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FIFTH   VOLUME   OF   SESSION  1892. 


HOUSE     OF  LOEDS, 
Friday,  27th  May,  1892. 


BCANCHESTEB,  SHEFFIELD,  AND 
LINC0LN8HIBE   RAILWAY  (EXTEN- 
SION TO  LONDON,  &a)  BILU 

SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2'.". 

♦TheDokbofWESTMINSTEE:  My 
Lords,  I  hare  no  wish  or  intention  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  or  to  express  any 
opmion  upon  it;  but  I  desire  to  ask 
your  Lordships  whether  it  will  be 
possible  that  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  this  Bill  mil  be  referred  may 
consider  any  altematiTO  site.  I  believe 
it  is  not  the  custom  of  this  House  to 
move  instructions  to  Committees,  but 
if  possible  I  think  it  would  be  deranible, 

VOL.  V.  [POUBTH  8BBIBS.] 


in  the  face  of  the  very  considerable 
opposition  that  there  is  to  the  present 
site  of  the  terminus  near  St.  John's 
Wood,  for  the  Committee  to  consider 
an  iJtemative  site.  Last  year,  my 
Lords,  a  Committee  was  appointed  on 
the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  was  thrown  out,  and  an  instruc- 
tion was  conveyed  to  them  to  consido: 
alternative  sites ;  but  they  reported 
that  they  were  unable  to  do  so  because 
there  was  no  definite  alternative  site 
before  the  Committee.  Whether  it 
would  be  possible  that  a  Committee  of 
this  House  should  consider  an  alterna- 
tive site  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  desirable,  as  I  understand 
that  there  is  an  alternative  site  which 
was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons  Committee  that  passed  the 
Bill  the  other  day.  I  understand 
that  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  did  not  consider  them- 
selves able,  for  what  reason  I  do  not 
know,  to  consider  that  alternative  site ; 
but  I  am  assured  that  there  is  adT 
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alternative  site  which  might  be  con- 
ndered,  and  I  hoj^  yonr  Lordships' 
Committee  may  be  in  a  position  to 
oonsider  it. 

*Thb  Babl  op  RAVENSWORTH: 
Before  the  House  comes  to  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  presuming  that  it 
will. be  sent  to  a  Committee  upstairs,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  single  word  in 
support  of  the  view  of  the  noble  Duke. 
I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  fall  power  to  inquire 
whether  the  access  into  London  is  the 
most  suitable  that  can  be  found,  and 
likewise  whether  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed terminus  is  also  the  most  suit- 
i^le.  Yonr  Lordships  are  aware  that 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of 
many  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Marylebone  on  those  two  points,  and 
I  trust  the  House  will  not  assent  to 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  imless 
it  is  understood  that  the  Committee 
will  have  full  power  to  inquire  into 
them. 

*Thb  CHAIBMAN  op  com- 
mittees (The  Earl  of  Mobi^et)  :  My 
JjQi^f  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
say  mnoh  on  the  subject.  The  Bill 
seems  to  me  to  be  one  on  which  the 
Committee  might  have  ample  power  of 
making  all  the  inquiries  that  are  neces- 
sary. I  hardly  think  they  can  go 
into  an  alternative  site  which  is  not 
specified  ;  but  I  should  very  much  de- 
precate anything  like  an  instruction 
being  given  by  the  House  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  it  is  not  a  custom  that  is  usual 
in  this  House,  and  I  think  it  might  in 
the  case  of  Private  BUls  lead  to  con- 
siderate inconvenience  in  future. 

Thb  FBIHE  MINISTEB  and 
SECBETABY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIBS  (The  Marquess  of 
Sausbuky)  :  I  think  it  is  perhaps 
important  to  note  too  that  the  very 
absence  of  the  practice  of  instructions 
in  this  House  carries  with  it  also  the 
assumption  that  our  Committees  will 
look  upon  all  these  matters,  not  purely 
as  between  Utigant  and  litigant,  but 
also  from  the  broad  public  point  of 
view,  and  that  they  have  fnlllibwty  to  do 
80.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  saggBSt  what 
the  broad  public  point  of  view  in  this 
case  may  be ;  I  have  not  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances ;  but  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  it  is  a  matter  which  excites 
A  great  deal  of  feeling  and  very  strong 

The  Duke  of  We$tmin»ter 


opinion  different  from  that  which  is 
ovdinajcily  -  raised  by  Bailway  Bills; 
and  tiier^bre  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee, whoever  they  may  be,  will  feel 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  act  as  l^slators, 
as  well  as  a  tribunal  between  litigants 
in  the  matter, 

Thb  Eabl  op  KIMBEBLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  sympathise  entirely  with  what 
the  noble  Lord  has  said ;  but  I  should 
like  those  who  are  experts  in  the  Private 
Business  of  the  House  to  tell  us  ex- 
plicitly that  the  Committee  will  have 
x>wer  to  do  this.  I  feel  a  litUe  donbt 
about  it.  Committees  are  apt  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
customary  in  the  House,  and  I  have  a 
little  doubt  whetiier  they  can  go  beyond 
the  points  raised  in  opposition  to  the 
BiU. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBUBY  : 
Does  the  noble  Earl  imagine  that  there 
is  any  law  for  them  except  our  Standing 
Orders  ?  I  do  not  agree  that  an^  custom 
which  has  grown  up  is  bindmg  upon 
them. 

The  Eabl  of  EIMBEBLEY  :  I  agree 
that  there  is  no  law  binding  upon  them. 
At  the  same  time  when  a  practice  has 
grown  up  Conunittees  do  not  like  to 
divei^e,  especially  on  important 
matters,  from  what  they  happen  to 
know  has  been  the  regular  practice  of 
the  House.  I  merely  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  are  clearly 
authorised  to  do  this  ? 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON  :  My  Lords,  the  difficulty 
that  occurstomeinthematteri8that,ao- 
cording  to  the  {nroposi^ftf  considering  an 
alternative  site,  you  are  going  to  t^ng 
before  the  Committee  power  to  talce 
iaad  without  having  given  any  notioe 
to  the  owners  from  vaom  it  is  about 
to  be  taken.  On  those  grounds  there- 
fore I  should  rather  doubt  whether  the 
Committee  would  think  it  right  to  go 
into  such  an  alternative  scheme,  the 
owners  of  tA>B-  land  not  having  had  the 
usual  Parliamentary  notices. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOB:  I 
would  suggest  that  there  is  some  possi- 
bility  of  error  in  using  the  phrase 
"  alternative  site."  I  ta^e  it  that  the 
Committee  would  have  a  perfect  of^r- 
tonity  and  ri^t  to  inqnire  into  aa 
alternative  ^te  in  this  sense :  that  the 
proposed  site  was  not  the  best,  and  for 
thiA  reason  they  woold  be  entitiedto 
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Mtjeet  the  scheme  altogether. .  But  if 
mat  the  noble  Doke  has  said  imports 
iSiaX  the  Committee  would  have  power 
-to  take  another  site  and  aetualW  ^ve 
Parliamentary  simotion  to  it,  I  beheve 
that  would  be  both  distinctly  against 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House,  and 
further  that  it  would  be  entirely  outside 
ithe  law  for  our  Committees  on  Private 
Bill  Legislation  to  take  into  oonsidera- 
iion  any  alternative  sites  that  may  be 
soggested. 

^Tbe  Eabl  of  MOBLEY  :  If  I  may 
Ixansgress  the  Boles  of  the  House  and 
«>eak  once  more,  I  should  like  to  en- 
^rse  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble 
■and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack.  It 
-seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  go 
into  an  alternative  site  in  the  sense  of 
pressing  a  definite  alternative  scheme 
in  opposition  to  this  Bill.  It  would  be 
■absuately  impossible,  no  notices  having 
been  givui,  and  no  scheme,  plans  or 
-sections  being  before  the  Hoose.  But,, 
■after  this  conversation  in  the  House,  I- 
feel  certain  that  any  Committee  of 
your  Lordships,  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred  wUl  be  very  jealous  and  careful 
in  their  inquiry  as  to  whether  this  par- 
ticular site  is  a  good  one,  or  whether, 
ih  general  terms,  a  better  site  might  not 
in  some  future  Session  be  found. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Seleotion. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGKB  PRO- 
VISIOKA  L  ORDER  (NORTH  EASTERN, 
.&C.)  BILU 

THIKD  BXADINa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Bill  read  3*. 

*LoBD  STANLEY  op  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  I  move  an  Amendment  in 
Senedule,  Class  G,  after  "  timber  actual 
machine  weight,"  to  insert  *'  or 
measurement  weight."  My  Loids,  if 
I  had  not  for  some  years  had  my 
attention  drawn  to  the  increasing  de- 
preoiation  in  the  value  of  timber,  or 
rather  the  increased  difficulty  of  selling 
it,  I  should  have  hesitated  to  bring 
forward  such  an  Amendment  as  I  pro- 


pose after  the  amount  of  oold  water 
that  has  been  poured  upon  it.  In 
the  first  place,  the  noble  Lord, 
who  represents  the  Board  of -Trade, 
told  me  that  the  timber  merohants 
had  no  case,  and  I  had  better  not 
take  it  up.  After  that  another 
noble  Lord,  who  sat  upon  your  Lord- 
ships' Committee,  vrrote  to  me  that 
some  of  the  statements  of  the  timber 
merchants  were  most  inaccurate,  and 
others  irrelevant.  He  desired  me  to 
read  the  evidence  which  had  been  given 
before  the  Committee.  I  did  so,  and 
after  having  made  some  observationa  to 
him,  the  only  thanks  I  got  was  to  be 
told  that  a  little  knowledge  is  a  dan- 
gerous thing.  Kow,  my  Lords,  the 
grievance  ioomplained  of  by  the  timber 
merchants  is  that  round  timber  is  sac- 
rificed to  square  by  the  substitution  of 
machine  weight  for  measurement,  and 
that  aUo  by  the  dioiinution  of  fifty  feet 
to  forty  fe^  measurement  to  the  ton  in 
the  case  of  several  kinds  of  timber, 
while  sixty  feet  of  deals,  battens  and 
boards  may  be  charged  as  one  ton, 
effiact  will  be  to  drive  oat  of  the  market 
the  round  timber,  which  is  British 
timber,  in  favour  of  the  foreign  timbw. 
which  all  comes  square,  especially 
deals.  Now  the  noble  Lord  wm» 
objects  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
timber  merchants  represented  them  as 
not  unanimous.  Virtually  they  bxq 
unanimous.  There  is  only  one  of  the 
timber  merchants  who  was  examined 
by  the  railway  coimsel  who  was  in. 
favour  of  machine  weight;  otherwise 
all  t^e  timber  merchants,  whether 
engaged  in  the  British  trade  or  the 
foreign  trade,  object  to  machine  weight 
and  prefer  the  old  establi^ed  measure- 
ment  weight.  The  noble  Lord  who 
was  a  Member  of  the  Committee  alsa 
objected  that  it  had  been  proved  that  the 
measured  timber  contained  from  twenty, 
to  thirty  per  cent,  more  timber  than 
machine- weighed  timber,  ntbiswereao 
it  might  justify  some  difference  in  the 
ratos ;  but  out  of  the  eighteen  simdiy 
rates  given  in  the  letter  of  the  timber 
merchants,  ten  of  the  rates  on  round 
timbw  are  doable  thoee  on  the  square  , 
timbw,  and  the  remaining  eight  vary 
from  nearly  double  to  huf  as  much' 
more — ^that  is  to  say,  in  the  proportion 
of  three  to  two ;  in  the  case  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Bailway  oat  of  sixteen 
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rates,  five  sxe  doable,  and  the  rest 
atiout  half  more ;  out  of  seven  rates  on 
the  Great  Western  Railway  one  is 
doable;  one  Midland  rate  is  quoted 
whioh  is  more  than  doable ;  one  oat  of 
fiTO  Great  Northern  rates  is  nearly 
doable ;  and  oat  of  fifteen  liondon  md 
North-Western  rates  two  are  more 
than  doable,  and  the  rest  about  half  as 
much  more.  It  is  impossible  after 
that  to  deny  that  round  timber 
is  not  sacrificed  to  square.  Besides 
this,  the  timber  merchants  complain  of 
another  Injustice  that  is  done  to  them : 
new  terminal  rates  have  been  added  of 
Is.  6d.  at  each  end,  making  3s. 
Now,  my  Lords,  ^  timber  bears 
rough  handling,  and  it  is.  not  right  or 
fair  that  the  sune  terminal  rates 
riioald  be  chai^d  for  timber  as  are 
charged  for  fresh  froit,  casks  of  ale,  and 
other  articles  which  do  not  bear  knock- 
ing about.  Not  only  that,  but  the 
timber  does  not  require  warehoustnf?, 
and  fresh  fruit  and  other  goods  do  re- 
quire to  be  put  into  a  warehouse.  The 
tunber  merchants  also  have  alwa^been 
in  the  habit  of  loading  their  own  trucks, 
BO  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  the 
Bailway  CJompanies  do  for  this  money 
that  they  are  now  going  to  charge.  The 
same  noble  Lord,  who  I  do  not  see 
pow  in  the  Eoase,  also  said  to  me  that 
it  was  not  much  good  reading  the 
evidence :  be  had  seen  the  witnesses  in 
the  box.  Although  your  Lordships' 
Committee-men  are  not  as  intimidating 
as  the  Judges,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  railway  counsel,  who 
tnraotiae  before  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittees, are  every  bit  as  intimidating 
to  a  witness,  and  equally  as  confusing 
as  uiy  Old  Bailey  practitioner.  One  of 
these  cases  in  which  they  intimidated 
a  witness,  was  that  the  Bailway  Com- 
umies  put  forward  the  Clearing  House 
Regulations  which  are  not  in  accord- 
ance with  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  their 
counsel  so  confused  one  of  these  wit- 
nesses as  to  make  him  say  that  if  some- 
thing was  in  that  book  it  would  be 
ri^t,  when  he  meant  if  it  was  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  Then  another  ob- 
jection which  is  made  to  this  Amend- 
ment is — ^why  is  it  only  made  in  the 
oase  of  the  North-Eastem  Bailway 
Company.  Well,  my  Lords,  it  is  Sir 
MichaelHicks  Beach,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  is  answerable 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley 


for  that.   Either  at  the  end  of  laat. 
year  or  the  b^pnning  of  this,  he  told  a.- 
deputation  of  timber  merdulnts  that  if - 
they  would  get  the  Hoasa  to  xevise  the 
North-Eastem  Company's  rates  that: 
would  be  a  ground  f(nr  revising  the  other 
rates ;  and  the  North-Eastem  Bailway 
Company  was  chosen,  not  by  the  timber 
mercnants,  but  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach.    I  am  also  informed  that  the 
North  -  Eastern   Bailway  Gompany'a- 
system  is  one  of  the  most  compact  in 
the  countiy,  and  that  it  includes  all  tbfr 
county  of  Durham.   So  that  the  objeo^ 
tion  that  was  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons  lately  that  it  would  be  putting, 
the  North-Eastem  Bailway  Company  in 
an  un&nrourablepodtion  asregardsother 
Bailway  Companies  has  very  little- 
weight  in  it,  as  it  has  nearly  the 
monopoly  of  its  district.    My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  say  something  as  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.    The  present. 
Government  is  not  justified,  as  any 
other  Administration  might  be,  in  bear- 
ing hardly  upon  the  timber  merchants^ 
because  it   was  this  Administration 
which,  in  1874,  passed  the  Plantation 
Bating  Act,  which,  whilst  it  placed  a 
new  tax  upon  timber,  also  increased 
the  Income  Tax  whioh,  in  most  oases;, 
followed  the  higber  assessment  put  on 
woods.   Now  1874  was  the  last  year 
of  agricultural  prosperity,  and  if  the 
Government  had  waited  a  httle  while 
it  could  not  have  proposed  a  fresh  tax 
upon  plantations  that  were  not  able  to^ 
bear  it.    My  Lords,  that  Act  had  been- 
brought  forward  by  a  Liberal  Adminis- 
tration once  or  twice  before ;  it  waft 
passed  by  the  present  Administrati<m^ 
and  H  would  certainly  go  far  to  Justify 
those  journalists  who  say  that  Conser- 
vatives always  steal  Liberal  measures,  r 
wonder  whether  mvnoble  Friend  behind 
me  (the  Earl  of  Eimberley)  would 
acquiesce  in  that  view !    The  noble* 
Earl  is  much  too  candid  to  say  so,  be- 
cause it  is  a  great  mistake  into  whioh 
the  Conservatives  have  fallen.  Tbei 
real  fact  is  that  the  Liberals  adopt  the 
tactics  of  some  savages  who  leave; 
poisoned  meat  behind  them  in  their 
tracks.   So  the  Liberal  Government 
when  they  go  out  of  office  leave  poismed 
Bills  in  jugeon-holes  for  the  OonserTa- 
tive  Government  to  pass,  end  alienate- 
and  offend  its  own  supporters.  My 
Lords,  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  the^ 
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.figarea  received  irom  a  gnsA  number  of 

Srsons,  amongst  others  from  the  late 
ike  of  Bedford,  showing  that  planta- 
-tions  do  not  pay,  but  are  a  dead  loss.  I 
'Asked  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  how  he 
■aoooanted  for  plantations  not  being 
'.taxed  out  of  existence,  and  he  said  to 
.me — ^not,  as  I  expected  he  might  have 
.'Said,  becanse  they  were  valuable  shelters, 
iwcaase  they  were  valuable  coverts ; 
.bat  he  said  beoaose  timber  had  become 
.unsaleable.  I  will  only  detain  your 
;  Lordships  five  minutes  more.  I  wish 
.^to  inform  the  noble  Marquess  of  what 
.•one  of  his  most  valued  public  servants 
-wrote  on  this  subject — I  mean  the  late 
.Ambassador  to  France.  He  did  not 
.write  when  he  was  Ambassador  there, 
.because  the  French  have  no  timber  to 
«xport,  except  what  grows  in  Corsica, 
^and  that  they  keep  for  their  doc^ards ; 
•jbut  he  wrote  it  between  the  tmie  of 
-iiis  coming  back  from  India,  and  going 
sto  Paris — 

'""Tbe  toMMtf  whose  umbmgeoiu  besaties 
Warn 

:   The  traveler  with  an  uodiitarbedwiHatioD 
-Of  joy  ud  peace,  may  to  its  owner  be 

-  .  Mainly  a  troablesome  aDxie^ ; 

i  'To  him  that  forest  represents,  not  trees 
Whose  bos[dtable  boughs  diffuse  a  dim 
,   Selidoaa  languor,  bat  those  foes  to  ease 
.   Vigores  fatigoingly  precise  and  prim, 

Which  he  must  reobni  up  hy  twos  and 
threes 

To  hnndredii  ttunuands.  Not  enough  lor 
him 

■   ^Thattwo  udtwo  malnfoarl  He  has  to 
strive 

That  practically  two  and  two  make  five." 

I  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  will  insist  upon  imposing 

-  these  new  rates,  and  so  burdening 
British  timber  ?  My  Lords,  I  move  the 

^Amendment  of  which  I  have  given 

-  notice,  in  the  Schedule  in  Glass  G,  after 

timber  actual  maohine  weight "  to  in- 
-wrt  "or  measurement  weight." 

Moved,  Schedule,  Amendment  pro- 
!  posed  in  Class  C,  after  ("  timber  actual 
..machine  weight")  insert  ("  or  measure- 
ment weight.")--(2Vw  Lord  Stanley  of 
'Alderley.) 

[  The  Duke  op  RICHMOND  and 
^GORDON  :  My  Lords,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  Amenchnent  the  noble 
Lord  has  moved ;  he  has  not  men- 
tioned it  in  his  speech,  and  there  is 
nothing  on  the  Table. 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  Th« 
noble  Lord  has  circulated  the  Amend- 
ment. "  Schedule,  Amendment  pro- 
posed in  Class  C,  after  ('  timber  actual 
machine  weight ')  insert  ('  or  measure- 
ment weight )." 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  as© 
GORDON :  I  certainly  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  concur  in  the  Amendmrat 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  moved ;  bmt 
what  misled  me  in  thinking  the  noble 
Lord  had  not  moved  an  Amendment 
was  that,  following  very  closely  all  his 
remuks,  there  was  no  portion  of  his 
speech,  so  far  as  I  could  hear,  which 
touched  on  this  Amendment  in  any 
way  whatever.  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  not  agree  to  this  Amendmenk. 
This  timber  question  has  been  con- 
sidered most  fully ;  it  was  considered 
by  Lord  Balfour  and  Sir  Courtenay 
Boyle  at  the  Westminster  Town  HaU 
two  years  ago,  and  the  Proviuonal 
Orders  were  founded  upon  the  evidenee 
which  was  brought  before  them. 
Those  Provisional  Orders  were  brought 
before  the  Joint  Committee  of  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  be  Chatmum  last 
year  and  this  year,  and  which  sat  for  a 
period  of  sixty-eij^t  or  seventy  days ; 
and  I  can  conscientiously  say,  having 
had  some  experience  as  a  Chairman  of 
Committees,  both  in  the  other  House 
(rf  Farliunent  and  in  this  House,  that 
I  never  presided  over  a  Com- 
mittee who  paid  more  attention  to  the 
subjects  brought  befcne  them,  and  who 
were  actuated  more  decidedly  by  the 
desire  of  doing  ample  justice  to  both 
parties  who  came  before  us,  when  we 
had  to  decide  upon  what  were  very 
often  very  difficult  and  critical  ques- 
tions. We  were  assisted  in  this  very 
much  by  Lord  Balfour  and  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  and  with  regurd  to 
the  timber  question — though  I  am  &ee 
to  admit  we  were  not  always  unanimous 
upon  other  questions,  but  it  was  very 
seldom  that  we  had  to  resort  to  a 
Division — on  the  timber  question, 
when  it  was  brought  before  us 
both  last  year  and  this  year,  we 
were  unanimous  in  the  conclusions 
and  the  decisions  to  which  we  came. 
But,  my  Lords,  the  timber  trade  were 
also  heard.  They  were  heard,  first  of 
all,  at  the  Westminster  Town  Hall; 
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-seeondl^,  they  were  heard  last  year  by 

'the  Joint  Committee ;  thirdly,  they 

'wwe  heard  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beaoh,  Lord  Balfour,  and  Sir  Gourtenay 

-Boyle  in  the  autumn;  and,  fourthly, 
they  were  again  heard  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  this  year,  over  whioh  I 
had  the  honour  to  preside ;  and,  as  I 

"have  told  your  Lordships,  we  were 
unanimous  on  each  occasion.  Now, 
my  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  proposes 
that  with  regard  to  the  North-Eastem 

.  Railway  Bill  we  should  take  measure- 
ment timber  out  of  Class  I.  and  place  it 
in  ClasB  C.  He  has  not  shown  us  any 
leastm  for  this.   But  I  will  tell  him 

'  why  measurement  timber  is  put  in 
GIms  I  and  not  in  Class  0,  Class  T.  being 
the  higher  charge ;  because  measure- 
ment timber  is  not  so  accurate  as 
machine  timber — that  is  to  say, 
whereas  forty  feet  with  the  bigger 
timber  is  allowed  for  a  ton,  anoT  I 
think,  fifty  feet  for  the  smaller  kinds  of 
timber  go  to  a  ton,  it  does  not  follow 
that,  because  the  measurement  in 
oovered,  therefore  it  should  only 
represent  a  ton  in  weight,  inasmuch  as 
some  timber  being  heavier  than  others, 
what  would  be  forty  feet  to  the  ton  in 
one  sort  of  timber  would  not  accurately 
represent  a  ton  in  other  sorts.  There- 
fore the  measurement  timber  was  kept 
in  Class  I.  because  you  could  come  to  a 
much  more  accurate  calculation  as  to 
the  real  weight.  The  noble  Lord 
mentioned  the  various  companies — 
the  London  and  North- Western,  the 
Great  Eastern,  and  so  on.   I  did  not 

?iute  follow  him  tibere,  because  those 
tills  are  not  now  before  us ;  but  the 
noble  Lord  must  forgive  me  for  pointing 
oat  that  the  powers  of  the  North- 
Eastem  Railway  Company  were  very 
much  subtracted  by  the  action  of  the 
Committee.  The  two  principal  Acts 
which  relate  to  the  North-Eastern- 
Railway  are  an  Act  passed  in  1854, 
and  an  Act  passed  later,  in  1858,  called 
the  Stockton  and  Darlington  Railway 
Act.  By  the  original  Act  the  Company 
were  able  to  charge,  for  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles  and  upwards,  a  toll  of 
3d.  a  mile,  and  for  less  than  twenty  miles 
3|d. :  and  for  the  use  of  carriages  and 
enginra  in  addition,  the  Company  were 
abfe  to  demand  and  receive  a  reasonable 
sum  for  loading,  unloading,  &c.  But 
by    the    Stockton   and  Darlington 
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Act  the  toll  for  timber  was 
2|d.  for  over  ten  miles ;  and 
under  that  Act  there  is  no  limita- 
tion whatever  to  the  charge  which  they 
make  and  for  the  services  which  they 
may  render;  therefore  they  might  for 
the  present  charge  any  amount  for~ 
terminal  services  in  the  case  of  timber- 
Now  we  cut  that  down,  because  W9- 
fixed  the  terminal  charce  at  Is.  6d.  in 
place  of  the  toll  which  they  might  exact 
if  they  thought  fit,  and  we  considered 
that  we  had  cut  down  the  powers  of 
the  North-Eastem  Company  as  much 
as  it  was  right  and  fair  to  do,  and  thai 
the  timber  trade  was  dealt  with  fairly 
and  justly  by  us.  And,  my  Lord%. 
there  was  a  gentleman  representing  a 
very  largecompany  of  timber  merchants,- 
who  came  before  us  and  told  us  that 
he  preferred  the  altemdtive ;  that  he 
liked  to  be  able  to  send  his  timber 
either  by  measurement  weight  or  by- 
machine  weight,  as  suited  him  best  at 
the  time.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  shall  not 
go  into  the  question  of  the  decrease  in 
the  value  of  timber ;  I  do  not  think 
really  that  is  a  matter  which  concema- 
this  Amendment ;  nor  shall  I  follovr 
the  noble  Lord — I  did  not  really  qoita 
understand  him — when  he  talked  about 
pigeon-holes  and  questions  which  were 
left  behind  by  one  Oovemment  and  taken 
up  by  another.  If  my  noble  Friend 
below  (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  likes 
to  answer  that  I  shall  be  happy  to- 
leave  it  in  his  hands.  But  there  is  ono 
point  in  the  noble  Lord's  remarks  that 
I  must  protest  against — that  is  that 
Parliamentary  Counsel  are  in  the  habit 
of  intimidating  witnesses.  Now  I  have 
a  very  large  experience  among  the 
Parliamentary  Counsel,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  think  no  inquiry  can  be 
carried  on  by  any  body  of  gentlemen 
more  properly,  vnth  more  gentleman- 
like feeling,  and  with  more  desire  of 
giving  the  Committee  all  the  informa- 
tion which  they  require,  than  is  the 
practice  now  with  the  Parliamentary 
Bar,  who  I  believe  to  be  an  honour 
to  the  profession  which  they  adorn* 
My  Lords,  I  have  nothing  more  to  add^ 
but  I  do  ask  yonr  Lordships  not  to 
agree  to  the  Amendment  of  the  noblft 
Lord. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  passed. 
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RECIFROCITY  WITH  CANADA. 

BEBOLUnOH. 

The  Baio.  of  DUNRAVEN:  In 
making  the  Motion  which  I  shall 
prosently  have  the  honour  to  make,  it 
wpears  to  me  very  desirable  that  this 
Honse  of  Parliament  should  have  acca- 
rate  and  official  Information  as  to  a 
Besolntion  which  was  passed  not  long 
ago  by  the  Canadian  Parliament.  The 
Resolution,  as  I  understand  it,  what- 
ever opinion  may  be  held  as  to  its 
terms  and  principles,  is  at  least  a  very 
significant  fact.  A  distinct  proposition 
having  reference  to  reciprocal  treat- 
ment within  the  Smpire,  or  at  any  rate 
a  distinct  intimation  that  she  wonld  be 
ready  to  consider  that  proposition,  has 
been  made  by  one  of  oar  self-governing 
eolonies.  And,  so  far  as  I  know,  my 
Lords,  this  is  the  first  time  that  the 
question  of  reciprocity  has  been  put 
forward  in  what  may  be  deemed  a 
practical  shape.  I  am  very  sure,  my 
Lords,  that  the  House  wilt  agree  with 
me  that  the  status  and  condition  at 
wluch  the  colonies,  having  responsible 
Belt-government,  have  arrived  is  such 
that  any  utterances  they  may  make  on 
matters  of  this  kind  affecting  them- 
selves, or  on  matters  a£fectmg  our 
domestio  Imperial  policy,  ought  to  be, 
and  will  be,  received  by  Parliament, 
and  by  this  House,  with  the  attention 
that  is  due  to  them.  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  purely  commercial  and  practical 
aspect  of  the  case,  I,  was  very  much 
impressed  by  the  words  that  fell  from 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  last  occasion 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  bringing  this 
^neral  topic  before  the  House.  The 
Prime  Minister  then  said  that  this 
great  question  of  preferential  treatment 
or  some  approach  to  commercial  union 
within  the  Empire  was  one  that 
appeared  to  lend  itself  rather  to 
rhetoric  than  to  any  practical  sugges- 
tions. I  myself,  I  admit  at  once,  have 
got  no  very  practical  suggestion  to 
make  to-night;  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression— I  suppose  I  should  say  under 
the  delusion — that  last  Session  I 
made  a  very  practical  suggestion  in 
asking  that  the  colonies  mi^t  be  in* 
vited  to  confer  with  us  on  this  subject. 
But,  my  Lords,  a  practical  suggestion 
has  beoi  made.   So  far  as  I  under- 


stand the  Besolution  that  was  passed 
by  the  Canadian  Legislature,  they  ex- 
press their  willingneira  to  give  us  a  dis- 
tinct  preference   in  their  markets, 
if  we,  in  our  turn,  are  ready  to 
give  an  equal   preference   to  iheit 
goods  in  our   murkets.    Now,  my 
Lords,  to  understand  how  that  would 
affect  us  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
what  is  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
that  colony?   Practically  our  exports 
are  entirely  in  manufactures.    We  ex- 
port textiles,  cotton,  woollen,  and  silk 
goods,  and  hemp  and  fiax,  and  so  on ; 
we  export  iron  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties ;  and  hardware,  glass,  china,  and 
all  goods  of  that  kind,  which  are 
generally  called  dry  goods ;  and  haber- 
dashery, and  so  on — ^in  fact,  we  export 
manufactured  articles  of  nearly  every 
description.     Articles  of  tiie  same 
description  are  exported  to  Canada  by 
foreign  countries,  and  specially  by  the 
United  States ;  in  some  of  those  goods 
the  exports  from  the  United  States 
exceed  our  exports ;  in  other  classes  of 
goods  our  exports  exceed  those  of  the 
United  States.    Speaking  broadly,  they 
are  pretty  evenly  balanced,  and  there 
is  no  question  but  that  our  manufac- 
turers are  in  very  fierce  competition 
with  the  United  States  in  supplying 
the  Canadian  markets.   It  is  peneistly 
obvious  then,  my  Lords,  tiiat  a  distinci 
preference,  such  as  Canada  has  sug- 
gested  to  be   given  to   our  goods, 
would   be  an   enormous  advantage 
to  us ;  it  would  cause   a  consider- 
able increase  in  our  export  trade  to 
Canada ;  it  would  create  in  consequence 
a  considerable  expansion  of  our  manu- 
facturing industries ;  and  it  would  also 
in  consequence  benefit  the  cairying 
trade.    Then  there  is  the  other  side  m 
the  case  to  be  considered :  What  have 
we  got  to   give  in   return  ?  The 
Canadian  suggestion  is  that  if  they 
give  us  an  advantage  of  ten  per  cent, 
we  are  to  give  them  an  equivalent  per- 
centage say  of  ten  per  cent.    What  do 
we  obtain  from  Canada-?    Some,  what 
may  be   termed,  semi-manufactured 
goods,  such  as  timber  and  leather,  but 
principally  raw  produce  in  food  articles. 
We  import  meat,  cattle,  wheat,  grain 
of  aU  kinds,  cheese>  egg^,  fish  and 
m%!&t  cured,  and  provisions  generally, 
— and,  my  Lords,  we  have  no  duties 
whatever  upon  Canadian  raw  produce  ; 
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and  therefore  in  order  to  give  them 
the  quid  pro  quo,  which  they  very 
natnrally  require,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  us  to  place  duties  t^n  these 
^ood  imports.  The  crucial  question 
1A,  what  effect  upon  us  would  be 
caused  by  placing  duties  upon  food 
products  ?  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  very 
idea  would  cause  a  kind  of  cold  shudder 
to  run  through  the  nervous  system  of 
some  of  your  Lordships.  I  should  be 
told  that  I  am  ready  to  tax  the  food  of 
tlw  peoide,  and  that  the  idm  of  taxing 
mw  produce  when  we  are  in  smtfa  diffi- 
ctdties  in  competing  with  foreign 
countries  in  manufactured  articles  is 
perfect  madness.  But,  my  Lords,  would 
the  effects  be  so  very  disastrous  ?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  think  even  a  verycm-- 
sory  examination  would  show  that  they 
would  not.  In  theory,  no  doubt,  if  you 
place  import  duties  on  bread  stiiffs,  the 
price  of  bread  ot^ht  to  rise ;  but  in 
practice  the  price  of  bread  does  not 
rise.  By  observing  what  occurs  in 
European  countries,  and  in  the  fluctua- 
tion in  the  price  of  com  in  this  country, 
the  truth,  which  cannot  be  ignored,  is 
that  the  selling  price  of  the  manufac- 
tured article,  bread,  does  not  rise  in 
proportion — does  not  generally  rise  at 
all — in  consequence  of  an  increase  in 
the  price  of  the  raw  product,  wheat. 
In  1890  we  imported  about  sixty-seven 
and  a  half  million  hundredweights  of 
foreign  wheat,  and  in  the  same  year 
we  used  about  forty-one  million  hun- 
dredweights of  home-grown  wheat,  and 
about  fifteen  million  hundredweights  of 
British-grown  wheat;  in  round  num- 
bers, we  used  about  fifty-six  million 
hundredweights  of  British,  as  against 
sixty-seven  miUion  hundredweights  of 
foreign  wheat.  Now  assuming  that  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  equivalent  to  ten  per 
cent.,  was  placed  upon  foreign  wheat, 
and  assuming  that  the  price  of  bread 
did  rise  to  the  full  value  of  that  duty, 
the  difiEerence  would  be  something  less 
than  a  fariihing  in  the  price  of  a 
quartern  loaf.  I  do  not.  my  Lords, 
wish  in  the  least  to  undervalue  an  in- 
crease even  of  a  fraction  of  a  farthing  in 
the  price  of  bread ;  but  the  question  is 
whether  even  that  increase  would 
occur  ?  I  do  not  for  one  moment  be- 
lieve it  would.  The  duties  on  wheat 
were  raised  enormously  in  fVance  to  an 
extentamounting  to  seventy  or  seventy 

The  Earl  of  Dunravm 


five  per  cent. ;  but  no  a^premable  diSer- 
ence  whatever  was  caused  in 'the  retail 

price  of  bread.  And  the  same  thing 
occurred  in  Germany.  In  this  country, 
my  Lords,  you  will  find  that  the  whole- 
sale price  of  com  has  increased,  at  one 
period  as  against  another,  to  an  extent 
more  than  equal  to  a  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  per  cent,  duty  on  the  whole  of 
the  foreign  imported  wheat  that  comes 
into  this  country,  and  that  increase  in 
the  wholesale  price  of  com  has  made 
absolutely  no  difference  whatever  in 
the  retail  price  of  the  qniurtera  loaf. 
My  Lords,  these  are  facts,  and 
whatever  our  theories  may  be, 
or  however  much  they  may  conflict 
with  theories,  they  are  facts  which 
ought  to  be,  and  must  be,  taken  into 
consideration  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion. But,  my  Lords,  I  wish  to  point 
out  further  that  the  assumptions  I  have 
made  are  really  absurd  ;  they  rest  upon 
no  solid  foundation  whatever ;  in  our 
cue,  even  in  theory,  it  is  perfectly  im- 
possible that  any  moderate  duty  on 
foreign  wheat  could  have  any  effect 
whatever  upon  the  price  of  bread.  In 
the  first  place  a  moderate  duty,  though 
it  could  not  affect  the  price  of  bread, 
would  have  a  considerable  effect  in  en- 
couraging British  production,  that  is 
to  say,  in  encouraging  the  production 
of  wheat  in  Canada,  in  Australia,  and 
in  In^ ;  the  area  of  production  would 
be  increased;  more  wheat  would  be 
grown ;  and  that  in  itself  must  in- 
fallibly be  of  great  advantage  to  us 
as  large  importOTS  of  wheat.  Then, 
my  Lords,  when  an  import  duty  is  im- 
posed,  it  is  obvious  that  somebody  has 
to  pay  for  it.  The  question  is  who 
does  pay  for  it?  The  theory  gene- 
rally held  in  this  country  is  that  the 
importer  pays  the  duty ;  the  theory 
held  in  most  other  countries,  ana 
especially  in  the  United  States,  is  that 
the  exporter  pays  the  duty.  They  look 
upon  the  duty  as  a  tax  which  the  ex- 
porter pays  to  come  into  their  markets. 
The  real  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
question  of  whether  the  importer  or  the 
exporter  pays  the  duty,  or  what  pro- 
portion of  it  they  relatively  pay,  is  de- 
termined by  the  state  of  the  market, 
and  the  relative  necessity  to  sell  or  to 
buy.  If  the  buyer  be  exceedingly 
anxious  to  buy,  and  the  seller  not  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  sell,  then  obviously 
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■tiie  buyer,  the  importer,  will  pay  the' 
vhole  or  a  large  part  of  the  duty  ;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  neoessity  for  the ' 
■buyer  to  buy  is  not  so  ui^;ent  as  the 
.necessity  of  the  seller  to  sell,  then  the 
.prodooer,  the  exporter,  will  pay  the 
whole  or  a  lai^  part  of  the  duty. 
.Now,  my  Lords,  in  this  case  there  can 
.be  no  doubt  that  the  foreign  producer 
.would  pay  any  moderate  duty  that  was 
put  upon  his  bread,  and  for  this  reason  : 
.that  our  area  of  production  is  limitless ; 
we  in  England,  in  British  India,  in 
■Canada,  and  in  Australia  can  produce  all 
the  wheat  that  we  require  so  abundsmtly 
«nd  so  cheaply,  that  there  is  not 
the  faintest  dan^r  in  the  world  that  a 
duty,  on  foreign  wheat  can  make  any 
difference  whatever  to  us.  It  is  a  well- 
known  mercantile  fact  that  the  price 
•  of  the  cheapest  parcel  of  goods  sets  the 
whole  market  value  of  a  commodity, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
•xumpetition  between  Indian,  Australian, 
Canadian,  and  home  grown  wheat 
would  keep  down  the  market  price,  and 
would  set  the  market  value  of  all  the 
imported  wheat  that  came  into  the 
•country.  In  such  a  case  the  foreign 
wheat  producers  would  pay  the  whole 

■  <rf  any  moderate  import  duty.  It  would 
be  absolute  ruin  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  great  industries  in  Bussia  to 
be  excluded  from  our  market,  and  to 
avoid  being  excluded  they  would  have 
to  compete  with  Indian,  AustraUan,  and 
Canadian  wheat.  To  come  in  at  all 
they  would  have  to  pay  a  duty,  and. 
sooner  than  be  excluded,  they  would 
pay  anything  in  the  nature  of  a 
moderate  import  duty  that  was  placed 
apon  foreign  grain.    My  Lords,  the 

■  e&ot  of  discrimination,  as  it  appears 
to  me.  would  be  this :  the  revenne 
would  gain  to  the  extent  of  the  duty  ; 
the  foreigners  would  pay  that  duty — 
which  appears  to  me  a  most  excellent 
way  of  raising  the  Revenue — the  area 

-of  wheat  growing  would  be  increased 
which  would  be  an  immense  advantage 
to  us ;  the  industry  of  wheat  growing 
would  gradually  tend  to  transfer  itself 

.  from  foreign  soil  to  British  soil  And 
the  advantage  that  that  would  be  to  ue 
is  self-evident,  if  I  remind  your  Lord- 
ships that  as  a  customer,  as  a  purchaser 
of  our  goods,  one  Canadian  is  worth 
three  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
is  worth  twenty-three  Bussians;  and 


one  Australian  is  worth  to  us  twelve 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
about  ninety  Bussians.  My  Lords,  I 
have  selected  wheat  to  speak  dbout 
because  it  is  the  most  important  article 
both  in  quality  and  quantity  of  the  food 
products  that  we  import,  and  because 
it  is  the  article  about  which  controversy 
generally  rages  most  hotly.  But  if 
your  Lordships  will  look  into  the 
matter  you  will  find  that  the  same 
arguments  that  I  have  made  use  of 
in  endeavouring  to  show  that  a 
discriminating  duty  in  favour  of 
British  grown  wheat  as  against  foreign 
grown  wheat  could  not  possibly 
have  the  effect  of  enhancing  the  price 
of  bread  at  home  will  equfOly  ap^y  to 
all  other  articles  of  food  that  we  import. 
I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  accusation 
of  wishing  to  raise  the  price  of  food  to 
the  people.  I  know  very  well  that  the 
line  of  argument  I  have  endeavoured  to 
sketch  out  can  be  sustained  in  detail, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  meeting 
generalities  of  that  kind  with  arga- 
ments  which  are  founded  upon  fact  and 
truth.  After  all,  my  Lords,  this  policy 
of  discriminating  in  favour  of  our  best 
customers  is  only  allying  to  public 
afEairs  the,  principle  which  is  instinc- 
tively and  intuitively  followed  by  every 
individual  who  is  engaged  in  trade  in 
this  country;  there  is  not  anyone 
engaged  in  trade,  from  the  greatest 
commercial  company  to  the  smallest 
retail  shopkeeper,  who  does  not  recog- 
nise the  difference  between  a  good  and 
a  bad  customer,  who  is  not  anxious  to 
give  good  terms  to  the  good  customer, 
and  who  is  not  ready  to  ^ve  advan- 
tages to  a  customer  who  in  his  turn 
will  give  advantages  to  him.  Why  that 
common  -  sense  view  of  the  matter, 
which  is  thoroughly  understood  in 
private  life,  should  not  be  better  under- 
stood in  public  life,  and  in  national 
affairs,  is  a  matter  which,  I  confess, 
puzzles  me  very  much.  I  should 
apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  taking 
up  this  amount  of  the  attention  of  the 
House  with  a  subject  of  this  kind 
because  really  it  is  aunost  self-evident ; 
but  your  Londships  must  remember  the 
extraordinary  amount  of  prejudice  and 
ignorance  which  prevails  throughout 
the  country  on  this  point,  and  how 
very  easy  it  is  even  now  in  these  times 
of  education  to  excite  the  prejudice 


Digitized  by 


19 


Beciprocity 


JLORDS} 


loith  Canada* 


and  the  pasmons  of  the  people  by  cries 
which  have  no  foundation  in  fact  abont 
a  little  loaf,  and  a  big  loaf  of  bread. 
How  long  it  will  take  before  the 
working  people  of  this  conntry  under- 
stand that  a  big  loaf  means  to  them 
occupation,  employment,  and  good 
trade,  I  do  not  know ;  or  how  long  it 
will  take  them  to  understand  that 
putting  moderate  duties  on  foreign 
food  products,  while  of  course 
allowing  all  the  food  products  of 
the  Empire  to  come  into  our 
ports  free*  means  giving  them 
employment  and  better  tni^e,  and  does 
not  mean  dearer  bread  I  do  not  know 
either  ;  nor  do  I  pretend  to  guess  how 
long  the  gigantic  ignorance  that  prevails 
on  this  subject  will  continue  to  reflect 
itself  in  the  intelligence  of  Members  of 
Parliament.  But  this  I  do  know :  that 
sooner  or  later — and  when  it  does  come 
it  will  be  a  very  good  day  for  this 
country — ^the  people  of  this  country  will 
begin  to  understand  that  the  true 
interests  of  our  industrial  population 
lie  in  the  very  common  sense  policy  of 
encooraging  trade  between  the  mother 
oountrv  and  the  colonies,  and  between 
the  colonies  and  the  mother  country. 
They  will  come  to  understand  also  that 
the  only  way  in  which  that  can  be  done 
is  by  some  such  proposition  as  that 
which  has  been  put  forward  by  Canada, 
namely,  that  the  colonies  should  give  a 
distinct  preference  to  our  manufactured 
goods,  andthat  weshouldgiveadiaunct 
equivalent  to  their  raw  produce.  The 
people  of  this  country  will  come  to 
unoerstand  also  what  it  would  not  be 
diffictdt  to  make  plain  to  them,  that  in 
80  doing,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
endeavoured  to  put  before  your  Lord- 
ships, there  is  not  the  remotest 
chance  in  the  world  that  the  effect  would 
be  to  increase  the  cost  of  food.  Now, 
my  £x>rds,  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  on 
thie  practical  aspect  of  the  case.  I  look 
upon  it  as  very  important ;  but  I  admit 
at  once,  that  that  is  not  the  main  reason 
why  I  have  always  advocated  recipro- 
city between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies.  I  have  always  advocated 
it  for  political  reasons.  There  are  but 
two  policies,  two  ideas,  possible  before 
us,  looked  upon  as  an  Empire  composed 
of  communities  having  practically  per- 
fect freedom  of  contnu  of  their  own 
afibirs :  the  one  is  the  policy  of  doing 
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nothing,  the  policy  of  isolation,  which  if 
pursued  must,  and  will  infallibly  resold 
in  the  colonies  drifting  further  and 
further  away  from  our  flag,  in  their 
desiring,  and  succeeding  in  ^ving  pre- 
ferential treatment  to  foreign  labour 
and  foreign  goods  as  against  British 
labour  and  British  goods— a  policy 
that  must  inevitably  end  in  break- 
ing   op  the   British    Empire,  be- 
cause there   are  no  ties  of  bloody 
race,   religion,  affection,  loyalty,  or 
uiything     else     that     can  long 
stand    up    against    the  disrupting 
force  of  commenual  hostility  uid  com- 
mercial jeaJousnr.   It  is  the  question  of 
trade  and  trade  only  that  will  bind' 
together  or   will  break  asunder  the 
British  Empire.     Well,   my  Lorda^ 
what  can  be  done?   I  do  not  say  that 
any  statesmanship  may  avail  to  ke«p- 
the  British  Empire  together  for  ever— 
there  is  no  use  considering  abstract 
questions  of  that  kind,  or  endeavouring 
to  partly  discount  the  future ;  but  at 
least  there  is  one  thing  we  could  try- 
there  is  the  alternative  policy,  a  policy 
founded  upon  the  true  appreciation  of 
the  inestimable  political  advantages - 
and  benefits  of  Empire  and  union,  a 
policy  sustained  also  Dy  the  belief  that 
it  is  to  the  advantage  of  every  part  of 
the  Empire,  and    of   the  Empire, 
as     a    whole,   that    union  should 
be    maintained,     a     policy  which 
believes  that  political  union  can  only 
be  brought  about,  can  only  be  madd 
lasting,  by  commercial  union,  by  a 
community  of  tradiDS  interests ;  and  a 
policy  also  which  holds  that  even  if  it 
be  necessary  to  make  some  immediate 
sacrifice  to  obtain  so  great  a  political 
end,  that  the  end  is  worth  it,  and  that 
the  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not   believe  that  any 
sacrifice  on  our  part  is  necessary ;  but 
even  if  the  sacrifice  were  necessary,  I 
should  still  uphold  that  policy,  because 
I  see  in  it,  the  only  possibiHty  of  any 
approach  towards  free  exchange,  and  I 
see  that  it  is  the  one  and  only  means 
whereby  the  component  parts  of  the 
Empire  may  be  kept  together,  and 
whereby  the  cement  of  sentiment  that 
now  binds  us  can  be  hardened  and 
solidified  sufficiently  to  withstand  the 
fretting  and  wasting  effects  of  time. 
My  Lords,  how  can  this  question  be  in 
doubt?   If  you  take  a  survey  of  our 
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oommeroial  poeiti(m  m  see  every 
nation  of  the  eiviliBed  world  aiTiui^;ea 
in  arms  against  iu :  nniversal  hostility, 
every  Power  trying  by  hostile  tariffa, 
and  by  every  means,  to  exclude  our 
prbdncts  from  their  markets,  and  to 
get  the  better  of  us  in  neutral  markets ; 
you  see  every  temptation  offered  to 
our  colonies  to  treat  with  the.  foreigner 
rather  than  with  us ;  yon  see  every 
attempt  by  means  of  bounties  and  by 
every  means  to  harass  and  distress 
colonial  trades.  And  in  face  of  this 
tmiTersal  hostility,  what  attempt  do 
we  make  to  withstand  it?  Do  we 
stand  shoolder  to  shoulder  and  face 
to  face  to  meet  it  with  a  united  front  ? 
Not  at  all,  we  do  absolutely  nothing ; 
we  allow  the  forces  of  disintegration, 
which  are  working  against  our  Imperial 
unity,  to  work  on  unimpeded,  without 
making  any  effort  to  check  them.  My 
Lords,  I  dare  say  in  making  these 
remarks  I  shall  be,  as  usual,  accused 
of  protection.  It  is  a  very  dreadful 
aooosation  no  doubt*  bat  I  do  not 
suppose  it  will  entirely  undermine  and 
destroy  my  constitution.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportnnity  of  denying  it,  because  I 
'have  no  leaning  whatever  towards 
-protection  ;  on  the  contary  I  am  a  very 
strong  free-trader,  only  I  cannot  get 
free  trade,  and  I  never  shall  get  it. 
Free  trade,  everybody  knows  and 
admits,  would  be  an  immense  ad- 
vantage to  the  whole  world,  and  a 
great  advantage,  as  we  believe,  to  us ; 
but  the  unfortnnate  part  of  it  is 
that  every  other  nation  believes  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  us,  and, 
so  long  as  they  think  that,  we  shall  not 
get  free  trade.  It  is  a  very  beautiful 
vision,  but  it  is  nothing  more,  and  it 
becomes  more  and  more  attenuated 
ever\  day;  and  if,  in  stretching  out 
owe  hands  to  this  dream,  we  are  to  lose 
substantial  realities  while  they  are 
within  our  grasp,  I  think  we  shiJl 
hardly  be  acting  like  common'Sense 
uid  mactical  men.  It  is  absurd,  my 
Lords,  to  stigmatise  as  protection  a 
system  of  mere  imposition  of  duties 
quite  irrespective  of  the  object  of  their 
imposition.  It  is  ridiculous  to  say 
that  duties  for  retaliation,  for  instance, 
are  protection.  Betaliation  may  be 
good  or  bad ;  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
that  matter..    I  observe   that  Mr. 
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Morley  devoted  a  large  portion  of  ft 
long  speech  to  ai^fuisg  what  aa 
iniquitous  system  it  was ;  but  tha 
instance  be  selected  to  prove  his 
theory,  namely,  that  of  EVance,  was 
not  a  very  happily  chosen  one ;  for,  if 
there  is  one  thmg  which  is  absolutely 
certain  it  is  that,  if  this  country  were, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  to  go  into  a  war  of 
tariff  with  France,  we  mast  infallibly 
be  the  winners,  because,  broadly 
speaking,  we  import  into  France 
articles  of  the  character  of  neoessariesr 
and  France  sends  to  ns  artides  of  thtt 
character  of.  luxuries ;  and  whra  two 
parties  exchange,  the  one  necessaries 
and  the  other  luxuries,  it  is  obvious 
which  must  come  out  the  best  in  the 
event  of  a  war  of  tariffs.  However, 
my  Lords,  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  on  the  subject  of  retalia^ 
tion,  except  to  point  out  that 
the  possession  of  a  bargaining  power,, 
the  potential  use  of  duties,  the  power 
of  being  able  to  say,  I  will  imposa 
duties  if  such  and  such  takes  place  or 
does  not  take  place — the  carrying  in 
the  hand  the  hilt  of  the  sword,  and  the 
showing,  and,  if  necessar}',  theusingof  a 
weapon  cannot,  and  ought  not  by  any 
contortion  of  language,  to  be  called 
protection.  Neither,  I  maintain,  can 
duties  for  Revenue  be  called  protection, 
nor  duties  imposed  for  a  definite  poli* 
tical  purpose,  such  as  commercial 
union  within  the  British  Empire. 
Last  Sei»ion,  my  Lords,  I  asked  thaV 
the  colonies  might  be  invited  to  confer 
with  us  on  this  great  subject.  It  is  a 
subject  which  was  discussed  very  freely 
and  very  wisely,  as  I  thought,  at  the 
Cobnial  Conference ;  but,  as  the  matter 
was  not  definitely  before  that  Confer- 
ence, the  discussion  could  not  result  in 
anything,  and  was  not  in  any  way 
official.  That  request  was  refused  on 
the  ground  that  we  had  nothing 
practical  to  set  before  the  colonies* 
and  tfaAt  they  ought  not  to  be  innted 
to  come  toaConfe^enoe  unless  we  were 
prepared  with  some  definite  proposition 
to  make.  I  do  not  renew  tluit  request, 
because  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
reasons  that  influenced  the  Prime 
Minister  then  exist  still ;  I  do  not 
suppose  we  have  any  definite  proposi- 
tion to  place  before  them.  But,  my 
Lords,  unless  this  question  is,  entered 
into  in  some  way,  how  is  it  ever  to> 
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Amve  at  a  eondition  in  whioli  any 
definite  proposition  can  be  made  ?  If 
the  colonies  are  to  wait  nn^  we  are 
iready  to  make  a  definite  proposition  to 
iham,  and  if  we  are  to  wait  till  they  can 
miAe  a  definite  proposition  to  as — if,  in 
iaot.there  is  to  be  no  authoritative  discus- 
sion ;  if  a  question  which  is  so  difficult  and 
complicated  is  not  to  be  discussed  and 
Tentilated  by  accredited  persons,  it 
mppeus  to  me  that,  by  the  time  we  are 
in  a  position  to  ma^e  a  definite  propo- 
sition, there  will  be  no  longer  any 
Sritirii  Empire  in  existence  to  make  a 
definite  proposition  about.  The  ques- 
tion is  exceedingly  difficult.  It  is  im- 
possible even  to  imderstand  the  true 
nature  and  value  of  our  colonial  trade, 
because  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish 
what  are  re-exportations  and  re-impor- 
iations ;  there  are  some  articles  of  raw 
.produce  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  do 
4iot  grow  in  the  colonies  to  any  great 
-extent.  How  are  we  to  deal  with 
Articles  oominff  from  the  colonies 
"Which  they  would  wish  iu  not  to  tax  ? 
How  are  we  to  know  from  what  mann- 
ifactnred  goods  coming  from  us  they 
•woald  be  willing  to  take  off  duties  ? 
How  is  the  matter  ever  to  be  brought 
into  a  condition  in  which  the  people  of 
jthis  country  and  of  the  Empire  can 
4prasp  it  and  understand  it,  unless  a 
■crucial  inquiry  by  some  means  or  other 
is  made  into  it  ?  My  Lords,  our  com- 
mercial treaties  also  are  involrad ;  the 
whole  bearing  of  onr  commercial 
treaties  upon  us  and  upon  the  Empire 
•as  a  whole,  and  every  individual 
«o]ony,  is  implicated  in  this  question. 
How  we  are  to  ascertain  what  colonial 
'Opinion  on  the  subject  is,  and  how  they 
■are  ever  to  ascertain  what  the  opinion 
of  this  country  is,  I  do  not  understand 
unless  inquiry  is  to  be  in  some  way 
miade.  My  Ix>rds,  a  great,  but  not,  I 
hope,  fatal  mistake  was  made  by  weak 
.statesmen  in  former  days  when  they 
neglected  to  introduce  the  principle  of 
(reciprocal  treatment  where  Constitutions 
were  granted  to  the  great  self-governing 
.colonies.  It  is  not  perhaps  too  late  to 
nremedy  that  mistake.  But  one  thing 
-is  absolutely  certain  :  that,  if  no  steps 
jure  taken  in  the  matter,  if  the  whde 
•question  is  allowed  to  go  by  default, 
■tne  time  will  soon  come  when  it  will  be 
too  late  ;  for  if  nothing  is  done  to  bring 
Abont  commercial  unity — commerciu 

The  Sari  of  Dunraven 


community  of  interests  within  the 
Empire — it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  great  self-governing  oolmies  we 
tempted  to  discriminate  in  favour  of 
the  foreigner  as  against  us  and  as 
against  each  other ;  and  I  do  not  think 
it  requires  a  prophet  to  say  what  the 
speedy  effect  of  such  a  policy  as  that 
must  be.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  again 
ask  for  a  Conference ;  but  nothing  in 
the  world  wpnld  give  me  so  much 
pleasnre  as  to  hear  m>m  Her  Majesty's 
Government  the  expression  of  a  hope 
that  in  some  way  or  otiiw,  by  whatever 
means  they  thought  most  smted  to  the 
purpose,  some  measures  wonld  betaken 
for  ascertaining,  so  far  as  possible, 
what  views  the  colonies  hold  on  this 
great  Imperial  question,  and  also  to 
ascertain,  so  far  as  can  be  done  by 
inquiry,  what  effect  would  be  produced 
upon  our  manufacturing  industries,  and 
upon  our  trade  with  foreign  countries, 
if  a  proposition  such  as  is  contained  in 
the  Beaolntion  passed  by  the  Canadian 
Parliament  were  in  its  principle  ex- 
tended to  the  whcde  Empire.  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  copy  of  the 
Motion  agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  on 
the  25th  April  1^2,  referring  to  (oe- 
ferential  trade  with  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Moved,  "That  there  be  Uid  before  the 
Boose  Copy  of  the  Motion  agreed  to  in  ttw 
House  of  Commoni  of  the  DomiDion  of 
Caaada  on  the  25th  day  of  April  1892,  re- 
ferring to  preferential  trade  with  the  United 
Kingdom.*^— (TA*  £arl  of  Dunraven.') 

*LoBD  BALFOUB :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Earl  has  placed  a  Motion  upon 
the  Paper  of  your  Lordships'  House 
which  he  has  moved,  and,  in  moving 
it,  has  made  a  speech  of  considerable 
length ;  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
complaint  of  that,  because  a  great  deu 
of  his  speech  involved  matter  of  very 
great  interest,  both  to  this  House  and 
to  the  country  at  Uu^ ;  but,  my  Lordd, 
I  wish  to  ^w  a  great  distinction 
between  the  Motion  uid  the  speech  in 
which  the  noble  Earl  moved  it.  I  am 
prepared  to  agree  to  the  Motion  as  it 
stands  on  the  Paper,  because  it  is 
obviously  right  that  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament should  know  officially,  if  any 
Member  of  it  desires  to  do  so, 
what  may  be  the  specific  terms  of 
any  Besolntion  the  Parliament  of 
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tile  Dombion  of  Canada  may  have 
oome  to  upon  a  subject  of  so  much 
interest  as  this.  But,  in  assenting  to 
the  Moticm,  I  hope  it  will  be  clearly 
understood  that,  so  far  u  I  am  con- 
cerned, that  assent  does  not  imply 
agreement  either  with  the.  at^;ament8 
vrtiich  the  noble  Lord  has  brought  for- 
ward in  the  coarse  of  his  Bpeeon,  or  I 
may  go  further  and  say  with  the  policy 
foreshadowed,  so  far  as  it  was  fore- 
shadowed, in  the  Besoltttion  of  the 
Parliament  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  has  told 
us  that  he  is  a  Free  Trader,  but  I 
frankly  ocmfsss  that,  unless  I  had 
it  upon  his  own  high  anth(»ity,  a  good 
many  of  the  arguments  that  he 
used  would  certainly  have  led  me,  and, 
I  think,  the  majority  of  your  Lord- 
ships, to  the  conclusion  that  he  is 
not  what  we  usually  describe,  at  the 
present  time,  by  the  term  of  Free  Trader. 
Hy  Lords,  I  desire  to  speak  with  the 
greatest  possible  respect  of  the  Besolu* 
tion  which  was  passed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
as  I  would  with  regard  to  any 
Besolution  passed  by  the  Parliament 
of  any  of  our  Colonies ;  but  I  maintain 
most  strongly  that  it  is  really  for  the 
Government  and  for  the  ParUament  of 
this  country  to  j  udge  for  themselves  what 
is  really,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  for 
the  benefit  of  this  country,  as  it  may 
be  for  the  ParUament  of  Canada  to 

C"*^  what  would  be  most  for  her 
efit.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  frankly 
confess  that,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
to  attempt  to  carry  into  effect 
anything  like  the  policy  fore- 
shadow^ by  the  Besolution,  or  by 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl,  would 
most  surely  involve  us  in  very  great 
practical  difficulties.  For  one  thing,  it 
would  certainly  involve  us  in  depriving 
ourselves  of  engagements  which  are 
of  very  great  value  to  us  as  a  whole. 
The  noble  Earl  seemed  to  indicate  that 
periiaps  we  might  be  allowed  by  the 
great  continentu  countries  with  whom 
we  have  engagements  to  free  oorselves 
from  some  purt  of  those  engagements 
without  their  bein^  consider^  as  a 
whole.  I  do  not  thmk  that  is  possible, 
after  the  negotiations  which  have  pre- 
viously taken  place,  and  from  what  we 
know  of  the  views  and  feelings  of  the 
Governments  of  those  countries.  My 


wWi  Canada,  SQ- 

Lords,    these    engagmnents  involv*^ 
matters    of    very    great  practical 
importance  to  us.     Some  of 
Treaties  Dow  exi$ting  seonfe  to  Britisk 
subjects  the  same  treatment  as  natives)- 
of  those  countries  with  respect  to  aU 
rights  and  privileges  in  matters  o£ 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  payment 
of   duties  on   tonnage,  lighthouses^, 
quarantine,    loading    and  unloading 
of  vessels;  permission  to  import  wad 
export  gooas  in  British  vessels '  aa^ 
as  in  Belgian  vessels ;  participation  iiv 
coasting  trade ;  protection  of  trade- 
marks; payment  of  salvage  dues  od> 
wrecked  property;  the  right  to  enjor 
most  favoured,  nation  treatinent  in  au 
that  relates  to  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion ;  warehousing  and  transit  of  goods ;. 
and  so  on.  The  Treaty  with  the  ZoUve- 
rein  confers  on  our  subjects  the  most 
favoured  nation  treatment  in  our  com- 
merce and  trade,  and  contains  sttpula- 
tions  respecting  payment  of  taxes, 
import  and  export  duties,  reduction  of 
carriage;   prohibition  of  import  andt 
export  duties ;  and  provisions  for  the 
6ree  transpcnrt  of  goods  and  coal ;  and,, 
as  I  have  said,  I  beUeve  it  to  be  im* 
possible  that  we  should  expect  to  get 
rid  o{  any  part  of  those  Treaties 
which  we  may  wish  to  get  rid  of,  with* 
out  running  the  risk  of  having  to  get 
rid  of  the  parts  which  are  really  ol' 
very  great  practical  value  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  country.    But  there 
are  other  practical  diffiocJties  in  which 
I    think    any    suoh    policy  would!, 
involve  this  country.    If  any  such 
engagement  were  to  be  carried  out  with 
Canada,  the  Ganadiuis  would  want  a 
preference  in  favour  of  the  artidm- 
with  which  they  supply  this  country^ 
Those  articles,  speanng  generally,  are- 
such  as  com,  meat,  wool,  and  raw 
materials  of  manufacture;  and,  if  we^ 
attempted  to  give  Canada  a  preference 
in  regard  to  those  articles,  surely  it  is- 
obvioQs  that  it  must  involve  us  in 
a  poUcy  of  protection  in  regard  to  them^ 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be^ 
singularly    disadvantageous    to  the- 
inhabitants  of  this  country ; .  because  it 
will  not  be  directed,  even  if  it  was 
allomble  for  that  purpose,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  our  own  agricultural  interests 
and  those  interested  in  them,  but  it 
would  be  an  import  duty  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  pro- 
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'^iibtioA    of  these  articles   ia  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.   My  Lords,  the 
noble  Earl  devoted  a  large  portion  of 
bis  speech  to  proving,  or,  perhaps  I 
should  say,  attempting  to  prove  that, 
if  we  were  to  put  a  duty  upon  wheat, 
it  would  not  necessarily,  and  I  think 
he  went  so  far  as  to  say  it  would  not 
in  practice,  tend  to  raise  the  price  of 
bread  in  this  country.    I  confess  that 
the  a^;amehts  which  he  used  and  the 
figures  which  he  gave  did  not  carry 
•flonviction  to  my  mind  in  regard  to 
that  matter.   I  DeUeve  that,  so  long 
as  two   and  two   make  four,  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  upon  an  im- 
ported article  would  raise  the  price 
■of   that   imported   article   and  the 
products  of  it  to  those  who  wished 
to  purchase  it  in  the  comitry .  in  which 
the  duty  is  imposed.    After  what  the 
noble  Earl  has  said,  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  a  point  aeainst  him  that  the 
Besolution  passed  by  the  Parliament  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  does  not  put 
forward  a  practical  scheme  ;  but  I  do 
wish  to  say,  with  all  the  emphasis  that 
I  can,  that  l^e  engagements,  as  a  whole, 
which  I  believe  it  would  be  necessary 
for  us  to  get  rid  of,  in  order  to 
earry    into   ^effect    the    policy  he 
has   indicated,  are  of  the  greatest 
possible  value  to  this  country,  and,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the 
subject,  of  greater  vi^ne  to  ua  than  any 
benefit  which  we  could  hope  to  get  by 
entering  upon  the  course  which  the 
noble  Lord  urges.   As  I  have  said  I 
have  seen  no  fignres  which  lead  me  to 
think  that,  as  a  (Question  of  material 
advantage,  the  gain  to  this  country 
would  ue  in  entering  upon  such  a 
policy.   Therefore,  while,  for  the  rea- 
sons I  gave  at  the  commencement  of 
my  remarks,  I  am  quite  willing  to 
assent  to  put  the  text  of  the  Besolution 
before  the  House,  I  hope  in  doing  so 
it  will  not  be  supposed  Uiat  I,  on  behalf 
-  0^  the  Board  of  Trade,  am  in  any  way 
.assenting  to  the  policy  foreshadowed 
either  in  that  Besolution  or  in  the 
speech  that  the  noble  Earl  has  made  to 
the  House. 
Motion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

ROTAL  WABRAKT  ARTICLE  72. 

QDEBTION.  OBBBBVATIONS. 

;  Viscount  OXENBBIDGE  :  Mv 
Lords,  I  desire  to  ask  the  noble  Lord, 

Lord  Balfour 


the  Under  Secretary  d  State  for  War, 
(1)  Whether  it  was  ever  intended 
under  the  provisions  of  Article  72  of 
the  Boyal  Warrant,  to  promote  officejrs 
commissioned  from  the  ranks  into 
other  regiments  over  the  heads  of 
officers  with  longer  commissioned  ser- 
vice than  themselves ;  (2)  In  how 
many  cases  has  this  been  done;  and 
had  the  officers  so  promoted  performed 
any  exceptional  services ;  (3)  What 
class  is  it  intended  to  benefit  by  the 
panting  of  conmiissions  frcmi  the  ranks : 
18  it  not  a  foot  tluM>  most  of  thcee  who 
have  obtuned  their  commisdons  in  this 
way  are  ^eoitleman  who  failed  to  pass 
the  reqmtiite  examination  into  the 
Army ;  and  (4)  Whether  according  to 
the  provisions  of  Artide  72  there  is  any 
reason  why  a  non-commissioned  officer 
who  obtains  a  commission  should  not 
be  promoted  over  the  heads  of  other 
officers  in  the  same  regiment  ? 

The  under  SECEETABY  of 
STATE  FOB  WAB  (Earl  Bbowhlow)  : 
My  Lords,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  ^ve 
clear  an  answer  as  lies  in  my  power  to 
the  questions  which  have  been  put  by 
the  noble  Viscoimt ;  but,  as  his  ques- 
tions refer  to  certain  Articles  of  the 
Koyal  Warrant  and  also  to  Circulars 
wmoh  probably  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships have  not  studied  carefully,  I  do 
not  feel  so  certain  that  my  answers 
may  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  the 
whole  of  the  House.  I  fe^  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  to  weary  your 
Lordships  by  going  at  length  into  tnese 
Articles  of  the  Boyal  Warrant,  but  I 
should  like  to  read,  in  a  very  few  words, 
the  provision  of  Article  72,  1891  which 
the  noble  Viscount  has  qooted,  whioh 
runs  thus — 

'*The  service  towardB  protnotioD  of  u 
officer  eommiflaioned  from  toe  ranks,  or  front 
the  rank  of  wurant  officer,  shall  inclode  liii 
service  at  the  War  Office,  and  half  of  soy 
time  he  maj  have  served  in  the  ranks." 

Having  cleared  the  ground  by  reading 
those  few  words,  X  will  now  give  a 
categorical  answor  to  my  noble  E^oid. 
As  regards  the  first  question  I  have  to 
state  that  it  was  so  mtended,  pro\^ded 
always  that  the  service  of  the  officer 
promoted  from  the  ranks  reckoned 
under  Article  72 — those  words  I 
I  have  just  read — qualified  him  for  the 
vacancy  oooumng,  and  that  the  officer 
over  whoee  head  he  went  had  not 
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sufficient  service  to  qualify  him.  With 
ireg^urd  to  the  seoood  question  I  am 
aibraiA  I  cannot  give  the  exact  number 
■of  caaee,  but  it  has  been  the  common 
practice,  the  only  requirement  being 
that  the  officer  sheeted  shall  have 
-suffioieQt  service  und«r  Artide  72  and 
shall  be  recommended,  for  promotion. 
With  regard  to  the  third  question  I 
may  say  that  the  granting  of  commis- 
sions from  the  ranks  was  not  intended 
specially  to  benefit  any  class,  but  that 
•only  those  non-commissioned  officers 
who  are  specially  recommended  by 
their  commanding  officers  are  selected 
for  promotion  ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
lemaining  part  of  that  question,  I  have 
had  the  oases  for  the  last  year  looked 
into,  and  I  can  inform  the  noble  Vis- 
-connt  that  for  the  last  year  no  cases 
appear  in  which  any  gentlemen  com- 
peted unsuccessfully  for  Array  com- 
missions. With  regard  to  the  fourth 
-question  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
why  a  non-commissioned  officer  who 
•obtains  a  commission  should  not  be 
promoted  over  the  heads  of  other 
officers  in  the  same  regiment,  unless 
the  officer  over  whose  head  he  is  pro- 
moted consents  to  the  promotion  in 
-order  to  avoid  supersession  by  an  officer 
coming  from  another  regiment. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  EX- 
TRACTS BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
-order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

CHARITT  INQUIRIES  BILL. 
BBCOND  BEAOIHO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read 
*Thb  LOED  PBESIDBNT  of  the 
-COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbeook):  My 
Lords,  this  is  an  enabling  Bill.  Tour 
Lordships  will  be  aware  that  a  long 
Commission  sat  under  Lord  Brougham's 
auspices  from  1818  to  1^7,  which  went 
fully  into  the  endowed  charities  in 
different  parts  o£  the  country.  There 
has  been  a  great  desire  manifested  in 
some  counties  to  obtcun  for  those 
special  counties — it  has  been  done 
already  in  Denbi^ishire,  and  the  County 
•of  London  desires  it  to  be  done 
—Amended    Bepqrts     upon  these 


subjects,  bringing  them  up  to  the 
present  date  ;  and  it  is  desirable  that 
some  means  should  be  provided,  for 
doing  so.  Some  doubt  has  arisen 
whether,  as  in  the  case  of  Denbighshire, 
where  the  oomd<y  found  tujf  the 
money,  and  in  tos  case  of  London, 
where  they  are  quite  prepared  to  find 
half  the  money,  they  have  really 
power  to  do  so.  Therefore  this 
Bill  is  introduced  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  advance  the  money  for  the 
purpose,  which  will  be  met  by  advances 
from  the  Treasury.  The  Bill  has  the 
approval  of  the  Treasury  and  also  of 
the  County  Councils,  and  I  trust  it  will' 
be  read  a  second  time  by  your  Lord- 
ships. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2^."— {The  Viscount  Oranbrook.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL.  [H.L.] 

SECOND  BBADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOE:  My 
Lords,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  simply 
to  solve  a  doubt  which  has  existed  in 
some  minds  with  regard  to  the  opertb' 
tion  of  an  Act  recently  passed  at  the 
invitation  of  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  (Lord  Hersohell).  Some  doubt 
has  been  expressed  whether  that  Act, 
as  it  at  present  stands,  extends  to  any 
Act  passed  before  the  passing  of  that 
Act.  Whether  it  is  necessary  or  not  I 
do  not  undertake  to  say,  but  the  only 
object  of  this  Bill  being  to  solve  that 
doubt,  I  trust  your  Loraslups  will  give 
it  a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"—{The  L<yrd  Chancellor.)  , 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords,  I 
think  there  is  no  possible  objection  to 
this  Bill — do  not  say  whether  the 
doubts  to  which  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  referred  are  wdl  founded, 
— it  is  hardly  necessary  to  express  an 
opinion ;  bat,  doubts  having  been  raised, 
it  is  better  to  settle  them  by  l^slation 
rather  than  by  litigation. 
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Motion  f^ieed  to ;  Kll  r^d  2*  ao- 
oordingly,  and  oommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Ifonday 
next. 

TECHNICAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
INSTmmONB  BILL  [hj^] 

Amendments  reported  (aoeordii^  to 
ordor),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Mon- 
day next. 

DUBLIN  BARRACKS  IMPROVEMENT 
BILL. 

Bill  read  3*  (according  to  order),  uid 


SETTLED  LAND  ACT. 
QUESTION.  0BSBBVATI0N8. 

LoBD  STANLEY  op  ALDEBLEY  : 
My  Lords,  I  be^  leave  to  ask  the  Lord 
Chancellor  if  it  is  true  that  a  person, 
who  previonsly  to  the  passing  of  the 
SeUled  Land  Act  of  1882  had  obtained 
an  Order  from  the  Court  of  Chancery 
extending  his  powers  of  leasing  under 
will  or  settlement,  is  debaned  from 
nans  the  proviuons  of  the  Settled 
Land  Act  of  1882  until  he  obtains  an 
Order  from  the  Court  of  Chancery 
rescinding  the  former  Order  ;  and,  u 
so,  whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  will 
amend  the  Act  of  1882  so  that  it 
shonld  not  be  overridden  by  prior 
Orders  of  the  Court ;  or  whether  he 
oonld  provide  for  the  rescinding  of 
such  Orders  as  are  no  longer  required 
free  of  cost.  I  believe  the  question 
tluut  I  put  is  sufficiently  dear,  but  I 
i^onld  like  to  show  that  it  is  not  an 
idle  question,  and  that  I  have  a 
grievance.  In  the  year  1871 1  obtained 
an  Order  from  Vice  Chancellor  "Wickens 
on  aooount  of  not  having  any  leasing 
powers  in  respect  to  some  property 
near  Birkenhead ;  but  afterwards, 
wishing  to  exercise  the  powera  under 
Lord  Caims's  Act,  I  was  advised 
that  Mr.  Justice  Pearson  had  decided 
in  May  1884  that  I^ord  Calrns's  Act 
oonld  not  be  exercised  until  the  Order 
meviously  ^ven  by  the  Court  of 
Clukncery  hful  been  rescinded.  Bnt  the 
same  Judge  in  February  of  the  same 
year  did  not  consider  that  a  private 
Act  of  Parliament  interfered  with  the 
exercise  of  Lord  Caims's  Act,  and  I 
thon^t  it  would  not  be  wanting  in 
respect  to  the  Court  of  Ghanoery  to 


93 

of 


sngsest  that,  if  a  j^vate  Act 
Pi£uament  could  be  passed  over,  a 
prior  Order  of  the  Court  of  Chanoery 
might  equally  be  passed  over.  'Witfcr 
re^urd    to    the    second    part  of 
the    question,    whether    the  Act 
of   1883   can   be   amended    so  as 
not    to   be    overridden    by  prior 
Orders  of  the  Court,  I  have  no  further- 
explanation  to  give;  but,  as  to  the 
last  part  of  the  question,  I  was  also  tol^t 
that  an  aptdiqation  to  a  Judge  might 
not  be  siuncioit,  bnt  that  he  m^t  re- 
quire to  have  the  case  ai^ed,  which 
would  involve  engaging  a  Chanoezy 
lawyer  at  considerable  expense;  sjid 
that,  I  consider,  would  be  an  additional 
grievance. 

Thb  LOED  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  am  always  obliged,  in  answer- 
ing a  question  of  this  sort,  to  make  a 
reservation,  because  it  involves  to  some 
extent  my  giving  an  opinion  on  a  qnea* 
tion  of  law  which  has  not  been  argued' 
before  me.   I  am  bound  to  say  that  if 
the  matter  wwe  n$  mtegra^  and  I 
had  not  been  informed  by  the  noble - 
Lord  what  deoisionshad  been  given,  lam 
not  certain  that  I  should  not  have  taken 
the  same  view  of  the  operation  of  the 
Act  as  the  noble  Lord  has.    I  believe 
he  has  correctly  stated  the  opinion  that 
two  learned  Judges  have  expressed,  and 
with  deference  to  that  judgment,  nntil^' 
I  can  hear  the  question  argued  myself,. 
I  am  not  entitled  to  express  sny  dissent  • 
from  their  view.   I  thmk  the  grievanoo- 
that  the  noble  Lord  has  indicated  un- 
doubtedly exists  if  those  decisions  are 
correct.  Then  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  any  Order  of  the 
Court  can  dispense  with  the  exigencies 
of  an  earlier  Act,  I  am  afraid  I  must 
answer  in  the  negative.    I  do  not  thiok 
it  can.    The  only  remaining  question 
is  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  to 
amend  Lord  Caims's  Act  in  that  respect.  ■ 
I  have  taken  some  trouble  to  ingnue, 
and  I  find  that  decisions  under  the- 
Settled  Land  Act  were  extremely  rare,, 
indeed  almost  unknown  for  many  years - 
at  the   Courts;   but,  if   I  shonlcP 
come     to     the     conclusion  that 
there  is  really  a  practical  esistisg 
grievance,  and  that  an  amendment  of 
Lord  Caims's  Act  is  necessary  for  the^ 
purpose  of  removing  it,  I  certainly  < 
shonld   consider  ^e  propriety,  the 
neeessity  I  may  say,  of  mtrodoeii^  Kk 
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Act  of  FaxUament  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  what,  acoordmg  to  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Lorn,  is  a 
grieranoe  that  he  has  undoubtedly 
snffrared.  But,  whether  that  is  ezaotly 
so  or  not,  I  must  ask  the  noble  Lord 
to  give  me  a  little  time  in  which  to  in- 
quire whether  it  is  worth  while  to  in- 
troduce an  Act  of  Parliament  for  that 
purpose. 

SHALL    AOUCULTUBAL  H0LDIM08 
BILL. 
FIB8T  BEADING. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  foe 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  and  PRIME 
MINISTER  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
buby)  :  My  Lords,  in  moving  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  first  time,  in  order  to 
enable  your  Lordships  to  become 
acquainted  with  it  we  should,  I  think, 
leave  a  little  interval  before  the 
Second  Btfuling ;  it  would  not  be  very 
conveqient  to  take  it  early  next  week, 
and  I  think  if  we  took  it  on  the  first 
day  after  the  Recess,  Monday  the  13th 
^  June,  that  would  be  sufficient  time. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  day  would 
be  convenient  to  your  Lordships. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY:  Is 
not  the  day  of  meeting,  particularly 
if  it  is  a  Monday,  generally  one  on 
which  there  is  not  a  very  good  attend- 
ance? I  have  no  particular  feeling 
myself,  but  those  who  have  been  away, 
and  have  to  come  back  on  a  Monday, 
if  they  happen  to  be  any  distance  away 
from  town,  find  it  rather  difficult. 
Would  not  Tuesday  be  equally  con- 
venient ?  ' 

The  Mabquebb  of  SALISBURY: 
There  are  certain  things  that  take 
place  which  are  not  recognised  in  Par- 
liament, but  which  have  a  considerable 
effect  on  the  attendance  in  this  House, 
and  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thurs- 
day in  that  week,  I  believe,  are  very 
great  days ;  so  that  I  think,  unless  the 
noble  Lord  has  some  strong  objection, 
we  had  better  keep  to  Monday. 

Ths  Eabl  of  EIMBEBLEY:  I 
had  entirely  overlooked  that. 

Bill  brought  from  the  Commons ; 
read  1' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read 
^  on  Monday  the  13th  Jane  next. 
<No.l39.) 

Howe  adjtfiiriMd  at  a  quarter 
pMt  Six  o'oloek. 

[foubth  bbbies.] 


VOL.  V. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Fridatf,  27th  May,  1892. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  dock. 
QUESTIONS  . 


THE  NEWTOWNARDS  UNION 
SCHOOLMASTER. 
Me.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Local  Government  Inspector,  Colonel 
Spaight,  has  reported  that  tlw  school* 
master  of  Newtownards  Union  and  the 
clerk  of  Lisbum  Union,  the  latter  it  is 
stated  being  eighty-four  years  of  age, 
are  unfit  to  disoha^  the  duties  of  tbnr 
respective  offices ;  and  in  view  of  the 
responsible  and  important  nature  of 
the  duties  which  the  schoolmaster  and 
clerk  of  a  Union  are  required  to  dis^ 
charge,  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  call  upon  these  officers  to 
tender  their  resignations ;  and,  if  not, 
what  action  do  they  propose  to  take  in 
regard  to  their  Inspedior's  Report  ? 
*Thb  chief  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) ; 
It  appears  that  the  schoolmaster  tX 
Newtownards  is  soBlering  bom  bron- 
chitis following  upon  an  attack  of 
influenza,  and  he  has  been  granted 
leave  of  absence  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  medical  officer  of  the  Union. 
As  to  the  clerk  of  the  Lisbum  Union,  I 
answered  a  questioii  on  the  16th  inst. 
put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Down  (Mr.  McCartan),  and  per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  will  be  ^ood 
enough  to  refer  to  my  answer  given 
then. 

LOTJGH  NEAGH  DRAINAGE  RATE. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state 
the  amount  annually  collected  for 
maintenance  rate  in  the  Lough  Neagh 
drainage  district ;  what  are  the  relatt^ 
proportions  of  the  sums  paid  for  main- 
tenance of  officers*  salaries,  imd  travel- 
ling ezpttises  of  the  members  of  the 
Drainage  Board ;  and  wh^  a  yearly 
statement  of  expenditnre  is  not  sab- 
mitted  to  the  cess-payers. 
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*3fB.  JACKSON  :  The  Lough  Nea^ 
district  drainage  rate  is  in  no  way 
under  the  control  of  the  Grovemment, 
and  I  have  no  official  information  on 
the  matters  referred  to. 

THE  CASE  OF  JAMES  THOMPSON. 

SiE  THOMAS  BSMONDB  (DubUn 
Co.,  S.)  (for  Mr.  William 
O'Bbieh,  Cork  Co.,  N.£.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  an  unfortu- 
nate Army  pensioner  named  James 
Thompson,  atpresent  an  inmate  of  the 
Kaisington  Workhouse,  who  received 
four  severe  wounds  daring  the  Indian 
Mutiny,  which  lamed  him  for  life,  and 
afterwfu^s  received  other  terrible 
injuries  by  reason  of  an  accident  at 
the  Boyal  Small  Arms  Factory  at 
Bparkbrook  ;  and  is  he  aware  that 
Thompson  was  for  twenty-four  yeturs 
denied  the  full  pension  to  which  a 
soldier  wounded  in  action  is  entitled, 
and  that  he  received  no  compensation 
for  the  injuries  he  sustained  in  the 
Boyal  Small  Arms  Factory  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  considering  Thompson's 
advanced  age  and  ■  many  injuries 
received  in  the  public  service,  and 
considering  that  ms  ptestnt  pension  is 
appropriated  to  pay  the  cost  of  his 
support  in  the  workhouse,  some  allow- 
ance will  be  made  him  in  the  shape  of 
arrears  of  pension  or  compensation  for 
accident  which  will  save  him  from 
dying  in  a  workhouse? 

The  financial  SECEETABT  to 
THB  WAE  office  (Mr.  Bbodeick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)  :  James  Thompson 
served  eleven  yesurs  in  the  Army.  He 
received  a  wound  in  1857,  but  was  not 
invalided  till  1864,  when  he  received  a 
pension  of  ninepence  a  day,  the  usual 
rate  in  such  cases,  when  the  recipient 
H  able  to  supplement  his  pension  by 
his  earnings.  In  1888  it  was  repre- 
imted  that  this  was  no  longer  the 
ease,  his  disability  having  become 
worse,  and  his  pension  was  increased 
to  one  shilling  and  twopence.  He 
was,  however,  snfifioently  fit  for  eim)loy- 
ment  as  a  labourer  in  the  Boyal  ranall 
Arms  Factory  at  Birmingham,  but 
before  he  had  been  there  seven  months 


he  sprained  himself,  and  had  unfortu- 
nately to  be  dischai^ed,  receiving  £1S 
10s.  injury  pay  and  £31  168.  compen- 
sation in  August  last.  I  am  afraid 
that  nothing  more  can  be  done  for  him, 
but  of  course  should  he  leave  ths 
workhouse  his  pension  of  one  shilling 
and  twopence  would  cease  to  ba 
diverted  by  the  Local  Authorities. 

WESTPORT  UNION  ELECnOM. 
Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (for  Mr. 
W.  O'Bbien)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ci 
Ireland  under  what  authority  have  the 
Local  Government  Board  intimated  to 
the  sitting  Guardians  for  the  AchiU 
and  Dooega  Electoral  Divisions  of  the 
Westport  Union  that  their  election  as 
Guardians  is  invalid,  on  the  plea  that 
the  landlord,  Mrs.  Pike,  who  never  paid 
rates,  whose  name  is  not  on  the  rate- 
book, and  who  had  not  taken  oat  pro- 
bate to  her  husband  at  the  time  of  tlw 
election,  did  not  record  her  votes  ;  and 
if  he  will  explain  on  what  grounds  tiie 
Local  Government  Board  have  dis- 
allowed five  out  of  six  votes  claimed  by 
the  Franciscan  community  at  Achill, 
whose  votes  have  been  recorded  with* 
out  objection  for  several  years  past,  bat 
have  allowed  the  votes  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Achill  Protestant  Missions,  who 
contribute  nothing  towards  the  ratee, 
and  who  only  hold  a  religious  trust  for 
a  non-resident  community  ? 

'^'Mb.  JACKSOK  :  I  am  informed  thaA 
the  election  referred*  to  was  set  aside 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  who 
were  advised  that  the  Betuming  Offioer 
had  illegally  disallowed  the  votes  of 
Mrs.  Pike.  The  rates  were  paid  by 
Mrs.  Pike's  agent,  and  the  receipt 
taken  out  in  her  name  in  respect  of 
freehold  property  to  which  she  suc- 
ceeded on  the  death  of  her  husband. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  take  out  pro- 
bate of  her  husband's  will  in  order  to 
qualify  her  to  vote.  With  regard  to 
tne  Iranoiscan  community  at  AchiU, 
the  property  in  respect  to  whwh  they 
are  qualified  to  vote  beiiig  rated  at 
under  £20  (£12  lOs.),  they  are  only 
entitled  to  one  vote.  The  Trustees  of 
the  Achill  Missions  are  rated  as  such, 
and  entitled  under  the  Act  to  vote. 
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DISPUTES  IN  THB  SUNDERLAND 
SHIPPING  TRADE. 

Mb.  FENWICK  (Northumberlaod, 

"Waasbeckj :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

•c^  State  ror  the  Home  Depaitment 
vhetfa«r  his  fU^tention  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  John  Henderson,  who 
TV  as  sentenced  by  the  Magistrates  of 
Sunderland  on  19th  May  to  fourteen 

•days'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour, 
and  without  the  option  of  fine,  for 
alleged  intimidation  of  one  of  the 
officials  of  the  Shipping  Federation 
Company,  Limited ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  three  of  the  Justices  who 
tried  the-  case  were  shareholders  in 
vessds  entered  in.  the  Shipping  Federa- 
tion ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  one 

•of  the  Justices  who  tried  this  case  was 

'  opposed  by  the  defendant,  and  defeated 

.  at  the  last  Municipal  election  for  the 
Borough  of  Sunderland ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  steps  are  being 

'  taken  to  have  this  case  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  he  will  under- 

'  take  that  Henderson  shall  be  released 
from  prison  pending  the  decision  of  the 
Higher  Court  7 

c  Mu.  MILVAIN  rDurham):  Before 
the  rif^t  hoD.  Gentleman  proceeds  to 

.  answer  that  question,  may  I  be  per- 
mitted to  ask  nim  another  which  arises 

'  out  of  the  question  on  the  Paper,  and  of 
which  I  have  given  my  right  hon. 

:  Friend  private  notice  ?  I  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
is  aware  that  large  numbers  of  Union 
men  now  assemble  as  pickets  at  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  shipping  ofBces  on  the 

'  Tyne,  the  Weaj:,  and  the  Tees,  to 
forcibly  prevent  non-Union  seamen 
signing  articles  of  service  on  board 
British  ships ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
bands  of  such  Union  men  assemble  in 
the  public  ways,  at  the  docks,  on  the 

>  quays,  and  {even  forcibly  board  some 
vessels  and  use  violence  for  the  purpose 
of  intimidating  non-Union  sailors  from 
exercising  their  right  to  ship  at  wages 
wM<di  they  are  ready  and  willing  to 
accept ;  and  if  the  tacts  are  as  st^ed, 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
take  any  steps  to  seenre  to  those  men 
immanity  from  such  intimidation? 

The  SECRETABT  op  STATE  fob 
THE   HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 

■  Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  In 
i  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the 


Wansbed^  Diviidion  I  have  to  say  John 
Henderscm  yraa  sentenced  on  the  19Mi 
instant  to  foarterai  days'  imprisonment 
for  following  with  more  than  two  other 
persons  in  a  disorderly  manner  throng 
the  streets  one  Laurence,  with  a  view 
to  compel  him  to  abstain  from  doing 
acts  which  he  had  a  right  to  do.  The 
case  was  tried  before  fOur  Magistrates, 
two  of  whom  were  medical,  men,  one  a 
retired  draper,  and  the  fourth  a  Ipnb- 
Usher.  Tluree  of  these  gentlemen-o^ 
shares  in  shipping  companies  whose 
vessels  are  entered  in  the  Federation, 
but  neither  erf  them  take  any  part  m 
the  numagement  of  those  vessels,  or  in 
the  action  of  the  Federation.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Justices*  clerk  that 
neither  he,  nor,  as  he  believes,  the  Jus- 
tices, knew  anything  of  the  connection 
of  these  vessels  with  the  Federation.  I 
am  informed  that  it  is  incorrect  that 
either  of  these  Magistrates  was 
opposed  or  defeated  by  the  defendant 
at  the  last  municipal  election  for  Sun- 
derland. Henderson  was  never  im- 
prisoned. Notice  of  appeal  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions  was  given  and  he  ma 
allowed  to  leave  the  Court  at  once  and 
to  complete  his  recognisances  the  next 
day.  No  steps  have  been  taken  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Queen's 
Bench.  I  have  received  reports  to  the 
effect  mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Local  Authorities  of  Sunder- 
land, Middlesbrough,  and  Northumbeor- 
land.  I  have  as  yet  received  a  reply 
only  from  Sunderluid.  I  am  informed 
that  there  have  been  only  a  few 
requests  made  to  the  Chief  Constable 
there  for  police  asnstance,  which  have 
been  at  once  complied  with,  and  that 
he  has  ample  force  at  his  disposal 
to  take  aU  necessary  action  in  the 
event  of  any  large  body  of  men  being 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  intimida- 
tion, an  event  which  has  not  yet 
occurred. 

Me.  FENWICK:  Is  it  not  the  faet, 
as  stated  in  the  evidence  given  at  the 
trial,  that  Henderson  was  passing  up 
on  the  opponte  aide  of  the  street  to 
that  on  which  the  perBon  alleged  to 
have  been  intimidated  was  passing 
down;  and  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware  that  it  was  the  mere 
fact  that  Henderson  is  a  delegate  of  the 
Seamen'sandFiremen'sUnion  which  led 
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to  his  being  chiurged  with  having  indted 
'io  intimidatibn^  and  that  it  was  mere 
accident,  as  ^own  in  the  evidence,  that 
he  was  in  the  street  at  the  time  whm 
the  intimidation  was  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  ? 

Mb.  R0BEBT80N  (Dundee):  Am 
I  right  in  inferring  that  the  prosecution 
was  not  for  intimidation,  but  under  one 
(rf  the  clauses  of  the  Conspiracy  Act  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  Under  the  fifth 
sab-section.  Icannotanswertheque&tion 
of  the  hon.  Member  without  notice. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GBAHAM 
Qljanark,  N.W.):  As  I  gather  that  in 
this  cam  the  members  of  one  Union 
were  engaged  in  trying  the  members  of 
another  Union,  may  I  ask  is  there  any 
way  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of 
Such  a  case  in  which  Union  men  were 
tried  by  magistrates  connected  with  the 
Federation,  the  two  organisations  being 
in  conflict  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  The  mere  fact 
of  a  magistrate  owning  a  share  in  a 
Shipping  Company  whose  vessels  are 
entered  in  the  Federation  would  not 
disqualify  that  magistrate  from  trying 
scum  a  case.  I  c£onld  imagine  that 
thfflre  are  few  magistrates  in  these  ports 
who  do  not  own  one  or  more  shares  in 
^pinng  Companies. 

MULLIKGAB  MAILS. 
Mb.  TUITB  {Westmeath,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
it  is  his  intention  to  establish  a  mail 
car  service  between  MuUingar  and 
Hultyfamham,  County  Westmeath ; 
and,  if  so,  can  he  see  his  way  to  extend 
the  service  to  Bunbrusna,  a  distance  of 
two  miles  further  on,  in  order  that 
letters  and  parcels  posted  in  Mullingar 
after  nine  p.m.,  also  those  arriving  by 
the  3-15  a.m.  mail  train  at  MuUingar, 
may  be  delivered  in  regular  course  ? 
*The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febqusbon,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  It  is  not  intended  to  establish  a 
mail  car  service  to  and  from  Multyfam- 
ham,  which  is  very  conveniently  served 
under  existing  arrangements.  A  mail 
oar  wonld  entoil  additiontd  ezpenditmre 
not  covered  by  the  revenue. 

COUNTY  CLARE  POLICE. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  B.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 

Jfr.  Fmwiok 


has  been  directed  to  the  resolution 
nnanimously  passed  by  the  magistrates- 
and  oesspayers  wlio  attended  ^e  Olare- 
CoTmty  at  haxgB  Sessions,  pointing  oat 
that  uie  state  of  the  coonty  having^ 
warranted  the  removal  of  the  three 
military  detachments  in  Clare,  and  as- 
the  present  force  of  extra  police  forma- 
a  grievous  burden  on  the  cesspayers,. 
they  would  respectfully  request  the- 
Chief  Secretary  to  invite  the  attentioa 
of  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  the  case  of  the  county,  with  a  view 
to  having  the  strength  of  the  free  force- 
augmented  by  the  transfer  of  a  lai^- 
number  of  the  extra  police  to  it,  as  has- 
been  done  in  Counhr  Kerry ;  and  yrhaik 
action  the  Irish  Government  intend' 
taking  on  this  representation? 

*Me.  JACKSON :  Within  the  past 
year  the  extra  police  force  in  the- 
County  Clare  was  reduced  by  forty-two 
men,  and  there  has  recently  been  a  still 
further  reduction  of  thirty-five  men  of 
the  extra  force  and  twelve  men  of  the- 
reserve  carried  out.  There  is  no  legal 
power  to  consider  the  question  of  in- 
creasing the  free  quota  of  the  county 
until  the  next  triennial  re-distribaticm^ 
when  the  cases  of  all  counties  will  h%- 
considered,  having  regard  to  their 
claims  in  respect  of  population  and 
area. 

POLICE  BOOT  CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy,  Ac.)  : 
I  begto  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  in  the 
contract  held  by  Messrs.  Poeock 
Brothers,  of  Southwark  Bridge  Boad^ 
for  the  supply  of  boots  for  the  use  of  tiie 
Metropolitan  Police,  there  is  any  undw* 
standing  that  the  wages  paid  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  contract  shall  be  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  House;  and  is  he 
aware  that  a  portion  of  the  work  is 
done  at  the  employees'  own  homes  at 
wages  which  return  them  less  than 
threepence  per  hour  ? 
*Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  oontraot 
with  Messrs.  Pocock  Brothers  for  tiie- 
supply  of  boots  for  the  use  of  tiie 
Metropolitan  P(dice  contains  a  elause- 
which  embodies  the  conditions  of  the 
Resolution  passed  by  this  House  oa 
13th  February,  1891.  That  portion  of 
the  work  referred  to  in  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  question  known  as  "  cAoa- 
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lug  the  uppers,"  is  pud  for  at  the  rate 

'Of  thxeepence  haJ^oiny  per  pair  of 
boots,  and  at  this  rate  a  good  workman 

>oan  earn  from  fifteen  shillings  to  twenty 
shillings  a  week.  This  work,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  trade,  is  always 

•done  at  the  homes  of  the  workpeople, 
and  for  it  there  is  no  recognised  rate  of 
wages  omrent  in  the  toade.  The  work 
is  generally  done  in  country  villages  by 

tboys,  girls,  and  women. 

OFFICERS  OF  EXCISE. 
Bib  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (Dublin 
'Go.,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Ghanoellor 
-of  t^e  Exchequer  if  he  will  state  if  the 

.barrier  between  first  and  second  class 
■ofi&cers  of  Excise  is  maintained  in  the 

interests,  of  discipline  and  efficiency, 

why  it  is  that  all  second  class  officers 
;are  kept  for  years  behind  the  barrier  at 
■a  stationary  salary  before  their  qualifi- 
•oations  for  promotion  are  inquired  into ; 

what  is  the  difference  in  the  nature  of 

the  duties  of  first  and  second  class 
•officers;  whether  a  first  class  officer 

has  disciplinary  power  over  a  second 
«ola88  officer ;  and  whether  it  would  be 

possible  to  so  increase  the  maximum  of 

the  second  class  and  the  minimum  of 
^he  first  class  officer  that,  when  an 
•officer  reaches  the  maximum,  there 

would  be  a  possibility  of  a  vacancy 
.arising  in  the  class  above  to  which  he 

might  be  promoted  if  found  deserving  ? 

*The  CHANCELLOE  op  the  EX- 
•CHEQUEB  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
•George's,  Hanover  Square) :  The  rate 
•of  promotion  from  one  class  to  another 

in  the  Bxeise  depends  upon  the  oocur- 
irence  of  vacaQoies  in  the  higher  class. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Inland  Bevenue 
tto  inquire  into  the  qualifications  for 

promotion  of  officers  in  the  lower  class 

whenever  vacancies  are  likely  to  occur. 

Broadly,  the  difference  between  the 
•duties  of  a  first  and  second  class  officer 

is  that  the  larger  and  more  responsible 
•duties  are  entrusted  to  the  former  and 
ithe  smaller  and  less  important  duties  to 
ithe  latter.  My  answer  to  the  third 
■and  fourth  paragraphs  of  the  hon. 

Momber's  question  is  in  the  aegative. 

^THB  PERSIAN  TOBACCO  CONCESSION. 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  KEAT  (Elgin  and 
Nairn) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  the 
Mr.  Talbot  who  received  the  concession 


for  a  tobacco  monojpoly  in  Persia  is  the 
same  person  who  has  stood  iox  some 
years,  and  still  stands,  on  the  officii^ 
list  as  Supervisor  of  the  Store  Depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
in  London ;  whether  he  was  in  posses- 
sion of  that  appointment  when  he  ob- 
tained the  concession ;  whether  he 
obtained  the  concession  with  th^  cogni- 
zance of  the  India  Office ;  and,  if  so, 
under  what  rule  of  the  Service;  uid 
whether  any  action  has  been  taken  in 
ra^urd  to  his  position  at  the  India 
Office  since  the  nets  as  to  his  obtaining 
the  ocmcession  have  been  made  known  ? 

The  under  SBCRBTABY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member's  question  ig 
"  No." 


Mb.  SEYMOUR  EEAY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afhin  whether  the  name  of 
the  concessionaire  of  the  Persian' 
Tobacco  Monopoly  is  G.  H.  Talbot, 
who  is  the  brother  of  Major  A.  C. 
Talbot,  the  Political  Resident  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  and  whether  hepossesses 
military  rank;  and,  if  so,  in  what 
corps? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  Foreign  Office  has  no 
special  knowledge  with  regard  to  the 
military  rank  or  the  corps  of  the  gentle- 
man in  question.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  the  information  for 
which  be  seeks  la  the  Army  List,  or  he 
might  obtain  it  from  the  War  Office. 

Mb.  EEAY:  What  about  the 
initials? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  I  believe  the 
initials  of  the  gentleman  referred  to 
are  G.  F.,  not  O.  H.  I  thought  it  was 
a  misprint. 

SALARIES  OF  CUSTOMS'  OFFICERS. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  oase  which  appeared  in  the 
Daily  News  of  the  12th  instuit,  where 
a  Customs'  officer  was  summoned  to 
the  Thames  Police  Court  by  a  seaman 
for  detaining  twelve  ounces  of  tobacco 
and  a  bottle  of  Florida  water,  and  to 
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the  otHnments  oi  the  magistrate  on  the 
proebedingircf  tiie  Cnstoms'  authorities ; 
whether,  in  the  inquiry  held  by  the 
Obanoellor  of  the  Kxchequer  in  1891, 
into  the  complaints  of  the  officers  of 
the  Outdoor  Department  of  the  Cnstoms, 
that  while  superior  officers  receiving 
la^  salaries  were  granted  substantia 
benefits,  the  subordinates  —  namely, 
boatmen,  receiving  very  low  pay,  were 
ffrantednothing,  but  sustained  pecuniary 
ToBB  by  the  abolition  of  classification, 
and  tliat,  in  oonseqaence,  a  great  deal 
ct  discontent  prevails  amongst  the 
officers  of  this  class ;  uid  whether,  in 
view  of  the  temptation  to  improper 
exercise  of  their  duties  which  is  caused 
by  the  low  scale  of  salaries,  the  Trea- 
sury would  grant  an  improvement  in 
the  position  of  these  officers  ? 
•Mb.  GOSCHEN:  The  Board  of 
Customs  have  had  under  consideration 
the  oiroumstances  referred  to  in  para- 
graph No.  1  of  the  hon.  Menu>er'8 
question,  and  have  directed  an  inquiry 
tp  be  made  as  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
officers  in  the  case.  I  may  mention 
that  the  officer  in  question  was  not  a 
boatman,  but  a  preventive  officer.  With 
regard  to  the  remaining  part  of  the 
question,  it  gives  an  entirely  wrong 
impression  of  what  was  done  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inquiry  held  by  myself 
in  1891.  The  change  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  alludes,  by  which  the 
distinction  between  the  two  classes  of 
l)oatmen  was  abolished,  was  granted 
by  me,  not  without  some  compunction, 
as  a  eoncoBBion  to  the  officers  and  on 
their  request.  I  coniddered  that  there 
was  force  in  the  ailment  that  there 
was  scarcely  sufficient  space  between 
the  minimum  salary  of  the  lower  class 
and  the  maximum  of  the  higher  class 
to  warrant  a  division  at  that  particular 
point.  This  separation  of  the  two 
dasses  having  been  abolished,  the 
boatmen  were  to  move  up,  by  incre- 
ments of  £1  a  year,  from  the  bottom 
throueh  the  whole  of  what  was  formerly 
two  olassest  instead  of  being  stopped 
half-way  and  having  to  wait  for  promo- 
tion before  they  could  continue  their 
annual  increment.  This  was,  generally, 
a  boon  to  the  class,  or  was  intended  to 
be  so ;  but  I  understand  that  there 
have  been  individual  cases  where'  boat- 
men have  been  at  the  maximum  of  the 
beoond  class  and  would  on  promotion 
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into  the  first  class  have  received  a  £&' 
increment;  and  wherSt  therefore,  th» 
change  operates  to-^  disadvantage  o£ 
such  individuals.  In  all  re-organisa- 
tions  where  boons  have  been  coiderred^ 
I  have  found,  to  my  regret,  that  in-- 
dividual  grievances  of  a  {fusible  cha- 
racter arose  with  which  it  was  difficulty 
to  deal.  Generally,  the  intention  wack 
to  improve  the  boatmen's  position,  and. 
to  open  up  to  them  better  chances  of 
promotion  than  they  enjoyed.  Li 
estimating  the  effect  of  the  changes 
made  upon  the  position'  of  uia 
boatmen  generally,  it  is  important 
to  take  into  account  the  great 
improvement  made  in  their  pros- 
pects of  promotion.  This  apparently 
has  not  been  done  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's informant.  Some  minor  grievances.' 
— for  instance,  one  connected  with- 
Sunday  pay — are  at  present  under  my 
consideration. 

ARABI  PASHA. 

Mb.  WILLUM  ABBAHAM  (Lim* 
erick,  W.) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if 
bis  attention  has  been  drawn  to  & 

passage  in  the  Overland  Times  of 
Ceylon,  which  states  that — 

"  Mr.  T.  J.  Lipton  left  for  China  to-day  i» 
the  P.  and  0. 1.8.  'Tluniea,'  wtd  said  good-bj*- 
to  Arabi  Pasha  befofe  he  went  on  board,  bi^. 
later  on  Arabi  went  out  to  the  '  Thames.*  W» 
believe  this  is  the  first  time  Arabi  has  been 
afloat  since  he  has  been  in  the  Island  " ; 

whether  this  was  the  first  time  on 
which  Arabi  Pasha,  during  his  Im- 
jnisOBment,  has  been  allowed  to  leavfr 
the  Island ;  and  whether,  oonsidering- 

that  he  has  shown  no  inchnation  tof 
abuse  any  extra  privileges  accorded  to- 
him,  it  would  be  possible  to  mitigat» 
or  to  put  an  end  to  his  imprisonment 
in  Ceylon  ? 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  ris* 
to  a  point  of  Order,  Sir.  I  beg  to  ask 
yon  whether  my  hon.  Friend  is  justified 
in  asking  a  question  arising  out  of 
solicitude  for  an  unfortunate  exile,  in 
allowing  such  question  to  be  made  th» 
medium  for  a  vulgar  advertisementi, 
Mr.  liipton  being  the  well-known 
advertising  tradesman  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  No  point  of  Order- 
arises. 

Mb.  COX :  May  I  ask  is  it  not  tho~ 
fact  that  Arabi  Pasha  has  only  twioe^ 
during  the  time  of  his  detention,  bean 
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out  of  Colombo  beoaase  of  bis  inade- 
quate allowance  ? 

Thb  UNDEE  secretary,  op 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H. 
DE  WoBHB,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
Questions  on  this  sabject  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Foreign  Office;  the 
Colonial  Office  knows  nothing  about 
these  matters. 

NATIVE  INDIAN  TBOO^. 

Sib  BOPEB  LETHBBIDQE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  GoTomment  of  His  Highness  the 
Nizam  has  offered  to  raise,  equip,  ejid 
maintain,  at  its  own  cost,  a  strong 
military  force  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
the  Empire ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  accepted  this  offer; 
and,  if  sOj  what  effect  has  been  given 
to  the  acceptance  by  the  Government 
of  India,  and  what  recognition  has  been 
accorded  of  the  8|nrit  in  which  the 
offer  was  made  ? 

Mb.  CURZON  :  In  1887  the  Nizam 
offered  to  contribute  a  lai^e  sum  of 
money  to  the  defence  of  t£«  Empire, 
or,  to  use  His  Highness's  own  words, 
"  in  time  of  war,  his  sword."  This 
loyal  and  generous  offer  was  utilised  in 
ma  oti^isation  of  the  scheme  of 
"  Imperial  Servioe  Corps,"  imder  which 
the  Larger  Native  States  maintain  a 
portion  of  their  troops  on  a  footing  to 
take  the  field  in  line  with  the  British 
Army.  In  Hyderabad  this  scheme  is 
still  m  course  of  evolution. 

THE  WIBHAW  BUILDING  80C1ETT. 

Mb.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  de- 
mands that  the  "Wisbaw  Building 
and  Investment  Society  "  should  change 
its  name  to  the  "Wisbaw  Investment 
and  Building  Society,"  and,  seeing 
that  this  Building  Society  was  estab- 
lished in  1858,  and  incorporated  under 
the  Building  Societies  Act  of  1874,  and 
that  the  said  Society  lately  rraolved  to 
aher  and  amend  its  Rtues,  whether 
it  is  compulsory  for  the  Society  to  alter 
Its  name  although  unwilling  to  do  so ; 
and  whether  Section  7  of  the  Treasury 
Regulations,  as   to    the   names  of 


Societies,  applies  only  to  Societiea 
established  at  a  date  subsequent  to 
that  of  the  Act  of  1874  ? 

Mr.  GOSGHEN  :  I  wlU  answer  thift 
questaon  for  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
The  hon.  Member  is  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  Assistant  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies  for  Scotland  aa 
Registrar  of  Building  Societies  in  Scot- 
land has  "  demanded  that  the  Wishaw 
Building  and  Investment  Society  should 
change  its  name."  It  is  not  "  compul- 
sory Tor  the  Society  to  alter  its  name  if  it 
isunwUUngtodoso."  Asr^rdsthelast 
paragraphof  the  h<ui.Membffl:'8  question. 
Regulation  7  of  the  Secretary  en  State's 
R^ulationa— to  which  I  presume  he 
refers — as  to  the  names  ot  Societies, 
does  not  "  apply  only  to  Societies 
established  at  a  date  subsequent  to 
that  of  the  Act  of  1874,"  but,  so 
far  as  regards  a  change  of  name, 
applies  to  all  incorporated  Build- 
ing Societies.  The  facts  of  the  case 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  alludes^ 
are  that,  under  Regulation  5  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Regulations,  the 
Assistant  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies 
for  Scotland  has  refused  to  register  a 
complete  alteration  of  rules  for  tha. 
Wishaw  Society  until  such  complete 
alteration  or  new  set  of  rules  has  oeen 
brought  into  conformity  with  the 
Building  Societies  Acts  by  the  Society's 
adopting  a  name  of  which  the  last 
words  shall  be  "Building  Society"; 
but  under  Regulation  4  he  has  offered 
to  register  a  partial  alteration  of  Rules 
under  the  Society's  present  restored 
name. 

AFRICAN   CHARTERED  COMPANIES 
AND  RESIDENT  INSPECTORS. 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM :  I 

beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  could 
see  his  way  to  appoint  a  Resident 
Inspector  in  each  of  the  territories  of 
the  great  Chartered  Companies  ia 
Africa? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  foreign  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LpWTHBB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  appointment  of  a  Kesi- 
deat  Inspector  in  each  of  the  territories 
of  the  Chartered  Companies  wonUl 
entail  a  heavy  expenditure.  A  rest- 
dence,  staff,  and  independent  means 
of  locomotion  would  have  to  be  pro- 
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vided  for.  These  requirements  in  un- 
civilised countries  would  represent 
lu^e  sums  of  money,  out  of  proportion 
to  the  advanti^^  ^*^|^  ^  ^  aerived 
from  their-presenoe.  Tasre  are  at  rare- 
sent  Government  offitnals  stationed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  all  the  territories 
referred  to,  through  whom  local  inves- 
tigations could  be  conducted  if  re- 
quired, and  to  whom  complaints  could 
be  made  if  desired. 

ALLEGED  INBOLVBKCY  OF  AN  IRISH 
HAaiSTUATB. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BBIBN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  it  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Chancellor  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Ferguson,  J. P.,  of  Banbridge, 
County  Down,  recently  made  a  compo- 
sition with  his  creditors ;  and  whether, 
in  consequence,  it  is  proposed  to 
remove  him  from  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  and  ex-offido  Guardianship 
of  the  Poor  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  No  information  to 
the  effect  alluded  to  in  the  question 
has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  his  Lord- 
ship's Secretary  is  informed  by  the 
proper  officials  that  no  proceedings  of 
any  kind  have  been  taken  either  by  or 
against  the  gentleman  referred  to  in 
tms  question. 

THE  CASE  OP  GERALDO  DE  LIMA. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (on  behalf 
of  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Siscretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has 
seen  a  letter  from  Geraldo  de  Lima  in 
the  African  Timoi,  of  1st  February, 
in  which  he  says — 

"In  good  bith  I  lum  reoomraended  the 
EngUih  people  to  the  Awoonaht,  md  to  Uie 
King  itlso,  and  have  always  advised  them  to 
be  lojal  to  the  British  Government  and  laws, 
Botmtlutaudiiig  the  treatmentlreceived  yean 

r.  .  .  I  mw  never  a  slave  dealer  in 
HMO  late  maater  C«ar  de  Ijma  was, 
and  auice  h»  death  my  trade  has  always  been 
tree  trade.  And,  because  my  name  is  de 
l^ma,  I  have  to  suffer.  .  .  .  I  do  not  know 
OD  what  ehaige  I  waa  deported  to  Accra.  I 
was  nercr  tried  at     " ; 

and  in  view  of  the  facts  that  Geraldo 
de  Lima  has  claims  against  the  British 
Government  for  £5,000,  the  justice  of 
which  have  been  ui^ed  by  men  of  in- 

3fr.     TT.  htmiher 


flnence  and  integrity  at  the  Gold  Coast, 
that  lus  house  and-  property  and  busi- 
ness have  gone  to  ruin  during  his 
imprisonment,  and  that  he  has  not 
been  allowed  to  see  his  family  once 
since  his  deportation  to  Ac<a:a,  wiUhe  be. 
charged  vrith  a  definite  o&nce  and 
tried,  or  else  liberated  and  sent  home  ? 

Baboh  H.  de  WORMS:  I  have  seen 
the  letter  to  which  the  hon.  Membffl* 
refers,  but  I  need  scarcely  point  out 
that  the  statements  it  contains  are  of 
an  entirely  tx  parte  character.  There 
is  no  information  in  the  Colonial  Office 
as  to  his  alleged  claims  against  the 
British  Government,  or  that  their 
justice  has  been  "  urged  by  men  of 
influence  and  integrity  at  the  Gold 
Coast.**  The  Governor  will,  however, 
be  asked  for  a  Report  on  the  subjebt,' 
and  also  to  state  whether  he  can  now 
recommend  de  Lima'i  release. 

THE  NEW  FOREST  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether 
Mr.  Pelham  has  sent  in  his  Report  on 
the  proposed  scheme  for  estabUshing 
a  rifle  range  in  the  New  Forest ;  and 
whether  the  Report  will  be  laid  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Military  Ijaads 
Bill  before  they  take  evidence  on  the 
subject  of  the  New  Forest  ? 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  The  Report  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  is  on  the  continent,  and  it 
will  be  presented  to  the  House  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  cannot  promise  that -it 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  on 
Monday. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  WiU  it  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Members  as  soon 
as  poasible — before  the  conclnsion  ot 
the  Committee  ? 

.  Ms.  BBOBBICK:  I  cannot  say  how 
long  the  Committee  will  last. 

COMMERCIAL  TREATIES. 

Mb.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  a  Convention 
has  been  signed  by  the  Governments  of 
Spain  and  f^nce,  under  which  France 
is  to  receive  the  **most  'favoured 
nation "  treatment  until  1st  July,  and 
afterwards  to  be  charaed  the  lowest 
duties  of  the  Spanish  tariff;  and 
whether  any  efforts  are  being  made  to 
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obtain  a  similar  Convention  between 
the  GoTemments  of  Spain  and  of  the 
Uijited  Kingdom? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  The  Foreign 
Office  has  been  informed  that  a  pro- 
visional  agreement  has  been  concluded 
between  the  Governments  of  Friinoe 
and  of  Spain.  France  will  give  her 
minimam  tariff  to  Spain  in  exchange 
for  the  Spanish  conventional  tariff 
which  is  in  force  for  Treaty  Powers 
until  Ist  July.  This  agreement  it  is 
undertood  will  only  last  until  1st  July. 
As  Her  Majesty's  Government  enjoy 
the  present  Spanish  conventional  tariif 
nntil  1st  July,  French  trade  will  not 
.  .be  placed  in  a  more  favourable  position 
than  British  by  this  arrangement. 

Mb.  LENG:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  adverted  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question. 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  I  have  in- 
formed the  hon.  Gentleman  before  that 
negotiations  are  going  on  with  the 
Spanish  Government  with  a  view  to 
the  extension  of  the  Commercial  Treaty, 
•but  at  present   I  am  not  able  to 

S've  the  hon.  Member  any  furthei* 
lormation. 

THE  MALTB8B  MARBIAOB  LAW. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 

•  engagements  or  undertakings  given  to 
the  Holy  See  as  to  the  Maltese 
Marriage  Law  and  the  other  matters 

■  broached  by  Sir  Lintom  Simmons  at 
the  Vatican  have  been  fulfilled,  or  has 

■  any  remonstrance  been  received  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as  to  their  non- 
fulfilment  ? 

Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley) :  Will  the 
:faon.  Gentleman  also  say  whether  any- 
thing has  been  done  to  enable  British 

•  sul^eots  in  Malta  to  contract  marriages 
nndsr  the  Act  of  last  Sesuon? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB :  May  I  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will  postpone 
I  bis  question  tiU  Monday.  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
mforn^ation,  but  I  will  undertake  to 
give  him  an  answer  on  Monday. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  I  suppose  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  postpone  the  Vote 
•on  Account  till  Moncuby  also? 


Mb.  LOWTHSB:  I  mil  en- 
deavour to  get  the  answer  down  from 
the  office  as  soon  as  I  cui,  and  if  the 
hon.  Member  wishes  to  have  this  infor- 
mation before  the  Vote  on  Account  I 
witl  communicate  it  privately  before 
the  Vote  conies  on. 

Mb.  HEALY :  I  am  satisfied. 

THE  COST  OF  EXCISE  COLLECTION. 

Mb.  KELLY  (Camberwell.  N^:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury what  the  cost  of  oolleoting  the  Ex- 
cise for  the  financial  year  1884  was,  and 
what  that  for  1891  was ;  and  what  the 
amounts  of  Excise  Bevenue  brought  in 
charge  in  those  two  years  respectively 
were  ;  and  whether,  In  the  year  1884, 
the  officers  of  Excise  received  £11,000 
for  collecting  the  Agricultural  Statistics, 
and  if  that  amount  is  still  paid  to 
them  ?  I  must  apologise  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  not  being  in  my 

Elace  when  the  question  was  first  called, 
ut  I  was  detained  upstairs  with  Com- 
mittee work. 

The  SECBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SIIBY  (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham^ :  I 
was  about  to  apologise  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  being  absent  myself.  I 
am  unable  to  separate  the  cost  of  col- 
lecting the  Excise  from  that  of  the 
collection  of  Inland  Bevenue  generally. 
The  Excise  Bevenue  was  £27*306,000 
in  1884-5,  and,  including  that  paid  to 
the  Local  Taxation  Accoimt, 
£30,884,000  in  1891-2.  The  second 
question  has  been  answered  more  than 
once  recently,  the  last  answer  having 
been  given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  17th  inst. 

Mb.  KELLY  :  My  object  in  putting 
down  the  question  is  to  ascertain  this. 
In  1884  the  amount  was  3-9,  and  a  sum 
was  charged  for  agricultural  statistics, 
whereas  in  1891  when  the  amount  was 
3-26  that  sum  was  not  so  charged. 

SiB  JOHN  GOBST :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  give  me  notice  of  that 
question. 

PETROLEUM  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 
Mb.  KELLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiiairs 
whetheVthe  "Provisiohal  Eegulations" 
of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  in  regard  to 
bulk  transit  in  the  Suez  Canal,  under 
which  new  systems  of  anciiorage  and 
compulsory  con  voyage  are  reqairfKl,con- 
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stitute  an  infringement  or  modification 
of  the  pledge  which  was  given  by  the 
Del^ate  of  Turkey  at  the  International 
Tonnage  Convention  held  at  Constan- 
tinople, in  which  it  is  stated  that — 

"  Mo  modifl cation  for  the  future  of  the  con- 
ditioDB  for  the  posisge  through  the  CMial 
shall  be  permitted,  whether  in  regard  to  the 
oangafciOD  toll  or  the  dues  for  towage, 
Viohorwe,  pilotage,  &e.,  exeept  with  the  ood- 
■ent  of  the  Butuime  Porte,  which  will  nM 
take  any  dedaion  on  this  subjeot  without  pre- 
viously coming  to  an  understanding  with  the 
piin^pal  Powers  interested  thereiir'? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHBR:  In  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
the  Provisional  Begulations  do  not  con- 
stitute any  infringement  of  the  Declara- 
tions of  the  International  Tonnage 
Convention,  as  the  navi^tion  tolls, 
towage,  anchorage,  and  pilotage  dues 
are  not  raised  or  altered.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  the  Provisional 
Emulations  is  one  rather  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Suez  Canal  Company 
than  for  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

.  "AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE"  UNDER 
THE  EDUCATION  CODE. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Lanca- 
riiire,  N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  he  has 
consulted  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  as  to  the  definition  of  "  average 
attendance  "  in  the  Code  of  last  year, 
upon  which  the  amount  of  the  fee  grant 
depends  under  the  new  Education 
Act ;  and  whether,  in  their  upinion, 
that  definition  is  in  certain  cases  incon- 
^tent  with  the  general  intention  of  the 
Act,  that  no  existing  school  should  be 
compelled  to  receive  a  less  fee  income 
than  they  did  before  its  passing  ? 

The  VICE  PEBSIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  William  Habt  Dyke, 
Kent,  Dartford) :  In  compliance  with 
the  undertaking  which  I  have  entered 
into,  instructions  have  been  given  for 
the  preparation  of  a  case  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown. 

QUESTIONS  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

Me.  EDWARD  HOLDEN  (WalsaU): 
Should  I  be  in  Order  in  putting  a 
question  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  without  notice? 

Mr,  Kelly 


52: 

""Ma.  speaker  :  No,  not  without 
notioe.  The  hon.  Mepober  may  pat  a 
question  on  the  Paper  for  Monday. 

BU8INEBS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.   LABOUCHEEE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  see  the  Vote  on  Account  is  tho 
second  Order  on  the  Paper.    I  havo  - 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  not 
be  carried  at  the  Morning  Sitting,  but 
in  the  event  of  its  not  being  carried, . 
does  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
intend  putting  it  down  for  the  Evraiing 
Sitting? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thk 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpoub. 

Manchester,  E.)  :  I  am  very  unwilling 
to  contemplate    the  contingency   to  ■ 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred.  - 
I  thought  I  had  reason  to  h^>e  that 
the  discussion  on  the  Small  Holdings  - 
Bill  would  take  hot  a  short  time,  and 
that  we  mi^t  finish  the  Vote  on 
Accoimt   by   ten    minutes  to  seven 
o'clock.  If,  however,  it  is  not  carried,  it 
will  certainly  be  ^t  down  for  this- 
evening,  because  it  is  neoessuy  ftur  tha 
purposes  of  the  Treasury  that  the 
money  should  be  voted. 

Me.  TIMOTHY  HEALY:  I  do  not 
think  the  discussion  will  take  long,  but 
it  would  be  unfair  to  closure  the  Debate 
at  the  Morning  Sitting. 

Mr.  BALFOUR:  I  am  very  anxious 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  raising  any  question 
they  Uke,  but  I  hope  the  House  will 
cut  down  anything  in  the  nature  of' 
unnecessary  cuscussion. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.)  : 
I  should  like  to  ask  with  respect 
to  the  fourth  Order  on  the  Paper, 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scot- 
land)  Bill,  whether  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  take  that  Bill  to-day, 
or  at  a  Saturday  Sitting,  or  at  some 
other  early  period  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  wo 
shall  be  able  to  deal  with  this  Bill, 
which  we  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  • 
pass.  Perhaps  if  we  get  through  the 
Vote  on  Account  at  the  Morning 
Sitting,  we  may  do  something  with  this 
Bill  tms  evening. 

Me.  MORTON  (Peterborough) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Notice  re- 
lating to  the  Orders  at  the  Evening 
Sitting  are  in  the  names  of  his  owft 
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SQpporters,  he  cannot  arrange  to  take 
Bapply  immediately  after  9  o'clock 
a  the  Vote  on  Account  is  not  finished 
at  7  ?  Will  he  also  tell  us  what  busi- 
ness he  intends  to  take  on  Monday  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  have  akeady 
answered  the  first  question,  and  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  in 
bis  i^aoe  he  would  have  heard  that 
if  the  Vote  on  Aoooont  is  not  finished 
before  7  o'clock,  we  ahaXL  take  it  at  the 
Bvening  Sitting.  With  respect  to  the 
second  question,  it  is  probable  that  we 
shall  take  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Irish  Education  Bill  on  Monday. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast.  W.) :  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  say 
definitelv,  because  if  that  Bill  is  taken 
the  Irish  Members  will  want  to  be 
here.  If  the  Bill  is  not  taken  on  Mon- 
day, they  can  be  better  engaged  else- 
where. 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  It  will  certainly 
be  taken  on  Monday  or  Tuesday ;  pro- 
bably on  Monday. 

ALLEGED  INTIMIDATION  BY  THE 
FARMERS*  ALLIANCE. 

Me.  BOBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  address  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  a  question  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice.  A  rather 
serious  statement  is  made  in  this 
morning's  papers  by  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Jessop,  a  well-known  writer  on  agricul- 
tural matters,  and  rector  of  the  parish 
of  Seaming.  Three  of  his  parishioners 
being  dissatisfied  with  the  wages  paid 
as  agricultural  labourers — namely,  128. 
a  week — obtained  employment  with 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company. 
Shortly  afterwards  they  were  dis- 
missed, as  he  asserts,  at  the  instance 
and  under  the  pressure  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance.  If  the  facts  are  as  stated 
here',  that  discloses  a  case  of  con- 
spiracy similar  to  that  which  was  taken 
up  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  in  Scot- 
Ifuid,  when  two  working  men  were  last 
year  prosecuted  and  punished.  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  can  promise,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  that  an  immediate 
inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the  facts  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  as 
stated  by  the  reverend  gentleman,  and 
whether  they  would  come  under  the 
Law  of  Conqiiraoy  ? 


Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  reowved 
notice  of  the  question  a  few  minutes  i 
ago,  and  I  woiud  suggest  that  the  hon. 
Member  should  put  a  question  to  ths:^ 
Attorney  General  on  the  subject,  as 
this  is  a  legal  question  that  I  am  not ' 
competeiit  to  deal  with.    I  do  not 
know  that  any  machinery  exists  by 
which  an  inquiry  could  be  made ;  but. 
the  Attorney  Genenl  or  the  Publia 
Prosecutor  will  probably  do  anything - 
that  they  may  think  neoesswry.  .The. 
hon.  Member  should  put  his  question' 
to  the  Attorney  General. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 


8MAIX  AQBICULTUBAL  HOLDINGS- 
BILL-(No.  183.) 

GONBIDEBATION. 

As  amended,  considered. 
NewGlanse — 

(Snun  HotfUngs  to  be  personal  proper^.)  ' 

"  Lud  comprised  in  » imall  holding  sh»l!  b*, 
and  BbaU  remain  person*!  proporty,  and  shallH 
be  dealt  with  in  like  manner  and  be  subject  ta- 
like  rales  of  law  as  leasehold  land.  , 

Provided  that  nothins  in  this  lection  shall'^ 
render  any  such  land  liable  to  probate  duty  or 
legacy  du^,  or  exempt  it  from  suocesaioa 

duty,*"— (if r.  Chaplin,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  president  of  the 
BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr. 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  As 
the  House  knows,  I  move  this  clause 
in  fulfilment  of  a  pledge  I  gave  during 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill.  I 
then  undertook  to  look  carefully  into' 
the  matter,  although  I  saw  consider- 
able objection  to  the  proposal  embodied 
in  the  clause.  This  clause  is  the  result 
of  subsequent  consideration,  but  I  am 
boimd  to  say,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  objections  which  I  took  to  the 
clause  at  that  time  are  still  undiminished^ 
as  I  think  it  eminently  undesirable  to- 
deal  with  such  a  large  matter  in  a 
SmaU  Holdings  Bill.  Still,  I  felt  that 
I  should  be  departing  from  a  pledm  if  I 
had  not  brought  in  the  clause.  I  beg- 
to  move  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^. 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  seoonA 
time." 
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*Mb.  THOMAS  H.  BOLTON  (St. 
jPanonw,  N.) :  I  hope  the  r^ht  bon. 
•Gratlemon  will  return  to  the  better 
•otMnion  he  held  a  week  or  two  ago  in 
tbia  matter,  and  withdraw  the  clause 
Altogether.  The  proposal  is  to  impose 
.-an  exceptional  treatment  of  these  small 
holdings,  as  distinguished  from  other 
land,  and  I  think  that  is  unnecessary 
And  objectionable.  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  only  moves  the 
firat  of  the  two  clauses  now,  the  one 
•dealing  with  Succession  Duty. 

Mb.  GHAFUN  :  YeBttheSuocesuon 
I>uty  Clause. 
*Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  :  I  do  not  quite 
understand  what  is  meant  by  the  con- 
•duding  part  of  the  paragraph  "  rules 
•of  law  as  leasehold  land."  What  are 
the  rules  as  to  leasehold  land  distin- 
.gniahing  it  from  other  personal 
property?  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
special  rules  of  law  dealing  with  lease- 
hold land,  and  I  cannot  understand 
what  the  words  refer  to.  The  clause 
would  be  quite  clear  if  the  words  after 
■Jlpersonal  property"  were  left  out. 
The  subsequent  words  only  suggest  and 
introduce  difficulties  in  dealing  with  it. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  I  will  undertake 
to  have  the  wording  altered  if  that  will 
satisfy  the  hon.  Member. 
•Mb.  SHAWLEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
■Central) :  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  preserve  the  clause — not 
necessarily  m  its  integrity  as  to  the 
wording ;  but  the  siuistanoe  of  the 
-olanse  is  only  introduced  to  carry  out 
:the  intentions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  as  announced  to  the  Committee. 
I  have  always  thought  that  the  easiest 
way  to  deal  with  real  property  subject 
to  Succession  Duty  was  to  treat  it  as 
leasehold  property.  The  clause  is  a 
reasonable  and  proper  one  for  carrying 
•out  the  promise  of  the  I'ight  hon. 
Oentleman  to  the  Committee. 

Mb.  darling  (Deptford) :  I  rather 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
listen  to  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Pancra8(Mr.  T. H.Bolton).  Apparently, 
the  intention  of  the  clause  is  that  the 
holding  shall  be  treated  as  real 
property  in  all  respects  except  one  ; 
Ana  that  is,  that  it  shall  be  divisible 
Among  the  survivors  of  the  owner  as 
personal  property  ;  but  before  the 
•  clause  is  withdrawn  or  modified,  I 
:  should  hke  to  know  what  was  aimed 


at  by  the  draftsman  who  put  ui 
those  words?  With  regard  to  the 
rules  of  law  as  to  leas^old  land,  the 

first  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  lease  the 
land  goes  back  to  the  person  who 
granted  the  lease.  That  is  the  only 
distinct  law  to  which  leasehold  land  it 
subject.  How  long  is  this  lease  for? 
As  long  as  che  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
in  office  or  for  a  diorter  term  ?  How 
long  are  the  holdings  to  be  subject  to 
these  rules  ?  This  tinkering  with  the 
law  relating  to  land  will  lead  to  great 
evil  considering  what  this  Bill  is  to  do. 
We  are  about  to  fix  on  the  soil  a  most 
deserving  class,  something  like  the  old 
yeoman  farmer,  in  whose  case  the 
land  passed  from  father  to  son  for 
generations.  Suddenly  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  every  time  a  tenant 
dies  there  is  to  be  a  division  among 
his  family,  or,  if  the  holding  is  too 
small,  it  is  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
divided.  This  is  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple and  not  of  form,  and  before  we 
pass  the  clause  I  should  like  to  know 
exactly  what  is  meant  by  saying  that 
the  holdings  are  to  be  dealt  with  like 
leasehold  land  ? 

*SiR  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
(Sussex,  North  West) :  I  think  anyone 
will  agree  that  the  alteration  of  thisclause 
is  a  step  in  a  direction  which  ouf^t  to 
be  very  carefully  considered  before  it  is 
adopted.  We  are  taking  a  step  which 
may  extend  to  all  real  property  in  the 
country.  I  say  that  we  ought  not  by  a  side 
issue  in  the  middle  of  a  Bill  propound  a 
proposal  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance as  that  in  this  clause.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  may  not  have  altered 
his  view  on  the  matter  ;  but  had  I  been 
in  lus  place  in  the  Committee,  I  would 
haTO  gone  to  a  Division  and  been 
defeatM,  if  it  was  to  he  so,  on  so  grave 
a  point  rather  than  have  given  way.  I 
agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
that  leasehold  property  reverts  to  the 
owner  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease ; 
but  is  there  not  something  more  in  the 
wording  of  the  clause  ? — 

*'  L«od  oomprised  in  a  idikII  hoMbig  tball 
be  and  ahftl)  remain  perional  property. 

That  may  be  taken  to  mean  that  when 
it  has  reverted  to  the  original  owner  it 
shall  still  remain  personal  proporty, 
and  that  is  a  point  which  deserves 
most  serious  consideration. 
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Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  should 
like  a  Uttle  more  explanation  of  the 
last  two  lines  of  the  clause.  Appa- 
rently in  some  oases  the  holding  wiU  be 
sold  and  the  money  divided;  uid  I 
fear  in  that  case  the  successors  would 
have  to  pay  both  Probate  and  Legacy 
Duty,  and  not  merely  Succession  Duty, 
which  would  be  very  unfair  on  these 
poor  people  on  whom  we  desire  to 
confer  the  benefit  of  paying  only  one 
duty.  If  the  explanation  of  that  part  of 
the  clause  is  not  satisfactory,  I  shall 
move  an  Amendment  unless  I  should 
be  in  order  in  movingit  now. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  more  his  Amendmmt  after  the 
clause  has  been  read  a  second  time. 

Mk-HBRBERT  T.  KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN  (Kent,  Faversham) :  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of 
the  protest  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
has  made  against  the  adoption  of  this 
clause.  It  seems  to  be  objectionable 
on  two  grounds :  It  deals  with  an 
important  question  by  a  side  wind,  and 
practically  abolishes  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture m  a  Bill  dealing  with  small 
holdings ;  and  I  do  not  think  this  is 
the  proper  time  to  discuss  such  a 
matter.  If  the  clause  is  adopted,  it 
will  defeat  the  object  of  the  Bill.  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  adhere 
to  his  former  view  and  withdraw  the 
clause. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  (ComwaU,  Bod- 
min) :  No  one  who  has  followed  the 
action  of  the  right  hon.  G^nUeman 
oppofflte  will  protest  against  the  intro- 
duction (rf  this  clause.  The  principle 
was  assented  to  after  a  good  deaf  of 
discussion,  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  be 
now  withdrawn.  My  own  opinion  is 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the 
clause.  As  to  the  wordmg  of  the 
clause,  that  is  a  matter  which  can  be 
considered  after  it  has  been  read  a 
second  time.  I  may  point  out  that 
the  rule  of  descent  is  one  of  the  rules  of 
law  as  to  leasehold  land. 

(3.10.)  Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  I  stated  at 
the  commencement  of  my.observations 
tiiat  this  clause  was  intirauced  by  me 
on  this  occasion  in  virtue  of  what  I 
eonsidered,  after  carefully  re-examining 
the  question,  to  be  a  pledge  binding  on 
me,  and  from  which  I  could  not  depart. 
I  stated,  also,  that  my  own  objection 
to  the  clause  was  undiminished;  but 


that  in  virtue  of  the  pledge  I  took  the 
only  course  open  to  me.  I  must  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle* 
man  behind  me  (Sir  Walter  Barttelot) 
that  upon  the  question  of  principle  the- 
Govemment  were  pledged  already,  as> 
the  principle  of  this  clause  is  embodied 
in  a  Bill  they  have  lUready  introduced 
themselves ;  and  the  only  ground,, 
therefore,  which  I  had  to  consider  was 
the  ground  of  expediency.  I  repeat 
that,  personally,  on  the  ground  of 
expediency,  I  do  think  it  unreasonable 
that  this  question  should  be  dealt  with 
in  a  fragmentary  way ;  but  it  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  Bill  to  deal  with  it  as 
a  whole,  and  I  felt  myself  bound  to 
carry  out  the  pledge  to  introduce 
this  clause.  I  will  take  care  that 
words  shall  be  inserted  in  another 
place,  if  necessary,  to  make  the  mean- 
ing perfectly  clear.  But  I  believe 
myself  the  clause  will  be  sufficient  in 
itself.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  agree  not  to 
discuss  the  question  further,  but  come 
to  a  decision  without  delay. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  think  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  very  much  magnify  this- 
matter.  As  I  understand  it,  this  was 
simply  intended  to  prevent  ihd  misfor- 
tune which  these  small  holders  are 
liable  to  fall  into — that  is  the  misfor- 
tune arising  from  these  small  holdera- 
dying  without  making  a  will.  It  is^ 
well-known  that  these  small  men  will 
not  make  a  will ;  and  there  have  been, 
a  good  many  instances,  in  the  absence 
of  a  clause  like  this,  where  a  man  has- 
died  without  making  a  will,  and  his- 
wife  and  children  have  lost  all  their 
little  property,  which  has  gone  to  a- 
stranger,  or  to  some  cousin,  or  other 
person  as  ^he  next  heir. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

(3.13.)  Mb.  PICTON:  I  beg  to- 
move  the  omission  of  the  last  two  lines 
of  the  clause.  I  do  not  think  it  fair 
or  right  that  this  provision  should  be 
put  in  at  all.  When  we  are  introdniung 
a  new  class  of  landowners  in  this  way* 
I  think  we  should  be  taking  a  rery  false 
step  to  adopt  such  a  provision  as  this. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  agree  to  the  omission  of  these 
two  lines — ^four  and  five  of  the  clause. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to 
leave  out  from  the  word  "  land  "  to  the 
•  end  of  the  Clause. — {Mr.  Pieton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  I  now  have  to 
move  another  clause,  which  is  ^ain  in 
fulfilment  of  a  pleo^  which  I  gave 
when  this  Bill  was  going  through  Com- 
mittee. The  point  was  raised  in  de- 
bate on  one  occasion  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  that  at  the 
«lo8e  of  the  ten  years  during  which  the 
new  owner  would  be  subje^  to  certain 
eonditiona,  and  alter  the  period 
when  he  had  paid  off   the  whole 

'of  the  purchase-money,  it  might 
happen  that  land  which  had  been 
taken  from  and  sold  by  an  adjoin- 
ing landlord  might  be  used  for  pur- 
poses which    might  be    a  nuisance 

.  and  a  great  injury  to  the  community ; 
and  thAt,  therefore,  the  owners  of 
property,  with  that  fear  and  apprehen- 
sion in  their  minds,  would  be  slow 

■to  sell,  and  thus  prevent  the  bringing 

■  of  the  raovisions  of  this  Bill  into  opera- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated 

■  as  a  compromise  between  his  view  and 
my  own  that  I  might  introduce  a 
clause  providing  for  the  pre-emption 
ot  the  land  by  either   the  adjoining 

-  owners,  or  the  original  owner,  or  the 

County  Council,  in  the  event  of  the 
new  owner  of  the  holding  desiring  to 
part  with  it  for  purposes  other  than 
agriculture.  I  have  considered  the 
question,  and  I  have  submitted  the 

-wause  in  its  present  form  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Hoose.  I  think  it 
will  meet  the  main  object  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  in  view;  that 
ia  to  say,  to  remove  the  fear  of  injury 
or  the  unwillingness  to  sell  the  land  on 

^the  part  of  the  existing  landowners. 

'l  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  accept 
this  clause. 
New  Clause — 

of  pr6-«mptioQ.) 
"  It  ftt  uy  tim*  aftv  tlu  restrietiva  eon- 
ditfans  impoaad  hf  this  Act  have  eaued  to 

-.attach  to  a  amall  holding,  tbo  ownor  of  the 
holding  deair.-a  to  um  or  lell  the  holding  for 

EiirpoflM  O'h  I-  th&n   affrievilture,  he  ahall 
efore  BO  doi  <K  offer  thenoldiDg  for  ule  to 
the  person  wpereoMwhoaahuda  immediately 

Mr.PieUm 


adjoin  the  holding,  and  leotions  one  hundred 
and  twentv-eerwi  to  one  hondred  end  thirty  of 
"The Lands Chwaea Act,  1846,*shan  ap^f  as 
if  the  owner  ot  the  amaB  holding  were  tm  pro- 
moter of  the  andert»k>ttg,eBdtheholdiagiiate 
ei^erfluoui  lends  within  the  mraniagflf  thoaa 
seetiona,"— (jlfr.  CAoyvfin,) 

— ^brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

*Me.  THOMAS  H.  BOLTON:  I  can 
only  repeat  the  protest  which  I  made 
against  putting  this  embarrassing  in- 
fliction upon  the  people,  who,  you 
propose,  should  become  landowners 
undisir  this  Bill.  I  believe  the  objeet 
of  the  clause  is  to  have  some  provision 
or  condition  hanging  over  the  property 
to  prevent  it  being  speculated  m  by 
persons  who  want  to  build  on  it  or  to 
make  profit  out  of  it  rather  than 
to  cultivate  it  themselves ;  but  I 
do  not  think  this  clause  will  effectually 
carry  out  that  object.  I  think  tl:^ 
practical  effect  of  this  clause  will  be 
to  make  this  property  almost  unmarket- 
able. The  provisions  of  the  Lands 
Clauses  Act  are  inapplicable  to  these 
small  holdings ;  and  if  this  clause  be 
adopted  it  wul  necessitate  long  and  ex- 
pensive inquiries,  which  may  entail  heavy 
costs  upon  small  holders.  These  people 
having  paid  their  money  and  bought 
their  little  property  ought  to  be  as  &ee 
to  deal  with  it  as  any  other  owners  who 
have  purchased  property.  Why  ^ou 
should  inflict  possible  loss  and  practical 
restriction  upon  the  land  is  beyond  my 
comprehension.  Your  object  is  to  enoou- 
rage  these  men  to  invest  their  little  money 
in  the  purchase  of  these  properties ;  and 
while  you  have  that  good  object  in  view, 
you  propose  to  hang  over  these  people 
the  right  of  compulsory  purchase  by  an 
adjoining  owner.  Why  adjoining  owner? 
Why  should  it  not  be  the  original 
owner?  And  if  adjoining  owners,  which 
of  the  adjoining  owners?  After  catting 
up  land  into  sections  for  these  small 
holdings  adjoining  owners  would  pro- 
bably be  two  or  three  of  these  small 
holders,  whose  land  may  bound  this 
land  which  yoa  propose  to  s^.  Which 
of  these  small  nolders  is  to  have  the 
right  of  pnrehase?  You  are  hanging 
over  these  small  properties  a  oondititm 
which  will  be  absolute^  destructive  to 
them  in  the  market.   Who  would  buy 
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with  the  liability  of  being  compelled, 
in  certain  events  quite  likely  to 
happen,  at  any  time  to  sell  by 
■  arbitration,  witn  the  liability  to 
pay  the  ooBts  of  the  arbitration  ?  It  is 
altogether  a  most  damaging  and  in- 

i'arious  provimon.  I  do  hope  the  ri^t 
ion.  Gentleman  will  see  his  way,  in 
view  of  the  difficulties  it  woold  cause, 
to  withdraw  the  clause  altogether  ;  but 
in  its  present  form  it  is  quite  clear  that 
it  ought  to  be  amended. 

Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seriously  pro- 
poses this  cUnise,  and  the  objec- 
tion taken  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  seems  to  me  to 
apply  quite  as  much  to  the  original 
•owner  as  to  the  adjoining  owners. 
Neither  of  these  classes  of  persons  have 
the  slightest  or  the  remotest  shade  of 
a  claim  upon  this  land,  or  to  a  claim  to 
-exercise  the  right  of  pre-emption.  The 
adjoining  owner  has  done  nothing  to 
-entitle  fcum  to  claim  to  exercise  this 
right  over  this  land  to  which 
Parliament  thought  fit  to  attach  a 
■certain  reversion,  and  with  respect 
to  which  Parliament  gave  facilities 
for  creating  small  holdings.  The 
•original  owner  has  no  daim  whatever 
npon  the  land,  because  he  has  been 
paid  the  full  price  for  it  in  the  open 
market  by  a  public  authority.  If  the 
land  is  to  revert  at  all  it  should  revert 
to  the  County  Council,  the  only  body 
that  has  any  claim  or  any  right  of  pre- 
emption over  this  land,  and  which 
represents  all  the  ratepayers  within  the 
county.  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gent^man    will    not    ask    us  to 

rd  any  more  of  the  time  of 
House  in  trying  to  force  on  us 
a  clause  which  is  thorou^y  in- 
oxousable,  and  which,  if  passed,  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever  will  cause  all 
manner  of  heart-boming  and  endless 
litigation,  and  do  no  good  whatever  to 
the  community.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  persists  in  bringing  the 
forces  of  the  Govemfhent  to  bear  in 
•order  to  carry  this  clause  and  succeeds, 
we  shall  move  a:  number  of  Amend- 
ments upon  the  clause,  the  chief  one  of 
.which  will  be  that  tl:^  right  of  pre- 
<«nption  shall  be  given  to  the  County 
"Council  of  the  county  in  which  the. 
holding  is  Bituated.   I  trust  the  ri^^t 


hon.  Grentleman  will  save  the  time  <tt 
the  House  by-giving  an  intimation  that 
this  Amendment  will  be  accepted. 

*Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  Certainly 
I  think  the  clause,  as  it  is  framed,  is 
open  to  very  serious  objection.  I 
nnderstood  in  the  course  of  the  disouv- 
sion  which  took  place  on  this  subject 
in  Committee  that  the  general  view 
was  that  if  any  owner  of  one  of  these 
small  holdings  desired  to  sell  it  for 
other  purposes,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
should  be  given  to  the  County  Council, 
and  not  to  the  former  owner  or  to  the 
adjoining  owner.  But  under  the 
clause  the  'County  Council  will  have  no 
right  of  pre-emption  whatever.  The 
right  of  pre-emption  is  given  not  to  the 
former  owner  of  the  property,  who  soU 
and  severed  it  from  nis  estaie,  but  to 
all  or  any  of  the  adjoining  owners  ot 
the  Iwid  immediately  adjoining  the 
small  holding.  Let  me  illustrate  it  by 
a  case  :  Suppose  that  a  small  holding 
becomes  valuable  for  building  purposes 
quite  unexpectedly  in  consequence  of  a 
railway  coming  into  the  neighbourhood, 
or  for  any  other  reason;  under  this 
clause  this  unearned  increment  will  go 
not  to  the  owner  of  the  small  holding, 
not  to  the  County  Council  by  whose 
money  the  small  liolder  was  enabled  to 
become  the  owner  of  his  holding,  not 
even  to  the  original  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty, but  to  the  adjoining  owner. 
("No,  no!")  That,  I  understand,  is 
the  meaning  of  the  clause. 

Mb.  JESSE  C0LLIN6S :  The 
small  holder. 

-Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  Not 
necessarily,  It  may  be  some  gresA 
adjoining  landowner,  who  would  never 
sell  his  property.  I  do  not  think  that 
can  be  uie  intention  of  the  Government. 
It  seems  to  me  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
wise  course  to  adopt  would  be,  if  the 
principle  of  reversion  be  introduced  at 
all,  if  the  right  of  pre-emption  be 
given  to  anybody,  it  should  be  given  to 
the  County  Council  by  whom  the  land 
was  originally  purchased  from  the 
original  owner  and  sold  again  for  the 
purpose  of  small  holdings.  But  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  deurable,  if  the 
County  Council  were  unwilling  to  take 
it,  that  the  former  ownor  should  have 
it.  The  increment  of  value  arising 
from  this  property  should  go  to  the 
owner  of  the  small  holding,  or  else  to 
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the  County  Council.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  presB  this 
clause  in  its  present  shape. 

(3.30).  Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS 
(Birmingham,  Bordesley) :  Scnne  clause 
of  this  kind  is  absolutely  necessary,  not 
in  the  interest  oi  the  landowner,  but 
to  protect  the  small  holder  &om  the  land 
speculator.  There  are  two  great 
reasons  why  a  clause  of  this  kind  was 
asked  for.  First  of  all  it  was  held  that 
landlords  could  not  be  found  to  sell 
underthese  conditions,  when, at  the  end 
of  ten  years,  the  land  might  get  into 
the  hands  of  some  speculative  builder 
who  might  erect  factories  or  jerry  build- 
ings or  anything  which  might  become 
a  nuisance.  The  other  reason  was  to 
woteot  the  small  holding  from  getting 
into  the  hands  of  the  Iwd  speculator, 
who  thought  he  could  do  better  with  it 
than  let  it  remain  a  small  holding.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  is  mistaken  in  suppos- 
ing the  unearned  increment  will  go  to 
the  landlord ;  it  will  go  to  the  small 
holder,  because  the  landlord  will  have 
to  pay  the  actual  worth  of  the  land  at 
the  present  time.  But  mypurpo8e,and 
the  purpose  of  the  GoTemment,  is  to 
retain  these  small  holdings  as  small 
holdings,  and  I  venture  to  suggest  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
olanae  should  read  in  this  way :  We 
should  give  the  right  of  [nre-emption 
to  the  Gonnty  Council  for  the  purpose 
of  the  small  holding,  and  then  if  the 
County  Council  does  not  want  to  buy 
— and  for  my  part  I  do  not  care  who 
gets  it  if  it  is  left  a  small  holding — ^we 
should  give  the  right  to  the  original 
landowner  or  his  successors  in  title,  or  to 
neighbouring  landowner.  We  are 
now  de^ng  with  the  one  blot  in  what 
18  a  very  good  Bill.  Under  a  subse- 
quent clause  the  small  holdings  are  only 
to  remain  intoot  for  ten  years.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  the 
County  Council  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
and  faiUng  them  the  original  landowner 
or  his  successors  in  title  or  the  neigh- 
bouring landowner,  then  I  think  he 
will  secure,  as  far  as  can  be  secured  at 
present,  that  these  small  holdings  shall 
remun  as  small  holdings,  and  will 
protect  the  small  holder  m>m  his  great 
enemy — the  man  who  wants  to  take 
advantage  of  scune  needy  time  in  order 
to  buy  we  small  holding  from  him.  If, 
in  addition  to  that,  the  right  hon. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 


Gentleman  will,  in  a  subsequenb- 
Amendment,  extend  the  ten  years  I 
think  we  shall  make  this  into  a  good 
Bill.  The  effect  of  the  clause  -so- 
amended  will  be  to  keep  the  small 
holding  as  a  cultivated  small  holding, 
for  the  utmost  possible  time. 
(3.35.)  Me.  AOllED  GATHOBNE- 
HABDT  (Sussex.  East  Grinstead) :  I 
think  it  is  quite  easy  to  discuss  this 
clause  without  heat,  though  ther& 
seems  to  be  something  in  the  very 
words,  "  imeamed  increment,"  which 
is  calculated  to  raise  heat.  The 
question  of  unearned  increment  going 
to  the  landlord  does  not  arise  in  any 
shape  or  form  in  this  clause.  There 
must  be  some  means  of  the  small  holder- 
dealing  with  the  paxyperty,  provided  that 
for  some  reason  or  another  it  is  un- 
desirable to  carry  it  on  as  a  small 
holding.  This  clause  gives,  in  tlwse- 
circnmstances,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  the  landowner  of  the  adjoining 
holding.  I  think  it  really  ought  to  be  to- 
the original  seller.  Wbatevermaybe  the 
price,  either  by  agreement  or  by 
arbitration,  the  unearned  increment 
will  go  to  the  small  proprietor  who- 
originally  had  it.  I  think  some  right 
of  pre-emption  should  rest  with  the- 
person  originally  selling,  for  these 
reasons — ^that  we  desire  niat  this  Act 
should  vrork  freely ;  we  desire  to  give- 
the  landowners  an  inducement  to  sell 
to  those  who  are  willing  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  this  Act.  Well,  I  think 
they  will  be  much  less  ready  to  sell  if^ 
at  the  time  that  their  property  haa- 
ceased  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act,  it  might  go  into  the  hands  ol 
the  Coimty  Councu,  or  of  anybody  else- 
who  might  happen  to  buy  it  without 
their  having  any  voice  in  the  matter 
and  for  that  reason,  seeing  it  is  no- 
question  of  the  landlord  makmg  a  jwofit^ . 
and  seeing  it  will  facilitate  the  working 
of  the  Act,  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  adhere  to  the  clause  as  it 
stands,  subject  to  this,  that  he  might 
substitute  "  ordinal  owner  "  for  "  ad- 
joining owners. 

Mb.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Glou- 
cester, Cirencester) :  I  am  glad  to  be 
in  absolute  accordance  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bordesley  (Mr. 
Jesse  Gollings)  oa  this  question. 
I  think  it  was  distinotlT  imaerBtood 
that  a  clanBe  would  be  mtrodoeed  by 
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the  Government  to  the  effect  that,  if 
"we  are  going  to  advance  public  money 
iin  this  way,  we  would  not  be  check- 
mated by  the  land-grabber  or  the 
-speculative  builder,  and  that  these 
places  should  npt  be  perverted  from 
being  small  holdings.  Then  when 
it  came  to  the  means  which  we  shonld 
Adopt,  I  think  there  was  a  general  con- 
currence of  opinion,  first  of  all,  that 
the  County  Council,  bemg  the  {lopular 
authority,  should  have  the  first  right  of 
pre-emption  merely  in  order  that  they 
should  continue  these  small  holdings  as 

■  small  holdings  ;  and  failing  the  power 

■  of  the  County  Council  to  continue  them 
as  small  holdings,  there  is  only  one 
person  who  ought  to  have  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  and  that  is  the  landlord 
who  sold  the  land  in  the  first  instance. 
I  never  heard  anything  more  absurd  or 
ridiculous  than  this  question  of  adjoin- 
ing landli»d.  You  might  have  one 
landlord  on  the  north,  another  on  the 
south,  another  on  the  east,  and  another 
on  the  west.  Are  they  going  to  toss  up 
who  shall  have  the  power  proposed  to 
be  given?  The  only  person  who  has 
any  right,  when  it  ceases  to  be  a  small 
holding,  is  the  landlord  who  has  been 
willing  and  ready  to  put  his  land,  with- 
out any  compulsory  powers,  into  the 
hands  of  the  County  Cbuncil  for  the 

Eurpose  of  these  small  holdings;  and 
e  has  a  right  to  be  protected  from 
having  a  lot  of  buildings  put  on  his 
property  which  might  very  likely  be 
a  great  nuisance.  I  cannot  imagine 
why,  after  that  particular  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bordesley  which  carried  out  exactly 
what  the  House  intended,  and  what 
I  beUeve  we  all  understood,  this 
Amendment  should  ever  have  been 
put  on  the  Paper.  It  is  past  altering 
and  past  amending,  and  I  do  appeal  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  to  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  accept  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bordesley,  and 
settle  the  question. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon, 
&c.) :  I  do  not  think  this  clause  answers 
its  ost>nsible  object.  That  I  understand 
isto  f  i^ilitate  the  saleof  landfor  the  pur- 
pose of  small  holdings,  and  of  offering 
some  inducement  to  the  owner  and  some 
prospect  that  when  the  smaU  holding 
ceases  to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  there 
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will  be  the  power  of  re-entry.  That  will 
not  be  the  result  as  the  clause  stands — 
the  original  owner  must  be  the  adjoining 
owner.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
the  County  Council  makes  a  purchase. 
They  would  not  purchase  five  acres 
here  and  five  acres  there.  They  would 
probably  make  a  purchase  of  a  whole 
farm  of,  say,  a  hundred  or  two 
hundred  acres,  and  ipaxeel  that  out 
into  twenty  or  thirty  small  hold- 
ings. The  result  would  be  that  a 
small  holding  might  be  a  portion  in  the 
middle  of  thirty  or  forty  others 
parcelled  out  of  the  farm.  Under 
these  circumstances,  then,  the  person 
who  would  be  entitled,  under  this 
proposed  clause,  to  purchase  the 
superfluous  land  would  not  be  the 
original  owner,  but  some  adjoining 
small  owner,  or  perhaps  a  dozen  smau 
holders,  whose  lands  will  be  contiguous 
to  the  one  not  used.  This  seems  to  be 
based  upon  some  idea  that  we  are 
following  the  clause  of  the  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  but  there 
are  some  important  distinctions 
between  that  Act  and  this  provision. 
The  most  practical  distinction  is  this  : 
that  in  the  case  of  the  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act  the  powers  are 
generally  used  for  the  purpose  of  bnying^ 
or  sellio^  land,  to  make  a  railway, 
and  in  a  case  of  that  character  it  is 
very  proper  you  should  give  the  originid 
owner  the  right  to  purchase  super- 
fluous  lands.  But  there  is  nothing  of 
the  same  kind  in  this  case  as  in  the 
case  of  making  a  railway.  You  buy  a 
whole  farm,  and  parcel  it  into  small 
holdings.  There  you  have  not  got  a 
strip  of  land  passing  through  the  estate 
for  a  commercial  purpose,  such  as  a 
railway.  It  is  simply  the  distribution 
of  one  whole  i&rm  into  so  many  small 
farms,  and  the  provision  in  this  case  is 
utterly  inadequate.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his 
way  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bord^ey,  and  give  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  the  County 
Council,  who  alone,  it  seems  to  me, 
have  a  reasonable  right  to  have  such 
a  power. 

Ma.  J.  POWELL  WILLIAMS 
(Birmingham,  S)  :  If  I  vote  for  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
it  will  be  in  the  hope  that  he  will  after- 
wards accept  the  proposal  toplace  the 
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Oonnty  Gooneil  first  in  this  right  of 
pre-anptioQ.  Thronghoot  the  Debate 
on  this  Bill  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  have  expressed 
their  desire  to  protect  the  small  hold* 
mgs  from  that  land  speculator,  but  I 
am  afraid  this  would  rather  play  into 
the  hands  of  the  land  speculator.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bordesley 
^ke  of  the  County  Council  having  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  that  right  being  exercised  in 
order  to  keep  the  l^d  for  the  purpose 
of  small  holdings ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  the  circumstances  such  as  were 
oODtemplatedby  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  did  arise,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  County  Council  to  keep 
the  land  strictly  to  the  purpose  of 
small  holdings.  The  purchase  money 
might  be  so  great  as  to  prevent  the 
transaction  hnn^-  an  economical  one. 
Therefore,  in  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  County  Council  I  would 
su^^est  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
exercise  the  right  primarily  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  smallholdings,  but  snbjeot  to 
the  consent  of  the  uocaX  Government 
Board  for  any  other  public  purpose.  It 
is  quite  conceivable  that  these  small 
holdings,  at  the  time  this  clause  comes 
into  operation,  may  be  in  the  centre  of 
a  great  town,  and  be  then  unsuitable  as 
such ;  but  the  land  would  be  eminently 
soitable  for  some  public  purposes,  such 
as  a  park,  and  I  would  give  the  County 
Council  the  right  to  retain  it  for  such 
porposes,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board.  Although  I 
shall  vote  for  the  Second  Beading  of 
this  clause,  as  it  includes  the  principle 
of  the  right  of  pre-emption,  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  afterwards 
oonsent  to  give  that  right  primarily  to 
the  County  Council. 

(3.47.)  Mb.  CHAPLIN:  Many 
oriticisms  have  been  made  on  this 
elause,  and  questions  have  been  asked 
as  to  the  adjoining  owner  who  is 
named  in  the  clause.  One  gentleman 
went  so  for  as  to  say  that  he  never  in 
Us  life  read  so  absurd  a  clause.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  clause  is  well  known, 
it  having  been  taken  horn  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  sale  of  superfluous  lands 
surchaeed  by  railways ;  and  that  hon. 
Member  will  find  that  I  have  practi- 
cally adopted  the  language  and  mean- 
ing of  certain  sections  of  the  Lands 

Mr,  iT.  Pomll  WiUkms 


Glauses  Act.  I  recognise  that  tiie 
clause  does  not  meet  with  ganenj 
ajmroval  as  it  is,  and  I  am  omt» 
mlling  to  try  to  amend  it.  I  think 
the  best  way  would  be  to  amend  the- 
clause  so  as  to  include  all  the  interests, 
involved,  and  for  that  purpose  I  shall 
accept  the  suggestion  that  the  ri^t  of 
pre-emption  should  be  offered  in  the- 
first  instance  to  the  County  Council 
from  whom  the  land  was  purchased  x- 
in  the  second  instance  to  the  original 
owner  or  his  successor  in  title ;  and  in 
the  third  instance  to  the  adjoining 
owners,  and  the  mode  in  whidi  the- 
priority  of  the  adjoining  owners  is  to  be- 
settled  is  prescribed  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause  as  it  now  stands.  If  the- 
House  accepts  my  proposal,  and  will 
read  the  clause  a  second  time,  I  shall 
move  Amendments  to  carry  it  out. 

(3.49.)    Me.  JOSEPH  CHAM^EB- 
LAIK  (Birmingham,  W.) :  The  House- 
will,  I  am  sure,  recognise  the  very  con- 
ciliatory spirit  shown  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  this  Minister  for  Agricnltore^ 
and  I  imagine  that,  so  fu  as  the 
question  of  the  persons  to<  whom  the 
right  of  pre-emption  is  to  be  given  Ib- 
concem^,  the  concession  which  h& 
has  just  made  will  be  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  the  House.    But  there  is 
one  point  to  •which  he  did'  not  allude 
— I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered it — in  regard  to  which  I  think 
this  clause  is  somewhat  defective.  We 
had  two  objects  in  deahng  with  tMs. 
matter.   The  first  was  that  land  de- 
voted to  the  purchase  of  small  holdings, 
under  this  Act  should  remain  emplOTef 
for  that  purpose  as  long  as  poasible. 
There  may  be  circumstances  which  may 
make  it   impossible  to  continue  the- 
«mall  holdings ;  but  so  long  as  possible- 
the  House  desires  the  land  to  remain 
as  smaU  holdings.    The  second  object 
we  had  in  view  was  to  prevent  a  land- 
lord from  being  discouraged  from  sell- 
ing land  for  the  purpose  of  small 
holdings  by  the  fear  that,  after  the 
land  had  been  acquired  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  small  owner  might  change  his- 
mind  and  enter  into  building  speonla- 
tion,  and  thus,  without  the  consent 
of  the  original  landowner,  make  a 
different  use  of  the  land  and  reduce 
the  value  of  the  surrounding  property. 
Under  the  clause  as  it  stands  at  pre- 
sent the  owner  of  the  small  holdmg,. 
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,  if  entitled  to  the  increased  value  of  the 
land,  will  be  tempted  to  make  a  large 
profit  by  selling^  it  for  bqilding  pur- 
poses. Land"  wbM^'  a  small  nolder 
may  have  bonght  for  £100  near  a  large 
town  may  in  a  few  years  become 
w<»rth  £1,000  Here,  theq,  is  the  temp- 
tation to  the  ownffl:  of  the  small  hold- 
ing to  give  up  its  cultivation  in  ordet  io 
sell  it  for  building  purposes,  which  is  an 
evil  we  wish  to  avoid.  The  only  fair  pro- 
position, in  my  opinion,  would  be  to  say 
that  should  the  small  holder  no  longer 
wish  to  keep  the  land  he  shall  be  only 
able  to  sell  it  at  its  agriouknral  value. 
That  would  take  from  him  the  tempta- 
tion of  giving  it  for  building  pur- 
poses. Now.  that  IS  a  most  important 
point ;  and  as  the  clause  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  does  not  deal  with  it,  I 
hope  that  some  provision  will  be  intro- 
duced for  that  purpose. 

(3.52.)  Mb.  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  I  take  an  entirely  dif> 
ferent  view  to  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  It 
is  a  great  vwbnre  to  go  in  fw  hmd  at 
aJl,  and  I  consider  that  if  a  man  puts 
hi^  moiley  into  a  small  holding  and 
takes  the  risk  he  ot^ht  to  rei^  the  ad- 
vantage if  the  land  moreaaes  in  value. 

Mb.  DUGDALE  (Warwickshire, 
Nuneaton) :  I  am  afraid  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  arranging  matters  with 
adjoining  owners.  Suppose  there  is  a 
small  holding  bounded  on  all  sides  by 
the  property  of  adjoining  owners,  how 
far  18  the  Hinterland  to  extend?  I 
think  it  is  desirable  that  we  should 
know  Uiat. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  seocMid  time. 

(3.56.)  Mb.  CHAPLIN:  I  now 
move  to  insert,  in  line  4,  after  the  word 
•*  sale"— - 

**  First  to  the  Coonty  Council  from  whom 
the  boldiagwM  puTohased,  next  to  the  penoo 
or  persons,  if  any,  then  entitled  to  the  lands 
Irom  which  Uie  brndlng  was  ori^aUyserered 
•ndUieD." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  hox>e  the  Committee  will  not 
assent  to  this  proposition.  It  seems  to 
me  that  when  once  the  County 
Council  refuses  to  take  the  land  for  its 
own  purposes,  the  small  holder  himself 
fihouM  have  the  next  claim  to  it. 


An  hon.  Mkubeb  :  No. 

Mb.  BLUS:  Most  certainly.  Ihom 
the  right  lum.  Gentleman  wift  m 
satisfied  with  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  County  Council  only. 
Having  bought  the  land  the  C<M]nty 
Council  should  have  power  to  use  it 
for  such  purposes  as  they  may  think 
will  best  serve  the  interests  of  the 
locality. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  If  the 
Committee  will  allow  these  words  to 
be  inserted,  we  could  go  on  to  the  next 
sentence  of  the  clause  as  to  the  adjoin- 
ing owners,  and  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  deal  with  the  question  in  tlu*ee 
gradations. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  would  not  object 
to  strike  out  the  words  referring  to 
adjoining  owners. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  would 
suggest  that  ^e  words  "and  then" 
should  be  left  out. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  (ComwaU,  Bod- 
min) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
poses to  give  theri^ht  of  pre-emption 
to  the  County  Council,  but  he  also  uses 
these  words — 

"  Next  to  the  person  at  persons,  if  any,  then 
entitled  to  the  unds  tkom  whicJi  the  nolffing 
was  origindly  serwed.* 

Now,  it.  is  possible  that  the  property 
may  be  broken  up  into  two  or  three 
parts,  and  that  there  may  be  several 
owners.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  that 
before  going  further. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "purchased"  to  the  end  of  the 
proposed  Amendment.  —  {Mr.  Chan- 
ning.)  ' 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Words  inserted. 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  Shall  I  now  be 
in  order  in  moving  that  the  words  "uid 
then  "  be  omitted? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  No. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  I  am 
going  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gratieman 
to  accept  only  the  last  clause  of  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name, 
as  the  first  part  is  now  practically  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill.  My  Amendment  is  to 
add  to  the  New  Clause  the  following : — 
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"  The  price  of  luch  re-purohwe  ihall  be  the 
Tahie  <ff  the  Undas  agricultar^land,  together 
with  fair  oompeDiatioo  (or  all  improvementi 
made  for  the '  small  holder  or  his  prede- 
oeBtors." 

Question  proposed.  "  That  those 
'words  be  there  added." 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I.oannot  accept  this  Amendment.  The 
Committee  will  recollect  that  through- 
opt  the  whole  discussion  on  this  Bill  I 
have  always  claimed  for  new  holders 
that  they  should  ultimately  have  the 
right  to  acquire  the  freehold  of  the 
propertj/.  I  could  not,  at  this  stage  of 
the  Bill,  go  back  from  the  view  which 
I  have  pressed  upon  the  House 
throughout  with  regard  to  that  point. 
I  can*  quite  understand  the  ailments 
that  may  be  used  against  my  vibw  of 
the  case ;  but  I  have  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  and  I  feel  that  there  could 
be  no  greater  deterrent  to  the  new 
holders  whom  we  desire  to  see  created 
from  embarking  on  the  purchase  of 
these  holdings  than  the  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  if  the  holdings  should 
increase  in  value,  and  they  desire  to 
part  with  them,  they  would  receive  a 
price  which  might  be  much  less  than 
the  market  value — a  price  which  would, 
in  fact,  be  only  the  agricultural  value. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  After  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  will,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee,  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added. 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
pEABSON,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) ;  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
10,  after  Clause  21,  to  insert  the 
following  Clause : — 

(HfidiflcaUoD  as  to   suoceuion   to  BmRll 
holding!  in  BooUaod.) 
"  In  lieu  of  section  of  thie  Act,  the 

{oUowing  wovisions  shall  have  effect  in 
Seotlana :  -Land  comprised  in  a  small 
holding  shall,  (or  the  purposes  o(  succession, 
be  doomed  to  be  movc«ble  property,  provided 
tiiai  tiie  titlea  to  such  land,  ana  anj  securities 
afleeting  the  same,  shall  be  continued  to  be 
made  op  and  recorded  aooording  to  the 
present  law  and  practice,  except  in  so  far  as 
varied  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  Provided 
that  nothing  in  this  sectiOD  shall  render  any 
■aefa  land  liable  to  inventory  or  probate  duty 
or  oxempi  it  from  succession  duty." 

.  Clause  brought  up.  and  rand  the  first 
time. 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings 


Motion  imde,  and  Question  pro- 
posed,-**That  tlie  -Claase  be  read  a' 
second  time."-H[S»r'&.  J.  Pearson,) 

Mb.  oust  (Lincolnshire,  Stamford) : 
I  should  Uke  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  the  Scotch  law  is  different 
from  the  English  law  with  reference  to 
the  protection  of  rights  in  such  holdings? 
*SiB  C.  J.  PEABSON:  This  is 
entirely  a  consequential  clause.  There 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  Scotland  on  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  seoond  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jesbe  Golungb, 
the  following}  Amendment  was  agreed 
to: — Clause  4,  page  2,  line  32,  Wve 
out  from  **  the  County  Council, "  to 
"  County  Council,"  in  line  35. 
inclusive,  and  insert  similar  words 
after  line  2,  page  3. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  Before  the  hon. 
Gentleman  moves  his  next  Amendment, 
I  would  ask.  to  be  allovrod  to  propose 
that  which  stands  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devon  (Mr.  Seale- 
Hayne).  It  is  as  follows: — Clau8e4,page 
2,  line  40,  leave  out  from  "Provided/' 
to  "remove/*  in  line  41,  and  insert 
"  and." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  I  wiU 
now  move  the  following  Amendment 
which  stands  in  my  name : — 

Clause  4,  pwe  3,  after  line  2,  iMevi 
"The  County  Council  shall  have  pomr  to 
sell,  or,  in  the  ease  of  small  holdiaai  whiefa 
may  be  let,  to  let,  one  or  more  inudl  noldia^ 
to  a  number  of  persons .  wortdng  on  a  co- 
operative system,  provided  such  aystSB  be 
approved  fay  the  County  Council." 

Question   proposed,    "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Sib  HORACE  DAVEY  (Stockton) : 
I  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  know  what  he  means 
by  '*  persons  working  on  a  oo-operative 
system."  The  words  have  no  legal 
meaning.  It  is  one  of  those  Amend- 
ments put  across  the  floor  of  the  House 
and  accepted,  and  which  later  cost  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  much  expense. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  so 
alter  his  Amendment  that  it  may  have 
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a  reasonable  chance  of  being  under-  Clause  8. 
stood.  I  can  only-  understand  the 
words  to  mean  a  Joint  Stock  Company. 
In  my  experience  most  Co-operative 
Societies  are  Joint  Stock  Companies.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Member 
deems  it  likely  that  a  Joint  Stock  Com- 
pany will  take  a  small  holding. 

Qnestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Holdings  Bill.  .  7« 


Clause  5. 

Mb.  COBB :  The  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  my  name  merely  proposes  to 
carry  into  effsot  a  promise  tne  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  gave  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  19,  leave  out  sub-section  (3), 
aodincort  the  following  ■ub.cectioo (3.)  "If 
any  eouncillor  repraaeDtiiig  or  aldermaii  retid- 
ioe  in  say  part  of  a  coimtv  in  which  it  is 
alleged  that  there  ii  a  demand  for  small  hold- 
ings is  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  he 
shall  be  added  to  the  committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  allied  demand."— (Jfi*.  Co&&.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

*Mb.  MOBTON  (Peterborough):  I 
beg  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 
in  my  name.  When  we  were  in  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill  I  had  an  Amend- 
ment of  similar  piuport,  and  my  object 
in  repeating  it  is  to  afford  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  another  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering what  proportion  of  the  pu  rchase- 
money  shall  be  advanced.  As  the 
Bill  at  present  stands,  only  eighty  per 
cent,  can  be  advanced  to  the  purchaser 
by  the  County  Council.'  My  proposal 
means  that,  if  the  County  Council 
thought  fit,  it  should  be  permitted  to 
advance  ninety  per  cent.  I  venture  to 
urge  this  matter  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  because,  as  I  have  before 
pointed  out,  we  have  agreed  to  advance 
the  Irish  tenant  the  whole  amount  of 
the  piu'chase-money.  I  confess  I  can- 
not see  why  Enguuid,  Scotland,  and 
Wales  should  not  oe  treated  on  equal 
terms. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
32,  leave  out  "one  fifth,"  and  insert 
'*  ten  per  cent." — {Mr.  Morton.) 

-Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  is  out  of  Order., 
It  deals  with  a  subject  which  cannot 
be  submitted  while  I  am  in  the  Chiur. 


The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
B.  Wbbbteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  in  my  name — 

Page  4j  It  end,  add  and  an  entiy  in  tba 
resiater  snaU  be  admissible  evidence  of  th9 
title  of  the  person  to  whom  the  entiy  relates,'* 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  l  have 
an  Amendment  to  move  to  this  clause. 
When  we  were  in  Committee  I  pro* 
posed  to  leave  out  the  word  *'  ten." 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  com- 
mit himself  to  any  promise,  but  he 
&aid  that  he  was  open  to  consider 
whether  or  not  he  could  lengthen  the 
term  to  which  the  restrictive  clause 
should  am}ly.  I  ask  him  now  to  make 
the  period  thirty  years  instead  of  ten. 
Altm>ugh  I  can  see  objections  to  making 
the  clause  permanent,  yet  I  consider 
ten  years  altc^ther  too  brief  a  period. 
After  the  land  is  bought,  the  small 
holder  will  enter  on  his  work,  and  in 
a  few  years  will  be  subjected  to  the 
tactics  of  some  land  speculator  who 
has  an  eye  on  the  small  holding.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  con- 
sent to  extend  the  term  to  thirty 
years,  he  would  do  much,  I  consider,  to 
secure  the  good  working  of  his  BiU. 
Under  Clause  9,  Sub-section  6,  the 
County  Councils  are  allowed  to  sell 
these  small  holdings  without  any  con- 
ditions whatever,  and  that  seems  to  me 
fully  to  meet  any  special  occasions  that 
may  arise. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4, 
Une  34,  to  leave  out  the  word  "ten," 
and  insert  the  word  "  thirty." — {Mr, 
Jesse  ColUnga.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
•ten  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber says,  it  is  quite  true  that  I  made  no 
pledge  on  this  subject.  I  did,  how- 
ever, make  an  offer  to  extend  the 
period  of  ten  years,  which  was  inserted 
in  order  to  guard  against  the  danger 
that  has  been  so  frequently  pointed 
out.  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
substitute  of  thirty  years  which  the 
hon.  Member  proposes,  but  I  am  will- 
ing to  make  a  compromise,  and  to 
insert  the  word  "twenty"  instead  of 
"ten." 
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Mb.  JESSE  GOLLINGS  :  I  beg  to 
withdraw  my  'Amendment. 

(  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4, 
litre  34,  to  leave  but  the  word  "  ten," 
and  insert  the  word  "twenty." — {Mr. 
Chaplin.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  ,l|r.  Chaplik,  the 
foUowine  Amendments  were  agreed  to: — 
Page  4,  itiiie  S9.  oftdfr  the  finit  "^11" 
insert  "  anless  let  with  the  consent  of 
the  County  Council ; "  Page  5,  line  40, 
at  end,  add — 

"  (8.)  Nothiog  in  or  done  under  this  section 
Bfaali  derogate  mun  the  effect  of  any  building 
or  Banita^  bye-laws  for  the  time  being  in 
force. ' 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Haldanb,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to: — 
Glanee  11,  page  6,  line  14,  alter  "  a," 
insert  "person  having  the  powers 
of  a." 

On  Motion  ofthe  Atto&neit  Gbnbbal, 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to : — Clause  11,  page  6,  line  20,  leave 
oat  all  after  "obtained,"  to  end  of 
Clause. 

.  On  Motion  of  Mr.  Haldane,  the 
ioUowing  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 
Clause  12,  page  6.  line  23,  after  "a," 
insert  "person  having  the  powers 
of  a." 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chaplin,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendments  were  agreed  to  : — 
Clause  15.  page  7,  line  18,  after 
"situate,"  insert  "and";  line  19, 
after  "  council,"  insert  "  and." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  Clause  16,  page  7,  line  84,  after 
"managers,"  insert  "or  if  the  holdings  are 
situate  within  the  limits  of  a  miuuei|ial 
borough,  then,  instead  of  the  persons  selected 
,  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  two  memtwrs  of  the 
borough  oouneiL" — (Mr.  Chaplin.} 

Mb.  JESSE  COLUNGS:  Am  I 
right  in  understanding  that  in  the  case 
of  land  inside  the  limits  of  a  municipal 
borough,  the  management  is  to  be  com- 
posed of  two  members  of  the  borough, 
and  nobody  else  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  No ;  they  are  in 
addition. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mb.  JESSE  COU^GS:  The 
Amendment  I  now  propose  is  one 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
mised to  consult  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  about.  It  is  to  omit  the 
words — 

"  Not  lass  than  three  poonda  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  cent,  per  annum." 

As  the  clauto  stands  it  binds  the  Com- 
niissiooers  to  lend  money  at  this  rate. 
The  consequence  will  be  that  if  the 
Treasury  can  lend  money  for  three  per 
cent,  without  loss  they  will  be  obliged 
to  charge  the  Local  Authority 
£3  28.  6d.,  which  means  the  imposition 
of  a  tax  upon  the  Local  Authorities  of 
two  shillings  and  «xpence  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pflgeJ^,  line  6,  ho  leave  out  the  words 
"  not  less  than  three  pounds  two  ahilhogs  and 
sixpence  per  ceDt."— (Jfr.  Jesae  CoUings,') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BiU." 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  have  to  regret 
the  result  of  the  undertaking  I  gave.  I 
have  conferred  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ;  and,  indeed,  I  may  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  I  earnestly  pressed 
this  upon  him.  I  am  bound  to  say, 
however,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  reasons  to  me,  which 
I  thought  were  quite  sufficient  to  justify 
him  in  declining  to  lUicede  to  the  pro- 
posal. I  was  very  sorry  to  arrive  at 
that  oonolnsion,  because  I  was  anxious 
to  attain  the  same  object  as  my  hon. 
Friend ;  but  I  am  consoled  by  this  re- 
flection :  that  the  credit  of  the  County 
Council  is  so  good,  and  their  borrowing 
powers  so  ample,  that  they  are  not  by 
any  means  limited  to  Government 
loans.  They  have  ample  opportunities 
of  borrowing  money  for  this  purpose  on 
favourable  tenns. 

Mb.  MOBTON  (Peterborough):  1 
have  a  similar  Ammdmeot  to  this 
down  on  the  Paper.  The  Government 
have  offered  to  advance  money  to  Irish 
tenants  at  two  and  three-quarters-per 
cent.,  and  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  show  the  same  considera- 
tion for  the  English,  SMtch,and  Welsh 

Sople  in  this  matter.    I  think  this 
otion  involves  an  important  point, 
because  in  my  opinion  the  Bill  will  be 
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I  '-of  very  little  nBCi  if  any,  unless  the 
■  smaU  holders  can  borrow  money  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest.  If  people  are 
-willing  to  pay  a  high  rate  of  interest 
the  assistance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
is  unnecessary. 

Mb.  BAECLAY  (Forfarshire) :  I  also 
think  some  good  reasons  should  be 
shown  for  proposing  to  make  the 
'  people  of  Great  Britain  pay  a  higher 
'  rate  of  interest  for  advances  than  is 
'Charged  to  Irishmen.  This  Bill  is  an 
^experiment,  and  the  Treasury  ought  to 

>  be  satisfied  if  they  can  carry  its  pro- 
'     viaioBS  into  effect  without  making  a 

>  loss.    The  amount  required  wiU  not  be 

>  'solar^e.as  to  endan^r.  the  financial 
fitahility  of  the  country,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Clumcellor  of 
the  Bxchequer  has  been  able  to  pay  off 

,  -a  large  amount  of  the  National  Debt. 
I  I  think  three  per  cent,  ought  to  be  the 
I  'most  that  should  be  chained  to  these 
t     -.smaU  holders  for  advances. 

*UBi.  G08GHBN :  I  admit  that  the 
matter,  as  far  as  this  particular  Bill  is 
•ooncerned,  is  not  one  of  supreme  im- 
portance, but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  d«dit  of  the  State  and  its  loan 
transactions  it  is  of  considerable  impor- 
'      tanoe.    At  the  present  time  loans  of 
'      public  moneys  are  advanced  to  Local 
I       Authorities  under  a  great  variety  of 
Acts,  and  in  these  Aotsarate  of  interest 
!      is  prescribed  corresponding  to  that  laid 
'      ^own  in  the  Bill  now  before  theHouse. 

For  instance,  the   Ssmitary  Loans, 
'      School  Board  Loans,  and  Loans  nnder 
'      the  Allotment  Act,  et  cetera,  are  charged 
three  and  a-half  per  cent.,  when  repay- 
able in  not  more  than  thirty-five  years, 
and  three  and  three-quarters  per  cent, 
when  repayable  in  not   more  than 
forty  years.    Loans  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Glasses  Act  repayable 
in  not  more  than  twenty  years  are 
-charged  three  and  one-ei^^th  per  cent. ; 
for  thirty  years,  three  and  a  quarter 
per  cent. ;  and  for  f<n:ty  years  three 
.and  tiiree-ei^ths  per  cant.  Harbour 
Loans  with  collateral  security  of  rates 
-are  granted  at  tibne  and  a  quarter  per 
'cent.  ior  any  period  «p  to  fifty  years. 
If  the  rate  of  interest  it  Wwen^  in 
this  particiUar  case,  all  these  Local 
Authorities  will  <oome  down  upon  the 
'Treasury  and  Parliament  complaining 
that  they  are  paying  excessive  rates  of 
^terest  for  Ouar  loans.   I  hope  it  is 


not  thon^^  that  I  am  dealing  with  this 
matter  m  any  drarli^  sjdrit,  and  I 
appeal  to  hon.  Memb^  not  to  endanger 
the  general  system  of  loans  granted 
by  the  State  for  the  sake  of 
the  very  small  difference  in 
this  particular  case.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Ghaplin)  has  pointed  out 
that  the  credit  of  the  County  Councils 
is  such  that  th^  wUl  be  probably  able 
to  borrow  at  three  per  cent.;  but,  be  that 
as  it  mf^,  I  think  I  have  pointed  out 
to  the  Committee  that  stoong  reasons 
exist  for  declining  this  Amendment, 
much  as  I  am  anxious  to  promote  the 
general  success  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exch^uer,  has  said  that 
the  County  Councils  can  borrow  money 
at  three  per  cent.,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  difficulty  about  the 
matter.  It  seems  quite  clear  that  if 
the  loans  were  granted  in  this  case  at 
three  per  cent.,  no  higher  rate  of 
interest  should  be  charged  to  the 
various  other  bodies  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  has  alluded  to. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dugdalb  (Wan 
wickshire,  Nuneaton)  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to: — 

Pue  9,  line  3S,  st  end,  ndd  "bat  shsU  M* 
iDcIooe  mineB  of  coalf  ironstone  sbta,  or  othnr 
mineralB,  or  any  right  or  easement  in  connee- 
Uoo  therewith.* 

Clause  22. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  C.  J.  Feabson,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to : — Page  11,  line  12,  leave  oat 
"section,"  and  insort  "sections"; 
page  U,  line  12,  after  "ten,"  insert 
"  eleven  and  twelve  " ;  Clause  28,  page 
11,  line  18,  after  "situate,"  insert 
"and." 

Sib  C.  J.  FEABSON:  I  beg  to 
move — 

In  Mga  11,  line  26,  after  f  Committ— ». 
Mrt  "or  if  tne  holdin^i  arotituto  witUa  tko 
limits  of  aban^  Umh*  instead  of  Um  patstms 
elected  as  afOTeeaid,  two  Town  CoonoiUon  or 
Commisaionera,  as  the  eaae-At^  be,  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  tlie  Town  Cmin* 
ou  or  CommiisioDOT*  of  aaoh  buigh." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 
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Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Lanark, 
Govan)  :  May  I  ast  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wbeUier  the  word  "burgh" 
refers  to  a  police  burgh  as  well  as  a 
Boyal  or  X^arliamentary  hiagh  ;  and,  if 
8p,  whether  he  would  insert  word 
"  any  "  before  buigh  ? 

'  Snt  C.  J.  FEABSON :  I  shall  have 
no  objection  to  that. 

;  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


£c.  Estimates. 


SUPPLY  —  CIVIL   8EBVICE8  AND 
REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS,  1893. 
VOTE  ON  ACCOUNT. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  farther  snm,  not  exceeding 
£4,632,350,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on 
acconnt,  for  or  towards  deteiying  the 
QisrgeB  for  the  following  CitU  Serrices  and 
Revenne  Departneiits  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  ^st  dayof  March,  1893— namely 

CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Class  I. 

£ 

R^al  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens  15,000 

Houses  of  Parliament  Bnildings    ...  8,000 

Admiralty,  Extension  of  Buildings...  4,000 
Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings,  Great 

y  Britain    6,000 

Art  and  Soienee  Buildings,  Great 

Briton    3,000 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings  4,000 

Revenue  Departmeat  Buildings    ...  54,000 

Public  Buildings,  Great  Britain  20,000 

Surreys  of  the  United, Ki^dom  ...  35,000 
Harboars,    &c,  under   ^ard  of 

Trade,  and  LigbtlionsM  Abroad  ...  3,000 

Feteriiead  Harbonr        ...         ...  2,000 

Caledonian  Canal           ...         ...  —  — 

Rates  on  Government  Proper^     ...  10,000 

Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland  20,000 

Railways,  Ireland                     ...  30,000 

Class  II. 

United  Kingdom  and  Eni^and : — 

House <^  Lords^  Offleei              ...  8,000 
House  of  Commons,  OiBces         ...  11,000 
Treasniy  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments...        ...         ...        ...  13,000 

Home  Office  and  Subordinate  De- 
partments      ...         ...         ...  15,000 

Foreign  Office     ...         ...         ...  17,000 

Cokndal  OtStee   7,000 

Priiry  Council  Office  and  Subordinate 

Departments    . .          ...         ...  3,000 

Board  of  Trade  and  Subordinate  Do- 

'  pertinents       ...                     ...  30,000 

Buikruptcy  Department  oftfaeBoH^ 

of  Trade        ...         ...         ...  —  — 

Board  of  Agriculture      ...        ...  5,000 


Charity  CommiseioD  '  ... 
Cinl  Service  Commission ... 
Exohequra  and  Audit  Department ... 
Friendly  Societies,  Registry 
Local  Government  Board ... 
Lunacy  Commission 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  Grant  in 
Aid  

Mint  0°alodii^C^<^»<4s) 
National  Debt  Office 
Public  Record  Office 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissim  ... 
B^istrar  General's  OfBce... 
Sts^oneiy  OfBee  and  Printing 

Woods,  Forests,  &c.  Office  of 
Works    and    Public  Buildings, 

Office  of 
Secret  Service  ... 

Scotland : — 

Secretary  for  Scotland 

Fishery  Board  ... 

Lunacy  Commission 

Regtsbmr  Genen^s  Offlee...  „ 

Board  of  Supervision 

Ireland : — 

Lord  Lieuteuant's  Hoosehdd 
Chief  Secretary  and  Subordinate 

Departments  ...  ... 

Chantable  Donations  and  Bequests 

Office ...         ...  „ 

Local  Government  Board  ... 
Public  Record  Offlee 
Public  Works  Office 
Registrar  General's  Office... 
Viduation  and  Boiindar>-  Survey  ... 


80^ 

£ 
7,0CO 
8,000- 
10,000- 
1,600 

28,ao 

3,00(^ 
15,000^ 

~Z,50O- 
3,000' 
LfiOO 
8,000- 

6Q.00O, 

zjoao- 

7,000 
9,600' 


2,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1,000 
l^GOO- 


1,000- 

5,000 

300 
15,000 
•  800- 
5,000 
4,000 
4,00» 


Class  III. 
United  Kingdom  and  England : — 

Law  Charges 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses 
Supreme  Conrt  of  Judicature  «. 
Land  Registjy    ...  ... 

County  Courts  ... 

Police  Courts  (London  and  Sheer- 

ness)  ... 
Police,  England  and  Wales 
Prisons,  England  and  tiie  Colonies... 
Reformatot^  and  Industrisl  Schools, 

Great  Britain  ... 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 

Scotland:— 

Law  Chargei  and  Conrte  of  Law  ... 
Register  House  ... 
Crofters  Coramisdon 
Prisons,  ScoUand... 

Ireland: — 
Law  Cbai^  and  CUminal  Froseeu- 

tioas  ...        ...        ...  .„ 

Sapreme  Court  of  Judicature,  and 

other  L^pd  Departments 
Land  Commission 
County  Conrt  Officers,  &e. 
Dublin  Mietropolitan  Police,  d:e.  ... 
Constabulary 
Prisons,  Ireland  ... 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Seboob 
Duudmm  Criminal  Lunatic  Aayliun. 


12,000 
12,000' 
70,000 


500 
8,000 
66,000 

70,000 
4,000 


20^ 
6,000 
1,600 

15,000 


15,000 

15,000 
15,000 
17,000 
13,000 
250,000 
25,000 
26,000 
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Glass  IV. 

United  Kingdom  and  England  : — 

Public   Education,  England    and  £ 

Walea    1,150,000 

Science    and    Art  Department, 

United  Kingdom    160,000 

British  Museum  ...         ...         ...  ,27,000 

National  Gallery   2,000 

National  Portrait  Gallery   '  400 

Soieatiftc  InveatigationB,  &c.,  United 

Kingdom'      ...         ...         ...  4,000 

Univeraities  and  Colleges,  Great 

Britain                                 ...  20,500 

London  Univenlty        ...  —  — 

Scotland:— 

Pnblie  Edncstkm   160,000 

National  Gallery   400 

Ireland 

PuUic  Education   180,000 

Endowed  Behoola  Conmissioners  ...  150 

National  GaUcsy   500 

Qneen^  Colleges  1,500 

Class  V. 

Diplomatic  Services  and  Conaolar 

Berrieea    90,000 

Slara  1>ade  Services      ...        ...  200 

Colonial  Services,  including  Soutib 

Africa    25,000 

Snbsidiea  to  Telegrub  Companies, 

&e   16,000 

Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retnvd  AIlow- 

anees  ...         ...         ,..        ...  100,000 

Merchant    Seamen's   Fund  Pen- 
sions, &o.        ...         ...         ...  2,500 

Friendly  Societies  Deficiency       ...  —  — 
MisoellaneouB  Charitable  and  other 

Allowances,  Great  Britun        ...  600 

pMiperLonaties,  Ireland...        ...  45,000 

Hospitals  and.  Charities,  Ireland   ...  5,000 

Class  VII. 

Temporary  Commissions  ...        ...  6,000 

Miseellsneous  Expenses  ...        ...  2,000 

Fleuro-Pneumonia         ...         ...  20,000 

Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotlnnd...  5,000 

Chicago  Exhibition    5,000 

Repayments  to  the  Civil  Contin* 

geneies  Fond            ...        ...  —  — 


Total  for  CivU  Services  £3,202,350 


Revenue  Depabtments. 

£ 

Customs...    ...  100,000 

Inland  Bevenae   ...  lOtl^OOO 

Post  Office    ...  600,000 

Poet  Office  Faeket  Serviee  ...  160,000 
Foet  Office  Telegraphs    450,000 


Total  (or  Revenue  Departments  £1,430,000 


Omnd  Total...  £4,632,350 


Polynesian  Labour  in  Qubekbland. 

Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Glouces- 
ter, Cirencester) :  I  am  very  glad  that 
this  Debate  has   been  carried  over 
until  to-day,  because  I  am  anxious  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Kanaka 
question,  especially  after  the  speech 
deiivered  yesterday  by  the  Under  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonies  (Baron  H.  de 
Worms).    I  want  to  put  this  matter  as  - 
clearly  as  I  can  before  the  public,  who 
I  believe  are  very  much  exercised  about 
it,  and  I  consider  that  the  arguments 
used  yesterday  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of ' 
Cornwall,  in  which  he  charged  us  with 
uiidul}L  interfering  with  the  discretion 
and  independence  of  the  Queensland 
Parliament,  require  an  answer.    It  is 
admitted  by  ever>'one  that  up  to  1885" 
the  Kanaka  traffic  was  simply  a  bad 
form  of   slavery,  and  nothing  more 
abominable  or  disgraceful  attached  to 
the  British  flag  than  the  unspeakable- 
horrors  disclosed  by  the  Royal  Com-- 
mission  which    examined  into  this- 
matter.    The  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  had  not  a  word  to  say  la 
defence  of  this   traflic  up  to  1885, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith.    Even  Mr.  Kipnaird 
Rose,  who  was  quoted  during  the  debate 
last  evening  by  the  hon.  Member  oppe-< 
site,  dare  not  say  one  word  in  defence 
of  the  hoi-rible  atrocities  connected  with  . 
the  Polynesian    labour  traffic  up  to- 
1885.     Now,  the  greatest  argument 
that,  has  been  used,  so  far,  during  the- 
Debate,  against  our  interference  with 
this  Kanaka  traffic  is  the  independence 
of  the  Colonial  Parliament.     If  the 
English  people  have  no  moral  obliga- 
tion in  this  matter,  and  no  right  to- 
interfere,  as  has  been  asserted,  I 
ask,  were  we  justified  in  interfer- 
ing  in  1885?    What  circumstances 
would     justify     this     country  in 
interfering  with  the  free  action  of  an 
independent  colony  ?    Would  negro- 
slavery  be  a  good  reason  ?   I  want  hon. 
Members    opposite  to    answer  this' 
question.    Speaking  for  myself,  I  say 
plainly  that  this  Kanaka  traffic  iseither- 
what  some  of  us  believe  it  to  be~a 
form^of  slavery  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses— a  ^stem  ctuel,  un-Christian^ 
oppressive,  and  unjust  to  the  coloured 
races,  and,  if  so,  a  system  BngUshmeo. 
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«an  be  no  parties  to ;  or  else  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
dkd  Mr.  Einnaird  Rose  are  right, 
and  this  opposition  to  it  is  nothing 
hmX  a  sentimental,  philanthropic 
bubble.  These  are  the  words  which 
Aiave  been  applied  to  the  Motion  of 
my  hon.  Friend  below  me  (Mr.  S. 
Smith).  Now,  Sir,  no  defence  or  excuse 
is  offered  for  this  traffic  up  to  1885, 
but  it  is  ai^ed  that  no  evidence  exists 
•of  any  misconduct  or  cruelty  having 
taken  place  since  that  date.  But  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have 
not  had  a  Boyal  Commission  on  this 
question  since  1885,  and  that,  therefore, 
we  cannot  go  to  Blue  Books  and  pro- 
duce .unsnsweEable.teB^ony.  Iit^it 
there  is  a  lot  trf  oonfliotine  eTi3eDGe"a8 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  traffic  has 
been  carried  on  since  1885.  First  of  all 
we  have  the  evidence  of  the  mission- 
Aries,  and  I  defy  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  to  name  a  single 
missionary  Uving  on  these  islands  who 
is  in  favour  of  the  Kanaka  traffic. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me  for 
•evidence,  and  I  will  give  it  him.  A 
resolution  regarding  this  traffic  was 
passed  unanimously  on  the  20th  July, 
1889,  by  thirteen  missionaries  compos-' 
!ng  the  Mission  Synod  of  the  New 
Hebrides,  residing  on  the  Islands. 
They  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
■character  and  results  of  the  traffic,  and 
these  are  the  words  that  they  used — 
"  A  traffic  which  has  been  and  is  " 
(remember  this  is  1889)  "  the  cause  of 
much  sorrow,  suffering,  and  bloodshed 
-on  the  Islands,"  and  they  appealed  to 
the  English  Government  "under  no 
-consideration  to  allow  a  traffic  to  be 
-continued  so  ste^ied  "  (this  is  not  in 
iBSfi,  this  is  in  the  present  tense)  "  in 
•deception,  in  immorality,  bloodshed, 
and  suffering."  That  resolution  to 
my  mind  is  conclusive.  You  may 
say  we  are  sentimental  philan- 
thropists if  you  choose.  We  say 
the  evidence  of  thirteen  mission - 
-aries,  the  only  missionaries  on  the 
Islands,  met  in  solemn  Synod  and 
reporting  in  1889  as  to  what  this  traffic 
is,  ought  to  be  condusivef  and  to 
hundreds'  of  'thousands  of  Christian 
folk  in  Bngland  and  Scotland  it  will  be 
■4!onoluBive.  You  did  not  say  one  word 
about  that.  I  did  not  hear  when  you 
were  quoting  from  Bishop  Selwyu  one 

Mr.  Winterbotkam 


word  about  this.  You  trotted  out  Bishop 
Selwyn's  letter  v&ry  complacently,  and 
I  almost  admired  the  ability  with 
which  you  culled  from  the  Blue  Book 
a  clause  ,  here  uid  a  line  there  oat 
of  the  Bishop's  letter.  But  what  does 
Bishop  Selwyn  say  ?  There  are  para- 
graphs in  his  letter  every  bit  as  strong 
in  condemnation  of  this  traffic  as  yon 
will  find  in  the  resolution  passed  by 
the  thirteen  missionaries.  Listen  to 
what  Bishop  Selwyn  says,  and  let  him 
answer  the  Under  Secretajy  as  to  the 
labour  agents.   He  says — 

"  I  bAve  known  many  of  these  men,  mhI 
fouod  aoma  of  them  men  df  high  chsimeter 
•ad  aoxiouB  to  do  their  duty.  Bat  too  often 
they  are  picked  ap  whan  all  other  trades  have 
failed.  But  thejr  We  one  andallitM  mettaat 
the  attempt  to  do  tbfeir  dafy  haa  lad  to  gnat 
friction,  muL  U  neada  an  enmtional  una  to 
stand  the  atnun  of  an  ineeisant  eonteit  fbr  jK 
faithfnl  foUlment  of  the  law." 

What  does  he  say  about  the  women  ? 

"  This  is  the  great  rice  of  the  trade.  The 
regnlatioDB  are  not  safBcidDtlr  strict  on  thia 
subject,  and  are  not  enforced  with  anflbdenfe 
detannination.  No  onmarried  giri  shoold  be 
taken  at  all;  indeed,  girls  are  betrothed ao 
early  that  it  would  be  ditBcult  to  find  one. 
And  no  married  oouple  should  be  taken  unless 
it  has  been  ascertained  from  the  people  of  the 
village  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the  woman 
goioK,  and  that  she  reaUTis  the  wife  of  the 
man  who  goes  with  her.  The  labour  ntsd  la 
now  the  handiest  means  of  elopement.  A  aunt 
recruits  over  night,  and  tells  the  captain  that 
his  wife  will  be  on  the  rocks  Qie  next  morn- 
ing. In  tho  grey  dawn  a  woman  is  discovered 
on  the  beach  ;  the  boat  goes  in,  no  questions 
are  asked,  and  tho  deserted  husband  u  left  to 
make  an  '  unprovoked '  attack  on  the  next 
boat  that- comes  in.  I  can  quote  instance 
after  instance  whore  this  haa  been  the  eanse 
of  bloodshed." 

Then  what  does  the  Bishop  say  about 
these  self-governing  colonies  ? 

"  England  is  powerless  to  preveot  the  action 
of  a  seTf-goveming  colony,  except  at  the  riak 
of  civil  war ;  but  she  is  not  powerless  to  ood- 
trol  and  guide  it,  and  the  atrong  pressure  of 
public  omoion  haa  in  yem  past  oona  much  to 
this  end/* 

I  do  not  accept  that  conclusion,  but  I 
mention  it  now.  I  am  quoting  from 
this  letter,  because  I  shall  allude  to  it 
later  on.  Then  the  Bishop  finishes  np 
his  letter  by  giving  a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g, 
six  or  eight  speoi^  raoonunmdaticmst 
which  I  ■  think  the  Government  ought 
to  insist  on  enforcing  if  they  allow  this 
traffic  to  be  re-est^lished.  I  think 
Bishop  Selwyn  is  a  very  strong  witness 
on  our  side,  and  that  we  are  entitled 
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to  call  him  instead  of  his  being  claimed 
i>y  the  Under  Secretary.   But  I  will 
now  pass  from  tiie  Bishop  and  the  mis- 
-sionaries,  and  come  to  the  Admirals. 
TThe  letter  of  Admiral  Scott  on  page  5 
is   absolutely  conclusive  as  to  this 
traffic,  and  I  want  the  country  to 
understand  that  this  is  the  evidence  of 
the  Admiral  in  command  of  the  station. 
Because  this  is  a  water  question,  not  a 
land  question.   Ton  wiU  not  cover  it 
by  having  excellent  regulations  on  land, 
bat  you  will  be  able  to  cover  it  by  in- 
sisting that  the  Union  Jack  shall  never 
float  over  a  slave,  and  refusing  to  allow 
this  hateful  traffic  to  be  carried  on, 
where  we  have  any  influence,  either  by 
Englishmen  or  Frenchmen,  Admiral 
Scott  was  asked  for  his  opinion  ^y  the 
'  Qneensland  Government,  and  he  regrets 
that  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  Kanaka 
labour.    He  says — 

"Proper  saperriBion  of  reoruitiiig  in  the 
Islandi  appean  to  be  a  very  diffioalt  matter. 
All  thosQ  oonoerned,  sooh  aa  the  Governmeot 

:  ifleat,  the  maater  and  mates  of  the  Tesael,  mad 
(he  nemiting  agent,  shoold  be  hMdj  honour- 
elile  and  tmatmHthy  men,  and  above  all  the 
Oovenneiit  agent  who  has  nominally  the 

'«Btli«  co«tnl7 

Then  he  goes  on  in  paragraph  5 — 

**  It  i*  a  difficult  natter  to  ftod  men  f<ff  auoh 
•aanioB.    It  is  diffienlt  to  find  mastws  and 
nwtM  of  vessola  who  will  not  atrain  a  point, 
vdiaa  by  ao  dttfog  tbair  voyage  wiU  be 
•borteoed,  or  the  nnmber  of  the  reondta  in- 
-ereaaed.** 

The  date  of  this  is  March,  1892,  and  it 
is  useless  for  the  Under  Secretary,  in 
the  isce  of  that  letter,  to  talk  about 
what  occurred  before  1B85.  This  letter, 
which  is  included  in  the  Blue  Book 
issued  yesterday,  is  dated  only  two 
months  ago.    Listen  to  what  the 
.  Admiral  says  as  to  the  way  in  which 
these  r^pilations  are  carried  out,  and 
see  why  be  recommends  the  establish- 
ment of  depAts.    A  damning  piece  of 
•  evidence  is  contained  in  paragraph  7, 
'  which  I  hope  the  House  will  study. 

"  I  will  now  touch  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
'Onilta  themselves.   I  belieTe   that  in  the 
m^oril^  of  cases  the  recruits  are  passive 
•gents,  the  active  i^ents  being  the  chiefs  of 
ttdbes,  head  men  of  villages  or  oommiuitiee, 
and  aenetimes  the  reemita  themselves." 

This  is  in  March,  1892,  from  your  own 
'Admiril  on  the  station,  who  virtually 
says  that  these  men  are  shipped  by 
their  chiefs  against  their  will  ;  and  all 
.  this  long  rigmarole  of  a  letter  which  is 


written  by  the  agent  from  Mary- 
borou^  has  no  weight  with  me. 
If  I  wanted  to  be  satisfied  as  to 

the  value  of  Mr.  Kinnaird  Bose's 
letter,  there  is  one  line  in  it  which  I 
think  should  be  enough  for  an^  hon. 
Gentleman.  What  are  you  gomg  to 
think  of  an  advocate  who  delioerately 
tells  his  fellow-countrymen  that  there 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women  in  every  large  city  of  Great 
Britain  who  would  "  passionately  yearn 
for  this  cruelty  and  oppression  "?  Fancy 
passionately  yearning  to  be  sold  into 
slavery  by  your  own  chief,  shipped  off 
in  a  labour  vessel,  taken  to  a  land 
where  you  do  not  understand  their 
language  and  they  do  not  under- 
stand rours ;  separated  from  your 
wife  and  children- ;  and  yet  this  agent 
tells  us  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  English  people  who  are 
"  passionately  yearning  "  for  the  treat- 
ment meted  out  to  these  poor  Kanaka 
savages !  The  tetters  of  Admiral  Scott, 
Admiral  Erskine,  and  Commodore 
Goodenough  are  sufficient  evidence  to 
any  man  who  wants  to  be  persuaded 
as  to  the  abominations  of  the  traffic 
carried  on  under  the  British  flag. 
Under  no  possible  regulations  can  this 
traffic  be  anything  else  than  cruel, 
oppressive,  hateful,  and  un -Christian. 
But  there  is  a  third  witness  to  whom, 
I  think,  the  Under  Secretary  did  not 
allude.  Tou  may  put  a  Bishop 
against  the  missionaries,  and  you 
may  play  off  your  Captain  Somebody 
against  the  Admiral ;  but  now  what 
do  you  say  to  Sir  William  Macgregor  ? 
Another  Blue  Book  was  issued  yester- 
day along  with  this  one  on  the  Polynesian 
labour  question.  It  referred  to  New 
Guinea,  and  I  think  it  might  be  studied 
with  advantage  by  hon.  Members  in 
connection  with  this  question.  New 
Guinea  is  inhabited  by  the  same  class 
of  people  as  those  we  are  talking  about, 
and  it  used  to  supply  some  of  this  very 
labour  ;  and  here  is  a  report  of  what  is 
being  done  in  New  Guinea  under 
the  British  flag,  and  I  say  such 
a  report  is  a  credit  to  the  country. 
We  read  that  Sir  William  Macgregor 
has  stopped  this  traffic  and  that  not  a 
single  man,  woman,  or  boy  is  now 
shipped  from  New  Guinea  for  this 
sugar  industn'.  Here  is  a  letter  from 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  the  official  chief 
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of  Sir  William  Macgr^r,  to  the 
Colonial  Office :—  . 

"  The  Chief  Secretary  wu  aware  before  the 
antointmeDt  of  Sir  WiQuun  Macgregor  m  Ad- 
muiiBtrator  of  British  New  Guinea,  of  his 
views  as  to  the  opportunity  which  would  be 
horded  in  the  PosBession  for  making  a 
systematio  attempt,  such  as  probably  bad 
never  been  made  before,  to  elevate  an  almoat 
entirdy  undvilised  native  race  without  any 
M^loUation  of  either  their  land  or  their 
capaei^  for  labour." 

He  expresses  the  opinion  that  Sir 
William  Maogregor's  administration 
has  been  conB|HCUously  successful,  and 

he  goes  on  : — 

"  He  ia  confident  that  if  the  future  admini- 
stration of  the  Possession  is  continued  on  the 
same  principles  the  British  rule  will  prove 
beneftciid  to  Uie  native  hkm.  and  advaa- 
tageoas  and  honourable  ^  the  Empire." 

Then  if  you  go  to  page  11,  you  find  the 
only  conditions  on  which  Sir  William 
allows  native  labourers  to  be  engaged 
outside  their  own  country  : — 

"If  native  laboorers  are  engaged  for  the 
fishery  for  periods  exceeding  one  month,  the 
engagement  must  be  entered  into  before  a 
ReBident  Magistrate  or  a  Customit  officer ; 
and  all  such  labourers  must  on  completion 
of  their  engagements  be  returned  to  their 
homes." 

Contrast  the  glorious  and  creditable 
administration  of  Sir  William  Mac- 
gregor in  New  Guinea  and  the  wonder- 
ful development  of  the  native  races  under 
fair  and  reasonable  conditions  with  the 
tale  of  depopulation  and  misery  which 
we  hear  from  the  New  Hebrides.  This 
is  a  witness  whose  evidence  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  over  if  hon.  Members 
will  study  it  and  weigh  it  fairly.  I 
have  heard  nothing  to  shake  my  faith 
in  Sir  William  Macgregor.  I  have  read 
very  carefully  Sir  funnel  Griffith's 
ex^nation  which  is  published  in  this 
Blue  Book,  and  even  that  does  not  agree 
with  you.  In  this  very  letter  he  says  it  is 
all  nonsense  about  white  labour  being 
impossible.  It  is  idle  in  the  face  of  that 
for  anyone  to  say  that  the  sugar 
industry  depends  upon  this  horrible 
cruelty,  and  I  scarcely  think  the  Under 
Secretary  can  have  read  the  Beport. 
This  Report  is  dated  13th  February  this 
year,  and  on  page  2  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith'  gives  the  reasons  which,  guided 
him  in  reference  to  his  poli<^.  He 
says: — 

Mr.  Wittterbotham 


It  was  answered  that  tn^eal  agricoltnr*- 
oould  not  be  performed  by  white  men,  and  that 
the  employifteat  of  cotoveeA  labour  was  there- 
fore inevitable.    This  statement  I  always^ 
doubted,  and  careful  inquiries  made  from  time 
to  time  led  me  to  reject  it  aMogetber." 

A  few  paragraphs  down  he  says ; — 

**It  has  been  proved  that  in  Queenaland 
cane  can  be  grown  by  white  labour — I  ant- 
aware  that  this  position  is  still  disputed,  bat 
it  is  admitted  Iw  moat  of  those  Ubnahninded 
idanters  with  whom  I  have  beenincomraiinicn-> 
tion." 

The  whole  basis  of  this  Bill  is  that 
you  have  a  languishing  sugar  industry.. 
You  cannot  oblige  the  planters  to  pay 
the  high  rate  of  wages  demanded  by- 
white  men  ;  they  will  not  take  Indian 
coolies  because  they  are  sent  nnder^ 
regulations  which  do  not  aj^ly  to  these 
poor  islanders,  and  the  traffie  is  regulated 
m  a  way  in  which  the  traffi&in  thete- 
islanders  is  not  regulated.     The  Btu& 
Book  is  full  of  Bu^estive  facts.  When 
you  come  to  deal  with  the  figui'es  yon 
find  on  page  42,  the  ledger  balance- 
stands      thus  :      return  passages,. 
£17,935  lOs.  6d. ;  deceased  Islancfers* 
estates,  £22.920.  That  I  understand  ia 
one  year's  accounts,  and  an  exatnination 
of  the  figures  will  show  any  unpre- 
judiced   person    that  the  mortality 
among  these  islanders  is  excessive  and 
terrible.     I  find  that   boys  under 
sixteen  are  taken  from  the  islands ;  on 
arrival  in  Queensland  they  arie  said  to- 
be  over  sixteen,  and  no  difficulty  is  met 
with  in  landing  them.    What  are  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  traffic  ?  I 
have  alluded  to  one,  the  distressed 
sugar  industry,  but  I  do  not  brieve 
one  ever  did  any  good  by  bolstering  up- 
an  industry      such  means.    I  am  old- 
fashioned  enough  to  believe  that  no- 
nation  and  no  cause  ever  prospered  if 
if  it  did  anything  abhorrent  to  the  law 
of  God.   The  other  argument  is  that 
of  separation.  When  the  late  Professor- 
Freeman  spoke  about  "  Perish,  India  " 
— he  never  used  the  words — his  speech, 
gave  a  great  deal  of  offence  to  many 
good  people  who  think  that  we  must 
maintain  the  British  Empire  at  all 
hazards  and  costs,  and  that  the  British, 
flag  may  wave  over  any  law,  whether  we  • 
like  it  or  not.   I  am  glad  of  this  o^ppor- 
tuuity  of  uttering  my  protest  upon  the- 
matte'r.   If,  after  studying  ihe-  matter, 
the  Government  are  sat^ed  the  nev 
regulation  cannot  be  so  framed  as  to< 
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make  the  traffic  such  as  this  country 
can  approve,  I  Hope  we  shftll  have  'the 
'Oburage  to  say  that  we  will  have  no 
part  in  it,  and  prevent  it  by  not  allowing 
a  single  ship  loaded  with  these  men  to 
leave  the  isliuids;  by  sending  out  gunboats 
And  stopping  the  traffic,  as  we  stopped 
the  slave  trade  in  the  Red  Sea.  It  is 
perfectly  absurd  to  say  that  if  the 
Government  had  been  earnest  in  the 
matter  the  traffic  could  not  be  stopped 
in  three  weeks.  We  should  have  the 
support  of  public  opinion  through  the 
whole  of  the  British  Empire  in  taking 
such  a  course.  I  know  the  Govern- 
ment were  taken  by  surprise.  I  find 
that  in  1889  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  answer  to  a  question,  said — 

"  I  most  reaiiixl  the  hon*  Oentiraiu  that 
-this  trafflo  will  totally  cubs  ftt  the'end  of  next 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then.  It  is  evident  that 
Lord  Knutsford — of  whom  I  have  the 
highest  opinion — was  utterly  unaware 
of  the  gravity  of  the  question ;  he  was 
also  taken  by  surprise.  The  Under 
Secretary  asked  what  more  the  Qovem- 
ment  could  have  done.  I  am  glad  to 
see  they  did  onething.  I  want  to  read 
this  telegram  of  the  9th  May  from 
Lord  Knutsford — 

"  I  truBt  your  Government  will  not  object 
to  a  short  delay  before  issuing  licences  under 
the  new  Act  until  I  can  receive  and  eonsider 
the  measure  and  the  safc^goarda  wiUi  whi<^ 
it  ia  doubtleca  surrounded. 

Where  is  the  answer  to  that  ?  There 
were  two  teleg|;am8  from  Sir  H. 
Norman.   The  first  was — 

"  Kanaka  labour  telegrams  received ;  must 
deter  reply  until  I  reach  Briabane  about  a 
week  hence." 

The  second  tel^ram  (No.  13),  a  day 
or  two  later,  says — 

PohmeBian  Ijtbour  Aet  has  been  sent  by 
«uil  of  22iid  ApriL  Debates  in  Parliament 
bava  been  sent  by  mul  ol  89th  April.  Revised 
ragolations  go  to-day.  Ever;  effort  will  be 
.made  to  secure  reliable  agents.  I  agree  in 
}*remier'B  telegram  to  A^nt  General  of  Uth 
May,  which  waa  commnnioated  to  you.  Regu- 
lations seem  adeqaato." 

Where  is  one  word  of  answer  from 
Queensland  to  the  representation  of 
the  Government?  Lord  Knutsford  was 
right  in  sending  that  telegram,  and  if 
the  Under  Secretary  will  say  the 
■Government  will  insist    on   it,  and 


see  that  no  licences  are  issued  until 
they-  have '  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  regulations  and  seeing 
if  they  are  humane,  reasonable,  and 
fair,  I  shall  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend 
not  to  divide  the  House.  But  if  he 
cannot,  if  we  are  only  a  dozen,  I  hope 
we  shall  go  into  the  Lobby  as  a  protest 
in  the  name  of  Christian  England 
against  that  abominable  traffic  being 
re-introduced  without  due  and  proper 
precautions  and  provisions  by  the 
Government  that  it  shall  be  conducted 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
efficient  and  successful. 

(6.15.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
I  do  not  think  the  history  of  our  inter- 
ferences in  the  past  has  been  very 
creditable,  but,  notwithstanding  that, 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  have 
acted  in  this  matter  as  they  should 
have  done,  and  I  shall  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  FHntshire  (Mr.  S.  Smith) 
if  he  goes  to  a  Division.  Because  a 
Colonial  Legislature  may  pass  an  Act, 
we  are  not  bound  to  support  them  in 
the  course  they  take.  I  do  not  think 
the  present  Parliament  of  Queensland 
represents  the  feeling  of  that  country 
on  this  question.  The  present  Premier 
was  opposed  to  the  policy,  and  the 
people  did  not  know  when  the  present 
Parliament  was  returned  that  they 
would  start  the  traffic  again.  In  this 
question  you  have  to  consider  Victoria, 
New  South  Wales,  and  the  other  parts 
of  Australia,  and  the  feelings  of  uiose 
colonies  ought  to  be  considered  be- 
fore the  Government  sanctions  this 
Bill.  The  proper  course  would  have 
been  for  the  Colonial  Office  to  have 
sent  a  telegram  to  the  Governor  in- 
structing him  not  to  approve  the  Bill 
till  we  had  considered  the  matter.  The 
Ministers  and  Parliaments  of  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales  are  opposed  to 
the  measure,  and  the  Labour  Party  is 
opposed  to  Chinamen,  coolies,  or 
Kanakas  coming  into  the  country  and 
lowering  the  standard  of  comfort,  as  in 
Sydney.  I  know  the  history  of  the 
traffic  fairly  well,  and  some  of  the 
worst  aspects  of  it  have  not  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  think  he  was  mistaken 
in  his  statement  that  the  Queendand 
Government  gave  lioenoe  to  white  men 
to  kill  natives. 
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Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) : 
The  case  occurred  a  long  time  ago,  and 
my  informant  was  a  gentleman  who 
lived  there  a  long  time.  I  do  not  asso- 
ciate myself  with  i£he  statement,  and 
perhaps  it  was  a  mistake  to  make  it  in 
the  House. 

Db.  glare  :  I  am  glad  my  hon. 
Friend  has  withdrawn,  because  I  feel 
anre  he  was  mistaken.  So  far  as  I  can 
gather  ^e  blacks  were  more  often 
the  a^esBors  than  the  whites,  and  are 
now.  The  real  iniquity  of  this  business, 
however,  was  the  Intestates  Estates 
Act  of  1877.  The  Kanakas  came  over 
for  a  three,  five,  seven,  or  ten  years' 
period  of  servitude,  and  their  wages 
were  kept  by  the  planters  to  the  end  of 
the  term.  If  they  died  before  the  end 
of  the  term  the  money  went  into  the 
planter's  pocket.  The  result  was  that 
towards  the  end  of  the  term  the  mor- 
tality became  considerable.  By  the 
Act  of  1885  the  planters  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  wages  into  a  fund,  and 
by  the  last  Aot  to  send  the  money  to  the 
relf^ves  of  the  Kanakas  on  the  islands. 
With  reference  to  the  sugar  question, 
wherever  you  have  tropical  sugar  grown 
you  have  imported  labour.  After  the 
abolition  -  of  slavery  you  imported 
coolies  into  Natal  and  the  West  Indies. 
That  was  done  under  a  system  to 
which  nobody  could  object,  but  you 
have  not  the  same  oare  and  provision 
so  far  as  the  Kanakas  are  concerned. 
Many  of  them  are  practically  sold  by 
their  oluefs,  and  do  not  know  what 
Uiey  are  doing  or  where  they  are  going. 
I  ao  not  think  the  planters,  however, 
are  very  bad,  or  that  they  would  do 
anything  to  get  rid  of  their  men ;  they 
probably  treat  them  as  well  as  the  hands. 
But  there  is  undoubtedly  a  very  high 
mortality.  Even  from  the  Returns 
before  the  House  the  reported  mor- 
tality is  admittedly  over  sixty  per 
thousand.  This  is  not  the  mortality  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  but  it  is  the 
r^orfced  mortidity  of  adult  men  and 
women.  Can  yon  point  to  any  place  in 
the  world  where  the  mortality  is  equal 
to  that  ?  Under  these  circumstances  I 
think  every  care  should  be  taken  to  see 
whether  the  present  Queensland  Parlia- 
ment represents  the  Queensland  people 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  To  take  an 
illusbittion  :  The  present  Conservative 
Ooremment,  I  think,  oune  into  power 
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in  1886  ^edged  against  land  pnrohase- 
in  Ireland.  ■  They  have  passed  an  Act- 
for  land  purchase  in  Ireland.     I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  wise  thing  if  the  - 
Imperial  Parliament  had  not  givon  its- 
consent  to  that  measure,  and  if  ih» 
Ministry  had  been  sent  back  to  their^ 
constituencies  to         if  they  would 
support  them  or  not.    I  believe  that  if 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith  and  his  Ministry 
came  before  the  people  on  the  question 
of  the  maintenance  of  this  labour  traffics 
the  probability  is  that  they  would  be  de- 
feated, and  that  the  Quemsland  pe^Ie^ 
and  the  South  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  people,  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Victoria,  would  go  dead  against  thie 
policy,    I  support  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon. Friend,  becausethe  Government- 
have  aided  and  abetted  the  Queensland 
Ministry  in  the  course  they  have  taken^ 
without  trying  to  ascertain  Whether  the  •' 
present  Ministry  or  Parliament  repre- 
sents the  Queensland  people  in  the 
matter ;  and  I  do  not  think  they  do.  I 
know  both  New  Zealand  and  Yiotoria,. 
and  I   really  think  that  the  Im- 
perifJ  Parliament  ought  not  to  per- 
mit any  of  these  colonies  to  take  such  a. 
serious  step  as  this,  which  would  hamper 
and  restrict  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  Australia  as  a  whole.    So  far  as. 
these  men  are  concerned  I  have  been 
on  these  sugar  plantations,  and  have- 
seen  the  Kanakas  on  their  own  islands- 
and  on  the  plantations ;  and  I  do  not 
think  their  labour  is  a  cheap  or  efficient- 
kind  of  labour.    Perhaps  Ute  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State- 
will  be  astonished  when  I  tell  him  that 
£6  is  high  wages.    It  is  about  two- 
shillings  and  fourpence  a  week,  and 
they  are  provided  with  food  and  houses. 
So    that    practically  these  Kanaka 
labourers  get  about  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  a  week  and  food  and  lodging- 
as  well.    On  a  large  number  of  the 
sugar  plantations  they  are  doing  amy 
with  these  island  -Ubonrers.  They  pre- 
fer to  have  white  or  Chinese  laboorera^. 
as  they  are  much  more  efficient^  and  they 
find  it  pays  better  to  employ  them.  The 
samethinghasoccurredm  isfatal.  There 
are  plenty  of  Kaffir  labourers  there ; 
but  they  find  that  the  Indian  labourera- 
are  much  more  efficient.    I  believe  if 
the  people  of  Queensland  could  b& 
fairly  canvassed  on  this  matter  they 
would  throw  out  the  Ministry  and  go- 
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in  for  the  development  of  this  sugar 
industry  by  white  labour  only.  There 
is  a  strong  feeUng  that  Queensland 
ought  not  to  be  a  country  for  coloured 
men,  and  that  they  should  not  have  sa- 
importation  of  labour  there  which  will , 
bring  down  the  standard  of  comfort. 

(5.26.)  Mb.  HENNIKER  HBATON 
(Canterbury^ :  Perhaps  the  Committee 
will  bear  with  me  lor  a  lew  moments 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  only  a  few 
months  ago  since  I  was  in  this 
very  Colony  of  Queensland,  and 
that  for  twenty  years  I  have  had 
experience  of  this  Kanaka  question. 
I  have  visited  the  plantations  and 
taken  part  iii  many  discussions  on 
the  treatment  of  these  labourers.  As 
the  result  of  my  experience  I  may 
say  that  many  years  ago,  no  doubt, 
great  outrages  took  place ;  but  by  the 
firm  action  of  the  Government  of 
Queensland  all  these  outrages  have 
practically  ceased.  The  Goromment 
now  from  practical  experience  take  such 
precautions  as  will  prevent  these  out- 
rages. As  regards  the  point  raised  by 
the  last  speaker,  hop.  Members  wiU 
understand  that  Queensland  is  an 
enormous  country.  The  southern  or 
more  habitable  part  of  Queensland  is 
represented  by  an  enormous  majority 
of  Members.  My  friend.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  the  Prime  Minister,  r^orasents 
a  Southern  constituency,  which  is  very 
lanjely  composed  of  working  men.  The 
lAOour  Pfl^rty  have  an  enormous 
majority  in  that  colony  ;  and  the 
demands  of  labour  became  so  out- 
rageous that  the  whole  of  the  sensible 
people  of  Queensland  stood  out  Uke  one 
man  against  their  demands.  In  the 
northern  parts  of  Queensland  the  qU- 
mate  is  extremely  hot — -I  myself  have 
property  there.  I  have  lived  in  there, 
and  my  experience  is  this — that 
it  is  not  a  country  for  a  white  man  to 
live  in  or  to  till.  No  matter  what  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  may  have  said  in 
former  years,  he  knows  as  well  as  I  do 
that  the  climate  is  so  hot  that  a  white 
man  cannot  cultivate  the  soil.  It  is 
absolutely  impossible.  Black  labour  is 
therefore  necessary .  I  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  getting  white  men  to  look 
after  cattle  and  sheep.  Under  these  cir- 
oomstances,  as  it  hasoeen  found  that  the 
Enigar  industry  is  very  profitable,  they 
must  necessarily  have  recourse  to  this 


legislation.  Though  always  opposed^ 
to  it  before,  they  find  that  the  time  has- 
arrived  for  introducing  black  labour, 
and  the  result  has  been  the  re-introduc- 
tion of  this  matter  by  Sir  Samuel  Gr^iht. 
for  the  reason  already  given — ^namely^ 
that  the  climate  in  North  Queensland 
,  is  so  very  hot  that  it  is  absolutely 
imposmble  for  uiy  white  man  to- 
cultivate  the  soO. 

Mb.  WINTEBBOTHAM:  I  quoteff 
from  the  Blue  Book  which  was  ciroa- 
lated  as  a  Parliamentary  Pimer  yester- 
day, in  which  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ex- 
plains his  reasons,  and  in  which  he 
says  that  after  careful  consideration  for 
years  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion^ 
in  which  all  intelligent  planters  agree,, 
that  white  labour  is  quite  possible. 

Mb.  HBNNIKEB  HEATON  :  A 
statement  such  as  that  in  the  face  of 
my .  prikctica^  experience  srams  to  me^ 
extraordina^.  I  declare  uiat  if  hon. 
Members  will  look  at  the  temp«»tur& 
they  will  find  that  it  is  impossible  for- 
any  white  man  to  cultivate  the  soil  in 
North  Queensland,  f"  Why,  why?") 
Because  of  the  heat  oi  the  place. 

A  hon.  MsMBEB. :  The  middle  of  thA 
day? 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  The 
climate  is  of  such  a  character  that  no 
white  man  can  go  out  in  the  middle  of^ 
the  day.  I  believe  the  blat^  men  will 
be  well  treated,  and  that  they  will  be 
weU  looked  after.  In  my  opinion  the 
restrictions  will  be  carefully  enforced. 
In  fact,  I  consider  them  too  severe  on 
the  planters.  I  regret  to  say  that 
since  I  left  Australia  ten  years  a^, 
there  has  come  over  Australia  a  spirit 
of  independence ;  and  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  say  that  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  this  House  will  rouse  a  feel- 
ing of  indignation  in  Australia  of  which 
hon.  Members  may  have  no  oonce^ion.. 
The  idea  of  aencuog  British  ships  to 
prevent  these  labourers  from  leaving^ 
their  islands  will  be  received  with 
derision  in  the  Southern  waters.  There 
does  not  exist  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
a  more  capable  or  more  intelligent  set 
of  men  than  the  public  men  in 
Australia.  I  beg  the  House  not  to  in- 
terfere  with  the  people  of  Queensland  in 
their  Action,  and  I  pledge  my  word  that 
no  outrages  will  occur,  and  .that  the 
mostkiaoayfeelingwillexistbetween  in- 
dividual labourws  and  their  eh^^loyers. . 
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'  The  restrictions,  as  I  have  already  said^ 

■  owing  to  the  very  strong  feeling  which 
exists  in  favour  of  the  labourers,  are 
BO  {preat  that  if  I  were  a  planter  I  should 
hoatate  before  I  employed  labour 
nnder  those  conditions.  I  remember  in 
1875  thAt  I  was  in  Queen^and  when 
the  new  regulations  were  passed,  and  a 
large  numoer  of  the  labourers  were 
re-employed  and  made  fresh  en- 
gagements for  a   number  of  years. 

'  That  shows  that  these  people  were 
not  ill-treated ;  and  those  who  wished 
were  sent  back  to  their  homes.  Public 
feeling  is  so  strong,  there  are  so  many 
intelligent  men  in  the  Colony,  and 

'there  are  80  many  intelligent  newspapers 
there,  that  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible for  outrages  to  occur  without 
being    telegraphed    throughout'  the 

•  country.  I  thank  the  Committee,  for 
having  listened  to  ine,  and  I  conclude 
by  expressing  the  hope  that  it  will  not 
interfere  with  this  traffic. 
*(5.34.)  Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.) :  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flintshire  (Mr.  S.  Sniith)was  more  than 
justified  in  bringing  this  subject  before 
the  House.  He  m,s  initiated  a  most 
interesting  and,  I  think  I  may  also  say, 

-  a  very  useful  Debate.  But  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  agree  with  me  that  in 
touching  upon  this  question  we  are 
treading  upon  very  delicate  ground. 
Whatever  may  be  said,  we  cannot 
ignore  this  fact,  that  the  Queensland 
Parliament  is  the  Parliament  of  a  self- 
governing  colony,  a  colony  particu- 
larly jealous  of  any  interference. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Caithness  (Dr. 
Clark)  says  we  have  not  ascertained 
the  feeling  of  the  Queensland  people 
upon  the  subject.  How  are  we  to 
ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  Queensland 
people  except  by  looking  to  the  decisions 
of  the  Queensland  Parliament?  Surely 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  go  so  far  as 
to  say  we  are  bound  to  insist  on  having 
another  Dissolution  in  Queensland  and 
taking  a  plebiscite  on  this  question. 
I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member  for  Flint- 
shire (Mr.  S.  Smiths  who  is  a  good 
Home  Buler,  will  feel  that  It  is  a  most 

'  dangerous  tl^ng  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  action  of  a  country  to  which 
you  havi  given  self-government — to 
take  away  with  the  one  hand  what  you 
have  given  with  the  other.   I  quite 

JIfr.  Betimker  BeaUm 


9(; 

agree  this  is  a  very  special  and  excep- 
tional case'.    This'traffic  is  carried  «iit 
under  the  British,  flag,  of  which  thi- 
Parliament  is  the  guardian.    It  is  of 
the  greatest  importance,  therefore,  that 
we  should  look  thoroughly  into  tfai- 
question  whether  the  facts  which  un- 
doubtedly existed  in  times  past  do  exist, 
or  would  exist,  under  the  regulaticms 
that  the  Queensland  Government  have 
issued.    On  that  question  there  is  an 
immense  amount  of  conflicting  evidence. 
There  is  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Paton,  and 
of  Mr.  Hume  Nisbet — though  I  am 
bound  to  say  Mr.  Nisbet  deids  with  a 
period  of  six  years  ago.   On  the  other 
band,  there  is  a  very  important  letter 
from  Bishop  Selwyn.   I  would  fsaSX 
attention  to  this  fact :  that  several  of 
the  objections  urged  by  the  Bishop 
have  been  expressly  met  by  the  amended 
regulations.    The  Bishop  sums  up  the 
whole  of  the  case  for  and  against  this 
traffic,  and  he  does  it  in  these  words  : — 

"  I  have  aaid  enoafjh  to  show  that,  ibou^ 
it  is  not  the  slavery  it  is  described  as  being, 
and  though  the  GoVemnient  have  triedf  to  a 
large  extent,  to  do  their  duty,  yet  that  there 
are  aeriooa  abuses  connected  with  it.  The 

niUon  is  whether  these  abuses  are  so  bad 
thmr  ontwdgh  the  eertain  amoant  of  good, 
or  whether  ther  can  be  to  met  as  to  leave  the 
trade  (»e  that  EngUshmen  need  not  be  ashamed 
of." 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  sugar  in* 
dustry  would  perish.  I  say  a  thousand 
times  better  that  the  sugar  industry 
should  perish  than  that  the  British  flag 
should  protect  a  traffic  like  the  Slave 
Trade.  The  question  really  resolved 
itself  into  this :  Can  we  remedy  these 
abuses  so  that  this  shall  he  a  trade  of 
which  the  English  people  need  not  be 
ashamed  ?  I  read  the  evidence  in  the 
Blue  Book  very  carefully,  and  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  premature  at  the 
present  moment  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  trade  was  one  in  which 
we  should  interfere.  I  admit  our  right 
to  interfere.  Still,  is  it  not  clear  upon 
the  evidence  which  we  have  before  us 
that  the  trade  is  one  of  which  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  in  the  interests  and 
to  the  honour  of  this  country  and  of  the 
British  flag,  need  be  ashamed,  for  that 
is  what  it  really  means  ?  I  venture  to 
hope  that  niy  hon.  f^end  will  not  press 
his  Motion  to  a  Division,  for,  having 
had  the  honour  of  holding  an  office  of 
a  responsible  kind  for  some  time,  1 
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shall  not  be  able  to  vote  for  it.  After 
most  carefully  considering  the  matter, 
I  think  it  would  be  premature  fcr  the 
Government  to  take  such  a  step  as  my 
hon.  Friend  suggests  in  his  Motion  at 
the  present  moment  before  we  have 
seen  the  revised  regulations.  As  the 
matter  now  stands,  the  Act  has  been 
approved  by  Sir  Henry  Norman.  The 
only  thing  open  to  as  is  to  ask  the 
Queen  to  exercise  her  power  to 
disallow  it.  That  is  the  course 
which  my  hon.  Friend  proposes  by 
his  Motion.  I  say  that  if  he  means 
that  hy  his  Motion — and  it  can  mean 
nothing  else  —  such  an  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
would  be  viewed  with  great  jealousy  not 
only  by  the  people  of  Queensland,  but 
also  by  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
AustraUa.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  would  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend  not 
to  press  this  Motion  to  a  Division,  be- 
cause  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  do  a  great  harm 
to  our  Imperial  position. 

(5.43.)  Mb.  CDNINaHAME 
GRAHAM  (Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  am 
always  sorry  when  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  held  office,  especially 
when  he  sits  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
gets  up  to  speak,  because  he  generally 
concludes  by  saying  that  he  will  be 
obliged  to  vote  with  the  Government.  I 
am  at  a  little  loss  to  know  why  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan) 
spoke  at  all.  His  remarks  are  always 
very  interesting ;  but  as  it  was  a  foregone 
conclusion  that,  having  held  office,  he 
would  vote  with  the  Government,  it 
took  the  gilt  off  the  gingerbread  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech.  I  do  not 
think  I  have  assisted  at  any  Debate 
for  some  considerable  time  in  this 
House  that  has  evoked  so  much  feeling 
— smothered  feeling,  it  is  true,  but 
always  smouldering  there.  I  fancy  I 
detected  &int  rumblings  of  what  I  be- 
lieve will  become  thundenngs  when  we 
set  the  next  Parliament  to  discuss  the 
labour  question,  because  behind  the 
arras  of  the  Polynesian  labour  traffic — 
behind  the  philanthropic  aspirations  of 
those  whom  I  honour  for  their  philan- 
thropy and  for  the  good  they  do — 
there  is  undoubtedly  the  rat  of  the 
labour  question.  (Laughter.)  Hon. 
Gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  I  will 
iii.y  a  few  facts  before  them  which 

VOIi.  V.        [foubth  ssbieb.] 


I  think  will  induce  them  to  be- 
lieve that  my  view  of  the  case,  to 
some  extent,  is  correct.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  question  during  this 
Debate.  We  have  a  Utopia  or  New 
Atlantis  described  by  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  who  depicted 
such  an  Arcadia  in  Queensland  that  I 
wonder  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  did  not  take  passages  at 
once  for  Queensland,  and  enter  them- 
selves for  those  plantations.  Then  we 
had  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Lawrence),  who  said 
that  whatever  excessive  mortality  there 
was  amongst  these  labourers  was 
caused  by  the  excessive  number  of 
mutton  chops  and  beef  steaks  that 
were  pushed  down  their  throats.  But 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the 
question  from  a  somewhat  different 
standpoint  from,  that  from  which  it  has 
been  approached  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers. Aconsiderableamountofcapitalis 
attempted  to  be  made  out  of  the  state- ' 
ments  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Queens-, 
land,  and  objections  have  been  raised 
by  hon.  Members  who  have  been  in  Aus- 
tralia as  to  the  expediency,evenifithas 
the  right,  of  this  House  interfering  with 
a  self-governing  colony  in  a  question  of 
this  sort.  There  seems,  as  has  already 
been  said,  something  behind  the 
speeches  of  these  hou.  Gentlemen,  and 
the  real  reason  seems  to  be  that  they 
desire  to  avoid  *'  a  yellow  agony  "  in 
these  colonies.  I  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  listen  to  what  Mr.  Kinnaird 
Bose,  of  Edinburgh,  writes  on  this 
question.  He  is  not  antagonistic  to 
tne  traffic,  and  thinks  that  under  strict 
regulations  the  evils  of  the  traffic  can 
be  minimised.  In  his  letter  he  makes 
this  remarkable  statement  ; — 

"  Haviog  fairly  and  tuUy  ansirered  the 

hutnanitarian  andphilanthropicobjectora  totiw 
action  of  the  QueenBland  Parliament,  I  tarn 
to  the  politico-economic  opponentB  who, 
despite  their  Home  Rule  principles  for  home 
conBumpUoD,  lu^e  tiie  imperial  veto  of 
domestic  legiBlation  in  a  distuit  oolony.  In 
the  Bame  category,  of  course,  are  the  movers 
and  supporten  of  the  condemnato^  resolu- 
tions in  tile  New  Soath  Wale*  and  victcvfan 
Parliaments.   The  strings  of  opposition  are 

E ailed  both  here  and  at  tiie  Antipodes  by  the 
^ur  leaders  of  the  neir  Unionism  or  their 
sympathiserB  and  abettors." 

But  when  we  further  read  the  letter  we 
find  that  the  wish  to  re-open  this  traffic 
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is  only  the  desixe>of  a  gang  of  sugar 
planters,  who,  finding  that  the  white 
men  abBohitdy  refuse  to  work  in 
the  tropical  swamps  almost  incidental 

to  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  desire  to 
continue  their  profits  at  the  expense  of 
human  suffering  by  a  trade  which  has 
been  designated  almost  as  slavery  and 
which  if  not  slavery  I  must  characterise 
as  a  blot  on  those  principles  which  all 
of  us  have  been  proud  hitherto  to  hold. 
He  says — 

■*  White  labourers  refused  to  work  in  tbe 
field  wr  were  {VobiUted  hj  the  Unions  from 
woriring  at  ralM  which  agncoltnre  oao  twar." 

The  "  rates  which  agriculture  can  bear  " 
are  to  be  fixed  by  that  same  gang  of 
planters.    He  goes  on — 

"Witboat  labour  the  cane  could  not  be 

Sown,  harvested,  or  converted  iuto  sugar, 
ore  than  one-fourUi  of  the  agricultural  land 
in  Queensland  under  tillaae  vrould  tw  thrown 
ont  of  eultiTation  and  allowed  to  revert  to 
jnn^.  Several  thousand  white  men  engaged 
in  sugar  mills  as  overseers,  sugar  boilers, 
oogineerB,  smiths,  foremen,  &o.,  and  in  the 
open  as  ploughmen,  overseers,  drajmeo,  &c., 
would  be  thro^vn  out  of  employment.  The 
foundries  at  Mackay,  Bundaberg,  Townsville, 
Marvborough,  and  Brisbane,  employing  many 
hnndreds  ox  skilled  artisans,  woiud  be  shut  up. 
The  markets  in  the  southero  parts  of  the 
colony  for  maize,  horses,  food  auppties,  &c. 
on  the  sugar  plantations  would  be  closed. 
Unuiers  whose  runs  are  already  over-stocked 
with  fat  oattie  would  have  another  ontiet  cut 
off." 

So  that  it  appears  that  because  of  this 
contest  between  gra;siers  and  sugar 
planters  this  House  is  asked  not  to  give 
its  veto  upon  this  traffic.  It  also 
states — 

"No  hones^  no  saoe  Government  could 
oahnlj  face  the  impending  crushing  ruin,  the 
destruction  of  a  great  industry,  the  throwiog 
(wholly  or  partially)  idle  of  thousands  of  the 
beat  and  moat  aetive  of  the  population." 

When,  however,  I  turn  to  the  speeches 
which  have  recently  been  delivered  in 
the  Australian  Legislaturea,  I  find 
that  a  great  change  comes  o'er  the 
spirit  of  the  dream  in  connection  with 
this  question.  The  labour  party  is 
antagonistic  to  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
foid  the  leaders  of  that  party  are  con- 
vinced that  under  certain  conditions 
SD^^  plantations  can  be  carried  on  by 
ivmte  labour,  even  in  the  latitude  of 
Northern  Qneensland.  I  do  not  think 
that  even  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  can  get 
tbe  Bill  passed  in  the  Queenshuid 
Legislature  without  considerable  truck- 

Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 


ling  .to  popular  opinion.  .  It  may  be 
that  he  and  his  Government  do  not 
represent  the  democratic  spirit  of  the 
colony.  Now,  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  referred  last  night  to 
the  wages  paid  in  Queensland,  and  he 
tried  to  m^e  us  believe  that  £17,000 
had  been  deposited  in  the  banks  there 
as  the  result  of  Kanaka  labour.  But 
he  omitted  to  say  to  whose  credit 
it  had  been  banked.  Was  it  to  that  of 
the  Kanaka  labourers  working  in  tbe 
colony,  or  to  that  of  the  Kanakas  who 
had  become  colonists  in  Queensland, 
who  had  acquired  the  rights  of  citizens  ? 
I  would  ask  the  Committee  to  consider 
whether  it  is  good  for  the  colony  that 
this  sugar  industry  should  be  con- 
tinued-in  it  under. existing  conditions ; 
also  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
profitable  to  break  up  the  land  among 
smaller  white  farmers  ?  I  am  sure  from 
practical  experience  in  the  northern 
parts  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  States  of 
Louisville  and  Texas,  that  sugar  and 
even  cotton  can  be  cultivated  by  white 
men  who  conform  to  the  conditions 
of  life  required  in  the  tropics,  and 
who  do  not,  aa  we  have  been  told 
the  Kanakas  do,  stuff  themselves 
with  too  much  meat  and  whi^ey. 
Now,  a  good  deal  of  capital  has  been 
made  out  of  the  declarations  of  Bishops 
and  missionaries.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  hitherto  had  a  great  deal  of 
sympathy  with  Bishops  or  mis- 
sionaries. I  respect  missionaries  who 
go  out  to  savage  countries  in  order  to 
reclaim  the  people  there ;  but  I  need 
not  remind  the  Committee  that  when 
the  Debates  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
hi  the  West  Indies  took  place  in  the 
other  House,  almost  every  Bishop  voted 
for  the  retention  of  such  a  sacred  insti- 
tution. When  also  the  question  of  con- 
tinuing the  practice  of  pigeon  shooting 
was  imder  oonsideration,  nearly  every 
Bishop  voted  in  favourof  its  continuance. 
Therefore,  I  am  not  inclined  to  attach 
much  importance  to  the  testimony  of 
Bishops.  Before  sitting  down  I  would 
point  out  that  the  re-introduction  of 
coloured  labour  into  the  colonies  will 
go  far  towards  re-opening  the  whole 
racial  question  as  between  this  ooontry 
and  the  colonies.  It  wtU  do  m<»e. 
It  will  discourage  all  future  efforts 
to  oivQise  the  back  lying  butds  in 
the  colonies.    It  is  imposuUe  for 
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white  cultivators  to  compete  against 
*Ghin^  e9oIiea  mad  labourers  from  the 
Pacific  Islands,  whose  standard  of 
«omfort  is  infinitely  lower  than 
that  of  the  white  man.  Thns,  instead 
cf  sfHreading  civilisation — if  it  be  a  good 
thing — about  which  I  have  never  been 

able  to  convince  myself  

An  hon.  Member  :  Spurious  civilisa- 
tion. 

Mb.  GUNINGHAME  GBAHAM  : 

We  are  doing  our  best  to  put  it  back. 
I  wovld  urge  the  right  Gentleman 

MoA  the  Government  that  they  should 

iSnoeede  to  the  very  temperate  requests 
made  from  this  side  of  the  House ;  and 
if  they  cannot  see  their  way  to  totally 

•dis^ow  the  re-opening  of  this  traffic, 
that  they   should  do  something  to 

^tablirii  a  protectorate  over  the 
Solomon  Islands  and  the  New  Hebrides, 
from  which  the  greater  nmnber  of  the 
labourers  for  the  Queensland  plantations 

.are  drawn.    I  think  it  is  a  scandal  and 

.a  disgrace  that  white  men  who  have 
.  been  kicked  out  of  civilisation  should 
practically  be  able  to  inundate  the 
white  population  of  the  colony 
with  coloured  labour  from  the 
Pacific  Islands.  It  is  monstrous  to 
imagine  that  civilised  powers  like 
France  and  Germany  should  £or  a 
moment  object  to  combine  with  us  in 
the  regulation  of  this  traffic.  Under 
any  circumstances  I  believe  that  a 
response  would  be  drawn  from  the 
working  classes  of  Australia,  which 
would  more  than  counterbaltuoce  the 
m<»iopolistB  of  the  Qoeengland  sugar 
plantatioiu,  who,  m  many  oases,  are 

.  absentees  from  their  own  country,  and 

.  are  always  saying  in  London  Clubs 
that  Australia  is  going  to  the  doga. 
*(6.2.)    Mb.  JOHN  A.  BBIGHT 

'  (Birmingham,  Central) ;  I  think  it  is 
the  general  opinion  of  Members  of 
this  House  that  this  traffic  is  a  very 
bad  and  dangerous  one.  and  that  we 
should  all  be  pleased  if  we  could  see 

•  our  way  to  prohibit  it  entirely.  A 
trade  which  has  to  be  carried  on  by 

.  armed  force  is  not  one  that  can  be 
regarded  with  much  favour  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  islands  from  which 
these  unfortunate  labourers  are  taken. 
I  recsived  a  latter  a  few  days  ago  from 

.  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  some  years 
ago  engaged  in  planting  in  Queensland. 

'  There  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  give  his 


name,  because  he  is  not  publicly 
known,  but  he  wrote  to  me  and  ur^d 
upon  me  the  importance  of  doing  all  I 
possibly  could  to  stop  what  he  called 
this  "atrocious  traffic."  During  the 
time  he  was  out  there  in  a  subordinate 
capacity  he  was  obliged  to  wink  at  very 
bad  things  which  he  could  not  prevent. 
The  condition  of  the  labourers  was 
most  painful,  and  still  more  that  of  the 
women  who  had  been  imported  to  the 
plantations.  We  have  heard  from  the 
IJnder  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  that  probably  we  have  no 
power  to  prevent  this  traffic,  and  that 
to  disallow  this  Bill  would  be  a  very 
strong  measure.  That  is  probably  the 
fact  of  the  case,  but  I  think  we  might 
do  something  short  of  that.  We  might 
utter  a  strong  remonstrance,  or,  at  any 
rate,  a  strong  warning  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Queensland  that  public  o|nni(m 
in  this  country  will  be  in  a  watchful 
state  to  see  whether  the  abuses 
which  undoubtedly  existed  there 
not  long  ago  do  not  occur  again. 
It  seems  to  me  that,  although  we  may 
not  be  able  to  intwfere  with  the  acts 
of  the  Queensland  Government,  we  may 
do  something  in  regard  to  the  districts 
from  which  these  poor  people  are 
brought.  If  there  are  difficulties  with 
other  Foreign  Fowerswho  claim  somein- 
terest  in  these  islands,  it  would  be  easy 
to  approach  them,  and  to  request  them 
to  assist  us  in  the  cause  of  numuuty, 
by  making  some  arrangement  by 
which  people  who  are  taken  away  from 
these  islands  shall  be  somehow  pro- 
tected, that  there  should  be  some 
authority  to  see  they  are  returned, 
and  are  properly  treated  while  in 
Queensland.  Perhaps  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  will  tell  us  whether  he 
can  enter  into  communication  with 
foreign  countries  on  this  point. 
*Eabl  COMPTON  (York,  W.R.. 
Bamsley) :  We  were  asked  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  sits  below 
me  fMr.  Osborne  Morgan)  not  to  go 
to  a  Division;  and,  spea^iw  for  myseli 
and  other  hon.  Members  who  brought 
this  matter  forward,  I  can  that  we 
are  not  anxious  to  go  to  a  Division  if 
that  can  be  avoided.  We  thorouglily 
understand  the  difficulty  of  disallowing 
a  Bill  passed  by  a  self-governing  Colony, 
but  we  have  insisted  from  the  beginning 
on  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  protest 
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being  made  <m  Ihe  part  of  the  House  of 
CommODS  against  any  posnlnlity  what- 
ever of  a  slave  trafiGc  being  re-introduced 
into  Qoeen^Iand.  I  appeal  to  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  whether  be  cannot 
still  continue  tbe  line  of  policy  adopted 
by  Lord  Enntsford  in  his  tel^ram  of 
9th  May.  There  is  no  question  there 
of  disaUowing  the  Act ;  there  is  only  a 
coinrteoas  request  to  the  Qoeensland 
Government  to  delay  the  issue  of 
licences  until  the  Government  have 
received  and  considered  what,  after 
all,  is  the  kernel  of  tbe  whole  question 
— the  safeguards.  Without  those  safe- 
guards I  consider  we  certainly  ought  to 
take  the  extreme  measure  of  disallow- 
ing the  Bill  the  Queensland  Govern- 
ment have  passed.  We  have,  I  believe, 
the  right  to  do  so.  At  all  events,  if  we 
have  not  that  right,  we  ought  to  spare 
no  effort  to  prevent  it  being  said  that 
tbe  House  of  Commons  in  the  year 
1892  has  allowed  without  protest  one  of 
our  colonies  to  re-introdttoe  the  dave 
trade.  We.  still  feel,  in  the  words  of 
Lord  Enntford's  telegram,  considerable 
apprehension,  our  apprehension  not 
bemg  removed  by  this  discussion  or 
by  the  answer  to  the  telegram.  I  find 
at  the  end  it  is  said — 

<*The  augar  industry  already^  shows  great 
reTiral,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to 
afford  every  facili^  to  supply  toe  labour  aa 
ROOD  as  paiaed." 

The  matter  before  us,  however,  is  not  the 
supply  of  labour ;  the  question  of  import_ 
ance  to  this  country  is  whether  thajj 
labour  can  be  supplied  under  proper 
conditions  or  not.  We  have  no  proof 
whatever  that  it  can  be  so  supplied. 
On  the  contrary',  we  have  proof  that  in 
the  past  these  conditions  have  absolutely 
failed.  We  want  to  know  the  new 
conditions.  If  the  Government  will 
continue  that  policy  as  far  as  they  can  ; 
if  they  will  impress  upon  tbe  Queens- 
land Government  that  we  view  with 

Ct  apprehension  tbeirpassiug  of  this 
;  if  the  Queensland  Grovemment 
will  persuade  us,  by  sending  the  new 
restrictions,  that  those  restrictions  are 
worthy  of  the  trial,  then  I  think  we 
should  not  go  to  a  Division  this  evening. 
I  ask  for  an  assurance  from  the  First 
Lord  that  something  will  be  done  in 
>  this  direction. 

Earl  Ccmpkm 


The  first  LOBD  of  the  TRB^ 
SUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bai.foub,  Manchester,. 
E.) :  I  rise,  because  the  noble  Lord  has- 
appealed  directly  to  me,  but  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  over  the  ground  traversed 
by  previous  qieakers.    I  would  point 
out  to  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends 
that  the  position  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment  with  tbe  Colonial  Government  is- 
tbis — we  have  the  power  of  disallowing 
the  Act  altogether,  bnt  we  have  no- 
power  to  sns^tndihe  regulations  nnder- 
the  Act  while  we  coomder  whether  those 
r^ulations  are  adequate  or  inadequate- 
It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  inferred 
from  Iiord  Ennti^ord's  telegram  tha£> 
the  r^ulations  could   be  suspended 
until  sent   home   for  discnssion  by 
Parliament,  but  that  is  not  the  case- 
The  regulations  are  now  in  full  force,, 
and  the   only  method  of  action  we> 
have — and  which  I  think  every  speaker  in 
this  House  has  repudiated — is  direct, 
intervention  by  way  of  veto  upon  the- 
action  of  the  C<donial  Grovemment. 
The  noble  Lord  is  anxious — and,  I 
think,    rightly    anxious  —  that  the- 
Queensland  Government    should  he- 
aware  how  strong  is  the  desire  in 
this  country  that  there  should  be  no 
abuse  of  a  traffic  with  regard  to  which 
we  all  admit  that  abuse  is  possible^ 
and  has  actually  occurred,  and  which, 
may  easily  occur  again  unless  adequate 
regulations  are  established.  Anyone- 
who  reads  the  Debate  that  took  place- 
last  night  will  be  convinced  that  thxS' 
oountiy  and  this  Imperial  Parliament 
feels  keenly  on  the  subject,  and  that 
the  manifestation  of  that  feeling  will 
depend  upon  the  practicability  of  the 
means  and  measures  to  be  adopted  for 
dealing  with  the  possible  evils  of  the 
traffic.    We  are  tdl  agreed  that  thia 
traffic  has  produced  evils  in  the  past,, 
and  may  produce  evils  in  the  future,, 
and  it  is  me  business  of  the  Colonial 
Government,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,, 
also  of  ourselves,  to  see  that  these  evils 
are  not  allowed  to  be  repeated.   I  feel 
convinced  that  what  has  occurred  in 
this  House  will  have  an  effect  in  the 
direction  desired  by  the  noble  Lord,, 
and  I  do  not  think  anything  further 
need  be   said    on  the    subject  to 
strengthen  the   impression  of  what 
oconired   yesterday   and   what  has. 
ranspired  to-day. 
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Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) :  I 
-quite  admit  the  delicacyof  this  question, 
■And  I  feel  the  extreme  responsibility  of 
forging  upon  the  Government  action 
that  might  create  collision  with  the  seU- 
^veming  oolonies.  I  had  hoped,  how- 
-ever,  that  the  Gktvemment  would  have 
ilwen  able  to  say  a  little  more — ^that  they 
would  have  agreed  to  a  despatch  set- 
ting forth  the  strong  feeling  felt  in  this 
Kjountry  of  the  great  jealousy  with 
which  this  country  will  watch  a  re- 
newal of  the  traffic.  However,  I  gather 
from  the  remarks  of  the  First  Lord 
that  he  is  quite  aware  of  the  extreme 
risks  counected  with  this  traffic,  and 
tiiat  the  eye  of  the  Government  will  be 
•olosely  fixed  upon  the  doings  of  Qneens- 
'land,  and  that  the  instructions  given 
-to  Admiralty  will  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  promote  constant  vigilance, 
:and  that  we  retain  the  full  power  of, 
>if  necessary,  disallowing  this  traffic. 
With  that  understanding  I  will  not 
insist  upon  my  Motion.  I  believe  that 
much  good  will  result  from  the  dis- 
'Caseion.  I  may  say  I  regret,  if  during 
the  beat  of  Debate,  I  have  uttered  any 
language  likely  to  cause  offence  to  the 
people  of  Queensland.  To  some  ex- 
tent I  was  speaking  of  the  past.  As  to 
'the  fature  I  express  the  hope  that  the 
-people  of  Queensland  will  not  do  any- 
thing likely  to  cause  a  flush  of  shame 
to  the  old  mother  country.  I  shall  not 
■ofier  any  further  objection  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston):  On  a  point  of  order,  am  I  to 
andenatand  that  an  hon.  Member  who 
has  proposed  to  reduce  a  Vote  can 
withdraw  an  Amendment  without  the 
^sanction  of  the  House. 

The  chairman  :  The  Motion  has 
not  been  withdrawn  because  it  has  not 
been  made  again  to-day.  It  was  made 
last  night,  and  according  to  the  usual 
practice  it  has  now  lapsed. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
'Then  I  beg  to  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £500,  as  an  expression  of  our 
•dislike  of  this  traffic.  I  letdly  wonder 
the  hon.  Member  has  ao  trifled  with 
"the  time  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Item  of  £7,000,  for  the 
Colonial  Office,  be  reduced  by  £500." 
— {Mr.  Cuninghame  QrahanL) 


Me.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN  (Mer- 
thyr  Tydvil) :  As  one  who  has  had 
practical  experience  in  Queensland,  I 
should  like  to  address  the  Committee 
on  this  subject.  I  quite  followed  what 
was  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flintshire  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  last  night, 
and  agree  mat  there  were  considenwle 
abuses  in  Queensland  in  the  sixties 
and  possibly  in  the  seventies.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  traffic  the  Go- 
vernment were  necessarily  hampered 
by  the  lack  of  proper  regula- 
tions, but  we  must  i&ke  matters 
as  they  are  and  not  as  they  were. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  former 
days  the  Colonial  Government  were 
to  some  extent  to  blame  for  that. 
But  since  then  things  have  altered 
materially.  Looking  back  to  the  year 
1882,  we  find  a  strong  feeling  existed 
in  the  colony  against  anything  like 
coloured  labour,  whether  Chinese, 
Polynesian,  or  any  other  sort,  and  the 
working  classes  there,  exercising  their 
electoral  rights,  successfully  opposed 
the  return  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  anyone  who  was  in  favour  of 
black  labour.  But  what  do  we  find 
now  ?  The  present  Ccdonifd  Treasurer, 
who  was  slarongly  oj^tosed  to  this 
Kanaka  trafl&o  in  1882,  was  returned 
by  a  lai^  majority  at  a  bye-eleotion 
only  a  few  weeks  ago  for  a  constituency 
close  to  the  metropolis  of  the  colony, 
because  be  pronounced  in  favour  of  this 
system  of  labour  in  the  Northern  Pro- 
vinces. Sir  Samuel  Griffith  was  also 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Kanaka  labour 
in  1882,  and  why  ?  Because  the  work- 
ing classes  were  opposed  to  it.  At  that 
time  it  was  a  political  question  in  the 
colony — it  was  not  looked  at  from 
a  humanitarian  point  of  view — and 
as  such  it  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Legislature.  Now,  however,  we  find 
that  the  workmen  in  Queensland,  thanks 
to  liberal  land  laws  and  hberal  mining 
laws,  are  enabled  to  earn  a  livelihood 
without  working  in  the  cane  fields  and 
cotton  fields.  In  fact,  they  could  not 
perform  that  work  for  more  than 
three  or  four  months  in  a  year, 
and  not  even  for  that  period  at  the 
necessary  time.  Therefore,  if  the  sugar 
industry  is  to  be  encouraged  in  Queens- 
land, it  must  be  carried  on  by  coloured 
labour.  Thsxe  is  no  doubt  that  when 
these  Kanakas  were  first^taken  to 
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the  colony  they  did  pine  for  their 
wives  and  homes,  and  wondered 
if  ever  they  would  get  back  to  them 
again.  But  now  that  they  have  been 
eoncated,  as  it  were,  and  understand 
the  conditioiu  of  their  agreement  they 
look  upon  the  matter  dififerently,  and  I 
have  known  many  instances  of  Kanakas 
being  sent  to  their  homes  after  three 
years,  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  Queensland 
Government,  going  on  board  the 
steamer  again  the  moment  after  landing 
and  returning  for  a  further  period  of 
service.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  only  £6  per  year  being  given 
them,  but  it  seems  to  be  forgotten  that 
in  addition  to  that  they  receive  their 
rations.  Plenty  of  poor  creatures  in 
this  country  would,  I  believe,  be  only 
too  glad  to  accept  £6  a  year  if  they 
were  also  properly  fed.  I  feel  per- 
fectly certain  that  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
who  is  a  kind  hearted  man,  will  take 
every  possible  care  to  prevent  any  such 
•abuses  as  have  happened  in  the  past 
occurring  in  future.  After  the  state- 
ment of  the  First  Lord  and  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  go  to  a 
Division  ;  but  if  it  does  I  shall,  for  the 
first  time,  vote  with  the  Government, 
and  I  shall  doso,  because  I  consider  that 
Kanakas  are  taken  better  care  of  in 
Queensland  than  miners  are  in  this 
country. 

(6.25.)  Mb.  CREMER  :  I  have 
listened  with  the  utmost  regret  to  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  Friend  who  has  just 
sat  down,  because  I  recollect  having 
heard  the  same  kind  of  arguments 
nearly  thirty  years  ago  on  the  question 
of  human  slavery  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  It  is  the  old  story  about 
the  slave  being  better  fed,  clothed  and 
housed  than  he  would  be  in  a  state 
of  freedom.  1  am  satisfied  that  scarcely 
anyone  in  this  House — except  the  hon. 
Member — will  be  deluded  by  any  such 
sentiments.  Although  I  have  no  man- 
date from  the  masses  of  the  people  to 
roeak  on  this  subject  I  feel  sure  that 
they  do  not  object  to  the  introduction 
of  foreign  labour  into  this  country, 
or  into  the  colonies,  so  long  as  it  is 
brought  in  under  free  conditions  and 
not  in  a  state  of  semi-servitude.  It  is 
because  these  Kanakas  are  imported 
into  Queensland  with  the  one  object  of 

Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan 


keeping  down  the  wages  of  white  labour 

in  that  colony  

Mb.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN :  No^ 
no ! 

Mb.  CBEMEB  :  It  does  not  follow 
that  beoause  the  hon.  Member  has- 
been  to  the  colony  he  knows  all  about- 
it.    I  have  heard,  Mr  Courtney,  of 
men  who  after  going  round  the  world 
come  back  to  their  own  fireside  as- 
ignorant  as  when  they  started.    I  do- 
not  say  that  that  is  the  case  with  th» 
hon.  Member.    Well,   Sir,  what  wo 
object  to  is  that  these  men  should  ba- 
imported  into  Queensland,  under  con- 
ditions of  servitude.with  the  one  object 
of  keeping  down  the  wages  of  the  white- 
population  there.    I  am  glad  that 
owing  to  the  action  of  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.   Cuninghame  Graham),  and  not- 
withstanding that  those  who  raised  the- 
discussion  on  this  subject  have  tbonght 
it  advisable,  at  the  last  nrament,  to 
withdraw  their  proposal,  we  are  about 
to  divide  on  this  question  ;  and  if  there- 
are  only  a  dozen  of  us  to  go  into  the- 
Lobby,   I  hope  we  shall  have  the- 
courage  of  our  opinions,  and  recorcl 
our  protest  against  this  traffic. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HOLDEN  (Walsall)  r 
I  should  not  like  to  give  a  silent 
vote  on  this  question.  I  Bhail  vote- 
with  my  hon.  Friend  who  has  joat 
sat  down,  because  I  think  it  is  impos- 
sible to  caiTy  on  this  Kanaka  traffic 
without  the  evils  which  have  been 
alluded  to.  If  no  abuse  occurs  within 
the  next  three  or  six  months  I  believe- 
it  is  sure  to  show  itself  sooner  or  later^ 
and  beUeving  that  I  shall  vote  against 
the  Government. 

Question  put. 

(6.30.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  49;  Noes  197.— (Dir.  List,  No.. 

150.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 
Newfoukdund  Fisheries  Dibpute. 

*(6.45.)  Mr.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  have  a  Notice  of  Motion, 
on  the  Colonial  Vote  having  refer«ice< 
to  the  Newfoundland  Fisheries  question. 
On  the  17th  I  put  a  question  to  the- 
Colonial  Under  Secretary  in  regard  to- 
what  had  recently  happnied  in  the- 
Newfoun^nd  Legislature.  I  ih«n 
asked  whether  tne  Newrfoundlancl 
Assembly  had  rejeeted^be  "  Frendi. 
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Shore  Bill,"  and  whether  it  wm  the 
fact  that  after  three  of  the  delegates 
had  left  this  coontry  alterations  had 
been  made  in  the  Bill  by  two  of  the 
delegates  and  the  Ck>lonial  Office  in 
this  oonntry.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  answering  me,  said  he  cotdd 
not  properly  repl^  to  me  in  an 
answer  to  a  question,  and  it  is  on 
acooant  of  that  I  have  pnt  down  a 
Notice  of  redaction  to  the  Vote  for  the 
purpose,  if  possible,  of  getting  some 
little  further  information  as  to  the 
alterations  made  in  the  Bill  after  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  had  left  this 
country.  Of  these  alterations  I  am 
aware  the  people  in  the  colony  made 
great  complaints,  and  I  believe  it  was 
on  account  of  these  alterations  that 
the  Bill  was  rejected  in  the  Legislature 
by  a  large  majority,  composed  of  both 
j^rties.  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  great 
complaint,  as  I  understand  from  com- 
munications I  have  received  from 
N  e wf oundland  in  regard  to  the  se 
alterations  —and  perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  tell  me  if  I  am  right  in 
my  view,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy 
many  minutes,  for  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  in  a  posi- 
tion now  to  give  a  full  answer— the 
great  complaint  is  as  to  the  means  ap- 
pointed in  the  Bill  for  the  creation  of 
a  Court  to  deal  with  fishery  disputes. 
The  colonists  complain  that  Commis- 
sioners are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Home  Government  and  not  by  their 
own  Government,  but  more  especially 
it  is  a  matter  of  strong  complaint  from 
the  colonists  that  there  is  no  appeal  to 
a  Superior  Court  in  the  colony  from 
these  Foreign  Commissioners,  as  I 
might  call  them  ;  the  only  appeal  is  to 
the  Privy  Coimcil  in  this  country. 
To  offer  such  an  am>eal  as  this  to  poor 
fishermen  3,000  or  1.000  miles  away  is 
a  somewhat  ridiculous  proceeding ; 
there  might  as  well  be  no  appeal  at  all. 
The  people  say  this  is  an  attempt  to 
coerce  the  fishermen  of  Newfound- 
land in  the  interests  of  French 
fishermen.  Whether  they  are  right  or 
not  in  making  that  complaint  I  do  not 
know,  but  it  appears  to  me  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  well  in  the  event  of  the 
matter  being  raised  again  in  the  New- 
foundland Legislature,  to  consent 
to  the  institution  of  an  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 


sioners to  a  Superior  Court  in  the 
colony.  I  do  not  want  to  talk  out  the 
matter  now,  and  will  take  up  no  more 
time.  I  hope  we  may  have  a  few 
words  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
containing  an  assurance  that  the 
utmost  consideration  shall  be  given  to 
the  wishes  of  this,  our  oldest  colony^ 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

The  under  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 

H.  DE  Worms,  Liverpool,  East 
Toxteth)  :  As  regards  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  as  to 
which  he  put  a  question  to  me  on  the 
17th'  instant,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
as  it  is  one  involving  most  delicate  and 
difficult  negotiations  with  France,  and 
also  affecting  the  relations  between 
the  Colony  and  the  Mother  Country, 
any  discussion  in  this  House  at  the 
present  stage  on  matters  still  pending 
would  be  improper  and  most  pre- 
judicial to  the  public  interest.  I  must, 
therefore,  respectfully  decline  to  take 
any  part  in  the  Debate  should  the  hon. 
Member  raise  it,  but  I  feel  sure  that 
after  this  statement  he  will  not  desire 
to  do  so. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid.) : 
With  special  reference  to  the  com- 
plaint of  Mr.  Baird,  who  has  a  lobster 
factory  on  St.  George's  Bay,  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  comes  it  that  the 
poorer  fishermen  receive  such  bad 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  British 
authorities — they  receiving  no  compen- 
sation, while  the  wealthier  traders  do 
obtain  a  certain  amount  of  redress  of 
their  grievances?  In  the  last  two 
Sessions  I  raised  this  question,  and 
tried  to  do  my  best  

It  being  ten  minutes  to  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  Hduse. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  this  day. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENUE 
BILL. 
THIRD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." 
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(6.61.)  Bb.  CLABK  (Caithness) :  I 
regret  that  the  Government  have  not 
seen  fit  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
differential  Income  Tax,  but  if  they 
would  give  us  some  statement  that  they 
will  be  prepared  in  future  Budgets  to 
consider  the  question  we  mi^t  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass  now.  When  the 
matter  was  discussed  early  this  morn- 
ing objection  was  taken  to  the  form  of 
the  Amendment  proposed,  and  not  to 
the  principle ;  and  perhaps  the  Govern- 
ment will  now  tell  us  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  introduce  some  relief  for 
smaller  industrial  incomes.  We  owe 
it  to  the  initiative  of  the  late  Sir  Staf- 
ford Northcote  that  some  differential 
treatment  was  introduced,  and  I  hope 
we  may  have  an  assurance  that  there 
is  no  objection  to  the  further  applica- 
tion of  the  principle. 

(6.62.)  The  FIRST  LORD  op  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfouh,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  am  sure  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will,  when  framing  his  next  Budget, 
give  careful  consideration  to  the  views 
expressed  and  arguments  used  by  hon. 
Members  in  the  recent  discussion. 

Db.  TANNER:  Without  wishing  to 
go  back  on  last  night's  discussion  upon 
the  tax  on  industrial  incomes,  I  would 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
give  countenance  to  the  principle  of  a 
rebate  upon  professional  incomes,  and 
I  have  particularly  in  mind  that  pro- 
fession to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
belong.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  pro- 
fessional men  do  more  work  for  nothing 
than  do  medical  men.  Here  in  the 
City  of  London  there  is  more  medical 
work  without  payment  than  most 
people  are  aware  of,  and  the  same  thing 
is  true  of  Edinburgh.  From  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  their  incomes  must 
vary  very  considerably,  and  I,  speaking 
from  a  certain  amount  of  experience, 
assert  that  inquiry  would  show 
that  no  profession  or  trade  is 
more  harshly  treated  under  the  inci- 
dence of  the  Income  Tax  than  is  the 
medical  profession.  I  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity to  make  these  few  crude  and 
hasty  remarks  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  induce  some  little  consideration 
in  the  future. 


*Me.  MORTON :  I  do  not  desire  to 
stop  the  Third  Beading  of  this  Bill 
now,  but  I  take  the  opportunity  oi 
comi^aining  of  the  way  in  which  it  has 
been  forced  through  the  House.  We 
were  told  we  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  incidence  of 
the  Income  Tax  and  the  House  Duty  ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  discussion 
was  only  entered  upon  after  twelve 
o'clock,  and  proper  opportunity  for 
discussion  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
given.  So  I  gather ;  for  I  did  not  take 
the  trouble  to  attend,  as  I  did  not 
think  it  was  the  fitting  time  for  such  a 
discussion.  I  am  sorry  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  doing  something  to 
show  they  have  some  sympathy  for 
those  who  work  for  small  and  precarious 
incomes.  The  pledges  given  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  full 
opportunity  should  be  afforded  to  discuss 
his  Budget  Resolutions  have  been 
broken,  and  I  am  very  sorry  this 
should  have  been  so. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


MESSAGE   FKOM   THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  1) 
Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Electric  Light- 
ing Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. 

EVENING  SITTING. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY— CX)MMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair." 

POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  RURA], 
DISTRICTS.— RESOLUTION. 

*(9.1.)  Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK 
(Norfolk,  E.) :  In  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House — ^I  hope  for  a  brief 

period — to  the  Resolution  whicli 
stands  in  my  name,  I  think  hon. 
Members,  and  especially  those  re- 
presenting county  constituencies,  will 
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'«grea  with  me  that  there  is  a  long- 
;  stuidii^  grievance  against  the  Post 
Office  Department  with  reference  to 
the  postal  arrangements  in  some  of 

-  our  rural  parishes,  and  they  will  realise 
the  importance  of  this  matter.  It  is 
^sagreeable  to  myself  to  be  obliged  in 

.  any  way  to  criticise  one  of  our  most 

■  efficient  public  services.  The  country 
may  generally  speaking  be  proud  of 
the  way  in  which  our  postal  arrange- 
ments are  carried  out,  and  I  am  quite 

-  Bore  that  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
will  agree  with  me  that  if  •there  are 
any  defects  in  our  postal  arrangements 
it  is  right  that  the  attention  of  the 
House  should  be  called  to  these 
defects,  that  we  by  discussion  may 
find  the  remedy.  But  first  I  desire  to 
place  on  record  my  opinion,  and  I 
think  I  may  say  the  opinion  of  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Post- 
master General  during  the  time  he  has 
held  his  present  office  has  done  his 
utmost  to  meet  as  far  as  it  has  been  in 
his  power  to  do  so  the  complaints 
made  to  him  in  this  direction:  But 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  as  we  all 
know,  has  had  the  difficulty  other 
Postmasters    General  have    had  to 

.  contend  with  :  he  is  bound  by  Treasury 
red  tape — he,  no  more  than  his  prede- 

■  cessors,  has  had  a  free  hand  in  carrying 
out  bis  desires.  In  the  first  place  let 
me  set  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  at 

-  rest  on  one  point.  In  bringing  this 
matter  before  the  House,  I  in  no  way 

-  wish ,  to  sntKest  that  any  increased 
work  shoula  be  imposed  upon  rural 
postal  messengers,  who  have  at  the 

■;  present  time  very  hard  and  difficult 

■  tasks  to  perform  ;  but  on  the  contrary 
I  would  suggest  changes  by  which 
their  labour,  very  heavy  on  certain 

'  occasions,  should  be   lightened  to  a 

•  considerable  extent.  As  hon.  Members 
know,  at  election  times  the  work  is  so 
heavy  that  it  is  impossible  for  these 
messengers  to  give  satisfaction  in  all 

.  direction-i.   Oar  attention  has  been 

-  constantly  called  to  cases  in  which 
voters  have  never  received  their  voting 

■  cards,  simply  on  account  of  the  way  in 
which  deliveries  of  letters  are  con- 

•  'ducted  in  rural  parishes.  I  have 
had  a  vast  number  of  letters  from 

.all  parts  of  England  complaining  of 


the  raral  postal  arrangements,  and 
in  many  oases  requesting  that  I  will 
make  individual  grievances  known. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  do 
this,  but  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  will  quote  a  few  extracts 
from  the  correspondence  to  illustrate 
the  necessity  for  reform  in  these  postal 
arrangements.  It  will  be  convenient 
if  I  divide  the  subject  into  hea^s,  and 
first,  I  shall  call  attention  to  tlie 
necessity  for  extending  the  system  of 
freedehveryin  rural  parishes ;  secondly, 
to  the  want  of  extension  of  the  telegraph 
system  throughout  the  country,  and  if 
possible  that  the  obnoxions  system  of 
hon.  Members  being  compelled  to  ask 
their  constituents  to  find  guarantees  for 
the  establishment  of  new  telegraph 
offices  may  be  abolished  ;  thirdly,  I  shall 
refer  to  the  want  of  an  extension  of 
offices  for  the  transaction  of  Savings 
Bank  business ;  fourthly,  to  the  need 
of  more  money  order  and  postal  order 
offices  ;  fifthly,  I  shall  call  attention  to 
the  want  in  muiy  villages  of  au 
increased  number  of  pillar  boxes 
or  wall  collecting  boxes ;  and 
lastly,  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  question  to  which  I  attach  great 
importance,  and  to  which  the  late 
Mr.  Baikes  gave  special  attention,  the 
granting  of  increased  facihties  for  the 
sending  by  post  of  agricultural  produce, 
whether  by  small  holders,  allotment 
holders,  or  farmers  generally,  of  fruit, 
eggs,  butter,  flowers  and  other  produce. 
As  regards  the  first  subject,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  inconvenience  felt  and 
the  want  of  an  absolutely  free  delivery  of 
letters  within  a  certain  radius  of  the 
village  post  office.  In  the  ordinary 
rural  parish  the  squire  or  leading 
mhabitant  has  his  post  bag,  and  I 
make  no  appeal  on  his  behalf ;  he  is 
rich  enough  to  pay  for  accommodation, 
and  can  get  his  letters  early  in  the 
morning,  and  can  pay  for  facilities  for 
delivery.  At  other  houses  within  a 
certain  radius  and  within  the  village 
proper  letters  are  deUvered  free  and 
with  regularity,  and  I  heu  no  com- 
plaints in  that  direction.  Bat  at 
farms  and  labourers'  cottages  outside 
the  radius  from  the  post  office  of  a 
mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  the  delivery 
of  letters  is  conducted  on  what  I  may 
describe  as  a  happy-go-lucky,  hap 
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hazsrd  system.  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  not  be  shocked  at  my  using 
such  terms,  but  I  can  prove  to  him  as 
absolute  fact  that  in  a  great  number 
of  rural  parishes  those  who  want  to 
have  their  letters  delivered  regularly 
cannot  ensure  that  regularity  unless 
they  pay  something  over  and  above  the 
postage  paid  by  the  sender.  In  some 
l^aces  there  is  a  daily  delivery  at  un- 
certain times,  in  other  cases  there  is  a 
detivery  three  times  or  twice  a  week, 
and  in  other  places  there  is  absolutely  no 
free  delivery  at  all.  I  dare  say  this  state- 
ment will  rather  astonish  some  Members, 
and  when  I  have  mentioned  these 
things  in  conversation  what  I  can 
prove  to  be  the  fact  has  scarcely 
been  credited — that  in  many  cases 
outside  a  radius  of  from  one  and 
a  half  to  two  miles  from  the  post  office 
the  payment  of  the  postage  does  not 
ensnre  the  delivery  of  letters. ,  This 
is  felt  to  be  a  great  grievance  by 
labourers,  aitizans,  and  others,  whose 
friends  naturally  expect  that  their 
letters  will  be  delivered  as  addressed. 
That  is  not  the  case — the  penpy  stamp 
does  not  cover  the  expense,  and  before 
the  receiver  obtains  his  letter,  as  I 
will  show  from  extracts  from  letters  I 
have  received,  he  has  to  pay  a  fee  of 
sometimes  one  halfpenny,  sometimes 
one  penny,  and  even  in  soraecases  two- 
pence on  each  letter.  This  comes  hard 
upon  the  poor  hard-working  labourer 
in  rural  districts.  As  I  said  just  now, 
in  some  cases  there  is  no  delivery  at 
all,  the  letters  being  left  at  some 
village  shop,  or  they  are  dropped  at 
some  corner  house  at  cross  roads,  or 
some  house  the  mail  cart  passes,  where 
they  remain  until  called  for.  The 
House  will  be  astonished  to  hear — and 
I  regret  that  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  is  not  present  to  hear 
the  statement — it  is  a  frequent  oc- 
ourrence  that  by  airai^ement  with  the 
Post  Office  letters  are  left  at  public- 
houses  or  beer-houses,  ';vhBre  the  in- 
habitants must  call  and  receive 
them.  Usually  children  are  sent 
by  their  parents  to  get  the  letters, 
and  I  say  it  is  nothing  short 
uf  a  scandal  according  to  our 
views  in  these  days  that  attendance  at 
a  public-house  should  be  so  associated 
with  the  deUvery  of  letters  through  the 
Sir  Edioard  Birkbeck 


Post  Office.  It  is  the  case,  ttK^^  ^ 
do  not  know  whether  my  right  bpp. 
Friend  is  fl;ware  of  the  fact."  The- 
working  classes  look  upon  the  piaray 
stamp  as  a  binding  contract  betweeh 
themselves  and  the  Post  Office  for  the 
delivery  of  the  letter  to  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  addressed,  but  that 
contract  in  many  cases  is  not  carried 
out.  But  the  working  classes  are 
sharp  enough  to  know  that  there  is  an 
annual  surplus  revenue  from  the  Post 
Office  of  three  millions,  and  they  feel 
that  grievance  to  which  attention  has- 
so  often  been  called  in  this  House,  that 
this  enormous  sum  should  be  "grabbed" 
by  the  Treasury.  It  is  a  reasonable 
contention  that  the  Post  Office  service 
being  so  profitable,  the  surplus  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  something  like 
£200,0^  a  year,  should  be  handed  over 
to  the  Department  for  increasing  the- 
advantages  of  the  service  to  the  general 
public,  from  whom  thisrevenue  ieraised. 
It  will  be  of  intffl^st  if  I  quote  certain 
statements  from  letters  I  have  recMTed 
— statements  which  I  believe  to  be  ab- 
solutely correct — in  reference  to  the 
very  late  deliver}'  of  letters  in  rural 
parishes,  leaving  no  margin  of  time  for 
business  men  to  send  replies  by  the 
outgoing  mail.  To  meet  this  grievance 
there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  Post 
Office  staff  in  rural  parishes,  that  the 
delivery  may  be  accelerated.  I  do  not 
say  there  should  be  a  universal  house-to- 
house  delivery,  because  I  know  in  thinly 
populated  and  mountainous  distaiote. 
that  would  not  be  possible,  but  the 
delivery  ought  to  be  largely  extended. 
I  would  also  suggest  that  facilities 
should  be  given  to  rural  post- messengers 
in  the  way  of  pony-carts,  which  I  think 
would  involve  but  a  verj'  small  increase 
in  the  expense.  A  case  came  under 
my  notice  from  a  place  a  few  miles- 
south  of  Cork,  where  the  fishing 
industry  is  of  considerable  importance. 
A  man  offered  to  contract  with  the 
Post-Office  to  convey  the  letters  by  car 
at  the  same  price  that  the  post  runner 
now  charges,  but  the  Post  Office  de- 
clined to  make  any  alteration.  I 
should  like  a  direct  declaration  from 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  that  he  is 
anxious  and  willing  to  put  an  end  to- 
this  hap-hazard  delivery,  and  that  all 
letters  should  be  delivered  free  to  those 
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to  Vrfaom  they.are  addreased.  Farther,  I 
wish  he  would  put  an  absolute  end  to 
the  depositing  of  letters  at  public-houses 
and   places  of  call.    From  my  own 
coanty  I  hare  received  many  com- 
plaints of  this  kind  of  thing  which  I 
think    hon.    Members  will  scarcely 
credit.   A  man  writes  to  me  that  his 
letters  and  those  of  a  number  of 
cottagers  and  farmers  are  left  at  a 
blacksmith's  shop  merely  because  it  is 
a  place  of  call,  and  on  one  occasion  an 
important  letter  was  nearly  destroyed 
by  a  spark.    Another  grievance  is 
t£at  in  many  cases  second  post  letters 
are  not  delivered,  and  I  have  a  letter 
here  from  a  man  who  lives  in  a  village 
of  1,800  inhabitants — ^not  a  straggling, 
but  a  compact  village — and  he  com- 
plains that  the  letters  arrive  by  the 
second  post  at  two  o'clock,  but  no 
delivery  is  allowed,  and  unless  the 
peo|>le  call  for  them  they  do  not  get 
their  letters  till  next  day.   Then,  with 
regard  to  the  question  acceleration, 
take  the  case  of  Surrey.   There  is  a 
village  I  know  well  five  or  six  miles 
from  Godalming  and  39j  miles  from 
Waterloo.    One  of  the  morning  news- 
papers despatched  from  London hy,  say, 
Friday  morning's  post  does  not  arrive 
at  this  village  till  nine  o'clock  on 
Saturday  morning.    In  County  Tyrone 
there  is  a  small  village  which  is  490 
miles  from  London,  and  here  a  news- 
paper posted  in  London  on  Friday 
morning  would  be  delivered  one  hour 
sooner  than  the  newspaper  in  the 
village  thirty  nine  and  a  half  miles  from 
Waterloo.   These,  I  think,  are  cases 
in    which    an    alteration   ought  to 
be    made      I    have    had    a  large 
number    of    letters   from    my  own 
part  of  the  country,  and  not  a  few  of 
them  were  received  before  I  placed  on 
the  Order  Paper  this  Notice  of  Motion. 
Here  is  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  who 
says  that  the  majority  of  his  poor 
parishioners  have  to  pay  a  halfpenny  for 
every  letter  or  circular  they  receive.  A 
farmer  writes  from  the  same  place  that, 
so  far  as  he  and  other  cottagers  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  delivery  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
Another  farmer  mentions  a  case  where 
twenty  cottages  besides  his  own  have 
no  delivery,  although  they  are  only  a 
little  ovOT  a  mile  from  the  post  office, 


and  he  also  tells  me  of  a  case  in  which 

a  letter  was  carried  about  for  three 
days  before  the  cottager  received  it,, 
and  it  was  to  say  that  his  mother- 
in-law  was  dangerously  ill.  In  one 
of  the  parishes  of  Kent  all  the 
letters  for  a  particular  district  are 
deposited  at  an  inn  called  the  Wool* 
pack  Inn,  which  is  a  mile  from  that 
portion  of  the  parish.  Everyone  who- 
uves  even  a  few  yards  outside  the  radius 
of  delivery  has  to  pay  one  penny  for 
the  delivery  of  every  letter  he  receives. 
Then  in  the  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire, . 
not  a  great  distance  from  Darlington,, 
the  letters  are  sent  six  miles  by  rail  by 
arrangement ;  but,  instead  of  a  penny 
stamp  covering  the  expense,  every 
letter  has  to  bear  an  additional  two- 
pence. Another  case  is  that  of  two 
villages  about  a  mile  apart  with  a 
direct  road  connecting  them.  Midway 
between  them  is  a  la^  row  of  cottagea^ 
where  there  has  never  been  a  free 
delivery,  and  all  the  cottagers  have  to- 
pay  a  fee  of  one  penny  per  letter. 
Then  there  is  the  secretary  of  a  very 
large  Friendly  Society,  to  whom  a  num- 
ber of  letters  are  addressed  every  day. 
He  lives  in  a  village  which  is  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  out  of  the  radius  of  free 
delivery,  and  he  only  receives  letters 
three  times  a  week,  or  has  to  pay  a 
heavy  fee  for  the  delivery.  I  have  a 
letter  here  signed  by  thirteen  labourers^ 
who  state  that  they  have  never  had 
a  letter  delivered  free,  and  they  always 
have  to  pay  an  additional  fee.  Here 
is  a  case  in  which  a  letter  lay  in  a  rural 
post  oflice  for  two  months,  althouj^ 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed 
Uved  only  about  a  mile  from  the  office. 
In  the  same  parish  a  labourer  had  a 
letter  sent  to  him  informing  him  of  the 
death  of  a  relative,  and  that  letter  did 
not  get  into  his  hands  for  several  days 
after  the  funeral,  because  he  lived  a 
few  hundred  yards  outside  the  radius. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Great- 
Grimsby  (Mr.  Heneage)  knows  very 
well  what  happens  in  Linoolnshiier 
because  he  has  taken  special  paina 
to  secure  better  facilities  for  the 
delivery  of  letters  in  that  county^ 
From  that  county  I  have  a  letter  from 
a  man  who  farms  a  thousand  acres^ 
and  he  says  that  there  has  never  been 
a  free  delivery  at  bis  farm  and  twelve* 
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•eottages  near  to  it.  There  is  uiother 
■Mse  of  twenty-two  cottages,  where 
letters  are  never  delivered,  hut  are  left 
-at  a,  place  one  mile  from  the  post  office, 
■and  nave  to  be  called  for.  I  will  also 
■mention  the  case  of  a  poor  woman 
■vtho  earns  her  Uving  by  sewing.  She 
•went  to  live  in  a  village  where  there 
were  nineteen  houses,  and  where  one 
penny  was  charged  for  the  delivery  of 
every  letter.  The  first  year  she 
was  there  she  took  account  of  what 
she  had  to  pay  in  fees  for  the  delivery 
of  letters,  and  it  was  no  less  a  sum 
than  13s.  One  other  case  only  will 
I  mention,  and  that  is  a  parish  of 
two  hundred  inhabitants,  which  has 
never  had  a  free  dehvery,  and  farmers 
-can  only  post  their  letters  once  a  week 
on  the  day  when  they  drive  to  the 
market  town.  These  are  fair  speci- 
mens of  what  takes  place  in  any 
oounty  all  over  England.  I  now  come 
±0  the  question  of  telegraph  offices,  and 
I  contend  very  strongly  that  there 
should  be  increased  facilities.  In  some 
^cases  pecrole  have  to  go  five,  sax, 
:8OTen,  and  eight  miles  before  they 
•can  send  a  telegram,  and  I  am 
-sure  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
-James  Fergusson),  from  the  numerous 
-questions  which  are  addressed  to  him, 
-and  from  the  Memorials  and  Resolu- 
tions he  receives,  must  fully  realise 
that  some  extension  of  the  telegraphic 
system  ought  to  be  carried  out.  I  think 
something  should  be  done  to  reduce 
these  obnoxious  guarantees  whioh  are 
required;  but  I  do  not  go  so  far 
«8  my  hon.  Friend  who  has  put 
•down  an  Amendment  on  that  subject. 
To  say  that  all  telegrams  in  rural 
fuurishes  should  be  delivered  free  is 
imposing  something  beyond  what 
we  ought  to  ask  for.  Then  I 
think  the  Postmaster  General  ought, 
further,  to  consider  the  question  of 
savings'  banks.  It  is  not  fair  to  expect 
a  man  who  works  from  six  in  the  morn- 
ing to  six  at  night  to  walk  five,  six,  and 

■  even  seven  miles,  as  it  is  in  many  cases, 
before  he  can  put  the  money  that  he  is 

■  able  to  save  into  a  savings  bank.  I 
think  in  these  days  of  thrift  the  Post- 
master General  should  certainly  in- 
crease the  number  of  savings  banks  in 
the  rural  parishes.  A  similar  grievance 

■«xists  with  regard  to  money  orders, 

Sir  Edioard  Birkbeck 


and  I  should  like  also  to  mention  the 
rural  post  boxes,  which  are  an  immense 
convenience  to  the  inhabituits  of  the 

rural  parishes.  This  subject  has  been 
before  the  House,  and  I  hope  the  Post- 
master General  will  see  his  way  to  ex- 
tend the  facilities  thus  offered.  Then  I 
think  special  facihties  should  be  given 
to  the  small  farmers  for  sending  small 
parcels  containing  flowers,  fruit,  &o.,  to 
market,  and  I  believe  the  Post  Office 
would  derive  a  large  revenoe  if  this 
could  be  carried  out.  Take  my  own 
county  with  respect  to  the  famlities 
afforded  by  the  Post  Office.  In  Nor- 
folk, accoraing  to  Kelly's  Post  Office 
Directory  of  1888,  out  of  680 
parishes,  303  had  no  post  office, 
551  had  no  telegraph  office, 
and  524  no  money  order  office. 
I  expect  that  is  a  fair  sample  of  other 
counties  throughout  England,  though 
there  may  be  a  ten  per  cent,  improve- 
ment on  these  figures  since  1888,  and  I 
say  that  is  not  a  fair  proportion,  and 
that  some  better  arrangement  ought  to 
be  made.  I  want  to  throw  oat  the  sug- 
gestion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
when  Memorials  are  sent  to  the  Post 
Office,  either  from  hon.  Members  or 
the  leading  people  in  rural  parishes, 
instead  of  sending  the  district  sur- 
veyor to  make  inquiries,  he  should 
be  directed  to  hold  a  public  inquiry  at 
which  evidence  could  be  taken.  The 
{^grieved  parties  could  then  state  their 
grievances,  and  a  great  amount  of  satis- 
faction would  result  from  the  change 
of  procedure.  I  have  taken  no  steps 
to  bring  this  matter  before  the  pabuc 
beyond  consulting  a  certain  number  of 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  but  the  Central  Chamber  of 
Commerce  passed  a  unanimous  resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Motion ;  and  if  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
(Mr.  Chaplin)  were  here,  he  would  ac- 
knowledge that  at  a  meeting  he  at- 
tended in  February  last  at  My,  some- 
thinglike three  hundred  labourerspassed 
a  imanimous  resolution  in  favour  of 
asking  for  these  concessions.  If  other 
hon.  Members  were  to  present  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  similar  list  of 
grievances  to  the  one  I  have,  I  expect 
he  would  almost  go  into  a  lunatic 
asylum.  But  I  am  not  going  sim^y 
to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  inquire 
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into  this  matter.  I  want  to  hear  from 
him  that  some  decided  and  practical 
action  will  be  taken.  I  know  nobody 
has  given  more  attention  to  every 
grievance  brought  to  his  notice,  and  he 
has  granted  a  great  many  facilities  for 
which  we  are  grateful.  I  do  not  want 
the  delay  of  a  Select  Committee,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  but  I  want  the 
House  to  give  a  decided  opinion  that 
these  grievances  should  no  longer  exist ; 
that  practical  reforms  should  be  carried 
out.  If  my  right  hon.  Friend  will 
arrange  for  a  free  delivery  as  far  as  pos- 
sible— I  know  it  cannot  be  done  every- 
where — the  a^icultural  labourers  and 
others  will  be  deeply  indebted  to  him. 
We  have  the  concession  of  free  educa- 
tion, and  I  think  it  is  a  gross  hardship 
and  next  door  to  a  scandal  that  these 
poor  working  men  should  have  to  pay 
fees  of  a  penny,  twopence,  or  even 
threepence,  for  the  postmg  or  receipt  of 
their  letters.  I  have  not  made  this 
Motion  as  a  sort  of  sham  to 
console  my  constituents  —  I  mean 
business,  and  shall  stand  firm  to  my 
guns,  and  I  trust  the  House  will  support 
me  in  asking  for  this  simple  matter  of 
justice.  I  move  the  Besolution  which 
stands  in  my  name. 

(9.46.)  Mb.  FELL0WE8  (Hunting- 
donshire, Bamsey| :    I    have  much 

fleasnre  in  seconding  the  Besolution. 
am  sure  all  those  hon.  Members  who 
represent  s«rioultural  districts  are 
deeply  gratenil  to  my  hon.  Friend  for 
bringing  forward  this  matter,  for  there 
is  a  very  wide  and  strong  feeling  in 
our  rural  districts  that  further  facilities 
should  be  given  for  the  delivery  and 
collection  of  letters.  I  frankly  acknow- 
ledge the  very  great  courtesy  and  kind^ 
ness  which  we  have  always  received 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  and  I 
must  include  some  of  the  offioials  of  the 
Post  Office,  whom  we  are  often  com- 
pelled to  interview.  We  do  not  so 
much  complain  of  the  Post  Office  and 
its  officials  as  of  the  fact  that  the 
Treasury  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
business.  The  Post  Office  officials  are 
willing,  but  the  Treasury  officials  ham- 
per them  a  great  deal  in  furthering  this 
good  cause,  and  I  regret  €hat  no  repre- 
sentative of  the  Treasury  was  present  to 
hear  my  hon.  Friend's  remarks.  I 
know  a  great  deal  of  the  difficulty  is 


put  down  to  the  score  of  expense,  but- 
an  enormous  revenue  comes  to  this- 
country  from  the  Post  Office,  and  I  do- 
not  think  the  country  would  mind  ex- 
pending a  little  more  in  increasing  th& 
facilities  in  rural  districts.  I  say  this^ 
because  1  believe  it  has  been  found  that^ 
where  increased  facilities  have  been  pro- 
vided in  rm&l  districts,  there  lute  beeoi 
an  extension  of  business,  and  no  loss 
has  been  caused  to  the  Department* 
In  dealing  with  the  question,  I  want  to 
confine  myself  to  a  part  of  the  country 
which  J  contend  is  worse  ofif  than  any 
other — I  allude  to  the  Fen  country.  I 
believe  I  shall  be  borne  out  by  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  who  represent  these 
districts  in  Htmtingdonshire,  Cam- 
bridge^ire,  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  part  of 
Lincohishire,  when  I  say  that  the  postal 
arrangements  of  these  countries  are 
eertainly  not  what  they  should  be.  It 
is  sfud  wat  the  distriets  are  sometimea 
almost  impassable,  and  that  the  houses 
are  very  far  apart.  That  may  have 
been  so  twenty-five  years  ago,  but  now 
we  have  gravel  roads  going  very  nearly 
all  over  the  Fens,  and  the  houses  are- 
massed  together  much  more  than  they 
were.  I  would  also  remind  the  House- 
that  the  people  have  to  ^  along  these - 
roads  for  their  provisions,  and  the 
children  have  to  pass  along  them  to  get 
to  school.  There  is  a  footpath  along: 
the  roads,  and  it  would  not  be  a  great 
hardship  to  compel  a  walking  postman 
to  go  along  them  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting and  delivering  letters.  During- 
the  last  few  years  these  districts 
have  become  a  great  fruit  and 
potato-growing  country,  and  employ 
a  large  number  of  labourers  for  eight 
or  nine  months  in  the  year.  The  fruit 
merchants  are  much  hampered  by  the 
non  -  delivery  and  non  -  collection  ot 
letters,  and  it  is  a  great  hardship  on 
these  labourers  that  while  they  are  in 
the  district  they  cannot  receive  letters 
regularly  from  their  relatives  and 
friends  m  different  parts  of  the  country. 
At  present  they  have  to  send  three  or 
four  miles  for  their  letters,  and  often, 
if  they  do  not  send,  the  letters  are  left 
on  the  taproom  table  of  a  public-house. . 
Sometimes  children  are  sent  for  them  ; 
the  children  play  about,  and  the  letters 
get  lost  on  the  road,  and  are  never 
heard  of  again.   I  can  give  many  ii^ 
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stancea,  bnt  will  only  trouble  the 
House  with  three.  The  first'  is  a  place, 
in  Huntingdonshire,  of  350  inhabi- 
tants, where  there  is  no  delivery  from 
one  years'  end  to  another,  and  the 
nearest  post  office  is  five  miles  away. 
Often,  if  letters  are  not  brought  in  by 
some  kind  neighbour,  they  remain  for 
a  month,  and  then  they  are  useless,  as 
the  time  for  transacting  the  business 
has  gone  by.  Once  a  poor  woman 
received  intelligence  of  her  mother's 
death  a  week  after  the  funeral  took 
l^bce.  Another  instance  is  *in  the 
Huntingdonshire  fens,  a  place  of  be- 
tween two  hundred  and  three  hundred 
inhabitants,  where  there  is  no  col- 
lection or  delive^  of  letters  from  year's 
end  to  year's  end.  The  letters  are  left 
■at  four  different  inns  in  the  district  till 
called  for.  I  am  given  to  understand — 
and  I  thoroughly  believe  it — that  these 
letters  are  often  left  there  for  a  month 
or  six  weeks  at  a  time.  The  other  in- 
stance is  at  a  place  near  Short  Ferry, 
where  there  is  no  delivery.  It  is  only 
three  miles  from  the  village,  and  two 
highway  surveyors  and  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  Hve  there,  and  unless  they 
expect  letters  and  go  in  for  them  they  lie 
in  the  village  post  office  for  days.  These 
are  pretty  fair  instances  of  what  we 
'  complain  of.  It  will  doubtless  be 
pointed  out  that  the  expense  would  be 
great ;  but  still,  in  these  days,  deliveries 
and  collections  ought  to  be  as  extended 
as  possible,  and  if  we  cannot  have  a 
-collection  and  delivery  ever^  day  in 
these  districts,  I  think  the  nght  hon. 
-Gentleman  might  see  his  way  to  a 
delivery  three  days  a  week,  especially 
as  industry  has  so  largely  developed  in 
the  Fen  country.  With  respect  to 
telegraphs,  we  were  led  two  yeurs  ago 
to  understand  that  farther  facilities 
were  to  be  given  in  rural  districts,  and 
we  gathered  from  what  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  not  that  the 
guarantees  were  going  to  be  abolished, 
but  that  they  would  not  be  so  high  as 
diey  were.  When,  however,  we  make 
a^ication  for  increased  tel^raphic 
eommnnication,  we  are  met  with  the 
xenauk  that  the  Post  Office  are  pre- 
doded  by  the  Treasui^  from  carrying 
out  the  extensions  without  guarantees. 
There  <s  a  ptfish  of  1*200  in- 
habitant' in  Huntingdonshire,  where 

Mr.  FeUowes 


the  people  were  very  anxious  to  have 
tolegra^iic  commtyucation.  The  Post 
Office  asked  for  a  guarantee  of  £27  lor 
seven  years.  The  people  thouj^t  this 
very  haxd,  as  the  place  was  within  it 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  ^ce&t  North 
Road.  There  was  great  difficulty  in 
securing  the  guarantee,  and  but  for 
some  outsiders  it  could  not  have  been 
done,  and  the  consequence  would  have 
been  that  a  place  01  1,200  inhabitants, 
not  far  from  Peterborough,  would  have 
been  without  telegraphic  communica- 
tion. I  would  like  my  right  hon. 
Friend  to  say,  not  that  the  guarantees 
should  be  taken  away  altogether,  as  I 
think  that  is  hardly  possible,  but  that 
he  should  give  greater  facilities  by 
reducing  the  guarantees,  so  that  people 
in  country  distritits  will  be  able  to 
secure  telegraphic  communication  with- 
out paying  the  enormous  guarantees 
which  are  called  for  now.  I  should 
also  like  to  ask  whether  the  guarantors 
are  liable  for  the  posts  and  wires  for 
the  new  office  ;  and  whether  the 
telegrams  which  come  into  an  office 
may  be  taken  into  account  in 
the  same  way  as  those  that  go  out  ? 
If  he  would  meet  us  in  that  way  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit. 
I  do  hope  and  trust  that  the  whole 
question  of  rtu'al  postal  communication, 
and  also  telegraphic  communication, 
will  be  taken  up  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  before  this  Parliament  ends. 
If  he  does  take  it  up,  I  can  assure  him 
that  he  will  receive  the  greatest  kttdoa 
from  the  coimtry. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  iMve  out  from  the  word  **  That,"  to  the 
end  of  tite  Qneation,  in  order  to  ftdd  thB  words, 
"  in  Uie  opinion  of  thii  Boose,  an  extendod 
daily  delivery  of  liters  and  pNters  oa^t  to  b* 
granted  to  those  portions  of  nirft)  pvishM 
whffire  such  delivery  is  not  at  present  in  toroe, 
and  also  that  an  increased  number  of  savings 
banks,  money  order  offices,  and  telegraph 
offices  ought  to  be  eetabliahed,"— (<St  r  Eaivard 
Birkbtck,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

«(1U.1.)  Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great 
Gnmsby) :  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House  for  many  minutes,  but  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  give  some  hinte  to 
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hon.  Hembers  as  to  how  they  may 
OTeroome  the  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  postal  arrangements.  The 
great  difficulty  with  which  the  Post 
Offioe  and  those  who  desire  to  improve 
the  postal  arrangements  in  rural  districts 
have  to  deal  is  the  want  of  local  know- 
ledge of  the  Poet  Office  officials,  even 
the  district  inspectors,  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  Having  for  fifteen  years 
tried  to  improve  the  postal  administra- 
tion in  Lincolnshire,  which  was  per- 
haps quite  as  bad  as  anything  which 
has  been  describecl  by  my  hon.  Friends 
opposite,  I  learned  what  the  difficulties 
were.  The  real  fact  is  that  these  postal 
Arrangements  which  are  now  in  force 
were  made  in  old  times,  when  the 
traffic  facilities  were  very  different  from 
what  they  are  now,  in  the  days  of  the 
sta^  coaches,  in  the  days  when  the 
mam  roads  ran  from  north  to  south, 
whereas  the  railways  now  run  in  an 
opposite  direction,  or  from  east  to 
west.  I  wish  to  point  out  first  that 
after  having  for  about  twelve  yefu*s 
tried  to  deiJ  with  this  question  piece- 
meal, and  in  isolated  cases,  I  tried 
about  three  years  ago  to  see  whether  a 
whole  district  could  not  be  dealt  with. 
I  may  tell  my  hon.  Friends  that  last 
year  I  dealt  with  a  district,  with  the 
aid  and  material  help  of  the  Post 
Office  —  and  I  wish  to  give  every 
-credit  to  the  Post  Office  for  the 
valuable  iMsistanoe  which  the  officials 
.gave  me,  and  also  the  late  Post- 
master GenersI — I  dealt  with  a 
district  in  which  36,000  letters  a  week 
are  delivered ;  and  the  House  will  be 
astonished  to  hear  that  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  these  letters  were  eithernot  col- 
lected or  delivered.  I  believe  that  at  the 

{iresent  moment  there  is  not  one  single 
etter  opt  of  these  36,000  which  is  not 
either  collected  or  delivered.  The  real 
-difficulty  which  arose  at  the  outset,  in 
■addition  to  the  want  of  local  knowledge 
■of  the  innteetors,  was  the  double 
sorting.  Under  the  old  urangement 
which  exited  in  the  dist<*ict,  the  letters 
were  not  only  sorted  in  the  principal 
post  office,  but  they  were  then  sent  on 
to  the  sub-district  post  office,  where  they 
\  were  sorted  again,  and  then  sent  out  by 
rural  messengers.  The  first  thing  we 
tried  to  do  was  to  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
•offices.   There  we  found  at  once  the 


difficulties  we  had  to  face.  However, 
they  were  got  rid  of ;  and  we  abolished 

many  of  the  district  sortings  in  north 
and  mid  Lincolnshire.  All  the  letters 
are  now  sorted,  either  in  the  mail  trains 
coming  down  to  Lincoln  by  the  Mid- 
land Railway  from  Derby,  which  is  the 
head  office,  or  at  Lincoln.  The  letters 
are  then  sent  out  in  sealed  bags  direct 
to  each  of  the  sub-offices,  either  by  mail 
cart,  or  by  rail,  which  is  made  use  of  very 
extensively.  The  consequence  is  that 
there  is  no  second  sorting  m  the  district 
offices ;  but,  in  addition  to  that,  there 
is  this  great  advantage — whereas,  under 
the  old  system,  every  rural  messenger 
started  from  the  district  office  and 
walked  some  four  or  five  miles  without 
delivering  half-a-dozen  letters,  he 
now  starts  from  the  nearest  sub-office 
at  once  to  his  work,  and  that  gives  him 
an  opportunity  of  saving  much  more 
time  m  the  delivery  of  the  letters ;  and 
it  also  gives  him  a  longer  time  before 
returning  to  collect  them  in  the  evening. 
IwiUonlyinstancetwocases.  There  was 
one  parish  of  350  inhabitants  which  only 
bad  a  delivery  by  a  boy,  where  the 
letters  were  left  at  a  house  up  to  last 
year  from  time  immemorial,  and  which 
never  had  a  collection  in  any  way  what- 
ever. Under  the  new  system  in  that 
parish  the  deUvery  of  the  letters  is 
commenced  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
morning  and  is  finished  before  half- 
past  nine ;  and  the  letters  are  collected 
and  start  before  half-past  three  in  the 
afternoon.  In  another  parish  which 
is  not  many  miles  distant  from  the 
first  parish,  and  which  is  three  miles 
distant  from  my  house,  the  messenger 
sent  out  from  the  post  office  only  left 
the  letters  on  the  way  and  called  for 
them  next  day.  Now  that  parish  has 
a  delivery  of  letters  every  day,  and 
sends  out  its  letters  regularly  like 
any  other  civilised  region.  If  hon. 
Members  take  up  the  question,  I  would 
strongly  advise  them  to  get  others  who 
are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
district  to  join  them,  and  then  to  cut 
out  a  large  scheme,  as  I  did.  I  was 
afterwards  assisted  by  two  other  gen- 
tlemen, but  in  the  first  instance  I  took 
it  up  myself  and  presented  the  scheme 
to  the  Gweral  Post  Offioe.  They  then 
at  once  without  any  hesitation  put  me 
in  communication  with  the  surveyor  oC 
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the  district,  and  I  must  say  that  a 
most  efficient  and  painstaking  man  I 
found  him  to  be.  There  is  only  one 
way  in  which  a  scheme  of  this  sort,  as 
I  Imve  told  the  House,  can  be  carried 
out — that  is  by  abolishing  these  sub- 
district  offices^  b^  making  the  rural 
messengers  start  trom  the.nearest  oflice 
to  their  work,  and  by  utilising  the 
railways,  which  have  very  much  ^tered 
the  whole  complexion  .of  affairs  as 
regards  postal  arrangements.  I  am 
told  that  the  whole  of  the  administra- 
tion in  Lincolnshire  only  costs  some- 
thing like  £1,100.  I  think  that  outlay 
is  well  expended,  considering  the  great 
convenience  it  affords  to  such  a  large 
number  of  people.  My  hon.  Friend 
who  seconded  the  Amendment  has  re- 
ferred to  the  telegraphs.  I  should  like 
to  remind  him  that  the  telegraphs 
stand  in  a  somewhat  different  position 
from  the  postal  arrangements.  We 
had  a  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  Telegraph  and  Postal  Arrangements 
two  years  ago,  and  that  Committee 
reported  that  the  Postal  Authorities 
should  give  facilities  for  a  penny  post 
to  every  village  throughout  England, 
whether  it  pays  in  that  particular 
village  or  not.  On  the  other  hand  the 
telegraphs  were  a  commercial  under- 
taking, an^  we  are  bound  to  expect  a 
certain  amount  of  profit  from  them ;  and, 
therefore,  I,  for  one,  should  not  like  to 
mix  up  the  two ;  and  I  would  advise 
the  hon.  Members  to  keep  them  en- 
tirely distinct.  But  I  do  hope  my 
nght  hon.  Friend  the  Postmaster 
General  will  give  a  sympathetic  answer 
to  the  Motion  which  has  been  made, 
and  endeavour  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
and  01US  extend  the  very  great  benefits 
which  I  believe  Lincolnshire  has,  as  a 

Sineral  rule,  been  enjoying  during  the 
st  two  years. 

(10.11.)  Sib  RICHARD  PAGET 
(Somerset,  Wells) :  I  first  wish  to  put 
myself  right  with  the  Postmaster 
General.  I  desire  to  pay  the  highest 
tribute  not  only  to  him  but  to  his 
Office,  and  I  say  this :  Having  carefully 
watched  for  many  long  years  the 
annual  Reports  of  the  Postmaster 
Genend,  I  can  come  to  no  other  con- 
clusion than  this — ^that  it  is  a  splendid 
service,  and,  on  the  whole,  magnifi- 
oenUy  worked ;  but,  excellent  as  it  is, 
Mr.  Eeneage 


I  venture  to  think  that  there  is  room 
for  improvement.  If  thero  is  any  one*- 
complaint  which  we  have  a  right  to- 
urge  it  is  this — the  inequality  of  the 
service.  I  think  that  in  the  Metropolia 
we  have  a  great  deal  too  many  de- 
liveries. I  believe  it  would  be  a  great 
blessing  to  us  if  there  were  not  half  the 
number  of  deliveries  in  the  day.  At 
the  same  time  we  feel  that  there  ar& 
many  rural  districts  where  there  is  an 
undoubted  grievance.  I  do  not  think,, 
as  a  matter  of  principle  or  policy,  it  i»- 
right  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  country 
should  not  derive  equal  advantage^ 
from  the  Post  Office  service.  I  have- 
always  contended  that  the  Post- 
Office  Draartment  exists  primarily  for- 
the  work  of  the  sending  and  th& 
delivery  of  letters,  and  that,  according 
as  the  Post  Office  is  constituted,  it  is 
not  the  primary  object  of  the  institu- 
tion that  it  should  be  a  tax-gathering 
machine.  It  is  to  me  no  suffi- 
cient reason  to  say  in  the  case  of 
such  and  such  a  village — "  We  cannot- 
give  you  the  facilities  you  ask  because 
the  number  of  letters  would  not  justify 
us  in  incurring  the  expense."  I  4efy 
you  on  any  occasion  to  find  the  smallest 
ground  for  complaint  with  r^ird  tO' 
the  deliveries  in  any  urban  district.. 
It  is  purely  an  agricultural  and  rural 
grievance.  I  may  be  asked,  and  the- 
Postraaster'  General  may  fairly  say — 
"  What  do  you  want,  and  what  is  the- 
expense  of  the  reform  you  desire  to- 
carry  out  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment?" I  am  one  of  those  who  are- 
not  prepared  to  give  a  definite  answer- 
to  that  question.  It  is  a  Departmental 
question,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  the  amount  of  the 
expense  of  givii^  full  effect  to  thia 
Resolution.  As  iread  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  he  only  asks  that 
there  should  be  an  extended  daily 
delivery  of  letters  and  papers.  That,  f 
apprehend,  means  that  there  should  be- 
a  reasonable  extension — not  that  ia 
every  single  isolated  district  every 
individual  house  should  necessarily  lie- 
visited  daily  by  the  postman.  The- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House  called  attenticm 
to  the  fact  that  the  introduction  of  the 
railway  system  had  made  .a  material 
change  in  the  condition  of  things,  and 
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had  assisted  in  many  oases  in  the  re- 
arrangeiiirat  of  postal  conveniences. 
But  thbre  is  another  thing  which  has 
happened  which  is  a  great  reason  for 
that  reform,  and  that  is  the  education 
vrhich  we  have  given  to  the  people. 
One  of  the  first  immediate  results  of 
that  education  has  been  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  reading  and  writing,  of 
letters  and  newspapers ;  and  there  is  a 
greater  demand  for  these  facilities.  I 
contend  that  if  we  want  to  raise  the 
condition  of  the  people  in  the 
rural  districts  we  mast  give  them 
largely -increased  facilities  for  the  recep- 
tion and  sending  of  letters  and 
newspapers.  My  hen.  Friend  who 
introduced  this  Amendment  alluded  to 
the  practice  prevailing  in  nmJ  districts 
of  sending  the  smaller  articles  of  agri- 
cultural produce  by  meansof  the  Parcel 
Post.  We  are  now  engaged  in  increasing 
the  number  of  small  holdings  and 
allotments.  We  want  to  see  ^e  cultiva- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  fruit,  flowers,  and 
v^tablfis.  We  want  to  see  the 
growth  and  production  of  many  articles 
of  produce  which  are  best  used  in  their 
freshest  condition — fruit,  and  flowers, 
and  Mgs,  and  vegetables ;  and  all 
these  things  require  to  be  readily  sent. 
We  cannot  do  full  justice  to  the  small 
holders  and  the  holders  of  allotments, 
whom  we  are  creating  by  legislation, 
unless  we  give  them  ordinary  facilities 
for  easily  getting  rid  of  the  produce  of 
their  land.  I  hope  we  shall  hear  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Post- 
master General  that  he  will  take  this 
matter  into  his  consideration,  and  that 
be  will  deal  with  it  thoroughly.  The 
views  which  have  been  placed  before 
him  to-day  will  very  clearly  show  him 
the  feeling  which  exists  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  There  is  one  thing  more 
to  which  I  might  draw  attention,  and  it 
is  this :  the  necessity  for  increasing  the 
number  of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks. 
We  have  been  preaching  thrift  to  the 
people,  and  telling  them  how  to  save. 
Surely  if  we  are  doing  that,  we  ought 
to  give  them  facilities  for  saving.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks  largely  increased  in 
number,  so  that  they  might  exist  not 
only  in  the  larger  and  more  important 
villages,  but  in  the  small  villages,  no 
2natter  what  might  be  their  size.   I  do 

VOL.  Y.        [FOUBTH  BBBXEB.] 


not  wish  to  detain  the  House,  but  I  do 
think  that  a  case  has  been  made  out. 
I  think  a  case  has  been  made  out  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  urban  districts, 
for  they  have  as  complete  delivery  and 
as  accurate  arrangements  as  human 
ingenuity  can  devise,  but  in  the  interests 
of  our  rural  parishes.  It  is  for  them 
we  speak,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  have 
spoken  in  vain  to-night. 

(10.21.)  Colonel  MALCOLM 
(A^llshire) :  Belonging  to  one  of  the 
uncivilised  regions  where,  instead  of 
having  a  post  twice  a  day,  we  are  ex- 
tremelythankfultoget  apost three  times 
a  week,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  one  or  two  words.  I  do  not  in  any 
way  blame  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Postmaster  General,  who  has  done  a 
very  great  deal  for  us  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  and  I  know  that  he  was 
willing  to  do  a  great  deal  mora ;  but 
there  was,  some  way  or  another,  a 
hitch ;  for  when  the  postal  authorities 
had  arranged  and  made  agreements 
with  the  Railway  Companies  in  their 
endeavour  to  improve  the  postal  facili- 
ties in  the  West  of  Scotland,  for  some 
reason  or  another  the  matter  was 
abruptly  terminated.  We  have  during 
the  summer  an  accelerated  postal  ser- 
vice, but  that  only  lasts  for  three 
months  in  the  year.  I  know  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  was  vary  anxious  to 
make  that  service  last  all  the  year 
round,  because  it  came  to  my  notice 
that  large  extensions  of  post^  arrange- 
ments had  been  devised,  and  were 
to  be  carried  throughout  the '  whole 
of  the  Highlands ;  but  they  all 
depended  upon  this  one  main  route. 
We  thought  and  hoped  that  the  postal 
authorities,  having  been  satisfied  with 
the  arrangements  of  the  Railway  Com- 
panies, we  should  have  the  advantage 
of  the  proposed  acceleration  ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, all  of  a  sudden,  after  things 
were  going  very  comfortably,  we  came 
to  a  deadlock,  and  we  were  told  that  for 
some  financial  reasons  the  thing  could 
not  be  carried  out.  I  am  not  blaming 
the  Post  Office.  I  cannot  expect  that 
any  addition  of  this  sort  can  be  carried 
out  so  long  as  the  Treasury  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  looks  upon 
the  Post  Office  as  one  of  the  huge 
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branches  of  his  revenue.  T  think,  con- 
sidering that  the  Post  Office  is  a 
monopoly,  t^e  first  duty  of  that  service 
is  to  have  a  fair  service  throughout  the 
country,  and  then  to  pay  a  fair  divi- 
dend on  the  money  that  is  laid  out  by 
the  Treasury.    After  that  is  once  paid, 
then  the  spare  money  should  be  uded 
in  increasing  and  enlarging  the  postal 
^ilities  throughoot  the  whole  of  Great 
Britun.   I  am  strongly  of  opinion — 
and  have  been  for  many  years— that 
the  Post  Office  should  not  be  looked 
upon  as  a  sort  of  milch-cow  for  the  Trea- 
sury ;  hot  that  the  first  thing  should  be 
that  an  adequate  service  should  be 
given  to  the  whole  country,  and  that 
those  places  that  are  more  remote 
should  be  practically  a^sted  and  paid 
for  by  those  places  where  there  is  a 
lai^r  amount  of  money  earned  by  the 
Post  Office,  and  in  that  way  that  the 
richer  distriots  ought  to  help  ^  poorer 
ones.  I  am  snre  I  might  almost  apolo- 
gise to  my  right  hon.  Friend  for  the 
great  amount  of  trouble  I  have  per- 
sonally given  him  in  urging  the  claims 
of  one  piaee  and  another  upon  his 
notice ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
details  of  that  sort.    All  I  hope  is  that 
this  matter  will  be  treated  by  the  Trea- 
sury in  a  mote  generous  spirit  than 
they  have  yet  done. 

*(10.25.)  The  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL  (Sir  J.  Febgussoh,  Man- 
chester, N.E.):  I  hope  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  take  a  deep  and  very  well- 
known  interest  in  this  subject  will 
pardon  me  if  I  rise  at  this  compara- 
tively early  period,  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  important  matters  which 
have  been  put  forward  by  my  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  Edward  Birkbeck)  and 
by  those  who  support  him,  be- 
cause perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  say 
something  that  will  relieve  other  hon. 
Members  from  fulfilling  the  doty  that 
presents  itself  to  them,  of  making 
mrther  representations  on  this  matter. 
I  both  understand  and  greatly  sympa- 
thise with  those  who  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  inadequate  service  afforded  to 
the  districts  which  the  hon.  Members 
who  have  spoken  represent.  I  have  a 
vivid  recollection  of  country  districts 
where  the  postman  turns  upon  his  heel 
Colonel  Malcolm 


at  a  certain  point,  and  where  the  scat- 
tered hamlets  or  farms  beyond  are  never 
visited  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ser- 
vants.   And  it  is  certainly  a  pleasure  to 
me  if  I  have  been  able  in  any  of  these 
particulars  to  relieve  a  felt  want  and  to 
meet  fairly  the  representations  that  are 
constantly  made  to  me,  with  great  kind- 
ness and  fairness,  by  hon.  Members 
who  represent  these  rural  districts.  So 
far  from  it  being  a  trouble  and  annoy- 
ance, it  is  one  of  the  pleasures  of  the 
office  I  have  the  honour  to  hold  that  it 
brings  me  into  such  constant  connec- 
tion with  hon.  Members  in  all  parts  of 
the  House,  who  enable  me  to  under- 
stand the  wants  of  their  districts ;  and 
if  hon.  Members  will  make  known  the 
precise  wants  that  are  present  to  their 
minds,  either,  to  me  or  to  the  officers  of 
the  Department,  who,  I  know,  are  con- 
stantly ready  to  hear  such  representa- 
tions, a  great  deal  may  often  be  done 
to  remove  felt  griewices  before  they 
reach  an  acute  point.   One  thing  I  may 
most  usefully  say  is  that  neither  in  the 
matter  of  postal  facilities,  nor  in  tele- 
graphic extension  have  we  been  resting 
on  our  oars.    These  extensions  have 
not  for  the  most  part  been  done  by 
large  measures,  but  by  constant  atten- 
tion to  the  various  ^ost  offices,  however 
small.     T}aa    position   is  reviewed 
when    vacancies   occur   in  accord- 
ance with  the  advance  of  business,  and 
day  by  day  many  cases,  sometimes 
scores  of  oases,  are   dealt  with  in 
which  increased  facilities  are  given. 
In  this  way  a  very  considerable  exten- 
sion has  taken  place,  the  figures  of 
which  will  probably  surprise  the  House. 
Taking  the  last  ten  years,  there  has 
been  an  actual  extension  in  the  num- 
ber of  savings    banks  and  money 
order  offices  of  3,550  throughout  the 
Kingdom.  Since  1881  there  have  never 
been  less  than  215  in  one  year,  and 
the  number  has  reached  486  in  a 
year;  while  in  the  present  year,  since 
the  Ist  January  last,  the  rate  of  increase 
has  been  even  larger.   Within  the  last 
five  months  no  fewer  than  193  have 
been  added,  so  that  if  the  rate  obtains 
throughout  the  year  there  will  be  450 
offices  added  throughout  the  country. 
Certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  in  this 
particular  we  are  doing  nothing.  I 
may  say  that  savugs  bank  and  money 
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4>rder  offices  are  always  o|)ened 
'together,  because  they  areconTeniently 
worked  together,  and  the  activity  of 
iihe  postmaster  is  stimulated  thereby, 
because  they  are  paid  oommission  on 
the  business  done  by  them.  I  hap- 
pened yesterday,  quite  by  chance,  to 
see  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  which 
-snmmartses  the  increase  of  the  expen- 
•diture  upon  the  postal  and  telegraph 
■Berrices  m  the  last  ten  years.  It  was 
•certainly  a  newspaper  favourable  to 
■the  present  Govenunent,  and  therefore 

f'ves  prominence  to  recent  figures ;  but 
may  say  the  growth  has  been  con- 
tinuous, both  in  the  six  years  during 
which  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  in  office  and  in  the  years  of  office 
•of  the  present  Government.    In  1881 
£5,386,000   was   expended   on  the 
Post  Office,  whereas  in  the  year  1892 
the  estimates  amount  to  £9,316,000 — 
•that  is  to  say,  an  increase  of  fifty  per 
•cent,  in  these  ten  years  in  the  money 
-spent  on  the  postal  and  telegraphic 
services.   The  items  which  form  that 
total  show  that  neither  the  Post  Office 
Department  nor  the  Treasury — if  it  is 
desirable  to  contrast  them — have  been 
-backward  to  extend  the   facilities ; 
•but  as  several  hon.  Members  have  per- 
haps ascribed  the  delay  in  granting 
increased  facilities  to  the  action  of  the 
TFreasury,  it  is  right  for  me  to  say  that 
since  I  have  held  my  present  office  in 
no  one  instance  I  can  remember  has 
ithe   Treasury  objected  to  increased 
telegraphic  and  postal  facilities  in  any 
locality.    That  is  not  where  the  Trea- 
-snry  comes  in.    Of  course,  in  questions 
•  of  subsidies  to  Railway  Companies  and 
•of  scales  of  wages,  the  financial  depart- 
ment must    be  consulted ;  but  the 
matter  of  increased  delivery,  and  so 
forth,  is  entirely  within  the  discretion 
•of  the  Post  Office.    I  will  not  deny 
that  the  question  of  the  service  being 
remunerative  qperates  with  the  De- 
partment in  considering  whethw  or 
not  an  extension  shall  be  ^ven.  That 
mle,  however,  is  admimstered  in  a 
liberal  spirit.    Formerly  the  calcula- 
tion was  made  that  each  letter  cost  in 
the  local  service  one  halfpenny  to  the 
Bevenue ;  but  now  it  Is  estimated  at 
three  farthings,  the    other  farthing 
•being  left  to  bear  all  the  cost  of  the 
''letter  before  it  reaches  the  actaal 


district  of  delivery.  Therefore,  then 
is  no  idea  in  these  country  parishes  of 
making  money  for  the  Post  Office ;  but 
it  is  desired  that  the  receipts  should 
somewhat  approximate  to  the  expendi- 
ture. I  can  assure  the  House  there 
has  been  no  expectation  that  the 
receipts  will  be  adequately  remunera- 
tive, only  the  expenditure  must  not  be 
such  as  to  involve  real  and  considerable 
loss  to  the  Bevenue.  I  should  now 
like  to  mention  what  the  extension  of 
the  telegraf^  has  been,  for  that  also 
will,  I  tmnk,  surprise  the  House.  The 
number  of  new  tele^aph  offices  opened 
in  the  United  Kmgdom  during  ihA 
last  ten  years  is  2,722.  The  yearly 
additions  have  varied  from  220  to  349, 
and  this  ^ear  the  number  of  additional 
offices  will  be  more  than  400.  The 
question  of  the  guarantee  has  been 
touched  upon,  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Canterbury  haa  a  well-known 
opinion  that  no  guarantee  should  be 
insisted  upon.  The  resiUt  of  that 
would  be  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
indeed  to  draw  the  line  as  to  how 
far  these  telegraphic  extensions  should 
go.  If  there  be  no  measure  as 
to  how  far  these  offices  should 
be  self-supporting,  it  is  hard  to 
say  how  far  down  we  should  not  be 
obliged  to  go  to  carry  out  extensions. 
The  terms  for  extension  have  been 
made  much  more  liberal.  Whereas  a 
Sinking  Fund  was  expected  to  defray  the 
capital  expenditure,  nothing  more  is 
now  required  than  that  the  yield  should 
be  probably  sufficient  for  the  mainten- 
ance. In  such  a  case  no  security  iS 
asked  ;  but  the  guarantee,  when  asked 
for,  is  not  of  a  large  amount,  and  the 
fact  that  six  hundred  offices  are  now 
open  upon  that  footing  shows  that  con- 
siderable advantage  has  been  taken  of 
that  expedient.  Of  course,  a  great 
advantage  has  been  given  by  the  provi- 
sion in  the  Post  Office  Act  of  last  year, 
whereby  Local  Aathorities  are  em- 
powered to  guarantee  the  cost  of  a 
telegraph  office.  I  have  a  Bill  now 
before  the  House  to  extend  that  system 
to  Scotland  and  the  Channel  Islands, 
which  unfortunately  were  not  provided 
for  in  the  former  Act,  and  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  give  facilities  for  the 
passing  of  that  Bill,  which  is  very  much 
desired.  An  hon.  Member  says  thiCt 
F  3 
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telegrams  ought  to  be  delivered  free. 
Telegrams  must  be  always  more  or  less 
of  a  luxury ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  de- 
livered free,  no  matter  how  far  from  a 
telegraph  office  .they  have  to  travel,  it 
woold  be  an  undue  cost  to  the  coontry ; 
and  at  this  momrait  when,  xmforta- 
Dately,  the  Bevenue  is  not  growing,  I 
venture  to  think,  with  the  concesBioDB 
that  have  been  made,  by  which  the 
cost  of  the  telegram  is  only  sixpence, 
and  the  porterage  at  the  rate  of  six- 
pence a  mile,  the  public  must  rest 
contented  for  a  while.    I  wish  to  show 
the  House  that  I  thoroughly  appreciate 
both  the  friendly  spirit  in  which  the 
matter  has  been  brou^t  forward  and 
the  great  importfuice  of  the  subject. 
Since  X  have  held  my  present  office  one 
of  the  matters  that  has  been  occupying 
my  attention  is  the  great  desirability 
of  giving  increased  postal  facilities  to 
rural  districts.    I  have  in  my  mind  a 
scheme  which  I  think  is  capable  of 
being  worked  out  to  remedy  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  undue  hardships 
that  are  felt  by  poor  people  who  live  a 
long  distance  from  the  nearest  post 
office,  and  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
their  letters  arrive  unless  some  kind 
neighbour  mentions  the  fact  to  them, 
and  who  may  be  deprived  of  informa- 
asTalaable  to  them  in  their  humble 
nihere  as  it  would  be  to  us  in  ours.  In 
^*anoe  there  is  a  system  by  which,  in 
sparsely-peopled   districts,  the  Post 
Office  messenger  travels  through  one 
part  of  the  district  on  one  day  of  the 
week  and  through  a  second  part  on 
another  day  of  the  week,  so  that, 
though  the  number  of  letters  on  any 
ixy  may  not  amount  to  more  than  a 
score,  and  would  not  justify  a  daily 
delivery,  and   though  in   a  district 
so   scattered   as  the  Moorlands  it, 
would  be  impossible  for  a  man  to  travel 
three  or  four  miles  to  deliver  a  single 
letter,  such  a  scheme  might  be  worked 
80  as  to  relieve  a  number  of  districts 
where  considerable  hardship  is  felt  ; 
and  at  all  events,  if  that  rule  were 
adopted,  there  would  hardly  be  a  house 
which  would  not  be  reached  in  the 
course  of  a  week.   A  good  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  unsuitability  of 
public-houses  as  places  where  letters 
are  left.   One  hon.  Member  said  a 
blacksmiUi's  shop  was  not  a  suitable 
jEKr  J,  FergtMon 


place,  but  in  my  experience  I  have  found 
it  very  often  a  most  popular  place 
When  letters  are  left  at  the  public- 
house,  or  at  the  smith's  shop,  it  is> 
generally  by  the  desire  of  those  to  whom 
they  are  addressed ;  and  the  payment 
of  a  penny  or  twopence  Bpetnal 
delivery  is  also  a  matter  of  private 
arrangement.  I  admit  that  there  is  an. 
apparent  hardship  in  such  oases,  but 
of  course  the  Post  Office  cannot  deal 
with  them  unless  they  are  brought 
specifically  to  its  notice.  In  estimating 
the  amount  of  a  guarantee  for  a  tele- 
graph office,  it  IB  not  practicable  to* 
reckon  the  messages  received,  becaase- 
tbat  would  be  counting  them  twice- 
over,  as  they  are  counted  from  the- 

? laces  from  which  they  are  sent  out,. 
'he  early  delivery  of  tetters  at  plaoes- 
hundreds  of  miles  from  London  is- 
renderod  possible  by  the  rapidity  of  the* 
night  mail  trains  from  London,  andthe- 
hour  of  delivery  at  places  near  Londoib 
is  dependent  upon  the  hour  of  departure- 
from  the  district  offices.  These  are^ 
matters  of  detail,  but  it  is  by  attention, 
to  details  that  the  whole  service  is  im- 
proved. A  8|nrit  of  zeal,  and  even  of 
ambition,  anunates  the  officers  of  th» 
Department,  and  there  is  a  determina- 
tion that  our  Postal  Service  shall  be  th» 
best  in  the  world.  Of  course  it  can  be- 
improved ;  and  "  if  we  are  spared,"  as* 
they  say  in  Scotland,  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  do  still  more  to  improve  it.  I 
would,  therefore,  ask  my  hon.  Friend^ 
who  has  expressed  such  confidence  m 
the  Department,  to  leave  such  mattor» 
in  our  hands,  and  not  to  trouble  the> 
House  to  divide  upon  the  question. 

-(10.43.)  Me.  SHAW  LEFEVBB 
(Bradford,  Central) :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  question  with  so  much 
ability  will  have  any  reason  to  complain 
of  the  general  tonor  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  Postmaster  General.  I 
believe  that  the  Telegraph  Service,  as  a 
rule,  has  been  conducted  on  commercial 
principles,  and  that  efibrts  have  been 
made  to  balance  the  revenue  and  tho 
expenditure.  The  Telegraph  Service- 
only  just  pays  its  way — at  present,  I 
believe,  there  is  a  smidl  deficit — and. 
tWefore,  I  cannot  join  the  hon.  Mem* 
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iber  for  Canterbury  in  calling  upon  the 
Postmaster  General  to  extend  the 
telegraph  Service  to  all  parts  of  the 
•oountry  without  a  guarantee,  or  to 

five  a  free  delivery.   But  with  the 
o«t   Office   the  case  is  difiEsrent 
For   many   years  there  has  been 
«   great    and   growing   surplus  Be- 
Tenue  paid  over  hrom  that  Depart- 
ment to  the  Treasury.    From  a  Ketum 
'which  was  laid  before  the  House  at  my 
instance,  it  appears  that  the  net  Postal 
Bevenue  has  risen  from  £1,400,000  in 
1869-70  to  £2,000,000  in  £1876-7,  and 
to  £3,000,000  in  1884-5;   and  that 
-«arplus  Bevenue  has  risen  considerably 
•during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  I 
have  frequently  urged  the  GhanoeUor 
<i  the  Exchequer  to  derate  a  lai^r 
|K>rtion  of  the  net  Postal  Revenue  to 
miprovements  in  the  Postal  Service, 
■and,  indeed,  during  the  last  few  years  a 
•considerably  larger   sum   has  been 
granted.    Li  his  Budget,  the  Chan- 
■-cellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that  the 
•reduction  in  the  net  Bevenue  amounted 
to  something  like  £600,000.    But  hav- 
ing carefully  gone  into  the  Estimates  of 
the  Post  Office  and  the  various  Services 
•oonneoted  with  it,  I  am  unable  to 
-accept  ^lat  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman    as   altogether  accurate. 
The  net  Postal  Bevenue  of  the  present 
year  is  about  £200.000  or  £300,000  less 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  but  it  is 
.about  £350,000  more  than  it  was  at 
the  time  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  came  into  office.  During 
■the  last  six  years  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  derived  £2,400,000  in 
-.excess  of  the  net  surplus  Bevenue 
received  during  the  six  years  of  the 
-  previoos  Grovemment.  There  is,  there- 
lore,  a  large  margin  for  futmn  im- 
provements   in    the    service.  All 
improvements  must  cost  money,  and 
.cause  a  redaction  pro  tanto  in  the  net 
Postal  Bevenue  ;   but  although  they 
may  for  two  or  three  years  throw  a 
cbnrden  on  the  Treastu:^,  at  no  distant 
■date  they  will  bring  m  an  increased 
Bevraue,  and  the  money  devoted  to 
4h«n  maybe  considered  as  a  profitable 
-ontlay.   That  at  all  events,  1  think, 
■has  been  the  experience  of  almost  every- 
Mcme  who  has  been  at  the  Post  Office. 
I  would,  therefore,  strongly  ui^e  the 
/Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  for^ 


a  still  larger  amount  of  surplus  Bevenue 
in  order  to  effect  those  improvements 
in  the  Service  in  rural  districts  which 
are  so  much  desired  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  I  would  point  out  that  when 
the  late  "iSx.  Fawoettoame  into  (^ce  in 
1880  he  entered  into  some  arrangement 
with  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  spend  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  net  Bevenue 
yearly  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Service.  In  consequence  of  that 
arrangement,  the  net  Postal  Bevenue 
remained  almost  stationary  during  his 
term  of  office.  For  my  part,  I  think 
this  is  the  best  arrangement  that  could 
be  made.  It  would  enable  the  Post- 
master General  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  public  better  than  at  present,  and 
to  take  in  hand  the  improvements  which 
are  most  required  in  their  order  of  im- 
portance. It  would  also  insure  to  the 
Treasury  the  same  surplus  Bevenue  year 
by  year  that  it  has  been  accustomed  to 
receive.  Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  I 
believe  that  not  only  will  the  require- 
ments of  the  rural  population  be  met  in 
the  matters  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  that  it  will  by  in- 
creasing the  Bevenue,  ^y  for  itself  in 
the  long  run.  My  hon.  Fnend  has  done 
good  service  by  bringing  the  question 
before  the  House,  but  I  think  sijter  the 
statement  of  the  Postmaster  General  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  divide  the 
House  upon  it. 

^=(10.52.)  Sm  W.  B.  BABTTELOT 
(Sussex,  North-West) :  The  importance 
of  this  question  is  so  great,  especially  to 
all  rural  districts,  that  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
make  a  few  remarks  with  regard  to  it. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Postmaster 
General  knows  very  well  that  the  towns 
and  large  villages  have  no  cause  what- 
ever to  complain.  It  is  the  scattered 
rural  populations  which  suffer  so  much 
with  regard  to  the  delivery  of  letters, 
and  who  are  anxious  to  know  what  is 
being  done  in  the  House  to-night. 
I  give  my  right  hon.  Friend  every 
credit  in  rega^  to  his  most  courteous 
and  considerate  statement'.  He  has 
told  us  that  in  the  last  ten  years 
there  has  been  an  inorease  of  sav- 
ings bulks  to  the  number  of  3,550, 
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«nd  of  telegraph  offices  to  the  number 
of  2,752  ;  but  what  has  been  done  in 
that  way  is  vital,  but  not  so  vital  as 

S'vin^  increased  facilities  to  the  rural 
striots  to  receive  their  letters.  I 
believe,  especially  this  year,  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  ChanoelW  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  anxious  to  conserve  f»  much 
money  as  he  is  able ;  but  the  House 
has  a  right  to  demand  for  all  the  poor 
people  tbroughont  the  country  that  for 
every  letter  stamped  with  a  penny  they 
shall  have  the  full  benefit  of  that  penny 
by  the  certainty  of  receiving  that  letter. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  said  he  was 
anxious  to  go  farther  than  he  has  done 
in  increasing  the  rounds  in  various  dis- 
tricts ;  but  he  also  stated  that  there 
should  be  onl^  one  man  to  go  to 
particular  districts  once  a  week. 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Of 
course,  I  said  that  was  in  extreme 
cases. 

*SiB  W.  B.  BARTTBLOT:  I  am 
afraid  that  there  are  a  large  number  of 
extreme  cases.  At  this  moment  I  could 
name  many  people  who  live  at  least  a 
mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  away  from  the 
places  where  the  postmen  have  to  go, 
and  who  have  to  do  without  their 
letteraormake  arrangements  forgetting 
them  as  beat  they  can.  If,  therefore, 
this  Motion  is  not  carried^  the 
people  in  the  rural  districts  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  do  nothing  for  them. 
This  is  a  question  which  is  agitating 
the  ooanti5^»  and  I  venture  to  urge 
upon  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  he  could 
with  great  propriety  accept  this 
Motion,  and,  if  I  might  say  so,  I  think 
it  is  his  duty  to  do  so.  Unless  that  is 
done,  the  people  in  the  rural  districts 
will  conclude  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
do  anything. 

Snt  W.  K)BTER  (Derby,  Ilkeston) : 
I  have  been  pleased  with  the  generous 
spirit  manifested  by  the  Postmaster 
'General  in  his  reply,  but  I  wish 
that  he  had  gone  a  little  fur- 
ther, and  extended  his  generosity 
to  the  more  neglected  rural  districts. 
The  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
naan  with  regard  to  telegraph  exten- 
sion were  characteristic  of  the  old 
■rSgime,  when  he  said  that  action  was 
Sir  W.  B.  BartUlot 


taken  in  cases  where  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  return  for  outlay.    But  in  th«" 
case  of  a  great  public  debt  with  a  \ai^ 
surplus,  it  ought  not  to  be  a  questioik 
of  that  nature.    The  retm-n  is  bounj 
to  follow  the  facilities,  and,  as  I  have- 
said  before,  any  private  business  con- 
ducted with  the  extreme  eaution'  of  the- 
Post  Office  Departmrat  would  soon  be- 
ousted  by  competitors.    In  the  smaller- 
towns  in  the  country  I  think  that  tbe- 
houi*s  of  telegraphic  business  on  Sun- 
days should  be  extended,  as  at  present 
it  is  often  impossible  to  get  a  reply  on- 
the  same  day.    As  to  postal  facilities 
in  rural  districts,  I  can  confirm  many 
of  the  remarks   which   have  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  isolatioD 
these  districts.   In  some  cases  there^ 
is  not  a  delivery  of  letters  for  eeveraS 
days — a   condition    of    afhirs  not 
creditable  to  the  period.   Snch  »  state 
of  things  is  more  characteristic  of 
the  backwoods  of  America.    We  ought 
not  in  the  county   of    Sussex,  for 
instance,  to  have  villages  which  have- 
only  two  deliveries  per  week.  Again,, 
post  offices  ought  to  be  more  generonS' 
to  the  poorer  people  in  certain  distriota- 
in  supplying  facilities  for  them  to  poflt 
their  letters.     I  know  a  district  in- 
habited by  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
who  have  no  opportunity  of  posting* 
letters  except  by  walking  a  mile 
more,  or  alternately  keeping  the  !etter8^ 
twenty-four  hours  until  the  postmaa 
arrives.     To  the  request'  that  a  pillur- 
box  should  be  erected,  the  Deputment 
repUed  that  the  amount  of  profit  was- 
not  sufficient  to  justify  this  extension: 
of  benefit  to  the  public.    I  think,,  too,, 
that  in  the  case  of  towns  with  ten  or- 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants  the  tele- 
graph stations  ought  to  be  dlvoroed 
hrom  busine«i  establishments.  The- 
present  system  is  very  disadvantageous,, 
and  often  leads  to  transactions  iriiioh 
are  not  creditable  to  persons  in  -official 
positions,     and    which     often  in- 
juriously  afiect  the    trade   of  the 
district.    There  is  one  town  in  my 
mind  where  certain  of  the  inhabitanta- 
are  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  tele- 
grams to  an  office  several  miles  away 
in  order  that  their  basinessttansactions- 
ma^  possess  a  privacy  not  possible  kk 
their  own  district  where  the  postmaster- 
is  a  competitor  in  the  trade.   This  ia^ 
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I  think,  an  evil  which  oonld  beremedied 
hy  a  comparatively  small  outlay,  and 
the  change  would  greatly  ben^t  the 
general  commnnity. 
*The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GoBCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  Hon.  Members  who 
have  addreBBed  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject eeem  to  be  under  the  im|>resBion 
that  the  Post  Office  has  got  considerable 
funds  which  it  can  dispense  with 
generomtv,  and  that  the  diE^tosal  of 
that  fnna  can  have  no  adverse  effect 
upon  the  taxation  or  revenue  of  the 
country.  But  I  wish  to  remind  the 
Committee  of  one  duty  which  seems 
to  have  been  forgotten,  and  it  is  that 
when  the  Estimates  and  Revenue  for  the 
year  have  been  settled  there  should  be 
DO  alteration  made  so  as  to  produce 
a  deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I 
know  that  many  of  my  hon.  Friends 
who  are  pressing  this  Motion  would 
razret  with  the  Government  that  the 
^»ct  of  repeated  Motions  erf  this  kind 
should  end  in  there  being  a  deficit. 
That  is  never  considered  creditable  to 
any  Administration. .  I  wish  to  remind 
the  Committee  that  we  have  already 
accepted  a  Resolution  of  considerable 
importance.  We  have  accepted  a  Re- 
solution— and  we  intend  to  give  effect 
to  it — that  lighthouses  and  coastguard 
stations  shoiud  be  placed  in:  telephonic 
and  telegraphic  communication.  Hon. 
Members  will  be  aware  that  this  will 
involve  a  strain  on  the  teleigpraph 
revenue,  and  the  Government  will  be 
obliged  to  bring  in  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  to  enable  them  to  give  effect 
to  the  decision  of  the  House.  The 
House  will  8(;e  from  what  I  have 
observed  that  there  is  already  a 
considerable  strain  upon  the  Post 
Office  Revenue ;  and  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  further 
called  attention  to  the  position  of  the 
Post  Office  Revenue  generally,  and  has 
shown  that  during  the  last  two  years 
there  has  been  a  diminution  of  the 
sur^us  revenue  by  some  £300,000. 
That  will  be  a  constantly-decreas- 
ing surplus,  and  I  think  we  should 
soon  reach  that  point  of  equal 
expenditure  and  revenue  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to 
see.  It  is  my  duty  to  look  at  this 
Motion  from  the  point  of  view,  not 
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simply  of  general  policy,  but  also  of  the 
Bevenne  of  this  particular  year,  and  we 
must,  I  say,  be  extremely  careful  in 
seeing  thi^  the  Revenue  should  be 
adequate  to  meet  the  expenditure. 
Let  ns  by  all  means  go  forward  in  what 
is  called  a  generous  policy  with  regard 
to  the  Post  Office,  if  we  can ;  but  let 
us  make  some  provision  for  that  policy 
in  the  Estimates  of  the  year.  I 
think  I  should  frankly  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer I  cannot  give  my  assent  to  any 
such  increased  expenditure  as  would 
imperil  the  small  margin  of  the  present 
Estimates.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  Government  should  accept  the 
Motion  with  the  exoe^ion  of  the  latter 
part  of  it  referring  to  savings  banks, 
money  order  offices,  and  telegraph 
offices.  If  hon.  Members  can  accept 
the  general  declaration  of  the  Post- 
master General  and  of  the  Government 
that  much  has  been  done  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  the 
House  to  make  any  further  affirmation 
in  regard  to  the  poucy  already  declared, 
the  Government  would  accept  the 
Motion  in  this  amended  form— 

"  That,  ia  the  opinion  of  ibis  Houbc,  an 
extended  delivery  of  letten  ud  papers  ought 
to  be  granted  to  ihoM  pwtionB  ot  the  rand 
parishes  where  sueh  dellTery  is  not  at  present 
in  force." 

We  should  then  carry  out  the  general 
policy  which  has  been  indicated, 
and  I  say  that  wlule  durii^  the  present 
year  we  proceed  cautioimy  in  that 
direction,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
nece^ry  to  introduce  any  consider- 
able Supplementary  Estimate  which  the 
Revenue  would  not  bear,  I  think  the 
House  will,  under  the  circumstances, 
consider  the  offer  I  have  made  fair, 
and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  my  hon. 
Friend  will  not  go  to  a  Division.  A 
proposition  has  been  laid  down  that 
telegrams  ought  to  be  delivered  free  of 
cffflt..  But  there  are  many  young  men 
who  send  telegnuns  rather  than  write 
letters,  and  if  a  young  gentleman  desires 
to  send  a  tdegram  to  a  country  house 
some  five  mUes  from  the  tel^nph 
station,  I  do  not  think — and  the  House 
will  surely  agree — that  the  cost  for  the 
carnage  of  the  telegram  should  be  met 
at  the  country's  expense.  That  is  a 
kind  of  annexe  to  the  views  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  which  we  can  scarcely  be 
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expected  to  accept.    We  accept  the 

Seneral  view  of  an  extension  in  the 
elivery  of  letters  in  rural  parishes, 
under  the  reaerrations  which  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  place  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS.  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  While  concentrated  com- 
munities Wke  Liverpool,  Birmingham 
or  Manchester  can  bring  pressure  to 
bear  in  order  to  obtain  privileges  in 
lieu  of  the  taxation  which  is  extracted 
from  them  by  the  various  ingenious 
forms  of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Goachen),  it  is  different  in  the  rural 
districts,  where  the  population  is 
scattered.  The  people  have  little  or- 
ganisation ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  not 
merely  to  give  facilities  to  the  large  and 
concentrated  towns,  but  also  in  the 
case  of  applications  from  the  scattered 
rural  districts.    And,  further,  he  should 

five  directions  to  his  Injectors  and 
nperintendents  that  they  should 
themselves  discover  and  report  deficien- 
cies in  postal  accommodation.  There 
are  many  hamlets  with  neither  post 
office,  savings  bank,  or  money  order 
office,  and  I  know  of  one  two  miles 
from  the  railway  where  the  morning 
mail  arrives  at  seven  o'clock  of  the 
evening,  leaves  at  half  past  eight,  and 
the  only  postal  accommodation  here  is 
the  delivery  and  collection  of  letters  at 
hadf-past  ten  in  the  morning.  I  think 
that  wherever  there  is  an  elementary 
school  there  should  also  be  a  post 
office,  for  if  the  Education  Department 
think  fit  to  sanction  a  public  elemen- 
tary school,  I  think  the  Post  Office 
might  reasonably  deem  it  their  duty  to 
affi>rd  postal,  savings  bank,  and  money 
order  facilities.  As  to  the  question  of 
the  deUvery  of  telegrams,  1  think  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  per- 
fectly ri^t  in  his  contention  that  the 
country  should  not  bear  the  cost  of 
porterage  for  five,  six,  or  seven  miles. 
I  think  it  is  monstrous  that  there 
should  be  lai^e  villages  without  a 
telegraph  office,  and  where  the  popula- 
tion has  to  prepay  four,  five,  and  six 
shillings  before  they  can  send  a 
telegram.  I  venture  to  impress  upon 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Fost- 
Mr.  Ooschen 


master  General  that  wherever  there 
is  a  village  or  community  of  1,000  or 
1 ,700  people  there  should'  be  a 
tel^raph  office  in  their  midst. 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  Does 
the  hoD.  Member  know  ol  such  a  village 

where  there  is  not  ? 

Mb.  T.  ELLIS  :  Certainly  I  do.  I 
could  name  a  large  number,  and  there 
are  two  or  three  in  ray  own  con- 
stituency. In  the  case  of  one  village, 
with  a  population  of  2,000  people, 
there  is  only  a  telegraph  office  at  the 
railway  station,  and  the  station  master 
can  only  send  off  telegraph  messages 
at  his  coavenienoe.  I  know  of  another 
large  village  where  I  cannot  send  a 
telegram  imless  I  prepay  six  shillings. 
That  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  act  on  these  lines — first, 
that  in  every  place  where  there  is  a 
public  elementary  school  there  should 
be  a  post  office,  savings  bank,  and 
money  order  office  ;  and,  second,  that 
villages  containing  a  population  of 
1,000  and  over  should  be  provided  with 
a  telegraph  office  in  their  midst. 
Another  thing  I  should  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  is  t^e  need  of  more  pillar  boxes, 
in  rural  districts  especially.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Motion  will  not 
be  mutilated  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  su^ests,  but  that  it  will  be 
accepted  as  it  now  stands.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  one  of  the  primary  duties 
of  the  State,  especially  when  it  makes 
a  profit  of  two  or  three  millions  a 
year  oat  of  the  Post  Office,  to  afibrd 
every  possible  postal  and  telegraphic 
convenience  to  the  populations  of  the 
scattered  villages  throughout  the 
country.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
House  will  support  the  Motion  in  its 
entirety. 

(11.25.)  TbbFIBSTLOBDofthk 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  do  not  rise  to  deal 
in  detail  with  the  Amendment,  but 
merely  to  make  an  appeal  and  give  an 
explanation  to  the  House.  The  appeal 
I  have  to  make  is  in  reference  to  the 
general  business  of  the  House.  It 
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wiU*  I  understand*  be  just  possible  to 
keep  within  the  law  by  pas^ng  the 
Vote  on  Account  on  Monday  night.  If 
the  Tote  is  not  passed  before  the 
House  adjourns  I  do  not  propose  to 
put  it  down  as  the  first  Order  on  Mon- 
dayi  because  I  feel  that  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  who  desire  to  discuss  the 
Irish  Education  Bill  have  a  right  to 
the  earlier  hours  of  that  evening,  and 
that  it  will  not  be  fair  that  a  Debate  in 
which  they  are  interested  should  be 
postponed  until  a  late  hour  in  conse- 
quence of  any  individual  Member  or 
group  of  Members.  I  propose,  then 
that  the  Irish  Eduoation  BUI  shall  be 
the  first  Order  on  Monday,  and  the 
Vote  on  Account  the  second,  if  it  is 
not  passed  to-night.  Ou  Monday,  if 
it  should  be  necessary  to  postpone  the 
Vote  on  Account  till  then,  I  shall  move 
the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  O'clock 
Rule.  I  think,  however,  that  it  would 
be  far  more  convenient  to  pass  the 
Vote  to-n^ht.  ("  No,  no !  "  and  "  Hear, 
hear  I/')  I  merely  desire  a  declaration, 
but  the  Vote  on  Account  must  be  passed 
to-night  or  on  Monday.  With  regard 
to  the  Motion  before  the  House,  it 
appears  to  me  that  we  might  now  come 
to  a  decision  upon  it.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  explained  the  enormous 
strides  that  have  been  made  by  the 
Post  Office  during  the  last  few  years — 
strides  increasing  in  magnitude  each 
successive  year.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bradford  had 
almost  led  the  House  to  believe  that 
the  strides  made  by  the  Post  Office 
previous  to  1885  were  greater  than  they 
had  been  since,  but  that  was  not  the 
b4}t.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  ex- 
pressed his  general  agreement  with  the 
first  part  of  the  Amendment  moved  by 
my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  E.  Birkbeck),  and 
the  Government  were  perfectly  ready 
to  accept  it,  leaving  out  all  the  words 
after  "  force,"  and  inserting  the  qualify- 
ing phrase  "  as  far  as  possible  "  alter  the 
word  "  ought."  It  would  then  read  as 
follows : — 

**Tliat,  in  the  opioioo  of  this  Hoase  an 
«zleiided  daily  ddivery  of  letten  and  papers 

'«a^t,  at  far  at  poMibla,  to  be  granted  to 
thoae  pMtions  of  rtml  parisbas  mwra  luoh 

-  ddhrery  is  not  atpraaent  in  fme." 


I  suggest  that  the:R^lution  in  this 
form  will  meet  the  vievre  of  the  House 
generally,  .and  that  we  should  now 
proceed  to  vote  upon  it. 

Sib  EDWARD  BIRKBECK:  Al- 
though I  attach  great  importance  to  the 
Resolution  as  it  stands,  I  am  ready  to 
accept  the  alteration  su^ested  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend. 

Mb.  ILLINGWOBTH  (Bradford. 
W.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  to- 
night, as  he  always  does  when  a  matter 
affecting  the  interest  of  all  classes  arises, 
raised  a  plea  of  economy.  The  mis- 
fortune is  that  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man lavishes  all  his  extravagance  upon 
the  Army  and  Navy.  The  Post  Office 
system  is  a  huge  monopoly  in  the 
hands  of  the  State,  and  we  are  there- 
fore ^titled  to  demand  that  every 
possible  facility  shall  be  given  to  the 
public.  Both  the  telegraph  and  postal 
system  are  now  a  matter  of  duly 
necessity,  and  that  being  the  case  I 
think  the  Postmaster  General  should 
have  a  freer  hand  in  his  endeavours  to 
meet  the  postal  requirements  of  the 
country.  There  have  been  few  op- 
portunities during  the  present  Parlia- 
ment for  bringing  before  the  House 
such  Motions  as  that  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  E.  Birkbeck),  and  I  am  glad 
the  Government  have  to  some  extent 
accepted  it.  I  hope  it  is  only  the 
beginning  of  greater  things  in  connec- 
tion with  the  postal  and  telegraphic 
service  in  rural  and  out-of-the-way  dis- 
tricts. In  my  opinion,  this  discussion 
will  be  eminently  serviceable,  but  I  pro- 
test against  the  tone  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlwnan  (Mr.  Goschen)  in  pleading 
parsimony  and  the  interests  of  the 
Exchequer  in  connection  with  a  matter 
of  this  sort  which  affects  the  conve- 
nience of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people,  when  millions  are  voted  away 
for  other  purposes  against  the  reiu 
wish  of  the  country. 

#Mb.  MORTON  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  G^tleman  the  Leader 
of  the  House  a  question  with  re^^urd  to 
his  statement. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I  I  do 
not  think  a  question  of  that  sort  should 
be  interjeoted  into  the  present  Debate. 
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*mt.  MOBTON:  WeU,  I  vant  to 
BSky  a  word  about  the  BeBoIution  before 
the  House,  although  I  have  refrained 
80  ^  in  the  hope  that  we  should  have 
got  to  the  Vote  on  Account  before  this. 
There  is  no  doubt  we  should  have  done 
so  if  the  Government  had  cared  to 
influence  their  own  supporters,  because 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  evening 
has  been  mainly  taken  up  by  what  may 
be  called  an  electioneering  Debate.  I 
take  as  much  interest  in  this  question 
as  any  other  Member,  and  during  the 
discussion  on  the  Budget  Besolutions 
I  expressed  my  strong  opinion  that  the 
profit  derived  from  the  Post  Office 
should  be  expended  in  improving  that 
service  all  over  the  United  Kingdom. 
Now  I  understand  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  consented  to  accept  the 
Besolution  in  a  modified  form,  to  the 
effect  that  we  are  to  have  an  extended 
delivery  of  letters  in  the  rural  districts 
as  far  as  possible.  All  mention  of  the 
savings  bank  and  money  order  offices 
and  telegraph  offices  is  to  be  dropped. 
I  am  not  much  concerned  about  the 
sann^  banks  or  the  money  order  offices, 
because  agricultural  labourers  have  not 
much  money  for  either  of  those  things, 
but  I  think  telegraph  offices  should  be 
included  in  the  Besolution,  and  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his 
way  to  do  so. 

Mb.  ED  WABD  HOLDEN  (Walsall)  : 
It  appears  to  me  perfectly  certain  that 
not  much  good  will  be  done  if  the  words 
proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  Resolu- 
tion are  agreed  to.  I  merely  rise  to 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  we 
are  very  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  he  has  treated  this  question. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid) :  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
accept  the  Amendment  in  the  form 
suggested  by  the  Treasury  Bench,  be- 
cause the  insertion  of  the  words  "  as 
far  as  possible,"  and  confining  it  to  the 
Bim{de  delivery  of  letters  and  papers 
will  hare  the  effoot  of  mi^i^  it  abso- 
lutely  useleBs.  I  think  it  has  been 
shown  that  rural  parishes  are  badly 
dealt  with  by  the  Post  Office,  and  I  have 
oHaa  bad  to  make  application  to  the 
Postmaster  Genaral  witn  reference  to  in- 


creased postal  facilities  in  miningeentres. 
When  r^mresentations  are  made  to  tiis 
Pos^  Office  as  to  wants  in  toMaX 
parishes,  or  in  mining  ^stricts,  there- 
comes  the  official  rei^y  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made,  and  will,  if  possible,  extend 
the  desired  facilities.  But  we  find  that 
stereotyped  answer  is  the  only  result,, 
unless  we  raise  a  discussion  in  this- 
House.  I  had  occasion  a  few  weeks- 
ago  to  write  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  reference  to  the  Ogmore  Valley,, 
where  the  postal  facilities  are  voiy 
meagre  indeed,  and  I  had  the  stereo- 
typed reply ;  but  I  have  heard  notfaiwt 
smce.  It  may  be  that  tike  House  wiQ 
permit  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  me  an  answer  now,  for  I  cannot 
attach  much  importance  to  that  official 
reply.  In  these  mining  districts 
very  considerable  inconvemence  often 
arises  from  want  of  telegraphic  com- 
munication— mining  accidents  some- 
times occur.  The  Ogmore  Valley  is  in 
the  very  centre  of  Glamorganshire  ^ 
divided  into  two  districts,  Nantymoel 
and  Tondu  ;  and  should  a  mining  acci- 
dent occur  near  Tondu  there  is  no  way 
of  sending  a  telegraphic  communication 
for  assistance,  except  by  going  to  the- 
small  f^ricultural  town  of  Bric^end.  I 
do  not  want  to  detain  the  House  from 
a  Division,  but  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  incjuiries  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular district  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  In- 
quiries are  now  being  made.  Such 
inquiries  must  necessarily  take  some 
time.  We  have  to  work  one  district 
with  another,  and  possibly  the  surveyor 
may  be  engaged  in  one  district  with 
inquiries  before  he  can  go  to  another. 
But  I  know  that  inquiries  are  going  on 
in  the  vf^ey  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers. 

Mr.  EVANS:  I  am  glad  to  hear 
it ;  but  the  demand  was  made  several 
weeks  ago,  and  inquiry  need  not  take 
more  than  two  or  three  days.  I  am 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and 
I  can  say  so.  It  would  be  more  satis- 
factory if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   could    say    whra    die  in- 
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qoiry  will  be  completed  —  whe- 
uier  it  will  be  before  Parliament 
ceases  its  labours  fen:  the  Whitsnntide 
Becess  or  possibly  altogether  ?  How- 
ever that  may  be,  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  inquiries  are  going  on,  for  I  am 
certain  the  case  is  one  the  House  would 
agree  demands  immediate  attention. 
It  is  one  of  many  similar  cases,  and  I 
would  impress  upon  the  House  the 
desirability  of  doing  something  to 
impress  upon  the  Post  Office  the  neces- 
sity for  making  these  extensions  with- 
out waiting  for  representations  to  be 
made  through  Members  for  different 
localities.  The  Post  Office  should 
always  be  engaged  in  extending  its 
facilities.  It  is  a  great  monopoly ;  it 
exists  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
the  country ;  it  should  not  be  made  a 
source  of  revenue,  and  even  though  in 
some  districts  the  Service  should  have 
to  be  carried  on  at  a  loss,  still  the 
.people  in  rural  and  mining  districts 
should  enjoy  aU  the  facilities  the 
Service  is  able  to  offer. 

(11.45.)   Mb.  PBITCHARD  MOfi- 
^GAN  (MerthyrTydvil):  Without  doubt 
many  improvements  are  required  in 
our  Telegraph  Service.  It  is  impossible, 
for  instance,  under  present  arrange- 
ments to  send  a  l^al  document  by 
telegraph ;  but  this  is  done  in  other 
parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  A 
person  who  desires  to  send  a  legal  pro- 
cess of  any  sort  can  go  to  a  telegraph 
office,  with  a  Magistrate  in  attendance, 
and  the  document  is  telegraphed  through 
to  its  destination.where  another  Magis- 
trate attends.   The  two  Magistrates 
certify  to  the  arrangement,  and  the 
document  reaches  its  destination  in  a 
few  minutes.    This  mode  of  transmit- 
ting legal  documents  is  a  most  con- 
venient proceeding  for  all  concerned. 
Its  introduction  in  Queensland  was  due 
to  the  initiative  of  a  gentleman  whose 
name  has  been  frequently  mentioned 
in    a  recent  discussion.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  and  it  has    been  adopted 
throughout  the  Australasian  Colonies, 
and  with  no  difficulty  whatever.  There 
is  also  a  want  of  a  system  of  "  ui^ent " 
telegrams,  as  they  are  called.  For 
instance,  suppose  there  is  a  political 
meeting  going  on  in  some  place  and 


the  whole  staff  of  the  local  post  offioe 
— one  operator  perhaps — is  engaged  in 
sending  long  press  messages  that  may 
take  one  hour  in  transmission ;  an 
accident  of  some  kind  happens,  and 
assistance,  medical  or  otherwise,  is 
required,  but  the  long  telegram  must 
go  on.  In  other  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 
possessions  there  is  an  "urgent  tele- 
gram "  system  under  which  telegrams 
paying  high  rates  take  precedence  of 
others.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed amended  form  6i  the  Besolutioh^ 
I  think  it  will  prove  altogether  in- 
e&ctive,  for  it  binds  the  Post  Office  to 
do  nothing  whatever.  What  are  the 
facts  ?  Those  of  us  who  live  in  country 
districts  are  desirous  of  having  fair 
means  of  communication  with  other 
parts  of  the  countr}-.  But  in  districts 
where  there  are  from  3(X)  to  500- 
people  there  is  sometimes  no  postal 
communication  whatever.  We  have 
to  pay  our  own  postboy  to  carry  our 
letters,  and  if  we  get  a  telegram  we- 
have  to  pay  four  shillings  for  its 
deUvery.  On  one  occasion  I  had 
driven  into  the  country  town  and  met 
in  the  street  a  messenger  who  had  a 
telegram  for  me.  It  was  but  a  few 
yards  from  the  office,  but  he  would  not 
give  it  to  me  unless  I  paid  him  a  fee  of 
two  shillings.  There  is  often  a  long 
delay  tin  sending  the  messages.  You 
may  see  the  messengers  plodding  along 
the  road,  lame  perhaps,  and  there  is 
no  thought  of  consideration  for  public 
convenience.  I  submit  the  time  has 
arrived  when  the  Post  Office  should 
not  be  the  means  of  collecting  Revenue 
in  an  indirect  way — there  should  be 
more  elasticity  in  its  administration,, 
and  the  Revenue  from  the  more 
populous  districts  should  assist  the 
expenditure  in  the  poorer  districts.. 
The  Resolution  as  amended  would  be 
of  no  avail,  and,  for  my  part,  I  should 
advise  taking  a  Division  upon  it. 

Sib  EDWARD  BIRKBEGK :  I  am 
quite  willing  to  withdraw  my  Motion 
in  order  that  the  amended  Resolution 
may  be  substituted. 

Mb.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN:  Is- 
it  possible  to  so  alter  the  Motion^ 
seeing  that  already  there  is  an  Amend- 
ment to  it  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Gauterbary  (Mr.  Hen&iker 
Heaton)? 

*Mb.  speaker  :  That  is  an  Aroend- 
ment  which  oan  only  be  moved  in  the 
■event  of  the  Mouon  becoming  the 
Bubstantive  Question.  Is  it  your 
pleasare  the  Amendment  be  with- 
-drawn  ?   (Cries  of  "  No  1") 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  now  beg  to 
■move,  as  an  Amendment,  the  addition 
<i  the  words  "  so  far  as  it  is  possible." 

Mb,  PRITCHAED  MORGAN  :  On 
«  point  of  Order  may  I  ask,  can  another 
Amendment  be  moved  when  there  is 
■a  previous  Amendment  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cwter- 
Jbury? 

'*Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  Amendment 
is  at  the  end  of  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
proposed  Amendment,  after  the  word 

ought,"  to  insert  the  words  "  so  far 
■«s  is  possible." — (ifr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be 
■inserted  in  the  proposed  Amendment." 

(11.55.)  The  House  divided  : — Ayes 
139;  Noes  32.— (Div.  List,  No.  151.) 

Question  proposed, 

**Thkt  the  words'ln'theopiaion  of  this  House, 
iWa  extended  daily  delivery  of  letters  and  papers 
-ought  so  far  as  is  pouibte  to  be  granted  to  those 
portions  of  rural  parishes  where  such  delivery 
li  not  at  present  in  force,  and  also  that  an 
-inereased  number  of  savings  banks,  money 
4rder  ofBeas,  and  talegrai^  ^ees  ought  to  be 
•ertaUiabed,-  be  then  adSed." 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  to  move 
a  further  Amendment  

It  being  after  midnight,  the  House 
stood  adjourned. 

Supply, — Committee  upon  Monday 
next. 

SALMON    AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  BILU-(No.  258.) 
•<M>NSroERATI0M.     [aDJOUBMED  DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [lOch  May],  That 
Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan 


the  Clause  (AppUcation  of  Act  to  Irs- 
land), — {Mr.  Barton,)  —  which  was 
offereid  to  be  added  on  Consideration 
of  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  read  a 
second  time." 

Debate  resumed. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  have  every  desire  to  assist 
the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Edward  Birk- 
beck)  in  proceeding  with  the  Bill,  but  I 
think  he  finds  here  some  little  difficulty 
of  procedure.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  (Mr.  Barton)  suggested  a  new 
clause,  to  which  objection  being  taken, 
I  think  there  was  no  objection  to  it 
being  withdrawn  or  negatived.  Heisnoi 
here,  but  I  presume  in  his  absence  the 
House  may  negative  it  ? 

'''Mb.  SPEAEEB  :  If  no  objection  is 
raised  that  may  be  done. 

Question  pot,  and  negatived. 

Sib  BDWABD  BIBEBECE  (Nor- 
folk,  E.)  :  If  the  House  will  permit,  I 
will  now  move  the  Third  Beading. 

«Mb.  speaker  :  I  think  that  would 
be  hardl;yr  fair  to  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 

Barton)  in  his  absence. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 


RICHMOND  AND  MOUNTJOY  PRISONS 
(IRELAND). 
MOTION  FOB  A  BETUBN. 

Me,  TIMOTHY  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.) :  As  to  the  Motion  which  stands  in 
my  name  for  a  Return  in  reference  to 
Bichmond  and  Mountjoy  Prisons,  I 
understand  there  is  no  objection  to 
giving  the  information,  but  there  is  an 
objection  in  point  of  form.  I  would 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  if 
that  is  so,  will  he  be  ^;ood  enough  to 
put  down  the  Motion  m  the  f<nrm  he 
desires  it  to  take  ? 

The  CHIEF  8BCBETABY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jaokboh,  Leeds,  N.) : 
I  think  it  will  be  more  convenient  in 
point  of  form  if  a  Return  is  ^tsd  by 
the  War  Office  as  to  expenditure  in 
wfaioh  that  Department  is  concerned, 
and  I  propose  to  furnish  a  statement 
which  will,  I  hope,  give  the  hon.  Mem- 
bar  all  the  informatiim  he  desires. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
FROTI8I0NAL  ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 
(No.  300.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  OOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 
(No.  SOL) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 
(No.  315.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  paraed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  7)  BILL. 
(No.  319.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL.— (No.  336.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  OOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL.— (No.  339.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  OOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL.— (No.  341.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (Me.  10)  BILL.-(No.  345.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.-(No.  346.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELEMENTARTEDUCATION(TEACHERS 
SUPERANNUATION). 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Eyidfflice,  and  an  Ap- 
pendix. 

Beport  to  lie  npon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  331.] 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  '  (IRELANO>- 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  3)  BILU— 

(No.  299.) 

Beported,  withoat  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND* 
MENT  (RBKX)MMITTED)  BILU— (Na 

229.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  tJie  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  and  3  agreed  to. 
Clause  3. 

Ck)mmittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

HOP  SUBSTITUTES  BILL.— (No.  150.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading,  upon 
Monday  6th  June,  read,  and  dia- 
chai^ea. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

MERCHANT      SHIPPING  (FISHINO 
BOATS)  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL— 

(No.  279.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading,  upon 
Tuesday  next,  read,  and  diachi^^. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  pre- 
sent another  Bill  instead  wereof . 

UEBCHANT    SHIPPING    (PISHINa  BOATS) 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  (KO.  2)  BILL. 

Bin pmMiited,axia read  flnttima.  [Bm883.] 

LONDON  COUNTY COUNCIL(GENBRAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee.- 

l^nutes   of   Proceedings    to  be 

printed.    [No.  232.] 

Beport  to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  pnnted. 

NATICnUL  DEBT  [CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Question  again  proposed, 
"  That,  tor  tho  porpote  of  tho  oonvonioa 
of  the  HcoritieB  held  V  ^  National  Datt 
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•  CommiBuonen^  on  account  of  advaDces  made 
Iby  tiram  ander  the  proTiaions  of  *  The  National 
Debt  Redemption  Aet,  1889,*  it  is  expedient  to 

.  Aothorita  (a)  the  creation  of  a  ohargi  upon 
^  Consididated  Pand  in  favoar  of  the 
National  Debt  Comnuauonen  tor  a  aom  of 
£13,000,000,  tG«ether  with  interert  Iheiwon  at 
the  rate  of  2}  per  oentom  per  annum,  such 
ohai^  to  be  redooed  at  any  time  the  ieane 
in  monof  out  of  the  Consdidated  Fond  to  the 
NatiMutl  Debt  CoDrndnloners  of  any  portion 
«f  tiie  aum  of  £13,000,000 ;  (b)  the  oaaeeHiog 
of  an  Exoheqaer  Bonds  and  Secarities  iesned 
in  rei^ct  of  the  advances  made  by  the 
NationiaOebt  CommiBsionere."— (Afr.  Chan- 
cellor of  tlie  Exclteguer.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

'  Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next. 


.  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS,  1887 
AND  1691. 
Copy  presented, — of  Regulations 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  the 
«(»iGurrenoe  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
under  Section  2  of  "  The  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1891/'  with  regard  to  the 
Proeecation  of  Offences  under  "  The 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887  "  [by 
Aet]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TELEPHONE  SYSTEM. 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Treasury  Minate,  dated  23rd  May,  1892, 
vipm  the  development  of  the  Tdephooe  System 
in  the  United  Kingdom."— (iSfr  John  Oorat.) 

'  Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  -Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
.[No.  229.] 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 
Copy  ord«%d — 

"  Of  Memorandum  stating  the  nature  of  the 
propeeals  oontained  in  the  Proviuonal  Orders 
inolnded  in  the  Pier  end  Haiboor  FmriBiooal 
Orders,  No.  4  and  No.  6,  mSbL"  -(Sir  MlOtael 
Bicka  Beach.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
tNo.  230.1 


AdjournmeiU,  156 
MOTIONS, 


SITPEBANNUATION       ACTS  AMEM01Ii:NT 

(no.  2)  BUJL. — (ho.  275.) 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anatruther  be  diiohargeil 
from  further  attendaora  on  the  Seleet  Com  ■ 
mittee  on  Bapwaiwuatioa  Aote  Amaidmenc 
(No.  2)  BiU. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Biddolph,  Sir  Ridurd 
Temple,  and  Mr.  Storey  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee."—(Jtfr.  Akera'DougUu  ) 

COAIi    HINEB   BBOUZiATION   ACT  (1887) 
AMENDMENT  (NO.  3)  BIIiIi. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Philippe,  Bill  to  amend 
"The  Coal  Minei  Regulation  Act,  1687," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Philippe, 
Mr.  Donald  Crawfora,  and  Mr.  Joicey. 

BUI  pxeaented,  and  read  flrat  time.  [Bill  380i] 

PABLIAMENTAST  VOTBBS'  BBOISTRATION 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Cremer,  Bill  to  amokl 
the  Law  for  the  Registration  of  Periiamentery 

Voters  ;  and  for  other  purposes  reUting  to 
elections,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Cremer,  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Rhoodda), 
Mr.  Bart,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  John  Wilson 
(Durham),  Mr.  Fmwick,  and  Mr.  James  Row- 
lands. 

Bill  preeented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  381.1 

LIBEIi  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Alsemon  Borthwiek,  Bill 
tor  the  amendment  of  the  Law  of  Libel, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Algernon 
Borthwtek,  Sir  Albert  RolUt,  Dr.  Cameron, 
BCr.  lAwun,  Mr.  WUloz,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
and  Mr.  Jennings. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bin 382.] 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjoom." 

De.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  : 
Having  in  view  the  backward  condi- 
tion of  Public  Business,  I  trust  the 
Qovemment  will  not  on  Tuesday  next 
countenance  such  an  idiotic  proceeding 
as  a  Debate  upon  the  question  of  ad- 
journment over  what  is  called  the 
Derby  pay,  and  that  they  will  not  so 
assist  in  the  obstruction  of  Business  as 
to  take  a  holiday  because  there  is  a 
horse  race. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HooM  adjourned  at  twenty  minntes 
after  Twdve  o'olook. 
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Liverpool,  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Eoch- 
dale,  and  many  others.  They  supply 
water  in  the  same  way  that  companies 
do  outside  the  municipal  boundary ; 
and,  as  regards  the  municipal  limits  of 
Birmingham,  they  are  only  one-fourth 
of  the  area  of  supply.  And  although 
some  of  these  Corporations  may  not 
supply  water  for  a  profit  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  still  they 
are  bound  to  keep  the  rates  as  low  as 
possible,  and  to  enforce  payment  of 
water  rates  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers as  much  as  the  Water  Com- 
panies do  in  the  interests  of  their 
shareholders.  .  Their  profit  and  loss  is 
in  high  or  low  rates  ;  therefore,  I  main- 
tain that  this  question  of  profit  does 
not  matter.  What  does  it  matter  to  the 
consumer  whether  the  company  makes 
a  profit  or  not  ?  His  loss  is  certain  if 
his  water  is  out  ofif ;  and  whether  it  be 
under  a  Corporation  or  under  a  com 
pany  the  loss  and  inconvenience  to  the 
consumer  will  be  the  same.  My  noble 
Friend  says  that  he  brings  in  this  Bill 
in  its  present  form  to  bear  upon  the 
Water  Companies  because  they  arbi- 
trarily and  harshly  exercise  their 
power.  I  beUeve  there  are  very  few 
cases,  indeed,  in  which  that  is  done. 
But,  he  says,  there  is  a  remedy  whioh 
he  does  not  give  by  the  Bill  to  con- 
sumers who  get  theur  water  from  Cor- 
porations and  are  harshly  treated.  What 
is  the  remedy  ?  Just  take  the  case  of 
us  in  London  !  All  London  at  present 
is  supplied  by  Water  Companies,  and 
if  this  Bill  were  to  pass  this  year  into 
law  we  should  get  protection  under 
this  Bill.  But  it  is  notorious — -I  see 
my  noble  Friend  who  is  at  the  head  of 
a  Commission  to  inquire  into  this  ques- 
tion of  the  watering  of  London — that 
the  question  of  the  watering  of  London 
being  transferred  from  companies  to  the 
County  Council  is  a  question  for  con- 
sideration in  the  immediate  future,  and 
it  may  very  likely  take  place.  What 
will  happen?  This  year,  if  this  Bill 
passes,  we  consumers  will  get  protec- 
tion from  this  Act.  Next  year,  if  the 
water  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council,  that  protection  will  be  taken 
away,  because  the  County  Council  are 
not  m  the  Bill.  A  most  absurd  posi- 
tion we  shall  be  found  in.  And  what 
is  my  noble  Friend's  remedy?  It  is 
even  more  absurd  than  the  positicni 


BAT  FIRST. 
The  Earl  of  Stamford,  after  the  death 
of  his  uncle. 

WATER  COMPANIES  (REGULATION  OF 
POWERS)  [H.L.]  BILL. 
BEPOBT  OF  AMENDMENTS. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received,  read. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  My  Lords, 
I  have  an  Amendment  which  I  venture 
to  submit  to  your  Lordships'  favourable 
conuderation.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
right,  just  and  reasonable  Amendment. 
It  is  on  page  1.  line  3,  after  ■*  Com- 
panies "  insert  "  Local  Authorities  and 
persons,"  and  leave  out  "for  profit;" 
and  in  Clause  3,  page  1,  line  12,  after 
"  Company  "  insert  "  Local  Authorities 
and  persons."  The  Bill,  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stands,  appears  to  me  to  be  some- 
what illogical,  inconsistent,  and  more  or 
less  one-sided,  and  I  must  invite  your 
Lordships  to  make  it  logical,  con- 
sistent and  fair  to  all  concerned.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  give  to  con- 
sumers of  water  security  against  the 
arbitrary  exercise  by  the  Water  Com- 
panies of  the  powers  that  they  hold 
under  the  present  law ;  but  this  Bill 
applies  only  co  Water  Companies ;  it 
excludes  al  consumers  who  get  their 
water  from  Corporations  of  any  kind. 
My  Lords,  there  are  at  the  present 
time  about  250  Water  Companies  who 
supply  water  to  consumers.  On  the 
other  hand  there  are  about  150  Cor- 
porations, some  of  which  sell  water, 
as  I  shall  presently  show,  at  a  profit. 
It  is  only  right,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
that  the  same  protection  which  it  is 
proposed  to  extend  to  consumers  of 
water  obtained  from  companies  should 
be  extended  to  those  who  get  their 
water  from  Corporations.  What  is  my 
noble  Friend's  defence  of  this  exclu- 
sion ?  He  says  in  the  one  case  these 
oompaoies  supply  water  for  a  profit. 
Well,  my  Lords,  amongst  the  Corpora- 
tions there  are  luiy  number  who  supply 
water  for  a  profit  outside  the  municipal 
boundaries:  Manchester, Birmingham, 

VOL  V       Tfoubth  bbbizb.] 
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in  which  we  shall  find  ourselves.  Why, 
he  says,  the  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  ratiapayers;  that  is  to  say,  that 
any  unhappy  consumer  who  has  been 
harshly  dealt  with,  supposing  the  water 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
of  London,  may  at  the  next  coming 
County  County  Election,  if  he  can, 
turn  out  the  then  Government  of  Lon- 
don. My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  it  will 
matter  much  to  the  unhappy  consumer 
whether  his  water  is  out  off  by  Lord 
Eosebery,  or  by  the  Chairman,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  of  the  Water  Company. 
And  I  do  hope  that  such  an  anomaly  as 
that  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  into 
legislation.  It  is  impossible,  I  venture 
to  think,  that  your  Lordships  can  pass 
the  Bill,  because  you  have  to  take 
care  that  your  Bills  in  this  House  are 
carefully  drawn,  and  sound  in  prin- 
ciple, and  consistent  with  previous 
legislation ;  and  I  believe  it  is  impos- 
sible that  you  can  pass  the  Bill  of  my 
noble  Friend  in  its  present  form.  But 
there  is,  behind  this,  one  other  very  im- 
portant question,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  private  enterprise  verstts 
municipal  monopoly.  Now,  my  Lords, 
it  is  private  enterprise  that  has  made 
this  nation ;  it  is  private  enterprise 
that  has  brought  water  to  London ;  if 
it  were  not  for  private  enterprise 
working  for  a  profit,  and  inducing 
people  to  put  money  into  these  com- 
panies, instead  of  having  very  good 
water  from  the  Grand  Junction,  the 
Chelsea  and  other  waterworks,  we 
might  probably  be  drinking  a  decoction 
of  sewage  and  dead  dogs  from  the 
Thames.  Therefore  I  venture  to  think 
that  BO  far  from  discouraging,  this  House 
of  Parliament  should,  on  all  possible 
occasions,  encourage  private  enterprise ; 
it  is  the  mother  of  invention,  and 
leads  to  improving  the  national  pro- 
gress, whereas  the  danger  you  run 
from  municipaUsation  of  all  this  trading 
is  that  it  puts  a  stop  to  private  enter- 
prise and  national  progress.  Lastly, 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  this  further 
argument,  that  in  1847  a  general  Act 
was  passed  for  consolidatuig  in  one 
Act  certain  providons  usually  con- 
tained in  Acts  authorising  the  making 
of  waterworks  for  su^^ng  towns 
with  water ;  and  this  BiU  is  entitled  : 
**  An  Act  to  regulate  the  power  of 
compaxues   supplying   water  under 

The  Barl  of  Wemijfu 


the  powers  of  the  Waterworks 
Clauses  Act,  1847."  I  think  this 
is  a  very  strong  point  indeed. 
Parliament,  when  it  regulated  the 
powers  of  Water  Companies  for  supply- 
ing water  to  towns  in  1847,  drew  no 
distinction  whatever  between  Water 
Companies  and  Corporations  supply- 
ing water ;  because  I  find  in  the 
Interpretation  Clause  these  words — I 
particularly  call  my  noble  Friend's 
attention  to  them :  "  The  word 
*  person '  shall  inc;lude  a  Corporation 
whether  aggregate  or  sole."  Therefore, 
my  Lords,  the  principle  on  which 
Parliament  acted  in  1847,  is  departed 
ttom  in  the  Bill  which  professes  to  be 
founded  on  the  basis  of  that  same  Act, 
but  leaves  out  a  Corporation,  even  sole, 
where  there  are  persons  who  supply 
water  to  individuals.  My  Lords,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say,  but  I  ask 
your  Lordships  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment which  I  have  ventured  to  pro 
pose.  I  do  not  know  what  course 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  take, 
but,  so  far  as  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
the  Bill  is  not  to  be  made  a  Cabinet 
question,  and  supposing  the  Members 
of  the  Grovemment  are  free  to  vote  as 
they  like,  I  believe,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and,  indeed,  I  feel  confident 
that  the  common  sense  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House  will  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  I  have  given  notice. 

Moved,  in  page  1,  line  3,  after 
("companies")  insert  (" local  authori- 
ties and  persons"),  and  leave  out  ("for 
profit ") ;  Clause  3,  page  1,  line  12, 
after  ("company")  insert  f"  local  autho- 
rities and  persons."} — (2%e  Earl  of 
Wemyss.) 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPEBDOWN  :  My 
liords,  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  not 
expect  me  to  follow  him  into  the  quee* 
tion  of  the  relative  merits  of  supply  by 
private  or  by  public  Corporations ;  but 
to  the  merits  of  the  Amendment  I  will 
address  myself  at  once.  The  noble 
Earl  was  not  quite  correct  in  the 
version  that  he  gave  of  the  origin  of 
this  Bill.  This  Bill  originated  in  cer- 
tain complaints  that  were  made  wi^ 
regard  to  the  supply  of  water  to  con- 
sumers, and  more  especiadly,  by  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies.  In 
consequence  of  that  a  Bill  was  intro- 
duced. The  private  Water  Companies, 
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lioth  of  the  Metropolis  and  the  cotmtry 

tsnerally,  objected  to  the  Bill  and 
esired  to  be  heard ;  and  accordingly, 
there  was  a  very  full  inquiry  by  a 
Select  Committee  of  your  Lordships' 
House.  Half  of  the  Bill  passed 
into  law  two  years  afterwards.  The 
Bill  itself  did  not  proceed  in  its 
entirety,  and  this  Bill  is  now  revived 
in  consequence  of  further  complaints 
which  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the 
water  supplied  by  private  companies. 
This  Amendment '  proposes  to  insert 
Corporations,"  and  to  place  them  on 
4ll-fours  under  the  Bill  with  private 
Water  Companies.  Now,  so  far  as  Cor- 
porations are  concerned,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  regard  for  them,  any  more 
than  I  have  for  private  Water  Com- 
panies, and,  personally,  I  have  no 
■objection  to  their  being  made  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  any  Bill  to  which 
it  may  be  found  desirable  to  make 
them  subject.  But  there  is  this  diffi- 
•culty  that  appears  to  me :  that  they 
have  not  been  heard.  The  Bill  did  not 
relate  to  them  originally.  They  are 
jiow  proposed  to  be  introduced  for  the 
first  time ;  and  the  result  of  so  intro- 
ducing them,  if  your  Lordships  accept 
the  Amendment,  will  be,  presumably, 
that  some  of  them,  at  all  events,  will 
complain  and  will  wish  to  be  heard ; 
and  the  result  of  that  will  be  that  this 
Bill,  which  no  one  denies  is  expedient, 
■will  lose  whatever  chance  it  may  have 
•of  passing  into  law.  My  Lords,  the 
proper  way  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  to 
introduce  a  Bill  into  the  next  Session 
.of  Parliament,  placing  the  public  Cor- 
porations on  the  same  footing  as  the 
^irivate  Water  Companies;  and  then, 
if  they  wish  to  protest,  that  your 
Lordships  would  give  them  a  chance  of 
being  beard,  just  as  was  the  case  with 
the  private  companies  some  years  ago. 
JBut,  my  Lords,  I  think  there  have 
■been  instances  lately  which  show  that 
this  Bill  is  required  ;  andlthink  that, if 
^our  Lordships  accept  the  Amendment, 
it  certainly  will  greatly  impair  any 
-chance  of  uie  Bill  passing  into  law. 

«IiOBD  GBIM:]^BPE:  Lords. 
X  am  not  sure  that  I  heard  distinctly  all 
that  toe  noble  Earl  opposite  said  as  to 
the  history  of  the  Bill.  But  it  was  my 
^ate  to  hear  a  good  deal  of  questions  of 
this  sort  in  former  years,  and  the  con- 
clusion I  came  to  was  that  the  British 


ratepayer  requires  protection  a^nst 
Corporations  and  all  kinds  of  mumcipal 
bodies  a  great  deal  more  than  be  does 
against  companies.  In  the  old  days, 
when  the  companies  were  practically 
free  from  restrictioDs  on  their  divi- 
dends, and  before  the  time  when  they 
were  obliged  to  sell  their  new  shares  by 
auction,  I  admit  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  control  required  over  them,  and 
that  they  looked  to  nothing  but  theveiy 
natural  object  of  increasing  their 
profits  as  much  as  possible.  That, 
however, by  legislation  which  tookplaoe 
before  I  ceased  to  Ira  conversant  with 
such  things,  was  tolerably  'well  pre* 
vented.  And  now  we  are  face  to 
face  with  this  question — whether  the 
British  ratepayer  requires  to  be 
protected  against  Corporations  more 
than  {gainst  a  company  ?  If  you  think 
for  a  moment,  you  will  see  that  so  long 
as  companies  exist  in  towns  where 
there  are  Corporations — and  I  suppose 
there  are  Corporations  in  almost  all 
towns  where  companies  exist — there  is 
a  natural,  and  I  have  heard  it  caUed  a 
desirable,  anta^nism  between  theCor- 
porations  and  the  companies,  because 
the  Corporations  are  always  at  hand  to 
watch  any  action  of  the  companies,  and 
they  have  no  difficulty  in  appearing 
before  Parliament.  There  are  means 
now  by  which  they  can  appear,  not  at 
the  expense  of  individual  members 
of  them.  Time  was  when  they 
could  only  appear  at  the  risk  of 
somebody,  but  that  has  passed  by. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  a  Cor- 
poration itself  becomes  the  water  anp- 
pher,  there  is  no  controlling  power 
whatever  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  the 
ratepayer  feels,  if  he  thinks  about  it, 
that  he  is  spending  his  money  at  both 
ends — contributing  to  rates  to  fight 
himself,  and  fighting  very  likely  a  hope- 
less and,  at  any  rate,  an  expensive 
battle.  I  know  that  to  a  certain 
extent  has  been  put  aside  now 
by  the  policy  of  Parliament,  though  I 
reB|)ectfully  say  I  do  not  think  it  a  wise 
pohcy,  of  enoonraging  Cozporations  to 
be  suppliers  of  water  and  gas.  The 
principal  reason  for  which — and  one 
that  I  had  often  to  urge  myself — was 
that,  if  you  did  not  have  that,  you  had 
competing  Water  Companies  and  Gas 
Companies,  spending  double  capital  to 
do  the  same  work ;  and  I  agree  that 
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it  was  better  that  Corporations  should 
be  suppliers  of  water  and  gas  under 
proper  control  than  that  the  supply 
shoold  be  subjected  to  the  waste  of 
double  capital,  and  double  sets  of  people 
polling  up  the  streets,  and  a  variety  of 
thingB  of  that  kind.  But  all  that  is 
past  and  gone ;  and  the  sole  question 
now  is  a  question  of  what  I  may  shortly 
call  tyranny  ;  and  I  am  certain  from  my 
experience — I  think  it  hardly  requires 
experience  to  discover  it — that  there  is  a 
much  greater  probability  of  tyranny 
in  the  hands  of  a  Corporation  than 
in  the  hands  of  a  company.  The 
companies  have  almost  ceased  to  have 
a  motive  for  doing  it,  because  when 
they  have  reached  the  maximum  divi- 
dend they  have  no  motive  at  all ; 
besides  that,  they  are  under  the  control 
and  the  constant  watching  that  I  have 
spoken  of.  On  the  other  band,  there 
is,  I  suppose,  no  official  in  England 
more  arbitrary  in  his  proceedings 
than  what  I  may  call  the  Bumble  of  a 
Corporation .  Besides  that,  as  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches  has 
well  said,  why  are  we  to  repeal  the 
policy  of  the  Act  of  1847  ?  It  is  true 
the  Bill  does  not  repeal  it  in  wordsj 
but  in  substance  it  does.  The  clauses 
of  the  Act  of  1847  apply  to  all 
bodies  equally,  and  are  your 
Lordships  going  all  of  a  sudden  to 
say  that  they  shall  not  ?  Are  you 
going  to  exempt  the  very  class  of 
people  who  are  most  able  and  most 
determined — and  I  think  lately  we  in 
London  have  been  getting  a  valuable 
lesson  in  that  just  now — to  do  what- 
ever the  lowest  class  of  the  ratepayers 
r^uire — that  is,  to  persecute  the 
higher  classes  as  much  as  they  can  ? 
The  noble  Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches 
has  already  alluded  to  the  answer  that 
I  have  heard  given  many  times,  that 
the  consumers  have  the  remedy  in 
their  own  hands,  by  turning  out  the 
Corporations.  Fancy  placarding  a 
town  with,  "  Don't  vote  for  Bung" — 
to  use  Dickens's  words—"  because  the 
Corporation  cut  off  my  water."  I  do 
not  tMnk  Corporations  or  Councils  are 
nowadays  elected  quite  upon  principles 
of  that  kind.  Therefore  it  is  mere  iole- 
ness  to  say  that  there  is  any  remedy. 
There  is  no  remedy  at  all  for 
a  small  man  fighting  against  a  Cor- 
poration which  will  levy  taxes 
Lord  Grimthorpe 


upon  him  to  pay  the  expense.  On 
those  grounds  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  noble  Earl.  But  there  is  one  other 
thing  to  be  said.  I  think  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  said  truly  enough,  that 
this  Amendment  may  lead  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  Bill  for  another  year. 
But,  if  I  did  not  misunderstand  him,, 
he  admitted  that  the  Bill  was  imper- 
feet,  and  he  would  find  no  fault  if 
another  Bill  were  introduced  next  year 
to  include  Corporations.  If  there  is  to 
be  legislation  next  year,  why  not  wait 
for  a  complete  Bill,  instead  of  uibbluig 
at  a  bit  of  it,  and  then  taking  th& 
chance  of  somebody  being  able  to  bring 
in  another  ?  And  the  more  so  because 
there  is  no  chance  of  any  but  a 
Government  Bill  getting  through  the 
other  House  this  year  now.  Tba  Bill 
is  admitted  to  be  defective  now  by  ita 
promoter  here. 

The  Eabl  op  OAMPEBDOWN  :  I 
did  not  say  so. 

-Lord  GRIMTHORPE  :  I  know  th© 
noble  Earl  did  not  say  so ;  but,  if 
what  he  said  did  not  amount  ta 
that,  I  do  not  know  what  it  amounted' 
to.  On  those  grounds,  my  Lords,  I 
am  certainly  inclined  to  vote  with  my 
noble  Friend  on  the  Cross  Benches. 

«LoBD  HEKNIKEB :  Hy  Lords,  this- 
is  not  a  Government  measure;  but 
your  Lordships  will  no  doubt  desire  that 
some  expression  of  opinion  should  be- 
given  to  your  Lordships  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  the  question. 
The  other  day  before  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  I  asked  your  Lord- 
ships to  be  kind  enough  to  pause  before 
you  agreed  to  the  Motion  of  my  noble 
Friend  on  the  Cross  Benches.  The  Bill  is 
generally  in  accordance  with  that  which 
was  passed  in  the  year  1885  by  your- 
Lordships'  House,  after  a  very  careful 
investigation  by  a  Select  Committee  of 
this  House,  and  there  was  no  provision 
in  connection  with  these  proceedings 
that  the  Bill  should  be  extended  to 
Corporations  as  is  now  proposed.  As. 
I  told  your  Lordships,  and  as  my 
noble  Friend  told  your  Lord- 
ships just  now,  it  came  before 
the  Committee,  and  the  Water  Com- 
panies were  heard  most  distinctly,  and 
the  Bill  was  passed  in  this  House. 
Why  it  did  not  pass  the  House  of 
Commons  I  do  not  know.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  {urofit  which  has  been. 
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mentioned  by  my  noble  Friend  on  the 
Cross  Benches,  there  is  a  clear  dis- 
tinotion  between  the  case  of  a  Company 
whose  chief  object  most  neeessariiy  m 
to  sell  at  a  profit,  and  that  of  a  Sanitary 
Authority  supplying  water,  inasmuch 
as  the  Sanitary  Authority  would 
obviously  be  more  likely  to  have  regard 
to  considerations  a£feeting  the  public 
health  than  a  company  who  have  no 
duties  whatever  as  regards  sanitary 
administration.  It  may  be  that  there 
■are  some  exceptional  cases  where 
Sanitary  Authorities  have  exercised  to 
■an  undue  extent  their  powers  in  regard 
to  cutting  off  the  supply  of  water,  in 
oonsoquence  of  the  non-payment  of 
rates.  But  the  Local  GoTemment 
Board  have  no  facts  before  them  which 
would  support  such  a  contention ;  and 
it  is  not  unreasonable  that  before  a 
measure,  such  as  the  present  Bill,  is 
extended  to  include  these  authorities, 
there  should  be  some  inquiry,  and  that 
the  authorities  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  any  allegations  of 
this  character.  My  Lords,  looking  to 
the  period  of  the  Session,  the  adoption 
of  such  an  Amendment  as  this  of  the 
noble  Earl  would  undoubtedly  imperil 
the  passing  of  the  Bill,  as  my  noble 
Friend  opposite  has  said.  I  have 
heard  it  for  the  first  time  contended  by 
my  noble  Friend  behind  me  (Lord  Grim- 
thorpe^  just  now  that  such  a  measure  so 
far  as  the  companies  are  concerned  is  not 
desirable.  But  it  is  very  inexpedient 
ihat  this  Bill  which  will  be  attended 
with  xmdoubted  advantages  should  be 
imperilled  because  the  operation  of  its 
frorisions  is  not  extended.  These 
Acts  of  Parliament,  Watra:  Bills,  are, 
Aome  of  them,  very  old,  and  of  course 
this  BiU  interferes  with  them  to  a 
•certain  extent;  but  I  think  my 
noble  Friend  who  sits  at  the  Table 
(Lord  Morley)  will  tell  yotu'  Lordships 
thaA  in  all  the  new  Bills  which 
affect  Water  Companies  that  come 
before  him  the  arbitrary  powers 
which  these  old  companies  pos- 
sessed of  cutting  off  water  are 
almost  invariably,  if  not  invariably, 
strock  out.  The  course  which  sug- 
mts  itself  to  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  is  that  it  would  be  wise  not  to 
lose  a  BiU  of  this  kind,  which  is  valu- 
able in  itself ;  but  that  it  should  be 
passed  if  possible — ^it  is  for  your  Lord- 


ships to  decide  of  course — and  they 
think  it  very  desirable  that,  if  necessary, 
if  it  is  thought  right,  a  BiU  should  be 
introduced  next  year  which  would  deal 
with  this  question  of  Local  Authorities, 
when,  if  your  Lordships  think  it  desir- 
able, the  Local  Authorities  would  have 
the  same  opportunity  of  coming  before 
a  Select  Committee  as  the  "Water  Com- 
panies had  in  1885.  In  fact,  my  Lords, 
the  Local  Government  Board  think 
that  the  Local  Authorities  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  showing  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  ^ound  for  thmr  inclu- 
sion— that  the  BiU  is  good  in  itself, 
and  therefore  should  not  be  lost 
b»sause  it  does  not  go  any  further  than 
it  does,  and  they  think  it  might  wisely 
be  passed,  seeing  that  the  question 
might  be  considered  very  carefully  next 
year  by  a  Select  Committee  if  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  (Lord  Camper- 
down)  or  the  noble  Earl  on  the  Cross 
Benches  wiU  bring  in  a  BiU  to  that 

The  Eabl  op  WEMYSS  :  WiU  the 
Local  Government  Board  bring  in  a 
BiU  nextyear  ? 

LobdHEBSCHELL:  My  Lords,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned  I  find  it  impos* 
sible,  as  an  abstract  question,  not  to 
agree  with  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
moved  this  Amendment ;  because,  see- 
ing that  very  many  Corporations  are 
reaUy  in  the  position  of  these  Water 
Companies,  enjoying  the  same  rights, 
in  some  cases  having  taken  over  the 
imdertaking  of  a  Water  Company,  and 
with  it  those  rights,  it  does  seem 
somewhat  anomalous  that  you  should 
put  a  restraint  u|K)n  the  power  of  en- 
forcing remuneration  for  water  supply 
which  should  be  appUcable  to  the  com- 
panies who  supply  water,  and  not  to 
the  Corporations  who  supply  water, 
very  often  reaUy  under  precisely  the 
same  authority.  I  do  not  know  uiat  I 
altogether  agree  with  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  opposite  (Lord  Grim- 
thorpe)  that  there  is  greater  danger  of 
Corpotations  dealing  hardly  in  this 
matter  than  individuiJs,  and  although 
I  admit,  with  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  that  the  matter  would  not  be 
one  which  would  determine  an  election, 
yet  I  do  think  that  the  fact  that  a  Cor- 
poration is  an  elected  body  does  put 
upon  its  members  a  certain  amount  of 
restraint  in  preventing  them  from 
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raising  outcries  of  hardship,  which 
might  affect  ^them  in  a  way  in  which 
the  Directors  of  a  Water  Company,  or 
a  Corporation  itself  generally,  would 
not  be  affected.  Therefore  I  am  not  sure 
that  there  is  not  some  further  restraint 
in  the  case  of  Water  Corporations, 
arising  from  their  constitution,  than 
there  is  in  the  case  of  Water  Com- 
panies. But,  after  allowing  for  all  that, 
I  do  not  see  why,  as  a  question  of  prin- 
oiple,  all  those  who  suwly  water  under 
similar  authority  should  not  be  placed 
under  similar  conditions.  But  then,  of 
course,  one  has  to  consider  what  ought 
to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  to  this  Bill.  I  take  it 
to  be  certain  that,  with  this  Amend- 
ment inserted,  the  Bill  could  not  be 
passed,  and  ought  not  to  be  passed, 
because  the  title  of  it  is  "Water 
Companies  (Begulation  of  Powers) 
Bill " ;  it  was  taken,  after  evidence 
given  bearing  on  that,  as  a  Bill 
affecting  Water  Companies  only; 
there  was  no  notice  to  any  of  these 
other  bodies  of  any  intention  to  include 
them — the  title  itself  is  not  one  that  in- 
cludes them ;  and  therefore  they  would 
have  nothing  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  matter,  and  they  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  making  any  representations 
upon  the  subject  to  this  House.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  right 
under  those  circumstances  to  insert  an 
Amendment  which  includes  them,  be- 
cause they  undoubtedly  would  have  a 
(daim  to  put  their  views  before  this 
House  before  being  included ;  they 
would  have  aright  to  say :  "As  you 
had  before  you  a  Water  Companies 
Begulation  Bill,  we  had  no  idea  that  it 
concerned  us,  and  it  is  hard,  nearly  at 
the  last  stage  of  the  Bill,  to  bring  us 
vrithin  the  scope  of  it  without  our 
having  an  opportunity  of  being  heard." 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  feel  myself  in 
tiiis  difficulty :  I  do  not  see  if  the 
Amendment  is  agreed  to  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  proceed  vrith  the  Bill  this 
Session,  because,  if  an  inquiry  is  to  be 
held,  and  then  the  matter  is  to  go 
through  in  this  House,  and  afterwards 
in  the  other  House,  knowing  what  one 
knows — even  putting  the  termination 
of  this  Parliament  at  the  most  distant 
date  that  has  been  suggested  as  pro- 
bable in  recent  times — I  do  not  think 
there  would  be  any  chance  of  the  BiU 

Lord  Serschell 


getting  through.  Then  ought  we  to 
insert  an  Amendment  which  would  be 
fatal  to  the  Bill,  when  there  are  pro- 
visions in  this  Bill  which  do  seem  in, 
the  case  of  Water  Companies — and  I 
do  not  speak  of  them  generally — in  the 
case  of  individual  compaiueS)  to  be 
somewhat  urgently  needed  ?  There  are- 
cases  of  very  considerable  hardship  that 
have  been  occurring  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  this  BiH  proposes  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  them.  It  vrill  noi> 
prejudice  the  proposal  to  deal  with 
Corporations  on  the  same  haras  another 
year ;  and,  if  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
vote  for  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
the  noble  Earl,  it  is  only  because  ib- 
seems  to  me  that  it  must  be  fat^  to 
this  Bill,  and,  personally,  even  though 
in  vindication  of  a  sound  principle.  I 
am  unwilling  to  see  a  useful  BiU  M  this 
sort  irretrievably  lost. 

LobdNOETON  :  My  Lords,  I  woulJ 
only  say  that  the  last  part  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite  seems  to  me  per- 
fectly true.  I  should  not  be  dis- 
posed to  dispute  whether  consumers 
may  be  subject  to  tyranny  on  the  part 
of  Corporations  as  well  as  companies ; 
but  the  sole  question  is,  are  they  not  to 
be  protected  against  the  tyranny  of 
Water  Companies,  or  are  we  to  wait  to 
protect  them  against  other  bodies?' 
That  seems  a  most  unreasonable  pro- 
position. It  is  acknowledged  on  all 
hands  that  if  the  Amendment  is  passed 
the  Bill  must  be  dropped  for  the  pre- 
sent Session ;  and  the  provisions  that 
it  makes  against  the  tyranny  of  com- 
panies are  to  be  waited  for  for  another 
year,  when,  possibly,  similar  provisions- 
may  be  introduced  against  Local  Au- 
thorities. The  argument  of  the  noble 
Barl  who  moves  the  Amendment  only 
tends  to  this :  that  another  Bill  ought 
to  be  introduced  next  Session  to  pro- 
vide acpinst  similar  tyranny  on  tho 
port  of  Local  Authorities.  And  let  me- 
say  one  word  more :  that  his  argument 
from  the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847». 
has  no  weight  whatever.  That  is  an 
Act  making  provisions  which  are  appli- 
cable to  any  sort  of  body — it  is  fib- 
General  Clauses  Act  for  all  cases.  16 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  would 
be  most  unreasonable  to  postpone  this- 
Bill  because  it  does  not  go  far  enoughs 
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TheGHAIBMANopCOMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  jnst  now  appealed  to  me  as  to 
the  general  procedure  with  regard  to 
Bills  for  Water  Companies.   It  is  trae» 
as  he  says,  that  at  the  present  time,  in 
every  Bill,  whether  it  relates  to  a 
Water  Company  or  a  Corporation  per- 
forming the  functions  of  a  Water  Com- 
pany, a.  clause  prohibiting  the  cutting 
off  of  water  arbitrarily  is  invariably 
introdnced.   My  Lords,  I  confess — and 
I  agree  entirely  with  my  noble  and 
learned  ^rad  behind  me  (Lord  Her- 
aohell) — ^that  reason  is  all  on  the  side  of 
the  noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment.   I  do  not  see  why  the  consumer 
— for  after  all  thisBiUis  intended  to  pro- 
tect the  consumer — should  be  left  to 
the  tender  mercy — it  may  be  a  little 
more  tender — of  the  Corporation  than 
of  the  company ;  I  am  not  quite  sure 
of  that ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  he 
should  be  left  to  the  tender  mercy  of 
the  Corporation  without  the  protection 
that  this  Bill  gives  him  a^nst  the 
company.    At  the  same  time  I  am 
bomid  to  say  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
in  what  has  fallen  from  noble  Lords  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  as  to  the 
danger  of  losing  this  Bill  if  you  enlarge 
itssphereverymuch,  asundoubtedlythis 
Amendment  would.  And  although,  as  I 
have  said,  I  must  admit  that  reason  is 
entirely  on  the  side  of  the  noble  Earl,  I 
think,  from  the  view  of  the  expediency 
of  getting  the  Bill  passed,  I  should  my- 
seli  be  nnwilling  to  support  his  Amend- 
ment at  the  present  time.   If  I  were  to 
add  anything  to  what  the  noble  Earl 
said  in  favour  of  his  Amendment,  I  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  not  merely 
are  Corporations  supplying  water  in 
their  own  districts,  but  in  a  great  many 
places  they  are  supplying  water  outside 
their  districts,  and  in  those  capacities 
they  are  not  merely  morally,  but  legally 
axti.  technically,  in  exactly  the  same 
pontion  as  Water  Companies.  I  believe 
I  am  ri§^t  in  saying  that  the  Courts  of 
Law  have  held  that  a  Corporation 
supplying  water  outside  its  own  district 
is  technically  a  company  within  the 
meaning,  for  certain  purposes  at  any 
rate,  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  I  think 
it  is  necessary  to  say  these  few  words  of 
explanation  of  the  fact  that  I  should 


not  vote  either  for  or  agamst  the 

Amendment. 

*Eabl  STANHOPE :  My  Lords,  as 
I  happened  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
Select  Committee  that  considered  this 
Bill  some  years  ago,  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words.  No  doubt,  it  is  a  very 
anomalous  thing  to  exclude  Corpora- 
tions and  local  bodies  from  penalties 
under  this  Bill  for  the  sudden  cutting 
off  of  the  water  supply  from  a  con- 
sumer; but,  at  the  same  time,  to  call 
and  to  examine  witnesses  from  as  many 
as  one  hundred  and  fifty  local  bodies 
and  Corporations,  in  order  to  extend  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  would  require  at 
\  least  two  Sessions  ;  because  probably 
the  other  House  would  not  be  content 
solely  with  the  examination  of  witnesses 
in  this  House.  Seeing,  therefore,  that 
there  were  evils  complained  of,  and 
certain  grievances  to  small  consumers 
of  water  which  were  clearly  proved 
before  the  Committee  some  years  ago 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  my  noble 
Friend  opposite,  I  hope  and  trust  that 
the  prinoiiUe  of  this  BiU  will  be  accepted 
on  the  present  occasion,  always  under- 
standing that  hereafter  it  mi^ht  be  ex- 
tended to  include  other  bodies.  And 
more  than  that,  my  Lords,  much  of  our 
legislation  in  both  Houses  is  tentative. 
We  are  not  sure  that  we  are  devising 
the  best  means  in  this  Bill  for  stopping 
an  abuse ;  but,  if  we  are  able  to  pass 
this  Bill  on  tiks  occasion,  and  it  goes 
through  Parliament,  we  shall  be 
able  after  the  period  of  a  year  or 
so,  to  see  whether  it  can  be 
easily  extended,  and  on  the  same  lines. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  your  Lordships 
will  be  disposed  to  pass  the  measure  as 
it  stands. 

The  Eabl  or  EIMBEBLEY:  I 

merely  wish  to  say  one  single  word. 
As  I  expressed  a  strong  opinion  at  a 
previous  stage  of  the  Bill  upon  its  not 
including  Corporations,  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood ;  but  I  agree  with 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  beside 
me.  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  imperil 
the  BiU  for  the  purpose  of  insetting 
this  Amendment  now.  Therefore,  I 
hope  the  noble  Earl  will  not  proceed 
with  his  Amendment ;  but,  if  he  does,  I 
must  vote  against  it  on  that  ground 
alone. 
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*Eabl  FOBTESCTJE:  It  seems  to 
rae*  my  Lords,  that  the  comjdaint  that 
these  Municifrai  Bodies  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  appearing  before  the 
(yommittee — considering  that  if  they 
appeared  the  coat  of  their  appearance 
would  be  defrayed  from  the  rates  paid 
by  the  same  ratepayers  as  would  be 
suffering  from  their  action — has  not 
much  weight.  The  question  seems  to 
be  one  of  principle.  If  it  has  been  very 
carefully  considered  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  able  counsel  have  set  forth 
all  that  could  be  urged  in  modification, 
or  in  rejection  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  it  seems  to  me  a  very  small  and 
technical  objection  that  the  fact  of 
Municipal  Ckirporations  not  having  had 
an  opportunity,  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  of  pleading  their  cause  or 
being  represented  is  an  adequate  reason 
why,  being  satisfied  as  we  ought  to  be 
before  we  pass  this  Bill,  that  the 
principles  embodied  in  it  are  sound, 
that  'should  stop  us  from  giving  similar 
protection  to  the  consumers  of  water 
where  Municipal  Coiporations  happen 
to  be  the  parties  supplying  it.  And  I 
mnst  be  allowed  to  say  that  Municipal 
Corporations  are  not  generally  elected 
on  some  question  of  water.  Becent 
experience  shows  us  to  how  large  an 
extent  they  are  indebted  to  political 
and  party  feeling  for  their  seats.  And 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  we  can 
rely  upon  any  protection  against  hard 
dealing  on  the  pait  of  a  temporary 
majority  in  any  Corporation  from  the  fact 
that  they  periodically  come  out  for  re- 
election. Looking  to  the  broad  principle 
involved  in  my  noble  Friend's  Amend- 
ment, I  am  not  to  be  deterred  from 
supporting  it,  even  by  the  alarming 
prospect  of  delaying  the  application  of 
the  remedy  to  a  part  of  the  consumers  of 
water  afTected,  only  leaving  the  others 
to  the  uncertainty  of  legislation  at  some 
futuretimeto  deal  with  them,  piecemeal 
also,  instead  of  adopting  some  clear  and 
general  principle,  after  the  matter 
has  been,  as  we  are  assured  it  has  been, 
thoroughly  considered,  in  our  legisla- 
tion on  the  question. 

The  LOBB  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbbook)  : 
Although  I  agree,  my  Lords,  entirely 
with  what  is  the  general  sense  of  the 
House  undoubtedly,  in  wishing  that 
this  Bill  had  included  the  Corporations 


as  well  as  the  Water  Companies,  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  my  noble  Friend 
wonki  do  wisely  not  ■  to  press  this 
Amendment  to  a  Division  after  the 
House  has  already  unanimously,  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  spoken, 
expressed  an  opinion  that  its 
principle  should  be  extended  to 
Corporations  hereafter.  And  I  would 
venture  to  say  in  favour  of  passing 
this  Bill,  with  that  future  object  in  view, 
that  the  Water  Companies  themselves 
have  practically  accepted  the  Bill — 
they  have  not  made  any  objection  to 
it ;  and,  therefore,  we  are  not  putting 
upon  them  terms  to  which  the^  have 
any  objection.  And  although  it  may 
be  desirable  to  extend  the  Bill  sub- 
sequently, yet,  inasmuch  as  the  Water 
Companies  have  ceased  to  oppose  this 
Bill,  I  think  the  House  might  venture 
to  accept  it. 

The  Eael  of  WEMYSS  ;  I  am 
most  unwilling,  my  Lords,  to  put  my- 
self in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the 
majority  of  the  House.  I  suppose  the 
best  course  would  be  to  rest  satisfied 
with  the  strong  expression  of  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  this 
Amendment.  Now,  my  noble  Friend 
said  that  it  was  proposed  by  my 
Amendment  to  introduce  the  Corpora- 
tions for  the  first  time  into  this  kind 
of  legislation ;  but,  so  far  from  that, 
my  noble  Friend's  Bill  is  the  first  time 
they  have  been  exempted  from  this 
legislation. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPEEDOWN  :  I 
did  not  speak  of  legislation  generally. 
I  meant  this  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  WEMTSS  :  But  they 
have  never  been  exempted  before ;  an^ 
I  maintain  that  that  is  a  very  broad 
principle,  and  that  your  Lordships 
are  departing  from  a  sound  principle, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  sound  by  those 
who  have  spoken.  When  you  have  the 
Act  of  1847,  which  imposed  certain 
restrictions  upon  those  supplying  water, 
including  Corporations,  and  even 
Corporations  sole,  I  say  that  this  Bill 
is  a  very  serious  departure  in  principle 
from  that,  whatever  my  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Norton)  may  say  with  re^ird  to 
that  point.  But,  my  Lords,  the  reason 
given  is  delay.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  tLis  Bill  when  it  was  in 
Committee.  It  was  not  in  Committee 
I  this  year  ;  it  is  the  counterpart  of  a 
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Bill  which  was  in  Committee  in  1885 ; 
■and,  after  sitting  for  a  length  of  time 
in    1885    and    examining  abont 

150  witnesses,  my  noble  Friend 
allows  the  time  to  elapse  from 
then  till  now  before  bringing  in 
this  Bill.  Therefore  I  venture  to  think 
that,  when  a  matter  of  broad  and  grave 
principle  is  at  stake,  the  delay  of  another 
year  would  have  been  of  very  little  im- 
portance. My  Lords,  who  is  to  bring 
in  that  Bill?  I  do  not  know.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  noble  Friend 
who  represents  the  Looal  Government 
Board,  if  he  is  in  office  then,  will  do  it, 
or  whether  whoever  is  at  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  do  it.  Certainly 
I  am  not  going  to  trouble  myself  with 
it  further  than  to  endeavour  to  get 
soxmd  principles  introduced  into  the 
legislation  of  your  Lordships'  House. 
But  even  if  this  Bill  passes  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  it  does  not  foUow  that  it 
will  become  law  this  year.  There  is 
such  a  thing  as  blocking  Bills,  and  I 
:  shall  be  greatly  surprised  if  this  Bill 
is  not  blocked  to  the  fullest  extent  in 
another  place.  However  I  shall  not 
go  in  the  teeth  of  the  majority  of  this 
House.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  adoption  of  the  sound  principle  of 
that  whicU  I  have  brought  before  your 
Lordships. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  I 
understand  that  the  noble  Earl  with- 
draws his  Amendment. 

The  Eabl  op  WEMYSS  :  Yes. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Amendments  reported  according  to 
Order ;  further  Amendments  made ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

IfETROFOLITAM  ASYLUMS  BOARD. 

QUESTION.  OBSERVATIONS. 

LoBD  SANDHURST :  My  Lords,  I 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
a  question  in  regard  to  a  circular  that 
was  issued  the  other  day  by  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  in  regard  to 
their  small-pox  hospitals.  The  authorities 
of  a  large  general  hospital  in  London , 
with  which  I  am  connected,  received, 
.and  therefore  I  have  little  doubt  the 
•other  hospitals  received,   a  circular 
saying  that  they  were  willing  to  receive 
two  clinical  assistants  on  hoard  the 


small-poz  ships,  and  three  probationer 
nurses.  These  clinical  assistants  were 
to  be  registered  medical  men  and  to  be 

under  the  Board's  rules,  and  so  forth; 
the  remuneration  was  to  be  limited  to 
the  allowance  of  residence  and  rations, 
and  an  appointment  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  three  months.  In  regard  to 
the  nurses  they  are  to  have  no  salary, 
but  merely  a  uniform,  rations  and 
lodgings.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  do  not 
think  that  it  seems  a  good  prin- 
ciple for  a  great  institution  like 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  to 
advertise  for  medical  men  and  nurses 
to  whom  they  are  not  to  give  any  pay 
at  all.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  not 
likely  to  get  first-rate  men,  and  it  comes 
much  harder  upon  the  nurses.  Small- 
pox is  the  most  dangerous  disease 
there  is,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  this  circular  cannot  have  been 
issued  with  the  sanction  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board,  or,  at  any  rate, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bosjrd.  I  ^oold  like  to  ask 
whether  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
whether  it  is  done  with  their  sanction ; 
and  if  this  circular  has  not  been  issued 
with  their  sanction,  whether  they  will 
cause  some  representations  to  be  made 
to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  ? 

'''Lord  HENNIKEE  :  My  Lords,  the 
Local  Government  Board  were  not 
aware  of  this  circular  letter  having  been 
issued  until  the  question  of  my  noble 
Friend  opposite  was  put  down  on  the 
Paper ;  but  they  have  made  inquiry, 
and  they  find  that  a  circular  letter  was 
addressed  to  several  of  the  general  hos- 
pitals in  London.  As  regards  the 
clinical  assistants,  this  is  not  a  new 
question ;  it  was  brought  before  the 
Board  in  1886.  It  was  then  proposed 
by  the  managers  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  District  that  they  should  be 
empowered  to  arrange  for  registered 
medical  practitioners  to  reside  in  the 
hospital  on  condition  of  their  making  a 
payment  at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings 
a  week  for  board  and  lodging  and  the 
payment  of  a  fee  to  the  medical  superin- 
tendent. It  appeared  at  that  time  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  this 
was  not  at  all  a  desirable  arrange- 
ment, and  they  suggested  to  the 
managers  that  if  the  services  <^ 
clinical   assistants  were  required,  it 
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■  would  be  better  that  sacb  assistants 
should  be  appointed  by  the  managers 
as  officers  of  the  hospital,  and  that  they 
should  receive  remuneration  for  their 
serrices.  although  such  remuneration 
might,  if  the  managers  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient, be  limited  to  board  and  resi- 
dence in  the  hospital.  The  object  of 
the  managers  in  proposing  this  arrange- 
ment, and  of  the  Board  in  agreeing  to 
it.  was  that  means  might  be  afiforded  to 
a  limited  number  of  medical  practi- 
tioners of  obtaining  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  small-pox  cases.  The 
managers  would  have  in  connection 
with  the  hospital  their  r^ular  medical 
staff  for  the  treatment  of  the  cases,  and 
the  clinical  assistants  would  no  doubt 
render  assistance ;  but  the  primary 
object  of  the  arrangement  was  not  that 
the  sta£f  of  officers  of  the  hospital 
should  be  supplemented  by  assistants 

'  ofthis  character,  but  that  means  should 
be  afforded  to  medical  practitioners 
of  obtaining  experience  in  the  treatment 
of  small-pox  cases.  As  regards  the 
nurses  who  are  to  be  employed  as  pro- 
bationers the  Board  have  had  no  com- 
munication on  the  subject  from  the 
managers  in  any  way.  But  as  re- 
gards them  also  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  managers  desired  to  afford 
opportunities  for  nurses  to  obtain  ex- 
perience with  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  quite  independently  of 
the  assistance  rendered  by  such  pro- 
bationary nurses.  I  beheve  the  pro- 
bationary nurses  are  not  given  tech- 
nical education  at  first  ;  they  are 
gradually  worked  up  to  better  positions'; 
but  independently  of  the  assistance 
rendered  by  them  the  managers  have 
their  own  staff  of  nurses.  So  far  as 
regards  the  nurses  the  matter  is  one 
which  the  Local  Government  Board 
consider  to  be  entirely  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  managers,  and  they 
would  hesitate  to  intervene  unless 
for  some  very  substantial  reason. 
The  Board,  in  fact,  are  not  aware 
whether  it  is  probable  that  the 
offer  which  has  been  made  b^  the 
managers  will  be  accepted ;  but  if  it  is 
accepted  by  suitable  persons,  and  as- 
suming that  it  is  an  arrangement  which 
is  satisfactory  both  to  the  managers  and 
to  the  persons  willing  to  give  their 
services  on  the  terms  offered,  the  Local 
Government  Board  see  no  reason  why 
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the  proposal  should  not  be  carried  out  ^ 
in  fact  why  they  should  interfere  in  th» 
matter. 

«LoBD  THBING :  I  am  afraid  thft 
conduct  of  your  Lordships  wiU  be 
rather  inconsistent  if  you  awrove  of 
this  Order  which  has  been  made  by  th» 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.  A  Com- 
mittee of  your  Lordships  sat  for  twa 
years  upon  the  subject  of  Sweat- 
ing, and  are  now  sitting  upon  the 
subject  of  Metropolitan  Hospitals ; 
and  both  Committees  have  alto- 
gether condemned  the  principle,  that 
the  mere  fact  that  you  can  get  persona 
in  a  certain  profession  to  serve  for 
nothing  is  a  reason  why  uiy  Govern- 
ment, or  fffuui-Govemment.  or  Mani<u- 
pal  Board  shoold  make  service  without 
remuneration  a  condition  of  their 
engagement  of  subordinates.  Take  the 
very  case  mentioned  to-day.  We  all 
know  that  in  the  Government  contracta 
for  clothing  a  clause  is  inserted  that  the 
workmen  should  be  paid  a  certain  rate 
of  wa^es.  We  all  know  that  on  the 
Sweating  Committee  we  condemned 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms — and 
your  Lordships  assented  to  the  con- 
demnation— the  employment  of  persona 
for  nothing  or  for  inferior  wages. 
Wtmt  is  the  real  meaning  of  ^s  order  T 
Undoubtedly  there  will  be  found  in- 
ferior practitioners  who,  in  order  to 
gain  a  name  for  small-pox  treatment, 
will  accept  the  invitation.  I  really  do 
not  think  that  is  a  temptation  which  a 
Government  or  a  Municipal  Board 
ought  to  offer  to  the  medical  profession. 
With  respect  to  probationer  nurses,  I 
rather  think  it  is  still  harder  upon 
them.  These  women  have  undertaken 
most  dangerous  duties  ;  in  the  various 
hospitals  they  are  invariably  paid  for 
their  work ;  and  why  should  they  be 
tempted,  in  order  to  gain  a  little  re- 
putation, to  enter  upon  dangerous 
duties  without  that  remuneration  which 
is  always  given  to  everybody  else 
employed  in  Government  or  Municipal 
service  ?  I  really  hope  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  consider  thia 
Order,  and  take  care  that  it  isamended. 

POSTAL  FAGIUTIBS. 
QUESTION.  OB8BBVATI0N8. 

LoBD  SANDHUBST:  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  could 
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see  his  way  to  provide  postal  facilities 
in  the  country  diBtricts,  sooh  as  now 
exist  in  large  towns,  for  the  despatch 
of  large  numbers  of  circulars  through 
the  post  where  the  postmaster  has  a 
special  stamp,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
purchase  of  large  quantities  of  stamps 
and  the  labour  of  affixing  them? 

LoBD  BALFOUB:  My  Lords,  I 
have  been  asked  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  reply  to  this  question. 
The  matter  is  not  quite  so  simple  as  it 
would  seem  from  the  form  in  which 
tlw  question  of  the  noble  Lord  is  put. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  practice  of 
accepting  postage  in  money  at  the 
present  time  is  confined  to  the  Metro- 
polis, and  to  a  very  few  populous 
provincial  towns.  These  places  are 
only  twenty-two  in  number,  and  they 
are  places  where  large  quantities  of 
circulars  are  brought  to  he  posted. 
My  Lords,  the  matter  would  not  be 
concluded  by  the  simple  supply  of 
what  is  known  as  a  paid  stamp  V> 
the  postmaster.  The  system  requires 
a  very  laborious  and  intricate 
system  of  checking  to  avoid  fraud, 
and  it  really  is  a  system  that 
can  only  be  safely  carried  into  effect  at 
places  where  a  considerable  staff  of 
trustworthy  officers  have  to  be  engaged 
in  carrying  out  the  necessary  precau- 
tions. The  Postmaster  General  is  con- 
fident that  if  it  were  extended  generally 
there  would  be  a  very  serious  and  very 
appreciable  risk  of  fraud.  And,  although 
he  is  willing  to  do  whatever  is  reason- 
able and  ri^t  to  give  such  facilities  as 
may  be  possible,  he  cannot  hold  out 
any  hope  of  any  very  extensive  change 
in  this  matter. 

CHARITY   INQUIRIES  BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order.) 
Clause  1. 

*LoRD  THRING:  My  Lords,  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  which  stands 
in  my  name  on  Clause  1  is  to  compel  the 
persons  administering  county  charities 
to  send  their  accounts  to  the  clerks  of 
County  Councils.  The  noble  Viscount 
opposite  I  believe  consents  to  the  prin- 
ci^e  of  the  Amendment,  but  thinks 
that  as  the  charities  have  not  been 
heard  he  cannot  assent  to  it.    I  shall 


not  therefore  trouble  your  Lordships 
with  my  Amendment  as  it  would  be 
useless  for  me  to  persevere  with  it.  I 

only  desire  to  say  that  as  the  County 
Councils  necessarily  ought  to  take  th& 
greatest  interest  in  these  charities  I 
think  and  believe  that  the  noble  Vis- 
count  will  agree  with  me  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  accounts.  With  re- 
spect to  the  second  Amendment  on  the 
same  clause  I  find  it  is  unnecessary.  Z 
therefore  shall  not  press  it. 

Viscount  CBANBBOOE:  I  am 
much  obliged  to  my  learned  IVieud  lot 
withdrawing  the  Amfflidment :  it  would 
really  make  the  Bill  too  large  for  its 
purpose,  and  would  bring  into  contro- 
versy those  who  are  not  at  present  at 
all  concerned. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

FORGED   TRANSFERS   BILL  [h.i,] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bill  reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

TECHNICAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  INSTI- 
TUTIONS BILL. 
Bead  3'  (according  to  Order) ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  tO' 

the  Commons. 

CUSTOMS    AND    INLAND  REVENUE 
BILL. 

Read  1';  and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow.— {The  Marqiiess  of  Salisbury.} 

House  adjourned  st  twenty  minutes 
before  Six  o'eloek. . 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  30th  May,  1892. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  CITY 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

*(3.10.)  Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Beth- 
nal  Green,  S.W.)  :  I  rise  to  move  the 
first  of  the  series  of  Resolutions  iden- 
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iioal  in  terms  of  which  I  have  given 
notice,  at  the  instance  of  the  London 
County  Council,  relating  to  a  batch  of 

Electric  Eailway  Bills  for  the  Metro- 
polis now  before  Parliament.  I  ask  the 
House  to  declare  that  these  are  cases  to 
which  the  principle  is  applicable  that 
the  right  should  be  reserved  to  the 
London  County  Council  to  purchase 
these  undertakings  after  a  limited 
period.  The  railways  proposed  by 
these  Bills  will  traverse  the  Metro- 
polis in  various  directions,  being  laid 
at  considerable  depth  below  the  sur- 
faoe  of  the  streets ;  and  in  order  to 
save  the  expense  of  paying  compen- 
sation to  private  owners,  which  would 
have  to  be  paid  should  these  rail- 
ways pass  under  buildings,  the  lines 
are  designed  to  follow  the  line  of  the 
public  streets  by  tunnelling  through  the 
sub-soil.  As  an  illustration  of  the  ex- 
pense which  will  thus  be  saved  to  pro- 
moters of  these  railways,  I  need  only 
mention  that  the  imdertakers  of  the 
existing  electric  railway  on  the  south 
side  of  Londcm  had  to  pay  £3,000 
compensation  for  the  rig^t  to  pass 
under  one  building  to  reach  their 
terminus — namely,  Hibemia  Buildings. 
Therefore,  it  would  seem  that  the  com- 
munity under  whose  streets  a  railway 
passes  have  a  reasonable  claim  for 
•compensation  in  some  shape,  in  view 
<ii  the  expenditure  thus  saved  to  the 
promoters.  These  electric  railways  are 
more  akin  to  tramways  than  to  railways 
in  the  ordinary  sense ;  they  are,  to 
adopt  the  language  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, requirod  to  relieve  the  over- 
•crowding  of  traflSc  along  the  chief 
thoroughfares  of  London,  and  so  we 
find  the  undertakers  of  these  railways 
resisting  the  obligation  imposed  on 
•other  railways,  such  as  the  conveyance 
■of  goods,  cattle,  and  minerals.  Now, 
I  do  not  propose  to  rest  my  case 
upon  the  analogy,  or  the  suggested 
analogy,  between  the  case  of  tramways 
and  the  case  of  these  railways,  although 
I  think  the  analogy  is  much  closer 
than  it  is  assumed  to  be.  For 
instance,  tramways  involve  an  easement 
over  the  surface  of  the  streets,  and 
these  railways  involve  an  easement 
through  the  sub-soil.  Although  it  is 
true  the  Local  Authority  has  not  a 
freehold  in  the  streets,  yet  it  has  been 
decided  again  and  again  that  the 
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Local  Authority  has  very  large,  I  may 
say  undefined,  easements  in  the  sub-sml ; 
and  in  the  well-known  case  of"  Coverdale 

V.  Charlton"  it  was  decided  that  the  sub- 
soil is  vested  in  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  what  is 
usually  done  under  the  streets.  It 
may  be  asserted  that  this  case  had 
relation  to  what  was  done  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  surface,  although  I 
think  that  can  hardly  be  so  with 
regard  to  the  main  drainage  system  of 
London.  At  all  events,  if  it  is  found 
that  means  of  conveyance  can  be 
successfully  constructed  at  fifty  or  a 
hundred  feet  below  the  surface,  on  the 
same  principle  it  may  be  maintained 
control  over  such  tunnelling  is  vested 
in  the  Local  Authority.  If  it  is  said 
that  tram  lines  interfere  with  the 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  surface  of 
the  streets  by  that  portion  of  the  public 
which  rides  in  ordinary  vehicles,  then 
I  say  that  the  construction  of  a  railway 
under  the  streets  practically  precludes 
the  Public  Authority  for  all  time  from 
making  use  of  the  sub-soil  for  a  similar 
purpose.  Apart,  however,  from  the 
suggested  analogy  between  these  lines 
and  the  ordinary  tramway,  I  prefer  to 
rest  my  case  on  the  broad  principle 
that  the  community  should  not  part 
with  the  right  to  supply  anything  which 
is  in  effect  necessary  for  that  community, 
whether  it  be  locomotion,  light,  or  water, 
such  for  the  time  being  a  monopoly. 
The  precedents  of  tram  lines  and 
electric  lighting  go  to  show  that  the 
right  to  purchase  does  not  kill  private 
enterprise.  I  may  be  told  that,  as 
regards  the  Electric  Lighting  Act  <d 
18iB2,  it  did  have  that  tendency,  but 
since  1888  electric  lighting  has  been 
greatly  stimulated ;  and  the  Act  of  1888, 
equally  with  the  Act  of  1882,  main- 
tained the  principle  of  purchase  by  the 
public,  so  that  the  only  lesson  which 
can  be  drawn  from  the  electric 
lighting  case  is  this :  that  you  must  take 
care  that  your  limited  period  is  suffi- 
ciently long  to  give  the  undertakers  a  fair 
op^rtunity  of  recouping  themselTes  f<n: 
their  initiu  outlay.  I  admit  that  the 
initial  expenditure  in  the  case  of  these 
railways  is  very  much  greater  than  in 
the  case  of  tramways ;  but  this  does  not 
involve  any  difference  of  principle  in 
the  treatment  of  the  two  cases ;  it  only 
means  that,  in  order  to  give  to  the 
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undertakers  a  fair  opportunity  to  re- 
coup themselves,  you  should  extend 
the  time  during  which  the  undertakers 
may  eigoythe  TOnefit  o£the  undertaking 
— ^tbe  time  during  which  the  public 
will  be  kept  out  of  its  iuheritance.  The 
period  has  been  fixed  in  the  case  of 
tramways  at  twenty-one  years,  and 
electric  lighting  undertakings  originally 
fixed  at  twenty-one  years  have  been 
extended  to  forty-two  years.  The 
London  County  Council,  recognising 
the  lai^r  initial  outlay  in  these  cases, 
hare  suggested,  and  merely  suggested, 
that  the  time  to  elapse  before  there 
should  be  any  exercise  of  the  power  of 
porohase  should '  be,  savi  sixty  years. 
The  time  is  opportune  for  tiding  such 
action  as  this  I  propose.    For  many 
years  we  hare  not  had  so  many  Bills 
of  this  character  before  the  House, 
which  are  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Metropolis.     The  existing  City  and 
South  London  Electric  Railway  may 
now  be  regarded  as  an  assured  success, 
and  I  think  we  may  say  that  such 
undertakings  have  passed  the  experi- 
mental and  speculative  ataee,  and  it  is 
high  time  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
secure  the  rights  of  the  community  in 
relation  thereto.    These  Bills  have 
been  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses,  and  that  Committee  have 
reported,  but  there  is  only  one  paragraph 
which  in  any  way  comes  within  mea- 
surable distance  of  my  proposal  for 
compensation  for  the  powers  acquired 
to  tunnel  under  the  streets.    In  the 
fifteenth  paragraph  of  their  Beport  the 
Committee  say  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  promoters  having  this  power,  they 
should  be  under  the  obligation  of  run- 
ning oheAp  and  convenient  trains.  But 
that  cannot  be  in  any  way  suggested  as 
an  alternative  to  purchase,  because  it 
has    been    the    policy    of  Parlia- 
ment    to    impose    this  obligation 
upon  all  railways.    In  fact,  the  Joint 
Committee    have   deliberately  given 
the  go-by  to  the  specific  issue  I  now 
raise.    The^  have  ignored  it,  not, 
periiaps,  wishing   to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  declaring  a  principle, 
havii^,  in  »ct,  invited  the  House  to 
exprsss  an  opinion  upon  it.   I  ask  the 
House  to  declare  the  principle  embodied 
in  my  Bwolution — namely,  the  prin- 
ciple that  it  is  right  that  the  public 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  pur- 


chasing these  railways  after  a  certain 
period  and  under  certain  conditions,, 
and  I  only  ask  the  House  to  declare- 
the  principle,  referring  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  crucial  question,  after  taking 
all  the  elements  of  the  case  into  con- 
sideration, to  determine  at  its  dis- 
cretion what  the  period  shall  be  during 
which  the  undertakers  shall  enjoy  all 
profits,  and  thus  secure  recoupment 
for  their  outlay. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 

'*Tbat  it  be  an  iDStructioD  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Orest  Northern  and  City  Rail- 
way BiU  that  they  do  inaert  a  dauae  reaanring 
to  Uie  London  County  Conncil  a  power  to  par- 
chase  the  undertaking  after  the  expiration  of  a 
limited  period  on  terniB  aimilar  to  those  pro- 
vided in  Section  43  of  ■The  Tramwaya  Act,. 
1870.'"— (Jtfr.  PiekeraffUL) 

*(3.21.)  Mb.  WHITMOEE  (Chelsea): 
As  a  Member  of  the  Joipt  Committee, 
I  desire  to  briefly  say  why  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  adopt  this  Besolution. 
The  London  County  Council  did  very 
fully  set  out  the  reasons  in  favour  of 
such  a  principle  as  the  hon.  Member- 
has  embodied  in  his  Motion  ;  and  we  con- 
sidered it  very  carefully,  andcameunani- 
mously  to  the  conclusion  that  to  accept 
it  womd  be  almost  certain  to  endanger 
the  success  of  these  schemes.  I  may 
point  out  that  the  first  Bill  on  the  list 
of  those  to  which  the  hon.  Meq?ber 
proposes  to  direct  his  Motion — the 
Great  Northern  and  City  Bill — is  dif- 
ferent in  character  to  those  that  follow. 
The  hon.  Member,  I  think,  justifies  his 
contention  on  the  ground  that  these  are 
local  lines ;  and  the  other  lines,  un- 
doubtedly, are  merely  local  and  metro- 
politan in  their  chsuracter.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Great  Northern  and 
City  Line  is  not  in  any  sense  a  local 
line ;  it  seeks  to  connect  the  Great 
Northern  line  with  a  new  terminus  at 
Finsbury  Place,  and  without  doubt 
it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  the 
traffic  over  the  Great  Northern 
line,  but  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  will  suggest  that  the  London 
County  Council  should  undertake  at 
any  time  the  management  of  a  portion 
of  a  great  main  line.  In  any  case,  this- 
particular  line  is  outside  the  category 
of  the  other  lines  with  which  the  hon. 
Member  wishes  the  House  to  deal  by 
his  Resolution.  With  regard  to  the 
jffoposal  as  it  came  before  the  Com- 
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mittee,  I  may  shortly  aay  that  it  was 
■conclusively  shown  that  if  such  a 
■clause  were  incorporated  in  these  Bills 
there  would  be  but  little  hope  of  the 
necessary  capital  being  raised  for  the 
-construction  of  any  of  the  lines.  If 
hon.  Members  will  look  over  the  history 
of  j^roposals  for  railways  in  London 
■donng  the  past  twenty  years  they  will 
that  London  is,  as  it  w^e,  strewn 
with  abortive  projects,  line  after  line 
having  successfully  passed  the  ordeal  of 
Parliament,  bnt  having  had  to  be 
abandoned  because  of  the  stringency 
■of  the  terms  imposed  upon  the  pro- 
moters. The  Committee,  looking  at 
these  projected  lines  as  a  whole,  and 
■at  the  great  public  convenience  they 
would  supply,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  electric  system  was  an  adequate 
system,  that  the  routes  proposed  were 
adequate,  that  the  carrying  out  of  the 
projects  would  be  of  material  advan- 
tage to  London  and  Londoners,  but 
they  also  saw  that  if  such  a  clause  as  this 
were  imposed  the  necessarv  capital  would 
never  be  subscribed.  Tte  Joint  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  rejected  thesu^estion 
of  the  London  County  Council,  as  I 
hope  the  House  will  now. 

*SiK  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle)  :  I  think  this  very 
large  proposition  must  have  taken  most 
Members  of  the  House  a  good  deal  by 
surprise.  Most  of  us,  I  think,  did  not 
see  the  Motion  until  we  turned  over 
our  papers  this  morning.  At  any  rate, 
the  pnncipie  is  so  very  wide,  so  very 
large,  that  all  new  railways  constructea 
within  the  district  of  the  London 
County  Council  shall,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, ultimately  become  the  property 
of  the  London  County  Council,  that  I 
think  we  must  hesitate  before  accepting 
it.  Now,  while  I  am  quite  prepared  in 
many  ways  to  add  to  the  responsibili- 
ties and  usefulness  of  municipal  insti- 
tutions, I  do  think  this  is  a  case  in 
which  "vaulting  ambition  o'erleaps" 
itself.  The  County  Council  has  a  rail 
load  to  carry^  almost  equal  to  its 
capacity.  It  has  to  deal  with  many 
subjects — the  water  supply,  the  ques- 
tion of  "  betterment  "  as  appHed  to 
improvements,  the  acquisition  of 
tramways,  and  other  matters.  Now, 
tramways  offer  no  analogy  to  these 
railways ;  they  occupy  the  surface  of 
the  streets,  they  interfere'  with  the 
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ordinary  traffic,  and  have  to  be  regulated 
with  other  traffic  ;  but  to  give  the 
County  Council  power  at  one  swoop 
to  take  the  management  of  underground 
railways  in  London  is  a  proposal  far 
too  large  to  be  aidopted  on  a  Motion  on 
a  Private  Bill  at  a  time  when  the 
minds  of  Members  are  occupied  with 
other  matters.  I  certainly  think  the 
Motion  should  be  postxwned  until  we 
have  far  more  information  on  the  sub- 
ject and  can  give  more  consideration 
to  the  subject  than  is  now  possible. 

(3.31.)  Mb.  WEBSTEB  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  E.) :  I  think,  after  the  decision 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  ground 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend,  we  cannot 
accept  such  a  Motion  as  this.  No^ 
doubt  all  of  us  who  hve  in  London  are 
more  or  less  jealous  of  the  user  of 
rights  of  public  thoroughfares,  and  it 
would  be  well  if  the  London  County 
Council  showed  some  of  the  jealousy 
they  are  now  displaying  when  tnun- 
way  questions  are  sometimes  before 
Parliament.  No  doubt  at  present  these 
railways  will  be  of  a  locEil  character ; 
but  have  we  not  often  found  that  railways 
have  been  extended  from  the  centre 
and  have  become  main  arterial  lines? 
How  is  it  possible  for  the  Council  to 
undertake  the  management  of  the  Lon- 
don sections  of  our  great  main  lines  ? 
How  can  they  claim  anything  of 
the  kind  simply  because  the  lines 
happen  to  run  over  or  under  the 
public  thoroughfares  ?  Betdly,  the 
Council  display  such  a  busy,  grasping 
policy  that  we  are  continually, 
in  a  state  of  wonder  as  to  what  form 
their  next  demand  will  take.  Possibly 
some  day  they  may  ask  for  the  power  of 
appointment  of  officers  to  the  Metro- 
politan Volunteer  Corps.  By  their 
endeavour  to  introduce  the  betterment 
principle  they  have  checked  all  private 
enterprise  in  London  in  the  direction 
of  public  improvements  ;  and  now,  to 
carry  out  fads  of  their  own,  they  would 
interpose  and  prevent  the  subscription 
of  capital  for  the  carrying  out  of  these 
railway  projects  for  the  convenience 
of  Londoners  and  the  employment  of 
a  large  number  of  the  working  classes. 
The  London  County  Council  is  a  sort 
of  municipal  cuckoo.  Instituting  no 
great  works  of  its  own  it  Inteneres 
with  the  enterprises  of  others  with  its 
Amerioanised   ideas   and  Sooialistio 
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schemes.  This  is  a  most  unworkable 
proposal  to  introduce  at  the  fag  end  of 
a  Session,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
reject  it. 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.)  :  Such  a  speech  should  not  pass 
unanswered.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
London  County  Council  that  they  have 
to  come  to  Parliament  so  often  for 
powers  ;  that  is  the  fault  of  Her 
Majesty's  GoTemment,  who  did  not 
confer  on  London  by  their  Act  powers 
enjoyed  by  other  Municipalities.  Now, 
I  would  like  to  see  the  whole  of  our 
railway  system  under  the  control  of 
the  State,  but  the  present  limited  pro- 
posal is  that  the  local  London  rail- 
ways shall  at  some  future  time  be 
a  Oder  local  pubUo  control,  and  I 
support  such  a  proposal,  believing  that 
it  will  result  in  great  advantage  to 
the  inhabitants  of  London.  As  to 
what  the  hon.  Member  has  said  about 
the  betterment  principle  having  stopped 
improvements  in  London,  I  have  only 
to  say  if  that  is  so  it  will  be  no  dis- 
advantage to  the  people  of  London, 
who  will,  I  hope,  ultimately 
have  the  benefit  of  the  appli- 
coition  of  the  {nrinciple  that  those  who 
benefit  most  from  an  improvement 
shall  contribute  justly  towards  the 
cost  of  that  improvement.  I  support 
the  proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend,  and 
believe  it  is  a  step  that  must  ulti- 
mately be  taken. 

Mb.  KIMBEB  (Wandsworth) :  These 
railways  are  designed  to  be  connecting 
links  between  the  great  London  ter- 
mini. Parliament  has  never  considered 
the  question  of  State  control  of  rail- 
ways, and  surely  we  are  not  prepared 
at  this  short  notice  to  delegate  such 
powers  of  control  to  the  London  County 
Council.  I  recognise  in  this  proposal 
another  of  the  attempts  made  by  the 
<Douucil  to  get  control  of  the  employ- 
ment of  labour  in  London,  by  which 
the^  hojpe  to  command  the  suffrages 
whudi  will  give  them  power  in  Spring 
Gardens,  and  afterwards  in  this  House. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
-spoken  has  referred  to  the  restricted 
powers  of  the  London  County  Council ; 
out  I  am  not  aware  that  any  Provincial 
Oooncil  has  any  such  power  as  this. 
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though  I  do  not  see  how  such  power 
could  be  refused  to  any  Council  in  the 
Kingdom  if  granted  to  London. 

(3.40.)  Mb.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall, 
Bodmin) :  I  think  we  may  approach 
this  subject  without  the  introduction 
of  jealousy  with  regard  to  the 
London  County  Council.  My  vote 
will  be  given  on  the  ground 
that  this  proposal  has  already  been 
discussed  by  the  Joint  Committee  to 
which  these  electric  railway  proposals 
have  been  referred.  The  decision  of 
the  Committee  was  that  it  was  un- 
desirable to  introduce  the  clause,  and 
that  its  introduction  would  probably 
lead  to  the  failure  of  the  schemes. 
Satisfied  with  that  decision,  arrived  at 
after  full  consideration,  I  shall  vote 
i^inst  the  present  proposal. 

Mr.  JOHN  S.GATHORNE-HARDY 
(Kent,  Medway) :  As  a  Member  of  the 
Committee,  I  may  say  that  in  rejecting 
the  proposal  which  was  put  before  us 
by  the  County  Council  we  felt  that  the 
Council  were  not  consistent  with  the 
view  they  themselves  expressed  that 
these  local  lines  should  com- 
municate with  the  open  country. 
Control  over  the  London  sec- 
tion of  the  lines  implied  con- 
trol over  the  outside  section,  and  such 
control,  in  our  view,  should  not  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  local,  but  of  a  Central, 
Authority. 

*Mb.  PICKERSGILL:  I  may  be 
allowed  to  explain  that,  recognising  the 
distinction  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Whit- 
more)  has  pointed  out  between  the  first 
Bill  on  the  list  and  the  subsequent 
Bills,  I  will,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House ,  wi  thdra w  the  present 
Motion,  and  move  it  in  regard  to  the 
second  of  the  Bills  mentioned. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

CENTRAL  LONDON   RAILWAY  BILL. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"  That  it  be  an  Instmotion  to  tbe  Committee 
CO  the  Central  London  Railway  Bill,  that  th^ 
do  insert  a  Clause  reserving  to  the  London 
County  Council  a  power  to  purchase  the  nnder- 
taking  after  the  ezpiration  ot  a  limited  period 
on  terms  similar  to  those  provided  in  Section 
43  of  <  The  Tnunwajs  Act,  1870.'"— (J^f. 
PiekengUL) 

(3.50.)  The  House  divided  .-—Ayes 
83 ;  Noes  127.— (Div.  List,  No.  162.) 
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TTUENDLT  SOCIE'nKS  AND  SAVINGS 
BANKS  INVESTMENTS. 
Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(SheflBeld,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ftek  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchet^ner  if  the 
Treasury  is  in  possession  of  any 
information  which  would  give  some 
idea  as  to  the  investments  in 
ground  rents  or  other  land  values  of 
Friendly  and  Benefit  Societies,  Savings 
Banks,  and  otherorganisations, whereof 
the  financial  resources  represent  in  the 
main  the  accumulated  capital  of  the 
industrial  classes  ? 

^=The  chancellor  op  the  BS- 
CHEQUER(Mr.  GoscHKN.St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square):  No  information  is 
available  which  would  enable  me  to 
give  anything  approaching  a  complete 
reply  to  the  question.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  registered  Friendly  Societies, 
excluding  Collecting  Societies,  have 
invested  more  than  a  million  in  land, 
offices,  and  buildings,  and  about 
£5,380,000  in  mortgages  and  other 
real  securities.  The  investments, 
other  than  in  trade,  of  the  ordinary 
Co-operative  Societies,  are  about 
.£5,800,000,  and  of  this  a  considerable 
proportion  is  invested  in  land  and 
buildings.  No  doubt  other  Societies 
and  Companies  whose  incomes  are 
derived  from  the  contributions  of  the 
industrial  classes  have  considerable 
investments  in  real  property,  but  I  have 
no  information  as  to  the  amount. 

A  MISSING  LETTER  IN  TYRONE. 

Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  Postal  Authorities  to  trace  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  manager  of  the  Ulster 
Bank,  Omagh,  by  Mr.  John  Leeman, 
of  Aughnagar,  County  Tyrone,  and 
handedto the  rural  postman  on  17th 
March  iMt,  which,  although  it  had 
only  to  be  sent  eight  miles,  has  not 
been  delivered  ?  . 

•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febousbon,  Manchester, 
N.E.):  Although  the  diatanoe  was  a 
Bhort  one  the  letter  would  pass  through 
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several  offices  on  its  way  to  Omagh. 
The  sender  did  not  take  the  precaution, 
of  registering  it,  although  it  contained 
bank  notes,  and  hence  no  record  would' 
be  kept  of  its  passage  through  any  of 
them.  Every  effort  has  been  made,, 
and  is  stiU  being  made  by  personal 
inquiry,  to  discover  what  has  become- 
of  the  letter. 


DELIVERY  OP  BOOKS  BY  POST  IN 

ROME. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General,  with  reference  to  the  com- 
plaints recently  received  by  him  from 
a  British  subject  residing  in  Rome, 
stating  that  the  Rome  Postal  Authori- 
ties had  declined  to  deliver  at  his. 
house  certain  books  despatched  to  hiin 
from  Paisley  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  too  numerous,  to  which  the 
Secretary  to  the  British  Post  Office 
replied  that — 

"  The  BriUsh  Post  Office  has,  of  course,  n»- 
control  in  such  a  matter  as  this,  relating  to  the 
internal  postal  arrangements  of  a  foreign 
country;  but,  as  your  complaint  is  not  an 
isolated  one,  it  has  been  thought  yitSl  to  make- 
known  to.  the  Director  General  of  the  Italian 
Post  Office  the  oircumstanee  to  which  yoxt 
have  directed  attention," 

whether  he  has  any  objection  to  give  to- 
the  House  the  reply  of  the  Rome 
Postal  Authorities  to  his  letter ;  and 
whether  the  Italian  Post  Office  is  bound 
mder  agreement  with  the  British  Post 
Office  to  deliver  letters,  books,  and 
other  articles  sent  through  the  post  at 
the  domicile  of  the  persons  addressed? 
*SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  The 
Italian  Post  Office  does  not  refuse  to 
deliver  book  packets,  but,  when  they 
are  too  heavy  to  be  delivered  by  the 
first  out-going  letter  carrier,  they  are 
sent  to  their  addresses  by  special 
supplementary  deliveries.  The  interna 
postal  regulations  limit  to  half  a  kilo- 
gramme for  each  person  addressed, 
the  weight  of  correspondence  which 
the  Post  Office  is  bound  to  4eUver. 
There  is  no  special  agreement  between 
the  British  and  Italian  Post  Offices  on 
this  subject ;  and  the  Universal  Postal 
Union  does  not  restrict  the  right  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  organise  their- 
own  system  of  delivery  at  their  dis- 
cretion. 
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StJNDAY  SCENES  JN  THE  STREETS 
OP  WATERFORD. 

Mb  lea  (Londonderry,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  letter 
from  the  Waterford  County  Inspector, 
R.I.C.,  to  the  Mayor  of  Waterford, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  scenes 
enacted  in  the  streets  of  that  city  on 
Sunday  evenings  at  the  time  of  closing 
the  pablio-houBes ;  and  whether  he 
will  have  inquiries  made  as  to  the  state 
of  the  other  four  cities  which  are 
exempted  from  the  operations  of  the 
Irish  Sunday  Closing  Act,  and,  if 
necessary,  have  special  instructions 
issued  to  the  Chiefs  of  Police  and  to  the 
Chief  Magistrates  of  those  cities  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
The  hon.  Member  has  been  good  enough 
to  send  me  a  newspaper  copy  of  the 
letter  referred  to  in  the  question.  The 
Constabulary  Authorities  report  that 
the  County  Inspector  thought  it  advis- 
able to  bring  the  matter  referred  to 
before  the  magistrates,  in  order  that 
they  might  by  inflicting  heavy  penalties 
co-operate  with  the  police  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  a<^ne8  complained  of.  No 
similar  complaints  in  regard  to  the 
other  exempted  cities  have  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Constabulary  Autho- 
rities. 

THE  CATHOLIC  CHAPEL  AT  BERE 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
recommend  a  grant  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  Catholic  Chapel  at  Bere  Island, 
in  which  the  accommodation  is  insuffi- 
cient for  sailors  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
and  coastguards,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  congregation  who  attend 
there? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  regret  that  I  am  unable 
to  recommend  a  grant  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Catholic  Chapel  at  Bere 
Island.  Her  Majesty's  ships  visit 
Berehaven  only  intermittently,  and 
therefore  it  has  been  thought  preferable 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  for 
holding  special  services,  for  which  a 
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fixed  rate  of  remuneration  would  be 
paid  in  addition  to  the  authorized 
capitation  grant. 

INCREASE  OF  POSTAL  FACILITIES 
IN  IRELAND. 
Mb.  GILHOOLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  has 
received  a  Memorial  from  the  inhabi- 
tants and  ratepayers  of  AughaviUe, 
County  Cork,  praying  for  increased 
postal  facilities ;  and  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  grant  the  facilities  re- 
quested ? 

-Sm  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  Memorial 
referred  to  prays  for  a  despatch  in  the 
afternoon  instead  of  in  the  morning 
from  the  Post  Office  at  Colomane,  and 
it  has  been  carefully  considered.  The 
mail  to  Colomane  is  sent  from  Bantry 
to  DarraaRoad  Station,  where  it  is  re- 
ceived by  the  sub-postmaster,  who  at  the 
same  time  despatches  a  mail  to  Bantry. 
His  work  is  thus  finished  before  ten 
a.m.  To  give  a  despatch  to  Bantry  in 
the  afternoon  would  involve  a  second 
trip  to  and  from  the  station,  and  would 
cost  not  less  than  £10  a  year.  A  reply 
is  therefore  being  prepared  expressing 
regret  that  the  circumstances  do  not 
admit  of  the  Memorialists'  request 
-being  complied  with. 


Mb.  GILHOOLY  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  has 
received  a  Memorial  from  the  rate- 
payers and  inhabitants  of  East  and 
West  SchuU  relative  to  increased 
postal  faoilitira ;  and  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
the  Memorial  ? 

*SrR  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  Memo- 
rial was  received  on  the  27th  instant, 
and  its  receipt  was  acknowledged  to 
the  hon.  Member  on  the  same  day.  It 
is  now  under  inquiry. 

THE   CONSCIENCE   CLAUSE  IN 
NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  OHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation whether  he  has  received  a 
Memorial  from  certain  parents  of 
children  attending  the  National  School 
at  Ringstead,  Northampton,  stating 
that    they    have    withorawn  their 
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children  from  the  reHgious  instruction 
at  that  school  under  the  Conscience 
Clause,  and  that  their  children  hare 
been  in  consequence  treated  as  ab- 
sentees, and  placed  at  the  bottom  of 
their  class,  and  asking  redress  of  their 
griavance;  whether  this  putting  down 
of  the  children  to  the  bottom  of  their 
class  is  a  violation  of  the  7th  clause 
of  "The  Education  Act,  1870."  pro- 
viding that  children  may  be  withdrawn 
from  the  religious  instruction  without 
forfeiting  any  other  benefits  of  the 
school;  and  whether  he  will  have 
directions  sent  to  the  school  managers 
to  discontinue  the  prEictice  of  imposing 
this  penalty  on  the  children  of  Non- 
conformists ? 

-The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dvke,  Kent, 
Dj,rtford) :  The  Department  have  re- 
ceived such  a  Memorial,  and  are  now 
in  communication  with  the  managers 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  terms  of 
the  Memorial  to  exclude  the  possibihty 
that  the  children  were  so  dealt  with 
because  they  declined  to  attend  before 
the  re^sters  were  closed,  and  were, 
therefore,  in  fact,  absentees. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
draw  the  attention  of  the  school 
managers  to  the  Circular  Letter  of 
1878,  requiring  that  children  should 
not  be  exposed  to  any  disparity  of 
treatment  under  these  circumstances, 
and  whether  he  has  received  any  Re- 
port of  the  circumstances  under  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  of  1870  ? 

-Sib  W.  HART  DYKE:  What 
usually  takes  place  is — the  registers 
are  closed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
school  work,  and  if  a  child  arrives  after 
they  are  closed  its  attendance  cannot 
be  recorded. 

Mb.  CHANNING:  I  cannot  con- 
sider  the  reply  satisfactory,  and  shall 
put  a  further  question  on  the  subject. 

TBE  TURKISH  DEBT. 
Sib  JOSEPH  McKENNA  (Mona- 
ghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  for  Foreign  Aflairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  contemplated 
new  issue  of  Turkish  Government 
Bonds,  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
aware  that  there  remain  unpaid  and 
unprovided  for  in  any  way  a  consider- 

Mr.  Chaaning 
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able  number  and  amount  of  the  bonds 
constituting  the  Turkish  Loan  of  1862, 
.£8,000,000  sterling,  in  the  hands  <A 
private  persons,  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty,  to  whom  the  amounts,  to- 
gether with  coupons  for  interest  un- 
paid since  the  1st  January,  1876,  ad- 
mittedly remain  due ;  and  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the 
Ottoman  Porte  to  the  subject,  and 
afford  an  opportunity,  before  fresh 
Turkish  Bonds  are  issuied  to  the  public, 
of  substantiating  the  facts  herein 
alleged,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  admitted 
claims  of  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  ? 
*Thb  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cumberland,  Penrith) : 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of  the 
proposal  for  the  new  issue  of  Turkish 
Bonds.  They  are  not,  therefore,  in  a 
position  to  judge  how  far  the  interests 
of  the  1862  bondholders — as  secured 
by  the  arrangement  of  1881  between 
the  Delegates  of  the  fore^  bondholders 
and  the  Turkish  Government — are 
affected,  if  at  all.  They  are  not, 
therefore,  at  present  in,  a  position  to 
make  any  representation  to  the  Porte 
on  the  matter. 

POLICEMEN  IN  MILITARY  GAIUJ. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM 
{Limerick,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  on  Sunday,  the  22nd 
instant,  when  a  battery  of  Royal 
Artillery  were  quartered  in  Newcastle 
West  on  the  publicans,  two  pohce  con- 
stables named  M' Garry  and  Dougal 
attired  themselves  in  soldiers'  uni- 
forms, and  thus  disguised  visited  some 
of  the  publicans;  is  he  aware  that  these 
men  visited  several  houses,  and  on 
knocking  at  one  were  asked  by  the 
publican's  wife,  "  Who  is  there?  "  and 
on  their  answering,  *'  Soldiers,"  she 
said,  "  You  must  go  away ;  I  will  give 
you  no  drink  " ;  if  he  can  say  whether 
District  Inspector  Wright  or  Head 
Constable  Butler  authorised  the  con- 
stables to  assume  this  disguise ;  if  not, 
then  by  whose  authority  was  it  done ; 
and  were  any  officers  of  the  battery 
aware  that  uniforms  ^f  Her  Majesty's 
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Boyal  Artillery  were  being  used  for 
sacb  a  purpose  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Constabulary 
Authorities  report  that  the  constables 
referred  to  explain  that  they  visited 
one  public-house  disguised  as  stated, 
hut  did  not  enter  it.  The  constables 
did  not  go  with  the  authority  or  know- 
ledge df  their  officers  or  of  the  military 
-officers,  but  upon  their  own  reaponsi- 
ibility. 

TSEb.  ABRAHAM:  I  should  like 
to  ask  if  steps  have  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  this  conduct,  and 
■whether  the  constables  were  repri- 
manded ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  think  it  rather 
"proceeded  from  over-zeal,  and  that  the 
authorities  do  consider  that  they  should 
take  some  steps  to  prevent  the  repeti- 
■fion  of  such  conduct. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  Do  the  officers  think  they 
Tvere  right  in  assuming  this  disguise 
without  the  knowledge  of  their  superior 
•officer  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  that  question,  as  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  reguubtions  dealing 
-with  the  matter. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  that  part 
■of  the  Report  of  the  District  Inspector 
•of  Schools  of  Omagh,  County  Tyrone, 
pubhshed  in  the  last  Report  of  the 
GommissionerB  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  in  reference  to  school- 
houses,  in  which  the  following  passage 
<oocurs : — 

"  Odo  it  situated  in  the  middle  of  a  field, 
half  a  mile  from  a  road,  with  no  path  leading 
"to  it;  two  are  placed  in  farmyards  sar- 
Tounded  by  maoure  heaps  and  ata^ant  pools, 
poiaoniDS  the  atmosphere,  and  injurious  to 
-the  health  of  teaohers  and  papils ;  ami  one  is 
in  a  bacl^rd  off  a  street,  where  the  atroos- 
■pliere  is  stifling  and  pestilential  "  ; 

whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  cases  at  overorowding  of  schools  as 
fruitful  sources  of  epidemiea  ;  and 
whether  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
takes  cognisance  of  these  things,  or 
-whether  there  is  any  authority  to 
igrapple  with  admitted  evils,  and  see 
thai  the  necessary  accommodation  and 


convenience  are  provided  for  each  child 
in  attendance  at  school  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  report  that  they 
have  made  representations  from  time 
to  time  to  the  manager  of  the  first 
school  referred  to.  They  understand 
that  it  is  his  intention  to  have  a  school 
provided  in  a  more  suitable  place  as 
soon  as  possible.  As  r^ards  the  two 
houses  placed  in  farmyards,  the 
manager  nas,  at  the  instuioe  of  the 
Commissioners,  been  making  efforts  to 
secure  another  site,  while,  in  regard 
to  both  bouses,  the  objectionable 
features  are  reported  by  the  Inspector 
to  be  much  diminished.  With  respect 
to  the  last  school  referred  to,  steps 
have  been  taken  to  provide  a  new 
school,  as  explained  in  the  context 
following  the  passage  quoted  by  the 
hon.  Member.  As  regards  the  over- 
crowding, every  effort  has  been  made 
by  the  managers  to  pro^de  ample 
accommodation,  and  while  the  accom- 
modation provided  by  the  National 
Schools  throughout  Ireland  is  at  pre- 
sent in  round  numbers  778,000,  the 
average  daily  attendance  of  pupils  is 
only  490,000.  It  is  beheved  that  on 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  becoming 
aware  of  any  arrangements  of  a  school 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  pupils, 
they^  would  bring  thb  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  managers. 

Mb.  CONWAY :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  when  quoting  those 
figures  that,  according  to  the  last 
Report,  the  nimiber  of  children  who 
attended  school  during  1890  was  over 
a  million  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  giving  the  figures  of  the 
number  on  the  school  rolls.  My 
impression  is  that  the  average  number 
on  the  rolls  is  about  800,000  odd.  I  do 
not  think  it  possible  that  the  ^ures  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  are  correct. 

Mb.  CONWAY:  I  will  quote  the 
exact  figures  from  the  Report  in  the 
coming  Debate  on  the  Irish  Education 
Bill. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  :  As 
regards  the  attendance,  I  should  like 
to  ask  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  children 
are  left  on  the  rolls  long  after  they 
have  ceased  to  attend  scbpel  ?  ■ 
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Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  case  where  they  were 
Allowed  to  remain  on  the  roll  for  a  long 
time. 


Mb.  SBALB  -  HAYNB  (Devon, 
Ashburton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  why  no  school  accom- 
modation has  been  provided  at  Milton, 
in  the  Parish  of  Buckland  Mona- 
chorum,  in  the  County  of  Devon ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  are 
ninety-four  children  at  Milton  residing 
from  one  to  three  and  a  quarter  miles 
distant  from  the  Buckland  Mona- 
chorum  school ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  landowner  has  offered  to  find  a 
site  for  a  school  at  Milton ;  and 
whether  the  school  at  Buckland 
Monachorum  is  in  a  satisfactory  state  ? 
*Sia  W.  HART  DYKE  :  On  a 
careful  review  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  has  been  decided  to 
acquire  a  school  at  the  hamlet  of 
Muton  for  fifty  children  up  to  nine 
years  of  age,  and  the  elder  children 
will,  as  heretofore,  attend  the  school 
at  Buckland,  by  which  arrangement  the 
district  will  derive  greater  educational 
benefit  than  by  the  establishment  of  a 
second  school  for  children  of  all  ages 
within  its  limits.  The  school  at  Buck- 
land  received  a  very  satisfactory  report 
at  the  inspection  last  month. 

THE  BREHON  LAW  TRACTS. 

Mr.  MATTHEW  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland  if  he 
can  state  when  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  Brehon  Law  Tracts,  which  it  is 
understood  that  Professor  Atkinson 
has  been  engaged  in  translating,  will 
be  published  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  understand  that 
two  volumes  yet  remain  to  complete  the 
publication — namely,  the  fifth,  con- 
taining text  and  translation,  and  the 
sixth,  containing  glossarial  matter  and 
indices.  The  fifth  volume  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  the  sixth  is  so  well 
advanced  that  the  editor  is  in  expec- 
tation of  having  both  volumes  publiwied 
concurrently  at  the  end  of  1893. 


REMOVAL  TERMS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mb.  ANSTRUTHER  (St.  Andrew's,. 
&c.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,. 
wiui  reference  to  the  Terms  Bemoval 
(Scotland)  Act,  and  to  an  answer  mven 
on  the  25th  May  last  year,  by  the  non. 
Member  for  Wigtonshire  (Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell)  on  behalf  of  his  predecessor 
in  oflBce,  whether  the  Government-  is 
aware  that  the  grievance  then  com- 
plained of  was  accentuated  and  more- 
widely  felt  at  the  Martinmas  term 
last  year,  and  was  again  revived  at 
Whitsunday  last ;  and  whether  the 
Government  has  now  before  it  sufficient, 
evidence  of  the  inconvenience  and  un- 
certainty then  referred  to  to  warrant 
its  taking  steps  to  remove  them? 
*Thb  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C> 
J.  Peabson,  Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  I  am  informed 
that  since  the  answer  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  Friend  was  given,  tbe  County 
of  Orkney  and  the  Burgh  of  KirkwaU 
are  the  only  Public  Bodies  who  have 
made  representations  to  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  on  this  matter.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  experience  of 
the  result  of  the  recent  le^slation 
on  the  subject  does  not  encourage  a 
renewal  of  the  attempt  to  amend  the- 
law  until  a  much  wider  expression  of 
local  opinion  in  the  various  districts  of 
Scotland  has  been  obtained. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  LONDONDERRY 
BARRACKS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  tbe 
War  Office  whether  he  is  yet  in  Sr. 
position  to  state  the  cause  of  the 
fight  which  took  place  in  Londonderry 
Barracks  on  the  23rd  instant,  between 
the  Lancashire  Regiment  and  the 
Derry  Artillery  MiUtia,  and  the  nuin- 
ber  of  men  injured  on  each  side ;  and 
whether  any  and,  if  so,  what  punish- 
ment has  been  inflicted  on  the  coni- 
batants  on  either  side  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to* 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Brodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  cause  of  the 
distuFiMuice,  which  only  lasted  a  fevr 
minutes,  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
some  men  of  the  2nd  North  Lancashire- 
Regiment  to  pay  off  an  old  scoie  against 
the  barman  of  a  neighbouring  public- 
house,  who  was  found  to  be  a  member 
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■«{  the  Militia  regiment.  The  men  {ell 
in  at  onoe  when  ordered  to  do  so,  and 
the  six  militiamen  who  were  injored 
'were  able  to  march  oat  with  their  regi- 
ment. Steps  will  be  tt^en  to  punish  the 
■xingleaders. 

-ALTERNATIVE  ROUTES  TO  THE 
PACIFIC  STATION. 

Sm  JOHN  COLOMB  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Bow,  &c.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
JjokI  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can 
,:give  any  information  as  to  the  experi- 
ment recently  made  of  sending 
out  to  the  Patufio  Station  officers 
and  men  of  the  Royal  Navy  by 
means  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway, 
4uid  particularly  whether  the  transport 
was  effected  at  any  special  rates,  or 
under  any  special  contract,  with  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Bailway;  how  the 
•«ost  of  transport  by  this  means  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  method  hitherto 
■adopted ;  whether  considerations  other 
thfui  pecuniary  were  in  favour  of  this 
route  as  compared  with  others ;  what 
was  the  effect  upon  the  disoi^dine  and  or- 
ganiaaticni  of  the  men ;  whether  the  ex- 
periment was  undertaken  at  the  request 
<if  the  Canadian  Government  or  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Bailway ;  and  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Admiralty  to 
make  general  use  of  this  mode  of  trans- 
port in  the  future  ? 

LoBD  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  experi- 
ment of  sending  officers  and  men  to  the 
Pacific  Station  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Bailway  has  been  tried  in  two  instances : 
ihe  firstt  on  the  occasion  of  the  relief 
•of  the  crews  of  the  "  Champion  "  and 
'"Pheasant,"  when  seven  officers  and  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  men  were 
.brought  from  Vancouver  to  Halifax, 
.and  twenty-four  officers  and  three 
himdred  and  twelve  men  were  taken 
from  Halifax  to  Vancouver ;  and  in  the 
jBeoond,  when  four  officers  and  two 
himdred  and  two  men  were  sent  from 
Halifax  to  Vancouver.  In  each  case 
-special  arrangements  were  made,  both 
in  regard  to  the  trains  and  eXao  as  to 
the  rates  to  be  paid.  It  is  difficult  to 
•draw  an  accurate  comparison  as  to  the 
•cost  of  relieving  men  or  manning  ships 
•on  the  Pacific  Station  by  the  adoption 
«f  the  Canadian  route  as  opposed  to 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama  route.  The 
•expense  of  the  latter  route  depends  on 
jthe  necessity  or  otherwise  of  sending 


a  m(Ui-of-war  to  Panama  to  receive  the 
men,  when  the  coal  expended  by  the 
vessel  would  become  a  part  of  the  cost. 
Thwe  are  only  one  or  two  ships  in  iAia 
Pacific  command  which  can  accom- 
modate extra  men  ;  while  arrangements 
can  always  be  made  for  the  reception 
of  the  men  at  Esquimalt,  which,  as  a 
naval  and  refitting  port,  is  the  place 
most  suitable  for  recommissioning  ships 
on  the  Station.  The  Canadian  route 
is  much  the  quicker,  and  thus  the 
men  sent  out  are  sooner  available  for 
duty.  According  to  the  Reports  which 
have  been  received,  the  journey  by  rail 
across  Canada  had  no  appreciable  efiisot 
in  one  way  or  the  other  upon  the  dis- 
oipline  Or  organisation  of  the  men  of 
the  Royal  Navy.  The  experiment  was 
made  at  the  instance  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Pacific  Station, 
and  was  a  success,  the  Railway 
Authorities  taking  great  pains  in  looking 
after  the  comfort  of  officers  and  men. 
The  use  of  the  route  will  in  future  be 
considered  by  the  Admiralty  as  one 
which  has  in  certain  conditions  decided 
advantages  over  the  other. 

THE  CASE  OF  DANIEL  J,  HAHONET. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention, 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  a  tenant, 
named  Daniel  J.  Mahoney,  Knook- 
nagree,  County  Cork,  who  at  the  last 
Marlow  Quarter  Sessions  claimed  com- 
pensation for  disturbance  to  the  amount 
of  £542 ;  and  is  he  aware  the  Recorder 
of  Cork  postponed  judgment  on  the 
case  until  next  Sessions,  and  that  steps 
are  being  taken  by  the  landlord  to 
evict  this  tenant  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
the  forces  of  the  Crown  be  given 
to  assist  in  evicting  this  tenant 
whilst  the  land  claim  has  not  been  de- 
cided on  by  the  l^al  tribunal  ? 
*Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  facts  appear 
to  be  substantially  as  stated  in  the 
question.  The  landlord  in  pressing  on 
the  eviction  for  non-payment  of  rent 
is  influenced,  I  am  informed,  by 
Mahoney's  refusal  to  give  other 
tenants  on  the  property  the  use  of 
turf,  and  that  it  is  to  enable  the  land- 
lord to  supply  the  wants  of  these 
tenants  in  this  respect  that  the  eviction 
is  being  carried  out.  It  was  open  to 
the  tenant  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a 
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postponement  of  the  issue  of  the  writ. 
The  GoTernment  cannot  undertake  to 
withhold  protection  from  the  Sheriff. 

Mb.  MILVAIN  (Ihirham):  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the 
d^y  of  the  Becorder  in  giving  judg- 
ment? 

*Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  delay  of  the 
Becorder  in  giving  his  judgment  for  a 
lai^  amount  is  a  matter  over  which 
the  G<>vemment  has  no  control  what- 
ever. 

PROCLAIMED  MEETING  AT  MONEY- 
GLASS. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  meet- 
ing announced  to  be  held  at  Money- 
glass,  near  Toome,  on  the  26th  instant, 
to  discuss  the  land  question,  has  been 
proclaimed ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason 
this  course  has  been  pnrsned? 
*Mb.  JACKSON :  The  meeting  re- 
ferred to  was  proclaimed,  as  the  autho- 
rities had  reason  to  believe  it  was  con- 
vened with  the  unlawful  object  of  in- 
timidating a  person  who  had  taken  an 
evicted  farm,  and  of  intimidating  others 
from  taking  it. 

Mb.  KNOX :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  boycotting  is  not,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  claims,  all  over  in  Ireland, 
but  that  it  still  exists  ? 
*Me.  JACKSON :  I  think  it  should 
be  taken  the  other  way — not  only  that 
It  does  not  exist,  but  that  we  are 
determined  that  it  shall  not  exist. 

SUB-LETTING  OF  GOVERNMENT  CON- 
TRACTS IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  "W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  the  Besolu- 
tion,  carried  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar  (Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton),  in  favour  of  fair  wages  and 
the  prohibition  of  sub-letting  in  Go- 
vernment contracts,  has  not  been  ap- 
plied by  the  Irish  Office  ? 

«Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  made  some 
inquiries,  but  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain  that  there  are  any  contracts 
of  this  kind  made  by  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. Probably,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  aware,  all  works  of  this  kind  are 
carried  out  by  the  Bourd  of  Works 
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under  the  authority  of  the  TreasorVf. 
but  I  have  asked  them  to  look  oarefolly 
into  the  matter,  and  find  out  if  there 
ara  any  such  contracts  to  which  tiie 
Bedolution  is  not  applied. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Board  of  PubUc  Works  in  Ireland  last 
Session,  the  then  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  undertook  to  apply  the  Reso- 
lution passed  on  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar  (Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton),  relatii^  to  fair  wages,  to  aU 
Government  contracts  in  Ireland,  and 
why  this  undertaking  has  been,  up  to 
the  present  time,  disreg^urded  by  the 
Board  of  Works  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) :  I 
find  that  the  present  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  stated  last  Session 
that— 

"It  would  not  be  nDreuMmaUe  that  wfr 
Rhould  take  the  same  coarse  in  Irebuid,  M  br 
aa  the  circomatanoes  are  simUM',  as  we  take- 
in  Bi^land." 

I  have  made  inquiries,  and  am  told 
that  it  is  not  the  case  that  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  have  disregarded  the 

Resolution  of  the  House,  inasmuch  as- 
their  contracts  do  contain  provision 
against  sub-letting. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  wish  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  House  having  passed  a  Reso- 
lution, and  the  English  Departments 
having  issued  a  form  in  which  that 

specification  is  contained,  why  the 
Irish  Department  has  not  also  issued 
such  a  Circular,  and  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  direct  that  such  a 
form  shall  be  issued  by  the  Irish  De- 
partment  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST:  The  Depart- 
ment does  not  disregard  the  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  a  particular  in- 
stance I  will  inquire  into  it. 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  When  this  matter 
was  debated  last  year  the  discussion 
was  directed  to  the  question  of  fair 
wages  rather  than  to  snb^ntracting, 
and  I  wish  to  ask  iftheright  hon.  Gen- 
tleman intends  to  insert  in  the  Irish 
Government  contracts  the  same  terms 
as  are  inserted  in  the  English  Govern- 
ment oontraots  ? 
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BlB.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Tins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  what 
is  Imown  as  the  factory  clause  is  pat  in 
the  Irish  contracts  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  I  am  told  that 
the  Board  of  Works  do  not  disregard 
the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  made  a  general  inquiry  and 
received  a  general  answer.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  a  specific  C(ue  I 
will  look  into  it. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  have  given  a 
specific  case.  While  the  English  De- 
partments issue  a  form  copying  the 
Resolution,  the  Irish  Department  has 
no  such  form. 

COMPENSATION  APPEALS  UNDER  THE 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT. 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex. Uxbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retarvto  the  Treasury  when  the  Return, 
Local  Government  Act,  1888  (Compen- 
sation Appeals),  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST;  I  hope  that 
the  Return  will  be  laid  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

RATING  OF  VOLUNTEER  DRILL 
HALLS. 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  relieve  drill 
halls  of  all  local  rates  and  taxes,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Volunteer  Forces  ? 

':^Mb.  GOSCHEN:  It  is  for  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
GoveramentBoardtodeal  withtbeques- 
tion  of  relieving  from  local  rates  the  driU 
halls  of  Volunteers.  I  will  communicate  '. 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  likely  or  possible  that  a 
measure  of  the  kind  su^ested  will  be 
introduced  this  Session. 

BOILERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 
Mk.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland):  I 
b^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  it  is  correct  that  it  has 
been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent leakage,  to  fit  ferrules  to  some  of 
the  tubes  of  the  "Royal  Sovereign  " ;  if 
80,  is  it  in  consequence  of  the  boilers 
being  of  a  similar  type  to  those  of  the 
"Thunderer";  and  whether  he  antici- 
pates that  the  ferrules  proposed  to  be 
used  in  the  tubes  of  the  "Thunderer," 


"Vulcan,"  and  other  vessels  will 
prevent  the  unequal  distribution  of 
heat  consequent  upon  the  boilers  being 
constmcted  with  single  combustion 
chambers? 
*LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
ferrules  in  question  will  improve  the 
working  efficiency  of  any  type  of  boiler 
to  which  they  can  be  fitted ;  and  in  order 
to  test  this  in  extended  practice,  the 
"  Royal  Sovereign,"  which  is  about  to 
proceed  on  service  in  the  Channel,  has, 
with  other  vessels,  been  selected  for  a 
trial  of  the  ferrules.  Her  boilers  are 
not  of  the  same  type  as  those  of  the 
"Thunderer."  These  ferrules  do  not 
prevent  the  unequal  distribution  of  heat, 
but  they  tend  to  counteract  in  the 
weakest  part  of  the  boiler  the  injurious 
effect  of  the  contraction  and  expansion 
of  the  tube  plate  and  tubes  consequent 
upon  variations  in  the  heat  of  the  com- 
bustion chamber. 

THE  "CAPERCAILZIE"  YACHT. 

Mr.  GOURLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  be  good 
enough  to  state  the  gross  and  net 
raster  tonnage,  also  the  nominal  and 
effective  power,  age,  and  condition  of 
the  boilers  and  engines  of  the  "  Caper- 
cailzie "  yacht  recently  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  Admiral  at  Devonport,  also 
the  price  paid  to  the  owners ;  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  have  been 
made,  and  the  cost  of  the  same ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  dispensing  altogether  with 
such  expensive  appendages,  seeing  that 
all  the  work  necessary,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad,  can  be  done  with 
steam  launches,  which  now  form  part 
of  the  outfit  of  all  large  vessels  ? 
*LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  The 
gross  tonnage  of  the  "  Capercailzie  "  is 
365  tons,  and  the  net  registered  tonnage 
214.  The  engines  have  a  nominal  horse 
power  of  76,  and  estimated  indicated 
horse-power  of  500.  The  engines  and 
boilers  are  nine  years  old,  and  are  in 
good  condition.  The  price  paid  for  the 
yacht  was  £14,000,  and  a  further  ex- 
penditure of  £1.200  has  since  been  in- 
curred for  alterations,  repairs*  &c.»  in 
the  dockyard.  The  purpose  for  which 
yachts  are  required  by  the  Com- 
manders-in-Chief cannot  be  served 
equally  by  steam  launches,  thoroughly 
sea-going    vessels  being  absolutely 
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essential.  The  "  Capercailzie  "  has  been 
.purchased  to  replace  the  obsolete  vessel 
at  Plymouth  which  was  used  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  for  his  sea  work. 
Vessels  of  a  type  similar  to  the  *'  Caper- 
cailzie "  have  in  previous  years  been 
supplied  to  the  Commanders-in-Chief 
at  Sheemess  and  Portsmouth  as  part 
of  a  general  scheme  for  replacing 
obsolete  tenders  by  vessels  of  a  service- 
able character.  The  purchase  of 
second-hand  yachts,  and  their  subse- 
qneut  adaptation  to  the  duty  for  which 
they  are  required,  has  been  found  the 
best  and  most  economical  arrangement 
for  the  supply  of  efficient  vessels  for 
this  particular  service. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  : 
May  I  ask  how  the  position  of  the 
Admiral  difEers  from  that  of  this  Admiral 
on  the  Irish  Station,  who  has  only  a 
small  steam  launch  ? 
•  *LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  One 
has  a  far  larger  number  of  ships  under 
his  command  than  the  other. 

THE  EDINBURGH  POST  OFFICE. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  "W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  his  attenton  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  lobby  officers  in  the 
General  Post  Office  in  Edinburgh  are 
not  yet  paid  at  the  new  rate  for  Sunday 
duty,  and  have  not  obtained  the  benefits 
of  the  new  scheme  of  re-organisation  ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
these  servants  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  all  other  members  of  the 
permanent  staflf  in  Edinburgh  ? 

*SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  It  is  a 
fact  that  the  lobby  officers  in  the 
General  Post  Office,  Edinburgh,  are  not 
paid  at  the  new  rate  for  Sunday  work, 
as  they  were  not  included  in  the  scheme. 
The  question  of  extending  the  scheme 
to  all  parts  of  the  country  is  under  con- 
sideration. 


Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  will 
xaga  forward  an  early  decision  by  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  the  sunject 
of  the  Mutual  Guarantee  Fund' of  the 
Edinburgh  Post  Office  ? 
*SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
inquiry  was  extensive,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  undue  delay  has  taken 
place. 

Lord  George  Hamilton 


FALSE  MARKING  OF  GOODS. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  A^^rs  what  foreign  nations 
have  adopted  legislation  against  the 
false  marung  of  goods  in  the  S|Hrit  ai 
the  Merchandise  Marks  AmendmeM 
Act  of  1887,  and  of  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Industrial  Conventions  at  Rome 
and  Madrid  ;  and  in  particular,  whe- 
ther any  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  direction  by  Germany  and  the 
United  States  ? 

*Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The  Pro- 
tocol of  Madrid  for  the  prevention  of 
false  indications  of  origin  has  been 
signed  by  Great  Britain.  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Switzerland,  Brazil,  Tunis, 
and  Guatemala.  The  date  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  is  fixed  for 
the  16th  June  next,  when  it  will  be 
seen  whether  all  of  the  above  Powers 
will  ratify  and  put  its  provisions  into 
effect.  Germany  and  the  United  States 
have  not  signed,  and  have  not,  so  far 
as  the  Foreign  Office  is  aware,  adopted 
any  legislation  in  this  direction. 

DELAY  OF  MAILS  AT  DUNDALK. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  Generiu  why  the 
mails  for  the  North- West  of  Ireland 
are  so  long  delayed  at  Dundalk  ;  and 
why,  after  their  arrival  at  Enniskillen, 
letters  are  so  long  in  being  delivered 
that  it  is  impossible  to  reply  by  midday 
mail  to  the  English  correspondence  ? 
•SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
day  mails  from  Dublin  for  Enniskillen 
reach  Dundalk  at  8.2  a.m.,  but  there 
is  no  train  by  which  they  can 
be  sent  forward  until  9  a.m.  The 
letters  are  received  at  the  Enniskillen 
Post  Office  at  11.35  a.m . ,  and 
the  delivery  which  begias  at  12.5 
p.m.  lasts  about  one  hour  thirty 
minutes.  The  letter  box  being  closed 
for  the  despatch  of  the  return  mail  at 
12.45  p.m.,  there  is  little,  if  any, 
interval  for  reply;  uid  the  only 
means  by  which  a  satisfactory  intervid 
could  be  secured  would  be  the  establish- 
ment of  a  train  specially  for  the  mail 
service  in  each  direction  between  Dun- 
dalk and  Enniskillen.  The  outlay  in- 
volved in  such  an  arrangement  would  be 
far  beyond  what  the  revenue  would 
warrant.    I  will  consider  whether,  by 
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any  moderate  expenditure,  the  delivery 
can  be  expedited. 

THE  CYPRUS  TRIBUTE. 

Mb.  summers  (Huddersfield) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
-chequer  whether  he  has  taken,  or  in- 
tends to  take,  any  steps  to  bring  about 
an  arrangement  with  the  Porte  for  the 
commutation  of  the  annual  payment  of 
£92,800  now  due  as  a  tribute  from 
Cyprus,  and  an  arrangement  with 
France  to  pay  off  the  Guaranteed  Four 
per  Cent.  Loan  of  1855,  and  to  raise 
the  money  on  cheaper  terms  ? 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN:  The  two  ques- 
tions— namely,  the  commutation  of  the 
tribute  of  £92.800  now  due  to  the  Porte 
as  a  tribute  from  Cyprus,  and  an 

arrangement  with  France  to  p^  off 
the  Guaranteed  Four  per  Cent.  Loan, 
.  are  not  interdependent.  The  latter  is 
the  easier  subject  of  the  two,  and  I 
have  not  neglected  it,  but  I  cannot  say 
that  I  have  made  progress. 

EXAMINERS  AND  CUSTOMS 
OFFICERS. 

Mb.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whitechapel) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
'Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether, 
at  the  recent  test  examination 
for  forty  vacancies  on  the  grade 
<^  First  Class  Examining  Officers 
of  Customs  the  usual  Civil  Service 
method  of  calculating  the  marks  on  the 
aggregate  was  adopted,  thus  giving  each 
candidate  the  full  benefit  of  the  total 
marks  gained,  or  whether  a  very  high 
maximum  was  made  obligatory  in  each 
branch  of  practical  knowledge,  thereby 
contributing  to  the  anomalous  result  of 
successful  candidates  obtaining  less 
marks  than  unsuccessful  candidates ; 
whether  the  system  of  awarding  marks 
has  operated  to  the  detriment  of  the 
senior  experienced  officers  and  the  pro- 
motion of  a  large  number  of  junior 
officers,  whom  the  Board  of  Customs 
have  since  found  it  necessary  to  place 
on  three  months'  probation,  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  those  practical  duties 
which  should  have  formed  the  subject 
of  the  examination;  and  whether  there 
is  any  objection  to  the  publication  of 
the  marks  awarded  at  the  examination  ? 


*Mb.  GOSCHEN:  At  the  recent  test 
examination  for  promotion  from  the 
second  to  the  first  class  of  Examining 
Officers  in  the  Customs,  the  five  sub- 
jects in  which  the  candidates  were  ex- 
amined were  all  of  a  practical  nature, 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  re- 
quired that  candidates  to  be  successful 
should  qualify  in  each  of  the  five  sub- 
jects, a  knowledge  of  all  of  whieh  is 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  fill  effi- 
ciently the  position  of  Examining 
Officer,  first  class.  The  qualifying 
number  of  marks  fixed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs  was  three-fifths  of 
the  maximum  number  in  each  of  the 
five  subjects,  together  with  an  aggre- 
gate of  two-thirds  of  the  total  maximima 
obtainable.  Successful  candidates  have 
in  some  cases  obtained  a  number  of 
marks  less  tn  the  aggregate  than  un- 
successful candi^tes  who  failed  in  one 
or  more  of  the  subjects.  The  system 
of  awarding  marks  has  not  operated  to 
the  detriment  of  the  senior  experienced 
officers,  inasmuch  as  only  one  officer 
who  quaUfied  in  all  the  subjects  failed 
to  obtain  the  aggregate  number  of 
marks.  The  whole  of  the  successful 
candidates,  without  reference  to  their 
position  in  the  examination  or  their 
service  and  previous  experience,  were 
placed  on  probation  for  three  months. 
It  is  not  the  practice,  either  in  the 
Customs  or  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, to  publish  the  marks  awarded 
to  candidates,  successful  or  unsuccess- 
ful,- at  Departmental  examinations, 
and  the  Board  of  Customs  do  not  re- 
commend any  departure  from  this 
practice. 

CHRISTY  HOSPITAL. 
Mb.  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  proposal  to  remove  the  Boyal 
Foundation  of  Christ's  Hospital  to  such 
a  distance  from  London  as  would  inflict 
hardships  on  the  relations  of  the 
children  to  be  benefited,  and  might 
considerably  diminish  the  value  of  the 
reformed  institution ;  whether  he 
will  inform  the  House  by  whom  and 
to  whom  such  a  proposition  has  been 
submitted;  and  whether  the  Metro- 
politan Members  will  be  afforded  an 
oi^rtunity  of  expressing  their  views 
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before  any  final  decision  as  to  site  is 
arrived  at. 
*SiB  W.  HART  DYKE  :  I  have  no 
knowledge  oi  the  ciroamatances  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  bnt  if  he 
will  look  at  Section  65  of  the  scheme 
he  will  see  that  the  initiative  in  the 
matter  is  reserved  to  the  Court  of 
Almoners,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Charity  Commissioners. 

IRISH  BOARDS  OF  GUARDIANS. 

SirGEOBGBTEEVELYAN  (Gla8- 

g>w,  Bridgeton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hief  Se(u:6tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  would  grant  a 
Betum  of  the  number  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  dissolved  by  the  Government 
since  and  inclusive  of  the  year  1880, 
with  a  statement  of  the  reason  in  each 
case? 

Mr.  JACKSON  ;  I  have  no  objection 
to  granting  the  Betum  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  it,  but  I 'think  it 
would  be  a  little  more  complete  if  it 
included  th(»e  Unions  which  have  been 
warned  and  not  merely  those  which 
have  been  dissolved. 

SiE  GEORGE  TREVELYAN:  I 
am  quite  ready  to  take  it  in  that  form. 

REMUNERATION  OP  PRISON 
WARDERS. 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  foi-  the  Home  De- 
partment if  he  will  grant  to  the  "  prin- 
cipal "  warders  and  "chief"  warders 
of  Her  Majesty's  convict  prisons  the 
same  relative  advantages  in  regard  to 
an  increase  of  salary  and  pension  on 
retirement  which  have  been  recently 
accorded  to  the  subordinate  prison 
officers,  including  clerks  and  school- 
masters ? 

The  SECBETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
chief  warders  and  principal  warders  of 
Her  Majesty's  convict  prisons  have 
just  received  an  addition  to  their 
maximum  pay.  The  advantages  given 
to  assistant  warders,  clerks,  and  school- 
masters on  account  of  delay  in  pro- 
motion are,  from  the  circnmstances  of 
the  case,  not  appUcable  to  those  who 
have  already  reached  the  rank  of  chief 
or  principal  warder. 

Mr.  CausUm 


THE  IRISH  HAILS. 

Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALY(Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  is  now  prepared  to  give 

any  figures  showing  the  relative  volume 
of  the  mails  sent  from  Dublin  to  Cork, 
including  the  American  Mails,  as 
compared  with  the  mails  from  Dublin 
to  Belfast? 

*SiB  JAMES  FERGUS80N :  A  Be- 
tum has  now  been  furnished.  It  shows 
the  volume  and  weight  of  the  Inland 
Mails  conveyed  to  and  from  Dublin  on 
the  Great  Northern  and  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Bailways  during  one 
week  to  be  respectively  as  follows : — 
Great  Northern — Number  of  bags, 
2,439;  weight,  28  tons.  Great  Southern 
and  Western — Number  of  bags,  2,591 ; 
weight,  28^  tons.  This  is,  of  course, 
exclusive  of  the  mails  carried  imi  Stran> 
raer.  During  the  same  week  the- 
volume  and  weight  of  the  American 
Mails  conveyed  both  ways  between 
Dublin  and  Queenstown  were  respec- 
tively— Number  of  bags,  1,117;  weight, 
35  tons ;  while  the  weight  and  volume 
of  the  Canadian  Mails  carried  both 
ways  between  DubUn  and  London- 
derry were — Number  of  bags,  194 ; 
weight,  2  tons.  The  figures  as  regards 
the  Foreign  Mails  of  course  vary  much 
from  week  to  week. 


Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer - 
whether  any  decision  has  been  come  to 
by  the  Treasury  as  regards  the  sum  re- 
quired by  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  improve  the  mail  service  between 
Dublin  and  Cork  ;  and,  if  not,  when  it 
is  likely  that  a  definite  reply  can  be 
given? 

-Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Negotiations  are 
in  progress  on  this  subject,  and  I  hope 
that  a  definite  decision  will  be  given 
before  long. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  When  can  I  repeal 
the  question  ? 

'''Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  In  a  week's  time. 
Negotiations  are  now  going  on,  and  a 
decision  will  probably  be  given  before 
that  time. 
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ESCORTINO  AND  ATTBNDINQ  HUBH 
JUDGES. 

Mb.  O'KBEFFE  (Limerick  City) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  GenertJ  for 
Ireland  if,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  Irish  Mayors  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  Commissions  of  Assizes 
in  Ireland  and  the  Irish  Jadges  have 
refused  to  Imichwith  the  High  Sheriffs, 
he  will  direct  the  discontinuance  in 
fatore  of  cavalry  escorts  with  trum- 
peters, sentries  at  their  lodgings,  and 
escorting  and  attending  Judges  in 
Ireland  at  ensuing  and  future  Assizes  ? 

The  ATTOKNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  I  have  no  information,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  on  the  subject  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question ;  but  I  may 
say  that  the  matters  referred  to  in  it 
are  entirely  outside  my  province,  and  I 
have  DO  power  to  give  such  directions 
as  are  suggested  in  the  question. 

THE  MALTESE  MARRIAGE  LAW. 

Mb.  wood  all  (Hanley) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  marriages,  be- 
tween parties  of  whom  one  at  least  is 
a  British  subject,  can  now  be 
solemnised  in  the  Island  of  Malta 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
•*  The  Marriage  Act,  1890,"  and  "  The 
Foreign  Marriage  Act,  1891 "  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  de  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
tetb) :  The  Secretary  of  State  is  ad- 
vised that  such  marriages  cannot  be  so 
solemnised,  as  no  officer  in  Malta  has 
been  authorised  to  solemnise  marriages 
under  those  Acts. 

Mb.  WOODALL:  Have  they  no 
power  under  the  last  Act  ? 

Babon  H.  de  WORMS  :  That  ques- 
tion involves  a  very  important  legal 
question.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  put  the  question  to  the  Attorney 
General. 

Me.  WOODALL :  I  wiU  do  so.  I 
also  intend  to  call  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject when  we  come  to  the  Marriages 
Abroad  Bill,  which  is  down  for  Second 
Beading  to-day. 


Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 


Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  engf^e- 
ments  or  undertakings  given  to  the 
Holy  See  as  to  the  Maltese  Marriage 
Law  and  the  other  matters  broached 
by  Sir  Lintom  Simmons  at  the  Vatican 
have  been  fulfilled,  or  has  any  remon- 
strance been  received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  their  non-fulfil- 
ment? 

Mk.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The  under- 
taking  given  to  the  Pope  by  Sir  Lin- 
tom Simmons  that  a  Bill  to  regulate 
the  civil  effects  of  marriages  in  Malta 
would  be  introduced  in  the  Colonial 
Council  of  Government  has  not  yet  been 
fulfilled.  Before  determining  the  form 
of  the  proposed  legislation  Her  Majesty's 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  obtain 
fuller  information  as  to  the  existing 
Marriage  Law  of  Malta;  and  in  view 
of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  high  autho- 
rities they  have  thought  it  right  to  sub- 
mit certain  questions  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council.  The  case  for  submission  to 
the  Judicial  Committee  is  being  finally 
revised  by  the  Crown  Advocate  of 
Malta.  The  only  other  undertaking 
related  to  the  surrender  by  theGovern- 
ment  of  the  collation  of  certain  eccle- 
siastical benefices  in  Malta,  and  this 
has  been  fulfilled  as  far  as  vacamnes 
have  occurred.  No  such  remonstrance 
has  been  received  as  to  the  non-fulfil- 
ment of  the  undertakings. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  May  I  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  Sir  Lintom  Sim- 
mons represented  to  the  Holy  See  that 
there  would  be  such  a  difiiculty  in  ful- 
filling the  promise  that  for  two  years  it- 
would  remain  unfulfilled  ? 

Mr.  LOWTHER  :  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not inform  the  hon.  Member.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  put  a  further  ques- 
tion down  I  will  look  into  the  Papers. 
on  the  subject. 

INTERNATIONAL  SANITARY  CON- 
FERENCE AT  VENICE. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the- 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  Protocols  submitted  by  the 
British  Government  to  the  Intema- 
tional  Sanitary  Conference  at  Venice, 
and  the  Protocols  and  Report  of  the 
Conference? 
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*Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  Negotia- 
tions in  connection  with  the  matters 
•discussed  at  the  International  Sanitary 
Conference  are  still  proceeding,  and 
until  they  are  concluded  it  would  be 
very  undesirable  to  lay  the  Papers 
asked  for. 

Db.  TANNER:  In  view  of  the 
distinct  proposals  made  by  the  British 
Government  in  these  Protocols,  will 
the  bon.  Gentleman  undertake  to  lay 
them  on  the  Table  ? 

*Mb.  LOWTHER:  I  cantaot  under- 
take to  lay  them,  because  the  negotia- 
tions are  still  goiiu;  on  with  regard  to 
the  questions  which  were  discussed  at 
the  Conference,  and  it  would  not  be 
proper  that  part  of  the  discussions  and 
of  the  results  arrived  at  should  appear 
without  the  whole  appearing. 

PUBLIC   MEETINGS   IN  IRISH 
NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  timothy  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  the  recent  Besolution  of 
this  House,  declaring  that  public 
meeting  should  be  permitted  in  schools 
in  receipt  of  State  aid  has  been  com- 
municated to  the  Board  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  ;  and,  if  not,  will 
the  Government  inform  the  Board  that 
managers  who  may  permit  meetings  or 
■conventions  during  the  coming  election 
to  be  held  in  their  schools  should  now 
incur  no  censure  nor  run  any  risk  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  grants  ? 

Mb.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Safi&on 
Walden) :  Before  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  answers  that  question,  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  wnether  the 
Bill  which  has  been  issued  this  morning 
dealing  with  elementary  schools  in 
connection  with  this  subject  is  to  apply 
to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON;  I  have  made 
inquiry,  and  I  understand  it  does  not 
Apply  to  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Why  not  ? 

Mk.  JACKSON :  The  BiU  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools  Bill,  which,  I  believe,  has 
just  been  circidated.  I  have  no 
objection  to  communicate  to  the 
National  Board  of  Education  a  copy 
•of  the  Besolution  passed  by  the  House, 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it  desir- 
itble;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  they 


have  any  power  to  give  effect  to  it,  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  probably  aware 
that  there  is  a  r^^ulation  which  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  spools,  either  vested 
or  non-vested,  in  Ireland  for  political 
purposes ;  and  I  do  not  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  commonicating 
the  Resolution  to  them.  I  have  no 
objection  to  that,  but  I  do  not  think  they 
have  any  power  to  enforce  it. 

Mb.  HEALY :  This  is  not  a  matter 
of  my  desire,  but  of  the  intention  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  wi^  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
has  Ustened  to  the  statement  which 
has  just  been  made,  and  why  it  is  tiiat 
this  Resolution  is  not  to  be  given 
effect  to  as  regards  Ireland,  because  the 
Bill,  as  I  understand,  which  has  jost 
been  circulated — I  have  not  seen  it 
myself — does  not  apply  to  Ireland? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  do  not  think  it  was 
intended  that  the  BiU  to  be  introduced 
on  this  subject  should  apply  to  Ireland, 
because  the  whole  course  of  education 
in  Ireland  has  been  actually  and 
historically  very  different  from  that 
which  obtains  in  this  country.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  would  be  compulsory 
power  to  compel  managers  of  schools 
in  Ireland,  whether  they  Uked  it  or  not, 
to  open  their  schoolsforpublic  meetings. 
My  own  impression  is  that  when  they 
came  to  consider  the  matter  they  woolcl 
not  only  not  desire  it,  but  stron^y 
object  to  it. 

Mb.  HEALY :  That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. The  question  is,  this  House 
passed  a  BiBsolution  with  regard  to 
schools  in  the  three  Kingdoms,  which 
the  Government  consented  to  give  effect 
to  in  a  BiU  ;  but  that  BiU  is  now  before 
the  House  and  it  excludes  Ireland,  and 
my  question  to  the  Government  is  this 
— wnether  the  Resolution  wiU  be  com- 
municated to  the  Board  of  Natiooal 
Education  in  Ireland ;  and  whether 
their  attention  will  be  drawn  to  it,  or 
whether  the  BiU  shaU  be  made  to  Kp^y 
to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  BALFOUB:  At  the  time  that 
this  Besolution  was  passed  by  the 
House,  neither  by  the  Mover  nor  the 
Seconder,  nor  by  any  single  gentleman 
whatever,  was  there  any  reference 
made  to  Ireland.  There  was  not  ft 
word  said  about  Ireland. 
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Mb.  HEALY  :  I  ask  the  ri^t  hon. 
GentlemaD  will  he,  or  will  he  not, 
communicate  to  the  Irish  National 
Education  Board  a  copy  of  the  Besolu; 
tion  which  was  passed  for  the  three 
Kingdoms  by  this  House  ? 

Mr.  BALFOUR:  If  it  were  com- 
municated it  would  have  no  effect,  and 
I  see  no  reason  to  make  a  communica- 
tion which  would  have  no  effect. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Then  I  will  block  the 
BiU. 

LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  IN  IRELAND. 

Dr.  TANNEB:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  how  many  labourers'  cot- 
tages with  allotments  have  been  pro- 
vided under  the  Labourers'  (Ireland) 
Acts  in  the  counties  of  Tyrone  and 
Antrim  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  No  labourers'  cot- 
tages have  been  provided  or  authorised 
in  County  Tyrone.  In  County  Antrim 
twenty-six  have  been  authorised,  of 
which  twelve  were  built  at  the  date  of 
the  latest  Betum — 31st  March  last. 

Db.  TANNER  :  I  have  not  been  able 
to  catch  one  word  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  has  said^ 


Mb.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he  state  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  have  refused  to  grant  the  Mullin- 
gar  Town  Commissioners  a  further 
loan  for  the  erection  of  artizans  dwell- 
ings, although  Section  99  of  "  The 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,"  empowers  the  Commissioners, 
although  they  are  not  an  Urban  Sani- 
tary Authority,  to  borrow  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  erection  of  artizans 
dwellings ;  and  whether  as  the  labour- 
ing Classes  and  Lodging  Houses  Acts 
have  been  already  adopted  by  the  Com- 
missioners and  that  those  Acts  have 
been  repealed  by  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  they  can  proceed 
under  Section  102,  Part  VII.  of  the 
latter  Act  to  complete  their  scheme  for 
the  erection  of  those  dwellings  ? 

Sib  JOHN  G0R8T  (who  replied) : 
The  Board  of  Public  Works  refused  to 
make  the  loan,  because  they  are  advised 
that  the  lending  power  given  them  by 
the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act  is 


limited  to  lending  to  Sanitary  Authori- 
ties. It  is  open  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners to  apply  to  be  constituted 
an  Urban  Sanitanr  Aufihority  under 
Section  7  of  «  The  Public  Health  Act.*" 
Mb.  TUITE  :  If  the  Commissioners- 
are  prevented  from  proceeding  under  the- 
powers  of  the  old  Act,  the  Artizans- 
Dwellings  Act,  are  they  not  entitled  to- 
complete  their  scheme  under  "The 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act» 
1890  ?  " 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  I  understand' 
that  the  l^al  advice  given  to  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works  is  different,  and  that, 
they  cannot. 

KILCBOHAKE  KELIEF  WOBES. 
Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  WO  :  I  beg^ 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasiu*y 

if  he  is  aware  that  a  man  named 
Eugene  Sullivan,  who  worked  on  the 
relief  works  at  Kilcrohane,  County 
Cork,  was  dismissed  from  his  employ- 
ment by  Mark  Tobin,  a  bailiff  to  Mr. 
W.  S.  Bird,  J. P.,  but  was  subsequently 
employed  on  promise  to  pay  Mr,  Bird, 
his  landlord,  one  year's  rent ;  whether 
Mr.  Bird  gave  a  letter  in  the  following 
terms : — "  Corporal  Dixon,  ^you  may 
employ  Eugene  SnUivan'.';  and  if  he 
will  explain  how  Mr.  Bird  was  em- 
powered to  control  the  relief  works  at- 
Kilcrohane  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  circum- 
stances to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  occurred  fifteen  months  ago. 
They  were  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Irish  Government  at  the  time,  and 
were  promptly  dealt  with.  They  are 
not,  however,  accurately  described  in 
the  hon.  Member's  question.  It  is  a 
fact  that  Sullivan  was  employed  on 
the  relief  works  under  Tobin,  who  acted 
as  ganger,  and  that  on  Mr.  Bird's  sug- 
gestion he  was  removed  from  the 
works.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  Mr. 
Bird  subsequently  wrote  a  note  autho- 
rising his  re-employment,  which  had 
also  been  recommended  by  the  Reliev- 
ing Officer.  He  emphatically  denies 
that  anything  was  said  about  the  pay- 
ment of  rent.  Mr.  Bird  had  no  rigfit 
or  authority  to  interfere  in  the  manner 
in  which  he  did,  and  he  expressed  his 
regret  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who 
accepted  his  apology.  The  ganger 
Tobin  was  also  probably  to  blame,, 
and  he  was  superseded  in  that  capacity 
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■hy  a  constable  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary. 

Me.  FLYNN  {Cork,  N.) :  I  wish  to 
■ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
it  has  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
authorities  in  Kilcrohane  that  this  man, 
after  having  been  dismissed  because 
he  owed  rent  to  the  magistrate,  was 
afterwards  re-employed  on  the  m£u;i8- 
trate'e  recommendation,  on  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  pay  a  large 
portion  of  that  rent  out  of  his  wages  ? 

Mr.  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir.  I  do  not 
think  there  were  any  recommenda- 
.tions  of  that  kind. 

ACCESS  TO  SCOTCH  MOUNTAINS. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  {Aberdeen- 
shire, "W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  the  Access  to 
Mountains  (Scotland^  (No.  2)  Bill  will 
be  printed  and  circulated  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  had 
notice  of  the  following  question : — 
To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury when  the  Access  to  Mountains 
(Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill,  brought  in  and 
read  a  first  time  upon  Thursday  last, 
will  be  printed  and  distributed  to 
Members? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  T  under- 
stand from  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  the  Bill  will  be 
presented  before  Thursday. 

THE   INDIAN  BUDGET. 

Mb.  SBYMOUR  KEAY  (Elmn  and 
Nairn) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  the  Indian 
Budget  will  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee during  the  present  Session  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  rather 
premature  to  say  when  the  Indian 
Budget  will  be  considered. 

IMMIGRATION   OF  PAUPER  ALIENS. 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  the 
Government  propose  to  fulfil  the 
undertaking  which  they  gave  with 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
for  regulating  the  immigration  of 
pauper  aliens  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
jiot  Able  to  name  the  precise  day  at 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 
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this  moment.  The  question  is  under 
the  active  consideration  6f  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  thought  necessary 
to  institute  inqairies  not  only  at  home, 
but  abroad,  before  giving  definite  shape 
to  the  measure. 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  Arising  out  of 
that  answer  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  Bill 
wm  be  introduced  before  Whitsuntide, 
and  I  should  also  like  to  ask  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment will  afford  an  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  the  subject,  either  by 
obtaining  the  withdrawal  of  the  notice 
which  stands  on  the  Paper  in  the 
name  of  my  hon.  and  giUlant  Friend, 
or  by  some  other  way  in  which  the 
subject  might  be  brought  forward  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  right 
hon.  Friend  has  told  the  House  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  say  exactly 
on  what  day  the  Bill  may  be  intro- 
duced. But  I  can  assure  my  right 
hon.  Friend  that  ample  opportunity 
will  be  given  for  the  discussion  of  the 
subject. 

THE  FLOORINU   OF  THE  CENTRAL 
HALL. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dubho 
Co.,  8.) :  I  beg  to  ask  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
rising  of  the  tiles  in  the  Central 
HaU? 

.  Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  I  am 
informed  that  the  rising  and  breakage 
of  the  tiles  at  the  south-east  side  of 
the  Central  Hall  was  produced  by  the 
expansion  of  the  tiles  and  their 
settings  causing  tbe  surface  of  the 
floor  to  rise  about  six  inches  in  the 
shape  of  a  small  arch.  This  was  the 
result  of  the  pouring  of  the  rays  of  a 
very  hot  sun  through  an  open  case- 
ment, and  of  their  falling  directly  upon 
a  portion  of  the  floor  affected.  The 
expansion  may  probably  also,  to  some 
extent,  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  ornamental  centre  of  the 
Hall  has  been  recently  re-laid  in 
cement,  which  would  probably  swell  in 
setting,  and  so  produce  pi-essure  on 
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the  portion  of  the  tiling  which  was 
Ufbed.  Such  occurrences  are  not 
unknown  to  persons  experienced  in 
tiling,  but  in  this  case  upheaval  took 
place  to  an  unusual  extent.  The 
necessary  repair  has  been  tern- 
potarily  effected,  and  hon.  Members 
may  rest  assured  that  the  bed  of 
cement  from  whicb  the  tiles  lifted  was 
almost  intact  and  that  the  defect  is 
only  superficial,  and  can  be  permanently 
made  good  at  small  cost. 

Sm  THOMAS  ESMONDE  :  Then 
there  is  no  suggestion  that  it  was 
■cAosed  by  dynamite  ? 

POOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE. 

Mr.  JOHN  GATHORNE-HARDY 
•(Kent,  Medway) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  a  question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  notice. 
It  is  whether  he  cannot  modify  the 
restrictions  imposed  in  consequence  of 
the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  and  whe- 
ther he  considers  them  any  longer 
necessary  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Siitingboume? 

The  PRESIDENT  or  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  In  reply  to  my 
hon.  Friend,  I  regret  to  inform  him  that, 
although  the  ooimty  is  free,  I  believe, 
from  it  everywhere  else,  foot-and-mouth 
disease  continues  to  linger  most  obsti- 
nately in  the  district  of  Kent  imme- 
diately to  the  north  of  Sittingbourne ; 
and  for  some  reason  or  other  which  I 
atn  unable  to  fathom  at  present,  not- 
withstanding every  effort  and  the 
most  stringent  precautions,  we  have 
failed  in  arresting  its  progress. 
Cnder  these  circumstances,  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  give  an  undertaking 
to-day  to  carry  out  any  modification 
of  the  restrictions  imposed ;  but  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  annoyance  which 
they  cause,  and  to-morrow  the  head  of 
the  Veterinary  Department,  Professor 
Browne,  accompanied  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
will  visit  the  district  by  my 
-direction  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  investigating  and  reporting — 
first,  what  measures,  if  any,  can  be 
taken  for  the  eradication  of  the 
disease ;  and,  secondly,  whether  any 
modification  of  the  restrictions  can  be 
mode  with  due  regard  to  the  safety  of 


the  rest  of  the  county  ?  As  soon  as  I 
get  the  Report  of  these  gentlemen  I 
hope  to  make  a  further  obmmunication 
on  the  subject. 

TAKING   PHEASANTS'   AND  PABT- 
BIDUES*  BOOS. 

Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  thecaee  of  George  Waller 
and  Charles  Street,  both  of  Hitchin, 
who  were  recently  convicted  by  the 
Iws&l  magistrates  of  unlawfully  taking 
pheasants'  and  partridges'  eggs,  in 
which  case  the  tines  impeded  amounted 
in  all  to  £145 ;  whether  there  is  any 
precedent  for  such  a  penalty ;  and 
whether  he  will  use  such  power  as  he 
possesses  to  obtain  a  mitigation  ?  Per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  add  this — whether  he  has 
received  a  Memorial  in  favour  of  the 
prisoners  signed  by  upwards  of  one 
thousand  persons,  some  amongst  them 
being  magistrates  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  Memorial  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers,  but  I  have  received 
a  Report  from  the  Clerk  to  the 
Magistrates  concerning  this  case. 
The  prisoners,  one  of  whom  was  the 
landlord  of  a  public-house,  were  con 
victed  of  being  in  unlawful  poaaeasion 
of  235  partridges'  eggs  and  forty-five 
pheasants'  eggs  unlawfully  obtained, 
and,  in  default  of  payment  of  the  fine 
of  £70  allowed  by  the  Statute,  were 
each  sentenced  to  two  months*  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour.  The 
prisoners  at  the  trial  were  tried 
separately,  and  were  each  defended. 
The  m  agistratea  informed  them  of 
their  right  to  appeal  to  QuEirter 
Sessions,  and  allowed  them  seven  days 
to  pay  the  fine  and  to  obtain  advice  as 
to  the  steps  they  should  take.  I  am 
not  aware  whether  there  is  any  pre- 
cedent for  the  amouat  of  penalties,  but 
I  should  think  that  the  number  of  eggs 
stolen  is  unprecedented.  I  am  informed 
chat  in  the  neighbourhood  in  question 
a  regular  system  exists  by  whicb  well- 
known  receivers  of  this  stolen  property 
employ  and  give  ^ood  prices  to  small 
receivers  in  the  villages,  who  in  their 
turn  employ  men  and  boys  to  obtain 
the  eggs.  The  fines,  in  case  of  con- 
viction, are  in  most  cases  paid  by  the 
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principal  receiver.  I  am  told  that  in 
this  case,  had  the  penalty  not  exceeded 
£20,  it  would  have  been  paid  by  a 
receiver.  The  two  magistrates,  who 
are  gentlemen  of  considerable  experi- 
ence in  ma^sterial  work,  held  the  case 
to  be  folly  proved,  and,  upon  the  infor- 
mation now  before  me,  I  see  no 
anfficient  ref»on  for  any  interference 
with  the  sentence  which  m  the  exercise 
of  their  discretion  they  have  imposed. 

Mb.  PICTON:  In  view  of  the 
amount  of  excitement  which  has  been 
created  in  the  neighbourhood,  may  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
anything  was  proved  but  that  these 
were  in  the  possession  of  these 
men,  whether  these  men  did  not  give 
a  straightforward  account  of  their 
coming  into  possession  of  them  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  business,  as  parcels 
the  contents  of  which  they  did  not 
know ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  when 
the  case  was  tried  three  of  their 
employers  were  in  Court  ready  to  give 
evidence  as  to  character,  but  that  they 
were  not  allowed  to  by  the  Magis- 
trates on  the  ground  that  character  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case  ;  and  also 
whether  Street  is  not  an  elderly  man 
with  an  unbroken  character,  and  whe- 
ther he  has  not  received  a  police 
notice  that  he  will'lose  his  licence  and 
livelihood  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  can  hardly  expect  me  to 
answer  a  number  of  questions  of  a 
minute  character  such  as  those,  of  which 
he  has  given  me  no  notice  whatever. 
I  have  looked  through  the  evidence  in 
this  case,  and  the  evidence  appears 
to  me,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  be 
absolutely  clear  upon  the  point 
as  to  how  the  prisoners  came 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  and 
that,,  so  far  from  their  having  given  a 
straightforward  and  true  account  of 
how  they  came  by  them,  one  of  the 
prisonera,  the  publican,  stated  that  he 
received  them  from  a  woman  whose 
name  he  mentioned,  and  that  woman 
when  called  as  a  witness  said  the 
statement  was  totally  untrue. 

SiE  WILFKID  LAWSON  (Cum- 
berland, Cockermouth) :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  what  class  of 
people  buy  these  eggs  ? 

Mr.  Matthems 


Me.  MATTHEWS:  As  to  what 
market  they  ultimately  come  to  I 
have  got  no  information ;  but  there 
appears  to  be  a  regularly-organised 
system  for  dealing  in  these  eggs. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  under  what  Statute  these  men 
were  convicted  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  The  Statute 
was  the  1  &  2  William  IV.,  under 
which,  I  think,  as  I  mentioned  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  being  in 
possession  of  the  eggs  unlawfally  is 
sufficient  to  convict. 

THE  VACCINATION  COMMISSION. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  (for  Mr. 
Morton,  Peterborough)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  in  view  of  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission on  Vaccination  in  their  recent 
Report,  he  can  see  his  way  to  re- 
commend Local  Authorities  to  refrain 
from  prosecuting  until  Parliament  has 
bad  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
before- mentioned  Report  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  It  would  be  an 
unprecedented  and  an  arbitrary  course 
of  conduct  on  my  part  to  recommend 
Local  Authorities  to  disregard  the 
provisions  of  the  unrepealed  law  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member, 
and  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  adopt  the 
suggestion.  ; 

THE  HAMPSHIRE  REGIMENT. 
Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  Basing- 
stoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary to  the  War  Office"  whether  the 
2nd  BattaUon,  Hampshire  Regiment, 
after  landing  at  Chatham  from  India  in 
1888,  was  sent  last  autumn  to  the 
Portsmouth  Garrison,  where  it  has  had 
no  barracks  of  its  own,  but  has  been 
separated  in  detachments  over  three  of 
the  Portsdown  forts,  and  also  at  Gos- 
port  and  Portsmottth,  in  consequence 
of  the  Boyal  Artillery  having  been 
given  the  vacant  Infantry  barracks  at 
the  latter  station ;  whether  this  ar- 
rangement has  been  costing  the  countn,' 
at  the  rate  of  £200  a  year  in  order  to 
bring  the  various  detachments  together 
for  regimental  and  other  parades  three 
times  a  week ;  and  how  much  longer 
a  state  of  afEairs  so  detrimental  to  le- 
oruiting  is  to  continue  ? 
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Mb.  BBODBICK:  Daring  the  re- 
oonstruotion  of  fiOme  of  the  barracks  at 
Portsmouth  there  has  been  difficulty  in 
tx>ncentrating  the  2nd  Battalion,  Hamp- 
shire Begiment,  and  four  companies 
have  unavoidably  been  quartered  in  the 
Portsdown  Forta  and  at  Gosport,  which 
has  involved  a  cost  of  about  ^10  for 
tolls  on  the  floating  bridge  when  they 
had  to  cross  to  Portsmouth  for  parades. 
Whatever  troops  may  be  at  Gosport 
have  to  cross  to  Portsmouth  for  field 
days,  and  tolls  have  to  be  paid.  When 
the  new  barracks  are  finished  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  divide  a  battalion 
as  in  this  instance. 

ALLEGED  INTIMIDATION  BY  THB 
FARMERS'  ALLIANCE. 

Mb.  E.  BOBBBTSON  (Dundee): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  statement,  in  the  Eastern  Daily 
Press,  of  26th  May,  by  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Jeasop,  Bector  of  Seaming,  to  the  effect 
that  three'of  his  parishioners  had  been 
dismissed  from  employment  by  the 
managers  of  the  Great  Eastern  Bail- 
way,  under  pressure  from  the  Farmers' 
Alliance;  and  whether,  as  the  facta 
stated  appear  to  disclose  a  jarimn  fcuiie 
ease  of  criminal  conspiracy  on  the  part 
of  the  Alliance,  he  can  nndertake  that 
an  inquiry  will  be  made  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  their  true  character  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHABO  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  question  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  not  given  me  sufficient  in- 
formation to  enable  me  to  answer  it.  If 
he  will  give  me  farther  particulars  I 
will  make  inquiry  on  the  matter. 

THE  EVICTION  OF  JAMES  DONNELLY. 

Mb.  KILBRIDE  (Kerry,  S.j :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
liieatenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  case 
of  James  Donnelly,  Bocktown,  who 
was  evicted  by  the  Magherafelt  Board 
of  Guardians  on  the  30th  inst.,  h^ 
heea  broo^t  nnder  lus  notice;  whe- 
ther the  Local  Government  Board 
have  communicated  vrith  the  Guardians 
rebuking  them ;  and  whether  the 
Guardians  had  a  legal  right  to  evict 
t  his  man,  and  what  action  the  Local 
Government  Board  intend  to  take  in 
the  matter  ? 

VOL.  V.         [VOUBTB  SBBIB8.] 


Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  Clerk  of  the 
Magherafelt  B<Mixd  of  Guardians  reports 
that  an  order  was  made  against 
Donnelly  directing  him  to  pay  £6  odd 
and  costs  within  six  months,  and,  as 
he  failed  to  comply  with  the  order,  his 
farm  was  sold.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  did  not  consider  that  they 
were  called  upon  to  interfere  in  the 
matter. 

POLLING  STATIONS  IN  SLIQO. 

.  Mb.  EILBBIDB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieateoaat 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
electors  of  the  Parishes  of  Geev^h 

and  Kimeetray,  County  Sllgo,  have  to  go 
seven  and  twelve  miles  to  record  th^ 
votes ;  and  what  steps  will  be  taken  to 
give  these  people  better  facilities  to 
record  their  votes  at  the  forthcoming 
General  Blection  ? 
•Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  district  pollinc 
stations  for  the  Parishes  of  Geevagb  ana 
Kimeetray  in  the  County  of  Sligo  wens 
fixed  in  1886  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Parliamentary  Begistration  (Ire- 
land) Act  of  that  year.  There  is  no 
power  to  alter  the  existing  district 
polling  stations,  except  on  a  resolution 
being  passed  by  the  Quarter  Sessions 
and  Justices  of  the  Peace  hamng  jurist 
diction  in  the  county. 

MULLINGAR  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mb.  TDITE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Lunatic  Asylums  has 
been  dravm  to  the  case  of  Thom<!» 
Garry,  late  land  steward  .to  the 
Mullingar  Lunatic  Asylum,  who  was 
recently  killed  by  a  horse,  the  property 
of  the  Governors  of  that  Institution  ; 
and  whether,  paving  regard  to  the  fact 
that  Garry  was  killed  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  die  Institution,  and  to  the 
numbw  of  vears  daring  which  he. 
faithfully  disdiai^ed  the  duties  of  his 
position,  any  compensation  will  .bO' 
given  to  his  yoimg  and  helplasa- 
f amily  ? 

-Mb.  JAGESOK  :  The  attention  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  As^dums 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Thomas 
Garry,  late  land  steward  to  -4^e 
Mullmgar  Lunatic  Asylum,  but  they, 
are  not  aware  of  any  power  under  the 
^  existing  law  by  which  such  compensa-" 
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tion  could  be  awarded  as  is  suggested, 
if  the  Board  of  the  Asvlum  had  p&ssed 
a  resolution  on  the  subject,  the  matter 
would  have  been  carefully  considered ; 
but  the  B<»u:d  dedined  to  pass  a  reso- 
lution, as  resident  mescal  supmn- 
tendent  had  himself  ofiered  appoint- 
ments to  the  children,  which  they, 
bowereTf  refused  to  accept. 

SCOTCH  LOCAL  TAXATION. 
Mb.  MABK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Lord  Advocate  a  ^u^- 
tion  of  whidi  I  have  given  him  private 
notice — namely,  whether  be  Is  able  to 
say  if  the  sums  payable  to  Parochial 
Boards  under  the  Education  and  Local 
Taxation  Belief  (Scotland)  Bill  will  be 
paid  during  the  current  flnanci)!il  ye&r, 
and  on  what  basis,  whether  on  popula- 
tion or  on  valuation,  or  both  ? 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
pBASSON,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  ,  With  regard  to  the 
latter  part  of  my  hon.  Friend's  ques- 
tion, I  cannot  say  more  than  that  if 
the  Bill  passes  in  its  present  shape  the 
basis  of  distribution  will  be  both  popu- 
lation and  valuation,  as  they  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
luid ;  and  as  r^ards  the  first  point, 
any  sum  that  may  be  allocated  to 
Parochial  Boards  will  be  paid  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  the 
moneys  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland ; 
but  that  may  not  necessarily  be  so 
early  as  the  close  of  the  present  financial 
year. 

DERBY  DAY  ADJOURNMENT. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  In 
view  of  the  faot  of  the  backward  con- 
dition of  Public  Business,  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hdn.  Gtentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
inieiidB  to  devote  to-morrow,  or  to  per- 
vaSi  to-morrow  to  be  devoted,  to  the 
oonsideration  of  the  horse  race  which 
takes  place  on  Wednesday,  and  whe- 
ther  the  Government  inteoid  allowing 
the  House  to  adjourn  over  Wedneeday 
for' the  purpose  of  attending  the  said 
horse  race  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
power  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  the 
^djoonnnsnt  for  the  Derby,  which  by 

3fr.  JaehiOit 


l<mg  custom  has  been  allowed  to  pre- 
cede all  other  business  of  the  day.  But 
I  would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  if  the  Motion  were  carried  the  Ion 
of  time  would  not  be  connected  in  any 
way  with  Grovemment  Business.  It 
would  only  afEsot  two  private  Members' 
Bills. 

Sm  WILFRID  LAWSON:  On  s 
point  of  Order,  may  I  respectfully  sek 
whether  the  notice  of  Amendment  to 
the  Motion  put  on  the  Paper  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stoclroort  ^fr.  Sydney 
Gedge)  is  in  order,  and  whether  it  can 
be  discussed? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  I  should  prefer  to 
mve  my  ruling  when  the  question  arises. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  not  in 
order  on  a  Motion  of  that  kind,  which, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House, 
lias  a  special  precedence  accorded  to  it, 
to  move  a  "  reasonable  "  Amendment, 
as  a  reason  why  the  Motion  shotild  not 
be  granted.  It  would  be  dragging  the 
House  into  the  discussion  of  a  question 
utterly  irr^vant  to  tbe  subject,  and  it 
might  lead  to  a  long  debate  on  a  ques- 
tion of  general  moruity  not  exclnsively 
oonneotod  with  the  Derby  Day. 

BUSINBBB  07  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  PICTON  :  Perhaps  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  be  good  enough  to 
answer  a  question  I  wish  to  put  to  him 
as  to  the  proceedings  afte^  Whitsun- 
tide. As  I  am  one  of  the  tmfortimate 
Members  who  have  their  Motions  pnt 
off  until  after  Whitsontlde,  I  should  be 
glad  if  he  would  say  whether  the 
Government  propose  to  take  the  whole 
of  the  time  of  the  House  after  Whit- 
suntide ?  It  would  at  least  pnt  us  oiit 
of  our  misery  if  he  would  be  good 
enough  to  say  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  the  full  time  of  the  House  after 
Whitsuntide  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  like 
to  give  a  specific  answer  to  &  question 
of  this  sort.  I  can  onl^  say  now.  and 
I  think  it  is  not  impossible,  that  I  shall 
have  to  ask  for  further  facilities  after 
Whitsuntide,  as  Governments  have 
been  obliged  to  ask  for  such  facilities 
on  previous  occasions.  Mv  own  experi- 
ence is  that  private  Memoers'  chances 
after  Whitsuntide  are  very  doubtful 
and  dnUoTxs* 
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SITTINGS  OF  THB  HOUSE—EXEMP- 
TION FBOM  THE  STANDING  ORDER.' 

BesolTed,  That  Ute  pooeedings  of  the  Com- 
anitte  of  Supply,  if  unoer  discuuion  at  TweWe 
4hia  Bi^t,  M  Dot  interrapted  under  the  pro- 
-vbioH  of  the  Btuding  Order, "  Sittingi  of  the 
floofe."— (JTn  A.  J.  Balfour.} 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT, 


:national  education  (ibelakd) 

BILU— (No,  234.) 
SBOOMD  BBAOING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

MoticMi  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
lime." 

(5.0.)  Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) : 
I  think  it  a  matter  of  great  regret  that 
the  GoTemment,  in  disre^rd  of  the  sug- 
^stions  which  were  made  to  them  at 
■An  early  stage  of  the  Session — sugges- 
tions approved  by  the  Irish  teachers 
■4uid  in  genersl  by  the  public  opinion  of 
Ireland — have  insisted  upon  treating 
in  this  Bill  two  subjecte  which  in 
principle  are  not  connected.  One  of 
these  subjects  is  the  allocation  and 
^distribution  of  a  money  grant,  and  the 
•other  is  the  application  of  the  leading 

Trinciples  of  compulsory  attendance, 
n  the  judgment  of  many  Irish 
Members  these  proposals  are  very 
-dissimilar  in  their  merits.  The  pro- 
posal to  allocate  a  money  grant  gives 
rise  to  no  dissent,  but  it  is  exceedingly 
inoonvenient,  upon  the  Second  Beading 
of  the  Bill,  to  be  obliged  to  determine 
between  disflimilar  proposals.  I  think 
the  Qovemttimt  wouldhave  acted  well 
if  they  had  adopted  the  suggestion  of 
-dividing  this  Bill  into  two — of  dealing 
in  one  Bill  with  the  money  grant, 
under  which  all  education  in  Ireland 
should  have  an  option,  and  in  the 
-other  dealing  with  the  question  of 
•  compulsory  attendance.  But  they 
have  jj^rofwred,  in  the  true  coercion 
■spirit,  to  try  and  indnee  or  compel  us 
to  govern  our  action  upon  the  Second 
B^tiig  of  the  Bill  by  reason  of  the 
foot  Uiot  the  Bill  contains  a  mon^ 
grant.  We  all  desire  to  iminxm  the 
position  of  the  national  teachers,  and  if 
the  Bill  only  concerned  their  position 
And  the  improvement  of  their  incomes 
it  might  pass  after  a  brief  debate. 


But  the  Bill  is  freighted  with  a  question 
of  prinoii^  of  even  greater  importaaoe, 
^d  I  hitve'  to  say  for  mysof  that  I 
cannot  yield  to  such  a  contrivance  as 
that  of  dealing  with  two  subjects 
which  are  not  connected  in  principle. 
I  shall,  therefore,  have  to  express  my 
opinion,  and  to  act  upon  my  opinion,  in 
regard  to  the  scheme  and  provision  for 
compulsion  as  if  it  were  the  only 
matter  in  the  Bill.  We  are  told  that 
a  great  financial  boon  is  about  to  be 
comerred  on  Ireland,  and  that  the  giving 
of  this  boon  aifords  an  opportumty 
for  doing  something  else.  As  to  the 
great  financial  boon,  I  cannot  foi^  that 
Ireland's  share  of  the  grant  last  year 
was  seized  and  taken  aom  us  to  make 
good  a  deficiency  caused  by  an  error 
of  the  Imperial  Treasury,  for  which 
Ireland  is  not  re^tonsible.  I  J^y  em- 
phasis on  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment, by  refusing  to  distribute  the 
whole  sum  available  for  education  in 
these  countries  in  proportion  to  average 
attendance,  have  reduced  and  cut  down 
the  share  iJlotted  to  Ireland  by  nearly 
£100,000  a  year.  As  to  the  great 
financial  boon,  if  your  scheme  is  oarried 
into  law,  I  venture  to  think  that  by  the 
time  the  salaries  of  clerks  and  officers 
are  paid — the  salaries  of  committees 
nommatod  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  costs  of  prosecutions,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  administration — Ireland  will 
be  no  gainer  by  the  great  financial 
boon,  but  will  rather  be  a  heavy  loser. 
As  to  the  financial  scheme  of  the  Bill, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that, 
having  £210,000  a  year  to  distribute, 
wluch  is  doable  the  amount  of  xdiool 
fees  collected  in  Ireland,  it  mi^t  have 
been  expected  that  you  would  so 
arrange  your  scheme  as  to  abolish  the 
school  fees  and  at  the  same  time  to  im- 
prove the  position  of  all  the  teachers. 
But  you  have  done  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  school  fees  are  not  to  he  abolished; 
a  considerable  amount  of  them  is  still 
to  be  collected,  and,  upon  the  oth^ 
hand,  the  inquiries  whitui  I  have  made 
leave  me  in  not  the  sli^test  doubt  that 
the  positicm  of  man^  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  will  be  injured  and  not  im- 
proved, and  that  the  Oatbolie  Bishops, 
who  speak  for  their  cle^ — and  their 
clergy  are  the  managers  of  two-thirds 
of  the  national  schools  in  Ireland — 
are  so  apprehensive  of  the  effect  of  the 
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great  finanoial  boon  upon  the  position 
of  many  of  the  teachers  that  they  ask 
you  to  allow  them,  in  this  Bill,  the 
same  option  allowed  to  England  by 
Section  1  of  the  Act  of  1891 — ^tne  option 
of  a  manager  to  determine  for  himself 
whether  be  will  accept  your  financial 
boon  at  all,  or  whether  he  will  continue 
to  apply  the  existing  system.  That 
claim  put  forward  on  the  part  of 
the  Bishops  does  not  indicate  that 
your  financial    scheme  can  be  re- 

fftrded  as  a  success.  The  only  other 
nancial  observation  I  will  make  is  this: 
that  the  convent  schools,  undeniably 
proved  by  the  official  records  to 
be  the  most  efficient  schools  in 
Irdand,  are  still  to  be  by  far 
the  most  poorly  paid.  A  grievous 
and  offensive  disparity  will  continue  to 
exist  as  to  the  mode  of  ^yment  of 
these  schools  in  comparison  with  others 
much  less  efficient,  and  I  have  to  in- 
form the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that  a  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  these  excellent 
schools  will  have  to  be  considered  in 
Committee.  The  financial  boon,  con- 
cerning which  I  have  said  these  few 
words  of  criticism,  is  offered  as  a  reason 
why  the  Government  should  ignore  our 
advice  and  seize  the  opportunity  which, 
they  say,  is  afforded  of  doing  some- 
thing else.  What  else  do  they  propose 
to  do  ?  They  propose  to  get  rid  of  the 
notorious  defects  of  the  system  of 
national  education  in  Ireland.  The 
existing  system  could  easily  be  im- 
proved, but  their  proposal  leaves  it  quite 
untouched.  The  fatal  error  of  the 
Party  opposite  in  dealing  with  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  consists  in  this — 
when  they  find,  or  think  they  find, 
anything  unsatisfactory  in  the  state  of 
that  country  they  conclude  that  the 
fault  is  not  in  themselves,  or  in  their 
system,  or  their  Boards,  but  with  the 
Irish  people.  I  say  that  in  this  case 
the  fault  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Irish 
people.  It  is  the  fault  of  your  system 
and  of  your  Board.  The  Party  opposite 
and  the  Government  now  in  power  do 
not  believe  in  attracting  the  people  of 
Ii-eland,  and  do  not  beueve  in  leading 
the  people  of  Ireland,  of  their  own 
wills*  to  do  what  is  considered  rif^t. 
They  prefer  to  drive  them  by  coercion. 
Coercion  ia  their  cme  sance  for  eveiy 
dish.   "Even  in  the  Land  Purchase  BiU 
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we  had  compulsory  treatment ;  in  the 
Local  Government  Bill,  which  is  dot 
a  thing  of  the  past — a  pathetic  or  oomi- 
cal  m«nory — there  was  to  be  a  com* 
pulsory  ejection  of  public  bodies  Iront 
office ;  and  in  the  BiU  before  us  there 
is  to  be  a  compulsory  attendance  at 
school.    You  propose  a  costly  scheme 
which,  in  my  judgment,  is  Ukely  to  be 
ineffectual  for  its  purpose ;  but  if  an 
Irish  Minister,  responsible  to  an  IriBh 
House  of  Commons  or  Legislature,  were 
called  upon  to  deal  vnth  this  question,, 
he  would  propose  a  scheme  which  would 
not  cost  one  penny,  and  which  in  the 
course  of  one  twelvemonth  would  give 
you   a    better    average  attendance- 
at   the  national  soho^  of  Ir^nd 
than  the  most  rigorous  conraolsion 
ever  secured  for  you  in  Great  Britain. 
Ton  may  ask  me  what  this  Irish 
Minister  would  do.    In  the  first  jAace,- 
he  would  put  some  life  into  the  Board 
of  Education.    That  Board  (although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  an  official 
exigency  which  I  respect,  spoke  (rf  it  in 
the  language  of  eulogy)  is  a  coterie  of 
ex-politicians,  including  many  rejected 
candidates — a  kind    of    museum  of 
relics ;  and  when  the  ricdit  hon.  Gen* 
tlemam  telle  us  that  that  Board  has  the 
confidence  of  the  Irish  people  h«  may 
as  well  talk  about  having  confidence  in 
a  collection  of  waxworks.    An  Irish 
Minister  would  put    life  into  that 
Board ;  he  would  put  on  it  sonoe  men 
of  pubhc  force,  of  enei^,  with  the 
faculty  of  initiative ;  and  that  step 
alone — the  creation  of  an  energetic 
Board,  acceptable  to  the  people,  or  even 
the  introduction    of   an  aec^qptabte 
element — would  work  a  m^cal  effect 
upon  the  questi<ni  of  attendanoe.  An 
Irish  Minister  would  propose  to  get  rid 
of  the  dry,  dull,  peoantio.  and  uiti* 
quated  text-books  of  the  present  Board, 
which  must  be  a  torment  to  the  unfor- 
tunate children  who  are  compelled  to- 
read  them ;  and  he  would  substitute 
others  suited  to  the  taste  and  genius  of 
the  country,  and  up  to  the  level  of  the 
time ;  and  this  he  would  accomplish  by 
the  very  easy  and  simple  method  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  absurd  mon<^ly 
which  the  Board  now  holds  in  the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  these  bot^s,  and  of 
making  in  Ireland,  as  in  England,  the 
supfdy  of  text-books  for  schools  a 
matter  of  pnblio  comp^kn.  An  Irish 
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Ministw  would  end  ^  "model" 
:Bohoola,  whioh  are  not  primary,  or 
•evea  mixed,  sehools,  and  whioh,  though 
you  eall  fchem  **  models, "  exhibit 
nothing  whatever  but  this — the  maxi- 
mum of  cost  with  the  minimum  of  use- 
ful result ;  and  the  money  which  would 
•be  saved  by  extinguishing  these  sf^ools 
might  be  -appUed  to  retdly  useful  and 
salutaiy  purposes.  It  would  be  soffi- 
•cient  to  provide  a  real  training  in 
•domestac  economy  for  the  girls  in  the 
aati«iial  schools  of  Ireland,  to  give 
the  in  the  towns  some  practical 
inetrooUon  in  mechanics,  and  the  boys 
in  ths  rural  districts  some  practical  in- 
^Btruotton  in  agriculture  ;  and — it  may 
-.seem  strange  to  the  House — it  would  be 
left  to  an  Irish  Minister  to  propose  that 
-a  few  thousand  poimds-a  year  should 
be  apphed  in  providing  a  good  fire  in 
winter  in  these  poor  schools  in  the 
West  of  Ireland,  where  hundieds  of  ill- 
fed  and  ill-clad  children  come  miles  in 
the  rainy  weather  and  sit  shivering  in 
ihe  cold  all  day.  By  that  modast,  un- 
ambitious programme  whioh  can  be 
-carrietl  out  on  the  savings  of  the 
-"model"  schools  of  Ireland,  at  the 
•end  of  only  one  twelvemonth  the  great 
naturti  love  of  the  Irish  people  for 
•eduoatien,  attracted  by  fair  conditions, 
would  procure  a  vastly  better  average 
.attendance  in  the  national  schools  of 
Ireland  than  you  ever  have  in  this 
wealthy  country  by  the  most  vigorous 
-systam  of  compulsion.  But  this 
■Government  prefers  to  rush  on  with 
•coercion  in  this  sphere  as  in 
•ereiy  othOT.  There  is,  however, 
Ji  previous  question  which  they  have 
ign<H:ed.  It  is:  Have  you  made  your 
system  what  it  ought  to  be,  have  you 
made  your  schools  as  useful  to  the 
people,  as  attractive  to  the  children  as 
you  ought  to  make  them  before  you 
resort  to  the  rash  experiment,  in  a 
country  holding  such  relations  with  you 
■as  Ireland  does  at  the  present  time,  of 
taroii^  the  school  into  a  lock-up  and 
^ving  to  the  sphere  of  primary  edu- 
cation a  compulsory  system  which 
vonldeertainlyhavetothe  Irish  people 
the  poisonous  savour  of  coercion  ? 
There  is  that  previous  question,  and  a 
duty  lies  upon  you  to  discharge  it  before 
you  resort  to  coercion  in  the  sphere  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland.  The 
Cathohc  Bishops  perceive  that  there  is 


a  previous  question.  I  presmnd  the 
ri^t  ham.  Gentleman  has  read  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Epieoopal  Standing  Com- 
mittee which  was  passed  a  month  ago. 
The  Catholic  Bishops  I  hold  to  be  com- 
petent witnesses  in  the  case.  What- 
ever success  your  primary  system  has 
achieved  in  Ireland,  in  spite  of  its 
various  and  notorious  shortcomings 
and  defeats,  is  due  in  the  main  to  the 
action  of  these  Bishops  and  their  clergy. 
They  have  done  more  for  education  in 
Ireland  than  the  promoters  of  tiiis  Bill, 
and  it  is  no  ofience  to  tiie  ri|^t  hon. 
Gtentleman  to  say  that  the  Catholio 
Bishops  of  Irelsjid  feel  a  deeper  in- 
terest than  any  British  administrator 
can  feel  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
their  own  people,  in  which,  of  course, 
educational  advancement  is  included. 
The  Catholic  Bishops,  the  value  of 
whose  testimony  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  deny,  say  that  the  most 
urgent  need  is  better  faciUty  for  edu- 
cation— that  you  ought  to  have  more 
sehools,  and  uiat  your  schools  should 
be  better  than  tliey  are.  They  point 
out  that  in  Ireland  there  is  no  com- 
pulsory power  for  the  acqoisitioh  of 
sites  for  schools  ;  and  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  as  he  did  in 
reply  to  a  question  to-day,  that  there 
are  7{X),000  "  places "  in  schools  in 
Ireland,  he  did  not  tell  us  how  near  these 
places  are  to  the  children.  The  mere 
statement  of  the  existence  of  these  places 
does  not  prove  that  there  is  sufficient 
and  suitable  accommodation,  because 
it  leaves  oat  the  vital  element  of 
the  distance  of  the  schools  fnun  the 
homes.  Why  have  you  denied  these 
compulsory  powers  to  Ireland,  and  why 
do  you  propose  to  proceed  to  coercion 
before  you  give  to  Ireland  these  facilities 
for  a  better  school  supply  that  you 
afforded  a  long  time  ago  to  England 
and  to  Scotland?  You  gave  these 
powers  to  England  in  the  principal 
Act — the  Act  of  1870 ;  you  gave  them 
to  Scotland  under  the  Act  of  1878. 
England  has  had  these  powers  for 
twenty-two  years;  Scothmd  has  had 
them  for  sixteen  years ;  they  have 
been  found  sufficient  in  both  conntrieSi 
but  up  to  the  present  moment  you  have 
never  given  to  any  authority  in  Ireland 
power  to  acquire  compulsorily  the  site 
for  a  school.  Now  let  me  luring  to  the 
notice  of  the  right  hon.  Cientleman  a> 
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ease  that  lately  oame  to  -my 
in  the  village  of  Bally^arrann.  In 
the  parish  of  Woodfoird,  m  the  Comity 
of  Qalmy,  there  were  a  nmnber  of 
ohildren  who  had  to  travel  fcmr 
mileB  in  order  to  reach  school. 
The  infants  and  children  of  tender 
age  cottid  not  make  the  jotimey. 
Application  was  made  to  your  Board 
of  Education.  The  Board  of  Education 
agreed  to  recognise  a  school  in  case 
they  obtained  a  lease  of  the  site  for 
a  term  of  ninety-nine  years.  The 
inhabitants  appHed  to  Lord  Clanrioarde 
for  the  site—a  site  upon  a  {nece  of 
barren  mountain  land  of  no  earthly  use 
to  Ijord  Clanricarde  or  anyone  eke  in 
tiiis  world.  Lord  Clanriotuxle  refused 
to  give  a  lease.  Between  your  Educa- 
tion Board  and  your  Irish  landlord 
the  people  went  to  the  wall,  and  the 
school  could  not  be  established.  The 
parish  priest  assembled  a  number  of 
peasants,  and  in  this  year  of  grace, 
towards  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  sixty  years  after  the  establish- 
ment of  your  system  of  national  educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  these  men  dug  sods, 
and  built  a  hedge  school.  A  teacher 
was  broi^ht  tiom  Tipperary,  and 
sixty  children  of  the  village  are  now  in 
attendance  at  that  school.  It  is  not 
rec<^i8ed  by  the  National  Board,  and 
the  people  are  trying  to  get  their  edu- 
cation as  they  got  it  in  the  penal  days 
when  you  made  all  education  a  crime. 
These  sixty  children  attending  every 
day  at  that  school  are  amongst  the 
110,000  Irish  children  who,  according 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  are  not  at 
school  at  all.  How  many  cases  of 
that  kind  may  be  found  existing  in 
Ireluid  ?  And  every  such  case  is 
exolnded  from  the  enumeration  and  these 
ohildren,  taking  the  best  advantage  they 
can  of  all  the  facilities  afforded  them, 
are  counted  as  amongst  the  absentees 
whose  absence  from  school  entitles  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  this 
proposal  of  compulsion.  Will  you 
give  compulsory  powers  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  sites  in  Ireland,  as  you  have 
nven  it  long  ago  to  England  and  tc 
Scotland  ?  The  Bishops  make  a  claim 
to  which  there  can  beno  answer  butcon- 
oession ;  and  the  Bishops  also  reraresent 
— and  I  think  with  conclusive  force — 
that  in  a  great  many  districts  in  Ireland, 
where  there  are  no  schools  sufficiently 
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convenient  to  the  homes,,  yon; 
ought  to  establish  infant  and  pre- 
paratory schools  which  would  enable 
mfants  and  children  of  tender  age  to 
attend.  Will  that  provision  be  made  ?* 
The  Bishops  also  represent  that  not- 
only  do  you  need  more  sohoc^  eon- 
veniently  situated,  but  that  yoor 
schools  should  be  improved,  and  they 
make  two  practical  suggestions  in  this- 
regard.  One  has  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  bulk  of  the  Irish  teachers  are 
still  xmtrained,  and  cannot  make  their 
schools  attractive  and  useful  as  teachers- 
who  are  trained  can  make  them,  and 
the  suggestion  is  that  you  idiould 
establisu  special  courses  of  training  for 
nntnuned  teachers  of  lon^  service^  and 
further  that  the  oi^uiisatioD  of  elasses- 
at  present  in  many  cases  lamentably 
defective  ought  to  be  attended  to  by 
a  staff  of  competent  experts.  I  think 
you  will  do  better  work  in  attending 
to  these  suggestions  of  the  Bishops 
made  with  the  fulness  of  their  know- 
ledge than  by  embarking  rashly  on  a 
system  of  compulsion  which,  if  enacted 
by  this  Parliament,  might  have  a. 
very  different  effect  in  Ireland  from 
what  it  would  have  in  this  park  of  the 
United  ELingdom.  The  Bishops  are 
not  wholly  opposed  to  compulsion.- 
They  favour  a  system  of  indirect  com- 
pulsion, and  their  language  in  this 
regard  is  well  worthy  of  close  attention. 
They  say  that  a  system  of  indirect 
compulsion  would  be  free  from  the  evils- 
and  hardships  which,  in  their  judgment,, 
would  be  inseparable  from  the  execu- 
tion of  your  scheme.  And  the  pro- 
posals which  they  make  are  these ;  that 
employment  should  be  restricted ;  and 
the  Bishops,  and  I  presume  the  (dergy 
for  whom  they  speak,  are  willing  to 
favour  a  more  stringent  proposal  upon 
the  restriction  of  employmeDt  than 
you  have  inserted  in  the  Bill.  They 
also  suggest  that  monitorships  and  all 
other  prizes  and  rewards  in  the  schools 
may  be  made  dependent  upcm  regular 
attendance.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  at  a  much  less  cost  than 
the  necessary  cost  of  your  sriieme  it 
would  be  possible  to  institnte  a  ^rstem 
of  prizes  and  rewards  whiek  womd  be 
more  effectual  in  securing  rejgnlar 
attendance  thui  any  scheme  of  com- 
pulsion. Id  one  respect  what  I  may 
call  direct  compulsion  is  favoured  by 
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the  Bishops,  and'they  hit  a  very  obvious 
and  grave  defect  in  yoor  scheme.  Long 
since  you  allowed  local  school  autho- 
rities in  England  and  in  Scotland  to 
develop  a  system  of  industrial  schools. 
There  is  no  such  proposal  in  this  Bill. 
The  Bishops  urge  the  establishment  of 
a  system  of  union  industrial  schools, 
to  be  used  for  certain  classes  of  children 
when  they  are  found  habitually  absent 
fromschooL  These  classes  are  destitute 
orphans,  deserted  children,  and  the 
ohildrm  of  vagrant  mothers.  And 
allow  me  to  point  out  to  you  that  even 
if  your  scheme  of  compulsory  attend- 
anoe  were  made  the  law  to-morrow 
it  would  not  touch  these  classes  of 
children,  because  the  parents  of  these 
children  are  dead,  or  they  axe  out  of 
reach,  and  no  person  could  be 
made  responsible.  So,  tiierefore,  it. 
is  clear,  whether  compulsion  is 
enacted  or  let  alone,  at  any  rate 
the  suggestion  put  before  you  by  the 
Bishops  is  one  that  deserves  atttention. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
read  the  Besolutions,  I  would  direct 
his  particular  attention  to  the  language 
of  the  Bishops  with  regard  to  the  com- 
pulsory' clauses  of  this  Bill.  They 
say — 

*'  ThecompulBoryolauset  of  th«  Bill  are  de- 
clared to  be  QDwarraoted  by  the  school  attend- 
snces  io  Irelaod,  and  ire  therefore  protest 
uainst  tfaem  as  a  gross  interference  with  the 
nghts  ot  parents.  They  an  particularly  op- 
posed to  toe  aatoral  feelings  of  our  people  and 
IB  tteir  results,  if  pssaed  into  law,  they 
ooiild  not  fail,  to  a  lat^e  extent,  to  render  the 
■ehools  UDpoiKilar,  to  restrict  the  period  sod 
the  extent  of  school  education  to  the  minimum 
required  by  the  Act,  and  to  reader  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  odious  in  Ireland.  We 
tbmnton  raspectfolly  and  nrgently  call  upon 
the  Goremment  to  remove  them  from  the 
BflL" 

Now,  that  is  the  unanimous  verdict  of 
a  very  re^nsibte  body  of  men  who 
have  done  great  service  in  Ireland,  and 
I  ask  for  it  the  most  careful  attention 
of  the  government.  But  \^hat  strikes 
me  most  in  connection  with  this  scheme 
is  that  the  time  is  most  inopportune  for 
it.  We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  a 
General  Election.  The  question  in  that 
election — substantially  the  only  ques- 
tion— will  be  that  of  the  future  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  When  the  electors 
have  decided  in  favour  of  Home  Rule 
it  must  be  evident  that  the  question  of 
Irish  education  could  be  more  effec- 


tually considered  by  the  Irish  Repre' 
sdntatives  than  by  any  other.  I 
therefore  submit  that  the  question  of 
compulsion — the  vital  question  of  oon> 
pulsion — in  the  sphere  of  primary  edu» 
cation  is  a  question  which  should 
properly  be  reserved  until  the  appeal 
to  the  people  has  been  made.  I  most  - 
add  that  the  scheme  is  unfortunate  in 
its  sponsors.'  The* Government  have 
applied  coercion  to  their  entire  sphere 
of  political  action ;  and  if  it  is  proposed 
to  apply  coercion  to  the  sphere  of 
education,  the  effect  will  be  to  kiU  the 
great  natural  love  of  the  Irish  people 
for  education  rather  than  to  improve 
school  attendance.  Although  you  ma^ 
secure  some  augmentation  of  attend- 
ances in  the  schools,  let  me  tell  you  that 
you  will  inflict  a  vital  blow  at  the  oanse 
of  education.  I  should  be  inclined  to 
lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  before 
you  can  successfully  apply  coercion  to 
the  question  of  education  in  Ireland 
you  must,  as  a  preliminary,  withdraw 
coercion  from  the  political  life  of  the 
country.  If  an  excellent  scheme  were 
put  before  us,  it  might  go  far  to  dis- 
pose of  these  objections,  but  this  is 
not  an  excellent  scheme.  It  is 
blemished  by  serious  excesses ;  it  is 
marred  by  the  most  lamentable  de- 
fects. The  whole  scheme  rests,  and  is 
made  to  rest,  upon  an  unfounded  im- 
putation— an  imputation  injurious  and 
offensive  to  the  people  of  Ireland — that 
the  parents  in  that  country  are  neglect- 
ful of  the  education  of  their  children.  I 
hope  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  will 
withdraw  that  imputation.  The  whole 
pivot  of  the  case  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  any  scheme  of  com- 
pulsion rested  upon  his  statement  that 
there  are  in  Ireland  110,000  or  120,000 
children  who  ought  to  be  at  school,  but 
who  are  not  there.  I  say  that  is  a  de- 
lusion. I  invite  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  look  at  home,  in  En^and, 
where,  on  the  testimony  of  the  Com- 
missioners, there  are  at  least  a  million 
of  children  whose  names  are  not  on  the 
school  registers.  There  are  no  such 
children  in  Ireland  from  which  I  am 
entitled  to  infer  that  Irish  parents  like 
to  educate  their  children.  Therefore,  I 
say  yoU'  should  make  education  in 
Ireland  attractive,  instead  of  com- 
pulsory. The  Reports  show  that  there 
were  20,000  attendances  more  in  Ire- 
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4ftnd  last  year  thaa  in  the  previons- 
year.  Thea^  by  the  strangest  of  all 
.poaaible  errors,  the  right  hon.  Gtontle- 
•man  omitted  from  his  eompibtions  all 
4he  ohildreu  of  schools  other  than 
national  schools.  He  omitted  alto- 
gether the  children  of  the  Church  Edu- 
cation Society  schools,  of  the  schools  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  and  of  other  re- 
ligious bodies  in  Ireland.  Now,  that 
was  a  gross — and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  not  so  amiaUe  a  man 
I  should  have  said  it  was  an  unpardon- 
able— error.  These  schools  represent 
attendances  of  not  less  than  60,000, 
Thioh,  added  to  the  30,000  increased 
attteodances  when  oomparing  the  years 
1889  and  1890,  and  others,  make  up  a 
total  of  80,000.  Therefore,  instead  of 
there  being  110,000  children  in  Ireland 
who  ought  to  be  at  school,  the  total  is 
less  than  one  per  cent.  Now,  will  anyone 
contend  that  the  di£ference  of  one  per 
ceat.  of  the  population  in  the  average 
attendance  in  Ireland  and  England 
affords  a  rational  or  tolerable  plea  for 
oompulsion?  Consider  that  England 
is  the  wealthiest  country  in  the  world, 
and  that  IreUmd  is  one  of  the  poorest ; 
conrider  that  the  population  of  Eng- 
land is  three-fourths  lai^er  than  that  of 
Breland,  and  that  the  schools  of 
England  are  at  the  doors  of  the 
children  ;  consider,  also,  that  the 
West  of  Ireland  children  suffer  from 
the  utmost  squalor,  that  they  are 
without  suitable  food  to  eat,  that  they 
are  without  decent  clothes  to  wear,  and 
that  they  are  subject  to  the  stormy 
weather  to  which  that  part  of  Ireland 
it  ps^ioularly  liable;  and  I  think  it 
most  be  admitted  that  even  if  com- 
palsicm  were  the  law  in  Ireland,  instead 
ci  the  voluntary  system,  the  difference  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  populationin  attend- 
ance in  England  and  Ireland  would  not 
be  a  matter  of  disgrace  to  Ireland.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  the  present  scheine 
rests  upon  an  assumption  that  is  un- 
founded, and  which  is  injurious  and 
offensive  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  I 
also  object  to  it,  because  it  inflicts  a 
great  injustice  on  certain  voluntary 
sohools.  They  had  grievances  before ; 
but  since  education  has  been  made 
free  their  ^evanoes  have  become 
intolerable.  Why  should  the  Christian 
&*others  have  been  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill  ?   They  are  recog- 
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nised  and  aided  by  all  classes,  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Bepartment,  and  by 
the  Education  Board.  They  are  pot 
under  ban  in  no  country  bat  .  Ireland. 
If  their  schools  were  in  England  thay 
would  be  recognised.  Why,  then,  are 
they  to  be  excluded  in  Ireland? 
Because  of  an  absurd  and  ludicrous 
rule  which  was  made  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago  under  a  state  of  things  verj- 
different  to  that  which  exists  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  day.  I  refer  to  therule  of 
combined  secular  and  separate  religions- 
The  national  system  of  education  in 
.  Ireland  was  inteoided  to  be  a  system 
of  separate  religious  instruction,  but 
the  intention  was  one  tiling  and  the 
result  quite  another.  By  the  combined 
efforts  of  Protestant  and  Catholics 
there  has  been  established  in  Ireland 
practically  a  system  of  denominational 
education,  so  far  as  they  can  make  it 
so,  by  providing  schools  for  separate 
creeds.  The  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  to  be  shut  out  from 
participating  in  the  grant,  althou^ 
they  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law 
as  regards  attendance,  examinations. 
•in^)ections,  andothertests.  They  do  not 
ask  that  their  religious  instruction  should 
be  paid  for  —  they  provide  for  that 
themselves  —  but  they  claim  to  be 
admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  system 
of  free  education  which  is  now  to  be- 
come law.  They  are  to  be  shut  out 
because  they  will  not  suppress  the 
crucifix — a  strange  demand  to  be  made 
in  a  Christian  country.  The  Christian 
Brothers  were  the  pioneers  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland,  but  they  are  now 
called  upon  not  only  to  remove  the 
crucifix  from  their  schools,  but  to  bum 
their  class-book,  give  up  their  religioiis 
instruction,  and,  in  short,  to  violate 
their  consciences  in  order  to  submit  to 
what  I  say  is  a  most  unreasonable  re- 
quirement. I  cannot  countenance  thif% 
or  any  other  scheme  that  proposes  to 
do  a  gross  injustice  to  these  voluntar} 
schools,  which  have  rendered,  and  are 
rendering,  great  services  to  Ireland. 
This  scheme  proposes  to  inflict  a  fine 
upon  the  Irish  parent — be  he  Protestant 
or  Catholic — because  he  acts  according 
to  ibo  dictates  of  his  conscience  in  the 
choice  of  schools  for  his  children.  I 
warn  you  that  unless  you  admit  the 
Christian  Brothers  you  will  bring  your 
system  to  a  deadlock  in  the  principal 
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cities  and  towns  of  Ireland.   Ton  can- 
not deny  that  the  sohools  of  the 
Ghriatiao  Brothers  are  efficient  schools. 
The  only  choice  in  many  of  the  cities 
■juaA  towns  ia  between  the  Erotestant 
schools  and  those  .  of  the  Christian 
brothers.     Suppose  that  a  Catholic 
parent  in  either  of  the  cities  or  towns 
refuses  to  send  his  children  to  the  Pro- 
testant schools,  and  says,  "  I  have  as 
.good  a  right  to  free  eduoatitm  as  any- 
one in  Ireland,  and  I  claim  the  right 
to  send  them  to  a  school  of  the  Christian 
Brothers,  and  that  you  shall  ^ay  the 
fee?"  It  mast  come  to  this:  you 
innst  eitlier  provide  the  equivalent  of 
ihe  fee  In  the  schools  of  tiie  Christian 
BvotiiBrs  or  the  law  will  become  a 
dead  letter.    The  system  of  tree  and 
ficmpolsory  education  cannot  go  on  in 
the  cities  and  towns  of  Ireland  unless 
the  schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers 
ace  included  in  the  scheme.    May  I 
now  point  out  to  the  House  what  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  conclusive  reason  why 
this  scheme  should  be  rejected  ?  When 
yoR  estabUshed  compulsion  in  England 
and  Scotland  there  was  the  popular 
franehiae.    Parents  had  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  the  Local 
Aathoxities  which  were  to  administer 
the    law.      But    in    Ireland  both 
parents  are  excluded  from  the  vote. 
We  introduced  a  Bill  in  the  very  first 
week  of  this  Session  to  confer  the 
popular  franchise  in  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Ireland,  and  its  principle  v.  as 
unanimously  confirmed  by  the  House. 
Its  Second  Beading  was  conseuted  to  ; 
but  from  that  day  to  this  the  Govern- 
ment have  refused  to  make  any  further 
proeress  with  it.   Is  it  seriously  con- 
tended, for  instanoe,  that  we  can  ap- 
prove of  a  scheme  under  which  a  popu- 
lation of  forty  thousand  in  the  City  of 
Liimerick  would  have  to  submit  to  the 
will  of  four  hundred  persons  who  would 
have  the  power  of  appointing  a  School 
Oommittee    and     of  administering 
Authority  under  the  Bill?  I  lay  it  down 
— -and  it  cannot  be  contradicted — that 
the  c(mdition  precedent  to  the  enact- 
ment of  any  such  scheme  as  tliat  pro- 
Tided  in  the  Bill  is  the  provision  of 
popular  franchise  for  the  cities  and 
towns  <rf  Ireland,  and  I  will  give  no 
<ooantenaDoe  to  any  scheme  to  sobmit 
4be  Irish  parent  to  compulsion  in  the 
natter  of  education  or  anything  else 


until  you  give  him  the  same  franchise 
as  has  been  given  to  parents  m  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  If  our  Bill  had 
been  accepted,  or  if  it  were  accepted 
now,  that  would  alter  the  case,  but  it 
has  not  been  accepted.  I  also  object 
to  this  scheme  because  it  makes  com- 
pulsion absolute^  There  is  nothing  in 
the  difference  between  the  school 
attendance  in  England  and  Ireland  to 
justify  such  a  course.  When  you  passed 
the  Compulsion  Act  for  England  the 
attendance  in  the  schools  there  was 
only  eight  per  cent,  of  the  population 
and  the  number  of  children  examined 
only  five  per  cent.,  whilst  in  Ireland  at 
the  present  time  the  average  attend- 
ance is  twelve  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion. I  further  submit  that  this  is  a 
Bill  for  cities  and  towns  and  not  for  the 
rural  populations  of  Ireland,  and  that 
is  another  reason  why  I  object  to  it. 
I  cannot  consent  to  the  powers  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  being  given  to  the 
National  Board.  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  Ireland  stands  in  a  different 
relation  to  the  people  than  the  Education 
Department  in  England  and  Scotlaoid. 
It  IS  nothing  more  than  a  mere  sub- 
agency  of  the  Castle  ;  ajid  if  you  give  to 
the  Board,  as  you  propose,  the  power 
of  dictating  wluht  shall  be  the  standard 
of  annual  school  attendance,  I  warn  yon 
that  you  will  produce  a  conflict  in 
policy,  in  opinion,  and  possibly  in 
action,  between  the  Local  Authorities 
and  that  Board.  The  scheme,  of  course, 
would  not  be  complete  without  some 
special  coercive  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  and  in  this  Bill  you 
provide  such  a  power.  Indeed,  yoa, 
mive  found  a  new  word.  The  Local 
Government  Board  remove  or  dissolve 
a  Board  of  Guardians ;  the  two  Jud^ 
are  to  remove  the  County  Council ; 
but  in  this  Bill  you  provide  that  the 
Board  of  Education  shall  "supersede," 
shall  have  power  to  sup^ede.  Super- 
sede is,  I  suppose,  a  more  deUcate  word 
than  dissolve.  The  word  may  be  dif- 
ferent, but  the  act  is  the  same.  It  is 
only  our  venerable  friend  ooercicm 
making  a  new  entrance  in  a  costume 
slightly  altered  for  the  part.  I  cannot 
admit  that  this  eoenuon  would  be  pro- 
perly exercised.  Yoa  propose,  not  only 
that  this  nominated  Boud,  this  irre- 
sponsible body,  shall  have  power  to 
turn  out  of  doors  at  any  moment,  at  its 
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mere  pleasure,  without  ea.vse  assigned, 
any  School  Attendance  Committee,  but 
also  to  substitute  any  gentlemen  whom 
the  nominees  of  the  Lord  laeutenant 
may  be  pleased  to  nominate,  to  give 
them  suob  salaries  as  they  may  be 
pleased  to  fix — uid  we  know  that  public 
Boards  are  as  liable  other  people  to 
be  generous  with  money  that  is  not 
their  own — and  to  chaise  those  salaries 
for  an  unlimited  period  upon  the  local 
rates.  You  propose  to  apply  in  the 
sphere  of  education  the  worst  and 
most  intolerable  propositions  of  the 
Local  Government  Bill.  I  certainly 
feel  it  my  duty  to  use  such  facilities  as 
this  House  affords  to  prevent  the 
passing  into  law  of  any  pro- 
posal which  will  give  to  this 
coterie  the  power  of  overriding 
the  will  of  the  Local  Authority  in  re- 
gard to  the  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee. Whilst  I  complain,  on  the  one 
hand,  of  the  proposal  to  vest  this 
arbitrary  power  in  an  irresponsible 
Department,  I  say,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  pxivision  in  the  Bill  for  the 
due  protection  of  creeds,  of  the  rights 
of  conscieDce  of  different  denominations. 
You  make  no  {nrovision  whatever  as  to 
the  i^ts  of  creeds  upon  the  School 
Atten£mce  Committee,  or  amongst  the 
attendance  officers.  I  know  very  well — 
and  I  think  you  know — that  wherever 
the  Catholics  are  in  a  majority  they 
will  act  in  a  spirit  scrupulously  fair  and 
even  generous  towards  other  creeds. 
But  what  would  happen  in  some  parts 
of  Ulster?  I  take  a  most  conspicuous 
example — the  City  of  Belfast,  where, 
if  the  Bill  were  passed,  the  Corporation 
would  appoint  a  School  Attendance 
Committee  and  also  the  attendance 
officers.  In  the  City  of  Belfast  the 
Catholics  constitute  one-fourth  of  the 
population ;  they  number  seventy  thou- 
sand ;  but  by  a  system  of  juggling  and 
trickery  these  seventy  thousand  Catho- 
lics are  shut  out  from  representation 
on  the  City  Council,  on  which,  although 
it  consists  of  forty  members,  there  is 
not  one  Catholic.  In  civil  affairs  they 
are  without  a  voice.  What,  then, 
would  happen  if  this  BiU  were  pawed? 
The  Protestant  City  Conneil — ^whieh 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  never 
appointed  or  recommended  any  Catholic 
to  any  official  post,  in  regard  to  which 
it  m^^t  offer  recommendation — will 
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proceed  to-  ai^int  a  School  Attend- 
ance Committee  and  the  offioera  to 
administer  the  Act,  and  both  will  be  ci 
a  purely  Protestant  charaoter. 

Mb.1  W.  EXJSSBLL  (Tyrone.  S.): 
I  do  not  think  so. 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  more  sanguine  than  I  am ;  but  tm 
what  experience  does  he  found  hia 
opinion?  Why  do  the  Corporation 
appoint  no  CathoUc  to  any  official  poet 
in  their  service  ?  Why  is  it  that  I  am 
in  a  position  to  tell  the  House 
that  for  twenty-five  years  that 
has  been  the  record  of  the  Belfast 
Corporation?  Why  does  he  think 
they  will  appoint  any  Gathdic  either 
to  the  Committee  or  as  an  attend- 
ance officer?  I  say  they  wiU  do> 
notlung  of  the  kind,  and  that  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  the  City  of 
Belfast,  if  you  pass  this  Bill,  will  be 
the  Protestant  administration  of  the 
compulsory  law  on  the  Cathoho  com- 
munity. The  enforcement  of  the  law- 
will  become  a  matter  of  creed  and  of 
the  prejudices  of  creed.  Excuses  of 
any  kind  will  be  good  enough  in  one 
case  for  ncm-attendance,  and  in  the 
other  no  excose  will  be  valid.  And  let 
me  tell  you  that  if  you  had  applied  to 
fanatics  to  draw  up  a  Bill  which  woold 
excite  the  Irish  people  to  resistance  of 
the  law,  you  could  not  have  gone  about 
it  better.  This  Bill  is  full  of  errors  and 
defects ;  but  if  it  contained  no  other 
than  this — that  it  offers  no  provision 
whatever  for  securing  fair  play  and 
equity  to  the  CathoUc  community  in 
Belfast,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  ofkr 
to  it  any  opposition  in  my  power.  I 
have  not  argued  against  compulsion  in 
the  abstract.  I  have  said  that  tmder 
certain  conditions  compulsion  may  be 
useful ;  but  I  say  in  regard  to  thia 
scheme  that  it  is  a  bad  scheme,  that  it 
is  a  crude  scheme,  and  that  it  is  not 
accompanied  by  popular  franchise ;  and 
I  have  to  add  that  unless  assurances 
are  forthcoming  in  the  present  Debate 
that  the  errors  and  defects  which  I 
have  pointed  out  will  be  remedied,  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  of^KMe- 
the  Second  Beading. 

Mb.  SINCLAIB  (Falkirk,  &o.)  :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Sexton)  has,  I  believe,  claimed 
not  only  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the- 
Boman  Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland,, 
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but  also  on  behalf  of  tiie  national 
toaohersof  Ireland. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  made  no  claim  to 
speak  for  the  national  teaohers. 

IfB.  SINCLAIR:  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  I  misunderstood  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Qoitleman,  because  I  bold 
in  my  hand  a  letter  I  reoeiTOd 
thia  morning  from  a  national  BcHocd 
teacher  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  who 
is  the  Secretary  to  the  Coleraine  branch 
of  the  Teachers'  Association,  convey- 
ing in  stn»ie  terms  the  desire  of  the 
Association  «»:  the  passing  of  this  BUI. 
He  says — 

**  For  TBriooB  reMOBS  we  are  extra  anxiooB 
to  get  the  Bin  passed  this  BeMtoo.  Itoootains 
tlie  most  important  principle  that  we  have 
been  a^tating  for  for  along  tune— namely,  oom- 
mdaorr  edaoitioii.  Altiwngdif  nnfortonatoly, 
thia  principle  i*  not  earriM  fitr  enonf^  yet' 
the  Bill  reoognisea  its  oaefalnesB.  It  woold 
bring  as  more  into  line  with  England  and 
Scotland  on  the  aubject  of  assisted  compulsory 
education.  For  these  and  other  reasons  we 
are  most  anxious  that  tiie  Bill  should  be  passed 
into  law  aa  aoon  as  possible." 

Here  we  have  evidence  of  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  this 
Bill  should  become  law  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  hon.  Member  wished 
that  some  life  should  be  infused  into 
the  National  Board  of  Education, 
and  in  that  I  agree,  because  I 
think  it  would  be  well  if  that  w^ 
done.  Tho  hon.  Membw  also  indicated 
hie  dedre  to  see  that  Education 
Board  abolished.  I  myself  would  pre- 
fer to  the  education  of  the  United 
Kingdom  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
Minister  for  Education,  with  a  Depart- 
ment for  each  of  the  three  countries, 
and  a  Department  for  Wales  if  it  were 
necessary.  One  reason  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber advanced  in  favour  of  a  change  of 
method  of  the  Education  Board  is  that 
it  would  put  an  end  to  the  model 
sohoots.  These  schools,  I  contend,  are 
amongst  the  most  useful  schools  in 
Ireland — they  are  liked,  and  they  are 
well  conducted.  I  wish  there  were 
more  of  them  in  Ireland.  As  to  the 
important  question  of  compulsion,  I 
think  that  principle  is  desirable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  getting  a  regular 
attendance  at  school.  If  there  are 
many  such  oases  as  that  described  by 
the  bon.  Member  where  -sites  have 
been  refused  for  national  schools  by 
Ijord  Clanrioude,  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  principle  of  compulsory  acquisition 


of  sites  should  not  be  acceded  to- 
by  the  Government.  For  my  part,, 
however,  I  have  not  heard  ot  many 
such  instances.  Then  I  also  think  the 
siugestion  that  there  should  be  local 
inuuit  schools  is  reasonable  in  oharae* 
ter.  Such  a  provision  is,  I  thinks 
advisable,  and  it  would  not,  I  believe, 
prove  expensive.  The  hon.  Member 
also  spoke  with  considerable  force  of 
the  number  of  schools  in  Ireland 
which  are  purely  and  solely  Protestant. 
We  desire  to  see  less  of  these  in  Irelondf 
and  more  of  the  mixed  schools.  Such 
schools  would,  to  my  mind,  tend  to- 
foster  the  feeling  of  toleration  towards. 
those  holding  different  religious  beliefs.. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Belfast 
Committee  will  include  Catholics- 
among  its  members ;  indeed,  if 
Catholicism  had  not  some  share  of 
representation,  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  would  be  disgracing  itself.  I 
do  not  altogether  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  as  to  the  number^ 
of  Catholics  in  that  city. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  figures  are- 
taken  from  the  Census  Betums. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  :  But  even  if  the^ 
number  were  smaller  than  has  been 
stated,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  there- 
ought  to  be  Boman  Catholic  reprosMi- 
ta^n  on  tbs  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee, and  also  that  some  ai  the- 
attendanoe  oflBcers  should  be  of  that 
belief.  I  firmly  believe  that  a  feeling; 
of  justice  will  pervade  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  the  making  of  these- 
appointments.  I  hope  that  this  Bill 
will  pass  into  law,  as  it  is  greatly 
desired  by  those  who  are  largely 
interested  in  educational  work. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
should  have  preferred  the  hon.  Member- 
(Mr.  Sinclair)  to  have  defined  his- 
position — ^whdther  he  spoke  on  this, 
subject  as  a  Scotch  or  as  an  ex-Irish 
Member. 

Me.  SINCLAIR  :  Ex-Irish. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  When  the  hon.. 
Member  represented  a  Northern  Irish 
constituency  some  weight,  of  course,, 
attached  to  his  expressions  of  the  views 
of  his  constituents ;  but  now,  as  regards 
Irish  topics,  that  qualification,  apart 
from  his  personal  talent,  has  dis- 
appeared. The  hem.  Member  has  tol<l 
us  that  eveiytme  interested  in  this  Bill 
is  very  much  in  favour  of  it,  and  I  havfr 
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aao  doubt  whatever  that  any  body  of 
men,  wheie  saeh  a  sum  of  money  is 
<mMerneAf  would  display  a  lively  desire 
to  set  the  greatest  possible  advantage 
aad  to  seonie  possession  of  the  money 
aa  soon  as  possible.  In  the  case  of  the 
Irish  teachers  there  is  some  reason  for 
this  interest.  They  have  been  cheated 
•oat  of  £100,000,  which  the  English 
teachers  have  got,  and  they  are  very 
muoh  afraid  that  they  may  lose  a  fur- 
ther £210,000.  Thus  I  am  not  surprised 
that  they  should  swallow  a  bad  Bill  if 
it  will  aid  them  in  securing  possession 
•of  the  funds.  I  oom^ain  of  the  way 
in  which  these  Iriw  qoeBtions  are 
treated.  When  last  year  the  Govern- 
ment introduced  the  Bill  making  a 
lurge  grant  to  English  education,  I 
pointed  out  that  England  would  first 
receive  her  money , and  then  that  the  Irish 
people  would  be  left  either  in  the  lurch 
'Or  tnat  the  grant  would  be  postponed 
indefinitely,  and  that  when  the  grant  was 
made  there  would  be  coupled  with  it 
^me  hard  and  unfair  conditions  wholly 
uasuitedto  Ireland.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  my  prediction  has  been  fulfilled. 
I  entirely  deny  the  suj^esticm  that 
this  grant  is  a  gift.  It  is  only  onr 
fair  share.  We  have  always  maintained 
that  Ireland  has  paid  far  more  than  her 
fair  share  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 
Therefore,  when  you  give  England 
something  like  £2,000,000,  why,  when 
you  give  Ireland  £210,000,  should  you 
describe  the  grant  as  a  gift  and  accom- 
pany it  with  certain  unpalatable  condi- 
tions ?  We  are  anxious  that  there 
should  be  a  good  system  of  education 
in  Irelandt  that  the  position  of  teachers 
should  be  improved,  and  that  all  sects 
should  in  regard  to  this  grant  stand  on  an 
•equal  footing;  but  here  you  give  nothing 
to  the  most  efficient  schools.  When  in  the 
Bnglish  Bill  the  Government  insisted 
•on  treating  all  schools  fairly  I  voted 
with  them.  Now,  however,  the  prin- 
•ciple  is  not  to  be  extended  to  Ireland, 
And  the  most  'efficient  of  denomina- 
tional schools  in  Ireland— the  Christian 
Brothers'  Schools— are  entirely  left  out 
■of  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  I  come  now 
to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
In  the  first  place,  I  consider  that  the 
present  condition  of  education  in  Ire- 
land renders  compulsion  unnecessary. 
Bven  where  school  fees  have  had  to  be 
paid,  the  children  have  flocked  to 
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school ;  and  so,  with  free  education,  I 
believe  that  almost  every  child  in  In- 
land will  attend  schooL  Compolmin 
will  be  unnecessary  and  odious.  Bitt 
there  are  two  classes  of  oompuUdoiin 
this  Bill,  while  m  England,  I  ululB^ 
stand,  you  have  only  one.    Yaa  ou 
punish  the  parent  for  not  sending  the 
child  to  8(mool,  or,  in  districts  when 
there  are  no  Board  schools,  you  an 
punish  the  employer  for  employing  & 
child  who  has  not  passed  the  regulati«i 
standard.    You  are  going  to  aj^ly  botk 
these  methods  to  Irehmd.   You  tn 
both  going  to  punish  the  employer  ud 
the  parmt.   The  pmnt  I  consider  most 
unsuited  to  Ireland  is  the  punish- 
ment   of    the    employer,  became 
everyone     is     aware     that  there 
is   a   great    want    in    Ireland  of 
sufficient  employment   for  childrra- 
The   Census  shows  that  in  Ireland 
we  have  a  very  large  proportion  of 
children  and  old  people,  and  this  is 
accounted  for  by  the  melanohoty  fact 
that  when  young  men   and  women 
reach  the   ages  of   seventeen  and 
eightera  they  emigrate  to  the  United 
States.   These  children  would  be  of 
great  assistance  to  their  parents  if 
they  could  obtain  employment,  but 
the  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  so.    Take  the  case  of 
hay-making.  Employers  will  not  think 
it  worth  their  while,  for  the  sake  of 
employing  children  a  few  weeks  in  the 
year,  to  inquire  for  certificates.  The 
consequence  will  be  that   they  will 
cease  to  employ  children,  and  do  Uie 
work  by  means  of  machinery.    Now,  I 
acknowledge  that  the  principle  of  com- 
pnlsitm  in  this  Bill  wiU  not  nave  a  very 
widespread  efieot.   In  my  own  ocn- 
stituency,  for  instance,  it  will  not  affsot 
more  than  about  half-a-doeen  families, 
and  there  are  several  other  constituen- 
cies in  the  same  position.  Thisprinciple 
of  compiilsion  is  one  which  bristW 
with  difficulties  in  Ireland.    Let  me 
ask,  to  what  schools  are  the  boys 
in  the  towns  to  go  to?    The  girls 
may  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  convent 
schools,  and  there  will  be  no  unfairness 
'■  in  that,  because  these  schools  for 
Soman  Catholio  girls  are  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  national  schools; 
but  there  are  no  national  schools  for 
Catholic  boys.   If  you  coim>el  the  boys 
to  go  to  the  Chnstian  Brotherhood 
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schools,  you  will  be  acting  unfairly, 
inaamnoh  as  no  grant  is  to  m  made  to 
these  institations.   And  in  case  these 
soho(d8  sfaonld  refuse  to  take  the  extra 
number  of  children,  are  their  parents 
to  be  punished  by  the  poUoe  ?  I  should 
like  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Jackson)  to  say  what  he  proposes 
to  do  tmder  these  circumstances,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  that  the  altema- 
tires  under  the  Bill  are  unfair.    I  now 
oome  to  another  matter,  and  that  is 
the  very  unjust  way  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to    deal  with   the  Christian 
Brothws.   These  schools  have  alwa^ 
been  very  unfairly  dealt  with  except  m 
<me  instance.  I  allude  to  the  Bill  which 
authorises  grants  to  be  made  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Department— without 
any  conditions  as  to  religion,  and  under 
which  the  Christian  Brothers  receive 
an  appreciable  sum  of  money.  But 
apart  from  this   grant  they  receive 
nothing  whatever  from  the  State.  And 
here  I  may  as  well  explain  what  the 
Christian  Brothers  are.     They  are 
simply  .a  teaching  community,  the 
children  in  some  oases  being  educated 
gratuitously,  and  the  money  for  carry- 
ing on  the  work  is  derived  exclusively 
from  volimtary  subscriptions  in  the 
different  towns.    It  may  be '  said  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  whether  the 
Christian  Brothers  impart  a  good  edu- 
ration  or  not,  and  that  I  have  exag- 
gerated the  excellence  of  their  teaching. 
I  will,  therefore,  fortify  my  position  by 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  Reports  of  the  Boyal  Commission  of 
1854  respecting  these  schools.  The 
MarqaesB  of  luldare,  the  Chairman  of 
that  Gommissicm,  stated  that  they  had 
received  no  complaints  about .  the 
sohools,  and  that  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners had  expressed  most  favourable 
opinions  with  respect  to  them.    It  was 
also  added  that  the  education  given  was 
of   a  very  excellent  character.  The 
Assistant     Commissioners,  besides 
speaking  most  highly  of  the  education 
given  by  the  Cmistian  Brothers,  re- 
ported that  the  school  premises  were 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  being  both 
commomous  and  well  fnniished.  Now, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  these 
Assistant  Commissioners  are  Protes- 
tants.  They  are  officnal  witnesses,  and 
I  believe  their  character  is  unimpeach- 
able, and  o«uequeatly  the  ^nse  may 


have  every  confidence  in  the  high 
standard  of  education  given  at  these* 
schools.  I  might  add  that  a  certain 
amount  of  technical  education,  ex-^ 
ceedingly  valuable  in  Ireland,  is  aX«y 
given  by  the  Christian  Brothers.  Not- 
withstanding that  the  instruction  given 
by  them  is  satisfactory  in  every  way^ 
they  are  refused  any  grant — except  that 
from  the  Science  and  Art  Department 
— because  they  also  give  a  certain 
amount  of  religious  teaching.  In 
England,  schoolB  that  impart  some 
religious  instruction  are  not  deprived 
of  the  yearly  grant,  and  I  think  it  ia 
unfair  that  these  popular  educational 
establishments  in  Iieland  should  be 
treated  in  a  different  manner.  Some  of 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  point  out 
that  in  the  cases  where  Protestant 
childrenattend  these  schools  there  is  no 
attempt  at  proselytising.  Under  those 
circumstances — and  I  am  quite  willing 
that  the  Government  should  put  a 
Conscience  Clause  in  the  Bill — I 
think  it  most  unfair  not  to  include  the 
Christian  Brothers  in  the  grants  it  is 
proposed  to  make  under  this  Bill.  No- 
one  can  say  that  the  children  turned 
out  of  these  schools  are  specially  noted 
for  bigotry,  and  as  far  as  I  can  discover 
the  teaching  of  the  Christian  Brothers 
is  not  in  the  least  directed  towards 
proselytising  or  attacking  the  members 
of  religious  bodies  different  from  their 
own.  Now,  let  me  say  a  word  with 
regard  to  Protestant  children  in  parti- 
cular.  I  am  sure  every  Irish  Member 
wishes  to  see  them  fairly  dealt  with, 
and  there  are  two  things  to  which  I 
think  they  are  oititled.  In  the  first 
place,  when  there  are  a  la^ 
number  of  them  they  should  have  a 
school  of  their  own ;  and,  secondly, 
when  there  are  only  a  few  in  any 
particular  district  and  they  attend 
Catholic  schools  they  should  be  strictly 
protected  by  a  Conscience  Clause,  and 
they  should  not  be  taught  out  of  any 
books  of  which  their  parents  disap- 
prove. I  believe  that  in  the  Board 
schools  in  this  country  a  chapter  of 
the  Bible  is  read  every  day.  It  is  said 
that  that  is  not  religious  education,  and 
that  it  is  a  proceeding  which  ahouM 
be  tolerated  by  all  communities.  Now, 
the  Catholics  object  to  an^  such 
system,  while  the  Presbyterians  in 
Ireland  are  in  favour  of  it.    They  say 
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they  do  not  want  religious  teaching. 
All  they  wish  for  is  to  have  a  particular 
Kdiapter  of  the  Bible  read— I  will  not  say* 
haphazard — but  with  the  discretion 
•of  a  teacher.   The  Presbyterians  have 
^  ri^t  to  their  own  opinion,  but  I 
•deny  that  they  have  any  right  to 
■control  the  system  of  religious  teaching 
■by  any  other  religious  body.   It  is 
imost  unfair  to  say  that  there  is  In 
Ireland  no  religions  persecation ,  because 
-a  man  can  send  his  child  to  any  school. 
But  by  refusing  to  allow  a  ^ant  to 
•Catholic  schools  you  are  handicapping 
■a  particular  reUgion,  and  the  Catholic 
taxpayer,  if  he  desires  to  send  his  child 
to  a  sohool  belonging  to  the  Christian 
Brotherhood,  does  not  get  any  return 
in  grants,  and  he  is  paying  simply  to 
educate  other  peopfe'e  ehildren.  I 
-will  now  pass  from  -the  oonsidenition  <<d 
the  merits  of  the  Bill  to  a  practical 
■question — namely,  what  are  we  to  do 
with  it?    Here  we  have  £210,000 
proposed  to  be  divided  amongst  the 
national  schools.     Now,  in  the  first 
place,  this  Bill  introduces  compulsion 
-where  it  is  not  wanted ;  and,  secondly, 
■we  have  to  decide  whether  we  will 
.accept  this  £210,000  on  the  conditions 
prescribed  or  go  without  it  altogether. 
That  ie  a  position  from  whitui  the 
"Goremmeat  shoold  relieve  us.  I 
-■-should  like  to  ask  if  the  Government 
will  strike  oat  the  first  fourteen  clauses 
•of  the  Bill  dealing  with  compulsion  ?  I 
-think  they  ought  to  consider  the  Irish 
Voto  particulaj'ly  in  this  matter,  and 
not  allow  the  English  and  Scotoh  Vote 
to  decide  it,  because  if  they  do  that  the 
Irish   will    naturally    be  outvoted. 
Another  practical  question  I  should 
like  to  ask  is  this : — If  an  Amendment 
is  introduced,  as  no  doubt  there  will  be, 
propoeing  that  the  Christian  Brothers 
.-^hfluS  receive  a  minimum  sum  of  three- 
penoe  per  week  for  each  soholar,  what 
^urae  will  the  Ooverament  take?  I 
hope  these  points  will  not  be  passed 
over  in  silence,  but  that  we  shall  be 
plainly  told  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  take  with  regard  to 
4hem. 

*(6.28.)  Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.) :  There  is  a  great  differ- 
•enoe  between  the  tcme  of  the  Debate 
<D  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill 
and  that  on  the  First  Beading.  When 
the  Bill  was  iotrodnoed  it  was  received 
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by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way with  acclamation,  and,  ftpart  from 
the  question  t)f  the  Christian' Brothers, 
they  appeared  to  be  almost  unanimondy 
in  favour  of  it.  Now,  Sir,  there  aze 
details  in  oonneotion  vritii  this  BiU 
whieh  vrill  re^oun  attention  when  we 
go  into  Committee,  but  whioh  I  do  not 
mx>pose  to  deal  with  on  this  ooca8i<m. 
The  small  schools,  which  under  the 
Schedule  of  the  Bill  are  to  receive  in- 
creased grants,  have  been  Uu^y 
called  into  existence  not  by  educa- 
tional, but  by  denominational  necee- 
sities.  But  these  are  points  of 
detail  which  do  not  require  attention 
in  a  Debate  on  the  Second  Beading  o{ 
a  Bill,  axtd  I  will  deal  with  what  I 
consider  are  the  two  main  princi^es  of 
the  measure  whioh  is  now  before  us. 
The  first  is  the  modified  form  of  com* 
pulsion,  which  is  embodied  in  the  Bill, 
and  the  second  is  the  enlarged  grant 
that  is  very  much  wanted  to  the 
national  school  teachers  of  Ireland.  I 
say  frankly  that  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  may  take  the  responsi- 
bility if  they  Uke  of  rejecting  this  Bill, 
and  starving  the  national  school 
teachers,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they 
will  voto  with  the  unanimity  that  seems 
to  be  expected.  With  reboot  to  oom* 
pulsion,  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sextcm)  over  and  overagedn  re- 
ferred to  the  compulsion  in  this  Bill  as 
coercion.  We  have  had  worse  kinds 
of  coercion  than  this  applied  to  Ire- 
land, and  I  think  we  can  put  up  with 
it ;  and  the  use  of  this  word  coercion 
now  will  show  English  Members  how 
lightly  the  term  is  used  in  Ireland.  Of 
course,  compulsory  education  is  ooer- 
oion.  The  whole  moral  law  is  ooeroion. 
But  this  is  coercion  that  has  been 
applied  to  England,  to  Scotland,  and 
to  Wales  with  very  great  advantage  ; 
and  in  the  face  of  the  illiteracy  in 
Ireland — ^forty-five  per  cent,  of  illite- 
racy in  Galway  and  thirty  per  cent,  in 
Donegal — I  do  not  see  that  any  Irish 
Member  ought  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent the  passing  of  a  Bill  whioh  will 
compel  parents  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  sohool  and  put  an 
end  to  this  great  souidiJ.  Why 
do  hon.  Members  who  sit  bdow  the 
Gangway  oppose  oompnlsian?  Not  a 
word  was  aaid  agunst  it  on  the  first 
Beadhig,  and  the  Member  for  West 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


S19      NaUonal  education       {30  Mat,  1892}  (/ivIomQ  BiU.  250 


Belfast  said  over  and  over  again  that 
the  Bishops  were  opposed  to  direct  but 
-were  in  f&vonr  of  indireot  inmpulsion. 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  the 
Bishops  were  in  favour  of  direct  com- 
pulsion up  to  a  certain  point.  I 
helieve  tmtt  the  real  author  of  the 
sjrBtem  of  modified  oonnnilBiou  which 
«xiBtB  in  this  Bill  is  Azchnishop  Walsh. 
He  attended  in  1890  at  the  Congress  of 
the  National  School  Teachers,  and  re- 
ferring to  a  resolution  which  was  to  be 
submitted  to  the  meeting  he  said — 

**  The  fourth  resolotioii  rusee  the  vitally  im- 
portant qaesUon  of  compuUory  atteoduce. 
PenonaUy  lamitroiigly  intaTOarofareaHoa- 
«ble  measure  of  eompulaion.  I  note  that  the 
resoIutioQ  to  bepropomdootfae  Bubjeetiamost 
•carefolly  worded.  It  ipeaks  of  a  syitem  of 
compuuory  attepdanee  adi^ted  to  the  peculiar 
•drcoiMtaaoes  of  the  country.  The  meeting 
IB  of  'course  aware  that,  the  question  is  a 
<lelicate  one  surrounded  by  many  difficulties. 
In  expressing  my  personal  concurrence  in  the 
proposal  I  must  say  I  limit  that  concurrence  to 
the  case  of  suoh  a  as  Dnblin,  or  of  large 
towns  and  oities  U  ttwre  aze  any  dmilarty 
dtnated." 

But  compulsion  is  not  to  be  applied  to 
the  whole  country.  It  is  limited  to  the 
cities  and  the  laiige  towns,  as  the  Arch- 
bishop said  it  should  be  when  he 
spoke  in  1890,  and  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  must  have 
forgotten  that  this  principle  of  modified 
oompolsion  was  fast  of  lul  moposed  by 
Archbishc^  Walsh.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  the  North  of  Ireland — from 
Ulster — ^find  any  fault  with  this  Bill 
it  is  that  it  does  not  go  far  .  enough. 
There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment have  erred  at  all  it  is  because 
the  principle  of  compulsion  is  modified 
and  Umited  in  the  area  over  which  it  is 
to  extend.  But  the  people  of  Ulster 
«re  not  foolish  enough  to  rejeot  the  BiU 
because  it  only  goes  part  ot  the  way 
they  dedre^  Th^  tecognise  the  phn- 
•oiple  they  desire  to  have,  and  they 
hope  to  extend  it  if  possible.  But  as 
«oon  as  this  Bill  was  printed  and  its 
•contents  became  known  in  Ireland, 
Archbishop  Walsh  on  the  6th  March 
■denounced  the  compulsory  clauses  as 
an  insult  to  Ireland.  I  think  that  is 
going  a  good  deal  too  far,  and  if  they 
never  receive  from  this  House  a  worse 
insult  than  this  which  gives  compulsory 
and  praotieally  free  edooation  they  will 
be  able  to  stand  a  good  deal  in  the  way 
-of  insult.  The  Sul,  as  it  stands,  and 


this  cannot  be  too  widely  known,  has 
the  enthusiastic  support  of  the  whole 
body  of  natioi^  teachers.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  that  the^  are  the  people 
who  are  going  to  raorave  the  money, 
and,  therefore,  they  are  anxious  to  get 
the  BiU ;  but  I  know  otiier  people  who 
are  glad  to  receive  mon^  and  will 
make  great  sacrifices  to  get  it,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  hon.  and  ntllant 
Grentleman  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  any 
reason  for  the  taunt  he  uttered. 

GoLONBL  NOLAN :  I  uttered  no 
taunt. 

^=Mb.  T.  W.  BU8SELL :  The  whole 
body  of  the  national  school  teachers 
are  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsion. All  the  Protestants  are  stron^y 
in  its  favour ;  and  though  I  have  no 
right  to  speak  for  the  Boman  Catholics 
Iknowiliat  manyoftl^m  havepublidy 
asserted  that  they  will  vote  fcnr  this 
Bill.  The  real  truth  is  that 
the  only  opposition  is  from  the  Clerical 
Party,  who  are  represented  in  this 
House  by  the  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
and  I  hope  the  Government  will  sfand 
firm  by  the  teachers,  and,  as  I  think, 
by  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  of  all  classes.  I  now  come  to 
the  Christian  Brothers.  I  have  never 
said  a  word  either  a^nst  them  or 
against  their  education.  They  areamost 
dievoted  body  of  men,  and  they  ^ve,  I 
believe,  a  good,  sound  education.  But 
as  to  the  principles  on  which  that  edu- 
cation is  given,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  higher 
authority  than  that  of  the  Member  for 
Galway.  The  Director  of  the  Christian 
Brothers,  Brother  John  Augustine 
Grace,  gave  evidence  before  the  Powiti 
Commission,  which  sat  from  1868  to 
1870,  and  I  should  like  the  House  to 
remember  that  these  schools  were  nob 
excluded  from  the  advantages  of  the 
Nationftl  Board  by  any  action  of  the 
Oovemmeut  or  by  any  action  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  These  schools 
were  actually  under  the  Board  for  six 
years,  and  enjoyed  all  its  advantages, 
and  then  withdrew.  I  will  read 
the  evidence  given  by  the  Director 
of  the  Christian  Brothers  before 
this  Commission.   He  was  asked — 

"  Did  yon  ever  take  part  in  the  manage* 
ment  of  any  of  the  schools  that  were 
under  the  Bowd  ?  I  did.— Did  von  And  the 
reqnirenwnts  of  the  Board  tend  to  restrict 
jFouropontieM?  Very  nmob,  ai  regards  the 
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raUgioofl  element  ot  our  syHtem. — In  what 
respect  ?  By  tbe  rnlee  of  the  Board  we  were 
Bot  permitted  to  teaoh  in  a  Catholic  aiHiit. 
We  dill  not  feel  at  liber^  to  mnH  oarHlves  of 
Vbe  reading  leaeon  to  eomnmnioate  religioiis 
knowledge  when  a  soitable  opportonity  pre- 
sented itself ;  and  moreover,  all  reference  to 
religious  subjects  was  to  be  excluded  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  boors  each  day.  Now  after 
haTinggiven  the  system  tiie  fullest  trial  and  tak- 
ing into  Account  the  pecnniary  advantages  of 
our  eonneetion  with  the  Board  with  the 
religious  restrictions  which  the  connection 
iinpo8ed,wecametothe  conclusion  that  to  con- 
tinue the  connection  would  be  inconsistent 
witii  the  orwinal  aim  of  the  Soeiety,  viz.,  to 
dve  a  BoondCatholic  edueation  to  our peofd^ 
nv  that  is  the  end  of  our  insutution. 
The  Society  would  never  have  been  formed  if 
Ithad  not  been  fortbe  purpose  of  communi- 
eating  religious  knowle^e,  and  that  bein^  the 
ease  many  of  our  members  became  dissatisfied 
with  the  restrictions  im^sed  on  the  disoliarge 
of  their  sacred  and  self-imposed  duties." 

Then  with  regard  to  the  emblems  he 
was  asked — 

"  Are  the  emblems  in  your  schools  such  as 
would  be  generally  objected  to  by  Protestants  ? 
I  think  so,  my  Lord.— Would  it  be  advanta- 
geous to  your  objects  to  reomve  a  subsidy  on 
we  same  plan  as  the  nuns  receive  tt,  at  so 
much  per  hundred  children,  subjeot  to  exami- 
nation and  inspection  ?  The  nuns  receive 
the  grant,  as  I  understand  it,subject  to  the  rules 
of  the  Board,  b^  which  all  religious  teaching  is 
prohibited  doime  what  is  i»vperly  known  as 
school  hours.  We  eoold  not'  submit  to  that 
— You  would  require  it  as  a  condition  that  yon 
should  be  allowed  to  cefaun  this  exception  P 
Deoidedly." 

Here  then  we  have  a  Society  founded  not 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  secular  educa- 
tion, but  for  the  express  purpose  of 
gi\-ing  religious  education,  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  admit  that  society  to  the 
benefits  of  this  BiU  without  the  Society 
abating  one  jot  of  the  principles  which 
it  has  a  perfect  right  to  hold,  but  which 
it  has  no  right  to  ask  the  Government 
to  pay  to  maintain.  I  am  told  that  if 
this  Society  existed  in  England  it  wotdd 
receive  a  grant.  I  am  speaking  in  the 
presence  of  English  educationists,  and 
I  venture  to  tell  Members  below  the 
Gangway  that  if  the  Christian 
Brothers  were  in  England  with  the 
present  rales  and  laws  they  would  not 
receive  one  farthing  of  public  money. 
("  Oh,  oh  I  ")  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  knows 
more  about  education  than  any  other 
Member  in  this  House,  and  I  do  not 
hear  him  cry  "  Oh,  oh  I  "  I  say  that 
to  introduce  these  schools  into  the 
Kational  system  of  education  would  be 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell 


to  break  up  the  foundation  principle  of 
that  system.  That  may  be  a  propo: 
thing  to  do,  but  it  should  be  done  with 
fair  notice — fairly  and  squarely.  There 
is  no  reason  why  every  denominationil 
schocd  should  not  be  admitted  if  the 
Chiistian  Brothers  are  admitted,  iiii 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  State  shnU 
not  proceed  straightway  to  endow  reli- 
gious teaching  of  all  kinds.  But  we  io 
Ireland  have  diaestabUshed  a  Protes- 
tant Church,  and  we  &re  not  willing  to 
endow  another  Church  by  this  indiraot 
but  thoroughly  effective  means.  Tlie 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton)  referred  to  the  lai^e  number 
of  schools  which  were  denominiktionsl 
so  far  as  attendance  was  conceroe^,^ 
and  which  were  bound  by  the  rules  d 
the  National  Board,  and  he  hw 
claimed  tiiat  where  the  attendance  at 
these  schools  was  denominational  the 
sytitem  should  be  denominationalised. ' 
That  would  require  the  overturn- 
ing of  the  foundation  principle  of 
the  National  system  of  education. 
These  schools  are  denominational  is 
their  attendance  now,  but  at  aoy 
moment  that  state  of  afi^hirs  might  hd 
altered.  A  stationmaator  mi^t  be 
removed  from  another  jdace,  an  ex* 
ciseman  might  be  removed,  a 
policeman,  or  even  a  Besdefit 
Magistrate,  might  be  removed,  an^ 
if  the  children  of  any  of  these  peopfe 
went  to  a  school  which  is  now  denomi- 
national a  change  would  at  once  have  to- 
be  made.  And  I  say  that  the  House  has 
no  right  to  subject  the  children  of  suob 
people  to  any  danger  in  the  matter  of 
their  faith  through  the  teaching  gireo 
at  the  expense  of  the  Stote.  The  hon- 
Member  for  West  Belfast  also  men- 
tioned the  question  of  the  model 
schools,  which  oave  been  long  a  subject  of 
attack.  ladmitthatif  youtakemanyof 
these  schools  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland  their  cost  cannot  be  defended. 
They  were  started  as  high  class  inter- 
mediate schools,  and  they  have  sw* 
ceeded  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  in 
several  districts  in  the  South.  In  the 
North  1  do  not  know  a  single  case 
where  these  schools  have  failed.  1°  | 
Ulster  they  have  been  entirely  eno- 
oessful.  Nobody  ohaUenges  tbar 
success  in  the  City  of  DaUin ;  bat  I 
will  admit  that  if  yon  take  thew 
8cho(^  ovw  the  whde  of  the  South  of 
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Ireland  their  cost  is  not  defensible. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  Bishops  and  clergy  have  ordered 
that  Roman  Catholic  children  shall  not 
attend  these  schools,  and  those  who 
do  attend  do  so  in  spite  of  this  prohibi- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  declared  that  these  schools 
were  carried  on  at  a  maximum  of  cost 
and  a  minimum  of  good.  I  deny  that 
altogether,  so  far  as  Ulster  is  oon- 
oemed,  and  I  will  give  some  facts  on 
that  point — 

The  entire  cost  of  the  Ulster  model  schools 
for  ihe  year  1889-90  was  £16,706.  This  Bum 
inclodea  the  school  fees  paid  the  pupils. 
One-third  of  these  fees  are  claimed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  as  an  'extra  receipt/  Thin 
third  in  the  Ulster  schools  amounts  to  £922. 
if  this  Bom  is  dediwted,  the  balance  will  be 
£15,783." 

It  mast  be  remembered  that  these 
schools  are  not  only  teaching  schools 
but  they  are  also  training  schools  for 
teachers,  and  in  this  way  they  do  good 
and  effective  work. 

"  The  cost  to  the  State  of  a  student  in  one  of 
the  denominational  training  colleges  in  Dublin 
is  £50  per  annum  for  males  and  ££  for  females. 
It  has  already  been  stated  that  there  are 
ninety-two  male  pupil  teachers  and  twenty- 
eight  female  pupil  teachers  in  the  Ulster 
model  schools.  The  male  pupil  teachers  are 
boarded,  lodged,  and  educated  at  the  public 
expense  ;  the  females  reoeiTe  an  allowance  in 
lien  of  board.  Setting  aside  the  same  sum 
lor  training  each  of  these  as  in  the  training 
otdleges,  the  amonnt  would  be  £5,680:  Deduct 
this  sum  frtm  the  bdance  mentioned  above, 
and  the  net  cost  of  the  Ulster  schools  woald 
be  reduced  to  £10,103,  and  if  this  sum  is 
,  divided  by  4,193— the  aggregate  average  at- 
tendance of  pupils  at  these  schools  in  1889— 
it  win  be  found  that  the  average  cost  per  pupil 
was  £2  8e.  2d.  The  following  table  sbows  Uie 
average  coat  per  pupil  in  average  attendance 
in  a  number  ot  ordinary  national  schools  for 
the  same  year :  Carmichael  National  School, 
£4  Os.  2d. ;  Hardwick  Street  National  School, 
Dublin,  £3  Is.  lOd.:  Sullivan  Male  National 
School,  Holywood,  £3  9b.  Id  ;  Fisherwtch  Phice 
National  School,  £3  Is.  7d." 

So  far  as  the  model  schools  are  con- 
cerned, th^  have  been  an  unmixed 
blessing  and  boon  to  the  entire  popula- 
tion, and  the  Government  that  would 
seek  to  lay  violent  hands  on  the  model 
schools  in  Ulster  would  raise  a  storm 
about  their  heads  that  they  would  not 
be  likely  to  forget.  Whatever  may 
be  said  about  these  schools  in  the  South 
they  have  been  an  entire  and  trium- 
phant success  in  the  North,  and  I 
am  glad  the  Government  are  standing 

VOL.  V.         [POUBTH  8EBIS8.] 


firm,  so  far  as  the  main  principle  of 
national  education  is  '  concerned. 
That  principle  has  worked  wonders  in 
Ireland.  At  first  it  was  boycotted  by 
the  then  Established  Church.  It  was 
not  very  popular  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  The  only  religious 
community  in  Ireland  which  accepted' 
the  national  education  system  in  its 
entirety  was  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
We  have  lived  to  see  the  Koman 
Catholic  Church  use  that  system  without 
danger  to  the  faith  or  morals  of  a  single 
child.  The  Episcopal  Church,  once 
established  now  disestablished,  has 
adopted  the  system,  and  it  is  now 
used  practically  all  over  Ireland.  It 
has  had  to  contend  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  non -representative  Board, 
but  that  is  an  inheritance  of  evil  days 
which  might  be  remedied.  There  is  no 
pleasanter  reading  than  the  Census 
Returns  which  show  the  tremendous 
inroads  which  have  been  made  in  the 
illiteracy  of  the  country.  If  you  look 
at  each  decade  you  will  find  that  a 
steady  inroad  has  been  made,  and  at 
the  present  time  in  Antrim  you  will 
find  that  only  nine  per  cent,  of  the 
children  over  five  years  of  age  are 
illiterate.  In  Belfast  it  is  only  eight 
per  cent,  and  in  Down  eleven  per  cent. 
These  Returns  show  the  necessity  for 
compulsion,  and  you  will  find  also  that 
the  great  mass  of  illiteracy  belongs  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  County,  N.) : 
And  so  does  the  poverty. 
*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  do  not 
say  it  does  not,  but  that  is  no  argu- 
ment against  compulsion,  because  the 
education  would  be  free.  I  am  glad 
the  Government  have  stood  firm  by 
their  foundation  principle,  and  so  long 
as  they  do  so  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  this  Bill  will  be  accepted  by  the 
majority  of  all  sections  in  Ireland,  and 
it  will  turn  out  to  be  a  great  benefit 
and  a  great  blessing. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  nsed 
to  speak  for  South  Tyrone.  Latterly 
he  has  developed  a  tendency  to  spei^ 
for  Ulster,  and  to-night  he  has  spoken 
for  all  Ireland,  and  for  all  classes  and 
all  conditions  of  men.  I  repudiate 
his  right  to  speak  for  anyone  but  the 
electors  of  South  Tyrone,  so  long  as 
they  return  him  to  this  House.    With  ■ 
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hie  usual  exaggeration    and  undue 
eaophaaia  he  has  told  the  House  that 
owtain  middle  class  schools  were  more 
or  less  successful  in  all  the  provinces 
cA  Ireland.   I  venture  to  assert  that 
mith   a  few   exoeptiona   in  Ulster 
tlMSft  aohods  have  beoi  a  failure. 
ISiey  ace  schools  where  well-to-do 
parents  aead  their  children  to  be  edu- 
cated at  the  expense  of  the  ratepayers, 
fud  the  schools  have  absolutely  failed 
in  the  pvurpose  for  which  they  were 
established.    I  challenge  contrauliction 
when  I  say  that  the  character  of  the 
prktuwy  eauoatton  given  by  the  Chris- 
tiftB  Bcothers  in  Cork  and  the  large 
citDeB  IB  supa*i<»:  to  the  model  school 
edaoation.     The  hon.   Member  for 
Sooth  Tyrone  axgoes  against  facta  and 
fignns ;  but  though  be  desires  to  see 
tbft  nninber  of  unmixed  schools  de- 
OMaae,  be  must  take  Ireland  as  he 
finds   it ;   and    if   he   finds,  as  is 
the  fact,  that  the  number  of  un- 
mixed schools  is  growing,   that  is 
ptoci  pontive  that  the  bent  of  the 
Iciflh  mind  is  to.,  have  schools  founded 
Oft  religion.  The  denominational  schools 
in.  Ulster  increased  from  2,562  in  1867 
to  4,383  in  1890,  and  the  number  of 
children   from    380,000  to  574,000. 
Thftt.  ^ws,  whether  the  Grovemment 
UkH  ifa  Of  sot,  that  the  tendency  of 
eduoation  inlrelaad  is  towards  danomi- 
nabiooal  education ;  and  so  long  as  the 
results  are  satisfactory,  as  shown  by 
the  attendance  Sdud  examinations,  you 
are  bound   to  support  the  schools, 
whether  mixed  or  unmixed.    The  hon. 
Meeober  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
HjOMeU)  r^earred  to  the  evidenee  of  Mr. 
QKyoe,  miAi  r^^d  to  tJbe  Christian 
^ftntherSi  before  the  Commission  years 
a«>,  BA  to  why  the^  withdrew  th»r 
sttM^  from  tisfl  National  Board.  The 
sfdioola  ware  withdraatm  beoaoBO  it  was 
fomd  impoasiUe,  within  tihc  regola- 
tioMS  of  the  Board,  to  carry  on  the 
Christian  Brothers'  system  of  oom- 
bin^  seoolar  and  religious  edaca:tion. 
lb  oould  have-  been  no  light  cause 
wUeh  would  ham  induced  Ithe  Chris- 
tiaft' Brothers  to  withdraw  their  acluxtls 
from       advuitagaa  seoored  by  being 
xmdar  the  Nattonu  Boaiad.   It  was  on 
oonasfontioas  grounds  they  witiidrew, 
aofll  thav  am  desranring  of  all  admira- 
tioB  for  it.   If  theae  sohoola  are  not  to 
oone  nnder      Bill,  I  do  not  see  how 

Mr.  Flynn 


the  Bill  will  work.  The  compulsory 
clauses,  for  the  present,  are  to  apply  to 
towns  and  cities,  and  it  is  there  that  the 
Christian  Brothers  work,  and  that  their 
schools  are  most  numerous,  and  are 
attended  by  the  children  of  the  bulk  of 
the  population.  What  are  you  going 
to  do  under  the  compulsory  olaiues 
where  there  is  no  other  accommodatitm 
for  Boman  Catholic  children  than  the 
schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers  ? 
There  are  thirty-two  towns  in  Ireland 
where  there  are  no  national  schools 
for  Boman  Catholic  boys  except  those 
of  the  Christian  Brothers.  Will  any 
School  Attendance  Board  punish  Boman 
Catholic  parents  because  they  do  not 
send  their  children  to  the  Protestant 
schools  ?  If  thera  is  no  other 
Boman  Catholic  school  to  send 
them  to  except  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schools,  what  will  be  the 
result  if  they  refuse  to  educate  all  the 
children  without  tlie  help  given  to  other 
schools?  You  would  have  to  set  up 
new  buildings  in  all  these  cities  at 
considerable  expense,  and  surely  it 
would  be  wiser,  and  would  show  some 
thought  for  Irish  feeling,  to  reooguise 
the  claim  of  the  Christian  Brothers, 
and  bring  them  under  the  operation  of 
the  BilL  The  hon.  Minmher  for  South 
Tyrone  said  that  if  the  GhriaiiaD 
Brothers'  schools  were  in  En^^nd  at 
this  time,  and  were  carried  on  as  they 
are  now,  they  would  not  receive  State 
aid.  We  traverse  that  statemuit,  and 
say  ^at  with  the  system  carried  on  as 
at  present,  and  with  the  Christian 
Brothers  willing  to  submit  to  insp^tioo. 
they  would  in  England  recaivQ  Sbate 
aid. 

Thb  chief  SBCBBTABY  for 
IBETiANP  (Mr.  Jacksom.  Ueds,  K.): 
I  ijanderstooa  the  hon.  Mamber  for 
Sooth  Tjnxme  to  say  that  tiiey  would 
not  receive  State  wd  unless  they 
adopted  the  C<»iscienoe  Clause. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  The  contradiction  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
mas  the  first  I  hanre  heard  at  the  state- 
ment made  on  the  highest  authority — 
that  in  En^nd  the  schools  woald 
receive  State  aid.  Thexa  is  a  atroiifr 
f  eduig  in  Ireland  with  regard  to  the 
Chri^ait  Bro^ws,  and  reeolatioas 
hare  beea  paased  by  noaiiy  Pablio 
Bo£ea  asking  the-QowmiaeDt  to  hriiifc 
them  under  vio  KlU^d  I  boUeva  tiutt 
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if  the  Government  had  desired  to  do 
90  they  would  have  found  the  way 
^\'ithout  much  diflBcuIty.  I  fear  very 
much,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  consent  to  some  such  proposal,  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  will  not  be  easy, 
for  we  shall  have  much  to  say  on  the 
point  in  Committee,  and  have  to  point 

■out  many  ways  in  which  the  Christian 
Brothers  ooiud  be  brought  under  the 
BiU.  My  hon.  fViend  tm  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  proved  that 
the  oompulsory  clauses  are  not  required 
in  the  towns  and  cities,  and  we  cannot 

•consent  to  their  introduction  into  a 
Bin  of  this  kind  until  you  have  widened 
the  franchise  under  which  the  School 
Attendance  Committees  are  elected.  In 
many  of  the  cities  the  franchise  is  high 
^d  restricted,  and,  if  the  Board  is  to 
-deal  with  the  working  classes,  the 
working  classes  should  have  some 
voice  in  their  election.  There  are  one 
or  two  suggestions  I  should  like  to 
make  to  tt^  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman. 
Assistant  teachers  must  have  third- 

-class  certificates,  and  they  are  eligible 
to  compete  for  second  and  first-class 

■certificates;  but  we  think  the  seven 
years'  limit  too  long,  and  I  wish  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  point  with  a  view  to  reducing  that 
limit.  There  may  be  many  men  with 
third-class  certificates,  who  may  not 
have  served  seven  years,  and  yet  may 
be  more  able  than  men  of  longer 
service.  I  would  surest  that  the 
limit  should  be  reduced  to  something 
like  tluee  yeus.  The  present  limit  is 
.a  premium  on  indolence,  and  does  not 

-«ncourage  improvement,  as  the  assis- 
tant teachers- do  not  care  to  make  any 

■  efforts  when  they  have  to  wait  so  long. 
As  regards  the  whole  Bill,  we  do  not 
see  that  any  case  has  been  made  out 
for  compalsion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  very  amiable,  but  I  have 
begun  to  observe  that  he  is  also  very 
obstinate,  e^)eciaUy  with  regard  to 
suggestions  from  these  Benches.  But 
I  would  beg  him  to  understand  that 
when  a  ^^lealaon  like  that  of  Iri^ 

-«dncatioa  »  before  us,  the  opinions  of 
the  IrishBepresentatives  are  entitled  to 
some  weight ;  and  I  hope,  when  he 

-«omes  to  tell  as  what  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  are,  we  shall  have 

-^ome  ewmest  of  more  Hberal  intentions, 

.  And  that  the  feelings  of  the  Irish  peofde 


and  their  Bepresentatives  will  not  be 
overlooked. 

(7.48.)  Mb.  EENTOUL{Down,  E.) : 
The  chief  points  of  objection  taken 
to  the  BiU  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  were  the 
question  of  compulsion  and  the  grants 
to  Christian  Brothers'  schools.  With 
regard  to  compulsion,  he  spoke  of  it  as 
a  species  of  coercion,  and  suggested 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  founded  altogether  on  coercion, 
and  that  in  patting  compuhaon  in  this 
Bill  they  were  carrying  out  tiieir  ximaX 
principle.  I  have  often  thought  if  a 
prize  were  offered  to  hon.  Members 
of  the  Irish  Home  Bule  Party  for  a 
speech  in  which  coercion  vms  not 
mentioned,  it  would  be  a  long  time 
before  it  was  claimed.  Compulsory 
education  is  in  force  in  England  ;  and 
as  hon.  Members  exclusively  apply  the 
term  coercion  to  Irish  matters,  I  fail 
to  see  how  they  can  apply  it  to  oom- 
pulsory education.  I  read  an  aoootrnt 
of  the  action  of  the  lAeh  Bishops  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  one  part  of 
it  I  cannot  understand.  I  can  under- 
stand objecting  to  compulsory  educa- 
tion, but  I  fail  to  understand  what  they 
mean  by  indirect  compulsion.  The 
term  "  optional  compulsion,"  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  is 
still  more  difficult  to  understand. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  meant  that  for  a 
while  Local  Bodies  are  to  have  the 
option  of  ad^ting  compulsion. 

Mb.  BBNTOtJIi :  That  makes  it 
clear.  With  regard  to  oompulsory 
education,  the  hon.  Member  knows 
very  well  the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland. 
The  number  of  illiterate  voters  is  not 
satisfactory  to  any  Irish  Bepresentative, 
and  the  charge  is  made — not  by 
me  —  that  the  Boman  Catholic 
Church  is  the  enemy  of  educa- 
tion. The  charge  was  made  dis- 
tinctly in  some  of  the  publications 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone).  I  take  it  that 
a  man's  religion-  is  m  almost  every 
case  an  aooident;  it  depends  on  thie 
religion  in  which  he  is  bom.  Feeling 
that,  I  approach  the  question  impar- 
tially, and  try  to  put  mysdf  in  the  place 
of  the  Boman  Catholics.  Doln^  so,  I 
feel  that  if  I  were  accused  of  being  the 
enemy  of  education,  I  should  try  on  all 
possible  occafflons  to  free  myseU  from 
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every  appearance  of  evil,  and  try  to 
have  the  appearance  of  being  anxious 
for  education.  Is  it  reasonable  to  think 
that  the  heads  of  the  Boman  Catholic 
Church  are  opposed  to  education  ?  For 
they  must  know  that  people  will  say, 
"  There  are  the  Boman  Catholics  again ; 
when  there  is  a  chance  of  education 
they  take  the  lead  in  preventing  people 
being  compelled  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren." The  hon.  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast spoke  of  the  natural  love  of  the 
Irish  parent  for  the  education  of  his 
children.  I  am  sorry  I  must  differ  from 
him  on  that  point.  In  these  matters 
we  should  speak  of  the  places  we  know 
best,  and  the  locality  I  know  best  is 
the  Eastern  Division  of  Donegal,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the 
whole  of  Ulster.  I  was  for  many  years 
a  pupil  at  several  schools  there,  and  I 
know  that  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
Boman  Catholics  sent  their  children 
to  school. 

Me.  SEXTON:  When  was  that ? 

Mb.  EENTOUL:  lam  speaking  of 
the  time  when  I  was  at  school  myself. 
I  think,  on  the  whole,  therefore,  com- 
pulsion should  be  adopted  ;  I  think  it 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  people, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  any  hon.  Member 
c^posite,  or  any  members  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church,  opposing  it.  The' 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  said  you  were  going 
to  apply  this  system  in  the  teeth  of 
four-firths  of  the  Irish  Members.  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  that  there  are  six  distinct 
Parties  from  Ireland  at  present  in  the 
House,  and  that  he  can  only  speak  for 
one — the  Pamellite  Party.  On  the  First 
Beading  of  the  Bill  one  of  the  ablest 
Members  of  the  Pamellite  Party,  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Armagh  (Mr. 
Blane),  made  a  speech  in  favour 
of  compulsory  education,  and  he 
has  rweated  what  he  said  on  the 
First  Beading  of  the  Bill — namely, 
that  he  wo^d  support  this  Bill; 
and  therefore  he  has  not  changed 
his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  matter. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Seston)  said  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  in  bringing  in  this 
Bill,  had  omitted  from  his  calculations 
of  the  children  attending  school  the 
children  in  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools,  the  Church  Education  Schools, 

Mr,  Bentoul 


and  several  denominational  schools^ 
That  is  quite  true ;  but,  at  the  same- 
time,  I  consider  that  this  money,  as  I 
understand,  is  to  be  appUed  to  the 
national  system ;  and  I  think  it  was 
perfectly  natural  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary should  confine  himself  to  the  edu- 
cational system  which  was  within  the- 
purview  of  the  Bill,  and  therefore  I 
think  his  oaloolation  was  perfectly  fair^ 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
argued  from  England  to  Ireland,  and 
said  it  was  not  fair,  because  England 
was  the  richest  country  in  the  world 
and  Ireland  was  one  of  the  poorest.. 
That  statement,  of  course,  was  to  my 
mind  unfair  coming  from  a  Bepresenta- 
tive  of  the  City  of  Belfast.  Belfast  is,. 
I  think,  from  all  points  of  view,  the- 
most  prosperous  city  not  only  in  the 
United  Kmsdom,  but  in  the  whole  of 
Europe.  The  progress  of  its  wealth 
and  population  has  been  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  city  in  Europe  during; 
the  last  fifty  years,  and  yet  a  Bepresen- 
tative  of  that  city  talks  about  Ireland 
being  the  poorest  country  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  What  applies  to  Belfast 
applies  to  a  great  many  of  the  towns  in 
the  North  of  Ireland ;  it  applies  to  four 
of  the  Irish  counties.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber forgot  that  in  all  the  Unionist 
portions  of  Ireland  the  prosperity  is 
greater  than  in  England  or  Scotland  ; 
and  if  there  is  anything  that  makes 
Ireland  the  poorest  country  on  the  face- 
of  the  earth  it  is  in  the  parts  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Gentleman's  own 
friends  and  own  Party  ;  and,  therefore,I 
think  I  am  justified  in  aOT)lying  the 
same  tests  to  England  and  Ireland.  I 
have  shown  that  there  is  the-  same 
prosperity  in  the  Unionist  portion  of 
Ireland  as  in  England ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  when  Home  Bule  is  put  aside  for 
ever,  and  when  gentlemen  like  the  hon.. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
turn  their  attention  to  real  oonstmotive 
statmmanship,that  the  same  prosperity 
will  attend  tne  rest  of  Ireland.  Tli'e 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  said  he 
objects  to  this  Bill  because  it  is  grossly 
unjust  to  the  Christian  Brothers.  For 
certain  reasons  I  am  in  abject  terror  in 
referring  to  the  Christian  Brothers., 
because  the  last  time  I  referred  to  the 
Christian  Brothers  I  got  myself  into- 
trouble,  which  obliged  me  to  go  to  my 
constituency  and  hold  six  meetings  m 
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■order  to  elaborately  prove  that  I  was 
not  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
•Church-    By  producing  documentary 
:and  other  evidence  I  succeeded  in 
proving  that  I  was  not  a  member  of 
that  Church.  Having  learned  from  ex- 
perience I  shall  not  venture  to  say 
.anything  on  that  subject  at  all.  But 
I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  fail 
to  catch  our  jwint ;  but  I  am  sure  in 
point  of  fact  they  see  the  point  very 
well.    We  have  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  Christian  Brothers'  schools  in 
themselves.    What  we  object  to  is  the 
system  of  denominational  education, 
-and  we  cannot  permit — and  we  are  not 
.authorised  by  our  constituencies  to 
permit — that  to  be  done  indirectly 
vhich  we  are  not  prepared  to  do 
•directly.   The  reason  we  are  opposed 
to   the   system   of  denominational 
■education  is  that  we  think  that  the 
bringing  together  of   Catholics  and 
Protestants  in  the  same  school  and 
In    the     same    college    tends  to 
do  away  with  the  religious  bigotry 
which  ful  Gentlemen,  I  think,  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  deplore.  Having 
ibeen  a  pupil  in  a  national  school,  and 
^ain  in  an  intermediate  mixed  schuol, 
-%vhere  there  were  Roman  Catholics,  and 
^having  been  a  student  in  the  Queen's 
OoUege,  Cork,  and  the  Quel's  College, 
Oalw^,  where  half  my  fellow-students 
were  Roman  Catholics,  I  think  it  has 
been  very  beneficial  to  me  and  to  all  my 
.{companions.  It  is  not  from  any  bigotry 
that  we    object    to    the  Christian 
Brothers*  schocJs.    If  the  objection  to 
ihem  arose  from  bigotry,  I,  for  one, 
■would  never  go  into  the  Lobby  to  pre- 
vent them  having  a  share  of  this  grant. 
I  would  not  object  to  them  on  that 
.ground  at  any  risk.   But  I  think  there 
IS     no     bigotry    in    saying  that 
we    object  to  denominational  edu- 
.cation,   because   we    consider  that 
endowing   denominational  education 
is    endowing  the    Church ;   and  I 
think  I  can  prove  that  very  clearly. 
When  there  was  an  attempt  made  in 
Ireland  to  get  rid  of  the  Established 
Ohurch,  and  when  there  was  a  compro- 
22iige   made    with    the  Presbyterian 
Ohuroh  and  an  offer  made  to  endow  the 
BomAi^  Catholic  Church,  we  knew  very 
well  that  the  Presbyterians  took  their 
«nclow  ment  in  the  form  of  £75  a  year  to 


each  congregation ;  but  the  Roman 
CathoUcs  took  their  grant  as  an  endow- 
ment to  the  College  of  Maynooth,  clearly 
proving,  in  mymind,  thatthey regarded 
the  endowment  of  education  as  the  en- 
dowment of  their  religion.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  brings  tip 
again  the  matter  of  the  seventy  thousand 
Catholics  in  Belfast,  who  have  got  no 
representation  on  the  Town  CounciL 
That  statement  has  been  made  so  often 
in  this  House  that  I  confess  to  a  feeling 
of  weariness.  It  seems  that  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfast  consir^ts  of  some 
forty  Members.  I  can  assert  with  con- 
fidence and  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, from  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
Belfast  extending  over  twenty  years,  that 
there  are  three  hundred  ^otestants 
in  Belfast  who  would  come  in  in  the 
position  of  Town  Councillors  before  any 
Roman  Catholic  would  come  in  at  all. 
I  bring  forward  this  in  order  to  show 
that  Belfast  is  not  open  to  the  charge 
of  bigotry  which  that  statement  womd 
seem  to  indicate.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn), 
that  denominational  schools  in  Ireland 
had  increased  marvellously  between 
1867  and  1890.  The  Established 
Church  in  Ireland  was  against  the 
National  Board  at  first,  and  it  had  a 
large  number  of  schools  under  its  own 
wing ;  but  when  it  was  disestablished, 
or  was  about  to  be  disestablished,  its 
leaders  knew  there  was  no  fund  for 
keeping  up  the  schools,  and  they  recom- 
mended that  all  the  Church  denomina- 
tional schools  should  come  in  under 
the  National  Board.  Consequently,  an 
enormous  number  of  Church  schools 
came  in  at  once  after  the  Disestablish- 
ment, and  that  accounts,  in  my  mind, 
for  the  enormous  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  denominational  schools  since 
1867,  which  tJie  hon.  Member  for 
North  Cork  referred  to.  As  to  the 
question  as  to  the  want  of  a  ^neral 
desire  to  have  this  Bill  passed,  I  wish 
to  say  that  my  own  experience  is  this : 
that  there  is  a  strong  desire  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland.  I  have  received  letters  and 
resolutions  of  the  strongest  kind  from 
all  quarters  in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  and 
hon.  Members  opposite,  so  far  as  I 
know,  have  not  produced  any  testi- 
mony with  regard  to  the  Bill  from  the 
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actional  teaeheas  or  foom  any  section 

of  the  Irish  people  outside  the  clergy. 
I  may  read  one  resolution  which  I 
have  received  from  the  national 
teachers  irrespective  of  creed,  I  under- 
stand.  It  states — 

"Thftt  parcei-ring  from  ISz.  Btitaax*t  stat*- 
ment  io  tM  House  of  Commons,  th&t  be  hopee 
to  pass  the  Irish  EdacaUon  Bill  before  the 
Gteneral  Election,  provided  no  verr  pro- 
longed ducauion  takes  place  onon  its  ouuiMa, 
wa  reapMtCaUjr  call  upon  oar  BepresentatiTes 
to  aid  Bar  Uajesty'a  OoTcnuneot  in  paasing 
ttiia  measnre  whion  is  so  much  oalcolated  to 
benefit  na^onal  education  in  Irdand." 

I  therefore  desire  most  heartily  and 
most  strongly  to  support  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill. 

(8.55.}  Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) : 
I  differ  from  some  of  the  Members  who 
sit  on  these  Benches,  inasmuch  as  I 
support  the  present  Bill  for  what  it  is 
worth.  There  are  many  points  in  .the 
Bill  that  I  wish  to  see  amended.  I 
think  that  the  compulsion  is  far  too 
restricted.  We  require  more  compul- 
sion. You  should  have  the  same  power 
to  compel  a  man  to  do  his  duty  to 
his  ohUdren  as  you  have  in  this 
country.  This  compulsion  is  to  be 
restricted  to  a  few  places,  and  not  to 
those  which  want  it  most.  Against 
compulsory  education  and  against  free 
education  we  have  had  the  prophets 
of  e\'il,  just  as  we  had  them  twenty-two 
years  ago  when  the  Education  Bill  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Forster.  We  were 
told  that  his  Bill  would  uproot  the 
Constitution,  that  crime  would  increase, 
that  you  would  have  to  build  more 
gaols,  penitentiaries,  and  convict  estab- 
ushments,  and  that  life  and  property 
would  not  be  secure.  Every  one  of 
these  prophecies  has  been  reversed, 
and  there  is  nothing  more  consolatory 
than  to  take  up  the  educational  statis- 
tics in  England  side  by  side  with  the 
criminal  statistics.  We  find  that  in 
the  five  years  ending  31st  December, 
^869,  1,978  people  were  sentenced  on 
Ibdictment  in  England  to  penal  servi- 
tade.  That  was  when  the  population 
was  twenty-one  millions.  But  in 
twenty  years  after  the  passing  of  Mr. 
Forster's  Act,  when  the  population  had 
increased  by  nine  millions,  the  convicts 
had  decreased  to  729.  Many  people 
complained  of  the  amount  of  money 
expended  on  education,  but  for  it  you 
have  an  excellent  return  in  the  dimtnu- 
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tion  of  the  money  exp^ded  on  prisons. 
No  less  than  ei^t  oonvict  prisons^  in 
England,  oontaming  aoc<»amodaiaon 
for  upwards  of  six  thousand  prisonws* 
have  been  since  1882  assigned  to  other 
purposes.     These  prisons  have  been 
swept  away  by  reason  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1870.    We  expect  the  same^ 
result     in     Ireland,  we    expect  to- 
increase   our    industry,    we  expect 
to  turn  our  gaols  to  other  purposes. 
The  decrease  of  crime  in  BngluiJ 
since   education    was    made  com- 
pulsory has  saved  £160,000  a  yeat 
in  spite  of  the  increase  of  population* 
and  we  know  that  that  amount  repre- 
sents a  very  large  capitalised  swn- 
The  money,  therefore,  that  was  "be- 
grudged to  education  has  produced 
Lrge  returns  in  every  respect.    Tbis  is 
a  matter  in  which  we  may  also  take  a 
lesson  from  other  countries.  At  onetime 
95  per  oent.  of  the  French  in  Canada 
could  not  sign  their  names.   That  wa& 
a  disastrous  state  of  affairs,  somewhat 
similar  to  that  which  exists  in  many 
parts  of  Irehmd  at  the  present  time. 
The  patriotic  Canadians  vmo  advoaate^ 
education  were  denounced   f»  men 
animated  by  the  worst  ideas  of  the 
French  Eevolution,    But  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  splendid  system  of  educationi 
produced    excellent    results,  which 
were    so    well    illustrated    at  the- 
Colonial  ExJiibition  in  Londw.  An 
analysisof  the  Returns  for  the  counties- 
of  Ireland  shows  that  illiteracy  and 
pauperism  go  together.    It  is  no  use- 
putting  our  heads  in  the  sand,  and^ 
ostrich-like,  believing  that  the  sest  of  the 
world  cannot  see  these  things.   It  does- 
see  them.   I  may  lose  my  seat  in  this- 
House  for  what  I  am  saying,  but  I  do 
not  weigh  it  against  my  duty  under  tlie 
circumstances.    When  we  go  into  tlie 
history  of  other  countries  we  find  that 
it  is  illiteracy  which  conduces  to  the- 
dostmction  of  nations.    The  educated 
nations  are  the  safe  nations,  and  they 
are  always  victorious  in  war.    In  1870^ 
twenty  per  cent,  of  the  soldiers  of 
France   were    illiterate,   and  eTen 
men  from  the  ecdeeiastical  colleges- 
could  not  use  the  maps  with  which 
they  were  supplied  hy  the  Freneh 
Government.    Hence  French  soldier* 
lost  their  way,  and  were  taken  prisoners, 
by  the  Germans ;  but  there  were  ii<  *■ 
instances  of  Germans  being  similarly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


365      Natumal  EdaeaUm       (30  May,  1893}  {Irelaad)  BW..  968 


made  prieooers  by  tbe  French.  In 
Spain  the  InquisitioB  strsngled  educa- 
tion until,  as  the  French  Ambassador 
said,  "  Scienoe  wbs  a  erime  and  ignor- 
ance a  Tirtne.'*  llie  xesnlt  is  that 
Spain  is  now  backward  and  non-pro- 
gresnlTe,  in  spite  of  her  graat  mineral 
wealth.  Holland,  a  little  country  with 
no  raich  advantages  as  Spain,  had  an 
excellent  system  of  education,  and  is 
now  thriving  and  prosperous,  whilst 
Spain  is  miserable  and  degraded. 
iSioae  are  the  results  of  education,  or 
the  want  of  it,  in  nations.  I  will  now 
say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  political 
results  of  the  want  of  education.  I 
am  in  favour  of  manhood  safirage,  but 
manhood  snffi^^  has  for  its  comple- 
ment and  saj^plemenii  the  right  of 
universal  education.  Some  illiterates 
are  acute  and  able  men,  but  unfort-u- 
nately  there  are  too  many  who  cannot 
grasp  the  ideas  of  the  age  in  which 
they  live.  Nothing  that  we  have 
in  the  way  of  scientific  skill  or 
appliances  has  come  from  the  rich. 
We  have  got  it  from  the  poor  men. 
One  of  the  benefits  that  education 
would  give  to  the  people  would  be  self- 
reliance — it  would  enable  them  to  mis- 
trust the  statements  given  on  authority 
without  examination.  As  this  Parlia- 
ment has  educated  the  workmen  of 
England,  they  have  become  self-reliant 
— wey  respect  themselves  more  than 
they  used  to  do ;  crime  is  less,  and 
there  are  fewer  inmates  in  the  convict 
establishments,  which  are  being  turned 
to  better  purposes.  Let  compulsory 
education  be  given  to  Ireland,  and  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  England.  We 
cannot  have  too  much  of  it.  There  is 
not  the  sUgfatest  danger  of  anybody 
being  coerced  more  than  they  deserve 
to  be.  I  aiu  not  afraid  of  there  not 
being  school  accommodation  for  the 
children.  There  was  nob  enough  school 
accommodation  in  England  when  the 
Education  Act  came  into  force,  but 
millions  have  been  spent  since  then  on 
schools  and  appliances.  One  special 
duty  which  is  cast  upon  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  this  Bill  is  the 
protection  of  teachers,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent them  b^ng  turned  adrift  after, 
perhaps,  ten  or  fifteen  years'  service. 
I  am  in  favour  of  giving  teachers  the 
right  of  appeal  against  the  managers 
which  they  have  not  hitherto  had. 


Alto^ther,  I  ttunk  that  the  taaclMai 
have  a  claim  upcni  this  Houu  aai 
upon  the  Government  soeh  as  no  othae 
class  of  men  in  Ireland  hara,  and  at  is 
only  right  to  saT  that  the  amount  itf 
money  rnvm  xcaasx  this  Bffl  is  coitiafy 
too  sBmaU.  It  is  only  one-fifiih  of  Hia 
sum  which  is  annually  spent  on  the 
Constabulary.  The  amotmt  that  is 
spent  on  education  wiU  be  saved  idti- 
mately  in  prisons  and  in  the  reductioii 
of  crime.  I  intend  to  vote  with  tihe 
Chief  Secretary  in  support  of  this  Bill, 
but  to  amend  it  as  far  as  I  can  in  Com- 
mittee. I  hope  that  the  Chief  Seoratary 
will  consider  the  points  which  have 
been  raised  in  a  spirit  of  jnstioo  and 
equity  towards  the  national  toaefaeis  of 
Ireland. 

*(9.26.)  Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford, 
W.)  :  I  agree  with  those  who  have 
argued  that  compulsion  in  the  matter 
of  education  will  not  be  well  received 
by  the  people  of  Ireland  at  the  hands 
of  the  power  which  dealt  out  ooercioii 
to  them  in  other  measures.  When 
also  one  considers  the  relations  of  the 
clergy  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  it  is 
impossible  to  leave  out  of  account  ^» 
opinionsof  the  Bishops  on  the  subject  ol 
a  compulsory  system.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen have  spoken  very  sUghtin^^y  of 
the  Catholic  Bishops;  bat  when  wt 
find  that  they  represent  three-fourthS 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  it  is  impos- 
sible not  to  feel  that  the  question  must 
be  very  carefully  considered.  What  we 
wa)it  to  see  in  regard  to  education' is 
that  it  shall  be  a  system  which  is  in 
full  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the 
,  people.  A  desire  has  been  manilraticd 
by  some  sections  of  Protestants  to 
hinder  the  full  development  of  the 
Cathohc  population  of  Ireland.  Now, 
that  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  mis- 
take. It  is  desirable  to  produce  fully- 
equipped  citizens  instead  of  cramped 
and  partially-developed  members  of  the 
community.  It  is  unfair  to  throw 
illiceracy  in  the  face  of  the  Catholic 
population,  because  Catholic  edncstion 
has  been  hindered  by  Protestants.  If 
Catholics  are  behind  Protestants  in  the 
matter  of  education,  the  fact  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at ;  it  is  the  inevitable 
result  of  past  legislation.  Anyone  who 
examines  the  statistics  contained  in 
the  Census  Returns  wiU  now  Me 
that  there  has  been  a  rise  of  eduoft- 
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tion  all  over  Ireland  at  quite 
as  quick  a  rate  among  Catlio- 
licd  as  among  the  Protestants. 
Gentlemen  from  Ulster  have  opposed 
undenominational  education.  I  find 
that  the  religious  denominations  in 
Ulster,  in  comparison  with  the  same 
dwominations  in  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
have  more  illiterates.  As  regards  the 
Catholics,  in  sieven  out  of  the  nine 
counties  in  Ulster  about  twenty  per 
cent,  are  returned  as  illiterate,  whereas 
it  is  only  that  in  five  of  the  eighteen 
counties  of  Munster  and  Leinster.  In 
Armagh,  Donegal,  Londonderry,  and 
Tyrone  the  Presbyterians  are  worse  in 
the  matter  of  education  than  the  Pres- 
byterians in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  So 
that  I  do  not  think  the  systems  of  edu- 
cation in  Ulster  can  be  viewed  as 
models.  At  present  education  in  all  its 
branches  is  narrowed.  The  national 
schools  of  Ireland  have  only  twenty- 
five  literary  books  to  choose  from,  in- 
cluding geographies,  whereas  the  London 
School  Board  has  a  list  of  750  books  of 
the  same  character.  Then  history  is 
prohibited  on  the  plea  that  Irish  educa- 
tion must  embrace  nothing  of  a  political 
character,  but  in  the  library  of  the 
London  School  Board  on  the  Embank- 
ment I  hfhve  seen  books  for  use  in  the 
Board  Schools  as  unfur  as  any  Irish 
histories  can  be  said  to  be,  and  religious 
prints  and  pictures  are  allowed  that 
would  not  be  allowed  in  an  Irish 
Catholic  School.  So  much  regarding 
the  general  system.  If  there  is  one 
thing  in  which  the  Irish  people  are 
largdy  interested,  it  is  this  subject  of 
education ;  and  as  regards  the  Clu-istian 
Brothers,  I  have  received  more  resolu- 
tions from  Boards  of  Guardians  and 
Town  Councils  respecting  the  exclusion 
of  their  schools  from  the  grant  than  I 
have  received  on  any  other  sub^'ect  since 
I  have  been  connected  with  this  House. 
When  I  see  how  these  Brothers  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  boys,  and 
when  I  remember  that  in  Gibraltar  and 
other  possessions  they  are  receiving 
grants,  I  do  not  discern  how  that  course 
can  be  much  longer  neglected  in  Ire- 
land. These  men  are  devoting  their 
lives  to  education ;  their  schools  are 
admirable,  and  the  present  attitude 
towards  them  is  a  violation  of  the 
very  principle  upon  which  Mr. 
Forstw  8  Act  was  based.    The  very 
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essence  of  English  legislation  is  that 
we  avail  ourselves  of  present  institu- 
tions and  powers,  and  as  we  have 
in  the  Christian  Brothers  a  system 
working  admirably,  to  fail  to  utilise  it 
seems  to  me  a  very  narrow  policy.  I 
do  not  think  that  toe  effisrt 
to  force  peo^e  to  ediusate  to- 
gether is  productive  of  so  much 
real  enUghtenment  and  toleration  as 
the  wider  system  of  education.  I  have 
seen  the  books  used  in  the  schools  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  and  those  of 
the  National  Schools  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  them.  Attending  one 
of  the  celebrations  at  Cork  last  Christ- 
mas I  examined  the  books  given  to 
the  boys.  The  presents  embraced  the 
best  En^sh  works,  and  indeed  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  possible  in  more  than  one 
case  out  of  twenty  to  judge  from  the 
works  the  religious  character  of  the 
institutions  of  the  Christian  Brothers. 
It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that 
they  are  giving  a  narrow  education, 
their  whole  endeavour  being  to  bring 
out  the  faculties  of  the  boys.  It  wUi 
be  a  great  mistake  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  lend  them  support. 
It  will  be  impossible  much  longer  to 
refuse  to  acknowledge  the  reUgious 
feeling  of  parents  in  Ireland.  All 
parents  desiire  that  theh'  childreii 
should  be  influenced  by  the  religimi 
they  hold.  I  believe  that  our  future 
depends  largely  upon  education.  If 
we  are  to  be  cramped  in  this  con- 
nection, results  in  the  domain  of 
social  advancement  may  be  as  disas- 
trous as  during  last  century,  when 
efforts  were  made  to  put  down  our 
material  prosperity. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  To  my 
mind  this  Debate  has  been  very 
insincere.  The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
did  not  convey  the  impression  to  my 
mind  that  he  was  insisting  upon  a 
Division.  Neither  did  he  move  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill.  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  propositions  he 
advanced  were  aired  for  the  purpose  of 
hoodwinking  the  Bishops  of  Ireland. 
There  is  no  intention  whatever  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  and  it  would  have 
saved  the  time  of  the  House  if  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  had  refrained 
from  opposing  the  Second  Beading. 
The  hon.  Meniber  for  West  Bel^t  said 
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there  was  no  connection  between  the 
compulsory  clauses  of  the  Bill  and  the 
money  grant.  Why,  we  have  been 
for  th^  hut  twenty  years  taught  by  the 
hon.  Member's  friends  mat  com- 
pulsory education  could  not  be  enforced 
■unless  it  were  accompanied  by  free 
education.  We  have  compulsory  edu- 
cation in  the  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
followed  by  a  money  grant  which 
pays  for  the  extra  work  which  the 
teachers  in  Ireland  will  have  to  dis- 
«faai^,  so  that  I  think  there  is  a 
very  near  connection  between  compul- 
sion and  the  money  grant.  I  think 
that  to-night  the  teacmers  of  Ireland 
will  find  that  they  have  good  friends  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  venture 
to  say  that  hon.  Members  who  sat 
here  when  the  First  Reading  was  asked 
for  applauded  the  compulsory  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  and  shouted  out  jubilantly 
that  it  was  time  compulsion  should  be 
enforced  in  Ireland ;  and  I  think  those 
Members  will  to-night  give  a  silent  vote 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  myself  was  in 
•doubt  as  to  whether  compulsion  should 
be  ai^lied  to  Ireland  until  I  heard  the 
leader  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  declare  that  compulsion  was 
necessary  in  some  form  or  other.  The 
words  of  the  hon.  Member  for  London- 
^ierry  (Mr.  Justin  McCarthy)  on  that 
occasion  were — 

The  right  hon.  QenUeman  apoke  at  some 
length  of  compulKion.  I  never  understood 
that  there  was  in  Ireland  any  absolute  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  of  compulsion,  provided 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  care  in  the  time, 
the  development,  and  the  appIieaUon  of  it.  The 
right  hon.  Oentlemao  has  spoken  as  to  the  oe- 
■cesaity  of  elasticity  in  the  application  of  the 
prinoi^e.  What  we  want  to  know  is  wbether 
the  elasticity  is  to  be  elastic  enough,  and 
whether  the  elasticity  always  means  that  it 
will  be  elastic  at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right 
jplaee." 

I  venture  to  say  there  is  enough  elas- 
ticity in  the  Bill  provided  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  know  something  of 
the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  English 
Kducation  Act,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  clauses  in  this  Bill  are  much  easier 
than  the  clauses  applicable  to  the  people 
In  this  country.  Three  miles  is  the 
limit  in  England,  two  miles  in  Ireland, 
4uid  where  there  is  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  a  child  going  to  school,  the  limit 
may  be  decreased.  Then,  again,  with 
regard  to  the  exemption  from  attend- 
ance, there  are  provisions,  and  the 


reasons  are  also  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Thus  there  is  plenty  of  elasticity 
with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  com- 
pulsory part  of  the  Bill.  But  while  I 
approve  of  these  conditions,  I  fear  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  have 
some  difficulty  in  carrying  them  out. 
If  the  Bill  sins  at  all  it  sins  in  omission. 
Neither  the  Government  nor  the  School 
Attendance  Committee  can  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  unless  ample 
accommodation  is  provided  for  the 
scholars  in  future.  I  remember  that 
when  Mr.  Forster  put  forward  his 
Act  of  1870  he  said  he  would 
scatter  good  schools  throughout  the 
country.  When  he  made  his  average 
attendance  1,800,000,  school  places  to 
the  number  of  1,500,000  were  Lacking, 
but  the  working  of  the  Education  Act 
since  that  time  has  pro^  ided  places  for 
5,500,000  children.  In  the  application 
of  the  compulsory  clauses  the  late  Mr. 
Forster  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  additional  accommodation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  failed  to 
make  that  provision.  In  reply  to  a 
question  by  me  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man adduced  statistics  to  show  that  in 
Ireland  there  was  plenty  of  accom- 
modation. If  he  will  look  at  the  last 
Beport  of  theCommissionersof  National 
Education  he  will  find  on  page  1  a 
foot-note  stating  that  the  number  of 
pupils  on  the  .rolls  who  made  any 
attendances  at  our  schools  between 
1st  January  and  31st  DecembeTi 
1890,  was  1,037,000.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  us  that  the  average 
attendance  of  boys  and  girls  was  a 
Uttle  over  440,000,  and  that  the  accom- 
modation was  equal  to  770,000  school 
places ;  but  that  leaves  a  deficiency  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  school  places.  Sup- 
pose you  were  to  put  these  compulsory 
clauses  into  operation  to-morrow,  how 
would  you  provide  places  ?  It  would 
be  like  trying  to  get  a  quart  of  liquid 
into  a  pint  oottle.  I  trust  before  we 
go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  do  some-: 
thing  in  the  direction  of  increased 
accommodation.  To-di^  I  asked  a 
question  with  r^[ara  to  certain 
insanitary  schools  in  the  County 
Tyrone.  Of  that  answer  I  have  nothing 
to  complain ;  but  those  schools  are  not 
alone.  There  are  many  insanitary 
schools  in  Ireland,  and  for  that  reasou 
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the  attendfUHse  jb  in  many  cases  low. 
If  we  add  children  who  on  account  of 
insanitary  conditions  do  not  attend 
school,  the  necessity  for  increased  ao- 
oommodation  is  fnruier  shown.  I  am 
prepared  to  give  my  hearty  support  to 
the  compulsory  clauses  believing  that 
the  GoTommeat  will  provide  the 
necesBioy  school  places,  and  by  making 
the  schools  satisfactory  in  a  sanitary 
sense  remove  cause  for  hesitation  as  to 
sending  children  to  school.  As  com- 
pulsion will  cast  additional  work  upon 
the  teachera,  I  think  the  £210,000  is 
rightly  allocated  to  them.  I  go  quite 
as  far  as  any  Member  on  this  side  of 
the  House  in  my  regard  for  the 
Christian  Brothers.  My  earliest  re- 
collections are  in  connection  with 
them.  And  although  they  are 
doing  a  good  wo^  in  Ireland 
we  must  remember  that  these 
schools  are  really  secondary  schools. 
Although  I  deprecate  this  discussion, 
and  believe  it  to  be  half-hearted  and 
misleading  in  its  character,  yet  I  am- 
of  opinion  that  great  good  will  result 
to  Ireland  by  the  Bill,  and  I  shall  give 
it  my  cordial  support. 
.  (10.2.)  Mb.  timothy  HEALY 
(Longford,  N.) ;  I  have  observed  that 
during  the  Debate  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jackson)  has  been 
lying  su{Hne  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 

lik.  JACKSON :  The  hon.  Member 
has  not  observed  correctly.  I  have 
carefully  followed  the  discussion,  and 
am  waiting  to  reply. 

Mb.  HEALY :  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  so. 
It  may  have  been  consoling  to  him  to 
have  heard  remarks  in  support  of  the 
Bill  from  some  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
whose  seats  in  the  next  Parliament 
have  been  provided  for. 

Mb.  CONWAY :  Perhaps  your  own 
is  not  too  safe. 

Mb.  HEALY :  Now,  as  I  understand, 
the  Government  wants  to  get  through 
all  the  Supply  and  a  certain  number 
of  small  Bills  soon  after  the  Whitsun- 
tide holidays.  It,  therefore,  comes  to 
this :  You  may  love  your  Bill  very 
much,  and  yon  may  dislike  your  oppo- 
nents very  much,  but  what  prevails  in 
this  prosaic  place,  after  all,  is  what  is 
called  practical  politics.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jat^son),  flushed 
by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  speech  just 

2ir.  Conway 


delivered  from  this  side  of  the  House, 
may  get  up  and  m^e  a  very  deiDon- 
strative  speech  in  favour  of  this  Bill» 
and  he  may  say  that  he  will  die  on  tb» 
floor  before  he  will  surrender  a  clause; 
but.  Sir,  we  are  going  to  the  ooantry 
in  Jane,  and  I  beg  ^  right  hon.  G«d- 
tleman  to  out  Hs  ooat  aoeording  to  his 
cloth,  and  to  be  good  eoough  to 
moderate  any  exoees  of  ambition  he 
may  possess  at  this  period  of  th» 
Session  with  regard  to  this  BilL  We 
have  been  challenged,  Mr.  Speakor,  to 
go  into  the  Lobby  against  this  BUL 
Well,  I  have  no  intention  to  do  other- 
wise. My  hon.  Friend  the  Menober 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  pot 
one  or  two  points  with  great  cogency. 
First  and  foremost,  it  is  the  Looel 
Authorities  who  wUl  have  to  enforoe 
attendance  under  this  Act.  .  And  here 
let  me  say  that  in  the  abstract  I  am  in 
favour  of  compulsory  education ;  and  if 
you  will  allow  us  to  draw  up  a 
Bill  and  pass  it,  I  venture  to  say 
we  will  succeed  in  getting  more 
children  on  to  the  school  register  than 
you  will  do  by  means  of  tWs  BilL  I 
deny  that  there  is  any  genuineness  or 
sincerity  in  the  mind  of  the  Govern* 
nient  with  regard  to  benefitting  Izebud. 
Why  do  they  force  upon  as  Bills  we  do- 
not  want,  and  refuse  us  Bills  which  we> 
are  clamouring  for?  It  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  Chief  Secretary  can 
know  what  will  be  to  Ihe  advantage  of 
my  country  bettor  than  I  do.  The 
right  hon .  Gentleman  comes  from 
somewhere  in  Leeds ;  he  is  leased  to 
us  in  Ireland  for  a  short  time ;  he  draws- 
a  handsome  salary  for  governing  our 
country,  and.under  those  circumstanoes* 
he  thinks  he  is  justified  in  dogmatising^ 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  my  children 
are  to  be  educated.  How  would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  like  me  to  go  to 
Leeds,  and  if  I  succeeded  in  gettii^  on 
to  the  School  Board  there,  boss  the 
education  of  his  children  ?  Now,  Sir,  I 
will  make  an  offer.  Give  us  the  same 
municipal  franchise  as  you  hava  in 
England,  ai.d  we  will  allow  this  Bill  to 
be  passed  without  loss  of  time.  le 
that  a  fair  offer  ?  I  think  a  proper 
Motion  to  make  on  this  occasion  woutil 
be  one  to  the  effect  that  this  House  is 
not  prepared  to  proceed  with  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  without  the  existence  cf 
Local  Authorities,  constituted  in  th» 
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same  maimer  as  in  this  country.  I 
think  a  Motion  of  that  kind  would  put 
Gentlemen  in  somewhat  of  a  difficulty, 
because  they  are  rising  to  extend  to 
Ireland  the  some  fadlities  in  oonnection 
with  this  Bill  as  exists  in  Enghmd  and 
Scotland.  If  there  is  anything  that 
makes  me  tired  in  this  House  it  is 
listening  to  comparisons  between  Irish, 
and  English,  and  Scotch  Bills. 
Wheneverit  suits,the  English  and  Scotch 
systems  are  thrust  down  our  throats ; 
bub  the  moment  we  ask  for  a  Bill  on 
the  same  model,  we  are  refused — the 
medicine  is  not  good  for  Ireland.  A 
foreign  doctor  prescribes  for  us  out  of 
a  foreign  pharznaoopsBia  and  in  a  foreign 
language.  I  am  glad  the  First  Lord  has 
come  into  the  House ;  and  I  will  repeat 
the  o£fer  I  have  already  made — namely, 
that  if  the  Government  will  give 
us  the  same  franchise  for  Ireland 
as  in  England  and  Scotland,  they  can 
pass  their  Bill  practically  without  dis- 
cussion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  does  not  feel  in- 
clined, any  more  than  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, to  accept  that  offer,  and  yet  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  his 
Primrose  League  ti^t-rope  perform- 
ances during  the  next  month  will  con- 
•sist  of  denunciations  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers for  obeying  the  dictates  of 
Catholic  Bishops  and  refusing  to  allow 
this  Bill  to  become  law.  I  contend 
that  the  refusal  of  the  Government  to 
pass  the  Bill  upon  the  conditions  I 
ha\'e  suggested  shows  the  unreality  of 
their  desire  to  benefit  Ireland  in  the 
matter  of  education,  and  I  warn  the 
Government  that  unless  they  allow 
the  English  conditions  to  obtain, 
we  will  make  it  impossible  for  them 
to  pass  this  Bill.  In  addition  to  re- 
quiring the  English  franchise,  we  insist 
upon  compulsory  sites  for  schools, 
just  the  same  as  is  the  case  in  this 
country.  Unless  we  possess  that  power, 
it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
us  in  many  CELses  to  obtain  a  site  on 
which  to  erect  a  school.  As  evidence 
of  this,  I  might  refer  to  the  Isle  of 
Annan,  where  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had 
to  protest  against  the  local  landlords, 
who  would  not  give  him  a  square  rood 
of  land  on  which  to  build  a  school  for 
the  unhappy  islanders.  That  is  a  most 
essential  point.  Another  thing  the 
Jrish  Members  will  not  tolerate  is  the 


power  to  remove  or  dissolve  the- 
School  Attendance  Committee.  A&an,. 
we  insist  upon  the  applicatioD  oT  the- 
English  model.  These  are  three- 
carainal  matters  u^n  whicb  we  are 
entitled  to  satisfaction.  Now,  Sir,  we 
hear  a  good  deal  about  the  b^efits  of 
education ;  but  what  is  education  ?  I 
might  as  well  ask,  with  Pilate,"  "What  is- 
truth  ? "  The  teaching  that  goes  on 
from  the  text  books  provided  by  the 
Education  Department  is  absurd,  and 
I  think  the  children  should beprotected 
from  learning  such  stuff.  The  whole 
system  is  a  gross  absurdity.  You 
bring  a  lot  of  young  men  to  Dublin 
and  cram  them  with  what  is  little-- 
better  than  nonsense.  Here  is  one 
thing  they  have  to  pass  in.  The  ex- 
aminers take  some  of  the  brutally  spelt 
words  of  the  language  we  are  now  talk- 
ing, and  they  say,  "  State  the  number 
of  exceptions  to  the  second  rule  of 
spelling."  Would  anybody  be  less  un- 
educated if  he  were  unable  to  state  the 
exceptions  to  the  rules  of  spelUng?' 
Could  the  brilliant  statesmen  on  the- 
Treasury  Bench  tell  the  House  what 
those  exceptions  are  ?  I  denounce- 
as  an  atrocity  these  absurd  rules,  which 
a  number  of  pundits  in  the  Education 
Department  have  got  together.  A 
breath  of  sweet  air  should  be  sent 
blowing  through  all  these  educational 
cobwebs.  Then  there  is  yoxir  splendid 
system  of  grammar.  Would  anybody 
be  a  bit  the  worse  if  they  did  not 
know  it  ?  Why  should  children  be- 
taught  grammar?  And  yet,  forsooth^ 
fathers  are  to  be  fined  five  shillings  for- 
every  day  their  children  are  not  sent  to> 
school  to  learn  it.  I  went  into  a  school 
in  Donegal  a  couple  of  years  ago,  and  I 
found  that  not  a  child  there  could 
speak  English,  although  they  could  all 
read  it ;  and  that  was  going  on  under 
the  presidency  of  Sir  Patrick  Keenan^ 
who,  twenty  years  before,  when  a 
School  Inspector,  denounced,  in 
connection  with  this  very  county,  the- 
system  of  teaching  a  child  to  read  a 
language  which  they  did  not  under- 
stand. I  ask  the  Government  if  thai 
is  a  sensible  system  to  adopt.  I  say^ 
if  these  children  are  to  be  compulsoril^' 
educated,  let  it  be  in  their  own  lan- 
guage ;  and  here  I  must  remind  the- 
House  of  what  goes  on  in  Wales  and" 
the  Highlands  of   Scotland.     As  I 
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tmdeistand,  the  Welsh  ohildxen  are 
allowed  to  pass  in  the  Welsh  language, 
and  the  Gaelic  children  in  the  Gaelic 
language ;  and  I  can  assure  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  that,  when  we 
•come  to  discuss  what  education  is  in 
Committee,  we  will  put  down  Amend- 
ments with  a  view  to  liis  enlightenment 
•on  this  subject,  and  we  will  thresh  out 
the  question  whether  the  children  in 
Don^^  and  similar  parts  of  Ireland 
-are  to  be  compelled  to  learn  a  lan^age 
AS  foreign  to  them  as  the  Ghmese, 
when  they  might  get  a  decent  education 
in  their  own  language.  We  often  hear 
the  stupidity  of  the  illiterate  Irish 
peasant  denounced ;  but  if  I  had  to 
spend  my  life  on  a  desert  island  with 
■either  an  Irish  peasant  or  an  Irish 
Chief  Secretary,  I  should  prefer  to  be 
with  the  peasant.  Althot^h  these 
peasants  are  not  educated  in  an^  sense 
•of  the  word,  yet  they  have  just  as 
moeh  intelligence  and  shrewdness  as 
those  who  despise  them.  The  habit  of 
•denouncing  them  indulged  In  by  the 
English  prigs  and  Philistines  is  galling 
;and  detestable  to  me.  And  now  I  will 
■say  a  few  words  about  the  teaching  of 
the  Oiristian  Brothers — a  worthy  body 
-of  men,  earning  no  salary,  but  proud 
to  live  on  the  charity  of  the  people. 
These  men  devote  their  lives  to  celibacy 
and  good  works  and  to  the  education 
of  the  children  of  Ireland ;  but  their 
offence  is  that  they  put  up  their 
-ci'ocifix  in  the  schools.  It  reminds  me 
of  an  old  parish  priest,  who  once 
remarked  to  me  that,  apparently,  the 
lion  and  the  unicorn  meant  Christianity, 
whilst  the  crucifix  was  the  symbol  of 
idolatry.  These  are  the  sentiments 
that  prevail  amongst  our  enlightened 
masters.  Because  the  Christian 
Brothers,  who  devote  their  days  and 
nights  to  good  worlcs,  put  u^  a 
•omcifix  in  their  schools,  the  British 
nostril  goes  up  to  an  angle  of  seventy- 
five  d^rees.  These  Christian  Brothers 
provide  an  education  suitable  to  the 
wants  of  the  people ;  but  as  long  as  it 
does  not  square  with  the  rules  laid 
4town  by  the  English  Government  they 
are  refused  all  State  aid.  Then  we 
object  to  a  system  which  would  compel 
omldren  to  be  educated  under  a 
Board,  composed  of  men  who  are, 
■with  very  lew  exceptions,  alto- 
:gether    opposed   to   the  principles 

Jlr.  Timothy  Hecdy 


and  aspirations  of  the  Irish  people. 
And  who  are  the  gentlemen  under 
whom  this  system  is  to  be  enforced? 
There  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
have  been  expelled  from  Parliament 
because  they  didnotrepresentthevrishes 
of  the  people ;  there  is  the  leading  Prim- 
roser  of  Ireland — in  fact,  the  Board 
seems  to  consist  of  one  or  two  Judges, 
a  County  Court  Judge,  a  Protestant 
minister,  and  a  lot  of  expelled  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  you  ask  us  to  bov 
down  and  wor^ip  a  Board  of  that 
kind.  First  reform  the  Board  and  pot 
on  it  men  whom  the  people  trust,  and 
do  not  attempt  to  administer,  by  means 
of  a  Board  which  is  repugnant  and 
hateful  to  the  Irish  people,  an  exclnsive 
system  which  would  leave  70,000 
Catholics  at  the  mercy  of  an  ahen 
religion.  It  has  been  held  that  if  a 
man  spends  an  hour  in  gaol  for 
non-payment  of  a  fine  he  loses  the 
fran^ise,  and  the  House  will  see  how 
the  Catholics  of  West  Belfast  and 
Derry  are  likely  to  fare  in  this  respect 
The  Orange  Corporation  of  Belfast 
cannot  be  trusted  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  The  Catholics  are  the  poorest 
portion  of  the  country  and  the  Pro- 
testants the  richest.  I  know  yoQ 
represent  that  that  is  due  to  your 
superior  education,  but  I  attribute  it 
simply  to  robbery  in  past  times.  If  the 
Government  desire  to  introduce  some 
alleviation  into  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
people  on  this  matter,  I  begof  them 
to  recognise  the  Christian  Brothers' 
Schools.  There  may  be  some  principle 
of  British  l(^c  which  affords  a 
reason  why  you  should  not  do  as 
we  want,  but  we  do  not  want  your 
logic  or  your  reasons  ;  we  want  you  to 
act  on  the  wishes  of  the  people.  If  yoa 
do  not  wish  to  give  the  people  what 
they  want,  you  can  always  find  logic 
and  reason  on  your  side ;  but  if  yoa 
want  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  those  wishes 
are  that  the  Christian  Brothers  should 
be  recognised,  and  should  receive  the 
assistance  to  which  their  work  entitles 
them.  Pay  the  men  for  the  work  they 
do,  and  if  you  find  that  they  tui-n  out 
children  as  well  as  the  other  schools 
pay  them  accordingly.  What  has  the 
crucifix  to  do  with  it  ?  I  take  the 
strongest  exception  to  the  bona  fides  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  a  Reso- 
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lution  which  was  passed  in  this  House 
the  other  day.  "We  asked  that  a  rule  as 
to  the  use  of  schools  for  meetings  should 
be  applied  to  Ireland,  but  we  were 
told  that  it  was  not  suited  to  our 
country,  and  you  refused  it.  Then  how 
do  you  make  out  that  this  system  is 
suited  to  Ireland  ?   Who  is  to  be  the 

i'udge  of  suitability?  Is  it  always  to 
le  the  Tory  Government  ?  You  say 
that  one  thing  is  not  suited  to  the 
genius  of  the  Irish  people.  But  surely 
the  Irish  people  know  better  than  you, 
and  now  we  make  a  demand  that  the 
Irish  people  should  have  their  own 
way,  and  we  are  refused  on  the  opposite 
ground.  But  this  question  is  so 
entangled  with  contentious  ques- 
tions that  I  am  afraid,  unless 
the  Groremment  is  prepared  to  concede 
something  as  to  what  is  suited  to  the 
genius  of  the  Irish  people,  there  is 
very  little  chance  of  getting  this  Bill 
through  this  Session.  I  look  upon 
this  Bill  as  a  Greek  gift,  not  honestly 
or  fairly  intended.  Of  compulsory 
education  in  the  abstract  I  am  in 
favour,  but  it  is  given  in  this  Bill 
under  a  guise  which  from  its  nature 
is  entitled  to,  and  will  receive,  the 
strongest  opposition. 

(10.40)  Thb  chief  SECRETAKY 
FOB  IBEItAKU  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.) :  I  am  sure  everybody  will  appre- 
ciate the  new  character  in  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  appears 
as  the  champion  of  chivalry  and 
courtesy,  and  also  his  new  character  as 
the  deliverer  of  Ireland  from  all  its 
wrongs  by  a  policy  of  preventing  the 
poor  peasant  in  Donegal  from  learning 
the  English  language.  I  think,  if  we 
contemplate  the  children  of  these  poor 
peasants  growing  up  under  his  system 
and  only  able  to  apeak  the  Irish 
language,  he  will  see  that  they  may 
live  to  curse  rather  than  to  bless 
him. 

Mr.  TIMOTHY  HEALY :  What  I 
spoke  of  was  the  system  of  Sir  Patrick 
Keenan  in  teaching  the  children 
English  through  the  medium  of  the 
Irish  language.  The  children  at 
present  are  not  being  taught  English, 
but  only  to  read  a  few  words  in 
English. 

Mb.  JAC&SON  :  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  I  misunderstood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man.   He  gave  the  impression  that  he 


complained  that  they  were  being  taught 
to  spell  words  in  English,  and  I  under- 
stood that  he  preferred  that  they 
should  not  learn  English  at  all. 

Mr.  HEALY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  is  entirely  in  error.  I  do- 
not  object  to  their  being  taught 
English,  but  being  taught  to  read  a 
few  words  is  a  very  cUflFerent  thing.. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were- 
taught  to  read  a  few  words  in  Ghinese^ 
that  would  not  be  teaching  him  the 
Chinese  language. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  hope,  if  they  are- 
not  being  taught  to  read  English,  they 
will  be.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  it  is  our  bounden  duty,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  children  themselves,  to 
see  that  education  is  conferred  on  them 
in  the  way  that  will  be  most  advaji- 
tageous  to  them.  I  will  now  refer  to- 
some  of  the  points  that  have  been 
raised  in  the  Debate,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  argue  the 
question  of  compulsion,  because,  as  I 
understand,  the  principle  is  admitted 
by  everybody.  It  is  desirable  to  have 
some  method  of  compulsion,  not  for 
the  sake  of  having  compulsion,  but  with 
the  object  of  insuring  a  better  average 
of  continuous  attendance  at  school.  I 
have  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  De- 
bate, no  proposal  which  would  take  the 
place  of  compulsion  and  secure  the 
object  better.  No  one  can  deny  that, 
from  whatever  point  we  look  at  it^ 
there  is  room  in  the  average  attendance 
of  children  at  school  in  Ireland  for 
great  improvement.  There  is  room  not 
only  to  make  the  attendance  more 
regular  and  continuous,  but  also  to 
make  a  much  better  average  attend- 
ance than  is  made  now.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton), 
in  a  speech  of  great  ability  and  clear- 
ness, in  which  he  put  his  points  with 
great  force,  referred  to  the  question  of 
the  relative  attendance  of  children  at 
school  in  England  and  in  Ireland.  I 
have  gone  very  carefully  into  the 
figures,  and  I  cannot  in  the  slightest 
degree  depart  from  the  statement  I 
made  in  introducing  this  Bill.  I  have 
compared  the  average  attendance  with 
the  iiumber  on  the  rolls  for  Eng- 
land and  for  Ireland,  and  I 
hare  found  this  result.  Whilst  in 
England  the  percentage  of  average 
attendance  to  the  numbers  on  the  roHa 
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IS  about  seventy-nine,  the  percentage 
in  Ireland  is  only  about  fifty-nine. 
'That,  I  say,  is  a  great  discrepancy, 
•especially  when  compared  with  the 
facts  in  1871,  when  the  average  attend- 
ance in  Ireland  was  practically  better 
than  the  average  attendance  in 
England. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  The  right  hon. 
■Oentleman  has  been  told  before  that 
there  area  million  children  in  England 
who  are  not  on  the  rolls.  Why  does 
he  not  take  the  percentage  on  the  popu- 
lation, and  then  he  would  find  that 
there  is  only  a  difference  of  about  three- 
•quaiters  per  cent,  between  tiie  two 
•countries? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
•seems  to  think  that  the  number  on  the 
rolls  in  Ireland  is  relatively  larger  than 
it  is  in  England  ;  but  if  the  figures  are 
tested  in  that  way  it  will  be  found  that 
the  percentage  in  England  works  out 
to  16-3,  and  in  Ireland  to  17*8. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Not  at  all ;  in  Ire- 
land it  is  twenty-two  per  cent. 

Me.  JACKSON:  How  he  makes 
that  percentage  from  the  official  Betums 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  I  am 
taking  the  figures  of  the  Education 
Depariiment,  but  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
prefers  to  take  into  account  the  million 
that  be  has  stated  it  makes  his  case 
very  much  worse. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Why  should  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  the  per- 
■•centage  attendance  on  the  population, 
.^nd  then  it  would  be  seen  that  there 
is  very  little  difference  between  England 
4ind  Ireland. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  That  again  will  not 
■■^erve  him,  because,  although  we  may 
take  credit  for  a  great  deal,  we  cannot 
take  credit  for  the  English  families 
iieing  larger  than  the  Irish  families.  I 
■<1o  not  admit  that  lAie  number  of  chil- 
'<lren  is  larger  in  proportion  to  the 
IKipnlation  than  in  Ijeland. 

Mb.  timothy  HEALY  :  The 
number  of  marriages  is  greater  in 
En^nd. 

mu  JACKSON :  I  am  afraid  it  is 
impossible  to  carry  on  a  consecntive 
eat  under  these  ohrcmnstanora. 
SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 
Me.  JACKSON:  I  think  it  wifl' be 
found,  if  the  figures  are  carefaUy  ex- 
amined, that  tlie  position  which  I  desired 
.to  state  is  aoeurate,  and  that  is  that 

Mr.  JacJtatm 


the  average  attendance  in  Ireland  is 
much  worse  tiian  the  average  attend- 
ance in  England.   That  is  the  point  I 
want  to  bring  before  the  House.  If 
that  were  the  only  truth  I  believe  that 
would  be  a  sufficient  justification.  But 
on  the  principle  of  compulsion  I  would 
make  this  remark.    If  it  is  tme  that 
there  are  on  the  rolls  in  Ireland  ei^t 
hundred  thousand  or  a  million  children, 
the  only  object  we  have  is  to  try  and 
induce  or  compel  these  children  to 
make  a  better  average  attendance  at 
school.    There  is  no  change  in  the 
schools  to  which  these  children  are 
asked  to        There  is  no  wish  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  bring  abont 
any  change.    We  only  wish  to  bring  to 
bear  some  pressure  that  will  enable 
the  teachers  to  get  a  better  average 
attendance  of  scholars.    I  am  willing 
to  admit  frankly  what  the  hon.  ilem- 
ber  for  West  Belfast  has  said  about 
the    desire    of     Irish    pajrents  to 
have  their   children   educated,  but 
I  must  make  the  admission  as  applying 
to  some  and  not  to  all.  Something  has 
been  said  to-night  about  Uie  difference 
between  the  towns  and  the  oounties, 
between  the  cities  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. It  is  a  curious  fact  that  althongh 
you  might  have  expected  in  the  ruraJ 
districts,  where  the  schools  are  wide 
apart  and  the  population  is  scattered, 
that  education  would  be  less  advanced 
than  in  the  cities,  where  the  schools 
are  near  and  the  facilities  for  attend- 
ance are  greater,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  very  opposite  is  the  case.   The  per- 
centage of  illiterates  of  ofaildren  of 
school  age  is  considerably  greater  in 
the  citiea  than  it  is  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts.  There  is  another  curious  fact — 
that  both  apparently  in  the  cities  and 
in  the  count^  distnots  the  edacatioa 
of  the  women  is  better  than  the  edncs- 
tion  of  the  men.    I  wiQ  give  a  few 
figures,  and  they  are  fitpxes  from 
the  IWst  Census  Beturns,  snowing^  the 
illiteracy  computed  upon  the  numbers 
of  the  population  between  the  ages  of 
nine  and  twelve^  and  I  will  take  the 
column:  fbr  mdes.  Tfan  Hdnse  wOI 
take  it  from  me  iAxst  the  proportaon  of 
illiteracy  is  smdier  amongst  females 
than  amongst   males.     In  Dtmegal 
Cbtmty  there  are  sixteen  per  cent,  of 
initerates  between  the  ages  of  nine  and 
twelvB ;  in  Waterford,  n>4 ;  in  Wer- 
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ford,  twehe;  in  Oalway,  13-7.  The 
otiurs  range  from  about  three  up 
to  nine  per  cent.  In  Dublin 
City  the  percentage  is  14-9 ;  in 
lixn^ck,  11*6  ;  in  Waterford  City, 
U-7  ;  in  Galway  City,  14-5.  The  per- 
centage of  illiterates  in  the  cities  as  a 
^Thole  is  9-3,  whereas  the  percentage  in 
the  ooontieB  is  only  8-1.  Therefore  the 
percentage  of  illiterates  in  the  cities  is, 
SM  I  have  said,  greater  than  in  the 
coi^ntry  districts.  Between  the  ages 
of  nine  and  tw«ity  there  are  in  Ireland, 
aeoording  to  the  last  Census,  no  fewer 
than  78,900  persons  who  can  neither 
read  nor  write.  I  think  that  is  a  con- 
dition of  things  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
altw,  it  is  our  duty  to  find  a  remedy  for. 
That  is  not  a  fault  of  the  existing 
system.  It  is  the  fault  of  those  persons 
who  neglect  to  see  that  their  children 
go  to  school.  There  are  some  other 
iigores  that  I  might  have  referred  to  ; 
but  I  will  state  this  fact  generally :  that 
of  the  children  who  fill  the  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools  in  Ireland 
only  six  per  oeni.  can  read  and  write. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Many  of  them  are 
'deserted  (^dren. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  agree  that  many 
of  tfaem  are  deserted,  but  it  is  exactly 
these  children  we  want  to  get  into  the 
schools. 

Mb,  TIMOTHY  HEALY  :  How  do 
yoa  do  that  nnder  this  Bill  ? 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  You  can  do  that 
under  the  existing  law. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  There  wiU  be  no 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  deserted  chil- 
dren, and  obildran  who  fill  the  Indus- 
trial  and  ref(»ii»tory  sohoolB,  as  well 
as  with  othet  ohildren  under  this  Bill. 
Bot  what  I  wanted  to  point  out  was 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
ohildren  who  are  sent  into  these  indus- 
tzial  aod  reformatory  schools  are  sent 
there  from  the  cities,  and  we  think  this 
is  a  veiy  serious  condition  of 
things.  We  faa"ve  more  illite- 
rat«B)  and  worse  attendance ;  we 
hare  more  crime,  and  more 
^ildwm  yAu>  am  being  brought  up  in 
•orime»  in  due  oitiesihan  in.  the  oountry. 
Itixas  bem  nid  by  the  hon.  M«nber 
for  West  Belfast  mait  oorapnlsion  is  not 
smtwd  to  Irdand,  and  afiparsBtly  it 
has  been  put  forward  that  it  is  not 
suited  to  the  Boman  Catholic  pwtion 
•of  Iretond.   AH  I  would  sa7  on  that 


point  is  this.  There  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  Boman  Catholic  schooU  in  this 
country,  and  I  see  no  difference 
between  the  Boman  Catholic  schools  in 
this  country  and  the  Boman  Catholic 
schools  in  Ireland  as  regards  the  ability 
to  give  average  attendance.  In  England 
the  average  attendance  at  the  Boman 
Catholic  schools  is  just  as  good  as  it  is 
in  the  Board  schools  or  in  the  Church 
of  England  schools ;  and,  therefore, 
it  is  not  a  question  of  religion.  The 
cost  of  education  in  Ireliuid  is  far 
higher  than  it  is  in  England,  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  is  quite  clear,  as  regards 
the  application  of  comj9ulsion,  that  that 
is  not  a  question  which  can  be  more 
objectionable  to  the  Boman  Catholics 
in  Ireland  than  it  is  in  En^nd.  I 
believe  the  Boman  Catholics  in 
England  would  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  application  of  compul- 
sion in  this  country  has  contributed 
largely  to  benefit  their  schools  and  to 
improve  the  average  attendance.  With 
regard  to  the  other  points  that  were 
raised  I  need  only  s^  a  few  words.. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  re- 
ferred to  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Bishops,  and  said  that  any  resolu- 
tion passed  by  such  a  body  was 
deserving  of  every  respect  and 
of  the  most  careful  consideration. 
One  of  the  objections  raised  was  vrith 
regard  to  the  supply  of  schools ;  it  was 
pointed  out  that  more  schools  were 
wanted  and  that  a  bettor  supply  of 
schools  ought  to  be  provided.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  view  that  if  it  be  found 
that,  by  reason  of  increased  attendance, 
the  sohools  are  either  overcrowded  or 
there  are  not  sohools  enoo^^,  more 
progress  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
building  of  schools.  It  must  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  nothing  is 
being  done  in  that  direction.  We  are 
making  grants  to  t^e  extent  of  £40,000 
a  year  in  aid  of  the  buildii^'  of  sohools 
in  Ireland,  and  the  'ptoowB  of  boilding 
additional  nho<^8  and  rerplaoing  the 
old  ones  is  going  on  at  a  rairly  satis- 
faotory  vatei  Ano^w  qnestami  was 
want  ot  faoilities  tor  training 
teachers.  I  favour  as  stroqriy  as 
anyone  the  ^oviding  of  aicMabona2 
faralities  for  training  toaohers  and  im- 
proving the  qualifieaitions  of  those  who 
have  not  been  trained.  T^  my  mind  it 
is  one  of  the  blots  on  the  e^ootion 


DigitizeO  by 


283      National  Education        {COMMONS^  (Ireland}  Bill.  38i 


system  in  Ireland  that  v/e  have  prac- 
tically only  one-third  of  the  teachers 
in  the  national  schools  who  are  trained 
teachers — only  one-third  hold  certifi- 
cates as  trained  teachers.  In  this 
respect  the  Eoman  Catholics  are  worse 
off  than  the  Protestants,  for  of  the 
Bonum  Catholic  teachers  only  one- 
foortfa  are  trained  teachers,  while  about 
fifty-two  per  cent,  of  the  Prcrtestant 
teachers  are  trained.  Anything  which 
can  be  done  to  improve  the  training 
and  the  supply  of  trained  teachers  will 
have  my  active  support.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  establishment  of  local 
infant  schools.  I  say  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  provide  infant  schools 
apart  from  the  other  schools,  because 
the  ohildren  who  attend  them  could 
hardly  come  and  go  without  someone 
to  take  care  of  them,  and  it  is  a  great 
convenience  if  the  small  children  can 
go  to  school  with  the  elder  ones.  I 
think  the  objection  could  be  met  by 
the  provision  of  better  school  accom- 
modation. Now,  Sir,  a  point  to  which 
great  importance  has  been  attached, 
and  which  I  admit  is  important,  was 
raised  by  the  hon.  Members  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  and  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) ,  who  both  attached 
great  weight  to  it.  It  is  that  no  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  Bill  of  compulsory 
powers  for  the  acquisition  of  sites.  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  that  if  the 
case  can  be  made  out — one  or  two 
instances  were  given — that  there  are 
cases  where  land  is  refused  for  sites  for 
schools,  the  difficulty  must  be  got  over 
by  giving  compulsory  powers,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  possible  to  bring 
up  a  clause  to  meet  the  case.  Reference 
was  made  to  indirect  compulsion  and 
the  limiting  of  employment.  As  regards 
indirect  compulsion  I  am  bound  to  say, 
so  far  as  I  am  able  to  understand  the 
proposals  that  have  been  made,  we 
might  arrive  at  this  result :  You  would 
prohibit  employment,  and  unless  you 
took  some  steps  to  secure  education 
the  children  would  be  neither  employed 
nor  educated,  which  I  think  would  be 
a  rather  worse  position  than  the  present 
one,  for  there  would  be  no  advantage 
in  keeping  the  children  idle  unless  you 
are  gomg  to  get  them  into  the  schools, 
and  they  womd  be  better  in  employment 
than  idling  abont  the  streets.  I  do  not 
think,  therefore,  the    proposals  are 

Ifr,  Jackson 


very  practicable.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  convent  schools,  that  they  were 
badly  paid.  The  Bill  deals  with  money 
now  at  our  disposal,  and  I  will  venture 
to  say  that,  as  regards  the  allocatioo 
to  convent  schools  under  this  Bill  of 
their  portion  of  £210,000,  they  have  no 
mjustice  done  to  them.  It  will  be 
generally  admitted  that  they  have  been 
treated  fairly,  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  convent  schools  have  it  in 
their  power  to  be  paid  on  exactly  the 
same  terms  as  any  other  schools.  They 
can  come  forward  and  adopt  classifica- 
tion, andbe  paid  class  salanes ;  twenty- 
five  of  these  schools  are  so  paid.  The- 
other  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  are 
aid  by  capitation  grant,  but  very  much 
etter  than  they  used  to  be ;  and  it  is 
admitted  that,  as  regards  the  allooation 
of  the  money  under  this  Bill,  we  have- 
done  full  justice  to  them.  The  hon. 
Member  for  "West  Belfast  raised  several 
other  objections,  one  of  which  was — 
and  his  words  made  considerable  im- 
pression on  me,  as  I  desire  the  protec- 
tion of  every  creed — that  there  is  no 
provision  for  the  representation  of  the 
various  denominations  on  the  Attends 
ance  Committees  or  among  the  officers. 
I  have  all  the  way  through  dwired  that 
there  should  be  no  friction,  no  injustice- 
done  either  to  Protestant  or  Catholic  ~ 
and  anything  I  can  do  to  prevent  fric- 
tion and  to  give  dne  representation,  sc^ 
that  there  shall  be  no  feeling  of  injus- 
tice on  one  side  or  the  other,  I  will  do- 
Mb.  sexton  :  Bxtend  the  fran- 
chise. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Well,  that  would 
neither  meet  the  difficulty  nor  remedy 
it.  I  think  some  Amendment  might 
be  made  in  Committee  which  would 
secure  that  not  less  than  one  c.f  each 
denomination  should  be  on  the  Attend- 
ance Committee,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  proportional  representation 
of  the  various  denominations  on  the- 
Boards  of  Management.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  you  could  not  have- 
a  more  practical  body  to  work  what  is 
called  compulsion,  but  what  I  desire  to- 
call  ensuring  better  attendance  at 
schools,  than  a  committee  consisting 
largely  of  school  managers  themselves ; 
and  if  some  plan  of  that  sort  would  meet 
the  view  of  the  hon.  Gentlmuui,  I 
should  be  ^lad,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  carr>' 
itout,a8iti8not  opposed  to  theprincipk- 
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of  the  Bill,  and  is  deured  in  more  than 
one  quarter.  I  will  endeavour  to  find 
some  words  to  meet  the  case.  The  hon. 
Member  Tefwred  to  the.  Education 
Departmebt's  power  to  fix  the  number 
of  attendances.  On  the  introduction 
of  the  BiU  I  stated  that  our  object  was 
to  give  as  much  elasticity  as  possible 
in  this  respect,  and  not  to  have  a  hard 
and  fast  rule  applied  to  both  town 
and  country.  There  might  be  some 
districts  in  which  it  was  possible,  with- 
out inconvenience,  to  have  a  better 
average  of  attendance  than  in  others, 
and  I  thought  it  desirable  that  that 
should  be  taken  into  account.  My 
view  was  that  it  was  better  to  leave  it 
to  the  Education  Department,  but  if  it 
is  thought  better  to  leave  it  to  the 
School  Attoidanoe  Committees  of  lai^ 
districts  to  fix  the  minimum  number  of 
attendances,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Education  Department,  I  do  not 
see  any  objection  to  that.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  power  of  the  Education 
Department  to  supersede  the  Attend- 
ance Committees.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  no 
lover  of  the  power  of  superseding  bodies 
of  this  description  ;  but  I  say  it  is  no 
use,  it  is  futife,  to  form  a  committee 
and  entrust  it  with  important  duties  of 
this  desfoiption  unless  yoa  provide 
some  means  of  enforcing  their  fulfil- 
ment in  case  of  failure  or  refusal.  I 
think  the  proposal  in  the  BiU  is  the 
best.  If  we  were  to  insert  a  new 
election  instead  of  that  proposal,  the 
Department  might  oaU  upon  the  Local 
Authority  to  elect  a  new  committee, 
but  there  would  be  no  power  to  enforce 
it. 

Mb.  sexton  :  There  would  be  the 
same  power  to  enforce  a  new  election  as 
to  enforce  any  other  election. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  thought,  in 
the  absence  of  any  better  plan,  that  that 
su^stion  in  the  BiU  is  the  simplest 
and  most  effective.  If  any  hon. 
Member  has  a  better  plan  I  shaU  be  glad 
to  consider  it.  Now.  Sir,  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  Christian  Brothers. 
I  felt  this,  listening,  as  I  did,  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford :  I  won- 
dered why  the  Christian  Brothers  did 
not  come  within  the  rules  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  Webb)  to  show  that 
the  Christiui  Brothers,  do  anything 

■  VOL.  V.       [fourth  bbbisb.] 


that  would  shut  them  outside  the 
reasonable  limits  laid  down  \}y  the 
Education  Department ;  and  my  sur- 
prise  is,  .listening  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  that  the 
Christian  Brothers  do  not  take  advan- 
tage of  this  grant  from  the  Education 
Commissioners.  It  «ititely  rests  with 
themselves.  And  if  we  are  to  believe, 
as  I  do  believe — I  do  not  dispute  it — 
the  descriptions  which  have  been  given 
of  the  Christian  Brothers'  Schools  in 
this  House,  it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  surprise  

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
Why  do  you  not  admit  them? 

MB.  JACKSON:  The  Education 
Department  are  perfectly  willing  to. 
admit  them,  and  the  fact  is  thab 
the  Christiui  Brothers  themselves 
were  at  one  time  under  the  Education 
Department,  and  did  receive  a  grant, 
and  they  themselves  took  their  de- 
parture. 

Mr.  TIMOTHY  HEALY  :  Why  ? 

Mh.  JACKSON  :  Listening  to  the 
speech  of  the- hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford and  the  description  he  gave  of  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Schools.  I  really, 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the 
Christian  Brothers  refuse  to  accept  the 
grant  of  the  Education  Department. 
It  cannot  be  a  question  of  religion,  be- 
cause we  have  the  fact  that  there  are 
about  70,000  children  in  convent  and 
monastery  schools  in  Ireland,  some  of 
these  schools  being  controlled  by  the 
friends  of  the  Christian  Brothers  ;  and 
we  have  nearly  70,000  children  who 
do  receive  a  grant  from  the  Education 
Department,  and  I  cannot  for  the  life 
of  me  conceive — and.  as  I  heard  him, 
the  hon.  Member  said  nothing  to  show 
— why  the  Christian  Brothers  should 
keep  themselves  outside  the  rules  of  the 
Education  Department.  I  think  I 
have  touched  upon  most  of  the  points 
which  I  have  heard  raised,  and  I  hope 
I  may  now  make  an  appeal  

Mr.  sexton  :  The  franchise  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  With  regard  to  the 
franchise.  I  do  not  think  the  franchise 
is  a  question  which  has  any  relevancy 
to.  or  any  connection  with,  the  BiU 
which  is  now  before  the  House.  I  do  not 
suppose  for  one  moment  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Longford  or  any  other 
hon.  Member  can  give  any  reason  why 
we  should  mix  up  the  question  of  thei 
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franchise  in  Ireland  with  the  question 
df  education.  But  I  hope  I  have  said 
sufficient  to  show  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site that  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part 
qI  the  Government  to  do  otherwise  than 
to  try  to  meet,  as  far  as  they  oim  *con- 
nstently  with  the  prinoiple'of  the  Bill, 
any  hon.  Member  on  any  of  the  details. 
I  believe  the  Bill  will  confer  great 
benefits  on  the  children  of  Ireland,  and 
I  do  hope,  and  I  make  this  earnest 
appeal  to  hon.  Members  on  behalf  of 
the  children  of  Ireland,  that  they  will 
not  refuse  to  give  to  these  children  the 

treat  boon  which  this  Bill  will  un- 
oubtedly  confer  upon  them. 
(11.30.)  Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan.  W.) :  I 
do  not  intend  to  detain  &xe  House  for 
more  than  one  minute.  -  As  to  the 
qoestion  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  I 
regret  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  made  any  concession.  I  think  that 
any  one  who  had  listened  to  this 
Debate  would  be  convinced  that  on 
no  point  has  a  stronger  case  been  made 
out  than  in  the  case  of  the  Christian 
Brothers.  It  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  question  of  the  main  object 
ol  the  Bill,  the  effect  of  which  will  be 
to  destroy  in  many  cases  the  separate 
schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers. 
The  ri^t  hon.  Gentlemui  asked  how 
H  was  that  this  religious  order,  who  at 
one  time  allowed  their  schools*  or  some 
of  them,  to  come  under  the  National 
Board,  now  refused  to  accept  a  grant 
from  the  Education  Department.  In 
the  first  place,  the  reason  is  because 
the  rules  of  the  Board  have  been 
<rfianged,  and  that  prevents  them  from 
ooming  under  it. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  cannot  for  a  moment  be  pre- 
pued  to  assert  that  the  Christian 
Beothers  left  in  oonseqoenoe  of  the 
riteratitm  of  the  rules. 

Mb.  KNOX:  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that  the 
course  taken  by  the  Christian 
Brothers  was  partly  in  eonsequence 
of  the  alteration  of  the  rules, 
and  that  it  was  partly  in  consequence 
of  the  way  in  which  the  rules  were 
worked.  We  know  now  that  these 
rales  were  worked  by  some  members  of 
the  Board  tor  the  pnrpose  of  prosely- 
Uam,  That,  oombined  with  the  rule 
whidi  prevented  emblems  being  used 
m  the  schools,  drove  them  out;  and 
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they  ask  is  th^  that  rule  should  be  re- 
moved, and  that  the  same  liber^ 
should  be  given  in  the  choice*  of  books 
that  is  given  to  every  voluntary  school 
in  England.  I  ask  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  go  down  to  his 
constituency  in  England  uid  tell  than 
that  they  were  to  have  no  books  in  their 
voluntary  schools  in  England,  if  the; 
were  to  get  a  Government  grant,  ex- 
cept those  that  were  prescribed  by  the 
Education  Minister  of  the  day?  I 
wonder  how  they  would  have  liked  it 
if,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sheffield  was  Gducatioi 
Minister,  he  had  prescribed  all  the 
books  which  were  to  be  used  in  the 
schools.  They  would  not  have  stood 
it  for  a  moment,  and  the  Christian 
Brothers  only  ask  for  the  same  liberty 
in  this  matter  as  is  enjoyed  by  the 
English  voluntary  schools.  But*  per- 
haps, the  most  important  point  upon 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
met  us  is  as  to  the  question  of 
the  franchise.  On  the  Second  Beading' 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill  the  same 
question  was  raised.  Now  the  Local 
Government  Bill  is  no  longer  practical^ 
before  the  House.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  met  us  by  saying  that 
in  the  event  of  the  Local  GovemmaN 
Bill  not  being  proceeded  with  hewouU 
give  facilities  for  passing  this  Session 
the  Bill  to  confer  a  wider  monicipal 
franchise  on  Ireland,  I  think  we  should 
have  been  able  to  allow  this  Bill  to  pass 
the  Second  Beading  without  a  Division. 
He  has  unfortunately  not  given  ns  any 
such  undertaking.  The  inmusion  of  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Schools  in  the 
system  of  national  education  is  a  matter 
on  which  no  legislation  is  necessary.  I 
think  it  only  needs  a  slight  alteration 
in  the  rules,  which  can  be  made  bytfae 
Exeoative  Authority  of  the  Irish 
National  Edaoati<m  Board.  If  without 
any  such  altwation,  or  without  any 
change  in  the  present  narrow  aad  re- 
stricted su&age  in  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  towns,  the  Bill,  as  proposed,  is  to 
pass  into  law  almost  in  itemesent^pe, 
itwillbe  found  to  be  ine&otive.  I  bej; 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name  on  the  Paper. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "Thai"  to  Um 
end  of  Um  Qneition,  to  order  to  add  ttwwofdt 
"vBttt  the  LoMl  Aatfaocity  obMrgad  wHb  Ibe 
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adBiniatntiott  of  aompulBory  powers  is  elected  ' 
«D« frmuohiae  similar  to  that  whieh pceTubi in 
England  aod  Bootladid,  and  the  ubcine  of  free 
education  is  fairly  w^ied  to  «U  efficient 
•elMMntarraeboola,  tb&  Honaeto  not  prepnred 
te  fRweed  vith  thb  Bin."-(Jfr.  Xiunc) 

Question  pot,  "  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 
^estion." 

(11.25.)  The  House  divided : — Ayes 
152;  Noes  53.— (Biv.  List.  No.  153.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  f^reed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time.'  and  com- 
mitted for  Thursday. 

SUPPLY  —  CIVIL   SERVICES  AND 
REVENUE  DEPABTMEim,  1803. 
•   VOTE  OH  ACOOtFNT. 

'Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Motion  made,  and  Question  pn^oosed, 

"That  a  farther  eiun,  not  ozoeeding 
£4,632^,  be  granted  to  Her  Uajestr.  on 
«cooant,  for  or  towards  defraying  tiie 
Charges  for  the  following  CStU  Senricca  and 
Bovenne  Departments  for  tlie  year  ending 
•4ni  the  Slat  a»y  of  March,  1893— namely  :— 

CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Glass  I. 
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£ 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens  15,000 

Hooaes  of  Parliament  Bnildings    ...  8,000 

Adminlbr,  Bxtenaion  of  BnUdingB...  4,000 
WaoaUaMOos  Legal  BuildiDgs,  Great 

BrUain    6,000 

Art  and  Solenee  BoOdinga,  Onat 

Britun           ...         ...  3,000 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  BaildingB  4,000 

Barnnue  Department  Bnildina    ...  64,000 

Publie  Bnil&iga,  Great  Britaui     .  TOjOOO 

Somys  of  the  United  Kingdom  ...  36,000 
HariKHirs,   &c^  ander   Board  of 

Trade,  and  Lighthooaei  Abroad  .. .  3,000 

Foterbead  Harboor    2,000 

Odedonian  Canal           ...         ...  —  — 

Rates  on  GoTOcnment  ProperW     ...  10,000 

Publie  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland  20,000 

Raflwaya,  Ireland           -      .   ...  30,000 

Glass  II. 
United  Kingdom  andEi^wid  :~ 

Houae  of  Lords,  OffioM   ...         ...  8,000 

House  «f  Commona,  Ofllcea         ...  11,000 
TnaaofT  and  Sttbordiaate  Depart- 
ments   13,000 

Home  Offiee  and  Subordinate  De- 

partmeata    16,000 

FimignOfaee    17JXX) 

-ColotSal  OAee   7,000 

Privy  Cooneil  OfDee  and  Subordinate 

Department*   ..    3^ 

Boari  t>f  Trade  and  Subordinate  Do- 

partments       ...         ...         ...  30,000 

BMkrtipt^  Department  of  tiw  Board 

of  Tmte    — 

Boai4of  A^mttora      ...        „.  5^ 


£ 

Charity  Commisaion       .„        ...  7,000 

CinlSiBrriceC<Homisdon...        _  8,000 

Bzchequer  aod  Audit  DepartmMit ...  10,000 

Friendly  Boeieties,  KeipAxf         ...  Ifi0$ 

Local  Qovemmeot Board...  .   ,  ...  28^000 

Luna<7  Commisrion        ...         ...  3,000 

Mercutile  Marine  Fund,  Grant  In 

Aid    ...    16,000 

Mint  (fndwBng  Coinage)   —  — 

National  Debt  OfBee    2,500 

Public  Reeord  OfBee       ...         ...  3,000 

Public  Works  Loan  Commissiia   ...  1,500 

Rc^trar  General's  Offlee...  6,000 

Statieoecy  (MBee  and  Printing     ...  00^ 

Woods,  Forests,  &c  OtBoe  of  „  S^OOO 
Works    and    PvbOe  BoildiiuL 

Office  of    7,000 

BooretSeniee    ...        .        —  9,600 

Scotland : — 

Secretary  for  Scotland     ...        ...  2,000 

Fishery  Board    ...         ...         ...  3,000 

Lnnatnr  Commission        ...         ...  1,000 

Registrar  General^  Qflloe...        „  1,000 

Board  of  SupervisiaQ      ...        •»  1^600 

Ireland : — 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Honaehold  1,000 
Chief  Seoretary  and  SidMVdinato 

Departments  ...  ,»  ...  6,000 
Charitable  DonaUons  aadBommts 

OfBee «        ...         ».        ...  300 

Local  GoTemmmt  Board          ...  16,000 

Public  Record  Offioe       ...         ...  800 

Public  Works  Office       ...         ...  6,000 

R^isirar  General's  Offiee...         ...  4,000 

Vuuation  and  Boundary  Surrey  ...  4,00Q 

Class  III. 
United  Kingdom  and  Kntfand : — 

Iaw  Chaises      ...    12,000 

Misoellaneoos  Leftal  Expenaea      ...  12,000 

Supreme  Court  of  Judioatnre  70,000 

Land  Registry    ...        ...        ...  1,000 

County  Courts    ...         ...         ...  —  — 

Police  Courts  (Limdon  and  Sheer^ 

nesa)  ...         ...        ...        ...  600 

Police,  England  aod  Walea          ...  8^000 

Prisons,  England  and  the  C<Aotam„.  0^000 
Refonnatory  and  Industrial  Behoela, 

Great  BrUain   70,000 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Aagimm  4^000 

SooUana:— 

LawC^iaiveBandCovrtarfLaw  .»  20^ 

Regider  House                        ....  6^000 

Crofters  Commia^on       ...        ,»  1,600 
Prisons.  Scotland...         ...  ... 

Ireland:— 
Law  Cha^s  and  Criminal  Froaeeu- 

"tfona   

Snpseme. Court  qf  Jndieatn»a, and 

otiur  Legal  Departments  « 
Land  Commisaion 
Oannty  Coprt  Officers,  As, 
Dahlia  .Metropolitan  rolioe,  &e. 
Constabulary  .» 

Reforaato^and  Indnstrial  Sdioola 
Dundmm  CYiminal  Loaatlo  Asylum 
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G1.A8S  IV. 

.  Unite4  Kingdom  and  Eo^aad  : — 

Public    EdacfttioD,   Eoglftnd    and  £ 

Wftleii    1,160,000 

Science    and    Art  Department, 

Unitad  Kingdom    160,000 

Britiih  Htneum ...        ...        ...  27,000 

NaUonal  Gallery   2,000 

National  Portrait  Oallety   400 

Soientillc  InTestigationi,  &o..  United 

Kingdom        ...         ...         ...  4,000 

UniveniUea  and  Colleges,  Great 

Britain    20,600 

LoD&m  University        ...        ...  —  — 

Scotland:— 

Pntdio  Ednoatioo...    150,000 

National  Gallery   400 

Ireland : — 

Public  Education...        ...        ...  180,000 

Endowed  SchooU  CommiMionera  ...  150 

National  Gallery   600 

Qneen'kCoUegeB   1,600 

Class  V. 

DipbtnaUo  Serricea  and  Consular 

Serrices         ...    90,000 

Slave  Trade  Serripea                ...  200 

Colonial  Serricea,  including  South 

Africa    26,000 

SntisidieB  to  Teluruh  Compaideai 

&o                                     7.  16,000 

Glabb  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  AIlow> 

ances  ...         ...        ...        ...  100,000 

Merchant    Seatneo'i   Fund  Pen- 
sion^ &&        ...        ...        ,„  2,600 

Friendly  Societies  Deficiency  ...  —  — 
MisceU&neoua  Charitable  and  other 

Allowanefls,  Great  Britain        ...  600 

l^per  LOBatioa,  Ireland   46,000 

Hoftpitals  and  Gharltiaa,  Ireland  ...  6,000 

clabs  vn. 

Temporary  Commiedona  ...        ...  ^000 

Hisoellaneona  Expenses  ...        ...  2,000 

Pleuro.pnenmonta          ...         ...  20,000 

HigblaDda  and  Islands  of  Scotland...  6,000 

Chic  ago  ExhiUtion          ...         ...  6,000 

Repayments   to  the  Civil  Contin- 

geneiee  Fund            ...        ...  —  — 

Total'tor  avU  Serrioee  £3,202,360 


Bbvenub  Depabthentb. 

£ 

Cuitoma...   100,000 

Inland  ReraniM  ...        ...        ^.  100,000 

PoatOffleft    600,000 

Poat  Ofliee  PMtket  BerrlM  ...  180^000 
FMt  Offloe  TelegnphB    ...         «.  460,000 

Total  for  Revenue  Departments  £1,430,000 


OnwdTMal...  SAJSaZflSO 


(11.39.)  Dr.  CIiABK  (Caithnesa)  r 
There  are  two  or  three  little  qiiestiffiB: 
that  I  do  not  intend  to,  raise  nanr 
except  to  ask  for  some  infomoationi 
about  them.  The  first  is  with  rdfereaoe- 
to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  (CamarTOii,. 
&o.) :  I  rise  to  Order.  I  wish  to- 
know  whether  I  oan  aftenrards  raise- 
a  auction  on  the  Boud  of  Tnwle- 
Vote? 

The  CHAIBMAN  (Mr.  Coubtnky,. 
Cornwall,  Bodmin) :  It  depends  whether 
a  Motion  is  made  in  reference  to  the- 
redaction  of  subsequent  items. 

Ihi.  GLABK :  I  do  not  intend  to- 
more  any  reduction.    I  think  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  should  ohange- 
their  policy,  and  mstead  of  ^endinff. 
ten,  or  twelvci  or  twenty  thousand 
pounds   in  making   large  harbours^ 
should  under  the  new  oircmnstances* 
spend  some  money  in  small  sums  on 
the  smaller  and  older  harbours.  The 
smaller  harbours  are  getting  into  dis- 
repair, especially  in  the  Highlands,, 
because  there  is  no  one  now  to  look 
after  them.   The  landlords  used  to  do- 
that  ;  but  as  they  cannot  raise  the  rents- 
of  the  crofters,  they  are  permitting, 
some  of  the  old  Board  of  Trade  harbours- 
to  fall  out  of  repaurs.  £200  or  £300  is- 
all  that  is  neoeBBary  to  maintain  Bome- 
of  these  small  harbours,  and  I  trust 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasur}- 
will  be  able  before  the  Beport  stage  to- 
commimicate  with  the  Fishery  Board,- 
and  to  tell  us  what  course  they  intend' 
to   carry  out.    There  is  one  more- 
item  that  I  waut  some  informatiou 
about.    There  is  a  portion  of  this 
Vote  for  the  present  Labour  Com- 
mission.  On  several  occasions  I  havfr 
tried  to  get  a  Sub-Commission  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  grievanoes. 
of  farm  servants  in  Scotland,  who- 
occupy  a  different  position  to  the  farm 
servants  in  England.    There  they  live 
in  bothies,  and  are  boarded  by  the- 
farmers.   The  late  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  suggested  to  me  that  the  pre- 
sent Labour  Commission  ought  to  in- 
vestigate this  as  a  branch  of  the 


labour  "       vxd    a  oouple  of 

month  %  correspondence 

with  T>evonBhire,  the- 

Chain  misdon,  and  I 

underf  ley  intended  to 

appoin  DommiBaicmerft- 
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to  ivrnt^pte  into  the  condition  of  the 
larm  servants  of  Scotland.  A  number 

Aesa  fsnn  servanta  in  various  parts 
•of  Scotland  have  been  holding  meetings 
■for  the  purpose  of  electing  delegates  to 
;^Te  evidence  before  the  Sm>-Com- 
mission.  Week  after  week  and  month 
;after  month  liave  since  passed,  and  I 
-want  to  know  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
■tioB  of  the  Labour  Commission  to  take 
•up  this  question,  and  have  a  special 
In^foiry  into  the  case  of  the  Scotch 
Agncmtnral  labours  ?  If  it  is  their  in- 
itention  to  do  so,  I  will  not  press  the 
:a^ipointmen(of  a  Special  Sub-Gommis- 
■floon.  ior  Scotland. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TBEA- 
STJEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Baltoub,  Man- 
fchester,  E.) :  I  am  not  sure  that  I  can 
^ve  the  hon.  Member  an  answer  with  re- 
jgard  to  the  intention  of  the  Labour 
■Commission.  Of  course,  we  have  no 
•official  cognisance  of  what  the  Com- 
mission does ;  but  I  hope  I  am  right  in 
rsa^nng  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
miBsion  to  appoint  a  Special  Sub-Com- 
mission for  iha  purpose  of  inuring 
into  agricultural  wages  in  Scotland,  and, 
no  doubt,  the  whole  condition  of  the 
•agneultural  labourer  will  be  fully  in- 
vestigated. The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
Tperfectly  truly  there  ip  very  little  or 
no  resemblance  between  the  special 
•conditions  under  which  the  Scotch 
iagrioultural  labourers  work  and  those 
•under  which  the  agricultural  labourers 
in  tiie  South  of  England  work. 

(11.45.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal- 
"way,  N.) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  non. 
<^tentleman  for  information  with  refer- 
*eMe  to  the  report  which  has  appeared 
-in  the  papers  lately  of  the  persecution 
•of  the  Catholic  natives  in  Uganda. 
The  question  is  not  only  of  Colonial  or 
•evam  of  Imperial  interest ;  it  is  rapidly 
assuming  almost  international  propor- 
tions. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  t 
The  Hon.  and  gallant  Member's  ques- 
tion has  reffivenee  to  the  Foreign 
OflSoe  Vote,  which  has  already  been 
passed. 

GoLosBL  NOLAN :  I  did  not  know 
that  the  Foreign  Office  Vote  had  been 
passed. 

(11,47.)  Mb.  STEPHEN  WIL- 
LIAMSON (Eihnamock,  &o.) :  I  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the  sum 
of  £600,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 


ill-judged,  overbearing,  and  I  believe 
iU^al  action  of  the  ^otoh  Blducatioa 
Bofurd  with  reference  to  

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGB  :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  first  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  information  as  to 
what  has  been  done  on '  the  coast  of 
England  and  Wales  with  reference  to 
theFishuiies  Vote.  The  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  Fishery  Inspectors 
have  been  increased,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
penditure in  conusction  with  piers  and 
harbours.  Much  has  also  been  done 
for  Scotland,  where  scientific  investiga- 
tions have  been  made  with  refOTenoe  to 
the  fidieries  and  harbours.  But  nothing 
has  been  done  with  regard  to  the 
fisheries  or  harbour  accommodation  on 
the  coast  of  Wales.  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  tell  us.  what 
he  is  prepared  to  recommend  the 
Treasury  to  do,  and  whether  investiga- 
tions are  to  be  made  on  the  coast  of 
England  and  Wales? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Su-  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  There  are  parts  of  the 
coast  of  Endand  and  WeJes,  and  {AT- 
tioularly  in  Cornwall,  where  tiie  people 
have  provided  for  themselves  the  bar- 
hour  accommodation  they  require  by 
taking  the  proper  steps  for  the  purpose. 
What  ought  to  be  done  is  that  some- 
one should  move  in  the  matter,  get 
plans  and  estimates  prepared,  and  then 
come  to  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a 
definite  proposal  to  raise  the  necessary 
capital  upon  the  security  of  the  harbour 
dues,  or  in  some  such  way.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  induce  the  persons 
interested  in  the  coast  he  refers  to  to 
take  the  same  action,  I  shsll  be  happy 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  forward  a 
suitable  scheme ;  but  I  cannot  ask  the 
Treasury  for  a  free  grant,  for  that  is 
contrary  to  their  nues.  An  inquiry 
would  also  be  altogether  useless  until 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  a  definite  pro- 
posal before  them. 

(11.54.)  Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS 
(Carmarthen,  E.) :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  be  aware 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Years  ago 
there  was  a  successful  fishery  in  Car- 
digan Bay,  but  now  it  is  gone.  The 
position  of  the .  land  is  also  such  that 
the  harbours  at  Holyhead  and  Milford 
Haven  are  useless  to  the  ficdieraaen  in 
Cardigan  Bay- 
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Thk  CHAIBMAN  :  Order,  order  I 
Vhe  subject  of  harbours  of  refuge  does 
not  come  witbin  the  aoope  of  w»  Vote 
now  under  discussion. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGC :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Oentieman  whether 
he  will  8^d  Inaroetors  down— — 

Thb  CHAIBMAN:  Orderl  The 
question  hu  been  put  and  answered. 

Mb.  LLOTD-QEOBGE  :  No.  Shr.  it 
has  not. 

.  Thb  CHAIBMAN  :  Order,  order  I 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  :  I  think  I 
shall  be  in  Order  to  criticise  the  last 
Be  port  prepared  by  the  Inspectors.  I 
Bay  that  that  Beport — 

The  CHAIBMAN :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  in  Order  in  discussing  this 
question  on  the  present  Vote. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE :  I  think  I 
should  be  in  Order  in  discussing  the 
character  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Inspectors,  and  in  showing  that  more 
ntight  be  expected  of  them. 
•  The  CHAIBMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  entitled  to  criticise  the  way  in 
which  the  Inspectors  discharge  their 
duties,  but  not  the  question  whether 
additional  duties  should  be  cast  upon 
•them. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE :  It  is  not 
additional  work  that  I  am  discussing 
cow.  As  this  may  be  the  last  time  I 
shall  have  the  oppminnity  of  peaking 
in  this  Parliament,  it  is  importsnt  to 
my  constituents  that  I  should  bring 
this  question  forward,  and  so  long  as 
'I  hare  the  honour  to  represent  them  I 
will  endeavour  to  do  so.  I  would 
suggest  that  Inspectors  should  be  sent 
to  the  coast  of  Wales,  in  order  to  make 
inquiries  with  reference  to  the  fisheries 
there.  All  I  will  say  with  reference  to 
the  general  character  of  the  Beport  of 
the  Inspectors  is  that  it  is  a  singularly 
barren  one — one  of  the  most  miser- 
Able  Beports  I  have  ever  read. 
•For  instance,  I  find  here  that  because 
a  certain  Board  of  CtHiserTators  on 
their  first  appointment  appreciated 
their  duty,  that  action  was  deprecated. 
In  Mr.  Berrington's  Beport  in  re^u^ 
to  this  case  it  is  stated — 

"The  Board  of  Conwrvatom  of  the  Ihvy- 
'(■di,  on  their  first  appoinfaneot  last  year,  ap- 
peared hardlT  to  have  appreciated  the  dafciea 
vhich  have  derolTed  upwi  tbero." 

:What  was  the  action  of  this  Board  ? 
The  first  -thing  they  proposed  was  to 


reduce  the  licence  fee  from  five  guiwas 
to  one  guinea,  in  order  that  the  «ha>ge- 
might  be  in  oonsonance  with  the  dta- 
racter  of  the  fishing.  Because  this- 
alteration  would  place  it  in  the  power 
of  poor  fishermen  to  follow  their  pur- 
suit with  some  posfflbility  of  return,  the- 
Board  of  Trade  officers  condemned  the 
change.  The  Board  of  Ccmserraton  is- 
a  Public  Body,  knowing  the  wantB  of 
the  locality ;  and  as  their  acticm  was- 
reasonable,  I  think  I  am  right  in  sriti- 
cising  the  condemnation  of  a  proceed- 
ing dictated  by  sense  of  duty. 

Mb.  BOBY  (Lancashire,  S^.. 
Eccles) :  I  am  anxious  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  &ct. 
that  the  Law  Beports  are  not  inelvded 
in  the  Library  of  this  House.  Last 
year  I  was  answered  that  the  matter 
was  under  consideration,  and  that  there- 
was  scnne  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
finding  room.  Therefore,  I  suggested 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  tcr  get 
more  than  the  Beports  forthe  last  thirty 
or  forty  years.  At  present  the  only 
method  of  getting  the  Law  Beports- 
is  by  sending  to  the  House  of  LoidB^ 
and  there  are  inconveniences  in  con- 
nection with  that  proceeding.  As  to- 
the  necessity  for  these  Law  Beports. 
take  the  case,  for  instance,  of  the 
Bating  of  Machinery  Bill,  which  turned 
entirely  upon  the  construction  given  by 
recent  Law  Beports  to  the  rating  of 
machinery.  It  seems  to  me  reason- 
able that  this  House  should  have  access- 
to  the  Beports,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand any  reason  why  we  shonld  not. 
In  the  Library  there  are  a  large  nmn- 
ber  of  books  which  are  hai^y  ever 
used,  and  yet  they  occupy  places  which 
might  be  usefully  devoted  to  books- 
which  Members  are  desirous  of 
consulting.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  do  something  to  remedy  this  de- 
fect, and  I  would  surest  that  tho  in- 
terval of  the  Genem  Election  would 
afford  a  convenient  opportunity  lor  re- 
arranging the  Library,  and  introdnsiog 
such  necessary  works  as  the  Law 
Beports. 

Mb.  LLOYD  MOBGAN  (Carmar- 
then, W.) :  I  onlnr  desire  to  say  Mie  or 
two  words  in  rerevenoe  to  the'  fidier}' 
question.  My  alM»TOtioB8  have  re- 
^rence  to  thft  nwoner  in  which  tbe 
Local  Government  Board  over-ride  the- 
reeolutions  passed  hrf  the  Boards  oi 
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Conservators.  Some  time  ago  a  very 
vexed  qaestion  in  the  county  I  have 
the  hononr  to  represent  was  whether 
or  not  the  close  season  ought  to  be 
extended,  and  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators paisaed  a  raBolntion  that,  having 
r^rd  to  the  cironmstanees  of  the  case, 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  close 
season  ought  to  bis  extended  a  fortnight, 
or  may  be  a  month.  That  resolution 
was  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who,  for  some  reason  or  other,  deemed 
it  proper  to  over-ride  the  deliberate 
intentions  and  wish  of  the  Board  of 
Conservators.  The  proceeding  struck 
me  as  being  rather  high  -  handed. 
Perhaps  the  i^ght  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  t^e  Board  of  Trade  will 
^ive  some  reason  for  the  action  of  his 
Department. 

•S3  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
I  think  I  remember  the  ease  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers.  The  resolu- 
tion v.as  discussed  when  a  snow- 
storm prevented  the  attendance  of  the 
Opper  Water  Conservators,  who,  I 
understand,  were  strongly  opposed  to 
the  change.  As  it  was  carried,  when 
only  ihe  Lower  Water  Conservators 
were  present,  I  deemed  it  wise  that 
there  should  be  delay  in  order  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Mb.  LLOYD  MORGAN:  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  circumstances  stated 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman;  but  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  the  re- 
solution was  passed  on  two  dififerent 
occasions. 
*Sm  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
Yes,  and  curiously  enough  there  was 
a  snowstorm  on  each  occasion, 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid) :  I  hope  there  will  be  a  reduction 
of  the  salary  in  question  under  this 
Vote,  as  on  ahnost  every  occasion  the 
Boai-d  of  Trade  deem  it  their  duty  to 
over -ride  the  wishes  of  the  Conservators 
who.  of  course,  have  a  local  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  matters 
they  deal  with.    The  point  we  have  to 
consider  is  whether  the  over-riders  are 
within  their  rights  ?    It  seems  to  me 
very  hard  that  where  the  Conservators 
deem  a  reduction  of  fee  necessary,  the 
lioard  of  Trade  should  refuse  their 
RaiQction.   This  action,  however,  is  not 
confined  to  one  solitary  case.  The 
County  Counoil  of  CaraiartlwnBhire 


applied  for  a  certificate,  doubling  tha 
number  of  members  whom  they  were 
entitled  to  appoint  on  the  Board  <^ 
;  Conservators.  We  know  that  the 
'.  squires  of  the  county  are,  as  a  rule, 
aj^tointed  to  these  Boards  of  Conser- 
vators, and  the  County  Council  repre- 
senting the  inhabitants  applied  for  an 
increase  of  members.  T^e  Board  of 
Trade  found  it  impossible  to  concede  to 
that  request.  My  hon.  Friend  suggests 
that  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  local  circumstances, 
and  if  that  were  done  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  found  that  the  County 
Council  fairly  represent  the  wishes  of 
the  inhabitants.  In  these  country 
places,  where  the  squirearchy  is  in  the 
ascendant,  it  appears  that  they  have 
the  ruling  power,  and  that  they,  to 
me  a  common  expression,  lead  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  nose  in  these 
matters.  In  the  mining  districts  where 
the  fishing  is  of  no  importance  at  all, 
except  for  gentlemen  who  fish  for  sport, 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  attend  and  do  their  best  to 
stop  the  prosecution  of  industry  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  desire  to  fish  for 
sport  alone.  On  page  seven  I  find  it. 
stated  — 

"  Frotif  the  Oomore  we  learn  m  a  matter  of' 
surprise  that  a  few  salmon  have  i^aln  beev 

seen  id  the  rirer.  Their  appearance  is  a»* 
cribed  to  the  fact  that  the  tin  plate  works  are 
no  longer  in  operation.  The  Llantriesent  Tin 
Plate  Company  admitted  the  offence  -  [of  pol- 
luting the  Ely  Hirer]  and  submitted  to  an 
injunotion  restraining  them  from  repeating  it". 

I  am  able  to  tell  the  Committee  that 
that  Beport  is  absolutely  incorrect.  No 
offence  was  admitted,  and  no  consent 
was  given  to  an  injunotion  against 
pouruig  the  refuse  of  the  tin-plate 
works  into  the  stream.  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  will  move  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote,  to  enable  the  Committee  to 
express  their  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  these  officers  in  refusing  ta 
sanction  a  reduction  of  the  licence  for 
fishing  where  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  fishermen  to  earn  a 
living,  and  for  their  willingness  to  stop 
the  tm-plate  works  in  order  to  give  a- 
Kttle  sport  in  a  river  where  practically' 
no  fish  exist. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  :  As  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Micfaa^- 
Hioks  Beach)  has  given  no  explanation' 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  l^rade  in. 
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refusing  to  sanction  the  reduction  of 
lioenoes,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £100.  This 
ut  a  matter  of  oonuderable  importiuice. 
If  these  Inspectors  proceed  upon  the 
esneral  principle  that  £5  ought  to  be 
the  minimum  fee  applicable  to  every 
stream  iu  England,  I  think  they  are 
acting  wrongly,  because  a  £5  Uoenoe  may 
pay  in  one  stream  and  not  in  another. 
If  the  licence  of  these  fishermen  had 
been  reduced,  there  would  have  been  a 
fair  prospect  of  their  continuing  to 
make  a  living,  but  without  that  reduc- 
tion they  are  unable  to  do  so.  • 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  the  Item  of  £30,000^  (or  the  Board 
of  Trade,  be  redneedfay  £100."— <tf*'>£<oy<2. 
QeorgeS) 

Mb.  LLOTD  MOBGAN  :  We  are 
anxious  to  know,  and  perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  us,  whether  or 
not,  when  the  Board  of  Conservators, 
as  at  present  constituted,  passes  a 
resolution,  the  Board  of  Tra^  intend 
to  override  their  decision  ? 

*8iB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH:, 
That  depends  upon  the  circumstanoes 
of  the  case.  Of  course,  the  object  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  to  preserve  the 
salmon  rivers  as  far  as  possible  in  the 
general  interest  of  the  inhabitants.  It 
IS  a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with  all  the 
straams,  because  there  are  always  con- 
flicting intereststo  consider.  My  main 
reason  for  refusing  to  agree  to  the 
particular  resolution  referred  to  was 
because  on  both  occasions  it  was 
arrived  at  without  the  opportunity  of 
all  the  interests  concerned  being  fairly 
represented  at  the  Board.  If,  how- 
ever, at  a  meeting  of  the  full  Board  of 
Conservators,  representing  all  the  in- 
terests coneemed,  a  similar  resolution 
is  passed  the  nutter  will  be  carefully 
considered  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
With  r^ard  to  the  general  question,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  think  that  hon. 
Members  have  attacked  the  Board  of 
Trade  without  full  knowledge  of  the 
facts.  There  are  only  two  Fishery 
Inspectors,  who  have  to  visit  all  parts 
of  the  country  in  connection  with 
salmon  and  sea  fisheries.  They  are 
oonstantly  holding  various  inquiries, 
and  their  tims  is  folly  ocoapied.  Tbs 
partionilar  case  referred  to  by  the  hon. 

Mr.  Lhjfd-Oeorge 


Member,  where  one  of  the  Inspeetors 
objected  to  increase  the  number  ot 
licences  for  a  certain  river,  is  one  that  1 
had  not  present  in  my  mind ;  but  I 
understand  it  was  d«ared  to  obtuii 
further  information  on  a  proposed 
decrease  of  the  scale.  There  axe 
many  ^tailed  matters  to  be  con- 
sidered in  a  aoestton  of  this  sort 
which  I  cannot  deal  with  in  a  general 
way.  The  hon.  Member  appeared  to 
wi^  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  another  matter ;  but  instead 
of  doing  so  he  branched  off  into  com- 
plaints against  the  Inspectors,  which  I 
can  assure  him,  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  inform  himself,  he  will  find 
there  is  no  cause  for. 

Mb.  LLOYD  MOBGAN:  I  only  rise 
to  say  that  I  made  no  attacks  on  the 
Fishery  Inspectors.  I  only  wished  to 
have  an  answer  to  the  questicm  I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  have 
taken  pains  to  inform  myself  of  the 
particular  circumstances  of  this  case, 
and  I  can  assure  the  Committee  that 
the  decision  of  the  Inspectors  in  this 
matter  -has  caused  me  considerable 
surprise.  I  may  tell  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  that  no  summer  licences 
have  been  taken  out.  The  fishermen, 
however,  make  use  of  the  river,  and 
public  opinion  is  so  strongly  in  their 
&vour  uiat  no  proseoation  nas  been 
instituted.  Looking  the  matter  from 
the  point  of  view  of  preserving  the 
salmon  stream  the  deduon  has  nad  a 
calamitous  effects 

•Sm  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  me  in 
possession  of  the  facta,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  inquire  mto  the  matter. 

Mb.  CiLOYD-GEOBGE :  Since  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  promises  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter  I  do  not  wish  to 
press  it  any  further,  and  I  will,  there- 
fore, withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Ordinal  Question  i^ain  proposed. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  No  answer 
has  been  given  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Eccles  (Mr.  Boby),  who  asked  .that  a 
complete  set  of  Law  Reports  should  be 

S laced  in  the  Library  of  the  House  <d 
lommcms.    Being  a  lawyer,  I  have 
some  difficulty  in  speaking  on  this 
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maifeter,  because  I  may  be  aootised  of 
being  Bpeeially  interested  from  a 
^leraonal  point  of  view.  The  hon. 
Member  for  EccleB  is  not  a  lawyer, 
bat  whether  lawyers  or  laymen  we  all 
feel  it  to  be  a  hardship  that  we  cannot 
see  a  volume  of  the  Law  Beports  without 
sending  to  the  House  of  Lords  for  it. 
They  are  always  very  kind  there  in 
obliging  us,  but  we  know  that  their 
duty  djoes  not  necessitate  their  sitting 
idll  a  late  hour,  so  that  if  one  wants  to 
^  a  Tolmna  of  these  Beports  he  can- 
not do  so  when  the  evening  is  far 
advaneed.  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  IVea- 
6ury  (Sir  John  Gorst)  tliat  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  the  Library 
of  the  Hotise  of .  Commons  being  sup- 
plied with  a  complete  set  of  Law 
Beports,  and  I  hope  he  will  see  his 
wy  to  meet  us  in  this  matter. 

The  SfiCBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 

SURY  (Sir  John  Gobbt,  Chatham) :  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Memberfor  Eccles 
(Mr.  Boby)  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  two  Houses,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  of  Lords  is  the  highest 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  the  Law  Beports 
are  constantly  required  there  by  the 
learned  Lords  for  reference.  I  believe 
that  the  Library  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons contains  all  the  recognised  text- 
books on  law.  The  Law  Beports  would 
be  a  great  addition  to  the  Library,  and 
would  necessitate  the  displacement  of 
perhaps  more  useful  books  for  general 
use.  However,  I  will  take  care  to 
«on8ider  the  subject,  and  make  inquiry 
before  next  Session. 

Mb.  BOBT  :  It  is  not  out  of  any 
feeling  of  jealousy  that  we  ask  for  the 
Law  Beports.    But  I  assert  that  the 
House  of  Commons,  having  more  legis- 
lative work  to  do  than  the  House  of 
Xiords,  has  a  right  to  demand  the  ma- 
terials necessary  for  forming  an  opinion 
on  certain  legal  matters.   The  answer 
•of  the  right  hon.  G^tleman  is  so  un- 
satisfactory to  me  that  I  feel  inclined 
po  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote, 
Jbeoause  it  is  evident  from  the  tone  of 
^s  remarks  that  he  does  not  think  it 
•desirable  to  tmn  the  Library  from  a 
^jomfortablesleepingchamber  into  some- 
thing more  useful.    I  do  not  want  to 
put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of  a 
J>ivi8ion ;  but  unless  I  can  get  some 


more  satisfactory  information  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  I  shall  do  so. 

(12.30.)  Mb.  KNOX  (Gavan.  W.)  : 
I  am  afraid  we  want  something  more 
than  the  assurance  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  take  this  matter  into 
consideration.  On  the  28th  March 
I  got  an  answer  to  the  same  effect,  and 
it  scarcely  seems  as  if  that  considera- 
tion  is  likely  to  produce  the  result  we 
desire.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that  there  is 
no^ng  more  misleading  than  to  go  by 
text  books.  Words  are  often  interpo^' 
lated  which  alter  the  sense  of  passages, 
and  the  books  for  which  we  au  will  be 
most  useful  when  we  get  into  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Bill,  which  we  expect  to  do  very  shortly. 
We  should  then  be  able  to  study  the 
reports  of  cases  which  have  been  raised 
on  points  in  the  Local  Government 
Bills  of  England  and  Scotland,  and 
those  points* will,  in  all  probability,  be 
raised  in  the  Irish  Bill.  In  order  to 
afford  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an  op' 
portunity  of  giving  an  uiswer  which 
will  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  House,  I 
will  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, '*  That  the  Item  of  £60,000.  for 
Stationery  Office  and  Printing,  be  re- 
duced by  £10Q."—{Mr.  Knox.) 

(12.33.)  Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNY 
(Tyrone,  Mid) :  I  am  sorry  the  Attorney 
General  is  not  here,  because  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  he  would  be  in 
favour  of  this  proposal.  The  price  of 
the  Law  Beports  lor  1865  to  1890  is 
one  hundred  guineas,  and  yon  could  get 
the  Irish  Law  Beports  for  thirty 
guineas  more.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  pointed  out  that  the 
House  of  Lords  requires  these  volumes 
for  the  purposes  of  their  judicial  de- 
cisions, but  we  require  them  for 
purposes  of  legislation.  At  present 
we  are  entirely  dependent  on  the 
Library  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
sometimes  we  find  it  impossible  to  get 
what  we  require.  This  is  only  a  small 
expenditure,  and  I  think  the  House 
would  confer  a  great  favour  on  a  de- 
serving class  of  Members  if  they  iwould 
see  that  this  class  of  literature '  is  pro- 
vided. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  this  would  alter  the  character  of 
the  Library.  That  is  not  the  case.  The 
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text  books  are-iuerely  useful  as  a  refer- 
oaa  to  the  law  books,  and  the  addition 
of  the  law  books  would  therefore  be 
only  a  proper  supplement.  Many  of 
the  text  Do^s  in  the  Library  are  out 
of  date,  and  I  may  say  that  the  library 
as  a  whole  is  not  up  to  date.  On  most 
legal  sabjects  there  are  two  or  three 
standard  works,  but  there  is  only  one 
in  the  Library,  and  in  most  cases  the 
worst  work  has  been  selected.  I  may 
mention  that  there  is  at  present  in 
course  of  publication  a  new  series  of 
revised  Beports,  under  very  able  editor- 
diip,  whioh  will  contain  all  the  Beports 
previon8tol865.  It  is  expected  that  tJiere 
will  be  about  fifty  volumes  at  £1  each, 
and  that  will  cover  the  whole  period  of 
reported  cases  in  Englishlaw ;  and  these 
volumes,  with  what  I  have  already 
suggested,  would  properly  equip  the 
Library. 

■  (13.36.)  Mb.  timothy  HEALY  : 
I  hope  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
will  condescend  to  admit  that  the 
demand  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  not  meet  the  convenience  of  the 
House.  I  should  like  very  much  to 
know  who  has  the  decision  in  this 
matter,  and  I  would  put  it  to  them  that 
the  cost  will  not  exceed  £200. 

(12.37.)  Sm  JOHN  GOBST :  This 
question  has  been  put  to  me  before, 
but  I  am  not  entitled  to  pledge  the 
Government  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
penditure in  these  Law  Beports.  I 
think  it  is  scarcely  reasonable  to  expect 
me  to  do  that.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Matthew  Kenny)  gave  his  estimate  of 
what  the  cost  would  be,  but  I  think 
you  would  find  if  you  fully  equipped 
the  Library  with  all  the  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irish  Law  Reports  you 
would  spend  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  sum  he  has  stated.  What  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Committee  is  this.  We 
are  now  discussing  the  Vote  on  Account, 
and  if  we  pass  this  hon.  Members  do 
not  lose  their  control  of  this  matter. 
It  will  come  up  in  the  Estimates  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  I  will  undertake  that 
before  the  Stationery  Vote  is  reached 
this  matter  shall  have  been  considered 
by  the  Treasury.  If  the  hon.  Member 
«'ill  raise  the  question  on  the  Stationery 
Vote  in  the  Estimates  I  will  under- 
take that  he  shall  have  an  answer. 

Mr.  Matthew  Kenny 


(12.39.)  Mb.  BOBY:  I  do  not 
wish  to  press  the  matter  farther.  I 
would  remind  the  right  lu>n.  GeaUft* 
man  that  the  qnastion  was  raised  last 
June,  and  at  that  time  h»  said  iA» 
matter  was  under  consideration.  We 
seem  to  have  got  no  further,  bat  after 
the  specific  promise  he  has  given  to- 
night I  thii^  we  may  believe  that 
something  will  be  done. 

Mb.  KNOX :  After  the  statenoent  of 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman   (biter- 

ruptions.)  Very  well  then,  we  wiB 
divide  upon  it. 

Question  put. 

(12.40.)  The  Committee  divided : — 
Ayes  38 ;  Noes  132.— (Div.  I^st,  No. 
154.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*(12.50.)  Mb.  PRITCHABD  MOB- 
GAN  (Merthyr  Tydvil) :  I  desire  to 
move  a  reduction  for  the  purpose  erf 
calling  attention  to  the  administration 
of  the  Office  of  Woods  and  Forests.  It 
will  be  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  I  have  broiight  this  mattm* 
under  the  notice  of  the  Chancellor  (J 
the  Exchequer  on  several  occasions, 
and  he  more  than  once  promised,  and 
eventually  did,  in  deference  to  a  feeling 
expressed  in  the  House,  do  something 
towards  lightening  the  charges  imposed 
on  the  mining  industry  of  North  Wales. 
But  we  are  not  satisfied  with  matters 
as  they  stand.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  answered  questions  from  time 
to  time,  saying  that  he  will  not  have 
one  fixed  sum  to  be  charged  on  mines 
royal,  and  that  means  that  the  holders 
of  the  two  hundred  leases  now  in 
existence  shall  go  on  working,  not 
knowing  what  they  are  going  to  be 
charged,  and  when  they  are  similarly 
circumstanced  to  the  one  mine  where 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  « 
^'eduction,  then  he  will  oonsidei  the 
matter.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  as  well  ask  a  man  to  build 
a  house  on  his  land  before  having 
ground  rent  fixed.  It  is  not  reasonabto. 
What  we  contend  for  is  that  th» 
charge  shall  be  one  nnifonn  sum.  Wa 
do  not  want  a  fixed  scale  or  a  slidin|f 
scale  on  rates  for  the  first  thne  im- 
ported into  the  control  of  metaUiferons 
mines  hy  the  Woods  and  Forests  De- 
partment on  the  recommendation  of  % 
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gentleman  vdiose  expwienoe  has  been 
of  ooal  minee,  not  of  metalliferons 
mines.   The  oomplaint  I  have  to  make 

is  this.  Notwithstanding  the  existence 
6f  all  the  leases  ol  which  I  have 
spoken,  only  two  or  three  of  them 
are  being  worked  and  have  been 
worked  under  great  difficulties.  It  is 
not  many  yeaars  ago  that  the  Woods 
and  Forests  chained  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  turnover  of  mines  and  claimed 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  sale  price 
upon  realisation,  and  now  it  is  the 
fact  that  in  some  oases  the  charge  is 
reduced  to  one  per  oent.  in  ro^&ies, 
and  no  part  of  the  sale  price  is 
demanded.  Still  absurdities  exist. 
The  House  will  scarcely  believe  that 
though  only  a  quarter  of  an*  ounce  of 
silver  is  obtained  from  a  ton  of  ore, 
the  Crown  claims  a  royalty  upon  that. 
Now,  I  need  not  argue  out  at  length 
that  the  Government  ought  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  those  who  have  en- 
deavoured at  great  outlay  to  develop  a 
new  indnstry,  instead  of  taking  up  the 
position  on  the  law,  saying,  **  We  stand 
upon  our  judgment,  and  that  is  all  we 
oare  about."  It  is  not  a  fair  position  to 
take  up.  The  law  has  not  been  reviewed 
for  throe  hundred  years,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  an 
active  part  a  short  time  since  in  trying 
to  enforce  against  this  industry  by 
means  of  an  execution  the  payment  of 
costs  incurred  and  the  fees  of  the 
Attorney  Qeneral  in  reference  to  an 
attempt  to  obtain  a  review  of  the  law 
whioh  had  not  been  considered  for  cen- 
turies, and  in  respect  to  which  the 
Judges  dififered.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  taunted  me,  saying  I  should 
never  have  gone  into  Court  at  all ;  but 
how,  unless  we  agitate  and  take  such 
action  can  we  get  our  grievances 
redressed  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  treated  the  matter  in  a  fair  and 
liberal  spirit ;  he  has  gone  away  with 
the  "  bit  in  his  teeth  "  as  it  were,  and 
hence  all  the  difficulty  and  delay  have 
occurred.  Fat  years  he  refused  the 
reduction  of  royalties  until  the  feeling 
in  this  House  compelled  the  reduction. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
remember  what  royalties  mean — that 
they  may  mean  all  the  profit  when 
charged  upon  a  product ;  and  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  look  back  on  an  incident  I 
x>nce  before  endeavoured  unsuccessfully 


do.  E»tmate9. 

to  bring  before  the  Committee.  I  may 
remind  the  right  hon.  G«ilJeman  thi^ 
when  Joseph  went  down  into  Egypt — 
into  the  land  of  Goschen — we  have  the 
first  recorded  instance  of  an  attempt 
to  create  a  comer  in  com,  and  an 
exceedingly  clever  operation  it  was 

— (interruptions)  

Thb  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  should  confine  himself  to  a 
practical  discussion  of  the  question. 

•Mr.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN:  I 
say  in  eonndering  the  origin  of  royal- 
ties, when  Joseph  first  created  that- 

comer  in  oora  

Thb  CHAIRMAN;  Order,  order  I 

•(12.66.)  The  CHANCELLOR  0*' 
THE  EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St- 
George's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  have 
told  the  hon.  Member  on  previous 
occasions,  as  the  Committee  will 
remember,  that  the  Royal  Couunissioii 
which  has  been  appointed  to  inquire* 
into  this  question  of  royalties  wiU,  in 
due  course,  present  its  Report.  Yrom 
month  to  month  I  have  expected  that- 
Report,  and  until  it  is  presented  it- 
would  be  discourteous  to  that  Commis- 
sion, and  would  be  contrary  to  all  pre- 
cedent in  such  matters,  if  I  attemptecl 
to  come  to  a  final  decision  upon 
matters  the  Commission  is  specially 
charged  to  inquire  into.  From  the- 
Report  of  the  Commission  I  anticipate- 
practicalguidancein  aiding  usto  arrive  at 
a  decision  as  to  the  proper  way  of  levy- 
ing royalties^  Waiting  such  Report,  I, 
in  the  meantime,  am  prepared  to  give- 
such  relief  as  it  is  possible  for  me  to- 
give. 

fl2.58.)  Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Corn- 
wall, Camborne) :  I  hope  the  answer 
may  satisfy  my  hon.  Friend  that  it  is- 
not  right  to  harass  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  pending  the  presentation  of 
the  Report  of  the  Commission.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  hope  that 
the  Royal  Commission  will  offer  some 
guidance  as  to  the  proper  way  o£ 
levying  royalties,  but  will  it  not  be  in 
excess  of  the  powersof  the  Commiasioo 
to  make  recommendations  ?  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
Commission  has  no  power  except  to- 
report  the  evidence  taken  ?  I  have^ 
this  from  the  noble  IfOrd  at  the  head 
of  the  Commission,  and  when  durinfr 
the  previous  Session  of  ParUament  I 
endeavoured  to  press   on  the  late: 
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Leader  of  the  Honse  the  importance  of 
^viug  power  to  the  Boyal  Com  mission 
to  make  .reoommendatioiu  as  to  the 
•ooorse  of  future  l^slation,  I  could 
oet  no  satisfactory  answer.  I  think 
uiera  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  case 
•even  at  this  late  sitting  of  the  Com- 
mission in  extending,  the  powers  of  the 
Oommission,  so  that  recommendations 
might  be  made,  and  this  would  be  of 
material  assistance  in  considering  the 
4Xuestion. 

(1.0.)  Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Speaking 
'Without  my  attention  having  been 
specially  directed  to  the  point,  I  think 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  at  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings  to  make  a 
chuige  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
Boyu  Commission:  It  is  a  matter  of 
-some  importance*  and  I  will  consult 
the  nobte  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Commission.  It  is,  I  think,  undesirable 
to  make  the  change.  I  hope  we  may 
«oon  see  the  Beport,  and  I  am  un- 
willing to  interpose  any  difficulty  or  in 
Any  way  to  prolong  the  labours  of  the 
Commission. 

(1.1.)  Mb.  CONYBEAEE:  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  the  production  of  the 
Beport.  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon. 
<rentleman  quite  appreciates  my  point. 
It  would  not  widen  the  s6ope  of  the 
inquiry.  Speaking  as  one  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  Commission,  I 
may  say  that  I  was  asked  questions 
in  reference  to  future  l^slation,  and  I 
<can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  a  great  deal  of  evidence  has  been 
given  by  various  witnesses  as  to  pro- 
posed l^slation.  What  I  suggest  is 
that  instead  of  the  Commission  being 
limited  to  sim{dy  reporting  the  evidence 
laken,  the  Commissioners  should  sum- 
•marise  the  various  recommendations 
•made  by  witnesses  in  answer  to  ques- 
tions, and  express  their  own  opinions 
in  relation  to  them.  I  do  not  press 
for  an  answer  now,  but  as  the  right 
ikon.  Gentleman  has  suggested  the 
possibility  of  consulting  the  noble  Lord 
■at  the  head  of  the  Commission,  per- 
haps he  will  be  able  to  give  me  an 
Answer  later  on. 
•(1.3.)  MB.PRITCHARDMOEGAN: 
I  do  not  desire  to  take  up  time,  and  it 
«amiot  be  said  that  X  have  ever 
•obs^oted  Business.  Bnt  it  is  a  very 
serious  matter  I  desire  to  raise.  There  is 
Hht  greatest  difierenoe  between  Crown 

Mr.  Conybean 


mines  and  private  mines.    We  shall 
have  a  genei^  Beport  from  the  Com- 
missioners now  considering  the  question 
of  royalties.    What  I  desire  to  impress 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  this : 
in  aettlir^  the  Civil  List  all  these 
mines  were  taken  over  by  the  State  in 
consideration  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  given  to  the  reigning  mcmarch — 
that  is  an  absolute  fact  not  to  be 
denied.    That  being  so,  these  mines 
belong  to  the  State,  and,  therefore,  they 
belong  to  the  people  ;  and  inasmuch  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  is  not  prepared  with 
any  scheme  by  which  the  taxpayers 
may  secure  the  working  of  the  mines, 
surely  it  is  a  dog-in-the-manger  policy 
not  to  allow  them  to  be  deroloped  in 
the  nuumer  in  which  they  could  be 
developed  bnt  for  the  working  being 
hampered  with  unfair  restrictions.  I 
draw  a  great  distinction  between  these 
mines  and  other  metalliferous  mines, 
and  I  would  impress  upon  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  people  should 
not  be  shut  out  from  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  development  of  this 
industry. 

(1.6.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
facts  to  discuss  the  question  on  its 
merits,  bnt  I  do  remember  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  giving  my  hon.  Friend 
identically  the  same  answer  nine  or  ten 
months  ago.  But  my  object  is  to  elicit 
an  answer  to  a  question  which  properly 
arises  under  this  Vote  for  Woods  and 
Forests.  The  predecessor  of  the  present 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  promised  in 
discussion  on  the  Estimates  to  have  an 
inquiry  made  into  the  system  of 
royalties  paid  on  the  slate  quarries  in 
Carnarvonshire,  and  that  inquiry  was 
subsequently  held  by  Mr.  Foster 
Browne.  It  was  a  public  inquiry  and 
the  proceedings  were  reported  in  the 
local  newspapers,  but  I  do  not  find 
that  the  Biaport  has  been  laid  before 
Parliament.  I  presume  it  has  been 
printed ;  but  I  wish  to  ask  whether  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  bring  the 
Beport  before  Parliament  or  give 
facilities  for  seeing  it  ? 

(1.8.)  Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS 
(Merionethshire) :  I  think  the  least  the 
t^oe  of  Woods  and  Forests  can  dp  ig 
to  make  the  Beport  public,  so  that 
every  hon.  Member  may  see  it.  I 
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know  that  there  have  bem  great  com- 
plaints with  r^ard  to  the  working  of 
these  qnarries  in  Camarron  and  in 
other  oonnties.  The  inqairy,  I  beUeve, 
was  very  carefully  oonducted  by  Mr. 
Foster  Browne  and  reported  to  the  De- 
partment. I  tmst  tnere  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  laying  that  Report  on  the 
Table. 

(1.10.)  Sib  JOHN  GORST:  I 
hare  had  no  notice  of  this  question, 
but  I  will  make  inquiries.  It  relates 
to  ocourrences  which  took  place  before 
I  came  into  my  office.  I  will  give  the 
hon.  Member  an  answer  on  Thursday. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  if  the 
Report  can  be  suppUed  we  shall  have 
it  before  the  Report  of  this  Vote  is 
taken? 

Sib  JOHN  60RST :  I  am  unable  to 
answer  as  to  the  Report  until  I  have 
made  inquiries,  but  I  will  do  my  best 
to  ^ve  the  hon.  Member  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeinK  it.  I  may  remind  the 
hon.  Member  also  that  of  necessity  we 
must  take  the  Report  of  the  Vote  on 
Account  to-morrow,  and  that  there  will 
be  full  opportunity  for  him  to  raise  the 
question  on  the  ordinary  Vote  in 
Supply. 

(1.11.)  Mb,  SAMUEL  EVANS: 
That  would  apply  to  aU  discussions  on 
a  Vote  on  Account,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  disposition  to  forgo 
the  right  which  has  always  been  exer- 
cised in  this  House,  to  discuss  griev- 
ances on  a  Vote  on  Account.  We  are 
also  told  that  there  is  to  be  no  discus- 
sion of  the  Estimates  this  year,  by 
reason  of  a  compact  between  the  two 
Front  Bendies.  But  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  deny  that,  this  inquiry 
banng  been  instituted  in  consequence 
of  pressure  brought  to  bear  in  this 
House,  the  House  is  entitled  to  have 
the  Report  on  the  Table  ?  I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  press  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  the  Report 
shall  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

(1.13.)  Snt  JOHN  GORST:  The 
hon.  Oentleman  has  thought  fit  to  ask 
me  a  qnestion,  and  I  have  promised  to 
give  him  an  answer  to-morrow.  I 
cannot  do  more.  I  cannot  undertake 
to  lay  the  Report  on  the  Table ;  I  know 
nothmg  of  it.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  notice  of  a  question,  I  wiU 
endeavour  to  ^ve  him  aa  answer. 


(1.14.)  Mb.  KNOX :  I  have  a  ques- 
tion to  ask  in  reference  to  Class  III. 
By  the.  rules  of  the  Commission  in  re- 
ference to  the  distribution  of  seed 
potatoes  Guardians  of  Unions  were 
bound  to  accept  only  such  seed  potatoes 
as  were  passed  by  the  Inspector  ap- 
pointed  for  the  purpose ;  and  the  Cavan 
Board  of  Gnardians,  acting  on  the- 
advice  of  the  Inspector,  refused  to 
accept  certain  potatoes,  as  not  beine 
according  to  tender.  The  vendor  suea 
the  Guaraians,  who  defended  the  action^ 
producing  the  Inspector  as  a  witness. 
In  the  result,  however,  the  Guardians- 
were  oast  in  £400,  for  verdict  and  costa 
against  them.  I  have  brought  this 
matter  several  times  before  the  various- 
Departments  in  some  way  concerned 
under  the  Treasury,  and  I  have  & 
Petition  couched  in  most  respectful 
terms  from  the  Guardians  requesting; 
that  consideration  may  be  given  to  their 
claims  on  this  account,  seeing  that  the 
Guardians  have  been  placed  in  this- 
false  position  in  conscience  of  com> 
plying  with  the  law.  In  the  neigh- 
bouring Union  the  Guardians  refused 
to  follow  the  advice  of  the  Inspector; 
they  distributed  the  potatoes,  which 
grew  well  enough.  Now,  I  submit  that 
in  such  a  case  the  Guardians,  being 
placed  in  this  position  simply  in  con- 
sequence of  obedience  to  the  Inspector  ; 
in  compliance  with  the  Act,  have  a  fair 
claim  to  compensation.  I  raise  the 
question  now,  as  it  concerns  the  Land 
Commission  Department,  with  a  hope- 
that  I  may  receive  such  an  answer  as- 
will  not  make  it  necessaty  to  move  a 
reduction,  and  divide  the  Committee. 

(1.18.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  BALPotiK, 
Manchester,  E.)  :  I  regret  that  tho 
hon.  Member  has  not  given  either  my 
right  hon.  Friend  or  myself  any  notice 
of  his  intention  to  raise  this  question. 
For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  heard  anything  of  the  case. 

Mb.  KNOX :  But  I  have  asked  the- 
question  half  a  dozen  times.  It  ia 
easier  to  ask  questions  than  to  get  any 
definite  answer. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  is  not  aware  of  any  question 
having  been  addressed  to  him. 

(1.19.)  Sib  JOHN  GORST :  The 
hon.  Member  has  taken  me  completely 
by  surprise  in  raising  this  question 
without  any  notice  whatever.^ 
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matter  is  strange  to  me ;  but  I  would 
repeat  what  I  have  said  in  reference  to 
thB  question  raised  by  the  hen.  Mem.- 
ber  for  Camarron  (Mr.  Lloyd-Oeoi^). 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  give  me  notice 
I  will  endeaTour  to  give  mm  all  the  in- 
formation in  my  power. 

(1.20.)  Mb.  KNOX :  The  right  hon. 
■Gentleman  surprises  me,  because  in 
March  last  he  gave  me  an  anawer,  in 
whi(di  he  said  that  the  matter  was 
under  conmderation.  T  naturally  sup- 
posed that  i^r  the  interval  the  ri^ht 
hon.  €rentleman  would  be  able  to  give 
me  some  definite  reply.  The  question 
had  reference  to  the  case  of  "  Bryan  v. 
the  Cavan  Guardians."  I  will  sttUn  the 
■case  again. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  I  recollect  now. 
The  hon.  Member  asked  as  to  a  ques- 
tion <k  costs  incurred  by  the  Cavan 
■Guardians  whether  the  Board  of  Works 
would  remit  the  amount. 

Mb.  KNOX  :  That  is  not  precisely 
the  case.  The  costs  were  paid  long 
ago ;  they  arose  out  of  litigation  due  to 
the  action  of  the  Government  In- 
opeetor. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  The  question  is 
whether  the  costs  are  or  are  not  to  be 
remitted  to  the  Cavan  Guardians  ?  I 
told  the  hon.  Member  that  the  question 
-could  not  be  decided  until  the  next 
seed  rate  is  about  to  be  paid,  and  that 
is  the  only  answer  I  can  give  him  now. 

Mb.  KNOX:  But  I  was  told  in 
March  that  the  matter  was  under 
consideration. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  That  is  so,  and 
it  will  not  be  decided  until  the  seed 
rate  is  paid. 

(1.26.)  Mb.  KNOX:  There  is  no 
-(|ueBtion  of  the  payment  of  the  rate, 
which  will  be  cnily  met  in  August. 
*rhe  matters  are  not  connected.  The 
Guardians  have  paid  this  sum  of 
money  throu^  the  fault  of  the  Govern- 
ment Inspector.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  put  off  a  settlement  of 
the  question  until  the  next  Government 
is  in  Office ;  that  is  what  it  comes  to. 
There  is  no  question  of  the  Guardians 
meeting  their  liabilities.  The  Govern- 
ment having  the  facts  have  had  due  time 
for  ccmsi  leration,  and  I  submit  there 
should  b  3  a  decision  now,  sot  a  delay 
uatil  August.  I  move  to  reduce  Class 
III  by  the  sum  of  £100. 

Sir  John  Gont 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Item  of  £15,000.  for  the  Irish 
Land  Commission,  be  lediwed  by  £100." 
— {Mr.  Knox.) 

(1.28.)  Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  a  Division.  He 
asked  me  whether  certain  payments 
made  by  the  Cavan  Guardians  can  be 
remitted.  I  then  said  that  the  question 
was  under  consideration.  It  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  wiih  the  result  that  it  was  de- 
cided the  matter  should  be  left  in  abey- 
ance until  the  rate  is  received.  I  will 
make  further  inquiries,  and  ascertain 
the  reason  for  the  matter  being  thus 
left  in  abeyance,  and  will  inform  tbe 
hon.  Memlier  when  I  have  done  so. 

(1.29.)  Mb.  KNOX :  I  have  no  wish 
to  put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of 
dividing.  I  will  be  satisfied  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  say  that  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  decided  on  its  merits 
within  a  reasonable  time,  irrespective  of 
any  seed  rate.  The  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man can  perhaps  give  tae  an  answer  in 
a  couple  of  da^. 

(1.30.)  Sib  JOHN  GOBST:  It  is 
impoasiUe  for  me  to  say  when,  but  I 
wiU  ascertain  the  reason  for  the  post- 
ponement ;  and  if  the  reason  does  not 
appear  sufficient,  I  will  press  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  come  to  an 
immediate  decision,  which  will  be  sub- 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Treamry. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

(1.310  Mb.  STEPHEN  WILLIAM- 
SON (Kilmarnock,  fte.)  :  There  is  a 
matter  of  importamie  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  bring  to  nie  attention  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  uid  it  was  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  Petition  I  presented  to  the 
House  a  short  time  ago,  asking  for  re- 
dress. It  has  reference  to  the  School 
Board  election  in  Port  Glasgow  in 
March  last.  Nine  members  had  to  be 
elected ;  but  three  nominations  having 
been  withdrawn,  and  the  regulations 
not  afibrding  time  for  the  nomination 
of  three  other  candidates,  onlv  six 
members  were  voted  for  and  elected 
instead  of  nine.  The  nx  member* 
formed  themselves  into  a  School  Board, 
and,  with  the  assent  of  the  Education 
Department,  added  three  of  t^eir 
friends  to  make  up  the  reqoized  num- 
ber oi  nine  Members  af-the  Board.  The 
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election  was  not  valid  in  oonaequence 
of  only  six  members  having  been  voted 
for,  but  tiiey  perpetrtited  an  act  of 
grieroQB  wrong  m  dismissing  their 
dierk,  Mr.  Hood — a  solicitor  of  high 
repute  and  standing  in  ^e  town — simply 
b^»u8e  he  told  them  that  they  were 
illegally  constituted  fu  a  School  Board. 
Unfortunately,  however,  this  illegally- 
constituted  Board  was  backed  by  the 
fidncation  Department  in  Edinburgh; 
but  so  deeply  did  some  of  the  towns- 
■men  resent  the  action  of  the  Board  dis- 
missing their  clerk,  that  application  was 
made  to  the  Court  of  Session  which 
decided  that  the  Board  was  not  legally 
-elected,  a  decisioQ  which  was  confirmed 
ou  appeal,  l^e  Education  Department 
being  ui^d  to  comply  with  the  Statute, 
it  was  natural  to  suppone  that  they 
would  order'^  new  election,  whic^  I 
understand  Clause  15  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1872  requires.  But  even  sup- 
posing there  was  a  choice  of  two  courses 
•open,  the  nomination  of  a  new  Board 
would  be  a  high-handed  proceeding, 
and  prudence  and  common  sense  would 
soggest  a  new  election.  But,  no  ;  the 
E^oation  Depurtmeut  chose  to  follow 
their  own  course,  and  they  nominated 
tiie  very  men  who  were  declared  by 
the  Court  of  Session  to  be  illegally 
elected — ^the  men  who  had  per^trated 
this  grave  wrong  of  dismissing  the 
olerk  because  he  declared  the  true 
state  of  the  law.  This  has  been 
done  despite  the  wishes  of  a  large 
number,  if  not  the  majority,  of  the 
ratepayers.  The  Petition  presented 
had  Xt^OO  signatures.  I  am  told  that 
4  Manorial  has  been  presented  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  in  the  interest  of  the 
nominated  School  Board,  and  this,  I 
ain  told,  was  l&rgel;^  signed  in  public 
houses ;  and  in  relation  to  this  I  may 
mention  that  Mr.  Hood  is  a  strong 
temperance  advocate.  The  irritation 
■oat^d  in  the  town  is  extreme, .  and  I 
thii^  I  am  justified  in  bringing  this 
matter  forward;  and  I  hope  I  may 
have  an  assurance  from  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  this  grievance  will  be 
redressed;  that  in  this  and  similar 
oases  the  illegality  will  be  remedied  by 
the  eleofcion  ^  a  new  Board,  not  by  the 
nmnizMtUHt  of  a  Board  by  the  Depart- 
ment. Also,  I  would  press  upon  the 
Hiord  Advocate  the  necessity  of  an 
Amendment  of  the  regolations  to  allow 
^  proper  time  for  uie  nomination  of 


new  candidates  in  the  case  of  with- 
drawals. 

''=(1.40.)  The  lob©  ADVOCATE 
(Sir  C.  J.  PsABSoM,  Edinbui^h  and  St. 
i^drew's  Univeruties) :  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  need  have  any  fear 
that  the  regulation  will  not  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  Statute.  He  is  in 
error  in  supposing  that  Section  15 
governs  such  a  case  as  he  has  refen-ed 
to.  If  he  will  look  at  Section  13  of 
the  Act  of  1872  he  will  see  that  the 
Department  have  three  courses  open 
when  an  election  is  declared  invalid,  as  in 
the  case  he  has  referred  to.  They  may 
continue  the  pre-existing  Board  in 
office ;  they  may  order  a  new  election, 
or  they  may  nominate  a  new  Board* 
It  will  be  in  th6  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  I  said,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  Port  Glasgow  was 
not  a  solitary  instance  in  regard  to 
which  difficulty  had  arisen,  and  it  had 
been  considered  by  the  Department 
out  of  the  question  to  order  a  new 
election  in  every  case  of  this  kind  with 
its  attendant  expenses.  The  Depart- 
ment resolved  to  exercise  the  option 
conferred  by  the  Statute,  and  they 
issued  nominations,  which  th^  had 
reason  to  believe  would  be  accept- 
able in  the  locality.  It  is  ample 
justification  for  the  course  pursued 
when  I  say  that  since  these  nomina* 
tions  were  made — ^now  a  good  many 
weeks  ago — not  a  single  complaint  has 
reached  the  Department  with  regard 
to  any  of  the  localities  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Port  Glasgow.  I  take  it,  there- 
fore, that  the  .  course  taken  by  the 
Department  has  commended  itself  to 
the  common  sense  and  wishes  of  the 
people  in  the  various  localities.  The 
haa.  Member  abstained  from  saying 
that  a  majority  of  the  ratepayet^s 
of  Port  Glasgow  were  in  favour 
of  a  course  ouier  than  that  taken  ; 
and  since  then  an  influential 
Memorial,  signed  by  six  himdred  or 
seven  hundred  ratepay^  cS.  Fort 
GlBiSgow,  has  been  received  expressing 
in  strong  terms  their  sense  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  followed,  and 
which  the  judmient  of  the  Court  of 
Session  left  thePepartment  free  to  take, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  has  led  to  any 
inconvenience  in  tfaelooali^,  or  is  likely 
to  do  so.  I  hope  the  hoo.  Member  wiU 
be  satisfied  with  my  assurance  that,  the 
judgment  of  ths  St^roDoe  Ooncfc  having 
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been  ^ven,  it  will  be  followed  in  regard 
to  any  fnttire  regolations  issued  by  the 
Department. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  :  It 
was  impossible  for  me  to  say  morethan 
that  the  Petition  I  mentioned  was 
signedby  1,400  persons.  The  Memorial 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  had  only  some 
six  hundred  signatures.  I  do  not 
tmderstand  that  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Session  indicated  any  course 
to  be  followed ;  it  simply  declared  the 
election  invalid.  It  was  for  the 
Department  to  adopt  the  course  most 
consonant  with  local  feeling,and  though 
I  am  not  a  lawyer  I  still  think  that 
course  is  prescribed  in  Clause  15.  With 
the  explanation  that  the  regulations  of 
the  Department  will  be  overhauled,  I 
do  not  wish  to  press  the  matter  further. 
I  had  hoped  that  something  would 
have  been  done  to  assuage  the  local 
feeling  that  a  grievous  wrong  had  been 
done  in  the  dismissal  of  the  clerk  who 
simply  declared  the  state  of  the  law, 
and  ms  view  proved  to  be  correct. 

(1.48.)  Mb.  GROTBIAN  (Hull,  E.) : 
I  take  this  opportunity  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  discrepancy  which  exists  in 
the  pay  of  officers  of  the  Bxcise  and 
Customs  officers  performing  identically 
the  same  duties.  With  equality  of 
service  the  difference  in  pay  is  very 
striking.  The  duties  of  the  officers  of 
either  Department  in  relation  to  foreign 
or  British  spirits  and  beer  are  equally 
responsible;  out  I  find  that  while  in  the 
Customs  the  maximum  pay  for  officers 
of  the  second  class  is  £220,  in  the 
Bzcise  it  is  only  £150,  a  difference  of 
more  than  forty-six  per  cent.  Etgainst 
the  Inland  Bevenne  officers,  ^l^n,  in 
the  first  class  the  maximum  pay  is 
£340  in  the  Customs  and  £250  in  the 
Excise,  a  difference  of  thirty-six  per 
cent.  In  the  grade  of  supervisor  again 
the  salaries  are  respectively  £480  and 
£300,  a  difference  of  sixty  per  cent, 
against  the  Excise  officer.  The  qualities 
required  in  either  class  of  officers  are 
equal ;  their  responsibilities  and  duties 
do  not  differ,  and  I  do  not  understand 
why  there  should  be  this  great  differ- 
ence in  salaries.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
salaries  of  Customs  t^oers  who  fill 
very  responsible  positions  are  too  high. 
I  assume  they  are  fair  and  equitable, 
and  ther^ore  the  officers  in  the  Excise 
Department  are  at  a  disadvantage.  I 
know  that  the  question  has  been  oon- 
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'sidered  on  more  than  one  occasion  br 
the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue,  and  thai 
some  slight  concesMons  have  been  made; 
but  what  these  officers"  adc  for,  aiiA 
what  I  hope  wiU  be  conceded,  is  an  is- 
dependent  inquiry  into  their  daim^ 
and  in  which  the  views  of  the  Sernw 
may  find  expression.  I  do  not  ynsA 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Gommitteer 
though  I  should  under  other  circom- 
stances  be  quite  prepared  to  still  further 
support  a  claim  which  I  hope  will  be 
acknowledged  to  an  independent  in- 
quiry. 

(1.52.)  Mb.  timothy  HEALY: 
Before  tdie  hon.  Gentleman  receives  his 
reply,  I  wish  to  turn  to  quite  anothtf 
set  of  topes  in  which  the  Irish  Man- 
hers  are  concerned.  In  the  first  plsoCr 
I  claim  that  something  should  be  done 
in  reference  to  Green  Street  Conrt 
House  in  Dublin.  The  stiyte  of  the 
Courthouse  is  a  public  scandal, 
against  which  Judges  have  protested 
again  and  again,  and  we  have  ofteo 
called  attention  to  it  in  this  House. 
The  Government  demand  that  thft 
Corporation  shall  contribute  a  third  ot 
two-thirds — I  am  not  sure  which— 
towards  the  building  of  a  new  Gooit- 
house ;  but  we  clum  that  an  Imperisl 
Court  such  as  this  is,  the  citizens 
Dublin  having  no  value  in  it  and 
having  no  right  to  appoint  any  of  die 
offictus,  from  the  Recorder  to  the  door- 
keeper, should  be  paid  for  from  Im- 
perial funds.  Why  should  we,  the 
ratepayers  of  Dubhn,  be  expected  to 
pay  for  the  Court  ?  The  GovemmeDt 
may  say  we  have  done  so  before,  bat 
now  a  different  view  preTsils,  and  when 
you  take  a  fnison  without  oompensfttion, 
upon  which  the  Corporation  Ta&ve  speot 
£100,000,  the  least  you  can  do  Is  to 
provide  a  decent  Courthouse  for  your 
Imperial  business ;  or,  better  stBl. 
remove  that  business  to  the  Four 
Courts. .  My  next  question  has  refer- 
ence to  the  prison  warders  in  Ireland^ 
and  I  ask,  would  it  not  be  well.  no« 
that  the  Grovemment  have  given  up 
the  practice  of  detaining  politics! 
prisoners,  not  to  insist  on  the  warders 
wearing  their  oniform  when  off  doty 
and  outride  the  jariscms?  Why  an 
they  treated  differently  in  this  n^pB^t 
from  prison  warders  in  England?  Ibe 
men  feel  the  regulation  most  keenly- 
They  have  to  deal  in  prison  with  a 
rough  oonviot  olasst^d  thev  feel  that 
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when  off  dnty  they  are  liable  to  be 
spotted,  and  to  be  treated  with  violence 
or  insult  when  their  uniform  is  re- 
cognised. The  Chief  Secretary  visited 
Mount]'oy  Prison  lately,  I  believe. 
Perhaps  he  there  heard  something  of 
this  complaint,  and  tb&  claim  of  the 
men  to  be  allowed,  as  warders  in  Eng- 
land are,  to  wear  their  own  clothes  when 
off  duty.  The  last  point  I  have  to 
raise  has  reference  to  the  breach  of  the 
undertakim;  given  by  the  Government 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  use  of 
schoolrooms  for  public  meetings.  The 
Resolution  passed  by  this  House  requires 
for  its  adoption  in  England  that<  legis- 
lation should  be  passed,  but  in  Ireland 
it  is  merely  a  matter  of  regulation.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  send  the  Resolution 
to  the  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland, 
and  they  will  apply  the  rule.  I  quite 
agree  that  regulation  is  required,  and 
that  yon  cannot  throw  open  the  school- 
room for  anybody  to  make  a  racket  in 
it ;  you  most  have  some  regard  to  the 
purpose  for  which  the  meeting  is  con- 
vened. In  England  you  require  four- 
teen days'  notice,  security  against 
damage;  that  religious  and  anti-religious 
meetings  shall  not  be  held,  and  the 
manager's  consent.  Why  not  ask  the 
Education  Board  in  Ireland  to  draw 
up  similar  regulations?  I  trust  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his  way 
to  tell  the  Education  Board  that  'the 
Resolution  of  the  House  within  reason- 
able limits  ought  to  be  carried  out.  I 
am  quite  aware  of  the  difficulties,  but 
they  can  be  met  by  regulations  which 
will  ensure  that  proceedings  shall  be 
conducted  decently  and  in  order  by 
either  Party.  The  managers  of  a  school 
should  be  allowed  a  veto,  and  with 
reasonable  safeguards  the  practice 
might  be  followed  as  in  England. 

m.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  think  the 
matter  is  quite  so  simple  as  the  hon. 
Member  seems  to  indicate.  Aslunder- 
stand  it,  the  Besolution  of  the  House 
of  course  gave  no  power  in  En^and  or 
Ireland  against  the  consent  or  without 
the  consent  of  the  school  managers. 
The  hon.  Member  seems  to  think  that 
the  Education  Department  would  have 
power  in  Ireland.  But,  for  instance, 
take  the  case  of  the  non-vested  schools. 
The  Education  Department  will  have 
no  power  to  compel  the  school  man- 
agement to  ^ora  fadlities  for  holding 
political  meetings.  Then  take  the  case 

VOL.  V.       [foubxh  bbbibb.] 


of  the  convent  schools.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  limit  the  use  of  the  schools 
to  political  meetings ;  they  are  to  be 
equally  devoted  to  municipal  and  other 
m^tings  ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  Edu- 
cation Department  in  Ireland  has 
power  to  compel  either  convent  schools 
or  monastery  schools  or  non-vested 
schools  to  offer  these  facilities.  It  is 
not  a  matter  on  which  the  Government 
can  have  any  strong  opinion.  My  own 
view,  until  I  heard  the  hon.  Member, 
was  against  opening  the  whole  of  the 
schools  of  Ireland,  because  if  you 
open  one  you  must  open  all.  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  make  due  inquiry  as  to 
what  the  opinion  in  Ireland  is.  I  do 
not  think  you  can  make  a  distinction 
between  one  school  or  Party  and 
another,  because  if  these  schools  are  to 
be  available  for.  such  purposes  they 
must  be  available  for  all  such  purposes 
and  persons.  I  should  be  glad  to 
ascertun  what  is  the  view  tfwen,  a» 
the  ^)eech  of  the  hon.  Member  has 
rather  surprised  me.  The  simplest 
course,  perhaps,  would  be  to  move  that 
Ireland  be  included  in  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  will,  however,  probably 
see  that  it  is  desirable.  I  should  make 
further  inquiry  before  committing  my- 
self on  the  question.  With  regard  to 
the  prison  warders,  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  difficulty  arising  from  the  wearing 
of  uniforms  outside  the  gaol.  I  should  be 
disposed  rather  to  take  the  view  that 
the  uniform,  instead  of  being  a  cause 
of  hostility,  would  rather  have  caused 
protection.  ("No  I")  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member.  A  warder  in 
uniform  is  known  by  everybody,  and 
in  case  of  attack  would  receive  more 
protection  than  one  in  ordinary 
clothes. 

Mb.  CONYBEABE:  It  is  not  so 
much  a  question  of  hostile  attack  upon 
a  warder ;  but,  as  some  of  the  warders 
explained  to  me  when  I  weis  in  London- 
derry Gaol,  a  question  of  not  being  able 
to  go  out  for  a  short  holiday  without 
being  subjected  to  insult. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  made  in- 
quiry into  this  matter,  as  I  heard 
something  of  it  from  another  source. 
The  particular  gaol  was  mentioned, 
and  I  was  assured  that  no  opinion  of 
that  kind  had  ever  been  expressed  by 
any  warder.  d^i^n\{^ 
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Mb.  CONYBEABE  :  Of  course  not 
to  the  Governor. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Surely  it  is  not  a 
question  there  need  be  any  hesitation 
about.  As  to  the  case  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Camborne  (Mr. 
Conybeare),  I  am  somewhat  surprised, 
and  will  make  inquiries  as  to  the  fact. 
The  information  I  received  was  that 
there  was  no  such  feeling,  and  that  the 
wearing  of  the  unifonn  was  rather  a 
protection  than  otherwise.  The  "other 
question  was  about  the  Green  Street 
Courthouse,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  anjrthing  I  can  add  to  what  I 
have  previously  said  in  answer  to 
questions  on  this  subject.  I  may, 
however,  mention  to  the  Committee 
that  a  suggestion  has  been  made  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  build  a  Court 
for  less  money  than  the  original  esti- 
mate, which,  I  think,  was  ^2,000  or 
£45,000.  At  that  time  the  Oovem- 
ment  agreed  to  contribute  £13,600, 
and  I  then  said  I  would  recommend 
the  proposal  to  the  Treasury  if  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  desired  to  renew 
the  proposal.  I  have  heard  recently 
that  a  suggestion  has  been  made  that 
a  Courthouse  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses could  be  built  on  some  site — 
owned,  I  think,  by  the  Corporation, 
and  which  they  would  probably  give — 
for  about  £18,600.  I  think  negotia- 
tions are  at  present  goin^  on  between 
the  Corporation  of  Dabkn  and  Dublin 
Castle ;  bat  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two  I  shall  know  more  about  the 
matter. 

Mb.  timothy  HEALY  :  [Might  I 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  as  to  the 
site  of  the  Courthouse  ?  It  is  really 
very  desirable  that  the  Courthouse 
should  be  in  a  central  position.  I 
have  always  been  amased  that  the 
Government  did  not  insist  upon  getting 
a  Court  in  the  Four  Courts,  and  by  only 
making  a  oonversion  effect  an  onormooa 
savii^.  If  vou  could  take  some  of  the 
existing  buildings,  and  at  a  cost  of  £6  or 
£10  erect  a  dock  suitable  for  prisoners, 
you  would  haveaCoorfc  which  wouldsuit 
everybody.  I  never  ooold  see  why 
£40,000  WM  necessary  to  build  Green 
Street    As  to  the  priMm  warders,  I 


really  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  be  aware  of  the  controversy  on 
this  point.  What  the  warders  complain 
of  is  the  very  point  my  hon.  Friend  has 
raised—that  when  off  duty  they  should 
be  compelled  to  wear  their  imiforms. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  it 
serves  the  interests  of  protection,  but 
why  not  give  them  the  option  ?  The 
rule  is  of  new  make;  it  was  made 
during  the  Crimes  Act  period,  I  think, 
rather  to  mark  out  the  warder  in  order 
that  he  might  not  come  into  contact 
with  any  member  of  the  Nationalist 
Piwty.     The  necessity  for  that  has 
now    (fisappeared,  and   I  trust  the 
Government  will  allow  the  wardere  to 
now  mingle  with  the  ordinary  public 
without  carrying  with  them  the  trade 
mark  of  Her  Majesty.   On  the  other 
subject  I  hardly  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  fairly  met  us.  What 
we  ask  is  that  the  rule  which  prohibits 
political  meetings  in  schools  should  no 
longer  obtain.    That  would  relieve  the 
management,  and  would  also  give  a 
Uberty  which  this  House  has  declared 
itself  in  favour  of.    I  do  not  agree 
with  the  logic  of  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  we  have 
one  we  must  have  all.    What  we  want 
is  to  satisfy  the  people,  and  therein  seems 
to  be  a  great  want  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  England.    The  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  says  be  will  look  into  the 
matter.    In  answering  a  question  put 
by  me  on    this    subject  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  did    not  give  me 
such    a    reply   as    I    had  reason 
to  expect.    I  simply  asked  him  whether 
he  would  send  copies  of  the  Besodntion 
of  this  House  to  the  National  Board  of 
Education.    He  gave  one  of  those 
replies  which  are  a  shun,  because  he 
did  not  tell  me  what  he  was  going  to 
do.   I  think  such  a  Besolution  should 
have  been  sent  on  to  the  Department. 
I  again  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  done, 
and  if  it  is  I  shall  be  satisfied,  because 
if  Sir  Patrick  Eeenan  has  a  oopy  of 
that  B^lution,  and  wishes  to  drop  on 
the  managers  of  the  Nation^  Conven- 
tion, we  shall  be  ahle  to  have  a  twist 
on  Mm, 

Mb.  CONYBEABB  :  I  only  wish  to 
say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
lum  been  miainformed  ae  to  the 
warders,  if  he  thiahs  that  they  do  not 
feel  the  grievai^ti^J^pOo^^  pat 
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forward  to-night.  It  is  probable  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  source  of 
information  could  not  possess  sufficient 
knowledge,  because  my  experience  of 
sub-officials  is  that  they  do  not  care  to 
make  complaints  about  these  matters 
to  their  superiors  in  office.  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Geiltleman  that  the  facts 
t^ee  as  stated,  and  I  may  remind  the 
Committee  tlut  I  brought  this  matter 
tnrward  two  ^rears  ago.  Z  trust  the 
Oovemment  will  do  their  best  regard- 
ing a  grievance  which  the  prison 
wurders  asked  me  to  aid  in  remedying. 

Mb.  MAUKICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
As  to  the  question  of  allowing  schools 
for  public  meetings,  I  would  point  out 
that  the  distinction .  between  schools 
has  already  been  under  eonmderation. 
One  of  the  proposals  of  the  Ballot  Act 
was  that  publio  schools  should  be  taken 
for  the  pai^se  of  polling  booths.  In 
applying  that  general  provision  to  Ire- 
'  land  the  case  of  the  convent  schools  was 
considered,  and  one  of  the  enactments  in 
that  Bill  is  that  any  school  attached  to 
a  religious  house  ^ould  be  taken  for 
the  purposes  of  a  polling  booth.  I 
would  also  point  out  that  as  the  law  at 
present  stands  in  Ireland,  we  are  in  a 
worse  position  than  Engluid.  In  Eng- 
land the  managers  can  lend  a  school 
for  a  pt^tioal  meeting;  but  if  in  Ireland 
the  managers  venture  to  lend  it  for 
that  punuse,  they  do  so  at  the  peril  of 
having  the  grant  stopped.  Seeing  the 
House  of  Ck)mmons  has  passed  a  Beso- 
lution  on  the  subject,  I  do  think  the 
least  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  do 
is  to  communicate  that  Besolution  to 
the  Board  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.) :  li 
ia  not  a  question  of  Party  politics 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
liongford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  raised. 
When  I  was  contesting  North  Antrim 
I  remember  the  difficulty  of  securing 
places  for  public  meetings.  Frequently 
the  farmers  were  compelled  to  employ 
their  bams  in  order  to  allow  of  a  meet- 
ing being  held.   I  think  the  Govern- 
ment wmild  confer  |p:eat  couTenience 
4m  Iteland  by  allowxng  Bohools  to  be 
tioed  by   either   Party   for  publio 
meetings. 

Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNX  (Tyrone, 
l£id)  :  t  wish  to  pdnt  oat  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  with  regard  to 


the  Green  Street  Courthouse,  that 
when  he  considers  the  amount  the 
Government  will  advance  towards  the 
building  of  a  new  Courthouse,  ho 
might  include  the  value  of  the  present 
site,  which  I  would  recommend  him  to 
sell.  I  would  also  suggest  that  the  new 
Courthouse  be  built  on  one  of  the 
vacant  sites  near  the  Four  Courts, 
which  can  be  obtained  at  the  present 
time.  The  only  person  of^osed  to  this 
in  Dublin  is  the  Beoorder  of  the  City, 
and  he  is  opposed  to  it  because  he 
wishes  to  administer  the  ordinary 
Civil  business  of  the  County  Court 
away  from  the  reach  of  the  Bar, 
He  has  the  utmost  objection  to  the 
attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Bar, 
with  the  result  that  he  administers  his 
Court  in  a  fwhion  peculiar  to  itself, 
and  without  parallel  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  think 
we  may  expect  from  the  Government 
a  little  more  than  £13,000  towards 
the  building  of  a  new  Court,  which, 
unless  it  adjoins  the  Four  Courts, 
will  be  of  no  advantage  to  the 
general  body  of  practitioners. 

Mb.  timothy  HEALY:  I  ^ve 
notice  that  I  will  to-morrow  put  a 
question  on  the  subject. 

Origin^  Question  pat,  tod  agreed 
to. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  To- 
morrow, at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Wed- 
nesday. 

DRAINAGE  AND  ISCFROVBUBNT  OF 
LAND  (IRBLA2«»     (No.  2)  BILL. 
(No.  292.) 
SBOOND  BBADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(2.41.)  Mb.  MAUBICB  HEALY 
(Cork) :  When  does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prqaose  to  take  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill?  Why  not  take 
it  now? 

The  chief  SECBETABY  fob 
IBEIiAND  (Mr.  Jaoksoh.  Leeds,  N.) : 
I  have  no  objection.  I  ^oold  be  very 
glad  to  take  it  now. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  «ad 
oommiti»d  for  Thojj^^^^  GoOglc 
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WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INQUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  (BE  •  COHHITTBD} 
BILL^-(No.  366.) 

CHA3TQBD  FBOM 

ITITNESSES  (ROYAL  COMMIB8ION8 
AND  PARLIAMENT)  PROTECTION 
BILL^(No.  287.) 

COMMITTBE. 

CTonsidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.) :  I  move  to  report  Progress. 
This  is  a  Bill  from  my  point  of  view 
entirely  obnoxious.  It  is  little  better 
that  a  Cioercion  Bill  in  disguise,  and  I 
shall  give  it  the  strongest  opposition  in 
my  power. 

Committee  report  FK^ress,  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (Na  3)  BILL.— 
(No.  299.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (Na  9)  BILL.— 
(No.  364.) 

Bead  a  secsond  time,  and  committed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (BATBOATE 
WATER)  BILL.— (No.  34a) 

Beported  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
(No.  363.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  72.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  axid 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

TOWN  HOLDINGS  (IRELAND)  BUX. 
(Na  71.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


SALMON   AND  FRESH-WATER 
FISHERIES  BILL^(Na  258.> 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


LAND    COUinsSZONEBS  (iRBIAITP^ 

[SALABIES]  . 

Conudered  in  Committee. 

(IntlieComiaittea) 

Resolved,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  Mithoriw 
the  payment,  out  of  the  Conaolidated  Fund,  ot 
•Q  iDcreaae  of  the  Sabriea  of  the  Commu- 
•ioners  appointed  under  "The  Purchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1S85,"  and  to  mah» 
further  proriiion  reepeeting  the  Land  Cen- 
minion. 

Resolution  to  be  raported  TkMnotrow*  it- 

Two  of  the  dock. 

WATS  ASD  MEAKS. 

Conridered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee*) 

Resolved,  That,  towards  malung  good  tkt- 
Bupply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  sv- 
vice  ot  the  year 'ending  on  the  31st  te  at 
March,  1893,  the  sum  of  £4,662^  b«0HM 
out  of  the  CooKdidated  Fond  of  tfaa  JJwt^ 
Kingdom. 

Resolation  to  ba  reported  To-nomnr,  at 
Two  of  the  eloek. 

NATIONAIi  DEBT    [CONTEBSIOK  OF 

EXCHEQUEB  BONDS]. 

Resolution  [27th  May]  reported,  mnd  «gns< 
to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  twoo^t  in  by  Mr, 
Courtney,  Mr.  Chancellor  ot  the  ESxeheqoar, 
and  Sir  John  Oorst. 

BiU  preienied,  and  read  first  timfc  [Bin  38&] 

MOTIONS, 


CASUAL  WABDB  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ritohie,  Bill  for  tbe  pn- 
Tision  ot  Central  Stations  in  eonneetioo  with 
Casual  Wards  in  London,  and  for  other  pov 
poses  relating  to  such  Caaual  Wards,  ordeieA 
to  be  farooght  in  by  Mr.  Ritalde  and  Hr. 
Lone. 

Bmpreaanted,and  read flnt time.  [Bm  381] 

BAIiB  OF  INTOXICATINa  LIQUOBB  TO 
CHILDBEN  (no.  2)  BILL. 

On  Motion  ot  Mr.  Conybeare,  BiU  to  in- 
hibit tbe  holding  out  of  indoeamenta  to 
dren  to  visit  public  bonaea,  ordMwl  to  br 
brotudit  In       Mr.  Conybeve,  Mr.  AlUaaBi 
Mr.  M*LagaB,  and  Mr.  Heuy  Joaeph  "^laaa 

Bin  pcaasntad,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  3861] 

Hooae  adjonmed  atThn» 
o'eleokaJi- 
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HOUSE    OF  LORDS 
Tuesday,  SUt  May,  1892. 


BARNARD  PEERAGE. 

Beporfe  from  the  Ck>mmittee 


for 


Privileges  that  the  Claimant  Henry  De 
Vera  Vane  hath  made  out  his  claim  to 
the  peerage,  title,  dignity,  and  honour 
of  Baron  Barnard  of  Barnard  Castle  in 
the  Peerage  of  England ;  made,  and 
agreed  to ;  and  resolved  and  adjudged 
accordingly ;  and  resolution  and  judg- 
ment to  be  laid  before  Her  M^esty  by 
the  Lords  with  White  Staves :  Ordered, 
i^t  all  deeds,  documents,  and  papers 
produced  on  behalf  of  the  Clsunant  by 
his  agents  be  delivered  to  the  said  agents. 

PRIVATE  AND  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 

CONFIRMATION  BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  Biandins  Orders  Nob.  92  and 
93  be  sutpended ;  and  uiat  the  time  for  de- 
poBiting  petitions  praying  to  be  heard  against 
Private  and  ProvtBional  Order  ConBrmation 
Bills,  which  woald  otherwise  expire  on  or 
liafore  Toesday,  the  7Ui  of  June  next,  be  ex- 
tmded  to  TharKUqr,  the  9th  of  Juno  next 

EASTBOURNE  IMPROVEMENT  ACT 
(1885)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Keading,  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read 
2*."— {The  Earl  of  Uorley.) 

•Babl  FOBTESCUB:  My  Lords, 
my  excuse  for  intruding  upon  your 
Lordships  with  regard  to  this  Bill  is  this. 
Some  years  ago,  as  may  possibly  be 
in  the  recollection  of  some  of  your 
Lordships,  I  brought  before  this  House 
what  I  considered,  and  what  I  was 
rejoiced  to  find  Peers  of  far  more  weight 
and  influence  than  myself  agreed  in  con- 
sidering, as  real  grievances  on  the  part 
of  the  Ovation  Army — as  it  is  called — 
grievances  which  they  had  suffered  from 
in  several  places  where  inadequate  pro- 
tectio.i  bad  been  afforded  to  them  as 
peace  ible  and  law-abiding  citizens. 
They  complained,  and  it  seemed  only 
with  too  good  reason,  of  assaults  and 
insults  with  which  they  had  been  visited, 
if  not  with  the  connivance,  at  any  rate 
\withoat  the  active  interference  on  their 

VOL.  T.       [foubth  bsbibb.] 


behalf  which  they  had  a  ri^t  to  claim, 
as  tiieir  employment  was  lawful  and 
innocent,  not  to  say  benevolent  and 
beneficent.   My  Lords,  as  this  BiU  has 
come  up,  I  am  sorr^  to  believe,  with  the 
sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
after  passing  the  other  House,  I  do 
not  propose  to  trouble  myself — if  any- 
one else  moves  it  I  should  support 
him— or  to  trouble  your  Lordships  with 
a  Division  on  the  BiU.   But  I  must  be 
aUowed  to  say  that  it  does  not  indicate 
quite  aU  the  zeal  for  the  strenooas 
maintenance  of  ordw  in  the  adminia- 
tration  of  England — ^for  which  we  are 
most  grateful  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  administration  of  Ireland— 
that  might  be  wished.    And  the  pro- 
ceedings  which  led  to  this  legislation 
seem  not  to  have  been  very  creditable 
to  the  inhabitants  generaUy,  or  to  the 
Municipal  Authorities,  of  Eastbourne. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  venture  to  say  that  they 
are  most  discreditable  to  the  person 
who  is  caUed  General  Booth,  and  I 
should  add,  his  deluded  foUowers  only 
they  seem  to  be  merely  passive  instru- 
ments in  his  hands.  Now,  for  some  time 
after  that  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Lords  the  Salvation  Army,  as  it  is 
caUed,  was  sinned  against  rather  than 
sinning ;  they  were  law-abiding,  and 
inadequately  protected  as  law-Eibiding 
and  benevolent  citizens.    But  after  a 
time,  I  suppose  feeling  the  need  of 
fresh  excitement  on  their  part  and  on 
their  behaU,  Mr.  Booth  encouraged 
them  to  violate  the  law,  and  to  perse- 
vere in  violating  the  law,  at  Torquay ; 
and  since  then,  to  a  far  worse  degree, 
as  we  all  know,  quite  recently  at  East- 
bourne.    I  say  that  this  conduct  is 
most  discreditable  to  him,  because  he 
is  the  person  reaUy  responsible,  as  a 
citizen  and  as  a  Christian.    It  is  dis- 
tinctly in  violation  alike  of  human  and 
Divine  law.    Goodness  of  intention  is 
no  justification  for  lawlessness.    As  to 
the  violation  of  human  law  there  can 
be  no  doubt ;  and  as  to  the  violation 
of  Divine  law,  writing  under  a  hei^hen 
Government,  the  inspu^ed  Apostle  says: 
"  Submit  yoiurselves  to  every  ordinance 
of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake."     That  of 
course  impUed  ordinances  that  were 
not  directly  at  variance  and  incom- 
patible with  the  observance  of  the 
Divine  law.     Now,  to  speak  of  its 
being  an  act  of  imperative  Christian 
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daty  to  inarch  illegally  through  a  town 
where  it  was  forDidden  by  law,  and 
to  do  that  with  a  noise  more  or  less 
faArmoniouB  or  discordant,  is  simply 
absnrd  and  ridictUous.  And  I  mnst 
say  I  read  with  much  surprise 
the  testimony  borne  on  behalf  of  this 
-man  and  his  works — I  do  not  deny  at 
all  his  good  and  benevolent  intentions — 
from  a  wonderfull)  strange  assortment 
of  sponsors.  For  my  part,  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  effect  of  that  testimony 
is  less  likely  to  be  that  of  inspiring  your 
Lordships  and  most  men  of  common 
sense  with  fresh  confidence  in  Mr. 
Booth  than  of  shaking  our  confidence 
in  the  good  sense  of  that  very  hetero- 
geneons  body  of  sponsors.  I  do  not 
wish  to  trouble  your  Lordships  any 
further ;  but  having  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion taken  upon  myself  to  speak  on 
.  behalf  of  the  Salvation  Army  and  their 
work  when  they  were  law-abiding,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  them 
and  their  acts  when  they  are  deliber- 
ately law-defying  and  law-breaking. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  believe  it  is  hot  usual  in  this 
House  to  discuss  a  Private  Bill  on 
Second  Beading  ;  but  I  myself  person- 
ally was  not  aware  that  this  Bill  was 
coming  before  your  Lordships  to-night, 
and  I  am  not  therefore  prepared  to  say 
anything  about  it  until  I  have  looked 
more  carefully  at  the  Bill — indeed,  I 
have  not  seen  it  until  this  moment.  I 
only  hope  it  will  not  be  assumed  that 
the  matter  will  pass  S2tb  silentio.  I 
certainly  at  some  stage  of  this  Bill, 
probably  in  Committee,  and  even  per- 
haps later,  shall  think  it  right  to  call 
your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  oir- 
oumstances  under  which  this  Bill  has 
found  a  place  here.  If  what  I  saw  was 
truly  reported  in  thenewspapers  it  was 
reported  something  in  this  form  :  That 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred  inquired  of  those  persons  who 
were  responsible  for  the  proceedings  of 
the  Salvation  Army  whether,  if  a  par- 
ticular course  was  taken,  they  would 
obey  the  law,  and  that  upon  an  assur- 
ance that  they  would  obey  the  law  so 
altered,  then  the  Committee  found  that 
the  tnreamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved. 
My  Lords,  I  should  very  much  like  to 
know  whether '  that  was  accurately 
stated,  and  I  mean  to  inquire.  If  so, 
I  can  only  say  that  the  Bill  does  cot 
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come  accredited  here  by  such  a  pro- 
cedure as  I,  for  one,  should  be  disposed 
to  accede  to ;  and  further  I  think  it 
necessary  to  see  whether  the  Bill  can 
be  commended  on  itsown  merits  to  th» 
House,  and  not  simply  because  peopla 
have  peraistently  and  openly  defied  the 
law. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2* ;  ajid  committed. 

WATER  COMPANIES  (RBOULATION 

OF  POWERS)  BILL  [H.u] 

Bill  read  3*  according  to  Order  ;  and 
passed ;  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

CHARITIES  INQUIRIES  BILL. 

Bill  read  3*  according  to  Order ;  anct 
passed. 

CU8TOHB   AND    INLAND  REYENUK 
BILL. 

Bill  read  2"  according  to  Order ; 
Committee  negatived;  and  Bill  to  be 
read  3*  on  Monday,  the  13th  June 
next. 

ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  VAC- 
CINATION. 
QUESTION.  0B8BBVATIONS. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
youj  Lordships  may  probably  be  aware 
that  the  Royal  Commission  which  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
of  vaccination,  over  which  I  have  the- 
honour  to  preside,  made,  a  short  time 
ago,  an  Interim  Report,  although  their- 
laoours  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  far 
from  a  close.  In  that  Interim  Report 
two  recommendations  were  made  :  one 
that  cumulative  penalties  shonld  cease 
to  be  inflicted  in  respect  of  the  non> 
vaccination  of  the  same  child ;  and  the 
other  that  with  regard  to  the  persons 
committed  to  prison  for  a  breach  of  the 
Vaccination  Laws  power  should  exist 
similar  to  that  which  is  contained  in 
the  Prisons  Act  to  deal  with  those  per- 
sons otherwise  than  by  subjecting^ 
them  to  the  ordinary  treatment  of 
criminal  prisoners.  My  Lords,  these 
recommendations  were  unanimously 
passed  by  the  Commission,  althoogh 
it  contuns  amongst  its  members  those 
who  are  certainly  inclined  to  take 
very  different  views  upon  the  question 
of  compulsory  vaccination.  A  question 
was  put  the  other  day  to  the  Secretary 
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of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as  to  legislating 
upon  the  lines  of  these  recommenda- 
tions. My  Lords,  of  course  it  would 
be  out  of  the  question  to  take  any  excep- 
tion to  the  claim  of  the  Home  Secretary 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  that  they 
should  have  time  to  consider  whether 
they  would  propose  legislation  such  as 
had  been  suggested  by  the  Commission ; 
no  exception  therefore  could  be  taken 
to  Uie  answer  of  the  Home  Secretary 
that  the  Government  required  time  to 
consider,  and  were  taking  time  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  examine  the 
evidence  and  see  upon  what  evidence 
these  recommendations  were  founded. 
But  imdoubtedly  there  was  something 
in  the  tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  the  collocation  in  which 
those  words  were  to  be  found,  which 
created  an  impresion  that  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  itself  was  treated  as 
of  little  weight,  and  that  the  only 
matter  to  oe  considered  was  the 
evidence.  I  am  quite  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  such  reflection  upon  the  Com- 
mission, or  for  a  moment  to  treat  their 
recommendations  as  being  otherwise 
than  deserving  of  weight  as  well  as  the 
evidence  which  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered. And,  my  Lords,  I  should 
not  of  course  for  a  moment  have  thought 
of  troubUng  your  Lordships  with  the 
matter  if  that  had  been  all ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to  say 
that  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  amounted  to 
a  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts,  and 
that  the  Government  were  anxious  to 
hear  upon  what  evidence  the  recom- 
mendations bad  been  founded.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  and 
that  indeed  is  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mission generally,  that  it  would  be 
likely  to  be  mischievous  if  the  impres- 
sion were  to  go  abroad  that  the  recom- 
mendations <»  the  Commission  were  so 
regarded  by  themselves,  or  were  in- 
tended to  be  regarded  in  the  least  as 
pre-judging  the  question  of  a  continu- 
ance of  compulsory  vaccination,  and 
if  they  were  to  be  regarded  as,  in  any 
sense,  a  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Laws. 
No  doubt,  it  may  be  said  that  every 
diminution  of  the  penalties  that  are  im- 


posed for  a  breach  of  the  law  may  afford 
some  additional  facilities  to  those  who 
are  not  desirous  of  obeying  it.  And, 
speaking  generally,  and  without  re- 
gard to  any  other  considerations,  it  of 
course  is  perfectly  legitimate  that  to 
take  the  view  that  to  content  yourself 
with  a  single  penalty  is  relieving  those 
who  will  not  obey  the  law  of  a  certain 
amount  of  the  pressure  which  the  law 
now  puts  upon  them.  But,  my  Lords, 
when  it  is  said  that  the  recommendation 
would  amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  Vacci- 
nation Laws,Imu8tcall  your  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  way  m  which  this 
question  stands.  In  1871  the  matter 
was  considered  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  consisting  of 
fifteen  Members ;  the  Chairman  was 
the  late  Mr.  Forster.  It  contained 
such  Members  as  Mr.  Stephen  CaVe, 
Mr.  William  Henrj'  Smith,  Sir  Lyon 
Playfair,  Mr.  Hibbert,  Dr.  Brewer,  Sir 
Dominick  Corrigan,  and  others;  and 
the  Committee,  so  constituted,  unani- 
mously recommended  that  where  one 
full  penalty — that  is,  twenty  shillings 
— had  been  imposed  upon  a  parent,  the 
magistrate  should  not  impose  any 
further  penalty  in  respect  of  the  same 
child,  that  is  to  say,  the  same  recom- 
mendations that  are  now  made  by  the 
Boyal  Commission.  That  Committee 
was  not  a  Committee  of  anti-vaccina- 
tionists  ;  it  was  a  Committee  of  those 
strongly  in  favour,  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  Beport.  of  enforcing  as  fully  as  pos- 
sible compiilsory  vaccination ;  but  mey 
pointed  out  that  the  reason  why  they 
came  to  that  conclusion  was  that,  upon 
the  whole,  these  repeated  prosecutions 
in  respect  of  the  same  child  caused  an 
amount  of  irritation  and  opposition  to 
the  Act,  which  was  detrimental  to  the 
working  and  enforcing  of  the  Vaccina- 
tion Acts  to  a  greater  extent  than 
any  advantage  gained  by  securing 
vaccination  in  individual  instances. 
Your  Lordships  are  aware,  we  are 
certainly  aware  as  members  of  tibe 
Commission,  that  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  imposing  repeated  penalties  has 
had  no  effect  in  promoting  the  vaccina- 
tion of  the  children.  In  1871  a  clause 
was  introduced  into  the  then  Vaccina- 
tion Act  to  carry  out  this  reconmaen- 
dation  of  the  Committee.  There  was 
a  division  upon  it  in  the  House  of 
Commons,   but  it  was   carried,  by 
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fifty-seven  to  twelve,  and  as  the 
Bill  came  to  this  House  it  contained  a 
clause  providing  that  there  should  be 
no  cumulative  penalties.  In  this  House 
unfortunately  it  met  with  an  adverse 
fate.  The  late  Lord  Redesdale  pro- 
posed that  the  clause  should  be  omitted 
m>m  the  Bill,  and  carried  his  proposal 
by  a  majority  of  eight  to  seven;  so 
thet,  even  in  your  Lordships'  House, 
it  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  had  any 
very  great  moral  weight.  And  when 
Lord  Bedesdtde  had  proposed  that 
Amendment,  Lord  Halifax,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  who  had  the  Bill 
in  charge,  said — 

"  It  iB  the  opinioD  of  Mr.  Simoo,  the  medical 
officer  to  the  Privy  Coimcil,  that  it  ib  unwise 
to  ioBist  upon  anything  which  is  not  indis- 
penBable,  and  farther  the  penalty  now  pro- 
posed will  answer  all  the  pracUcal  porposes  of 
the  Aet  it  is  deBirable  that  pablio  feeling 
•bould  go  with  the  Act,  which  will  be  the  case, 
ainoe  the  exceptions  will  be  very  few,  whereas 
an  adverse  feding  may  be  excited  to  the  pre- 
jadiee  of  the  Act,  even  if  a  few  prosecutions 
are  persisted  in.  The  strongest  advocates  of 
vMetnation  deprecate  repeated  fines  and  im- 
prisonments, which  leave  the  defendants' 
children  unvaccinated." 

Notwithstanding  that,  however,  the 
clause  was  struck  out,  and  the  Bill 
went  to  the  Lower  House,  and  Mr. 
Forster  advised  the  House  not  to  dis- 
agree with  the  Amendment,  because  if 
so,  as  it  was  late  in  the  Session,  the 
19th  August,  the  Bill  would  inevit- 
ably be  lost,  and  it  contained  certain 
provisions  which  in  the  presence  of  a 
then  very  prevalent  outbreak  of  small- 
pox, it  was  exceedingly  desirable  to 
pass  at  once ;  but  he  used  this  language 
about  these  penalties : — 

"  That  olaoBe  was  passed  in  the  House  by  a 
majority  of  fifty-seven  to  twelve,  and 
expunged  in  the  other  House  '  by  a 
majority  of  eight  to  seven,  the  total  number 
of  peers  voting  being  just  equal  to  the  number 
of  the  Members  on  the  Select  Committee, 
whic^,  after  long  and  careful  consideration, 
rame  to  a  unanimous  coneloslon  in  favour  of 
the  elanse." 

Then  he  said  that  he  would  have  asked 
them  to  disagree  with  the  Lords  but 
for  the  causes  to  which  I  have  called 
your  Lordships'  attention ;  and  be  adds 
these  words : — 

"  I  regrrt  the  omission  of  the  clause,  because 
in  my  opinion  it  strikes  a  heavy  blow  at  the 
nrinciple  of  compulsory  vaccination,  which 
ihair  Lordships,  as  well  as  I,  tiiink  necessary 
fw  the  health  of  the  ooontry." 

ZtOrd  HencheU 


Now  that  was  twenty  years  ago. 
The  Boyal  Commission  over  which  I 
preside,  after  considering  the  matter 
now  for  three  years  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  predictions  which 
were  uttered  at  that  time  have  been 
fully  verified,  and  that  whatever  ad- 
va»tages  may  have  arisen  from  these 
cumulative  penalties,  on  the  whole  the 
disadvantages  have  preponderated.  So 
that  although  our  Commission  contains 
certainly  some  who  are  inclined — I 
speak  of  them  still  as  dealing  with  the 
matter  sub  jvdice — to  a  view  favourable 
to  compulsory  vaccination,  ^et  they 
were  unanimous  in  making  this  recom- 
mendation ;  and  when  I  remind  your 
Lordships  that  amongst  the  Members 
of  the  Commission  are  such  men 
as  Sir  James  Paget.  Sir  William 
Savory,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson, 
Professor  Michael  Foster,  Sir  Edwin 
Galsworthy,  who  has  done  such  good 
work  on  the  Metropohtan  Asylums 
Board,  and  others,  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  feel  that  the  recommendation 
concurring  as  it  does  with  that  recom- 
mendation made  twenty  years  ago  by 
the  Select  Committee  is  entitled  to 
great  weight.  But  as  I  say,  I  do  not 
call  attention  to  this  matter  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  the  Secretary  of 
State  or  Her  Majesty's  Government  at 
all,  or  for  the  purpose  of  urging  them 
to  act  with  any  unreasonable  haste ; 
but  I  am  anxious  to  show  that  the 
recommendations  could  not  properly 
be  regarded  as  amounting  to  a  practical 
repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Laws ;  because 
I  have  pointed  out  that  twenty  years 
ago  that  was  urged  as  the  best  thing  to 
be  done  in  the  view  of  those  who  were 
favourable  to  compulsory  vaccination  ; 
and  twenty  years'  experience  has  led 
the  Boyal  Commission  subsequently, 
seeing  what  has  passed  in  the  mean- 
time, to  the  same  conclusion.  My  Lords, 
there  is  a  fact  which  may  not  be  within 
your  Lordships'  knowledge  as  bearing 
upon  this,  which  is  that  where  you 
have  these  repeated  prosecutions  it  nas 
not  unfrequently  happened  that  it  has 
stirred  up  so  much  feeling  by  the  resist* 
once  which  has  been  ei^endered 
through  persons  going  to  prison  rather 
than  pay,  or  paying  time  after  time  by 
allowing  their  goods  to  be  sold,  that 
the  end  has  been  frequently  that  the 
Guardians  elected  have  been  Guardians 
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who  would  not  prosecute  at  all;  and 
therefore  in  the  endeavour  to  enforce 
the  law  with  great  stringency  the  end 
arrived  at  has  often  been  to  leave  the 
law  alraolutely  unenforced  over  a  con- 
aderable  district.  All  these  of  course 
are  matters  well  deserving  considera- 
tion ;  and  Z  am  not  saying  a  word,  and 
do  not  desire  to  say  a  word  to  press 
the  Government  upon  this,  or  to  ask 
for  any  deosicHi  uptm  it  now.  But  the 
Members  of  the  Ck)mmission  (and  I  con- 
fess I  share  their  feeling)  did  think 
that  it  might  be  detrimental  if  it  were 
supposed  that  we  shared  at  all  in  the 
view  that  the  recommendations  which 
we  have  made  amount,  or  would 
amount  practically  to  a  repeal  of  the 
Vaccination  Laws.  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  whe- 
ther the  Home  Secretary  is  correctly 
reported  as  having  said,  in  answer  to 
a  question  in  the  other  House,  that  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  Vaccination 
amounted  to  a  repeal  of  the  Vaccina- 
tion Acts,  and  that  the  Government  were 
anxious  to  hear  upon  what  evidence 
the  recommendations  had  been  founded ; 
and  that  if  the  House  decided  that 
offences  against  the  Acts  were  of  suffi- 
cient social  importance  to  be  dealt 
with,  the  treatment  of  persons  con- 
victed of  those  offences  must  naturally 
be  decided  by  that  consideration. 

LoED  DE  RAMSEY :  My  Lords,  I 
have  the  authority  of  the  Secretary-  of 
State  to  say  that  in  any  words  that  he 
may  have  uttered  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  he  had  not  the  smallest 
idea,  or  the  slightest  intention  of  in  any 
way  throwing  the  least  doubt  or  asper- 
sion on  the  weight  of  any  recommen- 
dation of  the  Commission  over  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  presides — 
quite  the  reverse.  Concerning  the 
words  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
brought  to  your  Lordships'  notice  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Question  time  in 
the  other  House,  being  pressed  to  im- 
mediately initiate  legislation  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  contained  in  the 
Interim  Report — he  was  being  pressed 
to  say  that  vaccination  prisoners 
should  be  treated  as  ordinary  pri- 
soners—in  reply  said  that  if  the  re- 
quirements as  to  vaccination  were  of 
such  importance  that  the  disregard  of 


them  was  to  be  treated  as  an  offence, 
the  treatment  in  prison  of  persons  con- 
victed of  that  offence  must  necessarily 
be  governed  by  the  same  considera> 
tion;  he  also  intimated  his  opiniw 
that  the  proposal  for  vaccination  pri* 
soners  to  be  treated  as  first-class  miade* 
meanants  was  to  be  taken  in  oamune- 
tlon  with  the  proposal  of  the  Boyal 
Commission  that  there  should  be  no 
more  than  one  prosecution  in  each 
case,  and  that  the  two  together  would 
amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  Vaccination 
Acts.  For,  as  the  result  of  the  penalty 
for  the  breach  of  the  requirement  to 
vaccinate  would  seem  so  slight  as  not 
to  be  a  deterrent,  vaccination  would 
cease  to  be  regarded  as  compulsory. 
Before  taking  action  therefore  tile 
Government  desired  to  consider  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commissioners  in  their 
Interim  Report  were  founded. 

The  Eael  of  KIMBEELEY  :  I  am 
afraid  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
will  not  feel  much  satisfaction  at 
the  answer  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  given,  because  in  point  of  fact  he 
has  confirmed  entirely  the  objections 
which  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
raised  to  what  the  Home  Secretary 
said ;  because  it  appears  that  he  did 
say  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission,  taken  together, 
would  amount  practically  to  a  repeal 
of  the  Vaccination  Laws.  Now,  my 
Lords,  surely  there  was  great  force  in 
what  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  said 
that  the  question  here  is  not  as  to 
abandoning  the  Vaccination  Laws,  be- 
cause the  Commission  have  not  re^rted 
at  all  upon  that  point ;  the  question  is 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  enforcing  the 
Vaccination  Laws,  and  it  may  be  that 
upon  consideration  the  Government  and 
Parliament  may  think  that  the  change 
proposed  by  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend's  Commission  would  not  enable 
us  to  enforce  the  Vaccination  Laws 
better,  but  would  lead  to  the  con- 
sequences that  the  Home  Secretai^- 
seems  to  apprehend.  But  I  still 
think  that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
has  some  reason  to  complain  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission,  which  certainly  were  not  in- 
tended by  them  to  involve  such  con- 
sequences and  are  distinctly,  as  be  sa^, 
based  upon  an  entirely  different  pnn- 
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oiple,  should  be  represented  as  a  re- 
commendation to  repeal  the  Vaccina* 
lion  Laws.  And  without  for  a 
moment  expressing  now  an  opinion 
upon  a  very  difficult  and  thorny  ques- 
mm,  I  certainly  do  hope  that  when  Uie 
time  comes  ttukt  we  have  to  consider 
the  very  difficult  qosstion  how  the 
Vaccination  Laws  are  to  be  dealt  with 
we  should  not  hastily  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  wiiole  of  the  compul- 
sory system  must  be  abolished ;  be- 
cause it  may  be  found  that  the  present 
system  of  cumulative  penalties  does 
not  assist  us  in  enforcing  the  law.  Pre- 
maturely to  come  to  any  such  view 
would  seem  to  me  both  to  prejudice  the 
question  at  issue,  and  also  to  be  very 
miinnident,  considering  the  extreme 
importance  to  the  country  of  the  Vac- 
cination Acts  being  enforced  and  the 
great  reluctance  which  many  people 
would  feel  if  the  Vaccination  Laws 
were  proposed  to  be  hastily  abandoned, 
because  it  was  found  that  the  cumula- 
tive penalties  produced  the  e£fects 
which  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
hAs  mentioned.  I  must  again  say 
that  I  do  not  intend  by  what  I  have 
said  to  express  any  m)inion  upon  the 
general  question,  but  I  merely  s^  that 
X  think  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
has,  most  unquestionably,  some  justifi- 
cation, and  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
has  confirmed  it,  for  the  apprehension 
that  he  entertains  of  the  views  that 
the  Home  Secretary  has  taken  of  this 
question. 

*The    prime    minister  and 

SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  {The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury):   My  Lords,  I  should 

fTiard  myself  as  the  poble  Earl  has 
one,  by  saying  that  I  do  not  desire  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  general 
question,  for  which  I  am  not  qualified. 
But  I  think  that  the  noble  Earl  is 
hardly  fair  with  regard  to  the  expres- 
idons  used  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Home  Seoreta^.  The  noble  Earl 
sa^  that  he  has  represented  the  Com- 
mission as  recommending  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  Vaccination  I^ws. 

The  Eabi,  of  KIMBERLEY:  I 
beg  the  noble  Marquess's  pardon.  I  in- 
tended merely  to  repeat  what  the  noble 
Lord  said — namely,  that  the  adoption 
of  these  recommendations,  taken  to- 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley 


gether,  would  amount  to  a  repeal  d 
the  Vaccination  Laws. 
^The  Mabquebb  op  SALISBURY:  I 
do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  said  that. 
It  is  perfectly  fair  for  the  Home  Seen* 
tary  to  come  to  the  oonoIUBion,  ud 
there  are  very  {dausible  grounds  for 
coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  althouf^ 
the  Committee  may  have  fully  intended 
to  maintain  the  Vaccination  Laws  and 
put  them  into  operation  in  the  manner  ia 
their  judgment  most  calculated  to  ba 
effective  ;  yet  that  the  recommendations 
were  not  founded  upon  a  soimd  judg- 
ment, and  that  their  practical  efEaot 
would  be  that  the  Vaccination  Lam 
would  cease  to  be  operative.  Whether 
that  is  the  case  or  not  I  do  not  know; 
but  I  think  my  right  hon.  Frioid  vh 
quite  right  in  asking  to  see  the  evidence 
before  he  formed  his  opinion.    I  do  not 
see  how  a  desire  to  see  the  evidence 
implies  the  slightest  distrust  of  the 
Commission  over  which  the  noble  aod 
learned  Lord  presides.    It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  very  great  difficulty,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  know  precisdy  all  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Commisnon  en 
going    in    making  recommendations 
which  have  an  appearance  certainly  to 
many  minds  of  making  the  Vaccination 
Law  idle.    If  a  penalty  is  alwa}'s, 
as  I  think  it  would  become,  a  monej 
penalty,  it  is  obvious  that  this  permis- 
sion to  break  the  law  as  often  as  joo 
liked,  when  you  have  once  paid  one 
fine,  would  amount  to  a  privilege  fori 
rich   offender,   and  woiUd  in  realitj 
allow  persons   to  buy  a  permit  to 
make  themselves  centres  of  contagion. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Vaccination 
Laws  will  want  alteration  or  not ;  odQI 
I  have  seen  the  evidence  it  is  imposeilil* 
for  me  to  judge ;  but  theprindple of 
allowing  people  to  get  on  with  o"* 
penalty,  and  then  to  go  on  repeating 
the  same  offence  as  often  as  they  li^ 
upon  the  same  child  does  seem  to  me* 
perfectly  novel  principle  in  our  l^isl*" 
tion,  and  I  can  well  understand  nij 
right  hon.  Friend  hesitating  before  bt 
hastily  brings  in  a  measure  to  ad(^ 
something  so  perfectly  untoied. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  Mv  Ix«^ 
after  the  answer  given  by  Uie  Hoa>| 
Secretary  and  communicated  to  as  1 
shall  on  an  early  day  after  WhitsiuiU* 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
question  and  move  that,  in  the  ag«^  j 
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of  this  Hoase,  the  reoommendationB  of 
the  Boyal  Oommiesioa  ou^t  to  be 
carried  out  l^l^slation. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND) 
EXTRACTS  BILL. 
Bill    reported  from  the  Staading 
Committee  without  Ameodment ;  and 
to  be  read  3'  on  Monday  the  13th 
June  next. 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [&.u] 
Bill  reported  from  the  Standing 
Committee  with  an  Amendment.  The 
Be  port  thereof  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day the  13th  of  June  next ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended. 

House  adjoomed  at  ten  minntM 
pMt  Six  o'eloek. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Tuetday,  3Ut  Uay^  1892. 


7he  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 
PBIVATE  BUSINESS. 


BIRMINOHAU  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

Queen's  Consent  signified  (by 
Order). 

THIRD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Bill  be. now  read  the 
Ihird  time." 

(2.9.)  Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS 
^Merionethshire) :  It  will  be  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  take  up  much  time  in 
recommending  my  Amendment  to  the 
House.  Several  witnesses  were  brought 
l^efore  the  Committee  on  this  Bill,  and 
^ve  evidence  that  fishing  in  the 
streams  running  through  the  common 
■:and  commonable  land  had  been  en- 
joyed by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  district  without  inteiference,  let, 
or  hindrance  from  time  immemorial. 
The  Chairman  and  the  Committee 
generally  assented  to  the  principle  that 


nothing  should  be  taken  away  which 
was  now  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the 
locality,  and  assented  to  the  introduO' 
tion  into  the  Bill  of  Clause  53,  which 
is  intended  to  safeguard  the  rights  <of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  oC 
Bhayader  and  district.  But  I  think  it 
came  out  very  clearly  in  the  discussion 
on  Beport  the  other  day  that  the 
clause  as  it  stood  did  not  safeguard  the 
rights  of  those  inhabitants.  I  think 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ^r. 
CampbeU-Bannerman^  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmin^hani  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  in 
that  discussion  admitted  they  were 
willing  to  maintain  all  the  usages  and 
privileges  the  people  hitherto  have  had, 
and  the  new  clause  I  have  to  propose 
does  nothing  more  than  safeguard  im-. 
memorial  usage,  and  maintain  for  the 
people  of  the  district  a  cherished  privi- 
lege they  have  always  enjoyed,  have 
highly  valued,  and  a  continuance  td 
which  they  look  forward  to  after  the 
Corporation  of  Birmingham  have  con- 
trol  over  the  land.  Clause  53,  which 
ostensibly  has  that  object,  will,  I  am 
afraid,  simply  lead  to  litigation,  in 
which  the  peasants  and  townsmen 
would  have  little  chance  against  the 
very  powerful  and  distant  Corporation 
of  Birmingham,  having  all  the  legal 
weapons  ready  to  carry  a  matter 
before  a  Court  of  Law.  The  least,  I 
think,  that  we  can  ask  the  House  on 
behalf  of  the  people  is  that  in  the  Aet 
the  intention  of  Parliament  shall  be 
clearly  expressed  ;  and  so,  without 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  fur- 
ther, I  move  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill  in  order  that  for  Clause  53  may  be 
substituted  a  clause  in  the  following 
terms : — 

"  Tbe  iahabitaots  of  the  districts  and  of  the 
towo  of  Rhayader  may  continue  as  heretofore 
to  fish  in  the  Rivera  Elan  and  Claerweo  and 
their  tributaries  flowing  Uirough  the  manor  of 
Grange  and  the  manor  of  Builth  above  the 
upper  end  of  the  upper  reservoirs  and  in  the 
lakes  adjacent  thereto,  to  take  turbary  and  to 
out  fern  and  rushes  over  inch  oommonable 
land  without  intarraption  by  the  CorporatiOD, 
subject  nevertheleBs  to  the  bj»4aws  attthoriaea 
by  this  Act- 
Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  now  t^d  the  thii^  time," 
and  add  the  words  "  re-committed  in 
respect  of  Clause  53." — {Mr.  Thonuu 
Ellis.) 
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Question  proposed, "  That  the  words 
'  now  read  the  third  time '  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

(2.14.)  Mr.  JOSEPH  CHAMBER- 
LAIN (Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Motion 
is  an  nnnsuid  one,  and  the  course  par- 
sued  by  the  hon.  Member  is  an  ex- 
tremely unusual  one  in  relation  to  a 
prisatfi.  Bill  which  has  been  carefully 
considered  by  an  important  Hybrid 
Committee,  and  has  been  discussed  in 
the  House  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
I  must  remark  with  some  surprise  upon 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  this  occasion.  He,  as 
Chairman,  is  really  responsible  for  the 
TOovisions  of  the  Bill  as  it  left  the 
Committee,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
tiie  right  hon.  Oentleman  is  not  here  to 
defend  his  own  proceedings.  In  earlier 
discussions  upon  the  Bill.^elsh  Mem- 
bers represented  that  the  Corporation 
intending  to  become  owners  of  this 
land  might  thereby  endanger  certain 
rights  and  privileges  hitherto  enjoyed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Rhayader  and 
district ;  and  the  Corporation,  in  reply, 
stated  pUunly  that  their  object  in  ob- 
taining poBsesnon  was  merely  to  guard 
the  vast  interests  intrusted  to  them, 
and  that  when  called  upon  by  the 
necessities  of  the  case  to  spend  six 
millions  sterling,  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  they  should  have  full  security  that 
their  work  should  not  be  thrown  away 
and  their  money  lost  in  consequence  of 
proceedings  which  might  endanger  the 
purity  of  the  water.  But  they  said 
subject  to  this  they  were  perfectly 
wilUng  that  every  rignt  which  hereto- 
fore had  been  enjoyed  by  these  people 
^ould  be  continued  to  them,  and 
accordingly  when  the  matter  came 
before  the  Committee  it  was  very  fully 

tone  into,  and  not  only  were  witnesses 
eard  who  represented  the  views  put 
forward  by  hon.  Members ;  but  the 
Hybrid  Committee,  being  unwilling 
that  any  doubt  should  remain  as  to  the 
justice  of  their  final  decision,  took 
the  subject  into  its  own  hands, 
and  invited  the  attendance  of  other 
witnesses  in  order  to  be  absolutely 
certain  that  the  views  of  the  locality 
diould  be  fully  represented.  And 
apparently  with  r^ara  to  all  the  other 
matters  discussed  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing, the  wishm  and  desires  of  the  in 


habitants  were  fully  satisfied.   I  wa& 
informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  witnesses  went  away 
absolutely  satisfied  with  the  provisiom- 
which  the  Committee  were  pepared  to- 
introduce  into  the  Bill  on  t^eir  behalf. 
Then  the  Ccnnmittee  had  to  deal  with 
this  question  of  fishing.   It  should  be 
understood  that   while  undoubtedlj' 
there  has  been  a  certain  amount  of 
fishing — not  considerable,  but  a  certain 
amount  of  fishing — as  tp  which  the 
Committee  called  evidence  and  came  to 
the  conclusion — quite  independently  of 
the  Corporation,  and  acting  entirely  on 
what  I  believe  to  be  precedents  guiding 
the  proceedings  of  a  Committee  on  a 
private  Bill  in  such  oases  —  to  dectine 
to  torn    into    an    absolute  legal 
right    that    which    had  heretofore 
b^n  .  enjoyed   on    sufferance ;  but 
decided  to  introduce  Clause  53,  tO' 
which  I  invite  the  attention  of  tho 
House.  I  am  informed  that  that  clause 
was  not  prepared  by  the  Corporation  of 
Birmingham ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  imposed  upon  the  Corporation  by 
the  representatives  of  local  interests  as 
absolutely    satisfactory.     But  hon. 
Members  go  much  further  than  those 
whose  interest  they  profess  to  rgnesent; 
and  on  the  Report  stageof  the  Bill  they 
again  nused  Hhe  question,  and  en- 
deavonred  to  turn  these  rights — as  to 
which  there  is  no  sort  of  dispute  be- 
tween us — into  absolute  possession, con- 
trary to  past  usage.  They  endeavoured 
to  do  this  by  inserting  the  words  "  and 
privileges,"  which  we  were  told  might 
be  interpreted  into  something  more- 
than  the  word  "  rights."    This  was 
resisted  by  the  Corporation  and  by  the- 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who  ex- 
plained what  I  have  now  repeated,  and 
gave  the  reasons  for  the  decision  of  the- 
Committee,  and  then  by  a  lai^  majority 
the  House  rejected  the  proposal.  Now,, 
in  another  form  the  hon.  Member 
raises  what  is  practically   the  same 
Amendment.     It  is  raised  with  the 
object  of  introducing  into   the  Bill 
rights  of  a  vague  character  which  are 
not  now  absolute.  The  course  pursued 
is  unusual  and  very  unfair  to  the  Cor- 
poration and  the   landowners  with 
whom  the  Corporation  have  entered 
into  preliminary  arruigements.   I  am 
bv  no  means  certain  that  any  altera* 
\t&  at  this  stage  would  not 
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be  roBented  by  the  landowners,  uid 
throw  into  oonnieion  the  arrangements 
iUready  made.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  hope  the  House  will  main- 
tain thededsicm  already  arrived  at,  and 
reiterate  its  rejection  of  this  proposal. 

(2.20.)  Sib  STAPFOED  NORTH- 
COTE  (Exeter) :  With  reference  to  an 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  absence  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stirling 
Bui^bs  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman),  I 
b^  to  say  I  have  received  a  tetter  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  which  be 
says  he  expected  the  Bill  to  come  on 
yesterday,  that  he  is  called  ont  of  town 
to-day,  and  he  has  asked  me  to  repre- 
sent generally,  in  his  absence,  the  views 
of  the  Committee  of  which  I  was  a  Mem- 
ber. We  entirely  accepted  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  that  nothing  should  be 
done  to  take  away  existing  rights  ;  but 
while  we  were  extremely  unwilling 
to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  any 
privilege  of  fishing  hitherto  enjoyed,  we 
felt  it  was  impossible  in  this  Private 
Bill  to  convert  a  privilege  into  a  legal 
right.  In  coming  to  this  decision  the 
Committee  were  nnaaimoas,  and  I  hope 
the  hon.  Membei  may  not  think  it 
necessary  to  press  the  Amendment. 

(2.21.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Car- 
narvon, (fee.) :  We  submit  that  the  right 
of  the  public  to  fish  in  the  Elan  and 
Claerwen  should  be  no  more  and  no  less 
than  it  has  been.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  has  stated 
that  Clause  53  was  introduced  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  fishing  ;  but  when  it 
oomes  to  a  construction  of  the  section 
nothing  can  be  maintained  but 
actual  l^al  rights,  not  actual  usage, 
in  the  past.  The  position  is  this :  the 
riparian  tenants  nave  the  right  of 
fishing  in  the  rivers,  and  they  and 
their  successors  would  have  a  freehold 
of  those  rights,  but  these  are  not  the 
rights  of  the  public  we  want  to  preserve. 
Just  as  the  exercise  of  a  right  of  way 
for  over  twenty  years  gives  a  title,  so 
we  want  to  secure  that  the  right  of 
fishing  which  for  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years  the  inhabitants  have 
enjoyed  without  interference  from  the 
landowners  shall  continue  in  the  future 
AS  in  the  past.  We  recc^ise  the 
distinction  between  this  right  and  a 
strictly  legal  right,  but  no  landowner 
lias  interfered  in  the  past,  nor  would 


any  landowner  deny  the  right.  W» 
wish  to  ensure  that  under  the  new 
landowners — the  Birmingham  Corpora- 
tion— the  same  right  shul  continue. 

(2.25.)  Mb.  timothy  HBALY 
(Longford,  N.)  :  I  appeal  to  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  fMr.  J.  Chamberlam)^ 
in  the  interest  of  his  Bill  to  give  a  little 
further  consideration  to  this  question. 
The  clause  proposed  is  really  much 
milder  than  the  existing  clause.  Very 
properly  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
(Sir  Stafiford  Northcote)  stated  th&t  the- 
Gommittee  did  not  desire  to  confer 
rights  not  already  in  existence.  The 
Committee  were  right  in  that  view,  and 
I  endorse  it.  But  that  is  not  the- 
position  striven  for.  Nobody  is  askixig 
for  any  right  to  be  conferred  whi(di  la 
not  already  in  existence.  The  words  of 
the  new  clause  are;  The  inhabitants  may 
continue  to  do  things  "  as  heretofore." 
The  rights  of  the  riparian  owners, 
are  left  exactly  as  they  were,  and  th& 
arrangements  they  may  make  with  the 
Birmingham  Corporation  will  not  be 
affected.  Further,  the  recognition  fa 
subject  to  all  the  bye-laws  the  Corpora- 
tion may  make  for  the  object  they 
have  in  view — namely,  the  preservation 
of  the  purity  of  the  water,  and  why 
the  Corporation  should  object  I  do  not 
know.  I  think,  unless  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  prepared  to  make  th& 
concession,  his  BiU  may  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  considerable  peril.  The 
Bill  has  to  pass  through  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  a  Dissolution  is  impending.. 
If  a  Petition  is  lodged  against  the  Bill 
in  the  House  of  Lords  it  may  be  that 
the  Bill  may  have  to  return  to  the- 
House  of  Commons,  and  so  the  decision 
on  the  Bill  may  be  relegated  to  a  new 
House  of  Commons  in  which  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  have  the- 
assistance  of  his  Unionist  majority.. 
This  is  a  danger  I  venture  to  indicate- 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  takes- 
a  too  "  high-horsical"  attitude.  I 
sliall  be  glad  to  facilitate  the  progress 
of  the  Bill,  and  have  every  sympathy 
with  its  object — namely,  to  secure  a 
good  water  supply  for  a  large  district ; 
and  I  trust  that  the  Corporation  ma^ 
see  the  advantage  of  giving  a  pledge,  if 
they  cannot  accept  the  clause  in  ita 
present  form,  that  they  will  in  another 
place  have  some  regard  to  the  view* 
put  forward  by  hon.  Members  near  me. 
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The  Amendment  is  a  very  small  one, 
And  I  should  have  thought  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  been 
the-  doughtiest  champion  of  pubUo 
rights  on  such  an  occasion.  Let  me 
point  out  this:  that  the  clause  as  it 
stands  is,  unintentionally  no  doubt, 
practically  illusory  in  consequence  of 
the  nse  of  the  word  "  right."  There  is 
no  right ;  there  is  only  a  good  old 
«ustom  that  the  people  should  fish ;  and 
why  the  Corporation  of  Birmingham 
should,  on  the  score  of  the  purity  of 
the  water,  seek  to  prevent  that  I  cannot 
conceive.  I  see  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bordesley  (Mr.  Jesse  Gollings)  is  about 
to  speak,  and  I  hope  he  will  take  up  a 
reasonable  position,  as  he  has  fought 
hard  for  ridits  and  privileges  where 
none  existed  in  the  case  of  the  agri- 
<tultnrat  labourers  and  others.  I  hope 
he  will  do  something  to  prevent  these 
rights  being  taken  away  from  people 
under  words  which  are  intended  to  give 
«i  right  and  do  not  give  one. 

(2.33.)  Mb.  JESSE  GOLLINGS 
(Binningham,  Bordesley) ;  The  speech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  contains  a> 
covert  threat  of  Party  action,  and  is, 
practically,  an  attempt  to  coerce  the 
House  into  acquiescence  '  with  the 
Amendment.  The  arguments  made  nse 
■of  were  most  extraordinary.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  had  to  admit  that  the 
practice  of  fishing  was  only  on  snffer- 
■ance,  fuid  he  desires  to  turn  this 
privilege  into  an  absolute  right.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  also  said  that  the 
■difficulty  was  that  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  might,  under  the  Bill, 
make  bye-iaws,  and  that  in  case  any 
pollution  took  place  the  inhabitants 
might  find  themselves  deprived  of  the 
fismng.  I  think  the  House  will  admit 
that  in  such  a  case  they  should  be 
<Ieprived  of  it. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  That  is  what  I  said ; 
that  if  there  was  pollution  they  would 
be  deprived  of  it. 

(2.37.)  Mr.  JESSE  GOLLINGS: 
The  sole  argument  of  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  and  the  object  of  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs  was  that,  after  the 
Corporation  had  laid  out  this  enormous 
eum  of  money  to  get  pure  water,  it 
should  not  be  rendered  of  no  avail  by 
the  pollution  of  the  water.  Anyone 
who  followed  the  proceedings  before 
the  Committee  must  know  that  every- 


thing  that  could  be  met  consistently 
with  a  supply  of  pure  water  was  met 
by  the  Corporation,  and  the  rights  of 
those  interested  was  met  in  every  way. 
This  Amendment  is,  in  fact,  an  attempt 
to  throw  out  the  BiU;  tor  if  it  is 
re-oommitted  at  the  present  stage  of 
the  Sffiuion,  as  it  will  nave  to  go  to  the 
House  ef  Lords,  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  go  through  at  all. 
The  Welsh  people,  in  v^ose  midst 
three  or  four  millions  will  be  spent, 
would  be  the  first  to  object  to  that. 
The  Birmingham  Corporation  are  en- 
titled to  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  in 
the  difficult  position  in  which  they  are 
placed.  For  years  they  have  been  in 
a  state  of  anxiety  as  to  their  water 
supply,  and  now  the  question  is  becom- 
ing more  important  and  the  sources  of 
the  supply  more  precarious.  The  difficult 
position  which  they  are  in  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  they  propose  such  an 
enormous  outlay,  which  they  would 
not  be  likely  to  do  if  it  were  not  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  whole  question 
has  been  thoroughly  threshed  out 
during  an  eighteen  days'  inquiry  in  the 
Committee  upstairs ;  everyone  inte- 
rested has  had  the  fullest  opportunity 
of  stating  his  case ;  and,  therefore,  I 
think  the  Committee  are  in  a  better 
position  to  judge  as  to  the  desirability 
of  such  a  clause  than  we  are  without 
any  consideration  of  it.  I  hope  the 
House  will  support  the  decision  of  the 
Committee. 

(2.40.)  Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester) :  I  protest 
against  any  suggestion  that  anybody  in 
this  House  wants  to  keep  the  people  of 
Birmingham  from  having  a  supply  of 
water,  t  think  the  feeling  is  unani- 
mous that  they  ought  to  have  it,  and 
to  have  power  to  make  bye-laws  to 
secure  the  purity  of  the  water.  But  I 
am  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the 
Welsh  Members,  and  I  think  if  they 
did  not  take  every  opportunity  of  pro- 
tecting the  people  they  represent  they 
would  fail  in  their  duty.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordes- 
ley (Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  to  speak  of 
five  or  six  millions  being  spent,  but  how 
much  of  it  will  go  into  the  pockets  of 
the  Welsh  people  ?  You  wiU  spend  a 
lot  of  money  in  burying  pipes  under- 
ground, and  ^ve  a  great  deal  to  tha 
landowners ;  out  the  people  we  are 
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Interested  in  are  those  who  have  enjoyed 
the  fishing.  Under  the  muoh-abused 
landlord  system  they  have  enjoyed  the 
fishings  and  they  are  alraid  that  when 
they  are  handed  over  to  the  Corpora- 
tion they  will  be  interfered  with,  and 
they  ask  that  the  privileess  they  have 
enjoyed  in  the  past  shonla  not  be  taken 
away.  Is  that  not  a  fair  and  reasonable 
demand  ?  I  hope  my  hon.  Friends 
will  persevere  in  their  duty,  and  leave 
no  stone  unturned  to  preserve  these 
rights  to  the  people  of  Wales.  The 
sole  reason  of  the  action  to-day  and  on 
Iteport  IS  not  to  defeat  the  BiU,  not  to 
prevent  the  people  of  Birmingham 
having  the  water,  and  having  it  pure, 
but  to  maintain  the  existing  privileges 
and  customs  of  this  Welsh  district.  I 
h<n9e  many  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  will  take  the  same  view  and  sup- 
port the  Amendment. 

Qaestion  pat. 

The  House  divided :  —  Ayes  125 ; 
Noes  67.— (Div.  List,  No.  155.) 

Main  Qaestion  again  proposed, "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

(2.52.)    Sib    HUSSEY  VIVIAN 
(Swansea,  District) :  I  rise  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this 
day  six  months.    I  have  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  divesting  the  great 
community  of  Birmingham  of  their 
necessary  supply  of  water,  but  I  repre- 
sent a  far  larger  community  than  Bir- 
mingham, and  one  far   nearer  this 
water  supply  than  the  City  of  Birming- 
ham.   Our  population  in  Glamoi^^- 
shire  andMonmouthshire  is  increasing  at 
an  enormous  rate,  and  there  is  no 
population  in  the  United  Kingdom 
wmch  is  increasing  at  anything  like 
the  same  ratio  as  that  of  the  mineral 
d^istricts  of  South  Wales.   During  the 
last  ten  years  the  population  of  Gla- 
morganshire has  increased  by  33*4  per 
cent.,  and  is  now  1,740,000.    If  that 
rate  of  increase  is  continued,  in  a 
hundred  years  our  population  will  be 
between  ten  and  twelve  millions.  It  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  we  should 
be  secure  of  a  proper  water  su^ly,  not 
only  for  our  present  population,  but 
for  any  future  increase.   I  am  quite 
Aware,  Sir,  that  this  matter  has  been 
investigated  by  a  strong  Committee 
upstairs,  and  that,  therefore,  we  labour 


under  a  great  disadvantage  in  bringing 
forward  any  question  of  tms  kind  on  the 
Third  Beading.  But  our  case  was  not 
brought  before  that  Committee  in  any 
formal  manner.  By  the  courtesy  ot 
the  Committee — which  I  desire  to 
acknowledge — the  hon.  Member  for 
Merionethshire  (Mr.  Thomas  ,  Ellis) 
andmyself  were  invited  to  give  evidenoe 
and  state  our  views.  .But  the  House, 
with  a  long  experience  of  the  way 
matters  are  fought  out  before  Com- 
mittees, will  appreciate  that  the 
evidence  of  two  witnesses  called  in 
that  manner  would  not  produce  the 
same  effect  as  witnesses  of  various 
kinds — experts  and  others — led  by 
eminent  counsel,  were  likely  to 
produce  on  such  a  Committee. 
My  hon.  Friend  stated  the  case  of 
Wales  generally,  and  I  stated  the  case, 
so  far  as  I  was  able,  of  the  mineral 
districts  of  South  Wales.  What  I 
desire  to  point  out  is  that  while  the 
district  which  is  sought  to  be  taken  by 
Birmingham  is  eighty  miles  distant 
from  that  city,  that  district  is  only  fifty 
miles  distant  from  the  centre  of  the 
great  mineral  district  of  the  North. 
The  population  of  the  district  of  Bir- 
mingham is  not  increasing  in  any 
degree  in  the  same  ratio  that  our 
population  is  increasing.  As  I  said 
before,  it  is  highly  probable  that  in  a 
comparatively  short  period  our  popula* 
tion  will  be  some  millions ;  and  stand- 
ing here  as  I  do,  more  or  less  repre- 
senting Glamorganshire  and  Chairman 
of  the  County  Council,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  oAr  first  duty  is  not  only 
to  protect  the  interest  of  our  present 
constituencies,  but  also  the  interest  of 
those  that  may  come  after  us,  even  by 
a  long  distance.  I  would  point  out  to 
the  House  that  the  areas  of  the  dean 
gathering  ground — that  is,  the  areas  of 
the  gathering  ground  above  the  range  of 
cultivation — are  comparatively  limited, 
and  that  in  this  instance  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Birmingham  propose  to  secure 
for  themselves  for  ever  an  area  of  not 
less  than  forty-five  thousand  acres  of 
clean  gathering  ground.  Then,  again, 
it  is  nearer  to  as  than  to  them.  I  must 
point  out  also  that  the  sites  of  the 
reservoirs  are  also  extremely  limited. 
You  cannot  in  many  cases  catch  the 
water,  because  of  the  elevated  land ; 
and  then,  again,  another  element  is  the 
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altitude  at  which  yoa  can  construct 
these  reeervoirs.  Some  of  our  districts, 
containing  the  most  dense  populations, 
lie  at  a  very  considerable  elevation, 
between  seven  hundred  and  eight 
hundred  feot,  and  you  will  require, 
therefore,  to  establish  the  reservoirs  for 
the  supply  of  that  population  at  a  level 
that  wiU  reach  the  population  by  gravi- 
tation. Now,  that  is  one  of  the  im- 
portant elements  of  this  scheme  which 
IS  proposed,  that  we  are  enabled  by 
the  favourable  character  of  the  gather- 
hig  ground  and  of  the  reservoir 
ground  to  intercept  the  water  is 
such  an  elevation  as  would  bring 
it  to  their  towa,  and  also 
bring  it  to  the  great  mass  of  their 
population.  It  is  very*  difficult  to 
select  a  place  where  the  same  favour- 
able conditions  exist  as  exist  in  this 
particular  spot  which  has  been  selected 
by  Birmin^am.  What  we  desire  is 
that  before  this  large  area  is  allocated 
to  one  community  there  should  be  a 
careful  and  impartial  investigation  of 
the  whole  of  the  water-producing  areas 
of  that  part  of  Wales.  We  believe 
that  there  are  large  areas  lying  at  a 
point  nearer  to  Birmingham,  which 
would  not  be  so  near  to  us,  which 
would  be  perfectly  capable  of  supplying 
Birmingham  with  all  the  water  which 
they  require.  We  ^so  are  informed, 
by  a  statement  which  has  been  circu- 
lated to  hon.  Members  to-day,  that  the 
present  water  supply  of  Birmingham 
IS  amply  sufficient  for  their  immediate 
wants,  and  had  been  very- much  under- 
stated to  the  Committee.  I  observe 
from  the  statement  which  has  been 
circulated  to-day  that  the  amount  of 
water  at  present  available  for  Birming- 
ham is  twenty  and  a  quarter  millions 
of  gallons  daily,  whereas  the  consump- 
tion is  there  stated  to  be  fifteen 
millions  ;  but  I  see  that  by  the  evidence 
before  the  Committee  that  it  was  also 
stated  at  seventeen  millions.  This 
statement  also  points  to  the  fact  that 
the  whole  amount  available  for 
Birmingham  at  present  is  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  gallons  daily,  and 
that  they  have  a  surplus  of  something 
like  thirteen  millions ;  so  that  really 
there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  this 
present  large  scheme  vrhich  Birming- 
ham has  instituted.  As  I  said  before, 
we  have  no  desire  to  prevent  the  great 
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community  of  Birmingham  from  being 
properly  supplied  with  water,  but  what 
we  desire  is  that  this  matter  should  be 
judicially  and  impartially  investigated 
before  this  great  area  is  allocated  to 
Birmingham.  I  b^  to  move  the 
rejection  of  the  Third  Beading  of  thia 
BiU. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  six  months." — {SirHusiey  Viviain.) 

Question,  "  That  the  wo^  '  now ' 
stand  part  of  the  Question,"  "pat,  and 
agreea  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GARVE  AND  ULLAPOOL  RAILWAY 
BILL  (by  OreiM-y. 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

(3.10J  Me.  McDonald  Came- 
ron (Wick,  &c.) :  This  Bill  propose* 
to  transfer  to  the  Great  North  of 
Scotland  Railway  certain  powers  which 
were  obtained  by  the  Garve  and  Ulla- 
pool people  from  this  Parliament  hy 
the  Bill  of  1890.  What  led  to  the 
obtaining  of  these  powers  was  that 
during  the  great  agitation  in  the  High- 
lands the  people  of  the  West  Coast 
thought  that  by  opening  up  the  district 
by  means  of  a  railway  they  could 
very  materially  develop  the  fishing 
industries  of  that  part  of  Scotland ; 
and,  consequently,  the  Bill  of  1890 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  passed. 
After  they  had  obtained  this  Bill,  the 
promoters  went  to  the  Treasury,  with 
the  view  of  seeing  whether  they  could 
obtain  any  Imperial  assistance  for  the 

?urpose  of  building  this  road.  The 
'reasury  informed  them  that  if  they 
could  find  a  regularly  constituted  Bail- 
way  Cominny  to  build  the  road  azicl 
work  it  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  or  so,  they  would  grant  them  a 
subsidy.  When  they  found  the  Treasury 
prepared  to  do  this,  they  approach^ 
the  Highland  Railway  Company,  be- 
cause naturally  enough  that  Company 
had  already  a  large  interest  in  the 
country.  The  Highland  Railway  Com- 
pany refused  the  offer  which  the  Garve 
and  Ullapool  people  made  to  them. 
When  the  Highland  Railway  Company 
refused  the  offer,  then  they  approached 
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the  Treasury  a^in,  and  laid  the  matter 
before  them ;  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
^easury  suggested  that  they  should 
try  some  other  Railway  Company. 
They  accordingly  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  Great  North  of  Scotland 
Railway  Company,  and  the  Great 
North  of  Scotland  Railway  promised 
to  baikl  the  road,  equip  it,  and  work 
it  for  the  period  stated  npon  the  terms 
laid  down  Dy  the  Treasury.  When  the 
Highland  ^ulway  Company  found  that 
the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 
Company  had  agreed  and  were  about 
to  come  into  the  Highlands,  and  that 
they  were  also  going  to  get  an  Imperial 
contribution,  they  turned  round  and 
said  they  would  be  prepared  to  make 
the  line  and  work  it.  But  instead  of 
going  to  the  Garve  and  Ullapool  people 
and  entering  into  negotiations  with 
them  as  they  on^t  to  have  done,  they 
went  direct  to  the  Treasury,  as  I  am 
led  to  believe,  and  told  the  Treasury 
that  they  had  previously  offered  to 
build  the  road,  but  that  the  Garve  and 
Ullapool  people  had  refused  their  offer, 
and  that  they  were  now  perfectly  will- 
ing to  do  so.  A  Committee  was 
appointed  last  year  to  inquire  as  to  the 
best  means  of  opening  up  the  Highlands, 
and  they  oame  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  extension  of  the  Highland  Line 
from  Strome  Ferry  was  the  best.  They 
recommended  that,  if  this  was  not 
done,  aline  should  be  constructed  from 
Invershin  to  Lochinver.  But  neither 
of  these  proposals  had  the  advantage 
which  the  Garre  and  Ullapool  line 
possesses.  In  the  first  placef  the 
Garve  and  Ullapool  people  have  their 
Bill,  and  are  perfectly  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  their  line, 
provided  the  Government  will  sanction 
the  subsidy  and  the  transfer  of  powers. 
Then  their  line  would  be  very  much 
shorter  than  the  other  rontes,  being 
only  thirty-three  miles  long.  If  the 
line  were  made  to  run  in  connection 
with  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Rail- 
way the  fish  caught  on  the  west  coast 
would  arrive  in  the  London  market 
two  or  three  hours  earlier  than  at 
present,  and  certainly  in  time  to  catch 
the  first  market.  Thus  a  great  stimulus 
would  be  given  to  the  fishing  industry. 
I  am  ezoeedin^y  sorry  thut  the  Go- 
vernment have  thought  fit  to  treat  the 


Garve  and  Ullapool  people  in  the  way 
they  have  done.  These  people  were 
the  first  to  take  any  steps  whatsoever, 
and  the  moment  the  Highland  Railway 
Company  saw  that  there  was  a 
chance  of  the  scheme  proceeding  they 
came  forward  to  get  the  Government 
subsidy  in  an  underhand  manner.  I 
think  if  such  a  method  was  adopted 
by  one  honourable  man  of  baraness 
towards  another,  that  man  would 
not  be  likely  to  get  much  business  from 
him  in  future.  I  think  it  would  be 
very  much  better  if  there  was  a  second 
Railway  Company  competing  with  the 
Highland  Railway  Company.  The 
promoters  were  perfectly  willing  to  allow 
the  Highland  Railway  joint  powersover 
the  new  railway,  or  to  agree  to  any 
such  arrangement  as  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  country.  I 
have  no  antipathy  to  the  Highland 
Railway  Company,  and  the  reason 
why  I  have  been  selected  to  move 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill  is 
because  I  have  no  interest  whatsoever 
either  in  their  line  or  any  other  line  of 
railway  in  the  country.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  I  see,  is  not  here ; 
but  I  hope  that  somebody  in  authority 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  case  wiU 
explain  to  the  House  and  the  country 
why  the  Government  have  taken 
this  attitude.  I  do  not  understand  for 
the  life  of  me  why  they  should 
favour  one  company  more  than  another. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  country  they 
ought  to  have  at  heart,  and  not  the 
interest  of  the  Highland  Railway.  We 
know  that  the  directors  of  the  Highland 
Railway  are  very  influential  gentlemen 
and  in  favour  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment .  We  know  that  last  year 
they  paid  six  per  cent,  divi- 
dend on  their  ordinary  Stock.  But 
whenever  they  have  an  opportunity 
of  doing  anytmng  to  help  themselves  at 
the  expense  of  others  they  are  always 
on  the  alert  to  do  it.  I  beg  to  move  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

(3.18.)  Dr.  R.  McDonald  (Rossand 
Cromarty) :  I  beg  to  second  the  Motion. 
I  think  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  help  the  Garve 
and  Ullapool  people,  because  they 
have  been  considerably  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Highland  Railway  in  the  past. 
I  think  it  would  be  not  only  for  the 
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interest  of  the  locality,  but  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  Treasury,  if  this  railway 
were  made.   I  have  always  stood  up 

for  this  railway  in  opposition  to  any 
of  the  rest,  because  I  thought  it  was 
the  best,  and  I  still  think  so.  I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  Govern- 
ment what  tbey  are  going  to  do  in  this 
matter.  This  matter  of  a  railway  and 
other  things  have  been  dangled  before 
tiie  Highlands  for  a  long  time  past ; 
and  I  think  it  is  time  now  that  the 
matter  should  be  settled  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  should  really  say 
whether  they  are  going  to  assist  us  or 
not.  Several  considerations  ought  to 
favour  the  Garve  and  Ullapool  scheme 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Government.  It  is 
about  forty  miles  shorter  than  the 
Lochinrer  route,  and  about  fifty  miles 
shorter  than  the  existing  route  by 
Strome  Ferry.  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  the  House  the  fact  that  the 
Gfovemment  have  not  behaved  to  the 
Garre  and  Ullapool  people  in  the  past 
as  they  ought  to  have  done.  It  maybe 
said  by  the  Government  that  the  Lewis 
people  are  not  in  favour  of  this  new 
railway.  I  think  it  is  a  very  small 
minority  of  the  people  of  Lewis  who 
say  that  they  are  not  in  favour  of  it.  I 
know  that  to  be  the  case. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — 
(Mr.  McDonald  Cameron,) — put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

BRINE    PUMPING  (COMPENSATION 
FOR  BUBBIDENCB)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL  (bp  order)  (No.  347.) 
SECOND  READIHO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*(3.ai.)  Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liver- 
pool, Abercromby)  :  In  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Enutsford  Division  of  Cheshire 
(Mr.  Tatton  Egerton),  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  r^bd  this  day  six 
months.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  local 
interest,  because  it  really  largely  affects 
the  whole  trade  of  the  distriot.  It 

Dr,  B.  McDonald 


affects  not  merely  the  traders  to  whose 
hands  the  trade .  goes,  but  also  the 
Local  Board  of  the  district,  who  oppose 
very  keenly  the  Bill  now  brought 
before  the  House.  The  matter  haa 
been  discussed  now  for  about  twelve 
years,  but  I  will  only  briefly  refer  to  it. 
There  are  some  points  which  I  quite 
agree  are  not  such  as  should  be  brought- 
to-day  before  the  House,  but  the  gene- 
ral question,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  its- 
consideration.  The  question  of  sub- 
sidence  in  the  salt  districts  first  came 
on  the  tapis,  as  far  as  this  district  ia 
concerned,  in  1881.  The  people  in- 
terested were  then  willing  that  the 
area  should  be  divided  into  four  dis- 
tricts ;  but,  for  reasons  not  connected 
with  any  local  differences,  I  understimd 
that  that  Bill  never  became  law.  It 
was  ten  years  before  the  matter  waa 
again  broached—  in  1891 — when  a  Bill 
was  brought  in  which  is  the  foundation 
of  the  Provisional  Order  of  to-day. 
Before  it  got  to  the  Select  Committee 
stage,  there  was  some  very  important 
-correspondence  between  the  mstriota 
which  come  before  the  House  to-day 
to  air  their  grievances — namely,  the 
Northwich  Local  Board  and  the  Wins- 
ford  Local  Board.  The  Winsford  Local 
Board  has  to  deal  with  an  area  where, 
at  present,  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
pumping,  and  a  very  small  amount  of 
subsidence.  The  Northwich  Local  Board 
is  in  wholly  different  ciroumstanoeB. 
For  the  last  one  hundred  years  or  more, 
Northwich  has  yielded  lai^  quantities 
of  salt,  and,  as  one  person  very  wittily 
put  )t,  "  There  is  something  very  rotten 
beneath  Northwich."  A  large  area  haa 
already  subsided,  and  the  chances  are 
that  before  very  long  a  still  larger  area 
may  be  affected.  At  present  no  less 
than  forty-six  acres  of  Northwich  have 
subsided,  and  that  may  very  easily  be 
added  to.  When  this  Bill  of  1891 
came  before  the  House  the  Winsford 
Local  Board  wrote  to  the  Local  Board 
of  Northwich  and  asked  what  they 
were  going  for — whether  they  were 
really  going  for  one  large  district^ 
or  whether  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  embrace  Winsford  in 
the  compensation  area  which  the 
Bill  contemplated.  I  need  not  read 
the  correspondence  at  large,  but  I  may 
say  that  the  Local  Board  of  Northwich 
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passed  &  resolution  when  there  were 
nxteen  people  present  out  of  the  twenty 
entitled  to  be  uiere,  and  by  that  resolu- 
tion they  passed  with,  I  believe,  one 
dissentient,  a  statement  that  they  were 
perfectly  content  with  the  areas  laid 
down  with  the  Bill  ten  years  before, 
under  which  each  of  the  four  districts 
was  to  bear  the  consequences  of  its  own 
pumping.  On  the  strength  of  that  assur- 
ance, che  Winsford  Local  Board  came 
forward  and  co-operated  with  North- 
wich  in  introducing  the  General  Act 
which  is  now  on  the  Statute  Book. 
This  Provisional  Order  is  a  Provisional 
Order  made  under  that  Act,  by  which  one 
compensation  area  is  formed.  In  spite 
of  the  assurance  which  the  Winsford 
Local  Board  received  from  the  North- 
wich  Local  Board,  the  Northwich 
Board  immediately  applied  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  an  Inspector 
came  down  and,  after  a  consideration 
of  four  days,  decided  that  the  very 
thing  which  Winsford  most  deprecated 
should  become  law,  and  we  are  here 
to-day  to  consider  whether  this  pro- 
posal of  the  Local  Government  In- 
spector should  be  carried  out,  or 
whether  the  matter  should  be  relegated 
for  further  inquiry.  I  appear  also  on 
behalf  of  the  traders,  for  the  trade  of 
Winsford  passes  lai^ely  through  Liver- 
pool hands,  and  therefore  I  am  not  out 
of  my  place  in  raising  this  question.  The 
trade  of  Winsford  deals  largely  with 
the  cheapest  kind  of  salt — altogether 
the  '  salt  of  this  character  dealt 
with  in  England  amounts  to  one 
and  a  half  million  tons.  One-half 
million  of  that  amount  would  not  be 
tonehed  by  tlus  Bill,  so  that  an^  tax 
put  on  the  other  million  will  distmctly 
handicap  the  working  of  that  million 
tons.  That  is  a  consideration  which 
ought  to  be  taken  into  account,  because 
assuredly  the  other  half  million  not 
affected  by  the  Bill  will  be  seriously 
advantaged.  It  will  be  seriously 
advantaged  in  this  way  that  whereas  at 
Middlesbrough,  where  it  is  made,  it  can 
be  put  on  board  ship  at  a  cost  of  eight- 
pence  per  ton,  the  same  salt  made  at 
winsford  costs  toputon  board  at  Liver- 
pool three  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
ton.  If  this  Bill  becomes  law  another 
threepence  will  be  added,  which  would 
be  three  andninepenee  per  ton,  as  against 


the  eightpence  which  is  charged  at  Mid* 
dlesbrough.  The  people  of  Winsford^ 
and  not  merely  the  traders  oppose  this. 
because  it  is  the  only  trade  of  Winsford, 
And  it  is  not  the  only  trade  of  North- 
wich. They  say  that  the  subsidence  in 
Northwich,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
already  mentioned,  is  very  great,  and 
as  the  pumping  at  Winsford  is  so  much 
greater,  the  tax  will  be  home  in  Winsford 
and  expended  in  Northwich.  The  cost 
of  the  damage  done  per  annum  in 
Northwich  is  £4,800.  while  that  in 
Winsford  is  only  £1,600  a  year,  so- 
that  there  seems  to  be  a  prima  facie 
and  strong  case  why  this  Bill  should 
not  become  law.  Then  again,  in  the 
matter  of  pumping,  out  of  the  million 
tons  that  are  pumped  inthe  two  districts, 
700,000  tons  are  pumped  at  Winsford, 
on  which  this  tax  would  be  levied,  and 
only  300,000  tons  at  Northwich ;  so 
that  there,  again,  the  tax  being  on  the 
pumping,  the  burden  will  be  on  the 
shoulders  of  Winsford,  and  it  will  be, 
as  I  say,  expended  in  compensating 
Northwich  for  its  subsidence.  When 
I  add  also  that  the  subsidence  of 
the  same  character  in  Winsford  only 
represents  one-ouarter  of  an  acre,  or 
something  like  that,  as  compared  with 
forty-six  acres  at  Northwich,  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  districts  is  so  great 
that  though  the  general  pri  nciple 
where  you  have  to  tax  you  should 
make  a  wide  area  is  perfectly  right, 
the  particular  case  of  Winsford  makes 
its  claim  for  exemption  from  this. 
general  principle  quite  fair.  We 
have  also  to  consider  the  expert  evi- 
dence. Everybody  knows  that  expert 
evidence  is  liable  to  vary  in  quantity 
and  quality,  but  the  singular  fact  is 
that  Mr.  Boyd-Dawkin  i,  a  great 
authority  on  this  matter,  who  was  a 
witness  examined  on  behalf  of  North- 
wich before  the  Local  Government 
Inspector,  himself  affirmed,  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  judging  from  the 
questions  pnt  him,  that  there  was  no 
damage  now  done  to  Nor'ihwich  by 
Winsford.  And  when  you  remember 
that,  under  the  8th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1891,  the  Local  Grovemment  Boa^ 
has  always  the  power  to  vary  the 
boundaries,  surely  it  would  be  fairer 
and  wiser,  if  there  is  no  damage  done 
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ftt  present  to  Northwich  by  "Winsford, 
to  wait  until  damage  is  done  before 
you  make  this  law ;  for  when  you  have 
the  power  to  vary  the  boundaries,  you 
•eaxi  always  meet  a  hardship  whenever  a 
•case  may  arise.  You  may  hear  about 
there  being  a  continuity  of  strata  over 
the  whole  of  the  district,  but  the  expert 
evidence  is  quite  to  the  contrary.  Mr. 
Dickinson,  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines,  I 
believe,  of  all  England,  has  twice 
reported  that  there  is  no  continuous 
bed.  Mr.  Green,  Professor  of  Geology 
at  Oxford  ;  Mr.  Leader  Williams, 
■engineer  of  the  Man'^hester  Ship  Canal, 
and  formerly  engineer  to  the  Biver 
Weaver  Navigation,  and  who  was  for 
ten  years  at  Northwich,  have  affirmed 
that  there  is  no  continuous  bed  of  salt ; 
while,  quite  lately,  Professor  Hull  has 
Affirmed  that  there  could  not  be  a 
weaker  geological  case  than  that  pro- 
pounded by  the  x>eople  of  Northwich. 
I  think,  therefore,  I  have  shown  that 
there  is  a  strong  prima  facie  case  against 
the  Bill  becoming  law — namely,  that 
while  on  the  general  ground  the  people 
of  Winsford  accept  the  principle  of  the 
general  law  of  1891,  they  contend  that 
the  particular  circumstances  of  their 
locality  axe  such  that  it  may  be  fairly 
made  an  exception.  Some  hon.  Mem- 
■bers  may  say,  How  hard  it  will  be  if 
the  whole  burden  of  this  taxation  is 
-thrown  upon  Northwich  I  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  Northwich  has  several  indus- 
tries ;  Winsford  has  only  one.  Wins- 
ford is  farther  up  the  Weaver,  and  the 
expense  of  carting  the  salt  down  from 
the  district  to  Liverpool  is  very  much 
greater  owing  to  the  longer  distances,  and 
the  distance  from  rail  and  canal  is  also 
greater,  and  when  you  take  the  whole  of 
these  facts  into  consideration,  I  think 
you  may  fairly  say  that  Winsford  is  per- 
fectly entitled  to  come  here  and  com- 
plain of  what  seems  to  me  a  very  hard 
case — namely,  that  by  the  application 
of  the  general  principle  in  a  wide  area 
a  great  hardship  will  be  conferred  upon 
a  particular  locality.  This  feeling  at 
Winsford  is  not  confined  to  the  Local 
Board,  but  is  general  throughout  all 
society  there,  including  the  working 
men,  who  believe  that  their  trade  is  in 
■  danger.  As  we  all  know,  the  salt 
trade,  in  spite  of  recent  and  spasmodic 
■efforts,  has  gone  back  to  the  low  ebb  of 

Mr.  Lawrence 


fortune  it  has  been  at  for  the  last  ten 
years  or  so,  and  this  further  tax  of 
threepence  will  do  much  to  kill  that 
trade.  The  trade  in  Winsford  is  entirely 
export,  and  if  Uiis  Bill  becomes  law  it 
will  bring  considerable  suffering  and 
distress  upon  everybody  who  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  salt  industry  in 
the  district. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  six  months." — {Mr.  Lawrence.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

(3.32.)  Mr.  JOHN  S.  GATHORNB- 
HARDY  (Kent,  Medway) :  As  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  last 
year's  Act,  it  is  only  right  that  I  should 
say  that  the  question  of  areas  was  not 
actually  before  the  Committee,  and 
that  the  Committee  declined  to  take 
evidence  upon  it.  We  knew  it  was  a 
matter  to  be  afterwards  settled  by  a 
Provisional  Order.  But  the  evidence 
taken  with  regard  to  the  general  ques- 
tion was  such  as  to  give  us 
a  very  fair  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing what  were  the  proper  areas 
to  be  appointed  under  any  future  Bill, 
and  the  Committee  were  practically 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the  area 
should  be  as  laixe  as  possible.  For 
my  part,  I  think  that  if  this  BiU  fails 
in  any  respect  it  is  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  had  the 
courage  which  they  should  have  shown, 
and  have  not  made  the  wHole  salt  dis- 
trict of  Cheshire  into  one  area  for  taxa- 
tion. One  thing  which  wa»  clearly 
shown  before  the  Committee  was  that 
in  this  case  of  brine-pumping  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  say  where  the 
misfuiief  is  being  done  by  those  who 
are  pumping  the  brine.  I  think  that 
the  figures  the  hon.  Member  has  put 
before  the  House  show  that  that  is  the 
case.  He  told  us  that  at  Winsford 
700,000  tons  of  brine  are  pumped,  and 
that  yet  there  is  Uttle  or  no  disturbance, 
whereas  at  Northwich  only  300,000 
tons  of  brine  are  pumped  and  there  is 
enormous  disturbance.  It  is  a  matter 
of  absolute  fact  that  the  disturbance 
occurs  in  consequence  of  the  quantity 
of  salt  taken  away  ;  and  if  Winsford  is 
really  taking  two  and  a  half  times  as 
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nm^  salt  from  its  own  area  as  North- 
wioh  does,  it  is  dear  that  the  subsi- 
dences at  \7iqsford  would  be  much 
larger  than  they  are  at  Northwich. 
But  as  a  matter  of  fact  these  700,000 
tons  of  brine  are  being  taken  away  horn 
somewhere  else,  and  are  causing  a  sub- 
sidence there ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
no  man  can  say  that  no  part  of  the 
brine  is  taken  bom  under  the  town  of 
Northwieh,  and  is  not  causing  subsi- 
dence there.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  only  sale  ground  is  to  make  the 
area  of  taxation  as  targe  as  possible. 
You  will  thus  spread  an  equal  burden 
over  all  those  engaged  in  the  trade, 
whereas  }n  having  only  small  areas 
you  may  be  making  them  pay  for  the 
damage  which  they  have  not  themselves 
caused.  My  only  r^ret  is  that  this 
Bill  does  not  propose  a  mooh  kurger 
area. 

(3.35.)  Mb.  WILLIAM  H,  CROSS 
(Liverpool,  West  Draby) :  I  am  sorry 
that  no  Bepresentative  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  present  to-day. 
This  is  a  question  of  soieatific  and 
technical  evidence  which  I  do  not 
think  this  House  can  be  expected  to 
hear  and  to  judge  ;  but  what  the 
House  can  judge  is  that  there  has 
been  a  direct  breach  of  understanding, 
and  a  breach  of  understanding  that 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Beport  of 
the  oflBcer  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  It  seems  to  me  that  nothing 
could  be  clearer  than  what  was  said  by 
my  hoD.  Friend  in  opening  this  dis- 
cussion, that  there  was  a  perfect  under- 
standing between  the  Local  Board  of 
Winsfora  on  the  one  side  and  the  pro- 
moters o|  the  Bill  of  last  year  on  the 
other  when  they  accepted  the  declara- 
tion that  they  were  unanimous  in  agree- 
ing that  the  districts  of  Winsford  and 
Northwicb  should  be  kept  separate. 
That  declaration  was  signed  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  yet 
these  very  promoters,  once  the  Bill  had 
passed,  applied  to  tiie  Local  Govern- 
ment Boi^  for  a  district  and  asked 
that  that  district  might  include  both. 
There  could  not  be  a  more  direct  breach 
of  an  understanding  than  is  disclosed 
by  the  correspondence  and  by  what  has 
passed  since.  I  think  it  is  a  great  hard- 
ship on  a  small  and  rather  straggling 
town  like  Winsford  that  it  ourala 


have  the  great  expense  of  fighting  the 
Bill  of  last  year  in  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  and  of  being  represented  again 
on  the  inquiry  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Inspector ;  and  now,  if  this  Bill 
goes  to  a  Select  Committee  upstairs, 
they  will  have  to  fight  the  whole  thing 
over  again  at  a  very  heavy  cost  to  the 
rates.  The  real  secret  of  this  Bill  is 
kindly  explained  tons  in  the  MemorMi- 
dam  circulated  this  morning  in  favour 
of  the  Second  Beading,  (md  the  reason 
that  is  given  is  this — 

"To  make  tmRll  dUtricta,"  lay  the  pro- 
moters, "would  create  inequaUty,  as  the 
maximum  levy  authorised  would  be  inadft- 
quate  in  some  saffering  diatrieta,iuid  more  tiian 
necesiary  to  otherB." 

The  people  of  Northwicb  say  they  are  a 
Buftering  district  where  the  maximum 
levy  will  not  compensate,  and  therefore 
they  take  the  very  natural  way  of 
putting  in  other  people's  districts  in 
addition  to  their  own,  so  that  there 
may  be  plenty  of  area  from  which  to 
compensate  themselves.  The  reason 
why  the  damage  at  Northwioh  is  very 
much  heavier  than  elsewhere  is  that  the 
town  is  honeycombed  by  old  mines 
which  are  not  worked  now  and  which 
are  perpetually  falling  in  ;  and  that  is 
accelerated  by  pumping  of  the  brine. 
My  hon.  fViend  who  presided  over  the 
Committee  last  year  stated  what  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  also  stated  that  they  t^.ok 
no  evidence  and  did  not  hear  counsel  on 
the  subject.  But  he  oould  not  have  been 
aware  of  the  fact  iiiat  there  is  the 
greatest  distinction  between  the  soil 
from  which  the  brine  is  pumped  at 
Northwicb  and  the  soil  from  which  it 
is  pumped  at  Winsford,  I  hope  the 
people  of  Winsford  may  be  spared 
another  fight  in  this  matter.  At  all 
events,  I  hope  the  House  will  see  that 
they  have  been  grossly  deceived  in  rely- 
ing on  the  representations  made  to 
them  last  year,  and  that   an  in- 

SBtioe  has  he&a  done  which,  the 
ouse  has  it  in  its  power  to  rectify. 
j:3.39,)  Mb.  TOLLEMACHE  (Che- 
shire, Eddisbnry)  :  I  am  very  ^lad  my 
friends  have  raised  this  question,  but 
having  raised  it,  and  made  their  pro- 
test, I  rather  doubt  whether  the  floor 
of  the  House  is  the  proper  place  to  dis- 
onsB  the  scientifig  eridenoe  that  is 
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necessary  to  be  brought  forward,  or  to 
enter  into  the  unfortunate  disputes 
which  have  taken  place  between  the 
towns  of  Northwich  and  Winsford.  I 
should  like,  however,  to  say  I  tho- 
roughly endorse  everything  that  has 
been  said  by  them  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  qaestion.  I  feel  very  strongly  that 
the  town  of  Winsford  has  been  ex- 
tremely badly  treated.  The  Bill  of  last 
year  was  passed  by  the  Committee 
upstairs  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  there  should  be  a  separate  com- 
pensation district  for  each  town ;  and 
although  my  hon.  Friend  who  wa9^ 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  did  not 
take  any  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the 
loss  caused  to  each  town,  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  in  the  conclusion  which 
he  has  arrived  at  without  taking  that 
evidence.  Anyone  who  knows  the  dis- 
trict, although  he  might  not  be  able  to 
say  the  particular  damage  that  is 
caused  by  each  particular  set  of  pumps, 
would  be  perfectly  able  to  say  that  in 
certain  localities  where  pumping  goes 
on  no  damage  whatever  is  caused 
except  in  the  area  immediately  around. 
I  have  just  presented  a  Petition  from 
eight  hundred  ratepayers  and  property 
owners  of  Winsford  protesting,  not 
against  the  Bill  in  itself,  but  against 
the  very  nnfair  provision  which  puts 
the  town  of  Winsford  and  the  town  of 
Northwich  together  in  one  compensa- 
tion area.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
would  perhaps  be  wise  not  to  press  this 
matter  to  a  Division,  but  to  take  every 
step  to  bring  the  proper  evidence  before 
the  Committee  upstairs,  with  the  view 
of  getting  this  most  unjust  provision 
expunged  from  the  Bill. 
*{3.43.)The  under  SECBBTABY 
OF  STATE  FOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stdabt  Wobtley,  Shef- 
field, Hallam) :  I  share  in  the  regret 
that  neither  of  the  Parliamentary 
Representatives  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  present ;  but  I  am  em- 
po^red  on  behalf  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  to  say  this  much 
to  the  House,  that  in  his  view — a  view 
which  he  takes  very  strongly — this  is 
pre-eminently  one  of  the  cases  which 
the  House,  in  passing  the  Compensa- 
tion Bill  of  last  year,  considered  should 
be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  way 
by  the   ordinary  procedure  created 

Mr.  Tollmache 


by  that  Bill.     This    is    a  matter 
of     geological     and     scientific  in- 
quiry which  could  not  possibly  be 
settled  here.    It  has  been  inquired 
into  locally  by  an  officer  skilled  in 
the  matters  discussed  before  him,  and 
with  the  aid  of  expert  evidence,  I 
submit,  it  was  the  intention  ot  Parlia- 
ment last  year  that  such  matters  as  this 
urged  by  ray  hon.  Friends  behind  me — 
as  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  to 
sympathy — should  be  settled.  Such 
matters  are  rather  pertinent  to  what 
the  Committee  should  do  upstairs  than 
to  what  the  House  should  do.   I  trust, 
therefore,  the  House  will  not  depart 
from  the  ordinary  precedure  in  regard 
to  this  Bill. 
'•■(3.44.}  Mb.  BEUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  I  was  very  glad  to  hear, 
last  among  the  speeches  made  on  the 
opposite  side,   the  kindly  tones  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eddisbury 
Division.     He  has  a  right  to  speak  on 
this  subject,  for  he  has  given  the 
suffering    property  owners  of  that 
district  his  sympathy  in  the  matter 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  long  dis- 
cussion.   I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  accusation  made 
against  my  neighbours  in  Northwich, 
of  bad  faith  in  this  matter.    I  know 
all  the  gentlemen  who  were  at  the 
meeting,   the  proceedings  of  which 
occupy  so  large    a   space    in  the 
pam  phlet    w  hich    has    been    d  i  st  ri  - 
buted    during    the    last    few  days. 
They  are  all  men  who  would  refuse  to 
stoop  to  do  a  mean  thing.  They 
carried  that  resolution,  expressing  their 
opinions  at  that  time,  in  perfect  good 
faith,  and  it  has  not  been  because  they 
wish  to  do  an  injury  to  Winsford  that 
they  have  since  ohfmged  their  tactics, 
but  simply  because  that  having  heaxd 
the  eTidence  before  the  Committee  of 
last  year,  and  the  statements  made  by 
its  Chairman,  they  deemed  it  unwise, 
impolitic,  and  dangerous  to  the  last 
degree,  to  ask  For  separate  districts. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Medway 
Division  (Mr.  J.  S.  Gathome- Hardy), 
who  presided  over   the  Committee 
with   BO  much  care  and  ability  last 
year,  has,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  for- 
gotten some  of  the  evidence  that  was 
given  before  him.   Mr.  Thomas  Ward, 
who  is  Director  of  the  Salt  Union,  and 
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who  knows  perhaps  more  aboat  this 
matter  than  any  man  in  this  coontry, 
stated  that  in  ms  opinion  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  where  the  mischief  began 
or  where  it  ended,  and  it  was  there- 
upon that  the  hon.  Member  said  that 
the  Committee  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  was  impossible  to  divide 
the  district.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Crioklade  Division  (Mr.  Story- 
Maskelyne),  who  sat  upon  the  Com- 
mittee in  1881  as  well  as  in  1891, 
declared  in  Conmiittee  last  year  that 
■the  principle  of  separate  distoiots  was 
fatal  to  the  Bill  o!  1881.  I  am  verv 
glad  to  think  that  the  Amendment  will 
not  be  pressed.  If  it  were  accepted, 
it  would  be  a  strong  oondemnation  of 
the  Committee  of  last  year,  and  would 
involve  an  almost  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  an  honest  attempt  by  the 
people  of  the  district  to  make  those  pay 
who  cause  the  suffering. 

Mb.  LAWBBNCE:  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  I  mil  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Mb.  SPEAEEB  :  Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  that  the  Amendment  be 
withdrawn  ? 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

QUESTIONS. 


THE  FOSTAOS  OF  VOTINO  CARDS. 

Mb.  TOTTNG  (Christohurch) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  will  consider  the  possibility  of  allow- 
ing voting  cards,  with  the  name  and 
address  only  in  writing,  to  be  sent  for  a 
halfpenny  in  the  same  way  as  printed 
matter  is  now  allowed  to  be  sent,  in 
open  envelopes? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Sir  J.  Fbboobson,  Manchester,  N.E.) : 
X  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  is  not 
aware  that  by  a  recent  change  in  the 
r^ulations  polling  cards,  in  which  the 
uame  and  address  of  the  voter  and  his 
number  on  the  Register  are  inserted  in 
writing,  are  allowed  to  pass  by  book 
post,  and  may  therefore,  like  other  book 
post  matter,  be  sent  for  a  halfpenny  in 
open  envelopes.    I  think  that  this 


meets  the  case  he  puts.  After  the 
1st  proximo  any  pnnted  document, 
having  the  name  and  address  of  the 
sender  or  the  name  of  the  person 
addressed  inserted  in.  writing,  wul  pass 
at  the  book  rate. 

A  BRITX8H  SEAMAN  SHOT  AT  MALTA. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  F.  Barry, 
leading  stoker  of  H.M.S.  "  Hibemia," 
was  shot  dead  by  a  Maltese  at  Malta 
on  the  4th  February  last;  whether 
anvone  was  arrested  for  the  crime ; 
and,  if  so,  with  what  result,  and  what 
steps  the  authorities  propose  to  take  to 
bring  the  criminal  to  justice ;  and 
whether  any  provision  will  be  made  for 
the  widow  ana  orphans  of  the  deceased? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY  (Mr.  Fobwood,  Lancashire, 
Ormskirk)  (who  replieid) :  The  Admi- 
ralty have  received  a  Report  to  the 
effect  that  Philip  Barry,  who  was  em- 
ployed as  leading  stoker  in  the  Steam 
Reserve  at  Malta,  was  found  dead  from 
a  gunshot  wound  in  a  field  adjoining 
his  residence  on  the  4th  March  last. 
The  oii^umstances  are  being  investi- 
gated by  the  Civil  Police,  but  the 
result  of  their  inquiry  has  not  yet  been 
communicated.  Until  a  further  Report 
has  been  received  the  Admiralty  are 
not  in  a  position  to  settle  the  question 
of  granting  relief  to  the  widow.  The 
Report  is  D«ii^  inressed  for. 

Mb.  HEAIiY:  May  I  ask  for  an 
imswer  to  the  seeond  part  of  the 
question  ? 

Mb.  FORWOOD  :  We  have  had  no 
information  as  to  that  matter. 

SUB-LETTING  OP  GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  THOMAS  H.  BOLTON  (St. 
Panoras,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  plastering 
included  in  the  contract  for  building 
the  police  station  at  Walthamstow  has 
been  sublet,  in  disregard  of  the  under- 
standing that  Government  work  shall 
be  earned  out  'by  the  contractor  to 
whom  it  is  entrusted  and  not  by 
sub-contractors;  and  whether  he  wiU 
take  steps  to  have  the  undertaking 
carried  out  in  thts  particular  case  ? 
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The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Receiver  that  the  con- 
traotor  for  this  building  will  do  the 
plastering  with  his  own  men,  and  will 
not  am>Iy  for  leave  to  sublet  that  por- 
tion dTthe  work. 

FALSE   TRADE  MARKS. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  the' 
Regulations  for  the  prosecution  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  offenders  against  the 
Merchandise  Marks  (1887)  Amendment 
Act  have  yet  been  made  public ;  how 
many  complaints  of  false  marking  have 
been  received  by  the  Department ;  and 
how  many  have  formed  the  subject  of 
legal  proceedings  ? 

*Thb  president  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hioks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  Regulations  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Lord  Chancellor  under 
Section  2  of  the  Merchandise  Sharks 
Act,  1891,  were  laid  upon  the  Ta-^^e  of 
the  House  on  the  27th  instant.  Several 
instances  of  false  marking  have  been 
brouig^t  under  the  notice  of  the  Board 
of  Ihtule.  The  Department  has  under- 
taken proBecutions  in  two  cases,  in 
each  of  which  a  conviotion  was  ob- 
tained. 

CHARITY  LAND  ALLOTMENTS. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley):  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.' 
Member  for  Exeter,  as  a  Charity  Com-' 
missioner,  whether  the  Commissioners^ 
have  received  a  Memorial  from  allot-; 
ment  tenants  at  Chaddesley  Corbet  in| 
r^ard  to  the  rent  paid  for  charity  land' 
nnder  the  Act  of  1882 ;  whethei*  he  is 
awue  that  the  rent  per  acre  of  the 
allotments  has  been  for  some  time 
higher  than  that  paid  for  the  rest  of  the 
charity  land  let  to  a  farmer ;  and 
whether  the  Charity  Commissioners 
will  communicate  with  the  trustees 
with  a  view  of  securing  such  a  revision 
of  the  allotment  rents  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  may  require  ? 

Sm  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE 
(Exeter)  :  A  Memorial  in  regard  to  the 
rent  paid  for  allotments  by  the  tenants 
of  tlie  ^^laiity  land  belon^n^  to  Chnd- 


desley  Corbef  was  received  by  the 

Commissioners  on  November  5th  last. 
The  rent  per  cultivable  acre  of  the 
allotments  when  set  out  in  or  About  the 
year  1884  was  fixed  at  £3  5s.,  the 
agricultural  value  of  the  land  being 
taken  at  £2  per  acre,  which  the  then 
fanning  tenants  of  the  charity  were 
paying;  the  additional  charge  being 
made  in  respect  of  the  expenses  of  set- 
ting out,  cost  of  collection  and  out- 
goings. The  Commissioners  are  in- 
formed by  the  Governors  that  this  rent 
has  now  been  reduced  to  £2  13s.  8d. 
per  cultivable  acre.  The  Commissioners 
are  still  in  communication  with  the 
Governors  on  the  subject  of  the  allot- 
ment rents,  and  have  been  recently 
informed  by  them  that  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  adopt  a  system  of  manage- 
ment, which  will  give  further  satisfac- 
tion to  the  allotment  holders. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN 
(Mooaghan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
iirected  to  the  following  extracts  from 
the  Beview  of  Catholic  Missions,  pub- 
lished in  Paris,  which  were  quoted  in 
the  Daily  News  of  the  30th  instant : — 

"  The  Catholic  Kingdom  of  Ugftodahas  been 
destroyed.  The  King,  the  Bishop,  and  seven- 
teeo  missionaries  have  been  driven  oat  by  the 
Protestants,  supported  by  the  agents  of  the 
BriUsh  Company.  Fighting  broke  out  on  the 
2lBt  January,  when  the  Proteetaot  natives, 
armed  with  rifles  distributed  by  Captain 
Lugard,  and  backed  up  by  the  BngUah  fort, 
drove  oat  the  Catholics  after  a  sharp  engage- 
ment. Captain  Williams  left  the  fort  to 
recover  the  bodies.  Proteetants  afterwards 
attacked  the  Gatholie  mission,  bomlwHrded  it, 
and  set  it  on  fire.  The  doctor  and  a 
Catholic  chief  were  killed.  The  missionariea 
and  the  remnant  of  the  Catholics  were  forced 
to  retire  to  the  English  fort,  wVeh  had  at 
ftrst  refused  to  send  soldiers  to  protect  tbem. 
The  report  condndes  Iqr  stating  tiuA  the 
British  ofBcerg  were  intdted  to  aeUon  by  the 
Wagandaa,  and  by  tbg  Proteslant  mis- 
sionaries ;  " 

and  whether  these  allegations  against 
the  agents  of  the  British  Company, 
Captain  Williams,  Captain  Lugard, 
and  the  officers  of  the  English  fort, 
are  true ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter? 
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Mb.  timothy  HBALY  (Longford. 
N.) :  I  also  wish  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  the  following  statement  in  the  Press 
is  correct ;  

"M.  Ribot,  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
bAB  instnieted  M.  Waddiogton,  Frenoh  Am- 
busador  to  Great  Britain,  to  bring  under 
Lord  daliibwy*s  notice  the  bad  treatment 
which  the  White  Fathers  in  Uganda  are 
undei^oiog  at  the  bands  of  Captain  Lt^fard, 
representing  the  BritishEaat  Anrioa  Company 
in  that  region.  It  is  allied  that  Captun 
Lugard  detains  several  of  the  Fatbera  as 
priaoBon,  and  baa  distributed  arms  among 
the  natiTes,  who  use  them  agunst  the  mis- 
sionariea ; " 

and  what  steps  will  the  Government 
take  to  secure  the  immediate  release  of 
the  Catholic  missionaries,  and  punish 
their  assailants  ? 

Thb  under  9ECRETAEY  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  I  cannot  add  anything 
to  an  answer  which  I  gave  last 
week  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Dublin  County  (Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde),  No  reliable  in- 
formation has  been  received  from 
Captain  Logard  since  the  date  of  the 
alleged  massacre.  From  the  known 
chiukcter  and  antecedents  of  that 
officer  and  of  Captain  Williams  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  they  were 
directly  or  indirectly  parties  to  it.  I 
may  add,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Longford,  that  I  under- 
stand that  M.  Waddington  has  been 
instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  Lord 
iSalisbury  to  the  matter.  He  has  done 
so,  and  the  answw  given  to  M.  Wad- 
dington was  of  a  similar  character  to 
that  which  I  have  just  made. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN:  Do  the  OoTem- 
ment  intend  to  make  any  independent 
inquiry  to  test  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  published  ? 

Mb.  HEALY:  I  wish  also  to  ask 
whether,  when  the  representations 
referred  to  were  made,  any  documen- 
tary evidence  was  laid  before  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  behalf  of  the 
French  Administration  tending  to 
prove  their  accuracy  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  No,  Sir,  I  think  no 
documentary  evrdence  was  submitted, 
but  that  M.  Waddington's  statements 
were  founded  upon  letters  received  from 


Monsignor  Hoith,  who  had  communi- 
cated them,  I  believe,  to  the  Foreign 
Office  in  Paris.  The  place  where  the 
disturbances  occurred  is  at  a  dis- 
tance of  more  than  three  months' 
journey  from  the  coast,  which  is 
more  than  one  month's  distfuice  from 
London.  It  would  require  an  expedi- 
tion to  Uganda  to  convey  any  message 
whatever  there,  and  before  any  expedi- 
tion could  reach  Uganda  it  is  more  than 
probable — nay,  it  is  certain — that  a  full 
account  of  nhat  has  occurred  will  be 
received  from  Captain  Ltuard. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN:  May  f  ask  whether 
if  it  was  a  case  in  which  British  subjects 
had  been  the  sufierers  the  Government 
would  have  taken  the  matter  in  the 
same  free  and  easy  way  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I 

Mb.  HEALY  :  As  the  British  East 
Africa  Company  has  its  Charter,  and 
as  it  has  also  offices  in  London,  has  the 
Government  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  address  any  remonstrance  or  any 
demand  for  information  to  that  office  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  Yes,  Shr.  We 
have  been  in  constant  communication 
with  the  British  East  Africa  Company 
in  London,  but  they  have  had  no  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  subsequent,  as  I 
have  already  said,  to  January  8th  last, 
and  those  disturbances,  as  far  as  can 
be  made  out,  occurred  about  the  end  of 
January,  or  about  a  fortnight  after  the 
8th  of  January.  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan,  I  would  say 
that  it  is  impossible  to  surest  any 
person  who  could  make  an  independent 
inquiry  into  what  has  occurred  in  that 
district,  short  of  sending  what  prac- 
tically would  amount  almost  to  a 
military  expedition  to  Uganda. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERB  (Northamp- 
ton) :  Are  we  to  understand  that  Cap- 
tain Lugard  has  been  practically  the 
Governor  of  that  country  einoe  the 
King  was  defeated  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER :  That  is  just  one 
of  the  very  questions  which  I  am  not 
able  to  answer  until  we  have  received 
information. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Where  can  a  copy  of 
the  Charter  of  the  British  East  Africa 
Company  be  seen  and  examined? 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  It  was  published 
in  the  Gazette  at  the  time  it  was  issued. 
I  think  it  will  aj^ear  in  the  Papers  that 
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mil  be  laid  apon  the  Table  almost 
immediately. 

Mb.  BBYGE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Can 
the  hen.  Gentleman  inform  me  when 
we  may  expect  to  have  the  Papers,  and 
whether  he  has  any  data  which  will 
enable  him  to  judge  when  information 
will  he  received  from  Captain  Lugard  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  The  Papers  are 
ready,  and  I  expect  to  be  able  to  lay 
them  on  the  Table  to-night  or  on 
Thm^day.  I  am  afraid  we  have  no 
data  at  ul  on  which  we  could  say  |»re- 
cisely  when  an  account  will  be  received 
ixom  Captain  Lugard. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  Are  not  the  Government  al- 
ready in  possession  of  certain  material 
facts,  as,  for  instance,  whether  there 
has  not  been  a  distribution  of  rifles  to 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district, 
under  the  authority  of  Captain  Lu- 
gard ;  secondly,  whether  those  who  are 
so  provided  with  firearms  were  not  vic- 
torious in  certain  engagements;  and 
whether  King  Mwanga  has  not  been 
actually  deposed  in  favour  of  a  nominee 
of  Captain  Lugard  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  No,  Sir,  upon 
the  three  points  specified  we  have  no 
certain  and  definite  information.  We 
have  only  had  rumours  which  have 
come  to  us,  not  through  the  British 
East  Africa  sphere  at  all,  but  across  the 
Lake  and  through  the  German  sphere. 

Mr.  O'CONNOR:  From  whom? 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  From  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Munksworthy, 
who  lives  on  the  Lake,  and  partly  from 
the  White  Fathers ;  but  we  have  not 
seen  any  documents. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Will  the  Papers  to  be 
laid  on  the  Table  contain  the  letters 
from  Mr.  Munksworthy  and  the  White 
Fathers  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER :  I  do  not  thhik 
they  will  from  the  latter,  but  I  beUeve 
they  will  from  the  former. 

COHPLAINTB  AGAINST   THB  ZBIBH 
FOUCB. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  for 
what  purpose  and  at  whose  sugges- 
tion a  force  of  twenty  police  under 
Sergeant  M'Dermott  cd  Walfhill  and 
Snb-inspeotor  Hiokey  from  Ballylinan 

Mr*  Lowther 


was  assembled  and  plaoed  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  a  meeting  of 
farmers  at  the  Swan,  near  Walfhill,  on 
Sunday,  the  22nd  instant,  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of*  a  creamery 
on  the  co-operative  dairying  system  ; 
whether  Government  note-takers  were 
also  present,  and  whether  he  has 
ascertained  anything  which  could 
jiMtify  this  police  demonstration ;  and 
from  what  fund  the  expoiBe  of  the 
presence  of  the  police  for  the  day  will 
be  defraiyed? 

The  chief  SECRETABT  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds.  N.) : 
The  facts  are  substantially  as  they  are 
given  in  the  question.  The  police  had 
reason  to  beheve  that  a  meeting  would 
be  held  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating 
a  man  who  had  taken  an  evicted  farm  ; 
but  that  belief,  happily,  proved  to  be 
unfounded. 

Mb.  O'CONNOR :  I  should  Hke  to 
ask  upon  what  information  the  police 
in  Ireland  act  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  notice  of  the 
meeting  [producing  a  large  poster  for 
the  inspection  of  the  House].  It  was 
called  for  the  sole  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  creamery,  and  the  police  could 
not  have  had  the  slightest  evidence  to 
justify  them  in  taking  the  course  they 
did. 

Mb.  JACESON  :  The  police  do  not, 
of  course,  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
establishment  of  a  creamery,  and  as  I 
have  already  stated,  their  anticipations 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  meeting  proved 
to  be  unfounded. 

PETBOLEUH  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  certain  Syndicate  gave,  many 
months  ago,  orders  for  seversJ  tank- 
steamers  under  the  lines  of  constmo- 
tion  laid  down  in  the  "  Provisional 
Begulations,"  issued  by  the  Directors 
of  ue  Suez  Canal  Company,  and  pro- 
posing to  permit  the  transit  of  petro- 
leum in  bulk  through  the  Canal  in 
tank<steamers  built  according  to  condi- 
tions therein  contained ;  vmether  he 
is  aware  that  such  a  steamer  has  been 
alreadv  launched,  for  which  the  order 
must  nave  been  given  before  the  issuing 
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of  such  regulations  ;  and  whether  the 
foots  with  reference  to  the  conBtruction 
of  the  tank-steamers  for  suoh  Syndicate 
show  that  there  has  been  a  oontraven- 
tion  of  Article  16  of  the  ori^alChui^r 
granted  to  the  Company  m  1856,  by 
which  it  is  laid  down  that  the 

"  Universal  Company,  to  which  the  conces- 
sion ia  granted,  shall  never  in  any  cue  have 
power  to  gnot  to  any  vesMl,  company,  or 
private  peraon  any  adTantaget  or  faTonrs  not 
graatod  to  all  the  other  veMelSj  oonmanies,  or 
prirate  peraons  ondar  similar  ecmdinbm  "  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  I  am  not 
aware  of  either  of  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  first  and  second  paragraphs  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question.  Upon  the 
assumption,  however,  that  both  are 
correct,  the  matter  is  not  one  upon 
which  Her  Majesty's  Goveniment  can 
be  called  upon  to  pronounce  an 
opinion. 

Mb.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden) :  Should  not  this  question 
have  been  put  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


Me.  LLOYD-GBORGE  (Carnarvon, 
&c.)  (for  Mr.  Peitchabd  Morgan,  Mer- 
thyr  Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  he  will  inform  the  House  whether, 
since  the  commencement  of  traffic  on 
the  Snez  Canal,  vessels  passing  thereon 
from  sea  to  sea  have  been  subjected  to 
compulsory  convoyage,  and  to  discrimi- 
nation in  reg&rd  to  anchorage,  con- 
struction and  cargoes;  under  what 
Article  and  in  what  words  in  the  Suez 
Canal  Charter  or  Concession  the  power 
and  right  was  given  to  the  Suez  Canal 
Company,  at  its  discretion,  to  make  con- 
voyage  compulsory  and  to  impose  excep- 
tional tolls  and  charges  for  hire  in  regard 
thereto ;  to  create  novel  and  exceptional 
systems  of  anchorage  in  the  isolation 
of  steamers  by  means  of  floatingbooms  ; 
to  lay-down  principles  for  the  construc- 
tion of  steamers  according  to  the  views 
of  the  Suez  Canal  Directorate,  and  to 
debar  steamers  not  so  constructed  from 
passage  on  the  Suez  Canal  from  sea  to 
sea;  and  to  exclude  from  the  Canal 
one  class  of  cargoes  and  to  impose  ex- 
ceptional conditions  on  other  classes 
of  cargo;  whether  these  prpposed  Pro- 


visional Regulations  are  in  excess  of  the 
powers  in  the  Charter  or  Concession  of 
the  Suez  Canal  Company,  irrespective 
of  the  equality  of  flags;  and  whether, 
before  being  sanctioned,  with  all  the 
safeguards  necessary  for  the  security, 
safety,  and  &eedom  from  interruption 
of  the  Canal,  they  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Subhme  Porte,  Egypt,  and  the 
Great  Powers  for  ratijfioation  ? 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHBR :  My  reply 
to  the  first  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
is:  No, so  far  asHer  Majesty'sGovem- 
ment  is  aware.  To  the  second  question 
my  reply  is  that,  under  Article  14  of 
the  Concession  to  the  Company  of  the 
5th  January,  1856,  the  Company  is 
empowered  to  establish  regulations  for 
the  passage  of  the  Canal  and  its  ad- 
juncts, and  that  the  new  r^ulations  do 
not  raise  any  of  the  tolls  hitherto  paid. 
To  the  third  question  my  reply  is  that 
the  Provisional  Regulations  are  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, in  excess  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  Concession ;  and  to  the 
fourth  question  my  reply  is  that  there 
is  no  provision  in  the  Concession  of  the 
Company  or  elsewhere  for  a  submisEdon 
to  the  Great  Powers  for  ratification. 
So  long  as  the  Company  does  not  refuse 
admission  to  any  class  of  commercial 
vessels  which  comply  with  the  regula- 
tions and  treats  the  flags  of  all  nations 
on  a  footingof  equality,  the  intervention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
not  be  justified. 

Mb.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (for  Mr. 
Peitchabd  Moegan)  :  I  beg  further  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  proposed  Provisional 
Regulations  for  the  navigation  of 
steamers  carrying  petroleum  in  bulk 
on  the  Suez  Canal  rests  with  the 
British  Government,  through  its  Inter- 
Departmental  Committee,  or  with  the 
Suez  Canal  Directors  ? 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  The  re- 
sponsibility for  the  regulations  referred 
to  rests  with  the  Directors  of  the  Suez 
Canal,  who  made  them. 

MYSORE   CRIMINAL  WARRANTS. 
LoBD     DUNSANY  (Gloucester, 
Thombury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  attention  of  the  India  Office  has 
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been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  British  and 
native  interests  in  Mysore  are  bam- 

Eired  and  injured  by  the  Extradition 
aws,  which  prevent  Mysore  warrants 
from  running  in  Brijish  territory, 
though  warrants  from  British  territory 
run  in  Mysore,  whereby  employers  bf 
labour  In  Mysore  ard  liable  to  be  de- 
frauded and  mjured  in  their  business 
by  labourers  and  conttnotors  for  the 
supply  of  labour,  who  have  received 
advances  on  account,  absconding  into 
British  territory ;  and  whether  any 
steps  are  in  contemplation  to  remedy 
the  grievance  complained  of  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  whole 
question  of  the  exeention  in  British 
territory  of  Mysore  criminal  warrants 
and  oilol  decrees  was  carefully  settled 
in  1878.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
received  no  recent  communications  on 
the  subject ;  but  the  question  of  the 
noble  Lord  will  be  sent  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  the  ordinary  course, 
and  wiU  call  their  attention  to  the 
matter  if  it  is  not  already  being  con- 
sidered. The  Indian  Extradition  Act 
of  1879  does  not  prevent  Mysore 
warrants  from  running  in  British  terri- 
tory, but  requires  the  interposition  of 
the  Resident  before  they  can  be  issued. 

THB  COLOUR  VISION  REPORT. 

Sib  GEORGE  BADEN-POWELL 
(Liverpool,  Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Fresioent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whe- 
ther the  Report  of  the  Royal  Society 
Committee  on  Colour  Vision  is  yet 
completed ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will 
be  presented  to  Parliament ;  and  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
come  to  any  decision  as  to  any  steps  to 
be  taken  in  accordance  with  that 
Report? 

«BiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
Yes,  Sir.  The  Report  was  laid  before 
both  Houses  on  the  19th  instant,  and 
its  contents  are  engaging  my  careful 
consideration. 

Sib  GEORGE  BADBN-POWELL : 
Will  the  evidence  which  was  taken 
before  the  Committee  be  also  printed  ? 

«SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  answer  that 
question. 

X^rd  Duttsan^ 


Sm  GEORGE  BADEN-POWELL : 
I  will  put  the  question  again  on  Friday. 

CHILDREN  AND  PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  his  recent  state- 
ment that  the  holding  out  of  indnce- 
mente  by  placards  to  children  to  visit 
public  nouses  is  not  ill^al,  he  will 
afford  facilities  for  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  for  making 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  holders  cn 
licences  illegal  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  As  I  informed 
the  hon.  Member  on  the  12th  of  this 
month,  when  any  case  of  the  kind  to 
which  he  refers  is  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  repre- 
sentations will  be  made  to  the  Licensing 
Authority  upon  the  proper  occasi(»i. 
The  question  of  facilities  for  the  Bill 
dealing  with  this  subject  is  for  the 
Leader  of  the  House. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  Then  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  he  will  be  able 
to  afiord  facilities  for  the  passage  of 
the  Bill,  which  has  only  one  clause? 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURYjMr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.)  ;  The  hon.  Gentleman  mnst  see 
that  it  is  impoa^ble  for  me  to  mve 
special  facilities  to  one  private  Memner 
without  afiTording  an  equal  measure  of 
favour  to  the  numerous  other  Private 
Bills  which  are  before  the  House. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  wiU  put 
down  the  Second  Reading  for  to- 
morrow; and  perhaps,  if  the  House 
declines  to  adjourn  for  the  Derby 
Day,  the  rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  will 
enable  me  to  move  it. 

POSTAL  FACILiriBS  FOR  BBKB 
ISLAND. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  will  grant  increased  postal  facilities 
to  Bere  Island  by  naving  letters 
delivered  daily  there  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  There 
is  a  post  office  at  Bere  Island  where 
the  mails  are  received  daily,  Sundays 
excepted.  Inquiry  will  lie  made  as 
regards  the  ddivery  of  the  letters  by 
pc»tmen. 
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Housma  OF  the  working 

CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 

Mb.  TUITE  (Westraeath.  N-.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  liieutieDant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  whether  Boards  of  Town  Com- 
missioners, under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment (Ireland)  Acts,  have  power  to 
adopt  the  Hoasing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  in  towns  where  the 
Labotiring  Classes  and  Lodging  Honses 
Acts,  1851  to  1881,  have  been  adopted? 
I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whe- 
ther Boards  of  Commissioners  existing 
for  the  paving,  lighting,  and  cleansing 
of  towns  in  Ireland  have  power  under 
Section  99  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act.  1890,  to  erect 
dwellings  for  the  working  classes  in 
those  towns  where  the  Commissioners 
are  not  the  Sanitary  Authority  under 
the  Public  Health  (Irel&nd)  Act? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
The  hon.  Member  will  find  his  inquiries 
in  both  questions  answered  in  Sub- 
section 1  of  Section  102  and  Sub- 
section 1  of  Section  99  respectively  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  which  in  substance  give  an 
affirmative  reply  to  the  questions. 

Mb.  TUITB  :  In  that  case  I  wish  to 
ask  how  it  is  the  Irish  Boards  of  Com- 
missioners have  been  prevented  from 
taking  advantage  of  the  Act  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  know- 
ledge that  that  is  so. 

Mb.  TUITE  :  Yesterday  I  asked  the 

auestion,  and  I  was  informed  that  as 
ley  are.  not  a  Sanitary  Authority  they 
oould  not  take  advuitage  of  it.  But 
the  Act  distinotly  gives  them  power  to 
do  so. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  did  not  give  that 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be  good 
enough  to  communicate  to  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury  the 
substance  of  bis  answer  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  think  that 
is  any  part  of  my  business. 

Mb.  O'CONNOR:  The  information 
does  not  seem  to  be  possessed  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasui^,  nor  by  the 
Boards  of  Commissioners  in  Ireland. 


T^B  CONVianON  OF  08B0RN. 
Mb.  CONTBEARE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 

Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  George 
Osbom,  aged  seventeen,  who  was 
charged  on  30th  June,  1886,  with 
threatening  to  accuse  another  person  of 
an  infamous  crime  with  a  view  to  extort 
money,  verdict  gtulty,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  penal  servitude  for  life ;  and 
whether,  considering  th&  youth  of  the 
prisoner,  and  also  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  much  lighter  sentences  have 
recently  been  imposed  for  the  same 
oflfence,  he  will  advise  Her  Majesty  to 
use  Her  Boyal  prerogative  of  mercy  and 
remit  the  remainder  of  Osbozto's 
sentence  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir,  my  . 
attention  has  on  several  occasions 
been  called  to  this  conviction.  I  regret, 
however,  to  say  that  there  are  circum- 
stances in  the  case  and  in  the  career  of 
the  prisoner  which  prevent  me  from 
recommending  that  the  remainder  of 
the  sentence  ^ould  now  be  remitted. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  a  similar 
case  a  man  forty-four  years  of  age  was 
sentenced  to  five  years'  penal  servitude 
only  ?  I  should  like  to  ask  if  he  has 
considered  the  disparity  between  the 
two  sentences? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  ;  I  havenot  com- 
pared this  sentence  with  othersentences, 
but  I  have  compared  it  with  the  facts 
proved. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  in  the  new  Parliament  I 
shall  move  to  bring  in  a  Bill  giving 
power  to  juries  to  modify  these  atrocious 
sentences. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 

ROYALTIES  ON  SLATE  QUARRIES  IN 
CARNARVONSHIRE. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  the  Report  made  by  Mr. 
Forster  Browne  on  the  royalties  imposed 
b^  the  Woods  and  Forasts  Commis- 
sioners on  slate  quarries  on  Crown 
property  in  Carnarvonshire  ? 
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in  Schools, 


A  LORD  OP  THE  TEEASURY  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Wigton)  (who 
replied) :  Negotiations  on  this  snhject 
are  still  pending,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  for  the  public  interest  to 
publish  the  Report  in  question,  which  is 
of  a  confidential  nature. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  shaU  call 
attention  to  the  matter  again. 

GBIETAKCES  OF  THE  SCOTCH 
PRISONS  STAFF. 

Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh.  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of  the 
prisons  staff  in  Scotland  is  receiving 
the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  and  the  Treasury,  with  a  view 
to  an  early  settlement;  and  whether 
the  Report  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Shr  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
TJniversitiw) :  The  Report  referred  to 
in  the  question  is  still  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
who  hopes  shortly  to  be  in  a  position 
to  make  proposals  to  the  Treasury;  and 
as  regards  the  latter  part,  I  must  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer  I  gave 
on  the  16th  instant,  when  I  said  that 
it  is  not  intended  to  lay  the  Report  on  the 
Table,  as  it  is  not  thought  that  such  a 
eourse  would  be  of  public  benefit. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
STATISTICS. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  A^cul- 
tnre  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  discon- 
tent caused  by  the  present  system  of 
collecting  agricultural  statistics  by  the 
Inland  Revenue  officers,  not  only  to 
those  officers,  but  also  to  the  farmers  ; 
and  whether  he  will  cause  an  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  possibility  of 
having  all  such  agricultural  Returns 
collected  through  the  agencpr  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture»  of  which  he  is 
the  President  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
Of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  For  an  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  question  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply 
which  I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  ior 


Roscommon  (Mr.  O'Kelly)  on  the  25th 
February  last.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part,  I  may  say  that  the  staff  of 
the  Board  of  A^ctdture,  could  not 
collect  the  Returns  referred  to  with 
anything  like  the  same  degree  of 
efiiciency  as  is  done  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  officers.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  cannot  undertake  to  cause  the 
inquiry  asked  for  to  be  made. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  As  the  Inland 
Revenue  officers  collect  these  statistics^ 
would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be 
disposed  to  give  them  some  additionid 
remuneration  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  That  is  a  matter 
over  which  I  have  no  control  whatew. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Se(n»tary  to  the  Iiord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  recent 
Resolution  of  this  House,  declaring 

that  public  meetings  should  be  per- 
mitted id  schools  in  receipt  of  State  aid 
will  now  be  communicated  to  the 
Board  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  stated  yesterday 
that  I  had  no  objection  to  communicate 
this  Resolution  to  the  Board  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  I  gather  from  that 
answer  that  it  will  be  done  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Certainly. 


Me.  H.  GARDNER :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  it  is  intended  by  Sub- 
section (c),  Clause  3,  of  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  Bill,  to  forbid  the 
discussion  of  the  Disestablishment  of 
the  Church  at  public  meetings  in 
elementary  schools  authorised  by  the 
BiU? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (who  replied) : 
Unfortunately,  both  the  officials  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  away 
from  the  House  through  ill-he&Ith,  and 
I  am  afmid  that  without  notes  I  am 
unable  to  answer  the  question.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  will  put  the 
question  down  for  Thursday. 

Mb.  GARDNER:  I  see  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  present.  Perhaps  he  will  answer 
tlie  question. 
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The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dvke,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  I  think  this  is  a  question 
that  had  better  be  ^alt  with  when  we 
oome  to  disoass  the  Bill. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  FOREST  RIFLE 
RANGE. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  a  lease  has  as  yet  been 
executed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  of  the  proposed  site 
for  the  rifle  range  in  the  New  Forest ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  undertake 
that  no  such  lease  shall  be  executed  or 
bye-laws  issued  until  Parliament  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
(^pinion  on  the  Report  of  Mr.  Felham 
as  to  the  proposed  ute  for  the  rifle 
nnge? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  lease  has  not 

St  wen  executed,  and  the  Military 
mda  Consolidation  Bill  is  under  the 
oonsideration  of  a  Select  Committee. 
Mr.  Pelham's  Report  will  be  presented 
to  Parliament  before  the  Third  Reading 
of  theBiU. 

THB  PERSIAN  TOBACCO  CONCESSION. 

Me.  LABOUCHEBE  ;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  with  regard  to  the 
Persian  tobacco  concession,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Hon.  R.  Grosvenor, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Tobacco  Corpora- 
tion Company,  is  reported  in  the 
Financial  News,  23rd  December,  1891, 
to  have  said,  in  a  speech  to  the  share- 
holders of  the  Company  made  on  22nd 
December,  1891— 

"  It  is  a  conoenion  granted  for  a  deflntto 
and  favoarable  purpfMe  to  a  British  sabject, 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  British  Minister  at 
Teheran,  traDtlated,  certified,  and  registered 
at  hb  Legation"; 

whether  the  Hon.  B.  Grosvenor  was 
correct  in  making  this  statement ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  at  the  ad- 
journed general  meeting  of  the  Tobacco 
Corporation  Company  held  on  22nd 
A^l,  1892,  the  Hon.  B.  Grosvenor 
said,  aocording  to  the  report  in  the 
Times  of  the  next  day's  date^ — 


"The  British  GoTemment  had  endorsed 
the  action  ot  Her  Majesty's  Tepresentative  at 
Teheran,  and  their  good  ofBees  were  after- 
wards placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Tobacco 
Corporation,  in  order  to  obtain  for  them  from 
the  Persian  Government  the  compensation  to 
which  they  were  entitled  "  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEE :  The  state- 
m«nts  referred  to  appear  to  be  correct. 
In  accordance  with  the  practice  in 
Persia  in  the  caSe  of  contracts  or  con- 
cessions in  which  British  subjects  are 
concerned,  the  concession  was  duly 
registered  at  the  British  Legation. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE :  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  whether  the  words 
he  has  just  used  do  not  contradict  the 
statement  already  made  by  him  in  the 
House, 

Mb.  LOWTHEE :  I  fail  to  see  any 
contradiction.  The  statement  I  made 
was  that  the  concession  had  been 
obtained  without  the  sanction  or  know- 
ledge of  Her  Majesty's  Government; 
and  my  answer  was  that  after  the  con- 
cessiou  had  been  obtained  it  was 
registered  at  the  British  Legation. 

PAPERS   ON   THE   IBISH  TEACHERS' 
PENSION  FUND. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  he  will  produce  the  Papers, 
promised  about  three  months  since, 
relating  to  the  Irish  Teadiers'  Pension 
Fund? 

Sm  HEBBERT  MAXWELL  (who 
repUed) :  I  am  informed  that  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Actuaries 
cannot  be  ready  for  some  time;  Emd 
until  that  Beport  is  received,  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  lay  the  Papers  on  the 
Table. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  we  asked  for 
these  Papers  in  the  last  financial  year, 
and  we  were  then  told  they  could  not 
be  produced  till  the  Slst  March.  May 
I  ask  if  thoy  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
before  the  Session  ends  ? 

Sir  H.  maxwell  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  the  information  required. 

Mb.  sexton  :  May  I  ask  the  Furst 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
be  so  good  as-  to  help  forward  these 
Papers  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  have  some 
recollection  of  this  matter,  and  I  know 
the  interest  the  hon.  Member  takes  in 
it,  bat  I  understand  from  the  of&oiab 
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that  until  the  Actuaries'  Beport  is 
ready,  the  Papers  cannot  be  produced. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  any  definite 
information  on  that  point. 

THE   PETTY   SESSIONS    CLERK  AT 
DURRUa 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  the  position  of  Petty 
Sessions  Clerk  at  Durrus  is  vacant ; 
and  whether  it  is  proposed  to  add 
Dorms  to  the  Bantry  Petty  Sessions 
District ;  and»  if  so,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  foot  that  portion  of  the  Durms 
Petty  Sessions  District  is  twenty-six 
milM  from  Bantry,  he  will  have  the 
Petty  Sessions  Oierk  reside  within  the 
Durms  Petty  Sessions  District,  and 
thereby  convenience  the  people  resident 
there  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (who  re- 
plied) :  No  information  has  reached  the 
D^artment  of  the  Registrar  of  Petty 
Sessions  Clerks  in  Ireland  that  the 
clerkship  at  Durms,  otherwise  Carrick- 
bue,  is  about  to  become  vacant. 

THE  ANOLaMALAGAST  TREATY. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HOLDBN  (WalsaU): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  it  is 
correct,  as  pnbUshed  in  the  Times 
newspaper  of  23rd  May,  1892,  and 
dated  Antananarivo,  Maoagasoiu:,  30th 
April,  1893— 

"  It  is  reported,  amongst  the  hi^iw  Mala- 
f[aiy  offiotaJB,  that  the  Hova  Oovemment 
iDtend  to  abrogate  the  Anglo- M^agaay  Treaty, 
if  Britain  allows  France  to  exercise  jarlBdictioD 
over  British  subjects,  that  the  interest  on 
French  loans  is  anpud"  ; 

and  if  he  will  lay  Papers  on  the  subject 
before  the  House  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB :  No  informa- 
tion has  been  received  at  the  Foreign 
Ofl^  corroborating  either  of  the 
Reports  referred  to,  and  consequently 
there  are  no  Papers  which  can  be  pre- 
sented. 

THE  FRENCH  TARIFF  AND  THE 
LEATHER  TRADE. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HOLDEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Dnder  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  there  is  any 
prospect  of  a  favourable  alteration  in 
the  present  French  Tariff  as  respects 
English  japanned  leather  used  for  coach 

Mr.  A.  /.  Asj/bur 


purposes,  for  which  Walsall  and  Ber- 
mondsey  are  noted,  as  these  goods  are 
now  paying  more  than  double  the  duty 
when  entering  France  than  they  did 
under  the  old  Cobden  Treaty,  and  that 
other  classes  of  leather  goods,  eq>eoially 
the  heavy  and  cheaper  kinds,  have, 
from  increased  duties  now  payable, 
nearly  ceased  to  be  exported  to  franoe, 
and  that  some  English  houses  de^ng 
in  these  goods  are  considering  the 
desirability  of  retiring  from  that 
country  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.LOWTHEE:  The  present 
French  Tariff  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  Febmary  last.  The  duties  on 
japanned  leather  and  on  other  classes 
of  leather  goods  were  presumably  fixed 
more  in  the  interest  of  French  trade 
than  in  that  of  WalsaU  and  Ber- 
mondsey.  As  the  tariff  has  only  been 
four  months  in  ofleration  it  is  impro- 
bable that  the  French  Government 
would  be  prepared,  without  a  longer 
trial,  to  substantially  modify  its  pro- 
visions. 

REMOVAL  OF  ORDNANCE  STORES 
FROM  EDINBURGH  CASTLE. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  OflBce  what  is  the  new 
arrangement  with  regard  to  ordnance 
stores  ia  Scotland  consequent  on  their 
proposed  removal  from  Edinburgh ; 
what  wjU  be  the  amount  and  the 
character  of  the  additional  barrack 
accommodation  thereby  obtained  in 
Edinburgh;  have  the  prmwsed  changes 
met  with  the  apwoval  of  the  Military 
Authorities  in  Edinburgh;  uid  will  the 
correspondence  that  has  passed  between 
them  and  the  War  Office  be  laid  npm 
the  Table  ? 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr,  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  Under  the  new 
arrangements,  which  have  met  withtiie 
entire  approval  <yi  the  Military  Autho- 
rities, guns  and  carriages  will  be  stored 
at  Leith  Fort,  while  all  other  ordnance 
stores  for  the  South  of  Scotland  will 
be  concentrated  at  Stirling,  partly  in 
the  Castle  and  partlv  in  some  new 
store-houses  at  Forthside.  The  re- 
moval of  the  stores  from  Edinburgh 
Castle  will  enable  acoommodation  to  be 
provided  for  a  hospital  and  for  two 
warrant  officers.   It  ia  not  proposed  to 
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{wesent  any  of  the  oorrespondence  on 
the  sabjeot. 

PROPOSED  RANGES  AT  PORT- 
HARNOCE. 

Gbnbbai.  FBASEB  (Lambeth,  N.): 
I  begto  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  if  he  would  say  what 
arraneements  have  been  proposed  by 
the  War  Office  to  enable  the  troops  at 
the  Curragh  to  practise  firing  with  the 
new  magazine  rifle;  and  if  the  pro- 
posed ranges  at  Fortmamock,  in  the 
County  of  Dublin,  are  solely  for  the  use 
of  the  garrison  of  DubUn,  or  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  utilise  them  for  the 
troops  quartered  at  Curragh  Camp  or 
elsewhere  ? 

Mb.  BBODBIGE:  It  is  expected 
that  the  ranges  at  the  Corriwh  will  be 
altered  in  time  for  the  annual  course  of 
musketry  to  be  carried  out.  The  work 
of  adapting  them  for  the  Lee-Metford 
rifle  Is  now  in  progress.  The  proposed 
ranges  at  Portmamock  will  be  for  the 
use  of  the  garrison  at  DubUn.  It  is  not 
at  present  proposed  to  use  them  for  the 
troops  at  the  Curragh. 

Mb.  timothy  HEALT  :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  aU  sections  of  the  local 
inhabitants  are  opposed  to  these  pro- 
posed ranges  at  Portmamock,  and  if 
that  is  the  case  whether  the  War  Office 
will  set  them  up  ? 

Mb.  BBODBICE  :  I  am  not  aware 
that  all  sections  are  opposed  to  it.  I 
will  make  further  inquiries. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  TARIFF  AND 
BRITISH  TRADE. 

CoLONED  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  welcome  report  circulated 
by  the  Press  Association  that  the 
United  States  are  disposed  to  make 
some  tariff  concessions  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  Sheffield  and  Birmingham, 
and  if  negotiations  to  that  end  are 
being  conducted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ? 

Ma.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  No  infor- 
mation of  the  character  referred  to  has 
reached  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and,  therefore,  no  n^tiations  are  being 
OOQdooted  upon  tho99  lipQS, 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  May  I  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  is 
in  a  position  to  make  a  statement 
with  reference  to  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
that  I  shall  have  to  ask  the  House  to 
re-assemble  on  Thursday  in  Whitsun 
week.  I  am  sorry  that  the  holidays 
will  be  so  short,  butthe  state  of  Supply 
requires  it. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Will 
Supply  be  taken  on  Thursday  ? 

Mb.  BALFOCB:  Yes.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  I  shall  also  have  to  ask 

the  House  for  additional  facilities  for 
Government  Business  on  Thursday. 
Apart  from  that,  we  will  take  Snjq^ily 
on  that  day. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HEALY:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  of  the 
strong  feeling  against  pressing  forward 
that  very  oonteutiousBul-— the  Crimixud 
Evidence  Bill  ?  I  would  ask  him  to  be 
good  enough  to  take  into  consideration 
the  unfairness  of  keeping  the  Standing 
Committee  at  work  if  there  is  no  chance 
of  passing  it.  I  do  not  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  an  immediate 
answer,  but  I  hope  he  will  carefully 
consider  the  question. 

MOTION. 


BITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(DERBY  DAT). 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  move  "  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  till  Thursday."  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  not  for  a 
humble  agricultural  Member  like  my- 
self to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
on  this  or  any  other  question,  but  I 
merely  wish  to  dispel  the  delusion  that 
possesses  the  minds  of  hon.  Members, 
that  by  voting  for  the  adjournment 
they  will  plunge  the  House  into  a 
vortex  of  dissipation,  and  set  a  bad 
example  to  their  constituents,  or  that 
on  its  being  stated  that  the  Ayes  have 
it — as  I  hope  will  be  the  case — hon. 
Members  will  array  themselves  in 
white  hats  and  green  veils,  and  take 
the  first  train  to  Epsom.  Motions  for 
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Adjournment  are  not  absolutely 
unknown  to  the  House.  For  the  laat 
six  years  I  have  heard  no  less  a  peraon 
than  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
move  the  Adjournment  on  Ash  Wed- 
nesday, but  I  have  failed  to  observe 
that  on  the  day  following  the  Church 
of  St.  Margaret'swascrammed  withhon. 
Members  and  ofiicials  of  the  House 
repeating  the  Comniination  Service. 
And  I  do  not  believe  that  the  top  of 
the  grand  stand  at  Epsom  will  be  any 
the  more  crowded  with  hon.  Members 
if  the  Motion  is  agreed  to  than  if  it  is 
lost.  Some  people  have  one  idea  of 
enjoyment  and  some  another.  I  have 
many  hon.  Friends  in  this  House  who 
would  utilise  the  adjournment  to 
spend  a  happy  day  with  their  consti- 
tuents, and  to  receive  their  congratu- 
lation on  the  number  of  Divisions  in 
which  they  have  taken  part  and  the 
SQccessful  legislation  they  have  for- 
warded. Some  time  ago  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  a  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere) — one  of  those  addresses 
which,  all  hon.  Members  admire  and 
some  hon.  Members  study — and  in 
that  speech  the  hon  Member,  with  a 
candour  and  truth  which  always 
characterise  him,  said  that  he,  for 
one,  .would  vote  for  the  adjournment, 
and  go  down  to  the  Derby ;  but  he 
said  he  would  qualify  his  speech,  for  it 
was  primarily  to  gratify  a  wish,  which 
he  had  always  cherished,  to  enjoy  the 
summer  solstice  from  the  top  of 
Banstead  Downs.  I  will  venture  to 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Sidney  Gedge)  that  it  does  not 
at  all  follow  because  a  man  goes  to  the 
Derby  he  sees  the  race.  I  myself 
have  been  to  twenty-thi*ee  consecutive 
Derbys,  and  I  might  say  that  with  the 
exception  of  Silvio's  year,  and 
perhaps  half-a-dozen  others,  I  have 
never  seen  the  race  run  at  all.  I 
should  like  to  have  appealed  to  an 
hon.  Member  who  is  a  great  advocate 
for  shorter  hours  and  lighter  work,  but 
who  is  not  in  his  place,  whether,  alter 
having  done  six  years  of  hard  labour 
in  this  House,  where  the  work  is  hard 
and  thk  pay  is  bad — and  eight  hours 
are  not  in  it — hon.  Members  are  not 
entitled  to  one  holiday  between  Easter 
and  Whitsuntide  ?  I  should  like  to  sug- 


gest  to  hon.  Members  that  if  by  voting 
for  my  Motion  they  were  to  postpone  the 
dissolution  for  twenty-four  hours  they 
would  gain  the  gratitude  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  would  probably  get  a 
few  more  votes  by  postponing,  if  for 
only  one  day,  the  flood  of  oratory  that 
threatens  to  overwhelm  them.  I  have 
said  that  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
long,  and  I  will  therefore  now  conclude 
by  proposing  the  Motion  which  stands 
in  my  name. 

*Captain  GEICE  -  HUTCHINSON 
(Aston  Manor) :  Sir,  I  think  the  only 
fault  I  have  to  find  with  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  that  he 
has  anticipated  everything  I  had  to  say. 
No  doubt  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cockermouth  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  will  rise  in  a  moment  and 
fulminate  against  this  Motion,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Peterborough  (Mr. 
Morton)  is  probably  anxious  to  deliver 
one  of  those  philippics  with  which  he  is 
wont  to  charm  and  electrify  the  House. 
I  will  therefore  in  a  few  words  meet 
what  I  consider  will  be  the  chief 
objections  raised  by  hon.  Members 
against  this  Motion.  Now,  Sir,  in  the 
Srst  place,  we  may  be  told  that  it  is  a 
wicked  waste  of  the  time  of  the  House 
to  adjourn  for  the  Derby.  Let  me 
remind  the  House  that  a  similar 
Motion  to  that  of  my  hon.  Friend 
has  been  carried  for  the  last  forty- 
five  years,  and  I  think  it  was  Lord 
Palmerston  who  described  the  adjourn- 
ment over  Derby  Day  as  one  of  the 
privileges  and  unwritten  laws  of  the 
House.  I  will  ask  hon.  Members  to 
say  whether  FubUc  Business  has  in 
any  way  suffered,  or  the  hands  of 
the  political  clock  been  put  back  by 
it  ?  As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  that  has 
not  been  the  case.  For  my  part,  it  is 
a  positive  relief  to  be  able  on  one  extra 
day  to  take  up  my  newspaper  without 
having  to  wade  through  the  columns  of 
talk  and  the  oceans  of  debate  which 
the  sitting  of  the  House  involves. 
Then  we  shall  be  told  that  we  are 
encouraging  all- the  vices  said  to  follow 
in  the  train  of  horse-racing.  But  hon. 
Members  who  made  that  objection  last 
year  confessed  that  they  had  never 
been  to  the  Derby  at  all.  I  will  ask 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Cockermouth  if  hQ  wiU  not,  for  oncOf 
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break  through  hie  stem  reBolution 
and  go  down  to  the  Derby  himself; 
if  so,  it  will  be  one  of  the  strongest 
inducements  for  me  to  go  too.  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  act  as  the  hon. 
Baronet's  cicerone.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  by  saying  more  than  that  I 
cordially  second  the  Motion. 

Motion  made, and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do 
adjourn  till  Thursday."  —  (major 
Rasch.) 

(4.35.)  Sm  WILFRID  LAWSON 
(Cumberland,  Ck>ckermouth)  :  I  rise 
with  considerably  more  satisfaction 
than  usual  to  oppose  this  Motion, 
because  I  believe  it  is  the  last  time  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  do  so.  We  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  Dissolution,  and  I  may 
not  be  here  in  the  next  Parliament  ; 
but  if  I  am  not  here  there  will  be  in 
the  next  Parliament  men  who  will 
gladly  discharge  the  duty  of  opposing 
this  Motion  if  it  be  made.  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  (Cap- 
tain Grice-Hutohinson)  looks  upon  this 
Motion  as  a  time-honoured  precedent. 
It  appears  to  me  that  when  people  talk 
about  precedents  being  time-honoured, 
as  a  rule  there  is  very  little  else  in  the 
way  of  honour  about  them.  But  it  is 
not  a  very  time-honoured  institution 
after  all.  We  only  have  to  go  back  to 
about  1847,  when  the  Motion  was  first 
made,  and  for  thirteen  years  it  was 
moved  by  a  private  Member.  Then  for 
nineteen  years,  under  the  initiative  of 
Ix)rd  Falmerston,  it  was  moved  by  the 
Gtovemment  of  the  day.  Since  that 
time — and  I  must  say  I  think  it  was  very 
creditable  to  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
that  he  broke  down  that  custom — for 
thirteen  years  it  has  been  moved  by  a 
private  Member.  Now  I  hope  we 
shall  return  to  the  custom  before  1847, 
and  that  the  Motion  will  not  be  moved 
at  all.'  It  would,  of  course,  be  idle  on 
my  part  to  set  up  a  contention  that  all 
this  racing  is  not  very  popular.  It  is 
very  popular  and  very  profitable, 
especially  to  the  newspapers.  I  remem- 
ber some  time  ago  I  bought  an  evening 
newspaper  at  Hyde  Park  Comer,  and  X 
asked  the  man  which  was  the  most 
popular — ^whu^  he  sold  most  of.  He 


mentioned  the  name  of  an  evening 
paper  and  added,  "  The  paper  that 
gives  the  most  racing  is  the  most 
popular.  If  it  was  not  for  the 
racing  we  should  sell  very  few  news- 
papers." I  quite  admit  that  racing  is 
a  very  popular  proceeding,  and  that  a 
large  number  of  people  are  interested 
in  it,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  the 
House  of  Commons  should  adjourn. 
This  very  Session  the  House  has  passed 
two  Acts  of  Parliament  to  put  down 
betting,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  they 
both  came  from  the  House  of  Lords. 
I  am  always  ready  to  give  credit  to  the 
House  of  Lords  when  it  does  anything 
good.  One  of  these  Acts  provides 
penalties  for  betting  with  an  infant, 
and  the  other  is  called  a  Gaming  Act. 
I  am  not  sufficient  of  a  lawyer  to  under- 
stand it  exactly,  but  as  far  as  I  can 
read  it,  it  deals  a  heavy  blow  at  the 
gambling  that  goes  on.  Having  passed 
these  two  Acts  of  FarUament,  is  it  not 
rather  hypocritical  for  us  to  come  down 
here  and  adjourn  for  the  greatest 
gambling  day  of  the  year  ?  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mr. 
Chaplin)  objected  to  our  opposing  the 
Adjournment  last  year,  and  said  that 
the  House  was  not  going  to  be 
govemedbyPuritanical  and  water-drink- 
ing considerations.  What  I  want  to 
point  out  is,  that  it  is  not  only  the 
water-drinkers  who  object  to  this,  but 
many  other  people  of  all  sections.  Here 
is  one  sentence  from  a  London  daily 
newspaper  a  few  years  ago — 

"  There  are  few  places  on  the  foce  of  the 
Klobe  where  more  sia  and  wicbednesB  are 
perpetrated  in  the  coarse  of  a  week  than  at 
BpBom." 

These  are  not  my  words.  ladmit  these 
are  the  words  of  a  Liberal  news- 
paper ;  but  to  go  to  the  other  side,  what 
was  said  by  the  greatest  Leader  the 
Tory  Party  ever  had,  I  mean  Lord 
Beaconsfield  ?  He  said  that  the  turf 
was  a  vast  system  of  national  demorali- 
sation. Why  should  the  House  of 
Commons  adjourn  for  the  prin- 
cipal event  in  that  vast  system? 
We  all  remember  how  about  a 
month  ago  there  was  great  anxiety 
when  we  heard  of  the  indisposition  of 
Orme,  and  I  believe  if  he  had  died 
there  would  have  been  national 
mourning.   Ev^bodyknew  about  it. 
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I  do  not  see  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  here,  but  I  read 
somewhere  of  a  meeting  about  seUing 
drink  to  black  men  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber could  not  go  beoause  the  meeting 
was  to  be  presided  over  by  a  person 
who  had  some  cozmeotion  with  Orme. 
The  other  day  I  was  in  Hyde  Park  at 
the  Labour  Demonstration  ;  and  I  men- 
tion this  in  order  to  show  that  there  is 
a  large  class'  who  do  not  support  this 
pastime.  A  speech  was  made  by  John 
Bums,  who,  I  suppose,  represents  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  working  people 
of  this  country.   He  said  this : — 

"  Why  do  ^ou  working  men  waste  your 
money  in  putting  your  Rbillings  on  Orme  ?  1 
wish  Orme  had  been  poisoned  to  death." 

That  is  a  very  dreadfnl  statement.  I 
am  not  justifying  it ;  I  am  only  point- 
ing to  it  as  an  indication  of  a  very 
strong  feeling  against  the  gambling  that 
goes  on.  I  quite  admit,  as  I  have  said, 
that  it  is  a  very  dreadful  speech,  and  I 
do  not  know  of  any  speech  that  has  so 
shocked  right-minded  persons  since  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  spoke  of 
"  ransom  "  in  one  of  his  speeches.  Now, 
we'  are  going  to  the  country,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  last  oooasions  on  which  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  our 
votes.  Some  hon.  Members  do  not 
intend  to  come  back  and  others  will 
not  be  able  to  return,  and  I  would  ask 
those  who  are  about  to  retire  from  Par- 
liament to  let  one  of  their  last  votes  be 
in  favour  of  the  dignity  of  Parliament 
and  of  a  House  they  have  all  been 
proud  to  sit  in.  Some  of  us  expect  to 
return,  and  we  do  not  think  we  can 
take  any  better  recommendation  to  the 
electors  whom  we  shall  soon  have  to 
face  than  that  we  have  done  what  in 
us  lay  to  put  a  stop  to  this  mischievous 
vulgarity  and  this  discreditable  recogni- 
tion of  it. 

Several  hon.  Members  having  risen, 

Mr.  speaker  (addressing  Lord 
Elcho)  :  Does  the  noble  Lord  rise  to 
support  the  hon.  Baronet  who  has  just 
spoken  ? 

(4.41.)    Lord  BLCHO  (Ipswich)  : 
Yes,  Sir.    It  is  with  considerable 
pain  that  I  rise  to  dissociate  my- 
self from  the   friends  with  whom 
Sir  WiyndLaw8<m 


I  have  hitherto  voted  upon  this 
matter,  and  to  argue  in  a  sense  oppo- 
site to  the  arguments  I  have  on  pre- 
vious occasions  brought  before  the 
House.  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  if  I 
could  have  followed  my  own  inclina- 
tion, I  should  have  liked  to  foUow  the 
example  of  those  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who,  lacking  either  the  con- 
victions or  the  courage  to  express  them, 
walk  out  of  the  House  when  the 
Division  bell  rings.  But  I  am  con- 
fronted by  so  many  splendid  examples 
set  by  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  the  courage—  I  might  almost 
say  the  audacity — of  their  changed 
convictions,  that  having  found  salva- 
tion on  this  point,  I  feel  bound  pub- 
licly to  proclaim  my  conversion  which 
is  not  more  sudden  nor  less  sincere 
than  many  which  have  elicited  the 
admiration  of  a  not  easily-astonished 
House  of  Commons.  In  order  to  jus- 
tify my  own  position  and  to  strengthen 
it  before  the  House,  I  may,  with  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  mention  one  or 
two  of  thearguments  which  havewei^ied 
with  me  in  adapting  this  line.  I  do  net 
wish  to  make  any  invidious  distinc- 
tions, but  I  cannot  help,  thinking  that 
those  who  sit  above  and  on  each  side 
of  him  will  acknowledge  that  I  am 
not  making  an  invidious  distinction 
when  I  take  as  an  instance  a  states- 
man fron  the  Front  Bench  opposite, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  W.  Harcourt).  Is  there 
a  simple  point,  from  the  great  Derby 
question  downwards,  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  changed 
his  views  ?  Is  there  any  Gentleman  in 
this  House  who  can  Euiswer  the  speeches 
of  the  Member  for  Oxford  of  ten 
years  ago,  but  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Derby  at  the  present  moment  ?  So 
much  is  this  so  that  the  practice  of 
bringing  out  the  ghosts  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  former  opinions  against 
him  is  absolutely  obsolete.  He  is  not 
afraid  of  them,  he  recognises  them  aa 
his  old  familiar  friends  ;  and  an  incon- 
sistency from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
surprises  the  House  no  more  than  a 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Peterborough  (Mr.  Morton^.  I  should 
be  a  degenerfttQ  Member  U I  AdimM«(t 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


889      Sittings  of  the  Hotue      {31  ICat,  1893^ 


{Derby  Day). 


390 


that  the  other  Bide  had  a  monopoly  o: 
the  politioal  virtue  of  inoonsiBtenoe. 
see  t^e  right  hpn.  Gentleman  the 
Minister  of  Agriomtcure  in  his  plaoe,  and 
I  hope  he  will  speak  on  this  question. 
We  all  hope  and  believe  on  this  side 
of  the  House  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  won  the  love  of  the  agri- 
ooltnral  labourer.  We  hope  for  andbe- 
lieve  in  the  benefits  of  the  alliance,  but 
I  and  others  who  are  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  friends  cannot  be  blind  to 
tixd  faot  that  his  politioal  youth  is 
strewn  with  the  wild  oats  he  mis  sown, 
and  that  small  holdings  were  not  the 
blandishments  with  wmch  he  won  the 
love  of  the  farmers  of  the  country, 
must  pay  a  tribute  to  the  ingenuity  which 
has  been  shown  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
fViend  behind  me  in  submitting  this 
Motion  to  the  House.    Nobody  knows 
better  than  I  how  difQcnlt  it  Is  to  find 
any    arguments    of    any  sort  in 
favour  of  this  question.     I  admit  that 
perhaps  in  the  early  years  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, as  in  the  early  youth  of  an 
individoal,  eooentridties  are  pardonable 
which  in  their  old  age  are  absolutely  in- 
excusable.  I  can  understand  a  Irarlia- 
ment,  worn  out  perhaps  by  the  feverish 
energy  of  its  own  youth,  takinga  holiday 
at  Epsom ;  but  for  a  Parliament  in  our 
unfortunate    stage,   with    at  least 
one    foot     in    the     grave,  with 
the    marks    of    approaohing  Dis- 
solution written  on   every  line  of 
onr  faces,  to  go  masquerading  to  Epsom 
in  an  ofiBoial  capacity  is  more  or  less 
an  aot  of  indecency.   It  seems  to  me 
that  the  most  hardened  reveller  on 
Epsom  Downs  would  not  fail  to  be 
Bi^fwlled  b^  the  skeleton  at  the  feast  on 
that  occasion.   I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  do  deplore  the  growth  of  the  gambling 
spirit,  not  only  in  the  country,  but  also 
in  the  House.   I  read  with  pain  the 
other  day  that,  with  the  reckless  exuber- 
ance of  the  Jubilee  Plunger,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle nifr.  John  Morley)  was  laying 
oiMs  <n  one  hnndred  to  one  on  so 
uncertain  an  event  as  the  date  (d  the 
Dissolution.   It  seems  to  me  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  himself  open 
to  great  danger.   Possibly  if  he  offers 
snch  tremendous  odds  the  first  Lord 
of   the  Treasury  might  take  them 
through  a  commissioner,  and  we  should 

VOlf.  V.      [Kurm  own.] 


have  the  date  of  the  General  Election 
fixed,  not  according  to  the  interests  of 
public  business  or  the  demands  of  the 
country,  but  according  to  the  state 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury's 
betting  book.     There  is  one  other 
argument  in  regard  to  this  question. 
We  propose  to  adjourn  for  the  Derby. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  agree  with  the 
remarks  which  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
W.  Lawson)  made,  for  I  approve  of  the 
Derby  in  every  sensa  of  the  word,  and 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  there 
myself  to-morrow ;   but  I  ask  the 
House  whether  we  do  adjourn  out  of 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  care  for  racing  ?  I  ask,  where 
are  they?    I  look  for  them  in  vain  in 
this  House,  as  I  have  locked  for  them 
in  vain  in  theDivision  List  on  previous 
occasions.    Is  it  that  they  are  not 
here  under  a   hypersensitive  wish 
not  to  vote  on  a  question  in  which 
they  are  interested?     Or  is  it  be- 
cause  the    Epsom   race    week,  of 
which  the  Derby  is  an  event,  begins  on 
Tuesday,  and  they  are  already  at  Epsom 
anticipating  that  holiday  wmch  we  are 
now  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
asking  for  ?    It  seems  to  me  th'at  their 
absence  to-day  shows  how  little  they 
care  for  this  holiday,  and  is  a  convinc- 
ing argument  that  the  time  for  giving 
the  holiday  has  gone  past.    I  shall 
therefore  support  the  hon.  Baronet. 
We  are  aOT>roaohing  a  time  when  we 
do  everything  we  can  to  set  our  sails  to 
catchevery  puff  of  popular  favour,  and 
I  cannot  heqi  expressmg  the  hope  that 
perhaps  my  course  to-day  may  have 
some  success  in  that  way.  Perhaps 
those  who  disapproved  of  my  previous 
attitude  will  receive  me  into  their 
bosoms  with  that  welcome  that  attends 
the  proverbial  sinner  who  repents, 
while  those  who  approved  of  my  pre- 
vious attitude  will  foi^et  and  forgive 
my  present  shortcomings  in  memory  of 
my  services  in  the  past.   I  sincerely 
trust,  in  seconding  the  Amendment, 
that  this  will  be  t£e  last  time  I  shall 
have  to  speak  either  for  or  against  this 
Motion. 

(4.63.)  Mb.  BYBON  BEED  (Brad- 
ford, E.) :  Sympathising  with  the  sen- 
timents of  the  noble  Lord,  I  move, 
That  the  Qaestlon  be  now  pat." 
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Mb.  SFEAEEB  withheld  hie  assent, 
and  dedined  thai  to  put  that  Ques- 
tion. 

Debate  resumed. 

(4.64.)  Mb.  SYDNEY  GEDGE 
(Stockport):  I  think  this  is  a  very 
serious  sabjeot.  All  Members  wiU 
admit  the  great  evils  oC  gambling,  and 
I  do  not  think  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  set  an  example  by  adjourning 
on  ttiisday.  It  is  a  most  unfortunate 
example  to  set,  and  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce effisots  tiiat  the  House  would  very 
mndb  deprecate.  The  author  of  Tom 
Br&vm'a  Schooldays,  in  that  very 
amnsing  work,  says : — 

"  The  boTS  have  theit  lotterieB  for  the 
Derbv,  andkowoui  we  blame  them  so  loogas 
the  Home  of  Craunoni  adjounis  on  that  day?" 

The  House  commenced  its  life  in  a 
very  excellent  way  by  putting  an  end 
to  the  Queen's  Plates,  and  refusing  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  them.  I  hope 
it  will  finish  as  well  by  putting  an  end 
to  that  other  course  of  adjourning  speci- 
fically for  the  Derby. 

Question  put. 

(4.56.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
144 ;  Noee  168.— (Dir.  List,  No.  156.) 

OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


EDUCATION  AMD  LOCAL  TAXATION 
RBUBF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL.-(No.  20B.) 
OONBIDEBATION. 

As  amended,  con«dered. 

(5.10.)  Mb.  MARJORIBANKS 
(Berwickshire)  :  The  Amendment 
which  I  had  on  the  Paper  refers  to 
two  points :  to  what  we  consider  the 
insufficient  sum  for  secondary  educa- 
tion, which  we  propose  to  increase  by 
£50,000;  and,  secondly,  that  of  the 
proposal  to  give  a.  certain  sum  to 
Paroefaial  Bofuds,  which  are  not  oon- 
fddered  properly  representative.  I 
believe  at  this  sta^e  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  will  be  inclined  to  accept 
the  Amendment,  which  would  remove 
many  of  the  objections  we  have  to  the 
Bill.  I  see  he  shakes  his  head,  and  as 


I  only  desire  to  repeat  the  protest  I 
ma.de  on  a  former  occasion,  I  do  not 
think  it  desirable  at  this  period  <rf  the 
Session  to  re-discus^  the  questicm.  I 
shall  simply  throw  the  responsibility  of 
resisting  it  on  the  Grovemment,  and  not 
move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name. 

Mr.  BRYOE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I 
should  like  to  hear  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  to  say  as  to  the  reason 
for  moving  this  Amendment  before  X 
say  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

*(5.12.)  Thb  lord  ADVOCATE 
(Sir  C.  J.  Peaeson,  Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  I  had  intended 
to  give  an  explanation  of  this  Amend- 
ment. It  may  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  a  proposal  was  discussed 
for  remitting  the  whole  question  of 
secondary  education  dealt  with  by  this 
BiU  to  a  Departmental  Committee  of 
Inquiry ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  proposal  an  Amendment 
was  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Bryce)  and  was 
accepted  by  the  Government.  It  was 
in  the  words  I  now  proceed  to  read — 

"Provided  that  no  aid  shall  be  ^ven  to 
aaj  ichool  not  being  wholly  or  partially 
under  pablio  management  or  controL 

These,  of  course,  are  limiting  words. 
The  desire  of  the  Committee  was  to 
enlarge  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
Scottm  practice  the  scope  of  the  pro- 
vision which  was  to  oe  made  for 
secondary  education  by  tiiis  additional 
money,  and  in  token  of  that,  I  may 
remind  the  House  that  oae  of  the 
Amendments  of  this  very  sub-section 
consisted  in  substituting  the  words 
"  making  provision  for  secondary  educa- 
tion "  for  the  words  "  making  'grants 
for  secondary  education."  The  pro- 
posal  which  now  appears  on  the  BiU  as 
it  stands  is  one  obviously  not  couched 
in  the  usual  langtuge  of  dtaughtman- 
ship,  and  is  capable  of  more  wan  one 
interpretation.  My  desire  is  to  make 
clear  beyond  doubt  what  the  Amend- 
ment which  was  accepted  by  the 
Gk>vemment  means  in  their  view,  and 
what  they  intended  by  the  aooepUnoe 
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of  it.  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  at 
this  stage  the  matter  should  be 
ttu>roughIy  cleared  up>  and  that  we 
should  thoroughly  understand  each 
other.  1  may  remind  the  House  of  the 
olass  of  schools  which  may  be  within 
the  scope  of  this  additional  money, 
distributed  by  way  of  grant.  There  are, 
first,  the  burgh  schools.  There  are  also 
those  schools  which  are  provided  with 
schemes  under  the  recent  Educa- 
tion Endowment  GommisBion.  These 
schools  stimd  on  one  side  as  secondary 
schools  properly  so  called,  and  they 
have  in  one  sense  public  management 
and  control.  On  the  other  hand  stand 
tJie  State-tuded  schools,  and  it  is  part 
of  the  scheme  tabled  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  these  should  be  enabled  to 
take  advantage  of  the  grant  by  way  of 
developing  secondary  departments  in 
schools  in  places  where  such  secondary 
departments  are  required.  I  need  not 
remind  the  House  that  the  principle  of 
State  aid  does  in  itself  involve  public 
control,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Amend- 
ment which  was  moved  in  the  Com- 
mittee uses  the  expression  "  Bchools 
not  being  wholly  or  partially  under 
public  management,"  the  por^se  of 
this  Amendment  was,  in  our  view,  to 
exclude  private  or  Ecdventure  schools, 
as  they  are  sometimes  called,  and  not 
in  any  way  to  restrict  the  category 
of  schools  which  would  be  entitled  to 
the  grant,  so  as  to  exclude  any  school 
which  was  or  might  become  State-aided. 
Ithihk  it  would  De  most  unfortunate  if , 
in  oonseqeence  of  these  words  now 
Btandmg  in  the  Bill,  any  limit  was  to 
be  placed  upcm  ihe  development  of 
secondary  education  in  those  schools 
which  in  the  course  of  their  develop- 
ment might  have  a  secondary  depart- 
ment added.  That  being  so,  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name 
has  the  effect  of  defining  beyond 
doubt  the  schools  and  classes  of  schools 
which  diall  be  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  grant  of  ^60,000  which  we  are 
now  distributmg.  They  are  to  include 
schools  wMoh  axe  under  the  same 
management  as  Stat&«ided  schools, 
higher-olus  schools,  and  schools  which 
are  managed  under  the  proTisions  of 
any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  Scheme,  or 
Provisional  Order  issued  pursuant  to 
ftn  Aotpf  PKrlimwnt,  Itiainocderto 


make  clear  the  inclusion  of  primary 
schools  to  which  State  aid  is  given, 
and  which  have  now,  or  in  course  of 
their  development  may  receive,  a 
secondary  department,  that  I  move 
this  Amendment, 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  mt  bom  the  word 
"bei^**  to  the  end  of  Sab-seetitm  (1)  of 
Clause  2,  in  order  to  insert  the  words  **  either 
a  school  under  th^  lame  management  at  a 
State-aided  Bchool  or  a  higher-clais  paUie 
school,  or  a  achool  managed  under  the  ^jfO' 
TiBions  of  any  Act  of  Parhament,  or  scheme, 
or  ProTisional  Order  issued  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  Parliament." — ^The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  oat  stuid  part  of 

the  Bill." 

(5.16.)  Mil.  BBYGE  (Aberdeen,  S.) : 
I  confess  I  do  not  understand  from  the 
explanation  of  the  Lord  Advocate  what 
the  meaning  of  his  Amendment  is.  The 
expres^on  "under  the  same  manage- 
ment as  a  State-aided  school "  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  most  ambiguous  expres- 
sion. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means 
State^ded  school,  why  not  say  so? 
We  do  not  know  what  the  manage- 
ment of  a  State-aided  school  means. 
I  submit  that  on  that  groimd  alone  the 
House  ought  not  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  that  if  it  were 
adopted  it  would  give  rise  to  far  more 
difficulty  than  the  words  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  leave 
out  of  the  clause  ;  »ad  not  merely  that, 
but  that  it  would  nullify  and  destroy  1^ 
Amendment  whioh  waa  previously  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government.  The  ng^t 
hon.  Grentleman,  in  speaking  on  the 
First  Beading  of  the  Bill,  stated  that 
it  was  part  of  the  Government  proposal 
that  the  schools  which  were  to  be 
aided  by  the  grant  to  be  made 
under  the  scheme  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  should  be 
Bohools  in  the  management  of 
which  there  was  an  element  of 
public  control.  These  words  were 
applauded  upon  delivery.  And  in  the 
debate  upon  the  Bill  the  Government 
were  congratulated  upon  the  step 
which  they  had  taken  in  introducing 
the  principle  that  schools  receiving  l^s 
ezoeptional  benefit  were  to  be  emoela 
P  3 
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which  admitted  a  public  element  into 
their  governing  body.  No  comment 
was  made  by  the  Government  upon 
these  speeches.  They  did  not  deny  in 
any  way  thd  interpretation  which  hon. 
Members  put  on  the  Lord  Advocate's 
words,  ana  when  the  Bill  was  produced 
I  was  not  prepared  to  find  nothing  in 
the  Bill  which  carried  out  the  promise 
-which  had  been-  made.  In  order  to 
remedy  that  defect  I  moved  an  Amend- 
ment in  lines  19  and  20  to  the  effect 
that  the  benefit  of  the  grant  should  not 
extend  to  schools — 

"Not  JMing  uhoota  wholly  or  wrtially 
nncler  pabllo  management  or  oontroL 

That  Amendment  was  on  the  Paper  for 
several  days  before  it  was  come  to,  and 
when  it  was  come  to  it  was  accepted 
by  the  Lord  Advocate  without  a  word. 
I  submit  that  this  Amendment  has  the 
effect  of  destroying  the  value  of  the 
words  that  now  stand  in  the  Bill, 
because  there  is  nothing  in  this  Amend- 
ment that  recognises  the  principle  of 
public  management  or  control.  I  see 
the  Lord  Advocate  says  that  a  State- 
aided  school  is  under  public  control, 
but  that  is  a  very  great  straining  put 
upon  the  words.  It  suggests  that  the 
mere  fact  that  a  school  receives  aid  from 
tiie  State  imports  the  element  of  pub- 
lic control.  Certainly,  there  were  no 
words  uttered  by  the  liord  Advocate  m 
introducing  this  Bill  which  implied  that. 
It  was  stated  that  the  schools,  which 
were  to  receive  the  grant  were  to  be 
schools  under  public  management  and 
control.  I  take  it  that  the  effect  of 
these  words  will  be  to  allow  the  grant 
to  be  received  by  schools  which  are  not 
under  public  control.  As  regards  the 
ordinary  class  public  schools,  I  agree 
that  they  are  already  included  in  the 
words  as  they  now  stand  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  the  schools  managed  under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
or  Scheme,  or  Provisional  Order, 
are  also  included  in  the  words 
of  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands. 
Further,  there  are  schools  which  are 
wholly  or  partially  under  public  con- 
trot.  But  if  we  take  the  first  part  of 
the  Amendment  I  find  nothing  in  it  to 
8up[dy  the  element  of  public  manage- 
ment. What  I  mean  by  the  element 
of  public  man^ement  is  that  there 
Mr.Brycc 


should  be  on  the  Governing  Body  either 
some  person  elected  by  the  people,  or 
some  person  placed  there  by  a  public 
authority,  such  as  a  County  Council,  or  a 
Town  Council,  or  any  other  authority, 
bein^  in  this  sense  public,  that  the 
public  have  confidence  in  him,  and 
that  he  represents  an  element  distinct 
from  the  purely  jnivate  management  of 
a  school.  That  seems  to  me  to  involve 
a  very  important  principle,  and  unless 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  agree  to  leave 
out  the  first  words  of  his  Amendment, 
it  is  an  Amendment  which  we  are 
bound  to  resist ;  because  in  my  mind 
it  not  only  does  a  serious  injury  to  ike 
Bill  itself,  but  it  introduces  a  principle 
into  Scotch  education  which  I  oontend 
against,  and  which  in  my  mind  makes 
the  grant  liable  to  considerable  abuse. 

(5.26.)  Me.  BUCHANAN  (Edin- 
burgh, W.) :  In  support  of  the  views 
expressed  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  I  may 
say  that  during  the  discussion  in 
Committee  I  had  an  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  dealing  with  this  subject, 
in  order  to  get  the  Government  to 
explain  what  schools  there  were  that 
they  meant  to  give  aid  to.  How- 
ever,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen  was 
accepted  without  any  demnr.  I  now 
find  that  the  Lord  Advocate  puts  down 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  which  un- 
doubtedly runs  very  much  counter  to 
the  words  which  he  then  accepted.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion  which  took 
place  when  questions  were  asked  of  the 
Lord  Advocate,  I  understood  from  him 
that  burgh  schools  were  included,  and 
also  that  endowed  schools,  and  schools 
managed  under  a  Provisional  Order,  or 
scheme,  or  under  the  provisions  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  were  included. 
Now  I  find  that  the  Lord  Advocate  in- 
troduces words,  the  true  interpretation 
of  which  is  undoubtedly  very  hard  to 
make  out.  He  should  have  given  us 
instances  of  the  schools  which  he  had 
in  view,  and  particularly  as  he  is  intro- 
ducing a  new  class  of  schools  for 
obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  distribution 
of  this  money,  and  introducing  appa- 
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rently  a  new  principle.  I  quite  agree 
with  my  hon.  Friend  that  we  ought  to 
resist  the  Amendment  of  the  Lord 
Advocate. 

(5.27.)  Mb.  OHAELES  PABKEE 
(Perth) :  I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  ]jord  Advooate  what  schools  are 
intended  to  be  included  by  these  words. 
According  to  the  Bill,  one  part  of 
the  application  of  the  grant  is  to  ordi- 
nary schools  that  have  a  higher  or 
secondary  department.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  what  he  has  in  view.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether,  in  case  his  Amendment  were 
carried,  what  schools  would  be  included 
under  the  words  "  high  class  schools"  ? 
Hon.  Members  are  already  acquainted 
with  what  are  called  "higher  class 
schools  "  in  Scotland  ;  but  the  expres- 
sion "  h^^  class  schools,"  so  far  as  I 
know,  is  new  to  Scotland. 

(5.28.)  Mb.  HUNTEB  (Aberdeen, 
N.) :  I  cannot  oongratolate  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate  on 
the  way  in  which  he  has  conducted  his 
business.  Here  is  the  case  of  an  Amend- 
ment of  which .  formal  Notice  was 
given,  and  which  was  accepted  in  the 
precise  form  in  which  it  was  offered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  now  he 
comes  down  to  call  for  a  reversion  of 
the  decision  of  the  Committee,  and  to 
introduce  wcnrds  which  themselves  are 
open  to  precisely  the  same  objection 
as  was  advanoea  against  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  frirad  the  Member 
for  South  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Bryce).  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
what  is  the  difference  between  a  State- 
aided  school  and  a  school  imder  the 
same  management  as  a  State-aided 
school  ?  So  far  as  I  can  comprehend 
these  words,  they  mean  the  same 
thing.  If  not,  what  is  the  difforence 
between  them? 

*(6.39.)  Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHEE- 
LAND  (Sutherland):  I  think  it  is  a 
very  strange  thing  that  after  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
should  have  given  what  he  considers 
all  the  necessary  explanation  that  was 
reqtiired,  wa  are  as  much  in  the  dark 


as  we  were  before  regarding  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill.  As  the  hon. 
Member  has  just  stated,  I  do  not  know 
the  difference  between  a  State-aided 
school  and  a  school  under  the  same 
management  as  a  State-fuded  school. 
Is  there  any  mystery  about  the  sort  of 
school  which  is  to  be  included  ?  Is  it 
to  be  a  private  school,  or  what  sort  of 
school  is  it  to  be  at  all  ?  Besides  that, 
there  is  the  new  term  which  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Perth  (Mr.  G.  Parker).  Does  the  term 
"  high  class  school "  refer  to  the  nature 
of  the  instruction  given  in  the  school, 
or  does  it  refer  to  the  social  condition 
of  the  children  who  attend  it  ? 
We  have  always  held  in  Scotland  that 
it  has  been  the  boast  of  our  educational 
system  that  no  social  distinctions  should 
be  madebetween  theohildren.  Ibopeno 
attempt  will  be  made  to  introduce  into 
edncation  distinctions  between  classes, 
and  for  these  reasons,  as  well  as  for 
those  advanced  by  my  hon.  Friends,  I 
think  we  are  justified,  if  we  do  not  get 
further  and  satisfactory  explanations  of 
this  Amendment,  in  resistmg  it  as  far 
as  we  can. 

(5.31.)  Mb.  SINCLAIE  (Falku-k. 
&c.) :  It  seemed  to  me,  when  I  was 
considering  this  Amendment,  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  was  proposing  to  meet 
a  case  of  this  kind — and  there  is  one  in 
my  constituency — where  there  is  a 
school  which  has  departments,  if  I  may 
use  the  word  which  is  used  In  the 
English  Education  Act,  primary  de- 
partments, which  are  State-aided,  and 
secondary  departments,  which  are  not 
State-aided,  which  do  not  receive  at  the 
present  time  any  assistance  from  the 
State.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that 
the  words  he  has  intoxluoed  "either  a 
school  under  the  same  management  as 
a  State-aided  school,"  were  reasonable 
words,  and  that  they  are  intended  to 
refer  to  schools  such  as  I  have  described, 
and  of  which  there  was  one — I  believe 
it  is  now  changed — in  the  borough  I 
represent.  With  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down,  who  asked  what  was 
meuit  by  the  words  "high-class 
Bohool,"  sorely  I  am  xi^t  in  si^uig 
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that  they  referred  to  the  education, 
and  not  certainly  to  the  social  standing 
of  the  children  who  attend  those 
schools.  It  woold  be  against  all  Scotch 
precedent  and  desire  and  thought  if  it 
were  not  so,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
myself  that  the  Lord  Advocate  ^ill 
find  no  difficult  in  explaining  the 
words  in  that  sense. 

*(5,32.)  Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON:  I 
only  rise  to  say,  in  answer  to  the 
questions  which  have  been  addressed 
to  me,  that  the  words  "  high-class 
public  school "  may  carry  a  wrong 
impression,  and  therefore  I  think  a 
slight  amendment  might  be  made. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down  is  quite  r^ht  in  surmising  that 
it  is  the  higher  department  of  a  school 
already  receiving  State  aid  which  is 
meant,  and  not  any  of  those  social 
distinctions  which  have  been  referred 
to  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I 
would,  therefore,  propose  that  the 
Amendment  should  be  amended  by 
substituting  the  word  "higher"  for 
"  high  "  in  the  second  line. 

(5.33.)  Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh, 
£.) :  If  that  is  the  explanation  which 
the  Lord  Advocate  gives  of  this  part 
of  the  Amendment,  it  seems  to  me  that 
he  has  not  met  the  objections  which 
have  been  made,  because  he  is  con- 
fining the  word  "  department "  to  a 
school.  What  he  tells  us  is  that  when 
he  speaks  of  a  school  under  the  same 
management  as  a  State-aided  school, 
he  refers  to  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind — there  is  a  school  containing  two 
departments,  a  primary  and  a  higher  de- 
pigment, in  which  the  primary  is  State- 
aided  and  the  hidier  department  is  not 
State-aided,  and  ae  says  that  because  a 
school  containii^  two  departments 
is  under  one  government,  the  higher 
department  is  to  be  described  as  a 
separate  school.  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate's explanation  makes  the 
thing  more  difficult,  and  it  will  be 
perfecdy  impossible  for  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  to  draw  up 
regulations  that  refer  to  an  unintelligible 
clause  that  cannot  be  defined  in  any 
other  way  than  that  given  by  the  Lord 
Advocate.  ItiBsn  interpretation  which 
ifr.  Sinclair 


is  self-contradictory.  When  you  talk 
of  a  school  under  the  same  manage- 
ment as  the  State-aided  school,  you 
are  talking  of  two  schools,  and  not  of 
one  school  containing  two  departments. 
The  Lord  Advocate  wishes  to  say  that 
half  of  a  school  is  another  school. 

(5.37.)  Mb.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark, 
N.E.) :  I  agree  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  Lord  Advocate  is  very  unhappily 
expressed.  It  may  or  may  not  be  that 
technically,  in  the  language  of  the  Edu- 
cation Departmuit,  a  higher  depart- 
ment is  a  separate  school  from  a  lower 
department,*but  I  do  not  think  that 
that  would  be  a  sufficient  defence  for 
the  wording  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
being  otherwise  than  ordinary  people 
can  imderstand.  My  objection  to  this 
Amendment  goes  a  great  deal  deeper 
than  that.  The  clause,  as  it  now 
reads,  in  consequence  of  an  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Aberdeen,  and  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, says  that — 

"  No  aid  shall  be  gtven  to  any  school  not 
bnng  wbaUy  or  MrtiaJly  under  pttblicniMHieB- 
ment  or  oontraL 

The  Lord  Advocate  is  of  opinion  that 
there  is  a  certain  ambiguity  in  that 
phraseology — I  am  not  convinced  that 
there  is — but  at  all  events  the  principle 
is  perfectly  distinct.  The  principle  of 
the  Amendment  which  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate now  proposes  is  totally  different. 
It  introduces  aclaBSofschooIswhichare 
not  in  any  sense  under  public  manage- 
ment or  control  except  in  the  sense  that  if 
they  obtain  a  grant  they  must  submit 
to  inspection.  Clearly  we  did  not  in- 
tend to  admit  such  schools.  I  do  not 
charge  the  Government  with  any  in- 
tentional departoro  from  an  under- 
standing, and  therefore  I  am  willine 
that  the  matter  should  be  considered 
by  the  House  to  be  open,  because  I 
think  the  Government  must  have  mis- 
understood the  Amendment  which  they 
accepted.  But  I  would  strongly  urge 
that  the  principle  now  included  in  the 
Bill  should  be  adhered  to,  and  that 
we  should  not  extend  this  grant  to 
eveiy  voluntary  school,  even  thou^ 
it  be  not  under  publio  manage- 
ment. 
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Qaestioii  put. 

(5.40.)  The  House  divided  :— 
Ayes  101;  Noes  173.— (Div.  List, 
No.  167.) 

Qaestion  propoeed,  *<  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

(5.53.)  Mb.  WALLACE:  ShaU  I 
now  be  m  Order  in  asking  whether  the 
Lord  Adyocate,  will  agree  to  bring  in 
an  Interpretation  Clause  ? 

(5.54.)  Sm  C.  J.  PEAESON  :  I 
consider  that  the  words  are  perfectly 
clear,  and  I  do  not  intiend  to  introdttoe 
any  such  claose. 

(6.65.)  Mb.  BRYCE:  I  must  join 
my  appeal  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member, 
on  the  ground  that  otherwise  the 
meuiing  of  the  clause  will  be  extremely 
obscure.  I  hope  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  withdraw  his  Amendment 
and  re-introduce  it  in  another  form. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  HtJNTEB :  I  beg  to  move  the 
following  Amfflidmfflit : — 

Cbosa,  %  jgmgfi  2,  line  33,  hmm  oat  rab^eo- 
tion  (4),  and  insert—"  In  transferring  to  the 
Scotch  Education  Deparfanent  a  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  bo  applied  in  proriding 
BKhibitions  or  scholarships  for  secfnidniy  educa- 
tion to  boya  and  ^ria  selected  by  oanpetilifm 
from  State-aided  pnblio  schools.^ 

I  do  not  wish  to  oconpy  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  with  this  Amend- 
ment. The  point  of  it  is  to  set  aside 
£60,000  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
exhibitionsor  scholarships  for  secondary 
education.  The  great  fault  of  this  BiU 
is  that  it  makes  no  such  provision. 
Not  a  single  penny  will  be  applied  by 
it  to  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes. 
It  all  goes  to  the  benefit  of  the  middle 
classes  instead  of  to  that  of  the  most 
numerous  class  of  ratepayers,  wbo  are 
most  unjnsl^  burd^ied  fay  taxa- 
tion. Now,  I  contend  that  £60,000 
is  not  a  large  sum  to  set 
apart  for  saob  a  purpose  as  that  I 
propose.  It  would  only  provide  five 
thousand  exhibitions  of  the  value  of 
£10  each  for  five  years,  or  one  thousand 
per  annum.  We  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  us  the  benefit  of  a  death 
bed  r^>entance  in  re^;ard  to  this  matter, 
and  uat  this  Parluuuwt,  which  has 


done  so  much  evil,  will  finish  up  with 
this  little  act  justice  which  is  so 
much  desired.  It  is  in  order  to  give 
the  Government  this  last  ohanoe  th^  I 
move  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,^ 

In  page  2,  line  3%  to  lam  oot  Bulwction 
(4)  of  Claose  2,  and  insert  as  a  new  ■ob' 

section  the  worda  : — "  In  transferring  to  the 
Scotch  Eklacadon  Department  a  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  be  appKed  in  providing 
exhibitions  or  acholarships  for  leoondary 
education  to  boys  and  ^Is  selected  by  oom- 
petiMon  from  Btate-aidm  paUloschoidB. — {Mr, 
ButiUt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub- 
section (4)  of  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

Thb  FIBST  LOED  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfodb,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  do  not  tliink  the  hon. 
Gentleman  understands  the  magnitude 
of  the  question  he  raises.  It  has 
been  discussed  before.  It  would  bo 
impossible  to  recast  the  whole  BUI  at 
this  stage. 

Mb.  FHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  Ims  stated 
that  it  is  impossible  to  recast  the  Bill 
at  this  stage,  but  he  is  only  asked  to 
accept  Amendments.  No  one  wishes 
to  keep  this  BiU  before  the  House 
longer  than  possible.  It  has  already 
been  discussed  at  some  length.  I  wish, 
however,  to  say  that  I  think  the  whole 
system  of  education  has  been  framed 
with  the  idea  of  benefiting  the  State 
as  much  as  the  children.  If  scholar- 
ships and  exhibitions  are  given  as  now 
proposed,  they  wiU  give  the  chUdren  of 
poor  parents  the  chance  of  getting  to 
the  top  of  the  educational  ladder — a 
state  of  things  we  oueht  to  enconraffe. 
That  is  the  reason  wl^  I  support  the 
;  Amendment  of  my  hon  Friend. 

Question  put. 

(6.0.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
170 ;  Noes  8a.--(Div.  List,  No.  168.) 

Mb.  HUNTER:  I  be^  now  to 
propose  an  Amendment  which  is  not 
on  the  Paper.  The  point  is  this : 
Under  Section  2  power  is  given  to  the 
County  aud  Town  Councils  to  apply 
money  for  the  relief  of  local 
rates.  I  think  the  Goyemmmt 
have  emtuided  titat  by  reltef  of 
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local  rates  they  do  not  mean  the 

relief  of  landlords ;  and  therefore  I 
wish  to  insert  words  which  will 
prevent,  what  I  daresay  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  desire,  the  possibiUty  of 
this  money  being  applied  in  the  relief 
of  landlords'  jates.  There  are  certain 
rates  to  be  fixed  by  Statute  exclusively 
for  the  landlozd,  and  I  propose,  in 
Clause  2,  Sub-section  5,  pa^e  3,  line  17, 
alter  the  word  "Bcotluid,"  to  insert 
these  worda— 

"  Provided  that  oo  part  of  tiiis  money  shall 
be  applied  in  relief  of  rates  payable  by 
owners  only." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  "  Soot- 
land,  to  insert  the  words  '*  Provided  that  no 
part  of  this  money  shall  be  applied  in  relief 
of  rates  payable  by  owners  only."— (Jlfr. 
Hunter.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  ThisBiUis 
in  the  interests  of  ratepayers  generally, 
and,  therefore,  I  ctuinot  exclude  from 
the  scope  of  the  Bill  any  partionlar 
class  of  ratepayers. 

Db.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
decline  to  accept  this  moderate  Amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  is  to  prevent 
money  from  being  used  by  a  County 
Council,  in  which  the  landlords  have  a 
majority,  for  the  reduction  of  the  rates 
paid  by  the  landlords  alone.  I  think 
the  Government  ought  to  permit  the 
money  to  be  used  only  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  rates  common  to  landlord  and 
tenant,  or  for  the  other  puipcwes 
defined  in  the  clause. 

Question  put. 

(6.20.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
81 ;  Noes  165.— (Div.  List,  No.  169.) 

Db.  CLABE  :  With  reference  to  the 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name  on 
the  Paper  providing  that — 

"  No  portion  of  the  earn  shall  be  applied  to 
any  University  in  which  provisions  shall  not 
have  been  made  for  the  full  recognition  of 
extra-mural  teaebing  as  qoalifjriog  tm  gradn^ 
tioii,"  See., 

I  may  aay  that  I  hoped  on  a  former 
occasion  that  we  might  have  discussed 
this  matter  in  conneotion  with  the 
Mr.  BunUr 


Ordinuioes,  so-called,  of  the  Commis- 
sion ;  but  it  was  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  when  they  were  under  con- 
sideration, and  neither  the  First  Lord 
nor  the  Lord  Advocate  said  a  word 
about  this  question.  Now,  Sir,  we 
have  no  extra-mural  teaching  in  arts 
in  Scotland,  although  the  Scotch  Uni- 
versities have  plenty  of  power  to  (ad- 
vent any  of  the  evils  arising  that  have 
berai  foreshadowed.  But  uthoogh  we 
have  no  extra-mural  tea(^ing  in  arts 
in  Scotland,  we  have  extea-munil 
teaching  in  medicine  and  divini^.  In 
Glasgow  there  is  St.  Magnus  Goll^,  a 
well-organised  medical  school  with  a 
large  infirmary,  and  all  we  ask  for  is 
that  che  students  connected  with  this 
school — ^which  has  been  founded  and 
endowed  by  the  citizens  of  Glasgow 
— shall  have  the  same  fair  play 
as  the  medical  students  attend- 
ing -  the  classes  of  the  University. 
In  Scotland  we  had  a  monopoly.  Edin- 
burgh vras  the  first  to  break  through 
that  monopoly,  and  to  recognise  extra- 
mural teaching.  Glasgow  has  since 
been  compelled  to  recognise  it,  as  every 
other  University  has  had  to  do.  It  was 
not  right  that  the  professors  should  be 
in  a  position  to  prevent  students  from 
being  taught  by  men  who  were  as  able 
to  teach  as  themselves.  Since  then 
most  of  the  professors  have  been  taken 
from  the  extra-mural  lecturers.  This 
proposal  will  affect  both  medicine  and 
divmity,  because  you  have  competing 
schools  in  both  sections.  There  is  the 
school  of  the  Free  Church,  the  United 
Presbyterian  school,  the  Kvangehcal 
Union,  Congregationalist,  and  a  num- 
ber of  ecclesiastical  and  theological 
academies.  Then  there  is  the  school 
of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  of  Glasgow 
and  the  Boyal  College  of  Sm^eons  at 
Edinburgh.  Thus,  as  I  said,  Ixtth  sec- 
tions will  be  affected.  In  the  old  days 
before  the  General  Medical  Council 
took  action,  the  sole  teachor  and  the 
sole  examiner  was  a  professor  ;  and 
unless  a  student  sat  under  him,  and 
was  prepared  to  adopt  all  his  fads,  he  ran 
a  risk  of  being  rejected.  Fortunately, 
we  have  now  got  an  assessor,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  we  think  that  the  extra- 
mural schools  should  have  some  voice 
in  the  Governing  Body.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which  ought  not  to  be  brought  on 
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at  the  fag  end  of  a  Session,  or  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  though  I 
do  not  intend  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  is  down  in  my  name,  or  to  go 
to  a  Division,  we  can  still  bring 
up  this  matter  on  the  Estimates.  When 
we  have  the  final  Ordinance  of  the 
Gommisrapners,  and  when  we  see  the 
oonrse  they  are  going  to  adopt,  we  shall 
know  what  to  do.  If  they  take  the 
course  that  was  foreshadowed  by  the 
Member  for  one  of  the  Divisions  of 
Manchester  (Sir  Henry  Boscoe),  we 
shall  not  perhaps  ruse  very  mach  ob- 
jection. But  we  had  better  wait  till 
we  know  what  they  intend  to  do,  and 
we  shall  be  able  to  discuss  it  then. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  a 
view  to  enable  the  Government  to  get 
through  their  businras,  I  will  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 


dx.  Estimates. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Thursday. 

8UPPLY-RBPORT. 
CmL  SERTICJBS  AND  BEVENUB 
DSPABTMBMTS. 
TOTB  OM  ACCOUNT. 

Bmolution  [30th  Sfoy]  reported. 

"That  a  ftutiiflr  sum,  not  exceeding 
£4,632,350,  be  gruted  to  Her  Majesty,  on 
■cooon^  for  or  towuds  defraying  the 
Charges  for  the  following  Civil  Bervices  and 
Rerenoe  Departments  for  tlie  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March,  1803— namely 

CIVIL  BEByiCBS. 

Class  I. 

Royal  Bute  and  Fleasnre  Gardens 
Hooses  of  Farliameot  Bt "  " 
Admiralty,  Brtatrim  tA 
Misctilaneooa  Legal  Bnildhigi^  i 

Britain  

Art  and  Scienoe  Buildings,  Great 

Britain  ...        ...  _ 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings 
RoTenne  Department  Boildinss  ... 
PoUio  Bnfldings,  Great  ^tdn 
Surreys  of  the  United  Kingdom  ... 
Harbours,   fto.,  nnder   Isoard  of 

Trade,  and  L^hthonsei  Abroad  ... 
Peterhead  Harbour 
Caledonian  Canal 
Rates  DO  Government  Proper^ 
PoUic  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland 
Bailwa|s,IiislaDd  » 


£ 

16,000 
8,000 
4,000 

6,000 

3,000 
4,000 
£4,000 
20,000 
35,000 

3,000 
2,000 

10,000 
20^000 
30,000 


Class  11. 
United  Kingdom  and  England  :- 

House  of  Lords,  OfDoes  ... 
House  of  Commons,  Offices 
Treasury  and  Sabfwdinate  Depart- 
ments ... 

Home  OfBee  and  Subordinate  De- 
partments 
For^n  Offioe  ... 
Colonial  Office  ... 
Privy  Council  Office  and  Subordinate 

DeMrtments 
Board  of  Trade  and  Subordinate  De- 
partments 
Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 

of  Trade 
Board  of  Agriculture 
ChariW  Commiauon 
CiTil  Berrice  Commission ... 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department ... 
FriencQy  Societies,  Registiy 
Local  Government Boira ... 
Lunacy  Commission 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  Grant  in 

Aid  

Mint  (including  Cmnage)  ... 
National  Debt  Office 
Public  Record  Office 
Public  Works  Loan  Commission  ... 
Registrar  General's  Office ... 
StationeiT  Office  and  Pzintiag 
Woods,  VorwUL&c  Offioe  of 
Wotfcs    and    PnUio  Boildingi, 

OflSeeot 
Secret  Smrviee    ...  „ 

Scotland  :— 

Secretary  for  Scotland 

FisheryBoard  

Lunacy  Commisnon 
R^Ctatrar  General's  Offioe... 
Board  of  SuperrisioD 

Ireland : — 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Household 
Chief  Secretary  and  Subordinate 

Departments  ... 
Charitable  D<Hiations  andBequeite 

Office..         ...  ^ 
Local  Government  Board 
Public  Record  Office 
FubUc  Works  Office 
RegiBtrar  General's  Office... 
Twuation  and  Boundary  Surrey  ... 

Class  ni. 

United  Kingdom  and  Ti!iiglBnd  i— 

Law  Charges     ...  .„ 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 

Land  Rwistry  ... 

County  Courts  ... 

Police  Courts  (London  and  Bhen^ 

nees)  ...         ...  ... 

Police,  Fng^dand  Wales 
Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies... 
Beformaton  and  Industrial  Schools, 

Great  Britain  

BEoadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Aqrlum 
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20,000 
6,000 
1^ 

15,000 


15,000 

15,000 
15,000 
17,000 
13,000 
260,000 
25,000 
25,000 
1,000 


Scotland:— 

Law  ChaiveB  and  Courts  of  Law  ... 
BeguterHoose  ... 
Crofters  CommiMion 
Friaong,  Sootlmd... 

Ireland: — 
Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Proaaon- 
tiona  ... 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicatory  and 

<^er  Legal  Departments 
Land  Commiaaion 
Conoty  Court  OfBoeiB,  &0. 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  &o.  ... 
Coostabulan 
Prisons,  Irdand  ... 
Reformatonr  and  Industrial  Schools 
Dnndnun  Quainal  Lunatic  Asylum 

Glasb  IV. 
United  Kingdom  and  England 

Public   Education,   England    and  £ 
Wales    1,150,000 

Science    and    Art  Departnmit, 
United  Kingdom 

British  Museum  ... 

National  Gallery .,, 

Natiraal  Portrait  OaUery  

Sdenttflc  InTeatigations,  &o.}  United 
Kingdom 

Universities  and  Colleges,  Qmt 

Britain 
Londui  Universt^ 

Scotland:— 

PabHo  Education  

National  Gallery  

Ireland : — 
Public  Education. . . 
Bndowad  Schools  CommisHMiera 

National  Qallny  

Queen's  Cdl^ea  

Glass  V. 

Diplomatic  Services  and  Cousolar 

Services    90,000 

Slave  Trade  Services    200 

Colonial  Services,  including  South 

Africa    25,000 

Subsidies  to  Telegruh  CompanieSi 

&c    ...      ^       ...        7.  16,000 

Class  VI. 

Buperannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances ...    100,000 

Uerehant    Seamen's  Fund  Pen- 

aioDB,  &0.        ...         ...        ...  2,500 

Friendly  Societies  Defioieney       ...  —  — 
MlsoeUaneons  Charitable  and  other 

Allowanees,  Great  Britain       ...  600 

Pauper  Lnutios,  Ireland...        ...  46,000 

Ho^itala  and  Cnarities,  Inland  ...  fi^OOO 

Oufis  vn. 

Temporary  Commisdou  ...        ...  6,000 

Miscellaneoos  E^enses  ...         ...  2,000 

Pleuro-Pneumonia         ...        ...  20,000 

Highlands  and  Islands  of  Bootland..-  5,000 

OUMgo  Bdiifattion         ...  6^ 


160,000 
87,000 
8,000 
400 

4,000 

80,600 


..  150,000 
400 


180,000 
150 
500 
1,600 


Repayments  to  the  Civil  Contin- 
geneiee  Fnnd 


Total  for  Civil  Serrioes 


£3,202,350 


Bbvbnub  Depabtmentb. 

£ 

Custmns...        ...        ...        ...  100,000 

Inland  Bereaoe  ...  «.  VXiJlOO 

PostOfBoe    600,000 

Post  Office  Packet  , Service  ...  180^000 
Post  Office  Telf^pha    ...         ...  450,000 

Total  for  Revenue  Departments  £1,430,000 

Grand  Total...  £4^632,360 


Besolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  ■  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Beso- 
lution." 

(6.37.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEOEGE  (Car- 
naiTon,  &c.) :  During  the  discusBion 
last  night  the  subject  of  Welsh  mining 
royalties  was  mentioned,  and  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  was  good  enough 
to  promise  to  inquire  into  the  royal- 
ties imposed  on  Orovm  tenants  m  that 
part  of  the  country.  A  paUicinqmry 
was  held,  and  it  was  falfy  reported  in 
the  local  papers,  and  what  I  de^re 
this  afternoon  is  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  if  he  is  prepared  to  let 
us  have  that  Beport.  If  that  is  done  I 
shall  not  press  the  matter  further; 
otherwise  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
remove  a  reduction  in  order  that  this 
matter  may  be  fully  discussed. 

(6.39.)  The  CHANCBLLOB  of 
THE  BXCHEQUEB  (Mr.  Goschen, 
St.  Geoi^e's,  Hanover  Square)  :  I 
have  not  seen  the  Beport  myself,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  any  objeotion 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  seeing  it.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  let  him  see  it  if 
he  will  apply  to  me. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGB  :  I  shall  not 
proceed  farther  in  the  matter. 

(6.40.)  Mb.  BOBEBTSON  (Don- 
dee)  :  Earlier  in  iAxB  week  I  mentitxied 
a  case  to  the  House  which  I  think 
comes  under  the  Law  of  Cons^raoy. 
The  Government  have  insisted  on 
maintaining  that  law  in  its  present 
.position,  and  have  refused  to  nadw  tit* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


409     Svpply-^Civil  Services,    {31  Mat,  1892} 


dc.  Eetimates.  410 


Amendment  we  deaired.  I  do  not 
challenge  iJieir  right  to  do  that ;  but  I 
do  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  the  law  is 
Administered  equally,  and  I  maintain 
also  that  the  law  is  not  equally 
administered.  I  called  attention  the 
other  day  to  the  fact  that  three  men, 
who  had  obtained  service  in  the 
employment  of  a  certain  Bail- 
way  Company,  were  dismissed 
at  the  instance  of  a  combiiaa- 
tion  called  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
If  this  alliance  of  farmers  did  combine 
to  deprive  these  men  of  their  situations, 
undoubtedly  they  are  guilty  according 
to  the  Law  of  Criminal  Conspiracy,  and 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  that  the  law 
should  be  put  in  force  against  them. 
The  law  is  enforced  against  poorpeople, 
and  I  think  it  should  also  do  enforced 
a^nst  those  who  are  oomparatlTely 
ruh.  I  see  that  three  laboorers  are 
being  prosecuted  for  preventing  another 
labourer  from  following  his  lawful  em- 
ployment, and  we  heard  the  other  day 
of  ajneeting  being  proclaimed  because 
it  was  said  to  be  an  unlawful  conspiracy. 
This  law  is  always  set  in  motion  against 
poor  men,  but  poor  men  cannot  move 
the  Attorney  General  to  act.  In  cases 
of  this  kind  the  Government  ought  to 
be  the  Attorney  General  of  the  poor. 
Surely  this  is  a  matter  that  might  be 
taken  up  by  the  FubHc  Prosecutor,  but 
that  foDctioDary  seems  to  Iw  something 
more  or  less  of  a  constitutiond 
mystery,  and  it  is  far  from  me  to  say 
what  is  within  the  line  of  his  duty.  The 
Attorney  General  told  me  the  other 
day  that  the  facts  laid  before  him  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  point.  I  did  not  want 
his  o;^ani(m.  What  I  want  to  call 
attention  to  is  that  this  law  is  ratforced 
against  labooren  and  poor  funmers, 
and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  step  in  for  protection 
ot  the  poor  in  a  case  like  that  I  have 
msntimed. 

(6.43.)  Thb  FIEST  LORD  op  the 
TfiEASUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  £.) :  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tiiat  the  laws  should  be 
equally  administered,  and  that  no  class 
favonr  should  be  shown.  But  what 
machinery  there  is  at  the  disposal  of. 


the  Gkmmment  in'a  matter  of  this  kind 
I  am  not  sufficient  of  a  lawyer  to 
know.  I  will,  however,  inquire  into 
the  matter. 

(6.44.)  Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.^  :  I 
should  Uke  to  ask  whether  the  Labour 

Commission  proposes  to  hold  sittings 
in  Ireland  to  give  the  agricultural 
labourers  an  opportunity  of  tendering 
their  evidence  ? 

•The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Sir  Michaei.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  As  a  member  of  the 
Commission,  I  may  say  that  that  sub- 
ject is  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Commission,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  one  or  more  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners will  be  appointed  to  conduct 
inquiries  in  Ircdand. 

(6.45.)  Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  wants  and  requirements  of  the 
fishermen  on  our  southern  coasts, 
whose  interests  I  have  already  asked 
that  the  Government  should  safeguard. 
The  French  fishermen  come  over  in  their 
steam  trawlers  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  and  their  operations  go  far  to 
destroy  the  mackerel  fishing  off  the 
coast.  Sir  Thomas  Brady,  whose  ser- 
vices are  not  now  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Dublin  Office,  said  that  these  prac- 
tices if  continued  would  seriously 
damage  the  mackerel  fishing.  The 
importance  of  the  Irish  fisheries  needs 
no  demonstration,  but  it  is  absurd  that  , 
with  all  our  care,  with  all  the  endeavours 
of  Baroness  Btirdett  -  Coutts  and 
others  to  encourage  this  industry,  we 
should  allow  these  depredations  of 
foreign  fishermen.  If  an  Irish  fishing 
smack  chances  to  enter  a  French  har- 
bour with  fish  on  board,  even  though 
there  is  no  intention  of  sale,  the  fish 
is  subjected  to  heavy  dues ;  yet  here 
are  the  French  fishermen  permitted  to 
reap  the  harvest  of  our  Irish  seas  un- 
checked. I  hope  the  newly  appointed 
Board,  to  which  two  Members  of  our 
Division  will  be  added,  will  take  this 
matter  into  serious  consideration.  I 
want  an  expression  of  (^dnlon  from  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  as  to  whe- 
ther any  steps  will  be  taken  to  safe- 
guard this  valuable  Irish  industry-. 
paat  year  I  was  told  that  the  thrve- 
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mile  limit  prevented  any  ftteps  being 
taken,  but  these  French  trawlers  I  am 
informed  come  inside  the  limits  of  the 
fishing  banks. 

(6.48.)  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "That  this  House  dotb 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Iwsolution,"putaocordingiy,  andagreed 
to. 


Liability  BiU. 


412 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT (re-committed-)  BILL.~(No.  279.) 
COUUITTEE. 

CSonsidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 
Clause  3. 

Mb.  LAWBENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
oromby) :  The  clause  I  have  to  propose 
is  the  result  of  a  compromise  arrived  at 
between  shipowners  and  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill.  Shipowners  have,  I  think, 
met  the  promoters  very  fairly  in  this 
matter.  The  shipowning  interest  has 
been  the  subject  of  much  le^slation  in 
recent  years,  and  under  the  present  law 
sailors  having  a  grievance  as  to  the 
amount  or  quality  of  the  food  supplied 
have  a  remedy  in  their  hands.  They 
may  apply  to  a  British  Consul  or  to  the 
captain  of  any  of  Her  Majesty'svessels, 
and  if  the  complaint  is  weU  founded 
then  the  fact  is  entered  in  the  log. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  know 
that  there  was  any  occasion  for  the 
BiU,  but  seeing  tlmt  it  is  before  the 
House  we  have  met  the  promote  in  a 

X'dt  of  compromise,  of  which  this 
use  is  the  result. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pa^e  1,  line  19j  to  leave  out  after  "  Horn," 
to  "  satislaction,"  in  line  26,  and  inseii  "  the 
pretoribed  officer  shall  in  the  prewtribed 
manner,  and  belore  Bhipnant  whenever 
praotacable,  inspect  tiie  barrels  of  beel  and 
porit,  |^*eBerTed  meat  and  ve^tables  in  tins 
and  the  casks  of  flour  or  biscuits  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  crews  of  such  ships,  and  shall 
in  the  prescribed  maiwar,  if  satisQed  that  they 
are  fit  for   sodt   oie,  oertifjr  the  same 

JDr.  Tanmr 


The  prescribed  officer  may  at  any  time  pro- 
ceed on  board  a  ship  to  ascertun  whether  the 
Btores  atfd  water  provided  have  been  duly 
inspected  or,  if  no^  whether  they  are  of  a 
quality  fit  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  such 
ship.  If  he  flnds  the  same  not  to  have  been 
inspected,  and  defloieDt  in  quality,  he  shall 
dentin  tiie  ship  until  such  defects  are  remedied 
to  his  aatisfacUon." — (Jfr.  Laterence.} 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the 
BiU. 


Clauses  4  and  5  agreed  to. 

New  Clause — 

Rules  to  be  laid  belore  Parliament. 
"  All  rules  made  under  this  Act  shall  be  laid 
before  Parliament  within  three  weeks  after 
they  am  made,  if  Parliament  be  then  sitting, 
and  if  Parliament  be  not  then  sitting,  within 
three  weeks  after  the  beginning  of  the  then 
next  meeting  of  Pariiament,  and  shaU  not 
ctnne  into  operation  until  th^  have  Iain  for 
forty  days  before  both  Himses  of  Fariiament 
dunog  the  Session  of  FttUament,"— (Jfr. 
William  ff.  Cross,') 

— ^brought  up,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

.  Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL OKDER(BATHOATB  WATER) 

BILL.— (No.  m) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  14)  BILL.— (No.  358.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SALMON  FISHERIES  (IBELAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  112.) 
Beported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  236.] 

Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  Thoi^iBday,  and  to 
be  printed.  [BiU  388.] 

BARGE  OWNERS,  fte.,  LIABIUTY  BILL 
(Na  211.) 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee. 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
XNo.  237.] 
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Report  to  lie  apon  the  Table,  and  to 

be  printed.  [No.  237.] 

Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  Friday,  and  to  be 
pnnted.  [Bill  390.] 

CORONERS'  ;  DEPUTIES  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered. 
An  Amendment  made. 

It  being  Seven  of  the  clock,  Further 
Proceeding  on  Consideration,  as 
amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this  day, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  suspended  the 
Sitting  until  Nine  of  the  clock. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [iords]. 

(Standing  Ordersnot  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speakeb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with — ^namely.  Regent's  Canal, 
City,  and  Docks  Railway  Bill  [Lords] . 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 


MUNICIPAL  corporations  (NEW 

CHARTERS). 
Copy  presented, — of  Charter  of  In- 
corporation for  the  Borough  of  Widnes 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  apon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (DEPTFORD). 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  of  the 
London  County  Council  altering  the 
Polling  Districts  of  the  Borough  of 
Deptford  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EDUCATION  (EVENING  SCHOOLS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Minute  of  the; 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education, 
dated  31st  May  1892,  establishing  a 
Code  of  Regulations  for  Evening 
Schools  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


AFRICA  (No.  4,  1892). 
Copy  presented, — of  Papers  relating 
to  the  Mombasa  Railway  Survey  and 
Uganda  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CHARITABLE  TRUSTS  (RECOVERY) 
ACT,  1891. 
Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House : — 

Copy  of  Rules  of  the  Supreme 
Court  under  the  Act  dated  27th  May 
1892  [by  Act] . 

MOTIONS. 


london  county  council  (aenekal 
powers)  bill. 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  LoDdon, 
County  Council  (Qeneral  Powers)  Bill,  Stand- 
ing Orders  84, 214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  oonsidera- 
tion,  provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been 
previously  deposited.— (Ifr.  Caldwell). 

Bin  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243 
be  suspended.— (Jfr.  CatdwelL) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

WATS  AND  HEAN8. 
BeB(datioii[30th  May],  repmrted,  snd  agreed 
to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Courtney,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  Bir  John  Qorst. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 

land  coumissionebs  (ireland) 
[salaries]  . 
Resolution  [30th  May],  reported,  sod  agreed 

to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Courtney,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland. 

LOCAL  OOVERNHENT  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
(no.    16)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  the  Rural  Sanitary  District 
of  the  Hemsworth  Union,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Long  aad  Mr.  Ritchie. 

BiU presented, BMlflrtt time.  [BiU  367.] 
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FUBXiIO  ACTHOBZTIBB   PROTECTION  BILIi. 
[Lords.] 

Bead  the  first  time,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
889.] 

FISEtma  IN  FBESH  WATER  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  BUI  to 
provide  for  public  rights  of  Fishery  in  Fresh 
Water,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Lloyd-Oeorge,  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Brans. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  391.] 

ItUn)  LAW  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Qark,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Land  in  Scotland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  McDonald^ 
Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  Mr.  Dalziel,  Mr. 
Fhilipps,  and  Mr.  Maedonald  Cameron. 
.  BinpreBented,aiidreadfir8ttime.[BiU392.] 

CEKETEBIES  BATINQ  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stephens,  Bill  to  amend 
the  liaw  for  the  Bating  of  certain  Cemeteries, 
ordwed  to  be  brooght  in  by  Mr.  Stephens, 
Mr.  Tomlinson,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Hctui,  Captain  Bowles,  and  Mr. 
Fowdl-Williami. 

Bill  assented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  39a] 


FABU  BEBTANTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  Eefty,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  housing  of  Farm  Servants  on 
Farms  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brongbc  in 
by  Mr.  Seymour  Keay,  Mr.  Angus  dnth^and, 
Dr.  Cbrk,  and  Mr.  CaldwdL 

BUI  presented,  and  read  flrsttime.  [Bill  391] 

croftebb'  holdings  (Scotland)  bill. 

Od  Motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  Keay,  Bill  to 
extend  and  amend  Uie  Crofters'  Holding* 
(Scotland)  Acts,  ordered  to  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Seymour  Keay,  Dr.  Caark,  Mr.  Cnninghame 
Oraluun,  Dr.  BWgnhargon,  and  Mr.  Honter. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  395w] 


EVENING  SITTING. 


Notice  taken,  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present ;  House  counted,  and 
forty  Members  not  being  present- 
House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
after  Mine  o'eloek. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  1st  June,  1892. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock ;  and  at  half-past  Twelve  the 
House  was  told  by  Mr.  Sfeaeeb,  and 
Twelve  Members  only  being  present, 
Mr.  Sfeaebb  retired  from  the  Chair 


until  One  <tf  the  clook.  when  the  Honae 
was  again  told  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and, 
Nineteen  Members  only  being  present, 
Mr.  Speakeb  again  retired  from  the 
Chair  until  Four  of  the  clock,  when  the 
House  was  again  told  by  Mr.  Spbakbb, 
and  Thirty-five  Members  only  being 
present,  the  House  was  adjourned  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  without  Question  put, 
tiU  To-morrow. 
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Rates  and  Chargos  Provisional  Order 
[Glasgow  and  South  Western,  &c.] 
Bill ;  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  [Great  North  of  Soot- 
land]  ^ifX ;  Railway  Rates  and  Charges 
Provisional  Order  [Highland]  Bill  ; 
Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Metropolitan,  &c.]  BiU;  Rail- 
way Rates  and  Charges  Provifflonal 
Order  [North  Eastern,  &c.]  Bill; 
Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [North  British,  Ac]  Bill ;  Rail- 
way Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Caledonian,  Sui.]  Bill ;  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Provisional  Order 
[Milnathort  Water]  BiU. 


PRIVATB  BILLS. 

Mond, "  That  Standing  Orders  Nob.  143  ind 
143a  be  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  Bills  to 
be  read  a  third  time  this  da;  to  which  the  uud 
Orders  apply,  provided  amended  prints  ot  the 
Bills  be  deposit()d  before  tiie  Third  Reading." 
— (The  Chairman  of  Committee^.') 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Eleven 
o'tdoek,  to  Monday,  the  13th  iost.,  a 
quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday,  2nd  June,  1892. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — DubHn 
Barracks  Improvement  Bill ;  Railway 
Rates  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
^jancashire  and  Yorkshire,  &o.]  Bill ; 
Railway  Bates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [North  London]  Bill;  Railway 
Rates  and  Ghan;es  ProvisiouaJ  Order 
[North  Stafibrdshire,  Ac]  Bill;  Railway 
Rates  and  Chains  Provisional  Order 
[Brecon  and  Merthyr  Tydfil  Junction, 
Bill ;  Railway  Rates  and  Charges 
Provisional  Order  [Festiniog,  &c.]  BiU ; 
Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West 
Riding  Junction]  Bill ;  Railway  Rates 
and  Charges  Provisional  Order  [Lon- 
don, Tilbury,  and  Southend,  &c.]  BiU : 
Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lin- 
colndiire,  &c.l  Bill;  Railway  Rates 
uid  Chaj^ges  FroviaionaJ.  Order  [Cam- 
brian, &c.]  Bill ;  Railway  Rates  uid 
Charges  Provisional  Order  [Cleator  and 
Workington  Junction.  &c.]  BiU  ;  Rail- 
way Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Isle  of  Wight,  &c.]  Bill ;  Rail- 
way Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [Callander  and  Oban]  Bill ; 
Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  [City  of  Glasgow  Union]  BiU; 
Railway  Rates  uid  Charges  Proviaiooal 
Order  [ForoesB,  Ac.]  BiU;  Bs^way 

VOL.  V.  [POUETH  BBBDBS.] 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


LONDON  COUNTY COUNCIL(GENERAL 

POWERS)  BILL  (by  Order). 
THIRD  BEADING.     [AOJOUBHED  DEBATK.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [Slst  May],  "That 
the  BiU  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(3.5.)  Mb.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell, 
Peckham) :  Before  this  Bill  is  read 
a  third  time  I  desire  to  offer  a  few 
observations  both  on  acoount  of  the 
character  of  the  BiU  itself  and  particu- 
larly on  account  of  the  R^mrt  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Lon- 
don County  Council,  which  reflects  dis- 
respectfuUy  upon  this  House  and  the 
action  of  the  Committee  to  whom  this 
BiU  was  referred,  and  which  contains 
a  statement  so  recklessly  untrue  that 
unless  it  is  corrected  as  publicly  as  it 
is  made  is  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public.  This  Report  begins  a  com- 
plaint against  the  House  of  Commons 
for  its  practice  of  referring  London 
County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bills 
to  Hybrid  Committees.  Now,  I  wish 
to  point  out  the  reason  why  the  House 
refers  these  BiUs  to  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee is  that  the  London  County 
Council  year  after  year  persists  in  try- 
ing to  change  by  clauses  in  a  Private 
Bill  the  general  law  of  the  country. 
That  is  a  practice  which  this  House 
naturaUy  resents,  and  which  I  hope  it 
wiU  never  simction,  and  it  is  weU  worth 
considering    whether    the  Standing 
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Orders  of  the  House  should  not  be 
amended  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent 
these  annual  attempts  by  a  MunicipaL 
Authority  to  change  by  a  Private  Bill 
the  public  law  of  the  country.  Then 
the  Report  goes  on  to  complain  of  the 
composition  of  that  Committee,  and  it 
is  stated,  apparently  as  a  matter 
of  grievance,  that  the  Govern- 
ment nominated  a  majority  of 
that  Committee.  I  suppose  the  I^ndon 
County  Coonoil  thinks  that  the  majority 
in  this  House  ought  to  be  in  a  minority 
on  a  Committee  ;  but.  Sir,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  and  I  suppose  by  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  "whips,"  the 
Conservative  Party  actually  were  in  a 
minority  on  that  Committee;  for  out  of 
nine  members  they  were  only  four, 
including  the  Chairman .  Then  the 
Beport  goes  on  to  say — and  this  is  the 
most  aadacioiw  of  its  mis-statements — 

"  Hie  effect  of  the  Comuktee's  decision  in 
reference  to  the  Cromwell  Koad  Bridge  being 
carried  out  would  be  to  leave  the  whole  special 
benefit  or  increased  rental  of  at  least  £3.000 
or  £4,000  a  year,  resulting  from  thecarr\-ing 
out  of  the  improvement  in  the  handn  of  the 
Undowners  of  'Fulham,  out  of  whirh  Bpecii4 
increased  rental  the  Bill  proposed  to  inter- 
oept  only  £880  per  annom?' 

•I  confess  I  stand  ajfhast  at  the  colossal 
audacity,  the  monumental  liatrtihood, 
of  this  mis-statement.  The  decision  of 
the  Committee  was  that  the  part  of  the 
Preamble  which  related  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  special  "betterment"  rate 
was  not  proved.  The  efifect  of  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  was  to  leave 
the  London  County  Council  perfectly 
free  to  carry  out  this  improvement,  if 
they  chose,  in  the  ordinary  way  in  which 
Metropolitan  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  in  London  during  the  last 
thirty  years.  It  was  shown,  in  the 
oonrse  of  our  inquiry — I  beheve  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  —  that,  if  the  London 
County  Council  had  chosen  to  buy  and 
xe-sell  ttw  land  contiguous  to  the  bridge 
fb  might  have  pocketed  the  betterment 
itseU.  It  WM  at  the  same  time  shown 
that  the  increased  assessment  whi<di 
"would  follow  from  the  rise  in  value  on 
adjoining  property  in  houses  would  have 
thrown  probably  more  than  the  cost  on 
those  actually  benefited  by  thisimprove- 
ment.  The  London  County  Council  did 
not  <dioose  to  take  that  course;  it  did 
dot  olUMse  to  carry  oat  this  impiove- 
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ment  in  the  ordinanr  way  in  which 
improvements  have  been  carried  out 
during  two  generations.  The  Londou 
County  Council  is  now  sulking  like  a 
spoiled  child.  For  the  second  time  in 
two  years  the  Londou  County  Council 
has  refused  to  carry  out  a  metropoUtan 
improvement  universally  desirad,  an 
improvement  much  needed,  simply  be- 
cause Parliament  has  refused  to  allow 
the  Council  to  tax  ground  landlords'  in 
ah  unjust  and  unworkable  manner. 
The  Lcmdon  County  Council  has  now 
practically  abdicated  its  primary  fmic- 
tions  as  a  Metropolitan  Authority — 
there  is  no  Metropolitan  Authority  ;  the 
London  County  Council  has  abdicated 
its  functions  as  an  Improvement  Autho- 
rity— and  has  actually  allowed  a  private 
company  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
powers  to  widen  Parliament  Street. 
Since  1889,  the  ill-starred  year  of  its 
birth,  the  London  County  Council  has 
not  carried  out  one  single  metropolitan 
improvement  of  any  importance  what- 
ever ;  it  is  no  Governing  Body  for  Lon- 
don' ;  it  is  nothing  but  a  revolutionary 
debating  society.  This  may  be  the 
last  time  I  shall  speak  in  this  House 
upon  the  London  County  Council,  and 
I  would  say  this  :  So  long  as  there  is  a 
Conservative  majority  in  this  House, 
London  ratepayers  may  indulge  with 
impunity  their  wayward  whims  if  they 
choose;  but  if  with  a  Radical  County 
Council  we  have  a  Radical  majority 
here  to  aid  and  abet  it — instead  of  a 
majority  to  check  and  control  the  Ixm- 
don  County  Council — then  London  will 
have  a  rude  awakening,  and  possibly 
Londoners  may  then  appreciate  the 
efforts — unrewarded,  but  not,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  altogether  unavailing — I 
have  made  from  time  to  time  for  their 
protection,  and  may  then  recognise 
that  the  strongest  language  I  have  used 
against  the  London  County  Council 
falls  very  far  short  indeed  of  its 
deserts. 

(3.14.)  Mb.  HUNTEB  (Abeideen, 
N.) :  I  think  that  the  oourse  taken  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  impieoedented. 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  a  role  in  this 
House  for  a  Member  of  a  Committee 
on  a  Private  Bill  to  have  the  Third 
Beading  of  that  Bill  poetponed  for 
two  days  in  order  that  he  may 
{vepaie  a  ^eet^  to  exhibit  Ms 
anirnns  against  tibe  Cooiity  Council 
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of  Londoa.    The  poeition  of  the  hon. 
Member  is  peculiar.   He  is  at  present 
Member  for  a  London  oonstitnency ; 
bat  whether  it  is  Uiat  the  oonstitoency 
has  no  confidmce  in  its  Member,  or  the 
Member  has  no  confidence  in  his  con- 
stituency, I  do  not  know ;  but  I  under- 
stand the  hon.  Member  will  not  woo 
the  sufErages  of  the  people  of  Peckh&m 
At  the  next  election,  but  will  turn  his 
Affections  to  a  more  northern  latitude. 
What  is  his  position  in  regard  to  this 
Bill  ?  .  He  is  the  last  person  who 
should  bring  this  matter  before  the 
House,  for  he  and  those  who  voted  with 
him  are  solely  re^nmble  for  the  delay 
Tfhioh  will  occur  in  the  cfurcying  out  of 
these  admittedly  argent  and  necessary 
improvements.     This  question  came 
heiote  the  London  County  Council,  and 
the  proposal  was    accepted    by  an 
enormous  majority — a  majority  which 
if  translated  into  what  woiild  be  corre- 
sponding figures  in  this  House  would  be 
represented  by  400  against  24.  This 
was  tlw  proportionate  majority  of  the 
Council   supp(niing    the  application 
4>f  the  betterment  principle  of  the 
•Cromwell  Boad  improvement.   I  am 
not  a  fanatical  admirer  of  "better- 
nient " ;  in  fact,  when  the  Committee 
■commenced  its  sittings,  I  had  a  very 
-hazy  and  imperfect  notion  of  what  the 
principle  was.    I  had  the  advantage, 
itherefore,  of  coming  to  the  subject 
with  a  mind  not  preoccupied  by  pre- 
judice or  partiality.    But,  I  must  say, 
if  aver  there  was  a  case  to  which  the 
principle  of  betterment  might  be  ap- 
plied— if  ever  there  was  a  case  con- 
•closively  proved — it  was  the  prin- 
•ciple  of  betterment  applied  to  this  im- 
provement.    It   was  a  remarkable 
-case ;    it    was  a  case    in  which 
the  owners  of  the  land  principally 
Affected  had  themselves  in  1884  gone  to 
the  expense  of  £2,000  in  procuring  an 
Act  of  Parliament  to  build  a  bridge  to 
•connect  the  parish  of  Folham  with 
<!romwell  Boad,  and  again  in  1887  they 
went  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  and  offered  to  pay  a  large  pro- 
portion of  what  was  then  deemed  the 
neceawTjr  oost  of  such  a  bridge.  It  was 
shown  Uiat  the  bridge  would  undoubt- 
edly increase  the  valae  of  the  neigh- 
boimng  property.    The  Council,  there- 
fore, may  be  said  to  have  made  a  fair 
proposal  in  apportioning  the  oost — one- 


third  to  the  pariah  of  Folham,  one- 
third  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  MattopoAsn 
generally,  and  one-third  to  the  owners 
of  property  benefited.   Not  only  so; 
the  proposal  was  limited  so  that,  onlees. 
it  was  proved  that  a  special  increase  of 
value  had  accrued  from  the  building  of 
the  bridge,  no  charge  was  to  be  im- 
posed upon    the    leaseholders  and 
owners.    Now,  the  Committee  never 
reached  the  stage  of  examination  into 
the  details  proposed  by  the  London 
County  Council  for  the  purpose  ot 
carrying  out  the  principle  adopted;  ^ey 
never  reached  those  details,  beoauae  cm 
the  preliminary  point  the  Committee 
decided  against  the  principle.  The  hon. 
Member  nas  said  that  Conservatives 
were  in  a  minority  on  the  Committee, 
and  this,  though  true  in  form,  is  not 
true  in  fact,  because  there  was  a  Liberal 
Unionist  on  the  Conunittee  more  Tory 
than  the  Tories  themselves,  so  it  was  a 
Party  majority.    Every  Member  of  the 
other  Party  was  prepared  to  allow 
there  was  a  case  for  consideration.  Tfa% 
Committee  were  not  pledged  to  details, 
but  the  majority  decided  absolutely 
they  would  not  have  the  principle  of 
bettermeni^  brought  in   any  form, 
under  consideration.    The  hon.  Mem- 
her    has    taken    exception    to  the 
statement ;  but  I  say  it  is  perfectly* 
correct ;  for  there  was  the  evidence 
before  us  that  the  enhanced  value  that 
would  accrue  from  houses  in  a  linq 
with  the  bridge  would  be  probably 
;£3,000  a  year,  and  that  the  maximum 
chai^  imposed  would  not  exceed  £80Q 
a  year — somewhat  less  than  a  third  of 
the  benefit    obtained.    Now,  I  am 
not  quarrelling  with  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Member;  he  is  just  as  much 
entitled  to  his  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  taxation  as  I  am  to  mine,  out 
I  do  entirely  disagree  with  his  view 
that  the  person  to    pay  for  these 
improvements  is  the  occupier.    I  know 
that  on  a  recent  occasion  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  told  the  House  that 
in  his  opinion  the  rates  in  towns  came 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  occujuers,  an4 
the  view  of  the  hon.  Memlw  is  that 
the  improvements  in  the  landlord's 
property  should  oome  out  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  occupier.  (".No!")  In 
consequence  of  these  improvements  the 
occupiers  would  have  to  pay  higher 
rents,    and  when  the  rate  and  taip 
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collectors  come  round  they  would 
require  higher  rates  and  taxes.  So  by 
giving  effect  to  the  view  of  the  hon. 
Member,  it  would  throw  the  whole 
burden  on  the  occupiers. 

Mb.  BATJMANN  :  Certainly  not. 

Mb.  HUNTER:  I  am  amazed, 
knowing  the  contents  of  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  conceive  how  else  the  hon. 
Member's  words  can  be  construed.  If 
no  share  of  the  burden  is  thrown  on 
the  leaseholders  and  owners,  it  must 
all  fall  on  the  occupiers  of  the  Metro- 
polis. These  are,  shortly,  the  factsof  the 
case,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  I  think  a 
grave  responsibility  attaches  to  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  friends  in  standing 
in  the  way  of  these  public  improve- 
ments. If  the  principle  of  better- 
ment were  more  doubtful  than  it  is — 
I  think  it  is  entirely  justified  ,  on  its 
merits — but  if  it  were  more  doubtful 
than  it  is  it  would  be  a  very 
strong  measure  for  a  Party  in  this 
House,  at  the  close  of  this  Parlia- 
ment ,  to  defy  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
the  electors  of  London.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  understand  the  mysteries  of  London 
elections ;  but  as  an  outsider  it  strikes 
me  as  extremely  curious  the  elec- 
tors of  London  having  only  this 
year  appointed  a  body  to  carry  on 
their  local  government,  and  returned 
an  overwhelming  majority  pledged  to 
the  principle  of  betterment;  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  elected  at  a 
much  earlier  period,  and  therefore, 
perhaps,  not  representing  the  present 
opinion  of  the  constituencies,  should 
now  set  themselves  to  thwart,  frus- 
trate, and  obstruct  the  will  of  the 
people  of  London  expressed  by  the 
body  in  whom  the  people  have  oonfi- 

*(3.24.)  Mb.  KIMBBB  (Wands- 
worth) :  The  hon.  Member  has  thought 
fit  to  take  my  hon.  Friend  to  task  for 
taking  an  unusual  step ;  but  if  I  wanted 
justification  for  that  course,  even  if  it 
were  exceptional,  I  should  find  it  in  the 
words  of  the  County  Council  in  respect 
to  the  Bill ;  and  I  think,  if  it  were  worth 
our  while  to  be  thin-skinned  and  to 
ask  your  attention.  Sir,  to  the  words 
as  a  breach  of  Privilege,  we  should  be 
justified  in  doing  so.  Two  Members  of 
the  Committee  are  singled  out  and 
their  conduct  criticised  in  a  manner 
that  would  seem  to  justify  such  an 
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appeal  to  the  House  ;  but  I  do  not  con-; 
descend  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  it 
constitutes  a  breach  of  the  Privileges 
of  this  House.  I  prefer  to  treat  it 
with  the  contempt  it  deserves;  bat,  at 
the  same  time,  in  justice  we  are- 
entitled  to  explain  and  justify  the- 
course  we  adopted.  My  hon.  Friend- 
has  referred  to  the  ^port  of  the- 
County  Council  as  a  misstatement,  and 
he  has  not  exaggerated.  The  Eeport 
speaks  of  two  Members  having 
strenuously  opposed  the  Bill.  In- 
accordance  with  the  practice  which- 
has  grown  up  in  ParUament — o£ 
which  the  Beport  speaks  contempt 
tuously — the  Bill  was  referred  to  a- 
Hybrid  Committee,  and  the  Besolution- 
goes  on  to  say  that  one  of  vb- 
not  only  strenuously  opposed  th» 
Bill  —  which  we  did  and  we- 
were  perfectly  justified  in  doing  so — 
but  that  one  of  us  moved  the  r^erenoe- 
of  the  Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Committee. 
Now,  neither  of  us  did  anything  of  the- 
kind.  My  hon.  Friend  moved  thfr 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  because  it  con- 
tained a  proposal  to  over-rule  the 
general  law  of  the  land.  It  was  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Chelsea- 
(Mr.  Whitmore)  who  moved  the  refer- 
ence of  the  Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Oom> 
mittee,  and  he  was  not  on  the  Com- 
mittee. The  right  hon.  Baronet  tha^ 
Chairman  of  the  London  Comity 
Council  (Sir  John  Lubbock)  assented  to- 
that  course,  and,  in  fact,  I  think  pro- 
posed it.  This  was  not  all.  The  Report 
goes  on  to  say  that,  having  regard  to- 
what  had  taken  place  before  the- 
Committee,  and  to  our  having  thought 
fit  to  reject  the  new  principle  of 
taxation,  the  Council  left  the  Com- 
mittee to  proceed  as  it  thon^t  fit. 
This  they  did  not  do.  Their  counsel 
stated  that  as  the  Committee  did  not 
think  fit  to  sanction  the  new  mode  of* 
taxation  proposed  by  the  County 
Council,  he  would  withdraw  this  Crom- 
well Boad  improvement  altogether. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts  of  their  pro- 
posal? It  was  not,  as  pretended,  a 
method  of  imposing  part  of  a  bmrden  on 
persons  who  would  be  benefited  by  the- 
improvement  in  question ;  it  was  a  case- 
of  an  improvement  in  which  the  County 
Council,  tyy  their  own  evidence,  showed 
that  the  improvement  itsdf  would  be- 
not  a  burden,  but  a  source  of  income- 
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to  the  rates  of  the  paxish.  The  Crom- 
wel!  £oad  Bridge  was  to  cost  £66,000, 
■the  repayment  of  which,  with  intcurest, 
was  represented  by  an  annuity  of 
£2,425  for  sixty  years.  That  was  the 
extent  of  the  burden  on  the  parish  of 
Fulham  and  the  Metropolis,  between 
whom  it  would  be  divided.  It  was 
-djown  that  the  annual  rateable  rental 
-in  Fulham  would  be  increased  by  the 
improTements  to  a  greater  extent  than 
•t^s£2,425.  The  figures  showed  that  the 
rating  would  be  increased  by  £21,000. 
Now,  the  normal  rate  in  Fulham  is 
:iux  shillings  in  the  pound  per  annum, 
which  includes  the  MetropoUtan  rate, 
estimated  at  half  that  amount,  so 
that  three  shillings  is  the  parish 
■rate  and  three  shillings  the  Metro- 
jiolitan  rate.  Now,  six  shillings 
■on  £21,000  increased  value  would 
■jield  an  increase  of  revenue  of  £6,300 
a  year.  Half  of  this  would  be  for  the 
^parish,  enabhng  them  to  that  extent 
to  keep  down  the  rates ;  and,  setting  off 
'against  this  the  debt  of  £2,425  a 
■ypar,  it  was  admitted  there  was  a 
net  gain  to  the  parish  of  over  £600  a 
jear.  Not  only  so ;  there  would  be 
a  benefit  of  £3,150  to  the  Metro- 
j^litan  rates,  against  which  there 
would  be  no  burden  to  be  set  at  all. 
The  proposal  of  the  London  County 
CouiKil  was  that,  in  addition  to  these 
.enoi'mouBly  increased  rates  on  property 
under  the  Quinquennial  Act,  a  novel 
system  was  to  be  introduced  by  which 
4hey  would  impose  a  mortgage  upon 
'all  houses  and  all  property,  whether 
built  on  or  not  comprised  within 
a  geometrical  area  described  with 
.&  pair  of  compasses.  It  was  ad- 
mitted in  evidence  before  us  that  it 
was  not  certain,  and  it  could  not  be 
said  to  be  certain  by  anybody,  that  the 
.property  within  this  radius  was  all  to 
i>e  bettered.  It  was  admitted  that  a 
igreat  deal  of  the  property  would  not  be 
iwttered,  and  after  cross-examination 
by  myself,  Mr.  Charles  Harrison  ad- 
^iiittea  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
this  circumference,  this  geometrical 
line,  might  be  dispensed  with,  but  he 
still  wished  that  this  power  might  be 
delegated  to  the  London  County 
Council  to  impose  this  mortgage  as  it 
may  be  called — this  charge  admitted  by 
■experts  to  be  equivalent  to  a  mortgage. 
-The  London  Goonty  Gonncil  would  ttuce 


power  thus  to  impose  a  mortgage  tax 
of  £22,000  capital,  or  £380  a  year,  and 
have  us  beheve  this  was  all  they 
intended  to  charge  the  people  who 
were  bettered,  although  the  parish  and 
the  Council  would  each  receive  £3,150 
a  year  beside ;  therefore,  this  contribu- 
tion imposed  by  way  of  mortgage  was 
an  additional  plum  6r  profit  to  the  Pub- 
lic Authority,  and  the  effect  generaJly 
would  be  Uiat  the  London  County 
Council  or  Local  Authority  would  gat 
in,  assets  which  they  might  spend  or 
squander  as  they  pleased  and  boast  that 
they  had  kept  down  the  rates.  They 
would  not  be  accountable  to  the  rate- 
payers in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  if  they  raised  the  money  in  a 
direct  manner  for  their  expenditiure. 
Not  only  so ;  the  charge  of  £4  per  cent, 
per  aimum  was  to  be  a  perpetual 
ctuu^e,  unless  and  until*  the  capital  was 
paid  off.  Even  that  was  not  all ;  th^ 
asked  for  power  to  settle  the  incidence 
of  the  charge  as  between  owners,  lessees, 
and  occupiers.  They  would  takepower 
to  exempt  occupiers  altogether,  and  to 
roll  up  against  the  owner  a  charge  of 
four  per  cent,  at  compound  interest,  so 
that  when  the  owuer  came  into  posses- 
sion he  might  find  a  mortgage  for  the 
capital  sum,  plus  sixty  years  compound 
interest  at  four  per  cent.,  though  the 
money  had  been  recouped  over  and 
over  again  from  the  rates.  Now  how, 
with  any  sense  of  decent,  could  such 
an  alteration  of  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion be  allowed  to  pass  in  a  Private  Bill 
to  over-ride  the  general  principles  df 
taxation  in  the  MetropoUs  ?  If  we 
are  to  be  taken  to  task  for  what  we  did 
in  the  exercise  of  our  judgment, 
which  I  claim  on  behalf  of  myself  and 
my  hon.  Friends  on  the  Committee  to 
have  exercised  with  thorough  con- 
scientiousness— for  not  one  of  us  had 
a  scintilla  of  property  in  the  ne^hbour- 
hood — ^if  we  are  to  be  held  }xp  to 
opprobrium  in  the  Press  and  sab- 
jected  to  criticism  by  the  Londcm 
County  Council,  whore  is  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  House  ?  Is  the 
London  County  Council  to  take  upon 
itself  the  right  to  settle  these 
matters  ?  I  think  that,  instead  of  being 
held  up  to  opprobrium,  we  are  entitled 
to  commenaation  for  having  made  a 
stand  against  a  sort  of  "  rampage  "  on 
the  part  of  the  London  County  Coun(^ 
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seeking  to  over-ride  the  just  interests 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis. 
Let  me  allude  to  the  constitution  of 
thia  Committee  which  has  been  anim- 
adverted  upon.  I  think  we  were  much 
more  entitled  to  complain,  forthere  were, 
'in  fact,  on  the  Committee  three  Con- 
sen^tive  Member?,  besides  the  Chair- 
man, one  Liberal  Unionist,  and  four 
Radical  Members.  We  know  that  our 
friends  the  Liberal  Unionists  do,  on  the 
great  and  all-important  political  ques- 
tion of  the  day,  assist  us,  but  their 
alliance  on  that  question  does  not  biiid 
them  on  every  other  question.  What 
took  place  on  the  Committee  ?  Great 
unfaimesswas  exhibited  by  the  London 
•County  Council  in  the  management  of 
-their  own  case.  They  instructed  coun- 
-sel  to  open  the  case  as  one  of 
assent  on  the  part  of  the  freeholders  to 
this  exceptional  taxation.  In  the  most 
airy  manner  we  were  assured  there 
was  a  unanimous  assent  on  the  part 
of  owners,  lessees,  and  occupiers,  to 
the  proposals ;  but  presently  it  came 
out  by  abundant  evidence  that 
there  was  no  such  assent,  and 
'we  had  evidence  from  witnesses  that 
they  had  dissented  from  the  proposals 
of  the  London  County  Council.  Away 
went  all  question  of  assent,  and  then  it 
was  {nt)ved  up  to  the  Ult  that  the 
London  County  Council  had  given  no 
notice  of  their  Bill  to  owners,  lessees, 
or  occupiers.  Strictly  speaking,  under 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House — 
and  it  appears  to  me  it  is  a  great  defect 
fn  the  Standing  Orders — in  cases  of 
this  kind  owners,  lessees,  and  occupiers 
are  not  required  to  have  previous  notice 
<^  the  deposit  of  such  a  Bill,  and  the 
ordinary  Gazette  notice  did  not  give 
'suflicient  information  of  the  nature 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  because  of  this  gross 
unfairness  that  we  were  indebted  for 
the  support  of  our  Liberal  Unionist 
'friend  on  the  Committee — it  was  be- 
'oause  of  his  sense  of  what  was  fair  and 
due  to  the  people  that  he  voted  with 
ns.  Even  then  the  Committee  were 
equally  divided,  and  only  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chairman  threw  out  the 
obnoxious  clause.  The  London  County 
Council  evidently  intend  to  make  this 
a  charge  against  Conservative  Members 
— ^in  fact,  I  have  had  an  intimation  of  it 
in  my  own  constituency — that  we  have 
•thrown    out  a  useliu  Metropolitan 
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improvement    simply    because  we 
have    not    chosen  to    sanction  the 
introduction   of     a     new,  unjust,, 
and  altogether  extravagant  proposal  on 
the  part  of  the  London  County  Gooneil 
to  make  a  profit  for  their  own  revenue. 
They  say  they  left  it  to  the  Committee 
to  deal  with  the  improvement,  and  that 
the  Committee  threw  it  out.   We  did 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  we  left  the  daose 
for  making  the  bridge  in  the  Bill,  and 
the  County  Council  withdrew  it.  We 
only  struck  out  the  novel  taxation 
clause,  the  anti-ratepayers'  clause  for 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  twice  over  upon 
the  same  people  for  the  benefit  of  the 
revenues  of  the  County  Council  and  tho 
Vestry.  I  have  taken  this  opportunity^ 
having  seen  the  statement  in  the  Press- 
but  an  hoar  ago,  to  contradict  it,  and 
to  show  its  fal«ty  uid  un^mess.  My 
hon.  Friends  and  I  testified  to  oar 
desire  that  this  important  improvement 
should  be  carried  out.    ("Oh,  oht") 
My  hon.  Friend  opposite  says  "Oh!" 
Let  me  give  another  illustration  of  the 
intention  of  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  who  were  on  this  Committee- 
to  facilitate  improvements,  and  of  the- 
temper  displayed  by  the  County  CovncU 
in  withdrawing  a  proposal  as  soon  aft 
they  found  they  conld  not  carry  the- 
unjust  conditions  tacked  on  to  it.  A 
proposal  was  brought  before  us  to  throw 
open  Lincoln's  Inn  fields  to  pnbUa 
use.    Ail  approved  of  the  project,  but 
it  was  proved  and  admitted  that  the- 
Council  already  had  the  power  to 
acquire  the  land  under  the  Open  Spacea 
Act  of  1881.    My  hon.  Friend  need  not 
shake  his  head  ;  they  have  the  power^ 
on  giving  proper  notice  and  getting  the 
assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  persona 
interested.   But  the  Council  wanted  a 
clause  (^ving  them  power  to  override- 
opposition  and  dispense  with  the  neces- 
sity of  getting  any  majority  by  simply 
making  such  agreement  as  they  likea 
with  acertainnumber  of  thetrustees  they 
could  manage  to  get  hold  of.    This  waa 
resented  <by  the  trustees  and  occupiers 
of  this  noble  square,  and  so  the  clause 
was  thrown  out.    But  it  is  given  out  to- 
our  discredit  that  we  have  prevented 
the  people  of  London  having  the  use  of 
Lincoln's  Inn  Helds.   But  we  did  not 
throw  out  the  project.   We  amnrowed 
of  it ;  but  the  London  County  Council 
sought  to  evade  the  requirements  of 
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the  public  law  as  comprised  in  the  Act' 
which  their  predecessors,  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  (»  Works,  were  parties  to  ob- 
taining— ^the  Open  Spaces  Act  of  1881. 
But  I  nave  tres^assM  too  long  on  the 
time  of  the  Honse.  Let  me  only  say 
we  wish  well  to  all  improTements  in 
the  Metropolis  promoted  by  the  London 
Gotmty  Ck)nncil,  bo  long  as  these  im- 
provements are  carried  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law  of  the  land  and  the 
accepted  principles  of  taxation.  Until 
those  principles  are  reviewed  in  this 
Honse,  disoossed  on  their  merits,  and 
altered,  should  FarHambnt  see  fit  to 
alter  them. 

(3.44.)  Mb.  SINCLAIB  (Falkirk. 
dee.) :  As  the  Member  of  the  Committee 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter)  as  **  more 
Tory  than  the  Tories,"  I  claim  the 
-right  to  be  heard  for  a  few  moments. 
I  simply  dismiss  the  observation  of 
the  hon.  Member  by  saying  he  would 
have  been  nearer  the  truth  if  he  had 
said  "  more  Constitutional  than  the 
ConstitutionaUsts."  Language  of  this 
kind  does  not  deserro  any  considera- 
tion from  those  of  us  who  have 
endeavoured  to  do  our  duty,  and  to 
muntain  the  Constitution  in  things 
small  as  well  as  in  things  great.  I  abso- 
lutely deny  that  my  action  on  the  Com- 
mittee was  dictated  by  political  reasons. 
Nor  was  it  the  case  that  the  question 
of  betterment  caused  me  to  give  the 
vote  I  did,  which  had  the  effect  of  the 
betterment  clause  being  thrown  out. 
I  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  hear- 
ing the  opening  of  this  Debate;  but  I 
think  it  has  been  made  clear  to  the 
House  that  the  advantage  of  this  im- 
provement to  Fulham,  and  to  London 
as  a  whole,  was  admitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  were  prepared 
to  pass  the  improvement  had  it  not 
been  withdrawn  by  the  London 
County  Council  because  they  did 
not  get  their  way  in  the  mode 
of  levying  the  charge  for  meeting 
the  cost  of  the  improvement.  The 
amount  was  divided  into  three  parts  : 
a  third  was  to  be  paid  by  the  whole  of 
-the  Metropolis,  a  third  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  parish  of  Fulham,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  to  be  paid  within  what 
was  called  the  "  betterment "  area,  in- 
cluded in  a  radius  of  half  a  mile  from 
■the  proposed  bridge.    This  chwrge  was 


something  new ;  therehas  been  no  such 
charge  levied  in  Lcmdon,  or,  so  as 
I  am  aware,  in  any  part  of  &e  United 
Kingdom;  at  least,  no  evidmoe  was 
given  of  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
proposal  was  that  those  within  this 
area  who  were  "  bettered  "  should  pay 
a  tax  or  charge  of  four  per  cent,  for 
ever  upon  a  sum  of  £880  a  year,  while 
the  payment  of  the  remaining  two- 
thirds  was  to  be  met  by  a  charge  of 
three  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, and  three  and  a  half  in  the 
case  of  Fulham  for  a  term  of  years — 
I  think  fifty-seven.  But  tha  point  I 
took  exception  to  was  this — the  chai^ 
was  new,  and  no  snfiBcient  notice  was 
given  to  those  who  would  have  to  pay 
it — absolutely  no  notice  except  that 
which  the  law  requires  should  be  given 
for  rates.  Here  was  a  new  charge  to 
be  levied,  and  it  seemed  to  me  only 
reasonable  that  those  upon  whom  it 
was  proposed  to  be  levied  should  have 
notice,  and  for  this  reason  I  voted 
against  the  proposal.  I  stated  in  Com- 
mittee, and  Members  of  the  Committee 
will  confirm  me.  that  it  was  not  as 
against  the  principle  of  betterment  per 
se,  and  not  even  as  against  that  prin^ 
ciple  as  embodied  in  the  Bill ;  but  it 
was  as  against  the  absence  of  sufficient 
notice  that  I  felt  compelled  to  vote 
with  my  hon .  Friends  opposite  in 
opposition  to  the  levy  of  a  charge  such 
as  this,  of  which  no  notice  had  been 
given  except  the  notice  which  apper- 
tains to  ordinary  rates.  In  regara  to 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  I  have  this  much 
to  say — that  upon  that  particular  pro- 
posal I  did  not  go  with  iny  hon.  Friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  was 
the  only  Member  of  the  Committee  who 
voted  m  favour  of  it,  and  it  was  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  other 
Members  of  the  Committee  that 
it  was  not  carried.  Whether  I  was 
right  or  wrong  in  doing  so,  it  is 
only  fair  that  this  should  be  known.  I 
do  not  want  to  take  up  time,  and  only 
because  of  the  attack  made  upon  me 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  have 
I  intrarened  at  all  in  this  disotission. 
*(3.52.)      Sib    JOHN  COLOMB 

Sower  Hamlets,  Bow,  &c.):  As  a 
ember  of  the  Committee  I  may  be 
allowed  one  or  two  observations,  and 
I  doubt  if  I  should  have  intervened  at 
all  but  for  the  assertion  of  the  hem. 
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Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter), 
who  talked  about  the  Committee  having 
obstructed  the  application  of  the 
betterment  principuie.  I  make  some 
excuse  for  the  hon.  Member,  as  he  did 
not  hear  the  argument  of  counsel 
against  ^be  preamUe  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  nXJNTER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  catirely  wrong.  I  heard  the 
whole  of  the  arguments. 

•Sm  JOHN  COLOMB  :  I  apologise  if 
I  am  mistaken,  but  I  thought  that 
during  the  first  part  of  that  which  I 
considered  powerful  argument  hon. 
Members  opposite  were  absent  from 
the  room. 

Mb.  hunter  :  That  was  not  so  in 
my  case. 

*SiB  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  accept  the 
correction.  The  parish  of  Hammer- 
smith is  divided  from  Fulham  by  the 
railway,  the  latter  parish  being  cut  off 
from  through  communication  ;mth  the 
East  of  London.  It  is  quite  true,  as  the 
hon.  Member  says,  that  in  1884  a  Bill 
was  promoted  whereby  certain  owners 
took  upon  themselves  the  cost  of  con- 
structing a  bridge,  but  the  hon.  Member 
did  not  state  that  it  was  proved  in  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  that  the 
owners  were  two  jobbing  builders,  and 
that  the  Bill  was  promoted  by  a  bubble 
company  which  burst  the  next  year. 
Then  the  London  County  Council  took 
up  the  proposal,  and  they  sent  down 
their  surveyor  to  report  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge,  and  what  area 
would  be  bettered  by  the  construction. 
The  surveyor  went  down,  and  he 
marked  certain  plots  here  and  there 
which  he  said  without  doubt  would  be 
bettered.  Then  the  County  Council, 
having  the  report  of  their  surveyor, 
measured  the  distance  from  the 
bridge  to  the  most  extreme  point  of 
the  blocks  their  surveyor  said  would  be 
bettered,  and  then  drew  a  circle 
enclosing  a  half  mile  radius,  and  they 
said,  "  This  is  the  betterment  area 
upon  which  we  purpose  to  put  a  charge 
for  ever  of  four  per  cent,  on  a  third  of 
the  cost  of  the  improvement."  This 
was  not  founded  upon  any  reason  given 
by  the  surveyor ;  it  simply  originated 
from  an  abstract  love  of  geometrical 
precision  in  the  minds  of  the  County 
Council.  I  did  not  vote  against  the 
abstract  principle  of  betterment ;  there 
was  no  decision  upon  that.   I  objected 
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to  a  fantastic  faddist  application  of  the 
principle  of  betterment  which  I  believe 
would  end  in  stopping  all  improve- 
ments in  London.  As  an  East  End 
Member  I  know  the  importance  of 
through  o(nnmunication  under  the 
Thames  ;  but  if  you  apply  such  a 
principle  as  this  proposed  to  be  applied 
to  the  Cromwell  Road  Bridge,  yon 
would  beggar  the  whole  East  End  of 
London.  The  East  End  has  con- 
tributed for  years  to  the  making  and 
freeing  of  bridges  across  the  Thames  in 
the  West  of  London,  at  an  expenditure 
of  six  millions ;  and  if  you  apply  in  the 
same  way  this  principle  of  betterment  to 
the  Blac^wall  Tunnel,  then,  although 
the  people  of  East  London  have  con- 
tributed forty  years  to  the  cost  of  bridges 
in  the  West,  the  County  Oonniul  may 
say,  "You  shall  not  have  this  tunnu 
unless  you  allow  us  to  lake  the  com- 
passes and  describe  a  half  mile  radius 
enclosing  a  betterment  area,  within 
which  the  people  shall  pay  a  perpetual 
charge  of  four  per  cent.,  or  a  third  of 
the  cost."  Sir,  the  whole  thing  is  a 
monstrous  fad,  and  I  shall  take  care 
to  tell  the  people  of  the  East  End  pretty 
plainly  what  they  may  expect  if 
doctrines  based,  not  on  any  sound 
principles,  but  on  the  foolish  fads  of 
those  who  do  not  know  their  business, 
are  allowed  to  prevail. 

(3.59)  Mr.  JAMES  STUART 
(Shoreditch,  Hoxton) :  I  venture  to  say 
the  time  of  the  House  has  been  practi- 
cally wasted  by  the  discussion  of  a 
clause  which  is  not  in  the  Bill  before 
us.  The  opposition  which  hon.  Mem- 
ber after  hon.  Member  has  arisen  to 
express  to  the  introduction  of  the 
betterment  principle  by  the  London 
County  Council  would  have  been  all 
very  well  if  the  speeches  had  been  de- 
livered, as,  indeed,  some  of  them  were, 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House  on 
the  Second  Beading,  and  then  con- 
tained the  clause  in  question.  Bat 
there  is  no  such  clause  in  the  Bill  now, 
and  so  there  is  no  object  for  all  this 
talk  and  rhodomontade. 

Mb.  KIMBEB:  But  a  personal 
attack  has  been  made  upon  as  in  refer- 
ence to  the  withdrawal  of  the  clanse. 

Mb.  STUABT  :  I  was  not  referring 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  discussion  m 
what  he  calls  a  personal  attack.  I  was 
referring    to   the   betterment  prin- 
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ciple,  whioh  the  hon.  Member  discussed 
at  very  full  len^h.  As  to  the  personal 
attack  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
lefers,  I  have  looked  through  the 
Beport  of  the  London  County  Council, 
aad  the  only  passage  I  can  find  that 
can  be  constmed  into  an  attack  is — 

"Two  Members  of  the  Committee  had 
■treDOOiuly  oppoied  and  spoken  in  the  Houie 
agHoit  the  propoBftl  in  the  Bill." 

If  hon.  Members  have  taken  that  course 
they  have  emphasised  it  by  the  course 
they  have  adopted  to-day.  I  think  it 
would  be  useless  and  unsaitable  for  me 
to  attempt  to  defend  the  London 
Connty  Council  for  introducing  the 
betterment  principle  to  b^n  with. 
These  gentlemen  on  the  Committee 
have  thrown  out  that  principle,  and 
the  County  Council  has  not  been  able 
to  introduce  it  again.  The  only  thing 
these  gentlemen  have  done  by  their 
remarks  to-day  has  been  to  show  their 
own  extreme  opposition. 

Mb.  KIMBEB  (Wandsworth) :  I 
must  beg  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
allow  me  to  correct  him.  He  says  the 
Committee  threw  out  the  clause.  That 
is  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter ;  we  did 
not  throw  out  the  clause,  the  County 
Oouncil  withdrew  it.  We  should  not 
have  risen  at  aJll  on  this  occasion  if  we 
had  not  been  personally  attacked  by 
the  London  County  Oouncil  for  the 
course  we  took  in  the  Committee.  I 
thought  I  was  entitled  to  explain  what 
took  place,  and  it  is  they  and  not  I 
who  are  chargeable  with  the  with- 
•drawal  of  the  clause  applying  the 
iwtterment  principle. 

Mb.  STUABT  :  I  am  not  making  an 
attack  on  the  hon.  GenUeman  of  the 
«haracter  of  which  he  has  complained. 
But  I  ask  leave  to  say  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men have  shown  a  strong  opposition  to 
the  proposed  methods  of  relieving  the 
ratepayers  of  Xiondon.  There  has  been 
an  excuse  made  for  the  action  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  behind  me,  on  the 
ground  that  insufficient  notice  had  been 
given,  but  the  whole  notice  that 
is  legally  requisite  was  given. 
I  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion 
whether  the  betterment  principle  is  a 
new  or .  old  one.  However,  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  admitted 
that  the  principle  had  been  sanctioned 


by  the  House  in  other  cases.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  have  been  attacking  the 
London  County  Council  in  a  most  un- 
necessary manner  because  it  withdrew 
all  clauses  in  reference  to  a  certain  im- 
provement when  the  betterment  prin- 
ciple was  not  admitted.  The  County 
Council  could  have  done  nothing  else. 
The  Pulham  Vestry  had  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council 
to  pay  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  the 
improvement  on  condition  of  receiving 
one-third  back  by  the  Betterment 
Clause.  When  that  clause  was  thrown 
out  the  Vestry,  which  was  not  before 
the  Committee,  was  consulted  by  the 
County  Council,  and  declined  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  two-thirds  liability  with- 
out the  clause,  Mid  it  was  technically 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  have 
forced  on  the  Vestry  that  liability. 
The  County  Council,  therefore,  with- 
drew the  whole  of  the  clauses,  as  there 
was  no  alternative  plan  before  the 
Committee.  Hon.  Gentlemen  take 
out  the  Betterment  Clause,  and  then 
are  angry  with  the  County  Council  be- 
cause it  do  not  go  on  with  the 
improvement.  I  hope  the  House  will 
consent  to  read  the  Bill  a  third  time. 
Hon.  Members  made  a  brave  show  on 
the  Second  Beading,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  CamberweU  (Mr.  Ban- 
mann)  called  on  the  Conservative  Party 
as  a  Party  to  rally  round  him  and 
make  a  protest  against  the  betterment 
scheme.  What  it  is  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men complain  about  at  this  moment  I 
quite  fail  to  see. 

(4.6.)  Sm  JOSEPH  BAILEY 
(Hereford)  :  As  the  Committee  has  been 
blamed  somewhat  for  its  action,  I  think  it 
right  that  I  should  say  a  few  words  on 
the  matter.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  .  just  sat  down 
that  under  the  circumstances  the 
London  County  Coimcil  had  no  other 
course  open  to  them  than  to  with- 
draw that  portion  of  the  Bill  for 
this  year.  There  was  that  in  it 
which  required  a  good  deal  of 
Eidjustment,  and  it  was  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee  that  it  was  impossible 
to  make  those  adjustments  at  this 
period  of  the  Session.  I  do  not  want 
to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  Billi 
which  I  have  no  doubt  the  House 
will  read  a  third  time.    The  Com- 
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•mittee,  like  all  Hybrid  Committees, 
was  composed  of  four  and  four,  the 
Chairman  not  voting  unless  the  other 
Membera  were  equally  divided.  They 
were  so  divided  on  the  Betterment 
-Clause,  and  I  voted  against  it  be- 
cause I  thought  it  was  inapplicable, 
because  I  thought  the  benefit  was 
hypothetical,  that  there  were  great 
difficulties  as  to  the  assessment  of  the 
various  properties,  that  the  notice, 
though  legally  sufficient  for  a  Private 
Bill,  had  not  imbued  the  people  of  the 
district  with  the  knowledge  that  this 
betterment  plan  was  going  to  be  used, 
and  of  the  mode  in  which  it  was  going 
-to  be  raised — ^namely,  by  perpetual 
-annuity  and  not  by  a  rate  involv- 
ing repayment  of  principal  and  in- 
terest running  over  a  certain  number 
■of  yeEirs ;  and  that  it  contained  powers 
4ov  varying  the  liability  to  taxation  of 
the  owner  of  the  improved  leasehold 
and  of  the  improved  leasehold  occu- 
pier. These  matters  involved  such 
great  difficulties  as  to  render  the 
-prinoiple  of  betterment  unsuitable  for 
that  occasion.  I  desire  also  to  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee is  the  very  worst  tribunal  to 
settle  a  matter  of  this  kind.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  one  or  two  Members 
of  this  Committee  had  spoken  strongly 
against  the  principle  on  the  Second 
Beading,  and  that  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen  were  equally  strongly  in 
-favour  pf  it.  Without  expressing  any 
opinion  on  the  principle  generally, 
we  had  sufficient  evidence  before  us 
to  be  aware  that  the  question 
will  be  brought  up  by  the  London 
County  Council  again  and  again  till 
'it  has  been  decided  one  way  or  another. 
I  think  it  extremely  undesirable  that  it 
should  come  repeatedly  before  Private 
Bill  Committees,  because  you  will  have 
patchy  legislation.  Any  change  in  the 
liability  to  taxation  must  be  unfair  for 
-a  time,  but  I  do  not  say  that  it  may 
not  be  desirable  to  make  an  improve- 
ment even  at  the  expense  of  some 
temporary  unfairness ;  but  the  question 
should  be  settled  by  a  Boyia  Com- 
mission or  a  Committee  inolnding  the 
■best  financiers  of  which  the  House  of 
'Commons  can  boasc.  It  is  wrong  to  let 
■the  London  County  Council  bring  the 
question  up  in  Private  Bills  year 
.-after  year,  when  one  Committee  may 

Sir  Jos^h  Bailey 


decide  one  way  and  another  Committee 

the  other. 

(4.10.)  Mb.  CKEMEB  (Shoreditoh, 
Haggerston)  :  When  the  olansa  was 
thrown  out  we  were  quite  son  that 
beforeilongthe  majority  <H  the  Gonumtted 
would  find  out  their  mistake  and  en- 
deavour openly,  inside  and  outside  of 
this  House,  to  explain  their  conduct. 
The  speeches  we  have  heard  show  that 
our  anticipations  were  well  founded. 
The  hon.  Members  for  Pecltham  (Mr. 
Baumann)  and  Wandsworth  (Mr. 
Eimber)  nave  discovered  their  mistake,, 
and  that  their  constituents  aredemand- 
ing  a  better  reason  for  their  action  than 
they  gave  to  the  Committee ;  and  these 
speeches  have  been  delivered  for  the 
benefit  of  their  constituents.  Thev 
wiU  probably  have  to  repeat  them,  and 
when  they  do  I  hope  they  will  be  abl& 
to  give  more  substantial  reasons  than 
they  have  given  to-day.  It  is  imi- 
portant  that  we  should  know  where 
we  are  on  this  subject.  I  think  at 
present  the  statements  made  on  the 
other  side  are  somewhat  misleading. 
It  is  true  that  the  pro]oerty-ownera 
were  not  personally  notified  of  the 
proposals  of  the  London  County 
Council,  but  it  is  equally  tme  tha^ 
every  legal  notice  was  served  on  every 
property-owner  in  the  district.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Falkirk  Burghs. 
(Mr.  Sinclair)  took  refuge  .behind  the 
conteitiptible  plea  that  the  County 
Council  ought  to  have  given  notice 
which  the  law  does  not  require.  The 
reasoning  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was. 
of  a  specious  character,  and  seemed 
only  to  be  used  to  justify  the  vote  be 
gave.  Practically  ^pei^ing,  the  question 
was  decided  by  the  hon.  Member.  He 
said  he  was  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
betterment,  but  because  the  County 
Council  had  not  done  that  which  the 
law  did  not  say  they  ought  to  do,  the 
hon.  Member  set  himself  up  above  the 
authority  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.) :  I 
have  never  blamed  the  County 
Council  for  not  giving  this  notice.  I 
believe  fuller  notice  ought  to  have  been 
given  by  the  Vestry,  but  the  County 
Council  taking  charge  of  the  Biu 
ought  to  have  seen  that  the  notices 
were  fuller  than  they  were  under  the 
circumstances.  A  new  charge  was 
proposed  to  be  imposed,  such  as  had 
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Jierer  been  imposed  before,  and  this 
charge  was  to  be  imposed  along  with 
rates  which  would  have  to  be  paid  at 
the  same  time,  the  legal  notice  being 
given  for  those  rates. 

Mb.  GBEMEB:  The  hon. 
Bfember  has  not  challenged  the 
asBertion  ihat  the  Comity  Council 
had  done  .all  they  were  legally 
compelled  to  do.  The  improvement 
would  cost  £66,000,  and  the  County 
Council  was  prepared  to  bear  one-third 
and  spread  it  over  the  whole  Metro- 
politan area ;  the  Parish  Vestry  was 
-prepared  to  bear  one-third,  and  the 
iCounty  Council  sought  to  impose  on 
^he  property-owners  within  a  half-mile 
■circle  another  one-third,  which  the 
majority  of  the  property-owners  in  the 
'district  ezpre^d  their  vrillin^ess  to 
.bear.  It  »  quite  true  there  were  one 
or  t-vro  objections. 

(4.17.)  Sir  HENBY  JAMES  (Bury, 
Lancashire) :  I  rise  to  order,  Sir.  We 
have  now  been  occupied  over  an  hour 
in  discussing,  on  the  Motion  for  Third 
Beading,  a  clause  which  has  been  with- 
drawn from  the  BiU.  The  matter  was 
raised  to  meet  some  personal  attack ; 
bat  I  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  it  is  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  protracted  discus- 
sion on  matter  which  is  not  contained 
in  the  Bill  nov  before  the  House? 
«Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  have  allowed  the 
discussion  to  go  on  as  long  as  it  has 
done  so  as  to  permit  of  personal 
explanations.  Then  a  question  arose 
as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  a 
clause  was  withdrawn.  Of  course,  a 
discussion  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  a  bridge  was  proposed  to  be 
built,  and  the  application  of  the 
.bettennent  principle  to  it,  is  unneces- 
8ar>'  now,  as  the  clause  has  been  vrith- 
drawn  from  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CEEMEB:  I  do  not  know,  Sir, 
if  you  have  decided  that  I  may  not  con- 
tinue the  line  of  argument  I 
was  using,  but  I  will  content 
iuyself  ■  with  saying  that,  except 
in  two  instances,  the  property- 
owners  expressed  their  willingness  to 
pay.  It  is  Vtery  well  for  hon.  Members 
who  have  been  endeavouring  to  talk  to 
their  constituents  to  try  and  close  the 
mouths  of  those  who  want  to  put  the 
other  side  of  the  question  ;  but  I  wiU 
'not  pursue  the  matter,  as  there  will 
be  a  chance  of  thrashing  it  out  before 


the  Metropolitan  electors.  The  hon. 
Member  below  me  said  that  but  for 
the  absence  of  a  portion  of  the  Com* 
mittee  a  clause  referring  to  Lincoln's- 
Inn  Fields  would  have  been  adopted. 
I  was  in  an  adjoining  Committee 
room,  but  before  I  went  to  it  I  notified 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  and 
asked  tiim  to  send  for  me  if  a  vote 
were  to  be  taken.  A  vote  was  taken 
and  I  was  not  sent  for,  and  I  thought 
it  rather  sharp  practice.  I  have  no 
explanation  to  offer  for  the  absence  of 
my  hon.  Friends ;  possibly  they  were 
in  the  same  dilemma  as  myself. 

Bra  JOSEPH  BAILEY :  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  was  any  arrangement- 
of  that  kind. 

Mb.  CBEMEB:  Before  I  left  the 
room  I  told  the  Chairman  and  the 
clerk  of  the  Committee  where  I  ^odld 
be.  I  am  very  glad  the  County  ConncU 
have  had  the  courage  to  abandon  the  pro- 
posal to  build  a  bri<^,  and  have  declined 
to  accept  the  hon.  Members  for  Peck- 
ham  and  Wandsworth  as  the  oracles  of 
this  greut  Metropolis,  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  a  new  ParUament  will  mean 
a  more  equitably  constituted  Committee^ 
composed  of  men  who  will  not  go  to  it 
inspired  with  opposition  as  shown  by 
their  speeches  in  this  House.  Tl^ 
London  County  Council  have  been 
like  the  red  rag  to  a  bull  to 
certain  Members  of  the  House,  and 
it '  was  quite  clear  from  the 
composition  of  the  Committee  thftt 
our  chance  of  getting  the  betterment 
principle  approved  was  exceedingly 
small,  and  the  County  Council  have 
acted  wisely  in  withdrawing  the  clause 
and  refusing  to  make  any  improvement, 
unless  the  principle  of  bettennent  la- 
first  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pMsed^ 
with  an  amended  Title. 

BELFAST    CORPORATION  (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS,  &e.)  BILL  (by  Order). 
CONSIDEBATION. 

Bill  considered. 

Motion  made,  and.  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  Standing  Orders  22$ 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." — 
{Mr.  GaUwell.) 
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(4.25.)  Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) : 
The  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill  is  not  yet  printed, 
as  the  convenience  and  usage  of  the 
House  would  require  before  this  stage. 
It  is  a  document  of  more  than  usual  in- 
^rest  and  importance  on  such  a  subject, 
-which  hon.  Memberswill  have  to  refer  to 
from  time  to  time ;  but,  considering 
the  course  I  am  about  to  adopt,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  insist  upon  the  production 
of  that  evidence,  there  being,  of  course, 
^  understanding  that  it  will  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Members  without  any 
■avoidable  delay.  As  I  have  been  very 
much  concerned  with  the  Bill,  both  in 
Ahis  House  and  in  the  Committee,  I 
think  it  well  to  explain  the  course  1 
intend  to  take.  The  opposition  which, 
as  a  Member  for  Belfast,  I  felt  bound 
to  offer  on  the  Second  Keading 
has  been  vindicated  by  the  Amend- 
ments and  alterations  made  be- 
fore the  Select  Committee.  The 
■promoters  desired  by  the  Bill  first  to 
-obtain  control  of  the  limatic  asylum, 
and  second  to  obtain  control  of  the  ex- 
penditure with  regard  to  reformatory 
and  industrial  schools.  I  regarded  the 
.Boheme  with  raspeot  to  the  schools  as 
the  most  objectionable  part  of  the  Bill. 
The  clauses  with  regard  to  that  subject 
liave  been  struck  out  by  the  Committee. 
"With  regard  to  the  asylum,  important 
Amendments  have  been  made.  The 
Corporation  proposed  to  vest  the 
asylum  in  themselves,  but  that  pro- 
posal has  been  withdrawn,  and  as  a 
-consequence  this  asylum,  like  all  others 
in  Ireland,  will  be  vested  in  the  Board 
•of  Control.  The  Corporation  withdrew 
the  clauses  by  which  they  proposed  to 
nominate  two-thii^s  of  the  governors, 
and  the  case  will  fall  under  the  ordinary 
rule,  by  which  half  the  governors  will 
be  nominated  locally  and  half  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  view  entertained  by 
the  Committee,  founded,  no  doubt,  on 
the  evidence  before  them — evidence  of 
the  total  exclusion  of  the  Catholic  in- 
habitants from  all  representative 
Boards  and  public  employments  in 
Belfast — that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may 
he  relied  upon  to  safeguard  the  in- 
terests of  the  Catholic  body  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Boajrd.   If  the  Irish 


Executive  should  fail  in  that  respect, 
due  notice  of  it  will  be  taken  here.  I 
am  also  persuaded  from  the  evida:icet 
not  only  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Catho- 
lics from  the  Belfast  Corporatitm,  but 
also  of  their  scandalous  treatment  in 
Belfast,  that  the  system  of  exclusion 
from  the  Corporation  by  deliberate  con- 
trivance, long  and  obstinately  con- 
tinued, will  be  speedily  brought  to  an 
end.  One  other  important  Amendment 
was  made  in  regard  to  the  asylums. 
At  my  su^estion  the  promoters  agreed 
that,  notwithstanding  the  severance  of 
the  city  and  oountv,  patients  might  be 
transferred  from  the  city  asylum  to  the 
county  asylum  when  such  change 
would  be  beneficial  to  their  health. 
If  that  Amendment  had  not  been 
accepted,  I  should  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  oppose  the  Bill  to  the  last. 
I  cannot  disguise  the  fact,  however,  that 
I  still  disapprove  of  the  scheme.  I  think 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Local  Government  in  Ireland, 
the  scheme  does  not  a£Ford  sufficient 
accommodation.  I  believe  that  in  the 
long  run  it  will  lead  to  unnecessary 
expense,  and  press  very  heavily  on  the 
ratepayers  of  Belfast.  But  I  am  bound 
to  take  cognisance  of  the  fact  that 
under  the  Boroughs  Funds  Act  the 
ratepayers  of  Belfast  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  which  no  doubt  they  might 
have  availed  themselves  if  they  dis- 
approved of  the  Bchetne.  I  am  also 
bound  to  consider  that  the  scheme  has 
been  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the 
Committee,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  Bill  is  approved  of  by  a 
majority  of  the  House.  Under  all  the 
circumstances,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
press  further  my  opposition  to  the  Bill. 
With  regard  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  BoUox  Division,  of 
course  I  am  sensible  if  I  insisted  upon 
the  Standing  Orders  this  Bill  would 
be  kept  before  this  House  until  after 
the  Whitsuntide  Recess,  and  probably 
it  could  not  pass  into  law  this  Session. 
Therefore,  as  I  have  no  desire  to  defeat 
in  any  degree  the  present  measure,  I 
shall  ofGer  no  objection  to  the  Third 
Beading. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
—[New  Title.] 
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ARABI  PASHA. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Lime- 
rick, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Seoretaxy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
passage  in  the  Overland  Times,  of 
Ceylon,  which  states  that — 

*  "  Mr.  T.  J.  lipton  left  to-day  in  the  P.  &  O. 
«.».  'Thames,*  and  aaid  good-bye  to  Arabi 
Pasha  before  be  went  on  board,  but  later  on 
Arabi  went  oat  to  the  '  Thamee.'  We  believe 
this  ia  the  first  tdme  An^i  has  been  afloat 
•ioee  he  has  been  in  the  island  " ; 

whether  this  was  the  first  time  on 
which  Arabi  Pasha,  during  his  imprison- 
ment, has  been  allowed  to  leave  the 
island  ;  and  whether,  considering  that 
he  has  shown  no  inclination  to  abuse 
any  extra  privileges  accorded  to  him, 
it  would  be  possible  to  mitigate  or  to 
put  an  end  to  his  imprisonment  in 
tJeylon  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
J.  W.  LoWTHER,  Cumberland,  Penrith) : 
My  attention  had  not  been  previously 
directed  to  the  passage  in  the  news- 
paper referred  to.  I  am  not  aware 
whether  the  occasion  referred  to 
is  the  first  on  which  Arabi  Pasha 
has  been  out  in  a  boat  since  his 
detention  in  Ceylon.  He  has  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  shown  any  inclina- 
tion to  abuse  any  extra  privileges.  The 
Egyptian  Government  have  refused 
to  consent  to  the  return  of  the  exiles 
to  Egypt,  and  have  pointed  out  that  it 
was  only  on  condition  that  they  should 
remain  at  some  place  distant  from 
Egypt  that  the  exiles  were  pardoned 
and  allowances  granted  to  them, 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  seen 
a  statement  some  time  ago,  appearing 
in  the  Pall  Mali  Gazette  from  a  visitor 
to  Arabi  Pasha,  in  Colombo,  to  the 
efEeot  that 

"  Binoe  he  saw  Arabi  Pasha  at  Colombo  in 
1884  he  has  andei:w>i>e  a  painful  phydcal 
deterioration.  When  be  met  him  soma  years 
ago  the  Egyptian  prisoner  of  war  was  a  tall, 
well-proportioQed,  erect  man.  Now  he  is 
roond-shouldered,  and  no  longer  stands  erect ; 
and  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  he  presents  Uie 
abearance  of  a  worn-oat  old  man  of  seren^  " ; 


whether  Arabi  has  frequently  com* 
plained  that  the  climate  of  his  {wison- 
home  is  slowly  but  sorely  killing  him^ 
whilst  he  suffers  constantly  from  fever^ 
asthma,  and  rheumatism ;  whether 
Dr.  Vandhort  has  certified  him  to  be- 
in  a  "  state  of  chronic  invalidism  " 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Arabi's  eye- 
sight is  rapidly  failing  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dampness  about  Colombo,, 
and  that  Dr.  Brockman,  an  eminent- 
oculist  from  Bombay,  has  certified' 
that  a  continued  residence  in  that- 
climate  would  result  in  serious  conse- 
quences to  his  eyesight,  with  a  prospect 
of  cataract ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  limited! 
allowance  of  £600  per  annum  for 
himself,  family,  and  servants,  Arabi  is- 
unable  to  remove  into  the  Central 
Provinces  during  the  damp  season  at 
Colombo,  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
if  they  cannot  now  allow  his  return  tcy 
Eg}'pt,  will,  grant  his  Memorial  to- 
have  him  removed  to  the  drier  climate 
of  Cyprus,  and  have  his  allowance 
increased  from  £50  to  £75  per  month  ?" 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER;  I  have  not 
seen  the  statement  in  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  nor  can  I  find  it  in  the  copies 
of  the  paper  whioh  have  appeiued 
during  the  last  two  months.  ISie  com- 
plaints made  by  Arabi  were  investi- 
gated by  a  Medical  Commission  last 
year.  They  reported  that  no  change- 
had  taken  place  in  the  health  of  Arabi. 
The  full  Report  will  be  found  at  page  3" 
of  Egypt  No.  4,  1891.  No  information 
has  been  received  as  to  the  Reporis  of 
Drs.  Vandhort  and  Brockman.  The 
Medical  Commission  stated  that  Arabi 
suffered  from  dimness  of  vision  of  the- 
right  eye.  Arabi  receives  a  laraer 
allowance  than  any  of  the  other  exiles. 
Applications  for  further  imnreases  in. 
then:  allowances  have  on  several 
occasions  been  referred  to  the  Egyptian 
Government,  who  have,  however,, 
declined  to  accede  to  them,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  prepEured 
to  press  the  EgjT)tian  Government  Uy 
depart  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  COX :  What  about  the  Petition 
to  be  removed  from  Colombo  to  Cyprus? 

Mb.  LOWTHER :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  refer  to  the  Papers  whioh 
appeared  last  Session,  and  which  have 
also  heea  laid  this  Session  in  the  matter^. 
I  think  he  will  find  that  an  application. 
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^as  made  to  the  Egyptian  Government 
in  that  respect  also,  but  the  Egyptian 
Oovemment  did  not  see  their  way  to 
accede  to  that  demand. 

Mb.  cox  :  Is  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment not  able  to  protect  a  defenceless 
prisoner  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when 
Arabi  Pasha  was  first  ordered  to  be  in- 
terned in  the  first  instance  Ceylon 
was  not  specially  stated,  but  merely 
that  be  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
in  some  distant  part  like  Ceylon  ;  and, 
further,  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  Lord  Dnfferin  did 
not  certify  £2,000  a  year  as  the  allow- 
ance for  Arabl  Pasha  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  These  questions 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  put  contain 
new  matter.  Perhaps  he  will  be  good 
enough  to  put  them  down  on  the  Paper. 

Sib  WIL^-BID  LAWSON 
ifGamberland,    Cockermouth) :  Can 

Her  Majesty'sGovemmeptnot  interfere 
in  the  matter  ?  Is  the  imprisonment 
of  Arabl  Pasha  to  be  permanent  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  The  imprison- 
ment of  Arabi  Pasha  is  not  a  matter 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  is 
one  which  was  decided  upon  by  the 
Ej^tian  Government. 

THE  TURKISH  TRIBUTE. 
Mb.  BOBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  any  oommuni- 
oation  has  been  received  from  Sir 
Walter  Sendall,  the  Governor  of 
Oyprus,  on  the  subjeot  of  tiie  resolu- 
'  tion  unanimously  passed  on  the  motion 
of  Mons.  G.  Chac^li,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Turkish  Tribute  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  Imperial  Treasury ;  and 
whether  the  Colonial  Office  intends  to 
take  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  resolu- 
tion? 

Tbb  UNDEB  SEGBETABY  of 
STATE  fob  the  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.deWoRH8,Liverp3ol,EastToxteth) : 
TFhe  High  Commissioner  has  not  yet 
reported  the  resolution  referred  to  in 
the  first  pait  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question.  The  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion is  one  which  should  be  more  pro- 
perly addressed  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Lowther 


POSTAL  FACILITIES  IN  WKST- 
MEATH. 

Mb.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether,  as  a  mail  car  passes 
through  Loughnavalley,  County  West- 
meath,  twice  daily,  he  can  see  his  way 
to  open  a  post  office  in  that  village  ? 

The  POSTMASTEB  GENBBAL 
(Sir  Jaues  Febousson,  Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  There  is  already  a  foot' 
post  from  Ballinea  to  LoughnavaUey* 
the  arrival  being  at  7.40  a.m.,  and 
there  is  a  wall  letter  box  in  the  village, 
from  which  a  collection  is  made  at' 
6.5  p.m.  The  revenue  does  not  admit 
of  the  opening  of  a  post  office  at 
Loughnavalley. 

BRIDESWELL  LICENSING  CASES. 
Mb.  DONAL  SULLIVAN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  Petty  Sessions,  Brideswell, 
County  Boscommon,  on  the  22nd  May, 
1892,  Captain  Preston.  B.M.,  and  J.  J. 
Keogh,  J.P.,  presiding,  a  licensing  case 
was  heard,  in  which,  aiter  the  evid^oe 
being  heard,  the  Bench  disagreed,  and 
the  case  was  dismissed ;  that  on  a 
second  similar  licensing  case  being  gone 
into  the  Bench  also  disagreed,  but  in 
this  case  Captain  Preston  insisted  on 
adjourning  its  furtber  hearing ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  on  what  grounds 
the  first  case  was  dismissed  and  the 
second  adjourned  ? 

*The  CHIEF  SECEETABY  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds.  N.)  : 
I  think  the  hon.  MemW  appears  to  oe 
tmder  a  misapprehension.  As  I  am 
informed,  there  was  no  difference 
between  the  members  of  the  Bench  in 
the  case  referred  to.  It  and  other 
cases  were  adjourned  to  the  next  Oou^ 
day  for  the  attendance  of  a  third 
Magistrate. 

CLARE  SLOB  LANDS. 

Mb.  COX:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Txeasary  whether  he  is 
aware  that  when  the  Clare  slob  lands 
reclamation  were  recently  offered  for 
sale  in  the  Land  Court,  Dublin,  it  was 
stated  by  the  Board  of  Works  in  the 
particulars  of  the  sale  advertisement 
that  they  were  estimated  to  prodaoe  m 
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yearly  rental  of  £3,660  4b.  ;  whether  a 
sum  of  over  £134,000  has  been  ex- 
pended on  these  works ;  and  whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  lands  have  now 
been  sold  to  a  Syndicate  for  the  som  of 
£2  300? 

The  SECBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBT  (Sir  Johh  Gobst,  Chatham) :  I 
have  not  seen  the  advertisement  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question.  The  figures 
^ven  in  the  second  and  third  para- 
graphs are  perfectly  accurate. 

Mb,  cox  :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman doubt  the  statement,  and  say 
that  these  figures  are  not  correct  ?  I 
think  I  sent  the  advertisement  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  asked  him  a 
qaestion  abont  the  matter  some  time 
ago.  I  ask  him,  does  he  think  £2,300 
*  good  investment  in  land  on  which 
£134,000  has  been  expended? 

Sm  JOHN  GORST  :  The  hon. 
Member  most  misunderstand  me.  I 
said  the  figures  were  perfectly  correct. 

Mb.  cox  :  Yes;  in  the  second  and 
third  par^aph. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  Yes. 

THE  ENNIS  8UB-P08TMASTERSHIP. 

Mb.  cox  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master Greneral  whether  he  has  yet 
selected  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the 
office  of  sub-postmaster  in  Ennis ; 
whether  £5  per  aimom  is  the  salary 
offered ;  and  whether  it  is  the  case  that 
the  successful  candidate  will  be 
required  to  expend  £10  in  fitting  up  the 
office,  and  give  £400  security  for  the 
position  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member's  qaestion  is — Not  yet. 
The  answer  to  the  second  paragraph  is 
— Yes ;  but  there  are  also  commis- 
mom  on  the  bosiness  transacted. 
The  answer  to  the  third  paragraph  is — 
He  will  have  to  provide  suitable  fittings 
and  give  security  for  £200. 

Mb.  cox  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  believe  that  a  man  would 
take  the  responsibility  of  keeping  a 
post  office  at  the  remuneration  of  £5  a 
year,  give  seonrity  for  £200.  and  expend 
£10  on  fittings  in  the  first  place  ? 

Bib  JAMES  FEBQUSBON  :  I  may 
inform  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
nunber  of  apidieants  for  the  offioe  is 
wy  oonsiderable. 


SCABIFF  PIER. 

•  Mb.  cox  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  has 
yet  considered  the  application  for  the 

improvement  of  Scari£F  Pier,  and  the 
erection  of  a  crane  there ;  and  what 
action  the  Irish  Board  of  Works  axe 
going  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

Sm  JOHN  GORST :  I  have  inquired 
into  the  matter,  and  I  am  told  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  hon.  Member 
to  communicate  in  the  regular  manner 
with  the  Irish  Board  of  Works  in 
Dublin,  who  will  do  their  best  to  meet 
the  vrishes  of  the  locality. 

TRADE  MARKS  IN  EGYPT. 

Mr.  LAWBENCE  (Liverpool.  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undec 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  Egyptian  Government 
have  taken  any  further  steps  to  forward 
the  project  of  law  for  the  protection  of 
industrial  property  in  the  matter  of 
trade  marks,  which  was  stated  to  be 
nnder  its  consideration  in  February 
last? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  Nothing 
further  has  been  heard  since  February 
last ;  but  Her  Majesty's  Representative 
at  Cairo  will  be  instructed  to  urge  that 
the  matter  may  be  proceeded  with  with 
as  little  delay  as  pclasible. 

THE  TRANSVAAL  AND  SWAZILAND. 

Mb.  LAWBENCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  th& 
Colonies  whether  hia  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  speech  of  President  Kriiger, 
as  reported  by  Reuter,  stating  that  "  he 
was  still  endeavouring  to  obtain  Swazi- 
land " ;  and  whether  it  is  the  case  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  n^o- 
tiating  with  the  President  on  the  subject 
of  the  revision  of  the  Convention  of 
1890  ;  and,  if  so,  of  what  part  of  it  ? 

Baron  H.  de  WOBMS  :  The  actual 
words  quoted  do  not  occur  in  the  news- 

Eaper  reports  of  the  President's  speech, 
ut  he  did  state  that  he  had  urged  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Swaziland 
qoeBtion.  No  negotiations  are  in  pro- 
gress at  present  as  to  the  matter 
referred  to. 
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lAGOB. 

Mb.  LAWBENCE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
disastrous  results  to  humanity  and 
trade  that  followed  on  our  retirement 
from  Goomassie  without  leaving  there 
a  British  Resident,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  in  any  present  negotia- 
tions with  the  inland  tribes  at  Lagos 
provide  for  the  acceptance  by  them  of 
B^idents  in  the  towns  of  Ibadan, 
Abeokuta,  and  Jebu  Ode,  by  which  the 
interminable  native  wars  may  be  put 
an  end  to,  and  the  trade  routes  kept 
permanently  open  ? 

Babon  H.  de  worms  :  In  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
have  to  say  it  is  impossible  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  come  to  any 
decision  as  to  the  future  arrangements 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  places 
named  until  they  have  received  and 
considered  the  Reports  which  may  be 
expected  from  the  Governor  on  the 
recent  operations  and  their  results. 
The  hoD.  Member  may,  however,  be 
assured  that  the  matter  will  receive 
most  careful  and  serious  attention,  and 
that  in  its  consideration  the  object  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  to 
adopt  the  best  means  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  native  wars  and  keeping  the 
trade  routes  permanently  open.  T  may 
add  that  a  telegram  has  been  to-day 
received  from  the  Governor  reporting 
his  return  to  Lagos  with  the  greater 
pait  of  the  expeditionary  fores,  a  strong 
detachment  luiviag,  however,  been  left 
at  Jebu  Ode,  where  it  will  remun  till 
matters  ax&  settled. 

POSTAL  SALARIES  AKD  WAGES. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
G^enerai  whether  he  can  furnish  any 
particulars  of  the  way  in  which  the 
mcreaaed  sum  recently  voted  for  postal 
salaries  and  wages  has  oeen  distributed ; 
what  class  or  olasees  have  bene- 
fited by  the  increase,  and  to  what 
extent;  and  what  classes  have  been 
excluded  from  benefit ;  what  propor- 
tion of  the  increase  was  assigned  to  the 
employees  in  London,  and  what  to  the 
emjdoyees  in  the  rest  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  and  will  he  state  the  totaJ 
numoer  of  peraons  that  have  received 


increases,  and  the  total  amount  so 
distributed  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  The 
information  desired  in  the  first  para* 
graph  of  my  hon.  Friend's  question 
will  be  found  in  great  detail  in  the 
present  Estimates.    A  convenient  sum- 
mary showing  the  growth  of  each  sub- 
head of  the  Vote  is  given  on  page 
56  of  the  Post  Office  Estimates,  and 
OD  page  125  of  the  Tel^raph  Estimates. 
It  will  there  be  seen,  on  examining 
Sub-heads  A  and  C  of  the  Postal  Vote, 
and  Sub-heads  E  and  G  of  the  Tele- 
graph Votes,  how  large  are  the  in- 
creases in  respect  of  salaries  and  wages  ; 
and  in  order  to  ascertain  what  classes 
have  benefited,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  hon.  Memberto  compare  the  salaries 
and  wages  given  in  the  current  Esti- 
mates with  the  salaries  and  wagea 
given  in  the  Estimates  of  1890-91.  It 
would  not  be  practicable  to  give  th» 
information  &aked.  for  in  greater  detaiL. 
-Within  the  last  two  years  nearly  every 
branch  of  this  vast  Department  has- 
been  overhauled,  the  wages  examined,. 
and,where  necessary , revisions  have  been 
carried  out.    It  is  not  correct  to  say 
that  classes  have  been  excluded  from 
benefit.     Those    cases   which  hav» 
been  examined  have  been  dealt  with, 
according  to  their  merits.    The  sum 
voted  was   not  distributed  .  in  tho 
way  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  HeatonV 
seems  to  think ;  and,  indeed,  it  woa3 
not  have  been  practicable  to  have  as- 
signed a  proportion  to  London  and  a 
proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  to  be  spent  in  the  two  divi- 
sions.- What  occurred  was  that  the 
rates  of  pay  were  examined,  fixed  ac- 
cording to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
the  amoimts  payable  under  the  Snh- 
heads  A  and  G  and  Sub-heads  £  and 
G  were  simply  the  result  of  arith- 
metical calculation  depending  upon  th&- 
numbers  employed.    I  am  unable  to- 
state  accurately  how  many  persons  re- 
ceived increases,  bat  the  total  growth 
for  this  year  only  of  both  Votes  as- 
given  in  the  Estimates  amounts  to  over^ 
£280,000.    It  should  not  be  overlooked 
that,  besides  addition  to  the  rate  of 
wages,  a  great  many  other  iinpzx>Te- 
ments  costing  money  were  granted  in 
1890 — namely,   improvemoit    in  the- 
rate  of  overtime;  additional  pay  for 
Sunday  work;    additional  pay  fcv 
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Bank  Holidays;  revision  of  saperin- 
tending  classes,  and  payment  for  sick 
leave. 

THB  HURRICANE  AT  HACRITIUB. 

Mb.  BEODIE  HOARE  (Hamp- 
stead) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
having  regard  tothe  exceptional  natnre 
of  the  calamity  which  has  recently  be- 
fallen Mauritius,  the  Government  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  taking 
some  steps  to  alleviate  the  widespread 
distress  wbi(^  prevails  in  that  Colony  ? 

Babok  H.  db  WOBMS  :  Despatches 
from  Mauritins  containing  details  of 
the  hurricane  have  only  just  been  re- 
ceived, and  there  has  not  as  yet  been 
time  fully  to  consider  them  ;  but  the 
proposal  which  has  been  made  to 
guarantee  a  loan  will  receive  favour- 
able consideration.  My  hon.  Friend  is 
aware  that  remittances  have  already 
beoi  made  from  the  Fund  opened  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  relieve  immediate 
distress  in  the  Colony. 

HTDE  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  JOSEPH  W.  SIDEBOTHAM 

(Cheshire,  Hyde)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Fostmasler  General  whether  a  final 
decision  has  been  anived  at  respecting 
the  promised  new  post  office  for  Hyde, 
Cheshire ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
the  present  office  is  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  requirements  of  the  town,  he  can 
expedite  the  transfer  of  the  postal 
business  to  more  suitable  and  con- 
venient premises  ? 

Snt  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  with  the 
Corporation  of  Hyde  for  the  acquisition 
of  a  site  at  the  comer  of  Corporation 
and  Oldham  Streets  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  post  office  building,  and  I 
understand  that  the  Corporation  are 
about  to  make  application  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Authority  to 
seU. 

UNEMPLOYED  TRADE  UNIONISTS. 

CoLOHEL  HOWABD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield.  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  'n-ade  if,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  official  Beport  that  last 
mondi  13,856  membera  of  nineteen 
Trade  Unions  were  out  of  work,  he  is 
able  to  state  how  many  were  unem- 
ployed in  the  remaining  240  Trade 
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Unions,  with  616,000  members,  and 
particularly  how  many  were  out  of 
work  among  unskilled  laboxurers  ? 

A  LOBD  OF  THE  TBEASUBY  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  'Wigton)  :  My 
right,  hon.  Friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  thequestion.andto  say :  lunder- 
stand  that  the  information  already 
given  by  the  Labour  Commission  is  as 
complete  as  it  can  be  made.  It  is 
impossible  to  obtain  the  exact  numbers 
of  unemployed  members  of  Trades 
Unions,  except  in  the  case  of  such 
Unions  as  keep  a  registry  of  the  unem> 
ployed  for  out-of-work  benefit  or  other 
purposes.  But  only  a  limited  number  of 
Unions  |»y  out-of-work  benefit  and  a 
much  less  number  publish  monthly 
returns ;  all  the  important  Societies, 
which  are  able  to  do  so.  send  their 
returns  to  the  Board  of  Tnide. 

OLOTE  CONTEST  AT  THE  NATIONAL 
SPORTING  CLUB. 

SiB  WILFBID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cookermouth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  reports  of  a  prize 
fight,  which  took  place  on  Monday. 
30th  May,  at  the  National  Sporting 
Club ;  and  whether  any  proceedings 
have  been  taken  against  those  partici- 
pating in,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  en- 
counter ? 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews.  Birmingham,  E.)  :  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  report  al 
what  is  described  as  a  glove  contest  at 
the  National  Sporting  Club  on  30th 
May.  The  manager  of  the  club  was 
cautioned  by  the  police  before  the 
contest  took  place,  that  he  must  be 
held  responsible  if  any  breach  of  the 
law  occurred.  A  case  of  a  some- 
what similar  character  took  place 
in  1890,  between  Slavin  and 
McAuhffe,  and  a  prosecution  was 
iitstituted  by  the  police  which  ended  in 
an  acquittal ;  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Police  has  no  evidence  to  enable 
him  to  take  the  present  case  out  of  the 
category  of  athletic  sports,  and  the 
police  in  the  present  case  do  not  intend 
to  prosecute.  I  have  requested  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  to  con- 
sider whether  there  is  any  material  Uxt 
Justifying  a  prosecution. 
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Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  Are  we 
to  understand  that  these  proceedings 
took  place  under  the  snperintendence 
of  the  police  ? 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  No;  the  hon. 
Baronet  is  not  to  understand  that.  I 
-have  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Db.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
if  there  were  any  police  present  ? 
:  Mb.  EDWAED  KNATCHBTJLL- 
HUGESSEN  reiochester) :  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  wnere  proper  gloves  are 
-used,  and  the  usual  precautions  are 
taken,  these  contests  are  perfectly 
legal? 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  do  not  think  it 
turns  entirely  upon  the  question  of 
whether  there  are  ^oves  or  not.  I 
think  there  may  be  a  prize  fight  even , 
with  ^oves.  It  turns  upon  whether 
the  matter  is  really  in  the  nature 
of  athletic  sports,  an  exhibition 
of  skill,  of  training,  and  manly  strength 
in  the  art  of  seU  defence,  or  whether 
it  is  a  malicious  contest  with  intent  to 
do  harm.  That  is  a  question  of  fact  for 
a  jury ;  and  I  think  the  case  of  Slavin 
and  McAuliffe  was  much  stronger  for 
the  prosecution  than  this  case ;  and 
yet  it  failed.  The  jury  held  that  ther« 
was  no  evidence. 

SiB  WILFRID  LAWSON:  Might 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
whether,  at  the  athletic  contest  he 
.  speaks  about,  after  one  of  the  men  was 
.Iwaten,  he  was  strack  by  the  other  man 
till  the  blood  spurted  out  on  the  people 
sitting  in  the  front  row,  and  two 
men's  shirts  were  so  covered  with 
blood  that  they  had  to  be  carried  away 
from  the  place  ? 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  not  read 
the  long  report  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
has  read  containing  all  the  sanguinary 
details. 

Db.  TANNER :  May  I  ask  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  any  pohce 
were  present  at  this  encounter,  in  view 
.6t  the  fact  that  the  police  attend  the 
■meetings  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  in 
Ireland? 

.  Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Glouces- 
ter, Cirencester) :  Before  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  that  question,  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  whether  he  will 
allow  it  to  be  understood  that  the  same 
.law  whi(^  applies  to  Lord  Lonsdale 
and  his  "pus"  in  London  will  also 


apply  to  the  poor  people  down  in  the 
country :  and  if  he  is  going  to  allow 
prize  fights  under  the  protection  of 
the  police  in  London  he  will  not  let 
the  police  interfere  with  them  in  the 
country  ? 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS :  The  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  appears  to  me  to  be  utterly 
unwarrantable.  No  prize  fight  takes 
place  under  the  protection  the 
police. 

Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM:  In  the 

presence  of  the  pohce. 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS:  No;  "under 
the  protection  of  the  police  "  were  the 
words  which  the  hon.  Member  used. 
I  have  answered  his  question.  The 
police  do  their  very  utmost  to  put  down 
prize  fights ;  but  the  police  cannot  take 
the  law  in  their  own  hands.  It  is  for 
a  jury  to  decide ;  and  when  they  have 
decided  that  no  prize  fight  has  taken 
place,  the  police  cannot  alter  that.  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  below  the 
Gangway  (Dr.  Tanner),  I  cannot  tell  at 
present  whether  any  police  were  present. 
I  think  not,  but  I  will  make  inquiries. 

CABDIPF  NEW  POST  OFFICE, 
SiB  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  it  is  true  that  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  post  office  at  Cardifi' 
is  being  delayed  by  ^an  alteration  of 
the  ^lans.  in  which  brick  and  eotta 
dresamga  are  being  substituted  for 
stone ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  change 
is  due  in  any  degree  to  the  alleged 
efforts  of  the  Mason's  Society  to  pre- 
vent worked  stone  from  being  imported 
into  the  town  ? 

SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
purchase  of  the  site  for  the  new  post 
office  at  Cardiff  has  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted ;  and  though  the  plans  for  the 
building  are  under  consideration,  they 
have  not  yet  been  sent  to  me  for 
approval.  There  has,  therefore,  been 
no  avoidable  delay.  The  second  part 
of  the  question  would  more  properly 
be  addressed  to  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works.  The  Post  Office  has  no 
knowledge  on  the  subject. 

CASH    INSTEAD   OF  STAMPS. 

Colonel  JODRELL-COTTON 
(Cheshire,  Wirral)  (on  behalf  of 
ait.  Bbunnbb,  Cheshire,  Northwioh)  : 
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I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
-whether  he  can  arrange  to  facilitate 
the  prepayment  in  cash,  instead  of 
stamps,  of  postal  matter  at  one  post 
office  in  each  borough  and  one  in  each 
county  constituency  during  the  General 
fileotioa  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  I  am 
fiorry  that  I  cannot  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion, which  on  the  face  of  it  is  desirable, 
«s  such  transactions  require  more 
supervision  than  can  be  given,  especially 
,  in  amall  offices,  at  a  time  when  the 
work  is  unusually  heavy. 

MANCHESTER  POSTMEN'S  PAY. 

'  Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manohester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  the  minimum  pay  of  postmen 
In  the  large  provincial  towns  has  been 
reduced  from  eighteen  shillings — at 
which  it  stood  previously — to  seventeen 
shillings  ;  and  whether  he  could  arrange 
that  postmen  in  the  Manchester  Post 
■Office  of  all  classes,  not  merely  the 
superior  officers,  should  have  the  same 
scheme  of  holidays  as  is  understood  to 
•exist  in  the  London  General  Post  Office — 
nam^y,  that  holidays  should  be  taken 
between  the  months  of  March  and 
October,  avoiding  thus  the  inclement 
winter  season ;  and  why  the  issue  of 
the  third  good  conduct  stripe  is  limited 
to  a  certain  number  of  recipients,  whilst 
the  issue  and  second  good  conduct 
stripes  is  unlimited  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGtJSSON  :  In  the 
large  provincial  towns  the  minimum  of 
the  postman's  scale  has  been  reduced 
from  eighteen  shillings  to  seventeen 
shillings  a  week.  The  maximum  of  his 
scale  has  at  the  same  time  been  raised 
from  twenty-eight  shillings  to  thirty 
shillings  a  week  ;  and  even  at  the  mini- 
mum he  receives  now  much  more  than 
he  received  under  the  old  scale,  inas- 
much  as  he  has  now,  what  he  had  not 
liefbre,  a  special  payment  for  Sunday 
-duty.  In  Manohester  a  postman  who 
has  his  leave  between  November  and 
April  in  one  year  has  it  between 
May  and  October  in  the  next.  Inquiry 
-wil  be  made  whether  without  undue 
«x  iense  any  more  liberal  arrangement 
•eia  be  made.  The  good  conduct  badge 
three  stripes,  unlike  the  badges  oj 
one  and  two  stripes,  is  limited  in  point 
«f  number. 
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chaplains. 

Mb.  a.  HARGREAVBS  BBOWN 
(Shropshire,  Wellington)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  letter  by  Miss  Robinson, 
dated  Soldiers*  Institute,  Portsmouth, 
20th  May,  wherein  she  states  that  she 

"  Is  not  allowed  to  hold  meetinga  in  bar- 
raoks  (u  f ormeriy)  solely  beoMiie  the  *h^flninii 
disapprove  " ; 

whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  her  further  statement,  that  a  ser- 
geant who  used  to  visit  the  prisoners 
was  strictly  ordered  by  the  ohaplaln 
never  to  go  in  again  on  such  errands, 
when  it  was  found  that  he  had  taken 
in  a  small  book  there  with  "Miss  Damil's 
Soldiers'  Home  "  on  it ;  and  whether  he 
is  now  prepared  to  state  the  result  of 
his  promised  inquiries  with  regard  to 
the  alleged  interference  with  Miss 
Robinson's  work  among  the  soldiers  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbod- 
EiCK,  Surrey,  Guildford) ;  I  have  re- 
ferred this  question  to  the  genwal 
officer  commanding  at  Portsmouth,  whc 
states  that  Miss  Robinson's  visitors 
have  not  been  refused  permission  to 
hold  meetings  in  barracks ;  but  have 
been  informed  that  all  meetings  must 
be  of  an  unsectarian  character,  it 
having  been  found  that  religious  sub- 

1'ects  of  A  controversial  character  had 
leen  introduced.  Nothing  is  known 
of  the  sergeant  referred  to,  or  of  the 
orders  alleged  to  have  been  ^ven  to 
him.  There  is  no  desire  to  uiterfere 
with  Miss  Robinson's  work  provided 
the  above-named  condition  is  ob- 
served. 

IRISH   TEACHERS'   PENSION  FUND. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W^  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Tk^asury 
when  the  actuaries  were  appointed  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
Teachers'  Pension  Fund ;  who  are  the 
actuaries ;  have  they  made  any  Report ; 
when  are  they  likely  to  complete  their 
function  ;  whether  the  Papers  will  be 
presented  before  the  end  of  the  Session ; 
and  whether  the  Reports  of  1885  and 
1891  can  be  presented  now  ? 
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SiE  JOHN  GORST  :  The  Committee 
was  appointed  in  February,  and  con- 
»8t  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
Teachers'  Pension  Office  and  the 
actnaries  to  tlie  Friendly  Societies 
Begistty  and  the  National  Debt  Office. 
The  Committee  have  agreed  to  b  pre- 
liminary Memorandum,  the  effect  of 
which  is  given  in  the  Paper  presented 
to  Parliament  in  March  last ;  but  I  do 
not  expect  that  the  complete  Beport 
will  be  ready  before  the  end  of  next 
month.  The  answer  to  question  five 
depends  upon  the  length  of  the  Session. 
The  Beport  of  1885  was  laid  before 
Parliament  in  the  same  year,  and  I 
have  already  explained  that  it  would  be 
inoonvemient  to  lay  the  Beport  of  1891 
on  the  Table  unaccompanied  by  that  of 
the  Committee. 

LORD  WANTAGE'S  COMMITTEE. 

VisconNT  CUBZON  (Bucks,  Wy- 
combe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the 
statement  in  the  Pioneer  newspaper, 
as  telegraphed  to  the  Times  on  Mon- 
d^,  dOth  May,  to  the  effect  that  con- 
siderable  dissatisfaction  existed  in 
India  at  the  withholding  of  Lord 
Roberts's  evidence  given  to  Lord  Wan- 
tage's Committee,  the  War  Office  will 
take  steps  to  procure  it,  and  lay  it  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House? 

Mb.  BEODRICK  (who  replied) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  presented  to 
Parliament  all  the  evidence  which  the 
fJommittee  submitted  to  him,  and  he 
has  no  knowledge  of  any  which  the 
Committee  may  have  received  but  have 
not  inoladed  in  their  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence. The  responsibility  of  submitting 
evidmce  lay  entirely  with  the  Com- 
mittee. I  understand  that  a  con- 
siderable mass  of  opinion  was  received 
from  all  classes  of  officers,  and  that 
the  Committee  decided  only  to  publish 
evicUnce  which  had  been  subjected  to 
oroBB-examination. 

THE  INCOME  TAX. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer does  Section  23  of  63  Vic,  c.  8, 
entitle  a  Spinning  and  Mannfocturing 
Company,  LimitM,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  its  own  premises,  and  paying 
duty  in  1891-2  under  Schedule  A  on 
£2,000,  and  under  Schedule  D  on 


£5,000,  to  repayment  of  the  wholo 
amount  of  duty  paid  on  proving  to  the 
Commissioners  for  General  Purposes  at 
the  end  of  the  year  that  there  had  been, 
a  loss  of  £2,000  on  tradhig ;  and,  if  so,, 
would  a  yeoman  farmer,  farming  his. 
own  land,  on  showing  that  his  loss  in. 
farming  exceeded  the  aggregate  amount 
of  his  assessment  under  Schedules  A. 
and  B,  be  entitled  to  repayment  of  all 
the  duties  paid  ? 

*The  CHANCELLOB  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUEB  (Mr.GoscHEN,  St.  George's,. 
Hanover  Square) :  The  two  cases- 
which  the  hon.  Member  gives  are  not 
parallel.  A  manufacturing  company  is. 
assessed  on  an  average  of  three  years*^ 
profits,  and  the  question  of  repayment 
is  governed  by  Section  6  of  28  &  2^ 
Vict.,  c.  30,  as  well  as  by  the  seetioQ 
which  the  hon.  Member  quotes.  A 
yeoman  farmer  would,  in  the  circum- 
stances stated  in  the  question,  be- 
entitled  to  repayment  of  all  the  duties- 
paid. 

IRISH  TEACHERS'  RESULT  FEE& 
Mb.  WILLIAM  ABBAHAM  (Lime- 
rick, W.) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  cases  of  national  school 
teachers  in  Ireland,  whose  schools- 
having  been  closed  consequent  upon  an 
epidemic  prevailing  in  their  districts^, 
will  thereby  be  deprived  of  result  fees, 
and  Customs  and  Excise  grants;  if 
he  can  see  his  way  to  arrange,  when 
such  schools  are  re-opened,  that  reason- 
able time  wiU  be  allowed  to  enable- 
teachers  to  prepare  pupils  for  examina- 
tion ;  and  if,  pending  the  results  of  such 
examinations,  the  teachers  will  be  paicF 
the  same  amount  of  fees  and  grante  ba- 
last  year,  the  difference  to  be  arranged 
in  subsequent  payments? 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  The  Commissioners, 
of  National  Education  report  that  the- 
fixed  salaries  of  the  national  school 
teachers  are  paid  in  full  in  the  oases 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  but 
the  result  fees  only  on  the  results  of 
the  examinations,  and  the  Customs 
and  Excise  grant,  under  the  terms  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  only  on  the- 
average  daily  attendance.  Beasonable- 
time  beyond  the  re^ar  results  period, 
in  cases  of  epidemic  is  allowed  when- 
such  concession  is  sought  to  eoablfr- 
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teachers  to  prepare  their  p^ils  more 
tifEec^Tely  for  examination .  ^uie  course 
dnggested  in  the  lut  paragraph  of  the 
•question  would  not  be  feasible. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 

SibWILLIAM  HAECOURT 
rfDerby) ;  I  to  ask  the  Under 
flecretaay  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
'Siphen  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  make 
^any  statement  with  reference  to  the 
•events  reported  to  have  occurred  at 
Uganda  in  January  last ;  what  is  the 
^iBte  of  the  last  direct  information  re- 
oeived  from  Captain  Lugard,  the  agent 
of  the  East  Africa  Company ;  whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  that  Company  has 
.deceived  no  information  from  its  agents 
at  their  principal  settlement  on  the 
Lakes  for  a  space  of  nine  months ;  and, 
what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Government 
jnropose  to  take  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  real  condition  of  things  in  the 
sphere  of  British  influence,  and  the 
■action  of  the  agents  of  a  Company 
claiming  to  act  under  the  authcnrity  of 
ihe  Crown? 

Ma.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  (1)  No 
statement  can  be  made  until  Captain 
XiUgard's  reports  are  received.  I  do 
not  think  that  they  can  be  long  delayed. 
.<2)  13th  August,  1891.  (3)  The  last  in- , 
formation  received  was  from  Captain 
Williams,  dated  4th  October,  Kampala, 
j^)  2^0  decision  can  be  arrived  at  until 
the  departs  referred  to  have  been 

Sib  WILLIAM  HASCOURT :  As  I 
nnderatand  there  has  been  no  report  to 
Ibis  Company  from  Uganda,  the  head- 
quarters of  their  territory,  for  nine 
months.  I  want  to  ask  what  measures 
are  Her  Majesty's  Government  going 
to  take,  in  a  case  where  a  Chartered 
Company  under  the  Crown  has  no 
linformatioB  from  its  principal  agent 
and  from  its  principal  station  for  nine 
months  to  prevent  such  a  state  of 
things  as  that  existing  ? 

Hb.  LOWTHEB:  The  answer  to 
that  is  to  wait  antil  the  reports  arrive. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to 
state  that  no  information  has  come 
"from  Uganda  through  the  British 
sphere,  or  that  no  information  at  all 
has  come  from  Uganda  ? 

Mr.  LOWTHER :  I  have  answered 
that  question  several  times  during  the 


,  last  few  days.  I  said  the  information 
came  through  the  British  sphere  direot 
from  Captain  Lugard  to  the  Company. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  not  aware  that  there  is  no 
communication  through  the  BritUh  * 
^here,  and  that  all  imormation  from 
Uganda  must  come  through  the  Ger- 
man sphere  ? 

Mr.  LOWTHER  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  anything  of  the  sort.    The  reports 
that  have  been  received  from  Captain 
Lugard  have  come  through  the  British ' 
sphere. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Why 

is  it  that  it  is  easier  to  obtain  informa* 
tion  from  Uganda  through  the  German 
sphere  of  influence  than  it  is  through 
the  British  sphere  of  influence  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  That  seems  to 
me  a  matter  of  argument  on  which  I 
am  not  competent  to  give  an  opinion. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) ;  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  give 
the  date  of  the  latest  information  re- 
ceived by  the  Foreign  Office  and  the 
source  from  which  it  came  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  put  the  question  on 
the  Paper,  I  wUl  try  to  give  him 
an  answer. 

Mb.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) : 
Are  there  no  stated  periods  at  which 
reports  are  made  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER  :  I  do  not  think 
there  are  any  stated  periods. 

COHHBRCIAL  TRBATIE8  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mb.  MATHER  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Gorton) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  AflFairs  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mercial Treaty  between  this  country 
and  Spain  will  expire  on  the  30th 
June,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Treaty  will 
be  prolonged,  or  replaced  by  another 
securing  the  same  most  favoured  nation 
treatment  for  British  goods  imported 
into  Cuba  in  the  future  as  that 
existing  in  the  past ;  and  whether 
other  nations,  notably  the  United 
States  of  America  and  France,  have 
secured  Commercial  Treaties  with 
Spain  which  will  give  to  those  countries 
in  the  future  the  advantsge  of  most 
favoured  nation  treatment  ? 
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Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  Negotia- 
tions were  recently  commenced  for  the 
conclusion  of  a  Commercial  Convention 
with  Spain,  but  they  are  temporarily 
suspended.  Spain  has,  so  far,  not 
"been  willing  to  grant  the  United 
Kin^om  most  favoured  nation  treat- 
ment, or  to  prolong  the  existing  Con- 
vention. The  United  States  and  Spain 
have  concluded  an  arrangement  as 
regards  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Spanish  Antilles.  A 
temporary  arrangement  has  been  con- 
cluded between  France  and  Spain, 
whereby  France  gives  to  Spain  her 
minimum  tariff,  and  Spain  gives  to 
France  in  Spain  and  in  her  Colonies 
her  conventional  tariff,  that  enjoyed 
by  England  up  to  the  1st  July. 
.Aiter  ta&t  date  the  two  countries  ex- 
change their  minimum  tari&  until  a 
permwent  Treaty  shall  have  been  con- 
cluded. 

Mb,  MATHER :  Will  Great  Britain 
be  in  a  less  favourable  position  as 
regards  Spain  after  the  30th  June, 
than  that  which  she  occupies  at  the 
present  time  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER :  Yes,  Sir,  Great 
Britain  will  be  in  a  less  favourable 
position  after  the  Ist  July,  the 
new  Spanish  minimum  tariff  being 
considerably  higher  than  the  present 
conventional  tariff. 

Mb.  MATHER :  What  are  the  chief 
^ffioulties  in  the  way  of  getting  Spain 
to  continue  the  Convention  in  the 
future  ? 

Me.  LOWTHER:  There  are  no 
difficulties  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  the  difficulties  are  on  the 
put  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

EXCISE  SALARY  SCALE. 

Sib  JAMES  BAIN  (Whitehaven) 
for  Mr.  EsLiiT(Camberwell,N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  state  the  reasons  which 
have  actuated  the  Treasury  and  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in  withholding 
the  full  benefits  of  the  salary  scale,  laid 
down  in  the  General  Order  of  2nd 
September,  1890,  from  the  Assistants 
of  Excise  serving  in  that  Department 
on  that  date  ? 
*The  chancellor  op  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr,  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square) :  The 
Treasury  have  not  done  what  the  hon. 


Member  suggests  they  have  done. 
Consequently  I  caimot  give  reasons  for 
doing  that  which  we  have  not  done. 

THE  "ROYAL  SOVEREIGN." 

Mb.  MATHER:  I  beg  to  ask  th» 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  is- 
the  approximate  cost  of  the  maohinery 
and  mechanical  apparatus  in  tba 
"  Royal  Sovereign,"  comprising  the 
steam,  hydraulic,  pneumatic,  electrical^ 
and  torpedo  equipment  throughout  the 
ship,  and  the  mechanism  connect&i 
therewith,  but  exclusive  of  the  ^uns- 
themselves ;  what  number  of  tramed 
engineers  and  skilled  mechanics  will 
form  the  staff,  from  the  engineer  ia 
chief  downwards — but  exclusive  of  the 
stokers  and  the  able-bodied  seamen 
who  woxUd  serve  the  guns — ^for  peeping 
the  machinery  and  mechanical  app^ 
ratus  in  a  state  of  working  efficiency 
in  case  of  stress  of  weather  or  in  action  - 
and  whether  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  properly  trained  mechanics- 
for  employment  in  men-of-war  of  the 
class  of  the  "Royal  Sovereign,"  in 
which  almost  every  operation  is  per- 
formed by  mechanism  of  great  variety 
and  complexity  from  stem  to  stem,  the 
working  efficiency  of  which  must  "de- 
termine the  utility  and  even  safety  of 
the  ship  ? 

The     first     LORD   op  raa 
ADMIRALTY  (Lord  Gboboe  HAicm- 
TON,  Middlesex,  Ealing):  The  cost  of  the- 
propelling  machinery,   auxiliary  ma* 
chinery,    electric    lighting,  torpedo 
fittings,  hydraulic  and  other  armament 
fittings  of    the  '*  Royal  Sovereign  " 
amounted  to  £205,000.'  The  engine- 
room  complement  of  the  first  class, 
battle-ships  of  this  class  has  been 
settled  by  a  committee  of  engineer 
officers  and  numbers  146  in  all»  which 
is  considerably  in  excess  of  that  of  all 
other  battle-ships.     It  includes  one 
chief  en^neer  and  six  engineerSr  three 
chief  and  nine  engine-room  artificers,, 
six  chief  stokers,  and  sixteen  leading 
stokers;  or,  altogether,  forty-one officers- 
and  petty  officers.     The  officers  are 
twenty  per  cent,  in  excess,  the  engine- 
room  artificers  twenty  per  cent,  in 
excess,  and  the  leading  stokers  fom-teen 
per  cent,  in  excess  of  similar  ranks  and 
ratings  in  the  '* Trafalgar,"  "Nile/* 
and  "  Sanspareil,"  which  are  ia  com- 
mission    in     the  Mediterranean^ 
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Facilities  are  given  to  stokers  to 
qualify  as  mechiuiics,  and  engine-room 
complements  'usaally  contain  several 
men  so  qualified  in  addition  to  the 
chief  and  other  petty  officers  who  are 
skilled  meohanios.  The  "  Boyal 
Sovereign  also  carries  a  gunnery 
Uentenant  and  a  torpedo  lieutenant, 
each  of  whom  has  gone  through  a 
q>eoial  course  of  instruction  to  fit  him 
to  undertake  the  supervision  of  the 
mechanism  with  which  his  duties 
require  him  to  deal.  Further,  she 
carries  a  carpenter  and  twenty-eight 
artisan  ratings.  Amongst  them  a 
torpedo  artificer,  a  plumber,  ten 
carpenter's  mates  and  shipwrights,  and 
two  blacksmiths  and  six  armourers  of 
various  grades.  Except  that  they  are 
slightly  more  numerous,  the  mechanical 
awaratus  in  the  "  Boyal.  Sovereign" 
differs  little  in  variety  and  complexity 
from  that  in  many  other  battle-ships 
which  have  been  at  sea  for  years. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
properly  trained  mechanics  as  engine- 
room  artificers. 

Mb.  MATHEB  :  How  is  a  stoker 
trained  to  become  a  qualified  mechanic, 
if  he  has  not  served  an  apprentice- 
ship? 

Lord  GEOBGE  HAMILTON:  A 
stoker  is  entered  as  an  ordinary 
seaman,  and  after  a  certain  time,  if  he 
shows  ability,  he  serves  a  course  which 
enables  him  to  act  as  a  mechamc ;  but 
of  course  he  receives  a  smaller  pay  and 
is  really  less  efficient  than  an  engine- 
room  artificer. 

ALLEGED  INTIMIDATION  BY  THE 
FARMERS'  ALLIANCE. 

Mb.  BOBEBTSON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Attorney  General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  state- 
ment, in  the  Eastei'n  Daily  Press  of 
26th  May,  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Jessop, 
Bector  of  Seaming,  to  the  effect  that 
three  of  his  parishioners  had  been  dis- 
missed from  employment  by  the 
mam^ers  of  the  Great  Eastern  Bail  way, 
under  pressure  from  the  Farmers' 
Alliance ;  and  whether,  as  the  facts 
stated  ap^ar  to  disclose  a  prima  facie 
case  of  criminal  conspiracy  on  the  part 
of  the  Alliance,  he  can  undertake  that 
an  inquiry  will  be  made  with  a  view 
of  asoertaming  their  true  character  ? 


The  ATTOENEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
BiGHABD  Webster.  Isle  of  Wight) : 
By  the  courtesy  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
have  seen  a  copy  of  the  newspaper 
paragraph  to  which  he  refers.  The 
materials  are  wholly  insufficient  to 
enable  me  to  come  to  the  conclnsion 
that  there  is  even  a  prima  facte  case  of 
a  criminal  conspiracy ;  mzt  I  will  see 
that  further  inquiry  is  made  into  the 
matter. 

CHURCH  OP  ENGLAND  CANONS. 

Mb.  BADCLIFFE  COOKE  (New- 
ington,  W.)(for  Colonel  Sandys,  Lan- 
cashire, S.W.,  Bootle) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  AttomeyGeneral  whether  the  legal 
advisers  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  any  intention  of  recommending 
the  alteration  of  the  present  form  of 
the  Boyal  licence  for  prescribing  the 
text  of  a  new  canon  for  the  Church  of 
England,  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of 
the  need  for  obtaining  from  the  Crown 
a  ratification  for  such  a  canon  after  its 
adoption  by  Convocation,  as  has  been 
suggested  by  the  English  Church 
Union  ? 

Sib  BICHABD  WEBSTEB  :  In 
reply  to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
for  my  hon.  and  gidlant  Friend,  I  have 
to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there 
is  no  ground  for  the  suggestion  tlu^t 
the  legal  advisers  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  any  intention  of 
making  any  recommendation  of  the 
kind  suggested. 

IRELAND  AND  THE  LABOUR  COMMIS- 
SION. 

Db.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Lai  lour  intend  to  send  a  Commission 
to  Ireland  to  take  evidence  on  rates  of 
agricultural  wages  in  the  same  manner 
as  it  is  intended  to  do  in  the  case  of 
Scotland;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  such 
recommendation  will  be  made  to  the 
Boyal  Commission  ? 

The  FIBST  LOBD  of  the  TEEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.):  Tes,  I  believe  that  is  the 
intention. 

THE  CONVICTION  OP  CORNELIUS 

O-DONOGHUE. 
Db.  TANNEB:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ire^nd  whetter 
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&  xe-mreEtigation  the  case  of  Cor- 
nehsfi  O'Dono^ae,  of  Gurigdangan, 
'EShoaAat^  County  Cork,  who  was 
eoDTieSied  ci  an  allied  dynamite 
cdleoiee  a>fc  the  CoA  Araizes  in  1889, 
vtU  be  eranted,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
freeh  e .  i  lenoe  is  now  forthcoming,  and 
in  the  buidsof  the  authorities,  tending 
to  prtTPe  O  Dooogfaoe's  innocence  ? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Maddeh.  Dublin  Uni- 
Tccsaty) :  I  «m  not  aware  of  the  evi- 
deoee  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers ; 
hat  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  convict  or 
flC  thofle  interaeted  in  his  case,  any 
flodi  evidenoe  exists,  the  proper  course 
is  to  submit  it,  by  way  of  a  Memorial, 
Sor  the  ocMindoration  of  the  Lordlaeu- 
tenant. 

Dk.  TANNER:  I  would  ask  the 
ri^it  boo.  Gentleman  whether,  seeing 
that  this  mui  was  convicted  on  the 
tuisapported  evidence  of  an  informer, 
be  wm  make  an  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  man  a  case,  wi^  the 
view  of  doing  justice  if  it  ^ould  be 
found  that  the  man  has  been  wrong- 
fully convicted  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  have  no  right  to 
make  inquiry  after  a  conviction ;  bat 
I  am  quite  certain  the  hon.  GenUe- 
m&a  must  be  misinformed  when  he 
states  that  the  man  was  convicted  on 
the  nnsttpported  evidence  of  an  in- 
former. 

LABOUBEB8'  COTTAGES  AND  ALLOT- 
MENTS IN  ULSTER. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  what  is  the  number  of  cot- 
ton and  allotments  provided  for 
labourers  under  the  Laoourers  (Ire- 
land) Act«  for  the  province  of  Ulster? 
*Mb.  JACICSON  :  Seventy-eight 
labourers'  cottageshaTe  been  authorised 
in  the  province  of  Ulster.  Of  these 
forty-five  were  completed  on  the  31st 
March  last,  and  seventeen  are  in 
course  of  erection. 

De.  tanner  :  Might  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  what  propor- 
tion the  labourers'  cottages  in  Ulster 
stand  with  regard  to  tbe  other  three 
provinces  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  judge  from  these 
facte  that  in  Ulster  private  enteriurise 
U  almost  sufficient. 

Vr.  Tamur 
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Db.  TANNEB:  May  I  ask  in  what 
counties  are  cottages  being  erected  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON ;  The  hon.  Member 
did  not  put  his  question  in  that  form, 
and  I  have  not  got  the  faots. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  have 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  inform  the  House  how  soon 
he  intends  to  take  any  Irish  Business 
after  the  holidays  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  (Certainly 
not  before  the  first  Monday. 

Db.  FARQUHABSON  (Aberdeen- 
shue,  W.):  Might  I  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  it  is  his 
intention  to  proceed  to-night  with 
No.  6  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day — The 
Access  to  Mountains  (Scotland)  (No.  2) 
BiU?  The  Bill  has  only  been  printed 
and  distributed  this  morning,  and  I 
would  ask  that  he  should  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  our  constitu- 
ents on  the  subject. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  will  not  take 
that  to-night. 


SITTINGS  OP  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER). 
Ordered — 

Thai  the  ProceediiiKS  on  iho  Clem  Dis- 
ciple (Immorality)  Bill  [Zor(2«],  if  under  dis- 
cuasioD  at  Twelve  this  night,  be  not  inter- 
rupted under  the  Standing  Order  "  SittiBOB 
ot  the  House."— (Jfr.  A.  J,  Balfour.) 

OBDEUS  OF  THE  DAY. 


CLEROT  DISCIPLINE  aUMORALITy) 
BILL.-(No.  239.) 

CONSIDERATION. 

As  amended,  considered.' 

f5.17.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS 
(Qlamorgan.  Mid)  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
1st  clause  which  is  down  on  the 
Paper  in  my  name,  with  one  or  two 
alterations.  Those  alterations  are  in 
line  9  to  substitute  "  Justices "  for 
"  Cotmty  Councillors,"  in  line  10  to 
substitute  "  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  *' 
for  "  County  Council,"  and  in  line 
to  substitute  "  three  "  for  "  two." 

New  Clause — 

Bleetton  of  Asseasort. 
"(L)  TbeaHesMinshaUbe  ohoBMinlhe 
preseribed  manner  from  thaliit  of  aasasaon 
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vrtio  thaU  be  elected  bm  soon  u  possible  after 
the  eomowioemeot  of  thie  Act  and  every 
three  yean  aftenraida,  as  foUowa  (ttiat  ii  to 

(e.)  thiMBhall  be  elected  from  their  own 
niunbar  hy  tJw  memberB  of  the 
Cathedral  Chorch  of  the  dioceae ; 

O*.)  four  shall  be  elected  from  their  own 
ounAier  by  the  beneficed  clergy  of 
■each  archdeaconry  in  the  diocese ;  and 
five  shall  be  elected  from  the  justices 
M  the  eouolgr  Iv  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Ses^na  of  eaen  ooonty  wholly  in  the 
dioocae,  and  of  aach  ot  the  ooooties 
partly  in  the  diocese  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed. 
iZ.)  Provided  that— 

(a.)  the  consent  of  an  assessor  to  aanra 
shall  be  obtained  beftore  he  is  elected  ; 
and 

{b.)  if  an  assesBor  oeaies  to  be  one  of  the 
body  from  irtuHnheisdectedorresi^s, 
or  die*  orbecMne  ineambleof  ac<ing, 
the  ehaneeOor  may  declare  a  vacancy, 
and  thereupon  the  vacancy  may  be 
filled  by  another  election. 

(3.)  When  the  presence  ot  assessors  is  re- 
quired three  det^men  and  three  laymen  shall 
be  chosen  out  of  Uie  assessors  on  the  said  list, 
by  ballot  conducted  by  the  registrar  in  the 
nreeonce  of  such  (if  any)  of  the  parties  as 
desire  to  be  present  by  themselves  or  their 
rqireeentativoa. 

(4.)  The  assessors  chosen  shall  be  bound 
to  attend  when  required,  and  it  anyone  tails 
so  to  attend  withont  a  reasonable  excuse 
AatistactoiT  to  the  chancellor  he  shall  be 
disaaaliftea  tot  acting  or  being  elected 
again  as  aasoaaor,  and  the  ehaaeellor  shall 
^Mlan  a  vaeancr,  and  the  varancy  shall  be 
^ed  1^  a  new  election. 

(5.)  If  any  assessor  is  objected  to  by  either 
puty  (or  reasons  approved  by  the  chancellor 
lie  shall  be  dis  charged  from  serving. 

(6.)  It  by  reason  of  anjr  objection  or  of 
mnMtttendaaoe  or  otherwise  the  requisite 
nnmbar  of  aHWsaors  is  not  obtained  before 
4iie  trial  tlie  chancellor  shall,  if  there  is 
time,  cause  a  olei^Dian  or  layman,  as  the 
■case  may  require,  to  be  chosen  from  the 
list  ot  assessors  by  another  ballot,  but  it  there 
is  not  time  shall  appoint  lome  clergyman  or 
layman,  as  the  ease  may  require,  who  is  will- 
ti^  to  serve,  and  is  not  objected  to  by  either 
party  for  cause  shown  and  deemed  sufficient 
or  the  chancellor  to  make  up  the  full  number 
«(  five  assessors,"  -  (Jfr.  Samuel  Evamty) 

-—brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  CUrnse  be  read  a  second 
time." 

(5.18.)  The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  BiCHARD  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
Hay  I  ask  the  hon.  Member,  only  for 
information,  whether  the  Amendment 
*'  three  "  is  at  the  beginning  of  Sub- 
Section  3,  so  that  the  words  will  read, 
**  When  the  presence  of  assessors  is 


required,  three  clergymen," and  so  on? 
Mb.  EYANS  :  Yes. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time  and  added 
to  the  BUI. 

Mb.  EVANS:  I  beg  to  move  the 
new  clause  with  regard  to  the  punish- 
ment of  disobedience  to  sentence. 

New  Clause — 

(Poniabment  of  disobedience  to  sentence.) 

"  If  a  clergyman  wilfully  disobegrs  a  sen- 
tence passed  under  this  Act,  or  any  require- 
ment or  direction  contained  in  such  sentence, 
be  may  be  cited  before  the  consistory  court, 
and  if  after  the  prescribed  proeeedings  lor 
enabling  him  to  show  cause  to  the  conteary, 
the  chancellor  is  satisfied  that  the  olemrman 
hasibeen  so  wilfully  disobedient,  and  o(^^t  to 
be  punished  for  it,  the  chancellor  may  pro- 
nounce judgment  agunst  him,  which  shall  be 
subject  to  ue  like  appeal  as  if  pronounced  on 
a  trial  under  this  Act,  and  sentence  him  to 
sach  ecclesiastical  punishment  as  the  eravi^ 
of  the  case  appewrs  to  require,  inclnding  a 
sentence  ot  deprivation ;  and  where  any 
sentence  is  so  passed  the  writ  (2e  eotUumaee 
capiendo  shall  not  be  issued," — (Jfr.  Samuct 
Evans,) 

— brought  up,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Me.  EVANS :  I  beg  to  move  the 
last  new  clause  which  is  on  the  Paper  in 
my  name  in  a  somewhat  modified  form, 
though  the  object  is  carried  out  which 
I  had  in  view  when  I  put  the  clause  on 
the  Paper.  The  form  in  which  I  beg 
to  move  it  is : — 

"  No  person  shall,  by  reason  of  any  employ- 
ment or  emolument  under  this  Act,  acquire 
any  right  to  compensation,  superannuation,  or 
other  allowance,  on  abolition  ot  office  or 
otherwise." 

My  reason  for  moving  this  Amend- 
ment is  that,  when  the  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  over  the  Consistory  Courts 
was  taken  away  in  1856,  there  was  an 
immense  sum  of  money  paid  by  this 
country  for  compensation  and  allow> 
ance  to  those  persons  whose  office  was 
taken  away.  Under  this  Bill  Consistory 
Courts  are  being  again  setup,  andoflicers 
will  be  created,  and  the  object  of  the 
clause  is  to  provide  that  there  shall  be 
no  claim  for  compensation  by  virtue  of 
any  employment  or  emolument  which 
may  come  into  existence  under  this 
Act. 

New  Clause — 

(No  vested  interests  to  be  created.) 
"  No  person  shall,  by  reason  of  any  employ- 
ment or  emolument  under  this  Act,  acquire 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4&7       •  Clergy  Discipline        {COMMONS}        {InrnoraUty)  BiU.  468 


any  right  to  compeDtatioD,  lap  -rannnfttion,  or 
other  allowanoe,  on  abolition  of  ofBce  or  othisr- 
wise," — iJIfr.  Samuel  Evans,') 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  lead  a  second 
time." 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I 
doubt  myself  whether  the  words  of  the 
clause  are  necessary,  because  I  do  not 
know  how  any  claim  can  possibly  be 
made.  If  the  hon.  Member  desires  to 
make  it  dear  that  there  should  be 
no  claim,  I  have  no  objection  to  insert 
the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  BiU. 

Mb.  EVANS :  If  I  am  in  order,  I 
desire  to  move  as  a  new  clause  Sub- 
section 4,  which  is  down  on  the  Paper 
in  my  name,  on  Clause  5,  page  4,  line 
22,  with  the  substitution  of  the  word 
"may"  for  "shall"  in  the  4th  line. 
This  clause  will  provide  that  the  Bishop 
may  after  sentence,  without  further 
formality,  depose  a  clergyman  from 
holy  orders  where  the  ecclesiastical 
.preferment  that  a  clergyman  has  held 
becomes  vacant  under  the  Bill. 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment will  be  in  order  as  a  new  clause, 
and  I  shall  put  it  accordingly. 

New  Clause — 

(Deposition  after  deprivation.} 

"  Where  by  virtne  of  this  Act,  or  of  any 
sentence  paased  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  the 
ecclesiastical  preferment  of  a  clergyman  be- 
comes vacant,  and  it  appears  to  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese  that  he  ought  also  to  be  deposed 
from  holy  orders,  the  bishop  may,  by  sentence 
and  ^ttaoui  any  farther  formality,  depose 
such  clemrman  from  holy  orders,  ana  the 
sentence  m  deposition  shall  be  recorded  in 
'Um  registry  of  the  diocese :  Provided  always, 
that  such  clergyman  may  appeal  against  ue 
said  sentence  within  one  month  from  the  date 
thereof  to  the  archbishop  of  the  province, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final,"— (Jtfr.  Samuel 
Erana,) 

— ^brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
•time." 

{5.22.)  Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER : 
En  the  form  in  which  the  clause  stood 
on  the  Paper  it  was  quite  inadmissible, 
and  I  ooom  not  possioly  have  accepted 

Mr,  Evans 


it ;  but  the  hon.  Member  has  proposed 
it  in  a  permissive  form.  This  clause  Is. 
taken  from  the  Bill  of  last  year  ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say,  after  having  made  full 
inquiry,  I  find  that  the  power  given  by 
the  clause  is  inoperative  and  is  not 
required.  I  do  not  myself  pretend  to 
be  a  very  learned  auwority  on  eccle- 
siastical law;  but  I  am  informed  by 
the  best  authorities  on  ecclesiastical 
law  that  deposition  from  holy  orders  has 
been  obsolete  for  many  years.  I  would, 
therefore,  ask  the  hon.  and  learned 
Members  who  support  the  clause  whe- 
ther they  can  give  us  any  warrant  for 
its  insertion ;  and  if  they  can  I  shall 
not  offer  any  opposition,  for  while  I 
think  the  clause  will  be  of  no  use,  it 
will  do  no  harm. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Lanca- 
shire, N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  ehonld  like  to 
be  informed  by  the  hon.  Oentlemaa 
opposite  whether  he  proposes  there 
shall  be  any  compulsion  on  the  Bishop 
to  depose  ? 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  No, 
he  "  may." 

Mr.  EVANS  :  By  the  permission  of 
the  House,  I  will  answer  the  question 
of  the  Attorney  General.  My^  desire 
for  having  this  clause  in  the  Bill,  and 
the  authority  I  have  for  thinking  that 
it  is  a  necessary  clause,  is  that  it  waa 
in  the  Government's  own  Bill  last 
year. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  reada  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

(5.25.)  Mb.  EVANS:  In  proposing 
the  first  Amendment  which  is  down  in 
my  name  to  Clause  1,  I  desire  to  make 
it  perfectly  clear  to  the  House  what  itft 
object  is.    I  propose  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  on  indictment "  in  tine  seven 
on  Clause  1.  .  The  clause  as  it  reads 
would  provide  that,  upon  conviction  of 
a  clergyman  for  treason  or  felony,  or 
on  indictment  for  a  misdemeanour,, 
followed  by  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour,  his  living  should  be  declared 
by  the  Bishop  to  be  vacant.    Now,  the 
words  "on  indictment"  are  limiting 
words,  making  it  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  prosecution  either  at  the 
Assizes  or  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  ; 
and  I  think  that  where  an  offenoe  haa 
been  committed  the  livine  oo^t  to  be- 
come vacant,  no  matter  what  the  Goorb 
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is  which  excises  the  jurisdiction  and 

Sronoonces  the  conviction.  The  ten- 
ency  of  legislation  of  recent  years  has 
been  to  increase  the  jurismction  of 
Justices'  Courts  as  Courts  of  Siunmary 
Jurisdiction,  and  there  are  various 
offences — not  only  misdemeanours,  but 
serious  felonies — which  may  be  dealt 
with  by  these  Courts.  The  Justices 
may  convict  for  larceny,  stealing  from 
the  person,  embezzlement,  receiving 
stolen  goods,  and  for  a  host  of  other 
very  serious  offences.  It  is  true  that 
where  there  is  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  if 
the  goods  stolen  exceed  a  certain 
amount,  the  jurisdiction  by  summary 
process  of  the  Justices  is  ousted,  and 
the  defendant  must  go  either  to  the 
Assizes  or  to  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  to  take  bis  trial ;  but  where 
there  is  a  plea  of  guilty,  whatever  the 
value  may  have  been,  the  Justices  can 
pass  a  sentence  not  exceeding  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  hardlabour. 
It  may  be  urged  by  those  who  support 
the  clause  as  it  at  present  stands  that 
their  object  is  that  for  such  offences  as 
entail  deprivation  a  clergyman  shall  be 
tried  by  a  jury.  Permit  me  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  the  authority  of 
Temporal  Coiu*ts  in  matter  of  offences  by 
clergymen  is  acknowledged  to  the  fullest 
extent  in  this  Bill,  and  in  the  next 
section  it  is  provided  that  conviction  by 
any  Temporal  Court  is  absolutely  con- 
clusive. If  that  be  so,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  of  their  supporters  to  say  that 
under  this  section  you  must  have  a  trial 
by  jury.  It  is  clear  it  does  not  matter 
what  the  Court  may  be  that  found  the 
man  guilty  :  it  is  not  a  question  of 
whether  he  had  a  fair  trial  or  not.  Let 
me  use  one  illustration  to  show  the 
House  the  incongruity  of  the  section  as 
it  at  present  stands.  Supposing  a 
clerg}'man  is"  prosecuted  for  embezzle- 
ment (which  is  not  a  felony),  and  is 
tried  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  or  at  the 
Assizes ;  he  is  found  guilty  by  a  jur\' 
and  is  sentenced  to  three  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour.  If  so,  he 
must  vacate  his  preferment.  But  if  a 
clerg}-man  pleads  guilty  before  a  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction  to  the  same 
offence  and  the  Justices  sentence  him 
to  six  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour,  yet  nothing  follows 
under    the    section    of    this  Bill. 


What  ought  to  deprive  a  clergyman 
of  the  power  of  ministering  to  the 
spiritual  neoessitira  of  the  pe^e  is 
the  commission  of  criminal  offences^ 
whatever  the  nature  of  the  Court  may 
be  before  which  he  is  tried.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  his  having  a  full  and  fair 
trial,  because  we  have  his  own  con- 
fession of  guilt.  Whatever  the  nature 
of  the  Court  may  be,  I  think  it  should 
follow  that  he  ^ould  no  longer  hold 
his  ecclesiastical  preferment,  but  should 
make  way  for  someone  better  fitted  for 
the  discharge  of  his  sacred  duties.  I 
hope  that  uie  reasons  I  have  given  in 
support  of  this  Amendment  will  be 
sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  accept, 
it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,. 
line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  on 
indictment." — {Mr.  Samuel  Hvans.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the- 
words  '  on  indictment  *  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

(6.32.)  Mb.  LLOYD  -  GEOEGE 
(CamiuTon,  &c.) :  X  certainly  expected 
some  sort  of  an  answer  from  the- 
Attorney  General  to  the  arguments  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment.  As  hon.  Members  must 
be  aware,  a  clergyman  who  commits- 
an  offence  against  the  law  such  as- 
larceny  is  tried  under  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act.  But  let  us  take  the 
case  of  one  who  has  been  convicted  by 
a  jury  of  stealing  property  of  the  value- 
of  428.  Under  the  Act  as  it  stands, 
at  present,  the  conviction  will  enable  the 
Bishop,  without  further  trying  the- 
charges  against  the  clergym  an ,  to  declare- 
bis  living  vacant.  But  supposing  the 
property  is  only  of  the  value  of  6d.,, 
and  the  clergyman  is  found  guilty  in  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction , 
although  it  is  exactly  the  same  kind  of 
offence,  the  living  is  not  declared 
vacant.  I  fail  to  see  why  such  a  dis- 
tinction should  be  made,  because  in 
each  the  commission  of  the  offence 
creates  a  scandal,  and  renders  ineffec- 
tual the  spiritual  ministration  of  the 
offender.  I  must  say  that  my  hon. 
Friend  has  made  out  a  most  conolusive 
case  in  support  of  his  Amendment. 
Other  arguments  of  a  similar  nature 
might  be  urged  in  favour  of  it  in  regard 
to  atrocious  offences  against  the- 
person.    If  a  clergy  man  is  found  guilty 
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by  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  he 
has  simply  to  abstain  &om  appearing, 
■and  the  section  becomes  inoperative. 
Kow,  I  do  not  think  that  that  can  be 
■the  desire  of  the  promoters,  and  I  hope 
aha  Attorney  General  will  answer  the 
•cieise  which  has  been  made  out  against 
■the  clause  as  it  stands  at  present. 

Sm  BICHAED  WEBSTER:  My 
«)le  reason  for  not  rising  to  answer  the 
■arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
Jtnoved  the  Amendment  was  that  I 
■desired  to  hear  whether  anjrthing  fresh 
-was  to  be  urged  in  regard  to  it.  We 
"have  to  consider,  with  referraoce  to  this 
Jirst  clause,  whether  or  not  we  should 
-allow  the  commission  of  an  offence  to 
Justify  the  loss  of  a  living  unless  there 
has  been  a  trial  by  indictment.  The 
'effect  of  leaving  out  the  words  "on 
indictment "  would  he  to  make  a  con- 
Tiction  by  a  Court  of  Summary  Juris- 
<diction  sufiBcient  to  justify  such  a 
-deprivation.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
■argue  this  question  many  times  before 
the  Committee,  and,  as  I  then  stated, 
the  Government  consider  that  this 
highly  penal  consequence  should  only 
follow  the  commission  of  a  grave 
■offence  which  would  be  tried  by  indict- 
ment. We  should  remember  that  there 
are  misdemeanours  that  are  not,  com- 
paratively speaking,  serious,  and  that 
are  tried  before  the  magistrates  having 
summary  jurisdiction,  and  those  serious 
offences  which  are  tried  on  indict- 
ment. We  must  draw  a  line  between 
iserious  offences  and  cases  of  misde- 
meanour, and  therefore  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  BROOKFIELD  (Sussex.  Rye) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Ainendment  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
his  desire  to  punish  clergymen  who  are 
.guilty  of  treason  and  other  offences 
against  the  law.  Nothing  could  be 
more  scandalous  than  for  those  who 
have  taken  orders  to  afterwards  dis- 
^ace  their  profession  by  showing  a 
fondness  for  the  commission  of  seditious 
offences. 

(5.40.)  Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS 
Qlerionethshire) :  I  am  not  sure  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
•down  has  added  anything  valuable  to 
the  discussion.  The  object  of  this  Bill 
is  to  secure  a  speedy,  a  cheap,  and 
4W1  effective  means  of  purifying  the 
Ohurch  by  getting  rid  of  immoral 

Mr.  LloydrGeorge 


clergymen,  and  those  who  transgress 
the  laws  of  this  country.  The  first 
clause  is  the  only  really  elective  clause 
for  this  purpose ;  but  the  procedure  is 
cumbrous,  expensive,  and  dilatory.  I 
trust  the  House  will  show  clearly  by 
its  vote  that  clergymen  who  are  guilty 
of  criminal  offences  shall  be  speedily 
and  effectively  removed  from  their 
livings.  ' 

Question  put. 

(6.45.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
201 ;  Noes  45.— (Div.  List,  No.  160.) 

Mb.  LLOYD-GBORGB  .  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out 
the  words ' '  with  hard  h^our. '  *  I  move 
that  these  words  be  left  out,  so  that 
when  a  clergyman  is  indicted  for  felony 
or  other  offences  and  sent  to  prison 
without  hard  labour  his  living  may  be 
declared  vacant.  It  should  not  be  a 
question  of  whether  he  was  sentenced 
with  or  without  hard  labour.  The 
clergyman  convicted  may  be  in  such  a 
state  of  health  that  he  is  not  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  with  hard  labour; 
or,  if  he  is  sixty  years  old,  the 
Judge  may  make  an  allowance  for 
his  age.  and  remit  the  hard  labour. 
What  difference,  then,  does  it 
make  whether  he  is  sentenced  to 
hard  labour  or  not  ?  He  has  been 
found  guilty  of  criminal  offences  such 
as  will  render  his  spiritual  ministration 
of  no  effect  in  his  parish,  and  therefore 
it  is  desirable  to  strengthen  this  clause. 
The  effect  of  it  as  it  now  stands  is,  that 
when  a  clergyman  has  been  found 
guilty  of  a  criminid  offence  or  offences 
by  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction, 
no  further  trial  is  necessary.  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  highly  desirable,  in  the  in- 
terests of  this  Bill,  and  the  object  it  is 
intended  to  promote,  to  simplify  and 
cheapen  the  method  of  getting  rid  of 
criminous  clerks  by  every  possible 
means  ?  That  is  what  I  propose  to  do 
by  this  Amendment.  The  object  of, 
my  hon.  Friend's  Amendment  falls 
somewhat  short  of  that  which  I  desire 
to  effect.  I  do  not  see  any  force  in  the 
objection  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
the  clei^man  who  gave  way  to  acertain 
temptation  to  deprive  him  of  his  living. 
If  this  Amendment  were  carried  what 
would  happen  in  every  case  which 
comes  within  this  first  section  would 
be  this.   The  clergyman  who  is  charged 


Digitized  by 


Google 


473        Clergy  DisetpUne        {2  June, 


1. 1893}        {ImmoraUfy)  BiU,  474 


with  Miy  o£fonce,  treason,  felony,  or 
misdemeanour,  will£rst  of  all  be  tried 
by  a  Com-t  of  Summary  Jurisdiction. 
There  the  whole  of  the  evidence  for  the 
mosecation  will  be  laid  before  the 
Court.  He  may  or  may  not  offer  his 
own  evidence,  but  be,  at  least,  has  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  everything  that 
can  be  urged  by  way  of  evidence  and 
argument  against  him,  and  of  applying 
that  the  trial  take  place  before  a  jury 
in  Court  of  Sessions  or  Assize  witbin 
two  or  three  months  after  he  has  beard 
all  the  evidence  of  the  prosecution. 
How  can  it  be  possible  to  treat  a 
criminous  clerk  in  a*  fairer  spirit 
than  I  propose  by  this-  Amendment  ? 
The  onl^  argimient  that  can  be  atged 
against  it  is  that  in  certain  cases  the 
Court  may  sentence  the  cler^man  to 
imprisonment  for  one  day.  That  can, 
however,  be  met  by  a  further  Amend- 
ment that  the  term  of  imprisonment 
should  not  be  less  than  a  couple  of 
months.  That  will  cover  every  possible 
objection  that  can  be  urged. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  8,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  with 
hard  labour." — {Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  with  hard  labour '  stand  part  of  the 
BilL" 

Mb.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid)  :  I 
have  deemed  it  a  pity  that  so  much  of  the 
Session  should  be  occupied  with  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind,  but  while  we  are  en- 
gaged on  this  Bill  it  is  desirable  to  make 
it  complete.  Surely  it  will  commend 
itself  to  the  Hones  that  a  clergyman 
who  is  convicted  of  treason  or  felony 
or  indicted  as  a  misdemeanant  should 
be  deprived  of  his  living,  even  though 
he  may  not  have  been  sentenced  to 
hard  labonr.  I  think  the  Amendment 
is  very  reasonable.  A  clergyman  wbo 
has  been  found  guilty  of  those  offences 
ought  to  be  deprived  of  his  preferment 
and  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding 
any  other  preferment.  I  think  the 
Government,  by  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment, will  be  acting  in  the  interests  of 
their  own  Bill. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  The 
Amendment, which  urns  at  strengthen- 
ing the  first  clause  of  the  Bill,  is  as 
reasonable  as  any  Amendment  could  be. 
I  entirely  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend 
who   movcM   the  Amendment  (Mr. 


Lloyd-George)  that  Clause  1  is 
the  only  clause  of  the  Bill  which 
is  of  any  use  at  all.  It  affords- 
a  speedy  and  cheap  method  at  getting 
rid  of  the  clergyman  who  has  been 
guilty  of  certain  ofEenora,  and  dedarii^ 
the  living  to  be  vacant.  Any  'Amend- 
ment, therefore,  which  in  reason  goes 
to  strengthen  this  clause  has  my  sup- 
port. If  the  House  will  only  consider 
for  a  moment  how  matters  will  stand 
if  Clause  1  is  to  remain  unamended,, 
it  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  Amendment  is  one  that  ought  not 
to  be  rejected.  It  may  be  said  that 
there  will  be  a  tendency  to  pronounce 
lighter  sentences,  because,  under  this 
Bill,  there  will  be  a  forfeiture  of  the 
living.  That  such  a  result  niay  follow 
this  Bill  is  to  be  deplored.  Whatever 
may  be  the  forfeiture,  surely  the  offence 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  simply  and 
solely  on  the  footing  of  an  offence- 
against  the  law.  A  layman  ought  not 
to  be  sentenced  to  a  heavier  sentence 
simply  and  solely  because  there  is  an 
additional  forfeiture  which  follows  in 
consequence  of  the  position  the  clei^- 
man  is  supposed  to  hold.  Let  me  point 
out  how  absolutely  absurd  it  is  to  limit 
the  operation  of  the  first  sub-section  by 
the  inclusion  of  the  words  "  hara 
labour."  The  result  would  be  this : 
There  might  be  a  conviction  for 
felony  or  misdemeanour  followed  by  a 
sentence  of  one  or  two  months'  impri- 
sonment  with  hard  labour.  In  that 
case  the  Bishop  must  declare  the  living 
vacant,  and  deprive  the  clergyman  of 
his  cure  of  souls.  But  supposing  the 
term  of  imprisonment  is  twelve  months, 
if  without  nard  labour  the  result  will 
not  follow  at  all.  Is  the  House  pre- 
pared to  VB.y  that  a  clergyman 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  one 
month  with  hard  labour  is  to  be  de- 
prived ipso  facto  of  hisUving,  and  at  the - 
same  time  to  say  that  a  clergyman 
may  be  imprisoned  for  any  period 
without  hard  labour,  andnot  be  deprived* 
of  his  living  at  all  except  by  the  process 
under  Clause  2?  There  might  bis  some 
reason  for  adhering  to  the  words  as 
they  are  in  the  clause,  if  hard  labour 
were  always  the  measure  of  the  serious- 
ness of  the  offence.  But  that  will  not 
be  so.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  Boroughs 
(Mr.  Lloyd-Geoxge),  the  considerations 
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which,  weigh  with  a  Judge  in  deciding 
whether  or  not  he  will  impose  hard 
labour  are  of  various  kinds;  but  the 
inost  obviot^  are  age  and  health. 
Therefore,  if  on  account  of  advanced 
years  »  Judge  thinks  fit  not  to  impose 
hard  labour  in  the  case  of  a  clergyman, 
that  clergyman  would  not  be  touched 
at  all  by  the  provisions  of  this  clause. 
Then  the  next  most  obvious  considera- 
tion is  that  of  weak  health.  But  is  a 
<dergyman  who  is  found  guilty  of  an 
offence  more  fitted  to  hold  a  cure  of 
€ouls  because  he  is  in  weak  health  ttian 
if  he  were  in  strong  health  ?  I  agree 
it  would  be  ahardsmp  that  where  there 
has  been  a  small  term  of  imprisonment 
for  a  technical  offence,  there  should  be 
forfeiture  of  a  Hving.  That  is  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  length  of  imprison- 
ment, and  not  by  the  imposition  of  hard 
labour.  Viewing  this  as  the  most  im- 
portant clause,  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment  to  exclude  the  words 
*'  hard  labour,"  in  order  later  to  define 
the  clause  by  limiting  the  operation  of 
it  to  certain  lengthened  tenns  of  im- 
raisonment. 

Mb.  DAVID  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Attorney  General  has  any  reasons, 
4tdditionaI  to  those  advanced  before  the 
Committee,  for  not  accepting  this 
Amendment?  It  seems  to  me  the 
Amendment  is  a  very  reasonable  and 
moderate  one,  and  one  which  would 
very  much  improve  the  Bill.  I  hope  he 
will  not  consider  that  in  bringing 
forward  this  question  we  are  en- 
deavourii^  in  any  way  to  wreck  the 
Bill.  I  think  when  we  were  in  Com- 
mittee the  Attorney  General  told 
us  that  if  he  were  defeated  on  a  certain 
point  he  would  appeal  to  the  House ; 
and  that  is  the  position  in  which  my 
hon.  Friends  and  myself  find  ourselves. 
We  think  the  Bill  should  not  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  at 
all. 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  This  is 
a  matter  which  was  very  fully  discussed 
before  the  Committee,  and  therefore  I 
think  the  Huuse  will  permit  me  in  two 
Aentttices  to  indicate  why  I  must 
adhere  to  the  view  which  I  placed 
before  the  Grand  Committee  on  Law. 
The  only  way  in  which  distinction  can 
-be  drawn  between  offences  is  in  the 

Mr,  8amml  Evans 


character  of  the  sentence  which  is  in- 
flicted. The  second  clause  is  very 
severe — the  living  must  be  declared 
vacant;  but  it  does  not  prevent  persons 
taking  proceedings  under  the  second 
clause  if  they  desire  to  rely  upon  the 
crime  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
Bishop  to  act.  We  have  carefully  con- 
sidered what  is  best  to  guide  the  minds 
of  Judges  in  marking  their  sense  of 
whether  a  crime  is  or  is  not  of  a 
serious  character,  and  those  who  are 
experienced  in  Criminal  Law  will  agree 
with  ue  that  there  is  a  distinction  in 
the  imposition  or  non-imposition  of 
hard  labour.  ,  As  we  have  laid  down 
that  dividing  Une,  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  accept  the  Amendment,  which, 
among  its  other  operations,  would  in- 
clude offences  in  respect  of  which 
we  think  the  punishment  would  be 

ffOO  S6V6F6 

Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.)  :  I 
hope  my  hon.  Friend  will  not  press 
this  Amendment  to  a  Division,  because 
I  think  the  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  perfectly  conclusive.  I 
think  the  distinction  between  with  and 
without  hard  labour  is  a  reasonable  one. 
If  the  clause  as  it  stands  is  open  to 
any  objection  at  all,  it  is  on  the  side  of 
being  too  drastic. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mk.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  The 
Amendment  I  now  have  to  pro- 
pose, while  acknowledging  the 
decision  of  the  House  as  to  the  last 
Amendment,  declares  that  where  there 
has  been  a  term  of  imprisonment  for 
any  considerable  time  the  result  which 
is  declared  in  the  first  clause  of  the 
Bill  shall  follow.  As  the  argument 
which  applied  to  some  of  the  earlier 
Amendments  also  applies  to  this,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  detain 
the  House.  I  maintain  that  where  a 
clergyman  has  been  convicted  on  indict- 
ment for  felony  or  misdemeanour  and  is 
sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment 
exceeding  six  months,  he  should  no 
longer  be  allowed  to  hold  his  living. 
The  Attorney  General,  in  reply  to  the 
last  Amendm»it,  said  that  the  onlv  vnty 
to  decide  ae  to  the  gravity  of  an  offence 
is  to  look  at  the  sentence  imposed  by 
the  Court,  and  I  ventiure  to  submit 
that  where  a  Court  thinks  it  necessary 
to  impose  as  heavy  a  sentence  as  six 
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months'  imprisonment  that  clergyman 
should  be  declared  to  be  no  longer  a 
fit  person  to  minister  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  parish.  If  the  Amend- 
ment is  rejected  the  House  will  practi- 
cally declare  that  a  clergymim  who  has 
committed  an  offence  and  is  sentenced 
to  six  months'  imprisonment  is  still  a 
fit  person  to  preach  to  hia  parishioners. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
S,  after  the  word  "  labour,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  or  for  a  term  of  not 
less  than  six  months." — {Mr.  Samuel 
Emm.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  THOMAS  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  cannot  conceive  that  the 
Attorney  General  will  refuse  this 
Amendment,  and  I  think,  too,  that  it  is 
one  the  House  will  approve  of.  The 
tendency  of  all  pnniuunents  now  is 
that  they  are  made  more  lenient,  and 
I  un  fflad  that  is  so.  In  this  case  there 
wiU  be  a  second  inducement  in  the 
mind  of  the  Judge  to  make  the  punish- 
ment lenient,  because  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  passed  he  would  know  that 
the  clergyman  would  also  have  to  suffer 
the  deprivation  of  his  living.  I  cannot 
conceive  that  any  legal  authority  would 
pass  sentence  of  six  months'  imprison- 
ment with  or  without  hard  labour  on 
any  clergyman  unless  the  offence  was 
such  as,  in  the  mind  of  any  sensible 
man,  to  merit  forfeiture  of  the  living. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  Attorney  General 
will  accept  this  Amendment,  and  so 
make  the  clause  still  more  valuable 
than  it  at  present  is. 

Sm  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  It  is 
•quite  impossible  for  me  to  acoej^t  this 
Amendment,  which  revivesthe  principle 
we  decided  a  few  minutes  ago.  We 
must  adopt  one  principle  or  the  other, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  six  months' 
imprisonment  is  not  a  sufficient  £&- 
tinotion. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GBORGB  :  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  principle  of  the  clause 
seems  to  be  that  a  clergyman  who  is 
convicted  of  a  certain  offence  should 
be  deprived  of  his  living  without  further 
trial ;  and  whatever  the  principle  of  the 
Attorney  General  may  be,  I  am  sure 
that  the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend 
is  quite  conformable  to  tn&  BilL  My 
■hon.  Friend  proposes  that  a  clergyman 


who  is  convicted  of  a  heinous  offence 
and  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprison- 
ment should  be  deprived  of  his  living 
without  further  trial,  and  surely  the 
objection  the  Attorney  General  raised 
to  my  Amendment  is  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  applicable  to  this.  He  pointed 
out  that  my  Amendment  might  by  some 
possibility  have  covered  some  purely 
technical  offence,  but  that  objec- 
tion surely  would  not  apply  to  t^e 
Amendment  now  before  the  House.  The 
Attorney  General  has  stated  that  the 
consequences  are  so  severe  that  he 
cannot  possibly  accept  the  Amendment. 
But  what  are  the  consequences  ?  The 
consequences  are  that  the  clergyman 
should  be  deprived  of  the  preferment 
he  holds  at  the  time  of  the  conviction, 
but  there  is  power  under  Section  4 
to  promote  him  to  another  preferment, 
and  that  is  the  only  consequence.  I 
quite  agree  that  if  the  inevitable  result 
of  this  Amendment  were  to  deprive  the 
clergyman  for  the  whole  of  his  life  of 
not  merely  the  preferment  he  holds  at 
the  time  of  conviction,  but  of  all  possible 
chance  of  being  promoted  to  another, 
that  would  be  a  consequence  of  so 
thorough  and  drastic  a  diaracter  that 
my  hon.  Friend  would  not  be  justified 
in  moving  such  an  Amendment.  But 
when  you  give  the  Archbishop,  in  a 
subsequent  section,  the  power  of  pro- 
moting to  another  preferment,  I  do  not 
see  w&at  possible  ground  of  complaint 
the  Attorney  General  can  have  that 
our  Amendments  are  of  too  sweeping  a 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMAS :  With  refer- 
ence to  what  the  Attorney  General  has 
already  said,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that  this  is  not  a  Clergy  Evidence  Bill, 
but  that  it  is  a  Church  Immorality  Bill. 
It  is  a  Bill  to  protect  the  interests  of 
parishioners,  and  any  Member  of  the 
House  must  see  that  a  olergymw  who 
has  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
six  montlu'  imprisonment  is  not  fitted 
to  exKxise  over  a  puic^  the  necessary 
moral  force. 

Question  put. 

(6.30.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
53  ;  Noes  173.— (Div.  List,  No.  161.) 

Mb.  LLOYD. GEORGE:  The  firgt 
part  of  the  Amendment  which  stands 
in  my  name  is  to  the  effect  that  a 
clergyman  twice  convicted  within  two 
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years  of  an  offence  against  the  12th  or 
13th  sections  of  "  The  Licensing  Act, 
1673t"  shall  lose  bis  preferment. 
Sections  12  and  18  of  the  Act  provide 
such  penalties  for  drunkenness  as 
show  that  it  was  regarded  by  Parlia- 
ment as  an  offence  of  a  serious  cha- 
racter. To  meet  the  scruples  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  I  propose  to  confine  the 
operations  of  this  Amendment  entirely 
to  cases  which  arise  under  the  18th 
Section  of  the  Intoxicating  Liquors 
Act.  As  the  words  of  that  section 
contain  considerable  verbiage,  I  may 
summarise  two  or  three  of  the  offences. 
The  first  offence  is  that  of  being  drunk 
in  a  public  highway  or  public  building. 
And  I  may  here  explain  that  mere 
drunkenness  in  his  own  house  would 
not  bring  a  man  within  the  meaning  of 
the  section.  In  order  to  make  a 
clergyman  liable  to  conviction  his 
drunkenness  must  be  in  a  public  place, 
where  he  is  liable  to  be  seen  by  his 
parishioners  and  scandal  created  in 
consequence.  A  second  offence  under 
the  section  is  one  where  a  person  is 
not  only  drunk  and  disorderly  upon 
licensed  premises,  hut  absolutely  re- 
fuses at  the  request  of  the  licensee  to 
quit.  Under  tnose  ciroumstances  the 
Act  contemplates  an  offence  of  so 
heinous  a  character  that  the  offender 
may  be  imprisoned  with  hard  labour. 
Now,  I  think  it  is  very  fair  and  rational 
that  when  a  clergyman,  who  has  a 
spirituEbl  charge,  is  guilty  of  an 
offence  of  so  serious  a  character 
for  the  first  time  he  should  be  deprived 
of  his  Uvins.  Our  proposal,  however, 
with  regara  to  this  Amendment  is  a 
moderate  one — namely,  that  if  a  clergy- 
man is  convicted  twice  within  two 
years  of  drunkenness  he  shall  be  de- 
prived ipso  facto  of  his  preferment. 
That  is  an  Amendment  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  I  cannot  for  a  moment  see 
what  reason  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  can  have 
for  opposing  it  in  any  shape  or  form, 
and  I  hope  the  House  will  vote  in  its 
favour.. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pwe  1.  line  17,  after  "  1878,"  to  insert 
the  worai  '*  or  (f)  a  clergymui  ia  convicted 
twice  iritbin  two  years  of  an  otfenoe  against 
ttw  twelfth  or  eiriiteentb  sections  of  *  The 
lieeBsiiig  Act,  1872 ; '  or  (g)  a  clergyman  U 

Mr.  Lhyd'Oeorge 


adjudged  bankrupt,  and  the  adjudicatioa  of 
bankruptcy  against  him  is  not  aaoulled 
within  twelve  months  of  the  date  of  the  order 
of  adjadication,  and  be  does  not  obt^ 
within  the  same  period,  from  the  Conrt 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  bankruptcy,  his 
discharge,  with  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that 
his  bankruptcy  was  caused  by  misfortune 
without  any  misconduct  on  his  part"-— <Jfr. 
Lloyd-George.) 

Question   proposed,   "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  EICHARD  WEBSTER  :  I  am 
afraid  it  is  not  much  good  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Members  opposite^ 
but  I  would  point  out  to  the  House 
that  although  there  are  questiona 
raised  in  this  Bill  which  might  be  dis- 
cussed, yet  it  is  practically  impossible 
to  do  so  if  we  are  to  have  all 
manner  of  reiterated  Amendments  on. 
the  same  x>oint8.  The  hon.  Member'a 
Amendment  deals  with  a  certain  offence 
which  can  be  punished  by  summary 
conviction.  I  can  pick  out  a  large 
number  of  other  offences  which  might 
be  made  the  subject  of  discussion  on 
similar  grounds  to  this.  The  House 
has  already  decided  that  this  Bill 
must  be  confined  to  offences  that  are 
indictable  and  punishable  with  hard 
labour,  but  the  hon.  Member  proposes 
to  argue  this  question  again  by  fixing^ 
upon  one  breach  of  the  Licensing  Laws. 
Then  vrith  regard  to  bankruptcy  

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE:  I  have  not 
moved  that  part  of  the  Amendment 
yet. 

Sm  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Speaker  has  pat 
the  Amendment  as  a  whole.  Well,  I 
would  point  out  with  regard  to  bank- 
ruptcy that  it  introduces  a  civil  ques- 
tion which  is  outside  the  purview  of 
this  Bill.  I  ask  hon.  Members  to  deal 
with  the  House  fairly  and  not  to  argue 
the  same  questions  over  and  over  again. 
We  must  adhere  to  those  offences  vmoh 
cannot  be  dealt  with  by  snnmiary  con- 
viction, and  I  ask  the  House  to  reject 
this  Amendment. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  I 
wish  to  endorse  the  appeal  of  the 
Attorney  General,  although  at  the  same 
time  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
have  much  right  to  complain  of  the 
action  of  certain  bon.  Members  owin^ 
to  the  way  in  which  this  Bill  has  been 
conducted.  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of 
the  Whitsuntide  holiday,  uid  there  arfr 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


481        Clergy  DisoipUne        {3  June,  1893}        {Iffunortdit]/)  BtU.  '483 


ten  fages  of  Amendments  down  for 
-discussion.  It  is  impossible  that  these 
can  be  got  through  in  the  tim'e  remain- 
ing at  our  disposal  without  resort  to 
what  I  may  call  Parliamentary 
violence,  which  I  for  one  should  like 
io  see  avoided.  I  would  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  my  hon.  Friends  below  the 
■Gangway  that  they  should  at  this 
point  determine  upon  and  announce 
their  decision  to  confine  their  observa- 
tions to  a  select  number  of  Amend- 
ments. Some  of  the  Amendments  on 
the  Paper  are  of  considerable  import- 
Anoe,  and  I  would  point  out  that  if  they 
^  on  discussing  all  the  Amendments 
^ey  have  put  down,  the  inevitable  re- 
sult will  oe  that  the  more  important 
ones  will  not  be  reached  at  all.  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  I  have  never  joined 
in  the  attacks  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  motives  of  my  hon.  Friends. 
I  have  always  resented  those  insinua- 
tions ;  and  if  an  unworthy  spirit  has 
been  imported  into  the  discussion  on 
this  matter,  I  for  one  trace  it,  in  part 
At  least,  to  the  indiscreet  zeal  of  some 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  8PEAEEB:  Order,  order!  I 
have  permitted  the  hon.  Member  to 
make  an  appeal  in  the  interest  of  the 
House,  but  he  must  confine  himself  to 
that. 

Me.  ROBERTSON :  I  wiU  only 
again,  Mr.  Speaker,  respectfully  xu-ge 
my  hon.  Friends  to  now  take  a  new 
departure  and  limit  their  observations 
to  the  really  important  Amenc  ments, 
^d  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed  through 
the  House  as  speedily  as  possible. 
.  Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS :  We  have  no 
-complaint  to  make  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Appeal  whidi  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  to  us.  But  I  think  we  have  not 
taken  up  much  of  the  timeof  the  House. 
Each  Amendment  has  been  briefly  dis- 
cussed, and  one  has  been  withdrawn  at 
the  request  of  an  hon.  Member  on  this 
side.  I  consider  that  the  Amendments 
we  have  divided  upon,  and  especially 
the  one  now  under  discussion,  are  very 
impoHant.  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  Genraal  refused  to  accept 
th'3  Ajnendment  in  Grand  Committee, 
«nd  I  cannot  understand  whyhe  cannot 
now  do  BO,  particularly  the  first  part  of 

VOL..  V.  [POUBTH  BEBIBB.] 


it.  His  refusal  to  accept  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  an  excellent  proof  of  the  want 
of  genuineness  on  the  {Hurt  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  ridiculous  to  say  that 
drunkenness  on  the  part  of  a  dei^man 
is  not  a  serious  offence.  I  believe  that 
it  is  a  more  heinous  offence,  spiritual 
and  moral,  than  that  of  treason.  Now- 
adays, talking  treason  and  encouraging 
others  to  act  it  seems  to  have  become 
a  part  of  the  Conservative  policy. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  1  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  speaking  to  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  ELLIS :  I  am  sorry  to  haTe 
transgressed.  Sir,  but  I  am  trying  to 

Eoint  out  that  dzimkenness  is  a  more 
einons  offence  in  many  circumstances 
than  are  some  of  those  whidi  are 
included  in  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill.  It 
seems  to  me  that  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carnarvon  (Mr.  Lloyd- 
George)  has  withdrawn  everything 
objectionable  from  his  original  Amend- 
ment, and  I  venture  to  say  that  as  it 
now  stands — umply  providing  that 
if  a  clergyman  is  convicted  twice  of 
drunkenness  within  two  years  he  shall 
lose  his  preferment — it  is  one  that 
the  vast  majority  of  the  people  will 
approve  of. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  I  am  not 
going  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  length,  but  I  must  say  that  it 
seems  to  me  impossible  not  to  proceed 
with  this  Amendment,otherwise  we  shall 
be  entirely  false  to  our  convictions  on 
this  point.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  we  do  not  regard  this  matter  as 
one  of  minor  importance,  and  I 
venture  to  put  before  hon.  Members  a 
new  phase  with  regard  to  the  first  part' 
of  the  Amendment — ^that  is,  the  dai^w 
there  is  of  clergymen  setting  an 
example  of  druii^enness.  No  one 
would  be  likely  to  become  a  thief  or 
guilty  of  several  other  crimiuEj  offences 
because  the  clergyman  of  the  parish 
committed  such  acts.  The  force  of 
example  in  matters  of  this  kind  is  not 
considerable ;  but  if,  after  a  clergyman 
has  been  convicted  twice  within  two 
years  of  dnmkenness,  he  is  still 
allowed-  to  enjoy  his  living,  it 
would  perpetrate  scandal  in  the  Qiaroh 
and  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  his 
parishioners.     So  much  upon  iu[ie  fibrat 
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part  of  the  Amendment.  As  the  other 
part  of  it  has  also  been  put  from  the 
Chair,  and  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Lloyd- 
Morgan)  is  prevented  from  saying  any- 
thing upon  it,I  will  now  proceed  to  do  so. 
I  venture  to  think  it  will  be  sufficient 
for  us  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bankmptcy  Law 
iiB  it  now  stands  with  reference  to  onencea 
of  this  kind.  It  is  not  a  mere  adjudi- 
cation of  bankruptcy  that  renders  the 
living  vacant ;  it  must  be  a  bankruptcy 
which  is  not  annulled  within  twelve 
months.  Further,  if  the  bankruptcy 
has  been  improperly  obtained,  or  if  the 
(dei^Qrman  against  whom,  the  adjudica- 
tion IS  made  shall  pay  two  shillings  in 
the  pound  within  two  months,  or  if 
within  twelve  months  he  should  receive 
his  discharge  and  a  certificate  that  the 
bankruptcy  was  caused  by  misfortune 
and  not  by  hisown  fault,  then  the  living 
is  not  vacated.  I  think  that  is  acting 
with  all  possible  leniency,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  too  much  to  say  that  a 
clergyman  who  has  been  living  reck- 
lessly, who  has  been  living  on  his 
creditors  and  whose  bankruptcy  is 
caused  by  misconduct,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  hold  his  living  any  longer. 
The  Bankruptcy  Act  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
provides  that  such  a  bankmptcy  shall 
disqualify  from  sitting  and  voting  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  from  being  elected  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  from  acting  as 
a  Justice^  of  the  Peace,  from  holding  the 
office  of  Mayor,  Alderman  or  Councillor, 
or  from  exercising  the  office  of 
Guardian  of  the  Poor,  Overseer, 
member  of  a  Sanitary  Authority 
or  School  Board,  Hi^way  Board 
'■or  Select  Vestry.  Is  the  House 
ci  Commons  going  to  say  that 
what  is  a  disqualification  from  these 
comparatively  unimportant  and  minor 
offices  is  not  a  disqualification  for  a 
clergyman  ?  I  venture  to  contend 
that,  where  a  bankruptcy  is  brought 
about  by  misconduct  and  not  by 
misfortune,  a  clergyman  should  be 
^aced  under  a  tike  disqualification, 
while  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  and  of  the  School  Board 
have  only  to  deal  with  the  temporal 
necessities  td  the  people,  the  clergyman 
haa  charge  of  their  spiritnal  welfare. 
Jlfr.  Samwl  Evam 


I  think  the  Amendment  in  both  its 
parts  is  absolutely  reasonable.  We  do 
not  wilfully  refuse  to  listen  to  appeals 
which  have  been  made  on  this  side  cjf 
the  House,  but  we  regard  these  matters- 
of  such  importance  that  we  must  ask 
the  House  to  pronounce  judgment  upon, 
them. 

Question  put. 

(7.10.)  The  House  divided : — Aye* 
25;  Noes  152.— (Div.  List,  No.  162.) 

(7.15.)  Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  I 
beg  to  move — 

In  page  1,  line  17,  at  end,  to  add,—"  (f> 
Ad  order  is  made  agunst  a  cl(»gynian  for 
alimony  to  bis  wife  or  children  apon  desertioB 
and  wilful  neglect  to  maintain  his  family  onder 
'  The  Married  Women  (Maintenance  in  caBe- 
of  Desertion)  Act,  1866."' 

My  Amendment  has  another  sub-head^ 
Mr.  Speaker.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  shaU  be  in  order  in  moving  this  one 
first  or  whether  they  both  go- 
together. 

Mb.  SPKAKBB:  Both  sub-heads. 
have  reference  to  the  same  subject,  and 
must  be  taken  together. 

Mb.  EVANS  :  The  second  sub-head 

is  as  follows  ; — 

"  Cg)  A  clergyman  Is  found  in  a  ffivoroe  or 
matrimonial  caose  to  have  deserted  hi«  wife 
or  family  for  a  period  of  twelve  montba,  or  to- 
have  been  guilty  of  eruelfy  towards  his  wifo- 
or  family." 

In  another  place  the  Government 
accepted  an  Amendment  of  mine  to  the- 
effect  that  a  clergyman  who  was  found 
guilty  of  an  assault  so  aggravated  as  to 
result  in  a  judicial  separation  at  the 
hands  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion should  be  no  lon^r  entitled  to  hold 
preferment.  I  think  this  Amendment 
touches  an  equally  serious  ofTenoe,  and' 
I  think  that  a  dei^^an  who  doaerta. 
and  refuses  to  maintain  his  wife  and 
family  is  guilty  of  at  least  as  great  an 
offence  as  a  clergyman  who  on  one- 
occasion  inflicts  such  a  serious  blow  as 
to  constitute  an  aggravated  assault.. 
The  House  should  remember  what  has  - 
to  be  proved.  It  must  be  proved  that 
the  desertion  is  wilful,  and  that  he 
neglects  to  maintain  his  wife  and  family 
when  he  has  the  means  to  do  so.  X 
think  that  would  amount  to  absolute 
cruelty.  With  respect  to  the  9bQoa9 
part  of  the  Amendment,  I  think  it  wiUl 
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be  admitted  that  a  clergyman  who  is 
found  guilty  of  such  conduct  is  not  fit 
to  go  into  the  pulpit. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1.  line  17,  aft«r  "  1878,"  to  ioBert 
the  wards  **(f)  An  order  la  made  egeinBt  & 
clergyman  for  uimony  to  hie  wife  or  children 
npon  desertion  and  wilful  neglect  to  maintun 
his  family  ander  ■  The  Marrira  Women  (Hun- 
tenance  in  case  of  Desertion)  Act,  1886;* 
(g)  A  clergyman  is  found  in  a  diTorce  or 
matrimoniu  cause  to  have  deserted  his  wife 
or  family  for  a  period  of  twelve  months,  or  to 
luve  been  guilty  of  cruelty  tq,ward  his  wife  or 
family." — (Mr,  Samuel  EvaJia.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserteid." 

(7.19.)  Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER : 
With  regard  to  the  first  branch  of  the 
Amendment,  the  hon.  Member  seems 
to  have  foraotten  what  would  be  the 
result.  Under  the  present  law  an 
order  would  be  made  on  the  clergyman 
to  x>a7  to  his  deserted  wife  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding £2  a  week,  and  the  only  means 
probably  whereby  he  could  make  these 
payments  would  be  taken  away  from 
nim  if  he  were  deprived  of  his  living. 
Therefore  that  branch  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  absolutely  devoid  of 
beneficial  effect.  There  is  absolutely 
no  need  for  the  second  branch  of  the 
Amendment,  because  there  is  no  pro- 
ceeding, or  no  finding,  or  no  verdict, 
whereby  a  clergyman  could  be  found 
^It^  of  cruelty  unless  an  order  for 
judicial  separation  had  been  made. 
That  part  of  the  Amendment  is  abso- 
lutely fatile. 

Mb.  hunter  :  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  the  Amend- 
ment to  a  Division,  because  it  is  on 
similar  hnes  to  one  which  has  already 
been  decided. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  press  the  Amendment  ? 

Mb.  EVANS:  No,  Sir. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Bighabd  Wbbsteb, 
the  following  Amendment  was  lureed 
to  : — Page  1,  line  19,  after  "  shall/'  to 
insert  "  within  twenty-one  days." 

(7.21.)  Mb.  EVANS  :  The  next 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name  has  been  described  as  a 
very  important  Amendment,  but,  in 
my  <qDimon,  it  is  not  of  so  mooh 


practical  importance  as  some  other 
Amendments  which  have  been  pro- 
posed.   It    involves,  however,  theo- 
retical and  theological  considerations, 
and  there  is  also  the  point  of  view  of 
the  Bishop  himself,  who  may  refuse  to 
carry  out  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 
Now,  if  a  dei^yman  is  found  guilty  of 
treason  or  felony,  under  the  Act  of 
1870  his  liFing  is  ipso  facto  vacated 
without  anything  being  done  by  the 
Bishop  or  the  Archbishop.    That  is 
changed  by  this  Bill,  and  I  have  heard 
no  reasons  to  show  that  it  is  advisable 
to  repeal  the  legislation  of  1870.  In 
another  place  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, in  introducing  this  measure,  said 
the  Bill  did  not  repeal  the  Act  of  1870, 
but  it  was  pointed  out  at  that  time,  and 
the  Bill  is  now  in  the  same  condition, 
that  there  is,  at  all  events,  an  implied 
repeal  of  the .  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1870.    I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Attorney  General  is  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  view  taken  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.    The  right  rev.  Prelate 
said  that  they  were  making  no  change 
in  the  law,  because  the  first  clause  pro- 
vides that  in  certain  events  the  living 
shall  be  declared  vacant  in  precisely 
the  same  manner  as  under  the  Act  of 
1870.   I  should  like  to  ask  if  the 
Attorney  General  agrees  with  that 
statement  of  the  law.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  law  is  changed  by  this  Bill. 
The  whole  tendency  of  legislation  on  this 
subject  since  the  Reformation  down 
to  the  Act  of  1870  has  been  to  secure 
that  a  living  should  be  declared  vacant 
without  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Bishop.   This  clause  in  the  Bill  has 
given  rise  to  more  discussion  outside 
thim  any  other  clause,  and  I  think .  I 
am  justified  in  saying  that  the  laity  of 
the  Churoh  of  En^and  object  entirely 
to  the  provision  that  it  should  be 
necessary  for  the  Bishop  to  take  any 
action.    It  is  regarded  as  an  act  of 
clerical  aggression  and  a  retrograde 
step.     It  is  said  that  in  this  matter 
the  Bishop  would  act  in  two  capacities, 
as  the  officer  of  the  State  and  the 
officer  of  the  Churoh ;  and  also  that  as 
the  Bishop  is  the  only  person  who  can 
institute    a    clergyman,   he  should 
be  the  only  person  who  can  deprive 
a  clergyman  of   his  living.    I  will 
not  now  argue  the  question  of  what 
8  2 
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would  take  place  if  a  Bishop  reused  to 
cany  out  the  proTisions  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  say  that  the  Bishop  is  not  the  only 
person  who  can  institute  a  clergyman. 
That  can  be  done  by  the  vicar-general 
or  ordinary  of  the  diocese.  The  Bishop 
does  no  doubt  place  his  hands  on  the 
head  of  the  clergyman,  but  he  does  not 
necessarily  institute.  Then;  with 
respect  to  the  carrying  oat  of  this  Bill, 
I  desire  that  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  or  friction,  or  any  danger  of 
a  refi»al  on  the  part  of  a  Bishop  to  act. 
Some  people  may  say  that  the  Bishop 
would  not  refuse  to  act,  but  some 
Bishops  might  refuse,  and  the  result 
would  be  that,  so  far  as  their  dioceses 
were  concemed.the  Act  would  be  entirely 
nullified.  I  have  the  authority  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian  (Mr.Gladstone)for  assuming 
that  there  might  be  an  indiscreet 
Bishop  in  a  diocese.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  speaking  in  1874,  said  that 
we  had  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight 
Bishops  and  Archbishops,  and  in  dis- 
cussing question  of  the  discretion 
of  those  Bishops,  he  mentioned  that  in 
a  Cabinet  of  sixteen  Members  there 
might  be  one  Member  who  was  indis- 
creet .  I  suppose  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  was  speaking  of  some 
personal  experience  in  the  Cabinet. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that 
out  of  twenty-seven  Bishops  it  was  a 
fair  allowance  that  twenty-six  were 
cUscreet ;  but  that  there  might  be  some 
indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  twenty- 
Berenth  —  that  there  might  be  some 
Bishop  who  was  fond  of  power,  fond  of 
meddling,  or  who  did  not  combine  dis- 
cretion with  courage.  But  it  is  not 
simply  whether  Bishops  will  be  dis- 
creet, but  we  have  it  on  the  authority 
of  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  that 
ever  adorned  the  Episcopal  Bench  that 
Bishops  will  be  right  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances in  refusing  to  carry  out  the 
law  and  make  the  declaration  I  am 
now  diseiuBing.  In  the  Bill  of  last 
Tear  there  was  no  deolarstion  required 
from  the  Bishop,  and  two  Archbishops 
have  aj^ed  against  the  presMit  pro- 
posal. One  of  them  —  Aicbbisnop 
Magee — said  that  he  resented  the  idea  of 
being  ordered  to  come  into  Court  as 
the  executioner  or  crier  of  the  Court 
to  proclaim  a  judgment  he  might  differ 
Mr.  Samuel  Svaru 


from.  Therefore  I  am  not  assuming 
too  much  when  I  say  that  it  is  possible, 
even  probable,  that  Bishops  and  Arch- 
bishops may  refuse  to  carry  the  law 
into  efifect.  I  object  to  the  retention 
of  the  words ' '  be  declared  by  the  Bishop 
to  be,"  and  I  ask  the  House  to  say 
that  the  provision  in  previous  Bills  i^ 
the  proper  one — namely,  thai  the  living 
shall  be  ipso  facto  vacant  on  convic- 
tion. I  object  to  their  retention  be- 
cause the^  are  against  the  whole  policy 
of  legislation  "in  matters  ecclesiastical, 
from  the  Beformation  down  to  1870 — 
because  they  are  an  act  of  olmcal 
aggression,  and  because  they  will  create 
a  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  Act. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pace  1,  line  20,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
*'  be  declsred  by  the  bishop  to  be,"  uid  insert 
the  word  "  become."— (3fr.  Samuel  Etmu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  BiU." 

(7.33.)  Mr.  T.  B.  ELLIS:  The 
Attorney  General  knows  that  objec- 
tion to  these  words  is  not  alone  among 
those  who  dislike  legislation  of  thiakind, 
but  that  among  the  zealous  laity 
of  the  Church  itself  there  is  a 
great  difference  on  the  point.  In 
previous  Bills  there  has  been  no  pro- 
vision of  this  character,  and  my  hon. 
Friend  has  conclusively  shown  uutt  it 
will  completely  change  and  reverse  the 
law.  I  hope  the  hon.  and  leaxned 
Gentleman  will  explain  the  change  of 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
This  is  a  very  important  matter,  and 
the  proposfJ  is  a  new  one  and  one 
which  is  looked  upon  not  only  with 
suspicion,  but  with  very  great  dislike, 
not  only  by  those  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  but  by  those 
who  are  zealous  in  her  cause. 

(7.36.)  Mb.  PHILIPPS  :  I  am  sme 
that  hon.  Members  must  admit  that 
every  Amendment  which  has  been 
moved  from  this  side  has  been  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  BiU  smd  aaike 
it  more  effective,  thoo^  at  the  same 
time  it  might  make  the  Bill  too  drastic. 
I '  am  sorry  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Fowler),  who 
ably  argued  the  case  for  this  Amend- 
ment in  Committee,  is  not  here  to 
speak  upon  it.   It  is  perfectly  dear 
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that  the  adoption  of  the  Amendment 
would  simplify  the  working  of  the  BiU» 
because  it  a  clergyman  were  found 
guilty  by  a  Civil  Court  of  any  of  the 
offanoes  in  Clause  1,  from  that  day  he 
would  be  incapable  of  holding  the 
living,  and  it  would  be  vacant.  It  is 
an  unnecMsary  waste  of  time  to  call  in 
the  Bishop  at  all  in  the  matter.  I  can- 
not help  feelinff  that  the  Government 
are  opposing  this  Amendment  for  a 
reason  given  in  the  Grand  Committee 
with  reference  to  another  Amendment — 
that  it  could  not  be  accepted  because  it 
would  be  against  an  understanding, 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  compro- 
mise, which  had  been  made  in  another 
idace.  As  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  I  protest  against  our  being 
bound  by  a  compromise  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  in  another  place  with 
the  Bishop.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  repudiate  the  charge  that  any  part 
of  the  Bill  is  being  retained  in  md  face 
of  argument  because  of  a  compromise 
in  the  House  of  Xiords. 

(7.40.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GBOEGE  : 
This  Amendment  raises  a  very  large 
question,  and  deal6  with  a  propo^ 
never  made  in  any  legislation  pre- 
viously before  Parliament.  It  proposes 
that  when  a  clergyman  has  been  found 
guilty  of  certain  offences  the  Bishop 
shall,  without  further  trial,  declare  the 
tinng  vacant.  I  understand  that  the 
Bishop  is  to  have  no  discretion ;  then 
why  import  him  into  the  Bill?  It 
would  be  more  reasonable  and  more 
consistent  with  the  d^ity  of  the  Epis- 
copal Bench  that  the  living  should  be- 
come vacant  without  the  mtervention 
of  the  Bishop  at  all.  Something  has 
been  said  about  depriving  a  clergyman 
of  his  spiritual  functions  as  the  reason 
for  the  interference  of  the  Bishop.  Last 
year  this  argument  did  not  strike  the 
(Jovemment,  as  there  was  no  such  pro- 
nsion  in  the  previous  Bill.  Does  the 
House  contemplate  what  the  result 
would  be  if  a  Bishop  conscientiously 
dejected  to  carrying  out  the  order  of 
the  Court?  I  can  understand  circum- 
stances in  which  he  might  oonscien- 
tiouriy  object  to  the  verdict  of  the 
Court  being  enforced.  Supposing  that 
a  clergyman  is  prosecuted  for  a 
criminal  offence,  which  would  be  of 
public  notoriety.   Persons  who  are  not 
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in  the  Court,  but  who  read  the 
papers,  are  apt  to  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  from  those  who  hear  the  case 

and  see  the  witnesses.  Suppose  that 
the  Bishop  comes  to  a  different  con- 
clusion from  the  jury,  and  forms  the 
opinion  that  the  clergyman  is  not 
guilty  of  the  offence,  is  it  proposed 
under  those  circumstances  to  compel 
him  to  declare  the  living  vacant  ?  If 
the  Bisht^  refuse,  and  the  Archbishop 
also,  you  are  to  issue  a  mandamus,  ana 
if  he  refuse  to  obey  then  you  issue  a 
writ  of  attachment  and  imprison  him 
for  refaung  to  do  that  which  he  has  a 
conscientious  objection  to  do.  I  think 
it  would  be  well,  if  the  Government  can- 
not accept  this  Amendment,  that  they 
should  accept  the  one  I  have  down 
later,  giving  the  Bishop  a  discretion. 

(7.45.)  SibBICHARD  WEBSTEB: 
I  will  indicate  why  I  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment.  A  clergyman  receives 
from  the  Bishop,  from  the  ecclesiastical 
authority,  his  spiritual  functions,  and 
we  consider  it  a  right  and  proper 
recognition  of  that  position  that  con- 
viction for  a  crime  should  be  followed 
by  the  Bishop  himself  declaring  that  no 
longer  is  the  clergyman  a  fit  person  to 
carry  out  these  spiritual  functions. 
Another  ground  is  that  there  must  he 
kept  a  proper  record.  It  the  conviction: 
is  macle  by  a  Civil  Court  in  some  Assize 
town  there  would  be  no  record,  but 
there  would  be  a  record  in  the  docu- 
ments kept  by  the  Bishop  who  acts  iit 
the  case.  We  do  not  consider  that 
this  is  m^^ly  a  sentimental  feeling,- 
but  that  it  is  right  that  by  the 
authority  from  which  be  has  received 
his  power  and  right  to  perform 
spiritual  functions,  that  power  and 
right  should  be  taken  away.  The  hon. 
Member  asked  me  to  say  that  this  was 
not  the  result  of  a  bargain  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  It  is  not  the  result 
of  a  bargain  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  I  have  never  consciously  made 
reference  to  anysuch  supposed  bargain. 
I  regard  this  as  an  important  matter, 
entirely  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  principle  and  practice  of  previoos 
legi^ation. 

(7.50.)  Mb.  J.  BBYN  ROBERTS 
(Carnarvonshire,  Eifion) :  The  oul^ 
reason  for  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is 
the  suf^stion  that,  as  spiritoal  func- 
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tions  are  oonferred  by  the  Bishop,  the 
olei^yman  shall  also  be  deprived  of 
those  functions  by  the  Bishop.  But 
he  should  have  a  discretion.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  this  does  not  deal  vrith 
spiritual  functions  at  all ;  it  simply 
says  t:i;.t  the  Bishop  shall  declare  the 
living  vf-cant.  On  a  conviction  de- 
privation must  follow  ;  the  words  are 
that  the  Bishop  shall  declare  the  living 
vacant,  and  I  feel  very  strongly  that 
that  is  not  desirable.  The  admitted 
reason  why  this  proposal  is  retained  is 
that  among  certain  of  the  High  Church 
mrty  there  is  strong  objection  to  a 
GiTil  Cotirt  interfering  in  spirituid 
matters,  and  this  is  introduced  into 
the  Bill  as  a  sort  of  sop  to  the  High 
Church  party,  a  sort  of  make-believe. 
It  appears  to  give  the  Bishop  a  discre- 
tion which  he  does  not  really  possess, 
for  if  the  Bishop  does  not  declare  the 
living  vacant,  the  Archbishop  is  called 
upon  to  do  so,  and  in  the  event  of  his 
refusing  it  is  provided  that  a  mandamus 
shall  issue,  and  that  on  further  refusal 
he  shall  be  sent  to  gaol.  The  position 
is  so  absurd  that  I  shall  support  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put. 

(7.55.)  The  House  divided:  — 
Ayes  91 ;  Noes  23.— (Div.  List, 
No.  163). 

(8.0.)  Mb.  EVANS  :  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name — 

Page  1,  line  21,  leave  oat  "uud  date,"  and  in- 
sert "  date  of  the  commenoement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  whicb  aacii  connction,  order,  or 
finding  shall  have  been  [wonouneed,  made,  or 
foond,  bat  sach  vacation  shall  not  affect  any 
marriage,  b^tism,  or  other  eoremony  which 
niay  have  bem  ■olemnised  or  pnformed  bv  ttie 
clergyman  while  holding  the  preferment. 

Sib  BICHABD  WEBSTER  :  May 
I  point  out  to  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
and  would  be  meaningless  to  insert 
such  an  Amendment  as  this.  The 
validity  of  such  marriage  in  no  way 
depends  upon  the  date  when  the  prefer- 
ment was  oeldto  be  vacant.  Itdepends 
upon  the  question  of  the  status  of  the 
clergyman  at  the  time  when  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  performed.  It 
would  oe  simply  meaninglew  to  insert 
these  words. 

Mr,  J.  Bryn  EoberU 


Mb.  EVANS:  I  may  say  that  I 
framed  the  Amendment  in  the  way  in 
which  it  stands  on  the  Paper  owing  to 
the  ai^ument  used  by  the  right  non. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
(Mr.W.  E.  Gladstone)  when  I  proposed 
something  of  this  kind.  My  view  is 
that  the  living  should  be  vacant  as  from 
the  date  of  the  sentence.  If  the  learned 
Attorney  General  is  of  the  same  view 
as  myself  upon  that  point,  I  should  not 
move  more  than  the  first  three  lines  of 
my  Amendment.  In  other  words,  I 
should  omit  from  the  word  "  but  "  in 
the  third  line  to  the  end.  But  (he 
first  part  of  the  Amendment  obviously 
is  of  a  substantial  character.  This  is 
not  an  Amendment  which  was  moved 
in  the  Select  Committee.  Similar 
words  were  moved  and  negatived  in 
another  place.  I  have  to  admit  that 
perhaps  that  Amendment  whicb  was 
moved  and  negatived  went  a  little  too 
far.  I  did  propose  that  the  living 
should  be  vacant  as  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence.  Much 
might  be  said  in  favour  of 
a  proposal  of  that  kind;  but  there 
would  be  a  difficulty  very  often  in 
working  it,  because  it  would  be  difficult 
to  know  when  the  commission  of  the 
ofifecce  actually  occurred.  I  propose 
that  the  date  should  be  the  commence- 
ment of  the  proceedings  in  which 
such — 

"Conviction,  order,  or  finding  shall  have 
been  pronounced,  made,  or  found." 

That  is  a  date  which  can  be  easily 
ascertained ;  it  is  a  date  which  is 
absolutely  fixed.  The  doctrine  "  of 
relation  back "  is  one  whieh  is  very 
well-known  in  law ;  as,  for  instance,  the 
voidance  of  settlements  under  the 
Bankruptcy  Law,  and  so  on  ;  and  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  operation 
of  the  Clause. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1.  line  21,  to  leave  oat  the  vordi 
said  date,"  and  insert  the  words  "  date  of 
the  oommeocement  of  the  proceedings  in 
which  such  conviction,  ordw,  or  finding  shall 
have  been  pronounced,  made,  urfoand." — (Jfr, 
Samuel  Evans.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  said  date '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

(8.10.)  Sib  BICHABD  WEBSTEB: 
I  really  find  it  difficult  to  treat  this 


Digitized  by 


493         Clergy  Discipline        {3  Juhb,  1892}        {ItnmoraUPy)  BiU.  494 


zxiatter  seriously.  It  is  not  a  fact  that 
it  is  the  commission  of  the  offence 
that  renders  the  living  vacant ;  it  is  the 
QOQviction,  because  a  man  is  presumed 
to  be  iDnocent  until  he  is  convicted. 
What  I  want  to  know  is  what  has  the 
-date  of  the  issue  of  a  writ  to  do  with 
it?  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
must  U>tmye  me  if  I  oannot  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  bv  dealing  with  such 
arguments  when  there  are  far  more 
important  matters  to  be  dealt  with. 

(8.11.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGB  :  I 
think  the  Amendment  is  not  of  so  trivial 
and  unimportant  a  character  as  the 
learned  Attorney  General  has  contended. 
Itisa  matter  of  some  importance.  How- 
•ever,  I  think  the  matter  is  not  worth 
dividing  the  House  vmon*  and  I  hope 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  will  witn- 
•draw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(8.12.)  Mr.  LLOTD-GEOBGE  :  I 
3>eg  to  move — 

In  page  1,  line  24,  after  "  Crown,"  insert 
accoaipanied  by  a  certifioate  signed  by  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Secretaries  ol  State  to  the 
-effect  that  aoeh  pardoM  was  granted  on  the 
ground  of  the  djBCOTery,  since  connction,  of 
nresh  evidence  exctdpating  him." 

I  venture  to  think  this  Amendment  is 
<of  a  substantial  character.  I  want  to 
•cover  the  case  where  the  pardon  of  the 
<!/rown  is  attributable  to  something 
besides  the  discovery  of  evidence  ex- 
•eulpating  a  clergyman.  Suppose  the 
•oase  of  where  a  clergyman  is  charged 
with  some  conspiracy.  After  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Court  is  passed  upon  him 
he  tarns  Queen's  evidence,  and  he  is 
prepared  to  give  evidence  against  an 
Accomplice,  and  the  pardon  of  the 
■Grown  is  extended  to  him.  Does  my 
lion.  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
really  contend  that  in  such  a  case  as 
that  the  dei^yman  should  be  reinstated 
in  his  preferment  ?  If  so,  I  say  it  is 
«imply  scandalous  ;  and  I  chaUeiige 
ithe  learned  Attorney  General  to  point 
tto  any  word  in  this  Bill  as  it  stands 
which  provides  for  a  case  of  that  cha- 
racter. That  is  the  construction  I 
place  upon  that  sub-section.  Take  the 
case  of  a  clergyman  who  was  of  a  weak 
mind  at  the  date  when  the  offence  was 
■committed,  and  was  not,  therefore,  re- 
fiftonsible  for  his  acts,  and  the  pardon 


of  the  Grown  was  extended  to  him. 
That  is  a  case  which  occurs  frequently 
with  regard  to  persons  charged  with 
criminal  offences.  Of  course,  if  the 
weakness  of  mind  was  of  a  permanent 
character,  there  would  be  no  likelihood 
of  the  clergyman  being  reinstated ;  bat 
suppose  it  was  simply  a  temporary 
lapse  of  intellect,  and  the  Home 
Seuetary  discovered,  on  eridencepro- 
dueed  before  him,  that  at  the  date  of  the 
commission  of  the  offence  the  man  was 
under  some  sort  of  hallucination  which 
impelled  him  irresistibly  to  commit 
a  felony,  or  treason,  or  misdemeanour, 
does  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  really  contend  that  under  oir< 
cumstances  of  that  character  a 
clergyman  should  be  reinstated  in  his 
preferment  ?  To  provide  against  suoh, 
cases  I  propose  that  there  must  be  a 
certificate  of  the  Home  Secretary  or  o£ 
some  Secretary  of  State  when  the  pre- 
rogative of  tne  Grown  is  exercised, 
stating  that  it  was  due  to  the  disr 
covery  of  evidence  which  exculpates 
the  incriminated  clerk.  This  would 
violate  no  principle,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  not  be  done.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Crown  does  not 
interfere  at  all.  We  all  know  very 
well  that  it  is  simply  the  Home  Secre- 
tary who  sits  as  a  sort  of  criminal 
appeal,  and  investigates  such  documen- 
tary and  other  evidence  as  is  laid 
before  him,  and  be  comes  to  the  conclu- 
sion, say,  that  owing  to  the  Court  not 
having  the  full  evidepce  before  it,  it 
came  to  a  wrong  conclusion.  What  is 
there  in  that  state  of  things  to  prevent 
the  Home  Secretary  from  stating,  in 
the  document  amiounoing  his  decision 
and  the  pardon  of  the  Crown,  the 
grounds  on  which  he  arrived  at  that 
conclusion  ?  I  simply  give  the  Home 
Secretary  the  same  power,  sitting  as  a 
Court  of  Appeal,  as  if  he  were  sitting  as 
a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  de  jure. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1*  line  24,  after  the  word 
"  Crown,"   to   insert   the   words   **  aooom- 

Sknied  by  a  oorlifloate  signed  by  one  ai 
er  Majesty's  SecretariM  of  State  to  the 
effect  that  sueh  pardon  was  granted  on  the 
ground  of  the  discovery,  since  oonviotion,  of 
'  fresh  evidence  exonlpating  him." — (iff.  JAoyd- 
Qeorge.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 
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(8.17.)  Sib  EICHABD  WEBSTEE  : 
I  really  did  hope  that  after  the  expla- 
nation that  was  given  in  the  Grand 
Committee  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber would  not  again  raise  this  matter. 
I  must  again  point  out  to  him  that  the 
prerogative  of  pf^on  is  granted  upon 
the  responsibility  of  one  'Of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  and  that  it  would 
be  contrary  not  only  to  the  practice, 
but  to  f^e  whole  principle  on  which  the 
power  is  granted,  that  any  reason 
should  be  stated  at  all.  It  would  be 
utterly  impossible  to  state  the  reasons, 
and  it  would  introduce  into  our  ex- 
ecutive a  principle  that  would  be  highly 
dangerous.  It  would  be  contrary  to 
eve^bing  connected  with  the  exercise 
of  that  prerogative ;  there  may  be  reasons 
why  a  pardon  ^ould  be  granted  quite 
independently  of  the  discovery  of  tteah 
evidence  exculpating  a  clergyman.  The 
course  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  mghly  dangerous;  it  could  do 
no  good,  and  would  be  contrary  to  the 
usual  practice  governing  the  exercise  of 
the  prrat^tive  of  the  Grown. 

(8.18.)  Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I 
venture  to  point  out  to  the  learned 
Attorney  General  that  we  do  not  sug- 
gest that  there  should  be  such  an 
alteration  as  he  seems  to  anticipate. 
We  do  not  say  that  in  every  case  the 
Home  Secretary  should  say  what  were 
the  grounds  on  which  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  was  granted.  We  say 
that  where  the  prerogative  is  exercised 
and  pardon  is  granted  on  the  discovery, 
after  conviction  of  fresh  evidence  ex- 
culpating a  clergyman,  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  give  a  certificate  to  that 
effect.  I  see  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
that  out.  There  may  be  a  Secretaryof 
State  who  may  transgress  the  rules  of 
the  high  position  he  holds.  If  that  be 
so,  it  would  be  within  the  powers  of  a 
Secretary  of  State,  without  any  suffi- 
cient ground,  through  the  influence  of 
some  person  of  high  rank,  for  instance, 
to  give  a  pardon,  without  giving  any 
reason  for  it. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE:  I  do  not 
press  this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Notice  taken,  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present ;  House  counted,  and 
forty  Menibers  being  found  present, 


Mb.  LLOYB-GEOBGE  :  I  think 
the  next  Amendment  standing  ia 
my  name  is  one  which  will  com- 
mend itself  to  the  general  sense  ol  the 
House.  I  propose  to  leave  out  the 
word  "shall,"  in  order  to  ins^  "may."^ 
As  the  Bill  stands  at  the  present 
moment,  the  Govemmoit  propose  to 
compel  a  Bishop  to  re-iustitute  a  d^gy- 
man  whenever  the  mercy  of  the  Crown 
is  extended  to  him.  I  can  conceive 
several  cases  in  which  a  Bishop  would 
not  consider  it  in  the  interests  of  the 
parishioners  to  re-institute  such  a  man. 
After  all,  we  must  not  forget  that  thia 
Bill  is  not  intended  to  protect  tho' 
parsons,  or  even  to  punish  tnem,  bat  it 
is  proposed  to  purify  the  Church  to  the- 
greatest  pOBsible  extent ;  and.  aa  was- 
said  by  the  Leader  of  the  House,  It  is. 
brought  forward  in  the  interests  ot  the- 
pari^oners  and  not  of  the  clergyman. 
It  is  in  the  spirit  of  that  declaration  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  I 
propose  this  Amendment.  Take  a 
ca6e  which  I  mentioned  before,  and 
which  the  Attorney  General  did  not 
dispose  of.  Take  the  case  of  a  cle:^- 
man  who  gets  a  free  pardon  on  tb& 

f round  that  he  was  of  weak  mind  at  the- 
ate  of  the  offence.  Would  you  compel 
the  Bishop  tore-institute  that  clergyman 
without  any  option  whatever?  My 
Amendment  gives  the  Bishop  a  discre- 
tion. 

•Mr.  SPEAKEB  :  Order,  order !  The- 
hon.  Gentleman  is  going  over  argn> 
ments  which  have  neen  repeatedly 
used  to-night.  I  must  caution  hinii 
against  repeating  himself  or  the  argu- 
ments of  other  Members.  This  I  have- 
power  to  do  under  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE :  I  am  very 
sorry  if  I  have  in  any  sense  transgressea 
the  Bules  of  the  House.  I  can  assure- 
you.  Sir,  that  I  have  done  so  unwittingly. 
I  do  not  think  any  of  my  hon.  Friends, 
in  my  hearing  has  ever  used  this  argu- 
ment— that  the  effect  of  this  clause  as. 
it  stands  is  that  if  the  Bishop  refusea 
to  re-institute  for  some  reason,  & 
mandamus  will  be  issued  against  him 
to  re-institute.  Is  that  a  desirable- 
state  of  things?  Is  it  not  well  that  the- 
Bishops,  who  are  chosen  because  they 
are  considered  to  be  men  of  discretion* 
common  sense,  great  ability,  and  in- 
fluence in  the  Church,  may  be  safely 
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trusted  to  administer  the  law  and  to 
have  a  discretion  to  re-institute  if  they 
think  there  are  circumstances  which 
would  justify  that  refusal  ? 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
shaD,"  and  insert  the  words  "  mar,  if  he  think 
it  to  be  to  the  interast  of  the  pamhlonera."— 

(3fr.  Lloyd-Georgt.) 

-  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  shall '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

(8.58.)  Mr.  THOMAS  ELLIS:  I 
cannot  understand  why  Churchmen,  at 
any  rate,cannot  accept  this  Amendment . 
I  am  not  quite  sure  if  my  hon.  Friend,  in 
moving  tlu9  Amendment,  is  quite  con- 
sistently sbowin£[  that  imbending 
liberation  ist  sentiment  attributed  to 
him  by  his  opponents.  It  is  a  very 
remarkable  provision  to  be  proposed  by 
the  Bishops  and  to  be  supported  by 
thefriends  of  Episcopacy — namely,  that 
power  should  be  given  to  the  Home 
Secretary  to  override  the  decision  or 
desire  of  the  Bishops  with  regard  to 
this  question.  If  Churchmen  fully 
reaUsed  that  in  this  matter  the  Bishop 
is  to  be  completely  set  aside  in  favour 
of  the  Home  Secretary  they  would  vote 
against  that  provision  of  a  Bill  which 
they  have  hitherto  so  faithfully  and 
consistently  supported.  I  hope  the 
Attorney  General  will  see  that  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  is  really  too  drastic. 
I  hope  that  the  Attorney  General  will 
be  able  to  accept  this  Amendment.  It 
would  operate,  it  seems  to  me,  not  only 
in  the  interests  of  the  Bishop  and  the 
parishioners,  but  ultimately  also  in 
that  of  the  clei^yman  himself.  It 
would  be  very  wrong,  in  my  opinion, 
for  a  olei^man  who  has  been  convicted 
of  a  serious  offence  to  be  thrust  again, 
by  the  mere  word  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, upon  unwilling  parishioners,  and 
against  the  wishes  and  decision  of  the 
Bishop  of  the  diocese. 

(9.2.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  over  the  ground 
traversed  by  my  hon.  Friend.  I  can 
quite  conceive  that  the  clergyman  him- 
self, against  whom  the  proceedings  had 
been  taken,  would  not  desire  to  go  back 
to  the  same  pari^.  '  There  may  be  a 
coolnesB  between  him  and  his  parish- 
ioners, although  many  of  them  may 
regard  him  as  an  innocent  man.  No 


hardship  will  be  inflicted  upon  the 
clei^^yman,  because  by  the  words  we 
have  already  adopted  in  the  clause, 
when  a  free  pardon  has  been  granted  to 
him,  the  Bishop  need  not  send  him 
back  to  the  same  parish,  but  may  prefer 
him  to  another  living.'  I  believe  that 
there  are  many  sensitive  clergymen 
who  would  rather  go  to  a  living  which 
would  be  of  less  value  than  be  thrust 
back  upon  the  living  where  the  parish- 
ioners did  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  him 
in  regard  to  the  charges  made  a^inst 
him.  It  is  one  thing  to  say  that  a  £re» 
pardon  declares  the  innocence  of  the- 
clergyman,  and  quite  another  tosay  h& 
sho^d  be  forced  back  upon  his  old 
parishioners.  This  is  really  th» 
first  Amendment  on  which  we  have 
been  able  to  discuss  the  position  of  th& 
parishioners.  They  may  have  a 
suspicion  that  the  free  pardon  did 
not  whitewash  the  clergyman,  which 
would  destroy  entirely  the  influence 
for  good  which  his  ministrations, 
should  possess.  On  these  grounds  I 
hope  the  Attorney  General  will  accept 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend. 

Question  put. 

(9.10.)  The  House  divided :— Aye* 
80 ;  Noes  25.— (Div.  List,  No.  164.) 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Bichaio)  Webstbb*. 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 

to:— 

Page  1,  line  26,  after  "shall"  insert 
"within  twenty-one  days  after  receiviBS. 
notice  in  writing  of  sneh  pavdcm." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,. 
line  1,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (3)  of 

Clause  1. — {Mr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words 
'  (3.)  If  any  Aet  required  under  this  seotiMk 
to  be  done  by  a  bishop  is  not  done  within ' 

stand  part  of  the  Bill,  put,  and  agreed 

to." 

Mk.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  I  now 
move  the  following  Amendment : — 

Page  2,  Kne  3,  at  end,  add  "and  if  it  is  not 
done  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Arch- 
bishop within    such  twenty-one  days,  the 
perferment  shall  become  vaoaot  at  the  end  of 
that  period  of  twenty-one  days." 

I  cannot  accept  the  clause  as  it  stands^ 
because  it  s&yB  that  the  Bishop 
may,  or  may  not,  obey  the  Act  of 
ParUament.   Moreover,  it  aUows  the 
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Arohbishop  to  come  in  and  to  interfere 
with  the  authority  of  the  Bishop, 
vhioh  I  think  Parliament  ought  not  to 
assrat  to.  I  have  been  looking  into 
this  matter  lately,  and  I  have  found 
•that  the  great  ecclesiastioal  authorities 
•Bay  that  the  Arohbishop  ot^ht  not 
io  be  allowed  by  the  Canon  Law 
4o  interfere  with  the  Bishop  in  any  Eict 
which  the  latter  may  think  necessary 
for  the  government  of  his  diocese. 
Therefore  it  is  that  I  propose  that  if 
■the  Archbishop  is  brought  in,  and 
nothing  is  done  within  twenty-one 
-days,  the  Uviug  shall  be  declared 
vacant. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  page  2,  Uoe  3,  at  end,  add  "  aod  if  it  is 
not  done  by  or  aader  the  authority  of  the 
Arohbishop  within  such  twenty-one  days,  the 
preferment  shall  become  vaeant  at  the  end  of 
4bat  period  of  twenty-one  days." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
-words  be  there  added." 

Mb.  UjOYD-GEOEGE  :  I  would 
-ask  the  Attorney  General  this  ques- 
tion :  Supposing  the  Bishop  refuses  to 
take  action  in  the  matter,  and  that  the 
Archbishop  also  refuses,  which  of  the 
two  can  be  compelled  to  perform  the 
•duty  b^  mandamus — the  Bishop  or  the 
Archbishop  ?  There  is  nothing  in  this 
■clause  to  decide  the  question — it  is  not 
•carried  to  its  proper  conclusion  ;  and  I 
ohould  like  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  intends  to  make 
it  complete  by  the  insertion  of  words 
for  that  purpose  ? 

Mb.  ROBY  fLancashire,  S.E., 
Eccles) :  I  really  think  the  clause  re- 
quires re-construction.  I  consider  that 
if  the  Bishop  does  not  within  a  cer- 
tain period  declare  the  living  vacant 
tmder  such  circumstances,  it  should 
liecome  vacant  without  action  on  his 
part.  I  should  like  to  hear  what  the 
Attorney  General  has  to  say  upon  the 
subject. 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  The 
matter  has  been  most  carefully  con- 
sidered. It  is  intended  to  make  the 
duty  imperative.  It  should  be  done 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities.  If 
the  Bi^iop  does  not  declare  the  living 
Taoant  within  twenty-one  days  it  would 
certainly  devolve  upon  the  Arohbishop 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I  now 
propose  the  next  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name  on  the  Paper — 

In  page  2,  line  3,  at  end  of  Clause  1,  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  if  it  is  not  done  or 
under  the  authority  of  the  Archbishw  within 
twenty-one  days,  it  shall  be  lawful  tot  three 
clere^en  or  five  la^en  from  the  diooBse  to 
notify  such  conviction  order  or  SnJinp  as  in 
this  section  specified,  and  therenpon  u*  pre- 
ferment  shall  become  vacant." 

I  venture  to  say  that  under  the 
cumbrous  process  proposed  in  this 
clause  the  last  state  of  things  will  be 
worse  than  the  first.  If  the  Bishop 
and  the  Archbishop  refuse  to  declare 
the  living  vacant,  it  should  be  open  to 
clergymen  or  laymen  to  take  steps  to 
bring  about  that  result.  That,  I  think, 
is  a  reasonable  remedy  to  provide^  and 
the  best  way  out  of  the  dimonlty. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  lioeS,  at  end  of  Clause  1,  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  if  it  is  not  done  or 
under  the  authority  of  the  Archbishop  witlun 
tweoty-one  days  the  preferment  shall  become 
vacant  at  the  end  of  that  period  of  twenty^^me 
days." — {Mr.  Samuel  Evana.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS:  I  am  not 
sorry  that  my  hon.  Friend  did  not 
press  the  last  Amendment  to  a  Division. 
I  hope  that  the  Attorney  General  will 
accept  this  proposition.  It  would  bring 
deserved  scandal  on  the  Church,  and,  I 
think,  inflict  great  pain  on  Churchmen, 
if  a  Bishop  or  an  Archbishop  had  to  be 
compelled  by  mandamus  to  declare  the 
preferment  vacant  under  such  circum- 
stances. I  beheve  that  the  Amend- 
ment will  carry  out  the  real  purpose  of 
the  Bill. 

Me.  DAVID  THOMAS :  I  wish  to 
ask  why  the  necessity  for  this  proceed- 
ing should  be  forced  upon  the  Bishop 
or  Archbishop?  Why  not  accept  the 
Amendment,  and  thus  get  over  the 
difficulty? 

Question  put. 

(9.30.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
a9 ;  Noes  79.— (Div.  List,  No.  165.) 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I  must 
accept  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the 
last  Amendment  presented,  and  the 
Amendment  on  the  top  of  the  page  has 
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also  been  provided  for  by  the  Attorney 
General  in  another  part  of  the  Bill. 
Therefore  it  is  unnecessary  to  move  the 
Amendment  next  standing  in  my  name. 
The  House  has  decided  that  an  adjudi- 
cation in  bankruptcy  is  not  to  be  a 
sufficiwt  disqualification  of  a  clergy- 
man. Bv  passing  the  first  clause  it 
has  deoioed  that  bankruptcy  shall  not 
be  one  of  the  causes  which  shall  ipso 
facto  declare  a  living  vacant.  Now  we 
approach  that  part  of  the  Bill  in  which 
we  institute  Courts,  and  which  provides 
the  procedure  in  order  to  deprive  for 
any  immorality,  immoral  conduct,  or 
immoral  habit.  The  Amendment  I  now 
have  to  propose  would  make  bankruptcy, 
vith  certain  limitations,  immoral  con- 
duct within  the  meaning  of  the  second 
section.  The  House  will  know  that 
bankruptcy  is  not  a  disqualification  per 
*e,  but  I  propose  that  it  should  be  an 
act  in  respect  of  which  complaint  can 
be  made  against  a  clergyman  in  one  of 
these  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  and  so  that 
he  may  either  be  deprived  of  his  living 
or  su^nded  for  a  certain  period.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  Bill  if  we  declared  an  adjudication 
ki  bankruptcy  to  bring  the  clei^yman 
vithin  the  possibility  of  prosecution 
under  the  section.  Bankruptcy  alone 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  prosecute 

Xn.  If  a  clergyman  can  get  an 
,  idication  of  bankruptcy  annulled 
within  six  months,  or  if  he  obtains  his 
discharge  within  six  months  with  a 
4}ertifioate  that  the  bankruptcy  was 
caused  by  misfortune  without  mis- 
conduct on  his  part,  then  the  Amend- 
ment will  not  appl^'  I  would  remind 
the  House  that  this  bankruptcy  is  an 
absolute  disqualification  with  regard  to 
all  kinds  of  office.  For  instance,  a 
man  must  cease  to  be  a  Town  Councillor 
or  a  member  of  a  School  Board  upon 
an  adjudication  for  bankruptcy,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  it  is  too  strong 
an  order  to  ask  that  a  parishioner  if  be 
desires,  or  a  Bishop  if  he  thinks  fit, 
should  be  allowed  to  found  a  prose- 
cution upon  bankruptcy  which  has  been 
brought  about  by  misconduct.  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  I  confine  the 
Amendment  to  cases  where  a  man 
has  been  guilty  of  reckless  living, 
gambling,  and  where  there  is  no 
real  justification  for  the  course  of 


life  pursued,  so  that  a  clergyman  may  no 
longer  be  hedged  in  by  a  sort  of  benefit 
which  precludes  prosecution.  It  is  for 
the  Court  to  decide  whether  the 
bankruptcy  has  been  caused  by  such 
circumstances  as  would  disqualify 
him.  It  may  not  be  necessary  to 
disqualify,  but  bankruptcy  may  have 
been  caused  by  conditions  which  are 
bad  enough  to  justify  suspension  for  a 
time  in  order  that  his  living  may  be 
sequestered.  The  Amendment  is  a 
reasonable  one,  and  although  there  was 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  ex- 
cluding bankruptcy  adjudication 
from  ue  first  clause,  it  seems  to  me 
that  nothing  can  be  ui^ed  against  its 
indu^on  in  Clause  2. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  6,  after  the  word  "  him,"  to 
ioaert  Uie  words  "or  if  he  is  adjudicated 
bankrupt,  unless  the  adjudication  of 
bankruptcy  is  annulled  within  six  months,  or 
unleu  he  obtains  from  the  Court  his  discharae 
withim  six  months  with  a  certificate  to  the 
effect  that  1^  bankruptcy  was  oansed  by 
misfortuna  without  an  miaoondoot  on  his 
part"— (3fr.  Samuel  £vanc.} 

Question  projposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

*SiB  EICHABD  WEBSTER:  This 
Amendment  is  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  it  would  be  wrong  to  insert  it.  If 
a  clergyman  were  guilty  of  habitual 
gambling  or  going  to  racecourses,  or  of 
reckless  living,  the  acts  will  amount  to 
immorality,  and  he  could  already  be 
pi  osecuted  under  the  clause  as  it 
stands.  The  hon.  Member  suggests 
that  if  a  simple  case  of  bankruptcy 
supervenes,  .  that  of  itself  should 
constitute  a  right  of  proceeding  inde- 
pendently of  the  morality  of  the  act. 
The  only  protection  he  suggested  was 
that  the  clergyman  must  obtain  a 
certificate  that  the  bankruptcy  was 
caused  by  misfortune,  and  not  by 
misconduct  on  his  own  part.  But 
how  many  persons  become  surety  for 
others  when  they  ought  not  to,  and  so 
become  bankrupt  ?  It  is  obvious  that  to 
insert  this  kind  of  clause  would  not  in 
any  way  protect  the  parishioners  against 
immorality,  or  even  offences  against 
ecclesiastical  law,  but  would  bring  in  a 
class  of  offence  or  charge  founded 
simply  upon  the  fact  of  bankruptcy. 
The  question  was  amply  discussed  in 
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Comnuttee  by  the  Gentlemen  who  have 
conducted  the  whole  of  this  discussion 
to-mght.  There  are  no  right  hon. 
Members  who  have  again  raised  this 
question,  and  therefore  I  trust  we  may 
be  allowed  to  proceed  without  reviving 
the  question  again  and  again. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  :  The  Attor- 
ney General  is  wrong  in  attributing  the 
discussion  in  the  Grand  Committee  on 
Law  to  my  hon.  Friend  and  myself. 
It  was  practically  on  a  Motion  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Devon. 

•Sib  BICHAED  WEBSTER :  It  was 
not  moved ;  it  was  merely  taken  up. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  If  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  so,  the  Attorney 
General  is  incorrect.  The  hon.  Baronet 
did  not  press  it  to  a  Division,  but  there 
was  a  discussion  on  it.  I  would  point 
out  that  some  of  the  arguments  used 
by  the  Attorney  General  are  outside 
the  mark.  He  has  given  the  case  of  a 
clei^yman  who  has  become  bankrupt 
in  consequence  of  being  surety  for 
another.  But  surely  such  a  case  is 
covered  by  the  last  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  FHend  relating  to  the 
certificate  that  the  bankruptcy  was  not 
due  to  misconduct.  I  would  point  out 
to  the  House  that  there  is  a  difTerence 
between  a  bankrupt  clergyman  and  a 
trader  in  the  same  plight,  each  of  whom 
has  not  kept  books.  The  bankruptcy 
in  the  latter  case  would  probably  be 
attributable  to  gross  negligence,  and 
discharge  would  probably  be  refused. 
But  the  non-keeping  of  books  would  not 
be  sufiScient  ground  for  depriving  a 
clergyman  of  nis  living,  or  even  sus- 
jiendmg  him  for  a  term  of  years,  be- 
cause a  clergyman  would  not  be  called 
upon  by  any  Court  to  keep  accounts. 
[  think  that  in  the  case  of  ministers  at 
least  it  has  been  decided  that  the  fact 
of  their  not  keeping  books  of  account 
is  not  a  sufiBcient  ground  for  refusing  a 
discharge.  If  the  Attorney  General 
will  take  every  case  in  which  discharge 
can  be  refused,  he  will  find  that  not  one 
would  be  applicable  to  a  clergyman 
t^xcept  fraud  or  extravagance  were 
\  roved.  I  ask  the  House  whether  ex- 
tra vf^nce  or  anything  of  that  kind 
would  not  alone  be  sufiBcient  to  utterly 
<lestroy  any  spiritual  force  a  clergyman 
jossessed? 

Sir  Bickard  Webster 


Question  put. 

(9.55.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
24 ;  Noes  100.— (Div.  List,  No,  166.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bobt,  the  foUow- 
ing  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — Clause 
2,  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  word 
"misconduct,"  and  insert  the  word 

"  conduct." 

On  Motion  of  SirBiOHAiO)  Webstbb* 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to : — Page  2,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "he  is  charged  with/'  and  insert 
the  word  "of." 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE :  I  to. 
propose  to  leave  out  thfe  words  "  Con- 
sistory Court,"  in  line  13  of  Clause  3, 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  Provincial 
Court."  My  object  in  moving  thia 
Amendment  is  to  prevent  this  House 
restoring  to  the  Consistory  Courts  the 
power  of  jurisdiction  which  they  were 
deprived  of  some  years  ago,  as  the; 
result  of  the  Beport  of  the  CommiS' 
sioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of- 
inquiring  into  the  condition  of  Eccle- 
siastical Courts.  One  of  the  reasona 
given  by  the  Commissioners  for 
depriving  these  Courts  of  their 
jurisdiction,  was  that  there  was  not 
sufiBcient  remuneration  to  induce  & 
capable  practitioner  to  settle  down  aa 
a  Judge.  Since  that  time  we  have 
curtailed  the  emoluments  of  these 
Courts  enormously,  so  that  the 
objection  raised  then  not  only 
holds  good  now,  but  is  even  stronger. 
There  are  twenty  -  six  different 
Courts ;  and  in  order  to  eflfeotively 
carry  out  this  Bill,  if  you  retain 
the  words  "  Consistory  Court,"  you 
must  have  an  efiBcient  bar  at  these 
places  to  deal  with  ecclesiastical  law. 
Take  the  case  of  St.  David's  with  & 
population  of  a  few  thousands.  Is  it 
not  simple  folly  to  establish  Consistory 
Courts  to  try  cases  of  the  importance 
you  propose  shall  be  tried  in  these 
Courts  in  a  place  Uke  that  ?  It  is  pro- 
posed in  this  Bin  that  cases  of  immoral 
conduct  against  clergymen  which  may 
result  in  depriving  him  of  his  stipraia 
for  three  years,  and  perhaps  leave  an 
indelible  stain  upon  his  character,  shall 
be  tried  in  an  outlandish  place  Uke  St. 
David's,  where  you  cannot  iget  efiBcient 
counselwithontimportingthem.  Whatl 
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propose  is  that  Provincial  Courts  shall 
be  substituted  for  those  Consistory 
Courts,  and  I  venture  to  submit  that 
thev  will  be  found  adequate  for  dealing 
with  cases  of  this  sort. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  Con- 
sistory Court  of  the  diocese,"  and  in- 
sert the  words  "  Provincial  Court." — 
{Mr.  Lhyd-Qtorge.) 

Question  proposed,  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  would  point  out  that  three 
or  four  Welsh  Members  have  been  dis- 
cussing Clause  1  for  five  hours.  If  we 
go  on  at  that  rate  the  House  will  be 
unable  to  adjonm  ontilfar  into  August. 
I  do  not  like  to  move  the  Closure 
now,  but  I  will  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
■opposite  to  say  whether  this  folly — 
^"Order,  order  I") — whether  thiscourse 
of  conduct  is  calculated  toraise  them  in 
the  estimation  of  their  friends  opposite  or 
in  the  estimation  of  their  constituencies 
in  Wales.  I  maintain  that  in  acting 
as  tbey  have  been  doing  they  are  not 
supported  by  the  Welsh  people,  and  I 
appeal  to  the  House  and  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  say  if  this  thing  is  to 
continue  any  longer? 
*Mb.  SPEAEEB:  I  have  never 
known  a  Bill  on  Report  debated  in 
this  way.  I  have  never  known  such 
elementary  and  long  speeches  made  on 
every  Amendment ;  and  I  must  say  that 
if  this  sort  of  thing  continues  the 
House  has  the  remedy  in  its  own 
hands. 

Mb.  S.  EVANS:  If  we  do  not 
present  arguments  ourselves  sufficient 
to  satisfy  hon.  Members  on  this  ques- 
tion, I  can  cite  authorities  against  the 
establishment  of  these  Consistory  Courts 
which  I  think  may  appeal  to  them. 
The  late  ArohbishopThomson,  speaking 
in  1886  of  these  Courts,  referred 
in  unfavourable  terms  to  them,  and 
said  there  would  be  difficulty  in  getting 
them  to  work  harmoniously.  That  is 
an  authority  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  may  perhaps  place  some  store 
bv.  As  the  result  of  the  Report  of  the 
Cjommisnoners  appointed  to  examine 
into  these  Gonrts,  they  were  abolished 
at  very  great  expense  to  the  ooontiy. 


and  I  think  the  House  should  con- 
tinue to  abide  by  the  recommendations 
of  those  Commissioners.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  onus  lies  upon  those 
who  wish  to  re  -  establish  them 
to  show  that  they  will  admit  of 
a  simplified  procedure  and  enable 
the  law  to  be  carried  out  effectively. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Biohabd  Web- 
ster, the  foUowii^  Amendment  was 

agreed  to : — 

Page  2,  line  14,  after  the  word  "prefer- 
menvto  insert  the  words  "and  may  be  so 
proaecuted  and  tried." 

Mr.  S.  EVANS  :  I  propose  that  sub- 
section (a)  of  Clause  3  i>e  omitted.  One 
great  objection  I  have  against  this  Clause 
is  that  it  places  in  t^  hands  of  the 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  the  power  to  dis> 
allow  any  prosecution.  Ido  not  think 
it  is  likely  that  any  proceedings  will  be 
instituted  unless  somegood ground  exists 
for  them;  and  I  may  point  out  that  there 
is  a  provision  in  the  Bill  to  the  effect 
that  the  prosecutor  may,  at  any  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  be  ordered  to  ^ve 
security  for  costs.  Surely  that  is  a 
strong  safeguard  against  mvolons  or 
vexatious  proceedings  being  taken. 
I«t  the  House  consider  what  the  efifeot 
will  be  of  giving  power  to  the  Bishqs 
of  the  diocese  to  cUsallow  prosecutions. 
A  particular  Bishop  may  be  opposed  to 
this  Bill,  and  although  the  House  may 
desire  to  purge  the  Church  they  are 
placing  in  the  hands  of  such  a  Bishop 
the  power  to  stop  prosecutions,  and  so 
far  render  the  Bill  inoperative,  because 
there  is  no  appeal  from  his  decision. 
That  seems  to  me  an  important  matter, 
and  I  think  the  sub-section  ^ould  be 
omitted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
line  16,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (a)  of 
Clause  2. — (3fr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question,  "  That  Sub-section  (a)  of 
Clause  3  stand  part  of  ti^  Bill,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  PHILIPPS  :  I  have  to  propose 
as  an  Amendment  that  Sub-section  (b) 
of  Clause  2  be  left  out.  The  provision 
of  this  sub-section  is  that  the  prosecutor 
may  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings  be 
ordered  to  give  security  for  costs, 
unless  the  offence  allied  in  the  ^nrose- 
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oution  is  one  of  which  the  clergyman 
has  been  convicted  by  a  Temporal 
Court.  I  think  the  reason  for  leaving 
out  this  sub-section  is  sufficiently 
ob\'ious.  In  most  cases  the  prosecutors 
Tinder  this  Bill  will  be  poor  men — 
namely,  churchwardens,  who  as  a  rule 
will  be  farmers  in  country  parishes  and 
tradesmen  in  small  towns.  There  will 
be  great  difficulty  in  getting  these  men 
to  prosecute  a  clergyman  for  any  mis- 
conduct if  he  is  liable  at  any  part  of  the 
proceedings  to  be  called  upon  to  give 
security  for  costs,  because  everyone 
knows  what  overwhelming  evidence 
will  be  required  to  obtain  the  conviction 
of  a  clergyman  for  immorality.  It 
must  be  the  desire  of  the  Government 
to  encourage  prosecutions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  rid  of  criminous  clerks  ; 
and  I  think  therefore  they  should  agree 
to  omit  this  sub-section,  otherwise  the 
Bill  will  be  to  a  large  extent  in- 
effective. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2. 
line  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (b). — 
[Mr.  Pkilipps.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub- 
section (b)  of  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  only 
possible  reason  in  favour  of  a  provision 
for  prosecutors  to  be  called  upon  at 
any  stage  of  the  proceedings  to  give 
security  for  costs  has  been  removed  by 
the  decision  of  the  House  not  to  deprive 
the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  the  power 
to  dist^w  a  prosecution  that  he  may 
consider  to  be  too  vague  or  frivolous  to 
to  justify  a  prosecution.  As  my  hon. 
Friend  nas  pointed  out  most  of  the 
prosecutors  would  be  poor  men,  and  to 
provide  that  such  persons  shall  give 
security  for  costs  out  of  his  own  pro- 
perty is  not  a  rational  course,  and  I 
shall  oppose  it.  It  is  to  the  interest  of 
the  parishioners  that  an  immoral 
olerayman  diould  be  prosecuted,  and 
I  therefore  think  that  security  for 
costs  should  be  given  out  of  the  rates, 
if  at  all. 

Question  put. 

(10.30.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
124  ;  Noes  23.— (Div.  List,  No.  167.) 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I  move,  in 
Clause  2,  page  2,  Une  35,  to  leave  out 
Mr.  Plv^pps 


from  "  of  whom,"  to  '*  appointments," 
in  Une  27.  I  understand  that  the 
Attorney  General  accepts  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  EVANS :  I  move,  in  Clause  2, 
page  2,  line  39,  to  leave  out  "either," 
and  in  line  30  from  "  or  that  "  to  the 

end  of  the  sub-section.  At  present  the 
verdict  may  be  foimd  by  a  majority  of 
the  assessors,  of  whom  there  are  five, 
and  I  desire  on  behalf  of  the  clergymen 
to  make  it  read  that  the  verdict  shall 
be  unanimous.  I  do  not,  however, 
care  very  much  about  it  if  the  Attorney 
General  is  not  anxious  to  have  it  in. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pase  2,  Uoe  89,  to  leave  out  the  yrorA 

"  either, —<jlfr.  Samuel  Evaru.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  either  ** 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed 

to. 

(10.39.)  Mb.  EVANS:  The  next 
Amendment  that  stands  in  my  name  is 
one  that  we  consider  very  important. 
It  deals  with  the  procedure  to  be  em- 
ployed. Anybody  has  the  right  to- 
become  a  prosecutor,  and  I  propose  that 
the  parishioners  or  inhabitfuits  of  a 
parish  may  appear  as  third  parties  to  the- 
proceeding.  That  is  not  a  very  revo- 
lutionary proposal.  We  know  that  in 
matters  in  which  Corporations  are  in- 
terested they  can  appear  as  third  parties,, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  that  principle 
should  not  be  applied  in  this  oase.  I 
see  no  argument  that  can  be  used 
against  it,  audit  seems  to  m6  that  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  where  the  parish- 
ioners are  vitally  interested,  they 
should  be  allowed  to  be  parties  to  the 
suit.  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  CUuBe  2,  page 2,  liae  39,  to  ineert 
the  words,  "  (f)  In  any  sDoh  proseouUon  or 
trial,  and  in  all  ap^wals  or  proceedings  arisiDf 
thereout,  the  panshionera  or  inhabitants  <n 
the  eocleaiastical  parish  or  place  conooned 
may  appear  as  thira  parties  to  the  proceediagi, 
andaftar  such  ^pearance  they  shall  be  deenaa 
parties  to  the  proceedingSj  and  may  be  rapr»* 
sented  bycoonself  and  act  in  tlU  things  M  mob 
parties."— (tfr.  Samuel  Evant.) 

Question  p-oposed,  "  That  tfaosd 
words  be  there  inserted." 
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Mk.  LLOYD-GEOBGB  :  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  some  intimation  from 
the  Government  as  to  the  view  they 
take  of  this  proposal,  because  it  repre- 
sents a  very  important  principle.  In 
an  earlier  part  of  the  clause  there  is 
power  for  a  certain  number  of  the 
parishioners  to  appear  before  the  Court, 
but  this  is  a  totally  dififerent  proposal. 
This  gives  the  power  where  somebody 
else  is  the  proseoutor  and  the  parish 
has  not  taken  the  initiative  for  the  parish 
to  be  represented  in  Court.  This  power 
is  given  in  the  High  Court,  and  I 
beUeve  in  the  County  Court,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  it  should  also  not  be  given 
in  the  Eccleaiastioal  Court. 

Question  put. 

(10.46.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
26 ;  Noes  133.— (Div.  List,  No.  168.) 

(10.51.)  Mb.  EVANS:  I  beg  to 
more,  in  Clause  3,  page  2,  line  40, 
after  **  may,"  to  insert  "  with  the  leave 
of  the  Court."  The  first  sub-section 
of  this  clause  gives  the  right  to  either 
party  to  appeal  from  the  Consistory 
Court  with  respect  to  any  matter  of 
law.  I  venture  to  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  when  setting  up  these 
Consistory  Courts  to  make  them  strong 
enough  to  decide  questions  of  law  with- 
out the  necessity  of  duy  appeal.  The 
circumstances  that  have  driven  the 
Bishops  as  representing  the  Church  of 
England  to  this  House  with  Bills  of 
this  description  show  that  my  Amend- 
ment is  necessary.  The  complaint 
against  the  present  procedure  is  that  it 
is  dilatory  and  expensive,  and  the 
reason  of  that  is  the  frequent  appeals 
on  frivolons  questions  oi  law.  Some 
points  of  law  are  material  and  others 
are  not,  and  I  propose  that  the  Court 
should  have  the  power  to  say  whether 
there  shall  be  an  appeal — that  is  to 
say,  whether  there  is  a  legal  point  in- 
volved on  which  it  is  desirable  to  have 
the  opnion  of  a  higher  tribunal.  If 
that  is  not  done,  the  man  who  has  the 
longest  purse  will  be  able  to  starve  oat 
the  opposing  litigant. 

(10.53.)  Sm  BICHARD  WEBSTER : 
Before  you  put  that  Question,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  sbcnild  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  Amendment 


;(vbich  is  moved  by  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  S.  Evans)  and  to  ask  your  ruling.. 
I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  with 
reference  to  this  clause  there  are 
no  fewer  than  twenty-three  Amend- 
ments put  down  in  the  names  of 
two  hon.  Members.  They  are,  in 
fact,  attempts  to  import  into  this  Bill,, 
and  have  discussed,  mattera  which  are- 
nothing  but  matters  of  practice,  and 
which  in  all  other  Bills  of  a  similar 
kind  have  always  been  dealt  with  by- 
rules.  I  ask  your  permission  to  caU 
attention  to  what  has  been  the  result 
of  the  practice  which  has  been  adopted 
by  hon.  Members  opposite.  There 
are  sitting  behind  me  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  take  a  great  interest  in  this 
Bill,  who  are  interested  in  the  Church 
of  England,  and  who  desire  to  see- 
this  Bill  made  a  useful  measure.  But 
the  result  of  the  mode  in  which  this- 
discussion  has  been  carried  on  has  been^ 
that  these  hon,  Membenrs  have  been 
reduced  to  silence,  and  there  have  been 
delivered  to  this  House  speeches  which^ 
with  all  deference  to  hon.  Members,  I 
venture  to  say  have  been  useless  for  all 
purposes  of  discussion.  They  have 
not  tended  in  the  smallest  degree  either 
to  improve  the  Bill  or  to  assist  the 
House ;  and  having  regard  to  the- 
chuaoter  of  these  Amendments,  I  ask 
your  permission  to  move  that  the- 
Question  be  now  put  that  Clause  3  and 
Clause  4  down  to  line  32  stand  part 
of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  SFEAEEB  :  I  can  only  put 
part  of  that  Motion.  We  are  now 
dealing  vrith  Clause  3,  and  I  can  pat 
that  to  the  House. 

(10.57.)  Question  put,  "That  the 
Question  that  Clause  3  stand  part  of' 

the  Bill  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes  137 
Noes  24.— (Div.  list.  No.  169.) 

(11.5.)  Question  put  accordingly^ 
•'That  Clause  3  stand  part  of  the- 
BiU." 

The   House  divided     Ayes  161 
Noes  21.— (Div.  List,  No.  170.) 

(11.15.)     Mb.  EVANS:  I  beg 
move — 
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In  Clause  4,  page  3,  line  19,  after  "  offence  " 
to  insert  "  or  from  the  date  when  the  offence 
•hall  first  have  been  foond  out  or 
ascertained." 

I  venture  to  think  that  this  is  an 
Amendment    which    will  commend 
itself  to  the  learaed  Attorney  General. 
Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  19,  after  the  word  offence  " 
to  insert  the  words  "  or  from  the  date  when 
the  offence  shall  first  have  been  found  oat  or 
^ecertwned."— (Afr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  bethere 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

(11.16.)  On  Motion  of  Sir  Richabd 
"Webster,  the  following  Amendment 
was  agreed  to : — Clause  4,  page  3, 
line  33,  leave  out  *•  in  a  case  in  which," 
and  insert  '*  after." 

(11.17.)  Mr.  EVANS:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  3,  line  37,  to  leave  out 
"  except  in  the  case  of  a  summary 
conviction."  This  is  an  exception 
which  weakens  the  Bill  considerably, 
and  I  fail  to  see  any  necessity  for  it. 
I  think  this  provision  should  be 
omitted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  except  in  the  case  of  a  summary  cosvic- 
tion."— (3fr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question, "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tiie  Bill," 

put,  and  agreed  to. 

(11.18.)  SntBICHABDWBBSTEB: 
I  beg  to  move — 

In  page3,line38,atend,add— "In  the  event 
any  such  conviction,  order,  or  finding,  by  or 
before  a  temporal  court,  as  renders  a  clergy- 
man liable  under  this  Act,  the  court  shall 
«aa8e  the  prescribed  oertiffoate  of  the  convic- 
tion, ordeor,  wc  flndingto  be  sMitto  the  lushw 
the  diooese  b  vrbi&i  the  oonrt  sitB,  and  meh 
eerUflcate  shall  be  preserved  in  the  re^try 
of  that  diooese,  or  of  any  other  diocese 
to  irtilch  it  may  be  sent  by  direction  of  the 
bishop." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

(11.19.)  Mr.  EVANS:  I  have  no 
-objection  to  this  Amendment.  I  have 
merely  to  thank  the  learned  Attorney 
XSeneral  for  having  now  accepted  by 
the  addition  of  these  words  an  Amend- 
ment which  I  moved  on  another  portion 
•of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Samuel  Evam 


(11.30.)  Mb. EVANS:  Ibegtomove— 

In  Clanse  5,  pam  3,  line  41,  after  "con- 
oemed,"  insert**  as  declared  in  tfa«  presoribed 
manner  by  the  parishioners  of  the  parish  or 
inhabitants  of  tne  place  concerned,  and  to  the 
wishes  of  the  same  parishioners  or  inhabi- 
tants declared  in  the  prescribed  manner." 

I  venture  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  importance  and  serious- 
ness of  this  Amendment.  It  is  declared 
in  this  section  that  when  a  clergyman 
is  under  the  Act  adjudged  guilty,  regard 
shall  be  had  in  considering  the  sentence 
to  the  interests  of  the  ecclesiastical 
parish  or  place  concerned.  I  wish  to 
ask  the  learned  Attorney  General  how 
the  Court  are  to  decide  what  is  for  the 
interest  of  the  ecclesiastical  parish  or 
place  concerned,  and  what  is  not.  The 
people  who  are  competent  to  declare 
what  is  for  the  interest  of  the  jparish 
or  place  concerned  are  the  parishioners 
themselves  or  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish.  I  know  one  stock  argument 
against  this  Amendment  is  that  the 
parish  contains  not  only  poor  Church 
people,  but  Nonconformists,  and  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  allow  Noncon- 
formists to  attend  the  Vestries  in 
order  to  declare  what  the  interest  of 
the  parish  is.  Well,  we  are  told  that 
we  are  all  members  of  the  Church  of 
England.  But  I  venture  to  say,  on 
behalf  of  the  Nonconformists,  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  that 
head  at  all.  We  have  no  desire  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  amngements 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  41,  after  the  word  "  oon- 
cemeo,"  to  insert  the  words  "as  declued  in 
the  prescribed  manner  by  the  parishioners  of 
the  parish  or  inhabitants  of  the  place  oon- 
cemed,  and  to  the  vrishes  of  the  same  parish- 
ioners or  inhabitants  declared  in  the  pre- 
scribedtnanner."— (Mr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

(11.21.)  Mb.  THOMAS  ELLIS:  I 
hope  the  learned  Attorney  Gteneral 
having  placed  at  the  end  of  the  last 
clause  an  Amendment  which  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  previously 
moved  will,  at  any  rate,  not  only  give 
some  consideration  to  this  Amendment, 
but  see  that  the  parishioners,  whethw 
Nonoonfonnists  or  Churohineo,  are 
allowed  to  have,  as  they  ou^  to  have. 
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some  Toice^  the  decision  of  these' 
matters,  the  learned  Attorney 

Gcmeral  will^-^e  as  some  reason  why 
he  cannot  acc^it  this  Amendment. 

Qnes^  put.  ' 

B/House  divided :  — Aves  26; 
JfSes  147.— (Div.  List,  No.  171.) 

(11.33.^  Mr.  Attorney  Gbnbral 
rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
''That  the  Question,  'That  Clause  5 
stand  part  of  the  Bill/  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question, 
'  That  Clause  5  stand  part  of  the  Bill,' 
be  now  put." 

■  The  House  divided : — Ayes  152 ; 
Noes  26.— (Div.  List,  No.  172.) 

Question  put  accordingly*  "  That 
Clause  5  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  158  ; 
Noee  19.— (Div.  List,  No.  173.) 

(11.58.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  :  I 
b^  to  move,  in  page  4.  line  23,  to  leave 
out  the  words,  "The  Bale  Committee." 
I  propose  this  Amendment  because  I 
consider  that  the  House  should  not 
delegate  to  such  a  body  extensive 
powers  relating  to  [nrocedure,  practice, 
oosts,  expenses,  and  fees.  The  adop- 
tion of  such  a  course  would  be 
quite  unprecedented,  and  I  am  sure 
the  House  would  not  be  justified  in 
sanctioning  it.  I  would  also  point  out 
that  the  ouuse  says  nothing  about  the 
character  of  the  sentences  which  may 
be  passed  under  this  Act.  It  simply 
saya  that  the  powers  shall  be  delegated 
to  a  Committee  of  four  or  five  persons. 
It  may  be  considered  that  this  is 
a  matter  of  utter  insignificance, 
but  I  do  not  regard  it  as  such. 
I  challenge  any  Member  on  that  side  of 
the  House  to  point  out  a  single  Bill 
embracim;  a  proposal  of  this  character 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons 
before.  Under  the  circumstances,  I 
am  sure  it  is  but  right  that  discussion 
should  be  afforded.  Where  you  have 
a  proposal  of  this  unexampled  dharaoter* 
I  think  it  ought  not  to  bis  handed  over 
to  the  Law  Committee.  In  the  Bill  of 
last  year  you  had  five  pages  of  fourteen 
olaases  dealing  exclusively  with  the 
question  of  procedure,  and  now  you 

VOL.  Y.      [foubth  bbbisb.] 
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propose  in  the  course  of  one  clause, 
two  sub-sections,  and  something  like 
half  a  page,  to  deal  with  the  same 
matter.  I  consider  last  year's  Bill  a 
condemnation  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government  on  this  occasion. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
23,  to  leave  out  the  words "  the  Bule 
Committee." — {Mr,  Lloyd-George.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  the 
Bule  Committee '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill."  put,  and  agreedto. 

Viscount  CBAMBOBNE  (Lanca- 
shire, N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
Clause  6,  page  4,  line  32,  to  leave  out 
from  "  the  "  to  "  appointment,"  in  line 
34,  inclusive. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Bill." 

Mb.  EVANS  :  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  Government  whether  they 
propose  to  leave  out  from  the  operation 
of  the  Bule  Committee  the  a^qpoint- 
ment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Consis- 
tory Court.  In  the  multifarious  duties 
entrusted  to  the  Bule  Committee  by 
the  BiU  is  the  appointment  of  Deputy 
Chancellor.  I  agree  that  the  powers 
given  to  the  Bide  Committee  under 
this  section  are  absolutely  unprece- 
dented ;  there  is  a  complete  dele^* 
tion  of  the  work  of  Parliament  with 
reference  to  these  various  matters, 
l^ey  are  even  allowed  to  decide  where 
the  Consistory  Court  shall  sit. 

Sib  EICHAED  WEBSTEB  :  I  am 
much  surprised  to  hear  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
The  hon.  Member,  having  put  down  in 
his  own  name  a  new  clause  to  the  same 
effect  as  the  Amendment  now  before 
the  House,  I  communicated  with  him, 
and  I  proposed  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord  on  this  ground. 
Inasmuch  as  the  Bishop  appoints  the 
Chancellor,  it  was  thought  right  that  the 
same  authority  should  appoint  the 
Deputy  Chancellor.  I  madethat  under- 
standing with  the  hon.  Member,  and 
he  was  satisfied  with  it.  Certainly  he 
indicated  no  objection  of  the  kind  he 
has  now  inferred.  I  should  not  have 
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asked  the  noble  Lord  to  move  it  except 
that  I  thought  I  was  keeping  faith. 

Mb.  EVANS :  I  was  not  aware  that 
this  had  any  connection  with  any  other 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord.  It  is 
true  that  a  oommimication  passed 
between  the  Attorney  General  and 
myself,  the  result  of  which  was  that  I 
*  said  I  would  not  move  a  certain  Amend- 
ment. But  this  is  the  exclusion  of  the 
words,  and  not  the  proposition  on  an 
Amendment. 

Qaestion  put,  and  negatived. 

The  Attorney  Genebal  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  '  That  Clause  6,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question 
'  That  Clause  6,  as  amended,  stand  part 
of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 

(12.7.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
162;  Noes  23.— (Div.  List,  No.  174.) 

Question  put  accordingly^  "That 
Clause  6,  as  amended,  stand  port  of 

theBiU," 

(12.20.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
169 ;  Noes  18.— (Div.  List,  No.  176.) 

The  Attobmby  Gbnbbal  rose  in  his 
^aoe,  and  daimed  to  move,  "That  the 
QueBtion,  *  That  the  words  of  Clause  7, 
dovm  to  the  word  "  Act,"  in  page  6,  line 
80,  stand  part  of  the  Bill'  be  now  put." 

Qaestion  put,  "  That  the  Question, 
'  That  (he  words  of  Clause  7,  down  to 
the  word  "  Act,"  in  page  5,  line  30, 
stand  part  of  the  BiU '  be  now  put." 

(12.30,)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
149;  Noes  28.— (Div.  List,  No.  176.) 

Qaestion,  That  (he  words  of  Clause 
7,  down  to  the  word  '  Act,*  in  page  5, 
line  30,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put 
aooordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Biohabo  Websteb 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to  :— 

Clstue  7,  p«g8  5,  line  30,  tm  iMve  eat 
(he  word  " miBoondoct,"  ana  insert  "con- 
duet*;  sadnftflv  the  word  **  habit,"  to  iniert 
(he  wDKds  **  or  et  sny  offMioe  ■gsintt  the  Inwa 
eoeletiaiMeri  behig  Moffnoe  against  momlify, 
and  not  a  question  of  dootrine  or  ritoaL" 

ViboodhtOBANBOBNB:  As  a  con 
sequential  Amendment  on  what  we 
Sir  Bichard  Webster 


have  ahready  passed,  I 
an  addition  to  this  clai 

The  Bishop  may  i^poii 
ehaneellor  a  oarrnter  of 
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;  to  move — 

ine  41,  after  "oon- 
<d  in  the  presoribctd 
of  the  paEuh  or 

pointmeot"  ^^^n 

Mb.  EVANS ;  On  a  point  of  Oi^  (.j^g 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  like  to  ask  it-v^ 
that  can  now  be  moved  ?   It  is  down 
as  an  Amendment  to  a  previous  olaose 
which  has  bef>n  carried  oy  the  Closore. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  Amendment 
is  in  order.  It  was  put  down  to  the 
previous  clause  by  mistake. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  32,  at  the  end  of  daase  7,  to 
insert,  aa  a  new  sniMeetion,  tiie  wwds  "  (5.) 
The  Bishop  may  appoint  as  a  depaty  ehan> 
cellor  a  bafrister  of  not  less  than  seven  years' 
standing,  or  the  holder  of  a  jadioial  appoint- 
ment."—(Tiiaeoumt  Oranbome.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  thosft 
winds  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  EVANS  :  I  should  Uke  to  know 
how  this  is  to  be  added  to  the  clause  ? 

Sib  bichard  WEBSTEB :  This  is 
a  new  sub-section. 

Mb.  EVANS :  It  is  not  down  as  a 
new  sub-seotion,  and  it  seems  to  nu 
that  it  will  make  the  clause  read  in  a 

nonsensical  fashion. 

Sib  bichard  WEBSTEB:  The 
Amendment  as  it  was  shown  to  me 
before  it  was  handed  to  the  Table  was 
prefixed  by  the  numeral  "five,"  uid 
commenced  with  a  capital  letter.  It 
is  intended  as  a  new  suo-seotion, 

Mb.  EVANS :  We  do  not  know  what 
is  handed  in  at  the  Table.  We  only 
know  what  is  down  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEOBGE  :  On  the 
merits  of  the  Amendment,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  must  say  something.  I  do  not  think 
so  important  an  appointment  as  this 
should  be  left  to  the  Bishop. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  rise 
to  order,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  beg  to  ask 
whether  this  Amendment  is  not  purely 
consequential  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  consequential. 

Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGE  :  What  I 
object  to,  lb.  Spesker,  is  that  this 
appointment  should  rest  with  the 
Bishop.   It  is  a  very  important  ap- 
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some  voioe^^gg  ^.^^  ChanoeUor  has 
matters,    a  questions  of  fact 

Gen«*ly»Ui|on9of  law.  You  art, 
he  cannot  acc^^       appointment  of 

Qnestira^f^ui  when  it  comes  to  the 
f|ij™^t  of  kn  officer  who  must 
jT_.^ly  harejegal  qualifications,  it 
in  t^«tends  of  the  Bishop,  who 
hwj^fiUtely  no  legal  fcnowl^;ed 
^  v^vfttCESrer.   The  proposal  is  nnreason- 
'"^  able  and  Inoonustent  with  what  we 
have  always  pawed. 

Questicm  ^t. 

(12.47.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
146;  Noes  23.— (Div.  last.  No.  177.) 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbbdbbick  Milnbb, 
Olaose  8  omitted. 

Mr»  Attobnbt  GENJCBAii  rose 
in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
'*  That  the  Question,  '  That  the  words 
4rf  Claose  9  cU>wn  to  the  word  "  disoi- 
pline,"  in  page  6,  line  14,  stand  part  of 
tiieBill,'be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question, 
"  That  the  words  of  Clause  9  down  to 
the  word  "discipline/'  in  page  6,  line  14, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,'  be  now  pat." 

(12.56.)  The  House  divided Ayes 
146 ;  Noes  25.— (Div.  List,  No.  178.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  of 
Clause  9  down  to  the  word  '  discipline,' 
in  page  16,  line  14,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill,"  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  proposed, 

In  CUiue9,uge  6,  line  14,  after  "diui- 
I^e,"  add—"  The  ozpreuiooB  '  immoral  act, 
*  unmoral  mucondoeti*  and  <  immoral  habit ' 
•ball  inolnde  •ooh  aota,  eonduot,  and  babita  as 
an  prescribed  by  the  aeventy-flfth  and  one 
lumdred  and  ninUi  oatums  iisaed  1^  the  Con- 
Tooation  of  the  ProTinoaof  CantarinirT  in  tfcw 
jear  one  thonsand  six  hundred  and  twee.**— 
<irr.  Lloyd-^ftorge.^ 

•  Question  proposed,   "  That  those 
words  be  there  E^dded." 

(1.9.)  Me.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I 
■do  not  object  to  the  d^nition,  but  I 
<Mumot  fdlow  the  c^pportunity  to  pass 
without  a  protest  agunst  the  insertion 
of  the  admiaucKL  in  an  Act  of  Parliament 
that  these  Canons  have  any  force  at 
all.  I  am  surprised  that  the  ng^t  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  ia 
not  here  to  join  in  the  protest.   I  nave 


read  the  Canons,  and  I  must  say  they 
contain  bad  definitions  of  immorn 
acts  and  misconduct.  My  only  objefr 
tion  is  to  the  admisnon  of  them  as 
Canons. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Words  added.  * 

Mr.  Attokhkt  Genebal  rose  in  his 
place,  uid  claimed  to  move,  '*  That  th« 
Question  *That  daose  10  stand  part 
of  the  Bill '  be  now  pat." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Questioj^ 
*  That  Clause  10  stand  part  of  the  Bill/ 
be  now  pat." 

(1.10.)  The  House  divided  :■— AyM 
144;  Noes  35.— (Div.  Lisfe,  No.  179.) 

Question,  "  That  Clause  10  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Attobnbt  Gbnbbai>  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  That  the 
Question,  '  That  Clause  11  stand  part 
of  the  Bill '  be  now  put ;  "  but  Mr^ 
Speakeb  withheld  his  assent,  and 
declined  then  to  put  that  Question, 
remarking  that  there  wpA  notice  of  but 
one  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6; 
lines  33  and  34,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  three  months,"  and  insert  the  words 
"  seven  days."— (Jtfr.  Philipps.) 

Question,  "^Hiat  the  words  'three 
months '  stand  part  ai  the  Bill,"  pat, 
and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  the  Title, 
to  add,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words 
"of  the  Ghaich  of  EngUmd."—  {Mr, 
Semmfl  Emuu.) 


Question  put, 
be  there  added." 


That  •th08&  words 


(1.20.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
35;  Noes  130.— piv.  List.  No.  180.) 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
tune."— (Jfr.  Attonuy  Geiwral) 

(1.80.)  The  House  divided:— Ayes 
146;  Noes  17.— (Div.  List,  No.  181.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  a^d  passed. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  IMPBOVKMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (Na  2)  BILL  (Na  TBS). 
COMUTTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  sexton  (BeUast,  W.) :  This 
is  a  non-contentious  Bill  bo  far  aa  Irish 
Members  are  concerned,  and  I  invite 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  take  the 
Committee  now. 

Bill  conmdered  in  Committee,  and 
reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be ; 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow,  at  Two 
of  the  dock. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVIBIONAL 
ORDER  (POOR  LAW)  BILL— (No.  342.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL.— (No.  340.) 
Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed]  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.-(No.  352.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVIBIONAL  ORDERS  BILL  (No.  2} 
BILL.— (No.  298.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  8) 
BILU-(No.  343.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

THEATRES  AND  PLACES  OF  ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  pnnted.  [No.  240.] 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND 


for  To-morrow,  at  Ti 


lOve — 

.      m  -"^  after  "eon- 
Read  a  second  tmie/lD  the  presoribed 
I  of  the  parish  or 
;^wtied,  and  to  the 
TB  or  inhabi- 
«ner." 

 >int  of  Oi«  ^jjg 

Order  for  Second  Hm».  to  ask 
discharged.  ^ 
Bill  withdrawn. 


CORPORATIONS 
BILL. 


.— (njou 


MOTIONS, 


TBAUWAYB  0BDEE8  CONFIBMATION  (nO.  1)" 
BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the- 
EzaminerB  of  Petitions  for  Private  BiQi,  and. 
to  be  printed.  [BiU387.] 

OAS  OBDBBS  CONFIBIKATION  (NO.  BIU*' 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  tiie- 
Ezamhien  of  Petitions  for  Private  KUs,  ana 

to  be  printed.   [Bill  396.] 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND)  [gBANT], 
Committee  to  consider  of  anthoriung  the- 
payment,  oat  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Pariiament,  of  an  auinal  Grant  in  Aid  of 
Eduostion  in  ElenicintarT  Schools,  nndw  th» 
proTisionB  of  any  Aot  of  uie  present  Session  to 
improve  National  Education  in  Irelanft 
(Queen's  Recommendation  wgnifled),  To> 
morrow,  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

LAND  COUUIBBIONEBS  (iBBUKD)  [BILIi]. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bin 396.1 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews,  Bill 
to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Acts  relating  to- 
Industrial  Schools  in  Great  Britain,  orda«d 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr,  Secretary  Matthews- 
and  Mr,  Stuart  Wortley. 

BUt  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  401.]; 

BBFOBUATOBT  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews,  BiV 
to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Acts  relating  to* 
Reformatory  Sooools  in  GreiA  Britain,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews, 
and  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley. 

Bin  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  402.1 

House  adjourned  at  a  qoartor 
htSon  Two  o'dodu 
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some  ■ 

matters. " 0 F  COMMONS, 
General  will  gi 

be  cannot  acceL_  . 

-fMTO  June,  1692. 
Questior;  bi ' 
(jiLp^nt  of 
U^J^y  have 


tUM  absol 


TE 


at  Two  of  the  clock. 
BUSINESS. 


UERSET  mWELL  (PREVENTION 

OS"  P^lEunON)  BILL  (6y  Order). 
^'^I^onmade,  and  Question  proposed, 

>  That  the  Order  of  the  Hoqw  of  the  17tb 
dky  of  Hareli,  1892, '  That,  in  tiie  eau  of  BDIb 
reported  from  the  Coiqiiiittee  on  Police  and 
Baaitary  Begnlatians,  three  clear  days  shall 
interrene  between  tiie  date  when  the  Report 
of  tha  Committee  is  circulated  with  the  Votes 
and  the  consideration  of  the  Bill/  be  suapended 
in  the  caae  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  (Preven- 
tion of  PollaUon)  Bill,  and  that  the  Standing 
Orden  84, 214, 215,  Mid  239  be  Bospended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideratioD, 
provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been 
[aeTioasly  deposited. —(Afr.  Jf'£afla»i.) 

(2.15.)  Sm  HENRY  JAMES  (Bury, 
Lancashire) :  I  have  to  oppose  this 
Motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  though  I  am  afraid  there  are 
not  many  Members  present  whom  I 
caji  hope  to  influence  in  opposition  to 
the  Motion.  The  Bill  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Begnlations  Committee,  aod  if  the 
Standing  Orders  are  suspended  now, 
and  the  Bill  is  carried  through  its 
stages  now,  it  will  not  receive  that 
attention  which,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  it  ought  to  receive.  The 
Bill  is  promoted  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  which  has  certain 
powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Bivers 
Pollution  Act  of  1876;  but  without  any 
attempt  to  put  those  powers  into  ex- 
ecution, the  Committee  of  the  Council 
have  introduced  this  Bill,  which  is  of 
a  very  exceptional  character.  Of 
course,  I  cannot  go  through  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee, 
which  goes  to  show  that  the  Biver 
Irwell  does  require  relief  from  pollution . 
That  somethm^  should  be  done  to 
relieve  the  nver  from  pollution 
there  is  no  doubt;  but  the  Bivers 
pollution  Act  of  1876  gives  the 
power  to  deal  with  it  to  the  Local 

VOL.  V.  [rOUBIH  SBBZBB.] 


Authority  under  the  authority  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
Board  is  the  impartial  authority  in  the 
interest  of  the  public,  but  this  Bill 
seeks  to  get  rid  of  this  impartial 
tribunal  in  reference  to  these  rivers, 
leaving  the  matter  entirely  with  the 
County  Council.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  reported  on  this  Bill 
that  it  is  of  a  very  exceptional  character 
in  many  respects,  and  that  it  proposes 
to  pub  in  force  in  this  area  to  which 
it  relates  provisions  altogether  differing 
from  those  in  operation  in  other  parts 
of  .the  country ;  that  it  proposes  to 
confer  powers  of  a  very  stringent 
character  far  in  excess  of  the  ordinary 
powers  of  County  Councils  and 
Sanitary  Authorities  imder  the  general 
law,  and  that  it  removes  the  safeguards 
Parliament  has  provided  under  the 
Bivers  Pollution  Act  of  1876  in  the 
interest  of  manufacturers  and  othef-s, 
transferring  the  powers  of  the  Board 
under  that  Act  to  a  Joint  Committee  of 
the  County  Councils  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire.  The  Police  and  Sanitary 
Regulations  Committee,  though  they 
had  this  Beport  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  yet  have  sanctioned  this 
Bill ;  so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  only 
reason  they  have  for  saying  that  this 
Act  of  1876  is  inefiBcient  is  that  a  long 
period  has  elapsed  since  1876,  but  I 
scarcely  think  this  is  sufficient  to  alter 
the  ^enercd  law  for  a  particular  district. 
I  wish  to  speak  with  the  greatest 
respect  of  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  am  sure  the 
Chairman  (Sir  Francis  S.  Powell)  acts 
on  that  Committee  with  the  greatest 
impartiality,  but  I  think  he  naturally 
is  disposed  to  regard  with  favour  the 
views  of  the  County  Council  of  Lan- 
cashire. Now  it  happens  that  we  are 
asked  to  set  aside  the  general  law,  and 
that  hurriedly,  in  the  absence  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees.  So  we  have  not 
a  single  representative  of  those  who 
are  specially  entitled  to  speak  on  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  I  do  not  know 
that  anything  is  to  be  gained  by 
pressing  forward  the  Third  Beading 
now ,  and  I  ask  the  House  not  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders,  because  I  think 
Members  ahould  hare  due  notice 
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what  is  proposed  to  be  done.  On  a 
Motion  for  dealing  with  the  Standing 
Orders,  I  cannot,  of  course,  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  Bill,  but  I  may 
say  that  my  constituents  are  anxious 
that  the  river  should  be  secured  from 
pollution,  bnfc  they  wish  that  this 
should  be  done  under  the  general  law  ; 
and  with  the  mitigating  authority 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
They  do  not  wish  that  legislation 
should  be  hurried  through,  and  they 
fear  that  the  incidence  of  the  rating 
under  the  Bill  will  throw  an  undue 
proportion  of  the  burden  upon  the 
occupiers.  No  doubt  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Sir 
Francis  S.  Powell)  will  insist  on  the 
necessity  of  something  being  done, 
seeing  that  the  river  is  in  such  a  bad 
state;  but  while  I  assent  to  that,  I 
am  bound  to  say  the  feeling  among  my 
constituents  is  so  strongly  against  this 
exceptional  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
question  that  I  shall,  if  I  get  a  Member 
to  tell  with  me,  take  the  sense  of  the 
Honse  on  this  Motion. 

•(2.23.)  Sib  FRANCIS  SHARP 
POWELL  (Wigan) :  As  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  that  I  did  not  in  Committee  say 
that  the  Act  of  1876  was  to  be  con- 
demned because  it  was  passed 
sixteen  years  ago ;  but  I  did  say 
that  the  defects  in  that  Act  were 
well  known,  and  had  been  remedied 
partly  by  the  passing  of  Local  Acts  and 
partly  by  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
1890.  The  latter  Act  limits  the  re- 
strictive features  of  the  Act  of  1876. 
It  has  been  adopted  by  the  authorities 
of  various  areas,  including  within  their 
jorisdiotion  nearly  14,000,000of  people, 
among  others,  by  the  Corporation 
of  Bury.  More  than  that,  there 
is  a  re^sentative  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Bury  upon  this  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  to  that  extent  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Bury  sanctioned  the  Bill. 
This  fact  was  not  without  influence 
upon  my  mind  when  we  came  to  a  con- 
omsion  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  has  referred  to 
the  Report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  think  it  is  scarcely  a 
proper  use  of  those  Reports  to  bring 
Sir  Henry  James 


them    thus  before 
Commons.    Such  a  R&^ 
mandate ;  these  Beipop^ 
for  guidauce  and  suggi 
often  couched  in  stro 
I  have  had  on  other  oif 


the  ""^a^nTn  


If  "  con- 
tlie  prescribed 
the  puisb  or 
|rn  ed,  and  to  the 
or  inhAbi* 

—  — - —  —  .  vnep' 

the  susceptibilities  oU^^^^  (j^^ 
Committee  who  bave  to  ask 

to  the  departmental  u  ^  down 

I   know,  means  fa..  - 
said.  It  is  the  duty  of  tiv 
investigate  all  the  circumst.. 
case,  including  the  suggestiu 
Local  Government  Report ;  and  <. 
did  in  the  present  instance.  The  Rej^» 
says  the  Bill  is  of  an  exceptional 
character  in  many  respects,  and  no 
doubt  it  is;    but  the  whole  circum- 
stances are  of  an  exceptional  character, 
and  require  an  exceptional  remedy. 
The  health  of  lai^e  populations  is 
affected  by  the  state  ot  the  river,  which 
existing  legislation  has  not  been  found 
effective  to  deal  with.    I  sincerely 
hope  the  Bill  will  not .  be  lost,  for 
it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  concern  to 
Lancashire.     It  has  the  unanimous 
support  of  the  County  Council  and  of 
the  jQint  Committee,  who  have  fotmd 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Act  ineffective 
owing  to  its  restrictions,  and,  indeed, 
that  Act  may  be  almost  said  to  be 
a  dead  letter.   It  is  the  strong  opinion 
of  all  having  any  local  responsibility 
that  the  state  of  the  river  is  dangerous 
both  to  the  health  and  moral  condition 
of  the  people  near  it,  and  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  dealing  with  the 
danger.    The  Bill  does  contemplate 
some  diminution  of  the  power  of  the 
Local  Government   Board,  but  the 
power  it  will  confer  on  the  County 
Authorities  will,  I  believe,  enable  them 
to  deal  effectually  with  the  evil,  avoiding 
in  this  ui^nt  condition  of  thii^  long 
controversies  with  the  LodJ  Goveni- 
ment  Board.   I  am  anxious  not  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Honse,  for  time 
under  present  circumstances  is  preoious. 
I  am  most  anxious  that  this  Bill  should 
not  be  lost.    I  speak  with  a  full  sense 
of  the  urgent  need  of  this  legislation  ;  I 
speak  on  Dehalf  of  the  County  Council, 
of  the  Joint  Committee,  and  I  am  glad 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  thousands — aye,  of 
millions — of  that  working  class  whom  I 
represent  here,  and  whose  lot  I  desire 
to  ameliorate.    I  am  quite  sore  that 
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some  voice  -rill  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
matters.  I  ho^  populations,  and  that  it 
General  will  ^  calamity  if  the 

lie  cannot  accej^'^  lost  for  this  Session.  I 
jse  will,  by  a  suspenBion 
of  ag  Orders,  eJIow  the  Bill  to 
y  have  k^'^  stage,  and  it  will,  I 
in  the  h      *>  a  speedy  removal  of  the 


Qnesti^ 
Tl 


fias 


absoli-  -^^E  hich  the  people  have  so 


MERSEY  AH^^OB  BRIGHT  (Manchester, 
OP  PO^-  It  would  be  a  matter  of 
^^.jenie  regret  if  the  Bill  were  lost. 
Ab  we  have  been  told,  the  County 
Oounclls  of  Cheshire  and  Lancashirej 
And  the  Corporation  of  Manchester, 
-and  many  other  important  places  are 
in  favour  of  it.  The  condition  of  the 
rivers  Mersey  and  Orwell  is  an  absolute 
scandal,  and  the  necessity  for  the  Bill 
•cannot  be  questioned,  so  that  I  hope 
it  will  be  allowed  to  pass. 

(3.31.)  Mb.  KELLY  (CamberweU, 
N.) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
-on  the  matter  from  a  general  point  of 
view.  I  think  it  is  most  unfortunate 
that  a  Motion  to  suspend  the 
Standing  Orders  should  be  brought 
forward  in  the  way  this  has  been 
brought  forward.  The  House  should 
never  agree  to  any  alteration  of  the 
general  law  of  the  land  in  favour  of 
any  particular  district  imless  the 
strongest  possible  case  is  made  out  for 
it.  I  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bury  (Sir  H.  James),  and 
think  the  people  of  Bur^  are  entitled 
to  some  consideration  m  the  matter. 
It  oannot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
Bury  are  not  anxious  to  do  what  is 
right,  for  the  fact  is  proved  by  their 
having  adopted  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1890.  If  exceptional 
treatment  is  to  be  dealt  out,  let  it  be 
done  after  full  consideration,  and  I 
invite  Uie  House,  not  so  much  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Bury  as  of 
-the  commumty  at  large,  to  hesitate 
befcHre,  in  a  liaety  and  ill-considered 
manner,  they  agree  to  the  action  of  the 
Polioe  and  Sanitary  Committee  in 
setting  aside  the  general  law  of  the 
land  in  this  case  for  the  purpose  of 
put  :ing  pressure  on  the  people  of  Bury. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  follow  the  right 
ium.  Gentleman  into  the  Ijobby  as  a 
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protest  against  what  I  oonalder  a 
hasty  and  ill-considered  attempt  to 
force  the  House  to  proceed  in  an 
unnecessary  way  in  the  case  of  Bury 
which  would  establish  a  dangerous 
precedent. 

(3.37.)  Mb.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark, 
Mid) :  As  I  understood  the  arguments 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James)  they  were  in  great 
part  based  on  the  fiust  that,  owing 
to  the  existing  system  of  rating, 
the  Bill  might  press  unfairly  on  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  population.  Bven 
if  it  be  so,  as  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  sat  on  the  Bill,  I  believe 
the  evil  is  such  a  great  one,  that  a  ques- 
tion like  the  incidence  of  taxation  in 
BiuT^  is  a  small  one  in  conmarison.  I 
have  no  connection  with  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  or  any  of  the  districts 
affected,  and  I  say  that  if  the  House 
had  heard  the  evidence  it  would  recog- 
nise that  the  Bill  is  a  necessity.  It  is 
no  figure  of  speech,  but  a  plain  fact  to 
say  that  the  rivers  of  the  district  are 
open  sewers.  The  population  on  the 
rivers'  banks  is  increasing,  and  manu- 
facturing works  are  proceeding  rapidly, 
so  that  the  evil  is  a  growing  one  which 
must  be  dealt  with.  The  Committee 
examined  the  matter  carefully  and  im- 
paxtially,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  existing  law  is  inadequate  to 
deal  with  it  properly,  and  that  in  order 
to  secure  the  health  of  the  district  the 
Bill  is  an  absolute  necessity.  I  hope 
the  House  will  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 

(3.41.)  Mr.  BOBY  (Lancashire, 
S.E.,  Eccles) :  I  believe  this  Bill  is  a 
matter  of  urgent  necessity  for  the  dis- 
trict. I  happen  to  have  a  certain  in- 
terest in  the  Bill,  as  I  believe  my  works 
send  dye  stuff  into  the  river,  and  so  far 
we  may  come  under  the  Act.  Bat, 
whatever  inconvenience  it  may  cause  to 
us  and  other  manufactmrers,  it  is  of 
urgent  importance  to  liancaflhire.  The 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  cannot  be 
worked  unless  the  Bill  is  passed. 
No  attempt  has  been  made  to  put 
an  end  to  the  pollution  of  the  streams, 
and  no  hindrance  ought  to  be  put  in 
the  way  of  their  improvement. 
TJ  2 
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(3.43.)  Dr.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  As  another  Member  of  the 
Committee  I  listened  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James)  with  considerable 
interest,  and  after  doing  so  and 
hearing  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  I  have  come  to  the  absolute 
conclusion  that  nothing  remains  for 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  but  to 
stand  by  one  another.  I  was  unable  to 
be  in  the  Committee  the  last  two  days, 
but  the  evidenoe  I  did  heaf  tended  to. 
diow  that  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
would  be  nothing  less  than  an  open 
Bffnrer  unless  the  Bill  were  passed. 
Evidence  in  support  of  that  was  given 
by  the  County  Councils  of  Cheshire 
and  Lancashire,  and  I  shall,  therefore, 
support  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Sm  HENBY  JAMES:  I  wish  to 
correct  one  point  of  fact.  The  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  the  representatives 
of  the  Bury  Council  before  the  Com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  t^e  scheme.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  a  very  able  represen- 
tative, Mr.  Maxwell,  dissented  from  it. 

Qnestion  pat. 

(3.46.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
71 ;  Noes  6.— <Div.  List,  No.  182.) 

Sib  henry  JAMES:  After  this 
rft^er  deotsive  majority,  I  shall  not 
pursue  the  matter  further. 

Bill  Gonudered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  thkd  time. — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
QUESTIONS, 


POLICE  IN  MILITARY  UNIFORM. 

Mb,  PATEICK  O'BRIEN  (Mom^ 
ghan,N.):  Ibegto6fikthe£1nancialSec- 
letaryto  the  War  Office  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  on  the  22nd  instant,  when  a 
battery  of  Royal  Artillery  were  quar- 
t«z«d  in  Newcastle  West,  two  police 
oonstables,  named  M'Garry  and  Dougal, 
cdbWned  and  wore  military  tmiforms 
br  the  purpose  of  obtainii^  drink  at 
pK^^ted  hours ;  and  whether  it  was 


with  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  that  these  uniforms, 
were  given  to  the  {folioe,  or  how  did' 
they  get  them  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbodrick,. 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  On  the  day  in 
question  a  battery  of  Artillery,  prac- 
tising at  Glsnbeigh,  was  billeted  at 
Newcastle  West,  and  the  police  station 
was  used  as  a  guard-room.  Several 
constables  are  reported  to  have  tried  on 
the  men's  jackets ;  but  none  were  seen 
to  enter  a  public-house,  and  no  report 
on  the  subject  was  made  to  the  com- 
manding officer. 

Mr.  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  ConstableaM'Garry 
and  Dougal,  who  on  the  22nd  in- 
stant at  Newcastle  West  put  on 
military  uniforms  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Artillery  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  certain  licensed  victuallers  to- 
supply  them  with  intoxicating  drinkff. 
at  prohibited  hours,  were  Mting  in. 
accordance  with  the  roles  of  the  police 
service  in  so  disguising  themselves 
without  the  authority  of  their  officers ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  any  and  what 
punishment  will  be  inflicted  ?  I  should 
also  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  is  aware  that  M'Garry 
was  twice  fined  for  breach  of  the  police^ 
roles? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  aware  of 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it.  The  constables,  in 
disguising  themselves  in  the  manner 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  were- 
not  acting  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
police  service.  The  whole  proceeding - 
appears  to  have  been  undertaken  solely 
on  their  own  responsibility.  The  con- 
stables have  been  warned  against  a 
repetition  of  the  proceedings. 

ALLBQED  INBOLTENCT  OF  AN 
IRISH  HAOISTRATB. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lientenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  has 
oome  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  that  Mr.  Thomas  Fergusonr 
J.F.,  ot  Banbridge,   is  one  of  the 
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priaeipals  in  the  firm  of  Dixon,  Fer- 
gusoD,  and  Company,  linen  manu- 
Jacturei^,  of  Banlrndgis ;  whether  he  is 
■aware  that  this  firm  compomided  with 
their  creditors,  paying  only  twelve 
tghillings  in  the  pound ;  and  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  intends 
io  continue  Mr.  Fei^son  in  the  Com- 
jnisaion  of  the  Peace  and  vice-guardian- 
ship of  the  Poor ;  how  long  has  Mr. 
Perguson  absented  himself  from  Petty 
■Sessions ;  and  for  what  reason  did 
he  neglect  his  magisterial  duties  in 
'Court  while  acting  as  Vice  Guardian  of 
■the  Poor  Law  Board  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  informed 
that  the  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
negative.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  the  firm 
mentioned  compounded  with  their 
■creditors,  paying  only  twelve  shillings 
in  the  pound.  Mr.  Ferguson  does  not 
Appear  to  have  attended  Banbridge 
Petty  Sessions  for  some  time  past,  but  he 
may  have  performed  other  magisterial 
act.  The  Banbridge  Petty  Sessions  are 
"Well  attended  by  me  local  Magistrates ; 
and  this  gentleman  is  not  a  Vice 
<Gnardian  (n  the  Poor  Law  Soard. 

Me.  O'BRIEN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
^Gentleman  aware  that,  although  this 
arrai^[ement  has  been  made,  this 
gentleman  continues  to  act  as  a  Justice 
of  the  Peaoe,  and  whether  the  Lord 
Ohancellor  intends  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  I  have  answered 
the  question  as  it  stands  on  the  Paper. 
I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  local 
lOircumstances ;  but  I  think,  unless  the 
act  comi^ained  of  was  done  in  Court  or 
In  conneotioa  with  the  disohai^e  of 
magisterial  duties,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
'would  not  interfere. 

THE  REV.  EDWARD  BURDBTT 
HAWKSHAW. 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby)  : 
.1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  can 
now  state  the  full  result  of  the  inquiries 
into  the  case  of  the  Bev.  Edward 
Surdett  Hawkshaw,  the  Chairn^an  of 
the  Boss  Bench  of  Magistrates; 
whether  Mr.  Hawkshaw  has  been  asked 
if  it  is  or  is  not  true  that  for  a  number 
4)S  years  he  knowingly  wore  the  hood  of 


a  Master  of  Arts  in  conducting  the 
services  of  the  church,  although  he 
knew  that  he  was  only  a  Bachelor  ot 
Arts,  and  what  reply  he  made ;  whether 
Mr.  Hawkshaw  has  also  been  asked  if 
he  continued  this  practice  until  he  was 
obliged  to  ta^  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arte  in  order  to  quali^  himself  for  the 
prebendal  stall  in  Hereford  Cathedral ; 
and  if  in  the  first  instance  he  accepted 
the  offer  of  the  stall  without  disclosing 
to  the  Bishop  that  he  was  only  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  what  reply  he 
made  ;  and  whether,  if  no  information 
has  yet  been  received  as  tothese  allega- 
tions,  further  inquiries  will  at  once  Ise 
made  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  :  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  an  answer  I 
gave  him  on  the  23rd  of  last  month,  to 
which  I  have  nothing  to  add.  The 
Lord  Chanoellor  informs  me  tha^  he 
has  not  made  the  particular  inquiries 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  he 
does  not  propose  to  make  them ;  con> 
sidering  that  they  should,  if  made  at 
all,  be  made  through  the  Ordinary. 

Mb.  COBB :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  opinion  which  he 
gave  us  on  the  23rd  of  last  month  on 
the  Fifteenth  Canon  is  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terburv?  May  I  also  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  can  give 
any  other  instance  in  which  a  clergy- 
man, who  has  for  years  practised  such 
a  deception,  tuid  has  rendered  himself 
liable  to  suspension,  has  been  allowed 
to  remain  on  a  Bench  of  Magistrates? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  If  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  has  expressed  a 
different  opinion  from  that  which  I 
have  given  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  Fifteenth  Canon,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  is  right  and  that  I  am  wrong. 
But  the  hon.  Merpber  goes  on  to  ask 
whether,  assuming  certain  things,  I 
approve  or  do  not  approve  of  sometliing. 
All  I  have  to  say  is  that  it  is  no  part 
of  my  duty  as  Home  Secretary  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  breaches  of 
the  Canon  Law. 

Mb.  COBB :  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
GentlemanwiUaskthe  Lord  Chanuelloc 
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to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
a  man  who  has  practised  a  gross 
deception  for  years  is  fit  to  be  the 
^  Chairman  of  a  County  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  :  Order,  order ! 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BRIEN:  Send 
him  over  to  Ireland. 

LETTER  BOXES  IN  OMAGH. 

Mb.  BIiANE  (Armagh,  S.)':  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  GeneriJ  why  the 
postal  authorities  refused  to  erect 
receiving  boxes  in  Gortmore  and 
Campsie,  Omagh,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Omagh  Town  Commis- 
sioners, and  on  whose  application  they 
removed  the  receiving  box  from  George's 
Street  to  Hi^h  Street,  whioh  removal 
the  Commissioners  recommended  only 
contingent  on  the  erection  of  a  new  box 
at  Gortmore;  and  why  tins  box  has 
been  removed  from  George's  Street  to 
«  position  further  from  Gortmore  than 
formerly  ? 

The  POSTMASTERGENERAL(Sir 
Jahes  Fergusson,  Manchester,  N.E.)  : 
According  to  the  usnal  rule  of  the 
Department,  the  circumstfmces  would 
not  have  justified  the  erection  of  addi- 
tional letter  boxes  at  Omagh,  in  the 
positions  recommended  by  the  Town 
Uommissioners.  The  distance  from 
existing  receptacles  is  only  about  120 
(Campsie)  and  220  (Gortmore)  yards 
respectively,  and  the  number  of  letters 
likely  to  be  posted  Is  very  small.  The 
inllar  box  in  George's  Street  was  incon- 
veniently situated,  and  was,  moreover, 
too  smiul  for  the  correspondence  posted 
in  it.  It  was,  therefore,  removed,  and 
a  latter  box  was  placed  in  a  prominent 
pOEdtion  in  the  High  Street,  only  26 
jnrds  from  the  original  site. 

HOUBS   OP   LABOUR    IN  CONVICT 
PRISONS. 

Me.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  inequaiity  that 
prevails  as  regEurds  the  hours  of  work,  the 
rate  of  pa^,  and  the  annual  leave  of  the 
warders  in  English  and  Irish  Convict 
Prisons ;  whether  the  hours  of  duty 
in  Irish  prisons  average  80  per  week, 
and  are  fixed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Mr,  Cobb 


Governor  of  each  prison ;  how  many 
warders  in  Mountjoy  Convict  Prison 
asked  for  their  annufu  leave  in  the  year 
1891,  and  how  many  obtained  it ;  and 
whether  the  (Government  will  consider 
the  desirability  of  shortening  the  honrs- 
of  duty,  and  increasing  the  pay  and 
the  annual  leave  of  the  warders  in  Irish 
prisons,  so  as  to  put  them  on  an 
equality  in  those  respects  with  the 
warders  in  English  prisons? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  daresay  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  hours  of  work  and  the 
rate  of  pay  will  not  correspond  in  all 
respects  in  the  English  and  Irish 
convict  prisons.  Wiui  regard  to  the 
annual  leave,  I  am  informed  that  a 
comparison  of  the  rules  shows  that  the 
leave  is  greater  in  Ireland  than  in 
England  ;  and  I  am  told  that  there  is- 
no  case,  where  the  circumstances  have 
justified  it,  that  leave  has  not  been 
given.  The  hon.  Member  asks  me  how 
many  warders  have  asked  for  and  have 
been  granted  annual  leave  in  Mountjoy 
Convict  Prison  in  1891.  I  am  told 
that  there  were  fifty-two  warders  in 
Mountjoy  Convict  l4ison  who  applied 
for  annual  leave  in  1891.  Of  the» 
forty-seven  obtained  leave,  fourobtuned 
it  wnen  their  turn  on  the  rota  arrived* 
and  one  was  removed  to  another  prison 
before  leave  was  granted.  So  far  as  I 
can  judge,  there  is  nothing  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  to  call  for  any 
alteration.  Of  course,  the  question  of 
the  hours  of  work  and  the  rate  of  pay 
arequestionsupon  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  may  have  something 
to  say.  I  am  not  aware  that  thgxe  is 
any  real  grievance  in  the  matter.  In 
fact  the  matter,  I  believe,  has  been 
already  considered. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN  :  Is  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  matter 
was  considered  some  time  ago,  and 
that  certain  recommendations  were 
made  some  years  ago  which  have  not 
been  carried  out  yet  ?  I  further  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whe> 
ther  he  has  any  objection  to  allow 
warders  in  the  oonviot  prisons  to  come 
over  from  Ireland  to  give  evideno» 
before  the  Labour  Commission;  and 
whether  he  will  give  them  a  guarantee- 
that  they  will  not  be  punished  by  the 
Government  when  they  go  back  for  tha 
evidence  they  may  give  ? 
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*Mb.  JACKSON:  No,  Sir;  I  do  not 
think  that  the  laboor  performed  by  men 
in  the  position  of  warders  in  prisons  in 
Ireland  is  a  subject  which  should  be 
brought  before  the  liaboor  Commission. 

ROTAIi  IRISH  CONSTABULARY 
PENSIONERS. 

Me.  sexton  (BeUast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Lreland  what  is  now  the 
number  of  pensioners  of  the  Boyal 
Irish  Constaoulary  receiving  a  lower 
pension  them  that  to  which  they  claim 
to  be  entitled  by  reason  of  the  general 
ad<^ion  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commission  of  1872,  with  respect 
to  increase  of  the  rates  of  pension 
payable  to  men  at  that  time  serving  in 
the  force  ;  what  is  the  annual  amoimt 
involved  in  the  claim  of  this  particular 
class ;  whether  they  correctly  represent 
that,  whilst  the  recommendation  in 
their  regard  as  to  pension  has  been  dis- 
regarded, the  recommendation  as  to 
pay  had  been  acted  upon  during  their 
continuance  in  the  service ;  and  whether 
their  case  will  be  re-considered  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  be  good  enough  to  repeat 
the  question,  as,  owing  to  the  number 
of  circumstances  to  be  inquired  into,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  answer  it  at 
present. 

SHEERNESS  FISHING  GROUNDS. 

Majob  BASCH  (Essex.  S.E.)  had 
notioe  of  the  following  question :  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  has  now  decided  on  any 
course  with  reference  to  Government 
lighters  discharging  mud  on  the  fishing 
grounds  off  Sheemess ;  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  put  an  end  to  this 
wanton  destruction  of  nets  and  gear ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  private 
and  municipal  barges  are  prohibited, 
under  heavy  penalties,  from  discharging 
on  these  fishing  grounds,  and  that 
Dockyard  hghters  tuone  are  privileged 
to  create  this  nuisance  ? — The  hon.  and 
f^allant  Gentleman  said:  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  will  not  be  present  till  after 
the  Becess,  and  as  the  matter  is  urgent 
I  beg  to  give  notice  that  on  the  Navy 
Estimates  I  shall  move  a  reduction  of 
the  Vote. 


ROBURITE   IN  MINES. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fot 
the  Home  Department  whether  hig 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  Coroner's  jury  at  the  inquest 
held  at  Atherton  on  Friday,  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1892,  and  the  local  medical 
doctor  who  attended  Edward  Sandiland 
before  his  death,  stated  that  death  was 
primarily  due  to  inhaling  the  fumes  of 
an  exploded  shot  of  roburite;  is  he 
aware  that,  when  certain  experiments 
were  being  made  by  the  Lancashire 
colliery  mansgers,  who  compose  the 
Geological  Society,  into  the  safety  or 
otherwise  of  roburite,  at  which  Mr.  H. 
Hall,  Mines  Inspector,  was  present^ 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
such  experiments  at  the  moment  of 
explosion  they  had  seen  a  "glare"; 
and  if  he  can  explain  why  Mr.  Hall 
(Inspector)  is  now  pressing  the  use  Of 
roburite  on  the  colliery  managers  of 
Lancashire,  in  some  cases  a^nst  their 
wish  and  the  wish  of  the  miners,  as,  in 
their  judgment,  it  entails  not  only  a 
serious  monetary  loss,  but  is  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  a  serious  injury  to 
their  health? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Su-,  as  I 
informed  the  hon.  Member  himself  on 
the  29th  of  last  April,  I  received  a 
Beport  from  Mr.  Gerrard,  the  Inspector 
of  the  district  concerned  in  this  case* 
the  effect  of  which  I  commmiicated  to 
the  House.  The  hon.  Member  only 
placed  this  question  on  the  Paper  last 
night,  and  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  inquiring  into  the  statements  made 
in  the  second  and  third  paragra^s  of 
it.  But  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  roburite,  when  used  with  the 
proper  precautions  to  which  I  referred ' 
in  my  former  answer,  is  injurious  to 
health;  and  I  know  nothing  which 
confirms  the  imputation  made  against 
Mr.  Hall  by  the  hon.  Member. 

LABOURERS  COTTAGES  IN  IRELAND. 
Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what,  steps  have  been  and  are  being 
taken  to  provide  labourers  cottages 
and  allotments  for  labourers  in  and 
around  the  village  of  Kill,  County 
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Edldare;  whether  the  majority  of 
houses  occupied  by  labourers  have  been 
0(»idemned  by  Sanitary  Authorities 
for  years  past  as  unsanitary  and  in- 
bommodious ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  main  opposition  to  allotments 
and  ere-^tion  of  such  cottages  proceeded 
from  tLj  local  landowner;  and,  if  so, 
whether  steps  will  be  immediately 
taken  to  provide  the  required  plots  and 
cottages  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  been  good  euough  to  put  several 
questions  down  to-day  on  the  subject 
of  labourers  cottages.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  have  not  had  time  to  get  answers 
to  them.  I  need  hardly  say  that  these 
questions  were  only  put  down  last 
night,  and  this  morning  I  telegraphed 
over  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  information  ;  but  I  think  with 
regard  to  most  of  these  questions  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  have  to 
communicate  with  the  Local  Autho- 
rities. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  tell  me 
what  has  been  done  about  labourers 
cottages  in  Antrim  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  believe  there  is 
a  question  put  to  me  on  that  subject. 

1>B.  TANNEB:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  not 
a  fact  that  the  labourers  in  the  Bally- 
mena  Union  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  have  presented  a 
Petition  with  the  view  of  getting  some 
cottages  built  in  that  Union  ;*  and  also 
whether'  he  is  aware  that  the  labourers 
in  Antrim  complain  that  they  are  being 
treated  by  the  various  Unions  in 
Antrim  like  dogs,  as  is  stated  in  a 
document  which  I  have  in  my  hand, 
signed  by  the  representatives  of  three 
hundred  labourers  in  Antrim  ? 
[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mb.  MACAETNEY  (Antrim,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Bally- 
mena  Union  to  inquire  into  the  repre- 
sentations made  under  the  Labourers 
greland)  Acta  from  various  Electoral 
JDivisions  in  the  Union  recommended 
the  erection  of  a  number  of  new  houses ; 
that  on  the  21st  May  the  Board  of 
i)r.  Tanner 


Guardians  rejected  the  schemes  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  for  the 
Electoral  Divisions  of  BaUyscnllion, 
AhoghiU,  Galgorm,  Lisuagarron,  fuid 
Fort  Glenone;  wtwther  the  Board  of 
Guardians  have  adopted  any  scheme 
for  any  Electoral  Division  ;  and,  if  so, 
which  Division ;  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  received  copies 
of  the  representations  made  to  the 
Ballymena  Union,  and  the  reasons  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  for  not  acting 
upon  them ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  dissatisfaction  existing  amongst  the 
labourers  at  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  direct  a  local  inquiry  to  be 
held  and  a  Beport  to  be  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  correctness  of  the  repre- 
sentations and  the  matters  connected 
therewith  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  It  appears  that 
the  Guardians  of  Ballymena  Union 
adopted  on  the  19th  April  their  Com- 
mittee's Beport  recommending  the 
erection  of  twenty-eight  cottages,  but 
at  their  meeting  on  the  21st  May  last, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary 
improvement  scheme,  a  majority  of  the 
Guardians  present  rejected  the  pro- 
posal. The  Local  Government  Board 
are,  however,  advised  that  it  is  im- 
perative on  the  Guardians,  when  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  an  improvement 
scheme  has  been  passed,  to  proceed 
with  the  scheme  and  give  effect  to  it. 
The  Local  Government  Board  are  now 
addressing  the  Guardians  to  this 
effect. 


Db.  TANNEB:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  steps  have 
been  t&ken  in  the  Mallow  Union  to 
carry  out  Scheme  6  under  the  La- 
bourers (Ireland)  Acta ;  and,  if  not,  for 
what  reasons  7 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  aorry  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  information  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  that  I  am, 
therefore,  imable  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. 

Db.  TANNEB :  I  will  put  it  down 
again  for  next  Thursday. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  would  prefer  that 
it  should  be  put  down  for  Monday. 
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FOUCE  AS  RIVER  BAILIFFS. 

Db.  TANNEB:  I  have  a  number  o£ 
other  questions  addressed  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  I  want  to  know  whioh 
ones  be  will  answer. 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  sure 
whioh  questions  the  hon.  Member 
wishes  to  have  answered  besides  the 
questions  whioh  he  has  pat  about 
labourers  cottages.  Does  he  wish  the 
question  about  the  fisheries  answered  ? 

Db.  TANNEB  :  Yes,  I  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
policemen  in  Ireland  are  now  per- 
mitted to  summarily  arrest  men 
charged  by  the  police  effecting  the 
arrest  with  alleged  poaching;  and 
whether  it  is  the  duty  of  men  in 
the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  to  act 
a»  river  bailiflfs  of  salmon  fisheries  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  applied  to 
the  Fishery  Commissioners  for  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  I  have  to  say 
that  under  several  Acts  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  police  to  act  as  river  bailiffs  in 
certain  cases  ;  and  I  believe  they  have 
power  under  certain  Acts  also  to  make 
arrests. 

Db.  TANNEB:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  have  read  my 
^aestion.  I  wish  to  know  wtwther 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  police  to  aot  as 
river  bailifb  of  salmoa  fisheries?  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that, 
with  regard  to  Bandon  Biver  par- 
ticularly, ce?tain  District  Inspectors 
have  taken  an  important  fishery ; 
and  the  men  under  their  command 
are  being  taken  away  from  their  duty 
to  act  as  baili&  for  the  protection 
of  the  salmon  fishery  of  the  dis- 
trict? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  It  is  not  the  duty 
of  the  police  to  aot  as  river  bailiffs 
with  reference  to  the  protection  of 
private  interests ;  but  it  is  their  duty 
under  certain  Acts  to  act  in  certain 
cases  as  river  bailiffs  in  defence  of 
pobUo  and  general  interests.  ' 

RUSH  HARBOUR. 

Mk.  PATBICE  O'BBIBN  (for  Mr. 
OiiANGY,  Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Liiautenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  now  advise  the  Gk)vemment  to 
make  a  grant  for  the  purpose  of 


executing  the  improvements  necessary 
to  render  Bush  Harbour,  County  of 
Dublin,  a  source  of  safety  to  the 
fishing  boats  which  are  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  it,  as  well  as  to  those  boats 
owned  by  fishermen  living  in  Bush; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  present 
the  Bush  boats  are  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  Howth  or  Skerries  during 
the  months  from  November  to  May, 
over  100  fishermen  being  thus  com- 
pelled to  walk  several  miles  to  and 
from  their  boats  each  time  they  land 
during  that  period  ;  and  whether  there 
is  now  any  money  left  of  the  Sea 
J'isheries  Fund  of  1883  which  might 
be  applied  to  the  purpos€!8  of  Bush 
Harbour  ? 

*The  SBCBETABY  to  the  TBBA- 
StJBY(SirJ.  GoBST,  Chatham)  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked  me  to 
answer  this  question.  I  have  made 
enquiries,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
verify  the  accuracy  of  the  second 
paragraph.  There  are  no  funds 
available  under  the  Fishery  Piers  Act 
of  1883  for  the  improvement  of  Bush 
Harbour ;  and  my  information  leads 
me  to  conclude  that,  should  funds 
become  available,  this  is  not  the  moat 
pressing  case  which  would  demand  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  (Government. 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BBIEN:  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is 
aware  that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Dublin  applied  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  had  a  long  corre- 
spondence with  him  on  the  subject 
when  he  was  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  ;  and  I  think  that  the  facts 
will  be  found  to  be  

Mb.  SPEAKEB  :  Order,  order  t 

GRBYSTONB8  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Timotht 
Hbaly,  Longford,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  original  estimate  for  the  Greystones 
Harbour,  County  Wicklow,  by  the 
Engineer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  was 
£10.000 ;  that,  to  make  up  this  sum, 
the  Piers  and  Harbours  Commissioners, 
under  the  Aot  of  1883,  46  &  47  Vie. 
c.  26,  made  a  free  grant,  out  of  the 
£250,000  granted  by  that  Aot,  of 
£8,500,  and  that  the  balance  was  made 
up  according  to  the  Beport  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Fisheries  for  1890  by  & 
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contribution  of  £500,  and  a  loan  secured 
by  the  locality  of  £1,000;  while,  ac- 
cording to  the  Betuzn  to  Parliament, 
dated  5th  April,  1892,  No.  153,  the 
expenditure  on  this  harbour  was 
£17,870,  and  a  farther  sum  of  £2,087, 
estimated  to  complete  the  works,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  nearly  £20,000  instead  of 
£10,000  as  originally  contemplated; 
and  was  this  additional  £10,000  given 
as  a  free  grant  out  of  the  £250.000 ; 
and,  if  so,  has  it  been  made  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Piers  and  Har- 
bours Commissioners,  to  whom  the 
allocation  of  this  ^£250,000  was  en- 
trusted by  the  Act  of  1883,  or  were 
they  consulted  in  the  matter ;  and,  if 
not,  on  whose  authority  has  it  been 
done? 

*SiR  JOHN  GORST:  The  original 
sanction  was  for  £10,000  —  namely, 
£8,500  free  grant,  £1,000  loan,  and 
£500  local  contribution.  An  expendi- 
ture of  £2,957  over  the  estimate  was 
authorised  by  the  Treasury  on  the  16th 
Depember,  1889.  The  erection  of  the 
north  groyne,  a  separate  work  not  at 
first  contemplated,  was  authorised  by 
the  Treasury  in  August,  1890,  at  a  cost 
of  £7,000,  from  the  balance  of  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Pund,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Irish  Grovemment.  The  Piers 
and  Harbours  Commissioners  ceased  to 
exist  undOT  the  Act  52  &  53  Vic.  c.  71, 
so  that  the  further  expenditure  was  not 
incurred  on  their  recommendation. 

INTERPRETERS  IN  THE  RUSSIAN 
ARMY. 

Colonel  HOWABD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Oflice 
if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  stuidard  required 
for  qualification  as  interpreter  in  the 
Russian  language  was  raised  in  the 
recent  examination  without  notice,  and 
that,  in  consequence,  no  officer  quali- 
fied ;  and  having  regard  to  the  time 
and  money  spent  by  them  in  the  study 
thereof,  if  the  unsuccessful  candidates 
will  be  allowed  to  present  themselves 
again  at  the  next  Army  language  ex- 
amination, and  be  afibrded  such 
facilities  as  are  possible  for  local  study  ? 

Mb.  BRODBICK:  No.  Sir,  the 
standard  of  qualification  for  Russian 
■interpreters  has  not  been  raised.  Un- 
jnooessful  candidates  can  p)«sent  them* 
Jtfr.  Sexton 


selves  at  any  future  examination.  As 
regards  facUities  for  local  study,  special 
leave  of  absence  for  six  months  ia 
allowed  by  the  Queen's  R^;nlations  to 
officers  qualifying  for  inte^feters.  The 
question  of  extension  beyond  thia 
period  has  been  referred  to  the 
Adjutant  General  for  the  consideration 
of  His  Royal  Hi^^ess  the  Com- 
m  ander- in-Chief . 

THE   GLOVE   CONTEST   AT  THE 
NATIONAL  SPORTING  CLUB. 

Mb.  COBB :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention,  or  the 
attention  of  the  police,  has  been 
directed  to  the  details  given  in  the 
reports  in  the  London  and  sporting 
papers  of  31st  May,  of  the  prize  fight 
for  £2,000,  between  Jackson  and  Slavin 
on  the  previous  day  at  the  National 
Sporting  Club ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  gloves  which  the  combatants 
use  in  these  fights  are  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  law,  and  that  in 
some  respects  the  blows  given  by  them 
are  more  severe  and  injurious  than  if 
they  fought  with  bare  fists;  and 
whether  he  will  give  instructions  totiie 
poUce  to  put  a  stop  to  these  fights^ 
and  to  prosecute  those  who  promote 
and  attend  them  ?  Having  regard  to 
the  answer  given  to  the  question  which 
was  asked  yesterday  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  only  ask  the  second  part  of  the 
question  now. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  answer  which  I  gave 
yesterday  upon  this  su^'eot,  exoept 
that  the  pouoe,  as  the  Conunissioner 
informs  me,  were  not  present  on  the 
occasion. 

Mb.  COBB:  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  thai 

Lord  Lonsdale,  who  presided  on  this 
disgraceful  occasion,  was  so  ashamed 
of  the  whole  proceeding,  especially  as 
to  the  number  present,  that  he  asked 
the  representatives  of  the  Press  not  to 
state  the  number  of  those  who  were 
present  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I 

THE  HURRICANE  AT  BSAURITIU8. 

Colonel  HOWABD  VINCENT :  -I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if,  having  regard  to  the 


DigitizeO  by 


541       TU  Disturbances        {B  Junb, 

difficulty  of  obtaining  adequate  chari- 
table contributions  at  the  present  time 
owing  to  financial  depression  and  the 
expenditure  of  over  £1,000,000  upon 
the  General  Election,  and  the  limited 
nombeo'  of  persons  having  a  personal 
interest  in  Mauritius,  the  Government 
propose  to  seek  a  Parliamentary  sub- 
vention towards  the  relief  of  the  wide- 
spread ruin  in  the  Colony  caused  by 
the  recent  hurricane  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  I  will 
answer  this  question  on  behalf  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies 
has  received  from  the  Government  of 
Mauritius  a  request  that  Her  Majesty's 
Gtovemment  would  guarantee  a  loan  of 
£600,000  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
wants  and  necessities  created  by  the 
recent  hurricane  and  providing  funds 
for  certain  public  works.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  taken  this  request 
into  consideration  without  a  moment's 
delay,  and  they  have  decided  to  ask 
Parliament  to  grant  assistance  in  the 
manner  asked  by  the  Government  of 
Mauritius.  The  decision  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  be  commu- 
nioated  to  the  Government  of  the 
Colony  without  delay. 

THE  WIBHAW  BUILDING  BOCIBTT. 

Mb.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  by  which  section  of  the 
Building  Societies  Act,  or  by  which 
clause  of  the  Treasury  Regulations,  is 
the  Wishaw  Building  and  Investment 
Society  obliged,  in  order  to  obtain  regis- 
tration of  a  complete  alteration  of  its 
rules,  to  'change  its  name  to  the 
Wishaw  Investment  and  Building 
Society  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  ;  There  are  no 
Treasury  Regulations  applicable  to 
Building  Societies.  By  Regulation  5  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Emulations 
"  the  Registrar  before  registering  a  new 
set  of  rules  " — termed  in  the  regulations 
a  complete  alteration—"  shall  ascertain 
that  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  Build- 
ing Societies  Acts."  By  Section  44  of 
the  Building  Societies  Act,  1874,  and 
the  Schedule  of  forms,  the  rules  are  not 
in  ccmfonmty  witii  the  Acts  unless  the 
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last  words  of  the  name  are  "  Building; 

Society." 

CIVIL  SERVICE  PR0MOTI0K8  IN 

IBELAND. 
Mb.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he- 
will  have  any  objection  to  grant  a» 
Return  of  promotions  from  the  second 
division  of  the  Civil  Service  to  Staff 
or  other  appointments  in  Ireland^ 
giving  the  position  to  which  ap- 
pointed, the  rate  of  salary  attached 
thereto,  the  present  salaries  of  the 
occupants,  their  years  of  service,  and 
the  rates  of  salary  of  the  different 
grades  opened  up  to  them  b^  their 
promotion  from  the  second  division  ? 

Sib  JOHN  G0R8T :  I  do  not  con- 
sider that  such  a  Return  would  serve 
any  useful  purpose,  or  justify  the 
labour  which  its  preparation  would 
involve. 

VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS. 

Mb.  BEOOKFIELD  (Sussex,  Rye)t 
I  hegto  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  war  Office  whether  he  will  soon  be 
in  a  position  to  state  what  steps,  if  any^ 
will  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  present 
very  serious  dearth  of  officers  in  the 
Volunteer  Service  ? 

Mb.  BRODRICK:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  has- 
given  personal*  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  he  is  now  alnroad  and 
cannot  be  present,  perhaps  my  hon. 
Friend  will  kindly  put  the  quesuon  to- 
him  on  his  return. 

THE  DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N^ :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  is  Captain  Lugard^ 
now  reported  to  be  in  Uganda,  a  com- 
missioned officer ;  is  he  under  the 
orders  of  the  Foreign  Office,  the  War 
Department,  or  any  other  Government 
Department,  or  is  he  exclusively  under 
the  instructions  of  the  East  Africa 
Company ;  do  his  instructions  from  any 
Government  Department  permit  him 
to  levy  offensive  war,  or  do  they  con- 
fine him  to  purely  defensive  operations  ; 
and  has  be  received  any  special  in- 
structions from  the  Foreign  Office,  or 
&om  any  Government  Department,  aft 
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4o  his  conduct  towards  the  Catholic 
tribes  or  towards  any  Catholic  mis- 
:sionaries  who  may  be  in  Uganda  ? 

The  UNDEB  SECRETAET  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIBS 
-(Mr..  J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cnmberland, 
Penrith):  Captain  Lugard,  D.S.O.,  ia 
■a  Captain  in  the  Norfolk  Begiment, 
from  which  he  is  absent  on  leave 
panted  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
He  is  exclusively  under  the  instructions 
-of  the  British  East  Africa  Company, 
And  has  received  no  special  instructions 
«s  to  his  conduct  from  any  Government 
Department. 


Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  now  wish  to 
cuk  whether  Captain  Ln^rd  and  Gap- 
<tain  Williams  held  regular  commissions 
from  the  East  Africa  Company ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  Company  have  power 
to  grant  military  commissions  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  This  ques- 
tion may  arise  out  of  the  answer  I  pre- 
viously gave  to  the  hou.  and  gallant 
Member ;  but  I  think  he  will  see  that 
it  is  a  question  upon  which  we  should 
have  to  refer  for  information  to  the 
BritiBb  East  Africa  Company.  It  would 
be  imposuble  to  answer  the  question 
until  it  appears  in  proper  course  upon 
4he  paper. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Has  the  Com- 
pany power  to  grant  commissions  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  That  again,  I 
take  it,  is  a  matter  of  the  construction 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Company,  and 
would  require  some  consideration.  I 
should  not  like  to  answer  it  offhand. 

PETROLEUM  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  MACLEAN  (Oldham):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  Affairs  whether,  seeing  that 
in  the  proposed  Provisional  Begmations 
the  Suez  Canal  Company  restrict  their 
authorisation  for  the  passage  of  bulk 
petroleum  steamers  on  the  canal  to 
vessels  built  under  Lloyd's  and 
Bureau  Veritas  Begisters,  thereby  ex- 
Kiluding  all  vessels  built  under  the 
Begisters  of  Austria  and  Hungary, 
Gannany,  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  the 
United  States,  and  Norway,  he  will 
-now  see  in  this  a  locus  standi  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  interfere  and 
prevent  force  and  effect  being  given  to 
Cohnel  Nolan 


the  Provisional  Begulations,  and 
whether  the  Inter-Departmental  Com* 
mittee  appointed  b^  the  British  Govern- 
ment called  attention  to  this  exclusion ; 
and  whetho:  the  attention  of  the 
Maritime  Powers  has  been  called  to 
this  alleged  misuse  of  its  <diarter  by 
the  Suez  Canal  Company  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB :  The  condi- 
tion which  the  Suez  Canal  Company 
must  observe  is  to  treat  the  Abas  of  all 
nations  equally.  If  this  condition  ia 
not  satisfied  by  the  Provisional  Begn- 
lations,  it  would  not  be  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  but  for  ihe 
Government  of  the  Power  which  con- 
siders its  interests  to  be  injured,  to  take 
snob  steps  as  may  be  necessary.  Tb» 
consideration  of  this  question  did  not 
fall  within  the  scope  of  the  functions  of 
the  Inter- Departmental  Committee. 


Mb.  JOHN  KELLY  (Camberwell, 
N.) :  I  bog  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
petition  against  the  admission  of 
petroleum  tank  steamers  into  the  Suez 
Canal  was  signed  by  nearly  all  the 
Enghsh  firms  of  shipowners.  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  as  representing 
the  nation  having  four-fifths  of  the 
whole  of  the  traffic  through  the  canal, 
would  be  willing  to  use  its  infiuence, 
as  by  far  the  largest  shareholder,  to 
obtain  the  withdrawal  of  the  provisional 
regulations  recently  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Canal  Com- 
pany ? 

Ifa.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  There  has 
been  no  petition  against  the  admission 
of  petroleum  tank  steamers  into  the 
Suez  Canal.  The  petitions  presented  to 
iler  Majesty's  (Government  have  been 
against  the  regulations  under  which 
the  passage  of  petroleum  tank  steamers 
is  to  he  conducted.  If  the  action 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  were  to 
be  successful,  and  if  the  provisional 
regulations  were  withdrawn,  petroleum 
tank  steamers  would  claim  to  pass 
throi^  the  canal  without  any  regolft- 
tiona  whatever. 

THE  PER8UN  TOBACCO  CONCESSION. 

Mb.  KING  (HuU,  Central) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
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Offcers*  Petition,  Sifi: 


for  Foreign  Afhira  what  post  Major 
A.  G.  TalSot  DOW  occupies  in  Persia ; 
what  was  the  date  of  his  appointment ; 
whether  he  had  previously  served  in 
any  post  on  the  Persian  Gulf ;  what 
office  he  held  in  March,  1890 ;  and 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
allegation  that  he  made  use  of  his 
official  position  in  Persia  to  obtain  a 
concession  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
tobacco  in  that  country  ? 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHBB :  Major  A. 
0.  Talbot  now  occupies  the  post  in 
Persia  of  Consul  General  for  the 
Provinces  of  Pars  and  Khazistan  and 
for  the  coasts  and  islands  of  the 
Persian  Gulf.  He  resides  at  Bushire. 
He  was  appointed  in  December,  1891. 
He  had  not  previously  served  in  any 
post  in  Persia  or  on  the  Persian 
Gulf.  In  March,  1890,  he  was 
Acting  Consul  General  at  Baghdad. 
There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
allegation  that  he  made  use  of  his 
official  position  to  obtain  the  con- 
cession referred  to,  which  was  granted 
a  year  and  nine  months  before  Major 
l^lbot's  appointment  in  Persia. 

INDIAN   OFFICERS*  FUBLOUOH 

ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  king  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  been  drawn  to  the  hardship 
imposed  upon  officers  of  the  Indian 
Army,  and  other  officials  of  the  Indian 
Goveroment,  by  the  payment  of  their 
furlough  allowances  in  this  country 
quarterly  in  arrear ;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  sub- 
stituting monthly  for  quarterly  pay- 
ments ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  Yes,  Sir,  the 
subject  has  been  for  some  time  under 
consideration,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  a 
position  to  announce  the  decision 
befcara  long. 

HOBTAUTY  OF  INDIAN  SOLDIERS. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  Indian  Medial  Record 
Calcutta,  1st  April,  1892,  page  129, 
seowid  ooliuun,  which  oontams  the 


following  extract  from  the  Presidential 
Address  of  Deputy  Surgeon  General  C» 
Sibthorpe,  Indian  Medical  Service,  to 
the  Burma  Branch  of  the  British 
Medical  Association : — 

"Dr.  Bonelly  says  dose  on  6,000  (aix. 
thousand)  persona  passed  tbrongh  the  General 
Hospital,  native  troops  and  followers— only 
400  (four  hundred)  recowed  to  rettini  to 
their  duties  in  the  field.  The  condition  of  their 
followers  is  described  as  being  deplorable,  and 
this  was  not  always  due  to  mawria  or  actual 
disease,  but  was  in  a  great  measure  produced 
by  a  want  of  food  suitable  for  persons  n» 
longer  in  robust  health  " ; 

and  whether  he  will  give  the  matter 
his  serious  attention  ? 

Mb.  CURZON:  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  not  seen  the  paper  referred 
to,  but  he  will  send  a  despatch  on  th» 
subjeot  to  the  Government  of  India. 

PWLLHELI  POST  OFFICE. 

Me.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamoi^n,. 
Mid)  (for  Mr.  LiiOYD-GEOBQB,  Carnar- 
von, &c.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  three  men  employed 
at  the  Pwllheli  Post  OfBce,  and  who- 
had  been  in  the  Postal  Swvioe  ten^ 
three,  and   two  years  respectively,, 
recently  received  notice  of  dismissal; 
whether  they  were  dismissed  in  spite 
of  the    postmaster's  remonstrances 
whether  they  were  well  conducted  and 
efficient  employees ;  and  what  were  the 
grounds  of  their  dismissal  ? 

Sm  JAMBS  FEBGUSSON:  Thfr 
growth  of  business  at  the  office  in 
question  rendered  it  expedient  to  place 
it  on  a  more  regular  footing ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  most  of  the  persons  employed 
should  be  salaried  b^  the  Department^ 
instead  of  the  postmistress  receiving  a 
large  allowance  to  expend  on  assistance 
at  her  discretion.  Nothing  is  known 
in  the  Department  to  the  effect  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  paragraphs;, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  understood  that- 
the  assistants  had  been  frequently 
changed  ;  but  inquiry  will  be  made. 

THB  INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICERS'^ 
PETITION. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM 
(Limerick,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  can  state  when  an  official  reply 
will  be  given  to  the  Petition  of  the 
snpenrisors,  officerSf       assistants,  of ' 
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the  Inland  Revenue,  which  was  for- 
■warded  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue 
for  transmission  to  the  Treasury  on 
27th  May,  1891  ? 

Mb.  OOSGHEN  :  I  hope  it  may  he 
poBsible  to  aend  an  official  reply  at  no 
distant  date. 

SHILLELAGH  UNION  ELECTION. 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BBIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  GhiM 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  to 
grant  a  sworn  inquiry  asked  for  by 
Mr.  Terence  Byrne,  a  candidate  at  the 
last  election  of  Guardians  at  the  Shil- 
lelagh Union,  into  the  conduct  of  that 
election,  on  the  ground  that  the  Board 
considered  the  explanations  of  the 
Betuming  Officer  satisfactory ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Byrne  made  cer- 
tain charges  against  the  Betuming 
Officer  of  having  disallowed  eight  votes 
•duly  recorded  for  him,  and  allowed 
certain  other  votes  which  he  alleges 
were  illegal  for  his  opponent,  Mr. 
Casey,  who  was  declared  elected 
by  a  majority  of  two  votes,  and 
that  Mr.  Byrne  charges  the  Returning 
Officer  with  having  acted  as  a 
partisan  of  Mr.  Casey,  and  states  his 
willingness  to  support  his  charges  and 
allegations  on  oath  if  the  inquiry  is 
granted ;  whether,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  ^nll  recommend  the  Board 
to  re-consider  their  decision,  and  grant 
a  sworn  inquiry  as  in  the  case  of  Cork, 
where,  as  in  this  case,  forgery  and 
-other  malpractices  are  alleged  ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  since  the 
refusal  of  the  Board  to  grant  the  in- 
quiry, Mr.  Byrne,  the  defeated  candi- 
date, has  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  a  sworn  delaration  in  support  of 
his  charges,  and  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Kingston,  whose  votes  were  disallowed 
by  the  Betuming  Officer  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  signed  with  his  mark, 
and  which,  if  allowed,  would  have  given 
Mr.  Byrae  a  majority  of  legal  votes, 
has  also  forwarded  to  the  Board  a 
swom  declaration  that  he  could  not 
write,  a  1 1  that  his  votes  were  filled 
for  Mx.  Byrne  by  his  authority,  and 
his  mark  attached  to  each  ? 
Mr.  WUliam  Abraham 


Mb.  JACESON  :  I  am  not  able  to 

answer  the  question,  and  I  should  be 

tlad  if  the  hon.  Member  would  put 
own  the  question  for  another  day. 

DIRECTIONS  TO  UNION  CLERKS. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attomey  General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
"  Lyons  v.  Champey  "  by  the  Court 
of'  Appeal  in  Ireland  in  Novem- 
ber, 1889,  where  the  headnote  pre- 
fixed to  the  Report  of  the  case  says 
that  "  the  town  clerk  may  and  should 
insert  the  successive  premises  in  his 
list  " ;  and  whether,  if  so,  he  will  now 
re-consider  his  determination  to  give  no 
directions  to  the  clerks  of  Unions  to 
obey  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  Conrt 
of  Appeal  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublm  Uni- 
versity^ :  I  have  referred  to  the 
authorised  Report  of  the  case  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member  in  his  question, 
and  I  find  that  he  has  been  entirely 
misinformed.  There  is  no  such  head- 
note  as  he  speaks  of. 

POLICE  PROTECTION  AT  KILKENNY 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mr.  G. 
J.  Kenealy,  newspaper  editor,  of  Kil- 
kenny City,  has  applied  for  and 
obtained  special  police  protection ; 
what  was  the  date  of  Mr.  Kenealy's 
application,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  sought  poHoe  protection ;  and 
whether  the  cost,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
is  to  be  home  by  the  ratepayers  of  Kil- 
kenny? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  should  be  justified  in  giving  details 
of  the  applications  made  from  time  to 

time. 

PLBURO-FMEUMONIA  IN  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BBIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Seturetary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Go- 
vernment have  yet  decided  to  extend 
the  scheduled  area  of  Dublin,  so  as  to 
allow  the  Dublin  cowkeepers  to  send 
their  stock  to  grass  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  the  Government  are  |nrepared 
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to  compensate  them  for  their  losses 
from  nob  bemg  allowed  to  use  the  grass 
for  which  they  have  paid  in  advance 
before  this  Order  was  made,  and  the 
additional  cost  of  having  to  feed  their 
stock  at  greater  cost  withindoors  ;  and 
whether  the  Government  have  con- 
sidered the  advisability,  both  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health  of  Dublin 
and  of  the  cattle  trade,  of  having  all 
dairy  cattle  removed  outside -the  city 
and  giving  compensation  to  the  cow- 
keepers  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  Government 
have  decided  that  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  extend  the  scheduled  area  of  Dublin 
80  as  to  allow  the  Dublin  oowkeepers 
to  send  their  stock  out  to  graze  in  the 
manner  suggested.  There  have  been 
continuous  outbreaks  within  the 
scheduled  district,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  even  within  the  area  in  which 
there  is  grazing  within  the  scheduled 
district  we  have  had  several  serious 
outbreaks  which  are  evidently  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  cows  have  been 
allowed  to  be  sent  into  that  district.  So 
far  as  I  am  advised,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  endeavour  to  restrict  the  area 
as  mudi  as  possible.  We  are  taking  every 
precaution  possible  to  stamp  out  the 
aiseasCf  and  I  did  hope  that  we  were 
making  some  progress.  I  have  heard. 
I  regret  to  say.  of  another  outbreak  in 
the  district  of  Belfast,  near  to  Lisburn  ; 
we  have  had  several  outbreaks  within 
the  scheduled  area,  and  at  present  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  Go* 
Temment  to  relax  the  Orders.  They 
must  rather  be  enforced  even  more 
stringency  with  the  view  to  trying  to 
stamp  oat  the  disease  in  Ireland. 

Db.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Is 
this  outbreak  of  an  infectious  or  non- 
infectious description ;  and  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  only  got  to  assist  him 
the  veterinary  authorities  of  Dublin 
Castle,  who  are  two  young  gentle- 
men? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  extremely  unfair  to  the 
medical  officers  at  Dublin  Castle.  I 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  their 
ability  and  judgment  —  (hey  have 
devoted  themselves  to  their  task,  as  I 
can  state  of  my  own  personal  know- 
Udge,  with  the  most  assiduous  attention. 
Kot  only  have  they  worked  cm  lines 
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laid  down  by  themselves,  but  we  have 
been  in  constant  communication  with 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  have 
most  willingly  j^Uioed  at  our  disposal 
all  the  information  and  asustance  they 
could  give  us ;  and  I  am  certain  that 
nothing  has  been  left  undone  by  the 
Irish  Office.  So  far,  therefore,  from 
receiving  blame  in  this  House,  they 
deserve  the  greatest  praise.  The 
pleuro-pneumonia  existing  in  the  Dublin 
District  is  that  known  as  contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia,  and  is  not  of  a  non- 
infectious character. 

Mb.  O'BBIEN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  Dublin  is  the  seat  of  the  disease, 
and  would  it  not  be  possible  to  have 
the  cows  removed  ont»de  the  city  into 
buildings  better  suited  to  them  ?  Did 
the  deputation  which  waited  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  their 
willingness  to  do  so  on  reasonable 
compensation  being  given ;  and  would 
it  not  be  a  wise  application  of  the  funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  if 
they  took  that  step  at  once  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  think  the  House 
will  see  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  raises 
a  very  large  question,  because  if  real 
efEect  were  to  he  given  to  faia  sugges- 
tion— I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  a 
suggestion  that  might  be  in  itself  effec- 
tive— it  would  involve,  inthe  first  place, 
that  the  Government  should  build 
outside  the  Dublin  scheduled  district 
new  sheds  for  all  who  have  buildings 
in  that  district,  and  should  compensate 
them  for  the  property  which  they 
possess  in  Dublin ;  but  I  think  we 
should  have  to  go  a  step  further  before 
we  were  certain  that  we  had  got  rid 
of  the  disease  and  that  step  would  be 
the  slaughter  of  all  the  cattle  within 
the  scheduled  district.  That  is  a  very 
serious  step,  and  I  believe  we  are  not 
entitled  to  expect  from  those  who  have 
the  cattle  in  the  scheduled  district — I 
am  making  no  complaint  against  them 
in  saying  this ;  they  have  given  great 
assistance  to  us — that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  take  that  step,  however  much 
it  might  be  to  their  interests,  and  still 
more  largely  to  the  interests  of  Ireland, 
that  we  should  do  everything  possible 
to  stamp  out  the  disease. 

Db.  TANNEB:  Have  the  Castle 
authorities  taken  any  outside  evidence 
as  regards  (his question  of  infection; 
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and  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  certain  veterinary  surgeons  in 
Duhlin  have  given  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  disease  is  of  a  non-infections 
character? 

Mb.  O'BBIEN:  How  is  the 
Veterinary  Department  to  stamp  out 

disease  

*Mb.  SPEAKEB:  Order,  order  1  I 
must  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  asking  questions.  He  not  only 
asks  questions,  out  he  makes  a  speech, 
and  puts  a  great  number  of  arguments 
into  his  supplementary  questions.  It 
is  impossible  to  carry  on  questions  if 
every  hon.  Member  abused  his  right  in 
way  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
does. 

Mb.  O'BBIEN:  Perhaps  you  will 

allow  me  to  say  

*Mb.  SPEAKBB:  Order,  order  I 

DETECTIVE  StFPEBINTENDEKT 
BLACK'S  REWARD. 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BBIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  Detective 
Superintendent  Black,  of  Birmingham, 
was  speciaiiy  rewarded  by  the  Home 
Office  for  his  services  in  a  Government 
^osecution;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the 
case,  and  whether  it  is  tuual  for  the 
Home  Office  to  reward  constables 
under  the  control  of  Provincial  Oorpora- 
tions ;  and  whether  Superintendent 
Black  has  yet  taken  any  legal  proceed- 
ings against  the  newspapers  that  cir- 
culated reports  reflecting  on  his 
character  in  connection  with  a  proposed 
public  testimonial  to  him,  which  the 
promoters  abandoned ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  proposes  to  cause  a  sworn 
inquiry  to  be  held  into  these  charges  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  In  1883-4  a 
Bupplemratary  Vote  was  granted  by 
Parliament  to  pay  rewards  awarded  by 
Gtoremment  to  police  and  others 
through  whom  persons  concerned  in 
dynamite  outrages  were  detected  and 
brought  to  justice.  The  Vote  was  dis- 
tributed among  various  police  forces, 
including  Birmin^am,  and  Mr.  Black 
received  £100.  The  grant  of  such 
rewards  to  officers  of  Provincial  Police 
Forces  is  exceptional.  Mr.  Black,  in 
April  last,  commenced  an  action  for 
libel  againflt  the  newspaper  in  which 
Dr,  Tamer 


appeared  the  defamatory  statements  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tipperary  (Mr.  John  O'Connor)  called, 
attention  in  this  House.  I  am  informed 
byMr-Bk^k'ssolicitorsthatan  apology, 
at  the  expense  of  the  defendants,  has 
been  published  in  the  London,  Birming- 
ham, and  Manchester  papers,  express* 
ing  regret  for  the  untrue  statements 
made  against  Mr.  Black,  and  that  the 
defendant  newspaper  has  paid  all  Mr. 
Black's  out-of-pocket  expenses  and  the 
costs  of  the  action  which  he  had 
commenced. 

LIMERICK  FISHERIES. 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BBIEN :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (^Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  report  in  th& 
Irish  Daily  Ind^eJtdent  of  the  30th. 
ultimo,  of  a  meeting  held  in  Limerick 
on  Sunday,  29th  ultimo,  in  connection 
with  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the- 
Limerick  Fisheries,  and  whether  he 
can  say  when  the  sworn  inquiry 
promised  by  the  Irish  Government- 
will  be  held,  and  when  the  election  for 
the  two  vacancies  on  the  Boai^  of  Con- 
servators will  be  held  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  am  informed  that 
the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  will 
hold  an  inquiry  into  the  application  of 
the  Shannon  fishermen  to  be  permitted 
to  use  large  nets  at  as  early  a  date  aa 
is  practicable.  The  Inspectors  have  no 
power  to  interfere  with  regard  to  th& 
election  of  Conservators. 

Mb.  p.  O'BBIEN :  That  is  exactly 
the  answer  given  by  the  Fishery 
Authorities  two  years  ago,  and  the 
inquiry  has  not  been  held  yet. 

IRISH  SLATES. 

Mb.  PATBICK  O'BBIEN :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  war 
Office  whether,inTiewof  future  contracts- 
for  slatesfor  bajrack  buildingsin  Ireland^ 
he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  giving 
a  preference  to  the  EiUaloe  slate 
quarries  in  the  interest  of  promoting 
Irish  industry,  provided  their  slates- 
are  found  to  satisfactorily  c<Hnpete. 
with  those  of  the  Welsh  quarriM  as  ta 
price  and  quality? 

Mb.  BBODBICE  :  In  aU  bnildiii^ 
work  in  Ireland  for  military  puxpoaaft 
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Irish  materials  are  used,  as  far  as 
possible,  when  they  can  be  obtained  of 
sufficiently  good  quality ;  and  if  Killaloe 
slate  is  fomid  equal  to  Welsh  slate  we 
shall  be  most  happy  to  use  it. 

THE  NEW  POST  OFFICE  AT 

LONGFORD. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  (for  Mr. 
Timothy  Healt,  Longford,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmastw  General  what  is 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  proceeding 
with  the  new  post  office  at  Longford  ; 
and  when  will  the  work  be  completed  ? 

Sm  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  It  has 
'been  necessary  to  obtain  fresh  plans  of 
"the  proposed  post  office  building  at 
'Longford,  and  these  are  now  being  con- 
sidered. As  soon  as  they  have  been 
'settled  the  matter  will  be  pressed 
forward. 

THE   LATE   POSTMASTER  AT 

LENAMORE. 
Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Timothy 
Healy)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if  he  will  explain  on  what 
grounds  Mr.  Henry  Doran,  who  for 
nearly  forty  years  was  postmaster  at 
Ijcoiamore,  County  Longford,  and  who 
was  obl^d  to  retire  through  old  age, 
has  been  refused  a  pension ;  and,  if  so, 
Thy? 

Sib  JAMES  FBBGT7880N:  No 
application  for  pension  has  been  re- 
oeived.  The  sub-postmaster  resigned 
.on  the  21st  December  last,  owing,  as 
he  stated,  to  failing  health.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  his  employment, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  obtain  a 
pension  for  him. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  FOREST 
RIFLE  RANGE. 

Sm  JAMBS  BAIN  (Whitehaven) 
(for  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Hants,  Basingstoke) : 
I  begto  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  can  now 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Beport  of  Mr.  Felham  on  the  proposed 
rifle  range  in  the  New  Forest  ? 

Mb.  BBODBIGK  :  I  laid  the  Beport 
upon  the  Table  this  afternoon. 

THE  ALLOTUENTS  RETURN. 
Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  when 
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the  Betum  of  land  obtained  by  Hural 
Sanitary  Authorities  or  CJounty  Coun- 
cils under  the  Allotments  Acts  wiU  be 
issued  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuabt  W0BTI.ST,  Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied) :  I  am 
desired  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
in  the  absence  of  the  President,  to  say 
that  these  Returns  are  not  yet  com- 
plete, although  in  the  case  of  postponed 
Returns  no  less  than  three  applications 
for  them  have  been  made.  The  Local 
Government  Board  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  specify  the  date  when  the 
Return  will  be  issued. 

THE  CASE  OF  WALLER  AND  STREET. 

Babon  DIMSDALE  (Herts,  Hitchin): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  has 
received  a  memorial  signed  by  more 
than  a  thousand  residents  in  Hitcbin 
and  its  neighbourhood,  with  affidavits 
annexed  thereto,  respecting  the  convic- 
tion of  George  Waller  and  Charles 
Street  for  the  unlawful  possession  of 
partridge  and  pheasant  eggs ;  and 
whether  he  pn^foses  to  take  any  steps 
in  the  matter,  either  as  to  recon- 
sideration of  the  decision  of  the  Hitchin 
justices  or  the  mitigation  of  the 
unusually  severe  sentence  passed  on 
the  two  men,  neither  of  them  having 
been  convicted  on  any  previous 
occasion? 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  received 
a  memorial  respecting  the  conviction 
of  Waller  and  Street.  After  full 
consideration  .of  the  various  statements 
made  in  it,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable 
to  modify  the  opinion  which  I  expressed 
in  answer  to  t^e  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  on  Monday 
last  upon  the  evidence  in  this  case,  or 
to  recommend  a  mitigation  of  the 
sentence. 

DUTIES  ON  FOREIGN  WINES. 

Babon  DIMSDALE  <on  behalf  of 
Mr.  SsAasB  Hunt,  Marylebone,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Ohancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  the  event  of 
the  Spanish  Treaty  not  being  renewed, 
and  the  unfortunate  contingency  of 
reprisals  being  necessary  by  taxing 
more  highly  the  wines  consumed  in 
the  United  Kingdom  at  a  moment 
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when  many  foreign  wines,  ahready  in 
Her  Majesty's  bonded  warehouses, 
have  been  shipped  specially  to  meet 
the  present  scale  of  duties,  which,  for 
the  most  part,  would  only  be  suited 
for  exportation  if  the  duty  were 
changed,  he  would  minimise  the 
distnrbance  to  trade  by  at  least  con- 
ceding to  such  wines,  landed  in 
England  previous  to  30th  June 
instant,  the  same  advantage  that  Spain 
proposes  in  regard  to  British  goods 
imported  into  Spain  prior  to  that 
date,  and  allow  them  to  pay  the  same 
rate  of  duty  imposed  at  the  period  of 
their  importation,  thus  avoiding  the 
thorough  disoi^anisation  of  the  wine 
trade,  and  leaving  the  merchant  free  in 
fatnre  to  ship  such  wines  only  as 
would  be  suited  to  the  changed  scale 
of  duty? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  My  right  hon.  Friend  has  desired 
me  to  answer  this  question.  No 
change  in  the  duties  can  be  made  with- 
out legislation,  and  it  does  not  appear 
probable  that  any  such  legisfation 
could  be  passed  during  the  coarse  of 
the  present  Session. 

COUNTY  COURT  OFFICIALS. 
Mb.  COBB:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  Gener^  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  registrars'  clerks  and  officials 
of  County  Courts,  in  which  more  than 
six  thousand  plaints  are  issued  in  one 
year,  are  under  the  complete  control  of 
the  Treasury ;  whether  in  May,  1888, 
when  the  County  Courts  Bill  was  before 
the  House,  he  authorised  the  late  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  to  inform  the  Committee  of 
County  Court  Officials  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Grovemment  to  deal 
witii  the  question  of  superannuation 
iJlowanoes  generally  by  a  separate  Bill, 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  assur- 
ance, Mr.  Bradlaugh  refrained  from 
pressing  the  claims  of  the  County  Court 
officials  before  the  Grand  Committee ; 
and  whether  he  proposes  to  carry  out 
what  was  then  arranged;  and,  if  so, 
when? 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
am  informed  that  none  of  the  registrars' 
fderks  or  officials  of  County  Courts  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Treasury.  I 
bfldieve  that  the  only  oommonications 
Baron  Dvnudale 


between  the  late  Mr.  Bradlaugh  and 
myself  were  public  statements  made  in 
the  Grand  Committee  on  Law,  during 
which  I  stated,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  question 
superannuation  allowances  ms  to  be 
dealt  with  by  a  separate  BUI;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  late  Mr- 
Bradlaugh  took  any  action  in  conse- 
quence. No  arrangement  of  any  kind 
was  made  to  which  I  was  a  party. 

PARLIAMENTARY  WRITS. 
Mr.  ROBY  (Lancashire,  S.E.,. 
Eccles) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  whether  his  attention  has  beea 
called  to  the  judgment  delivered  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on  30th  May, 
in  the  case  of  the  "  Queen  v.  H.  T, 
Boddam  andothers,"  to  the  effect  that, 
where  more  than  one  Municipal 
Borough  exists  within  the  limits  of  a 
Parliamentary  Borough,  the  writ  of 
election  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Mayor  of  that  borough  which  has  the 
largest  population  ;  and  whether  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  in  issuing  the  writ, 
would  be  bound  to  act  in  accordance 
with  that  judgment  ? 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  My 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  the 
judgment  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member,  but  the  matter  is  controlled 
by  Statute,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  difficulty  has  hitherto  ariaw. 

MESOPOTAMIAN  ANTIQUITIES. 
Mr.  T.  dolling  BOLTON  (Derby- 
shire, N.E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  could  state 
to  the  House  how  many  missions  Mr. 
Budge  has  undertaken  to  Mes(motamia, 
and  what  has  been  the  cost  of  them  ; 
what  antiquities  he  has  brooght  back ; 
from  whom  did  he  purchase  them ;  mad 
where  is  it  alleged  they  were  dis- 
covered ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Mr.  Budge 
has  made  more  than  one  journey  to  the 
East  for  the  British  Museum,  the  costs 
of  which  have  been  defrayed  out  <rf  a 
special  grant.  I  hope  the  hon.  GenUe- 
man  will  not  press  for  particulars  on 
the  subject,  because  I  think  that  the 
utility  of  any  action  Mr.  Badee  may 
take  in  the  future  will  be  oonsiaerably 
impaired,  to  the  great  detriment  of  th» 
Museom  and  of  public  learning  if  hie 
eondoet  were  discussed  in^theHoase. 
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^Ib.  BOLTON:  May  I  ask  the 
r^hfe  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is 
■avare  that  grave  douhts  have  been 
thrown  on  the  researches  of  Mr. 
Budge,  not  only  by  those  well  qualified 
to  speKok  on  the  question  in  England, 
hut  also  by  learned  Societies  in  Ger- 
many and  other  places  abroad. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  I  have  every  con- 
fidence in  the  judgment  of  the  ex- 
pericnoed  officials  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum In  this  matter.  I  am  not  well 
■acquainted  with  the  controTersy  to 
wmeh  the  hon.  Member  has  referred, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  any  real  ground 
for  scepticism  exists  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  competent  to  judge. 

"THB    PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTING 
COMMITTEE. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy,  Ac.) 
•(for  Mr.  Morton,  Peterborough) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  the  Select  Committee  on  Parlia- 
mentary Beporting  will  be  called 
.together? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  I  have  made  in- 
^quiries,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
Committee  will  be  called  together  at 
three  o'clock  on  Friday  next  to  choose 
a  Churman,  and  to  determine  the 
isourse  of  procedure. 

LORD   WANTAGE'S  COMMITTEE. 

Sib  CRAUFURD  FRASER  (Lam- 
beth,N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  can  now  name  the  day 
lax  the  promised  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  Report  of  Lord  Wantage's 
•Oommittee  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  my  hon. 
^and  gallant  Friend  is  aware,  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  unfortimateiy  canuot  be 
in  his  place  in  the  immediate  future  on 
account  of  illness,  aud  I  am  afraid  the 
•discussion  will  be  shorn  of  a  great  deal 
of  it  >i  interest  and  value  in  consequence ; 
Jbut  a  full  opportunity  will  be  given  to 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  on  Friday 
next  for  raising  any  point  he  may  desire 
to  raise  on  the  Army  Estimates.  I 
propjse  to  put  Uiose  Estimates  down 
.as  tlie  first  Order  for  that  day,  and  to 
ta.'k  •  tirst  the  particular  Vote  on  which 
juestiou  can  be  raised. 


EVIDENCE  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES 
BILL. 

Mb.  KELLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
is  aware  Hh&t,  though  two  attempts 
were  made  to  form  a  quorum  of  uie 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  yesterday 
the  2nd  instant,  at  half-past  twelve  ana 
again  at  half-past  one,  the  Chairman 
had,  in  consequence  of  only  ten  Mem- 
bers  out  of  the  whole  number  of  eighty- 
three  being  present,  to  declare  the 
Committee  adjourned;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Committee  now  stands 
adjourned  sine  die:  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  now  im- 
possible for  the  Evidence  in  Criminal 
Cases  Bill  to  pass  this  Session,  he  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  causing 
that  measure  to  be  withdrawn  from 
further  consideration  by  such  Standing 
Committee  ? 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  this  question, 
may  I  ask  whether,  having  regard  to 
the* great  importance  of  this  Bill,  and 
also  the  length  of  time  it  has  been 
before  Parliament,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  make  every  possible 
effort  to  pass  it  into  law  this  Session ; 
and  further  whether  he  would  give 
directions  for  the  issue  of  a  Govern- 
ment Whip  for  the  sitting  of  the 
Committee  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  very 
desirous  that  this  Bill  should  pass  into 
law.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  fact  that  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee 
no  quorum  was  made.  I  do  not 
absolutely  give  up  all  hope  of  passing 
the  measure,  but  we  all  know  that  auy 
delay  which  occurs  at  such  a  oriticu 
period  must  greatly  imperil  the  final 
passing  of  the  measure. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT: 
Will  the  Grand  Committee  at  on 
Thursday  next  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  dou^t  whether 

the  Grand  Committee  will  be  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a  quorum  on  Thursday 
next. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) : 
May  I  ask  a  question  

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Upon  the  same 

subject  ? 
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Colonel  NOLAN:  I  want  to  ask 

whether  Captain  Lugard  

Mb.  speaker  :   Order,  order  I 

CAVAK  GUARDIANS'  COSTS. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Oavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  ii^ecretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  now  state  the  result  of 
his  consideration  of  the  claim  of  the 
Caran  Gnardians,  set  out  in  a  Petition 
to  this  House,  in  the  matter  of  "Byanv. 
the  Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union  "  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  The  Local 
Government  Board,  Ireland,  have 
satisfied  me  that  there  are  sufilicient 
reasons  for  postponing  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  till  the  collection 
of  the  August  instalment  of  seed  loan 
is  complete.  I  cannot,  therefore,  add  to 
what  I  have  already  said  in  answer  to 
similar  questions. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentletban  say  whether  the  liability 
will  .be  discharged  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  That  would  be 
raising  another  question. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  What  other  question 
could  be  raised  exo^t  as  to  disonarging 
the  liability  ? 

[No  reply  was  given.] 

STEAM  TRAWLING  IN  IRISH 
WATERS. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (for  Mr. 
Clangt)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  complaints  made  by  the 
fishermen  of  Ho  wui  and  Bush,  County  of 
Dublin,  and  of  other  places  on  the  east 
coast  of  Ireland,  as  to  the  practice  of 
steam  trawlers  running  deliberately 
through  their  lines ;  and  whether,  if 
those  complaints  are  well  founded,  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  devising 
some  remedy  for  the  hardship  and  loss 
thus  inflicted  on  the  fishing  com- 
munity ? 

'^Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  must  make 
fnrther  inquiries  with  regard  to  this 
matter  before  I  can  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Membc^. 

PROPOSED  RAILWAY  ROUTES  TO 
THE  HIGHLANDS. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 


Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Grovemment  have  arrived  at  any  de- 
cision with  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Special  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  the  Tarioos  pro- 
posed railway  routes  to  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Scotland ;  if  so,  whether 
he  wiU  inform  the  House  what  that 
decision  is ;  and,  if  not,  when  he  ex- 
pects to  be  in  a  position  to  do  so  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  This  matter 
has  been  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Treasury,  and  negotiations  in  regard  to 
one  particular  Railway  are  now  in 
an  advanoed  stage.  Questions  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations, 
partly  owing  to  the  inherent  difficulties 
of  the  case,  and  partly  owing  to  the 
very  natural  view  taken  by  the  Rail- 
way Company  in  regard  to  their  in- 
terests in  the  matter. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  great  inoonvenienoe 
caused  to  the  localities  concerned  by 
the  delay  in  passing  into  law  the  Roads 
and  Bridges  (Scotland)  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  brought  from  the  Lords,  and 
which  had  its  Third  Reading  in  this 
House  as  long  ago  as  16th  May  last ; 
and  when  it  is  proposed  to  give  the 
Royal  Assent  to  Bills  that  have  arrived 
at  that  stage  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  IthinkI  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  imme- 
diately after  the  House  resumes  its 
Sittings  attention  will  be  called  to  the 
BiU. 

THE  IRISH  EDUCATION  BILU 
Mb.  SEXTON:  May  I  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  whether  he 
has  put  the  Instruction  which  stood  in 
his  name  on  the  Paper  merely  as  a 
Notice,  or  whether  he  intends  to  move 
it  to-day  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  I  think  it  would 
be  for  the  general  convenience  that  I 
should,  in  pursuance  of  the  pledge  I 
have  given  on  the  Second  Beading, 
endeavour  to  bring  up  a  clause  giving 
power  for  the  compulsory  acquisiti<Hi 
of  sites  for  schools.  I  find  it  would 
require  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
to  enable  me  to  put  that  clause  in  the 
Bill,  and  therefore,  if  hon.  Members 
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hare  no  objeotion,  I  will  move  the  In- 
fitruction,  and  go  into  Committee  pro 

/onnd. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  qaite  approve  of 
the  Instrootion,  and  consider  it 
to  be  very  valuable ;  but  I  should 
fike  to  ask,  after  the  debate 
on  Monday,  and  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  what  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  in  regard  to  the 
Bill? 

-Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  should  certainly 
consult  the  general  convenience  of  the 
House. 

A  POIKT  OF  ORDER. 
MB.ABTHUBO'CONNOB(Donegal, 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Speaker  whether 
it  IS  in  Order  for  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  introduce  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment  on  the  Paper  in  the 
middle  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  ?  It  is 
necessary  that  a  notice  of  that  kind 
should  be  taken  at  the  commencement 
of  business.  I  would  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  on  Tuesday,  24th 
May,  1880,  the  Adjoomed  Debate  on  the 
Parliamentary  Oatha  Bill  stood  first 
4>n  the  Paper,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
Brand  then  held  that  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment  over  the  Derby  Day, 
which  stood  lower  on  the  Paper,  had 
the  precedence.  A  singular  disadvan- 
tage would  be  attached  to  the 
arrangement  if  the  matter  were  brought 
on  at  ten  minutes  to  seven,  uid  any 
faon.  Member  wished  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  it. 

'^TiiR.  SPEAKEB:  The  ruling  of  my 
predecessor  was  given  in  1882 ;  but 
since  that  time,  in  1888,  a  Standing 
Order  has  been  passed  allowing  the 
Government  to  arrange  its  business, 
whetber  Orders  of  the  Day  or  Notices 
of  Motion,  as  they  think  fit,  and  that 
course  has  been  followed  on  several 
occasions. 

Mb.  O'CONNOE:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Motion  could  be  proceeded 
with  if  it  were  taken  at  ten  minutes  to 
seven,  and  were  unopposed? 

«Mb.  SPEAEEB  :  No. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOTTB  :  I  have  put  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment  down  where 
it  is,  not  in  the  least  with  the  view  of 
«xcluding  discussion,  but  simply  in 
order  to  advance  a  stage  with  a  large 
number  of  Bills  on  which  only  small 
points  of  controversy  arise.    If  the 


hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  raise  any 
particular  point,  I  am  quite  ready  to 
bring  the  Motion  on,  say,  at  six  o'duxsk. 
It  would  be  very  inconvenient  if  the 
present  Sitting  of  the  House  extended 
beyond  seven  o'clock. 

OBDEBS  OF  TBE  DAY, 


EDUCATION  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
OOMHITTSS. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
Motion  mEkde,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  iDatruetioD  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  power  to  iaiert  in  the  Bin 
Clauses  providing  for  the  oompulaory  aoquisi- 
tion  of  huid  for  the  purpose  ol  sites  for 
gchooU."— (afr.  JaekaorC^. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W)  :  I  trust 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept 
as  an  Amendment  the  addition  of  these 
words  "and  residences  for  teachers." 
If  there  are  no  compulsory  powers  to 
acquire  sites  for  the  residences  of  the 
teachers  at  the  schools  the  law  will 
be  rendered  nugatory. 

•Mb.  SPBAKEE:  Order,  order!  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  that  addition 
would  be  an  enlargement  of  the 
Instruction  which  would  require  notice. 

Mb.  sexton  :  May  I  explam  that 
without  the  addition  I  greatly  fear  the 
effect  would  be  to  defeat  the  object  of 
the  scheme  of  the  Government  ?  If 
notice  be  necessary,  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  postpone  his 
Instruction. 

*Mb.  SPBAEEB  :  Probably  the  pre- 
ferable course  would  be  to  pnt  off  the 
Instruction  until  the  Amendment  oui 
be  moved.  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman 
give  notice  now  ? 

Mb.  sexton  :  Yes,  I  give  notice 
now. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Monday  13th 

June. 

ACCUMULATIONS  BILL.— (No.  277.) 
coHifiTTKB.  [Progress  23r(2  May.'\ 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ksid^Y  (Camber- 
well,  N.)  the  following  Amendment  was 
agreed  to : — Page  1,  hne  7,  to  leave  out 

the  words  "  or  partially." 

Clause,  as  amraded,  agreed  to. 
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Clanee  2. 

Mb.  KELLY :  I  desire  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  make  the  Bill  non- 
retrospective  ;  but  if  the  Attorney 
General  says  there  are  not  many 
oases  

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
HiCHARD  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight): 
From  the  information  I  have  received 
I  believe  there  are  only  three  cases 
■altogether  to  which  the  Bill  will  apply 
retrospectively. 

Mb.  KELLY:  Then  I  will  not 
more  the  Amendment. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended^  to  be 
considered  upon  Thursday  next. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IBBLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  276.) 
8SC0ND  BEAJDtNQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

(4.7.)  Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) : 
I  should  like  some  explanation  of  this 
Bill,  because  it  is  rather  a  novel  pro- 
posal. What  it  provides  is  that  the 
travelling  expenses  of  Irish  Poor  Law 
Guardians  should  be  paid  in  certain 
instances  in  which  the  Unions  have 
been  combining  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  district  schools.  I  am 
not  aware  at  present  of  any  case  where 
Poor  Law  Guardians  are  paid  for  any 
purpose  in  Ireluid,  and  the  House  will 
see  that  to  introduce  a  proposal  that 
the  expenses  of  persons  elected  to  do 
public  duties  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
Union  is  a  proposal  which  is  novel,  and 
ooe  that  must  be  considered  and  in- 
quired into  before  giving  it  acceptance. 
The  Bill  provides  that  the  travelling 
expenses  of  not  only  the  Clerk,  but  also 
■of  the  Guardians,  should  be  paid  out  of 
the  rates  of  the  Union.  I  admit  there 
is  considerable  protection  in  the  fact 
that  it  must  be  submitted  to  the  vote 
■of  the  whole  Board,  and  therefore  the 
expenses  of  individual  Guardians  are 
likely  to  be  keenly  scrutinised ;  but  I 
should  like  to  have  some  further 
explanation  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  as  to  the  number  of 


combinations  of  Unions  now  existing  to 
which  this  Bill  would  apply ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  he  would 
be  prepared  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
Memorandum  or  Statement,  in  some 
definite  form,  of  the  probable  number  of 
cases  in  which  the  expenditure  would 
arise? 

*(4.9.)  Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
The  provisions  of  this  Bill  at  present, 
so  far  ae  existing  schools  are  concerned, 

would  only  ^ply  to  one  school  

Mb.  SEXTON:  Is  it  an  industrial 
school  ? 

«Mb.  JACKSON:  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon.  I  will  state  that 
just  now.  Under  the  Act  there  is 
power  for  Unions  to  combine  together, 
and  to  provide  what  they  call  a  joint 
school  to  which  children  from  the 
workhouse  may  be  sent  in  order  to  get 
them  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  the 
workhouse.  When  the  Act  was  passed 
it  was  expected  that  a  very  large  appli- 
cation would  he  ffiven  to  the  powers 
under  this  Act.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  has  been,  up  to  the  present  time, 
only  one  such  school  in  Ireland.  In 
fact,  I  believe  it  was  an  old  gaol  that 
was  turned  into  a  school  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  think  there  are  five  Unions 
which  have  joined  together  to  form  this 
school.  What  happens  is  this:  The 
school  is  managed  oy  a  Joint  Board 
representative  of  the  contributory 
Unions.  The  Guardians  of  the  Union 
in  which  the  school  happens  to  be 
situate  have,  of  course,  no  difficulty 
in  attending  the  meetings  of  the 
Joint  Committee ;  but  with  the  Guar- 
dians in  the  other  Unions  the  case 
is  different.  They  have  to  travel 
distances  varying  from  twelve  to 
twenty-five  miles,  and  as  a  consequence 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  getting  men 
to  attend  with  punctuality.  I  believe 
it  is  partly  owing  to  this  cause  that 
more  of  these  schools  have  not  been 
established.  The  Ijocal  Government 
Board  have  been  memorialised  to  allow 
the  locomotion  expenses  of  Guardians 
who  have  to  travel  these  long  distanoes, 
and  it  has  been  thought  only  right  to 
include  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  abo.  I 
may  say  that  I  have  had  letters 
from  two  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  in. 
Ireland  strongly  advocating  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  larger  number  of  these 

DigitizeO  by 


665 


{B  JcKE,  1892}  Works  BiU.  66& 


schools.  This  Bill,  I  have  pointed  out, 
will  do  something  in  that  direction. 
There  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  if  the  children  of  persons  in  work- 
houses are  removed  into  a  separate 
school  

Mb.  sexton  :  Do  the  children  live 
at  the  schools  ? 
*Mb.  JACKSON :  Yes,  Sir,  They 
are  taken  away  from  the  workhouses 
altogether,  and  I  believe  there  is  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  that  for 
the  children  themselves  this  is  a  great 
benefit.  It  is  to  enable  Guardians, 
who  have  to  travel  long  distances,  to 
discharge  their  duties  as  members  of 
the  Joint  Committee,  that  the  ex- 
penses I  have  referred,  to  are  allowed. 
There  is  a  similar  power  to  that  con- 
ferred in  the  Bill  already  existing  in 
this  eoontnr.  It  will  be  a  very  small 
matter  in  Ireland,  but  I  think  it  is  im- 
portant, inasmuch  as  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
more  of  these  combined  schools. 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
think  this  Bill,  although  a  small  one, 
will  prove  to  be  useful.  The  fact  is, 
some  of  the  more  efficient  Guardians 
live  several  miles  away  from  the  place 
where  the  Joint  Committee  meet,  and 
they  have  to  incur  considerable  expense 
lor  travelling.  It  seems  to  me,  tnere- 
fore,  that  the  proposal  to  allow  them 
their  travelling  expenses  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday,  13th  June. 

I«AND  C0HMIBSI0NEB8  (IBELAND) 
BII*L.— (No.  386.) 

8BC0ND  READINa. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**Tfaat  the  Bill  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  SEXTON:  This  Bill,  as  I 
understand,  is  introduced  in  redemp- 
tion of  a  pledge  given  last  yecu*.  The 
Bent  C<munis8ioner8  who  nold  their 
office  in  virtue  of  the  Act  of  1881,  have 
a  siJary  of  £3,000  a  year,  and  the  Land 
Porehase  Commissioners,  who  derive 
tMr  tenuze  from  the  Act  of  1889  have 
«  mlory  of  £3,000  *a  year,  and  it  is  in 
orAsr  to  amend,  as  I  believe,  the  dis- 
pwMy  between  the  Mlaries  <rf  these 


two  classes  of  Commissioners,  whose 
functions  are  similar,  that  this  Bill  in 
introduced.  I  wish  to  ask  if  this  Bill 
will  really  equalise  the  salaries  of  these 
different  Commissioners? 
•Mr.  JACKSON :  In  reply  to  thc- 
hon.  Member  I  may  say  that  this  Bill 
is  introduced,  if  not  to  redeem  a  pledge, 
at  all  events  on  the  understanding  comc^ 
to  in  1891  that  when  the  duties  of  the- 
Fair  Bent  Commissioners  and  the  Land 
Purchase  Commissioners  became  the 
same,  and,  in  fact,  interchangeable, 
there  should  be  an  equality  in  the  pay. 
I  believe  it  is  the  object  of  the  Bill  to- 
carry  into  e£Eect  that  understanding, 
and  it  is  provided  that  each  class  of 
Commissioners  have  the  option  of  re- 
ceiving £3,000  a  year  without  apension  _ 
or  £2,600  a  year  with  a  pension.  Of 
course,  it  is  possible  to  equalise  matters- 
in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  rairing 
the  one  or  lowering  the  other.  We 
have  decided  on  the  former  method,, 
but  we  hope  to  effect  some  economy 
later  on,  because  when  a  vacancy  occurs 
the  number  of  the  Commissioners  will 
be  reduced  by  one,  and  in  that  way  we 
shall  practically  provide  the  money 
necessary  to  equalise  the  salaries. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday,  13th  June. 

ALKALI,  &c.  WORKS  BILL.-(No.  264.) 
SECOMO  BBADINO. 

Order  for  Second  BeacUng  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seconcF 
time." 

*SiB  ALBEBT  BOLLIT  (Islington, 
S.) :  I  wish  to  say  that  strong  objection 
is  entertained  by  the  London  and 
other  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  Uie 
trade  generally,  to  the  provisions 
this  Bill,  which  are  very  restrictive^ 
and  calculated,  it  is  thought,  to  unduly 
harass  the  carrying  on  of  business. 
I,  therefore,  express  that  opinion,  and  I 
hope  some  material  alterations  will  be 
made  in  the  Bill  in  Committee. 

The  ATTOBNBY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Webstbb,  IsIc  of  Wight)  r 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  add  certain 
other  works  to  those  specified  in  the- 
Schedule  of  the  AlkaU,  Sto.  Worka 
Begnlation  Act,  1881,  and  I  think  ixnr 
hon.  Friend  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
ie  desirable  that  at  least  some  of  the^ 
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^orkB  included  in  the  Schedule  should 
be  subject  to  certain  restrictions. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Thursday. 

CIVIL  BILL  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BILI^ 
(No.  m) 

SECOKD  BEADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  m  ade,  and  Question  proposed , 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University)  :  Perhaps  hon.  Members 
would  like  me  to  say  a  few  words  with 
r^ard  to  this  Bill.  I  may  say  that  it 
does  not  deal  with  all  the  questions  in 
the  Irish  County  Courts,  but  it  is  use- 
ful as  far  as  it  goes.  My  attention  was 
called  by  representatives  of  the  mer- 
cantile community  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  the  cuffioulW  and  delay 
which  arises  in  practically  undef^ded 
cases  in  obtaining  judgment  for  the 
recovery  of  small  debts.  This  difficulty 
is  of  two  kinds,  both  of  which  are 
attempted  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  BUI. 
The  first  difficulty  is  that  the  Courts 
are  not  continuously  sitting.  An 
attempt  is  made  to  meet  that  by  pro- 
viding machinery  by  which  a  decree  by 
defaiUt  may  be  entered  up  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  amount 
of  the  claim  ;  and,  secondly,  that  in 
practically  undefended  cases,  where  the 
plaintiff  lives  at  a  distance  he  may,  with 
the  process,  serve  a  notice  in  writing 
that  he  intends  to  rely  in  proof  of  his 
claim  upon  an  affidavit  made  by  him- 
self or  some  other  person  mentioned, 
and  call  upon  the  defendant  to  state 
whether  he  requires  the  personal 
attendance  of  the  plaintiff  or  of  a  witness 
on  his  behalf  at  the  hearing.  I  am 
awaze  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
mercantile  community  wish  to  have 
more  eztenuve  reforms  than  this  Bill 
provides  ;  but  my  object  has  been  to 
remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  principal 
existing  evils  without  making  the  Bill 
of  such  a  contentious  nature  as  might 
prevent  its  passing.  However,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  consider  in  Committee  any 
suffiestions  whi<^  may  be  offered  on 
b^alf  of  the  mercantile  commmiity 
and  others. 

Sir  Bichard  Webster 


Mb.  sexton  :  I  admit  the  difficulty 
of  the  subject  with  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  had  to  deal,  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  sufficient  reason 
for  opposing  the  Bill  in  its  present 
stage.  I  would  Uke,  however,  to  recall 
to  the  mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  interview  which  took  place 
between  himself  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Dublin  Mercantile  Assodation^ 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admitted  that  the  views  of  the 
mOTcantile  commmiity  deserved  the 
utmost  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  Now,  it  is 
obvious  that  unless  a  Bill  of  ^s  kind 
is  satisfactory'  to  that  community  it 
might  as  well  not  be  passed.  Since  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  introduced 
this  Bill  representatives  of  that  Associa- 
tion have  communicated  with  me,  and 
it  does  not  appear  from  their  com- 
munications  that  he  has  satisfied  them 
in  either  of  the  matters  to  which  he  has 
alluded.  They  complain  with  energy 
that  the  Bill'  still  leaves  them  in  a 

C'tion  vastly  inferior  to  those  who 
s  to  go  to  the  Courts  in  England  and 
Scotland.  Amongst  other  thmgs,  they 
ask  for  far  more  frequent  systematic 
sittings  of  the  Courts ;  and,  secondly 
for  the  issue  of  decrees  in  undefended 
cases  without  going  into  open  Court. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  only  pro- 
vides that  the  plaintiff  may  make  an 
affidavit,  whereas  they  ask  that  the 
defendant  shonld  be  allowed  to  do  so 
also.  I  believe  this  Bill  is  a  well- 
meaning  attempt  to  meet  the  difficulties 
urged  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Dublin  Mercantile  Association,  and|. 
therefore,  I  shall  not  oppose  it ;  but  I 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thathe  will  do  well,  before 
the  Bill  reaches  the  Committee  stage, 
to  confer  with  the  representatives 
that  Association,  as  uie  further  pro- 
gress of  the  BCeasore  may  depend  upon 
the  degree  of  oononrrrace  miich  may 
be  arrived  at. 

CoLONBi.  NOLAN:  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
is,  no  doubt,  well  acquainted  wiUi  the 
views  of  the  mercantile  community  of 
Dublin ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  look 
upon  this  Bill  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  suspicion.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  Bill  tnat  should  be  harried 
through  the  House  (rf  Gcunnums  behove 
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farmets  and  others  have  been  able 
to  express  their  opinion  aboat  it. 
A  complete  change  in  the  process  of 
the  law  might  be  very  injurious  to  a 
large  nnmb^  of  people,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Attorney  General  onght  to 
make  the  action  of  the  Bill  retrospec- 
tive. In  my  opinion  it  should  only 
apply  to  debts  incnrred  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act.  It  seems  to  me  that 
th^  Bill  as  it  stands  might  produce 
very  unpleasant  consequences,  and  I 
should  not  like  to  be  responsible  to  my 
constituents  for  its  provisions.  If  we 
were  going  to  take  the  Committee  stf^e 
in  about  a  month  there  would  be  time 
for  the  country  to  consider  it ;  but  that 
is  impossible,  and  I  sn^st  to  the 
Attorney  General  that  he  should  take 
out  the  retrospective  part  of  the  Bill. 

(4.33.)  Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) ;  It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill 
may  be  utilised  for  the  recovery  of  rent, 
and  if  that  is  so  it  is  certain  to  meet 
with  most  imcompromising  resistance. 
I  should  like  the  Attorney  General  to 
make  that  point  clear. 
*(4.34.)  Sib  AIiBERT  ROLLIT 
(Islington,  S.) :  This  question  was 
raised  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  in  Dublin.  It 
was  introduced  by  the  Dublin  Chamber, 
and  the  Bill  only  seeks  to  effect  an 
alteration  in  procedure.  It  gives  no 
additional  powers.  It  was  said  in 
Dublin  that  there  was  great  delay  in 
the  recovery  of  debts ;  that  the  sittings 
of  the  Courts  were  infrequent,  and 
they  have  not  the  same  processes  of 
recovery  as  we  have  in  England.  This 
Bill  is  intended  to  still  further  assimi- 
late the  law  in  England  and  Irdand. 
The  law  has  worked  very  well  in  Eng- 
hmd,  the  County  Court  process  being 
speedy,  cheap  (except  as  to  fees),  and 
effective,  and  it  is  thought  that  what 
has  been  beneficial  here  vrill  be  bene- 
ficial elsewhere. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday,  13th  June. 

MOTIONS. 


ADJOURNMENT  (WHITSUNTIDE 
RECESS). 

'  Motion  mode,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

VOL.  V.      •    [VOUBTH  BBBIES.] 


"  That  UiiB  House,  at  the  oonelndon  of  the 
Horning  Bitting  this  day,  do  adjonm  till 
Thursday,  the  9th  of  June."— (JKr.  A  J, 

BaZfour.') 

(4.37.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  vrill  take  any  steps 
to  give  us  more  information^  about 
Uganda  ?  The  Under  Seoret'ary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  other ' 
day  declared  that  he  expected 
despatches,  but  he  did  not  say  what 
ground  he  had  for  expecting  them,  and 
it  appears  to  be  veiy  diffioiut  to  get  in- 
formation. I  should  like  the  Govern- 
ment to  £pve  us  some  idea  of  the 
position.  How  do  they  know  that  any 
news  is  on  the  way  home  ?  Will  the 
Government,  when  this  House  meets 
on  Thursday  next,  be  able  to  give  us 
any  information  ?  At  present  the  state 
of  things  is  most  painful  and  distressing. 
We  have  got  one  side  of  the  story  front 
Continental  sources,  and  accorcung  to 
the  Continental  journals  this  appears  to 
be  a  most  disgraceful  affair.  It  appears 
as  if  the  natives  have  been  ur^ed  on  by 
one  side  to  massacre  the  Christians  on 
the  other.  That,  of  course,  is  only  the 
Continental  statement.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  have  no  information 
either  to  confirm  or  to  contradict 
that  statement.  I  think  we  ought 
to  know  what  instructions  Captain 
Lugard  and  his  officers  had.  One 
would  have  thought  that  Captain 
Lugard  would  have  been  most  anxious 
to  send  off  despatches  after  events  oC 
this  kind ;  and  it  is  most  painful'  that 
we  should  be  compelled  to  listen  to 
these  allegations  of  the  Continental 
Press  without  being  able  to  make  any 
reply  whatever.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  whatever  steps  are 
necessary  to  secure  information.  If 
special  messengers  are  necessary,  the 
country  would  not  grudge  the  expense, 
and  I  hope  the  Government  will  soon  be 
able  to  place  information  before  us. 

(4.42.)  Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR;  I 
quite  sympathise  with  the  feelings  of  the 
hon.  Member  as  to  the  absence  of  in- 
formation, and  I  agree  with  him  that 
it  is  very  embarrassing,  while  state- . 
ments  are  received  of  what  has  occurred . 
in  Uganda,  or  rather  of  what  is  alleged' 
to  have  occurred,  we  have  no  means  of 
checking  the  truth  of  these  statements. 
I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
way  in  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
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treated  this  matter — I  think  he  has 
dealt  with  the  subject  in  a  very  proper 
way.  He  has  attsiched  no  credence  to 
the  reports  received  through  the  Ger- 
man territory,  and  has  treated  them 
merely  as  mmoors  the  value  of  which 
we  are  unable  to  test  antU  we  have 
leo^ved  official  information  from 
Captfun  Imgard  and  those  with  him. 
But  I  must  point  out  that  we  have  no 
absolute  security  that  we  shall  receive 
any  information  at  an  early  date.  We 
cannot  invent  the  means  of  securing 
that  information,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  we  can  do  any- 
thing to  accelerate  the  arrival  of  the 
despatches.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  make  an  estimate  as  to  the 
arrival  of  the  information  which  we  all 
desire,  and  the  only  thing  we  can  do 
is  to  wait  for  it.  I  most  say  I  think 
the  curiosity  of  the  House  upon  this 
matter  is  perfectiy  natural ;  but,  un- 
fraiinnately,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to 
satisfy  it.  We  see  no  means  by  which 
the  information  sought  for  can  be  ob- 
tained ;  we  see  no  means  by  which  the 
advent  of  that  information  can  be 
hastened ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, I  can  only  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  do  what  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  do — wait  till  the  information 
ftmvos 

(4.440  Sib  WILLIAM  HAR- 
COTJBT  (Derby) ;  Nobody  will,  of 
course,  assume  that  a  case  has  been 
made  out  against  the  administra- 
tion of  the  East  Africa  Company  until 
we  have  heard  both  sides  of  the  question. 
But  what  must  have  occurred  to  every- 
body, quite  apart  from  the  main 
issue  on  which  we  want  information,  is 
that  you  have  a  Chartered  Company 
which  assumes  the  responsibility — anda 
very  great  responsibility  it  is — of  ad- 
ministering an  immense  territory.  What 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  of  a  company 
exercising  authority  of  tlut  description 
is  that  it  should  be  itself  informed,  and 
that  the  Government  should  be  in- 
formed of  what  is  being  done  under  its 
authority.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  first 
duties  of  a  company  which  assumes  the 
position  taken  up  by  this  company. 
They  have  put  a  certain  number  of 
armed  men  in  a  savage  country,  and 
they,  of  course,  are  responsible  for  what 
takes  place  under  the  authority  of  their 
agent.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfow 


House  some  months  ago  to  the  con* 
dition  of  things  in  Ugat^  as  desm-ibed 
in  Captain  Lugard's  first  Beport.  It 
showed  that  r^gious  feuds  were  in 
full  blast  at  that  time.  It  was  a  most 
alarming  report,  and  distinctly  suggested 
the  idea  that  Uganda  was  not  the  place 
where  the  company  ought  to  maintain, 
a  permanent  tmiei  settlement  in  East 
Afnca.  That  was  information  which 
the  company  possessed  more  tlyui 
twelve  months  ago,  and  that  knowledge- 
imposed  upon  them  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  themselves  well  informed  as  to 
what  was  going  on  in  those  territories. 
What  has  happened  there,  or  what  iti- 
said  to  have  happened,  is  exactly  that 
which  was  foreshadowed  in  the  early 
despatches  from  Captain  Lugard — a, 
sort  of  religions  civil  war.  Of  course 
we  have  no  accurate  knowledge,  but  it 
is  stated  that,  in  addition  to  Captain: 
Lugard  and  his  men,  there  are  a  lai'ge 
number  of  men  who  are  the  remnants- 
of  the  force  commanded  by  Emin  Pasha 
in  Equatoria  ;  and  I  need  not  say  that 
this  is  a  very  formidable  force  at 
Uganda.  What  has  been  the  conduct 
of  this  company?  I  do  not  attribute  to* 
them  any  evil  motive,  but  it  does  appear 
to  me  that  they  are  far  too  weak  for  the 
business  they  have  undertaken.  No 
doubt  there  is  a  certain  e^ense  attach- 
ing to  these  oaraTOns  and  convoys, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  brix^  intelB- 
gence  from  the  interior,  ana  which 
bring  intelligence,  as  we  understand*, 
through  the  German  sphere  of  influence^ 
I  asked  the  other  day  how  it  is  that 
intelligence  comes  apparently  so  easily 
tiirough  the  German  sphere,  and  not  at 
all  through  the  British  sphere.  I  do 
not  think  the  answer  I  got  from  the- 
Under  Secretary  was  at  all  satisfactory. 
He  said,  in  efiect,  "  You  will  get  more 
news  when  the  railway  is  made."  Are 
we  to  have  no  information  till  then  ?  la 
there  a  railway  in  the  German  sphere  ? 
Why  is  it  this  company  gets  no  intelli- 
^nce  for  nine  montiis  throu^ 
its  principal  agent?  It  is  curious 
to  note  that  in  the  papers  he 
presented  Captain  Lugard  gave  an 
estimate  of  the  time  and  cost  of  thesa 
caravans,  and  he  estimated  that  a 
caravan  could  be  sent  down  from 
Uganda  to  Mombasa  and  return  witliiik 
six  months.  We  have  beeng  avm 
months  without  a   ^spatch  bom 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


I 


578  Minmg 

Captain  Lngard.    Why  is  this?  Is 
it  because  the  company  are  not  disposed 
to  undertake  the  cost  of  communi- 
cation ?   It  might  have  been  supposed 
that,  as  no  caravan  arrived  from  Captain 
Lugard,  the  company  would  them- 
delves  have  sent  a  caravan  with  the 
object  of  securing  information.  Now 
tluit  the  survey  is  bdng  made  for  the 
railway  this  would  eurmy  be  aa  easy 
matter.   The  tribes  are  friendly,  and 
you  can  march  through  their  tenitory 
as  easily  as  you  can  go  though 
Scotland.    We  are  told  that  at  tMs 
moment  the   surveying  officers  are 
within  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  of  the  lake.    Where  is  the 
enormous  difficulty  in  getting  across  that 
one  hundred  or  one  hxmdr^  and  fifty 
miles?   Information  can  be  sent  from 
the  lake  throu^  the  German  sphere 
of  influenoe;  how  is  it  they  cannot 
manage  to  get  information  across  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  country 
and  send  it  through  the  British  sphere 
in    connection    with    the  Bailway 
Sm^ey?   The  responsibility  seems  to 
me  to  rest  on  the  Company.    I  do  not 
blame  the  Government  in  the  matter. 
They  had  a  right  to  assume — and  I 
suppose  they  did  assume — they  gave 
this    company   unlimited  authority 
over  this  vast  territory  that  they  had 
the  means  of  folfilling  the  oblations 
and  the  responsibilities  they  had  tf^en. 
Bo  long  as  they  leave  not  only  this 
country,  but  the  countries  in  Europe, 
in  ignorance  of  what  they  are  doing  in 
that  territory,  they  are  not  fuelling  the 
obligation  they  entered  into  when  they 
undertook  the  responsibility  of  the 
administration  of  this  territory.  They 
are  in  Uganda  with  the  British  name 
at  their  mercy.   If  they  have  done 
wrong  it  is  we  who  shall  be  held 
tesponsible  for  it,  and  the  Government 
which  gave  them  the  authority  will  be 
responsible  for  it.   I  think  therB  is  an 
entire  failure  to  keep  the  obligation  on 
their  part,  due  reidly,  I  believe,  to  that 
weakness  the  Company  have  shown 
throughout.   When  the  company  began 
to  operate  in  that  territory,  they  went 
as  traders,  to  open  up  trade  in  East 
Africa,  and  it  was  represented  that  the 
trade  was  to  be  of  enormous  advantage 
to  the  people  of  this  coxmtry.  What 
trade  have  they  done  ?   I  understand, 
on  good  authority,  they  have  done  no 
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trade  at  all;  that  they  have  not 
attempted  to  do  trade  of  any  desorip* 
tion  in  the  whole  of  this  great  district 
for  which  they  accepted  the  responsi- 
bility. The  conclusion  I  arrive  at  is 
that  this  company  is  not  in  a  position  to 
do  what  it  has  undertaken.  If  it  is  ta 
open  up  trade,  why  has  it  not  done  it  T 
Ii  it  is  to  administer  the  country,  why 
does  it  not  keep  the  Grovemment  in- 
formed  of  the  nature  of  the  administra- 
tion and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  con- 
ducting the  government  of  that  district 
under  the  authority  of  the  British 
Crown  ?  If  the  condition  of  things  is 
such  at  Uganda  that  within  nine  montha 
we  cannot  get  a  despatch,  it  is  totally 
diflferent  to  what  we  were  led  to  under- 
stand in  the  last  Debate.  We  were 
told  that  this  was  a  country  where  tli& 
British  emigrant  was  to  go  and  work 
and  thrive,  and  British  trade  was  to  b& 
abundantly  developed.  The  p^sent 
state  of  things  is  inconnstent  with  that, 
description.  Without  casting  any  blame 
on  the  Government,  I  think  it  is  quite 
right  that  we  should  hold  them  re- 
sponsible for  the  position  in  which  we 
now  find  ourselves,  in  which  we  are 
unable  to  answer  these  imputations — 
which  I  hope  to  be  unfounded — which 
are  cast  on  the  honour  of  tiie  British 
name. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

OENEBAL    POLICE     AND  IMPBOVEUENV 
(SOOTLAMD)       FBOVISIOKAL  OBDEB 

[INVEBNESS]  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  Bill  to- 
eonfirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  "The 
General  Piflice  and  InaproTement  (Scotland). 
Act,  1862,"  relating  to  the  Borgh  of  Inver- 
ness, ordered  to  be  brought  in  \if  Xbe  Lord 
Advocate  and  Ur.  Bolititor  General  for 
S  Gotland. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  193a  be 
suspended  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  the  first 
time. — (The  Lord  Advocate.') 

BUI  presented,  and  read  firsttinie.  [BiSm], 

UINXNG  BOABDS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  fllr  Boasfleld,  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  conatitotion  of  Mining  Boards, 
ordered  to  be  brought  In  by  Hr.  Bonsfie^ 
and  Mr.  John  Kelly. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  404^1 
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LOCAL  GOVERNltENT  (IBELAND)  ICABRIAOES  ABROAD  BILL  [Zonb]. 

PBOVISIOMAL  ORDERS  (Mo.  Z)  BILL.  (Na  361.) 

(No.  296.)  Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed.  fo,  Thursday  next. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 
(No.  34a) 
Bead  the  thii^  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (POOR  LAW)  BILL— (No.  342.) 

Bead  ike  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL-<No.  34a) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.~(No.  352.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  10)  BILL  — 
(No.  375.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOm  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL.— <No.  388.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PI^  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL— (Na  369.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND   (No.  2)  BILL 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Thursday  next. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL— (No.  377.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  REMUNERA- 
TION) BiLL-(No.  aia) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [Slst  March], 
*'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
tune." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Thursday  next. 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
(No.  351.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
ior  Thursday  next. 


ISLE  OF    MAN    (CUBTOHS)  BILU 

(Na3e3.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported,  without  Amendment;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILU— ^a38&) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 

for  Thursday  next. 

DRAINAGE   AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND    (IRELAND)    (Na    2)  BILU 

(No.  292). 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 
(No.  350.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday  next. 

RAILWAY    SERVANTS    (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Beport  from  the  Select  Ommittee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  aa 
Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Beport  to  lie  ^ton  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  246.] 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IBBLAND)  [OBAKT], 

CoDBidered  in  Ctunmittee. 

;(Iti  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  luthoriM 
the  pajment,  cot  of  moneys  to  be  provided  1^ 
Parliuaent,  of  aa  Annou  Grant  in  aid  oc 
Education  io  Blementan  Sebotds,  under  the 
proviskMis  of  anj  Aet  of  the  pmenk  Beeiioa 
to  improve  National  Edneation  in  Ireland.— 
(itfr.  Jadcsotuy 

Resolation  to  be  raportad  upon  Thimd^ 
next 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  (^estion,  "  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Mr, 
A,  J.  Bal/our,) — ^pnt,  and  agreed  to. 

HooM  adjonmed  at  Ave  uilnnlea 
before  FiTe  o'oloek  tOI 
Thnndi^  9lh  Job*. 
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HOUSE   OP  COMMONS, 
Tkwaday^  9^  Juw,  1892, 


QOBSTI0N8. 


THE  DISTUKBANGBB  IN  UOA24BA. 

OoLONBti  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretory  of  State 
for  Foreign  AfEairs  if  Captains  Williams 
and  Lngard  hold  regular  oommissions 
from  the  East  Africa  Company,  and  if 
these  are  military  commissions ;  if  such 
commissions  have  been  published  in  any 
Gazette ;  if  the  East  Africa  Company 
has  the  power  of  conferring  commisstons 
and  do  such  commissionB  confer  the 
power  of  levying  war ;  imd  if  Captains 
Lugard  and  WilUaixis  have  infrin^d  on 
the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  other 
European  Powers,  is  the  Foreign 
Office  responsible  ? 
■^The  under  secretary  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  :  Inquiry  has  been  made  as  to 
the  position  of  these  officers  from  the 
British  East  A&ica  Company.  They 
have  replied  as  follows :— Captains 
Williams  and  Lugard  do  not  hold 
regular  conunissions  from  the  East 
AMca  Company,  but  are  fulfilling  the 
terms  of  a  Treaty  concluded  by  the 
Company  with  Mwanga  on  the  26th 
December,  1890.  In  December,  1889, 
Captain  Lugard  proceeded  to  East 
Africa  for  a  holiday  trip,  and  whilst 
there  tbe  administrator  ascertained 
that  he  would  be  willing,  if  permitted 
by  the  War  Office,  to  serve  the  Com- 
pany for  a  time.  N^tiations  were 
themfore  opened  in  London  with  the 
Gorajnaader-in-Ghief,  resulting  in  the 
1<HU  of  Gaptun  Lngard  for  one  year 
from  the  end  of  January,  1890,  ai^  this 
has  since  been  indefinitely  extended. 
These  preliminaries  being  settled. 
Captain  Lugard  was  deputed  to  proceed 
to  Machakos  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
the  best  road  to  the  Victoria  Nyanza. 
Owing,  however,  to  a  change  of  plan 
•iKHisequent  upon  the  Anglo-German 
Agreement,  Captain  Lngard,  whilst 
"wiatting  at  Da^treti,  reaeived  instruc- 
dri<mB  on  the  19th  October  to  proceed 

VOL.  y.     [todbth  snns.] 


without  delay  to  Uganda  to  conclude  a 
Treaty  with  Mwanga.  He  wAs  informed 
that  the  district  bad,  under  the  above- 
noted  Agreement,  passed  under  the 
control  of  the  Company,  fuid  it  was  im- 
pressed upon  him  that  the  then  ezirting 
religious  dissensions  must  cease,  atia 
that  full  religious  liberty  to  all  denomi- 
natims  must  be  gnuited,  every  effort 
beiiu;  made  to  imfortialh'recoQcile  the 
conmcting  interests.  These  instme- 
tions  were  fulfilled,  and  a  Treaty,  a  copy 
of  whic^  is  to  be  found  in  the  recent 
Blue  Book,  entered  into  between  the 
Company  and  Mwanga  on  the  26th 
December,  1890.  A  reference  to  this 
document  will  show  that  the  adminis- 
trative power  vested  in  the  Company's 
representatives  is  clearly  defined,  and 
it  is  under  this  Treaty  that  Cajptain 
Lugard  and  his  staff  are  acting,  assisted . 
by  Captain  Williams,  whose  services 
have  also  been  lent  by  the  War  Office. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  answered  the 
last  two  paragraphs  of  my  question — 
namely,  whether  the  Company  has  the 
power  of  conferring  commissions ;  whe- 
ther such  commissions  confer  the 
power  of  levying  war  ;  and  if  Captaius 
Lugard  and  Williams  have  infringed 
on  the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  other 
Powers,  IS  the  Foreign  Office  respon- 
sible? 

«Mb.  LOWTHER:  I  have  told  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  exactly 
the  circumstances  under  which  Captain 

Lugard  was  appointed  

Colonel  NOLAN :  Yes ;  but  has 
the  Company  the  power  of  granting 
commissions  carrying  with  them  the 
right  to  levy  war? 

•Mb.  LOWTHBR:  I  have  told  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  eir- 
cumstanoes  under  which  Gsjitain 
Lugard  was  appointed,  and  I  oannot 
tell  him  anything  more.  He  may  =fonn 
his  own  condlnsions  fronn  the  faobs.  As 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  question,  of  course 
I  am  unable  to  say  whether  the  rights 
(A  the  subjects  of  other  Powers  have 
been  infrin^d,  for  up  to  the  present  I 
am  not  aware  what  action  Captains 
Lugard  and  Wtlliuns  may  have  tiUun 
in  the  matter. 

CobOHBL  NOLAN  :  I  think  I  sbaH 
have  to  put  a  question  to  ^  Attomsy 
Oeneralas  to  toaxespoosibilitiesoftUt 
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eountry  in  such  a  matter,  but  I  appre- 
hend l»  will  not  be  prepared  to  answer 
snoh  a  question  now. 

G014ONEL  NOLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
has  the  War  Office  at  present  any  con- 
trol over  Captains  Lugard  and  Williams 
beyond  that  of  being  able  to  cancel 
their  leave  ;  or  is  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  in  any  way  responsible  for  the 
public  or  official  acts  of  these  gentle- 
men in  relation  to  Africans  or  to  the 
subjeots  oi  other  European  Powers  ? 

The  financial  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Brodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  These  officers  having 
been  seconded  for  service  under  the 
British  East  Africa  Company,  neither 

:the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief has  control  over  them*  nor 

■can  either  accept  responsibility  for 
their  proceedings. 

EMPLOYEES  IN  BOYAL  PARES. 

81B  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Wor- 
cester, Evesham) :  I  beg  to  ask  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice,  and 
that  is  whether  he  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  complaints  of  the  men 
on  the  establishment  at  the  Boyal 
Gardens  at  Kew  and  at  other  Royal 
Parks? 

•The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER 
OP  WORKS  (Mr.  Plunkkt,  Dublin 
University) :  I  am  aware  of  the  great 
interest  f»ken  hy  my  hon.  Friend  in 

'  this  question,  and,  as  the  House  knows* 
on  more  than  one  occasion  during  the 
present  Session  my  hon.  Friend  has 
endeavoured  to  press  it  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House.  I  have  since 
oonferred  with  my  hon.  Friend  on  the 
subject ;  and  while  I  am  not  prepu*ed 
to  admit  that  the  alleged  grievances  of 
the  staff  employed  at  Kew  are  really  so 

'  Bubstsntialuidwell-groundedasmyhon. 

■  Friend  thinks  they  are,  stilt,  as  I  know 
that  a  ^jood  deal  of  feding  exists  on 
the  subject  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kew,  and,  to  some  extent,  among  the 
employees  there,  and  as  I  am  desirous, 
if  I  can,  to  set  at  rest  such  discon- 
tent or  uncertainty  as  may  exist,  I 
think  on  the  whole  that  the  best 
plan  will  be  to  appoint  a  small  Depart- 

Colon^  Nolan 
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mental  Committee  to  investigate  these 
questions.  The  appointment  of  such 
a  Committee  is,  I  believe,  what  the 

employees  at  Kew  desire,  and  it  ia 
not  objected  to  by  the  Director  of  tha 
Gardens.  The  case  of  the  stafife  em- 
ployed in  the  other  Royal  Parks  in  the 
Metropolis  will  also  he  submitted  to 
tbis  Committee. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEEMAN 
(Stirling,  &c.) :  Does  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  put  on  the  Committee  both  tho 
candidates  for  the  representation  of 
the  Ejngstcm  Division? 

*Mr.  PLUNKET:  I  have  not  th» 
least  intention  of  doing  so ;  but  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  desirous  of 
serving  on  this  Committee,  which  will 
conduct  its  investigations  while  the 
General  Election  is  in  progress,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  nominate  him. 

Mb.  DIXON-HAETLAND  (Mid- 
dlesex, Uxbndge) :  Will  the  case  of 
the  employees  at  Hampton  Court  be 
included  in  the  inquiry  ? 

•Mb.  PLUNKET:  Yes. 

FACTORY  INSPECTION. 

Mb.  FENWICK  (Northumberland. 
Wansbeck) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Home  Secretary  say  when  the 
appointment  of  the  additional  Inspector 
for  the  textile  trades,  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bury  (Sir  Henry  James)  in  a  speech  a 
few  days  ago,  is  likely  to  be  made  ? 

*Thk  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  nave 
decided  that,  in  order  that  the  various 
trades  may  have  full  advantage  of  the 
Act  of  last  Session,  it  is  desirable  that 
an  additional  Inspector  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  textile  trades,  with 
special  functions  dealing  with  technitaJ 
matters.  The  arrangements  are  nearly 
completed,  and  the  appointment  will,  I 
hope,  be  made  in  a  few  days. 

Mb.  FENWICK:  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  as  to  whether  there  can  be  found 
a  workman  in  the  trade  possessing  the 
necessary  qualifications  and  fitness  for 
such  an  appointment ;  and,  if  so,  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  into 
favourable  consideration  the  claim  of 
such  a  man  to  the  position  of  In- 
speetor? 
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«Mb.  If ATTHEWS  :  I  have  endea- 
voored  to  find  a  fally-qnalified  person 
experienoed  in  the  practical  work  of 
the  trade  for  this  appoiniment. 

Mb.  summers  (Huddersfield)  : 
Will  the  appointment  be  for  a  particular 
district,  or  for  the  trade  generally? 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  For  the  whole 
country. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  Will  there  be  an  increase  in 
the  Btaff  of  assistant  Inspectors  ? 
«Mb.  MATTHEWS :  The  question  of 
an  increase  in  assistant  Inspectors  is 
now  under  consideration,  together 
with  the  question  of  re-casting  the 
districts. 

Mb.  OCTAVIUS  MORGAN  (Batter- 
sea)  :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
state  if  it  is  his  intention  to  appoint  a 
female  Inspector  as  to  which  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  him  a  few  days 
ago? 

*Mk.  MATTHEWS :  This  subject  is 
also  included  in  matters  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  Chief  Inspector  for 
information  upon  facts,  and  I  have  not 
yet  had  the  Report  I  expect.  There 
will,  I  anticipate,  be  some  difficulty  in 
finding  a  district  for  the  adequate  em- 
ployment of  a  female  Inspector  where 
women  are  largely  employed. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.) :  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  it 
contemplated  that  this  special  Inspector 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  textile  fac- 
tories in  Scotland  and  Ireland  as  well 
as  England? 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green. 
N.E.) :  Will  the  rule  as  to  age  and  the 
other  qualifications  appl^  in  the 
appointment  of  this  additional  In- 
spector ? 

-Mb.  MATTHEWS:  It  is  a  Uttie 
difficult  to  answer  these  questions  in 
detail  with  reference  to  a  matter  still 
under  oouEdderation.  What  I  have  in 
view  is  not  the  uipointment  of  an  ordi- 
nary Inspector,  hat  of  a  special  agent ; 
and  the  rules  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  ordinary  Inspector  would 
not  apply  in  this  case.  As  to  what 
has  been  asked  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Sinclair),  I  may 
say  that  I  have  not  yet  decided  whether 
the  gentleman  to  be  appointed  will 
have  time  or  will  be  able  to.  visit 
the  factories  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in 
En^nd.   No  grievances,  so  far  as  I 


am  aware,  have  been  reported  from 
Scotland,  but  I  will  certainly  endea- 
vo^ir  to  meet  any  that  may  lie  shown 

to  exist. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE, 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  now  state  the 
intention  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  Orders  standing  N(».  4  and  5 
for  Monday — the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  and  the  Irish  Education 
BiU? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  Irish  Local  Government  Bill 
will  not  be  taken  on  Monday ;  but  as  to 
the  Irish  Education  Bill,  I  desire  to 
consult  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  before  I  make  a  definite 
statement.  I  do  not  propose  to  pat  it 
as  first  Order  on  Monday.  I  then 
propose  to  a^  the  House  to  take  the 
remaining  stage  of  the  Scotch  Equiva- 
lent Grant,  and  to  proceed  with 
the  Scotch  Burgh  and  Police  Bill.  It 
will,  perhaps,  be  more  convenient  to  the 
hon.  Memner  and  his  friends  if  I  set 
down  the  Irish  Education  BiU  as  first 
Order  for  a  later  day? 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  propose  to  apply  to  that 
^11  the  Resolution  which  is  down  in 
his  name  to  be  moved  to-day?  The 
Bill,  if  it  is  proceeded  with  in  the  form 
in  which  it  is  now  before  the  House, 
will  have  to  be  oarefolly  and  fully 
debated  on  matters  of  principle  raised 
by  many  important  details,  and  I  do 
not  thii^  it  will  be  reasonable  to  insist 
upon  proceeding  with  such  a  Debate 
when  there  are  only  a  few  Members 
present  after  midnight. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  Certainly  the 
Bill  is  proposed  to  be  included  m  the 
operation  of  the  proposal  I  shall  pre- 
sently have  to  make  to  the  House,  but 
I  may  say  it  is  not  intended  to  ask  the 
House  for  any  very  prolonged  Sitting, 
nor  do  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  In 
regard  to  any  of  the  Government 
measures. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  think  it  was  rather 
expected  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  making  his  Motion  for  taking  the 
whole  time  of  the  House  for  Govern- 
ment Business,  would  tell  us  what  axe 
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the  measures  the  Government  intend 
to  proceed  with,  and  what  they  propose 
to  abandon.  Further,  I  think  we  should 
have  an  assurance  that  all  private 
Members'  Bills  will  be  discontinued 
and  will  not  have  any  advanta^  from 
the  suspension  of  the  Twdve  o'clock 
Bnle. 

Mb.  BALFOtJB:  It  woi^  not 
be  right,  I  think,  that  under  cover  of  this 
Motion  additional  facilities  should  be 
given  for  private  Members'  Bills,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  rather 
hard  that  ft  private  Member  having  in 
charge  an  unopposed  Bill — a  Bill  to 
which  there  is  general  assent — should 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  on  that  Bill,  wnioh  he  would 
have  if  such  a  Motion  were  not  passed. 
I  draw  a  diatinction  between  o^|>osed 
and  an<ui^»sed  Bills,  and  will  give  an 
undertaung  that,  so  far  as  the  Govem- 
meat  are  concerned,  we  shall  not  allow 
opposed  Private  Bills  to  be  taken  after 
twelve  o'clock.  It  would  be  hard  to 
mete  out  the  same  measure  to  Bills 
which  are  not  opposed. 

Mb.  MOBLEY:  Then  those  Bills 
should  be  annotmced. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  But  if  the  question  is 
rused  as  to  whioh  are  the  unopposed 
BUls  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  answer 
it,  because  it  may  be  that  Members 
who  have  objections  to  urge  may  hot 
be  here.  Wnen  the  Gktvemment  take 
the  time  of  the  House  for  their  Bills, 
I  have  always  understood  it  is  usual 
for  the  Government  to  move  the 
adjournment  after  their  business  is 
disposed  of.  If  the  Government  are 
satisfied  that  there  are  Bills  introduced 
by  private  Members  which  are  of  such 
importance  that  they  should  pass  these 
remaining  stages,  and  that  they  will 
do  so  without  opposition,  then  the 
Government  B»y  adopt  tiieee  Bills, 
marking  them  with  the  star;  but  if  they 
are  left  open  for  opposition  to  be 
expressed,  then  we  sim^dy  leave  open 
the  door  for  the  difficulty  we  wish  to 
avoid. 

Sm  ALBEBT  BOLLIT  (Islington, 
8.) :  May  I  sa^  a  word  in  reference  to 
the  Bills  introduced  by  private 
Members  ?  Some  of  these  are  entitled 
to  more  consideration  than  others,  and 
I  would  suggest  that  those  Bills  which 
iiftVB  arriveoat  the  stage  of  progress  in 
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Committee  might  be  allowed  to  pass. 
I  may  illustrate  what  I  mean  by 
refereuce  to  a  Bill  to  which  I  hcqpe 
some  regard  will  be  had  

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 
There  is  no  Question  before  the  House. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland):  The  Access  to  Moun- 
tains Bill  is  set  down  for  Monday,  but 
it  will  be  for  the  convenience  of  Scotch 
Members  if  it  is  not  taken  until  Tues- 
day or  Thursday. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  will  put  it 
down  for  Thursday.  As  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Albert 
RolUt),  that  we  should  regard  as  unop- 
posed those  Bills  which  have  passed 
their  Second  Beading — such,  I  think, 
was  his  suggestion?  

Sib  ALBERT  BOLLIT:  And  are 
still  unopposed. 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  It  is  an  imprac- 
ticable suggestion,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
include  the  Wednesday  BiUs.  But  I 
think  it  is  well  worthy  of  consideration 
whether,  when  Bills  are  really  desired 
by  the  House,  that  they  should  be 
added  to  the  Government  list,  and 
then  we  could  carry  out  the  proposal 
that  progress  with  other  Bills  should 
be  opposed  by  the  Government  after 
twelve  o'clock. 

MOTIOtt. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (GOVERK. 
MENT  BUSINESS). 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed* 
"That,  for  th«  remainder  ot  the  SeuUni, 
OovemmeDt  BoiinsM  do  h»Te  priority  eTen 
day,  may  be  entered  apon  at  any  hour  tboum 
oppoied,  and  be  not  interrupted  under  we 
provisions  of  any  Standing  Order  nwalatiag 
tbe  Sittings  of  tM  Botue,  except  on  Wadnei 
day ;  that  the  iHroiisioni  of  Standing  Ordar 
66  be  extended  to  the  other  daya  of  the  week ; 
and  that,  unlees  tbe  Bonie  othanriae  order, 
the  House  do  meet  on  Toeaday  and  Friday  at 
Three  of  the  oloelL'^Cifr.  A.  J.  Bai/owr^ 

(3.49.)  Mb.  JOHN  MOBLEY :  I  do 
not  at  all  wish  to  object  to  the  Motion 
or  to  press  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
the  moment,  but  I  suppose  we  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  not  later  than 
Monday  the  right  hon.  Gentlemui  will 
be  prepared  to  make  a  statement  as  to 
the  course  of  business — what  BUls  tbe 
Government  intend  to  persevere  with  ? 

Mb.  BAI^U It :  That  is  to. 
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Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottmgham, 
Bashdiffe) :  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
oppose  the  Motion ;  but  I  think  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  will  be  the  first  to 
admit  that,  while  it  is  neoessary  to 
take  all  the  time  of  the  House  in  the 
way  indicated  to  secure  that  which  we 
all  desire — a  speedy  end  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  f^Iiameni — it  will 
also  be  necessary  to  clear  the  Order 
Book  from  some  of  the  Bills  which  now 
stand  upon  it.  On  the  Orders  of  the 
Day  there  are  no  less  than  twenty- 
two  Government  Bills,  three  of  which 
have  passed  through  Committee,  eight 
are  in  that  stage,  and  eleven  stand  for 
Second  Reading.  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  these 
eleven  Bills  which  have  to  pass  a 
Second  Reading  raise  some  very 
debatable  points,  which,  undoubtedly, 
demand  considerable  discussion,  and  I 
pat  it  to  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  thaA 
it  is  very  desirable  he  should  without 
delay — if  pot  to-night,  then  on  Monday — 
inform  the  House  distinctly  which  of 
these  Bills  the  Government  mean  to 
proceed  with,  and  which  they  intend 
to  drop.  There  is  also  the  Bill  in 
reference  to  which  we  passed  a  Resolu- 
tion just  now — ^the  Telegraphs  Bill. 
When  that  Bill  was  brought  forward 
I  ventured  to  say  it  raised  extremely 
important  questions  in  r^^rd  to  the 
tele^ph  system  ;  and  although  the 
Government  propose  to  refer  that  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee,  that  Committee 
is  not  yet  nominated,  and  cannot  sit 
for  some  days,  and  matters  will  come 
before  it  that  will  undoubtedly  demand 
very  careful  consideration,  especially  as 
the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  with- 
out any  debate.  There  are  other  Bills 
to  which  the  same  remarks  apply.  We 
are  to  have  a  statement  on  Monday, 
and  I  do  not  press  the  question  now, 
bat  I  would  somest  to  the  Government 
that  tbey  shot^  clear  the  Order  Book 
of  some  of  the  Bills  which  have  not 
attained  the  stage  of  Second  Beading. 

(3.52.)  Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT : 
There  is  one  Bill  in  favour  of  whioh  I 
hope  an  exception  will  be  made  because 
of  its  exceptional  character — the  Tech- 
nical and  Industrial  Institutions  Bill. 
The  Bill  has  oome  down  from  the  other 
House,  and  now  stands  for  Second 
Beading.  It  hM  for  its  object  facili- 
tating the  acquisition   of  sites  for 


technical  and  industrial  schools,  and  is 
of  special  interest  to  my  oonstitueno^. 
The  result  of  the  Bill  not  passing  will 
be  that  the  estabUshment  of  the 
Clerkenwell  Polytechnic  will  be  delayed 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  probably  a 
valuable  and  eligible  site  wiU  be  lost. 
This  has  been  offered  by  Lord  North- 
ampton, but  owing  to  want  of  power 
un^  settlements  the  transfer  eannot 
be  carried  oat.  The  Bill  comes  to  as 
from  another  place  with  the  high 
authority  of  Lord  Macnaghten,  and  I 
trust  the  House  will  allow  it  to  pass 
through  its  stages  this  Session. 

^3.63.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester): 
I  tnink  the  Government  may  be  fairly 
expected  to  give  an  indication  of  the 
Bills  they  intend  to  proceed  with.  It 
is  quite  obvioos  they  cannot  pass 
all  these  measures  unless  the 
House  sits  until  Christmas.  I  will 
not  take  upon  myself  to  say  whiidi 
measures  sboold  be  taken,  but  I  think 
we  may  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentteman 
to  say  that  measures  which  are  met  with 
genuine  and  earnest  opposition  shall 
not  be  pushed.  I  suppose  we  shall  all 
agree  that  we  ought  to  carry  through 
these  stE^es  those  Bills  which  are 
esteemed  as  of  national  importance ; 
but  there  are  some  Bills  of  which  this 
cannot  be  said,  as  for  instance  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  think  it  his  duty  to  press  this  Bill 
after  midnight ;  the  exemption  of  the 
rule  should  not  be  applied  to  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.  Again,  the  Industrial 
Schools  Bill  and  the  Reformatory 
Schools  Bill  are  not  yet  printed,  and  I 
presume  it  is  not  intended  to  move  the 
Second  Beading  until  we  can  see  the 
Bills  in  print.  I  think  it  is  generally 
understood  that  we  accept  this  Motion 
only  as  applying  to  Bills  of  urgent 
importance,  and  as  to  which  there  is 
general  agreement. 

(3.55.)  Mr.  SEXTON  :  With  this 
Motion  before  as  I  think  the  time  has 
come  when  we  should  have  a  definite 
understanding  upon  the  important 
Irish  Bills.  The  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  had  a  position  of  importance 
in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  I  think,  fmr 
the  convenience  of  Members  who  have 
to  travel  a  long  distance  to  attend  the 
House,  there  would  now  be  a  formal 
statement  of  that  whioh  >s  pretty  wtXi 
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understood — that  this  Bill  will  not  be 
proceeded  with.  As  to  the  proposal  to 
take  Gorenunent  Bnaness  at  aoy  honr, 
all  I  have  to  say  is  that  I  have  no 
desire  to  put  any  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  winding  up  the  business  of  the 
Session,  and  I  should  be  willing  even 
that  Irish  Supply  should  be  taken  at 
any  reasonable  hour  after  midnight. 
As  to  the  Irish  Education  Bill,  as  I 
have  already  conveyed,  unless  it  is 
made  matter  of  arrangement  and 
general  oonsent,  it  will  have  to  be 
regarded  as  an  exceptionally  con- 
tentions measure  and  be  subjected  to 
debate ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  such 
a  debate  should  be  relegated  to  after 
midnight  with  the  presence  of  only 
a  very  few  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  with  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  on 
the  other  side.  The  Debate  should 
not  be  continued  beyond  midnight,  or 
such  a  time  subsequent  as  may  appear 
reasonable  to  Members  taking  an  in- 
terest in  the  subject.  As  I  understood 
just  now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
disposed  to  accept  this  view.  I  do  not 
Tprem  the  matter  further. 

(3.57.)  Mb.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  do  not  propose  to  offer 
opposition  to  this  Motion,  because  I 
luderstand  there  is  a  desire  to  wind 
up  our  proceedings  here  and  get  to 
work  elsewhere.  But  I  would  suggest 
that  to  meet  the  object  we  have  in 
view  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
meet  at  two  o'clock  every  day,  uid  then 
-we  might,  by  an  hour,  shorten  our  pro- 
<ceedingsafta*twelveo'clock;  certainly  I 
should  prefer  such  an  arrangement.  I 
now  only  desire  to  express  regret  that 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Session 
should  have  been  wasted  by  the  Go- 
veniment  upon  Bills  which  apparently 
they  had  no  intention  of  passing,  and 
which  were  possibly — I  may  say 
probably  —  electioneering  Bills.  I 
think  we  have  just  cause  to  complain 
of  this,  seeing  that  it  will  necessitate 
our  scampering  through  all  the  ques- 
tions having  relation  to  national  ex- 
penditure, as  now,  I  suppose,  we  shall 
nave  to  do.  However,  I  share  the 
general  desire  to  have  matters  brought 
to  a  conclusion  in  view  of  the  General 
£1  ection ;  but  I  think  we  should  have 
a  clear  understanding  that  the  Bills  of 
private  Members  will  not  be  allowed  to 
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be  pushed  throng  in  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning,  and  with  only  a  few 
Members  present.  I  hope  we  may  be 
able  at  least  to  consider  some  matters  in 
connection  with  Supply,  because  there 
are  some  few  matters  which  even  now 
want  consideration.  But,  generally 
speaking,  I  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to 
assist  the  Government  in  getting  the 
business  done,  so  that  the  pe(^le  of 
this  country  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  oinnion  with  r^ora 
to  the  Government. 

Mb.  BALFOUB  :  The  hon.  GenUe- 
man,  I  think,  cannot  have  been  in  the 
House  a  few  moments  ago,  when  I 
made  some  remarks  with  regard  to 
questions  relating  to  private  Members. 
With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  said, 
I  regret  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  cannot  be 
in  his  place  to-day ;  and  in  his  absence 
I  am  unwilling  to  make  any  specific 
pledge  with  regard  to  the  Irish  Educa- 
tion Bill,  to  which  special  reference  baa 
been  made.  At  the  same  time,  I  may 
repeat  my  own  opinion  that  the  object 
of  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock 
Bnle  is  not  to  unduly  prolong  the 
Sittings  of  the  House,  bat  to  avoid  the 
arbitrary  suspension  of  business  at  that 
particular  moment.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  good  enough  to  wait 
for  a  final  reply  on  this  matter  till  I 
make  a  general  statement  on  Monday 
with  regard  to  aU  the  Bills  which  the 
Government  hope  to  be  able  to  proceed 
with. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  state  now  whether  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Bill  will  or  will  not 
be  proceeded  with  this  Session  ? 

Mb.  BALFOXJB  ;  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  aware,  there  is  great  opposition 
to  this  Bill,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances I  do  not  see  any  probability  of 
its  being  carried  through  during  the 
present  Session. 

Mb.  PICTON  :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  if  Orders  13,  14,  and 
18  will  be  taken  to-night  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  I  know  nothing 
about  13  and  U.  With  regard  to  18, 
it  shall  not  be  token  to-night  after 
twelve  o'clock. 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  tor  the  renuintter  of  the  Sw- 
men  OoTenunent  Baiiiieas  do  fa»ve  priori^ 
evwcy  daj,  nuy  be  entered  upon  at  any  hour 
thoogh  oppoeed,  and  be  not  iaterrapted  under 
4he  i«OTuioni  of  any  Standing  Order  rego- 
latiag  the  Sittinge  of  the  Hmim  ezee|it  on 
WeOHeday.  That  the  proriiiwu  of  Standing 
Order  66  m  extended  to  the  other  days  of  the 
meek ;  and  that,  onleM  the  Home  otherwise 
«rder,  the  House  do  meet  on  Ttusdaj  and 
Kridaj  at  Three  of  the  doek^CJfr.  Baifmr,) 

OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAY, 


SUPPLY— NAVY  B8TIMATES,  189&3. 

'Considered  in  Committee. 

(Xn  the  Committee.) 

1.  £1,215,700,  Viotnalling  and  Cloth- 
ing for  the  Navy. 

3.  £125.000,  Medical  Estabtishments 

and  Services. 

3.  £11.400,  Martial  Law,  &c. 

4.  £75,800,  Educational  Services. 
.5.  £60,000,  Scientific  Services. 

6.  £159,000,  Boyal  Naval  Reserves. 

-(4.6.)  Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex, 
Eastbourne^ :  One  word  upon  this 
Vote.  I  wish  to  make  another  appeal 
to  the  First  Ijord  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
to  ask  him  to  give  me  an  assurance 
with  r^ard  to  a  question  of  very  great 
importance,  which  I  alluded  to  in  the 
•discussion  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
take  part  in  earUer  in  the  Session — the 

Juestion  of  the  p^sonnel  of  the  Service, 
wish  to  emphasise  the  remarks  wjiich 
I  then  made,  and  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to 
the  subject.  With  regard  to  the  effi- 
■eient  seamen  service  of  the  Fleet  at  the 
present  time,  there  is  a  great  waste, 
and  there  is  no  efifort  made  by  the 
Admiralty  to  pevent  that  waste.  When 
the  period  of  service  of  ten  years  or 
twelve  years  has  expired  the  men  are 
allowed  by  the  regulations  to  re-engage 
for  a  farther  pericnL  They  are  allowed 
twelve  months,  during  which  time  they 
may  exercise  the  option  of  re-engaging 
or  not  re-engaging.  But  a  great  many 
of  them  are  lost  to  the  Service  and 
disiqipear.  It  is  with  respect  to  this 
latter  that  I  wish  to  press  the  First 
l4ord  of  the  Admiralty  to  give  us 
some  assttrance.     I   ao  not  want 


in  any  way  to  harass  or  em- 
barrass him  at  all,  but  simply  to  ask 
him  to  give  us  a  pledge  that  tlus  matter 
will  be  considered  as  it  ought  to  be. 
considered.  Naval  men  feel  very 
strongly  that  this  waste  ought  not  to 
go  on ;  and  it  would  be  easy  to  prevent 
it  by  granting  these  men  absolute 
liberty  of  action  and  holding  oat  some 
inducement  to  them  to  remain  in  the 
Sorvioe.  I  asked  the  Furst  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  to  give  us  a  Betum  of 
the  men  who  bad  disappeared  last  year, 
but  I  could  not  get  that  Betum,  and 
I  am  obliged  to  make  a  rough  estimate. 
Roughly  speaking,  I  think  we  may  take 
the  waste  of  men  at  one  thousand  a 
year.  Why  should  these  thousand  men 
be  wasted — these  men  who  have  cost 
the  country  so  much  on  their  traaningt. 
who  are  a  m<Mt  valuable  body  of  men, 
who  are  ably  trained,  and  who  are  good 
seamen  and  good  gunners?  If  a 
suitable  inducement  were  held  out  to 
these  men  I  am  sure  they  would  join 
the  Fleet  Reserve  of  a  superior  class. 
When  these  men  leave  the  Service  they 
take  engagements  in  civil  employments ; 
many  of  them  take  engagements  in  the 
Fire  Brig^e  of  London  and  other  large 
towns.  As  I  say,  they  are  a  most 
Wuable  body  of  men,  and  wh^  should 
not  some  ^fort  be  made  to  retam  them? 
If  I  mightventure  to  make  a  suggjMtion 
it  would  be  that  at  the  expiration  of 
the  period  of  service,  say  of  twelve 
years,  they  should  be  able  to  re- 
engage, or  that  they  should  under- 
take to  serve  so  many  years  in  tlie 
First  Class  Naval  Reserve.  That 
could  be  made  a  binding  engagement ; 
and  thus  these  men  might  be  tempted 
to  join  the  Naval  Reserve  by  offering 
them  either  diort  service  pensions  or 
some  other  inducement.  All  I  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  do  now 
is  to  consider  this  whole  question  in  all 
its  bearing.  I  know  that  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  done 
much  with  his  colleagues  to  bring 
the  Navy  ilself  to  such  a  state  of 
perfection  as  to  meet  all  the  demands 
that  may  be  made  upon  it.  I  know  he 
is  aware  that  naval  men  are  not  satis* 
fied  that  the  present  condition  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Navy  is  such  as  to  meet 
the  strain  if  war  eome  upon  us.  I  ven* 
ture  to  ask  him  to  give  us  a  j^edge  that 
something  will  be  d<me,  whewer  by 
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requiring  the  parents  of  boys  to  give  an 
engagement  on  their  behalf  that  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  they  shall  re-engage  in 
the  new  Naval  Beserve  or  by  some 
other  means,  to  pat  a  stop  to  this  waste 
ot  nJoable  men. 

(4.15.)  Thb  first  lord  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Lord  Geoboe 
Hamilton,  Middlesex,  EaUng) :  What 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  so^ests 
piaotically  amounts  to  this :  that  in  the 
ease  of  men  who  engage  for  the  first  term 
of  service  some  inducement  should  be 
offered  to  them  in  order  that  they  should 
enter  the  Naval  Reserve.  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  will  see  that  this  is  not 
a  matter  of  which  there  can  be  an  easy 
sedation.  If  yoa  make  the  terms  so 
good  as  to  offer  a  superior  inducement 
to  a  man  to  go  into  the  Naval  Beserve 
after  his  first  term  of  service,  inall pro- 
bability many  men  would  decline  to 
enter  into  a  second  term  of  service. 
Therefore,  the  matter  must  be  very 
earefnily  considered ;  and  the  induce- 
ment held  out  must  be  such  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  second  term  of  years 
on  the  Active  List.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  states  that  practically  the 
personnel  of  the  Navy  is  not  in  as  satis- 
factory a  condition  as  he  could  wish. 
I  only  hope  that  he  does  not  take  for 
granted  the  statements  oircnla^ed  in 
the  Press  concerning  the  number  of 
men  available.  The  j^ienonnel  of  the 
Navy  has  been  largely  mcreased  daring 
the  last  three  years.  There  have 
been  13,000  more  men  on  the 
Active  list,  and  7,000  more  men 
have  volunteered  for  the  Naval 
Beserve ;  and  at  the  present  moment, 
so  far  as  our  ships  are  oonoemed,  if 
they  were  all  to  be  put  in  commission, 
we  have  more  men  than  would  be 
Sttffident  to  man  them.  However,  I 
will  bear  in  mind  yrba/b  my  hon.  and 
gallant  fViend  has  said.  As  be  has 
already  su^^ted.  the  matter  is  one 
worthy  of  being  carefully  investigated. 

Vote  agreed  to.  « 

7.  £1.866,100  —  Shipbuilding,  Be- 
puTS,  Maintenance,  &o. — Personnel, 

(4.16.)  Me.  HERBERT  KNATCH- 
BDLL-HUGESSEN  (Kent,  Faver- 
sham) :  I  wish  to  express  the  great 
satisfaaliaB  which  my  oonstituenoy  feel 
at  the  very  hig^  standard  of  woA 
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which  has  been  done  in  the  Gov 
ment  dockyu^.  I  believe  there 
be  no  doubt  that  the  work  perfor 
there  will  comwre  very  bivoor 
with  the  work  done  in  private  ya 
There  is  one  class  of  workmen  in 
yards — namely,  the  riggers,  who 
very  grateful  for  the  additicmal 
which  has  been  granted  by  the  A< 
ralty.  While  admitting  tlut  mudi 
been  done  to  improve  the  concUtic 
things,  a  great  deal  remains  to  be  i 
with  r^^rd  to  increasing  the  pay  d 
workmen.  There  is  one  partic 
grievance  to  which  I  should  like  to 
the  attention  of  the  First  Lor* 
the  Admiralty,  and  that  is  with  rei 
to  the  system  of  classification, 
greatest  dislike  of  the  system 
classification  exists.  There  may 
mudi  in  favour  of  the  syi 
of  classification ;  but  I  believe  I 
correct  in  saying  that  it  has  beeu  i< 
from  experience  that  it  is  impoasib 
introduce  the  system  of  clwsifiot 
into  any  private  yards  at  all.  I  1 
been  told  over  and  over  again  thai 
men  almost  universally  would  pi 
a  less  rise  of  pay,  and  that  it  shoul 
uniform.  What  they  ask  is  that  iJ 
classification  system  is  to  contint 
should  be  by  seniority,  and  not  s 
present — b^  selection.  There  is 
greatest  dislike  and  dirtmst  of 
s^tem  of  selection ;  and  if  it  mm 
continued,  the  workmen  would  p 
that  they  should  be  entitled  to  a  ri 
wages  by  seniority.  There  is  anc 
grievance  felt  by  the  caulkers,  wh( 
a  snjall  body  in  themselves,  and  w 
services  are  not  so  much  in  den 
now  owing  to  the  improvements  w 
have  been  made.  Their  oontenti 
that  if  there  is  to  be  a  readjustme 
wages  they  should  be  placed  oi 
equal  footing  with  the  rest.  I 
the  Admiralty  will  see  thrar 
to  favourably  conmder  what  appea 
me  to  be  the  reasonable  claim  of  1 
men.  Then  tbrae  is  tke  grievani 
the  petty  officers,  wIid  respectfully 
for  an  increase  of  ]pensions.  I  v 
also  respectfully  eul  the  attentic 
the  Admiralty  to  the  claims  of 
engineers  and  artificers.  Before  si 
down  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  al 
express  the  deep  regret  which  is  U 
the  course  which  the  Admiralty 
takm  witli  regard  to  ships  boii 
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0688.  Formerly  the  ships  built 
semees  were  oommissioned  there ; 
low  I  miderstand  it  has  been 
id  by  the  Admiralty  that  they 
1  be  sent  away  and  oom- 
>ned  at  Chatham.  I  may  be 
that  that  is  necessary  for 
impose  of  mobilisation.   If  that 

it  is  wobably  useless  to  argue 
it  it.  But  what  I  contend  is  that 
1  a  measure  is  taken  without  due 
I,  and  if  there  is  to  be  such  a  dia- 
loe  of  trade,  there  sboold  be  some 
msation.  I  hope  the  Admiralty 
«e  their  way,  if  this  policy  is 
dd,  to  do  something,  if  not  this 
on  some  future  occasion,  to  make 

adequate  compensation  for  the 
-  which  it  will  inflict  upon  such 
<  as  Sheemess,  which  depend  upon 
urd  support. 

110  Captain  PRICE  (Devon- 
:  I  desire  to  remind  the  House 
the  number  of  Members  who 
lent  dockyard  constituencies  and 
ake  interest  in  dockyard  i^atters 
leen  very  considerably  reduced. 
Ekve  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  gallant 
'  (Admiral  Mayne),  who  sat  for 
years  in  this  House  and  who 
a  great  interest  in  all  matters 
oted  with  dockyards  and  shipping, 
ways  spoke  with  great  intelligence 
)  subject,  and  was  always  listened 
;h  great  pleasure  and  instruction ; 
ve  are  all  exceedingly  grieved 
he  should  be  taken  from  ns  in 
a  sudden  manner.  With  refer- 
to  the  remarks  which  have 
from  my  hon.  Friend  who- has 
lat  down,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
se  what  he  has  said ;  and  I  want 
&ke  one  or  two  remarks  on  the 
subject.  The  subject  is  one  of 
importance  in  naval  yards.  As 
Is  the  question  of  the  way  in  which 
ise  of  pay  has  been  distributed 
gst  the  men,  the  two  lai^st 
« in  the  doc^ar^  are  those  of 
hipwrights  and  the  joiners,  and 
the  present  time  they  have 
-s  been  giveu  a  rate  of  wages 
1  did  not  vary  with  length  of  ser- 
tr  in  any  other  way.  They  have 
teen  classified,  and  they  strongly 
p  to  it.  I  understand  that  the 
ralty,  in  carrying  out  this  lai^ 
u«  of  roform,  have  taken  the 
wages  given  in  the  private 


yards  dtu-ing  the  course  of  five  or  six 
years.  Taking  the  average  wages  at 
36s.  7d.  a  week  for  a  certain  number  oE 
hours  worked,  the  Government  provide 
that  the  men  should  work  three  houi^ 
a  week  less  than  they  do  in  the  private- 
yards.  I^t  is,  they  work  for  one- 
eighteenth  less  time  than  they  do  Ift 
the  private  yards ;  and  they  therefoi^ 
knock  o£F  one-eighteenth  of  the  wage»« 
One-eighteenth  of  36s.  7d.  is  as  nearly 
as  possible  28.  Id.,  so  that  that  oat» 
down  the  wages  to  34s.  6d.  But  they 
have  again  to  deduct  from  that  what 
represents  the  pension  the  men  have  tO' 
look  forward  to ;  and  that  is  usually 
calculated  at  Is.  6d.  a  week.  Deduot;- 
ing  Is.  6d.  from  348.  6d.  leaves  338.  a 
week.  But.  then,  the  Admiralty  takef^ 
this  singular  course :  They  do  not  8a> 
that  when  a  man  has  served  hia- 
apprenticeship  he  shall  be  at  once 
on  the  averf^e  wages  which  aa» 
received  in  private  yuds,  but  he  is 
be  put  on  lower  wages.  Instead  ffiF 
receiving  33s.  a  week,  he  is  paid  Sis.  a 
week.  I  hold  that  that  is  a  wroDf; 
principle.  When  a  man  has  served  his 
apprenticeship  he  should  at  once  be  put 
upon  what  is  the  average  wages  outsido. 
Then  there  might  be  long  service  or  good 
service  pay,  so  that  every  shipwright* 
or  joiner  in  the  yard  should  receive  tk 
uniform  rate  of  pay,  and  a  certu^ 
number,  fixed  by  the  Admiralty,  Yij^ 
Imgth  of  service,  or  by  the  reooi^r 
mendation  of  their  officers,  should  to 
eligible  to  receive  a  small  addition  in 
the  shape  of  service  pay.  I  do  not 
think  that  would  cost  very  much 
money,  and  I  think  it  would  give  satis- 
faction to  the  men  in  the  yard.  I 
quite  endorse  what  has  been  said  about 
the  various  other  classes  in  the  yard ; 
but  passing  from  that  to  another  queB- 
tion  of  more  national  interest,  I  want 
to  ask  the  Admiralty  if  they  have  agun 
studied  the  question  of  making  a  U^rg& 
dock  in  the  West  of  England  which 
would  be  capable  of  taking  in  our  ships 
at  any  time  of  the  tide  or  weather  ? 
I  think  this  is  a  most  important  point. 
I  believe  that  plans  for  such  a  dock 
have  been  before  the  Admiralty  for 
some  time,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
inclined  to  ask  for  the  money  to  carry 
it  out.  In  case  of  war,  no  doubt  great 
battlea  would  be  fought  in  tho 
Channel,     and  espeoiedly    in  thft 
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western  part  of  the  Channel,  and 
of  our  Navy  would  have  to 
ran  into  Cork  or  to  Plymouth ;  and  if 
iAi&ce  is  no  dock  ready  at  once  to 
TeoeiTe  them  at  any  time  of  the  tide 
And  weather,  there  might  be  a  loss  of 
some  of  our  large  and  valuable  ships. 
It  can  be  done,  and  as  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tont  matter  I  hope  the  Admiralty  may 
be  able  to  say  whether  they  have  con- 
sidered it,  and  whether  they  intend 
before  long  to  ask  for  the  mcmey  to 
«arry  it  out  ? 

Sib  FBEDERICK  FITZWY- 
■GBAM  (Hants,  S.):  I  wish  to  call 
Tthe  attention  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
position  of  the  men  at  Priddy's 
Hard,  Gosport.  The  men  are 
•classed  as  skilled  and  unskilled 
labourers,  and  the  work  which  they  do — 
filling  shells  with  gunpowder — is  rather 
dsjigerous  on  account  of  the  ohances  of 
explosion.  Thecircumstancesof  thecase, 
which  are  very  brief  indeed,  are  these : 
The  men,  until  lately,  belonged  to  the 
Ordnance  EstabUshment,  but  they 
-were  trmsferred  to  the  Naval  Estab- 1 
lishment,  and  then,  in  consequence  of 
a  rise  of  wages  in  the  Portsmouth 
Boc^ard,  two  shiUings  a  wedt  were 
■added  to  the  wages  of  the  skilled  and 
unskilled  labourers  on  that  side  of  the 
water.  The  Admiralty,  however,  have 
consistently  refused  to  give  that 
increase  to  the  skilled  and  unskilled 
labour  at  Priddy's  Hard  which  they 
have  given  to  the  skilled  and  unskilled 
labour  on  the  other  pide  of  the  water. 
In  consequence  of  representations 
made,  a  similar  class  of  workers  at 
Woolwich  have  been  given  this  two 
shiUings  a  week  which  the  men  at 
Priddy's  Hard  think,  and  which  I 
think,  they  are  fairly  entitled  to. 

*(4.35.)  Admiral  FIELD  :  I  have 
•considerable  sympathy  with  my  hon. 
;and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Devonport  (Captain  Price)  and  the 
bon.  Member  for  the  Favershara 
Division  (Mr.  Herbert  Knatchbnll- 
Hugessen).  I  am  glad  to  say  I  am  not 
•embarrassed  by  having  a  dockyard  in 
my  constituency,  and  I  assure  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  the 
■Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  who  have 
taken  some  interest  in  this  question  of 
•dockyard  classification,  that  I  do  not 
-share  the  views  of  the  hon.  Members 
who   have   spoken.     I    think  the 
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Admiralty  deserve  to  be  supporte 
the  proposals  they  have  made 
classification  of  work  in  the  dockye 
and  I  hope  they  will  adhere  striotl 
it.  The  whole  Naval  Service  is  bi 
upon  classification  afloat,  and  I  tl 
we  Admiralty  are  perfectly  right  on 
question,  and  I  hope  they  will  stan 
firm  as  rocks  on  the  matter. 

(4.36.)  DB.TANNEB(CorkCo.,i 
I  would  like  to  press  upon  the  Go\ 
ment  the  advisability  of  carrying 
some  of  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
hon.  Member  opposite.  It  is  advis 
at  a  time  like  the  present,  that  t 
Votes  should  be  got  as  soon  as  posi 
in  order  that  we  should  get  to 
constituencies,  and  I  understand 
an  agreement  has  been  entered  intc 
to  debate  these  questions  at 
length.  But  I  heard,  with  a  conn 
able  amount  of  interest,  the  rem 
which  fell  from  the  hon.  and  gaJ 
Member  opposite,  who  said  that, 
time  of  war  should  arise — and  : 
quite  Qn  the  cards  that  such  a 
may  arise,  though  I  hope  it  wil 
as  far  distant  as  possible — and 
naval  engagements  were  to  take  p 
they  must  of  necessity  take  plac 
the  English  Channel  and  at  the  wet 
end  of  it,  and  the  hon.  and  gal 
Member  spoke  of  our  vessels  havin 
run  into  Cork  or  Plymouth.  We  1< 
a  good  deal  of  money  has  been  s 
on  the  harbour  of  Cork  

The  CHAIBMAN:  Order,  or 
I  should  have  interrupted  the 
and  gallant  Member  for  Devon 
(Captain  Price),  as  I  now  1 
to  interrupt  the  hon.  Member  for  C 
The  hon.  Member's  remarks  are  ui 
order  on  this  Vote,  but  they  ma; 
addressed  to  the  Conunittee  on 
Vote  for  Works,  Buildings,  and  Be] 
at  Home  and  Abroad. 

Db.  TANNEB:  I  daresay 
Committee  will  pardon  me  k 
out  of  order  if  the  hon.  and  gai 
Member  for  Devonport  was  oul 
order.  But  I  think  any  assura 
which  can  be  given  should  be  give 
order  to  help  the  Government  o« 
their  difficulty,  and  enable  us  to  gi 
our  constituencies. 
"■(4.38.)  Mb.  JAMES  ELLIS  | 
cestershire,  Bosworth) :  I  do  not  tl 
because  we  are  not  to  take  part  in 
Debate, -it  is  understood  we  are 
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ed  to  receive  any  information 
k  may  be  required.  If  we  are  not 
bate  the  matter,  wa  should  not 
e  it. 

.  MORTON  (Peterborough)  : 
t  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
littee  on  these  Naval  Votes,  be- 

I  am  anxious  to  get  to  the 
ry,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  why 
is  this  large  increase  in  the  Vote 
<r  £100,000?  X  should  be  glad  if 
be  told  that  yon  are  going  to  pay 
rorking-men  connected  with  the 
better ;  those  at  the  top  of  the 
re  well  paid  already — in  the  Navy 

other  Departments.  The  reiu 
Qg  men,  even  the  officers  who  do 
rork,  I  do  not  consider  are  too 
r-paid ;  and  if  this  large  increase 
[o  to  those  who  do  the  work  for 
untry ,  I  do  not  sajr  I  am  going  to 

to  it.  I  want  to  know  why 
is  this  increased  expenditure,  so 
rre  may  be  able  to  explain  the 
m  if  we  are  asked.  I  trust  we 
lave  some  explanation. 
:  FINANCIAL  SECBETABYto 
ADMIRALTY  {Mr.  Fobwood, 
shire,  Ormskirk) :  If  the  hon. 
er  will  turn  to  Page  3  of  the 
ates  he  will  see  that  no  less  than 
10  goes  to  the  increase  of  wages 
>  the  men. 

MORTON:  Does  that  mean 
nen  or  increased  wages  ? 

FOBWOOD :  Partly  increased 

but  chiefly  more  men.  The 
>n  of  classification,  which  two  of 
n.  Friends  have  alluded  to,  was 
it  before  the  attention  of  the 
ittee  when  the  Naval  Estimates 
Ekst  discussed  ;  and  I  then  endea- 
1  to  give  the  reasons  which  in- 
the  Admiralty  to  adopt  the  sys- 
r  rather  to  continue  the  system, 
had  been  in  vogue  at  the  dock- 
for  many  years.  As  the  hon. 
pliant  Member  for  Devonport 
in  Price)  has  stated,  within  the 
'o  or  three  days  I  luve  had  the 
I  of  having  an  interview  with  the 
hemselves  in  two  of  the  dock- 
-Devonport  and  Portsmouth — 

should  like  to  mention  to  the 
ittee  that  when  the  question  of 
ges  paid  at  the  dockyards  was 
3ur&  ago  brought  to  our  notice 
!  ordinary  form  of  a  Petition 
■he  men,  the  men  themselves 


then  begged  that  the  Admiralty  would 
arrange  a  higher  rate  of  pay,  and 
that  the  higher  rate  of  pay  should 
be   on   a  graduated   scale.  They 
positively  asked  that  any  arrangement 
we  should  make  as  to  the  pay  of  the 
men  should  have  a  minimum  and  a 
maximum — not  a  uniform  rate  of  ruy, 
but  a  progressive  rate  of  pay.  The 
Admiralty  considered  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  continue  what  had  been 
the  practice  in  all  other  trades  in  the 
yard  except  established  shipwrights 
and  estabhshed  joiners — to  pay  pro- 
gressive or  graduated  rates  of  pa^. 
The  difficulty  which  has  arisen  m 
the  minds  of  many  workmen  in  the 
yard  is  that  the  graduated  rate  of  pay, 
the  classification  as  they  call  it,  is  fixed 
primarily  according  to  the  merit  and 
competency  of  the  men,  and  not  simply 
according  to  the  number  of  years  they 
may  have  been  in  ^e  employ.   I  aah- 
mit  that  no  great  establiobment  like  a 
dockyard  could  be  continued  if  every 
man  was  to  consider  that  when  he 
arrived  at  a  given  time  of  service,  he 
should  thereby  become  entitled  to  a 
higher  rate  of  pay,  without  reference 
to  his  diligence  or  skill.    I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  con- 
duct a  dockyard  upon  the  principle 
of  seniority ;  but  there  is  very  great 
care  taken  m  promoting  the  men  from 
one  rate  of  pay  to  another,  and  if  there 
are  two  men^one  who  has  been  many 
years  in  the  dockyard,  and  the  othex 
only  a  comparatively  few  years — of 
equal  competency  and  equal  diligence, 
the  preference  is  given  to  the  man  of 
longer  service.    I  want  to  refer  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  very  material 
difference  between  the  two  classes — 
the  estabhshed  men  and  the  hired  men. 
With  the  hired  men  it  is  perfectly 
optional  whether  they  remain  or  go. 
If  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  I'ate 
of  pay  awarded  to  them  on  entry,  or 
whatever  may  be  given  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  it  is  quite  optional 
for  them  to  remain.    It  is  different 
vrith  the  established  workman.  The 
established  workman  has,  in  a  sense,  a 
vested  claim   for  continuous  service, 
and  a  pension  at  the  end  of  a  given 
number  of  years,  or  when  he  attains  a 
given  Bf  e.    When  the  estabhshed  men 
received  one  uniform  rate  of  pay  two 
years  ago,  both  established  joiners  ■ 
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and  shipwrights  oomplained  to  me 
when  I  visited  the  yard  that  they 
had  no  ohiuice  at  all  of  promotion. 
There  is  not  the  same  inducement  to 
diligence  for  the  man  on  the  sta£F  who 
is  promised  continuous  work  ;  there  is 
not  the  same  incentive  for  the  man 
who,  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  is  promised 
constant  employment  as  there  is  for 
the  man  who  is  on  the  hired  list,  who 
may  be  dismissed,  and  whose  conduct, 
naturally,  is  more  closely  watched 
than  that  of  an  established  man. 
Therefore,  in  his  own  interest,  as 
well  as  in  the  interest  of  the  State,  it 
is  a  very  wise  plan  to  have  a  graduated 
scale  of  ^y.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  the  joiners.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Faversham  Division  of  Kent  spoke 
about  vessels  having  removed  up  to 
Chatham  for  mobilisation  purposes.  I 
believe  that,  in  order  that  the  vessels 
may  be  efficient  and  ready  for  work  at 
a  moment's  notice,  it  is  decidedly  better 
that  they  should  be  placed  at  Chatham. 
But  compensation  will  be  given  to  the 
district  which  my  hon.  Friend  repre- 
sents in  the  shape  of  a  School  of 
Gunnery,  which  I  hope  will  at  an  early 
date  be  in  full  swing.  In  reply  to  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  Frederick 
FitzWygram),  in  regard  to  the  wages 
paid  at  Priddy's  Hard,  that  matter  is 
still  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  I  hope  a  com- 
munication will  be  made  in  reference 
to  the  Memorial  before  the  Board  in 
a  few  days'  time. 

(4.47.)  Captain  PBZCE:  It  is 
perfectly  true  the  men  did  ask  for  a 
progressive  rate  of  pay  two  years 
ago.  They  are  just  as  anxious  to  have 
it  now,  and  I  am  anxious  that  they 
should  have  it ;  the  mistake  is  that 
the  progress  is  downwards.  The  men 
wish  to  be  paid  uniformly  the  same 
wage  as  they  get  in  private  yards. 

Mh.  HERBERT  KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN:  Will  the  School  of 
Gunnery  be  established  within  the 
oorrent  year? 

(4.48.)  Lord  GEORGE  HAMIL- 
TON :  It  will  be  gradually  developed, 
but  I  can  assore  my  hon.  Friend  that 
it  will  be  in  full  working  order  before 
the  end  of  the  financial  year.  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Devonport  (Captain  Price),  I  would 
point  out  that  every  single  man  on  the 

Mr.  Fonoood 


establishment  is  now  better  off  than 
he  was  before  the  clasaification  began. 
The  essence  of  the  otmtroverBy  is  tlufc  a 
certain  number — a  very  limited  nomber 
— of  men  who  are  inferiorworkmen  want 
to  be  put  on  the  maxibinm  rate.  If 
we,  acting  on  the  representations  made 
to  us,  acceded  to  the  request  of  the 
men  by  establishing  a  progressive  wage  ; 
and  if  we  took  care  that  the  men  who 
were  on  the  lowest  rate  got  a  certain 
advance,  I  think  we  went  a  good  way 
to  meet  their  wishes. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  saw  that  item  of 
£96,000  in  the  Estimates.  I  should  be 
^ad  if  the  Financial  Secretary  would 
tell  us  what  proportion  of  that  sura  haa 
gone  to  inOTease  the  wages  of  the  men, 
and  what  proportion  is  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  men? 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  tell 
us  what  are  the  hours  of  labour  in  these 
dockyards  ? 

*Mb.  FORWOOD:  An  average  of 
fifty  and  one-third  hours  per  week 
all  the  year  through.  Of  the  £96,000 
increased  wages,  about  £40,000  goes  to 
make  up  the  additional  pay  whioh, 
with  the  £40*000  voted  last  year, 
makes  the  £80,000  added  to  the  pay  of 
the  men;  and  the  balance  repreaenta 
increased  numbers. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

8.  £1,615.500,  Shipbuilding,  Bepau^ 
Maintenance,  &c. — Materiel. 

9.  £1,289.400,  Shmbuilding.Bepurs,. 
Maintenance.  &o. — CSontraet  Work. 

10.  £1,398.700,  Naval  Armaments. 
*(4.53.)   Admikal  FIELD:  I  wish 

to  ask  for  some  assurance  with  r^^ard 
to  certain  guns.  I  allude  to  the  burst- 
ing of  a  particular  gun  on  board  the 
"  Cordelia  "  in  Australia  last  year.  I 
should  like  an  assurance  that  these 
guns  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
Service  once  and  for  ever.  I  under- 
stand that  most  of  the  ships  of  the 
training  squadron  that  recently  re- 
turned from  abroad  were  armed  witii 
that  class  of  gun.  I  also  heax  that 
these  guns  have  been  tfUren  oat  aod 
new  ones  of  a  superior  character  pot 
in. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  The 
guns  of  this  particular  mark  have  all 
been  withdrawn.  The  Cordelia  "  is 
now  in  dock,  and  her  ivesent  anna- 
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ment  will  soon  be  replaced  by  a  later 
mark.  The  total  number  of  guns  we 
have  had  to  replace  is  66. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(11.)  i;448,000,  Works,  Buildings, 
and  Bepairs,  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

Db.  TANNBB:  I  desire  to  call 
Attention  to  this  matter  of  HaulbowUne. 
On  many  occasions  I  have  mentioned 
the  important  fact  that  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  a  great  deal  of  money  have 
been  expended  in  bringing  about  a 
condition  of  affairs  in  Cork  Harbour 
whi<^  is  absolutely  the  reverse  of 
deairable.  We  find  that  in  places  like 
Devonport  and  Sheemess,  where  you 
have  Conservative  constituents,  more 
money  is  being  spent  on  men  and  works, 
and  absolute  bribery  is  taking  place 
now  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have 
to  go  to  meet  their  constituents.  But 
when  we  turn  to  this  Vote,  we  find  that 
1^  that  is  to  be  done  for  Cork  Harbour 
is  that  £2,115  is  to  be  expended  in 
dredging.  The  dredging  hitnerto  has 
been  inefficiently  done;  and  on  the 
HaulbowUne  ude  it  has  filled  in  again 
and  again  till  it  is  doubtful  whether,  at 
the  present  time,  the  channel  you  have 
been  dredging  would  admit  a  good-sized 
gunboat  into  the  dock.  You  spend  a 
great  amount  of  time  in  putting  up  dock 
gates  at  HaulbowUne,  and  then  you 
let  the  whole  thing  go  derelict.  The 
8t«^  is  too  small,  and  cannot  capably 
periorm  duties  which  this  lairge 
dock  entails.  You  have  to  pump  day 
and  night  in  order  to  prevent  leakage. 
The  time  ma^  come  when  you  will  ^d 
tiut  UuB  18  a  strategical  position 
of  the  utmost  importimce,  kdA 
instead  of  wastii^  tfane  uid  wasting 
xa<mey  you  ought  at  once  to  take  this 
matter  into  your  serious  consideration. 
If  the  Admiralty  officials  do  not  spend 
a  little  more  money  on  this  work,  they 
will,  in  process  of  time,  allow  the 
millions  whioh  have  already  been 
wpended  to  be  thrown  away.  The 
dockyard  works  have  been  proceeding 
9^  a  tcnioise-like  speed,  althon^  Z  have 
taken  every  opportunity,  in  season  and 
oat  of  Beaeon,  of  urging  upon  the  Admi- 
ndty  offioiak  the  neoessi^  of  com- 
pletmg  them.  I  hope  that  when  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  in 
Opposition — m  he  aoon  wiU  be— he 


will  aid  me  in  urging  the  new 
Administration  to  finish  the,  work. 
The  only  way  to  get  it  done  is  to 
hammer  away  at  successive  Adminis- 
trations until  it  is  completed.  Up  to 
the  present  little  or  no  progress  has 
been  made,  but  I  hope  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  will  now  be  able  to 
assure  the  Committee  that  no  further 
delay  will  take  place. 

(5.3.)  Captain  PRICE :  I  oamiot 
help  rising  to  support  the  efibrts  of  the 
hon.  Member  to  get  this  work  com- 
pleted. It  has  certainly  not  been 
pushed  forward  as  it  ought  to  have 
been.  It  is  most  important  that  we 
should  have  sufficient  dock  accommo- 
dation in  a  time  of  naval  warfare,  and 
that  we  should  be  able,  after  an  action 
has- taken  place,  to  bring  out  a  second 
fieet  in  order  that  it  may  deal  a 
crushing  blow  upon  the  enemy  by  pick- 
ing up  or  destroying  their  disabled 
ships. 

(5.5.)  Mr.  MOBTON  :  I  find  that 
there  is  a  sum  of  money  down  in  the 
Estimate  for  a  racket  court  and  an 
American  bowling  green.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  any  provision  is  made 
against  gambling  in  regard  to  these 
matters  ? 

*Admibal  field  :  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  as 
to  the  importance  of  pushing  these 
works  forward.  I  thought  the  dock 
had  been  completed,  and  that  .evei^- 
thing  was  in  a  satisfactory  state  with 
regard  to  it.  It  is  news  to  me  to  find 
that  that  is  not  the  ome. ,  I  b;^pe  no 
time  will  now  be  lost  in  completmg  it. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  allude.  Some  two  or  three 
years  ago  I  thought  it  my  dut^  to  im- 
press upon  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  the  importance  of  providing  a 
dock  at  Bombay.  The  Government  of 
India  imd  the  Government  at  home 
could  not  then  come  to  an  agreement, 
although  I  understand  the  Bombay 
Harbrar  Trust  took  it  up.  A  promiae 
was  also  made  at  one  time  to  oonatroiot 
a  dook  at  Gibraltar.  It  is  important 
(hat  the  coaling  arrangemwts  at  Fort- 
Umd  and  Sheemeee  should  be  com- 
pleted as  soon  as  possible,  beoauae  ao 
much  dqiends  npm  ooiUiog  in  time  of 
war. 
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(5.8.)  Lord  GEORGE  HAMIL- 
TON :  The  short  discussion  that  we 
have  had  upon  this  sabject  shows  some 
of  the  difficulties  that  we  have  had  to 
contend  with  in  this  minor  branch  of 
oar  expenditure.  The  Vote  we  are 
discussing  only  relates  to  docks  at 
home,  but  we  have  had  proposals  from 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Admiral 
Field)  to  build  dodts  at  Bombay 
and  Gibraltar.  If  the  whole  of  the 
expenditure  which  has  been  suggested 
by  hon.  and  gallant  Members  were 
totalled  up  it  would  be  found  to  repre- 
sent something  between  two  and  three 
million  pounds.  I  only  mention  this 
to  show  the  demands  which  are  made 
upon  us  in  regard  to  this  class  of 
work.  As  to  the  matter  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  has 
called  attention,  I  may  say  that  it 
is  not  being  overlooked.  The  delay  has 
largely  arisen  owin^  to  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  dredging,  and  the  rocky 
character  of  the  site  of  the  dock.  The 
amount  asked  for  in  the  Estimate  will,  I 
think,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  work 
to  be  completed,  and  I  will  undertake 
that  it  shall  be  pushed  forward.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  that  something  should  be  done 
with  regard  to  Gibraltar. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  The  noble  Lord  has 
not  replied  to  my  question. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  It  is 
necessary  to  provide  some  means  of 
amuB6ment  for  sailors,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  officers  would 
sanotion  any  kind  of  impropriety. 

Mb.  MOBTON :  Are  there  any  pro- 
visions against  gambling  in  such 
matters? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  is 
a  matter  for  the  authorities  on  the  spot 
to  deal  with. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

12.  X148,000,  Miscellaneous  Effec- 
tive Service8.| 

(6.13.)  Mb.  MORTON:  I  desire  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  the  sum  of 
£3,900,  which  is  required  for  ministers 
of  religion  in  connection  with  this  Vote, 
will  go  only  to  the  dei^men  of  the 
Church  of  England,  or  to  other 
ministers  as  well?  We  know  that  the 
men  in  the  Service  belong  to  diffiunnt 
sects.  I  should  also  Eke  to  have  some 


information  with  regard  to  the  t 
£1.200  which  is  required  for  ca 
and  entertaining  Royal  personal 
sea.  I  do  not  object  to  the  vot 
the  money  for  the  purpose,  but 
way  in  which  it  is  voted,  becausi 
another  mode  <A  increasing  salarii 
lUlowances. 

LOBD  GEOBOE  HAMir/TON 
amount  required  for  ministei 
religion  is  for  services  to  seame: 
marines  in  Her  Majesty's  ships  a 
establishments  at  home  and  al 
With  regard  to  the  £1.200,  it  hai 
the  practice  from  time  immemot 
convey  by  sea  a  certain  portion  ( 
Boyal  Household,  and  the  ex] 
have  always  come  under  this  Vofc 
has  also  been  the  custom  to  met 
cost  of  conveying  Royal  perso 
between  England  and  Scotland, 
expenditure  uncter  this  head  some 
varies,  but  the  average  of  the  las 
years  has  been  £1,2M. 

Mb.  MOBTON  ;  May  I  ask  wl: 
the  amount  required  for  ministe 
religion  is  only  for  those  belongi 
the  Church  of  England,  or  for 
connected  with  other  seats? 

LoBD  GEOBGE  HAMILTON 
goes  to  ministers  of  di&rent  sects 

Vote  agreed  to. 

13.  Motion  made,  and  Questtoi 
posed, 

'^Tliat  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £227^ 
granted  toHer  MajeBtT.  to  defray  the Bx] 
of  the  Admiralty  Offioe,  whieh  will  og 
eonrse  of  payment  during  the  year  «Bdi 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  18^" 

(5.18.)  Captain  PBICE  :  I  1 
something  should  be  said  with  ri 
to  this  Vote.  The  Admiralty  1 
should  be  thoroughly  representati 
the  various  interests  ana  classes  ii 
Service.  But  there  are  two  cl 
which  are  not  represented  on  it. 
is  the  steam  branch  of  the  Sei 
which  is  growing  every  year,  anc 
other  is  the  Marine  Force,  whii 
not  represented  at  the  Admiralty 
at  the  War  OflBce.  An  impo: 
reduction  has  been  made  in 
engine^ng  staff  on  board  our  s 
the  necessity  for  which  I  cannot  > 
understand.  If  there  is  an  acoi 
on  board  a  ship  it  is  at  once  attrit 
to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  oigino 
Sta£F.  If  the  chief  of  the  engine 
staff  at  the-  Admiralty  wwe  a  meml 
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Soard  he  wotild  be  able  to  speak 
authority  tn  regard  to  this  matter ; 
ould  also  be  responsible  for  the 
Y  adopted.  There  is  the  same 
of  T8Bponnbility  with  regard  to 
farines.  I  do  not  see  why  there 
Ld  not  be  some  representative 
ir  at  the  Admiralty,  or  at  the  War 
3.  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating 
e  Marines. 

22.)  ADMiRAr.  FIELD :  I  must 
)8S  my  strong  disapproval  of  the 
»tions  made  by  my  hon.  and 
nt  Friend.  They  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  whole  Naval  Service, 
everdistinguished  the  Engineer-in- 
f  may  be,  he  ha^no  right  to  a  seat 
ihe  Admiralty  Board,  which  is 
msible  for  the  proper  conduct  of 
1  operations  in  time  of  war ;  and 
ame  remark  applies  to  the  Adjutant 
iral  of  Marines.  Such  duties  can 
be  efficiently  discharged  by  naval 

thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
ice.  I,  therefore,  utter  my 
igest  protest  against  the  adoption 
IV  such  su^stions. 
25.)  Mb.  MORTON:  I  notice 
the  Government  are  continually 
ig  for  money  under  one  head  of 
aditure  and  spending  it  on  another, 
)Ugh  we  were  told  the  other  day 
it  was  illegal.  I  ask  the  noble 
.  why  the  practice  is  still  oon- 
)d?  It  prevents  the  House  of 
mons  from  having  any  control 

the  expenditure.  The  special 
er  about  which  I  rose  to  speak 
the  salary  of  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
iraltv,  which  is  £1,000.  When  it 
)  up  tor  consideration  last  Session 
16  m  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
«d  only  a  few  minutes  to  deal  with 
Therefore  I  did  not  then  attempt 
ke  a  Division  with  regard  to  it.  I 
want  to  know  what  are  duties  of 
)ivil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty?  I 

been  unable  to  ascertain  what 
are.  So  far  as  I  can  make  out, 
iuties  are  to  go  about  the  country 
ing  electioneering  speeches,  and  to 
chess  in  the  smoking-room. 
}n.  Mkwbkiw  :  Order,  order  1 
R.  MORTON  :  I  do  not  object  to 
[oing  about  making  electioneering 
>hes  and  denouncing  his  politicu 
nents,  but  I  do  object  to  our 
9g  him  for  it,  eq>eciaUy  as  hon. 
ibers  on  the  other  ride  so  fltrongly 


object  to  the  payment  of  Members. 
I  should  be  satisfied  if  Members  wero 
paid  less  than  £1,000  a  year,  which  ia 
paid  tolihe  Civil  Lord.  If  some  infor* 
mation  could  be  given  as  to  the  dutiea 
of  the  Civil  Lord,  I  am  sure  it  would  b& 
news  to  the  Committee  and  also  to  the 
country.  I  will  not  further  occupy  th& 
time  of  the  Committee,  but  will  mov& 
to  reduce  Item  A,  Salaries,  by  £1,000, 
the  amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Motionmade,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"  That  Item  A,  Salaries,  be  reduced  by 
£1,000."— {Mr.  Morton.) 

Db.  TANNER:  I  hope  my  hon. 
Friend  will  not  trouble  the  Committee- 
further  with  this  trivial  matter.  I 
would  remind  him  of  that  picture  by 
Leech  in  which  one  servant  asks  hiS' 
fellow,  "  Ham  I  engaged  for  use,  or  hami 
I  en^i^d  for  homaraent  ?  "  Let  my 
hon.  Fnend  gaze  at  the  Bench  opposite,, 
and  he  will  at  once  understand  that 
the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ia 
engaged  for  ornamental  purposes.  H& 
is,  as  we  all  know,  paid  £1,000  per 
year  on  the  distinct  understandii^that. 
while  holding  his  tongue  in  the  House- 
of  Commons  he  may  outside  speak  to 
his  heart's  desire.  I  may  say  that  the- 
Civil  Lord  is  the  joy  of  the  Primrosft 
Dames ;  he  is  the  delight  of  the  ladies,, 
and  wherever  he  goes  his  path  is  strewn 
with  flowers.  We  have  occasionally 
had  the  pleasure  of  8eeiI^;  him  in  thfr 
South  of  Ireland,  but  he  journeyed 
thither  in  the  interests  of  pleasure,  andl 
he  pursued  that  mission  to  its  utmost 
bent.  He  attends  the  House  at  a  late 
period  of  evening,  when  thnre  is  no- 
Admiralty  work  to  he  done ;  and  as  to 
his  Department,  we  have  had  no  answer 
from  him  during  the  last  eight  or  nine 
months.  Thus  his  services  are  of  the 
lightest  nature ;  they  are  ethereal,  andt 
as  they  will  not  be  required  or  desired 
much  longer,  it  really  would  be  better 
not  to  trouble  the  Committee  with  such 
a  very  insignificant  subject.  Some  Mem- 
bers of  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
important  duties  to  dischai^,  others- 
have  not ;  but  in  connection  with  ther 
Admiralty  it  is  pre-eminently  desirable 
that  they  should  at  least^have  a  Civit 
Lord,  and  they  have  a  most  extra- 
ordinarily Civil  Lord  in  the  present 
appendage.  When  this  Qovemment  is,. 
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as  it  shortly  will  be,  succeeded  by 
.  another,  I  hope  there  will  be  an  endea- 
vour to  secure  as  Civil  Lqrd  some 
Member  of  the  Hoose  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  duties,  so  that  the  salary  of 
£1,000  per  year  may  not  be  thrown 
Away  upon  tomfoolery  in  the  country. 

Lord  GE0B6E  HAMILTON :  This 
office  has  for  some  years  past  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 
The  office  of  Civil  Lord  embraces  im- 
portant and  onerous  duties ;  and  it  is 
4U1  office  which  has  berai  held  by  Lord 
Brassey  and  by  other  gentlemen  of 
unquestionable  position  in  regard  to 
naval  matters.  These  gentlemen,  I 
think  I  may  say,  have  earned  distinc- 
tion, and  distinction  also  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
•ohai^^  their  duties.  I  know  some- 
thing of  what  goes  on  in  the 
•office,  and  I  think  that  when  this 
<}oTemment  eomes  to  an  end — although 
I  believe  it  will  not  come  to  an  end 
so  soon  as  some  imagine — I  think  it 
will  be  found  that  the  work  done  by 
the  Civil  Lord  in  respect  of  the 
Admiralty  will  contrast  well  with  the 
work  done  by  his  predecessors.  The 
fact  is,  my  bon.  Friend  the  Civil  Lord 
is  attacked  not  because  he  inefficiently 
-discharges  his  duties,  but  because  he 
has  the  power  of  making  eloquent 
speeches,  and  I  think  it  unfau:  that  that 
would  he  the  ground  of  attack  upon 
any  hon.  Member  of  this  House.  I 
read  a  very  efifective  qwech  he  made 
at  Peterborough  recently,  and  there- 
fore I  can,  in  some  measure,  under- 
stand the  ^kfotion.  The  Civil  Lord 
has  so  contrived  to  manage  the 
business  of  the  Works  Department 
that  it  progresses  quietly  without 
■attracting  the  attention  of  Parliament, 
■and,  consequently,  that  few  questions 
are  put  in  this  House  is  much  to  his 
-credit.  I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
protesting  against  those  continued 
attacks  upon  the  Civil  Lord — attacks 
which  I  am  certain  are  not  due  to  any 
•question  of  his  ability  to  efficiently 
^acharge  his  duties,  but  due  simply  to 
the  fact  that  he  contrives  on  the 
platform  to  powerfully  illustrate  the 
political  creed  which  he  professes. 

Mb.  MORTON:  What  are  the 
•duties? 

Dr.  Tanntr 


LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  The 
hon.  Member  is  head  of  the  Civil 
Branch  of  the  Admiralty— that  is  to 
say  that  all  questions  connected  with 
pay,  allowances,  and  pensions  come 
beunre  him.  He  has,  in  additi<H],  the 
control  of  the  Works  Branch,  the 
management  of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
and  of  the  School  and  all  property 
connected  with  it.  Therefore  it  is 
quite  a  mistake  to  say  that  because  my 
hon.  Friend  acts  outside  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  that  he 
does  not  adequately  and  properly  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  office.  I  also 
desire  to  utter  a  word  of  protest 
against  the  doctiftne  laid  down  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bevonport  ((^ptaiu 
Price),  who  seems  to  thmk  the  Bidard 
of  Admiralty  is  based  upon  the 
principle  of  proportional  representa- 
tion. I  protest  against  the  doctrine 
and  maintain  that  each  separate 
branch  of  the  Navy  stands  equal,  and 
that  the  work  of  the  Admiralty  is  well 
divided.  There  is  one  Lord  who  is 
the  chief  adviser  to  the  First  Lord  ci 
the  Admiralty,  and  head  of  theexecutive 
service,  and  under  him  there  are  three 
Naval  Lords — one  at  the  head  of  the 
p&notutelj  one  at  the  head  erf  the 
matiriel,  and  the  other  deals  with  the 
various  subndiary  services  oonneoted 
with  the  naval  work.  Under  these 
three  heads  every  branch  of  the  Service 
is  properly  and  adequately  represented. 
My  hon.  Friend  suggests  that  the 
Engineer-in-Chief  should  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  He  is  a 
technical  officer,  and,  however  able  a 
technical  officer  he  may  be,  it  is  not 
advisaUe  that  he  should  be  put  in  a 
position  of  the  hi^iest  executive 
authority,  bemuse  then  he  would  have 
to  judge  upon  his  own  speoifications 
and  plans.  The  present  system  has 
worked  very  well.  Once  only  in  the 
course  of  the  last  twenty  years  a  very 
able  expert  was  brought  m  from  out- 
side and  made  a  memo«r  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty ;  but  nobody  cognissot  <^ 
the  working  would  say  that  his  intro- 
duction tended  towards  effioienoy.  The . 
Board  of  Admiralty  exists  for  one  |Hir* 
pose,  and  one  purpose  alone,  «id  that  is 
to  muntain  the  highest  standanl  of 
<riBteienoy  of  the  Navy  praoticaUe  in 
ocmjuDcncHi  mth  eoononuoal  adniiMB- 
tnticm. 
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'   Mb.  MOBTON  :  The  noble  Lord! 
has  pointed  out  the  civil  duties  of  these 
offices ;  and  if  these  duties  are  so 
uomefous  I  desire  to  know  how  a  Civil 
Lord  can,    consistently   with  their 
proper  discharge,  gallivant  aboat  the 
country  making  speeches  to  dames, 
Primrose  or  otherwise.     The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  made  some 
'  reference  to  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
CUtU  Lord  at  Peterborough  as  influ- 
endi^  me  on  this  occasion,  and  in  this 
connection  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
have  made  a  oucOTery.     The  First 
Li^  stated  that  he  had  read  the 
speech,  and  hence  I  presume  it  is  the 
^ty  of  the  Civil  Lord  to  send  his 
speeches,  probably  before  delivery,  to 
the  noble  Lord   for  his  correction 
possibly.    Prom  this  we  may  infer  that 
speaking  in  the  country  is  considered 
.  <(ae  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office 
o£GivilLord.  I  do  not  propose  to  proceed 
to  a  Division,  but  I  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment if  in  office  any  length  of  time, 
or  another  Qovemment,  will  take  care 
that  the  holder  of  the  office  will  attend 
to  the  duties  set  forth  to-day  by  the 
noUe  Lord  instead  of  wasting  his  time 
in  the  country.   I  beg  to  withdraw  my 
Motion  to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  desire  to  say  that 
when  I  have  put  questions  to  the  Civil 
Lord  they  have  b^n  invariably 
answered  by  someboby  else,  and  that, 
consequently,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
condosions  we  have  ei^ressed.  I 
now  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  it  is  or  is  not  a  fact  that  the 
Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  paid 
£1,000  per  year  on  the  explicit  under- 
standing  tliat  he  does  not  attempt 
to  open  his  month  in  the  Hoase  of 
Commbns  ? 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Major  BASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I 
beg  to  move  toreducethe  Vote  by  £100 
in  («der  not  to  call  attention  to  a 
grievous  hsxdship  which  exists  among 
our  sailors,  but  to  draw  attention  to 
another  subject  which  has  connection 
with  this  Vote.  The  Committee  is 
probably  aware  that  the  Estuary 
of  the  Thames  famishes  a  most  pro- 

VOL.  V.       [fouhth  series.] 


duotive  fishing  ground,  and  that  the 
East  End  of  London  largely  subsist  on 
the  fish  there  taken — ^whelKS,  flat  fish, 
and  mussels  and  oocdJes.  Previous  to 
1888,  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Workis, 
Municipalities  generally,  and  private 
individuals  were  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
charging refuse  of  all  kinds  into  the 
fishing  ground.  To  use  a  colloquial 
expression,  they  simply  "dumped"  the 
refuse  of  London  into  the  fishii^ 
ground  at  the  Estuary  of  the  Thames. 
In  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act  of  1888  a 
clause  was  inserted  by  which  Sea  Fishery 
Boards  were  created  with  the  power  to 
bring  actions  and  secure  peniUMes 
against  persons  who  infringed  the  Act 
by  throwing  rubbish  into  a  fishh^ 
ground.  The  result  of  throwing  rubbish 
into  the  Estuary  of  the  Thames  is  that 
nets  are  torn,  and  that  the  fish  are 
poisoned  and  leave  the  ground.  That 
means  that  the  fishers'  occupation  is 
taken  away,  and  that  the  whole  fishing 
cUstrict  is  practically  ruined.  That 
certainly  is  a  grievance,  but  the  one 
to  which  I  desire  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  is 
that  whereas  the  Sea  Fisheries  Boards 
are  able  to  proseoate  and  obtain  oon- 
victioDS  against  oontraotbrs,  municipnl 
authorities,  and  private  individuals, 
the  authorities  at  the  Admu*alty  Dock- 
yard are  in  the  habit  of  dischai^iing 
mud  immediately  into  this  fishing 
ground,  thus  destroying  the  fish,  ruin- 
ing the  nets,  and  practically  takii^ 
away  the  oconpation  of  the  fishermen. 
During  the  last  six  weeks  I  have  been 
in  communication  with  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  on  this  subject,  and 
the  noble  Lord  informed  me  at  first 
that  he  thought  the  matter  was  one 
connected  with  the  General  Election. 
On  another  occasion  he  thought  that 
the  fish  probably  rather  liked  to  have 
mud  thrown  at  them  than  not.  I  could 
get  absolutely  no  sufficient  answer  from 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  subject.  All  we 
ask  is  that  the  Admiralty  should  be 
subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  are 
binding  on  private  individuals.  If  the 
noble  Lord  will  give  me  his  assurance 
that  the  mud  from  the  Admiralty 
Dockyard  should  be  conveyed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Nore  I  shall  be  per- 
fectly satisfied,  and  if  he  cannot  do  so 
I  sbiaU  have  to  press  my  Amendment 
to  a  Division. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  A,  Salaries,  be  reduced  by 
ilOO." — {Major  Basch.) 

A  LOBD  OF  THE  ADMIBALTY  (Mr. 
AsBMEAD-BABTitETT,  Sheffield,  Eecles- 
.  hall} :  My  noble  Friend  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 
I  can  assure  him  that  neitl^er  the  First 
Lord  nor  the  officers  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  removalof  the  mud  have 
.the  slightest  desire  to  injure  the 
interests  of  the  fishermen  whom  he 
represents.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  will  recognise  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  great  Dockyard  at 
Chatham  dredging  must  go  on.  The 
entire  carrying  out  of  what  he  wants 
would  involve  the  country  in  an  in- 
creased expenditure  of  at  least  ^30,000 
per  year.  In  consequence  of  the  re- 
presentations which  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  made  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  upon  this 
question,  the  officers  of  the  Department 
who  conduct  the  dredging  have  lately 
made  further  soundings  and  examina- 
tion, and  they  discovered  that  a  portion 
of  this  mud  has  been  deposited  con- 
trary to  instruction  on  certain  shoals, 
where  possibly  it  have  done  some  in- 
jury to  the  fishing.  The  Admiralty, 
-however,  have  the  greatest  desire  to 
avoid  this  for  the  future.  They  have 
given  instructions  that  these  shoals  are 
to  be  avoided — while  I  do  not  under- 
take that  the  mud  shall  be  carried  as 
-far  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
wishes — and  the  mud  cast  into  deeper 
water.  They  have  further  given  in- 
structions that  more  complete  sound- 
ings E^uld  be  taken  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion considered.  I  hope  the  reply  I  have 
given  will  be  considered  satisfactory. 

MajorRASCH:  Willthehon.Gentle- 
man  say  that  the  mud  should  not  be 
deposited  ? 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  :  No, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  now. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will 
have  remarked  that  this  question  has 
alreadybeen  investigated  in  consequence 
of  his  representations,  and  that  certain 
advantages  have  resulted.  Directions 
have  been  given  to  avoid  certain 
shoals  which  are  important  to  fisher- 
men, and  every  endeavour  will  be 
made,  consistent  with  the  public  ser- 


vice, to  avoid  future  injury  to  th» 
fishermen  he  represents. 

Majok  BASCH  :  If  I  have  the  hon. 
Member's  assurance  that  mud  shall 
not  be  thrown  on  these  sh6als  in 
future,  I  shall  be  glad  to  withdraw  my 
Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  The  noble  Lord  has 
not  answered  my  question  with 
regard  to  money  voted  under  one  head 
and  expended  in  connection  with 
some  other.  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
a  little  explanation. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  quite  accu- 
rately state  the  existing  practice  or 
law.  The  Admiralty  and  War  Office 
both  have  power,  when  they  have  ob- 
tained sanction,  to  apply  to  another 
purpose  a  Vote  obtained  under  a  differ- 
ent head,  but  they  cannot  do  so  on 
their  own  authority.  In  some  cases  it 
is  necessary  to  make  formal  application 
to  the  Treasury,  and  until  sanction  is 
received  no  snch  transfer  is  made. 
I  am  not  aware  in  this  connection  that 
any  reports  have  been  made  on  the 
action  of  the  Admiralty.  The  Auditor 
General,  however,  did  on  one  or  two 
occasions  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
payments  had  sometimes  been  made  a 
httle  in  advance  of  contracts  entered, 
into.  The  hon.  Member  will  observe 
that  in  carrying  out  so  much  bnsinesa 
as  is  connected  with  the  {bdministratim 
of  the  Navy  it  is  impossible  to  meet 
every  want  daring  the  year.  If  un- 
foreseen accidents  occur  it  would  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  expenditure  by 
a  supplementary  sum,  unless  the 
Admiralty  can  meet  it  out  of  other 
sections — a  proceeding  which  doeanot* 
I  think,  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
control  of  public  money  by  the  House. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  I  have  myself  dis- 
tinctly said  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country 
without  sometimes  spending  money  not 
previously  voted.  In  one  case,  I 
should  Uke  to  point  out  that  the 
Treasury  or  the  Auditor  General 
said  that  the  matter  ought  to  have 
been  brought  before  Parliament.  I 
object  to  the  present  system  alto- 
gether,    althongn  I  do  not  object 
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to  the  Government  spending  the 
money  in  cases  of  emergency.  The 
system  is  bad.  If  you  had  to  spend 
this  money,  and  then  brought  it  up  in 
the  fonti  of  a  Supplementary  Vote,  the 
House  of  Commons  could  become 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(U.)  £764.200,  Half-Pay,  Beserved, 
and  Betired  Pay. 

(15.)  £941,600,  Naval  and  Marine 
Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Compas- 
sionate Allowances. 

*(6.0.)  Admibal  field  (Suaaex, 
Eastbourne)  :  I  wish  to  allude  to  one 
or  two  points  upon  which  the  minds  of 
warrant  officers  and  seamen  are  exer- 
cised, and  are  ■  likely  to  be  until  some 
satisfactory  assurance  is  given  by  the 
noble  Lora  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
that  the  matters  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  way  that  is  desired  by  them. 
With  regard  to  the  petty  officers,  let 
me  say  that  their  appeal  to  have  their 
grievances  redressed  has  not  met  with 
that  encouragement  which  I  think  it 
deserves.  One  burning  question  with 
them  is  that,  although  a  seaman  may 
have  served  well  and  faithfully  up  to 
within  one  year  of  the  time  when  he  is 
entitled  to  his  pension,  yet,  unless  he 
can  get  a  character  marked  "very 
good  "  for  the  last  year,  he  is  deprived 
of  his  gratuity  and  part  of  his  pension. 
That  seems  ver?  hara.  What  they  ui^e 
is  that  the  word  *'  good  "  should  be  con- 
sidered suffioieut.  Another  thing  asked 
is  that  when  a  man  is  entitled,  on  the 
completion  of  his  time,  to  a  gratuity, 
and  he  enlists  to  serve  a  further 
period,  it  shall  be  secured  to 
fdm  in  the  same  way  as  his 
pension  is  secured.  I  come  now  to 
the  vexed  question  of  the  chief  petty 
(Peers'  claim  to  have  their  position 
recognised  by  an  increased  pension. 
They  respectrally  urge  the  First  Lord, 
throuf^h  ana  other  hon.  Members 
aoquamted  with  their  position,  to  have 
this  matter  settled  once  for  all.  There 
will  be  no  peace  on  this  matter  unless 
the  First  Lord  assents,  because  they 
have  been  already  encouraged  to  hope 
for  a  recognition  of  their  claim  by 
the  First  Lord,  who  three  years  ago 
said  that  the  matter  had  been  carefuUy 
ooiuidered,  and  that  the  importance  of 


making  a  distinction  in  their  case  was 
fully  recognised.  I  shall,  perhaps,  be 
told  that  there  is  a  difficulty  in  adding 
to  the  pay  or  pensions  of  the  non- 
effective force.  That  seems  to  me  a 
most  insulting  term.  These  men 
are  some  of  the  most  effective 
servants  of  the  Crown.  We  can 
only  get  at  the  Treasury  through  the 
First  Lord,  with  whom  the  decision  of 
the  matter  rests ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
see  his  way  to  gruit  the  concessions 
asked  for.  If  I  luive  the  honour  to  be 
returned  to  this  House  again,  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  press  this  matter  upon  whatever 
Government  may  be  in  power.  Another 
grievance  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  relates  to 
the  divisional  officers  of  the  Coastguard. 
These  men  are  recognised  as  being  on 
the  same  footing  as  warrant  officers, 
but  their  pensions  are  not  awarded  to 
them  on  the  same  principle.  The 
warrant  officers'  pensions  axe  calcu- 
lated on  the  basis  of  £4  for  each  year 
served,  and  30s.  for  each  year  of  sea- 
man's time,  whereas  the  divisional 
officers  of  the  Coastguard  get  only  £1  for 
each  year  of  seaman's  time.  The 
grievance  is  that  this  extra  10s.  is  not 
granted  to  them.  Another  point  is  that 
the  warrant  officers  obtain  an  increase 
of  pay  with  every  five  years  served  ; 
but  the  divisional  officers  of  the  Coast- 
guard get  no  such  increase,  which  is 
very  unfair.  Then  the  seamen  of  the 
Coastguard  have  another  serious  griev- 
ance, masmuch  as  when  they  re-engage 
for  a  further  period  of  service  at  the 
end  of  ten  or  twelve  years  they  are  not 
granted  the  extra  twopence  per  day 
which  is  awarded  to  the  seamen  of 
the  Fleet.  This  matter  should  be 
adjusted  without  delay ;  the  country 
relies  upon  the  Coastguard  Service 
in  time  of  war,  and  uiey  ought  to 
be  treated  in  a  just  manner.  And 
let  me  point  out  that  in  satisfying 
the  divisional  officers  the  House  wiU 
be  satisfying  the  men  below  them,  who 
hope  to  rise  to  their  rank.  AnytMng 
that  tends  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
seamen  of  the  Fleet,  or  to  the  divisional 
officers  of  the  Coastguard,  in  the  way 
of  removing  a  grievance  is,  in  my 
opinion,  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
give  due  consideration  to  these  repre- 
sentations. 


3  A  3 
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Mb.  MOETON  (Peterborough):  I 
agree  to  some  extent  wiUi  the  hon.  and 
f,'allant  Member  (Admiral  Field),  who, 
having  been  defeated  by  the  Salvation 
Army,  has  now  turned  his  attention  to 
the  grievances  of  the  seamen  and 
others. 

.  "Admibal  field  :  We  have  not  been 
<^feated  yet. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  think  it  is  only 
right  that  the  petty  ofBcers  and  others 
who  actually  do  the  work  of  the  Navy 
should  be  properly  paid  and  receive 
fair  and  reasonable  pensions.  But  let 
me  point  oat  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able number  of  admirals,  captains,  and 
others  connected  with  the  Navy  who, 
although  folly  able  to  work,  are  receiv- 
ing large  allowances.  V  think,  if  we 
were  to  reduce  their  allowance — I  will 
liot  say  take  it  away  altogether — we 
lui^t  obtain  in  that  way  a  soffioient 
som  to  recompense  those  men  who 
have  to  do  the  real  work. 

Captain  PRICE:  With  regard  to 
this  question  of  pensions  for  petty 
officers,  I  may  say  that  I  stated  their 
grievances  in  a  letter  to  the  noble  Lord 
a  short  time  ago.  I  only  now  rise  to 
say  that  I  fully  endorse  all  that  has 
been  said  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  (Admiral  Field).  The  matter 
that  has  been  alluded  to  with  refer- 
ence to  the  chief  petty  officers  has 
how  been  before  the  House  fox  a  long 
time,  and  I  think  some  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  should  be  found  without 
further  delay. 

(6.15.)  Lord  GEOBGE  HAMIL- 
TON :  Sir,  I  am  anxious,  as  far  as  I 
can,  to  meet  any  grievance  that  may 
exist  in  the  Service,  and  to  do  justice 
to  all  the  men  employed  in  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet ;  but  when  the  hon. 
Membo:  for  the  Eastbourne  Division 
of  Sussex  ^Admiral  "Field)  lays  down 
the  TOoposition  that  we  should  give 
teti^action  to  all  grades  of  the  Ser- 
vice he  is  making  a  large  demand. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Peterborough 
says  you  ought  to  reduce  the  pensions 
of  admirals  and  captains,  and  so  on, 
In  order  to  pay  seamen  and  petty 
officers  better.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  an  officer  of  any  position  who  does 
not  do  the  actual  work  of  the  Navy, 
and  I  may  remind  him  that  if  there 
is  any  Iwandi  of  the  Service  whose 
pay  is  not  inoreased  it  is  the  executive 


branch.  Let  me  also  say  that  ' 
are  no  retired  officers  who  are  1 
active  work.  If  these  men 
pensions,  it  is  in  consequence  of 
past  service,  and  it  would  be  a  ri&ici 
thing  to  deprive  men  of  pensions 
have  earned,  in  order  to  give  peni 
to  others.  To  go  back  to  the  pro 
tion  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
advanced,  I  may  repeat  that  I  wii 
meet,  with  due  regard  to  fina 
considerations,  all  the  grievance 
any  branch  of  the  Naval  Service, 
us  take  one  of  the  various  grievf 
which  my  hon.  and  gallant  fSrienc 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  < 
mittee.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
petty  officers  are  |Hx>bably  the 
class  whose  pensions  are  not  incn 
when  raised  from  a  lower  g 
Owing  to  that,  they  allege  that 
are  subject  to  a  disqualificatiou  v 
other  branches  of  the  Service 
exempt  from.  But  the  fact  is, 
grade  out  of  which  they  are  chosen 
pension  rules  of  an  exceptionEilly  fa 
able  character.  We  looked  int< 
question  of  their  pensions  carefully 
we  found  it  was  absolutely  impof 
to  increase  them  without  at  the 
time  dealingwith  the  pensions  of  va 
other  grades.  I  may  add  that  if 
one  matter  alone  were  dealt  wil 
the  way  suggested  by  my  hon. 
gallant  Frie^  it  would  add  £40,1 
year  to  the  Pension  Vote.  This 
serious  consideration,  and  I  wai 
point  out  that  in  these  matters  th< 
a  limit  beyond  which  the  Go 
ment  cannot  go.  Wherever 
is  the  slightest  infringement  of 
of  the  conditions  upon  v 
the  men  have  enlisted,  the 
should  act  liberally ;  but  I 
opposed  to  ^vine  a  ready  assent  t 
the  propositions  for  additional  exp 
tnre  for  the  purpose  of  giving  i 
faction  on  all  points.  We  hav 
difficulty  whatever  in  getting  the 
posfflble  class  of  men  for  the  Navy 
that  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
sidering  the  advantages  which 
offered  to  a  well-conducted  lad. 
anyone  compare  the  position  of  va 
lad  at  forty  with  that  which  he  v 
have  held  supposing  him  to 
occupied  the  same  station  in  Ufe  a 
fathOT*  I  think  it  will  be  sem 
the  balance  of  adyantages  is  oom 
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in  favour  of  the  lad  who  enters 
tTavy.  This  question  which  my 
and  gallant  Friend  has  raised  is  a 
t  one,  and  must  be  dealt  with  on 
i&rits.  I  have  had  a  good  many 
tsentatioQS  made  to  me  by  hon. 
tbers  who  represent  dockyard 
I  and  portions  of  sea  counties; 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  they  have 
>e{ore  me  the  claims  of  those  in 
^rvioe  with  great  assiduity.  But 
re  taken  the  best  possible  advice, 

having  looked  disinterestedly 
this  matter,  I  feel  bound  to  teU 
ion.  and  gallant  Friend  that  I  do 
ihink  it  is  possible  to  move  in  the 
ttion  he  has  indicated,  unless  the 
tion  of  naval  pensions  is  dealt 

as  a  whole.  Then  we  might 
Ibly  be  able  to  make  a  little  con- 
on  here  and  there,  but  it  might 
tttended  by  reductions  in  other 
Bcts.  I  know  the  difficulty  in 
ih  my  hon.  Friends  find  themselves 
that  an  election  is  approaching  in 
ih  these  questions  will,  in  certain 
ities,  assume  undue  prominence, 
I  wish  to  impress  plainly  upon 
1  my  own  opinion,  which  is,  that 
»t  mistake  will  be  made — whoever 
1  ofifice — if  they  think  that  by 
pressore  of  a  General  Election 
B  concessions  can  be  made.  There  is 
ther  wish  on  the  part  of  the  House 
I  to  deal  liberally  with  the  Navy, 
each  question  must  be  argued  on 
wn  merits,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
onable  for  the  House  to  give  its 
nt  to  propositions  of  the  kind  ad- 
led  by  my  non.  and  gallant  Friend, 
of  which  involves  an  increased  ex- 
litnre  of  £40,000  a  year,  without 
ing  with  the  whole  question  in  the 
I  have  indicated. 

DHUtAL  FIELD :  I  should  like  to 
the  ^rst  Ijord  whether  any  decision 
been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the 
Drt  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  old- 
pensions  at  Greenwich  Hospital? 
ORD  GEOBGE  HAMILTON  :  My 
and  gallant  Friend  in  his  speech 
led  to  the  present  rules,  which  re- 
s  the  character  of  chief  petty 
ers  for  the  last  year  of  service  to  be 
ked  "  very  good,"  in  order  to  ensure 
full  pension.  I  omitted  to  refer  to 
point,  bat  I  think  that  is  a  matter 
ght  look  into.  With  regard  to  the 
kge  pensions  at  Greenwich  Hos- 


pital, I  may  say  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  interpretation  of 
the  conditions  was  referred  interpreted 
them  in  a  sense  favourable  to  the  pen- 
sioners, and  I  feel  we  are  bound  to  giTe 
effect  to  their  recommendations.  The 
first  proposal  respecting  the  payment  of 
£5,000  per  annum  rent  for  Greenwich 
College  will  be  oarried  into  effect  at 
once,  and  that  will  be  an  indication 
of  the  spirit  in  which  we  propose  to 
deal  with  the  pensioners,  but  the  other 
will  require  legislation,  and  cannot  be 
carried  out  this  year.  It  will,  however^ 
be  soon  taken  in  hand,  and  then  I 
believe  this  long-standing  controversy 
as  to  these  pensions  will  be  set  at  rest. 
'^Adhibal  field  :  I  wish  to  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  (^posite  that  I  am 
entir^y  free  from  all  dockyard  and 
penuoners'  pressure.  What  I  have 
said  I  have  said  as  an  honest  man,  and 
not  from  any  ulterior  motives. 

Mb.  MORTON :  I  gathered  from  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  that  there  were  no 
officers  in  the  Navy  who  were  not  at  work . 
I  should  like  to  ask  if  that  is  the  fact  ? 
Are  there  no  men,  like  Prince  Henry  of 
Battenbei^,  for  instance,  who  do  no 
fighting  ? 

LoBD  GEOBGE  HAMILTON:  Heis 
not  in  the  Navy,  neither  does  he  draw 
any  pay. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

16.  £313,700,  Civil  Pensions  And 
Gratuities. 

17.  £60,300,  Additional  Naval  Force 
for  Service  in  Australasian  Waters. 

Mr.  MOBTON  :  I  do  not  know  if 
we  get  this  money  back  again  or  not, 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  how  the  matter  stands. 

LoBD  GEOBGE  HAMILTON:  I 
do  not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
Member  of  this  House  at  the  time  the 
Act  dealing  with  this  matter  was 
passed.  The  arrangement  was  simply 
this : — We  undertook  to  build  a  certain 
number  of  vessels  at  a  cost  of  £850,000, 
which  were,  for  ten  years,  to  be  in 
Australasian  waters,  and  the  Austra- 
lasian Colonies  undertook  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  their  repair  and  maintenance 
during  that  time.  They  also  agreed  to 
pay  five  per  cent  interest  on  the  cost  of 
construction,  which  sum  amonnted  to 
£35,000.    In    order  to    repay  the 
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£860,000  which  was  advanced  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  an  annuity  of 
£95,000  was  added  to  the  Navy 
Estimates  for  twelve  years  ;  but  there 
is  an  appropriation  in  aid  against  that 
which  reduces  the  net  amount  charge- 
able upon  the  Navy  Votes  to  £60,000. 
Last  year  the  amount  we  had  to  pay  in 
the  form  of  annuity  was  considerably 
less  than  £95,000,  because  the  amount 
toha^ed  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  had 
not  reached  the  maximum  of  £850,000. 
This  year  the  annuity  is  oaJcalated  on 
the  whole  amount,  which  accounts  for 
the  increase  of  £25,600.  The  arrange- 
ment with  the  Colonies  is  one  beneficial 
to  both  parties.  For  ten  years  they 
^et  additional  protection,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period  the  vessels 
come  back  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

StJPPLT-CIVIL  SBRVICE8  AND  RE- 
VENUE DEPARTMENTS,  189^ 

Class  I. 

(18.)  £60,643,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Boyal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens. 

.  Mb.  MOBTON:  I  should  like  to 
express  my  opinion  that  these  parks 
should  be  given  up  to  the  London 
County  Council,  to  be  managed  by 
them  at  the  expense  of  London.  I  do 
not  see  why  they  should  be  charged  to 
the  country.  At  all  events,  I  think 
they  ought  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  London  County  Council,  and 
managed  by  them  in  the  interests  of 
the  people.  I  will  not,  however,  pro- 
ceed with  that  question  now,  because  I 
do  not  believe  it  could  be  properly 
discussed. 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  As  we  have  now 
reached  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  convenient  if  I  were 
to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  view 
which  is  held  on  this  side  of  the  House 
as  to  the  course  which  should  be 
pursued.  I  must  say,  first,  that  we 
very  deeply  r^ret  that  these  Estimates 
should  not  have  been  brought  forward 
at  a  very  much  earlier  period  of  the 
'Session,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  them,  especially  as  that  dis- 
cussion has  been  promised  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years.    But  we  must 

Lord  George  Hamilton 


recognise  the  facts  as  they  are,  and 
evident  to  everyone  in  the  House  i 
at  this  period  of  the  Session  it  m 
be  absolutely  impossible  for  ns.el 
tively  or  satisfactorily  to  criticise 
Civil  Service  Estimates.  The  aJ 
natives  are  that  we  must  either  dist 
them  in  a  very  perfunctory  way  i 
no  practical  results,  or  at  once  recog 
that  they  must  be  passed  through 
year  with  the  hope  that  next  year  i 
may  be  adequately  and-  fully 
cussed.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  posf 
to  do  in  1892  what  was  done  in  18^ 
namdy,  to  take  a  Vote  on  Acooont 
postpone  the  discussion  of  the  ( 
Service  Estimates  until  the  new  Fa 
ment  met.  But  that  was  not  found  t 
sati^actory  in  1886.  The  new  Pa 
ment  was  quite  as  anxious  to  get  thrc 
the  Estimates  as  quickly  as  posE 
as  the  Parliament  that  expired  vr< 
have  been.  My  own  opinion,  if  I 
suggest  it  to  my  Friends  on  this 
of  the  House,  is  that  we  should  ac 
the  circumstances  and  pass  the  i 
Service  Estimates,  reserving  the  i 
to  discuss  them  on  a  future  oocu 
This  year,  owii^  to  oiroumstancei 
which  this  House  is  not  respons 
it  is  impossible  at  this  period  of 
Session,  and  it  would  be  equally 
possible  at  the  commencement  ( 
later  Session  in  the  autumn,  to  gi^ 
the  Civil  Service  Estimates  that  exi 
nation  which  they  very  much  need, ; 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  I  think 
should  afford  to  the  Government  a 
facility  to  wind  up  that  part  of  t 
work. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HOLDEN  (Wals 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  shi 
have  liked  to  have  had  certain  expl 
tions,  both  in  regard  to  this  Vote 
some  others.  It  seems  to  me,  so 
as  I  have  gone  through  these  Estimi 
that  they  are  most  unsatisfactory, 
if  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  wa 
which  the  Estimates  are  preparec 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  tl 
that  miUions  of  money  might  be  » 
to  the  country.  I  think  it  is  our  i 
to  give  very  careful  attention  to 
matter  of  expenditure,  and  it  is  to 
very  unsatisfactory  to  find  that  we 
not  going  to  discuss  the  Estim 
properly  and  effectively. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  I  should  like  tc 
that  I  quite  j^eewith  the  right  ] 
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leman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
pton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  but  I 
much  regret  that  it  is  impossible 
18  to  consider  these  Estimates  pro- 
'  at  the  present  moment.  It  has 
ya  been  understood  that  the  great 
:  of  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
mens  is  to  carefully  criticise  the 
nates  whatever  Government  hap- 
d  to  be  in  power.  I  have  no  doubt 
>uld  criticise  these  Estimates  as  well 
^  in  an  Autumn  Session,  and 
ifore  I  agree  that  it  is  advisable  to 
lem  go  through  as  quickly  as  pos- 
.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  is 
ssary  for  us  to  ask  some  questions, 
ose  we  are  shortly  going  to  our 
tituents,  and  we  ought  to  be  in  a 
aon  to  answer  any  queations  which 
be  addressed  to  us.  But  I  do  not 
id  to  in  any  way  unnecessarily 
py  the  time  of  the  House. 

B.  JAMES  ELUS  (Leicestershke, 
vorth) :  I  believe  there  is  a  general 
-ession  in  the  country  that  these 
mates  will  never  be  thoroughly 
bauled  until  they  are  taken  in  hand 
he  two  Front  Benches.  Private 
ibers  may  struggle  in  vain,  but 
cannot  find  their  way  through 
1,  and  the  time  will  come  when  the 
lie  will  demand  that  the  two 
it  Benches  shall  take  them  in 
i. 

B.  HOLDEN:  I  differ  enturely, 
Coortney,  from  my  hon.  Briend 

has  just  sat  down.  I  think  the 
Front  Benches  should  be  excluded 
lis  matter,  and  I  am  confident  that 
&te  Members,  if  they  only  give  snf- 
Dt  time  and  thought  to  it  will  be 

to  effect  a  very  considerable 
og  of  money  to  the  country. 

3te  agreed  to. 

40.)  19.  £25,125,  to  complete  the 
for  Houses  of  Parliament  Build- 

:r.  MOBTON  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
such  a  large  sum  of  money  is  pro- 
id  to  be  ^ent  on  the  House  of 
is.   That  House  is  very  little  used, 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  it 
ts    Te*Beating.     I    think  ^t 
a  waste  of   money.     I  notice 
there  is  a  reduction  of  £350  in  the 
unt  paid  for  oil  lamps ;  but  no  in- 
tatioD  is  given  with  r^;ard  to  the 


contract,  and  I  am  afraid  that  an 
immense  amount  of  money  is  wasted 
overtheselamps.  Then,  again,  although 
we  have  voted  a  larger  sum  this  year 
for  the  electric  light  a  larger  sum  is 
asked  for  the  supply  of  gas.  That 
certainly  seems  rat&r  extraordinary. 

Db.  FABQUHABSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  for  an 
explanation  of  an  item  of  a  rather 
mysterious  character  which  appears 
under  this  Vote.  I  have  heard  of 
repairing  a  table  or  a  chair,  or  of 
repairing  a  cart,  but  I  never  heard  the 
word  used  in  connection  with  works  of 
Art.  There  is  a  sum  of  £250  for  re- 
pairing frescoes  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  repairs,  and  whether  they 
are  likely  to  be  successful  ? 
*The  first  CGMMISSIONBE  op 
W0BK8  (Mr.  Plunket,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  must  admit  that "  repairs  '*  is 
not  the  most  accurate  term  that  could 
have  been  used.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot, 
at  the  moment,  give  a  full  scientific 
explanation  of  the  processes  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose,  but  we  have 
taken  the  best  advice  that  could  be  got, 
and  the  object  is  to  preserve  those 
valuable  frascoes,  which  are  still  in 
good  condition.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Peter- 
borough (Mr,  Morton),  he  must  know 
very  well  that  there  is  a  very  elaborate 
style  of  decoration  in  the  House  of 
Lords  which  needs  from  time  to  time 
to  be  repaired.  These  decorations 
have  not  been  repaired  for  some  time, 
and  they  stand  very  badly  in  need  of  it. 
The  time  has  now  come,  I  think 
he  will  admit,  when  it  is  ne< 
cessary  that  this  expense  should 
be  incurred,  or  the  whole  of  these 
decorations  will  be  seriously  injured. 
I  confess  it  does  seem  extraordinfu^ 
that  while  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  charge  for  electric  lighting  there 
should  also  be  a  large  charge  for  oil 
lamps ;  but,  as  hon.  Members  know,  the 
electric  light  has  not  yet  reached  that 
part  of  these  buildings  where  the 
greatest  number  of  these  oil  lamps  are 
used — that  is  to  say,  the  Committee 
Booms  and  residences  attached  to  the 
House.  It  is  in  those  p^s  of  the 
House  that  oil  lamps  are  most  used,  and 
as  the  electric  light  pushes  its  way  into 
other  parts  of  the  House  we  may 
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reasonably  expect  the  charge  for  oil 
lamps  will  be  reduced.  With  respect  to 
the  mcreased  cha^  for  gas,  I  may  say 
that  just  as  the  Estimates  were  being 
sdttled  we  received  a  notice  from  the 
Gas  Company  to  the  effect  that  they 
would  be  compelled  to  increase  the 
charge  for  gas  by,  I  think,  about  eight 
per  cent.,  and  that  accounts  for  the 
mcrease  in  the  Estimates.  I  may  fdso 
say  that  a  very  large  amount  of  gas 
was  used  during  the  short  winter  days 
before  the  House  sat  in  making  the 
alterations  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee which  sat  last  Session  on  the 
ventilation  of  the  House.  These  ex- 
penses have  not  yet  been  met,  and 
they  are  included  in  this  Estimate. 

Mb.  MOBTOM:  mat  about  the 
seats  in  the  House  of  Lords  ? 
*Mb.  PLUNEET:  The  benches  are 
in  such  a  condition  that  they  require 
re-seating. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  do  not  object  to 
the  House  of  Lords  being  kept  in 
order,  because  it  may  be  wanted  some 
day.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that  I  could  see  for  myself , 
that  these  repairs  were  necessary. 
I  hardly  know  where  the  House 
of  Lords  is,  and  it  is  curious 
to  note  that  when  people  come 
up  from  the  country  ihsy  ask  where 
the  House  of  Commons  is,  but  they 
never  ask'  for  the  House  of  Lords. 
They  take  no  interest  in  it.  With 
respect  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
House,  I  may  say  that  since  the  warm 
weather  set  in  I  have  heard  a  large 
number  of  complaints  of  bad  smells. 
I  should  like  to  know  if  ever3iihing 
has  been  done  that  can  be  done  to  put 
the  House  in  a  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  how  it  is  that  bad  sm^s 
eonstuitly  find  their  way  into  the 
House  from  the  east  end  ?  Within  the 
last  few  weeks  these  smells  have  been 
very  bad,  and  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  is  now  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  told  me  that  he  felt  quite  faint 
in  consequence.  I  think  this  matter 
should  be  inquired  into. 

Db.  FABgUHABSON :  As  I  had 
the  honour  of  serving  on  the  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  mto  the  sanitary 
etmdition  ot  tius  House,  I  may  say 
that  the  drainage  is  completely  cut  off 
{rom  the  main  drainage  outside,  so 
that  nothing  of  a  bad  oharaeter  can 

Mr.  Plunket 


do,  Bsthnates, 

find  its  way  through  the  sewers 
this  House.    I  think  some  of 
smells  in  the  Corridor  arise  from 
maohinery  whit^  has  been  dev. 
for  keeping  out  bad  smells.  Somi 
the  antiseptics  do  smell  very  stn 
but  they  are  not  unhealthy.  It  u  q 
evident  from  the   position  of 
House    that    occasionally  a 
smell   may  penetrate  from  outs 
We  draw  nearly  all    the  air 
the  House  from   the  terrace, 
it  goes  without  saying  that  the  aii 
the  House  cannot,  therefore,  be  pi 
than  it  is  in  the  reservoir  from  wl 
it  is  drawn.    As  lu>n.  Members  kn 
barges  pass  up  and  down  the  ri 
from  wmoh  now  and  again  we  may 
an  odour  that  is  nnplisasant.  Bt 
do  state — and  I  am  sure  the  r^ht  1: 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket)  will  bear 
out — that  the  drainage  of  this  Honi 
absolutely  perfect. 

Mb.  EDWABD  HOLDEN:  Ish< 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemi 
he  has  noticed  the  condition  of 
frescoes  on  the  way  to  the  Commi 
Booms  ?  They  are  in  a  very  bad  st 
but  I  do  not  see  anything  in 
Estimates  referring  to  them. 
«MB.PLtTNK£T:  Wehavefrequei 
considered  the  condition  of 
frescoes.  They  are,  nnfortunatdy, 
vei^  bad  state,  and  whether  it 
owing  to  some  infirmity  in  t 
original  construction  or  whatever  wai 
cause,  we  have  been  unable  to  ar 
the  process  of  decay,  and  some  of  th 
I  regret  to  say,  have  got  beyond  re< 
With  respect  to  the  sanitary  condi 
of  the  House,  I  entirely  adopt  ev 
thing  that  was  said  by  the  hon.  M 
her  for  Aberdeenshire  fDr.  Farquhan 
with  respect  to  the  uieoretical  per 
tion  of  the  drainage.  Ewry  sn^esi 
that  has  been  made  that  was  considf 
to  be  an  improvement  on  the  svstei 
drainage  has  been  adopted.  tVe  h 
no  means  of  getting  better  air  than 
can  get  on  the  terrace,  and  it  is  evid 
that  we  must  occasionally  get  unpleai 
odours  from  passing  barges.  1 
cannot  be  prevented,  but  every  posa 
care  has  heea  taken  to  prevent  iniuii 
exhalations  getting  into  the  Hoi 
The  drainage  has  been  complei 
isolated;  it  has  no  connection  wl 
ever  with  the  sewers  of  the  neighbc 
hood,  Kud  is  aa  nearly  perfect  « 
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Vote  agreed  to. 


I  made.  Some  oomplainta,  very 
are  reached  me  during  the  last 
eeka.  I  repeat  that  erer^hing 
sen  done  that  teemed  poBsiUe  to 
tt  the  escape  of  bad  smellB.  IE 
rther  suggestion  ^otild  be  made 
I  be  very  glad  to  consider  it,  bat 
ouse  may  rest  assured  that  this 
best-drained  and  best-ventilated 
ig  in  London. 

MOETON:  I  should  like  to 

if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Plunket)  has  been  down  the 
I  to  see  for  himself  what  is  the 
ion  of  things  ?  The  hon.  Member 
jerdeenshire  (Dr.  Farqnharson) 
Bed  to  me  that  he  has  not  been 
the  sewers.  I  have  been  down, 
an  invitation  from  the  engineers 
the  works  were  done  about  four 
Ehgo.  and  I  am  not  satisfied  that  it 
ossible  for  bad  smells  to  get  back 
he  House.  I  dare  say  I  know 
about  the  subject  than  the  right 
rentleman,  and  I  should  like  an 
laking  from  him  that  he  will  go 
the  manhole  and  see  for  himself, 
red  no  salary  from  the  House  to 
Iter  the  businesB,  and  as  he  is  a 
ficer  I  am  sure  he  should  not 
to  see  into  the  matter. 
CEILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  should 

call  the  attention  of  the  right 
H-entleman  to  the  fact  that  the 
1  the  old  smoke  room  are  out  of 
and  will  not  ring.   I  think  we 

have  electric  bells  in  the  old 
room  as  there  are  in  the  new. 


22.  £21,809,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Art  and  Science  Buildings,  Great 
Britain. 


Db.  FARQUHABSON:  I  am  un- 
willing to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  this  is  a  matter  of  some 
importance.  Several  questions  have 
been  asked  with  respect  to  the 
arrangements  '  for  Science  and  Art 
teaching  at  South  Kensington,  and  I 
think  it  is  time  that  better  accommo- 
dation should  be  provided.  I  observe 
in  the  Estimates  an  item  of  £50,000  for 
extension  of  buildings,  and  I  should, 
like  to  know  whether  that  is  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  extension  of  the  buildings, 
now  used  for  the  purposes  of  Soienoe 
and  Art  teaching,  or  whether  it  is  to  go 
for  what  I  must  consider  a  much  less- 
useful  object — the  erection  of  an  Art 
Galleiy  which  I  believe  will  eventually 
cost  about  half  a  million,  and  we  have: 
nothing  very  particular  to  put  into  it.. 
The  claims  of  science  teaching  are- 
realised,  and  I  have  been  told  over 
and  over  again  in  reply  to  questions 
that  the  matter  was  under  consideration. 
I  hope  now  that  something  has  been  done,, 
and  I  hope  very  shortly  to  see  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  teaching  of  science- 
The  science  teaching  is  now  being 
carried  on  in  most  wretched  premises. 
I  should  like  to  refer  specially  to  the- 
astronomical  department,  the  work  of 
which  is  being  carried  on  tmder  con- 
ditions  which  would  astound  hon* 
Members  if  they  could  see  them.  It 
is  in  ramshackle  buildings,  more  like 
the  caravans  of  a  travelling  managerie- 
than  anything  else.  I  am  told  that  the 
instruments,  many  of  which  are  of  a 
delicate  and  costly  nature,  have  to  be 
carried  from  one  building  to  another,, 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and  that  they 
get  shaken  up,  put  out  of  gear,  and 
sometimes  destroyed.  This  is  not 
creditable  to  a  country  which  has  done- 
so  much  to  advance  scientific  teaching. 
I  shall  be  ^ad  to  hear  that  steps  wiH 
shortly  be  taken  to  put  it  on  a  better 
footing.  I  think  before  buildings  are 
erected  on  a  large  scale  the  subject 
should  be  considered  by  a  Committee,, 
on  which  there  should  be  representa- 
tives of  the  science  staff,  so  that  their 
wants  and  wishes  may  be  known.  In 
the  past  there  has  been  too  much  dia- 


PLUNKET :  I  will  inquire  into 

atter. 

I  agreed  to. 

£30,200,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
ilty,  Extension  of  Buildings. 

£38,946,  to  com^te  the  sum  for 
[aneous  Legal  Buildings,  Great 
I. 

MOETON :  I  see  that  under 
>te  a  sum  is  charged  with  respect 
new  Wandsworth  Police  Court, 
told  that  has  been  built  on  a 
lid  site  when  a  freehold  site 
have  been  obtained.  I  should 
know  how  that  is. 
PLUNKET:  I  am  unable  to 

that  question  now,  but  I  will  en- 
r  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Report  stage. 
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regard  of  the  wants  and  the  wishes  of 
ihe  staff  by  the  Department. 
^  *Me.  PLUNKET  :  The  sum  of  £5.000 
Is  only  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
temporary  accommodation  for  certain 
objects  of  art  and  science  which  it  is 
necessary  to  remove  from  their  former 
home  to  make  room  for  the  building 
we  are  preparing  for  the  housing  of  art 
'Objects  in  the  future.  The  Science 
•and  Art  Department  have,  I  have 
no  doubt,  taken  all  the  advice  neces- 
soEy,  and  they  have  made  proposals 
wmch  are  now  being  considered  by 
the  Treasury.  As  soon  as  the  Treasury 
3uTe  come  to  a  conclusion,  my  Depart- 
ment will  come  on  the  scene,  and  we 
will  do  our  very  best  to  carry  out  the 
jiroposals  of  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  as  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury.  We  have  in  the  meantime 
in  the  New  Cross  liallery  and  the 
•other  galleries  a  certain  amount  of 
■space  to  devote  to  the  pressing  necesu- 
ties  of  science. 

Db.  FAEQUHABSON  :  May  I  ask 
'nrhether  the  Science  staff  have  been 
•consulted  as  to  the  extent  and  kind  of 
acoommodation  required.  Unless  they 
have  been  consulted,  the  buildings  may 
not  meet  their  requirements. 

•Mb.  PLUNKET:  I  beUeve  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  have 
•congolted  all  those  best  able  to  advise 
.them  on  the  matter. 

Vote  a^^ed  to. 

23.  £23,114,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Dipknnatic  and  Consular  Buildings. 

24.  £230,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Bevenne  Department  Buildings,  Great 
Britain. 

25.  £124,015,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Public  Buildings,  Great  Britain. 

26.  £142,110,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

De.  TANNEB:  It  was  understood 
when  the  House  adjourned  that  all 
the  Irish  Votes  should  be  held  over  till 
Monday,  when  the  Irish  Members  were 
.to .  be  m  their  places.  I  think  very 
much  might  be  said  on  this  question  as 
Afifeoting  Ireland.  I  see  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  has  come  into  the 
House,  and  I  will  appeal  to  him  whether 
he  is  going  to  carry  out  the  pledge 
which  I  understood  was  given  on 
Triday. 

Dr.  Farqulutrson 


The  FIEST  LOBD  op  the  T 
SUBT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauoub, 
Chester,  E.) :  I  have  no  reooUecti 
the  pledge  to  which  the  faon. 
tleman  refers.  If  any  snch  p 
was  given,  of  coarse,  it  will  be  ad 
to.  I  did  say  that  the  Irish  Edut 
Bill  should  not  be  taken  before  Mo 
and  doubtless  that  is  what  was  : 
hon.  Member's  mind.  But  I  s 
be  very  much  surprised  if  the 
Member  can  find  any  words  of 
which  would  bear  the  constructi 
has  put  upon  them.  I  rather  gat 
from  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  said  this  e\ 
that  he  would  not  be  at  all  avei 
seeing  the  Irish  Estimates  got  tb 
with  all  possible  despatch  in  orde 
we  might  end  up  the  Session 
early  date. 

Db.  TANNEB :  I  distinctly  x 
stood  that  the  Irish  Members  w 
be  in  their  places  on  Monday  to  d 
these  Estimates.  It  is  only  a  qu 
of  two  days. 

(7.10.)  Mb.  ABTHUB  O'COl 
(Donegal,  E.) :  In  connection 
the  Ordinance  Survey  there 
an  article  in  the  Tim^  a 
or  two  ago  dealing  with  the  w 
,  the  Department.  I  should  like 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Tr< 
(Sir  John  Gorst)  whether  his  att 
has  been  directed  to  that  article, 
article,  which  appears  to  be  by  a 
rival,  refers  to  the  four  miles  i 
inch  map,  and  says  that  it  is  < 
is  worthless,  and  that  an^  mem 
the  public  would  be  nnvnae  to 
two  shillings  on  a  single  sheet 
for  the  amusement  which  woi 
caused  by  the  errors  in  the  ma 
alleged  that  the  map  was  based 
Survey  of  1803,  which  was  revi 
1823,  and  that  all  that  has  beei 
in  the  present  issue  is  to  add  c 
railway  lines.  The  article  wa 
dently  written  by  someone  with 
siderable  amount  of  detailed 
authoritative  knowledge.  It  sai 
many  parishes  were  represffliti 
having  roads  which  were  abc 
years  ago,  and  that  new  roads  w< 
marked.  Local  Authorities  wh< 
likely  to  rely  on  the  map  would, 
fore,  find  it  perfectly  worthies 
misleading.  If  these  aliegatioi 
true  it  would  be  interesting  to 
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V  maoh  money  has  been  spent  on 
map,  and  who  are  the  authorities 
ponsible  for  the  issue  of  it.  If  the 
jgations  are  well  foimded  the  state 
things  is  such  that  the  Treasury 
;ht  to  overhaul  the  Department,  and 
who  is  responsible  for  the  waste  of 
le  and  ifioney,  and  the  misleading 
Lracter  of  the  map.  I  ask  the  Finan- 
I  Secretary  if  he  knows  anything  of 
I  matter. 

[?HB  PBESIDBNT  OF  thb  BOABB 
AGBICULTUBE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
icolnshire,  Sleaford) :  My  attention 
I  not  been  drawn  to  this  article,  and 
m  afraid  I  cannot  reply  to  the  ques- 
Q  of  the  hon.  Member.  I  certainly 
70  not  seen  it,  and  this  is  the  first 
lasion  on  which  I  have  heard  of  it. 
nderstand  the  hon.  Member  to  say 
it  it  appeared  a  few  days  ago,  during 
I  holidays,  and  that  would  account 
my  not  having  seen  it.  The  Board 
Agricoltmre  is  responsible  for  the 
icy  of  the  Survey  Department  at  the 
sent  time,  and  the  maps  are  pro- 
»d  under  its  direction ;  but  it  is 
vs  to  me  that  any  map  of  the 
icription  the  hon.  Member  speaks  of 
I  been  produced. 

kiB.  O'CONNOE:  Then  we  have 
88  blunders,  waste  of  time,  serious 
tgations,  in  what  is  regarded  as  an 
lUoritative  journal,  on  the  produc- 
18  of  a  certain  Department,  and 
an  the  Vote  for  the  Department 
aes  on  there  is  no  one  on  uie  Trea- 
y  Bench  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
igations.  It  is  the  question  of  a 
p  of  the  whole  country  on  the  scale 
'our  miles  to  the  inch.  I  am  bound 
lay  I  was  startled  by  the  allegations 
itained  in  the  article,  and  thought 
y  seemed  to  be  written  by  some 
le  rival.  But  it  is  extraordinary 
t  the  Minister  who  emphatically 
8  he  is  responsible  for  the  publics- 
18  of  the  Department  is  obliged  to 
nit  that  he  has  not  seen  the  article 
L  knows  nothing  about  the  pablica- 
1  referred  to.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
ot  unreasonable  that  the  Vote  should 
postponed  till  the  Minister  has  been 
i  to  look  into  the  matter.  A  sum 
»7,800  is  taken  for  the  Department, 
i  if  the  attack  is  warranted  a  con- 
irable  portion  of  that  sum  ought  to 
withheld  till  the  responsibiUty  is 


The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham^ :  I 
think  it  is  unreasonable  of  the  hon. 
Member  to  come  here  and  say  that  an 
article  has  appeared  in  a  newspaper 
attacking  the  issue  of  a  certain  map  if 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  specify  the 
map  referred  to.  This  matter  has 
already  received  the  attention  of  the 
House  this  Session.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Eccles  (Mx.  Boby)  called  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  a  Departmental 
Committee  is  now  sitting,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  inquire  into  any  concrete  allega- 
tion which  may  be  made.  But  a 
general  statement  that  a  map  is  worth- 
less can  hardly  be  considered  by  them, 

Mb.  O'CONNOR:  The  Financial 
Secretary  knows  perfectly  well  that 
the  Committee  is  to  deal  with  matter 
totally  distinct  from  the  question  of 
the  production  of  maps.  It  is  to  deal 
with  the  civil  employees  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  distinct  from  the  military 
employees.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  I  am  unreasonable  because  I 
challenge  the  work  of  the  Department 
as  a  publishing  Department.  I  beUeve 
the  civil  employees  are  underpaid  and 
grudgingly  treated  as  to  leave  ;  but  my 
allegation  is  that  the  direction  of  the 
Department  is  bad,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  it  faulty,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  overhauled  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  or  by  the  Ti'easury 
itself.  Money  is  wasted  the 
Department  in  the  production 
of  maps  which  are  utterly  worth- 
less. What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  Committee  on  the  status  and  privi- 
leges of  the  civil  employees  of  the 
Department  ?  The  Financial  Secretary 
knows  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
that  Committee. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  cannot  admit  the 
accaracy  of  the  allegations  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  made.  I  can  now 
give  him  some  information  as  to  the 
duties  of  that  Committee,  and  I  think 
he  will  find  the  reference  sufficiently 
wide  to  embrace  the  question  to  which 
he  referred.  The  reference  is  to  inquire 
and  report  upon  the  present  condition 
of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  and  specially 
to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken 
to  expedite  the  completion  and  publi- 
cation of  the  new  one-inch  map ;  what 
further  arrangements  should  be  made 
for  the  continuous  revision  and  speedy 
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publication  of  maps ;  and  whether  the 
m^ps  as  at  present  issued  satisfy  the 
Treasonable  requirements  of  the  pubho 
Sft  regards  style,  execution,  and  form, 
r  think  the  hon.  Member  will  see  that 
that  is  a  very  wide  reference,  and  what- 
ever may  be  the  shortcomings  of  the 
Department,  or  the  neglect  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  the  performance 
ofits  duties  with  regard  to  that  Depart- 
ment, that  category  contains  subjects 
which,  if  they  are  fully  inquired  into, 
will  cover  any  defects  which  may 
exist. 

(7.30).  Mb.  sexton  :  Mr.  Court- 
ney, I  beg  to  move  that  you  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  I 
put  some  questions  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasuiy  this  afternoon,  on  the 
subject  of  Irish  business,  and  in  view 
oE  what  he  then  stated  I  am  surprised 
to  find  the  Committee  now  engaged  on 
this  Vote,  which  involves  expenditure 
in  connection  with  the  Administration 
of  the  Land  Acts  in  Ireland.  I  am 
still  more  surprised  to  learn  from  my 
faoD.  Friend  near  me  (Dr.  Tanner)  that 
ttnne  controversy  has  been  raised 
between  him  and  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  as  to  whether  Irish  busi- 
ness should  be  taken  before  Monday 
next.  I  was  careful  to  adopt  the 
course,  before  the  House  adjourned  for 
the  Becess,  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  how  soon  after  the  holi- 
days he  proposed  to  proceed  with  Irish 
business,  and  his  reply  was :  Not  before 
Monday  next.  The  Irish  Members  are 
now  almost  entirely  absent  from  the 
House.  While  we  do  not  intend  to 
discuss  the  Irish  Estunates,  or  any 
other  business  this  Session,  at  undue 
or  even  at  substantial  length,  I  think 
in  the  first  place  that  when  a  certain 
engagement  is  made  it  should  be 
carried  out ;  and  in  the  second  place 
that  it  is  not  seemly  that  the  financial 
business  of  the  year  should  be  carried 
on  in  the  absence  of  the  Irish  Members. 
I  wish  to  read  the  following  extract 
ixom  the  Times  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  2nd  of  June : — 

"  lUSH  BvsniBBS.— Hr.  Bezton  wked  bow 
■Don  Irish  btuiaeu  would  be  taken  after  the 
kolidays.  Mr.  Balfour:  I  ahftU  not  take  it 
Iwfore  the  first  Monday  alter  the  Recess." 

I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  there  is  no  intention  or  desire  on 
Our  part   to  prolong  discussion  in 

Mr.  Chaplin 
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Committee  either  now  or  on  lU 
next ;  but  we  claim  the  fulfilm 
the  engagementi  and  if  the  righ 
Gentleman  proposes,  notwithst 
that  engagement,  to  oompel  ns  ti 
upon  the  discussion  of  Lrish  Vo 
I  can  say  is  that  such  of  us  as  ai 
will  feel  it  our  business,  as  tl 
method  to  adopt,  to  give  our  atl 
to  English  and  Scotch  Votes,  t 
as  to  Irish  Votes. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestioi 

g)Bed»  "  That  the  Chairman  do 
rogress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  i 
— (Mr.  Sexton.) 

(7.31.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR 
stated  in  the  short  conversation 
occurred  between  the  hon.  Mem 
Mid  Cork  and  myself  I  have  no 
tion  of  breaking  in  the  letter  oi 
s^t  any  engagement  entere 
either  with  the  msh  Members  < 
body  else ;  and  my  own  imp 
was  that,  so  far  as  I  could  re 
my  own  intention  at  the  time  w 
no  Irish  business  other  than 
should  be  taken  before  Monda; 
The  hon.  Member  has  quoted  fr 
Times  report,  but  I  think  that  d 
give  a  correct  account  of  what 
on  the  sobject.  But  if  the  hon 
ber's  own  personal  recollection 
words  I  used  on  the  occasion  oi 
the  aoouracyof  the  Times  repoii 
Mb.  SE^ON  :  Certainly ;  thi 
report  is  quite  correct. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  My  own  n 
tion  is  that  I  was  referring  to  th 
Education  Bill  and  other  matters 
should  not  be  taken  before  % 
next ;  but  of  course,  if  that 
recollection  of  the  hon.  Memb* 
if  I  was  understood  to  give  an  t 
ment  on  the  subject,  I  shall  ni 
any  Irish  Vote  before  Monday  r 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Vote  agreed  to. 

27.  £23,909,  to  complete  the  ( 
Harbours  in  the  United  Kingdo 
Lighthouses  Abroad  under  the  £ 
Trade. 

28.  £24.870,  to  complete  the  i 
Peterhead  Harbour. 

29.  £5,000,  Caledonian  Canal 

30.  £137,058,  to  complete  tl 
for  Bates  on  Government  Prope 
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Glass  II. 
£27*269,  to  complete  the  sam  for 
[cose  of  Lords  Omoea. 

10.  )  Mb.  MORTON  :  So  far  as 
eal  work  is  concerned  the  money 
<  apon  the  HooBe  of  Lords  is 
ately  wasted.  Since  the  introdnc- 
of  Free  Education  the  people  are 
ning  to  take  an  intelligent  interest 
Dw  the  money  of  the  country  is 

or  rather  in  how  it  is  wasted, 
they  are  especially  asking  for  in- 
^tion  as  to  the  expenses  with 
d  to  the  HoQse  of  Lords.  If  the 
rs  of  the  House  of  Lords  are  only 
jrly  paid,  I  think  we  very  much 
rpay  the  officers  of  the  House  of 
mons,  especially  you.  Sir.  The 
will  come  when  we  shall  honestly 
spriate  the  expenses  connected 

thesie  matters;  and  then  we 
bear  in  mind  that  we  ought  to  re- 

the  amount  paid  to  the  officers 
le  House  of  Lords  by  at  least 
XX).  I  confess  I  should  under 
'  circumstances  havegreat  pleasure 
oring  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  to 
3xtent,  and  taking  a  divinon  upon 
1st  to  show  the  country  what  I 
:,  at  any  rate,  of  the  expenses  with 
d  to  the  House  of  Lords,  but  I 
on  this  occasion  simply  to  protest 
.St  the  waste  of  money  in  oonneo- 

with  the.  management  of  the 
e  of  Lords. 

te  agreed  to. 

£33,752,  to  complete  the  sum 
le  House  <k  Commons  officers. 

11.  )  Mb.  MORTON  :  The  other 
'.  called  attention  on  the  Vote  on 
int  to  the  salaries  and  expenses 
to  what  I  may  call  the  Lower 
ion  of  officers,  and  I  was  told  by 
irst  Commissioner  of  Works  and 
0  Buildings  that  he  had  nothing 

with  it.  I  presume  the  Finau- 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has 
thing  to  do  with  it,  and  I  should 
0  know  whether  he  will  take  that 
vc  into  his  consideration.  I  do 
say  that  anything  is  required 
done ;  bat  it  occurs  to  me  that  in 
arisoti  with  other  officers  the 
rs  of  the  Lower  Division  are  very 

nnderpaid. 


•SntJOHNGORST:  Icannotproraisc 
to  take  this  matter  into  considem- 
tion,  because  by  law  the  control  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  officers  of  ^ 
House  is  vested  in  a  Commission  }iy 
statute,  consisting  of  the  Speaker  iff 
the  House  of  Commons,  a  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Chancellor  of  tbo 
Exchequer,  the  Master  of  ihc^ 
Rolls,  and  the  Attorney  General 
and  Solicitor  General  for  the  time 
being.  I  am  not  a  Member  of  the 
Commission.  The  Chancellor  of  th^ 
Exchequer  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  are  genenJly  the 
acting  members  of  the  Commission,  by 
whom  the  salaries  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  regulated.  I  do 
know  that  there  is  any  complaint 
the  present  time  as  regards  the  pay- 
ment awarded  to  the  officers  of  the 
House  for  their  services  ;  but  if  thertj 
is,  and  if  it  is  represented  in  the  proper 
quarter,  it  wall  receive  attention,  and,  if 
the  circumstances  justify  it,  there  wiU 
be  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  Lower  Division  of  officers  to  wh(nzL 
thehon.  Member  refers. 

(7.42.)  Mb.  MORTON:  It  am>ett9 
to  me  that  there  is  not  one  of  ti^ 
Commissioners  {vesent  who  have 
management  and  control  of  the  expen- 
diture in  connection  with  the  House  of 
Commons  to  give  us  any  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  I  hope  that  on 
another  occasion  one  at  least  of  thest; 
Commissioners  will  be  present  when 
these  matters  are  discussed. 

(7.43.)  Db.  TANNER:  There 
another  small  matter  which  I  hav; 
deemed  it  my  duty  on  two  or  three 
occasions  to  bring  under  consideratknt 
—that  is,  the  item  of  £1,000  allowed  ^ 
service  in  the  refreshment  room.  At  4h 
member  of  the  Kitchen  B^eshment 
RoomCommittee,I  find  that  in  that  Com  - 
mittee  it  is  nearly  absolutely  impossible 
to  satisfy  the  members  of  this  House, 
who  make  use  of  this  particular 
department,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
make  both  ends  meet.  The  oonsequeoce 
is  that  some  members  complain  of  the 
charges,  which  they  consider  excessivb 
They  also  complain  of  the  method  in 
which  they  are  supplied  ;  and  ft 
great  numlwr  of  members  comjdafai 
that  the  Kitchen  Refreshment  Bo<Np 
Committee  make  large  sums  of  momy 
yearly  by  the  sale  of  intoxioating  liqottf . 
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What  is  more,  I  have  heard  the  quas- 
tSoa  raised  just  now  by  a  friend,  and 
dbring  tl}e  last  few  years,  that  we  are 
not  licensed  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor, 
and  that  the  time  mi^t  come  when  the 
Cli^cellor  of  the  Exchequer  might 
jEOUCimon  us  before  a  Court  of  Justice 
for  a  breach  of  the  law  of  the 
tai  I  (1 ,  for  selling  intoxicating  liquor 
without  a  licence.  The  present  Kitchen 
KulVushment  Boom  Committee  have 
found  it  nearly  impossible  to  do  every- 
tbin^  to  carry  out  the  wishes  and 
desires  of  Members,  and  to  do  every- 
thing as  it  should  be  done,  with  the 
£1,000  a  year  which  is  granted  for  that 
'department.  I  bring  this  matter  for- 
^(9^  in  order  that  in  due  process  of 
fltDfi'it  may  be  dealt  with  successfully, 
jDiQl^y  Members  sitting  on  one  side  of 
the  House  or  the  other,  but  by  all  the 
Members  of  the  House.  There  is  one 
other  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
attention  on  this  Vote,  and  that  is  the 
■^u  11  of  £429  charged  for  the  police  in 
I  .1 1  dance  on  both  Houses.  Why 
should  not  the  House  of  Lords  pay 
tlieir  own  share  ?  It  would  only  be  a 
matter  of  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds. 
I  find  that  on  every  possible  occasion 
fivei^hing  that  can  be  done  is  done  to 
put  ime  share  upon  the  democratic  and 
more  popular  representative  House  by 
thE^  noblemen  who  live  above.  I  think 
til  lit  item  is  improperly  placed  upon 
thi";  Estimate. 

Sin  JOHN  GOBST:  As  regards  the 
ci  Lticism  of  the  hon.  Member  I  shall 
tfike  care  before  the  Estimates  are  pre- 
pared next  year  to  see  that  this  matter 
n  attended  to,  and  to  see  that  the 
QDsfe  is  fairly  shared  between  the  two 

Vote  agreed  to. 

33.  .£60.692,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Treasury  and  Subordinate 
Departments. 

(7.46.)  Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
O^istm,  N.E.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
representative  of  the  Government  in 
the  absence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
-Exchequer  what  has  been  done  with 
ngard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board 
VasX  is  to  deal  with  the  Trustees  of 
Savings  Banks — the  appointments  that 
have  been  made,  by  whom  these 
Appointments  have  lieen  made,  and 

Z>r.  Tanner 


the  salaries  that  are  being  paid  for 
these  appointments.  I  endeavoture* 
an  earlier  period  of  the  Session 
extract  some  information  on 
subject,  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn — i 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  Secretary  to 
Treasury  can  give  us  any  informal 
on  the  point---these  nominations 
more  or  less  on  the  respoDsibilitj 
the  Members  of  that  Board,  and  n 
of  these  appointments  will  come  un 
review  by  the  House  of  Commc 
After  all  is  said  and  done,  the  Savi 
Banks  Department  forms  a  very 
portant  Board  under  the  GrO' 
Money  is  voted  by  this  House  anniti 
which  goes  to  that  Department ;  an 
think  especially  after  the  exposi: 
which  have  been  made  in  this  Ho 
with  remrd  to  how  some  of  tfc 
Savings  Banks  are  managed  every  c 
should  be  taken  that  the  Act  pas 
for  the  constitution  of  that  Bo 
should  be  properly  carried  out,  ; 
that  the  House  of  Commons  she 
have  an  opportunity  of  calling  atteni 
to  the  work  done  by  that  Bo 
when  money  is  voted  for  it. 

*SiB  JOHN  GOBST  :  My  right  h 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq 
announced  to  the  House  some  time 
the  constitution  of  the  Board.  I 
afraid  I  have  not  got  the  names  of 
Board  with  me  now,  and  with  regarc 
the  particulars  of  the  salaries  

Me.  HOWELL :  I  think  the  ri 
hon.  gentleman  misunderstands  me. 
do  not  mean  the  Board,  I  mean  the 
pointments  made  by  the  Board. 

*SiR  JOHN  GOBST  :  Does  the  I 
Member  mean  the  appointments  m 
by  the  Statutory  Board  ? 

Mr.  HOWELL:  Yes. 
*SiB  JOHN  GOBST :  I  do  not  ki 
whether  they  have  yet  made  any 
pointments,  out  if  the  hon.  Mem 
puts  a  question  on  the  subject  on 
Paper  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
answer ;  or,  if  he  wntes  me  a  quesi 
privately^,  I  shall  give  him  all  toiB  in! 
mation  m  my  power. 

Mr.  HOWELL:  I  do  not  wish 
prolong  the  discussion.  All  I  asl 
that  care  should  be  taken  with  reg 
to  the  men  airpointed  under  thatBoi 
and  that  this  House  shall  have 
opportuniWof  reviewing  those  am>oi 
ments  and  the  salaries  firom  tinu 
time. 
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ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  This 
illustrates  very  accurately  the 
vork  system  which  is  adopted  hy 
)vemment.  We  are  supposed  to 
cussing  the  Treasury  Vote,  and 
d  introduced  in  connection  with 
ish  Teachers'  Pension  Office  an 
for  the  salary  of  a  gentleman 
I  Robinson,  who  is  a  clerk  in  the 
Dffice.  Last  year  there  was  a 
)f  £50  for  assistance  in  preparing 
uinquennial  valuation  for  the 
^ns  Fund.  This  year  the  Clerk 
War  Office  and  his  assistants  got 
<  terrible  mess,  and  instead  of 
[  £160,000  surplus  they  fo.und 
alves  deficient  to  the  extent  of  an 
sum,  and  with  no  money  at  all. 
cconnts  for  the  re-valuation,  which 
Dw  perfectly  well  is  now  going  on. 
kve  asked  over  and  over  again  for 
bpers  relating  to  the  pensions,  sud 
re  not  yet  received  them.  We 
not  had  any  Report  from  tho 
of  Actuaries,  which  is  now  sup- 
to  be  sitting  and  hard  at  work 
accounts  in  connection  with  this 
>n  Fund.  I  presume  there  will 
upplementary  Vote  taken  for  the 
le  of  d^aying  the  cost  of  this 
lation,  as  no  money  is  asked  for 
lis  Vote.  I  wish  to  know  what 
e  the  expense  of  this  re-valuation 
>w  the  aotoaxies  are  to  be  paid^ 
their  Report  will  be  presented, 
hey  have  reported,  whether  their 
t  is  before  the  House  ? 
JOHN  GORBT :  It  is  not  a  re- 
ion  which  is  taking  place ;  it  is 
amination  by  a  Committee  of 
lies  of  two  valuations,  one  of 
was  made  last  year  and  the  other 
ears  before.  The  cost  of  that 
igation  will  not  be  charged  on 
ension  Office  for  Ireland,  as  it 
be  very  unfair  that  that  should 
ne.  The  Committee  have  not 
included  their  work.  Whether 
Report  will  be  presented  to  the 
this  Session  or  not  will  depend 
ihe  length  of  the  present  Session. 

MORTON :  As  regards  this 
•  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund, 
jars  to  me  that  if  this  gentleman 
lis  work  and  goes  to  Ireland  for 
irpose  he  cannot  discharge  his 
a  the  War  Office.  I  want  to 
why  he  should  receive  this  money 


*Sm  JOHN  GORST :  His  duty  con- 
sists of  superintendence  in  the  Teachers" 
Pension  Fund  Office,  and  he  can  per- 
form that  duty  in  London  without 
going  over  to  Ireland — at  least,  without 
being  constantly  in  Ireland.  I  believe 
he  1ms  paid  one  or  two  visits  to  Ire- 
land ;  but  his  presence  there  is  not  so- 
necessary  as  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  his  duties  in  the  War  Office. 

Mb.  MORTON :  Why  does  he  get  th» 
money  ? 

-Sir  JOHN  GORST :  He  gets  it  for 
doing  the  work  of  the  Teachers'  Pen- 
sion Office  in  London. 

Mb.  MORTON :  When  we  come  to- 
the  War  Office  Vote  I  shall  inquire- 
further  into  this  matter.  A  sum  of 
£50  was  allowed  for  assistance  last 
year.  I  want  to  know  why  this  money 
has  been  wasted. 
^Sm  JOHN  GOBST:  The  £50  was 
paid  out  of  the  Vote  for  services- 
rendered. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  wish  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  Treasury  have  withdrawn  their 
block  with  regard  to  the  acceleration 
of  mails  to  America  by  Queenstown^ 
A  short  time  since  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  raised  this  question^ 
and  we  were  then  told  by  the  Post- 
master General  that  the  whole  blame 
lay  with  the  Treasury. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  subject 
could  properly  be  discussed  on  the  Vote 
for  the  Postmaster  General's  salary. 

Db.  TANNER:  The  Postmaster- 
General  himself  threw  the  whole 
weight  of  this  matter  on  the  Treasury, 
and  I  am  only  trying  to  get  some  ex- 
planation, notably  as  I  have  heard 
recently  that  there  is  some  chance  of 
the  matter  being  settled. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  not  in 
order  to  discuss  it  on  this  Vote,  al- 
though the  Treasury  does  exercise* 
a  superintending  authority  over  the- 
Postmaster  General. 

Me.  MORTON  :  I  want  some  infor^ 
mation  with  regard  to  the  Receiver  of 
Hereditary  Revenue :  Who  is  the  Re- 
ceiver of  this  revenue,  and  where  is  the 
office  ?  I  understood  that  this  was 
one  of  the  offices  that  was  .  to  be 
abolished. 
*SiE  JOHN  GORST :  The  officer  i» 
an  officer  who  collects  small  branches- 
of  hereditaiT  revenue.  The  rece^ts 
amount  to  about  £4,000  a  year,  'nie- 
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salary  was  formerly  paid  by  deduction 
from  the  receipts,  but  in  1869-70 
it  was  provided  for  in  the  Estimates 
and  the  total  receipts  were  paid  into 
the  Exchequer.  On  tiie  death  of  the 
late  Receiver  the  recommendation  in 
iavour  of  the  abolition  of  the  office  was 
not  for  varioas  reasons  carried  out. 
The  present  Beceiver  has  a  salary  oi 
£300  and  an  allowance  of  £145  per 
annum  for  office  expenses. 

Mb.  MOBTON:  I  have  asked  two 
questions  and  neither  has  been 
answered.  Surely  we  are  entitled  to 
have  the  name  of  anybody  receiving 
public  money  and  to  know  where  the 
office  is  ? 

*8iB  JOHN  GOEST :  The  gentleman 
is  Mr.  Kebbd,  and  the  office  is  at 
Abingdon  Street. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  cannot  help  being 
stmck  with  the  extraordinazy  appear- 
ance of  three  items  in  this  Vote, 
namely,  those  in  reference  to  the 
British  Directors  of  the  Suez  Canal. 
The  Besident  Director  in  Paris  receives 
£500  a  year.  The  late  Besident 
'  Direotor  was  allowed  to  retain  his  fees, 
in  lieu  of  salary,  but  the  change  was 
made  in  order  to  save  expense.  I 
should  like  the  Committee  to  look  at 
the  position  of  the  two  non-Besident 
Directors,  who  do  very  lit^e  of  the 
work.  One,  in  addition  to  receiving 
retired  pay  from  the  Army,  gets  £450, 
and  the  other,  in  addition  to  his  salary 
as  Controller  General  of  the  National 
Debt,  gets  £500.  That  is  a  very  foolish 
state  of  a£Fairs,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
«ome  explanation  of  it. 

Snt  JOHN  GORST  :  When  the  hon. 
Member  saysthenon-BesidentDizectors 
•do  nothing  he  is  not  accurate.  The 
•duties  of  the  three  Directors  are  very 
much  alike ;  they  have  all  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Directors.  Possibly  the 
Besident  Direotor  in  Paris  may  attend 
more  committees  than  the  others,  but 
their  duties  in  looking  after  this 
-enormous  national  property  are  very 
much  alike.  I  think  that  with  a 
gigantic  affair  like  the  Suez  Canal  and 
the  interests  involved  in  it,  it  cannot 
be  said  that  these  salaries  are  too 


(8.11.)  Mb.  MOBTON:  Does  the 
Besident  Direotor  at  Paris,  who  is  sJso 
a  clerk  in  the  Foreign  Office,  receive  a 
full  salary  from  the  Foreign  Office 
Siir  John  Oont 


although  absent  from  that  office  i 

time? 

•(8.12.)  Thb  under  SECRE' 
OP  STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFF 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  Combe 
Penrith) :  Yes.  The  gentleman  re 
to  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  clerk  : 
Foreign  Office,  but  he  is  tempo 
employed  in  the  IMplomatic 
vice.  Under  an  arrangement,  ' 
has  gone  on  for  a  considerable 
exchanges  occur  between  gent 
serving  in  the  Diplomatic  S 
and  those  in  the  Foreign  < 
These  exchanges  have  been  app 
recently  by  a  Commission.  C 
quently,  it  happens  occasionally 
gentlemen  in  the  Diplomatic  S 
come  home  and  serve  for  a  time  i 
Foreign  Office  and  gentlemen  ii 
Foreign  Office  ta^  their  places  al 
(8.14.)  Db.  TANNEB:  Are  i 
imderstand  that  one  gentleman  ii 
by  the  Foreign  Office  for  doing  1 
matic  work,  and  another  gentlen: 
paid  by  another  office  for  doing  Fc 
Office  work? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  No, 
the  same  office. 

Mb.  EDWABD  HOLDEN  :  \ 
is  that  the  reason  why  our  Treatii 
so  badly  drawn  at  the  present  tin 
have  been  in  the  Foreign  Office,  i 
think  there  has  been  a  great  d< 
neglect  there.  It  seems  to  me  { 
clear  that  the  cause  of  Treaties 
made  vhioh  no  one  can  imdersta 
that  the  Foreign  Office  clerks  are  * 
other  work. 

(8.15.)   Vote  agreed  to. 

34.  £61,599.  to  complete  the  eai 
the  Home  Office. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  understand 
the  Home  Secretary  has  charge  o 
'buses  and  tramways  of  the  Metro] 
and  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is 
or  right  that  the  fares  should 
doubled  on  holidays,  as  was  done 
Monday  ? 

Tbb  CHAIBMAN:  Order,  oi 
The  Home  Seeretory  has  no  co 
over  that. 

(8.17.)  Db.  TANNEB :  As  the : 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secort 
receives  the  latge  salary  of  £5,0 
year,  I  desire  to  press  upon  In 
matter  upon  which  ne  has  so  ^  ( 
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ost  unsatisfactory  replies.  One 
oe  over  which  the  right  hon. 
)man  exercises  control  is. most 
tant,  becanse  it  has  to  do  with 
1  life  and  the  prevention  of  suffer- 
'.  have  on  several  occasions  raised 
lestion  as  to  the  means  which 
L  be  ta^n  in  connection  with 
for  the  provision  of  reasonable 
I  of  escape  in  the  case  of  high 
ags,  notably  in  this  Metropolis 
3  other  great  cities.  I  pointed 
eports  of  recent  cases  where 
table  loss  of  life  had  occurred 
to  the  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
sman  was  not  paying  attention  to 
latter. 

3  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
lot  aware  that  this  is  a  function 
has  been  put  under  the  control 
Home  Secretary.  The  argument 
)  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to  be 
\  should  be  under  the  control  of 
;ht  hon.Grentleman,  but  that  is  not 
stion  which  can  be  raised  in 

y- 

9.  J  Db.  TANNER:  At  any 
the    right    hon.  Gentleman 

If  accepted  the  situation.  I 
every  advice,  and  was  advised 
e  officials  to  put  the  queBtion 

Home  Secretary.  I  thought  at 
should  address  my  questions  on 
abject  to  the  Local  Government 
i  or  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  I 
>ld  I  should  address  them  to  the 
I  Secretary,  and  he  has  answered 
il  questions  on  this  matter.  Only 
her  evening  a  house  at  the  top  of 
aymarket  was  burned  down  and 
iber  of  young  men  lost  their  lives ; 
in  I  to  be  told  that  in  a  matter  of 
tind,  where  human  life  can  be 

if  proper  attention  were  paid,  I 
>  be  shunted  from  one  right  hon. 
»er  to  another  ?  If  more  Hves  are 
he  responsibility  must  rest  with 
Majesty's  Government  ;  if  the 
imient  wish  to  shmit  the  duty 
one  person  to  another,  let  the 
be  upon  their  own  heads. 

10.  )  Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh, 
[  just  desire  to  refer  to  the  qnes- 
f  these  fares.  I  understand  that 
Home  Office  licenses  these 
ges,  and  they  must  have  power 
'  to  make  some  sort  of  conmtions 

L.  V.  [rOUBTH  SEBXBB.] 


with  respect  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  licence  should  be  granted,  so  that 
they  shall  not  be  allowed  arbitrarily  to 
overcharge  the  public  when  it  suit^ 
their  convenience.  I  think  this  is  a 
very  important  and  serious  matter,  f<^ 
they  may  be  doubly  charged  at  tho' 
very  time  when  they  ought  to  be.  If 
possible,  convenienced  in  the  way  of 
regulations  of  that  sort. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  ros 
THE    HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 

Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  :  No 
Department  of  the  State  at  present 
has  power  to  lay  down  the  fares  stage 
carriages  shall  charge.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Police,  who  acts  general!] 
under  the  direction  of  the  Home  Office, 
licenses  these  carriages  and  sees  th&t 
they  are  fit  for  the  accommodation  of 
passengers  and  the  service  of  the  public. 
The  Commissioner  of  Police  also  haa 
the  power  to  prescribe  the  route  for  sudi 
carriages.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether 
there  is  a  maximum  fare  presoribed 
by  the  Statute.  We  have  left  theW 
matters  to  be  settled  roughly  fay  com- 
petition, and  by  the  supply  and  demand 
of  passengers  and  carriages,  but  I  have 
no  power  to  regulate  the  fares.  I  am 
not  aware — certainly  it  has  not  been 
brought  to  my  notice — that  there  is  a 
maximum  fare  prescribed  by  the  Statute , 
but  if  there  is,  I  am  sure  the  present 
fare  is  very  much  below  it.  With  r^ 
gard  to  the  matters  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  I  would  point  out  to 
him  that  I  have  absolutely  no  power, 
under  any  Statute,  in  any  way  to  regu- 
late the  precautions  to  be  taken  against 
fires. 

Db.  TANNER :  To  whom  am  I  to 
address  myself  then  ? 

*Mfi.  MATTHEWS;  There  is  no 
Department  of  the  State  charged  with 
any  authority  in  matters  of  this  kind. 


Db.  TANNER:  Am  I  to  understand 
that  these  fires  are  to  occur  day  after 
day,  and  that  the  Government  will  not 
accept  any  responsibility  when  life  CBSi. 
be  readily  saved  ?  You  have  got  pr«K 
vision  made  for  this  matter  in  tlur 
United  States  of  America,  in  Germairjr«,' 
and  in  JapatI,  and  why  can  yon  not  do 
something  in  England  in  this  respect? 
9  B 
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-Mb.  MATTHEWS :  It  will  have  to 
be  done  by  legislation.  No  Department 
of  the  State,  not  even  a  County  Council, 
is  invested  with  the  power  to  impose 
regulations  on  the  owners  ol  private 
bmldings,  requiring  them  to  adopt  cer- 
tain precautions  against  fire.  Possibly 
some  regulations  upon  that  subject  may 
be  very  desirable ;  but  in  this  country, 
at  any  rate,  the  Legislature  has  never 
thought  fit  to  prescribe  regulations  of 
that  kind.  I  would  just  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  last  year  I  in- 
troduced a  clause  into  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  providing  that  there 
should  be  certain  precautions  taken 
against  fire.  Considering  the  vast 
number  of  private  buildings  in  such 
large  towns  as  London,  Manchester, 
and  Liverpool,  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
have  to  deal  with  great  caution  in 
imposing  regulations  of  the  kind  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member. 

Dr.  TANNEB  :  I  will  introduce  the 
subject  early  in  the  next  Parliament, 
and  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  assistance 
of  the  right  hon,  Gtentleman.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act,  may  I  ask  whether  steps 
have  been  taken  to  provide  female  In- 
spectors for  the  inspection  of  places,  of 
factories  and  workshops,  where  women 
are  employed.  This  is  a  matter  which 
has  commended  itself  to  the  judgment 
of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
public,  and  in  that  I  am  sure  I  am 
speaking  in  the  name  of  the  ladies  of 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  I 
think  women  ought  to  be  inspected  by 
women.  .  In  the  present  day  you  have 
got  lady  doctors ;  you  have  got  ladies  in 
every  department  of  the  State  except  the 
House  of  Commons,  smd  I  understand 
that  certain  Members  are  pressing  to 
have  them  admitted  here.  But  I  cer- 
tainly think  some  steps  ought  to  be 
taken  to  provide  female  Inspectors  for 
the  inspection  of  their  sex  in  connection 
with  factories  and  workshops.  I  have 
the  ideaeure  of  knowing  many  gentle- 
men who  hold  high  office  and  respon- 
iible  positions  as  Inspectors  of  Factories, 
and  tJiey  do  their  duty  in  a  whole- 
hearted and  ungrudging  way.  I  read 
thdr  repents  oonsoientiottsly,  because  I 
always  find  that  in  reading  those  re- 
ports which  are  fomished  us  by  tine 
Factory  Inspectors  yon  are  reading 


matter  which  shows  up  a  great  deal  of 
suffering,  and  of  cruelty,  and  of  in- 
justice existing  in  these  countries.  It 
is  only  by  reading  th^  matters  that 
we  find  out  where  the  shoe  pinches, 
and  it  is  only  by  putting  questions 
upon  these  points  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  substantial  justice  has 
occasionally  been  done.  But  some  of 
these  gentlemen  have  complained  to  me 
that  it  is  very  hard  and  very  difficult 
for  them  satisfactorily  to  carry 
out  the  proper  inspection  of  premises 
where  females  are  mainly  employed. 
There  is  greater  difficulty  for  men  to 
do  this  than  there  would  be  if  women 
were  employed.  I  do  not  wish  to 
deprive  men  of  the  chance  of  earning 
their  daily  bread,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  where  women  can  possibly  be 
engaged  as  Inspectors  of  their  own 
sex,  with  the  view  of  redressing  the 
grievances  under  which  they  as  women 
suffer,  I  think  they  should  be  so  occu- 
pied. As  this  matter  has  been  broached 
before,  I  simply  content  myself  with 
asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  in 
this  matter,  or  whether  it  has  been 
thought  advisable  to  defer  action  at 
the  present  time  ? 

*(8.37.)  Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  can- 
not myself  say  that  I  am  strongly  in 
favour  of  female  Inspectors.  I  think 
it  is  an  experiment  that  might  well  be 
tried  if  the  Departmental  arrange- 
ments can  be  satisfactorily  made.  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
say  that  complaint  has  been  made  to 
him  by  some  of  the  Factory  Inspectors, 
and  I  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
privately  commonioate  to  me  the 
names  of  those  Inspectors  who 
had  expressed  themselves  in  favour 
of  female  Inspectors.  The  re- 
ports which  have  been  made  by 
them  to  the  Department  are  quite  to 
the  contrary,  and  they  point  out  the 
difficulty  there  would  be  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  women.  Certainly,  you  would 
have  to  raise  the  age  of  Injectors,  for 
no  young  woman  could  go  about  the 
streets  and  Ednms  where  the  Inspeotors 
have  to  go  in  order  to  see  that  tne  pro- 
visions  ot  the  Faot(»y  and  Woricsrops 
Act  are  carried  oat.  It  is  not  fit  worlc 
except  iox  a  woman  of  mature  age.  I 
believe  there  is  a  very  large  poblie  feel- 
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ing  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  anxious 
to  naeet  the  view  as  far  as  I  can.  I 
-would  rather  not  tf^e  any  decided 
aotion  in  the  matter  until  the  Commis- 
sion on  Labour  has  reported ;  but  I 
may  inform  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
Conomittee  that  I  have  directed  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  to  prepare 
a  statement  as  to  the  districts  where 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  factories 
aud  workddops  where    women  are 
msunly  employed,  and  to  see  whether 
they  can  Iw  amui^  in  geographical 
districts,  so  that  I  am  getting  the 
ground  ready  for  the  appointment  of 
female  Inspectors  if  there  is  shown  to 
be  any  necessity  for  them. 
.  Vote  agreed  to. 

-  35.  £49,004.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
tiie  Foreign  Office. 

(9.0.)  Notice  taken,  that  forty  Mem- 
bers were  not  present ;  Committee 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being 
found  present, 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afifairs  the  ezaot  position  of  the  New- 
foundland matter  at  the  present  time, 
and  whether  the  Government  can  give 
an  assurance  that  the  question  is  likely 
to  be  settled  before  long  ? 

•^The  UNDBB  SECRETABY  op 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIB8 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
will  not  expect  me  to  make  a  very 
lengthy  statement  upon  this  subject; 
and  I  am  afraid  all  I  can  tell  him  is 
that  the  matter  is  at  the  present  time 
receiving  the  most  anxious  coDsidera- 
tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
As  the  hon.  Member  is  aware,  the  New- 
foundland Government  did  not  recently 
«ee  its  way  to  pass  the  Bill  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  hoped  would 
have  received  the  assent  of  the  New- 
foondlond  Legislature.  Her  Majesty's 
•Government  now  have  under  considera- 
tion the  reasons  whiob  induced  the 
Newfoundland  Legislatare  to  take  that 
view ;  and  of  course  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  care* 
fully  connder  these  reasons  and  to  see 
what  further  steps,  if  any,  must  be 
taken.  Meanwhile  the  French  Go- 
vernment have  not  ratified  ^e  Arbitra- 
.tion  Convantiim. 


Mb.  MOBTON:  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  modus  vivendi 
arranged  last  year  cannot  be  extended 
so  as  to  give  the  Newfoimdland  and 
the  Home  Government  time  for  con- 
sideration ? 

-Mb.  LOWTHEB  :  Yes,  Sir.  It  is 
in  operation  at  the  present  time.  I 
am  afraid  I  do  not  carry  in  my  mind 
at  the  present  moment  uie  exact  date 
when  it  will  cease.  The  modus  uivmdi 
is,  however,  at  present  in  operation^  and' 
what  is  beinjK  done  on  the  west  coast 
of  Newfonn^md  is  being  done  under 
that  arrangement. 

Mb.  MOBTON :  The  modus  vivendi 
extends  until  1893,  and  the  question  is 
whether  it  cannot  be  extended  for 
another  year  or  two  so  as  to  get  the 
matter  settled.  I  should  like  to  know, 
too,  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  allow  us  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
Bill  rejected  by  the  Newfoundland 
Legislature  in  order  that  we  may  con- 
sider the  reasons  for  tha  rejection,  and 
whether  thdr  oomplunts  are  coneot  ?  - 
-Mb.  LOWTHEB :  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  why  the  Bill  should  not  be  in 
the  hands  of  Membets.  The  question, 
however,  more  closely  concerns  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  a  question  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  TJnder  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Mb.  EDWAED  HOLDEN  :  As  one 
representing  a  trading  community,  X 
have  great  oonralaint  to  m^e  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  French  Treaty.  I  have 
always  understood  that  there  are  two 
to  a  bargain,  but  it  seems  to  me  in  this 
case  that  the  Government  have  quietly 
stood  aside  to  the  disadvantage  of  our 
country.  In  consequence  of  the  neg- 
lect of  the  Government,  the  town  which 
I  represent  is  very  severely  suffering. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Government  is 
perfectly  indifferent  as  to  our  trade 
with  France,  and  I  am  certain  that  a 
person  of  less  importance  and  less 
ability  than  anyone  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  could  have  done  better 
for  this  country  than  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  done.  I  believe  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  know  no- 
thing about  the  Treaties  we  have  made 
with  that  country,  and  the  efiEsct  tboasL 
Treaties  have  on  the  commerce  of  one 
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country.  I  have  endeavoured  to  get 
information  from  them,  but  they  seemed 
to  neither  know  nor  care  how  matters 
stood.  I  make  my  protest  ag^nst  this 
action  in  allowing  France  to  pat  on 
something  like  double  the  duty  of  the 
old  tariff.  I  believe  that  France  does 
not  intend  these  high  duties  to  be 
api^ed  against  this  country.  They 
were  intended  to  affect  Germany ;  but 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have,  by  its 
thorough  indifference  to  the  trEtde  of 
this  country,  allowed  these  mistakes  to 
Occur. 

*Mb.  LOWTHEB  :  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  Member  is  under  a  misapEnrehen- 
sion. 

Mr.  HOLDBN  :  I  know  what  I  am 
talking  about. 
*Mb.  LOWTHEE  :  The  only  Treaty 
we  have  with  France  is  a  Treaty  made 
in  1882.  Under  that  Treaty  the 
arrangement  is  that  Fhmce  and 
this  country  shall  make  their  own 
customs  tariff.  We  have  no  Commercial 
Treaty  with  France  beyond  that ;  and 
under  that  Treaty,  made  in  the  year 
1882,  the  French  Government,  on 
1st  February  this  year,  brought  into 
operation  a  tariff  which,  I  quite  admit, 
affects  the  hon.  Member's  constituents 
very  severely.  But  I  think  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  really  give  a  little 
close  attention  to  this  matter  he  would 
see  that  obviously  the  tariff  settled  by 
the  French  Government  is  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  hon.  Member's  consti- 
tnents,  or  in  the  interests  of  Eng^di 
trade,  but  is  alranged  in  the  interests 
of  the  French  trade.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  not  consulted  as  to 
the  tariff,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  made 
any  suggestion  that  the  leather  mer- 
ohants  of  England  would  be  injuriously 
Infected  by  the  tariff  the  probable  result 
would  have  been  that  the  tariff,  instead 
of  beins  lowered,  would  have  been  in- 
oreased. 

Mb.  HOLBEN  :  I  consider  the  reply 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
most  unsatisfactory.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  for  the  last  four  months  we  have 
been  under  a  different  tariff.  If  four 
months  ago  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
knew  that  a  tariff  was  being  instituted 
aigainst  English  traders,  I  think  they 
o^^t  to  have  endeavoured  to  do  some* 
Mr.  Edward  Holden 


thing  on  the  other  side.  They  have 
not  done  so.  By  a  little  exertion  on 
their  part  there  might  have  been  a 
different  result ;  but  I  rather  think 
they  rejoice  at  the  present  state  of 
things,  as  an  aid  to  return  to  Protec- 
tion. 

Dr.  TANNER :  My  hon.  Friend  is 
under  some  misapprehension.  He 
ought  to  know  that  if  it  suited  the 
political  exigencies  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  they  would  so  deal  with  the 
matter  as  to  catch  votes.  The  Govern- 
ment do  not  care  about  the  commerce 
with  France  of  that  good  Liberal 
centre  my  hon.  Friend  represrats ;  but 
if  a  Tory  centre  had  been  con- 
cerned, he  would  have  found  Her 
Majesty's  Government  busy  pre- 
serving its  interests.  I  rise,  how- 
ever, to  complain  of  the  way  in  which 
French  fishermen  have  been  allowed  to 
carry  on  depredations  on  the  coast  of 
Ireland.  This  question  has  been  fre- 
quently raised,  but  the  Government  have 
not  tf^en  one  step  in  the  direction  of 
protecting  Irish  interests.  Last  year  I 
raised  the  question  of  these  fishing 
smacks  coming  from  the  north-west  <«' 
thenortiiemcoast  of  France,  and  making 
use  of  a  net  of  small  mesh.  If  this  is- 
permitted  to  continue,  a  great  and 
productive  source  of  benefit  for  our 
fishery  folk  in  Ireland  will  be  destroyed. 
Were  an  Irish  boat  to  be  driven  into  & 
French  port  there  would  be  no  reci- 
procity— a  tax  would  be  levied  upon 
every  fish  on  board.  You  ought  to ' 
make  all  foreign  boats  observe  the 
seven  miles  limit ;  and  if  you  were  to 
send  a  remonstrance  to  the  French 
Govemmrat  calling  attention  to  the 
fact  that  French  boats  are  destroying  a 
valuable  fishery,  I  think  the  result 
would  be  to  safeguard  Irish  fisUng 
interests. 

*Mb.  LOWTHEB :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  any  cases  brondit  to- 
our  notice  will  at  once  be  considraed^ 
and  the  attention  of  the  French 
Government,  if  French  boats  are 
concerned,  drawn  to  them.  We 
have  from  time  to  .  time  similar 
cases  occurring  on  the  east  coast 
of  England,  and  the  oases  are 
at  once  investigated  by  the  foreign 
Governments  I  think  I  can  say  with. 
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i  utisfoct(»y  resolts.  I  can  only 
re  the  hon.  Member  that  if-  any 
B  are  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Foreign  Office,  they  will  at  once  be 
I  with.  During  the  short  time  I 
I  been  there  I  do  not  recall  any 
1  case ;  but  if  the  hon.  Member  wiU 
my  attention  to  any  Specific 
iQoe  of  what  he  complidns  of ,  I  will 
hat  it  is  dealt  with. 

i.  TANNER:  The  right  hon. 
ileman  must  be  aware  that  as  the 
}le  I  have  alluded  to,  such  as  the 
I'uction  of  nets  usually  takes  place 
ig  the  night,  it  is  difficult  to 
ide  these  specific  cases.  As  a 
er  of  fact,  all  we  know  is  that  the 
7  is  done  bvfVench  boats.  If  a 
)nstTaDOe  culing  attention  to  what 
ipires  were  sent  to  the  French 
imment  I  am  sure  the  whole 
er  would  be  at  once  settled. 

B.  MOBTON:  There  are  many 
ts  in  oonneotion  with  this  Vote  I 
Id  have  liked  to  consider,  and 
jially  with  regard  to  the  £6,000  for 
Secretary  of  State.  He  has  been 
ng  what  I  may  call  revolutionary 
shes,  speeches  no  Secretary  of 
}  ought  to  have  deUvered.  Had 
sen  an  Iri^  NationaUst  Member 
ould  have  found  himself  in  prison 
ago.  His  reward,  however,  I 
ir,  is  to  be  a  dukedom.  I 
der  it  the  duty  of  a  Prime 
ster  of  this  oaanitf  to  induce  the 
^  to  respect  the  law,  and 
iiallv  is  this  to  be  expected  from 
lead  of  a  Government  which  has 
ted  so  much  about  "  law  and 
t."  While  not  intending  to  move 
inction,  I  do  enter  my  protest 
ist  the  delivery  of  such  a  speech  as 
I  have  referred  to. 

u  TANNEB :  Am  I  to  understand 
the  Foreign  Department  will  look 
the  question  I  have  raised. 

R.  LOWTHEB:  If  the  hon. 
iber  reflects  about  Uie  matter  he 
see  how  difficult  it  would  be  for 

Qovemment  to  make  a  general 
nstranoe  to  the  French  Govern- 
,  because  the  latter  would  at  once 
"On  wbatgrounds  do  you  base  your 
-al  remonstrance?"  And  naturally 
would  ask  lorqteoific  oases.  You 


cannot  found  a  general  remonstrance 
upon  anything  except  special  knowledge 
of  the  particiuars,  and  to  allege  gener- 
ally that  French  fishermen  have  been 
guilty  of  the  destruction  of  nets  would 
simply  meet  with  the  rejoinder  I  have 
just  indicated.  I  can  only  say  that  if 
any  specific  case  is  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Foreign  Office  steps 
will  at  once  be  taken  to  ensure 
that  the  proper  jHKMeedings  follow. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

36.  .£27,501,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Colonial  Office. 

Mb.  MOBTON :  I  desire  to  get  a 

little  information  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  affairs  in  Newfoundland. 
I  understand  that  the  French  Shore 
Bill  was  rejected  by  twenty-two  votes 
to  nine  in  the  Colonial  Legislature,  and 
that  the  Governor-General,  in  his 
speech  at  the  prorogation  of  the  House, 
said  he  hoped  no  bad  reetdt  would 
follow,  and  made  other  remarks 
reflectiogupon  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  Colonists  complain  very 
much  of  the  Governor-General  having 
presumed  to  lecture  the  Legislature — 
a  thing  that  the  Queen  never  does  in 
this  country.  They  have  heard  over 
there  that  Lord  Knutsford  has  said, 
with  regard  to  Queensland,  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  interfere  with  an  inde- 
pendent Colony;  and  they  want  to 
know  why  the  same  treatment  should 
not  be  shown  towurds  them  as  is 
shown  towards  this  Australian  Colony 
when  dealing  with  the  aristocratic 
sugar-planter.  I  want  also  to  inquire 
if  a  copy  of  this  French  Shore  Bill  will 
be  placed  in  the  Ubrary  of  the  House  ? 
It  is  stated  that  clauses  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill  when  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  had  left  this  country 
last  year,  and  I  think  that  it  is  only 
right  we  should  be  able  to  see  for  our- 
sfSves  whether  these  statements  axe 
correct.  Another  thing  I  should  like 
to  ask  is  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
extend  tiie  modtu  vivendi  another  year 
or  two.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  us  what  information 
he  can  on  these  points,  because 
it  is  only  right  and  proper  we  should 
feel  a  certain  amount  of  interest  in  this, 
our  oldest  colony. 
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•The  TJNDEB  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  PGR  THB  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  deWobus,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth); 
I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member  will  not 
think  me  disooorteoos  when  I  repeat 
answer  I  gave  the  other  day  to  a 
ilniilftr  question  put  by  him  on  the 
Mune  snbjeot.  I  then  said  it  was  im- 
pbsaible  to  enter  into  anydetails  relative 
to  the  negotiations  now  pending  in 
which  international  questions  are  in- 
volved besides  those  directly  concern- 
ing the  Colony,  and  that  under  those 
oironmstances  I  could  not  make  any 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  I  am  obliged  to  repeat  that 
answer  now,  and  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
Ifember  will  see  the  force  of  it. 

Mb.  MORTON :  I  cannot  see  what 
objection  there  can  be  to  telling  the 
House  whether  it  is  possible  to  extend 
the  modus  oiveTidi  for  another  year.  I 
Diust  also  press  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  say  whether  we  cannot  see  a 
oppy  of  the  Bill,  which  is  public  pro- 
perty in  Newfoimdland? 

Baboh  H.  de  worms  :  We  have 
not  received  a  copy  of  the  Bill  yet,  but 
when  it  arrives  I  shall  be  happy  to  show 
it  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Db.  tanner  :  I  wish  to  ask  if  the 
C^oremment  have  any  further  intelli- 
.aenoe  in  connection  with  the  Uganda 
vomneas,  and,  if  so,  of  what  nature  is 
K? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member  I  am  obliged  to  say 
that  no  further  intelligence  has  been 
received. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

37.  £9,616,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Ibe  Privy  Council  Office. 

Dh.  TANNER:  I  want  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  the  Committee 
BOme  explanation  of  the  expenses  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  Some  of  the  prose- 
cutions which  have  taken  place  under 
this  Act  have  resulted  in  scandalous  in- 
J^istice  being  done  to  people. 

-  Sib  JOHN  GORST :  These  expenses 
Kte  those  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
Privy  Council  to  be  present  at 
examinations  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act. 

Vote  agreed  to. 


38.  £110,470,  to  complete  the  b 
for  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Owing  to  the  be: 
volent  legislation  of  the  prea 
Government  we  have  an  inoreaf 
number  of  emigrants  leaving  Ireli 
every  year,  and  I  want  to  see  pro; 
steps  taken  to  provide  for  the  coml 
and  health  of  these  people  whilst  ore 
ing  the  Atlantic  to  find  a  new  hoi 
Again  and  again  I  have  shown  ' 
House  that  these  emigrants 
crowded  into  cattle  ships,  and  t: 
very  little,  if  any,  precaution  is  tal 
to  ensure  their  health  and  comft 
It  is  monstrous  that  these  m 
women,  and  children  should  be  t 
tened  down  for  days  in  the  holds 
large  steamers  without  any  pro 
water  suj^y  or  sanitary  appnan 
being  provided.  I  combined  of  t 
matter  in  1886,  and  now  in  1892  t 
little  improvement  has  been  effect 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Micli 
Hicks  Beach)  has  only  to  go  to 
Inspectors  in  Liverpool  to  find  t 
several  cattle  ships  within  a  fortnt 
of  landing  their  cargo  at  that  {: 
have  embarked  a  human  freight 
carry  across  the  Atlantic  without  | 
Tiding  any  sanitair  arrangements, 
was  told  by  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentlemi 
predecessor  that  it  was  absolutely 
possible  to  deal  with  this  matter  cm 
I  was  able  to  produce  medical  authoi 
for  these  complaints.  Bnt  I,  fore 
am  not  going  to  give  away  the  med 
men  who  earn  a  livelihood  on  tt 
boats,  because  I  should  in  that  way 
pose  them  to  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
great  shipping  companies.  If  the  si 
attention  were  devoted  to  this  trt 
as  is  bestowed  upon  the  emigration  i 
vice  to  New  Zealand  and  Australia,.! 
other  English  colonies,  a  great  nnm 
of  the  grievances  of  vrhioh  I  have  ot 
plained  would  be  awmt  away.  I 
not  wish  to  weary  the  Committee  all 
this  matter,  but  in  making  this  ap] 
on  behalf  of  poor  people,  who  have 
power  to  protect  themselves,  I  feel  I 
only  doing  my  duty.  Within  the  ! 
two  months  there  was  a  case  oi 
steamer  which  put  to  sea  with  1,' 
steerage  peasengers,  and  had  o 
one  water  tank  ont  of  which  to  saj 
these  penile  with  water  for  all  porpoi 
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-This  is  a  state  of  things  which  oagbt 
not  to  be  allowed  to  exist,  and  I  hope  by 
■dint  of  hammering  away  on  this  matter 
to  succeed  in  influencii^  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  his  successor  to 
remedy  it.  I  should  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  whether  anything 
has  been  done. 

'^'-Thk  PBESIDENT  of  thb  BOABD 
OF    TBADE   (Sir   Michaei^  Hicks 
Bbach,  Bristol,  W.) :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber   has    made    the    same  speech 
to-night  as  he   has   made  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years ;  but  he  has 
never  given  me  any  kind  of  clue  by 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  examire 
into  the  charges  he  makes.    I  think 
the  hon.  Member,  with  one  exception, 
is  the  only  person  who  has  made  a 
edmilar  complaint  to  me  during  the 
time  I  have  held  my  present  office. 
I  sent  an  Inspector  to  Liverpool 
to   inquire   into   the  case   of  the 
,  particular  ship  complained  of,  and 
I  satisfied  myself  that  the  charges  were 
without    foundation.     If    the  hon. 
Member  (Dr.  Tanner)  had  during  the 
past  three  years  given  me  the  faintest 
clue,  it  would  have  been  followed,  be- 
cause I  desire  as  much  as  he  does  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  anything  of 
the  sort  referred  to  by  him,  and  I  in- 
struct my  officers  on  this  side  to  be  as 
careful  as  possible  in  these  matters. 
But,  as  the  hon.  Member  declines  in 
any  way  to  substantiate  his  charges,  I 
am  forced  to  conclude  that  he  relies 
upon  information  which,  bo  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  is  absolutely  baseless. 
Until  I  have  reason  to  conclude  other- 
wise, it  is  impossible  for  me  to  take 
any  further  action. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  have  placed  before 
the  Committee  what  I  know  to  be  facts. 
My  information  is  derived  from  medical 
men  on  board  these  ships ;  but  I  dare 
not  give  their  names,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  if  I  did  they  would  lose 
their  positions  to-morrow.  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
American  Government  have  taken 
steps  to  deal  with  this  matter  ?  All  I 
ask  is  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
between  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  this  side  and  the  American 
officers  on  the  other  side  to  satisfy 
themselves  as  to  whether  the  state  of 


things  of  which  I  have  complained  does 

or  does  not  exist. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach)  a  question  with  reference 
to  Railway  Companies.  Early  in  the 
year  it  was  announced  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Caledonian  or  North  British 
Batlway  that  arrangements  had  been 
made  against  the  possibility  of  compe- 
tition by  other  railways,  and  therefore 
against  the  interests  of  the  pnblic. 

SiE  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  :  I 
rise  to  order.  This  is  a  matter  that 
does  not  come  within  my  power. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  Then  I  think  some 
Government  Department  should  have 
power  to  deal  with  the  monopolies 
which  the  House  of  Commons  grants^ 
and  which  are  supposed  to  be  granted, 
not  in  the  interest  of  capitalists  and 
company-mongers,  but  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  at  large.  Another  ques- 
tion I  want  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is.  Has  he  any  power  to 
deal  with  overcrowding? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HIGKB  BEACH  : 
No. 

Mr.  MOETON  :  I  am  sorry  to  learn 
that,  and  I  think  his  Department 
should  have.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  I  aUude  especially  to  lines  on 
the  south  side  of  London,  where  there 
are  a  lot  of  empty  first  and  second  dass 
carriages,  whUst  the  third  class  are 
continually  in  a  crowded  state.  There 
is  one  other  thing.  Although  we  are 
grateful  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  what  he  has  done  with  regard  to 
the  Patent  Laws,  yet  we  shall  not 
be  satisfied  until  he  still  further  reduces 
them  so  as  to  give  inventors  in  this 
country  the  same  advantages  as  are 
enjoyed  by  those  living  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  This  country 
depends  upon  trade,  and  trade  in  these 
days  depends  upon  inventions,  and 
therefore  nothing  in  the  shape  of  fees 
should  be  put  in  the  way  of  inventors. 
I  trust  the  right  hon .  Gentleman,  if  he 
remains  in  office,  will  see  his  way  to  do 
something  more  than  he  has  already 
done  in  this  direction. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  have  a  word^  or 
two  to  say  with  regard  to  the  eleoteioal 
adviser  to  i^e  Bc^rd  of  Trade,  who  I 


Digitized  by 


655     Supply — Civil  Services,  -{COM! 

find  is  drawing  £658  a  year  in  addition 
to  his  regimental  payof  more  than  £200. 
It  appears  to  me  an  extraordinary  thing 
that  an  ex-army  man  should  have  been 
selected  for  a  position  of  this  sort. 
The  same  kind  of  thing  goes  on  in  Ire- 
land. If  you  want  a  Resident  Mfigis- 
trateor  a  Bemovable  Magistrate  you  get 
some  pensioner.  I  should  like  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  how  it  is 
that  a  man  is  chosen  &om  among 
retired  officers  for  the  poration  of 
electrical  adviser  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
when  there  are  so  many  professional ; 
electricians  who  would  be  competent 
to  fulfil  the  duties.  Most  of  these 
things  are  "  jobs."  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  I  raise  this  question.  I  should 
like  to  know  who  this  gentleman  is, 
what  his  qualifications  are,  and  how  it 
comes  to  pass  he  has  been  chosen  for 
the  position  in  preference  to  a  prac- 
tical electrician  ? 

*SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner)  knew  anything  about  the  mat- 
ter, he  would  be  aware  that  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  has 
referred  carries  confidence  with  aU  who 
are  engaged  in  electrical  affiajrs.  He 
is  an  electrician  of  great  ability  and 
practical  experience,  and  if  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  searched  the  whole  of 
Her  Majesty's  Possessions  they  could 
not  have  found  an  abler  man.  He 
was  appointed  before  I  went  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  but  I  am  bound  to  say, 
from  my  experience  of  the  matter,  that 
his  salary  is  below  his  merits. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
B.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  question  in  respect  to  a 
matter  that  I  nave  previously  brought 
to  bis  notice,  and  that  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  boys  to  dangerous  duties  on 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Bailway 
Gompanv.  The  attention  of  the  House 
was  called  to  this  matter  in  con- 
nection with  the  death  of  a  boy  who 
had  not  reached  his  16th  birthday.  I 
had  at  that  time  specific  information 
in  my  possession  from  railway  servants 
that  the  employment  of  boys  in  duties 
of  the  kind  referred  to  was  frequent,  and 
I  should  Uke  to  know  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  received  any  further  informa- 
tion from  the  Bailway  Company  or  any 
Dr.  Tamner 
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remonstrance  was  addressed  by 

Board  of  Trade. 
•Sm  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEAC 
I  cannot  charge  my  memory  entii 
with  the  case,  but  to  the  best  of 
recollection  the  answer  which  the  B 
way  Company  sent  about  this  partici 
matter  in  regard  to  which  the  h 
Member  asked  a  question  was  entii 
satisfactory.    I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
any  more,  bat  the  hon.  Member 
not  give  me  notice  that  he  intendec 
bring  the  matter  forward. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

39.  £9,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Bankruptcy  Depfutment  of  the  Bo 

of  Trade. 

40.  £40,710,  to  complete  the  sum 
the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Db.  TANNEB:  Have  any  st 
been  taken  with  respect  to  the  provif 
of  a  remedy  for  sheep  scab  ?  I  ki 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  noth 
to  do  with  Ireland,  but  in  Cork  i 
Tyrone  this  disease  has  been  very  bi 
and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  right  h 
Gentleman  could  tell  ue  whether 
has  made  any  inquiry  to  find  out  w 
is  the  recipe  which  proved  so  succesi 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOA 
OF  AGEICULTUEE  (Mr.  Chapi 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford):  The  h 
Member  approached  me  the  other  < 
on  this  subject,  and  I  have  since  b 
in  communication  with  the  pro 
authorities.  What  I  gather  from  tt 
is  that  they  are  not  aware  what  is 
specific  remedy  in  AustraUa,  and 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertt 
But  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  thi 
careful  application  of  the  treatmi 
whatever  it  may  be — and  there 
various  recipes  for  this  partici 
purpose — is  more  effective  th&n  the 
of  a  specific  recipe.  We  have  a  num 
of  recipes  at  the  Office,  but  I  can 
charge  my  memory  with  them  at  1 
moment  ;  but  if  the  hon.  Mem 
desires  further  information  I  shall 
glad  to  place  all  we  have  at  his  < 
posal. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  Some  time  ago 
right  hon.  Gentleman  promised  so 
particulars  with  regard  to  the  f 
charged  for  information  in  regard 
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I  and  also  with  respect  to  the 
plans.   Has  he  got  that  informa- 
Forther,  under  Sub-head  H.,  I 
B  item  for  rent  of  stalls  for  market 

3,  Ac..  £420.  The  late  Mr.  Joseph 
B  discovered  that  "etctetera"  meant 
y  and  biscuits,  and  I  think  this  is 
se  way  for  the  Government  to 
Qt  the  Accounts. 

;.  CHAPLIN  :  In  reply  to  the  first 
ion,  I  have  given  instructions  that 
uestion  of  fees  should  be  recon- 
9d,  and,  if  possible,  a  new  scale  of 
Irawn  up  and  submitted  to  me  for 
tnsideration  uid  decision.  But  we 
had  this  misfortune  at  Board 
^culture,  that  a  gentleman  who 
-ecently  been  appointed  in  that 
rtment,  and  who  would  have  done 
vork,  has  been  taken  ill,  and  it  is 
a  very  short  time  since  he  has 
able  to  resume  his  duties.  I  have 
fore  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
isidering  that  scale  of  fees  which 
ired  should  be  submitted  to  me, 
•he  preparation  is  not  likely  to 
tv  much  time.  With  respect  to 
tmer  item  mentioned,  I  may  say 
ihe  item  has  only  just  been  trans- 
l  to  my  Department  from  the 
1  of  Trade,  and  the  only  informa- 
'.  can  give  is  that  it  is  precisely  in 
ame  form  as  it  has  appeared  for 
iber  of  years.  However,  I  will 
re  into  the  matter,  and  shall  be 
o  make  a  statement  on  the  report 

MOBTON:  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
eman  will  take  care  that  the 
«atera  "  does  not  mean  sherry  and 

its. 

be  agreed  to. 

£24,485,  to  complete  the  sum 
B  Charity  Commission. 

MOBTON  :  I  should  Uke  to  ask 
ler  this  is  the  last  grant  which  is 

made  to  the  City  of  London 
ties.  This  is  about  £50,000  that 
Ireadygone  for  this  purpose.  I 
'e  money  is  to  be  paid  back  out  of 
mds  devoted  to  certain  (diarities, 
hough  I  do  not  object  to  a  better 
nation  of  money  than  is  possible 
'  the  old  trusts,  I  must  say  that 
medy  in  this  case  is  worse  than 
isease.   It  seems  to  me  that  by 


far  too  lai^  a  proportion  of  this  money 
is  being  spent  on  management  and  in 
payments  to  officials,  and  I  can  only 
hope  that  this  is  a  final  vote.  Thsa 
with  respect  to  local  inquiries,!  aaf 
told  that  the  Charity  Commission  has 
not  power  to  interfere.  Would  it  not  be 
well  for  the  Government  to  give  the 
power? 

*8iE  JOHN  GOBST :  The  expenses 
of  the  London  Charities  are  in  the  first 
place  defrayed  by  mcmeys  voted  by 
Parliament,  and  in  d«oordanoe  with  the 
City  of  London  Parochial  Charities 
Act  of  1883  they  are  ultimately  repaid 
to  the  Treasury  out  of  the  Charity 
Funds.  That  is  the  reason  the  Vote 
appears  in  the  Estimates,  bat  there  is 
no  charge  on  the  taxpayers  in  conse- 
quence. The  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners under  this  Act  will  only  run 
till  the  30th  September  in  the  present 
year ;  therefore,  tlwre  will  be  nq 
further  expenditure,  md  this  sum  will 
not  agun  appear  in  the  Estimates. 
With  respect  to  the  suggestion  to  give 
extended  powers  to  the  Commissioners, 
there  is  no  chance  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  able  to  propose 
any  legislation  in  the  present  Session 
of  Faruament. 

Mb.  MOBTON:  1  complain  that 
this  money  is  being  taken  from  the 
charities.  This  money  was  left  by 
pious  people  for  a  specific  purpose,  and 
they  certainly  did  not  intend  that  it 
should  be  wasted  in  paying  oflBcials. 
There  is  another  matter  that  I  might 
mention.  Many  of  the  endowed  school 
trusts  have  beui  terribly  hit  by  that 
piece  of  business  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  reducing  Consols 
from  3  per  cent,  to  2f  per  cent.,  and 
when  they  have  wished  to  get  better 
interest  for  their  money  tlun  2$  ^r 
cent.,  they  have  been  met  by  the  Chanty 
Commissioners  with  a  refusal  to  sanc- 
tion the  investment.  I  think  the  Com- 
missioners might  be  more  liberal  in  this 
way. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

42.  £26,324,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

43.  £37,249.  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart- 
ment. 
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Mr.  MORTON  :  I  do  not  see  where 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
gets  his  salary  from. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  I 
It  is  charged  to  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

Mb.  MOBTON:  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  one  word  about  the  accounts ;  they 
ue  admirably  prepared,  and  are  most 
useful  to  Members  of  Parliament. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

44.  £4,743,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Friendly  Societies'  Registry. 

45.  £107,049,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  MORTON :  I  should  like  to 
call  attention  to  the  length  of  time  it 
takes  to  get  a  reply  from  this  Depart- 
ment in  respect  to  applications  for  Free 
Libraries  and  other  matters.  I  have 
not  the  letters  with  me  now,  but  a 
oomplaint  was  made  that  in  one  matter 
it  took  between  two  and  three  months 
to  get  an  answer  from  the  Board  to  get 
their  consent  to  take  a  building  for  a 
short  time  for  the  purpose  of  a  Free 
Iiibrary.  I  know  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  nothing  to  do  with  ordering 
an  inquiry,  and  I  think  many  of  those 
inquiries  are  unnecessary  ;  but  I  think 
we  might  get  a  reply  in  less  than  three 
months.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Department  is  under-staffed. 

*The  PRESIDENT  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
No  doubt  there  is  a  time  of  the  year 
when  the  pressure  upon  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  with  regard  to  these 
matters,  especially  matters  of  inquiry,  is 
much  greater  than  at  other  times,  and 
imquestionably  there  are  delays  at 
particular  times  which  are  to  me  a 
matter  of  regret,  but  which  are  at  the 
same  time  inevitable.  It  would  be  im- 
possible so  to  over- staff  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  Inspectors  as 
to  be  able  during  the  busiest  part  of  the 
year  to  take  up  these  matters  with  the 
rapidity  that  Town  Councils  and  Local 
Authorities  desire,  and  I  can  quite 
understand  that  sometimes  there  has 
been  undue  delay  in  replying  to  then: 
inquiries  and  applications.  But  I 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Committee  that  these  meters  Eure  taken 
up  with  as  great  rapidity  as  possible. 


If  we  had  a  greater  number  of  inspectors 
no  doubt  we  should  be  able  to  deal 
more  rapidly  with  these  appUcationa 
than  we  do  now,  but  that  would  very 
largely  inoreaae  the  co^  of  the  Veipart- 
ment,  Vmd  lead  to  comidunts  on  tiie 
part  of  the  taxpayers.  The  hon.  JiSam- 
ber  seems  to  think  that  some  of  these 
inquiries  could  be  dispensed  with.  That 
may  be  so,  but  these  inquiries 
are  held  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers. If  I  had  been  aware  that 
hon.  Member  intended  to  brin^  for-, 
ward  the  particular  matter  to  which  he 
has  referred,  I  would  have  prepared 
myself ;  but,  according  to  my  recollec- 
tion, it  was  in  the  month  of  "^^^h, 
1891,  that  the  Town  Counoil  of  Peter- 
borough resolved  that  they  mnild  hke 
a  building,  and  it  was  not  until  Septem- 
ber in  the  same  year  that  applica- 
tion was  made  for  sanction  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Even  then 
we  had  to  make  further  inquiries, 
because  the  particTilars  suppUed  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  giTO  the 
definite  sanction,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  end  of  the  year,  December,  that  we 
obtained  the  particulars  that  it  was 
necessary  for  us  to  have  before  we 
could  direct  the  inquiry.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  Committee  will  see  that  tiie 
fault  of  the  delay  did  not  rest  altogether 
with  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

46.  £8,981,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Lnnacy  Commission,  England. 

47.  £25,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund  (Grant  in 
Aid). 

48.  £34,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the 
Mint,  including  Coinage. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HOLDEN :  We 
should  like  to  know  something  about 

the  new  coinage. 

Sir  JOHN  G0R8T:  That  question 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Questions  have  been 
addressed  to  him  very  recently,  and  he 
has  given  very  full  answers.  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  he  has  said. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

49.  £9.641,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Debt  Office. 
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50.  £13,953,  to  oomplete  the  snm 
for  the  Record  Office. 

51.  £6,827,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commission. 

52.  £41,049,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Begistrar  Gioneral's  Office, 
Bnghmd. 

53.  £350,846,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Stationery  and  Printing. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  see  that  a  sum 
of  £100  ie  included  for  supplying 
Parliamentary  papers  to  Free 
Jjibraries.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  papers  are  sent  and  how  the 
|iapers  are  distributed,  and  whether 
It  would  be  possible  to  let  the  Libraries 
have  copies  of  the  Statutes  passed 
every  year. 

*SiE  JOHN  G0R8T :  I  think  every 
encouragement  should  be  given  by 
Parliament  to  the  people  to  study  the 
papers  which  are  issued,  and  the 
so^estion  of  the  hon.  Member  shall 
receive  every  attention.  At  the  same 
time,  I  question  whether  the  public 
would  find  much  to  interest  them  in 
the  Statutes  to  which  the  hon  Gentle- 
man has  referred,  and  I  think  the  £100 
is  spent  in  sending  to  the  Libraries  a 
more  interesting  kind  of  document 
than  the  Statutes. 

M».  MOBTON  :  How  is  the  money 
expended  ? 

*SiR  JOHN  GORST:  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  down  a  question  I  will 
tell  him  exactly  what  papm  are  sent 
out. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

54.  £15,914,  to  oomplete  the  sum 
for  the  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 
Beventies,  &c..  Office. 

55.  £37,051,  to  compete  the  sum  for 
the  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  I  wished  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner,  if  he  had  been  in 
his  place,  one  or  two  questions.  One 
was  with  regard  to  Holyrood  Palace. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  That  comes 
under  Class  I.  The  occasion  for  raising 
that  has  passed.  This  Vote  only  refers 
to  the  organisation  of  the  Office. 

Mb.  MORTON :  I  wished  to  ask  a 
question  with  regard  to  a  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which  was 


not  quite  in  accordance  with  my  infor- 
mation. I  also  wished  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  a  reply  he  gave  me 
as  to  the  water  in  Trafai^tur  Square.  I 
will  defer  my  question  till  B^ort  or 
some  other  occasion. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

56.  £16,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Secret  Bcnrice. 

57.  £7,206,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office. 

Mb.  MOBTON:  I  wish  to  ask  a 
question  with  regard  to  a  vaccination 
case  which  came  beforethe  magistrates- 
at  Ayr  on  Jan.  12.  A  man  was  only 
fined  one  shilling,  but  the  expenses- 
were  £1  198.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  the  expenses  were  legal 
charges.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  bill  of 
costs,  and  perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  not  this  paper  before 
him  When  he  answered  the  question  I 
put  to  him.  There  are  seven  items, 
and  I  want  some  information  about  th& 
second  and  third — copy  of  plaint,  3s. ; 
copy  of  service,  3s.  I  am  informed 
that  these  are  overcharges.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  cannot  say  now 
whether  that  is  so  or  not  I  will  defer 
the  question.  The  matter  is  one  which 
reqmres  the  consideration  of  the  law 
officers  of  Scotland. 

*The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  0.  J. 
Peabson,  Edinbui^  and  St.  Andrew'a 
TJniversities) :  This  is  not  the  first  timd 
this  question  has  been  raised.  I  do 
not  carry  all  the  particulars  in  my 
mind,  but  my  recollection  is  that  I  had 
the  bill  before  me  when  I  answered 
the  question,  and  that  I  went  through 
the  items  and  was  satisfied  that  the 
charges  were  correctly  made  under 
Schedule  A  of  the  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion (Scotland)  Act.  The  item  which 
appeared  to  me  doubtful  was  a  charge 
by  the  Inspector;  but  I  understand 
that  this  item  was  wrongly  put  down 
as  fees,  and  that  it  was  really  out- 
of-pocket  expenses.  However,  if  the 
hon.  Member  will  put  down  a  question 
I  will  give  him  the  information  he 
desires. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  shall  take  an  op- 
portunity of  putting  a  question  down. 

Vote  agreed  to. 
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58.  jC15,318,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Fishery  Board,  Scotland. 


59.  £3,856,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
'the  Lonacy  Commission,  Scotland. 

60.  £5,566,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Begistrar  General's  Office,  Scot- 
land. 

61.  £6,117,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Board  of  Supervision,  for  Belief  of 
the  Poor,  and  for  Public  Health. 

Cuss  in. 

63.  £42,358,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Xjaw  Charges. 

63.  £24,942,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
MiBoellaneouB  Legal  Expenses. 

64.  £200,702,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

66.  £4,510,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Land  Begistry. 

66.  £31,029,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
■the  County  Courts. 

67.  £3,185,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Police  Courts,  London  and  Sheer- 
ness. 

68.  £37,566,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Police  (England  and  Wales). 

69.  £455,432,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies. 

70.  £129,865,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Great  Britain. 

71.  £24,013.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Broadmoor  Cnminal  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

72.  £62,742.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law,  Soot- 
land. 

73.  £25,302,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Register  House,  Edinburgh. 

74.  £5,935,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Crofters'  Commission. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
how  this  Commission  is  getting  on, 
.and  when  it  is  likely  to  finish  its 
labours.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  high 
time  that  all  the  crofters  had  been  dealt 
with,  BO  far  as  Parliament  intended — 
namely,  with  respect  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  their  holdings  and  the  reduc- 


tion of  rent.  I  should  like  to  impre 
the  Commission,  through  the  hon. 
learned  Gentleman,  the  necemitj 
further  reduction  of  rent.  Twoshil 
an  acre  is  too  much.  I  have  takei 
opportunity  of  going  over  many  of 
crofts,  and  they  seem  cartainlj 
worth  more  than  a  shilling  an  aon 
was  pleased  to  notice  that  the  c 
were  kept  in  much  better  oond: 
than  was  to  be  expected. 

*Sni  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  can  ae 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Cro 
Commission  are  getting  through  ( 
work  with  all  the  rapidity  they 
One  of  the  reasons  why  arrears  t 
sometimes  accrue  is  that  the  Com 
sioners  have  to  personally  visit  out! 
^stricts  to  engage  in  the  work  oriF  va 
tioD  and  to  hear  evidence.  I  am  no 
a  position  to  ^ve  the  hon.  Gentiei 
all  the  information  he  desires,  but 
doubt  he  will  find  most  of  it  read; 
hand  in  the  Reports  of  the  Commise 
In  one  Department,  that  dealing  \ 
the  increase  of  the  size  of  holdii 
there  is  not  so  much  to  show  for 
work  of  the  Commission  as  in  the 
other  departments — those  dealing  v 
the  reduction  of  rent  and  the  worl 
off  of  arrears.  In  those  two  la 
departments  the  Commission  h 
done  good  and  useful  work.  With 

fird  to  the  mlargement  of  the  holdi 
fear  that  in  many  cases  the  posit 
of  the  crofters  is  such  that  they  can 
afford  to  fulfil  the  conditions  which 
necessary  before  an  enlargement  car 
made.  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Mc 
ber  made  any  objection  to  any  p 
ticular  items  of  the  work  of 
Commission,  the  Vote  for  which  sfao 
a  decrease  on  that  of  last  year.  • 

Mr.  EDWARD  HOLDEN :  Wl 
we  consider  that  in  any  hiture  war 
must  depend  a  great  deal  for  our  ton 
on  the  classes  of  Scotch  crofters  and  Ir 
peasantry,  I  trust  the  Commision  v 
do  everything  to  foster  the  class 
crofters,  and  not  to  drive  them  aw 
from  their  holdings. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  hi 
seen  the  reports  to  which  t 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  i 
ferred,  and  have  also  visited  t 
crofts.  I  want  the  GommissioD  to  { 
on  a  little  foBtet,  to  reduce  t 
rents  and  toenlaige  the  holdings. 
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am   glad  to  know  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  arrears  have  been  wiped  off. 
The  justice  of  the  complaints  made  by 
the  srofters  on  the  point  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  the  Commission  should 
have  wiped  off  from  fire  to  eight  per 
cent,  of  the  arrears.    I  hope  a  happier 
time  is  coming  for  these  poor  crofters, 
when,  instead  of  driving  t^em  to  the 
sea  or  to  foreign  countries,  we  shall 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  Uving 
decently  and  respectably  in  their  own 
country,  and  shall  use  the  land  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  and  the  people 
instead  of  keeping  it  for  sheep,  deer, 
and  sport. 
•Me.     ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland) :  I  do  not  propose  to 
go  into  the  question  of  the  policy  of 
the  Commission,  but  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  about  its  administration,  I 
have  received  many  compldints  of  the 
way    the  Commission   appoints  its 
assessors ;  it  has  limited  itself  to  the 
appointment  of  people  who  have  been 
historically  opposed  to  the  crofters, 
andthrareisnoexcuseforthat.  Thereare 
amongst  the  crofters  many  men  as 
intdligent  as  any  of  the  assessors; 
and  uiat  was  not   denied  by  the 
iH^deoessor  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  I  do  not  suppose  he 
will  deny  it.   We  do  not  ask  uiat  the 
assessors  should  be  entirely  appointed 
from  the  crofters,  but  that,  at  any  rate, 
some  of  them  should  be.    I  fully  admit 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  has  no  power 
of  interfering  with  the  Commission, 
but  I  think  we  are  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  bringing  this  question  before 
the  House  as  a  matter  of  admini- 
stration  which    requires  reforming. 
I  r^iret  to  be  obliged  to  make  these 
remarks  about  the  Crofters  Commis- 
sioners ;  but  in  my  opinion,  until  it  is 
shown  that  there  is  some  connection 
between  the  evidence  led  and  the 
judgments  delivered,  there  will  be  no 
satisfaction  given  in  this  matter.  The 
Judges  of  the  land  do  not  think  it 
beneath   their   dignity  to  give  the 
reasons  for  the  judgments  at  which 
they  arrive.   Why  then  should  the 
Crofters    Commiraioners   persist  in 
giving  no  reason  to  show  thwe  is  a 
connection  betwe«i  the  evidence  led 
and  the   rent   fixed?     I   think  I 
would  not  be  justified  in  allowing  this 


Vote  to  be  taken  without  expressing;. 
the  opinion  that  there  is  great  discon-' 
tent  among  my  own  constituency  and 
the  people  of  the  Highlands  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  rents  are  fixed^ 
and  because  the  Commissioners^  not- 
withstanding the  representations  made 
on  the  subject,  nave  chosen  their 
assessors  from  one  class  of  the  com- 
munity, which  is  known  to  be  utterly- 
opposed  to  the  crofters  in  every  re^ct^ 

Vote  agreed  to. 

75.  £62,648,  to  complete  the  sum  for 

Prisons,  Scotland. 

(11.1.)  Mb.  WALLACE  (Edm- 
burgh,  E.) :  I  wish  to  say  one  word 
upon  the  Prisons  Vote  for  Scotland  in 
connection  with  the  ineqnality  of  th» 
salaries  of  the  officials  in  the  English 
and  Scotch  prisons.  There  is  a  very 
great  inequality  of  the  salaries  between 
the  officials  in  English  and  Scotch, 
prisons,  and  for  no  reason  that  I  can 
see,  except  the  general  reason  of 
the  contempt  of  the  English  for 
Scotchmen.  The  duties  performed  by 
Scotch  prison  officials  are  identically 
the  same,  but  the  salaries  are  extremely 
xmequal.  I  shall  not  go  into  details* 
but  I  challenge  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  say  that  I  am  in  error 
when  I  affirm  that  either  the  Scotch 
officials  are  very  much  underpaid 
or  the  English  officials  are  very 
much  overpaid  for  performing  the 
same  work.  I  think  this  is  par- 
ticularly aggravating  in  the  case 
of  prison  officialism.  I  do  not  see  why 
prison  duties  in  Scotland  should  be  so- 
much  nndrar-valued  as  they  are.  T 
rather  think  it  should  be  the  other  way. 
I  have  considerable — I  will  not  say 
connection  but  experience  in  scoundrel- 
ism  J  both  in  England  and  Scotland; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  in  the  parti- 
cular claim  for  bad  eminence  the 
Scottish  criminals  occupy  a  higher 
position  in  their  peculiar  walk  than 
that  which  is  attamed  by  the  English, 
criminals  in  the  same  direction,  and  in 
my  opinion  it  requires  a  higher  class  of 
official  to  pay  the  requisite  attentions 
to  the  prisoners.  Perhaps  I  may  be  told 
corruptio  opiimi  pessima,  when  I  say 
that  taking  everything  all  round  the 
Scottish  ruffian  is  a  person  of  a  higher 
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«la8B  and  occupies  a  more  eminent 
position  of  baseness  than  the  corre- 
sponding representative  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  description  ;  but  so  far  from  the 
Scottish  prison  official  being  paid  in  an 
inferior  way  in  comparison  with  his 
Anglican  rival,  I  think  if  there  is  to  be 
Any  inequaUty  it  ought  to  be  the  other 
way  about.  I  know  there  is  one 
argument  which  will  probably  be  used 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  whose 
■serioos  demeanour  I  obserre  in  this 
matter.  He  is  always  serious,  but 
sometimes  he  is  more  serious  than 
usual ;  and  in  this  connection,  as  I  now 
see  him  studying  with  great  gravity  the 
paper  before  him,  I  am  aware  that 
one  of  the  arguments  he  will  probably 
use  is  that  in  Scotland  we  have 
gieater  facihties  for  obtaining  suitable 
men  in  this  connection,  and  that  there- 
fore there  is  a  larger  market  available 
for  the  selection  of  prison  officials,  and 
that  therefore  they  can  be  obtained 
more  cheaply  in  Scotland.  Well,  that 
powibl^  may  be  true ;  but  what  I  want 
to  put  IS  this ;  if  that  be  so,  why  do  not 
the  English  prison  officials  open  their 
market  to  the  Scottish  suppUes  ?  If  it 
be  true  that  capable  men  mr  attending 
to  criminals  are  more  abundant  and 
more  easily  procured  in  Scot- 
land, why  do  not  they  advertise 
in  Scotland  for  appUcations  to  be 
■sent  in  for  Engh^  employment? 
If  it  be  true,  as  is  alleged,  that  Scottish 
prison  officials  are  paid  less  than 
English  prison  ofiBciafs  because  they 
are  more  eacdlyproonrable,  then  I  am 
what  sort  of  English  economy  is  it 
that  they  do  not  apply  in  Scotland  for 
applicants  for  such  situations  ?  If  that 
argument  has  nothing  in  it,  I  say  that 
the  EngHsb  administration  of  prisons 
is  conducted  in  ft  most  extravagant 
manner. 

•(ll.H.)  Sib  JOHN  GORST:  This 
is  a  matter  which  has  been  ahready 
■discussed  once  during  the  present 
Session,  as  well  as  in  previous  years; 
and  it  is  extremely  ci«ditaUe  to  the 
patriotism  of  a  Scottish  repre- 
sentative that  this  question  should  be 
raised  again.  But  the  real  fact  is  that 
there  is  no  intention  whatever  to  inflict 
any  slight  on  Scottish  nationality. 
There  are  a  great  mwy  Sootohmen 
«mployed  in  English  pristms,  and  Irish- 
Mr.  WaUace 


men  too.   It  is  not  a  question  of  the 
nationality  of  the  officers  employed  ;  it 
is  a  question  of  the  locality  of  the  prison 
in  which  the  employment  takes  place. 
And  I  should  say  myself  that  the  real 
cause  of  the  low  scale  of  salaries  in  the 
Scottish  prisons  is  due  to  the  action  of 
the  Scottish  Local  Authorities  them- 
selves before  the  prisons  were  taken 
over  by  the  Imperial  GU>vemment,  be- 
cause I  find  that  as  soon  as  the  Scot- 
tish Prisons  Act  was  passed  in  1877 
there  was  a  new  scale  of  salaries  for  all 
persons  employed  in  prisons  imme- 
diately prescribed  by  the  Treasury  ; 
and  on  the  whole,  taking  them  aU 
round,    there   was   a  rise  of  over 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  salaries  paid  to 
officials  in  the  Scottish  prisons.  The 
taxpayers  are  not  disposed,  I  think,  to 
allow  an  increase  in  salaries  to  take 
place  at  too  rapid  a  rate ;  and  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  will 
admit  that  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent, 
all  round  was  a  very  substantial  in- 
crease on  the  salaries  which  the  Looal 
Authorities  thought  adequate  for  it» 
payment  of  those  officers.    There  is  no 
allegation  that  the  officials  in  the 
Scottish  prisons  are  in  any  way  inferior 
to  those  in  the  prisons  in  London,  or 
Manchester,  or  Liverpool,  or  in  any 
other  large  town.    Ai^  su^stion  that 
may  be  made  to  the  Government  with 
re^ird  to  the  payment  of  salaries  ^viU 
receive  attention  ;  but  so  far  as  I  can 
see  no  complunts  of  this  kind  have 
been  made.   If  it  can  be  shown  that 
there  is  any  prison  in  which  the  service 
is  inadequate,  and  which  is  improperly 
conducted,  by  reason  of  the  low  scale 
of  pay  which  is  given,  no  doubt  it 
would  be  a  good  ground  for  the  Treasury 
to  increase  the  scale  of  salaries  in  that 
particular  locality. 

(11.14.)  Mb.  WALLACE :  I  do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
quite  taken  the  point.  What  I  wish  to 
say  is,  if  the  Scottish  prison  officials 
are  sufficient  paid  for  performing  the 
same  duties,  I  want  to  know  upon  what 
sroand  of  economy  the  fact  can  be 
defended  that  the  English  prison 
officials,  who  perform  the  same  duties, 
are  paid  more  highly  ?  It  is  not  simply 
a  Scotch  question.  I  am  not  merely  a 
Scotch  Member,  but  I  am  a  Member  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
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I  speaik  from  an  English  point  of  view. 
<3fiuiting  all  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said,  if  the  Bcottish  prison 
officials  are  properly  paid,  then  the 
English  prison  officials  are  too  highly 
paid,  and  I  want  to  know  on  what 
grounds  he  defends  English  extrava- 
£ance. 

*(11.16.)  Sib  JOHN  GOEST :  The 
salaries  of  the  English  prison  officials 
must  be  raised  on  the  English  Prisons 
Vote.  If  ^  hon.  Member  thinks  they 
are  too  high,  and  attacks  the  English 
Ihriflons  V^,  I  have  joo  doubt  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
8tate  for  the  Home  Department  will 
show  adequate  reasons  for  the  scale  of 
pay  of  English  prison  officers.  I  ought, 
however,  to  have  mentioned  that  so 
much  impressed  were  the  Government 
with  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caithness  (Dr.  Clark)  on  this  poii^t 
that  a  Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  consider  the  scale  of  pay  of  Scottish 
prison  officers.  If  the  result  should  be 
that  the  Committee  report  that  the 
scale  is  inadequate,  no  doabt  it  will  be 

ai.l7.)  Mb.  WALLACE:  I  am  glad 
to  nave  dragged  that  information  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  if  he 
thinks  the  technical  escape  that  he  has 
made  is  sufficient  for  his  d^enoe  I 
have  no  objection  to  his  enjoyment  of 
that  position. 

(11.18.)  Mb.  MORTON  :  I  am  satis- 
fied that  this  is  more  an  English  than 
«  Scottish  question,  and  what  I  want 
to  do  is  to  reduce  the  English  and 
Irish  salaries  to  the  Scottish  bvel.  The 
Scottish  Estimates  are  more  eoonomi- 
oally  managed  all  round.  Although  the 
Lord  Advocate  is  quite  as  good  a  man  as 
the  Attorney  General  he  does  not  get 
one  half  or  one  fourth  of  the  Attorney 
General's  salary.  If  you  would  allow 
the  Scottish  people  to  manage  your 
business  a  little  more  you  would,  save  a 
great  deal  of  money.  The  remedy  for 
the  hon.  Member  for  Edinbui^h  (Mr. 
Wallace)  to  adopt  is  Scottish  Home 
Bule — to  allow  the  Scotch  to  manage 
(heir  basiness  for  themselTea — and  I 
believe  he  will  then  find  that  the 
Scottish  people  would  not  consent  to 
increase  the  salary  either  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  or  anybody  else. 

(11.19.)  Vote  agreed  to. 


Class  IV. 

76.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  ft  autn,  not  exoeeding  £3,796,213,  be 
gr»Dted  to  Her  HajestT,  to  eompUite  the  raiii 
neeewary  to  defray  tne  Cbai^  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3lBt  day  of  March,  1693, 
for  Public  Hdneation  in  England  and  Wales, 
including  Ezpoiaea  of  the  Eaocation  OfBee  in, 
London."' 

(11.30.)  Mb.  SINCLAIR  (Falkurk, 

&c.) :  I  think  this  is  in  ordinary 
years  one  of  the  most  important  and 
interesting  of  the  Votes  taken  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  it  has  been  put  without  any 
explanation  by  the  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion. Last  year  a  change  was  effected 
by  which  a  grant  of  ten  shillings  per 
child  in  average  attendance  was  given, 
and  it  would  be  exceedingly  interesting 
to  have  on  this  occasion,  from  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council,  a  short  state- 
ment as  to  the  result  of  this  change 
upon  education  in  England,  because 
few  subjects  attract  more  attention 
among  the  electorate  generally  than 
the  way  in  which  this  large  sum^ 
amounting  to  six  millions  sterling,  is 
applied,  and  the  useful  work  that  it 
accomplishes  in  the  country  at  large. 

-(11.31.)  The  VICE  PRESIDENT 
OP  THE  COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt 
Dtkk,  Kent,  Dartford) :  The  hon. 
Member  is  quite  right  in  his  remark 
that  it  is  usual  that  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  this  Vote  should  make  a 
statement  upon  it.  I  have  not  thought 
it  right  to  do  so  for  reasons  which  will 
be  obvious  to  the  Committee.  The 
hon.  Member  asked  for  information 
with  regard  to  the  Act  passed  last 
year.  We  have  not  yet  very  full 
information  with  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act,  but  I  may  assure  the 
Committee  that,  so  far  as  the  effect 
has  been  ascertained  hj  the  Depart- 
ment, there  is  not  only  nothing  to 
complain  of — and  no  comj^nts  have 
come  from  any  part  of  the  country — 
but  we  have  two  points  to  the  good. 
The  first  operation  of  the  Act  has  oeen 
to  mcrease  the  attendance  of  children 
at  school.  There  are  exceptions,  of 
course,  but  in  most  districts  an 
inoreased  attendance  Iws  resultoA  from 


Digitized  by 


671    Supply— Civil  Services,  {COMMONS} 


tte.  Eatimates.  672 


the  passing  of  the  Act.  We  have  also 
this  point  to  the  good— we  hare  been 
able  to  encourage  thrift  among  the 
ver)'  youngest  of  the  population.  We 
have  issued  from  the  Department  a 
Memomndum  giving  information  in 
that  direction,  and  the  scheme  has 
been  very  largely  taken  up  in  our 
elementary  schools.  In  many  cases  I 
am  glad  to  say  the  children  are  now 
putting  the  amount  of  their  school  fees 
into  th^  savings  banks.  We  have 
therefore,  at  all  events,  a  great  encour- 
agement with  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  Act.  I  should  like  to  have  gone 
into  a  long  disquisition  on  this  Vote 
to-night.  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  in  the  matter;  but  I  dp  not 
like  to  disturb  the  equable  course  of 
the  Estimates.  What  I  should  pro- 
pose to  do  is  this — if  there  be  no  oppor- 
tunity upon  Report,  I  shall  pubUsh  as 
a  Parliamentary  Paper  an  elaborate 
tabular  statement  with  regard  to  the 
progress  of  education  during  the  past 
year ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  do  that  than  to  break  in  on  the 
course  of  the  Estimates. 

(11.25.)  Mb.  H.  H,  FOWLER:  I 
think  a  great  deal  may  be  said  in  favour 
of  the  course  indicated  by  the  right  hon . 
Baronet.  No  doubt  this  Vote  has  been 
reached  much  earlier  than  was  antici- 
pated, and  a  good  man^  Members  who 
are  specially  interested  in  the  education 
question  are  not  in  the  Honse  at  the 
present  moment.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmBtances  I  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  he  mi^ht  make 
his  statement  on  a  fnture  occasion.  He 
might  with  the  approval  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House  make  his  statement  on 
one  of  the  stages  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  as  has  been  done  on  occasions 
when  the  circumstances  were  similar. 
At  eUI  events,  it  would  be  venr  tmdesir- 
able  to  embark  upon  a  very  abbreviated 
discussion  to-night. 

(11.26.j  Mb.  SINCLAIR:  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied,  and  have  quite  achieved 
the  object  I  haid  in  view,  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
has  referred  to  two  points  of  very  great 
interest,  but  there  is  another  of  equal 
importance  to  which  he  hfts  not  alluded 
at  all  and  on  which  a  few  words  would 
be  very  welcome.  We  should  like  to 
Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke 


know  what  has  been  the  eiBEect  of  the 
measure  of  last  year  upon  the  regularity 
of  the  attendance  ol  tne  children  whose 
names  are  on  the  roll.  Has  free 
education  had  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  regularity  of  attendance,  or  has  it 
had  the  effect  which  it  was  supposed 
in  some  years  it  would  have — especiallj 
among  the  children  belonging  to  tl^ 
very  poorest  classes— of  diminishing  the 
attendances  at  school,  on  the  ground 
that  there  are  certain  people  who  do 
not  think  so  much  of  that  which  they 
receive  for  nothing  as  of  that  for  which 
they  have  to  pay  ? 

*(11.29.)  Snt  W.  HAR'^  DYKE  :  It 
is  very  difficult  to  answer  that  question 
at  the  present  sta^  with  the  informa- 
tion we  have  now  in  our  possession,  but 
that  information  shows  that,  with 
regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  attend- 
ance of  the  children,  we  have  still 
something  to  complain  of.  It  2bay  be 
necessary,  perhaps,  to  enforce  attend- 
ance by  some  more  stringent  methods 
than  those  we  are  now  able  to  adopt, 
espeoiallv  in  those  cases  where  as  in- 
dicated by  the  hon.  Member,  parents 
may  think  that  what  they  get  for 
nothing  is  not  worth  having.  But  I  may 
assure  the  Committee  that  from  the 
information  I  have  received  in  travellings 
about  the  country  and  otherwise,  the 
result  of  the  Act  of  last  year  has  been 
to  actualhr  increase  the  r^olarity  of 
the  atten&nce. 

(11.30.)  Db.  tanner  :  I  wish  to 
know  whether  it  is  really  a  fact  that 
compulsion  has  not  been  successful^ 
and  whether  the  ri§^t  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  satisfied  .with  the  present  state 
of  i^Eairs  with  lesard  to  sohool  att^id- 
ance  in  England.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  for  over  three  million 
pounds,  and  instead  of  making  a  speech 
with  regard  to  it  he  says  he  will  pre- 
sent a  statement  to  the  House  later  on. 
Now,  is  that  a  satisfactory  way  of  dnal- 
ing  with  the  voting  of  several  miUions 
of  money?  Too  often  have  I  seen 
responsible  Ministers  get  up  at  a  lato 
hour  of  the  night  and  tell  us  that  it  i» 
too  much  trouble  to  make  statements^ 
although  they  are  ioUy  well  paid  for 
doing  so.  Wh^  does  not  tne  hon. 
Member  for  Falurk  (Mr.  Smolair),  who 
raised  the  question,  stick  to  his  gBns» 
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and  force  a  statement  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ?   Why  is  there  all  this 
shilly-shallying,  which  would  disgust 
the  heart  of  any  honest  man.    If  we 
have  come  here  to  do  business,  let  us 
do  it.    English  ahd  Scotch  Members 
should  remember  that  their  constituents 
will  ask  them  what  they  are  doing  with 
this  money.    Instead  of  the  minute  and 
a  haU-statement  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemui  we  should  have  had  the 
whole  position  of  afGurs  explained  in  a 
business-like  way  to  the  country,  so 
that  the  people  might  know  how  the 
money  was  to  be  used.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wishes  to  put  the  statement 
on  paper,  so  that  there  should  be  no 
Ittpaus    lingua ;  but  he  has  had  to 
admit  that  compulsion  in  England  has 
proved  unsatisfactory,  and  that  he  will 
aave  to  ask  for  more  stringent  powers 
to  compel  children  to  attend  school. 

(11.34.)  Me.  SAMUEL  EVANS 
(Glamorgan,  Mid) :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  the 
Government  intend  to  do  with  respect 
to  allowing  public  meetings  to  be  held 
in  elementary  schools.  Is  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  to  be  dropped  or  to 
be  proceeded  with,  if  not  in  its  present 
form,  at  least  in  some  form  or  otker  ? 

(11.36.)  Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Green,  N.E.) :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  replies  to  the  question  put 
by  my  hon.  Friend,  I  would  like  to  say 
that  the  remarks  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  on  the 
question  of  compulsion  in  regard  to 
jree  education  must  not  be  taken  as 
representing  the  views  of  English 
Members.  Many  of  us  may  feel  that 
it  has  not  done  aA  that  it  was  expected 
to  do,  and  that  more  yet  may  be  done  ; 
bat  it  should  be  remembered  that  there 
have  been  difficulties  to  overcome,  and 
that  the  Free  Education  Act  has  done 
a  ^eat  deal  of  good  in  England.  I 
believe  that  the  more  rigidly  the  com- 
pulsory clauses  are  enforced  the  more 
satisfactory  will  be  the  results. 

(11.38.)  Mb.  MOBTON:  When  the 
Aot  was  passed  last  ^ar  it  was  certainly 
hoped  that  the  adoption  of  farther 

compulsory  powers  would  be  unneces- 
sary. I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  more 
stringent  measures  ^e  required  in  order 
to  get  the  children  to  school. 

VOL.  V.  [rODBTH  BBBIBB.] 


•(11.40.)  Sib  W.  HART  DYKE  :  The 
hon.  Member  is  mistaken.  I  am  only 
asking  the  Committee  to  pass  this  sum 
of  money.  As  to  the  results  of  the 
Free  Education  Act,  I  say  they  are 
hopeful.  At  the  same  time,  notwith- 
standing the  large  sum  of  money  that 
has  been  spent  in  carrying  out  the 
Act,  it  will  not  do  to  expect  too  much 
from  it  alone.  What  we  wish  to  see 
is  that  the  taxpayers  get  their  money's 
worth. 

(11.42.)  Me.  MORTON  :  I  am  glad 
to  get  that  explanation,  I  agree  that 
compulsion  is  necessary,  especially  in 
order  to  get  what  are  called  the  gutter 
children  into  the  schools.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make  oleer 
in  his  printed  statement  how  many 
schools  have  bean  made  entirely  free  by 
the  Free  Education  Act.  I  find  in 
the  accounts  an  item  of  £800  for  an 
architect  to  the  Education  Department. 
Does  that  refer  to  the  same  gentleman 
who  recently  acted  for  the  London 
School  Board  ?  I  have  been  asked  to 
call  attention  to  this  matter.  It  is 
further  stated  in  the  foot-note  that  this 
gentleman  is  likewise  E^rchitect  for 
Scotland ;  but  so  little  value  is  attached 
to  him  there  that  he  is  given  no  salary. 
It  is  strange  that  the  Scotch  Members 
cannot  find  an  architect  of  their  own, 

*(11.43.)  Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHER- 
LAND: I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  some  information  with 
reference  to  the  regulations  as  to  the 
teaching  of  physiography  in  the  rural 
districts  of  Scotland.  A  great  number 
of  people  call  for  the  revision  of  these 
regulations.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  gentlemen  holding  degrees  &om 
Aberdeen  Univerraty  are  not  capable 
of  teaching  the  elementary  stage  of 
physiography. 

*(11.44.)  Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE : 
I  must  express  my  surprise  that  this 
great  and  important  branch  of  national 
expenditure  should  have  been  brought 
forward  without  any  preliminary  state- 
ment. Six  years  ago  such  a  statement 
was  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon 
Playf air) ,  who  then  occupied  the 
position  now  filled  so  admirably 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  present 
Vice  President  of  the  Council. 
3  C 
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Me.  H.  H.  FOWLBB:   On  the 
Appropnation  Bill. 
*SiB  RICHABD  TEMPLE:  It  is 
essentially  to  the  credit  of  the  House 
of  Commons  that,  before  the  Session 
closes,    a    full    and   proper  state- 
ment   should    be    made    by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  question. 
The  Report  Stage  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  or  some  other  time  may  afford  the 
opportunity.    I  can  quite  understand 
that  nobody  would  expect  such  vast 
sums  of  money  to  be  voted  away  as 
they  have  been  this  evening,  and  I  do  not 
knowwhat  peopleoutside  will  think  of  it. 
At  all  events,  we  have  been  sitting  and 
allowing  thii^  to  go  on  until  we  have 
now  reached  a  Department,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  a  statement  has  always 
been  made.    And  I  think  the  House 
and  the  country  are  entitled  to  a  regular 
statement  from  the  responsible  Minister 
explaining  the  educational  residts  of 
the  year,  and  the  reports  of  the  several 
inspeotors,  cmd  also  containing  some 
reference  to  the  Code — ^if  any  changes 
have  been  made,  if  any  are  intended, 
and,  if  so,  how  will  they  operate.  Let 
me  assure  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
that  people  in  the  villages,  as  well  as 
in  the  towns,  regard  with  exceptional 
interest  all    these  matters ;    and  I 
earnestly    hope    that    some  proper 
opportunity   will  be  taken  to  make 
the  usual  statement .     In  reference 
to  what  fell    from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber   for    Falkirk     (Mr.  Sinclair), 
I  think  I  may  fairly  say  that  the 
general  impression  is  that  the  measure 
of  free  education    has    tended  to 
improve  the  attendance  ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, attendances  remain  very  unsatis- 
factory in  the  interior  of  the  country  as 
compared  with  the  great  towns,  and  I 
hope  that  warning  will  be  taken  in  this 
matter,  because  if  it  should  happen  that 
attendance  under  the  voluntary  system 
is  not  secured  so  regularly  as  under  the 
School  Board  system,  there  will  be  an 
agitation  in  favour  of  the  latter.   I  am 
anraid,  at  all  events,  that  one  effoct  in 
the  metropolitan  area  of  Seeing  schools 
ia  to  farther  endan^  the  voluntary 
schools;  and  the  opinion  of  many  metro- 
politan managers  is  that  before  long 
we  shall  have  to  take  charge  of  many 
of  the  voluntary  schools,  to  the  great 
augmentation  of  the  rates.   I  am  very 


happy  to  be  able  to  confirm  what  has 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  W. 

Hart  Dyke)  in  reference  to  the  Sa\'ing8 
Banks.    So  far  the  result  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  I  believe  with  my  colle- 
agues that  we  shall  before  long  see  a 
large  development  of  the  Savings  Bank 
system,  in  connection  with  our  educa- 
tional institutions,  which  will  greatly 
conduce  to  the  foimdation  from  child- 
hood of  thrift  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.   An  expression  fell  from  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Peterborough,  with 
regard  to  which  I  must  ex^ws  my 
surprise.   The  hon.  Member  spoke  of 
"  gutter  children,"  an  expression  which 
never  now  comes  from  the  lips  of  an 
educationist.    It  is  not  considered  a 
proper  expression  to  use  with  reference 
to  those  children  who  are  imfortu- 
nately  situated,  and  who  ought  there- 
fore to  be  the  first  object  of  our  care. 
With   reference  to  the  architect  of 
whom  inquiry  has  been  made,  I  may 
say  he  was  employed  in  oonnectioD 
with  the  School  Board  of  London ;  bat 
his  services  were  transferred  to  the 
Education    Department.    I  should 
like  to  point  out  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend  that    School    Board  people 
regard  with  much  anxiety  the  new 
Bill  with  respect  to  Industrial  Schools. 
We  consider  these  schools  part  of  our 
work.    In  connection  with  them  most 
useful  and  benevolent  operations  are 
successfully  carried  on,  and  we  should 
be  sorry  to  see  them  transferred.  We 
have  been  enabled  to  do  much  good  to 
these  poor  children  to  whom  the  hon. 
Member  for  Peterborough  applied  a 
term  not  properly  applicable. 

Me.  MOETON  :  I  should  like  to  say 
to  the  hon.  Baronet  that  I  did  not  use 
the  term  of  which  he  complains  in  an 
ofiensive  sense.  It  is  a  technical 
term  which  has  been  used  for  some 
years.  The  complaint  shows,  I  think» 
how  careful  we  can  be  of  the  woriring- 
men's  votes  when  we  are  near  the 
General  Election.  It  is  notorious  that 
the  London  School  Board  neglected  for 
years  that  class  of  children ;  it  was  said 
that  they  were  not  clean  enough.  I 
am  sorry  to  learn  from  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  the  architect  referred  to 
is  the  gentleman  who  was  in  the 
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oe  of  the  School  Board,  because 
ly  opinion  he  is  responsible  for 
Bostly  defects  in  London  school 
[ings.   I  do  not  see  how  a  man  of 

sort  can  be  good  enough  for 
Education  Department  if  he 
not  good  enough  for  the  School 
d.    I  am  glad  to  note  that  the 

is  so  largely  increased,  although 
kre  still  considerably  behind  the 
ed  States,  and  I  trust  that  the 
is  not  far  distant  when,  instead  of 
ing  money  on  war  and  other 
ers,  we  diall  devote  a  still  laiger 
to  the  free  education  of  the  ohud- 
>f  this  country. 

R.  JOHN  KLLIS  (Nottingham, 
loliffe) :  I  wish  to  support  the 
aI  made  by  the  hon.  Baronet  for  a 
r  statement.  The  statements  that 
idance  had  improved  and  that 
b  had  been  furthered  were  not  sup- 
id  by  figures,  and  consequently 
were  not  of  great  value.   I  ho|»e, 

I  the  statement  is  made,  it  will  in- 
i  a  complete  percentage  of  attend- 
s  under  the  Act  passed  last  year, 
also  full  statistics  in  respect  to  the 
iigs  Banks. 

a  W.  HABT  DYKE :  I  hope  the 
mittee  will  appreciate  the  extreme 
lulty  of  my  position  to-night,  and  I 
on  to  urge  that  no  hon.  Member 
rs  more  from  the  procedure  than 
>lf.  I  have  been  most  anxious- 
nothing  would  better  suit  the 
orters  of  the  Government — to  give 
la  House  a  full,  detailed  statement 
t  our  six  years'  work ;  and  I  hope 
>  will  yet*be  time  to  do  so,  instead 
kUing  back  upon  the  expedient  of 
inted  statement.  I  Bhall  be  glad 
ve  the  detailed  information  asked 
rom  my  place  in  Parliament  before 
Session  ends ;  and  with  reference  to 
98taon  asked  regarding  a  Bill  now 
:e  the  House  as  to  the  exemption 
kools  from  ratii^,  I  presume  that 

II  be  embraced  in  the  First  Lord's 
iment  on  Monday  next  with  refer- 
to  the  course  of  Pablio  Business. 
I  the  hon.  Member  for  Feter- 
Qgh  pi r.  Morton)  asked  a  question 

reference  to  the  Architect  to  the 
sation  Department.   That  gentle- 
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man  is  still  retained  by  the  Department 
as  Consulting  Architect,  and  we  find 
him  a  verv  competent  adviser.  The  lion. 
Member  forSutherLmdj^Mr.  A.  8utih«r- 
land)  asked  me  a  qaestion  in  regard  to 
the  teaching  of  dementary  ph/aio' 
graphy  in  t^  rural  distrieta  of  Soot' 
land ;  and  if  the  hon.  Member  wiiQ  "be 
good  enough  to  allow  me  a  day  or  two 
for  inquiry,  and  submit  a  question  tu 
me,  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  him. 
We  are  now  under  the  shadow  of  & 
Dissolution;  but  I  honestly  believe, 
considering  the  progress  we  have  madu 
to-night,  that  I  shall  be  able,  after 
consultation  with  my  right  hon.  Friendj^ 
to  find  an  opportunity  to  make  lUf 
statement. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  The  light 
hon.  Baronet  has  told  us  that  the  First 
Lord  will  make  a  statement  witih- 
regard  to  the  Bill  in  question,  bdii  t 
should  like  to  ask  him  if  he  is  io  It 
position  to  say  what  will  be  Aoot  ^ 
carry  out  the  Besolution  passed  by 
House  if  the  Bill  is  not  carried  ? 

Sib  W.  HABT  DYKE:  The  Reftolu- 

tion  is  embodied  in  the  Bill,  tmd  t 
the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  in  ordtf  to 
carry  out  the  Besoluticm. 

Mb.  HENBY  J.  WILSON  (SixAi^ 
W.B.,  Hohnfirth):  When  the 
hon.  BELTonet  makes  his  statement  I 
hope  he  will  include  in  it  some  ex- 
planation of  the  recent  appointment 
of  three  Inspectors,  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  a  good  deal  of  observatiai] 
in  certain  quarters.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  there  has  been  some- 
thing like  change  of  policy,  if  not  a 
breaiob  of  faith,  in  the  appomtment  of 
these  gwtlemen,  and  that  all  of  ibiem 
are  without  expoienee. 

Sib  W.  HABT  DYKE :  I  shall 
glad  to  allude  to  that  matter. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  noticed  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  AdmiralW  said  that 
we  were  not  near  a  Dissolution,  but 
now  we  are  told  that  the  real  object 
in  passing  tiie  Vote  is  to  get  thnnigb 
the  business,  and  have  a  Dissoldwi 
as  soon  as  pos^ble.  I  only  waited  for 
some  such  admission  on  the  part  of  & 
responsible  Member  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  in  order  to  assist  to 
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the  ntmoat  of  my  power  the  passing 
of  the  Votes.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Oovernment  take  them  en  bloc; 
and  if  they  decide  to  do  so,  they  will 
receive  my  most  loyal  support. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

77.  £400,054,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Science  and  Art  Department. 

78.  £104,560.  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  British  Museum. 

79.  £8,577,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Gallery. 

Db.  FABQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire. W.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  ohai^  of  these 
Estimates  whether  there  is  any  chance 
of  increased  accommodation  being  pro- 
vided for  pictures  in  the  National 
OalleiT  ?  Owing  to  want  of  spaee  the 
flow  of  benevolence  is  now  chei^ed,  and 
the  possibility  of  getting  farther  works 
of  art  into  the  gallery  is  at  an  end.  If 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  were 
present  I  should  have  addressed  to  him 
a  few  words  respecting  this  matter.  I 
believe  he  holds  there  ia  plenty  of  room. 
I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  may  be  in  charge  if  there  is  a 
probability  of  any  extra  accommodation 
being  found  for  pictures  which  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be  added — 


The  CHAIEMAN  :   Order,  order 
The  hon.  Member  seems  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  question  with  which  he 
is  dealing  comes  under  Class  I.  Vote, 
which  has  been  already  discussed. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

80.  £1,228.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

81.  £14,896,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Scientifio  InvestigationB,  &o. 

82.  £40,000,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Universities  and  Colleges,  Great 
Britain. 

83.  £183,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
London  University. 

84.  £366,336,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Public  Education,  Scotland. 

Mb.   PARKER   SMITH  (Lanark. 
Partick) :  Will  the  Lord  Advocate  say 
whether  he  is  going  to  make  any  state- 
ment on  this  subject  ? 
Dr.  Tanner 


Sm  G.  J.  PEARSON :  I  have 
doubt  that  ui  opportunity  may 
found  to  make  a  statement  on 
subject  at  a  later  stage  of  the  busin 

Vote  agreed  to. 

85.  £2,950,  to  complete  the  sum 
the  National  Gallery,  Sea.,  Scotland 

Resoluticms   to   be  reported 
morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
morrow. 

TAXES   (REGULATION  OP 
REMUNERATION)  BILL.--<Ma  21! 
OOmilTTKB. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Gonmiittee.) 
Clause  1. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Johh  Gk>B8X, 
following  Amendments  were  ag 
to  : — Page  1,  lines  9  and  10,  leave 
"  exceeding,"  and  insert  "  less  tha 
line  10,  after  "  poundage,"  inswt 
which  would  have  been  payable  tc 
clerk  by  way  of  poundage  if  he 
been  so  paid "  ;  hne  13,  leave 
'*  exceeding,"  and  insert  *'  less  tha 
line  18,  leave  out  sub-seotion  (3). 

Billreported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
sidered  to-morrow. 

MARRIAGES  ABROAD  BILL  [£or 
(N0.36L) 

GOUMITTEE. 

Conndered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Db.  tanner  :  We  have  no  ez^ 
tion  of  any  of  these  measnxes,  a 
think  we  ought  to  have  some  expl 
tion  to  save  us  the  trouble  of  repo 
Progress.  The  Government  hav 
ready  got  about  eight  millions  of  m 
to-night,  and  they  are  not  satisfied 
want  to  pass  fifteen  Bills  without 
explanation. 

thb  attorney  general 

RioHABD  Webstbb,  Isle  of  Wi 
This  Bill  is  merely  for  the  purpo 
putting  into  one  Bill  the  Acts  that 
been  ^wsed  with  respect  to  marr 
abroad.   It  includes  the  Act  that 
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last  year.  It  was  felt  that  there 
be  a  consolidated  Aot,  putting 
1  legislation  on  this  subject  into 
iasure.  The  Bill  hag  been  most 
ly  drafted,  and  I  have  gone 
h  it  carefnlly  myself.  It  intro- 
30  new  matter,  and  is  merely  for 
rpose  of  consolidating  all  the  Acts 
we  been  passed  on  this  subject. 

TANNER:  Iho^  the  right  hon. 
man  will  not  insist  on  taking  all 
^es  to-night,  as  he  did  on  the 

Be  agreed  to. 

ise  2. 

mdment  proposed,  to  add  the 
"  And  whether  he  is  or  is  not  a 
"—{The  Attorney  General.) 

ition  proposed,  "  That  those 
be  added." 

TANNER  :  If  this  is  simply  a 
.dationBill,  why  should  it  require 
ment?  If  the  Bill  has  been 
1  under  the  spedal  and  aU- 
ant  supervision  of  the  Attorney 
U,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
old  now  seek  to  amend  it.  The 
7e  are  now  scrambling  through 
tion  is  not  worthy  the  reputation 
House. 

RICHAED  WEBSTER  :  The 
ale  of  one  of  the  Acts  which  is 
consolidated  said  that  the  mar- 
form  should  state  whether  either 
ch  of  the  parties  was  or  was  not 
.  The  drafters  did  not  notice  this 
iilar  Schedule,  and  did  not  repeat 
urtioiilar  words.  The  words  are 
3Solutely  necessary,  and  the  Bill 

have  been,  practicnJly  speaking, 
Bte  without  them.  But  I  thought 

better  that  the  words  should  be 
ks  to  the  obligation  to  state  the 
and,  therefore,  I  moved  this 
iment. 

TANNER :  The  right  hon. 
jman  assured  us  a  moment  ago 
e  had  gone  through  this  Bill  with 
Bare  and  had  given  it  his  special 
on. 

RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I  said 
ig  of  the  kind. 


Db.  TANNJER  :  I  speak  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  House,  and  X  standby 
my  words.  With  respect  to  this  Bill 
there  are  no  Amendments  on  the  Papei", 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  gets  up  and 
proposes  Amendments  as  it  suits  .his 
isJiGy  or  humour.  I  cannot  qaita 
understand  the  right  hon.  G^tleouu^ 
anxiety  to  insert  these  raluable  woidto 
if  the  Bill  would  do  just  as  well  with- 
out them,  and  I  think  his  conduct  in 
respect  of  this  Bill  is  extraordinary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  t^reed  to. 
GlaoBes  3  and  4  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  insert 
words  "  and  shall  inform  the  partloB** ' 
— {The  Attorney  General.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  thaw 
words  be  inserted." 

Db.'TANNER  :  Here,  again,  I  thmSt 
we  ought  to  have  some  explanation. 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  'Bos 
present  Marriage  Law  provides  that 
where  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  give 
directions  as  to  a  marriage  being 
allowed  to  be  solemnised  the  marriage 
officer  shall  obey  the  directions  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  was  suggeste/I 
to  me  from  the  other  side  of  the  Houf>f- 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  parties 
should  be  informed  of  the  decidon  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  seemed 
60  reasonable  that  I  adopted  it 
have  embodied  it  in  this  Amendments 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  6  to  8,  inclusive,  agreed  lo. 
Clause  19. 

Verbal  Amendment  proposed. — {fhe 
Attorney  GenercU.) 

Db.  TANNER:  I  want  some  ek^ 
planation  of  this  Amendment. 

Sm  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  Th.- 
first  paragraph  directs  the  officer  t." 
solemnise  marriage  or  to  allow  it  to  b> ' 
solemnised  in  his  presence,  and  this  i-^ 
simply  a  correction  in  the  proviso  of 
the  elanse. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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^Clause,  as  amended^  agreed  to.  ~" 
OlauBes  20  to  25,  inolosive,  agreed  to. 
Clause  26. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  20,  after  "consul,"  to  add  "or 
other  marriage  officer." — {The  Attorney 
General,) 

Db.  TANNBB  :  I  should  like  an 
^^rolanation  of  this  Amendment. 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  In 
l^e  repealed  Acts  marriages  are 
Allowed  to  be  solemnised  before  a 
British  Consul  or  other  marriage  officer. 
The  Bill  provides  for  the  marriage 
before  the  Consul,  but  omits  "  or  other 
marriage  officer."  The  Amendment  is 
to  rectify  that. 

Amoidment  agreed  to. 

•Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

-Clause  27  agreed  to. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow. 

I^VAI.  KNIGHTS  OP  WIND80B  BILL 

(No.  369.) 
COMUITTEB. 

Omsidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Dr.  TANNER :  This  is  a  measure 
ualculated  to  take  away  from  the 
House  certain  privileges  in  connection 
with  this  Order,  and  we  have  had  no 
explanation  of  the  Bill.  One  or  two 
of  my  hon.  Friends  who  have  just  left 
the  House  asked  me  to  try  and  get  the 
ISOX  p(»tponed  in  or^r  that  an 
explanation  of  it  might  be  given.  I 
therefore  move  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
Upsed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
rtogress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 

—{Dr.  Tanner.) 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
oliester,  E.) :  I  confess  I  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  opposition  to  this 
3^1 ;  but  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  assures 
file  that  any  large  seotion  of  Members 
•^fewresto  discass  the  Bill  in  Committee, 


I  will  agree  to  his  Motion  to  ri 
Progress. 

Db.  TANNER:  A  very  large  set 
Several  of  my  hon.  Friends  hav 
cently  left  the  House,  not  knowing 
the  Oovemmuit  were  going  throuj 
these  Bills  in  this  way. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  t 
again  To-morrow. 

POLICB  BBTUBN8  BILU-(No. 
SECOND  BBADINQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion   made,  and  Qnestion 
posed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  n 
second  time." 

Da.  TANNER :  I  should  like 
explanation  of  the  object  of  this  £ 

The  secretary  of  STAT£ 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I 
the  County  and  Borough  Police 
the  police  are  obliged  to  make 
Returns  on  the  29th  September. 
Returns  of  other  Departments  a 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  this  £ 
simply  to  enable  the  police  to 
their  Returns  coincide  with  the 
Returns. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
mitted  for  To-morrow. 


EAST  INDIA  OFFICBRS'  BIL 
(Ka  BOeL) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read 

Motion  made,  and  Question 
posed.  "  That  the  Bill  bis  now  ri 
second  time." 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottin^ 
RushoIifiEe) :  I  appeal  to  the  Gc 
ment  not  to  go  on  with  this  Bi 
night,  as  there  are  a  number  of 
Members  who  are  interested 
desire  to  say  something  upon  it. 

Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE  I 
oester,  Evesham) :  I  join  in  m 
this  appeal,  as  I  know  there  are  u 
tant  Amendments  down  which 
Members  desire  to  urge. 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  May  I  also 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  pass  this  stage  ?  I  gather 
that  the  objection  is  not  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  but  to  details.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  my  hon.  Eriend  will 
agree  to  the  BiU  being  now  read  a 
second  time,  I  will  put  down  the  Com- 
mittee stage  for  Monday. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next. 

CORONERS'    DEPUTIES  BILL. 
CONSIDERATION. 

Order  ior  further  proceeding  on  Con- 
sideration, as  amended,  read. 

Mb.  HOWELL  fBethnal  Green, 
N,E.) :  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  let 
the  Bill  pass.  The  matter  has  been 
agreed  to  on  all  sides,  and  it  is  a  com- 
promise Bill. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  By  leave  of 
the  House  I  would  like  to  explain  that 
at  question  time  a  pledge  was  given 
that  no  private  Members'  Bills  should 
be  allowed  to  pass  after  twelve  o'clock. 
I  therefore  regret  that  I  cannot 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mb.  HOWELL :  I  objected  to  that 
course  at  question  time,  and  I  should 
have  followed  it  up,  but  that  I  under- 
stood that  the  pledge  did  not  refer  to 
Bills  which  had  reached  a  certain 
Bta^.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  Bills 
which  could  be  proceeded  with,  and  I 
appeal  to  the  Govemmoit  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  pass. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  under- 
standing was  that  the  House  should 
adjourn  after  the  Government  Business 

was  disposed  of. 

(12.45.)  Db.  tanner  :  I  certainly 
understood  that  unopposed  business 
weald  be  taken ;  and  upon  that  under- 
staoding,  I  have  waited  to  move  for  a 
Betimi,  notice  of  which  stands  in  my 
name. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Objection  being 
taken,  the  BiU  stands  over. 

Consideration  deferred  till  M<mday 
next. 


ARTIFICIAL   MANURES,  &o.  (ADUL- 
TERATION>  BILU-(No.  1£7.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(12.47.)  Mb.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  In  moving  the  diachai^ 
of  this  Order,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
I  do  so  because,  under  present  circum- 
stances, it  may  not  be  possible  for  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  report 
in  time  to  enable  legislation  to  be 
carried  through  this  Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
'*That  the  Order  be  discharged." — 
(Mr.  Channing.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

LABOURERS'   GRELAND)  ACTS 
(COTTAGES). 

Return  of  the  operations  onder  the 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts  up  to  31st 
March,  1892.— (i>r.  Tanner.) 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobbt,  Chatham) : 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  allow 
this  to  stand  over  for  our  next  Sittings 
when  probably  it  will  be  granted  as  an 
Unopposed  Return,  but  my  attention 
has  not  been  called  to  it  until  now  ? 

Db.  TANNER  :  The  notice  has  been 
on  the  Paper  some  little  time,  ,  and  I 
understood  there  was  no  objection 
to  its  terms. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  I   do  not 
anticipate  any  objection  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  postpone  it  to  the 
Sitting  to-morrow. 

Deferred  till  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  OOVERNHE^T  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  .(No.  15)  BILL.— (No.  374.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ACCUMULATIONS  BILL.— (No.  877.) 
As  amended,  couEddered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 
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ALLOTMENTS     (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
(No.  351.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL   DEBT   (CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL.— (No.  385.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

HOUSING  OP  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  293.) 
•  Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

PARLIAMENTARY      DEPOSITS  AND 
BONDS  BILL.— (No.  360.) 

Bead  a  second  timo,  and  committed 

for  To-morrow. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JU8TICIART  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL.— (No.  884.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  ACT  (1891)  EXTENSION 
BILL.~(No.  378.) 

.  Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PROCEDUBE  BILL. 

(No.  242.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INTERMENTS)  ACT 
(1879)  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (Na  107.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
dischai^d. 

Bill  ^thdrawn. 

GUARDIANS  OP  THE  POOR  (QUALI- 
FICATION) BILL.— CNo.  80.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
dischai^ed. 
-Bill  withdrawn. 

NATIONAZi    EDUCATION  (iBBLAMD) 

[obant]. 

Retolutioa  [3rd  Jane}  rtpoited,  md  Agreed 
to. 


TELEGRAPHS  [ADVANCES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
(a)  the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  such  sums  as  may  be  required 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Telegraphr,  ^ts,. 
1863  to  1889,  and  of  any  Act  of'i,;ie- 
present  Session  to  make  further  pr^ 
vision  respecting  Telegraphs,  and  (bj^ 
the  creation  of  terminable  annoities,. 
for  providing  such  smxis,  payable  out  of 
moneys  to  be  provided  by  Fadianaent 
for  the  service  of  the  Post  OflGoe,  and, 
if  those  moneys  are  insufficient,  out  <rf' 
the  Consolidated  Fund  (Queen's  Beoom- 
mendation  signified).  To-morrow. — 
{Sir  John  Gorst.) 

BfETROPOLITAN  POUCB  DISTRICT  . 
(OPEN  AIR  HfilETINUS). 

Betum  presented, — relative  thereto 
[Address  14th  *Aarch ;  Mr.  Secretary 
Matthewa] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY   SERVANTS   (HOURS  OP 
LABOUR)- INSPECTORS'  REPORTS. 

Return  presented,— relative  thereto 
[ordered  26th  April ;  Mr.  Cfumnhig] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (SILVER  QUESTION). 
Betum  presented, — relative  thereto 
[Address  30th    May  ;    Sir  WilliMik 
Houldsworth] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


OALWAY  INFIBUABY  BILL. 

Select  Committee  od  Qalway  iDfirman  Bill 
nomioated  of,— Mr.  Attorney  General  tor 
Ireland,  Colonel  Nolan,  and  Mr.  Pinkartoa, 
and  Two  Hembam  to  be  added  1^  the  Cook 
mittee  of  Seleetioa.— (Jtfr.  AJcera-Doui^.y 

HOUSE  OF    COHHONS  (RE-ABRANOEIfSKT 
OF  BOOMb). 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  CcHnmittee  be  ap- 
;  Minted  to  oonsider  the  Re-anatwement  of 
^e  Booms  oontiEuons  to  the  Hemban' 
Lobby. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anatrnther,  filr.  Cyril 
Flower,  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert,  Mr.  Haijori- 
baaka,  and  Mr.  Flanket  be  liemben  of  the 

Committee. 

.  Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  Qnnnm.— 

(JVr,  Akera-Douglas.') 

Hooae  adjiHumed  at  Ave  minBtea 
before  One  o'oleek. 
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USB  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  lOth  June,  1892. 


U  QOVERNMBNT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  16)  BILL. 

EIMBGR  (Wandsworth) :  May 
yoQ  a  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  on 
t  of  Order  ?  A  Provisional  Order 
as  on  the  Paper  yesterday,  with 
ice  of  opposition  to  it,  and  I  was 
led  by  the  agents  for  the  Bill  tiiat 
lid  be  taken  to-day.  and  I  came 
to  speak  upon  it.  Now,  howevei', 
that  the  Bill  was  taken  yesterday, 
isaed. 

SPEAKEB:  What  BiU  does 
»n.  Gentleman  refer  to  ? 
.  KIMBEB:  FrovisioDftl  Order 
^o.  15. 

,  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
t) :  I  may  explain  that  the  Bill 
a  the  Order  Paper  yesterday  with 
ice  oi  opposition  to  it ;  but  when 
fder  was  called  no  hon.  Member 
1  opposition,  and  so  the  Bill  was 
d  in  the  usual  way. 
.  SPEAKER :  No  Member  being 
3  oppose  the  BiU  it  was  proceeded 


QUESTIONS. 


X>HPUL80RT  EDUCATION 
IN  IRELAND. 

,  SBXTON  (Belfftst,  W.) :  In  the 
»  of  the  Chief  Secretly  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  I  beg  to 
le  Attorney  Greneral  for  Ireland 
Lcr  he  has  observed  that  the  Pern- 
Township  (Dublin)  Cominis- 
s  have  passed  a  resolution  pro- 
g  that  there  are  no  funds  at  their 
lal  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
ost  of  compulsory  edneation  in 
township ;  whether  he  is  aware 
ihe  proposal  to  chaine  npon  the 
lyers  oi  Iridi  towns  tba  coat  of  a 
n  imposed  upcm  them  without 
tise  to  the  inhabitants  or  disore- 
o  the  Ix>cal  Authorities,  meets 
smphatic  disapproval ;  and  whe- 
le  has  any  reason  to  uiticipate 
the  compulsory  system  will  be 
d  and  paid  ior  in  those  cities  and 

L  V.  [POUBTB  UBIBS.] 


towns  in  which  the  Local  Authorities 
have  already  protested  against  the  con- 
tinued exclusion  of  the  Schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  from  the  primary 
system  and  the  free  education  scheme  ? 
Adding  to  this  question,  I  would  also 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is 
aware  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  Mayor  of 
Waterford,  written  on  behalf  of  that 
and  other  Municipalities,  and  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that,  unless  the 
Bill  includes  within  its  operation  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Schools  and  other 
voluntary  schools,  it  will  be  opposed  to 
the  views  of  large  sections  of  tne  Irish 
people,  and  cannot  be  successfully 
worked,  because  it  will  do  violence  to 
the  religions  feelings  of  the  people  ? 

The  ATTOBNET  GENERAL  fob 

IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  am  not  aware  whether  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  received  tha 
communication  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  referred.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  so  good  as  to 
postpone  his  question  until  Monday, 
when  the  Chi^Seoreta^  will  probaluy 
be  present  to  answer  it. 

Mb.  sexton  :  If  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  Chief  Secretary  to  be  here 
before  Monday,  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  now  when  it  is 
proposed  that  the  Iriw  Education  BiU 
shall  be  taken,  because  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  a  full  attendance  of  Irish 
Members  in  order  that  the  BiU  may  be 
fnUy  debated  in  Committee. 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  do  not  think  my 
right  hon.  Friend  will  be  present  before 
Monday.  The  latter  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  is'one  for  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  and  I  wiU  take  care  to 
communicate  to  him  the  lamarks  of  the 
hon.  Member. 

Me.  sexton  :  If  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  will  not  be  present  until 
Monday,  I  presume  it  is  not  intended 
to  take  the  BUI  then? 

Mr.  MADDEN:  I  cannot  give  a^y 
undertaking,  but  I  wiU  communicate  to 
the  Leader  of  the  House  the  su^estion 
of  the  hon.  Member  that  the  ^^U  shall 
not  be  taken  until  a  subsequent  day^ 
and  I  am  sure  my  right  hon.  Friend 
wiU  consider  the  suggestion. 


2  D 
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THE  NmUTB  RAILWAYS  COMPANY. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
Copies  of  Correspondence  not  yet  issued 
between  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment 
and  the  Chilian,  Peruvian,  or  any  other 
Government,  and  any  other  person  or 
persons,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the 
English  Nitrate  Railways  Company 
(Limited)  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  Questions  of  law  raised  by 
the  Nitrate  Railways  Company  are 
pending  before  the  Chilian  Tribunals, 
and,  at  any  rate  until  a  decision  is  given 
on  these  questions,  it  would  be  clearly 
undesirable  to  publish  correspondence 
on  the  subject. 

■  Mb.  PICTON:  Am  I  right  in  as- 
suming that  no  decision  has  been  come 
to  as  to  the  rights  of  the  Nitrate  Rail- 
ways Company  ?  Am  I  right  in  be- 
lieving that  there  .has  been  consider- 
able correspondence  .between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Chilian 
Government,  but  that  the  question  is 
not  yet  solved  ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  No,  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  be  right  in  that. 
The  last  note  passed  fully  two  years  ago 
between  Her  Majesty's  Gk>Temment 
and  the  Chilian  Government,  and  since 
that  time  there  has  been  nooorrespond- 
enoe  between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Chilian  Government,  but 
resort  has  been  had  to  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  and  a  decision  is 
expected  before  long.  "When  that  de- 
cision is  received,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  consider  wheth^ 
it  is  necessary  to  take  any  further  steps. 

RE-DIRBCTION  OF  LETTEBS  ABBOAD. 

■  Mb.  HOYLE  (Lancashire,  S.B., 
Hej-wood) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if  the  new  regulation  as  to 
the  re-directing  of  letters  applies  to 
letters  directed  to  persons  in  Great 
Britain  who  have  gone  abroad  for  tem- 
porary purposes ;  and  if  a  letter  not 
exceeding  half-an-ounce  in  weight  can 
be  forwarded  to  the  Continent  or  other 
country  in  the  Postal  Union  by  adding 
to  the  cancelled  penny  stamp  a  stamp 


for  three  halfpence,  or  whether  the  full 
rate  of  twopence  halfpenny  will  be  re- 
quired in  addition  to  the  penny  stamp 
cancelled  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Sir 
Jaues  Febgubson,  Manchester,  N.E.) : 
The  new  regolations  do  not  affect  any 

letters  re-directed  abroad.  In  the  casa 
which  the  hon.  Member  puts  of  an  in- 
land letter  not  exceeding  half-an-ounoo 
in  weight  and  bearing  a  penny  stamp, 
the  additional  charge  on  re-direction  to 
a  country  in  the  Postal  Union  has  long 
been,  and  will  still  be,  three  halfpence, 
that  is  the  difference  between  the 
foreign  and  the  inland  rate. 

PETROLEUM  IK  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Camberwell.  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Suez  Canal 
Company  has  the  right  under  its  con- 
cession to  make  regulations  excluding 
from  passage  through  the  Canal  any 
class  of  cargo  wihout  the  sanction  of 
the  Sublime  Porte  and  of  the  Egyptian 
Government ;  and  whether  it  has  the 
right  to  make  regulations  excluding 
from  the  Canal  vessels  built  under  the 
recognised  registers  of  olafisifications  of 
the  Maritime  Powers,  but  not  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Rules  which  the  Di- 
rectors of  that  Company  may  lay  down 
as  to  construction,  without  first  having 
obtained  such  simction  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  replies  which 
I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 

and  to  the  hon.  Member  himself  last 
Friday.  If  the  Suez  Canal  Company 
has  exceeded  its  powers,  I  understana 
that  the  parties  who  consider  their 
interests  to  be  injured  can  take  the 
usual  steps  for  the  vindication  of  their 
ri^ts. 

Mb.  KELLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs  whether  vessels  passing  through 
the  Suez  Canal  under  the  Provisional 
Regulations  for  petroleum  tank  steamers 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  tolls  and 
charges  not  heretofore  chained  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Suez  Canal  Charter 
to  vessels  passing  through  the  Canal  ; 
and  whether  such  tolls  and  chazgea 
can  be  made  without  the  sanation  of 
the  Sublime  Porte  and  the  Giovemmenfc 
of  Egypt  ? 


Digitized  by 


693  Voters  in  the 


{10  SvKE,  1892} 


Channel  Fleet 


694 


Mb.  LOWTHEB:  The  navi- 
gation tolls  and  the  tonnage,  anohOTOge, 
pilotage  daes  are  not  raised  or 
altered  by  the  new  regulations.  Ck)n- 
voyage  by  a  specially  fitted  tender, 
which  was  formerly  optional,  is  now  to 
be  made  compulsory.  This  does  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, oonstitate  any  infringement  of 
the  declarations  of  the  International 
Tonnage  Convention. 

POLYNESIAN   LABOUR  IN 
QUEENSLAND. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
RushclifFe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Btate  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  reply  has  been  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
to  the  su^;e8tion  in  his  telegram  of  9th 
May  to  Sir  H.  Norman — 

"I  tniBt  that  Tonr  Gknremment  irill  not 
obieot  to  i^rt  delay  before  iMniog  lioencM 
nudar  new  Act  until  I  can  reoeiTe  and  consider 
the  roeasnre  and  the  Ba(«;aardi  with  iritieh  it 
if  doabtless  muTOnnded  ; 

and,  if  so,  what  is  the  nature  of  the 

"fe  UNDBB  SBCRETABY  op 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  de  WoRus,  Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
teth)  :  No  reply  has  been  received,  but 
the  new  Beguiations,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  the  telegraphic  summary, 
appear  to  be  satisfactory,  and  therefore 
it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  press  the 
point.  The  text  of  the  Beguiations 
will  shortly  reach  this  country. 

THE   CONSCIENCE   CLAUSE  AND 
RINGSTEAD  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice. President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  has  obtained  further  infor- 
mation as  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
Conscience  Clau%  at  the  National 
School  at  Bingstead,  Northampton- 
shire ;  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
children  of  Nonconformists,  who  had 
been  writhdrawn  from  the  religions  in- 
straction,  were  systematioally  put  at 
the  bottom  of  the  class  of  each  day, 
whatever  position  in  the  class  they  had 
reached  the  day  before,  although  the 
rasters  were  closed  after  these  chil- 
dren were  in  their  places,  and  these 
children  were  entered  as  in  attendance  ; 
whether  suoh  a  practice  constitutes  a 


violation  of  the  Conscience  Clause ;  an  d 
whetlier  the  Education  Department 
have  take  steps  to  inform  the  managers 
that  such  treatment  of  children  with- 
drawn under  the  Conscience  Clause  is 
illegal,  and,  if  persisted  in,  will  cause 
the  grant  to  the  School  to  be  withheld  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  It  appears  to  have  been  the. 
practice  of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Nonconformist  children  to  attend 
religious  instruction  subject  to  the 
omission  of  certain  parts  at  the  request  : 
of  the  parents,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  their  feelings  in 
this  regard  were  scrapulously  re- 
pected,  but  some  few  children  who 
claimed  to  be  withdrawn  altogether 
from  religious  instruction  were,  in 
common  with  others  who  came  late, 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  class.  In 
this  respect  the  managers,  no  doubt, 
committed  an  infraction  of  the  Con- 
science Clause,  and  have  been  informed- 
of  the  consequences  if  such  practice' 
should  be  persisted  in  :  it  has  at  the 
same  time  been  pointed  out  that,  with 
a  view  to  enforce  punctuality,  they  are 
at  liberty  to  close  the  roisters  Iwfore 
religious  histruction,  but,  in  that  case, 
they  must  provide  secuUr  instruction 
for  those  who  claim  exemption  under 
the  Conscience  Clause. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  one  part 
of  my  question  as  to  the  closing  of  the 
r^^ters.  My  information  from  those 
on  the  spot  is  that  the  register  was 
dosed  after  the  children  of  Noncon- 
formists were  in  their  places,  they 
being  entered  as  in  attendance. 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE:  Yes,  I 
believe  there  were  some  cases,  and 
condemnation  of  the  practice  has  gone 
forth. 

VOTERS  IN  THE  CHANNEL  FLEET. 

Mb.  MILDMAY  (Devon,  Totnes) :  I 
b^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  seeing  that  a  large 
number  of  voters  are  on  active  service^ 
in  the  Channel  Fleet,  be  will  give 
facilities  to  those  electors  to  record 
their  votes  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  George  Hamii<ton, 
Middlesex,  Ealii^) :  Yes.  the  Admiralty 
have  made  arrangemento  to  secure  therf^ 
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all  electors  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
ships  shall,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  rotes. 

HOURS  OP  RAILWAY  SERVANTS. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  wlien 
the  Betum  of  Hours  of  Bailway 
SoraQts  in  excess  of  ten  hours,  for 
December,  1891,  will  be  issued  to  the 
House? 

-The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OK  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  I  regret  that  the 
Betum  of  hours  of  railway  servants 
in  excess  of  ten  hours  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  is  not  yet  ready, 
but  every  effort  will  be  made  to  present 
It  to  the  House  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Piesident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  when 
the  Betnm  giving  extracts  from  the 
Beports  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  which  they  have  drawn 
attention  to  instances  of  excessive 
hours  of  work  in  reporting  upon  acci- 
dents inquired  into  by  them  since  1884, 
will  be  issued  ? 

-Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  Return 
of  instances  of  excessive  hours  of  work 
extracted  from  the  Beports  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  Bailway  Inspectors 
upon  accidents  was  presented  last 
night. 

CULRAIN  AND  LOCHINVER  RAILWAY. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAJJD 
(Sutherland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Treacm^  whether  the 
Highland  Bailway  Company  have 
offered  to  construct,  work,  and  main- 
tain a  hne  of  railway  from  Culrain  to 
Lochinver,  on  the  west  coast  of 
Sutherland,  at  a  cost  of  £250,000,  on 
condition  that  the  Treasury  will 
guarantee  a  dividend  of  three  per  cent. 
KM*  thirty  years ;  whether  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  has  offered  to  give  the 
necessary  land  as  his  share  of  the  stock 
of  the  proposed  railway ;  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  take  advantage 
of  this  offer,  and  give  the  required 
guarantee;  and  whether,  in  the  case 
of  the  MaJlaig  Bailway,  the  Govern- 
ment had  Slum,  or .  any,  facilities  of  a 
koal  (diaraeter  offered  them  ? 

£on2  G.  Hamilton 


The  FIBST  LOBD  of  the  TREA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub.  Manches- 
ter, E.) :  I  have  done  my  best  to  make, 
myself  acquainted  with  the  -  facte  to 
enable  me  to  answer  the  hon.  Member, 
and,  without  going  iilto  details,  I  may 
say  the  answer  to  the  first  two  para- 
graphs is  in  the  affirmative,  and  similar 
facilities  were  given  in  the  case  of  the 
Mallaig  Railway.  As  to  the  question 
of  policy,  I  sbeJl  be  glad  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  defer  my 
answer  until  Monday. 

THE  DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 
Me.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  report  of  the 
proceeding  in  the  French  Chamber  on 
the  31st  ultimo  relating  to  the  dis- 
tuihanoes  in  Uganda,  in  which  M. 
Bibot  is  reported  to  have  said — 

**  We  havs  Indicated  to  the  English  GoTern- 
ment  that  we  ihoold  hol4  it  re^tonaiUe  foT' 
tbe  acts  ot  a  Company— tiie  British  East 
Africa  Company— v^icfa  it  has  installed,  aad 

which  is  on  its  own  reBponsibility ;  and  that, 
if  cruelty  has  been  done,  it  must  repair  it,  and 
repudiate  it  and  wash  its  hands  of  daedi 
which  are  a  shame  to  civilisation  " ; 

and  whether,  in  view  of  this  iinpoi*tant 
pronouncement.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment willhave^is  matter  investigated  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  XOWTHER :  The  hon. 
Member  will  allow  me  to  answer,  as 
the  matter  concerns  the  Foreign  Ofiioe. 
I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
answers  which  I  gave  him  and  other 
hen.  Members  on  the  31st  in  reply  to 
similar  questions.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  those  replies.  The  statement 
reported  to  have  been  made  by  M.  Ribot 
does  not  modify  the  situation. 

WATER  BULKHEADS   IN  THE  MER- 
CANTILE BCARINE. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (for  Mr. 
Carbw,  Kildare,  N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the   Board   of  Trade 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  take  any,  and  what,  steps  to 
carry  out  the  reoommendaticnis  eon- 
tained  in  the  Beport  t4  the  Committee 
appointed  to  oonsider  the  placing  and 
construction  of  watertight  bnlkheMls  in 
ships  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  ? 
«SiB  MICHAEL  HICES  BEACH : 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  acting  u{im 
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the  recoinmendationB  of  the  Bulkheads 
Gomouttee,  and  in  every  case  in  which 
they  are  satisfied  that  those  recom- 
mendations have  been  complied  with, 
they  authorise  a  redaction  of  the  life- 
saving  appliances  otherwise  required 
by  the  Statute  to  be  carried  on  Dourd 
every  British  merchant  ship. 

ULSTER  CANAL  EMPLOYEES. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ix>rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  when 
the  Ulster  Canal  was  handed  over  to 
the  Lagan  Company,  an  undert^ng 
was  given  by  the  Government  that  the 
old  employees  would  be  compensated 
for  the  loss  of  employment;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  carpenter,  named 
James  McAree,  who  was  for  seventeen 
years .  employed  by  the  Government 
on  the  Canal,  was  discharged  by  the 
Lagan  Company  without  compensation ; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  thU  man 
is  treated  the  same  as  the  other 
employees  ? 
*The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) 
(who  replied)  :  I  am  informed  that  the 
case  of  James  McAree,  who  claimed  a 
fatuity  on  the  trfuisfer  of  the  naviga- 
tion, was  fully  considered,  but  as  it 
was  found  that  fae  was  not  In  regular 
employment,  but  was  only  casually 
employed,  he  could  not  be  recom- 
mended. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  the  Bill  which 
stands  No.  17  on  the  Orders  of  the 
Day — the  Merohant  Shining  Acts 
Amendment  Bill — does  not  come 
within  that  desoription  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  of  Bills  in 
charge  of  private  Members,  which, 
with  the  general  assent  of  the 
House,  might  be  adopted  as  Govern- 
ment measures  to  be  passed  this 
Session  ?  If  this  Bill  does  not  come 
within  that  description,  I  am  bound  to 
say  I  do  not  see  that  the  promise  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  any  force,  for 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  Bill  standing 
in  that  position.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  say  that  the  Bill  shall 
be  included  in  the  Ust  of  measures  to 
be  proceeded  with. 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  say 
that  Order  No.  17  is  outside  the  pur- 
view of  the  statement  I  made  yesterday, 
but  I  would  advise  the  hon.  Member 
to  come  to  an  arrangement  by  which 
the  Bill  may  be  taken;  and,  if  he  isun- 
sucoesdul,  f  will  confer  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  HOWELL :  But  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  me  to  attempt  to  get  the  Bill 
through  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
moves  the  adjournment  immediately 
after  Government  Business  is  dis- 
posed of  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Member 
refers  to  proceedings  after  twelve 
o'clock.  He  may  be  fortunate  enough 
to  get  it  on  before  tw^ve,  and  I  shall 
be  only  too  glad  if  he  succeeds  in 
passing  it. 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe)  :  Are  we  to  take  it  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  move 
the  adjournment  after  Government 
Business  is  done  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  The  pledge  given 
was  distinct — that  Bills  of  private 
Members  should  be  objected  to  by  the 
Government  after  twelve  o'clock.  I 
do  not  promise  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment, hut  tiiat  is  merely  a  matter  of 
procedure.  Practically,  it  comes  to  the 
same  thing  if  the  Bills  are  objected  to. 

Mb.  ELLIS:  More  than  one  Bill 
was  moved  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  after  twelve  o'clock  last  night. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  but  they 
were  not  taken. 


Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  I  observe  that  in  the 
notice  for  we  nomination  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Telegraphs  Bill  the  usual 
Instruction  that  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records  is  omitted,  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  those  persons  interested  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

Sm  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  The 
Government  hope  that  the  Committee 
may  not  find  it  necessary  to  take  evi- 
dence, and  it  is  not  contemplated  that 
they  will  do  so.  I  believe  the  Tele- 
phone Companies  do  not  desire  to  be 
heard.  The  matter  has  underaone 
very  full  investigation,  and  has  been 
deliated  in  the  House  on  a  Motion  with 
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the  fulness  of  a  Second  Bea4ing 
Debate.  I  hope  the  Committee  may 
toot  think  it  necessary  to  call  for  per- 
sons, papieffs,  and  records ;  but  if  they 
shoidd  vxA  it  necessary,  of  course  they 
can  come  to  the  House  for  the  further 
power. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  But  surely  that  is  a 
cumbrous  mode  of  procedure,  involving 
loss  of  time.  Would  it  not  be  better 
to  give  the  Committee  the  power,  so 
that  they  mwy  acquire  farther  informa- 
tion if  they  ctesire  it ;  while  if  they  do 
not  require  it,  they  need  not  use  the 
power? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON :  I  shaU 
be  very  hamiy  to  amend  the  Motion  in 
this  particuW. 


Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  Will  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  say  is  it  the 
intention  to  take  Order  No.  11 — the 
Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill — after 
midnight  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  do  not 
propose  to  take  it  later  than  half-past 
twelve. 

Me.  SEXTON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  observe  that  1  have 
notice  of  a  question  in  reference  to  the 
Irish  Education  Bill.  That  question, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the 
Chictf  S«iretary  for  Lrdand,  remains 
unanswered,  and  I  will  repeat  it  on 
Monday;  but  inasmuch  as  upon  the 
answer  to  that  question  may  depend 
the  urgent  necessity  of  requesting  the 
attendance  of  Irish  Members,  I  now 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if 
he  will  give  an  undertaking  that  the 
Bill  shall  not  be  taken  earlier  than 
Wednesday  next  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  appreciate  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
finds  himself  through  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and,  under  the  circmn- 
stances,  I  undertake  that  the  Bill  shall 
not  be  brought  on  before  Wednesday 
next. 

Mb.  MORTON  (Peterborough) :  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
will  be  good  enough  to  say  that  the 
Report  of  Supply  shall  be  taken  on 
Monday  instead  of  to-night  ? 

Sir  James  Ferguseon 


Mb.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  had 
better  not  give  an  undertaking  of  the 
kind  until  we  see  what  progress  may 
be  made  with  business  to-night.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
Education  Department  proposes  to 
make  his  statement  if  possible  on  the 
Report,  but  he  will  not  do  so  at  a  late 
hour  of  the  night. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1892^ 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

1.  £2,645,000,  Provisions,  Forage, 
and  other  Supplies. 

*{3.52.)  Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTE- 
LOT  (Sussex,  North- West) :  I  under- 
stand that  we  are  now  to  have,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible,  a  thorough 
discussion  of  the  Report  of  Lord 
Wantage's  Committee,  and  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly glad  that  even  at  this  late 
period  of  the  Session  we  should  have 
the  opportunity  of  making  some  re- 
marks upon  this  Report  which  was 
eEigerly  looked  for  and  anxiously 
awaited,  and  which  until  now  we  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  discussing. 
No  one  can  deny  the  grave  importance 
of  the  considerations  brought  before 
that  Committee ;  no  one  will  deny  that 
the  efficiency  of  our  Army  at  home  is  a 
subject  which,  above  all  others,  deserves 
our  most  serious  attention.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  no  one  will  more  readily 
acknowledge  the  urgei^t  importance  of 
the  subject  than  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  whom  I  am 
delighted  again  to  see  in  his  place, 
though  I  am  sorry  to  see  he  is  not  in 
that  robust  state  of  health  we  all  wish 
him  to  enjoy.  The  efficiency  of  our 
whole  Army,  including  the  Resen'e,  is 
a  quest]  on  we  are  not  allowed  to  con  sider, 
or  which  we  hardly  ever  do  consider, 
in  connection  with  foreign  questions, 
which,  however,  we  ou^t  not  to  leave 
out  of  view  in  our  consideration.  'Hie 
ever  recurring  Eastern  question,  our 
position  in  Egypt,  and  other  matters, 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  condition 
of  our  Army,  because,  if  unfortunately 
we  should  be  called  upon  to  send  an 
Army  into  the  field,  we  ought  to  iinow 
for  a  certainty  that  that  Army  is  in  a 
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oadition,  so  that  the  nation  may 
)  the  place  we  all  desire  it  shonld 
ipy.  The  Committee  laboured 
leatly  and  industriously,  and  I  will 
honestly,  to  place  before  us  all  the 
B  that  oould  be  obtained.  They 
a  been  oavilled  at  by  some,  and  their 
ramendationshave  been  found  fault 
1,  objection  being  taken  to  the 
anse  the  adoption  of  those  recom- 
idations  would  involve,  but  no  one 
deny  that  the  Committee  did,  to 
best  of  their  ability,  endeavour  to 
harge  the  important  duty  entrusted 
hem.  We  know  perfectly  well  that 
moment  we  oome  to  talk  of  these 
tgs  there  are  many  men  who,  what- 
r  may  be  the  conation  of  the  Army, 
3  exception  to  any  Army  ezpenm- 
}.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Membco:  for 
cester  (Mr.  Picton)  and  others  would 
e" peace  at  any  price" — I  do  not 
ik  I  wrong  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
ing  that.  But  surely  it  is  our  duty 
examine  most  carefully  the  Beport 
this  Committee ;  and  though  we 
/  not  agree  with  all  the  recom- 
idations  in  that  Beport,  surely  the 
/  is  not  the  first  thing  to  consider, 
whether  the  adoption  of  any  of  the 
>mmendattoiu  wul  bring  the  Army 
bo  that  state  of  efficiency  the  country 
Liires,  BO  that  it  may  be  fit  to  do  its 
y  in  whatever  position  of  difficulty 
nay  be  placed.  Never — I  say  it 
isedly,  and  I  think  my  right  non. 
9nds  on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
i  agree  with  me.  for  they  in  their  time 
e  felt  it  their  duty  to  ask  for  large 
IS  of  money  for  miUtary  expendi- 
e — never  has  there  been  a  refusal  of, 
i  murmur  at,  that  expenditure  when 
has  been  shown  by  a  responsible 
iremmenttobeneceasary.  Ihavevery 
efully  studied  this  most  voluminous 
x)rt,  and  I  have  been  marvellously 
ick  by  the  fact  that,  contrary  to  the 
lal  practice,  Sir  Arthur  Haliburton 
>  presented  a  counter  Beport.  Many 
nts  in  this  Beport  deserve  most 
ious  consideration ;  but  I  should  have 
tight  that  a  Beport  of  this  kind, 
!r  the  time  occupied  by  the  Com- 
tee,  should  have  been  presented 
i  by  «de  with  the  main  Beport,  and 
c  the  Gommittra  shonld  have  con- 
ered  the  two  Beports  at  the  same 
le.  I  am  not  going  to  sav  a  word 
lin^t  the  War  Office ;  but  I  do 


not  conceal  my  belief  that  the  War 
Office  did  have  a  hand  in  the  produo* 
tion  of  this  second  Beport  some  three 
weeks  after  the  first  Beport  waa  more 
or  less  agreed  to.  I  admit  at  once  and 
without  reservation  that  np  to  a  cer- 
tain point  we  must  hare  Ediort  service, 
with  an  efficient  Beserve ;  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  we  should  have  it,  but 
here  I  may  say  that  I  think  the  system 
npon  which  we  have  gone  has  not  been 
that  which  would  induce  men  to 
enter  the  Army  in  the  way  we  desire. 
The  men  have  had  no  choice ;  they  have 
had  to  go  in  and  take  the  number  of 
years  allotted  to  them — three  in  the 
Guards  and  seven  in  the  tjine ;  but  they 
have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  con- 
tinuing in  the  Service,  becoming  folly 
efficient  soldiers,  and  selecting  the 
Army  in  preference  to  other  occupa- 
tions. I  believe  if  they  had  had  that 
choice  very  many  men  would  prefer 
a  soldier's  life  if  they  thought 
they  would  not,  after  a  certain 
number  of  years,  be  thrown  as  vaga- 
bonds and  outcasts  upon  the  world. 
I  may  mention  that  in  the  year  1872 — 
I  think  it  was  when  the  short  service 
was  introduced — I  recollect  stating  at 
the  time,  and  I  have  stated  it  over  and 
over  again  since,  that  we  ought  to  have 
a  year's  recruits  on  hand.  What  I 
have  always  said  is — You  have  got 
short  service;  and  you  have  got  to 
recruit  an  enormous  number  of  men 
with  the  short  service,  and  at  the  usual 
age  these  men  are  enlisted  they  are 
not  fit  certainly  for  a  year  to  do  that 
duty  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
perform  even  in  this  country ;  and  there- 
fore I  have  always  advocated  that  we 
should  have  a  certain  number  of  these 
men,  who  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  do  that  duty  for  which,  on  so  many 
occasions,  it  has  been  proved  they  have 
been  absolutely  unfit.  I  should  like 
here  to  say,  without  going  into  this 
question,  that  many  of  the  difficulties 
with  regard  to  breaches  of  discipline 
have  arisen  from  the  youth  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  the  con- 
sequent want  of  authority  they  have 
over  the  men.  With  r^^Hd  to  the 
age  of  the  recruit,  I  admit  to  the 
full  that  we  must  take  the  recruits 
when  we  can  get  them;  but  taking 
them  when  we  can  get  them  is  like  the 
case  of  a  young  horse,  which  can  only 
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be  purohased  at  a  reasonable  price 
when  it  is  under  a  certain  age. 
We  are  told  that  the  men  coming 
in  now  are  always  eighteen  years 
of  age ;  but-  many  of  them — and 
J  am  bound  to  say  a  large  number 
of  them — are  not  more  than  sixteen 
years  of  age ;  and  they  go  to  India  at 
eighteen  instead  of  at  twenty.  That 
ia  a  question  which  deserves,  and 
must  eventually  receive,  ocmsidera- 
tibn — I  will  admit,  and  I  say  here  at 
once,  that  there  is  no  finer  Army 
than  our  Army  in  India  and  abroad ; 
but  at  the  same  time  our  Home 
Army  is  rendered  inefficient  to  a 
very  great  extent  by  the  number  of 
older  soldiers  that  are  taken  from  it 
and  sent  as  drafts  to  those  various 
regiments  abroad.  Now,  there  has 
been  a  very  good  su^estion  made, 
and  one  wmch  I  should  like  to  have 
seen  curled  out,  and  that  is  that  we 
should  have  an  absolute  and  proper 
return  of  the  age,  the  weight,  and  the 
height  of  every  man  in  every  battalion 
at  home.  There  is  no  difficulty,  or 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty,  in  making  it 
out,  and  then  we  should  be  in  a  much 
better  position  to  judge  what  really  is 
the  case  than  we  are  at  the  present 
moment.  I  have  read  very  attentively 
the  last  letters  that  have  appeared  in 
the  Times,  and  I  have  also  read  that 
letter  in  the  TiTties  about  Lord  Boberts's 
views  and  opinions  on  this  question. 
Many  of  the  remarks  made  in  these 
letters  were  exceedingly  good.  There 
is  one  remark  especially  to  which 
I  should  like  particularly  to  call  the 
attention  of  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
namely,  that— 

"la  tbs  wi^  in  wbich  our  reeruttinff  is 
omrried  on  serions  altemtioui  an  required.^' 

The  Report  says — bat  I  do  not  know  that 
these  remarks  are  correct,  though  they 
are  stated  and  laid  down  as  a  fact — 
that  neither  the  officers  nor  the 
sergeants  do  their  duty  in  the  way  they 
are  supposed  to  do  it,  when  they 
are  appointed  to  these  different 
positions.  That  was  the  broad  state- 
ment made,  and  it  is  one  which 
requires  to  be  answered  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  Now  take  the  case  of  the 
recruit.  Is  it  necessary  to  increase  his 
pay  ?  !Kiat  is  one  of  the  first  questions 
we  have  to  settle,  and  I  belidVe  it  is  one 

Sir  Walter  B.  Sarttelot 


which  will  commend  itself  to  the  oaiaful 
consideration  of  my  ri^ht  hon.  Friend^, 
and  those  who  act  with  him.  There- 
may  be  some  reason  why  men  should 
not  have  an  increase  of  pay  till  they 
are  efficient  and  effective  soldiers. 
Into  that  I  am  not  going ;  that  has 
been  proposed  by  some,  and  certainly 
it  deserves  consideration ;  but  there  is 
one  thing,  above  all,  which  I  think  w» 
have  a  right  to  lay  down  absolutely^, 
and  that  is  that  the  sum  diould  be  paid 
to  the  soldier  which  it  is  stated  hesluuld 
have,  and  which  he  believes  he  is  to 
have,  without  any  deductions.  What  he 
complains  of,  and  complains  of  bitterly^ 
is,  that  after  he  has  enlisted,  he  finda 
things  all  different  from  what  he  ex- 
pected ;  and  that  he  had  not  been  told 
that  stoppages  would  be  placed 
upon  him,  which  he  so  much  resents 
^en  he  finds  such  is  the  case. 
Then  we  come  to  the  extra  mesft 
allowance  of  threepence  a  day.  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage.  I  think  soldiers,  like  everybody 
else,  ought  to  have  three  good  meals  a 
day — breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea.  If 
we  take  that  into  account,  the  questioa 
of  good  conduct  pay  cannot  be  left  out 
of  consideration.  I  believe  there  is 
nothing  which  encourages  a  man  more- 
than  good  conduct  pay ;  but  I  think 
the  thing  might  be  done  in  a  very 
different  way.  Into  that  question  I 
shall  certainly  not  go.  Are  not  the 
periods  of  service,  as  T  mentioned  ab 
the  commencement,  of  the  v^  greadiest 
importance  ?  I  have  a  paper  for  the 
year  1884,  in  which  Lord  Boberts, 
who  looked  very  strongly  upon  that 
point,  recommends  that  men  should 
serve  for  three  years,  and  nine  years  io  the- 
Reserve ;  but  the  moment  a  man  gets, 
once  established  as  a  soldier,  he  should! 
have  the  option  of  senintg  on  with  the 
colours.  But  he  would  ge.  a  great  deal 
further  than  that.  If  yooi  get  a  good 
soldier  for  twelve  years,  aaoA  that  maxb 
is  able  aoA  fit  to  do  his  woit,.  Ite-  would' 
recommend  that  that  man  caught  to. 
be  allowed  to  go  on  for  a  prasion.. 
He  should  be  allowed  to  go  into  Section 
"D"  of  the  Reserve,  and  he  oughttobe- 
allowed  to  remain  in  that  action  so  long 
as  he  is  fit  for  service.  Lord  Roberta 
and  the  Committee  have  got  a  very 
strong  opinion  about  the  question  oc* 
deferred  pay.   They  all  agree  that  tk 

Digitized  by 


70S 


Supply — Amvy 


{10  June,  1893)        EsHmata,  1892.3.  70S 


is  not  a  good  thing  to  make  a  man 
anxious  to  ^t  the  £20  or  £21 ;  and 
whether  he  is  a  good  soldier  or  a  bad 
soldier  he  wants  to  get  the  money,  and 
he  takes  the  money  ahd  leaves  the 
Service.  Surely  there  must  be  some- 
thing wrong  in  that.  Every  man  who 
has  the  money  is  got  hold  of  by  some 
friends  or  other  with  whom  the  money  is 
spent ;  and  he  then  tramps  the  country. 
These  are  the  men  who  bring  discrecut 
on  the  Army.  I  am  talking  of  the 
Infantry,  and  I  will  not  go  into  the 
question  of  the  Cavab^  and  Artillery  ; 
but  I  say  this  much :  that  they  are  in  a 
different  position  from  the  Infaatty. 
The  Cavalry  most  certainly  should 
sen'e  for  nine  or  ten  years,  and  for  two 
or  three  years  in  the  Reserve.  If  you 
can  get  them  to  go  on  in  the  way 
Lord  Roberts  proposes  so  much  the 
better  ;  and  if  it  is  good  for  the 
Cavalry  it  is  equally  good  for  the 
Artillery.  No  man  can  say  that  a 
Gavalr>-  soldier  or  an  Artillery  soldier 
can  be  made  in  a  moment ;  and  there  is 
no  man  that  knows  anything  about 
it  that  will  say  thatr  Artillery  or  Gav^y 
men  who  have  been  in  the  Besfflrve  for 
one  or  two  or  three  yeara  will  come  back 
in  the  same  useful  state  as  they 
were  when  they  left  the  regi- 
ment as  soldiers.  I  will  only  say 
that  these  are  matters  which  deserve 
the  serious  attention  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  I  know  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  stated  in  the  House,  before  he  un- 
fortunately was  obliged  to  go  away, 
that  sea-kits  will  now  be  free ;  and  I 
also  hope  that  there  may  be  no  stoppages 
madeforthelightclothin^inlndia.  That 
is  a  recommendation  which  commends 
itself  most  strongly  to  every  right- 
thinking  person.  A  man  goes  to  India ; 
and  immediately  he  is  called  upon  for 
a  stoppage  for  the  summer  clothing 
whicli  he  has  to  wear,  and  without 
which  he  could  not  do  his  duty  at  all. 
A  man  should  have  all  his  clothing  and 
rations  absolutely  free.  Stoppages  for 
damages  in  the  Army  are  just  like 
stoppages  for  damages  at  school.  When 
I  was  at  school  there  vrm  a  stoppage 
made  for  breaking  vrindows.  I  was  a 
very  good  footbaU  kick  when  I  was 
at  school,  and  I  remember  that  I  could 
break  six  or  eight  panes  of  glass  in  one 
kick ;  which  very  often  made  up  for  the 
stoppage  made  upon  me.   So  it  is  with 


soldiers.    They  do  not  like  to  be 
charged  for  damages ;  and  I  venture  to- 
say  that   nothii^  would  commend 
itself  more  to  soldierB  than  that  oom^ 
pulsonr  stoppages  for  barrack  damages- 
should  be  done  away  vrith.   I  will  not 
go  into  the  question  of  deferred  pa^  at 
all,  because  I  am  quite  sure  my  right 
hon.  Friend  will  deal  with  it  fully.  As 
to  its  present  administration,  it  is 
fatal,  in    my  humble  judgment,  to> 
the  Army.    No  one  would  say  that  a 
man  should  be  sent  out  of  the  Army 
without  something  in  his  pocket ;  but 
"  the  lump  sum  "  is  most  certainly  a 
very  grave  and  great  mistake.  Let 
me  say  one  word  about  what  is  the  first 
question  touched  upon  in  the  Beporfi- 
by  the  Committee ;  that  is,  "  Should 
recruiting  be  stopped,  so  that  in  no  case 
should  the  Army  be  over  the  number 
voted  by  Parliament,  or  should  it  riot?  ''^ 
Anyone  who  knows  the  condition  of 
the  regiments  knows  that  at  certain 
times  it  would  l>e  much  better  to  have 
a  few  more  than  the  regulation  numbers 
in  the  regiments  for  the  time  being- 
When  drafts  go  out,  the  regimentt- 
shrink ;  and  if  we  had  recruits  to  take 
their  place,  it  would  be  a  much  biatter 
state  of  things.   What  happened  in 
1882?    In  1882  when  the  Reserves 
were  called  out  recruiting  ceased  in  alt 
the  regiments  which  were  filled  up  by 
Reservists.    The  men  of  the  Resen'e 
were  put  in  the  place  of  the  recruits. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?   In  that 
year  there  were  only  15,279  recruits, 
and  next    year   there  were  22,463. 
recruits  passed  in,  showing  exactly 
what  the  mistake  was,  which  was. 
ocoa«oned  by  the  re^^nents  being- 
filled  up  vdth  Reserve  and  by  not 
allowing  recruits  to  be  enlisted  and  to- 
take  the  place  of  the  Reservists  when 
the   latter   returned  into    the  Re- 
serve.   To  go  on  to  the  next  point. 
When    we   began  we  had  an  even 
number  of  battalions  at  home  and 
abroad ;  but  now  I  believe-  at  Uiis- 
moment — instead  of  having,  as  then, 
seventy  abroad  and  seventy  -  one  at 
home — we  have  seventy-six  abroad  and 
only  sixty-five  at  home.]  I  venture  to  ask 
any  man — and  I  see  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  whowei'6  Secretaries  of  Statfr 
for  War  present  and  they  well  know— 
if  you  decrease  the  number  of  battalions 
at  home,  how  is  it  possible  not  only 
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to  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  the  batta- 
lions lor  which  you  have  to  find  the 
men,  but  to  keep  up  anything  like  dis- 
mpUzie  or  order?  Irenture  to  point  oat 
the  absolute  necessity  there  is  that  the 
liattalions  at  home  and  abroad  should 
be  balanced  in  some  way.  I  am  not 
.going  into  the  question  of  the  Guards. 
That  is  a  question  which  I  had 
rather  should  be  left  to  persons  of 
higher  authority,  and  it  is  a  subject 
upon  which  I  feel  it  would  be  imwise 
siA  imprudent  for  me  to  offer  any 
remarks.  In  1891  there  were  36,003 
men  enlisted.  Of  these  there  were 
13,975  special  enlistments.  In  the 
jrear  1870  the  height  of  the  men  was 
five  feet  eight  inches.  It  weu  gradually 
reduced ;  and  went  down  from  five  feet 
six  inches  to  five  feet  five  inches  and  a 
half ;  and  in  1873  it  went  down  to  five 
feet  four  and  a  half  inches.  Now  it 
is  less.  The  chest  measurement  in  the 
-same  way  has  been  decreased.  Last 
year  there  were  3,267  men  taken 
under  five  feet  four  inches  in  height 
and  4,974  under  thirty-three  inches 
tihest  measurement.  The  deficiency  of 
the  Army  on  the  1st  January,  1892, 
was  4,949.  There  may  be  reasons  for 
that,  but  such  is  the  fact.  LordBoberts, 
inihis  clear  statement  of  1884,  points 
out  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
taking  the  soldier  into  our  confidence, 
and  also  that  the  territorial  system 
prohibits  all  freedom  of  will,  combined 
with  uncertainty  as  to  the  future.  A 
man  enlists  in  a  territorial  regiment  in 
his  own  country.  He  knows  the  men 
and  the  officers,  and  he  likes  his  regi- 
ment. A  draft  is  wanted,  and  this 
man,  who  is  twenty  years  of  age,  or  is 
■supposed  to  be  twenty  years  of  age,  is 
ito  go  to  India.    He  says — 

"  I  dislike  that  above  everything.  I  never 
-enlisted  with  the  intention  of  going  to  serve 
Abroad.  I  have  been  told  afterwards  that  I 
should  go.  It  was  not  my  wish,  and  I  vrould 
-eoooer  get  out  of  the  Service  than  be  forced 
'to  do  &  thing  which  ii  against  my  will." 

In  old  days  the  men  knew  what  was 
going  to  happen,  and  they  picked  the 
regiment  they  wished  to  join.  I  say, 
-therefore,  that  serious  consideration 
-should  be  given  to  that  question.  The 
.great  question  is  this — Is  what  is 
stated  in  pt^e  five,  paragraph  twenty- 
one  of  the  Report  justified,  or  is  it  not  ? 
I  do  not  want  to  weary  the  Committee, 

Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot 


but  it  is  very  important.   The  state- 
ment is — 

"  With  regard  to  the  effloiencr  of  battalions 
at  home,  His  Boyal  Highness  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  stated :  '  Ever;  battalion  at  home  ii 
inefficient.'  The  Adjutant  General  stated: 
'  At  the  present  moment  I  may  say  that  we 
have  not  a  single  Inf  antir  battalion  effective 
at  home.'  The  General  Officer  oommaadii^ 
at  AldershotBaid:  'Thehomebattalionisnow 
only  a  nursery.'  And  the  General  command- 
ing the  Forces  in  Ireland  sud,  that  after  the 
drafts  for  India  were  provided,  the  home 
battalions  would  be  ■  like  a  lemon  when  all 
the  juioe  is  squeezed  out  of  it;  they  will  be  of 
little  fighting  use— they  will  only  be  weak 
depots ;  the  only  ezoewon  to  that  state  of 
thinge  is  the  GoiirdB.  The  Line  battalion  im 
Eng^d,  which  has  a  linked  battalion  alwoad, 
is  unfit  in  arezy  way  to  go  into  the  ftold."* 

That  is  a  very  strong  opinion.  It  was 
stated  here  the  other  night  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  the  Fetersfield 
Division  of  Hampshire  (Lord  Wolmer) 
that  that  was  what  wasabsolutely  stated, 
and  that  the  Committee  were  very  much 
struck  by  it  indeed.  My  right  hcHi. 
Friend  rather  controverted  that ;  but 
there  is  the  statement,  and  I  have  been 
leading  up  to  it  just  now  to  show  that 
I  think  that  statement  could  be  proved 
by  the  Beport  and  by  what  has  been 
said  throughout  the  country  to  be  more 
or  less  accurate.  I  do  not  say  there 
may  not  be  certain  circumstances  which 
ought  to  be  taken  into  accoimt.  There 
may  be  some  regiments  in  a  much 
better  condition  than  others ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  I  say  that  that  paragraph 
is  true.  I  have  very  nearly  done.  My 
right  hon.  Friend,  without  showing  his 
two  Army  Corps,  should  show  one  Army 
Corps  perfect  and  complete,  with  all  its 
appliances — with  its  transport  stores 
and  everything  else  belonging  to  it ; 
with  its  general  officer  ajid  its  other 
officers  who  should  be  in  command  and 
know  the  men  with  whom  they  have 
to  deal.  Audi  would  say  let  that  general 
officer  report,  so  that  the  country  may 
know  the  exact  state  of  efficiency  of 
every  battalion,  of  every  troop,  and  of 
every  battery  in  that  force.  If  that 
were  done  it  would  be  a  test  of  whether 
we  had  an  Army  in  the  condition  in 
which  we  should  like  to  see  it.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  no  Anuy  could  be 
perfect,  and  that  no  general  or  other 
officer  could  know  their  duty  unless 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  it. 
We  hear  of  economy.  We  do  not  think 
when  we  order  the  men  out  of  the  ex- 
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pense  they  are  put  to,  but  every  shilling 
it  costs  the  country  is  paraded  before  the 
nation  so  as  to  make  an  excuse  that 
this  necessary  duty  should  not  be 
performed.  Could  anything  be 
more  important  than  that  the  Cavalry 
should  be  manoeuvred  every  year?  Could 
■anything  be  more  important  than  that 
the  batteries  of  Artillery  should  be  out 
and  be  seen  doing  their  work  ?  My 
right  hon.  Friend  we  know  has  thou^^t 
it  necessary  to  disband  a  number  of 
troops  of  Horse  Artillery.  A  greater 
mistoke,  in  my  judgment,  was  never 
made.  In  India  we  have  a  greater 
force  of  Horse  Artillery  than  we  have  at 
home,  and  we  have  not  men  at  home 
to  send  out  as  reliefs  to  those  in  India. 
It  is  precisely  the  same  in  r^ard 
to  the  Field  Artillery.  It  has  been 
reported  that  the  field  Artillery  is 
£oing  to  be  increased  by  five  batteries. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  true ; 
but  all  I  can  say  ia  that,  looking  at  the 
armies  abroad,  we  are  bound  to  have 
our  Artillery  in  a  state  of  effioienc;y, 
and  of  sufficient  strength,  to  enable 
them,  if,  unfortunately,  necessary  to 
meet  the  Artillery  of  foreign  countries. 
If  my  right  hon.  Friend  consented  to 
allow  the  First  Array  Corps  to  be 
placed  in  the  field,  the  country  would 
know  what  position  we  are  in,  and 
we  should  all  be  much  better  pleased 
if  it  tamed  out  that  the  Army  Corps 
which  he  had  for  inspection  and  for 
review  was  in  perfect  and  efficient 
order.  I  must  thank  the  Committee 
for  having  listened  to  me.  It  is  a  dull, 
dry  subject,  but  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  country.  It  is  an 
unfortunate  time,  but  we  must  take 
our  opportunities  when  we  can  get 
them.  As  Members  of  this  House, 
and  especially  as  men  who  have  served 
in  the  Army,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  these  things  should  be  plainly 
stated.  This  Committee  is  the  crea- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  It  is  a 
War  Office  Committee,  a  Departmental 
Committee,  and  we  have  seen  what 
has  happened  to  so  many  of  the  Re- 
ports of  War  Office  Departmental 
Committees.  We  hope  and  believe 
my  right  hon.  Friend  does  not  mean 
to  allow  this  question  to  be  shelved. 
It  will  be  remembered  I  was  the  un- 
fortunate or  the  fortunate  spokesman 
on  the  occasion  when  the  Motion  was 


brought  forward  in  this  Honse  with 
regard  to  the  strength  and  efficiency  of 
the  Navy,  as  well  as  the  Army. 
The  Government  then  appointed  a 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet  to  look 
into  the  question,  and  the  result 
is  that  we  have  seventy  more  fighting 
ships  than  we  had  before,  l^e  re- 
sponsibility must  rest  upon  the 
Cabinet;  and  my  ri^t  hon.  Friend 
must  not  think  we  want  to  find  fault 
with  him,  but  he  is  the  representative 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
War  Office,  and  I  shall  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  do  not  plainly  and  clearly 
express,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  general  wish  and  the 
general  opinion.  What  happened  in 
the  case  of  the  Boyal  Commission  over 
which  Lord  Hartington  presided  ?  Has 
that  Committee  not  been  shunted  be- 
cause its  suggestions,  though  most 
valuable,  did  not  suit  my  right  hon. 
Friend  and  some  of  his  a^isers?  We 
know  that  matters  are  delved ;  time 
shelves  things;  but  what  we  want 
is  that  it  shall  not  be  said 
that  this  House  of  Commons,  even  in 
its  last  days,  did  not  feel  the  absolute 
necessity  of  pointing  out  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  only  way  of  dealing  with 
this  great  question  was  that  even  now, 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  they  should  have 
a  -Committee  of  the  Cabinet  to  discuss 
the  questions  contained  in  this  Beport, 
and  to  decide  what  portions  of  it  should 
be  adopted,  so  that  if,  unfortunately — 
though  I  hope  we  may  see  them  still 

upon  these  Benches  

An  hon.  Member  :  No. 
*SiR  WALTER  BARTTELOT  :  You 
wish  one  thing,  I  wish  the  other ;  but 
whatever  happens  hon.  Members  will 
agree  that  it  should  be  on  record  that 
this  Government  did  consider  this 
question ;  that  they  did  not  shelve  it, 
but  were  determined,  if  they  came  into 
Office  again,  to  carry  out  such  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  as 
they  thought  were  deserving  of  tiieir 
support.  I  have  had  some  little  intima- 
tion that  the  Government  would  take 
this  proposal  into  their  serious  conside- 
ration. It  is  essential  and  vital  to  the 
interests  of  the  Army  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  consider  this  Beport^  so 
that  it  maybe  seen,  by  whoever  may 
sit  upon  these  Benches,  that  although 
it  was  late,  although  it  was  the  end  of 
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he  Session,  and  although,  unfortu- 
nately, the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
had  been  obliged  to  ne  absent  through 
illness,  yet  the  Government  were  deter- 
mined to  do  their  duty,  and  to  place  it 
on  record  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
neglect  the  interests  of  our  Army. 
*(4.40.)  Viscount  EBRINGTON 
(Devon,  Tavistock) :  I  have  not  had 
the  advantage  of  serving  in  the 
Army,  but  1  should  like  to  offer  a  few 
obsenations  upon  the  subject  under 
discussion.  It  seems  to  me  that  in 
(tritioising  the  Report  of  this  Committee 
and  the  system  with  which  it  deals,  it 
is  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  three 
great  ends  for  which  onr  Army 
system  is  maintiuned,  and  to  see 
how  far  that  system  suffices  to 
meet  those  three  ends.  Our 
Army  has,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
provide  a  large  and  efficient  force  in 
India.  It  is  required  also  to  provide 
expeditionary  forces  on  the  occasion  of 
our  little  wars,  and  it  is  also  necessary, 
if  it  is  to  be  satisfactory,  that  it  should 
maintain  an  adequate  nucleus  on  which 
the  Beserre  may  be  drafted,  if  it 
becomes  necessary  to  call  the  latter 
oat  in  case  of  any  national  emergency. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say 
much  on  the  first  point,  because  an 
excellent  Army  is  unquestionably  main- 
tained in  India  at  the  present  time ; 
but  the  strain  of  doing  so  has  caused 
the  home  Army  to  be  only  partly 
efficient  for  the  purposes  of  little  wars, 
and  quite  inefficient  for  the  purposes 
of  national  emergency  for  which  the 
Beserve  may  be  called  out.  The  pro- 
vision of  expeditionary  forces  might 
probably  be  arranged  for  by  employing 
men  from  the  Mediterranean  garrisons, 
or  by  giving  a  retaining  fee  to  a 
certain  number  of  Beserve  men  during 
the  firet  year  after  they  leave  the  Army. 
But  the  evidence  shows,  I  think  con- 
clusively, that  the  present  system  as 
now  administered  cannot  possibly  pro- 
vide an  adequate  nucleus  m  the  home 
Infantry  battalion  s  on  which  to  draft 
the  Reserve  if  it  should  be  necessary 
to  call  them  out.  Of  course,  many  of 
oar  present  difficulties  are  traceable  to 
mattera  like  the  calling  out  of  the 
Besen-e  in  1882  and  the  cessation  of 
recruiting  in  that  year,  and  to  sudden 
inci'ease  of  establishment  in  various 
r^ments — matters  which  might  very 
Sir  Walter  Bartteht 


easily  have  been  foreseen,  and  mi^t 
very  easily  hare  been  pvvided  for  with 
a  little  forethought.  But  the  Report  of 
Sir  Arthmr  Hamiarton  shows  that  the 
normal  battalion  of  Briti^  Infantry, 
even  though  mobilised  under  favourable 
circumstajaces,  does  not  contain  such  a 
nucleus  of  trained  soldiers  as  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  be  necessary  if 
it  is  to  be  efficient  for  war  purposes  ; 
and  I  venture  to  think  that  thd 
comparisons  instituted  between  British- 
battalions  and  foreign  bftttalioDS,. 
when  mobilised,  are  very  illusory,  be- 
cause they  do  not  take  into  aoooant 
the  ages  of  the  m«i.  Abroad  they 
never  call  recruits  out  until  they  are- 
nineteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
therefore  they  ai-e  men  requiring  only 
military  training,  and  do  not  require 
time  for  physic^  development.  With 
us,  where  the  recruits  are  seventeen 
and  eighteen  and  occasionally  younger, 
the  men  require  time  for  piiysical  de- 
velopment just  as  much  as  they  do  for 
military  training.  It  is  admitted,  I 
think,  on  all  hands  that  men  of  less  thaa 
twenty  years  of  age  are  not  fitted  for 
active  service ;  if  they  are  not  fit  to 
send  to  India,  they  are  not  fitted 
for  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,, 
although  no  doubt  if  it  were  absolutely 
necessarj'  to  send  them  they  would  do 
their  best.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
practically  none  of  the  men  in  the  home 
Army  who  have  less  than  two  years* 
service  are  fitted  for  active  employment 
in  the  field ;  and  that  being  so,  a  refer- 
ence to  Sir  Ai*thm-  Haliburton's  table 
giving  the  constitution  of  a  normal 
British  battaUon,  if  mobilised  even 
under  favourable  oircumstanoes,  diowa 
that  if  we  take  off  the  eighty  non-oom- 
missioned  officer,  there  only  remain 
two  hundred  and  sixty  privates  on 
whom  to  draft  the  Reserve.  That 
means  the  introduction  of  seven  hun- 
dred Reserve  men  in  order  to  bring  the 
regiment  up  to  its  proper  strength. 
The  Adjutant  General  has  given  it  in 
his  endence  that  for  that  purpose  our 
Beserve  is  twelve  thousand  too  small. 
And  even  if  the  Beserve  were  sofficient 
I  think  bringing  into  a  regiment  seven 
hundred  Beservists  when  yon  have  only 
got  between  two  hundred  and  three 
hundred  trained  soldiers  on  whom  to 
graft  them  would  put  very  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  those  who  had 
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to  enforce  discipline ;  and  it  would  be 
dbvionsty  impossible  to  expect  very  much 
for  some  time  after  mobilisation  in  the 
way  of  drill  or  rau^etry  f  rom  a  r^ment, 
m  which  seven  out  of  nine  men  had 
been  entirely  innocent,  for  from  one 
to  five  years,  of,  any  military 'training 
of  any  sort  or  kind  whatever.  The 
exact  proportion  of  trained  men  to  the 
Reserve  is  a  matter  for  experts,  and 
it  is  one  on  which  I  venture  no  opinion 
of  my.  own.    But  as  the  Germans,  who 
ought  to  know  something  about  it, 
seem  to  agree  that  even  with  their  rigid 
discipline  and  regular  training  of  the 
Eeaerve,  half  and  half  is  as  much  as 
inay  be  admitted,  I  think  that  propor- 
tion is  one  below  which  it  is  very 
iinwise  for  as  to  go.    It  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  authorities  should 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  on  this  point. 
The  equalising  of  battalions  at  home 
and  abroad  might  do  a  great  deal,  and 
no  doubt  is  an  indispensable  step, 
towards  remedying  the  present  un- 
satisfactory state  of  things.    But  no 
rmanent  improvement  can  possibly 
effected  except  by  an  improvement 
in  the  quality  and  the  age  of  our 
iecniitB.   And  the  first  thing  to  be 
done  if  you  wish  to  improve  the  quality 
and  age  of  yonr  recmits  is  to  improve 
your  recruiting  agencies.    There  is 
abundant  evidence  given  before  Lord 
Wantage's  Committee   that  the  re- 
cruiting officers  and  agents  in  many 
cases  have  a  very  impe^ect  conception 
of  their  duties,  and  carry  them  out 
in  a  very  slovenly  manner.    But  the 
greatest  improvement  which  it  seems 
to  me  can  be  effected  is  to  utilise 
the '  men  who  leave  your  Army  by 
«eoaring  that  they  shall  leave  con- 
tented and  give  the  Service  a  good 
tiame  among  those  with  whom  they 
are  afterwards  brought  into  contact ; 
and  in  this  connection  I  think  that 
enough  weight  has  not  been  given 
either  by  the  Committee  or  in  the  dis- 
cussions that  have  taken  place  in  the 
Press  to  Append  No.  30,  in  which  are 
collected  the  opinions  oa  various  points 
bf  great  importance  in  regard  to  recmit- 
|ng  of  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  of  the  men 
in  the  Army  Besnre.   It  appears  from 
thi^  Appendix  that  though  only  about 
two  per  cent,  dislike  the  Army,  a  quarter 
of  them  as  neai;ly  as  possible  leave  the 
Army  with  a  sense  of  grievance.  That 


surely  is  a  most  undesirable  feeling  to 
take  back  into  civil  life  with  them,  for 
if  they  go  away  with  a  sense  of  griev- 
ance they  are  not  likely  to>  recommend 
the  Service  to  any  of  those  with  whom 
they  are  brought  into  contact.  That 
feeling  is  to  be  attributed,  as  far  as  one 
can  judge  From  the  evidence,  to  two 
things.  In  the  first  place  the  men  dislike 
what  they  call  being  "  messed  about " 
by  the  non-commissioned  officers.  They 
further  resent  very  acutely  the  various 
hardships  that  are  put  upon  them  in  the 
matter  of  stoppages  and  otherwise.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  recommendations 
as  to  the  improvement  of  the  position  of 
non-commissioned  officers — especially 
thegivingofpay  at  once  to  lance  co^nus 
and  lance  sei^eants,  which  will  only 
cost  a  comparatively  small  sum — are 
well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  as  tending  to  improve 
the  class  of  men  who  wiU  be  will- 
ingtoacceptnon-commissionedi'ank.  It 
does  appear  to  an  outsider  that  enough 
weight  has  not  been  given  to  the  re- 
commendation of  Lord  Bobertsof  "  Free 
Trade  "  in  the  Army,  so  that  those  who 
dislike  the  service  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  leaving  it,  and  that  those  who 
have  a  torn  for  sobering  should  have 
a  better  chance  than  they  now  have  of 
remaining  in  it  and  making  it  a  life- 
long profession  ;  and  by  a  judicious 
elasticity  in  the  terms  of  service,  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  very  great  deal 
could  be  done  in  that  ilirection 
without  impairing  the  number  or 
the  efficiency  of  the  Beserve.  What 
we  want  to  do  is,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  keep  only  contented 
men  in  the  Army,  and  to  ensure  that 
those  who  leave  it  shall  give  it  a  good 
character  after  they  have  gone.  In  the 
matter  of  pay,  and  especially  of  de- 
ferred pay,  I  think  the  evidence  given 
by  the  Beservists  themselves  can  haL<(lly 
have  too  much  weight  attached  to  it ; 
and  seeing  how  very  large  a  percentage 
of  them  are  in  favour  of  deferred  pay 
on  the  present  princit^e,  and  how  large 
a  percentage  —  I  think  eighty-three 
|Mr  cent. — of  them  make  good  use  of 
it,  I  for  one  hope  the  Government 
will  think  once  and  twice  before  they 
agree  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  to  do  awa^  with  deferred 
pay  altogether.  I  think  that  in  the 
matter  ^  pay  the  most  desirable 
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alteration  that  could  be  made  would 
be  to  give  the  trained  soldier  better 
pay  than  the  untrained  soldier.  A 
serviceable  article  is  worth  more  than 
one  which  is  not  yet  serviceable,  and 
is  also  worth  more  than  an  article 
which  is  deteriorating.  We  are 
told  there  might  be  difficulty  and 
friotion  about  Uiat,  in  consequence  of 
men  who  were  doing  the  same  duty  re- 
ceiving different  rates  of  pay.  But  I 
believe  it  is  quite  common  in  the  Navy, 
and  the  Committee  virtually  recom- 
mend the  same  thing  by  advising  that 
good  conduct  pay  should  be  given  after 
one  year's  service  instead  of  as  at  pre- 
sent. The  principle,  I  think,  is  the 
main  thing,  and  I  hope  it  may  be 
acted  upon.  I  would  carry  it  further, 
and  I  should  think  it  worth  consider- 
ing whether  the  Reserve  men,  during 
their  first  two  years  of  service,  should 
not  be  given  a  ni^er  pay  than  they  at 
present  receive,  on  condition  of  their 
putting  in  a  certain  amount  of  training 
each  year.  I  think  if  the  Reserve  men 
were  given,  say,  five  shillings  a  week  for 
their  first  two  years  of  service,  the  pay 
for  the  last  two  years,  when  they  have 
no  doubt  deteriorated  as  soldiers,  being 
proportionately  reduced,  we  should  get 
better  value  for  the  money,  and  be 
able  to  mf^e  it  a  condition  that  they 
^ould  come  up  for  training  for  a 
limited  time  eacui  year.  To  carry  out 
our  present  system  on  our  present 
lines,  when  if  battalions  are  mobilised 
seven  privates  out  of  nine  would  be 
Reservists  without  any  training,  seems 
to  me  to  be  courting  disaster.  There 
is  evidence,  no  doubt,  to  support  any 
and  all  the  recommendations  the  Com- 
mittee have  made ;  but  I  do  not  think 
tiiere  is  sufficient  proof  that  less  ex- 
pensive and  less  extensive  reforms 
would  not  bring  our  Army  up  to  the 
muki  or,  at  any  rate,  nearly  up  to  the 
mark  in  the  one  point — namely,  the  re- 
tention in  our  home  battalions  of 
a  sufficiency  of  seasoned  men,  in  which 
it  is  at  present  most  defective.  It  seems 
to  me  that  what  ought  to  be  aimed  at  is 
greater  elasticity  in  the  terms  of 
service  and  an  improvement  of  the 
terms  of  the  contract  as  between  the 
State  and  the  soldier.  I  think  the 
matter  of  stoppages  and  things  of  that 
sort  are  vary  well  worth  consideration 
by  the  Government,  and  I  hope  they 

Viteount  EbrmgUm 


will  make  some  concession  in  that 
direction.  But  I  think  the  most  im- 
portant thing  of  all  is  to  deal  with  the 
men  in  a  more  liberal  spirit  than  has  been 
hitherto  done.  The  contract  between 
the  soldier  and  the  country,  as  far  as 
we  can  learn,  is  always  interpreted  in 
favour  of  the  Trea8iu*y  and  as  against 
the  soldier.  A  little  more  liberality  on 
these  points,  I  think,  would  go  fu:  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  men,  and 
satisfy  the  public  that  if  a  man  could 
not  find  a  comfortable  profession  in  the 
Army  it  was  his  fault  and  not  the  fault 
of  the  conditions  of  the  Service  he  has. 
joined. 

(4.57.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester): 
The  good-humoured  allusion  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Sir 
Walter  Barttelot)  to  myself  leads  me 
to  make  an  observation  or  two,  because 
I  do  not  quite  like  that  I  should  be 
misunderstood  or  that  those  who  hold 
similar  views  shonld  be  misunderstood. 
The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
deacribedmeas  a  "  peace-at-any-price  " 
man,  but  I  am  not  usually  considered 
so,  at  any  rate,  in  all  Departments.  It 
is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  those 
who  hold  views  like  mine  are  in  favour 
of  peace  at  any  price.  We  know  that 
as  the  world  exists  at  present  the 
country  must  be  guarded  by  a  Navy, 
and  by  a  weU-trained  and  weU- 
or^janised  Army  as  well.  What  we 
thmk,  however,  is  that  too  much 
money  is  spent  upon  these  things. 
We  say  that  if  less  money  were  ^>ent 
on  the  Army  we  should  have  a  more 
efficient  Army  than  we  have  at  the 
present  time.  Extravagance  always 
leads  to  abuse  and  corruption.  When 
people  have  more  money  to  spend  than 
they  ought  to  have  they  uniformly 
waste  it ;  and  that  is  the  case  with  the 
Services,  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  at 
the  present  time.  I  fnll^  sympaUiise 
with  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  as  to  we  necessity 
for  paying  every  attention  to  the 
welfare  and  comfort  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Army,  and  I  am  sure  he 
has  never  known  me  to  object,  say,  to 
expenditure  for  barrack  accommoda- 
tion. I  sympathise  entirely  with  hi» 
views  as  to  tl^  food  the  men  ought  to> 
have  and  as  to  the  evils  of  the  weseut 
system  of  stoppages,  and  I  ao  not 
blow  that  he  has  said  anything  on 
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those  points  with  which  I  do  not 
heartily  sympathise.  But  this,  I  think, 
is  too  often  forgotten,  that  we  are 
unable  to  do  all  we  might  for  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Army,  because  we  waste 
an  nnoonsoionable  amount  of  money  on 
the  ^reat  officers  who  are"of  no  practical 
service  whatever.  There  is  one  matter 
upon  which  I  should  like  a  little  en- 
lightenment from  the  Secretary  for  War. 
\Ve  have  had  distinct  testimony  that 
there  are  more  general  officers  than  we 
can  possibly  employ,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable redaction  would  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Army. 

The  SECEETARY  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stahhope):  The 
number  of  general  officers  has  been 
reduced. 

Mr.  PICTON:  But  I  believe  the 
general  staff  has  been  increased  rather 
than  diminished,  or  at  least  we  are 

called  upon  to  pay  for  a  larger  staff 
than  last  year,  including  lieutenant 
generals,  major  generals,  and  other 
officers. 

Mb.  stanhope  :  I  referred  only 
to  the  general  officers'  list,  and  to 
the  reduction  which  has  been  made. 
If  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to  deal 
with  the  staff  generally,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  answer  him. 

Mb.  PICTOK  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  general  stalF  is  lai^er  than  is  at  all 
justifiable.  I  am  glad  to  hear  there 
has  been  some  reduction,  but  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  evidence  to 
show  that  great  individuals  exercise  too 
much  infiuence  at  the  War  Office.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  existing  system 
of  patronage  and  wanton  extravagance 
abated. 

^(5.33.)  LiEOT.  Geneeal  Sir  CRAU- 
FURB  PHASER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  I  ask 
leave  to  draw  attention  to  certain 
matters  in  the  Report  of  Lord  Wan- 
tage's Committee.  Royal  Commissions 
and  Parliamentary  Committees  on  the 
state  of  the  Army  have  for  years  made 
their  Reports,  which  have  been  duly 
printed,  presented  to  Parliament  and 
pigeon-holed.  The  maladministrations 
brought  to  light  continue  and  will  oon- 
tinne  until  a  Minister — a  Leader  of 
this  House— one  who  has  proved  his 
power  to  face  a  great  danger  and  to 
pacify  a  kingdom — ^takea      the  ques- 


tion of  the  Army,  with  determination 
to  inquire  into  it  and  to  lead  the  way 
to  the  necessary  reforms,  supported  by 
a  large  majority  that  never  fails  him 
when  ret^uired.  This  last  Committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  service  in  the  Army. 
The  evidence  adduced  is  of  the  most 
momentous  character,  and  when  known, 
by  the  nation  must  arrest  its  attention. 
In  1872,  the  then  Minister  of  War  in- 
troduced  a  scheme  "  with  doubtful 
sense  deluding,"  which  the  evidence 
proves  has  entirely  broken  down,  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Army,  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  taxpayer,  to  danger  to  com- 
merce and  to  the  very  safety  of  thft 
Empire.  In  the  past  twenty  years  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  millions  of 
pounds  have  been  spent  on  the  Home 
Army,  with  what  result?  We  learn 
from  the  evidence  that  His  Boyal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Com* 
mander-in-Chief,  is  of  opinion  that — 

"  Every  battalion  at  home  la  inefBdent  fnr 
home  or  war  duties." 

Sir  Bedvers  Buller,  Adjutant  Qeneralr- 

says — 

No  regiment  of  the  First  Army  Corps 
eonld  be  sent  on  servioe.  .  .  .  We  hara- 
not  a  single  battalion  effeotive  at  home." 

Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  commanding  the- 
Aldershot  Bistrict,  says — 

The  home  battaUons  are  only  a  nureery." 

Lord  Wolsele^,  commanding  the  Forceff 
in  Ireland,  gives  evidence — - 

"That,  after  the  dn^  for  India  ara  pro- 
Tided,  tho  home  battalions  would  be  like  a- 
lemon  when  all  the  juice  is  squeezed  out  of 
it.  Ihey  would  be  of  little  flghtiog  use  i  Uter 
wiU  be  only  weak  depAts." 

The  evidence  gives  the  following  catuna 
for  this  lamentable  state  of  the  Army : — 
Firstly,  the  arrangements  by  which  the 
battalions  abroad  are  fed  by  the  bat- 
talions at  home,  by  which  the  latter  are- 
exhausted  and  rendered  inefficient,  and 
the  men  lose  their  esprit  de  corps 
secondly,  the  demand  for  recruits  being 
greater  than  the  supply,  which  fails  in 
consequence  of  the  unpopularity  of  the- 
Service,  and  the  immense  drain  from 
the  ranks ;  thirdly,  the  term  of  service 
with  the  colours  bdng  too  short,  which 
is  a  great  reason  for  the  present  pros- 
trate state  of  the  Army,  which  is  no- 
longer  looked  upon  as  a  profession. 
With  regard  to  the  first  cause,  all  the 
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•evidence  tends  to  prove  that  the  system 
introduced  in  1872  by  Mr.  Gardwell  of 
feeding  the  battalions  abroad  from  the 
battalions  at  home,  as  I  ai^d  in  this 
House  in  1886,  cannot  be  maintained, 
with  the  short-service  system  the 
•demand  is  too  great  on  the  nome  bat- 
talions ;  and  as  duty  calls  for  a  larger 
number  of  battalions  abroad  than  are 
retained  at  home,  therefore  there  must 
be  certain  regiments  with  both  bat- 
talions abroad  to  be  supplied  from 
home,  whilst  large  numbers  of  men  are 
being  relegated  to  the  Reserve  from  the 
Army  in  general.  A  small  war  broke 
the  links  oetween  the  battalions  and 
•^mpletely  upset  the  whole  scheme. 
The  War  Deinrtment  fnlly  admits  the 
•collapse.  Sufficient  drafts  cannot  be 
produced  owing  to  the  lack  of  men 
•qualified  to  proceed  to  India  by  being 
twenty  years  of  age  and  having  four 
years  to  serve.  The  original  estimation 
•of  the  annual  drafts  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  has  been  greatly  exceeded, 
and  some  battalions  have  given  three 
hundred  men  for  drafts  in  one  season. 
'The  best  men  of  the  home  battalions, 
we  are  told,  are  taken  to  supply  the 
deficiencies  in  the  foreign  battalions, 
:and  yet  Lord  Robert's 

"  own  experience  is  tbet  the  average  drafts 
now  sent  out  to  India  are,  as  amle,  physically 
inferior  to  what  they  usetl  to  lie  tome  years 
ago." 

The  Adjutant  General  gives  evidence 
that  the  present  system  of  drafts,  by 
taking  away  the  most  fit  men,  renders 

-some  of  the  battalions  that  ought  them- 
pelve^  to  be  going  abroad  unfit  to  go. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  home  Army  is 
a  large  and  niost  expensive  depdt  for 
supplying  India  and  the  Colonies  with 
half-trained  lads,  and  the  Reserve  with 
men  who,  the  moment  they  are  in  a 

.good  way  to  know  their  work,  to  be 
valuable  soldiers,  and  to  realise  babits 
of  discipline  and  restraint,  are  drafted 
to  it,  leaving  the  battalion  without  old 
soldiers.  With  regard  to  the  second 
cause — the  dearth  of  recruits — ^beyond 

■question  the  general  feeling  throughout 
tne  United  Kingdom  at  present  is 

.against  young  men  going  into  the 
Army ;  the  reasons  are  clearly  brought 
forward  in  evidence.  Men  leaving  the 
Army  for  the  Reserve,  or  for  civil  life, 

•  carry  their  grievances  with  them,  to  be 

.  quickly  known  through  the  cmintry.  The 

SW  Crau/urd  Fraser 


following  grievances  militate  against 
enlistment.  The  evidence  of  private 
soldiers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
officers  of  all  ranks,  proves  the  accui'acy 
of  that  which  has  been  so  frequently 
ni^d  on  Army  Estimates  in  this  House 
— namely,  that  the  conditions  under 
which  recruits  are  enlisted  are  not 
absolutely  true.  The  recruit,  havinj; 
been  induced  by  the  posters  issued 
under  Government  authority  to  believe 
that  he  will  be  supplied  with  a  fi-ee 
and  sufficient  ration,  finds  that  he  is 
only  allowed  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
of  meat,  including  bone  and  gi'istle. 
and  one  pound  of  oread  daily,  and  all 
extra  food  bevond  this  he  must  par 
for  out  of  his  pocket.  The  smtdl 
ration  is  certainly  not  enough  for 
growing  lads  who  have  to  be  matured. 
The  ration  being  so  small,  men  are  in- 
duced, in  many  cases,  to  stay  their 
appetites  by  drinking.  The  over- 
whelming evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  all  ranks  fully  supports  the 
appeal  that  many  of  us  have  made  for 
yeai-s,  that  the  soldier  should  have  a 
free  ration,  either  by  Government  pi-o- 
viding  the  groceries,  or  granting  messing 
money  of  ureepence  a  day.  Sir  Arthar 
Haliburton,  in  his  dissent  on  niany 
points  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, admits  that — 

"It  is  deshnUe  so  to  a4jiut  the  scddier^ 
pay  and  allowances  aa  to  get  rid  of  the  stop- 
page! from  bia  pay  for  his  wctaca  meariac." 

And  he  aays  that— 

'*  If  at  any  time  hereafter  the  aoUlor'a  pay 
and  sUoweoces  are  TeeonaideMd,  that  ojppot' 
tonity  should  be  taken  to  amend  an  arraoge- 
ment  which  la  open  to  miaconoeptioa.'' 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  gives  evidence — 

"that  men  are  short  of  meat,  especially  re- 
omits;  the  meat  ration  should  be  three- 
ouartera  of  a  pound  of  meat  without  boae. 
He  thinks  the  smaDness  of  the  ration  a 
grisTBDoe." 

Surely  the  time  has  come  this  day 
when  this  injustice  should  be  remedied 
— in  fairness  to  the  soldier  and  for  the 
credit  of  the  country.  With  re(nrd  to 
clothing.  Sir  Redvers  BuUer,  Adjutant 
GenercJ,  considei'S  that  the  Infantn*  of 
the  Line  are  not  sufficiently  dotfaed  in 
point  of  health  and  warmth;  he  would 
dress  the  soldier  better  thui  at  {wesrait. 
Sir  Evelyn  Wood  considers  that  want 
of  sufficient  clothing  gives  the  men  then- 
matism.  There  have  been  no  sources  of 
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discouragement  more  baroing  than  the 
arrangement  by  which  a  soldier  has  to 
accept  the  cast-off  clothing — "part 
worn,"  it  is  termed — of  others,  and 
having  to  give  old  clothes  back  to  be 
sold  by  the  Government ;  in  fact, 
having  their  uniform  lent  to  them 
instead  of  given,  as  formerly.  Also 
the  fact  that  the  soldier  sent  abroad 
'  has  had  to  pay  out  of  his  own 
pocket  for  his  sea  kit,  and  for  his  khaki 
snits  of  clothing  when  he  arrives  in 
India.  Keeping  up  the  supply  of  the 
"pull  through"  of  the  rifle  at  heavy 
expense,  and  the  payment  for  barra^ 
damages,  due  often  to  wear  and  tear, 
are  also  much  felt.  What  desertion 
thei'e  is  generally  happens,  it  appears, 
in  the  first  year  of  the  recruit  serving. 
With  regard  to  the  recruits,  according 
to  the  latest  official  returns  there  are 
31,818  soldiers  imder  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  it  appears  that  mauy  of  the 
recruits  enlist  under  eighteen,  and 
mothers  claim  their  sons  as  being  under 
sixteen.  General  Viscount  Wolseley 
computes — 

"  that  seventy  per  cent,  of  men  serving  in  each 
bome  battaBoB  is  nnat  to  take  the  Odd." 

In  1890  about  10,000  recruits  were 
specially  enUsted,  and  last  year  still 
more  "  specials "  were  enlisted,  and 
Sir  Evelyn  Wood  says  that  an  adequate 
supply  even  of  special  enlistments 
cannot  be  obtained.  Lord  Wolseley 
gives  evidence  that  in  Ireland  alone 
within  the  last  two  years  the  *'  '  special 
enlistments '  have  gone  from  eight  to 
twenty-five  per  cent." ;  and  there  is 
evidence  that  some  of  the  special  en- 
listments are  not  a  bit  betterat  the  end 
of  twelve  months  than  when  they 
joined.  The  special  recruits  cannot  be 
fine  specimens  of  manhood,  when  we 
remember  that  the  regulation  standard 
tor  the  ordinary  recruit  is  only — height, 
five  feet  four  inches ;  weight,  eight  stone 
three  pounds — less  than  Derby  weight — 
chest  measurement,  thirty-three  inches. 
All  who  attended,  the  manoeuvres  in 
Hampshire  last  September  will  bear 
witness  to  the  high  spuit  shown  in 
every  rank,  and  to  the  excellent 
practical  training.  At  the  same  time 
It  was  manifest  that  the  ranks  were 
quite  unfit  for  service,  as  evidenced  by 
their  worn,  eager  looks.  As  a  well- 
known  war  correspondent  remarked — 

VOL.  V.  [FOtlBTH  BBBDSB.] 


*'  'DiBj  look  as  if  they  had  gone  thronf^  a 
six  monuw'  oampugn." 

We  are  told  that  these  men  would  not 
be  sent  to  a  campaign  ;  they  will  be 
replaced,  the  battalion  stiffened  by  the 
Reserve.  With  regard  to  the  third 
cause,  namely,  the  terms  of  service, 
which  so  much  affect  the  life  of  a 
soldier,  His  Boyal  Highness  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief gives  evidence  that — 

"The  continual  change  in  the  conditions  of 
service  in  the  ranks  are  most  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  Service." 

The  compulsory  retirement  of  men  who 
wish  to  remain  with  the  colours,  and 
the  refusal  to  allow  men  to  rejoin  from 
the  Reserve,  has  done  infinite  harm. 
With  regard  to  deferred  pay,  Su- 
Evelyn  Wood,  Sir  Redvers  Buller, 
Lord  Roberts,  and  other  soldiers  of 
great  experience  of  all  ranks,  have 
expressed  their  conviction  that  it  should 
be  abohsbed.  It  is  no  inducement  to 
a  man  to  enlist  in  the  Army ;  it  is  a 

f eat  inducement  for  him  to  leave  it^ 
videnoe  says  that  about  three-fourths 
of  the  men  squander  it.  It  teaches  no 
thrift ;  it  is  a  bonus  for  men  to  leave 
the  S^rnce,  and  to  prevent  men  from 
re-ei^sting.  In  the  words  of  His  Boyal 
Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief — 

"  By  giving  deferred  pay  only  to  men  who 
leave  the  colours,  the  Army  is  sacrificed  to  the 
Keserve,  wliich  is  not  a  good  plan." 

This  system  leads  men  to  be  enlisted 
fraudulently.  It  appears  in  e\"idence 
that  men  going  to  the  Reserve  with 
their  deferred  pay  frequently  behave  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  disgust  the  people 
about  them,  and  thus  to  defer reci-uiting. 
With  regard  to  the  old  soldiers.  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  says  in  evidence — 

"  The  battalions  at  home  have  hardly  any 
old  soldiers  in  them,  except  non-commi^onea 
officers.  .  .  .  Some  battalions  an  all 
recroits.  .  .  .  There  ought  to  be  a  lazier 
proportion  of  old  soldiers,  vhieh  a  ten  yean' 
system  would  give." 

Sir  Redvers  Buller,  the  Adjutant 
General,  has  a  decided  objection  to  the 
old  soldiers.   He  gives  this  opinion — 

"  I  think  the  old  soldiers  are  really  a  fraud ; 
tfaey  are  not  good  fighting  material." 

In  this  he  is  opposed  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington — namely, 
that— 

"  The  old  Boldiw  waa  the  heart  aad  ■aul 
and  courage  and  strength  of  tbe  raiment" 

2  E 
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In    a   letter   to    Brigadier  General 

Craufurd,  Sir  John  Moore  wrote — 

"  Men  of  this  deBcripUon,  namely,  after 
fointeen  years'  service,  are  moat  valuable, 
and  every  eneouragemeat  ehould  be  given 
them  to  eonlanae  id  uw  Servioa,  and  no  temp- 
tation to  withdraw  from  it" 

Again,  he  says — 

After  twenty-one  years'  service  many  men 
wiH  be  found  able  and  willing  to  serve,  and  as 
■olcUen  of  this  desoription  are  inraluable, 
thsy  ihoald  be  encouraged  to  serve  with  their 
regiments," 

When  speakipK  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
of  Sobraon,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
said — 

"  I  ask  yoo,  my  Lords,  if  saoh  a  fMt  could 
have  been  performed  by  young  soldinrs  ?  It 
would  have  been  impossible." 

Napoleon  gave  his  decision  that — 

"  Every  means  should  be  taken  to  attract 
the  soldier  to  bis  colours.  This  is  best  accom- 
plished by  showing  consideration  and  respect 
for  the  old  soldier.  His  pay  likewise  should 
inonasa  with  his  length  of  servioe.  It  is  the 
brie^  of  iniostiee  to  give  a  veteran  no  greater 
advaat^es  than  a  reemifc" 

Field  Marshal  Lord  Baglan  asked  for 
"no  more  voung  solders,  who  died  like 
flies," 

to  be  sent  to  him  in  the  Crimea. 
Further,  Mr.  Cardwell,  referring  to  this 
subject,  says — 

"  Anxious  as  I  am  for  shorter  service— 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  shorter  service  tsat  the 
root  of  wl  Array  reform — nevertheless,  I  am  as 
conseions  as  anybody  can  be  o(  the  immense 
Importanee  of  retaining  in  tiie  Army  that  most 
valoable  mamW  of  it— the  old  soldier." 

The  evidence  of  the  greatest  soldiers 
supports  these  opinions.  With  regard 
to  the  Reserve,  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Conamander-in-Ghief  gives  his 
opinion  before  the  Committee  that — 

*- At  present  the  Reserve  have  no  duties,  and 
are  piUd  for  doing  nothing"  : 

that— 

"  the  Begular  Army  is  saerifloed  to  the  Ke- 
■em"; 

and  that  - 

"only  men  not  wanted  should  go  to  the 
Roserve." 

His  Boyal  Highness  considers — 

''that  a  RflHrva  man  who  has  been  three 
years  with  Uw  eolours  mi^  tako  his  plMa 
with  the  Army  after  dx  months'  trainii^  — 

a  little  late  for  the  campaign  of  the 
day  1  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  considers  that 
fioeii  go  to.  the  Reserve  too  quiokly,  and 
that  they  should  be  trained.  Lord 
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Wolseley  is  not  satisfied  with  the  state 
of  the  Reserve — 

"  There  is  further  evidence  from  comnraiid- 
ing  officers  that  a  recruit's  service  would  not  be 
worth  mueh,  without  a  considerable  amount  of 
training,  after  he  has  been  away  fmm  the 
veipmenta  year  or  mora." 

And  yet  it  is  said  that  one-half  the 
Reserve  men  would  lose  their  civil  em- 
ployment if  the  Reserve  were  called  out 
for  training.  Evidence  proves  that  a 
large  proportion  of  Reserve  men  have 
deteriorated  from  want  of  employment 
and  want  of  food.  The  Reserve  is  the 
First  Line  on  leave.  Reserve  men 
draw  their  pay,  are  never  seen  officially, 
are  never  drilled  or  instructed, 
and  are  never  medically  examined. 
Many  of  these  men,  dismissed  to  the 
Reserve  against  their  w;iU,  were  they 
permitted  to  re-enlist,  would  do  so,  to 
the  great  advanta^  of  the  Service ;  but 
they  are  called  on  to  repay  their 
deferred  pay,  of  from  £15  to  £21,  which 
they  have  fairly  earned — a  grim  joke  to 
them !  In  all  foreign  Armies  the 
Reserves  are  repeatedly  called  out,  and 
kept  up.  to  the  mark  in  drills  and 
at  manoeuvres  for  two  months  at  a  time. 
This  is  considered  absolutely  esseutial. 
In  the  face  of  evidence  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  Sir  A.  Haliburton  can 
claim  that  the  tiilitary  Authorities  are 
actually  in  touch  with  upwards  of  sixty- 
eight  thousand  Beservists.  It  appears 
that  there  is  no  scheme  with  regard  to 
the  Reserve,  for  the  Adjutant  General 
cannot  say  what  an  adequate  Reserve 
would  be,  as  the  Military  Authorities 
have  never  been  informed  what  the 
duties  of  the  Army  are,  and  what  the 
country  expects  the  Array  to  do.  We 
may  be  sure,  in  consequence  of  their 
want  of  training,  practice  and  condi- 
tion, they  would  be  looked  on  by  the 
lads  as  Rip  Van  Winkles.  If  these 
vetwans  were  called  teom  their  new 
pursuits  they  would  indeed  have  to 
begin  soldiering  again.  It  has  been 
clearly  explained,  in  recent  most  aide 
letters,  that  the —  , 

'*  artilleryman  vrould  find  a  new  gun,  a  wtm 
powder,  a  new  projeotils.  The  InfaatoTnan 
would  And  a  new  rifle,  a  new  banwet,  a  totallv 
new  system  of  *Advanoe  and  Attook/  an& 
would  even  be  anfamiUar  with  On  new  eraa- 
pany  drill" 

These  are  the  veterans  who,  out  of  con- 
dition, short  of  breath,  and  sore  of  foot, 
are,  at  a  moment's  notioe,  to  give 
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stability  to  the  ranks,  to  enter  into  a 
jeough  oampaign,  with  its  hardships 
fKoA  long  marohes,  may  be  to  face  the 
^ra  of  modem  axtillwy,  and  of  the 
magazine  rifle  in  the  praetised  hands 
of  highly  disciplined  and  well  drilled 
troops  in  fine  physical  condition, 
trained  to  march  thirty  miles  a  day. 
And  under  such  conditions  these 
veterans  are  to  carry  all  before  them 
with  enthusiasm  as  of  old,  and  to 
forge  on  to  victory.  Lord  Roberts, 
who  holds  the  most  independent  and 
'x^ponsible  post  in  Her  Majesty's 
Army,  in  his  extremely  able  review 
jtemarks — 

"  I  oMioot  view,  witiunt  grave  qiprehea- 
-sioDj  the  present  condition  of  the  home  Army 
•8  disclosed  in  the  evidence." 

"The  evidence  before  Lord  Wantage's 
Committee  proves  beyond  all  doubt  or 
question  that  longer  service  than  at 
present  must  obtain  in  our  Army. 
His  Boyal  Highness  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  recommends  that  men  should 
be  enlisted  for  ten  years'  service  with 
the  colours  and  five  years  with  the 
Beserve.    His  Boyal  Highness  says— 

"  A  man  who  fs  twelve  yean  a  Boldiw  is 
-always  a  soldier  ;  but  I  do  not  cal|  tiie  seven 
years'  men,  much  less  the  three  years'  men, 
•^diers.  Keep  a  man  on  longer  servioe,  and 
^ve  bim  a  puiuon  at  the  end  of  U." 

The  late  Emperor  of  Germany  gave 
this  opinion  to  a  Member  in  another 
place,  himself  a  distinguished  soldier, 
-when  in  England  for  the  Jubilee, 
that — 

"Short  service  and  voluntary  enliitmeai 
-     .ooald  never  run  together." 

Lord  JRoberts  says — 

"As  regards  the  period  of  aoloor  and 
Beserve  service,  lean  oolyreiterate  my  opinion, 
my  eoDviclaOD,  tiiat  a  short  servioe  system  is 
■quite  ioapfdioaUe  to  an  Anny  which  is  raised 
by  voluntary  enlistmwt,  and  more  than  half 
«f  which  is  quartered  inroad  even  in  peace 
time." 

His  Lordship  and  many  experienced 
officers  agree  for  longer  service  but 
for  a  more  elastic  service,  giving 
men  the  option  of  leaving  the 
colours  After  the  first  three  years. 
As  an  old  soldier,  let  me  say  that  I  con- 
sider non-commisaioned  ofl&oers  should 
"be  allowed  to  extend  their  term  of 
service  at  any  time.  A  system  of  good 
•conduct  pay  and  peosicm  for  good  and 
Ion  4  service  shomd  exist.  Bad  cha- 
racters should  be  diachai^ed.  Three- 


pence a  day  or  a  free  grocery  ration 
should  be  introduce4  at  onoe,  and 
other  grievuices  should  be  remedied. 
Above  all,  the  country's  money  must  be 
spent  with  judgment.  In  the  words  of 
Lord  Cardweli — 

"  If  you  have  your  batfcftlioas  in  good  order, 
your  eadrea  fiUl,  and  your  officcm  and  men  in 
a  state  of  efBcieney,  if  you  have  in  every  bat- 
talion five  hundrra  and  sixty  veterans,  yon 
would  have  no  difficulty  it  anemanreDcy  aroM, 
and  when  the  warlike  spirit  of  wis  oountfry 
had  been  evoked,  in  rusing  the  nlnetgr^wo 
thousand  to  one  hundred  thousand." 

Sir,  I  feel  confident  that  no  section  of 
this  House  can  be  so  dead  to  its  sense 
of  duty  and  its  dignity  as  to  ignore 
this  momentous  question  of  the  state 
of  the  Army.  It  will  obtrude  and 
force  its  way.  It  must  be  bravely 
faced  by  ParUament. 

"  The  work  Uiat  should  to-day  b9  wroui^ 

Defer  not  till  to-morrow ; 
The  help  that  shoold  within  be  sought 

Boom  from  without  to  borrow — 
Old  maxims  these,  yet  stont  and  true, 

They  speak  in  trumpet  tone ; 
To  do  at  once  what  is  to  do, 

And  trust  ourselves  alone." 

-Db.  FABQUHAKSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  suppose  the  most  preswng 
question  we  have  to  consider  at  the 
present  time  in  connection  with  our 

Army  is  how  to  attract  the  better  class 
of  men,  better  physically  and  morally, 
to  join  the  ranks,  without  placing  too 
great  and  crushing  a  burden  on  the 
Exchequer  of  the  country.  In  looking 
through  the  Keport  of  Lord  Wautage'a 
Committee,  and  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Com  mi  ttee ,  we  see  on 
every  page  expressions  of  solici- 
tude in  r^ard  to  this  question 
on  the  part  of  our  distinguished 
ofllcers.  It  is  vjuy .  unfortunate  that 
we  have  not  yet  got  rid  of  the  idea  that 
the  position  of  the  soldier  is  low, 
misei'able,  and  degraded,  and  that  the 
Army  recruits  the  riff-raff  of  the  popula- 
tion- I  trust  that  this  notorious  notion 
may  be  eventually  wholly  extinguished. 
No  doubt  somethmg  would  be  accom- 
plished in  that  connection  could  we 
m  any  way  improve  what  we  oali  the 
social  position  of  the  soldier.  We  have 
beard  to-day  that  when  soIdiQi-s  satire 
into  private  life  their  o^gjiortuqities  <4. 
employment  are  not  what  they  should 
be.  I  admit,  in  this  respeot,  that  the 
present  Government  has  done  more 
than  previous  Govemm«its,  although 
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it  has  not  yet  given  full  effect  to  the 
,  recommendations  of  formerCommittees, 
that  enlarged  opportunities  of  employ- 
ment in  civil  life  should  be  given  to 
men  in  the  Reserve.    For  instance,  in 
the  Post  Office  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  positions  which  might,  perhaps 
not  exclusively,  but  to  some  large 
extent,  be  given  to  Reserve  men  who 
have  given  a  large  portion  of  their  life 
to  the  country's  service.  Looking 
throt^h  the  evidence  placed  before  the 
Committee,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
come  to  some  conclusion  as  to  what 
deterrent  causes  operate  against  re- 
cruiting.   Nobody  will,  I  think,  deny 
that  the  present  character  of  recruits 
is  poor.    A  great  many  are  taken  on 
speculation,  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
improve  if  they  manage  to  survive  the 
hardships  of  the  earUer  period  of  their 
service.    As  to  the  causes  which  deter 
the  better  class  of  men  entering  the 
Service,  I  think  the  testimony  given 
before  the  Committee  is  almost  unani- 
mous.  When  a  man  enters  the  Army 
he  finds  himself   greatly  deceived, 
although  not,  perhaps,  purposely  de- 
ceived.   He  discovers  that  he  is  not 
going  to  get  his  full  shilling  per  day. 
That  question  has  been  often  raised 
before ;  I  have  myself  referred  to  it  on 
several  occasions,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  was  bardly  a  single  witness,  high 
or  low,  who  did  not  emphatically  tell 
the  Committee  that  the  soldier  ought  to 
get  his  shilling  per  day  clear  without 
stoppage  of  a  certain  portion  of  his 
rations.    A  ^reat  many  of  the  men 
who  gave  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee— privates  and  non-commissioned 
officers — further  said  they  did  not  see 
why  misleading  posters  should  be  placed 
in  prominent  places,  and  incorrect  state- 
ments   made   by  non-commissioned 
officers.    On  former  occasions  I  was 
told   by   the    hon.    Gentleman  the 
fHnancial    Secretary  to    the  War 
Office,  that  no  man  need  be  deceived, 
because  be  could  procure,  on  applica- 
tion at  the  Post  Office,  apamphlet  which 
described  all  the  benefits  of  the  Service. 
Tou  might,  however,  just  as  well  ask 
many  of  the  men  to  go  to  the  library  of 
the  British  Museum,  take  out  a  re- 
condite work,  and  study  it.  It  is  certain 
that  a  large  proportion  never  hear  of 
the  pamphlet,  but  simply  accept  the 
statements  of  the  flaming  posters  on  the 
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wall  and  the  explanation  of  the  re- 
cruiting sei^eant  who,  being  paid  ia 
ratio  to  the  men  he  attracts  to  the 
colours,  naturally  represents  the  Service 
in  the  most  cmilmir  de  rose  Ught.  The 
recruit  is  led  to  beheve  that  he  will 
receive  bis  fuU  shiUing  per  day,  and 
when  be  finds  that  this  is  not  the  case 
he  is  dissatisfied.  I  quite  admit  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  improved 
the  rations  of  the  soldier,  and  I  think 
all  classes  of  the  Arm^  are  gratefnl  to 
him  for  the  reform  ra  this  branch. 
Nothing,  however,  has  been  done  to 
bridge  over  the  terrible  gap  which 
exists  in  the  soldier's  diet  between  hia 
morning  meal  and  his  evening  meal. 
There  is  another  question  to  which  I 
wish  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  a  subject  referred  to  by 
several  of  the  witnesses  who  gave 
evidence  before  Lord  Wantage's  Com- 
mittee, and  one  specially  referred  to  by 
His  Boyal  Highness  the  Dnke  of 
Gonnau^t,  who  made  a  most  emphatic 
statement  on  the  subject.  I  refer  to 
the  meat  diet.  Although  that  diet  may 
generally  be  enough  for  grown  men,  it 
is  not  enough  for  growing  recruits. 
The  Duke  of  Connaught,  after  referring 
to  the  work  of  the  recruit,  bis  drill» 
and  the  gymnastics  he  had  to  engage 
in,  and  the  strain  to  which  his  system 
was  put  in  connection  with  the  develop- 
ment of  bone  and  muscle,  said  very 
emphatically  that  the  rations  of  the 
recruit  were  not  sufficient  for  his  needa. 
And  the  best  proof  of  this  lies  in  the- 
fact  that  the  recruit,  during  the  first  few 
months  of  his  service,  generally  spends 
half  his  pay  on  a  simple  diet  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together.  This  excellent 
evidence  given  by  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  was  further  supplemented  by  a 
large  variety  of  other  testimony,  and 
one  non-commissioned  officer  drew 
especial  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  diet  of  the  young  recruit 
who  had  to  enter  upon  duties  which 
involved  a  great  strain.  The  recom- 
mendation I  make  is  that  he  should  be 
given  an  extra  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
beef.  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  any  further, 
because  I  do  not  feel  myself  qualified 
to  enter  upon  the  ^eater  and  wider 
questions  mvolved  m  this  Report.  I 
have  only  ventured  to  draw  attention 
to  those  lesser  points  which  hare 
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tlvni^  attracted  my  own  attention. 
We  must  hope  that,  although  this  dis- 
eosdon  has  come  at  an  onfortonate 
time,  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  in  this  Hoase  by  experienced 
olBcers  will  not  be  without  effect. 
-  Gbsbral  Sib  FREDEEICK  FITZ- 
WYGBAM  (Hants,  S.) :  I  suppose, 
Sir,  that  the  recruiting  question 
'iH  the  key  of  the  present  and  future 
{wsition  of  the  Army.  As  a  matter 
-of  fact  we  fail  to  get  recruits,  and  the 
question  is,  why?  Some  say  that 
it  is  on  account  of  the  low  pay,  others 
«n  acooontof  ration  stoppages,  and  some 
•on  account  of  the  general  treatment  of 
the  Anuy.  These  causes,  whether  true 
•or  not,  are  common  to  all  the  regiments 
■of  the  Army ;  but  I  find  the  ^atest 
possible  ^fiMenoe  as  to  recruiting  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  Army.  I 
find,  for  instance,  that  the  Royal 
Engineers  are  always  full ;  that  in  the 
Cavalry  they  are  full ;  and  that  in  the 
Royal  Artillery  they  are  nearly  full. 
Yet  the  Infantry  is  invariably  behind 
in  the  matter  of  recruiting.  When  I 
endeavour  to  discover  the  cause  of  this, 
I  find  that  of  those  who  are  loafing 
about  nine-tenths  come  from  the  In- 
iantry,  while  I  never  find  a  man  from 
.the  Boyal  Engineers,  and  seldom  one 
irom  the  Cavalry,  or  from  the 
Artillery.  Looking  at  the  causes, 
I  think  the  failure  of  the  Infantry 
lies  in  the  exceedingly  idle  life 
whdch  the  Infsjitry  soldier  is  com- 
pelled to  lead  during  his  seven  years  of 
'Service.  Beyond  an  hour  or  two's 
•drill  and  a  little  cleaning  he  has  nothing 
to  do,  and  therefore  it  is  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  such  a  man  would 
readily  take  to  the  hard  work  which  is 
part  of  civil  life.  The  consequence  is 
that  he  loafs  about  and  brings  discredit 
on  the  Sanriee.  The  remedy  for  this 
€tate  of  things  is  not  more  drill 
or  more  pay ;  it  is  to  find  some 
useful  training  and  employment 
for  our  Infantry  soldiers;  and  the 
suggestion  I  make  is  one  I  hope 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  will 
take  up.  It  is  this.  The  most  useful 
men  we  have  are  the  Royal  Engineers, 
and  there  is  no  good  reason  wby  our 
Infantry  soldiers,  during  the  many  idle 
hours  of  the  day,  should  not  be  trained 
as  the  Royal  Engineers  are  trained,  so 
that  they  might  be  fitted  fwanployment 


on  entering  dvil  life.  It  may  be 
replied  that  all  cannot  be  trained  as 
Royal  Engineers,  and  I  agree ;  but 
there  are  many  trades  in  which  they 
might  be  trained.  Then  there  is  the 
question »  for  instance,  of  barrack 
damf^es.  Now,  we  are  spending 
four  millions  on  building  barracks, 
and  on  furniture,  &o.  There  is  thus 
money  enough  to  give  every  soldier,  who 
is  desirous,  an  opportunity  of  learning 
a  trade  which  wHl  prove  profitable 
and  useful  in  after  life.  I  look  on  this 
question  of  the  employment  of  Infantry 
soldiers  during  thwr  period  of  service 
as  the  important  element  in  relation  to 
recruiting.  When  a  man  leaves  the 
Service  to  loaf  about,  he  damages  that 
service,  and  damages,  too,  the  recruit- 
ing ;  but  were  the  Infantry  soldier 
fairly  well  employed  during  his  seven 
years  of  service,  I  believe  that 
he  would  prosper  on  regaining  civil 
life.  I  think  the  compUunts  about  the 
recruits 'have  been  much  exaggerated. 
We  have  been  told  in  the  Report  that 
they  are  boys  who  will  never  make 
soldiers.  We  know,  however,  that 
this  statement  must  be  untrue,  because 
our  foreign  battalions  are  as  fine  regi- 
ments as  we  could  wish  to  see,  and  they 
are  exclusively  recruitedfrom  these  boys 
who  are  referred  to  bylJbrd  Wantage's 
Committee.  We  hear  a  good  deal 
about  their  youth ;  but  we  command- 
ing ofiicers  wish  to  have  our  men 
young.  We  do  not  wish  to  take  a 
recruit  alter  ei^teen  or  nineteen 
years  of  age.  We  wish  to  get 
a  fair  sample  of  the  lads  from  Uie 
country ;  we  do  not  wish  to  take 
men  of  twenty-two  and  twenty-four 
who  come  to  the  Army  as  a  last  resort. 
We  wish  to  have  lads  fresh  from  the 
towns  and  country  before  they  have 
fallen  into  evil  habits,  and  when  they 
can  make  good  and  efiective  soldiei-s. 
My  belief  is  that  you  cannot  do  a 
greater  possible  evil  to  the  Army  than 
by  enlisting  men  of  twenty -four.  There 
is  one  subject  connected  with  the  age 
of  soldiers  for  which  Cavalry  officers 
are  somewhat  responsible,  and  it  is  as 
to  the  Cavalry  Dep6t  at  Canterbury  for 
the  regiments  in  India.  Although  the 
depdt  is  working  very  satisfactorily,  I 
am  bound  to  say  it  is  conducted  on  an 
entirely  false  and  erroneous  principle. 
At  Canterbury  we  constantly  enlist  for 
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thp  re^ments  in  India  men  of  the  Ego 
ot  f  iffhteen.  By  the  ruh-'w  they 
cannot  be  aent  out  nntil  they  are 
twenty^  and  therefore  a  considerable 
number  of  these  recniitB  are  oblifred  to 
bekeptayear  longer  than  ianecessary  in 
kniniag  at  the  derpdfc^  the  ooefc  being 
doubled.  Ton  hare  rixteen  arail^ 
tAAet  Garalry  regimenta  at  home,  and 
yoa  require  tenry  year  abont  eight 
farmdred  reoruitB  for  India.  My  pro- 
posal would  be  to  take  tbe&e  ei^ht 
hnndiTd  men,  and  give  to  the  sixteen 
Cnvaliy  regiments  at  home  fifty  men 
extiii  f-utli,  on  tht!  condition  that  t^aoh 
of  these  regiments  should  find  twpntv 
trained  men  of  not  less  than  tlirec 
3"eara'  service  to  send  out  to  the  Cavatr}- 
rflgimentB  Id  India.  As  I  desire  to 
«iWt8v^  mns^i  to  the  jpeoroiting  qneiB- 
ti^  t  Ml-  lifflAlfflc^'o&aT  pointB 
beyond  one  to  which  I  must  refer 
ttamely,  the  little  encooragement  given 
by  the  Committee  to  r on -com missioned 
officers.  Why  they  left  them  in  the 
cold  shade  I  do  not  know — notliir^! 
would  tpnd  morp  to  encourftuf  the  re- 
cruiting than  i^voci  civiHan  placet!  found 
for  non-commisaionedollieers  after  they 
hnf&  obtained  their  discharge.  What, 
however,  we  mainly  want  is  more  en- 
Mniragement  to  parents  to  eend  their 
ipto  the  Army.  OomnuHioiie  are 
'dC  iio^  nee  aB  regard  recmiking ;  the 
BMt  got  them  have  left-  home  too 
ka^  and  are  forgotten.  My  eonvio- 
tion  ia  that  we  should  increase  the 
pay  of  noD-RominiBBioned  officeis — the 
CorjK»ralw  >ihoitrd  receive  two  shillin_c;3 
and  sixpence  per  day,  and  seijjfunts  of 
four  or  five  years'  standing  four  sliillinfrs 
par  day.  "When  thfv  went  home  on 
leave,  they  would  be  in  evidence  aa 
bmog  done  better  in  the  Army  than 
if  Iftt^  IuhI  Bt»yed  in  their  native 
tfflageB  or  townfl.  Thea  1  believe 
Hmv6  would  be  nieh  a  movooietit  in 
tiiyonr  «f  Ihbe  Army  tiiftt  tou  would 
never  WKnt  for  the  beet  oiaes  of  the 
youths  of  England. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Falkiik.  Ac.)  :  1 
think  thf  question  of  recruitirrj^'  i^;  qnit*.- 
as  iiutL-l)  a  civilian  as  a  military  i|ues- 
tinn,  \iui\  it  is  from  that  point  of  view 
that  I  wi&h  to  make  a  few  observations 
to  the  Committee^  In  nodiQg  what  has 
been  nnblished  on  this  unp^tant  sab- 
jaot,  T  have  been  innefa  atraolc  by  ibm 
WRsteof  life  and  money  that  \n  hi-ought 

Sir  Frederick  Fits-  Wygram 


about  by  the  too  early  utilisatic 
yauiifj  recruits!  who  we're  not  mat 
when  they  entered  the  Army.  I  di 
see  any  reason  why  recruiting  sli 
not  be  commenced  at  an  early  age 
if  thia  be  the  praotiae  thoMwbi 
immatoze  when  they  ave  enl 
Bbonld not  eaiy be piawefl on  thei 
tive  staff,  and'm  eonaidered  effide 
training.  I  tiiink  it  woald  bftWi 
adopt  in  aome  form  or  other  the  ti 
that  lenfTth  of  service  in  the  J' 
Hhould  only  be  counted  from  the 
when  a  man  becomes  etticient  not 
as  regards  drill,  but  elHci^nt  also  a 
gardfi  physical  powers.  I  was 
much  struck  by  one  part  of  the  evid 
offered,  I  think,  by  the  Duke  o( 
naught.  Hia  Boyal  Hi^uwea  : 
tionuB^  ia  one  of  the  regni 

Bent  %«Et  W  J^intift  there  were  a 
numbelr  of  immattore  yottthawho  al 
all  died  within  a  short  pedod  of 

Mb.  EDWARD  f^TAimOPE : 
no  !  I  have  alrpady  referred  t< 
matter,  iind  explained  that  Hi  a  I 
Hif^hnpss  wa^  entii-f  Iv  mistaken, 

Mh.  SINCLAIR':  I  am  gla 
hear  that  statement,  of  whic 
was  not  previously  Jiware.  But, 
acoepting  that  statemonti  X  wi| 
point  out  that  the  eridi^lo^ 
the  sending  out  of  immatore  yi 
is  detrimental  to  their  heaUb- 
diseaee  and  death  eoaoe.  In  tjbi 
bates  in  this  Hov«e  I  have  I 
that  there  ia  a  feeling  existing 
some  difficulty  with  regard  to  disci 
in  the  Army  would  aii^c  as  a  t 
of  a  vfti  vtnt;  vnU'  of  jiay  to  jjt 
scildiiTs,  1  (U>  not.  liowftver.  think 
can  be  considered  an  insuperabl* 
stacle.  I  think  that  a  tnan  w1 
thoroughly  trained  ftsd  fit  for  w 
ought  to  receive  K  gNater  ack 
ledgment  from  the  ootinlty  in  the 
of  larger  pay  tiioee  who  a»  b 
efi&oient.  If,  under  snob  oironmsis 
offioers  did  find  diffinnlty  in  the  il 
tfimnce  of  discipline.  I  think 
should  be  removtid  ivnd  otlu'in  p 
tbeti'  places.  In  thf  Navy  an<3  in 
fcnipio\tnent  we  see  difterenc  rut 
rciinuipriition.  Yet  the  ili^ciplii 
perfect,  and  aurely  wt:  can  ei 
commanding  officers  to  maintai 
similiar  oondition  ol  afhiza,  I  t 
Bom^ttuog  idiontd  be  done,  too, 
r^fard  to  fcbe  other  grienoflon.  II 
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stated  in  the  House  to-day  that 
a  large  Dumber — I  think  twenty-fiveper 
cent. — of  men  left  the  service  dissatis- 
fied with  it.  If  there  were  reform  here, 
public  feeling  in  regard  to  the  Army 
would  be  improved.  As  a  layman,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  (Sir  Frederick  Fitzvvygram) 
were  most  reasonable  and  sensible.  I 
do  not  desire  to  go  further  than  to  say 
that  everything  possible  should  be  done 
in  regard  to  good  food  and  diminished 
stoppages  to  make  the  men  thoroughly 
comfortable,  in  order  that  the  Army 
may  become  popular.  Becmitiug 
should  be  BO  promoted  as  to  give  us 
a  force  upon  which  we  can  rely  in  any 
case  of  emergency  at  home  or  abroad. 
*CoLONEL  BI/UNDELL  (Lancashire, 
&.W.,  Inoe) :  I  am  sure  that  anyone 
who  patiently  reads  the  Reports  and 
evidence  of  Lord  Wantage's  Committee 
must  appreciate  the  difficulties  to  be 
conten^^  against  in  a  voluntary 
service  Army,  whioh  is  obliged  to  take 
ncruits  at  the  nominal  age  of  eighteen, 
and  yet  is  unable  to  use  them  for  the 
main  purposes  of  the  Army — namely, 
to  send  them  to  India,  until  they  are 
twenty.  I  think  a  great  deal  of 
the  criticism  we  have  heard  upon 
the  Army  of  late  has  not  taken 
these  enormous  difficulties  into 
consideration.  To  my  mind,  the 
inquiry  shows  two  leading  features. 
One  is  that  in  1891,  whjch  was  a 
prosperous  year  in  trade,  and  one 
whidi  consequently  militated  against 
recruiting,  our  present  system  gave  us 
36,000  recruits.  I  think  that  sfaovre 
we  ought  not  to  rashly  attempt  any 
great  change  in  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  the  length  of  service  in  this 
country.  There  is  another  feature 
which  is  not  so  pleasant,  and  that  is 
that  roughly  spelling  one-third  of  this 
number  are  what  are  called  <*  specials," 
unable  to  come  up  to  the  low  standard 
whioh  we  now  have  in  the  Army,  and 
this  shows  that  for  able-bodied  youths 
the  attractions  offiered  are  not  sufficient. 
After  a  perusal  of  the  evidence  and  the 
Beports,  I  agree  with  Sir  E.  Bulwer 
and  those  Members  of  the  Committee 
who  took  the  same  view,  who  are 
opposed  to  increasing  the  pay  of 
recruits,  because,  as  has  been  well 
pointed  out,  the  service  up  to  the  age 


of  twenty  is  practically  boy  service.  I 
think,  however,  that  after  two  years' 
service,  or  if  sent  to  India  before  that 
time,  the  soldier  is  entitled  to  a  highev 
rate  of  pay.  With  regard  to  short 
service,  I  should  like  to  remind  the 
House  that  at  the  early  part  of  this 
century  Prussia  was  compelled  by  the 
force  of  circumstances  to  adopt  this 
system  in  order  that  she  might  be  able 
to  put  a  larger  force  into  the  field  on  an 
emei^noy  than  the  Army  which 
treaties  permitted  her  to  keep  with  the 
colours.  These  Prussian  battalions  were 
by  many  regarded  as  militia,  and  there 
was  great  doubt  with  reference  to  their 
efficiency,  but  when  the  time  came  to 
try  them  they  were  found  efficient. 
The  system  is  now  acknowledged 
throughout  Europe,  and  you  might 
as  well  disbelieve  in  the  law  of 
gravitation  as  in  the  necessity  for  a 
short  service  Army.  The  point  I 
especially  wish  to  criticise  is  what 
I  call  the  misapplication  of  the 
Beserve  Force.  I  oelieve  we  have  a 
body  of  Reservists,  for  their  numbers, 
superior  to  any  other  country* ;  but 
that  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  utilise  them  we  shall  destroy 
to  a  large  extent  their  effectiveness. 
The  number  of  Reservists  which  it  is 
proposed  shall  be  poured  into  the 
battalions,  stated  as  seventy  per  eeat., 
is  fai-  too  great,  and  would  swamp  them 
out  of  their  identity.  Experience  has 
shown  that  Reservists  rapidly  pick  up 
drill,  but  not  habits  of  discipline,  and 
are  difficult  to  control.  I  would  urge 
upon  the  authorities  not  to  attempt  to 
increase  the  strength  of  the  battaliona 
to  a  field  establishment  of  a  thousand 
men  unless  it  can  be  done  properlj' ; 
but  to  form  any  surplus  Reservists  into 
provisional  battalions.  "With  regard  to 
paragraph  128  of  this  Report,  I  have  to 
say  that  I  traverse  it  completely,  and 
assert  the  opposite.  I  say  that  the 
composition  of  the  Prussian  battalions 
is  far  snperior  to  ours.  The  Prussian 
battalions  consist  of  men  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-six  yeai-s  of  age,  and 
their  Reservists  have  "but  just  left  the 
colours,  whereas  our  men,  far  older 
than  the  men  serving,  have  some  of 
them  left  a  long  time,  and  they  will 
come  back  to  be  under  non-com  - 
missioned  officers  who  are  mere  boys 
to  them.   For  an  Army  to  be  realty 
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u&efiii  every  battalion  should  be  able 
to  take  the  field  on  receiving  its 
quota  of  Reservists,  in  whatever 
part  of  the  world  it  may  be.  My 
non.  and  gallant  Friend  below  the 
(iangway  spoke  about  the  Infantry 
i^oldiers  being  taught  to  work  at  some 
trade.  In  that  I  entirely  oononr  with 
bxDi.  I  know  many  colonels  endeavour 
every  facility  to  the  men  to 
!«&m  il  trade*  but  unless  it  forms  a  part 
of  their  duty  nothine  will  be  really 
done  in  this  direction.  Now.SirJshould 
lilin  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  the  potential  force  for  war  of  this 
t;oiintry  is  greater  than  it  was  when  the 
IdciLlisation  and  short  service  system 
v.M  ^  introduced.  At  least  fifty  thousand 
itiuu  pass  out  of  the  Army,  Militia  and 
Vdloateers  each  year.  The  country 
h.m  no  claim  upon  them ;  but  in  a  real 
tinergency  many  would  come  forward. 
In  my  opinion  we  have  only  to  stick  to 
Cnr  present  system  and  to  offer  farther 
advAOtages  in  order  to  obtain  good 
reenlts:  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  am  extremely  glad  this  Com- 
iiiictEe  has  reported,  and  I  feel  sure 
t  bat  there  are  a  number  of  minor  pro- 
|i[j^a-la  in  the  Report  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(G.15.)  Lieutenant-Genebal  Sm 
HENRY  HAVELOCK-ALLAN  (Dur- 
hHLin,  S.E.) :  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
tiie  Committee  many  minutes,  because 
the  j^mts  I  wish  to  touch  upon  have 
alrGody  been  very  well  traversed,  and 
iOso  because  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
consideration  of  this  Committee's  Re- 
port— as  long  ago  as  the  month  of 
Marfik — I  dealt  at  a  considerable 
length  with  the  practical  recommenda- 
tions contained  in  it,  and  which 
1  hope,  will  be  carried  out  eventually. 
I  think  it  is  a  happy  circum- 
stance that  before  the  end  of  this 
Parhament  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  &l>s  charge  of  the  War  Office  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  state- 
ment which  may  satisfy  the  minds  of 
the  country  on  the  important  question 
of  whether  the  lines  on  which  we  are 
now  jiroceeding  are  in  the  main  correct, 
ami  will  give  us  the  force  we  require, 
or  whether  they  require  to  be  altered. 
Now,  Sir,  the  scope  of  this  Committee 
hiifi  }i.ien  so  wide,  and  the  number  of 
the  eut^ectB  touched  upon  ao  large,  that  it 
"ssible  to  exhaustively  discuss  the 

Qolonel  Blundell 


Report  in  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee.  There  is,  however,  a  point 
with  reference  to  Lord  Rdberts  which 
I  wish  to  mention ;  and  let  me  say  that 
I  hope  we  shall  hear  that  it  was  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  inten- 
tion of  depreciating  the  value  of 
evidence  coming  from  so  authoritative 
a  source  that  the  report  drawn  up  by 
him  was  not  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee, but  that  it  was  Iwoause  they 
felt  adverse  to  aoo^ing  the  evidoiee 
of  any  individual  whom  they  were 
unable  to  cross-examine.  I  hope  we 
shall  hear  some  such  statement  as  that 
before  the  end  of  this  Debate.  We  are 
undoubtedly  on  the  eve  of  great 
changes.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
before  several  weeks  are  over  many  of 
those  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject 
may  be  debarred,  by  circumstances 
over  which  they  have  no  control,  from 
speaking  again  in  this  House  upon  this 
question.  Therefore  I  think  that  an 
authoritative  statement  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  "War — whom  I,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the 
House,  congratulate  upon  his  re- 
storation to  health  —  would  be 
valuable  at  the  present  juncture.  In  the 
first  place  it  will  indicate  that  it  is  from 
no  want  of  will  on  the  part  of  the 
Govern  men  t ,  but  only  because  the 
question  has  cropped  up  so  late  in  their 
term  of  ofiice,  that  they  are  not  able 
to  take  action  upon  the  Report  of  this 
Committee.  And,  Sir,  it  is  due  to 
themselves  that  some  such  expression 
of  their  readiness  to  carry  out  the  re- 
commendations of  this  Committee 
should  be  made,  in  order  that  the 
successors  of  the  present  Government 
may  not  have  the  credit  of  being  alone 
willing  to  deal  with  this  subject.  It 
has  been  said  in  some  quarters  that  on 
increase  of  pay  to  the  soldiers  would 
be  a  desirable  thing,  but  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
beUeving  that  an  increase  of  wt  will 
not  bring  us  out  of  all  our  dimoulties. 
My  opinion  is  that  if  we  took  any  such 
step  as  that  we  should  find  ourselves 
three  or  four  years  hence  in  exactly 
our  present  position,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  difficulty  we  have  to  deal 
with  is  not  a  military  one,  but 
a  difficulty  arising  entirely  out  of 
the  industrial  conditions  of  the 
country,  uid  any  attempt  to  over- 
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me  it  by  increasing  the  pay  of 
B  Army  all  romid  by  threepence  or 
arpence  a  ^y  would  be  just  as  futile 

would  be  an  attempt  to  stop  the 
Doming  tide  by  a  mop  or  a  broom.  I 
ink  nothing  would  be  more  instruc- 
re  than  some  Report  as  to  the  results 
recruiting  during  the  past  few  weeks 
connection  with  the  great  industrial 
nflict  which  has  been  Soi°g  °°  tihe 
arth  of  England.  We  nave  had 
aety  thousand  men  engaged  in  what 
me  x>eople  call  a  strike,  and  others 
U  a  lock-out,  because  they  would 
it  consent  to  a  reduction  in  their 
ily  rate  of  wages,  which  averaged 
or  shillings  to  five  shillings  a  day. 
iuring  all  that  time  not  100  men 
•ve  enlisted.  Looking  at  the 
atter  from  another  point  of 
sw,  we  find  that  the  London 
innty  Council  has  arrived  at  certain 
inclusions  which  will  practically 
isure  that  the  daily  wage  of  all  those 
»sses  of  workmen  who  look  to  the 
ranty  Ck>aDciI  as  their  employer 
H  he  fixed  in  future  at  a  rate 
eraging  from  four  shillings  to 
e  shillings  a    day.     That  state 

things  will  continue  to  increase  all 
er  the  country.  The  wage-earning 
uses  will  take  care  to  use  their  vote 

that  their  rate  of  pay  will  not  be 
minisbed.  Under  those  circumstances 
iw  can  you  expect  to  deal  with  a 
fficulty  of  this  sort  by  increasing  the 
Idier's  pay  threepence  or  sixpence  a 
y  ?   There  are,  however,  some  points 

the  Committee's  Report  wmcb  if 
ted  upon  may  result  in  increasing  the 
imber  of  effective  recruits  to  some 
tent,  and  I  will  revert  to  these 
esently.  The  reason  we  cannot 
t  men  for  the  Army  is  because 
e   labour    market    beats    us  out 

the  field,  and  those  who  control 
e  labour  market — the  voters — are 
:ely  to  insist  upon  being  paid  four 
iUings  or  five  willing  a  day  if  we 
ke  them  from  their  mdustrial  pur- 
its.  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate 
ly  such  thing  being  done,  and  there- 
re  it  is  important  to  devise  now 
me  means  by  which  the  working 
isses  of  the  coimtry  would 
nsent  voluntarily  to  a  certain 
lount  of  military  training  being 
ren  to  their  boys  before  they 
rive  at  an  age  wl^n  they  join  the 


productive  labour  market.  By  that 
means  alone  can  this  difficulty  be  solved. 
Now,  I  think  this  House  made  a  great 
mistake  when  it  granted  free  elementsiry 

and  technical  education  without  taking 
some  equivalent.  Within  five  years 
these  two  will  cost  the  State 
five  milUons  a  year  and  because 
we  have  not  devised  some  system 
palatable  to  the  public  we  do 
not  derive  any  return  for  that  outlay 
as  we  might  have  done.  Let  the 
House  just  think  what  advantage  it 
would  be  to  the  country  if  we  had 
some  such  system  for  training  boys  at 
school  as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
That  it  is  a  workable  system  is 
shewn  by  the  fact,  as  anyone  can  sec 
year  after  year  at  Aldershot,  that  we 
have  2,500  youths  who  go  to  our  great 
Public  Schools  voluntarily  undertaJcing 
exactly  the  same  training  and  becoming 
as  eflfeotive  soldiers  as  our  Volunteers. 
For  instance,  on  one  day  during  the  last 
three  years  General  Sir  Evelyn  Wood 
at  Aldershot  has  had  a  battalion  from 
the  Public  Schools  nxunbering  nearly 
two  thousand  rank  and  file  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  nineteen.  These 
youths  have  submitted  voluntarily 
to  training,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
when  fully  trained  they  are  as  effective 
soldiers,  except  for  physical  growth,  as 
any  we  have  in  the  Army.  Why  should 
we  not  extend  that  system  to  the  working 
classes  ?  I  am  persuaded  that  in  that 
course  alone  lies  the  solution  of  our 
difficulties.  It  might  not  only  be  made 
palatable  to  the  working  oUusses,  but, 
in  fact,  it  might  be  made  so  paku- 
table  that  the  working  classes  would 
demand  it.  If  we  had  some  system 
of  this  kind  which  does  not  take 
men  away  from  their  occupations, 
which  adds  to  their  physical  force 
and  muscular  development,  and  also 
affords  recreation,  the  result  would 
be  that  in  a  very  short  time  you  would 
have  a  trained  force  of  something  like 
five  hundred  thousand  lads  of  from 
nineteen  to  twenty  who  have  not  been 
withdrawn  from  productive  labour  for 
one  single  hour,  and  who  would  be  as 
effective  as  the  Volunteers.  Moreover, 
this  is  a  system  which  would  work  to  the 
absolute  advantage  of  the  working 
classes,  Etndthey  wouM  come  to  demand 
it,  because  every  lad  would  learn  two 
trades,  one  for  peace  time  and  one  for 
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■W^,  without  fmy  expense.  If  you 
lu^  this  system,  and  at  the  eaA, 
^jj^f  of  five  yefura  could  rely  on  the 
ii^ices  of   five  hundred  thousand 

working  men  a  year,  what  position 
would  you  be  in  ?  Instead  of  having 
to  go  to  your  wits'  end,  and  to  take 
riien  who  are  totally  immature  and  try 
by  every  possible  means  to  make  them 
effective  soldiers,  you  would  have 
no  fewer  than  from  two  to  two 
and  a  half  .millions  of  trained  men  in 
sow  industrial  population.  On  the 
btrenking  out  of  war,  or  the  arising 
^  finy  military  emei^ncy,  you  would 
Ap  into  the  labour  market  with  a 
fonfaty  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
^Uieas  for  a  six  months'  enlistment 
only,  and  you  could  have  the  service 
of  as  many  men  as  you  liked,  disband- 
ing them  again  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
pai|^.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  wish 
the  present  system  abandoned;  but  that 
another  system  must  be  devised  as  an 
adjunct  co  it.  That,  however,  is  a 
matter  for  the  future.  Those  who  are 
filGting  in  this  House  five  years  hence 
will' see  that  what  I  have  said  is  borne 
QUt  as  to  the  impossibility  of  getting 
vsea  on  the  present  lines.  This  I 
will  say :  the  reason  why  I  did  not 
agree  to  sit  on  the  Committee,  as  I  was 
Jtivited,  was  because  I  was  perfectly 
certain  that  whatever  sum  of  money 
we  expend  on  present  Unes  we  shall 
not  achieve  any  great  result.  It  is 
niaking  bricks  without  straw;  it  is 
Tolling  a  stone  uphill ;  it  is  trying  to 
make  a  coat  out  of  cloth  not  sufficient  to 
outfce  a  waistcoat.  The  future  military 
^Qvelopment  of  this  country  is  a  sub- 
ject I  have  been  considering  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  The  people  will  not 
tdlerate  compulsory  service  or  a  system 
of  conscription  of  any  sort.  I  will 
now  come  to  what  appear  to  me  the 
practical  steps  which  should  be  taken 
on  the  Report  of  Lord  Wantage's 
Committee ;  and  on  this  subject  I  hope 
ive  shall  have  some  assurance  from  the 
Sectary  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
that  those  steps,  which  can  easily  be 
tftkpn  and  will  not  cost  much,  will  be 
initiated  or  put  in  the  way  of  initiation 
bt^fore  he  leaves  Oflfice.  One  point 
most  important  to  me  is  the  equali- 
!^(tCion  of  the  number  of  battalions 
at  home  and  abroad.  This  is  part 
44  |he   short  service  system  which 

Sir  Henry  Savelock-AUan 


was  initiated  in  1873.  We  have 
been  departing  wider  and  wider  from 
it  day  by  day,  until  we  are  at  meaen^ 
landed  in  a  state  of  things  wbicn  givea 

us  seventy-six  battalions  abroad  axid 
only  sixty-five  at  home.  The  number 
should  be  equalised.  That  is  the  main 
reason  why  there  have  been  faults  in 
our  short  service  system.  It  was  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  carried,  out 
on  a  basis  of  equality ;  but  we  departed, 
from  it  in  1874,  and  we  have  never  got 
back  again.  That  is  the  reason  why  we 
have  bAd  all  this  wretched  straggle  ta 
get  drafts.  We  ought  to  increase  the 
number  of  battalions  at  home  by  at 
least  ten.  If  there  were  two  battautma 
of  Guards,  so  much  the  better ;  but 
there  should  be  at  least  eight  more 
other  ■  battalions  added  to  the  home 
strength.  There  should  be  more 
men  at  home  than  abroad,  and 
then  you  would  no  loi^r  haive 
your  present  strain.  The  next  point 
in  importance  is  how  much  in- 
creased pay  should  be  given,  and  under 
what  circumstances  ?  I  entirely  agree 
with  what  was  said  by  my  hon.  Frtond 
behind  me  who  spoke  just  now.  If 
you  are  going  to  increase  the  pay  of 
the  whole  Army  indiscriminately  by 
threepence  or  sixpence  a  day,  you 
are  throwing  your  money  into  the 
ditch.  We  get  every  year  a  vast 
number  of  immature  and  feeble 
boys,  who  may  be  classed  under  two 
heads :  those  who  will  eventually  make 
effective  soldiers,  and  those  who  never 
will  make  effective  soldiers.  Yon  de 
not  want  to  attract  any  more  of  these 
people.  If  you  offer  more  money  all 
round  you  will  only  get  more  of  the 
same  miserable  class  who  are  unfit 
properly  to  represent  their  country 
under  arms.  You  ought  not  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  men  when  they  first 
enlist ;  let  it  remain  as  it  is ;  practically 
eightpence  halfpenny  a  day.  When 
the  man  has  been  with  the  colours,  say 
for  five  months,  and  is  pronounced 
physically  efficient  and  fit  for  for^n 
service  all  the  world  over,  yon 
might  increase  the  pay  to  one 
shilling  a  day.  If  not,  keep  him 
at  the  diminished  rate  for  twelve 
months,  and  then  if  he  is  not  efficient 
send  him  about  his  business.  Any  ex- 
penditure of  money  without  making 
that  distinction  will  be  totally  wasted* 
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fche  responsibility  for  it  never 
t  to  be  accepted  by  any  Secretary 
ate  for  War.  Then.  I  think,  we 
b  to  do  away  with  all  stopples. 
Secretary  of  State  has  sueiady 
onced  his  fl^fproval  of  a  free  kit, 
hat  the  white  clothing  for  India 
so  to  be  free.  That  has  been  a 
grievance  with  our  soldiers,  and 
B  case  of  the  Indian  soldier  very 
ently  caused  the  first  rankling 
1  sabaequently  makes  him  a  dis- 
ied  man.  Then  with  respect  to 
Reserve,  I  think  the  clauns  of 

78,000  men  should  be  considered. 
I  no  reason  why  such  of  them  as 
hould  not  be  flowed  to  rejoin  the 
ce.  There  is  no  doubt  it  vrould 
omething,  but  I  tbink  it  would  be 
y  well  spent.  There  are  a  certain 
•er  of  men  who  are  fit  for  nothing 
ervice  in  the  ranks,  and  when 
Leave  tbe  Army  and  fail  to  obtain 
>yment  they  merely  go  about  the 
ry  giving  the  Service  a  bad  name, 
would  allow  them  to  rejoin  without 
ig  them  refund  their  deferred  pay 
vonld  remove  a  grievance  and  a 
tr.  A  few  years  ago  you  could 
ave  afforded  to  let  tnem  leave  the 
ve,  but  that  is  now  at  its  full 
^b,  and  with  the  Militia  yon 
a  total  Beserve  of  over  109,000 

and  I  think  the  time  has  come 
you  might  allow  these  men  to  go 
into  the  ranks,  which  is  the  only 
ation  for  which  they  are  fitted, 
it  is  certain  that  more  ought  to  be 
in  the  way  of  finding  emjuoyment 
iservemen.  In  18761  initiated  the 
atment  of  a  Committee,  which  was 
led  over  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
r  South  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Childers), 
subsequently  became  Secretary  of 

for  War.  We  took  a  great 
of  evidence,  running  I  believe 
out  six  hundred  pages,  on  this 
)t,  and  I  did  hope  when  he  he- 
Secretary  for  War  that  something 
I  be  done.  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
i»aoh  of  confidence,  but  when  I  left 
ouse  to  command  a  brigade  I  had 
ihe  right  hon.  GenUeman  a  sort  of 
88  that  he  would  do  what  in  him 
0  secure  employment  for  the 
re  men.  But  nothing  was  done, 
'ested  interests  of  the  Civil  De- 
ents  were  too  strong  for  the  right 
Gentleman,  and  it  was  not  until 


the  present  Postmaster  General  (Six 
James  Fergusson)  took  up  the  subject 
few  months  ago  that  any  substantial 
advance  was  made.  It  is  not  necessaary 
for  me  to  press  the  importance  oi  thu 
subject  on  the  Secretary  for  War, 
but  I  think  he  ought  to  put  his  foot 
down,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  tho 
Post  Ofiice,  make  it  a  sine  qua  non 
with  all  railway  companies  which 
come  to  us  for  licences  that  they  should 
find  employment  for  a  certain  number 
of  men  from  the  Reserve.  If  that 
were  done  we  should  be  able  in  case  of 
emergency  to  call  in  a  large  number  of 
trained  men,  and  at  the  same  time  -we 
should  remove  a  very  serious  and  real 
grievance.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered a  prophet  of  evil,  but  I  do  say 
that  if  we  continue  on  our  present' 
lines  we  shall  be  no  better  off  ten 
years  hence  than  we  are  now.  If 
we  tinker  along  as  at  present  we 
shall  be  no  further  advanced.  I  hope 
this  subject  will  receive  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Secretary  for  War.  If  he 
succeeds  in  solving  this  difficulty  he 
will  have  added  to  that  reputation 
which  he  thoroughly  deserves,  and 
will  have  introduced  order,  improve- 
ment, reform,  and  development  into- 
onr  military  system. 

*(6.46.)  Colonel  SANDYS  (Lan- 
cashire, S.W.,  Bootle)  :  In  considering; 
this  question  of  recruiting  it  is  impor- 
tant that  we  should  know  what  is  really 
wanted  in  tbe  British  Army.  We- 
ought  to  know  what  the  Army  is. 
expected  to  do,  what  numbers  are- 
required  to  carry  out  the  desired, 
objects,  and  how  the  relative  proportioa 
of  the  three  arms  of  which  the  Army  is 
composed  will  be  affected.  When, 
these  points  have  been  considered  by  a 
competent  authority  and  a  definite 
declaration  has  been  made,  we  shall  be 
in  a  position  to  make  up  om*  minds, 
what  the  needs  of  tbe  Army  really  are.. 
Coming  to  the  question  of  recruiting,  I 
would  ask  what  are  the  reasons  wluoh 
prevent  young  men  from  entering  the- 
Army?  One  reason  is  the  frequent 
changes  of  condition  which  affect  the 
young  men  who  have  joined.  These 
young  men  go  back  to  the  villages  and- 
tell  their  companions  that  the  con- 
ditions in  the  Array  are  unsettled,  that 
thev  have  nothing  to  look  forward  to,, 
and  that  after  a  few  years'  service  they 
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woo]d  be  lurned  adnft  and  would  find 
fl.  difficulty  ill  obtaining  ciiiployineat. 
Now,  the  liQii ,  and  j^allant  Baronet  who 
has  just  sat  down  iSii-  Ilenry  Havelock- 
All&a)  to  a  certain  extent  went  over 
grouad  that  I  intended  to  take 
when  be  relened  to  the  fcrainiDg  of 
youths  in  ovclar  to  flfi  tibem  to  tm  a 
pUm  itt  ii»  imStn  lib  «,  Jii^iiaifBnQt 

jKHnt  in  that  ai'g;uineiit  is  that, 
caving  partly  ti'aiitt'<l  your  youth 
And  fitied  hini  to  &oin*i  e.xlent  for  a 
military  career,  there  is  iiu  piovisioii 
for  gettiufi;  him  into  the  ra-nks.  But 
I  rBcollect  that  the  other  day  a  ques- 
tion was  put  as  to  whether  a  boy  of 
fifteen  had  been  enlisted  in  the  Guards, 
I  forget  what  the  answer  was,  but  I 
lahoold  kfi  quite  prepared  to  Bee 
imm  ^  the  Army.  T  ykii&3i'  irvtis 
bnug  down  the  ace  ta  fourteen,  and 
«iliBt  a  oonsideraEle  number  at  that 
nfpaaind  attrich  tham  to  each  regiment. 
I  was  very  much  impressed  dining  the 
review  at  Poi-fwriioutl^  with  the  jnanucir 
in  which  the  Nin  al  BtiHii'li'L'  inana'uvred 
as  battalions  on  thore,  and  1  said  to 
■the  commanding  officer,  How  do  you 
^et  these  men  so  well  drilled?"  flis 
■reply  was,  "  We  enlist  them  young  and 
train  th>.ni  oxnraelves ;  and  if  We  eould 
set  the  House  of  GommcmB  to  allow  m 
iUt  enlifrfc  mcna  of  them  we  eoaM 
ido  mofe  thaD  we  do  at  present." 
How  I  Want  to  see  that  syBtem  applied 
to  the  Ari^y.  I  should  like  to  see 
■cojiipantes  of,  say,  one  hundred  boys 
attaclii-d  to  each  Lint?  battalion.  Let 
tbtiin  sei  VL'  there  as  boys  till  they  are 
fci>^hteen,  and  then,  if  they  are  physic- 
ally fit  and  favourably  reported  on  by 
fthe  oommanding  oflicer  they  Mvonla 
naturally  take  to  the  Berrioe  as  a 
career.  And  let  there  be  nmethina 
-for  tbeoi  to^xdcibrwa«ili9«t^^«aQ 
-<ai        ttmse,  in  t6e  yinf  of  ea'^^ 

rseum  or  employment,  and  feli^ 
(eel  sure  that, ,  to  a  \nr^6  exteof,' 
you  will  till  up  the  titi\i^  in  youf  re- 
■oruiLiiif;.  But  if  tliKSf  hnvs  are  to  he 
properly  trained  they  must  he  ti-ained 
in  thfl  battalioiifl  to  whicb  tbey 
are  to  belotjf^.  They  would  not 
■be  attracted,  ^ely  by  the  pay.  Tlie 
-question  is  not  euUrely  one  of  monuy  ; 
tWe  ia  4  military  feeling 

fwhioh  attraotl  yonag  men  and  boys 
3nto  tho  Army,  UCtdftlM!  «nl7  thl^ 

Coiciitl  Satu^i 


which  deters  them  from  enterijij^ 
]nuch  larger  numbers  is  the  fieiji 
Btfltoment  by  people  whom  they  rt-^ 
as  having  authority  that  there  is 
a  living  to  be  made  in  the  Army, 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  th/sic  Bftr 
they  wUl  be  tamed  adiift  into  < 
Ufe  vi^ioat  provisioiu  Hhesc 
ptnnte  wMdh  we  tiogfek  to  «$«ui 
and  I  mtiat  aay  t  tm.  n& 

favour  of  deferred  pay  in  the 
it  is  now  given.  I  think  we  ni 
expend  it  more  advantageously 
fjiving  one  j>enny  or  twopence  tiio 
day  at  the  eud  of  a  soldier's  set- 
or  in  giving  better  rations  for  the 
he  ia  actiudly  serving.  The  defe 
pay,  given  as  it  now  is  in  a  lump  i 
is  often  wasted.  I  am  strongl; 
iKf'OQif  .of  1A»  rejpmental  ayatina. 
BAuiit]cl^'t6«e6  it  oksn^thUAd' 
not  weakened.  The  British  A 
prospwed  under  that  system,  and 
the  admiration  of  inilitai-y  iiiiei 
every  couutrv.  In  coiuiection 
this  matter  I  consider  that  the  syi 
of  administiiitloh  in  the  British  J 
slioukl  he  to  iiccBpt  the  battalio 
the  tactioal  unit.  I  do  not  like 
Bysbm  linking  the  battalions 
you  oajinot  tell  how  many  batta 
you  may  require  to  send  abroadi 
the  dep6t5  should  feed  the  batti 
that  is  abroad^  or  eren  both  baUid 
and  on^t  to  be  reakUiiaa 
made  mote  of  thaJi  now.  I  I 
too,  that  some  day  the  ri-^'ht 
Gentleman  the  Seoretary  of  StiU 
War  (Mr.  B.  Stanhope)  may  set 
way  to  ^^ratify  the  wiahes  of 
otileers  and  tnen,  and  grnilB  bwl 
old  leginiental  numbers. 

(6.>55.)     Ma.]01L    UENBEtAL  GOJ 

WOBTHX  (Hanuneramith) :  I  au 
that  I  agree  geoeraUy  with  wbMi 
fallen  fiaqa  moa^  a<  ^  .^eE|]»n 
have  pieoefted  ma  ill  tlbi^^Mi^kni 
I  cheerfully  admit  all  that  the  pn 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
for  the  Artny.  Wg  all  re^rft  ths 
should  have  been  compelled  to  jjoi 
fortht:  bent.'tit  of  his  health,  and  ll 
that  some  of  the  weif;bt  of  this 
wearing  Department  of  the  GurerDi 
should  be  taken  from  his  shoolden 
thrown  tax  the  ahoaldaifiofthB  Gal 
I  hope  the  Gaversment  will  tal 
the  question  of  Army  wi^aa 
Mvsar  ainoe  Ihava  bee9  in  lte>B^ 
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I  urged  upon  the  Secretary  for  War 

on  the  authorities  the  necessity 
}ing  something  to  remedy  the  on- 
{factory  state  of  the  Army,  which 
>t  due  to  the  faulty  administration 
le  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  to  the 
bage  of  difficulties  to  which  the 
emment  succeeded.  I  hope  this 
ter  will  ,  receive  early  attention, 

whatever  is  the  result  of  the 
eral  Election — hope  the  present 
emment  may  come  in  with  a  large 
>rity — the  Government  of  the  day 
dd  make  up  its  mind  at  once  what 
I  be  dcHie,  and  the  experience  of  the 
t  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
))  will  be  very  valuable  to  whatever 
emment  is  in  Office.    But  thnre 

some  recommendations  of  Lord 
itage's  Committee  which  the  Go- 
ment  can  at  once  adopt,  and 
ranees  which  they  can  remove, 
I  believe  the  moment  the  Secre- 

of  State  for  War  got  that  Beport 
et  to  work  to  see  vrhat  he  could  do, 
I  hope  to-night  we  shall  hear  what 
8  prepared  to  do.  But  this  is  a 
e  question,  and  one  which  does  not 
solely  with  the  War  Office,  but 
I  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
told  us  on  several  occasions  that 
(vill  sit  every  night  on  the  box 
sb  holds  the  money,  but  I  think  at 
>s  he  may  at  too  tightly.  It  does 
matter  whether  you  have  long  ser- 

or  short ;  but  wnatever  you  have 

must  foUow  it  oat  to  its  logical 
ilusion,  and  give  the  officers  the 
>rtunity  of  commanding  their  men. 
1  no  use  sending  officers  into  the 

with  strong  battalions  when  they 
»  only  practised  with  weak  ones, 
t  no  use  sending  officers  into  the 

with  men  they  do  not  know,  nor 
ling  men  into  the  field  with  officers 
do  not  know.  I  do  not  think 
oient  attention  has  been  given  to 
Militia,  who  are  the  backbone  of 

oountiy,  and  should  not  be 
ected  even  for  the  sake  of  that 
able  body — the  Volunteers.  The 

and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite 

Henry  Havelock-Allan)  m>oke  of 
ing  in  the  large  schools,  and  I  was 

by  the  master  of  one  of  the  lai^e 
rd  schools  that  the  drill  was  a  direct 
ratage  to  the  boys  in  their  education, 
ihat  my  they  are  brought  under 


discipline,  and  the  fault  of  the  present 
age  is  want  of  discipline.  I  hope  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  take  up  this 
matter  and  find  instractors  for  thet 
schools,  who  will  see  that  the  in- 
struction is  carried  out.  The  working 
man  of  this  country  is  a  patriot,  ana 
takes  as  much  interest  in  the  honour^ 
of  the  country  as  any  Member  of  thia 
House,  and  he  would  not  grudge  th& 
cost  so  far  as  he  and  his  children  are 
concerned.  The  present  Seoretai?  of 
State  for  War  has  done  as  much  aa 
any  Secretary  could  have  done  in  the- 
time  to  carry  out  the  reforms  necessary 
so  that  we  may  have  an  efficient  Army. 
The  question  is  not  one  of  the  Party  in 
power,  and  I  should  support  any  Party 
in  promoting  measures  for  the  good  of 
the  Army. 

(7.2.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,. 
N.) :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
said  that  it  would  be  extrem«fy  useful 
if  boys  were  trained  in  dnll  at  school^ 
but  I  think  that  is  a  question  for  the- 
future  when  standing  armies  are 
abolished,  and  all  citizens  are  trained 
so  as  practically  to  be  a  voluntary 
standing  army.  The  question  at 
present  is  that  of  the  position  of  the 
soldier.  Everj-  speaker  has  deplored 
the  failure  of  recruiting,  and  on  lookincr 
at  the  Betums  we  find  that  nearly  aU 
the  recruits  are  lads  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen.  I  hope  this  will  go  on  from 
bad  to  worse  until  the  countr}'  is  com- 
pelled to  do  something  to  remedy  it. 
The  hon.  Baronet  sud  it  was  no  nsfr 
increasing  the  pay,  but  I  think  if  yoa 
increased  it  appreciably  there  would  also- 
be  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  age  of 
the  recruits  and  their  number.  It  was 
said  that  the  pay  of  the  soldier  is  worse- 
than  that  of  an  ordinary  labouring  man 
— the  labourer  can  strike,  but  the- 
soldier  cannot.  In  the  case  of  the 
County  Council  employees  they  have 
votes,  *but  the  soldier  has  no  vote,  and 
he  is  at  our  mercy,  and  we  take 
advantage  of  that  fact.  We  tell  a  man 
he  must  enlist  at  eighteen,  and  the 
result  is  perjury  with  regard  to  the  age 
of  the  recruits,  and  the  War  Office  and 
the  Secretary'  of  State  and  a  large 
number  of  people  are  consenting  partiea 
to  the  fraud,  if  fraud  it  can  be  called. 
The  soldier  is  frightfully  underpaid,, 
and  has  no  particular  prospect  before 
him.   The  hon.  Baronet  took  the  oaee 
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•ol  the  uoa'CouiMiisf^ioned  oHicera.  but 
only  one  in  five  can  be  a  non-commiB- 
^oned  officer,  and  the  others  only 
jgBt  about  half  the  pay  ol  the 
^orl^iigf  populatioD ;  that  1<  inoBt 
unfair,     Tne    men    are  nndet  fl 

t-ioi  Bfatiny  Act  an4 -jsi^tftqlji^^^t 
t  ^hen  they  get  mto  tKe  jEtesdrre 
iihcv  ^Tarn  othi^r  men  not  to  join,  and 
I  think  they  ouf^ht:  to  ilo  fio.  I  will 
frtich  to  that  view  wlith'  thf^,  soldier  is 
treated  in  tho.  Pih;iiiitfnl  niannor  in 
which  he  is  treated.  The  Roynl  Cnm- 
miaaion  said  that  the  aoldit^r  was 
tmdcurpud,  and  raoommended  a  ^^-eat 
many  changes,  hut  they  are  a  little  too 
complicated;  the  qiiestioii  i>f  adding 
five  WtalioQB  to  the  Muy  i»  u]^ , 
%Siih  ilie  qnestloit  <^  tWO ; 

^hiilgB  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
wili  each  other.  A  month  a^fo  the 
WffT  Officf?  issiicrl  a  Paper  whifih  thrtjw 
a  clmid  o\'yr  thL-  wliult!  qiiHstioii.  wid  > 
flUOTBated  fro  II  t-hrw  millions  to  one 
and  a  half  millinni  ii.'^  \\\f  i'f>-?t  of  in- 
■ci-GaHin^'  the  ptiy.  Tliti  co-if.  of  incris^is- 
in.Lf  the  pav  would  Im  iiboiit  £4HO,000 
■or  £600,000,  and  that  would  put  the 
soldier  in  such  a  position  that  the  re- 
•emiting  sergeant  vvoi;M  ^  a  far 
greater  number  of  retmiita.  H  yo^  can 
^t  boye  of  seventefiti  or  fitf^^bMn  at 
Ihs  preaent  pay,  why  Rhoulcl  3^u  pay 
"thBin  more  ?  hut  T  thinfc  it  i-i  tinfail'  to 
make  tliem  (Mii,ME?e  tu  kf^r^p  that  rate  of 
pay  for  il  ntuiibi'i"  nf  yeiirs.  It  would 
DO  Eair  Cn  i-mphjy  tlif  boy  f'T  il  yeiU'  or 
two  at  tbt:  prL'';(int  pav,  wliich  \% 
enouf;;h  for  him,  but  it  is  not  enou^^h 
for  a  man  of  twentv.  i  have  looked  at 
the  Beturiis,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
are  mora  than  H0,000  men  orer  twenty. 
To  ^nvti  them  an  increase  of  faiirpenoe 
a  day  would  oost  £480,000.  Ofomir^, 
the  number  of  men  over  twenty  would 
iDct'ease  in  time^  and  the  Hutn  neces- 
flary  would  amount  pi-obablv  to 
^600,000  ;  but  for  that  sunt  you  wodd 
have  a  thovoli^^bU■  uHlciiint  and  con- 
tented Army  Thsit  additional  sum 
would  be  Rnf1k:i!Mit  to  proveiit  them 
being  ashameil  of  t]\nr  poverty  when 
inixing  with  eiviUaus.  The  deferred 
^y  would  he  admirable  if  ad  soldiers 
ware  isdnstnous  and  had  ^uflioient 
knowledg  t  i  o  invest  it  in  a  profitable 
Imnnera  r:  leaTing  the  Army ;  but  how 
lutmy  so  ^^6»  floa  be  mUeid  indoa- 
luiou^  men  ?    On  the  ^hshs^  i^bmi^BS^^ 

Co  ionel  Noian 


I  do  not  think  the  deferred  pay  is  very 
much  use.    It  is  desirable   that  the 
soldier  should  save  bin  pay,  and  some 
of  them  do;  but,  on  the  whole,  ihib 
eyKl/mo^  IB  4gaiBst  ttu  deferred  paif. 
J^'EcM^  JMdQi^  Spain,  or  luiy  (^h^ 
oounkry        ^      ^odioit'iKHHi  lln^ 
twenty.  Wso  hi^ttte  it^t  !6^i9tot 
be  sent  on  a  campai^  abroad,  Bjnd  it 
is  waste  of  money  jjettinj;  them  before 
that  age.    As  to  the  su;ii^e3tinM  that 
there  should  be  one  huiidied  eajlett^ 
attached  to  each  battalion,  f  think  ii 
would  throw  a  very  serious  responni- 
bility  on  the  oElicera  unless  the  lads' 
parents  were  in  the  re^ment.    tf  their 
fathers  were  in  the  regiment  it  woQlil 
be  agpod  thing  for  jMw  bpys.  i£Hbw> 
my  ought  te  he  ^m0Q^\y 
separated  from  the  men,  aad  i^hi^ 
would  be  extremely  expenBive,  fchongii 
they  would,  doubtli;';-:,  thRii  be  better 
soldiers  at  the  ajje  of  twenty  or  twcjn  y- 
One.      There    would    be    a  certain 
expeiitie  in  pavin^;  olT  the  deferred  }m\ 
at-  once,  but  it  would  aot  be  a  loss  to 
the  couiitry,  as  it  has  to  he  paid  ott 
aotne  time,  and  on  the  eve  of  a  U-eneffll 
Kleetiou  it  ia  a.  toss-up  which  Party 
would  havfilt^pay  it.    The  ori;;in  of 
deferred  pay  was  that  Ur.  Hardy,  who 
was  animaied       fcha  moAt  axwUmt 
Beatimenta  feowarcL^  ^  {^««tQ  soldier, 
wanted  to  do  Bometbin^  fbr  him  with- 
out tmubliuf^  the  Chancellor   of  the 
Exchequer.    By  means  of  dtifci  red  pay 
h'^  was  able  to  increaae  the  pav  -if  uv 
soldier  without  any  immediate  {!hjiii;f 
on    tlip  l^j  >;chef]iUor,  as  the  cosi  iifd\ 
became  apprecinble  in  the  fourth  ytis.v. 
It  was  a  very  yood  system  from  that 
pointed  view,  and  so  1  said  in  lSi77. 
We  ars  noi  ^tting  the  right  class  of' 
soldier  now,  and  there  is  a  nniqaa' 
opportunity   of  doin^    tfometbing  DO 
enable  us  to  get  a,  better  clans  of  tneii, 
and  it  is  a  toss-up  which  Party  will 
have  to  bear  the  expense  if  it  should  be 
decided  upon.    I  think  the  ordinary 
elector  w^ould  be  rather  glad  that  the 
private  soldier  was  8'^ing  to  be  treated 
a  little  better,  and  I  hope  the  Gowrn- 
ment   will    make    some  satisfaotory 
announcement  on  tbt-  iiiiitter. 
•(7.25.)   Thb    BECBBTABY  «' 
STATS  vojt  WAB  (Ur^  dVAiiBoni. 
Iin«oln«Aiin,  Homautle) :  I  nan  anora 
the  Oommitttn  Ihers  n  no  one  in  tkia 
£Gg«m  mon  anzuMUj  ihanl  bmbeoft 
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lisoufls  the  quenbions  arising  on  the 
x>rt  of  the  Gominittee,  or  other 
istions  respecting  the  organisation 
the  Army,  about  which  a 
d  deal  has  been  written  in  the 
(lie  newspapers  during  the  past  few 
iks.  But  any  approach  to  this 
ject  must  now  be  under  somewhat 
avourable  circumstances ;  everybody 
hinking  of  something  else.  I  oon- 
t»  if  I  were  able  to  make  any  great 
toancement  on  the  subject  and  to 
lare  the  policy  of  the  GoTemment 
all  the  points  that  have  been  raised 
b  on  the  eve  of  a  General  Election, 
hout  actually  making  proposals  to 
'liament  for  carrying  out  those 
posals  myself,  I  should  not  be  acting 
irely  justly,  may  be  towards  myself 
to  those  who  may  Hucceed  ine  in 

office  I  hold.  But  I  should  like  to 
ide  to-night,  at  any  rate,  to  a  good 
ny  of  the  Bubjects  that  have  been 
irred  to.  I  have  not  had  the  oppor- 
ity  yet  of  fully  consulting  my 
eagues  upon  the  larger  questions 
ted  in  this  discussion ;  on  these, 
refore,  I  do  not  propose  to  say 
'thing  to-night,  bnt  there  are 
ers  on  which  I  will  say  something, 
tave  personally  examined  all, these 
istiona  for  myself  since  this  Report 
I  presented.  I  have  discussed 
ry  one  of  them  at  my  War  Office 
incil  with  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
iae  me  on  snch  matters,  and  I, 
refore,  very  inuoh  regret  that  I  have 

had  Uie  oppcHtiuiity  of  bringing  the 
[Chisions  at  i^ich  I  have  arrived 
3re  my  colleagues  for  their  conside- 
ion.  At  the  same,  time  I  am  bound 
my  that  some  little  delay  in  the 
bter  is  not  altogether  without  its 
'antages,  because  every  day  seems 
uld  to  the  suggestions  made,  so  that, 
my  rate,  whoever  has  to  come  to  a 
hi  decision  on  ail  these  great  ques- 
M  will  have  the  great  advantage  of 
airing  every  posBible  assistance  and 
gestion.  I  0(Hifes8  that  I  have  re- 
red  very  lifetle  aflsistanoe,  as  regards 

pMiiicalw  subject  which  I  referred 
tne  Committee,  from  the  Report  of 
t  Oommittee,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
re  is  also  a  particular  disadvantage 
)he  manner  in  whioh  the  Report  is 
ned.  It  hae  led,  undoubt^y,  to 
y  grwB  mi8«ppv8hensi<His.  The  first 
u*  ft  sort  of -Mea  boa  get  abvoad  that 


there  is  a  grave  difiference  of  opinion  on 
matters  of  military  organisation  be- 
tween the  Civil  and  Military  Authori- 
ties at  the  War  Office.  I  assure  the 
Committee  that  is  not  the  case.  It  has 
been  my  duty  during  the  past  year  to 
make,  I  am  afraid,  sipeeches  of  very 
great  length  on  the  subject  of  niilitary 
organisation,  but  on  all  those  occasions 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  think  I  have 
carried  with  me  not  only  the  opinion  of 
my  civil  colleagues,  bat  the  general 
opinion  of  those  principal  military 
authorities  to  whom  I  look  in  such 
a  matter  as  this.  The  second  matter 
of  misapprehension  is  this.  It  is 
assumed — and  a  particular  paragraph 
in  the  Report,  which  I  think  is  most 
misleading,  has  undoubtedly  lent  colour 
to  the  assumption — that  the  military 
authorities  condemn  the  present  system 
on  which  our  Army  organisation  is 
based.  There,  again,  I  can  assure  the 
Committee  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
chief  military  authorities  in  this 
country  do  not  condemn  the  present 
system  on  which  our  Army  m  this 
country  is  based.  The  organisation  is 
one  which  they  are  prepared  to  defend, 
although  they  also  have  most  rightly 
endeavoured  to  bring  to  my  notice 
various  respects  in  which  that  organi- 
sation may  be  improved.  If  I  may  take 
a  typical  instance,  I  will  take  the  case 
of  an  officer  who  has  sometiuies  been 
supposed  to  be  acting  on  dif- 
ferent lines  to  myself,  and  who  is  no 
longer  connected  with  the  War  O.lice. 
Lord  Wolseley  has  written  me  a  letter 
on  this  subject.  Of  course  Lord 
Wolseley,  more  tfhan  anyone  else,  has 
done  his  best  to  improve  the  organ  i  sta- 
tion of  the  Army,  and  has  made  most 
valuable  contributions  lately  and 
previously  towards  that  end.  This  is 
what  he  says  with  regard  toour  existing 
military  organisation — 

"  Of  thb  thera  ean  be  no  doubt,  thkt,  tinoe 
the  Pttninsular  War,  we  hara  never  had  to 
■troog  orso  efficient  u  Army.  LookiDg  at  it 
M  ■  miKtaiy  tAachine,  it  has  oerer  before  been 
■o  fit  for  qatck  oaovenioa  into  a  flgbting 
Army  in  the  Add;  Md  never  before  has  the 
countrj  been  fa  a  better  poutioa  to  re^fe 
invaaion." 

I  think  now,  when  we  are  hearing  such 
gloomy  descriptions  of  the  condition  of 
the  Army,  that  statement  by  one  of  the 
moat  distingoished  offioers  in  the  Array 
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is  one  which  the  Committee,  at  any 
rate,  will  be  glad  to  hear.  Now,  there 
are  two  very  large  questions  raised  by 
the  recommendations  of  Lord  Wan- 
tage's Committee,  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  for  a  moment,  though  I  am  not 
prepared  to  ^ironounce  any  definite  or 
strong  opinion  upon  them.  The  first 
cmeation  relates  to  the  terms  of  service. 
Nobody,  I  think,  who  has  read  the 
evidence  or  who  has  read  the  large 
correspondence  to  which  that  evidence 
has  given  rise  can  doubt  that  there  is 
no  subject  in  the  world  which  gives 
rise  to  greater  diversity  of  opinion  than 
the  question  of  the  proper  term  of 
seiTice  for  which  a  soldier  ought 
to  be  enlisted ;  because  none 
of  all  the  great  men  whose 
names  have  been  quoted  to-day,  and 
who  gave  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, agree  actually  as  to  the  best 
term  of  service  to  be  adopted.  I  am 
only  too  glad  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  informing  myself,  and  also  of  giving 
information  to  my  coUea^es,  as  to  the 
opinions  held  by  all  these  great  soldiers, 
in  order  that  when  the  time  arrives  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  it  we  may  feel 
sure  that  we  have  heard  everything 
that  has  been  already  said  upon  one 
side  and  upon  the  other.  I  very  much 
re^t  for  my  own  part  that  the  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  Lord  Wantage 
did  not  print  the  Paper  of  Lord  Boberts 
which  was  sent  in  to  them  for  their 
perusal.  They  did  not  do  so,  no  doubt, 
for  the  best  possible  motives,  because 
they  thought  that  no  Paper  of  which 
they  had  not  the  opportunity  of  cross- 
examining  the  writer  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced amongst  the  evidence.  For  my 
part,  I  should  be  only  too  glad  that 
Lord  fioberts's  opinion,  like  the  opinion 
of  every  other  officer  of  distinction, 
should  be  heurd  before  we  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  upon  the  matter.  That 
Lord  Roberts's  opinion  is  fortunately 
ver)'  well  known  appears  to  me 
to  be  pretty  well  indicated  by 
what  hon.  Members  have  said  to-day. 
If  it  should  not  prove  to  be,  I  shall 
only  be  too  glad  to  present  to  the 
House  and  the  country,  if  desired,  such 
a  statement  as  will  enable  them  to 
understand  what  it  is  Lord  Boberts 
desires.  But  I  confess  I  should  like  to 
sa^'  this  with  regard  to  Lord  Boberts's 
opinion  upon  the  question  of  reeruit- 


ing.  Nobody  will  accuse  me  of  dis- 
paraging in  the  smallest  degree  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Boberts.  Not  long 
ago,  when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
highest  position  in  the  War  Office 
under  the  Commander-in-Chief — that 
of  the  Adjutant  General — if  there  had 
not  been  a  necessity  for  Lord  Boberts 
to  continue  his  very  v^uable  services 
in  India  I  should  have  been  extremely 
glad  to  have  seen  Lord  Boberts  placed 
in  the  position  of  Adjutant  General. 
Therefore,  the  Committee  will  see  at 
once  that  nobody  values  more  than  I 
do  the  opinion  of  Lord  Boberts  upon 
almost  every  question  connected  with 
the  Army  and  Army  organisation ;  but 
if  there  is  one  subject  above  all  others 
on  which  Lord  Boberts's  opinion  is- 
least  valuable  it  is  the  condition  of  the 
labour  market  in  this  country,  fuid  the 
principles  upon  which  we  ought  to- 
base  our  recruiting.  Therefore,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  while  I  attach 
'enormous  importance  to  any  opinion 
he  may  form  on  this  subject,  we  must 
remember  that  his  absence  in  India,, 
where  he  has  rendered  great  service  to 
his  country,  does  not  enable  him  to 
enter  upon  the  full  consideration  of 
this  particular  subject  which  is  now 
before  the  Committee.  There  is 
another  great  question  of  very  grave 
importance,  and  that  is  the  emolnmenta 
of  the  soldier;  and,  therefore,  I  tlunk 
everybody  will  agree  that  it  must  be 
treated  as  a  whole.  You  cannot  nibble 
at  it ;  you  cannot  give  him  an  increase 
to-day  and  another  to-morrow.  If  yon 
touch  the  pay  of  the  soldier  at  all  yon 
ought  to  touch  it  comprehensively  ;  and 
you  are  bound  to  settle  the  question 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come, 
because  you  run  the  risk  of  dis- 
contenting the  soldier  by  oonstant 
changes  in  the  forms  of  p^ment  whkh 
me,^  not  in  the  future  am>rd  him  thft 
satisfaction  you  desire  to  afford  him. 
Therefore,  I  am  very  loth  indeed  to 
commit  myself  to  any  very  strong 
opinion  upon  the  general  subject  of  thb 
condition  of  the  soldier,  with  regard  to 
emoluments,  without  feeling  sure  thai 
I  am  presenting  to  the  Committee  and 
to  the  country  a  general,  full  state- 
ment of  the  case.  Now,  it  is  perfeotly 
clear  that  it  is  a  question  whitui  is  foU 
of  difficulties.  Take  the  first  qoestioDr 
whioh  we  have  heard  a  good  oeal  dia- 
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ied  to-night — the  question  of 
srred  pay.   One  very  curious  result 

come  out  of  the  inquiry,  and  it  is 
1 — that  while  the  greater  number  of 
lers  are  upon  the  whole  opposed  to 
srred  pay,  the  evidence  shows  that 
LOSt  all  the  private  soldiers  are  in 
>ur  of  deferred  pay.  Now,  that  is 
LOt  which  may  be  interpreted  in  one 
f  or  anoiiher ;  but  it  is  a  very  im- 
tant  element  in  the  consideration 
he  subject,  and  proves  that  it  is  one 
'ery  great  difficulty  for  us  to  decide, 
lay  tell  the  Committee  another  fact 
ich,  I  think,  will  strike  them  as 
strating  the  great  difficulty  of  the 
blem.  The  Adjutant  General,  Sir 
Ivers  Buller,  gave  evidence  before 

Committee  on  the  subject  of 
srred  pay,  and  he  expressed  an 
[lion  adverse  to  deferred  pay. 
sr  having  read  the  evidence  and 
,niined  all  that  has  been  said 
the  two  sides  of  tb6  question, 

is  completely  converted  to  an 
loute  oonoluuon ;  and  now  he  is 
m^y  in  favour  of  the  retention  of 
3rred  pay.  Therefore  the  Corn- 
tee  will  see  that  this  is  not  a  ques- 
1  to  be  decided  easily  or  in  a 
ry.  For  my  part,  although  I  have 
self  a  strong  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
4  and  at  the  proper  time  shall  be 
pared  to  communicate  it  to  the 
nmittee,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to 

to  the  Committee  that,  looking  at 
gravity  of  the  question,  I  do  notpro- 
e  to  state  my  opinion  till  the  general 
stion  of  the  enudnments  of  the 
lier  as  a  whole  is  brought  before 
t  House  for  discussion.    But  I  do 

think  I  can  let  the  question  of  the 
iial  pay  of  the  soldier  pass  by  with- 

a  word,  because,  of  course,  the  sort 
recommendation  made  by  a  Com- 
tee  like  that  of  Lord  Wantage's,  and 

endorsement  givffii  to  it  by  some 
h  authorities,  may  naturally  lead 
pie  in  the  Army  to  anticipate  that 
y  are  gomg  to  get  the  jsrivileges 
toh  Loin  Wantage's  Committee  has 
geated  that  they  should  have.  I 
'6  examined  very  closely  for  myself 

question  whether  or  not  this  in- 
we  of  pay  proposed  by  Lord 
lUtage's  Committee  would  have  the 
ot  which  they  anticipate  of  en- 
ing  us  to  get  oldex  ajid  better 
a  for  the  B^vice.   That  there  are 

^OL.  V.      [fourth  bbbirs.] 


other  points  of  view  is  undoubted. 
Whether  we  could  not  by  some 
re-adjustment  of  pay  get  rid  of  that 
difficulty  which  is  alleged  in  many 
parts  of  the  evidence,  and  which  we 
all  know  perfectly  well  exists — whether 
or  not  the  soldier  is  at  all  misled  by 
the  deductions  which  are  made  from 
his  pay,  and  ahom  which  aome  peoj^ 
say  ne  has  no  opportunity  of  knowmg 
bei  fore  he  joins  the  Service.  That  is  a 
totally  different  question ;  and  it  may 
be  desirable  to  examine  the  soldier's 
pay  from  that  point  of  view,  to  see 
whether  by  some  readjustment  we 
may  not  get  rid  of  such  a  grievance. 
But  I  now  look  at  the  question  of  in- 
crease of  pay  from  the  point  of  view  only 
of  whether  you  are  likely  to  get  better 
men  for  the  purposes  of  the  Army  by 
increasing  their  pay,  as  Lord  Wi^n- 
tage'sCommittee  proposes.  I  have  come 
to  a  very  strong  opinion  that  increase  of 
pay  would  be  absolutely  and  entirely  use- 
less for  that  purpose ;  and  I  may  say 
also  that  in  uiat  opinion  I  am  fortified 
bv  the  entirely  unanimous  opinion  of 
all  my  military  advisers,  who  tell  me 
that  they  entirely  share  that  opinion, 
and  they  think  that  if  the  Government 
were  actually  to  propose  that  increase 
of  pay  very  probably  the  money  would 
be  altogether  thrown  away,  and  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  proposed  by 
Lord  Wantage's  Committee  it  would  in 
their  opinion  be  absolutely  useless. 
There  are  two  other  questions  relating 
to  the  soldier  to  which  I  will  just  allad« 
in  passing,  though  I  am  not  able  to-day 
to  make  any  specific  proposals  with 
regard  to  them.  One  of  them . 
is  the  question  of  clothing.  I  have 
long  had  my  scheme  ready  with  regard 
to  that  subject,  but  many  difficulties 
have  occasioned  delay  in  subrbitting 
the  proposals.  One  of  these  difficulties, 
as  the  Committee  may  naturally  an- 
ticipate, is  the  fact  that  we  have  not  yet 
decided  what  is  to  be  done  as  regards 
deferred  pay.  Some  might  say  they 
do  not  see  the  connection  between  the 
two  subjects,  but  the  two  things  hang 
together  very  closely ;  and  therefore  it 
is  desirable  we  should  not  pi'onounce 
the  views  we  entertain  with  regard  to 
improvement  in  the  clothing  of  the 
soldier  until  we  are  able  to  decide  also 
some  other  questions  ccmoeming  him. 
Then  there  is  the  question  also  of  ths 
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non-commissioned  officers.  There  is 
nothing  more  gratifying  to  me  since  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
this  question  very  closely  than  the  con- 
clusion at  which  I  have  been  able  to 
arrive  with  regard,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
superior  class  of  non-commissioned 
officers.  I  do  not  ^ink  there  is  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that,  as  regards  the 
sergeants  and  superior  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  we  in  this  country  are 
in  an  infinitely  better  position  than 
France  or  Germany  or  any  other  foreign 
country.  There  is  no  doubt  that  even 
with  our  short  service  sjrstem,  and 
even  with  all  the  difficulties  that  are 
alleged  as  standing  in  the  way,  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
as  regards  the  superior  non-commis- 
sioned ofRcers  that  we  are  very  much 
better  off  in  every  respect  than 
those  foreign  countries  I  have 
mentioned.  Our  difficulty  begins  a 
little  lower  down ;  our  difficulty  is  rather 
with  regard  to  the  lower  eiaaa  of  non- 
commissioned officers.  I  believe  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  difficulty 
felt  in  many  regiments  in  this  country 
in  inducing  menito  take  stripes,  because 
of  the  conditions  which  at  present 
attach  to  the  taking  of  stripes  in  the 
first  instance.  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  for  that  argument,  and  I 
Oonfess  I  am  inclined  to  look  very 
favourably  on  treating  non-conimis- 
Btoned  officers  in  the  earlier  stages 
more  favourably  than  they  have 
hitherto  been '  treated,  beoanse  I 
believe  in  that  way  we  should  hold  out 
greater  inducements  to  private  soldiers 
to  become  non-commissioned  officer8,and 
by  that  means  we  are  likely  to  greatly 
steady  and  improve  the  condition  of 
our -regiments.  Turning  from  the  larger 
questions  to  which  I  nave  alluded,  I 
want  to  oome  to  two  or  three  separate 
questions,  as  to  which  I  think,  gene- 
rally speaking,  we  are  practically 
unanimous — at  any  rate  those  who 
have  recently  been  inquiring  into  the 
matter,  and  Lord  Wantage's  Com- 
mittee are  practically  unanimous — and 
which  appear  to  me  also  to  be  some- 
what more  urgent  even  than  the 
questions  which  I  have  already  been 
discussing.  Now,  the  first  is  this : 
It  has  been  alleged  that  we  have  not 
properly  carried  out  the  short  service 
system  as  it  was  established  by  Lord 
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Cardwell,  because  we  have  not  main- 
tained the  proper  proportion  between 
the  regiments  at  home  and  the  regi- 
ments abroad.  That,  no  doubt,  is  per- 
fectly true.  From  the  very  beginnings 
certainly  from  the  next  year  or  two 
after  the  establishment  of  the  system^ 
there  arose  a  disproportion  between 
the  regiments  at  home  and  the  reg- 
ments  abroad,  and  it  has  never  been 
remedied  up  to  the  present  time.  On 
the  other  hand,  every  Secretary  of 
State  of  recent  times — certainly  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  o^tosite  (Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman)  will  bear  me 
out— has  endeavoured  to  deal  with" 
the  matter  not  by  increa^g  the 
number  of  cadres  of  the  regiments,  but 
by  adding  to  the  number  in  each 
battalion.  Lord  Cardwell  began  with 
a  very  small  battalion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Edinburgh  (Mr.Childers)  got  down  to  the 
lowest  established  battalion — namely, 
450.  Since  that  time  the  numbers  have 
gradually  increased,  until  the  battalion 
which  at  one  time  was  maintained 
at  450  is  now  msuntained  at  720, 
thus  obviously  enormously  increasing 
the  power  of  the  battalion  to  do  its 
duty  as  regards  the  supply  of  drafts 
fur  the  big  battalions  abroad.  But  I  am 
perfectly  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
principle  of  endeavouring  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power  to  equalise  a  good  deal 
,  more,  at  any  rate,  than  they  are 
equalised  at  the  present  mouient  the 
battalions  at  home  and  the  battaliona 
abroad  is  a  perfectly  sound  one.  Of 
course,  it  is  also  penectly  obvious  that 
with  the  best  inteintion  in  the  world, 
suppose  you  equalise  them  to-morrow, 
some  special  circumstances  or  some 
sudden  emergency  abroad  might  lead 
immediately  to  a  demand  for  some 
battahon  to  be  sent  abroad  that  would 
throw  your  system  again  into  difficulty. 
Bat  I  admit  that  your  principle 
is  a  sound  one,  and  towards  th.& 
establi^ment  that  principle,  so 
far  as  we  are  able,  we  ought  to  ap> 
proach  the  consideration  of  it  from  a 
favourable  point  of  view.  For  my  part, 
I  am  prepared  to  do  my  best ;  and  now 
at  this  present  moment  I  am  taking- 
steps  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
lai^ly  diminishing  the  disproportioa 
between  the  battalions  abroad  and  the 
battalions  at  home,  and  tend  largely  to- 
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minish  the  difficulty  ariging  from  the 
dating  state  of  thing's.  The  second 
lestion,  for  which  I  would  hke  to  ask. 
k6  attention  of  the  Cofnmittee  for  afew 
lom^nts,  is  the  questian  of  recruiting. 
9X1^  bOQi^  to  Bftv  that  the  eividence 
OffiB  befits  Ii^  WMitaga'fl  Com- 
littee  mokes  it  olaar  to  lae  GobA  the 
ratem  of  reerniting  that  has  bwn 
OTBued  for  years  past  h;if^  Iwen  in  many 
iBpeots  unsound.  I  iiui  not  to 
afend  that  system  for  a  tnOTnent,  I 
link  it  hftfi  not  heen  conducted  on  tlie 
5st  and  most  satisfactory  principle. 
11  the  first  place,  tJiert;  waa  no  Rufhcient 
is^iection  of  tiie  agents  appointed  to 
wry  out  the  work  of  jeeruitiii;!-  In 
le  nest  i>bLce^  ther<i  was  no  sufllcient 
exibility  iu  the  methods  adopted 
»u«rftUy  for  ol^iuDg  reonutft;  imd 
o  Buffioient  w-operation  betTreen  ibe 
ifferertt  bnunobeB  of  the  War  OEBoe — 
etween  thoseengogedinpattingreenntH 
ito  mu  hnttftlionB  at  home,  and  those 
iign^fed  in  taking  them  ont  for  thp  pur- 
one.  of  fui'nishing  drafti^  for  abroad, 
'liepe  were  great  evils.  ^Vv  have  our- 
jlves  kid  before  Lord  Wantage's  Com- 
littee  proposals  that  ^rere  framed  for 
Mpnrpose of  improvingthose  methods, 
□aduringthe  last  six  months,  or  year, 
chaiiigeB  hare  taken  place  in  oar 
iBthode  ■of  msroiting;  and  I  feel 
v"i  \  ooofidenw  that  our  present  tn- 
pi  i  ior  General  of  Bacmiting,  who,  I 
my  '^Hv,  has  initiated  a  S'^od  inaiiy  of 
hese  eliungi.'ft  hiiii^ielf,  and  who  is 
hoTOtijihly  imbued  n-ith  tha  necessity 
>r  iiiiprfninj^  the  methods  whicli 
revioush"  existccl.  wilt  be  enabled  in 
lie  course  of  the  next  few  niontba  to 
o  a  ;^at  deal,  even  more,  towards 
[nproving  our  reoruiting.  We  hare 
Iteady  dealt  with  the  oases  where 
ifioers  undonbtedlv  hskV^  iOr 
oing  their  duty  with  regaitlE  tt^r^c^^tSi 
Ve  hare  eBtablished  new  agencies  in 
ha  particular  places  where  we  will 
lAve  the  test  chanee  of  obtaining  ^ood 
ecmits  for  the  Army  ■  and  we  have 
dopted  all  sorts  of  provisional  methods 
31'  tlie  pui-poae  of  increasing  the  popu- 
lUity  of  the  Army  and  attracting 
eoruits  into  our  Service,  Of  eourae, 
am,  in  Bpite  of  all  that  has  been  done, 
anuble  oi  the  4iffio*4ti6a  that  lie 
efort  tu^  and  <»p»ialty  of  the  ^ffiottl: 
fatH  whid)  tie  hefoTB  ns  for  the  next 
wo  fMTK.    I  dA  t»ot  tbiok  I  aetfd 


to  what  tfi  stated  most 
and  elaborately  in  the  Blue 
Book  o{  Iiord  Wantage's  Committee, 
nor  to  what  i&  explained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  itself,  nor  to  what  i& 
explained  aljao  in  the  Be^gp^  ^ 
Arthur  HH$t»g^pi^'^''lE06i  W  ^A  '^tbSiisk 
it  will  be  Ml  it  is  in  oonseq^aenee 
oftt^  meft^hi^a  adopted  in  the  yesra 
1882,  1883.  lftB4,  and  188,5— measures 
of  which  I  am  not  in  the  least  com- 
plaining for  a  moment,  hut  meafiures 
which  undoubtedly  increase  the  de- 
nnind  which  we  now  ha\'e  to  make- 
that  we  ha^e  to  ask  for  a  greater 
nnmlier  of  recruits  than  erer  were 
asked  for  in  a  single  year.  We  require 
(luring  the  present  year  to  obtain  no 
lesa  tiimk  ^,000,  a  far  laraer  number 
thjwii  ifte  «ver  obtained  ijnSer  oiduiflT>- 
cinmmstanoes.  No  donbt  it  inoreafiea 
OUT  difBciiIties  very  largely.  Th&t 
fltate  of  things  vdll  continue  over  next 
year,  and  it  wiUthen  begin  giadnally  to 
diminish  until  at  last  I  hope  we  will 
return  to  the  noiinal  stati^  of  thiugs.  1 
shovild  like  alsi'  to  i^iiy  thsi^t,  speakini^; 
generally,  our  recruiting  at  tJie  present 
moment  is  ^iatis factory.  We  have 
during  that  part  of  the  year  whiqh  haa 
juat  expii'ed  obtained  a  reij  Isifis 
number— more,  in  fact,  than  we  eomd 
reasonably  expect;  and,  fnrthennore, 
we  have  overtaken  our  defiaienoieB  in 
all  directions.  At  one  time  every 
yeai'  "we  had  some  difficulty  wnth  regard 
to  C'aviilry.  I  am  glad  to  say  tlmt  we 
have  now  ;i  vitv  Uir'^t:  lunnher  of 
recriiitF:  obtained  iov  the  Cavalry,  and 
I  hopt-  ^ball  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  (Traff.^  for  Cavalry  legtintrntfi 
in  India.  I  should  like  also  to  say, 
with  regard  to  the  Guards,  that  the 
state  of  tilings  is  also  satisfactory. 

fflljlty  in,  ^  of  ibfl 

Guards.     Now  tney  BXd  taot^  than 

full :  iLiid  one-  Of  two  comments  have 
been  made  with  rej^ard  to  the  class  of 
nieii  who  have  been  attracted  into  the 
Guards,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the 
number  of  u^tn  in  any  battation  of  the 
Guards  who  are  under  tbe  recogniaed 
standard  in  any  respect  at  thw  present 
moment  ilifiiiitely  small.  I  can  give 
the  mrtiotitiir 'figures  to  the  Committee 
if  tbey  care  to  hare  them ;  but  1 
tihtnk  they  may  take  it  from  ma  gene- 
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raJly  that  in  that  respect  th^  recruiting 
for  the  Guards  is  exceedingly  satis- 
factory. Passing  froui  that  matter, 
there  were  two  or  three  questions 
which  were  addressed  to  me,  to  which, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Committee, 
I  wish  to  give  an  answer.  My  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  Walter 
Barttelot)  who  opened  this  Debate  put 
to  me  a  question  which,  of  course,  is  a 
very  natural  one  for  him  to  put.  He 
said,  "  Why  do  not  you  test  your  pre- 
pfurations  for  mobilisation  by  calling 
out  an  Army  Corps,  showing  whether 
your  operations  are  good,  and  whether 
you  can   do   that    which  you  say 

{rou  ate  able  to  do?"  I  should 
ike  to  point  out  to  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  difficulties  of 
carrying  out  such  a  proposal.  Nobody 
would  1^  more  glad  than  I  to  do  this  if 
it  could  be  made  practicable.  Our  first 
difficulty,  of  course,  is  the  question  of 
finance.  We  all  know  perfectly  well 
that  France  cidled  out  a  single  Army 
Corps  in  peace  time.  It  is  the  only 
experiment  which  has  been  tried  of 
mobilisation  in  time  of  peace ;  but  it 
cost  France  haU  a  million  of  our 
money:  In  addition  to  the  estimated 
cost  our  difficulties  are  very  much 
greater  than  those  arising  from  mere 
matters  of  finance.  We  have  no  legal 
power  to  call  out  the  Reserve  men 
except  in  a  time  of  actual  emergency. 
We  would  require  to  pass  a  special  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  purpose  before 
calling  them  out.  Moreover,  apart 
from  the  legal  difficulty,  we  should  be 
disturbing  these  men  and  dragging 
them  from  their  homes  and  civil  occu- 
pations. Again,  we  have  to  rely  forour 
horse  supply  in  case  of  war  partly 
upon  conscription  and  partly  upon 
oihsr  sources  of  supply,  which  are 
perfectly  well-known  to  lis,  and  which 
are  available  at  forty-eight  hours' 
notice.  If  we  made  use  of  those  means 
of  supply  for  the  purpose  of  an  experi- 
mental organisation  of  an  Army  Corps, 
of  course  we  should  have  to  pay  large 
sums  of  money  to  compensate  the 
owners  of  the  horses,  wnich  would 
entail  a  very  large  expenditure  of 
public  money,  and  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  that  expenditure  of  public 
money  would  be  justified  by  the  result 
that  would  be  obtained.  I  am  bound 
to  say,  however,  that  it  would  be  very 
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satisfactory  if  we  could  obtain  that 
practical  test  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  suggested,  or  auy  practical 
test  that  comd  be  made,  without 
encountering  those  very  grave  difficul- 
ties to  which  I  have  alluded,  aad 
1,  at  any  rate,  should  be  exceed- 
ingly glad  to  see  it  carried  out. 
Then  there  was  a  point  raised  by  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  behind 
me,  the  Member  for  South  West  Lan- 
cashire, who  spoke  of  the  method  by 
which  we  mobihse  regiments  for  ser- 
vice in  time  of  war.  He  pointed  in 
terms  of  unfavourable  comparison  as 
regards  our  Army  to  the  number  of 
Reserve  men  that  would  have  to  be 
taken  in  time  of  an  emergency  from 
this  country,  oontrosted  with  the  num- 
ber that  would  have  to  be  taken  in 
France  or  in  Germany.  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  really 
grasped  the  figures  upon  this  subject, 
because  there  can  be  no  doubt,  an 
regards  that  matter  at  any  rate,  we  are 
very  much  better  off  than  either  Fi-ance 
or  Germany.  Supposing  we  had  to 
mobilise  one  of  our  normal  battalions 
for  war,  the  state  of  things  would 
be  this — I  am  obliged,  of  coarse, 
to  take  an  average.  I  fully  admit 
that  some  battalions  are  very  umoh 
below  the  average — that  there  are 
some  more  below  it  than  I  should  tike, 
just  as  on  the  other  hand  tliere  are 
some  battalions  a  good  deal  above  the 
average.  But  taking  a  normal  average 
battalion,  we  should  only  require,  to 
complete  our  battalions  and  put  them 
at  full  war  strength,  to  add  496 
Reserve  men  to^  each,  whereas  in 
Germany  they  would  have  "io  add 
691,  and  in  France  ^ey  would  have  to 
add  694.  And  it  is  also  Uir  to-  point 
out  that,  whereas  the  Reserve  men  who 
would  be  called  out  in  France  or 
Germany  would  only  have  had  two 
or  three  years'  service  with  the 
colours,  all  our  men  practically  who 
would  be  called  up  for  a  battalion  of 
that  sort  would  have  had  seven  years' 
service  with  the  colours,  and  would 
have  had  much  more  training  in  their 
duties  with  the  colours  than  soldiers 
called  up  &om  the  Beserve  in  France 
or  Gemumy. 

CoLONBi.  BLUNDELL:  One  ob- 
jection taken  is  this:  that  our  men 
would  have  been  so  long  away  from 
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tu»v  r^^fiwatfl  that  there  is  no 
ur  itoii^aiiiipB  that  oaa  be  made 
«4weefn  onr  Benrio«  and  that  of  Braace 
r  Genmny.    In  France  or  Germany 

tie  medical  student,  the  budding 
an-iater,  the  tradesman — largo  atid 
nd  small— are  in  the  rants.  It  ia  theae 
rlici  fmm  the  steadying  element. 
Vith  ns  it  is  totally  different :  and  our 
len  of  over  one  and  under  t^vo  years' 
BiTice  cannot  be  compared  with  men 
£  over  one  and  im^^  two  years' 
^vi^lct^Hpoe  or  ihiO^y. 

^lipL-^JUTEOPE:  It  is  very  diffi- 
iCilbp  h/f  BOa^M^  to  diBBuaa  the  question 
^Gtbob-  gcthi^  t&o  fit^  of 
he  Kuhject.  I  wanted  to  point  out  to 
ly  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  error 
)to  which,  he  has  undoubtedly  fallen. 
Vith  regard  to  the  number  of  Beeerre 
len  that  would  be  required,  to  diBonss 
in.^tter  In  detail  it  would  be 
ecessaiy  to  go  into  a  aumbei-  of  other 
ibjeots.  But  I  am  bound  to  say,  how- 
rer,  that  with  the  single  eocoeption  of 
se  fact  thak  oat  Beaerre  men  woidd 
at^been  longer  away  from  the  ooIoutb, 
or  '^serre  are  better  than  those  of 
Vancf^  or  Germiiny.  Our  men  would 
iirtoubtedly  havt  boeii  traified  for 
^»veTi  yt'airi  with  the  colours,  whereas 
1  Franet'  or  Geriiiaiiy  Rescn-e 
wonUi  <>nl}"  l>t  uaiiitrl  for 
iVQ  or  three  yearB  ivith  the  colouis. 

have  touched,  I  am  afraid  very 
ghtly.  Upon  a  gi-eat  -  many  of  the 
iibjeota  which  h&ve  been  raitied  in 
le  course  Qtf  this  D9ba^.|h{id  which 
e  meladed  in  th%  leegoMeiig&daAlbivS 
I  LoikL  WOBtB^o's  Committee,  and  I 
dhroit  to  the  Ooramittee  that  all  that 
cou!<il  fuirlj'  he  nskefl  to  ileal  with  in 
w  tiirie,  I  have  dealt  witli.  I  have 
ealt  with  all  those  ^uljj'.^i:ts  wliicli  are 
f  ali^nltite  urgency,  and  whicli  n^jpear 
)  iLie  to  be  subjects  that  could  fairly 
[id  properly  be  dealt  with  at  the 
resent  time.  I  admit  there  are  other 
aeations  an  to  which  enplanatioua 
light  to  he  required  from  me  at  no 
iBtanfc  date,  hutlthinfcthe  Committee 
ill  allow  that  I  am  eatiUed  to  full 
me  to  form  my  opinions  on  thtiae 
lattera,  and  to  consult  fully  with  my 
>]l4agiiefi  before  I  come  to  the  House 
id  itate  the  policy  which  we  desire 


(8.8.)  CoiflHBi.  NOLAN ;  TJna  Se- 
cretary of  State  hiBA  BpdkfitL  >vaB|  m  ho 
alwaj'a  does,  except  upon  one  point. 
The  right  hou.  Gentleman  has  not  gone 
over  the  whole  gubjectf  Btatbig  tliAb 
this  is  not  the  proper  time ;  but  months- 
a^o  he  deelared  that  when  tliifi  question 
came  up  for  discuaniou  he  would  give 
us  1ms  vitwfi,  aiid  this  is  the  first  oppor- 
tunity we  have  had.  Meanwhile,  he 
declares  that  his  military  advisars  tell 
him  that  he  will  not  get  any  advantage 
oat  of  iaomwed  pay.  But  wh«  arft 
these  military  adviaara?  Gentlemeo^ 
drawing  from  six  hundred  to  fifteett 
hundred  pounds  a  year.  T  do  not 
suppose  he  will  deign  to  take  advice 
from  men  drawing  smaller  salades ; 
and  these  are  the  gentlemen  whO' 
object  to  the  soldiers  getting  more  !  I 
will  i\o  them  the  justice  to  say  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  not 
questioned  one  of  them.  He  only 
mentioned  two  otBcerH.  One  of  these 
was  General  Hobei-ts  ;  but  that  gallanb 
officer's  views  are  diametrically  oppwed 
to  those  of  the  light  hon,  Gentleman'sw 
It  may  be  said,  ^'Oh,  bat  l;e  is  opljr  ^ 
Indian  officer,"  but  witb^ttTf  lltott^«a3 
men  passing  through  the  tiomaa  &xbxj 
every  year  he  has  pU-nt  v  of  opportunity 
of  finding  out  what  the  private  soldier 
thinkfi  on  this  mattei".  Tlie  rij^ht  hon. 
(jpiUlcinnn  also  quoted  Lord  Wolseley. 
bat  his  opinion  applied  runi  e  to  hreech- 
loadhig  cannon  than  to  pay.  But  I  muet 
say  that,  on  the  point  whether  we  trra£ 
Tommy  Atkins  properly,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  has  hardly  vouchsafed 
a  xY^j,  SJadthati  jtoo^  PS      ^  p{  th« 

(8.6.)  Mk.  JEFFREYS  (Hantftj. 
Basii^tp^)  :  I  regret  that  thc^ 
one  Sie&^  M&ifmxmmt  tn&dfr  iff 

the  '&QWWtS^  of  State  for  W"ar  is 
that  he  lAoMI  not  see  his  way  to 
increase  tine  pay  of  private  soldiers; 
for  if  I  gather  anything  at  all  from 
the  Report  of  the  OC}mmLttee,  H  ia 
that  the  soldiers  are  underpaid;  and 
although  the  j^lant  Member  opposite 

(Sir  £Eav«lo<&  wid  you  might 

increase  t|).e  jter  'ffi^idirfL^ttiiig  better 
men,  I  thltik  llui  Why  you  get 

these  hoys  in  the  Army  tR  tbat>  the  wy 
is  too  low.   That  14  what  we  flnci  in 


DigitizeO  by 


763         Siipjjly^Ai-my  {COMMONS}  |       £sii»w(e«,  1892-3.  764 


greatest  number  of  recruits  that  enter 
the  Army  are  lads — between  boys  and 
men.  When  the  lads  on  the  farms 
think  they  are  getting  too  old  for  the 
pay  of  boys,  and  the  farmers  refuse  to 
pay  them  more,  they  enhst  because  the 
pay  is  rather  better  than  the  p^  they 
were  getting.  Anybody  can  teU  that 
the  Army  is  composed  chiefly  of  boys 
if  a  visit  is  paid  to  Aldershot  and  the 
regiments  there  are  looked  at.  I  have 
heard  a  great  many  complaints  that 
thes^boys  when  they  enlist  think  they 
are  going  to  get  one  shilling  a  day  clear 
and  their  rations,  including  breakfast, 
<linner,  and  tea,  and  that  they  only  get 
their  dinner  free,  having  to  pay  out  of 
their  shilling  for  groceries,  for  their 
breakfast,  and  tea.  These  deductions 
bring  the  pay  down  to  eightpence  or 
ninepenOB  a  da^.  I  think  that  this  is 
a  great  hardship,  although,  no  doubt, 
it  would  be  a  very  lai^  matter  to  in- 
crease the  Army  Estimates  by  fourpence 
per  day  a  head.  I  have  the  authority 
of  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  for  stating  that  if 
the  Government  would  provide  these 
"groceries"  the  cost  would  not  be 
fourpence,  or  even  threepence,  but  only 
twopence  per  head;  and  one  of  the 
best  things  the  Government  could  do 
would  be  to  give  a  free  breakfast  and  a 
free  tea  to  the  soldiers.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  a  great  many  of  the  men 
are  underfed.  The  lads  do  not  grow 
into  great  strong  men  as  they  would 
with  sufficient  food.  When  the  ranges 
were  made  at  Bisley  Sir  Evelyn  Wood 
gave  the  men  who  made  the  earth- 
works an  extra  free  luncheon,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  at  the  end  of  the 
time  the  men  developed  into  great 
healthy  strong  men.  ^e  soldiers  also 
complain  of  other  st^pa^  which 
should  not  be  made.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  "  boys  "  in  the  Army, 
Sir  EivelyQ  Wood  in  his  evidence  stated 
that  only  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
troops  at  Aldershot  were  equal  to 
caiTying  the  service  marching  order. 
Surely  that  is  a  very  sad  state  of  things. 
I  can  only  conclude,  from  reading  the 
Keport,  that  the  men  are  undersized — 
mere  boys — and  that  the  reason  why 
this  is  the  case  is  that  the  pay  is  too 
low.  With  regard  to  the  deferred 
pay  which  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  says  he  is  taking  into  considera- 

Jfi*.  Jeffreys 


tion.italwaysseemsto  me  a  very  strange 
thing  that  when  you  have  enhsted 
these  boys  and  turned  them  into  good 
soldiers  you  should,  after  seven  years, 
instead  of  trying  to  induce  them  to 
stay  on  in  the  Army,  give  them  a  lump 
sum  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them.  In 
any  civil  employment  when  we  have 
good  servants  we  try  to  induce  them  to 
stay  with  us  by  increasing  the  pay,  and 
we  should  certainly  not  give  them  a 
lump  sum  to  induce  them  to  go.  This 
is  the  principle  recognised  even  with 
regard  to  War  Office  clerks,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  as  soldiers  stay  on  their 
pay  should  be  increased.  Enlist  them 
if  you  like,  as  boys,  train  them  in  the 
Army,  and  then  gradually  increase  their 
pay.  In  that  way  yon  wiU  get  a  good 
Army.  It  aweaxs  to  me  that  th^  is 
rather  a  dislike  to  the  Army  among  a 
great  many  resiwotable  people  in  the 
country,  and  I  know  from  my  own 
experience  that  on  one  occasion  when 
a  boy  joined  the  Army  his  father  and 
mother,  who  were  respectable  people, 
thought  it  was  a  great  disgrace  and  a 
dreadful  thing,and  they  paid  ten  pounds 
in  order  to  buy  the  boy's  discharge.  I 
think  that  a  great  deal  of  the  xmpopa- 
larity  arises  from  the  practice  of  soldiers 
in  uniform  being  excluded  from  places 
of  public  entertainment,  and  I  am  glad 
that  a  Circular  has  been  recently  issued 
about  this  matter.  Instead  of  the 
Army  being  a  disgrace,  I  think  that 
wearing  the  Queen's  uniform  is  an 
honour  ;  and  ii  soldiers  cannot  enter 
these  places  of  entertainment  free  as  is 
the  case  on  the  Continent,  they  ought 
on  payment  to  be  admitted  willingly. 
If  the  Army  were  made  more  popular 
we  should  have  a  better  cla^  of 
recruits ;  but  the  main  point  is  to  take 
away  the  stoppages  in  uie  pay. 

(8.14.)  Lord  HENBY  BRUCE 
(Wilts,  Chippenham) :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War's 
speech  will  be  at  all  satisfactory  to  the 
country.  It  is  not  a  question  whether 
our  soldiers  should  get  defen*ed  pay 
or  whether  our  non-commissioned 
officers  are  better  than  the  French 
or  German  ones.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  whole  of  the  soheme 
organised  in  1872  has  or  has  not 
been  to  a  great  extent  an  egregious 
failure.     I   shall   be  very  glad  i£ 
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bis  Committee  has  the  opinion  of 
be  ex-Socretary  of  atate  for  Wax  oppo- 
ito  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannermen)  ontD&t 
oiut.  It  is  not  a  oaee  of  running 
liU  against  Lord  W&utage's  Coxzi- 
littee  or  theit  Keport,  for  I  think 
bi»  oocntry  owes  a  great  debt  of  grati- 
■da  to  them  for  thor  wdeIc.  We 
reli  know  that  Army  reform  must 
o&t  money,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
&boui-  market,  but  what  this  country 
^anta  to  know  is  whether  we  get  our 
raoney's  worth.  I  am  afraid  when  we 
ook  into  tlitprt^it^nt  systeiii  therein  only 
>iib  i-Bply  we  can  give  to  that  question, 
i.nd  that  is  an  unBatidaotory  one. 

we  waat  to  know  Ib,  first,  have 
ve  got  an  effioieut  home  Army  ; 
leeondly,  have  we  got  one  Army  Corpa 
eady  to  take  the  fieLdj  and,  thirdly, 
lave  we  got  m  efficient  Beserre? 
Co  these  etraightforward  questions 
inly  one  answer  can  be  given^  imd 
ihat  is  an  emphatic  "  No."  Our  short 
ervice  system  is  based  oji  Continental 
deas,  with  eonscrtption  ati  its  basis; 
j]d  as  this  country  ^viLI  not  ha^■e  con- 
criptiDn,  shortBervice  with  us  is  bound 
0  be  a  failure.  To  begin  wHh,  the 
IVeuoh.  Army  newt  takes  a  man  tmder 
weaty-me ;  we  t^et  often  take  hoys 
ifllilMancl  pevsnieou.  That  is  an 
iseifctMuiory  way  rocmiting. 
^rthermore,  our  reemiting  officer  is 
tot  allowed  to  go  to  any  oepAt  where 
'eci*uits  are,  without  the  distinct 
oiment  of  tlie  CoiniJiaiidet-in-Chief  at 
111  llorsu  Giiards.  la  that  satis- 
iL-hity'i"  The  Secretary  of  @tate  for 
\'h.:\  epeaking  at  Hanuneramitb  oa  the 
hart  service  aystem,  aaid — 

''^It  is  the  iHt  tbAb  ia  this  nspeet  our 

lilitary  Hyitam  carreBpondB  with  thoH  ot 
^Tiuae  and  (iermany,  and  you  hnm  got  > 
irgo  reserve  of  highiytrvDed  men." 

^ut  what  did  Sir  A.  HallburtonM^llB 
li^i  Beport  7    He  said  thi&" 

"       4wM  ^  k  4»h«ble  th»t  ReurviiitB 

houia  iwodmHmeJecidbving  it  it  can  1m  dope 
rithoat  laioKfWmrSrm^^^^il^ 
larkeL" 

iow  I  ask,  do  these  eousidi^rationa 
vta^h  with  France,  Austria,  Ku^Mia,  or 
ikiimanyV  We  well  know  th&t  they 
o  not.  To  esunteraet  the  labour 
jarket  yoo  anat,  thereftiira,  ptmnlaiaBe 
he  Ser^o*.  ':^miSl^^fb^mi^tum 
ostly  ^fih&zFHit  ptMH^  whfdh  Msaa 
lu  [ifiblic  buildings.  You  must  not 
ay;  by  these  advertiaemeuts  at  rail- 


way stations  and  other  places,  that  a 
man  shall  reaeive  One  ahillijag  a  day 
when  he  dote  not  get  it ;  -jfm  iSSxAaA 
not  promise  him  free  rations  whan  y&a 
do  not  give  it  to  him,  and  yon  monfc 
ttot  promise  him  a  free  kit  when  joa. 
donotpositivelygiTebimoaeilcvtho^^ 
there  has  been  oonBidBrablB  alteradoa 
in  this  respeot,  many  hon.  Members 
know  that  when  some  of  our  soldiers 
havt!  gone  out  to  India,  thisy  have;  had 
to  pay  for  their  kit.  I  say  you 
juust  j-et  fid  of  these  cocupaltsory 
!it*Jii{iii^i.'s.  As  I  hftvo  always  pointed 
out,  the  rule  in  the  Army  ia  that  the 
more  work  you  do  the  leas  pay  you  get. 
For  iastaaoef  take  the  eTideaae  ot 
Colour- Sei^eant  Coyne,  Ist  Warwitd^ 
ehir^  h^fm^  Jjor^  ^anti^'s  C3(mu 
mittee*— 

"  With  iL'gbrd  to  Aldcrsliot,  I  do  hot  tluok 
the  m&Q  get  a  euESoient  supply  gf  boots.  The 
Ta&n  have  to  get  their  booti  rapyred  it  Isirt 
oueQ  every  ^brw  modtJui^   I  tbOvm  ft 

eueiriun  a  man  baA  to  set  boUipdnfli 
bpoto  f^pAirod  hi  DIM  uouUt. 

It  is  totally  different  in  the  labour 
market,  where  the  mors  wort  you  have  to 

do  the  more  pay  you  get ;  and  you  will 
never  get  good  servants  unloi^H  yon  act 
on  the  principle  of  the  iaboiii-  n]iLi"kt't. 
Aa  rej^'ardf^  baviack  damages  and  Lhe<ie 
absurd  charges,  Sergeant  Crofts,  in  his 
evidence  before  Lord  Want^'s  Cpm- 
mittae,  stat^i^ 

I  can  wkU  believe  that  statement,  for  I 
recolleet  a  story  told  uie  by  a  friend  of 
mine,  an  officer  of  the  22nd  Regiment, 
who  was  once  quartered  at  Linen  Hall 
Barracks,  Dublin.  On  his  taking  up 
his  quarters  there  he  was  given  a  room 
which  he  noticed  had  the  only 
W«t  floor  in  the  offi^csrs!  quarters, 
«^  h6  eoold  not  «i||eiitaud  the 
reason  of  it;  htrb  tnornin^  he 
found,  when  the  floiHr  had  t^otne  dsry, 
thero  waK  a  Inige  stain,  due  no  doubt 
to  someone  LUe  hiuiiij;  upset  an  oil 
lamp.  A  few  diiys  after  this  niy  friend 
spoke  to  anothfr  ollicer  iit  Dublin,  and 
aaid  he  thought  ii  was  a  hard  cn^if  that 
he  should  have  to  paybai'rack.damagefl 
for  this,  whereupon  the  other  offioer 
renlied, "  My  goodfeUpw,  the  very  sama 
was  played  i^dtt  me  seventeen 
yeare  ago  in  tihe  same  room  when  I  wu 
last  quartered  there."  Peihapsi^eCotn> 
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mittee  will  allow  me  to  give  them  one 
more  illustration.    An  officer  in  the 
Scots  Greys,  quartered  at  New  Bridge 
Barracks,  and  who  was  a  smart  officer, 
was  anxious  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
barrack    damages   and  solicited  his 
Colonel  when  the  regiment  was  lea^nng 
to   be    allowed   to    remain  behind 
and  give  over  their  quarters  to  the 
barrack  master.    On  going  through 
the  men's  rooms,  the  barrack  master 
at  once  detected  a  small  crack  in  a 
pane  of  ^bb  in  the  comer  of  the 
^rindow,  for  which  he  immediately 
charged  the  full  value  of  the  window ; 
my  gallant  Friend,  who  happened  to 
have  a  small  cane  in  his  hand,  at  once 
put  his  stick  through   the  window. 
My  Friend  did  it  again  to  the  next 
window  that  the  barrack  master  con- 
demned, and  I  need  hardly  say  that 
after  this  no  more  windows  that  were 
cracked  were  noticed.    This  question 
of  barrack  damages  and  stoppages  is  a 
very  important  one.    Of  course,  hos- 
pital stoppages  are  most  unfair  when  a 
taan  is  in  the  hospital  through  no  foult 
of  his  own,  and  is  not  malingering.  If 
be  is  put  into  the  hospital  through 
any  fault  of  his  own  let  him  pay,  of 
course,  the  proper  charges,  but  other- 
wise the  fewer  stoppages  the  better.  If 
you  wish  to  make  the  Service  more 
]K)pular,  abolish  useless  night  duties, 
abolish  those  long  sentries  around  our 
palaces  and  public  buildings,  which  are 
totally  unnecessary,  and  for  which  yon 
oan  substitute  night  patrols  under  the 
officer  on  guard.    Yon  could  thus 
telieve  a  lane  number  of  soldiers 

ring  on  guard  at  night.  Then,  again, 
you  wish  to  popularise  the  Service, 
give  up  destroying  our  glorious  tradi- 
tions and  our  old  regimental  numbers. 
Ijook  at  the  Oxfordshire  Begiment,  the 
late  43rd !  Who  ever  heard  of  the 
Oxfordshire  Begiment ;  but  we  have  all 
heard  of  the  old  43rd  and  52nd.  The 
Duke  of  Cambridge  made  this 
statement  before  the  Committee,  and 
3^  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  does 
l^ot  take  the  slightest  notice  of  it. 
then,  again,  look  at  the  Lfuicashire 
Fusiliers.  Who  knows  anything  of  the 
Lancashire  Fusiliers  ?  No  one  ;  but  we 
have  all  heard  of  the  20th  Begiment,  the 
Old  Minden  Boys,  the  regiment  who 
won  the  Battle  of  Minden  I  Give  up 
tearing  away  these  ba^es  of  distinction , 
Tiord  Senry  Bruce 


which  are  worn,  perhaps,  in  memory  of 
the  dead.  Take  the  9th  Begiment. 
The  mourning  chevrons  of  the  9th 

Begiment  were  worn  by  their  drmn- 
meis  in  memory  of  Sir  John  Mooi*e, 
who  died  on  the  battle  field  of  Corunna 
in  the  moment  of  victory,  and  yet  they 
were  torn  away  in  order  to  effect,  a 
small  saving.  It  is  the  old  story  over 
again.  For  the  sake  of  a  penn'orth  of 
tar  you  are  ready  to  spoil  the  whole 
ship.  That  comes  from  the  War  Office. 
The  War  Office  is  the  bete  wm  of 
the  British  Army.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  said  at  Hammersmith — 

"  My  eodeavour  has  always  been  to  improve 
ita  condition  withoat  deBtroyiiu;  tbe  old  and 
^orioos  traditions  to  whioh  it  u  attaehed." 

I  firmly  believe  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman does  wish  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Army,  but  if  he 
does  not  wish  to  destroy  tbe  old  and 
glorious  traditions  of  the  British 
Sen'ice,  why,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  before  he  was  six. 
weeks  Secretary  of  State  for  War^ 
did  he  get  rid  of  five  batteries  of 
Boyal  Horse  Artillery?  The  only 
reason  given  was  because  they  wanted 
the  horses  for  the  military  train.  Sir 
Arthur  Haliburton  says  he  sympathises- 
with  the  long-suffering  taxpayer,  and 
so  do  I.  We  pay  the  War  Office- 
£257,000  a  year  to  destroy  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  Army  and  to  get  rid  of  five 
batteries  of  Horse  Artillery  in  the- 
way  they  did.  How  did  they  get  rid  of 
the  uniforms  of  these  Horse  Artillerists  ? 
They  positively,  when  one  battery 
went  to  bed,  stole  their  uniforms  fromi 
them.  I  have  heard  of  one  Folitioal 
Party  stealing  the  clothes  of  another- 
Political  Party  while  they  were- 
bathing,  but  I  never  heard  before  of 
a  War  Office  Department  stealmg  the- 
uniforms  of  their  men  when  asleep  in 
their  barrack  rooms.  It  reminds  me  of 
Mr.  O'Brien's  breeches  at  Tultamore  I  I 
want  to  know  whether  we  are  to  go  on 
damping  that  cold-blooded  courage- 
whi^  is  predominant  in  the  British 
race  and  m  the  British  Army?  W» 
should  recollect  the  words  the  great 
Napoleon  exclaimed  as  the  sun  waa 
setting  on  the  bp^ttle  field  of  Waterloo  : 
"  Those  English,  they  never  know 
when  they  are  beaten."  I  say  tha 
War  Office  should  turn  over  a  new 
leaf,  and  try  to  make  itself  moca  ia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Supply— Army         {10  Junb,  1893}       EaHfuates,  1893-3.  770 


son  with  the  feelings  not  only  of 
country,  but  of  the  Army  itself, 
1  you  would  then  have  no  difficulty 
Eiterer  in  getting  a  sufficient  number 
recruits  to  serve  under  the  Union 
k. 

B.28.)  Snt  HENBY  TTLEB  (Great 
rmouth) :  I  think  we  are  much  in- 
ited  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
^  for  the  many  improvements  he  ha& 
ried  out  since  he  has  held  that 
ition,  and  I  do  not  join  with  the 
>le  Lord  who  has  spoken  last  in 

wholesale  denunciations  of  the 
oartment.  But  I  do  think  that  the 
ition  of  the  British  soldier  should 
improved.  We  all  know  that  the 
ruitinff  sergeant  has  to  compete 
itinoaJiy  with  the  labour  mar&et; 
I  as  wages  of  late  have  improved  in 
ry  branch  of  industry,  I  think  the 
tish  soldier  should  share  in  that 
ance.  I  quite  agree  with  the  gallant 
3er  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 

should  take  young  men  into  the 
ks.  After  enlisting  these  young 
1,  We  should  not  only  train  them 
sfnlly,  but  also  feed  them  properly, 
ftuse  we  can  never  convert  them 
I  able  soldiers  unless  they  are 
iciently  fed  as  well  as  thoroughly 
led.  I  therefore  ask  the  Secretary 
State  for  War  to  re-oondder  the 
>le  question,  with  a  view  to  making 
soldiers  as  efficient  as  they  possibly 

be  made,  for  we  have  in  this 
Qtry  the  very  best  material,  if  only 
I  properly  handled. 

lOtice  taken,  that  forty  Members 
e  not  present ;  Committee  counted, 
forty    Members    being  found 
ient, 

[b.    McDonald  camebon 

ck,  Ac.) :  I  join  with  hon.  Members 
relcoming  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
.  E.  Stanhope)  on  his  recovery  from 
recent  illness.  Having  taken  con- 
rable  interest  in  Army  matters,  I 
!h  regret  the  condition  of  the  Army, 
1  at  home  and  abroad ;  but  wherever 
lave  been  I  have  heard  unani- 
18  expressions  of  approval  of 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  methods  of. 
nning  the  Army.  He  has  not,  how- 
',  been  able  to  do  as  much  in  that 
ction  as  is  desired.  I  wish  to  call 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
I  to  the  promise  made  several  years 


ago  with  regard  to  those  who  took  up' 
commissions  in  the  Militia  with  the 
intention  of  subsequent  admission  into 
the  Begular  Army.  Last  year  five  com-  ' 
missions  were  offered  in  March  and  fiv& 
in  September ;  but  this  year  I  believe^ 
the  War  OfRoe  issued  an  Order  that 
only  two  commissions  would  be  ^ven 
in  March  this  year  and  two  io; 
September,  and  that  then  the  commis- 
sions will  finish.  This  is  exceedingly 
hard  on  those  parents  who  have- 
engaged  their  sons  in  a  course  of  pre- 
paration, and  fulfilled  the  other  condi- 
tions of  the  Service ;  and  therefore  I 
should  like  the  'right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  promise  that  he  will  extend  these- 
commissions  until  March  next,  so  that 
those  who  accepted  the  terms  offered 
may  be  enabled  to  complete  the  re- 
quired fifteen  months'  service.  With 
regard  to  the  Army  itself,  I  eigree  with 
the  hon .  Member  for  South  East 
Durham  (Sir  Henrj'  Havelock-Allan)- 
that  so  long  as  you  go  tinkering  away 
on  the  old  lines  no  great  good  will  re- 
sult. We  spend  millions  per  year  for- 
the  purpose  of  making  the  Army  effi- 
cient, and  yet  the  bluest  authoritiea- 
tell  us  that  this  money  will  do  nothing^ 
towards  efficiency.  I  hear  this  wherever 
I  go.  While  it  is  true  that  the  regi- 
ments which  go  to  India  are  composed 
of  excellent  and  splendid  men,  when  I 
see  these  boys  of  seventeen  and 
eighteen  years  of  age  at  home,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are 
not  fit  for  service  abroad.  And  I  cer- 
tainly think  that  a  country  like  ours,, 
with  territorj' all  over  the  world,  shoulct 
be  prepared  to  defend  its  possessions^, 
but  that  cannot  be  done  without  a 
thoroughly  efficient  Army.  I  was. 
lately  at  Singapore,  and  saw  what  had 
been  done  in  reference  to  the- 
protection  of  our  coaling  stations  there 
and  at  Aden,  and  so  far  nothing  could 
be  more  satisfactory  than  the  work 
carried  out.  We  are,  however,  simply 
on  the  fringe  of  the  question.  This  is 
a  great  trading  nation,  and  we  must 
protect  its  interests  or  face  retrogression 
to  the  position  of  a  fifth  or  sixth  rate= 
Power.  How  can  we  meet  this  ques- 
tion ?  You  have  made  education  in 
this  country  compulsory,  and  you  have- 
made  it  free.  And  are  the  people  to- 
receive  all  these  benefits  from  th& 
Exchequer  and  to  give  nothing  in 
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return  ?  This  may  be  considered  a 
Tory  speech,  but  itmustbe  remembered 
^at  this  country  is  no  longer  in  the 
^sition  of  forty  years  ago.  Then  we 
vj^ere  without  a  rival ;  but  we  have  now 
^  compete  with  other  nations  in  every 
$art  of  the  world.  Conditions  in  this 
respect  have  altogether  changed  in 
recent  years,  and  therefore  it  is  surely 
nnse  that  we  should  be  prepared  at  any 
jnoment  to  protect  the  rights  of  this 
^eat  Empire  which  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  forefathers.  What 
■are  you  going  to  have  in  return  for  free 
education?  Surely  you  must  have 
i0Omething  in  return  &om  a  man  who 
]^  been  educated  at  the  expense  of  his 
«0uutry.  The  Empire  has  a  right  to  his 
aorvices.  I  would  like  to  say,  as  the 
hon.  Baronet  said,  that  with  this  free 
education  you  ought  to  have  associated 
the  means  of  educating  the  youth  of 
this  country  to  arms,  so  that  in  the 
«Tent  of  outbreak  or  conflict  in  Europe 
jou  could  call  upon  men  perfectly  fitted 
to  take  the  field.  I  think  if  this  ques- 
were  brought  before  the  country, 
Apd  the  country  were  made  aware 
our  enormous  responsibility,  the 
patriotism  and  desire  to  maintain  first 
position  would  cause  the  people  to 
■accept  any  obligation  of  this  sort  which 
jnight  be  placed  upon  them.  At  the 
present  moment  there  are  millions  of 
men  under  arms  in  Europe,  and  it 
mast  be  obvious  to  any  man  of  expe- 
rience that  under  our  present  Army 
system,  and  our  present  Hmited  re- 
^sources,  we  could  not  cope  with  a  great 
European  war.  The  result  would  be 
painic ;  Parliament  would  again  be 
appealed  to  for  money,  and  it  would  be 
granted ;  the  old  blundering  would  be 
<!ommitted,  and  the  money  would  be 
wasted.  Some  believe  that  if  we  had  a 
strong  Navy  and  continued  to  build 
/ships  the  nation  would  be  safe.  That, 
however,  is  a  serious  error.  While 
<jontineDtal  nations  maintain  large 
Armies,  we  also  should  have  a  strong 
and  efiScient  Army  ready  to  move  at 
^ay  moment.  But  I  understand  fvom 
«perts  that  we  cannot  turn  out  three 
jbig  Army  Corps ;  and  under  the  present 
dishonest  and  unfair  system  of  recruit- 
ing we  never  shall  get  such  an  Army. 
The  present  system  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  it 
-ffiust  be  remedied.  You  may  do  all  you 

Jlfr.  McDonald  Cameron 


can,  chipping  here  and  there,  but  there 
will  never  De  perfect  improrement 
until  you  completely  change  your 
system.  No  matter  what  Qovermnent 
is  in  Office  you  will  have  to  face  this 
question,  and  you  will  have  to  face  it 
simply  on  the  lines  suggested;  and 
the  sooner  it  is  so  faced  the  better  will 
it  be  for  the  interests  of  the  Empire. 

*Mb.  EDWARD  STANHOPE :  May  1 
just  answer  the  specific  question  which 
the  hon.  Member  put  to  me  with  regard 
to  more  commissions?  That  is  a  point 
already  under  consideration,  and 
although  as  the  hon.  Member  knows  I 
have  made  some  concessions,  I  vrill  see 
whether  further  concessions  cannot  be 
made  during  next  year.  I  would  rather 
not  pronounce  any  opinion  now.  I, 
however,  think  there  is  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  for  the  case  put  forward,  and  I 
will  carefully  consider  it  and  see 
whether  something  further  cannot  be 
done. 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) ;  We  have  had  an  excellent  Tory 
speech  from  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
I  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  the  hon. 
Oentteman  who  has  just  spoken  (Mr, 
McDonald  Cameron)  horn  below  the 
Gangway  represents  to  any  extent  the 
feeling  of  this  side  with  regard  to  the 
duty  that  devolves  upon  the  citizens  of 
this  country  to  serve  in  the  Army 
simply  because  we  have  free  education. 
The  people  have  paid  out  of  their  own 
pockets  for  the  free  education  they  are 
enjoying ;  and  1  do  not  see  that  that 
involves  the  duty  of  being  called  upon 
to  serve  either  in  the  Army  or  the  Navy, 
or  any  duty  beyond  that  of  paying  pro- 
portionately as  taxpayers.  It  seems  to 
me  that  our  position  has  proved  to  be 
superior  to  that  of  Continental  nations 
by  the  position  in  which  British  trade 
stands  to-day  as  compared  with  those 
countries  where  the  males  are  com- 
pelled to  serve  for  a  time.  We  are 
holding  our  own  in  the  markets  of  the 
world,  because  of  our  freedom  from 
compulsory  service ;  and  as  regards 
Germany,  with  all  its  advantages  and 
all  its  native  power  and  force,  we  are 
able  to  hold  our  own.  And  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  Germans,  I  believe 
this  is  because  they  have  compulsory 
service  and  we  have  it  not.  What  doefl 
compulsory  service  mean?  It  means 
taking  the  youth  of  the  country  just  at 
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hat  period  before  manhood  when  they 
lan  best  leam  the  handicraft^  of  the 
ountry.  This  is  eBsentially  a  trading 
lonununity ;  and  to  take  away  from  the 
lacdicrafts  of  this  country  our  youths 
knd  young  men  at  that  period  when  in 
ither  countries  compulsory  service  is 
)b8erv6d  would  be  to  render  possible 
lur  reduction  to  a  third,  fourth,  fifth  or 
ixth  rate  Power  among  the  nations 
if  the  world.  Depend  upon  it,  our  best 
lath  to  pursue  is  to  give  such  ad- 
'tuata^B  as  we  are  able  to  the  young 
nen  who  are  willing  to  serve  in  the 
irmy  or  Navy,  and  not  to  treat 
hem  acurvily  if  they  so  serve. 
!  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this  question 
urther,  but  I  could  not  allow  the 
;peeoh  of  the  hon.  Member  to  pass 
vithout  an  observation,  because  I  think 
he  fact  that  we  have  free  education 
»r  free  anything  else  does  not  carry 
vith  it  any  obligation  that  the  youths 
tf  this  country  shall  be  called  upon  to 
lerve  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Mb.  McDonald  CAMEEON; 
am  sorry  the  hon.  Member 
Disunderstood  me.  I  did  not  mean 
o  advocate  compulsory  service  in 
he  same  sense  as  the  hon.  Member 
egards  it,  because  I  am  sure  the 
iountry  would  not  stand  it.  My 
neaning  is  that  we  should  train  the 
x)ys  and  youths  of  our  Board  schools 
10  that  we  may  have  men  ready  for 
active  service  when  any  emergency 
briaes,  instead  of  having  to  fall  back 
ipon  men  who  have  never  had  a 
ide  in  their  hands. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  had  no  desire  to 
ntervene  in  connection  with  this  Vote 
nnvioualy  to  the  Jingo  speech  of  the 
ion.  Member  for  the  Wick  Burghs  (Mr. 
kfcDonald  Cameron).  I  feel  certain 
hat  the  hon.  Member  does  not  in  any 
vay  represent  the  feelings  of  the 
iadical  Party  or  of  the  people  of  this 
lOuntry  generally  with  regard  to  war.  If 
.  understood  him  correctly,  he  believes 
n  our  being  prepared,  not  only  to 
lefend  ourselves,  but  for  the  purposes 
if  aggressive  warf^  all  over  the  world. 
'.  do  not  think  that  is  the  desire  of  the 
leople  of  this  country  at  all,  and  I  am 
atisfied  that  the  'result  of  free  educa- 
ion,  as  it  is  called — that  is  a  misnomer, 
Mcause  the  people  pay  for  it  them- 
elves,  and,  therefore,  there  is  nothing 
ree  about  it — will  be  to  teach  the 
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rising  generatiof^  ^''^v*  ^^u^u'^^ 
the  Son.  Memb^« 

proper  course  ft        ^^.'^'^  imUioim 

this  country  to"y>f  !* 

assuming  anW  ^f^f^'  ^ 

the  world,  anTs^'        although  hon. 

tory,togoinforarl*»^        "P  ^ 

can  Government^™  ^lu^^t  ^ 

we  should  not  n?^?  }^^y 

Army.    Probably    bnng  coercion  to 

diminish  it.    I  do  ''^'on  Government. 

ing  up  boys  in  Bo.P'^,^"*  Goveranient 

Wehadmuchbette",^^«^^f  P{ 

so  that  they  may  b.  adiumistration 

and  not  murderers  ^^y^  ^ 

Now,  Sir,  I  am      admmistration  of 

future  we  shaU  havt®  ^^emment. 

soldier  what  vrill  1 

week,  instead  of  14a    •  n  .  li-  ■ 

time.    While  we  hai°»1^8^''>»'**>"™^ 

we  ought  to  make 

reasohably  comfortalSON :    I  shoulH 

can  to  enable  themt  hon.  Gentleman 

members  of  society  ,  has  made  to  tWe 

the  Army.    I  see  the  matter  of  title*, 
the    Committee    ha. .  ... 
£40.000.  and  I  shouf*^^'  ^."J^.*"  ^'P^^i 
honl  Gentleman  (Mr.;  ^ty, 
the  Financial  Secret*''  '^^'^^''^^y- 
OfEce  (Mr.  Brodrick)  ^oncesHions,  buL 
\    ■.,   .  the  matter  up  Jiti 

reason  for  that.  tj  j- 1  . 

^=The    FINANCIAL        He  (iul  mt 

TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  ^''^'^ 


Surrey,  Guildford)  :  plurLl 

„    .         ...  lirection,  and  1 

smaUest   vanation    m  j  dical  Depart- 
rations  or  of  forage  mal    .      wi  ,  ■ 
of  difference.    As  the  h     ^^^^^^  ^ 
probably  aware,  the  hai^  .         „^  j,. 
was  not  so  good  as  that  y  i^^^ 
previous  years  and  that'  . 
large  extent,  for  the  ir'^. 
figures  in  the  Estimates  \i 
carefully  considered,  ani     ,  .    -  , 
fixed  at  the  lowest  possibf* J*. 
=:  SiB  WALTER  BABTl 
sex.  North-west)  :  I  hav^^^  "^^^ 
my  right  hon   Fnend  (Mi 
credit  for  what  he  hm  ^>  ^^j^ 

Army,  but  I  am  bound  to  v 
am  exceeding  disappoint!^ 


Of  course, 
ai*e  rathm' 


can  not 

--       8  to  ofli<;erh 
statement.    He oommencec.  ..„„„.  „.l 
,,T  1  •    a  ...  .1  irtuient  wiiu 

"I  have  received  very  little  ^.j^^  Service 
from  the  Report  of  the  Com  Suun' 
was  sorry  to  hear  that  reraaP^j^^  '^^^^^ 
I  think  it  IS  a  very  poor  retu^^ 
to  a  body  of  men  who  have  ei  -itoaethar 
by  every  means  in  their  pow  * 
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jetum?  This  may  \  Report  before 
Tory  speech,  but  it  mme  misapprehen- 
■that  this  country  is  isn  with  reference 
^sition  of  forty  year.  Royal  Highness 
were  without  a  rival  ;ief  in  paragraph 
>to  compete  with  othec  assumed  that  the 
part  of  the  world.  Corities  do  not 
respect  have  altogti  on  which  the 
zeceDt  years,  and  thNo  one  has  said 
.wise  that  we  should  they  did  say  was 
moment  to  protect  i  placed  in  the 
^eat  Empire  whictfit  to  do  the  duty 
■down  to  us  by  our  jre  intended.  My 
Jire  you  going  to  ha  has  said  that  the 
education?  Surety  Lord  Roberts 
something  in  retumits  was  so  casual 
has  been  educated  a  he  could  not  put 
country.  The  Embw  I  will  venture  to 
services.  I  woul^,  like  Lord  Roberts, 
hon.  Baronet  saidj^OOO  of  our  troops 
education  you  oo^nd,  and  who  has 
the  means  of  edr  of  getting  to*  the 
this  country  to  te  matters,  is  the  last 
«ventof  outbreaki  be  accused  of  not 
yon  could  call  up^position  of  recruits, 
■to  take  the  field^o  have  joined  the 
tion  were  brou^e  right  hon.  Gentle- 
And  the  countr  say  that  all  soldiers 
of  our  enormox]  deferred  pay. 
patriotism  and  'RD  STANHOPE: 
position  would  ral  points  already  on 
Accept  any  obli^n  misrepresented,  but 
might  be  placecand  hear  this  added  to 
present  momeninot  say  anythiz^  of  the 
men  under  araaid  was  that  officers 
must  be  obviouti  favour  of  the  abolition 
rience  that  un»y,  whilst  the  private 
■system,  and  oally  went  against  its 
.-sources,  we  cou 

European  wacR  BARTTELOT :  "Well, 
panic  ;  Farlia  say  on  this  point  is  that 
appealed  to  fo:  the  deferred  pay  which 
.Ipranted ;  the  he  savings  bank  and  of 
4J0mmitted,  as  spent  as  soon  as  it  is 
wasted.  Sond  be  obtained,  I  think  it 
strong  Navysh  my  right  hon.  EViend 
.■ships  the  natumber  of  cases  in  which 
however,  is  i  immediately  spent,  and 
Oontinental  left  to  become  waifs  and 
Armies,  we  i  country.  The  Secretary 
And  efficientWar  has  said  that  although 
Any  momenttee  has  made  certain  re- 
•experts  thatons  with  regard  to  in- 
^ig  Army  Gf  he  is  not  pi-epared  to 
dishonest  acm  until  he  has  ascertained 
ing  we  nevetotal  sum  would  be.  In 
The  present  with  this  question  of  pay, 
with  the  sp  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
must  be  ror  the  bills  which  are  posted 

Mr.  ytidUr  Sarttelot 


about  the  country  to  attract  recruits  it 
is  stated  that  they  are  to  receive  a 
certain  amount  of  money.  They  join 
the  Army  believing  they  are  to  receive 
a  shilling  a  day,  but  they  find  that 
every  sort  of  deduction  is  made,  and 
that,  in  short,  they  have  been  taken 
in.  That  is  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  to  be  altered  without  delay.  I 
w&s  very  pleased  to  hear  my  right 
hon.  Friend  say  that  it  is  quite  true 
the  battalions  at  home  should  be  com- 
posed of  the  same  numbers  as  those 
abroad,  and  that  he  would  do  hi» 
best  to  make  them  so,  although  circum- 
stances sometimes  occurred  which  made 
it  impossible  to  do  so.  A  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  stated  that  the  number 
of  battalions  at  home  should  be 
increased  by  ten  instead  of  «x,  bo 
as  to  allow  a  margin  for  small  wars 
and  other  casualties.  We  are  a  great 
nation  ;  we  have  an  enormous  Colonial 
Empire,  and  we  are  bound  to  see  that 
we  are  prepared  for  emergencies  at  all 
times  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  I  was 
also  very  glad  to  hear  my  right  hon. 
Friend  say  that  he  was  determined  to 
improve  the  position  of  the  junior  non- 
commissioned officers.  Nothing  is  more 
necessary  or  required.  Now,  there  is 
a  great  and  growing  demand  that 
soldiers  shall  have  their  old  clothing. 
It  is  sold  to  certain  people,  wad  every- 
one knows  what  it  fetches,  and  I  think 
the  soldier  should  either  have  the 
clothes  himself  or  its  equivalent  money 
value.  My  right  hon.  Friend  has  not 
referred  to  the  question  of  Indian  summer 
clothing.  I  would  point  out  to  him  that 
this  question  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  men ,  because  as  soon  as  they 
are  sent  out  to  India  they  are  at  once- 
subjected  to  stoppages  of  pay  for  it.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
consider  these  points. 
*Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  cannot  refrain 
from  rising  at  once,  because  there  is 
hardly  a  single  statement  I  have  made 
which  has  not  been  misrepresented  by 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Sir  Walter  Barttelot).  In  the  first 
place,  I  should  like  to  say  that  although 
it  is  perfectly  true  that  I  said  I  have 
not  derived  any  particular  assistance 
from  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  still 
it  will  be  recollected  that  I  spoke  at 
great  length  upon  the  Report  in  March 
last.   I  then  expressed  my  obligation 
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o  the  Committee  for  what  they  had 
lone  and  the  great  pains  they  had 
laken  in  the  inquiry.  And  then  my 
i^t  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  has  quite 
nisrepresented  what  I  said  ahout  Lord 
iloberts.  I  never  suggested  that  he 
ras  not  perfectly  able  to  judge  of  the 
'ecruits  that  were  sent  ont  to  serve  in 
he  regiments  in  India.  Of  ooorse  he 
s.  He  is  very  much  better  able  to' 
brm  an  opinion  about  them  on  their 
ht^ival  than  are  any  of  us  at  home.  All 
hat  I  said  was  that  in  India  Lord 
iioberts  was  not  in  a  position  to 
brm  an  opinion  about  the  condition  of 
ihe  labour  market  in  England,  and 
berefore  these  are  matters  on  which 
>hose  in  England  are  better  able  to 
orm  a  jud^ent  than  Lord  Roberts 
iould  in  India.  Then  my  right  hon. 
md  gallant  Friend  also  referred  to 
(he  question  of  deferred  pay,  and  he 
:hallenged  my  statement,  which'  as 
ar  as  I  can  judge  from  the 
sTidence  is  a  perfectly  fair  one,  that  the 
najority  of  the  oflBcers  of  the  Army  are 
n  favour  of  abolishing  deferred  pay, 
vhilst  the  majority  of  the  private 
ioldiers  are  in  favour  of  retaining  it.  It 
s  stated  in  the  evidence  that  the  ques- 
ion  was  nut  to  31,300  Beaerve  men, 
ind  more  man  26,000  expressed  them- 
lelves  very  strongly  m  favour  of 
leferrbd  pay.  My  statement  was, 
herefore,  absolutely  justified.  I  did 
lot  express  any  opinion  on  the  matter, 
>ut  I  stated  as  a  curious  fact  that 
vhilst  the  officers  went  strongly  in  one 
lirection  the  private  soldiers  went  in 
he  opposite.  There  is  only  one  other 
ioint,  and  that  has  reference  to  the 
lea-kit.  I  explained  in  March  last 
;hat  we  had  taken  steps  to  abohsh  the 
)bj6ctionable  deductions  with  regard 
)0  sea-kit,  and  that,  as  this  had  been 
lone  in  full  consultation  with  the  6o- 
renunent  of  India,  a  good  deal  of  time 
^as  occupied. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
nrisb  to  protest,  Sir,  against  the  Jingo 
jpeeches  we  have  heard  to-night  from, 
leveral  hon.  Menders,  and  I  think  this 
Debate  has  gone  on  quite  long  enough, 
rhe  outcome  of  all  the  talk  of  hon. 
SAembers  has  been  that  they  have 
bund  fault  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
:or  War,  who,  to  my  mind,  is  more  to 
w  pitied  than  condemned.  He  has 
jried  to  do  his  feeble  best  in  the  eir- 


cumstances.  If  his  ability  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  position  he  holds  he 
cannot  help  it.  If  all  the  millions 
voted  for  the  Army  have  been  wq^ted  it 
is  the  fault  of  Ihe  system.  I  regard  it 
as  a  deplorable  fact  that  although  hon. 
and  gallant  Members  get  up  in  their 
places  and  complain  of  what  is  done 
or  is  not  done,  yet  they  have  not 
the  manliness  to  bring  coercion  to 
bear  upon  a  Coercion  Government. 
The  history  of  the  present  Government 
will  be  written  in  letters  of  strong 
condemnation,  and  the  administration 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  seems  to  be 
quite  as  bad  as  the  administration  of 
any  other  part  of  the  Gtovemment. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  £290,100,  Medical  Establishment, 

Pay,  &a. 

*Db'.  FARQUHARSON:  I  should 
like  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  the  concessions  he  has  made  to  this 
Department  in  the  matter  of  titles. 
He  went  into  the  matter  with  an  open 
mind  and  with  greut  assiduity,  and 
treated  us  with  great  comtesy.  He 
has  made  considerable  concessions,  but 
I  am  sorry  as  he  took  the  matter  up  he 
did  not  go  the  whole  hog.  He  did  not 
give  the  full  military  title  which  the 
Army  Medical  Department  wanted, 
and  which  similar  Departments  have 
in  other  countries.  Undoubtedly  this 
is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I 
think  eventually  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment will  get  what  it  wants.  What  is 
wanted  is  that  the  doctors  should  have 
military  titles,  which  they  can  use  in 
private  life  or  not  as  they  please.  But 
although  the  present  system  is  not 
ideal  it  will  become  better.  Of  course, 
these  compound  titles  are  rathei* 
cumbrous ;  and  I  understand  it  is  the 
practice  that  military  officei-s  ai-e 
dropping  the  medical  pai-t  of  the  title 
and  addressing  them  by  the  military 
title,  such  titles  as  we  hope  they  wiU 
eventually  get.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  War  why  he  cannot 
give  these  compound  titles  to  officers 
of  the  Army  Medical  Department  who 
have  retired,  but  are  on  the  Service 
list  and  may  be  called  upon.  Some 
people  go  BO  far  as  to  ask  that  these 
titles  should  be  conferred  on  medical 
officers  who  have  retired  altogether. 
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but  I  do  not  know  whether  that  would 
be  desirable.  Still,  a  certain  section 
desire  it.  Then  I  should  like  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  the 
grievance  that  the  period  of  foreign 
serrice  has  been  lengthened  from 
fire  to  six  years.  It  is  a  very  heavy 
tax  on  an  Army  medical  officer  to 
have  to  carry  on  his  difficult  and 
onerous  duties  in  a  tropical  climate. 
It  is  found  in  practice  to  be  very  detri- 
mental to  healtn,  and  many  break  down 
in  consequence.  Why  cannot  the  con- 
cession which  has  been  made  to  the 
officers  of  the  Naval  Medical  Depart- 
ment be  made  to  the  Army  Medical 
De|)artment  ?  Let  them  have  certain 
periods  of  leave  for  study  purposes.  If 
a  medical  officer  comes  nome  after  a 
long  term  abroad  he  should  have  five  or 
six  months  given  to  him  to  study.  He 
might  attend  some  of  the  medical 
schools,  and,  and  as  medical  knowledge 
gi'ows  very  fast,  he  would  find  that  he 
had  much  to  learn  in  order  to  keep 
himself  abreast  of  the  times.  I  think 
a  period  of  leave  for  study  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  Department. 

(10.7.)  Dr.  TANNER:  I  cannot  see 
why  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in 
extending  to  the  Army  what  has 
already  been  ^ven  to  the  Navy.  The 
same  concession  has  been  made  in 
Germany,  Belgium,  and  France.  In 
earlier  life  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
studying  side  by  side  with  surgeons  in 
the  German  Army,  who  were  allowed 
to  go  into  the  medical  schools.  Ithink 
when  we  know  that  this  system  pre- 
vails in  other  countries  our  Government 
should  be  all  the  more  ready  to  give 
attention  to  it.     There  can  be  no 

tuestion  as  to  tbe  advantage  to  be 
erived,  when,  as  we  know,  mediofd 
sdence  advances  not  by  steps  but  by 
boimds ;  and  when  a  man  has  been  on 
n  foreign  station  several  years  he  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  rubbing  up  his 
medical  knowledge  when  he  comes  home. 
This  is  a  matter  of  manifest  importance, 
and  I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  give  to  it  the  attention  it  deserves. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  titles, 
Imust  saylnever  paid  very  much  atten- 
tion to  that.  It  strikes  me  that  if  a 
man  is  proud  of  his  profession  as  he 
ought  to  be  he  will  be  satisfied  with 
his  professional  title ;  and  as  for  prece- 
dence, the  best  precedence  that  a  man 

Dr.  Farquhanon 


can  have  is  that  of  eminence  in  his  pro- 
fession. I  should  Uke  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Army  hospitals  at 
Aldershot  are  in  nothing  short  of  a  dis- 
reputable condition.  You  have  spent 
any  amount  of  money  on  the  mess- 
rooms  and  the  decoration  of  the  mess- 
rooms,  but  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
hospital  for  infectious  cases  at  Aider- 
shot.  There  are  huts,  but  they  are  not 
isolated,  and  are  practically  within  tbe 
lines.  What  would  happen  in  the 
event  of  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  ? 
Both  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
and  in  your  own  Reports  the  state  of 
affairs  has  been  stigmatised  as  it  de- 
serves over  and  over  again.  I  hope 
something  will  be  done  to  remedy  what 
'  is  nothing  short  of  a  disgrace.  Not 
very  long  since  a  disused  schoolroom 
on  the  public  road  was  used  as  an  in- 
fectious hospital,  and  it  is  quite  tim» 
something  was  done  to  put  a  stop  to 
things  of  that  kind. 

*tl013  )  Mr.  BRODRICK:  With 
regard  to  the  last  observ'ations  of  ifae 
hon.  Member  for  Cork,  I  think  he  ia 
:  aware  that  very  considerable  buUdli^ 
operations  are  going  on  at  Aldershot  at 
this  moment.  We  are  quite  avrare 
that  the  hospital  huts  are  not  in  a  con- 
dition that  is  desirable,  and  I  think 
he  knows  that  the  building  at 
Aldershot  is  going  on  as  qmckly 
as  the  contractors  can  push  it.  We 
have  had  two  severe  winters  and  & 
strike  to  contend  with ;  neverthe- 
less, if  the  hon.  Member  can  find  time 
to  go  to  Aldershot  he  will  be  very 
much  surprised  at  the  change  that  has 
been  made  in  two  years.  We  shall 
welcome  the  time  when  the  use  of 
these  wooden  huts  can  be  discontinued, 
and  when  the  new  hticik  building  which  is 
being  bmlt  is  ready.  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  is  no  inten- 
tion of  postponing  this  matter.  On  the 
contrary,  the  work  is  being  pusbed  on 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Db.  TANNER:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
speaks  as  if  this  were  an  old  matter 
which  existed  two  years  agd.  I  can 
bring  proof  that  what  I  have  said  refers  to 
the  last  two  months,  and  I  am  not 
dealing  with  any  old  matter. 

*Mb.  BBODBIGE:  The  transfer  has 
not  yet  been  made,  but  that  cannot  be 
done  till  the  new  building  is  completed. 
We  shall  make  the  transfer  as  qoieUy 

DigitizeO  by  GooqIc 


Supply — Army 


!10  Jl> 


e;,  1892;         FMlimtci^,  1892-3.  7S2 


possible,  and  I  must  say  that  no 
eral  officer  commandiBg  bfts  ever 
hed  on  his  work  with  more  rapiclity, 
1,  aud  eiier^^y  than  Sir  Evelyn  Wood 
dil^yed.  Hib  derotloa  oould  not 
^IbSffli  sozpaBsed  by  sity  maft,  and 
has  Msiatea  the  War  Ofi^  in  every 
Bible  way  over  this  work,  ftomo- 
1^  has  been  said  bv  the  hon.  Mem- 
far  Abcrdcenahii!'.  (Dr.  Farquhar- 
)  lind  th(!  lion,  lleinber  for  Cork 
-.  Tanner)  with  respect  to  attendance 
iit'dical  schools  after  long  teruia  of 
sipi  s^rrviee.  This  is  a  subject  of 
ie  importance,  wr)^.  VOfipeot  to 
ich  there  should  be  sOme  inquir^^ 
i  my  right  hoo.  Fnmd  (Mr. 
^hope)  la  qoite  isrepared  to  give  the 
tter  ereiry  ixmaioen^iixa.  With 
pact  to  the  term  of  lorel^wanrioe, 
^t  ia  ondonbtedLy  long  in  Siisme  ce^b, 
is  the  case  in  other  departments, 
;  tbat  is  inevitable,  and  we  ci:uld 
i  decrease  the  tiiiic  without-  larfl;ely 
rtttsin^  the  numbt-r  of  inedical 
Cera.  I  think  the  hnii.  Gentleman 
1  scarcely  expect  me  to  raise  the 
!stion  of  compound  titles  now.  The 
eet  of  these  titles,  wbioh  have  given 
agneh  eati^ftatuni,  wu  to  give  each 
oer  proper  authority  and  statoB  in. 
I  rogimwit.  Thait  WdW  feooohes 
ofira  on  tha  retired  Liat,  aiul  I  do  not 
5w  tbat  t%ere  any  precedent  for 
in^  to  otlicfMf^  -^iibsequeDt  to  their 
irement  tlir;  haiiic  advantEigea  which 
given  to  officei-s  on  the  activt;  list. 
m.GO.)  Lieutenant  General  Sik 
i-^.l  )KHlCK  i-'ITZWYGRAM  :  1 
luld  like  to  support  what  has  ftkeady 
in  pressed  upon  the  Secretary  of  State 
r.  E.  Stanhope)  with  respect  to  op- 
-tunitiea  for  study  being  given  to 
dical  offioera  who  havo  been  on 
sign  flervioe.  Ko  goiS  ifffto  knoura 
^thing  of  medical  wianoe  oan  be 
orant  of  the  fact  that  a  man  who 
i  been  away  fruni  the  country  for  six 
Lt'M  ijet'i  beliindhiind.  mid  I  think  it 
cry  n-iisiitiablc  that  men  who  return 
\ii',v.x'  i\KiL-x  such  an  ahaenca  should 
allo\^('d  tn  iittt-nd  th«['«^0Ci9'fQr  &ix 
inths  on  full  pay.. 

^ote  agreed  to. 

).  £635,000,  Wb^.  ft^  Al> 
ranees. 

.  £74,400,  Yeoma^  ^smby,  Pay 
I  ABcnranoBB. 


5.  £781,500,  Volmiteer  Corps,  Pay 
and'Allowaii^M. 

•(10,23.) Mb.  EDWARD  STANHOPE; 
I  wish  toavail  niyi$elf  of  thisopporttmity 
to  make  one  statement  with  E^gfi^  tfV> 
the  Volunteer  force,  wbi(^  X  tMldt 
will  be  of  interest.  I  have  before  litiw 
iatimated  that  it  was  tiiy  anxious  deaij  e 
to  take  erery  stap  in  my  |)ower  to 
encourage  Volunteer  officers  to  enter 
the  Seivice  aud remain  in  it.  Onestep 
that  I  have  endeavoui  f^d  to  take— anrT 
I  hope  it  will  he  carried  out  before  any 
very  long  time  has  elapsed — is  to  aeouTO- 
their  exemption  from  jury  servioe. 
There  is  one  other  matter  which  ttie- 
oially  ftroJiee  tp  Yolpaibeer  offioers,  bnt 
£  Wkat  it  to  btf  ^iHtoUy  ondenrtood 
that  it  dbee  mat  f^^^  non-oom- 
mlBBioned  offieen  privates.  Their- 
case  is  not  at  all  the  Bame  as  thp  cr'^ 
of  the  Volunteer  ofheers,  The  olTicers, 
have^  to  give  n  deal  of  their  time 

anrl  of  their  itione\'  to  tlie  woi  k,  and 
they  are  theroforu  speciatly  depiorving 
of  BucDura^^^emtiit  and  recognition. 
Accordingly  I  have  proposed  to  Her 
Majesty,  and  Her  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  approve,  that  a 
-ape«ial  decoration  9hoi:dd  be  panted  to 
vdtmteet  officers.  Her  Majesty,  in  ^ 
preambts  of  the  Warrant  which  will 
shortly  be  issued,  states  that  her  desire 
ia  to  reward  the  long  and  meritnriouF: 
'services  of  Voltmteer  officers  of  proved 
[japaeity  in  Her  Majesty's  A'nhmteer 
Forces.  Tlie  uieans  by  wliitli  we  pro- 
post;  to  iLttaiii  that  end  is  to  institute 
a  decoration  which  shall  not  be  a 
medal  in  order  to  distinguish  it 
entirely  from  those  decorations  giTan 
to  soldiers  of  the  Regular  Army 
for  service  in  the  field.  But  it  wifi 
be  a  Bpwriat  dectoration,  wbioh  every 
person  will  be  entitled  to  reoeiTO 
wboat  the  time  of  receiving  it  is  actually 
holding  a  commiasion  in  the  Volunteer 
Force  aud  has  served  for  twentv 
consecutive  years  as  a  conmiifiBioned 
ofTicer,  and  who  in  duly  certitied  by  the 
district  military  nuthonty  as  an  efficient 
and  thoroughly  capable  otiioer.  Wo 
believe  that  decoration  will  be  an  en* 
couragement  to  Volunteer  ofiicera;  and 
I  hope  it  will,  to  a  great  extent^  remove 
thi^  feeling  of  want  of  reeoeoitiDn. 
linen  in  oae  other  point.  It  will 
lwl»un%  be  imggaated:  Why  bttte ytm 
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^ven  this  decoration  only  to  Volunteer 
officers  and  not  toofficers  of  the  MiUtia? 
1  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that 
tlie  officers  of  the  MiUtia  desire 
specially  to  be  connected  with  the 
officers  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  they 
would  look  with  jealousy  upon  any 
•decoration  which  would  specially 
separate  them  in  any  particular  from 
#w  officers  of  the  Army.  Had  it  been 
•ol^rwise  I  should  certainly  have  been 
not  at  all  indispoaed  to  recommend 
that  they  should  nave  the  same  decoi-a- 
tion,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
announce  that  Her  Majesty  is  pi-epared 
tu  give  this  proposal  her  gracious 
sanction. 

=(10.27.)  Colonel  HUGHES  (Wool- 
vioh) :  I  gather  that  Volunteer  officers 
^jt  twenty-five  or  twenty-eight  years' 
-AtitiBiding  who  may  have  retired  a  year 
•or  eighteen  mouths  ago  will  not  have 
this  decoration.    I  think  this  will  give 
iim  to  some  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
i.Mer  officers  who  may  not  now  be 
h'.i  ving  that  a  distinction  of  this  vei-y 
gratifying  character  should  he  given 
only  to  those  who  may  now  be  serving, 
whilst  other  officers  may  have  served 
much  longer  than  twenty  yeare.  I  feel 
that  there  is  somethiug  wanting  in  the 
way  of  recognition  of  past  sei*vices. 

( 10.28.)  Mr.  PICTON  (Uicester) : 
Tlifi  right  hon.  Gentlenian  commenced 
with  a  statement  about  exemption  from 
juiy  service,  and  then  mentioned  this 
-decoration.  Do  I  understand  that  this 
•^ti^ration  will  oairy  the  exemption  ? 

«Mb.  STANHOPK  :  The  two  pro- 
posals are  totally  distinct.  The  ex- 
i.iiiption  from  jury  service  is,  as  I  have 
miid,  a  matter  which  will  have  to  be 
ilealt  with  by  legislation,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  intimated  his  readiness 
ui  initiate  that  legislation.  But  the 
two  proposals  are  totally  distinct,  and 
tibi^t  decoration    will  not  oury  ex- 

-entption. 

{10.29.)  Mk.  TOMUNSON  (Pres- 
ton) :  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
very  important  subject  of  efficiency  of 
ovir  Volunteer  officers  has  been  re- 
i-civing  attention  from  the  War  Office, 
;iik1  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  exemption 
from  jury  service  will  be  felt  by  miuiy 
to  be  a  substantial  recognition  of  the 

•apices  rendered  by  Volunteer  officers. 

'■iVI^h  respect  to  the  twenty  years' 

2ir.  Edward  Stanhope 


service,  I  do  npt  think  any  very  large 
number  of  officers  will  be  able  to  claim 
the  decoration,  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  in  the  interests  of  the  Force  that  it 
is  desirable  that  the  number  should  be 
large.  What  we  want  in  the  Volunteer 
Force  is  not  long  and  continuous 
service,  but  a  succession  of  -young  men 
able  to  work,  ready  to  fill  the  places  of 
the  older  officers.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  step  may  tend  to  produce 
efficiency  in  the  Volunteer  Service. 
There  appears  to  be  a  certain  want  of 
interest  in  the  management  of  the  corps 
by  the  young  men  of  the  towns,  and  1 
sometimes  think  that  that  is  not  alto- 
gether due  to  defective  interest  on  their 
part  so  much  as  discouragement  -you 
the  part  of  their  parents  and  guardians. 
I  know  instances  where  they  have  been 
keep  back  by  their  parents  and  guai- 
dians  on  the  score  of  the  expense.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  do  something  with  r^ard  U* 
It  in  the  way  of  a  sort  of  sumptuary 
law  to  check  the  "swagger"  of  some  of 
the  Volunteer  officers.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  wearing  silver  lace ;  I 
know  it  is  not  required  by  the  regula- 
tions, but  indirect  pressure  is  put  upon 
the  officers  to  bear  greater  expenses 
than  are  necessary'  under  the  regula- 
tions. 

(10.32.)  COLONRL  NOLAN  :  In  this 
decoration  a  new  pi-inciple  is  introduced 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
Where  is  there  an  Order  confined  to 
officers  ?  I  have  known  of  an  Order 
restricted  to  the  men,  and  they  did  not 
value  it  much  because  the  officers  were 
excluded  from  it.  The  officers  often 
have  more  money  than  the  men  in  the 
ranks,  and  that  accounts  for  them 
being  officers;  but  I  do  not  think  a 
decoration  should  be  introduced  for 
them  only.  It  is  unmilitary. '  and 
draws  a  distinction  between  officem 
and  men.  There  might  be  grades  in 
the  Order,  and  the  officers  might 
reoeive  a  higher  grade  than  the  men, 
hut  both  should  be  included  in  the 
Order.  I  do  not  see  on  what  principle 
the  Government  have  gone  in  the 
matter  unless  it  is  that  the  officers 
have  spent  a  certain  sum  of  money  on 
the  corps.  The  men  are,  perhaps,  not 
able  to  contribute  to  the  same  extent, 
and|  therefore,  it  looks  very  much  like 
buying  a  decoration.   I.  would  stron^y 
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xtmmend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
ar  to  re-coDsider  the  matter. 

Mb.  STANHOPE:  The  object  of 
e  distinction  is  this :  Many  Volun- 
)r  privates  are  practically  paid  for  at- 
idance  in  camp,  and  their  attendances 
drill  are  often  very  infrequent.  The 
ioers,  on  the  other  hand,  have  to  give 
>  an  enormoos  amount  of  time  and 
aasore  for  the  performanoe  of  their 
ities,  and  if  there  is  any  service 
lieh  deserves  special  recognition  it  is 
at  of  Volunteer  officers. 

\£b.  MOBTON  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
e  right  hon.  Gentleman  why,  if  the 
icers  are  to  be  exempted  from  jury 
i-vice,  the  men  should  not  have  the 
me  encouragement  to  give  up  their 
ne  to  the  corps.  As  regards  the 
edal,  I  confess  I  cannot  understand 
It  appears  that  officers  are  to  receive 
after  twenty  years'  continuous  scr- 
ee, but  I  am  afraid  that  there  are  not 
any  officers  who  are  able  to  give 
renty  years'  continuous  service, 
lere  is  great  dissatisfaction  in  the 
untry  at  the  position  of  the  Volun- 
ers.  They  are  continually  snubbed 
'  the  Horse  Guards ;  the  officers  and 
en  have  to  bear  large  expense,  and 
imetimes  outsiders  have  to  contribute, 
I  that  the  corps  may  be  kept  up.  In 
y  opinion  that  expense  ought  to  be 
>me  by  the  ooontry.  I  see  there  are 
ro  hundred  thousand  efficient  Volun- 
ers,  which  shows  that  considerable 
terest  is  taken  in  the  Service  by  the 
untry,  and  I  think  when  we  have 
ese  men  and  officers  for  the  good  of 
e  country  they  ought  not  to  be  called 
K>n  to  pay  anything  out  of  pocket, 
tie  House  of  Commons  is  not  doing  its 
ity  in  allowing  anything  of  the  kind, 
notice  under  this  Vote  there  is  a  re- 
iciion  of  about  £4,000  in  the  grant 
r  great-ooats,  oad  I  there  is 
BO  a  reduction  in  the  item  of 
avellinff  expenses.  I  should  like  to 
low  why  this  is.  "We  owe  a  great 
»al  to  the  Volunteers,  and  the 
ovemment  and  the  House  of  Com- 
ons  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  them- 
Ives  if  they  any  longer  allow  the 
Boers  and  men  to  pay  money  out  of 
tckit  to  keep  up  the  Service  which 
fo  the  good  of  tne  country. 

VOL.  V.  [rOUBTH  BBBIES.] 


Mr.  noble  (Hastings):  If  my 
right  hon.  Friend  is  unable  to  say  that 
the  Order  shall  be  extended  to  the 
privates,  I  would  ask  if  he  is  not  able 
to  extend  it  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  Secretary  for  War  said 
that  the  officers  gave  up  a  large  amount 
of  time.  No  doubt  they  do ;  but  the 
time  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
is  of  a  great  deal  more  value  to  them 
than  the  time  of  the  commissioned 
officers  is  to  them  ;  and  the  efficiency 
of  a  corps  is  often  as  much  dependent 
on  the  exertions  of  the  non-com 
missioned  officers  as  on  those  of  the 
commissioned  officers.  If  the  Order 
could  be  extended  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  it  would  be  greatly 
appreciated,  as  showing  that  the  ser- 
vices they  render  to  the  country  are 
recognised. 

*Me.  STANHOPE:  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  accept  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  have  based  this  deco- 
ration entirely  on  the  precedent  of  the 
Distinguished  Service  Order  in  the 
Begular  Army,  which  is  given  only  to 
officers,  and  not  to  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates. 

Mb.  PICTON  :  There  are  differetices 
between  the  Volunteers  and  the 
B^ular  Army.  The  former  are  a 
Citizen  Army,  and  though,  of  course, 
there  must  be  a  distinction  between 
officers  and  men  when  on  parade,  in 
other  respects  they  should  be  trested 
alike.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
a  somewhat  unfortunate  remark  when 
he  said  the  officers  gave  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  money.  We  own  that 
they  give  up  the  time,  but  I 
do  not  think  when  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State  is  concerned 
we  ought  to  say  anything 'about  the 
money.  I  do  not  tlunk  money  spoit 
by  rich  men  is  any  reason  for  giving 
them  a  special  distinction  as  compared 
with  a  poorer  man.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  some  Volunteer 
privates  are  paid ;  they  are  not  paid  by 
the  State,  but  by  private  subscription, 
and  I  believe  that  some  corps  subscribe 
topaywell-qualifiedofficers.  Ideprecate 
the  introduction  of  any  kind  of  distinc- 
ction  between  officers  and  men  as  regards 
recognition  by  the  State.  With  regard 
to  the  suggestion  that  all  Volanteen 
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should  be  exempt  from  jnry  service,  I 
think  there  is  a  great  dajsger  in  a  wide 
exemption.  There  are  already  many 
exemptions,  and  if  200,000  more  are  to 
be  added  at  once  to  the  list  the  work 
of  serving  on  juries  will  press  increas- 
in^y  on  working  men.    I  have  little 

rpathy  with  tbe  soggestion.  I  hope 
ri^t  hon.  GentloDBD  viU  re-con- 
sider  me  qnestion  of  the  decoration,  and 
that  officers  and  privatM  will  be  placed 
on  an  equality  in  the  matter. 

Db.  TANNER:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tvoposes  to  create  a  sordid 
distinction  oetween  officers  and  men 
in  ^OB  Volonteers,  and  I  ^ink  he  ought 
not  to  set  up  class  di^nctions.  There 
will  be  considerable  disappointment 
when  it  is  found  that  the  officers  are  to 
receive  a  decoration  while  the  men  are 
not,  on  the  ground  that  the  men  are 
paid  while  the  officers  are  not  paid. 
The  officers  devote  considerable  time  to 
the  Service,  but  they  do  it  because  they 
enjoy  doing  it.  The  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  making  a  signal  mistake  if  he 
gives  the  officers  a  distinction,  while  the 
privates  who  leave  their  trade  or  busi- 
ness to  do  the  drills  and  so  on  are  left 
oat. 

Mb.  BBODBIGK  :  A  year  ago  the 
Government  offered  a  grant  of  two 
shillings  per  man  towards  the  purchase 
of  great-coats  for  the  Volunteers  by 
the  corps  themselves,  or  gave  them  the 
option  of  having  the  coato  supplied  by 
the  GoT^nment.  The  vast  majority 
of  the  corps  decided  to  accept  the 
latter  method,  and  something  like 
150,000  great-coats  have  been  given,  at 
a  cost  of  about  £100,000.  So  many 
out  of  the  total  having  been  already 
supplied,  the  Vote  was,  of  course,  re- 
duced. The  Vote  for  travelling  ex- 
pensBB  is  reduced,  but  the  amount  of 
tiie  lednction  will  be  found  to  be  added 
to  the  expenses  in  connection  with 
eamps. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  IthinktheSecretaryofState 
for  War  was  unjust  to  the  Volunteers 
when  he  gave  as  his  reason  for  the 
men  not  being  able  to  earn  the  decora- 
tion that  they  were  paid. 

Mb.  STANHOPE :  I  said  they  were 
paid  when  in  camp. 
Mr,  pKton 


Mb.  O'BRIEN :  The  point  I  want 
to  make  is  this :  The  rank  and  file 
the  Volunteers  have  sacrificed  much 
more  of  their  earnings  than  they  e\'^r 
get  back  for  attending  drill  on  certain 
occasions.  Many  of  them  who  are 
engaged  in  factories  and  workshops 
during  the  day  give  up  many  of 
their  evenings  to  attend  driU» 
while  in  general  the  officers  artt 
young  gentlemen  who  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  and  whose  parents  get  them 
into  the  Volunteers  to  keep  uiem  out 
of  mischief.  I  think  it  is  a  bad  prin> 
ciple  to  introduce  a  distinction  between 
officers  and  men  in  the  matter  of  the 
decoration.  I  hope,  even  yet,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  may  see  his  way  to 
extend  the  Order  to  the  men  as  a 
reward  for  merit  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Volunteer  Service. 

*SiB  HENRY  HAVELOCK-ALLAN: 
Hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  up  the  supply 
of  Volunteer  officers,  considerable  ex- 
pense being  attached  to  the  post ;  and 
if  the  Se^^tary  for  War  {nnposes  to 
reward  the  officers  and  men  by  giving 
them  a  decoration,  he  does  not  intend  to 
make  any  distinction  between  them.  I 
understand  that  the  men  already  re- 
ceive a  badge  for  long  service. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  If  the  Secretary 
for  War  will  get  up  again  KaA  exphun 
what  he  intends  to  do,  we  shall  not 
have  other  speeches  like  that  we  have 
just  heard. 

Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich) : 
The  privates  have  a  badge  for  five 
years'  service ;  they  have  a  decoration^ 
and  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  fills  up  a  gap. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Now,  I  under* 
stand.  The  private  gets  a  badge  on 
his  arm,  a  stripe  like  a  good  conduct 

stripe. 

Colonel  HUGHES :  With  a  star. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  That  is  a  badge^ 
and  not  a  decoration.  A  cross  or  decora- 
tion is  very  much  prized,  and  the  men 
would  be  very  proud  to  wear  it  if  the 
officers  also  had  it.  The  Secretary  for 
War  is  making  a  most  Indiorons  die* 
tiuction. 
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Dr.  TANNEB:  I  think  we  might 
ve  some  further  exphination  froiti 
3  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Is  the 
;ht  non.  Gentleman  going  to  face 
3  General  Election,  after  having  con- 
red  this  distinctive  badge  upon  the 
imbers  of  a  particular  class,  simply 
cause  the  officers  spend  money  which 
3y  have  to  spend,  and  because  the 
m  do  not  spend  it  as  they  do  not 
ve  it  to  spend  ?  I  say  this  is  one  of 
B  most  invidious  distinctions.  I  do 
t  stigmatise  it  too  strongly  when  I 
aracterise  it  as  a  sordid  distinction, 
lich  will  very  soon  get  such  a  recep- 
»n  at  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the 
imtry  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nn  very  little  thinks  of.  He  has  not 
nsidered  this  matter ;  and  I  really 
ink  at  the  present  time  that  he  would 
t  very  wisely  if  he  got  up  in  his  place 
jdng,  that  as  he  has  been  beaten  in 
^ment  on  this  particular  point,  he 
>uld  withdraw  his  scheme  of  stripes 
d  decorations,  and  hold  it  over  imtil 
other  Government  came  into  power 
tter  qualified  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
that  way  he  would  relieve  himself 
>m  responsibility,  and  relieve  those 
icers  m>m  a  certain  amount  of 
ium. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

6.  £639,700,  Transport  and  Re- 
)unt8. 

(11.1.)  Mb.  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
ksingstoke) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
n.  Gentleman  from  what  source  the 
rses  are  drawn,  for  which  a  sum  of 

4,000  is  asked  in  the  Vote  ? 

(11.2.)  Mb.  EDWARD  STANHOPE : 
te  horses  come  from  various  sources, 
ley  are  carefully  selected.  A  large 
mber  of  them  are  riding  horses  for 
,valry  purposes.  The  animals  are  all 
aroughly  efficient  for  the  purposes 
*  which  they  are  intended. 

(11.3.)  Db.  TANNER:  I  wish  to 
k  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  some 
brmation  relative  to  the  ships  in  use 

the  means  of  transport  for  Her 
i.jesty'8  troops.   I  see  there  is  a  ship 

nse  called  the  "  As^stanoe."  I 
xdlect  that  in  1^  a  Debate  took 
ice  in  this  House  in  reference  to  this 
isel,  which  was  then  strongly  oon- 
mned  as  being  absolutely  unsea- 
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"worthy.  1  had  an  opportunity  of  going  • 
over  her  on  many  occasiQns ;  and  I 
had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  her  for  the 
last  thirty  years  constantly  coming  into 
Queenstown  Harbour,  and  she  was 
always  in  a  state  of  disrepair.  I  would 
really  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlman 
whether  some  steps  will  not  be  taken 
to  try  and  get  good,  respectable,  sea- 
worthy, decent  ships  for  the  conveyance 
of  troops  instead  of  a  superannuated 
class  of  vessel  like  the  "  Assistance." 

(11.5.)  Colonel  NOLAN:  I  really 
think  there  might  very  properly  be  a 
reduction  of  about  £100,000  effected  on 
the  item  for  transport.  The  fact  is, 
that  is  one  of  the  poUcies  of  the  War 
Office.  I  do  not  say  this  Government 
is  responsible  for  it,  because  it  has  been 
going  on  always.  There  has  been  a 
positive  mania  for  moving  troops  about 
from  place  to  place,  which  has  caused 
great  discomfort,  and  put  the  ^married 
men  to  considerable  expense  and 
worry.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  a  Vote 
which  might  be  cut  down  by,  say, 
£100,000  without  hurting  anyone, 
except,  perhaps,  the  Railway  Com- 
panies. 

(11.6.)  Mr.  BEODRICK:  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  may  be 
assured  that  there  is  no  disposition 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
War  OflBce  to  move  troops  about 
from  place  to  place  unnecessarily. 
I  would  remind  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  that  ver>'  considerable  re- 
ductions were  made  in  this  Vote  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  when  he  took  office. 
The  amount  asked  for  tha  transport  of 
troops  is  almost  entirely  made  up,  or 
very  largely  made  up,  of  railway  ex- 
penses for  deserters,  men  in  distress, 
escorts,  and  so  forth. 

(11.7.)  Colonel  NOLAN:  This 
question  of  deserters  does  not  much 
mend  the  matter.  The  more  hon. 
Members  look  into  the  question  the 
more  clearly  they  will  find  that  this 
item  for  tnmsport  of  troops  might  be ' 
cut  down. 

•(11.8.)  Me.  STANHOPte:  I 
have  satisfied  myself  by  a  close 
examination  that  the  number  of  regi- 
ments moved  cannot  absolutely  be 
reduced.  I  aim  soiTy  to  say  there  has 
2  G  2 
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Tkeea  on  increase  in  the  Vote  in  conse- 
C^nence  of  the  great  difficulty  in  finding 
:^fle  ranges. 

*(11.9.)  Sib  FBBDEMCK  FITZ- 
WYGBAM :  In  .  regard  to  this  last 
point  my  experience  is  that  troops  are 
often  kept  a  very  long  time  at  every 
Htation.  In  the  neighbourhood  where 
I  live  the  regiments  twenty  years  ago 
aised  to  be  moved  once  and  sometimes 
twice  every  year,  which  was  a  great 
source  of  trouble  and  expense  to  the 
married  men.  Of  late  years  the  move- 
ments have  been  less  frequent,  and  the 
change  is  very  much  appreciated. 

(11.10.)  Dr.  TANNEB:  I  think  as 
«L  matter  of  fact  the  way  in  which  some 
0f  the  items  oi  this  Vote  are  put  down 
is  rather  misleading.  I  want  to  have 
some  better  explanation  as  to  the  pay- 
ment and  discipline  of  the  medical  staff 
in  connection  with  this  transport. 
But  the  most  serious  matter  which 
I  should  like  to  raise  in  connection 
with  this  Vote  is  the  question  of 
bow  these  re-mounts  are  obtained. 
In  days  gone  by  we  find  that  the  major 
poiiJcm  of  the  light  Cavalry  regiments 
obtained  a  large  number  of  faorses  from 
Ireland ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  in  the 
present  day  the  present  Government 
have  followed  the  lead  of  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's 
fiovemment  who  declared  Irishmen  to 
be  worse  than  Hottentots,  and  have  no 
dealings  with  the  country.  At  all 
ovents,  on  the  question  of  re-mounts,  the 
farmers  of  Ireland  have  been  more  or 
less  boycotted.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  not 
^  fact  that  there  has  been  a  very 
^nsiderable  foiling  off  in  the  purchase 
^  horses  from  Ireland  for  re-mounts 
idiinng  the  past  year  ?  I  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  under- 
stands all  these  matters  perfectly  well. 
I  nmst  sa^  it  is  rather  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  while  the  purchase 
0f  horses  in  Ireland  by  the  Govem- 
Bient  has  so  much  fallen  off,  we  find 
Frenchmen  and  Germans  coming 
(0  Ireland  and  baying  horses  for 
xt-moants  for  their  respective  Services. 
Can  H  be  wondered  at  nnder  such  cir- 
cumstances that  the  Irish  trade  is  not 
thriving? 

Mr.  Stanhope 


(11.15.)  Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLBB 
(Wolverhampton,  E.) :  May  I  be  per- 
mitted. Sir,  to  make  an -appeal  to  the 
Committee  to  carry  on  to-night  the 
policy  which  was  understood  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House  last  night  ? 
Gentlemen  who  are  lar^ly  interested 
in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  last 
night  abstained  from  discussing  them 
on  the  understanding  that  Parliament 
had  reached  a  crisis  in  its  history  when 
it  was  desirable  to  pass  the  Estimates 
without  discussion.  There  were  many 
points  which  they  might  have  raised — 
myself  would  undfer  other  circumstanoes 
have  done  so — which  would  have  been 
of  equal  importance  to  those  raised 
this  evening,  and  their  importance  I 
am  quite  ready  to  admit ;  but  ever^ 
Member  in  the  Committee  thought  it 
was  desirable  to  get  these  Estimates 
through  quickly  as  it  vtba  impossible 
to  criticise  them  efficiently  at  this 
period  of  the  Session,  and  as  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  bad  undertaken 
to  make  an  announcement  as  to  Public 
Business  on  Monday  night.  If  we  are 
to  discuss  the  Military  Estimates  as 
they  would  be  discussed  in  an  ordinary 
year  it  would  be  hardly  fair  to  those 
godtlemen  who  abstained  from  their 
criticisms  on  the  Civil  Service  Votes, 
and  it  will  be  really  impossible  to  get 
through  in  the  time  in  which  the 
House  wishes  to  get  through.  I  would 
therefore  most  respectfully  ask  the 
House  whether  it  would  not  be  desir- 
able to  follow  the  example  of  last  ni^t 
and  brine  Supply  to  a  close  as  quickly 
as  possible,  especially  as  we  cannot 
make  an  efiSective  criticism,  and  it  is 
not  desirable  that  the  Estimates  should 
stand  over  ?  This  is  a  matter  of  prac- 
tical common  sense,  and  I  would 
appeal  to  the  Committee  to  deal  with 
it  accordingly. 

(11.18.)  Mb. SEXTON  (Belfast, W.): 
On  the  general  principle,  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Membra- 
for  Wolverhampton.  It  is  evidently 
impossible  to  discuss  the  Estimates 
this  year  with  the  fulness  of  detail 
which  ordinarily  is  necessary,  and,  that 
being  so,  it  is  scarcely  a  matter  of 
utility  to  attempt  to  discuss  tiiem. 
Bat  I  most  add  that  I  think  the 
^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
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otvaiilxAmi^toa  is  %  little  .pawmftloza 

a  I  would  remind  him  of  the  extra- 
linaiy  and  unpreoedented  progress 
Public  Business  last  nipht.  Wiiile 
II,  ^ir,  were  in  the  Chair  I  do  not 
o\v  lunv  riian%  iiiitlioiifi  were  passeri, 
t  I  da  know  that  vre  got  through  the 
lole  of  the  Navy  Estimates  and 
ir  Classes  of  the  Civil  Service 
timates,  excludiDg  the  Irieh  Yotes. 
aides  that,  there  was  something 
lioh  otk  another  occaaioti  would 
ire  been  eoneidered  vrcxHk^  of  ootice 
bmng  exoeptioiu]  in  itself, 
i  thkb  %»  the  pavaing  of 
anty-two  Bills  after  midnight, 
mvo.  listened  for  som«  time  to  the 
Lirse  of  the  Debate,  and  I  do  not 
ink  the  «pttclies  made  were  trivial, 
fould  ftdvivie  tlie  ri^ht  hoii,  Gentle- 
m  the  Menibei'  for  Wt^lvtifhiimpton 
possess  his  soul  in  patience,  and  he 
Q  £ud  that  no  anangenionthaa  bees 
tjftted,  and  that  of 

VTh.  'MOETON;  If  my  rif^ht  hon. 
iend  the  Member  for  Wolverhunjp- 
1  has  any  cauat:  foi  complaint  it  is 
linst  gentlemen  on  the  othei'  side  of 
5  Hon&e.  Four  or  five  houJS  were 
ten  up  on  one  Vote  ahnoac  entireiv 
Tory  Members.  I  think  we  below 
)  'Gftn^^vay  have  shown  both  last 
jbt  and  to-night  that  we  ai-e  anxious 
get  tlw  tnul^st  ^hrptugh  s^io^  as 
aaible^ 

tfjt.  HOWARD  STANHOPE :  In 
(ly  to  the  hon.  Member,  1  am 
iwarp  that  there  haw  been  any 
oration  of  f^oy  M  aU.  wid  I  woaldL, 

:'oLONHL  NOT.AN:  Att  iifiylioteea; 

.  fi'oiu  Canada? 

l^ote  agreed  to. 

i.  *1,847,01XI,  Wiirlike  and  other 
(res  :  Supply  and  Bepair. 

JoLOKEt.  NOLAN  ;  I  wish  to  aak 
Secretary  of  State  wln  riiei'  any 
or  ammunition  have  been  aold, 
t,    or  K^ven   tft  tbb  l^t 
ica  Company 


*&Ea.  SIE&HHOFE:  X  am  »fQvd 

that  ft  few  8toi6B  went  out  to  a  Oonsttt 
General,  bnt  I  do  not  thmfe  any  went 

to  the  British  Kast  Africa  Company. 
However,  I  would  rather  not  speak 
without  fnrthw  notice, 

CoivoHEEf  NOLAN:  I  will  ask  b» 
queation  on  Monday. 

lte.XANIfEB:  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  Cordite  powder,  I  woald 
like  to  aak  whedier  the  Depaj^meab 
have  taken  any  maBsareB  to  inveatigatB 
other  -v»riet!ee  of  amokelesa  powdcf  ? 

•Mk.  8  T  a  N  H  0  P  K  :  Eveiy  form 
of  f^mokeleaa  powder  was  tested,  and 
Cordite  came  out  the  beet^  and  I  am 
bound  to  Bay  that  since  its  adoption  ib 
has  giTen  very  Batisfaotory  rewlte- 
The  final  tests  by  beat  i^.Iodift  ^ 
not  perfectly  completed;  M  m  Ulf-Vk- 
they  haVe  gon^  thtiy  vm  my  9ilUisr> 
factory.  ^ 

Vote  agreed  id. 

9.  £602,100,  Works,  Buildings,  and 
Bepoira:  Goat,  iaolttdiag  3upQtmti9lk4' 
ing  Staff. 

(11.260  Ma.  MORTON  :  I  ahould 
just  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man why  there  is  such  a  large  inoreaBe 
in  thi^  Vote  ?  The  increase  ia  aboub 
ten  per  ti^i  cA  the  total  Vote. 

Mr,  H.  R,  FARQUHARSOK 
(Dorset,  W.) :  I  ani  sorry  to  internipt. 
bnt  1  should  like  to  know  if  the  Vott' 
includes  any  exptinditure  on  the  Iile^v 
Forest  ? 

,  ■!<^,  eVAI^ftQF^;  No;  ia 

'Bb.  tanner  ;  I  should  like  to  nsli 
whether  this  Vote  of  one  thousand 
pounds  for  the  drainage  of  the  Boy&l 
Infirmary  at  Dublin,  in  page  63,  will 
be  sufiScient  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
immnmoeffLin  tbis.j^aae,o£  whether 

*Mb.  stanhope  :  The  £1.000  i» 
a  complete  estimate  for  the  works. 
So  far  X  know,  and  bo  far  aa  we  are 
inionned,  that  amount  mil  aopiplelia 
theWtffei.  ^ 

Da.  TAKK^:  ^  itiffi^ 
pient  ? 
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'Mr.  STANHOPE:  It  wiU  be  auf- 
fioient  so  far  as  I  know.  To  the  best 
of  our  belief  it  will  complete  the 
works. 

Db.  TANNEB:  There  is  also  another 
point  on  which  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  question. 
I  r^er  to  the  drainage  of  BallincoUig. 
This  is  a  matter  which  has  been  up 
again  and  a^ain,  and  1  find  that  there 
is  £900  to  be  voted  for  it  in  this  Vote. 
I  want  to  know  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  can  say  how  soon  Uiis  work 
will  be  finished,  and  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  make  this  a  complete 
work  ?  There  are  very  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  wav.  There  is  a  amaM 
slope  near  these  Wracks,  and  in  con- 
sequence there  has  been  a  certam 
amount  of  settlement  in  or  about  tlie 
barraoks  of  stable  matter,  from  which 
ofiensive  smells  arise.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  the  work  is  proceeding,  and 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  finished 
soon? 

"Mb.  STANHOPE  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  answer  that  question  right  off. 
I  have  not  heard  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  since  the  end  of  last  year,  but  I 
will  make  inquiry  and  report  exactly 
how  the  work  is  going  on. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  am  much  obliged 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  if  he 

will  communicate  with  me  on  the 
matter,  I  will  take  that  as  an  answer. 

-Mb.  STANHOPE :  Certainly. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Peterborough  (Mr. 
Morton)  as  to  the  serious  increase  in 
this  Vote,  I  would  point  out  that  we 
have  had  to  carry  out  a  number- of 
alterations  in  barracks,  and  that  this 
accounts  for  some  portion  of  the  in- 
crease, and  that  the  acquisition  of 
Barry  Links  in  Scotland  accounts  for 
another  £61,000  of  the  increase. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

10.  £113,500.  Establishments  for 
Military  Education. 

(11.30.)  CoLoNBL  NOLAN  :  I  think 
the  sum  required  for  this  purpose  is 
altogether  too  lazge.  It  also  appears 
to  me  that  the  cadets  have  to  pay  too 
much  for  their  education. 


Mb.  BRODRICK  :  They  have  not  to 
pay  more  than  the  actual  cost.  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  that  this  question  was  very 
carefully  gone  into  about  a  fortni^t 
ago. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  stated  how  much  tl^ese 
yoimg  gentlemen  are  required  to  pay. 
It  U  £150? 

*Mb.  STANHOPE :  I  think  it  is. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Then  I  consider 
the  sum  to  be  excessive. 
Vote  t^eed  to. 

11.  £122,300,  Miscellaneous  Effec- 
tive Services. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  tried  once  before 
to  get  some  information  about  this  par- 
ticular item,  but  failed.  It  shows  an 
increase,  and,  without  wasting  any 
more  words,  I  will  ask  the  cause  of  it. 

^'Mb.  ST  ANHOPE  :  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  give  the  assistant 
secretary  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
who  has  been  working  very  hard 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  an 
increase  of  salary. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

12.  £267,800,  War  Office,  Salaries 
and  Miscellaneons  Charges. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  I  should  here 
like  to  recur  to  the  subject  which  I 
raised  some  time  ago.  with  reference  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  military 
authorities  acted  towards  an  Irish 
soldier  who  wore  the  shamrock  on 
St.  Patrick's  Day.  The  man  was 
ordered  to  remove  the  emblem  from 
his  cap,  and  was  afterwards  punished 
for  not  doing  so.  No  more  efiTectivfi 
way  of  hurting  the  feelings  of  Irishmen 
could  have  been  chosen,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Military  and  War  Office 
authorities  have  taken  a  proper  and 
sufficient  notice  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  in  the  case.  It  is  likely  to 
leave  a  bad  impression  on  the  mindt 
of  Irish  soldiers  and  Irishmen  generally, 
and  I  consider  that  something  should 
be  said  with  regard  to  it.  How  can 
you  expect  Irish  soldiers  to  take  at 
interest  in  the  English  flag  when  thej 
are  not  allowed  to  wear  the  shamrou 
on  St.  Patrick's  Day?   There  has  been 
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a  great  lack  of  tacb  on  the  part  of  th£ 
authorities,  to  say  the  least  o!  it,  in 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  that  a  atato- 
ra&at  which  vnJX  bo  eatiflffwtoiy  to 
Inahmea  in  the  Anaf  be  uftde 
liefore  we  separate. 

Mji.  MORTON  :  I  wish  to  put  a 
Question  T.VLth  reference  to  the  salary  of 
ttie  Commander -in-Ch-ief.  I  notice  th.at 
the  maxiiiiuin  i^alary  is  £4,500,  but 
thai  £6,000  is  put  down  for  him  in  the 
iiUfiimates.  1  do  mat  thmktbe  ^:6M<it 
Colnmandea^ul-Chi6f  is  likdr  to  got  ftay 
wounds,  or  to  be  rewardea  ior  dis- 
tiuguiabed  anviaes  ;  and;,  therefore^  I 
do  not  we  why  be  should  receive  nearly 
£2,000  above  the  maximum  allowancB. 
I  should  like  to  have  some  informatiou 
L>ii  this  subject,  well  as  to  hear  the 
ji-,i-.ons  why  the  Directof  of  Military 
Intelligence  and  the  Accountant  Gene- 
ral should  receive  more  than  the 
maximum  eoUuies  allowed  for  these 
officers. 

*Mh.  STANHOPE:  With  re^-aid 
to  the  qiie3tion  addrossfjd  to  me  as  to 
till  salarvof  the  Coinniander-in-Chief, 
I  vliould  liku  to  "(ay  that  tht  salai'v  wa;^ 
hxcil  at  £4^000,  hut  that  liefore 
the  present  Commander-in-Chief,  who 
haa  held  the  position  for  a  long  period 
of  yearB,  accepted  it,  he  was  in  receipt 
of  a  larger  nmoont-  It  was,  thyiefore, 
tfaoQ^t  right  not  to  reduce  the  &tim, 
^oC  ^ay  aacfieesoT  t<t  the  office  will 
te«ei^  only  the  £1,500,  The  Director 
0$  If  iUtary  Intelligence  and  the  Accoun- 
lauQt  General  are  paid  the  n^unis  they 
ftre  receiving  on  account  of  their  s^pecial 
']u:i.Iiiieation3  for  tlicir  position's,  In 
roply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  as  to  the 
wearing  of  the  shamrock  by  Inah 
^oldiei-s,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what 
t  have  lUready  stated  on  the  subject, 
and  thit  ia,  umi  if  an  Irish  soldier 
deaitea  to  wettr  the  emblem  on  St. 
Patriok'B  J>a,y,  and  he  intimates  such  a 
iesire  to  his  oonunanding  officer,  I 
think  the  latter  will  be  willing  to  grant 
hi--  wish ;   hut   the  aanotlon  of  the 

 Jiianditig   othcer    ^nast    first  be 

Dlfraiued, 

ila.  SEXTOH  (Belfaat.  W.) :  There 
vre  two  t^AKHta  why  laaed  not  go  back 
M       Itomt^  owe  of  I^JJO/^  soldier 

m>  ms'  |^n(M«A  Ifte  "tutting  the 


shfunrook  on  St.  Patrick's  Day.  The 
first  ifl,  beoause  the  War  Offioe  autho- 
rii^  have  practically  admitted  that  the 
oBmmanding  offloer  of  regiment 
acted  rashly  and  without  diaaretion ; 
and,  secondly,  because,  long  before  St. 
Patrick's  Day  coTnes  round  aj^ain, 
another  Administration  will  be  in  power 
which  will  be  actuated  by  different 
feelmgs  towards  Ireland-  But  I  will 
say  this — that  whatever  Administration 
may  be  in  power,  the  Irish  Members  in 
this  House  will  insist  upon  the  national 
feelings  of  Lrioh  soldiere  being  respected. 
They  will  not  tolerate  any  e^atem  qJ 
miolt  or  pTinighiB^  by  JBpjgj:>»h  com- 
manding ^l^txs  faa&  mutekefear  £6  JIM 
soldiera  for  wearing  the  TptflhttlJ 
emblem  on  St.  Patrick's  Day. 

ConoNEi.  HUGHES  (Woolwich) :  I 
wiijh  toaek  whether  any  intimation  has 
been  made  to  the  men  employed  at  the 
Wiiol \vi<;fi  Eiiirl  Ijrilielil  Arsenal?;  ^vith 
rtjitreiice  to  ttie  giving  of  gratuities  after 
twelve  years'  Hervice  and  discharge? 
I  believe,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  Secretary  of  State  &r 
War  haa  made  a  redootion  to  sevan 
years.  IsbouLdliketoloiowvlietheirthe 
War  Office  has  seat  a  notification  to 
Woolwieh*  and  from  what  date  the  re- 
duction  is  to  operate?  If  no  othcrdate 
occurs  to  the  right  hon.  Greatletiitin  he 
□light  adopt  the  date  of  my  original 
complaint  in  1890  as  to  the  variance 
between  the  Bnle  and  the  Statatflk 

•Me.  flTAKHOPE:  Tim  A®  "witt 
operate  from  let  January,  IS^S". 

Mh.  MOKTON  :  I  have  had  no  reply 
ae  to  the  extra  £300  to  the  Apcountani 
General. 

'  *Mk.  STANHOPE:  Aiiybotly  who 
attended  the  Committee  on  Army 
Estimates  must  remember  the  Com- 
mittee's general  expression  with  regard 
to  the  work  done  by  that  official.  The 
Committee  intimated  to  me  a  de^re 
that  the  services  he  had  rendered 
should  be  recQglHfled,  and,  in  respWBO! 
to  my  represadtStibn,  I  am  glad  to  BO^ 
tliat  the  recognition  was  made. 

Mjt.  MOBTON:  The  Boyol  Com- 
inisuioa  recranmended  that  the  office 
should  be  done  am&J  mtik.  I  tiUJBt  it 
will  be  diapeQsed  ^ih|  «zi^  |he  taoOBf 
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S'ven  to  the  officers  in  the  Army  who 
» the  work. 

Vote  sgreed  to. 

13.  £1,527,700,  Retired  Pay,  Half 
Fay,  and  other  Non-Effective  Charges 
im  Officers,  &c. 

14.  Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £1,385,400,  be 
snuited  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitats  and  tlie 
In<Penrionen  thereof,  of  Oat-Pensions,  of  the 
Maintenance  of  Lanatics  for  whom  Pensions  are 
not  drawn,  and  of  Gratuities  awarded  in  Com- 
mutation and  in  lien  of  Pensions,  of  Seward* 
for  Meiitorions  Services,  of  Victoria  Cross 
Pensione,  and  of  Pensions  to  the  Widows  and 
Children  of  Warrant  OfBcers,  which  will  come 
in  course  of  paymeDt  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March.  lSd3." 

DB.TANNEB:  Ihave  received  several 
communications  with  regard  to  pen- 
sions, and,  after  referring  to  one  or  two 
of  the  cases,  I  will  hand  the  Papers  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  his  inves- 
tigation. The  first  case  Is  that  of 
Sergeant  Major  Kelly,  who  was  dis- 
charged from  the  Army  after  twenty- 
one  years'  service  and  wanted  to  re- 
engage. His  character  was  good,  and 
a  certificate  had  been  granted  to  him. 
I  think  there  are  strongly-deserving 
elements  in  his  case.  The  next  is  the 
case  of  a  poor  man  who  lives  near  Cork 
— Toomey,  late  Corporal  B  Battery, 
18th  Boyal  Artillery — who,  from  ful 
accounts,  is  most  respet^ble,  and 
has  behaved  in  an  exemplary 
manner.  He  enlisted  in  the 
East  India  Service  on  the  9th  April, 
1847,  was  discharged  Slst  July,  1886, 
and  volunteered  for  the  Royal  Artillery. 
Another  claim  sent  to  me  is  from  A 
poor  man  who  is  at  present  an  inmate 
jof  the  Union  Hospital  at  Cork — Peter 
Phillips,  98th  Begiment.  He  wanted 
to  clfi^m  admission  into  the  Hospital 
at  Chelsea,  but  the  Commissioners  had 
altered  the  regulations,  and  FlulUps 
was  in  consequence  shut  out.  These 
are  three  particuUu*  cases  I  mention  in 
order  that  the  names  may  be  reported. 
I  hope  these,  with  the  others,  will  be 
investigated  in  a  fair  and  judicial  spirit, 
in  order  that  these  poor  old  soldiers 
may  receive  that  rewt^  which  I  believe 
is  due  to  them. 
Mr.  Morton 


Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  rather  object 
to  the  system  of  the  Chelsea  Commis- 
sioners, regarding  whom  I  am  con- 
stantly getting  letters.  In  two  or  three 
cases,  notably  in  that  of  Sergeant 
Webster,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
seemed  to  agree  that  there  was  a  good 
deal  in  the  cases ;  but  the  Chelsea  Com- 
missioners occupy  so  much  time  that  the 
cases  are  forgotten.  There  seems  to 
be  nobody  in  London  to  whom  yon  caa 
speak  on  the  subject.  It  is  true  that 
the  Office  is  conveniently  situated,  but 
when  yon  go  to  discuss  a  case  there  is 
practically  nobody  responsible  there. 
I  do  not  see  under  what  rule  the  man 
can  be  denied  his  pension ;  but,  owing 
to  this  system  of  the  Chelsea  Commis- 
sioners, there  is  no  means  of  obtaining- 
redress.  Another  point  is  that  these- 
pension  arrangements  lack  elasticity- 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  does 
not  seem  to  have  sufficient  power  to- 
vary  pensions  in  extremely  hard  cases^ 
I  brought  this  subject  forward  when 
the  present  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as- 
Lord  Hartington,  was  Secretary  for 
War,  and  I  believe  the  SoUcitor  to  the 
Treasary  then  told  me  that  he  was 
instmcted  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
would  allow  the  Smretar}-  of  State  for 
War  this  discretionary  power.  TherA- 
ought  to  be  a  sum  of  money  voted  to- 
him  for  this  purpose,  as  the  cases  ara- 
daily  occurring. 

•Mb.  BRODRICK:  The  hon.  antt 
gallant  Member  has  argued  for  elas- 
ticity, which  is  a  word  entirely  un- 
known to  the  Treasury ;  rigidity  is  the- 
particular  line  in  wli^idi.  the  Treasury 
shines,  and,  so  far  fran  k»oking  on  my 
post  at  the  War  Office-  &  sort  of 
outlying  picket,  the  Tnaaacy,.  1  am. 
sorry  to  say,  look  ^poti  ma  as-  its. 
greatest  marauder,  llius,  ifl  the'hon^ 
and  gallant  Member  would  ag^eal  to> 
the  Treasury  for  greater  elastuity  ia> 
this  matter,  I  am  afraid  I  should  ba- 
the very  worst  person  tor  him  to- 
select  as  a  cheval  de  batailU.  Withi 
regard  to  the  special  Crimean  pensions,, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
granted  in  the  first  instance  a 
certain  sum  which  enabled  the  War 
Office  to  grant  a  limited  muubor 
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of  pensions.  I  think  the  delay 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  (Ck)Ionel  Nolan)  is  dne  to  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  men  who 
applied  for  these  pensions  is  enormously 
in  excess  of  the  capabilities  of  the 
fund.  The  War  Office,  under  these 
oinnmiBtanees,  have  applied  for  farther 
assistance,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  Chaooellor  of  taa  Exchequer  has 
found  it  possible  to  give  as  the  money 
necessary  to  award  an  additional 
number  of  pensions.  This,  I  hope, 
will  enable  us  to  deal  with  the  worst 
oases,  which  will  be  done  at  once. 

Mr.  PICTON:  IshouHlike  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  there 
is  any  power  to  make  special  awards 
of  pensions  in  cases  of  unusually  heroic 
^rvice  ?  I  have  been  pained  every 
now  and  again  to  read  of  men  who 
took  part  in  the  Balaclava  Charge 
being  reduced  to  great  poverty,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  being  in 
receipt  of  a  pension.  I  am  not  very 
fond  of  war,  but  I  feel  that  men  who, 
perhaps  under  mistaken  orders,  have 
exposed  their  lives  to  imminent  peril  in 
the  cause  of  thttr  oountir  should  not 
be  left  to  the  privations  of  poverty  and 
destitution,  simply  because  they  have 
not  complied  with  certain  strict  rules 
which  regulate  the  grantingof  pensions. 
I  cannot  go  as  far  as  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Fnend,  who  proposes  that 
twenty  thousand  pounds  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  to  do  what  he  Ukes  with 
in  this  direction.  That  would  not  be 
in  accordance  with  constitutional  pro- 
cedure. All  I  ask  is  that  men  such  as 
those  who  took  part  in  the  Balaclava 
Charge  should  not  be  left  destitute  in 
their  old  age,  and  if  there  is  no  power 
given  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
deal  with  such  cases  I  think  there 
should  be. 

-Mb.  EDWARD  STANHOPE:  I 
am  afraid  I  have  trespassed  on  the 
attention  of  the  House  a  good  many 
times  to  explain  this  matter.  It 
is  utterly  impossible  to  make  a 
distinction  in  favour  of  men  who  served 
in  the  Balaclava  Charge.  It  seems 
to  me  that  men  who  have  served 
in  the  trenches  in  the  Crimea,  for 
instance,  and  others  who  have  sufiwed 


similar  hardships  deserve  just  as  mncb 
consideration.  Parliament  has  placed 
it  in  the  power  of  the  War  Office  to 
give  a  certain  number  of  pensions 
every  year  to  very  deserving  cases, 
bat  the  sum  is  limited  and  we 
cannot  go  beyond  it. 

Mk.  MORTON  :  I  should  like  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  remembeir 
that  the  cause  of  complaint  outside  is- 
not  so  much  that  these  men  are- 
neglected,  but  that  all  the  officers  were- 
pensioned  and  the  private  soldiers  wer& 
not.  I  think  it  is  only  right  that  in 
such  oases  the  private  soldiers  sLoulcl 
have  the  same  consideration  shown 
them  as  the  officers  have. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  That  is  not  the- 
case  at  all.  The  hon.  Member  must 
remember  that  a  large  number  of  offi- 
cers do  not  sen'e  for  pensions,  and 
those  who  do  have  to  sen'e  a  much 
longer  period  than  private  soldiers. 

Me.  MORTON :  But  they  have^ 
half-pay,  which  is  just  the  same. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

15.  £154,100,  Superannuation  and 
other  Allowances  and  Gratuities. 

16.  £100,  Ordnance  Factories. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  understand  that 
the  total  of  this  Vote  is  two  and  a 
quarter  millions,  and  although  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  question  of  Enfield 
to-night,  I  should  like  to  obtain  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  some 
further  information.  It  is  admitted  by 
the  Government  that  they  are  paying 
£5  10s.  for  rifles  to  be  made  in  Bir- 
mingham, when  they  can  manufacture 
a  better  article  at  their  own  works  for 
£3  'iSs.  ("  No,  no !  ")  Well,  that  is- 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  state- 
ment. Therefore,  to  bolster  up  these- 
private  firms  at  Birmingham  we  are 
making  a  lai^  loss.  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  opening  up  the  whole  matter,  as  I 
have  been  asked  to  do  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Enfield  men.  There  are,, 
however,  two  or  three  questions  to- 
which  I  should  like  an  answer.  In  the 
first  place,  How  many  men  have  been 
discharged  from  these  Enfield  works- 
up  to  the  present  time  ?  Second,  Is  it 
now  intended  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
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'Jisoharges  ?  And  third,  Is  it  proposed 
i£o  continue  paying  this  extra  price  for 
ttliB  maniifacture  of  rifles  by  private 
finns  ?  It  seems  strai^  rifles  should 
be  made  at  Birmingham  when  the 
ifqqutry  has  to  pay  more  than  thqy 
^lin6uld  nave  to  do  if  they  were  manu- 
^Itfiured  at  the  Government  £aotorie8. 
B  has  been  said  that  Birmingham  has 
a  more  powerful  representative  than 
the  Eufleld  Division.  That  may  make 
^  diflerence  or  it  may  not. 

Mb.  STANHOPE:  I  believe  I 
^re  answered  all  these  questions 
pmviously.  Undoubtedly  we  do  intend 
to  maintain  the  principle  of  having 
rifles  manufactured  by  private  firms. 
The  object  is  that  in  times  of  emergency 
we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a  larger 
supply  than  would  be  possible  if  we 
were  restricted  to  our  own  faotories. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  How  many  men 
Iwve  been  discharged  team  Enfield  ? 

Mr.  STANHOPE:  About  five 
hundred,  I  think. 

Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) :  I  understand  that  the  electric 
light  at  Enfield  has  been  discontinued. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
-^a^t  chaises  are  included  in  the  oost 
follighting  that  factory  ?  I  sh  ould  like 
to  Imow  especially  whether  the  cost  of 
t  his  electric  lighting  plant  was  included 
in  the  rate  of  manufacture  ? 

Mb.  BRODBICK:  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  hon.  Member  is  correct  in  say- 
ing that  the  electric  light  has  been  4i8- 
>0{^tinned  at  Enfield.  Certainly  no 
jKTOidable  chai^  has  been  incurred 
>there,  but  lighting  is  one  of  the  charts 
"Which  must  be  made. 

Captain  BOWLES  :  I  believe  the 
^^ant  has  been  laid  down  so  badly  that 
» tias  had  to  be  discontinued. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  With  regard  to 
[he  manufactiure  of  rifles,  I  should  Uke 
r  o  say  that  I  approve  of  the  policy  of 
;.'iving  some  orders  to  private  firms,  but 
to  give  them  a  very  large  number  of 
i-ides  to  manufacture  is  not,  I  think, 
che  best  thing  to  do.  I  understand  the 
JB^ancial  Secretary  to  tacitly  admit  that 
j£8  l38.  is  the  price  of  tumingouta  rifle 
«t  Knfield  as  against  £5  10s.  at 
^rmiiigham.  I  should  like  to 
imow  if  these  figures  are  correct  ? 
Mr.  Morton 


How  many  are  made  at  Enfield  and 
how  many  at  other  places  ?  I  have  a 
very  strong  recollection  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mx.  J.  Chamberlain)  urged  the 
claims  of  his  constituents  to  a  share  of 
the  manufacture  of  these  rifles,  and  I 
cannot  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  the 
transfer  of  the  manu&cture  of  these 
rifles  from  Enfield  to  Birmingham  had 
a  poUtical  origin. 

*(12.16.)  Mb.  BRODBICK:  I 
should  like  to  make  the  question  clear. 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  under- 
stand  that,  in  the  first  fdace,  it  was 
impossible  to  get  the  private  trade  to 
undertake  the  manufacture  without 
giving  a  definite  order  ;  and  when  he 
remembers  that  the  progress  of  the 
trade  in  turning  out  rifles,  has  beea 
less  rapid  than  the  ordnance  factories, 
he  will  see  it  is  not  fair  to  compare  the 
price  at  which  tiie  trade  turns  out  rifles 
and  the  iffice  they  are  turned  out  at 
at  Enfield.  The  jnresent  price  is  about 
£3  12s.  at  Enfield  and  about  £5  9s. 
from  the  trade.  But  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan^  is 
mistaken  in  putting  these  pnces 
against  each  other.  The  price  at 
Enfield,  when  the  manufacture  was 
first  commenced,  was  weU  over  £5. 
That  has  been  brought  down,  and  it 
was  only  the  other  day  they  were 
brought  down  to  the  present  price.  It 
is  expected  that  the  price  for  the 
future  will  be  £3  12s.  at  Enfield  and 
about  £4 148.  by  the  trade.  The  numbers 
which  are  being  turned  out  at  the 
present  moment  are  about  1,200  in  the 
ordnance  factories  per  week  and  1 ,000 
by  the  trade.  We  have  divided  the 
necessary  reductions  in  hands  in  an 
equal  proportion  between  the  two  de- 
partments, and  the  only  diflei-ence  is 
that  we  have  a  great  many  more  com- 
plaints from  Enfield  than  we  have  from 
Birmingham.  The  numbers  employed 
at  Enfield  are  considerably  lai^er  now 
than  they  were  when  we  took  office, 
and  we  have  given  a  pledge  that  in  the 
present  year  they  shful  not  be  reduced 
below  2,000,  which  undertaking  has 
been  rigidly  adhered  to. 

(12.19.)  Captain  BOWLES:  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  complain  of  the 
way  in  whi<di  the  Finanoiu  Secretary 

Digitized  by 


m 


e  tht!  coiijparison  in  price.  It 
unfair  to  <;oiit2>arfc  iha  pricie  of  the 
-st  few  rifle»  made  at  Enfield  with 
le  prioo  of  the  tirst  100,000  made  by 
le  tr&d^  Lot  him  compare  the  pric^ 
the  100,000  in  each  oaae,  and 
ten  state  the  figuiea. 
(12.30.)  Ms.  MOBTOK :  I  do  not 
link  the  Financial  Seeretsay  (Mr. 
codrick)  has  put  the  c&ss  fairly  wttli 
igard  to  the  Jiien.  It  is  admitted  lhii.t 
hundr^^d  cien  liave  been  discharged. 
besG  uien  were  induced  to  go  and  live 
tere  on  the  honourable  understanding 
lat,  so  long  aft  woi'k  waa  required  for 
le  nation,  they  should  be  employed. 
11  of  a  sudden  they  were  turned  off, 
id  told  that  they  go  about  their 
ostoen.  If  jeu  wop.  ^^tiug  these 
fies  bom  pdvate^effift  EoerleBa  money 
iflD  you  oan  aiannfaofcure  yoorself,  I 
told  imderatand  you  feduoing  work  at 
nfield  and  giving  it  to  the  trade ;  but 
hen  we  learn  that  these  rifles  cost 
lirtv  or  foi  ty  ])et'  cent,  iiioie  from  the 
aJe,  wt  eiiiiiiut  tliiiik  you  havetreated 
le  men  faifly.  1  tjnst  that  in  the 
tui'u  thu  Ciovennni'nt  will  treat  the 
en  better  than  tliev  have  in  the  past. 
(12.^3.)  Dr.  TANNEB:  I  am  glad 
I  see  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Enfield 
Captain  Bowles)  la  taking  an  interest 
Pima  matter.  It  was  Brat  brought  up 
7  auobbsr  1:194.  Meaiber,  aDdvM  tM 
att9r  hid  iH^  t^e  public,  tbe  mm. 
[ember  for  En£eld  declared  that,  he 
ould  eat  hia  boots  if  these  men  were 
re-iiistatct]  ;  tWij  ijjyii  have  not 
!cn  m- in  stated,  and  the  hon.  Member 
Id  not  eaten  his  boots.  Instead  of 
Lat  he  hm  come  down  here  at  a  quar- 
■i-  past  twelve  and  eaid  a  couple  of 
orda  upon  these  Votes  in  order  that 
}  may  be  reported  as  doing  something 
t  hia  oonBtituenta.  It  ie  juuttier 
fit&Qoe  of  Tory  buoltUEm^  miA  X 
inU  not  B!>  ib^ 


Vote 

CIVIL  SERVlOIB.jj^  HBYSlfUE 

17.  £219,747,  (0  wi^^  the  Bom 
t  Diplomatic  and  C^bSte  Services. 

1^.  ,£:I,313,  to  QoiQ|dfl^41tSiBQf||-|^ 
ftve  Trade  SetviQu. 


16^  *102,783,  to  complete  the  sunt 
for  CV^Diftl  SerrioeB,  including  South 
Afriofc  .  ^ 

20.  £25,400.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

21.  £S6l,57S,  to  complete  the  aum 
for  Bilp^r{t!q^Q«ii<ma  and  B^tixed 
Allowaibaft. 

32.  £6.000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Merchant  Seamen'i  Fund  PenstonR. 

23.  £9,213,  Friendly  Societies  Deli- 
cienay, 

24.  £91%  to  complete  the  . 
MisoeUaneoQS  Charitable  mo^  (S^BK. 

0^  YII. 
2a.  ££M.,064  ^  oomplete  th«  sum 
for  'Ssar^i^guff  Obmmisaioii& 

(1129.)  Mit.  PICTON:  I  wouW 
urge  that  i^ome  coutnderation  should  ba 
given  to  this  Vote.  B  flt  'ttliSlfkiiffAn 
that  owing  to  r^nuneadddsifflkl* 
coming  practically  from  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Vacciimtion  Commisaion  waa 
led  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
making  a  Jipeci^  iiiten:im  Bepp^.  Tbt^ 
^  iifSv^  Aud  urri^  att' A  unam- 
tftiSa;'  dSaisJiirion,  whidli  £»«Wn  laid 
^m^J^  Oovernment.  This  tmani- 
mtiui  ^j^mnsioR  was  to  the  effect  that 
reiterated  penalties  should  be  aban- 
doned, and  that  any  reGalottra]its  com- 
mitted to  prison  owing  to  nfjn-paynient 
of  lines  should  ht:  treated  as.  Hr^it-class 
niiadcjineanants.  A  question  was  put 
to  the  Home  Secretai-y  (Mr.  Matthews) 
not  long  aeo,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  said  that  ito  oonoIaBion.  had  beeo: 
ftrrived  at,  and  be  must  have  time  to 
f»&rideE  Vf^am.  T  must  confeaf 
r^O  liat  ^  tlb of  appointing  a 
Commission,  consisting,  as  this  (Kifi 
did,  of  a  immber  of  eminent  niediend 
and  scientific  men,  if  their  study  of  the 
questions  submitted  to  thetn  is  not 
looked  upon  as  of  sullicient  im- 
poi-tancB  to  justify  speedy  legislation. 
If  the  Home  Secretary  is  to  form  n 
$peqial  Commission  by  himself,  i  do 
libt  '^  the  use  of  speiidiug  ail  tbiS 
utquiry.   The  ComnutlidP 
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should  remember  that  there  is  on  the 
Commission  a  nobleman  of  sach  well- 
known  judicial  mind  and  power  of  col- 
Iftting  evidence  as  Lord  Herschell, 
and  such  eminent  physicians  as  Sir 
.lames  Pi^et,  Sir  William  Savory, 
and  otliers.  These  gentlemen  enter- 
tain very  strong  liews  on  the 
(|uestion  of  vaccination,  and  it  is 
expressly  stated  in  the  interim  Eeport 
that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Oommission  have  come  to  any  decision 
averse  to  vaccination,  or  has  yet  come 
to  a  final  decision.^he  Commissioners 
wereunanimousin  their  interim  Beport, 
and.  that  being  so,  I  think  it.  should 
have  received  a  little  more  considera- 
tion than  it  appears  to  have  done.  I 
ho]}e  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  say  that  the  Report  is  under 
coiisideration,  and  that  he  will  be  able, 
if  XiOt  to  bring  forward  legislation,  at 
any  rate  to  take  steps  to  make  the 
working  of  the  law  more  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  SBCBETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 

t^f  ATTHEW8,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  will 
Kay,  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member,  that  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  extremely  inexpedient 
to  deal  with  this  question  in  a  fraginen- 
fcarj-  manner.  There  is,  doubtless, 
strong  opposition  in  many  parts  of  the 
l  onnti-j"  to  vaccination  ;  but,  without 
E  xpressing  any  judgment  as  to  whether 
(■[  fiot  it  is  justified,  I  think,  so  long  as 
t  fie  Vaccination  Law  is  maintained,  it 
would  be  a  startling  change  to  adopt 
tiba.  recommendations  in  the  interim 
lUlliort.  Before  embarking  on  legisla- 
tion on  80  important  a  subject,  Her 
blajesty's  Government  desire  to  examine 
thoroughly  on  what  grounds  those  re- 
commendations are  based. 

Mr.  McLaren  (Cheshire,  Crewe) : 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  Local  Government  Board 

issued  instructions  to  Boards  of 
(.iuui'dians  not  to  prosecute  more  than 
once  in  these  cases? 

The  president  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
BtTCHiE,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 

Mr.  Picton 


The  instruction  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  Boards,  before  ordering  repeated 
prosecutions,  should  consider  whether 

they  did  more  harm  than  good. 

*Mb.  McLaren  :  Then  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Act  should  not  be  enforced  and  re- 
peated prosecutions  instituted.  If  that 
is  the  view  of  one  Depaiiment  it  sewna 
to  me  curious  that  the  Home  Office 
does  not  take  the  same  view.  The 
present  attitude  of  the  Home  Office  is 
to  ignore  the  Report  of  the  Commismon 
altogether.  I  can  hardly  believe  that 
now  the  Beport  of  the  Commission  is 
issued  repeated  prosecutions  will  take 
place,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  us  some  assurance  that 
Boards  of  Guardians  will  not  be  called 
upon  to  enforce  repeated  penalties. 

Mr.  MORTON:  I  should  Uke  to 
press  on  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  advising  Boards  of  Guardians  not 
to  take  proceedings  until  the  interim 
Beport  has  been  considered  by  the 
Government  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Some  Boards  have  already- 
taken  that  course,  and,  therefore,  we 
Government  ought  either  to  insist 
upon  these  Boards  taking  proceedings, 
or  to  advise  the  other  Boards  noU  to- 
do  so. 

Mb.  picton  :  I  would  remind  the 
Home  BeOTetary  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  interim  Beport  requiring  the- 
intervention  of  legislation .  If  the 
Government  would  say  that  there 
should  be  one  penalty,  as  provided  in 
the  Bill  of  1871,  which  passed  this 
House,  but  was  lost  in  another  place* 
that  would  meet  the  recommendation 
of  the  Report.  It  was  never  intended 
that  the  penalty  of  five  shillings  should 
be  a  penalty  recurring  for  ever.  The 
Commission  would  never  have  made  an 
interim  Report  but  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now  they  will  not  act  upon 
it. 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  The  Government 
did  not  ask  for  an  'interim  Report.  A 
question  was  put  to  me  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  Commission  was  going  to 
make  an  interim  Beport,  and  I  merely 
conveyed  to  the  Commission  the  inquiry 
put  to  me  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Mit.PJGTOJfI:.Ttia« 

Mit.  MAXTHEWa:  I  think  I  can 
iTdly  accept  the  sugt^Qseion  to  mt  the 
nseraiiB  example  of  inteiFeriDg  with 
Buw  as  it  exiBta,  uad  ai  it  has  been 
d  down  by  PflrUamdnt.  Parliaiuent 
»  (M-eated  a  special  ofliaer  under 
)arda  of  Guardians  to  look  after  vac- 
latinii  leases,  biil  the  hoii.  Gentleman 
tuts  me  to  advise  these  Boards  of 
lardiaiw  to  disobey  the  l*w. 

Mk.  MORTON  :  May  I  ask  the  n^rht 
D.  Geeitlt-iiiiin  wliat  steps  lie  ban 
teai,  or  pioposu^i  to  tnke.  aj^ainst those 
lards  of  Guui'diaii'H  who  decUne  to 


"MATTHKWM  :  I  am  imt  awart 
'ttie  factti  to  wliich  tht:  hoji.  Member 

Vote  R^'rt'L'ii  ui. 

1^.  to  uoiupltite  cbe  sum  foi 


Bum  for 


27.  £70,000,*$ 
^lu-o-piieu  tndiuar. 

28.  £28,000,  to  oom^ete  the  sum 
the  HigUanda  and  JsSmd»  of  Bcot- 

id  (Pubfic  Woi*8  wfS  CommTiTiica- 

ns). 

ma.  jE^t600,  Ui  Qoui^te  tha  4Um  for 

1t£VENU£  D&FAStmBinS. 
tfl  .t<)7-'),4B6,  fio  «ttii|pl«ta-6b«  sum 

Custom  8. 

I^^MOBTOiT:  Doliia  Qbveirament 
hire  to  take  any  more  Votea  to-oight  ? 
!  have  done  VBi-y  weU,  aad  WB  are 
niii^^  to  thti  PosbOfSoa'  Vote,  which 
fevy  impoitant, 

A.  ^.  -^mk^t  m^t^  are 


v^ote  agi'e<id  to. 
iX.  £1,573^709,  to 


cotoplete  thoBum 


12.  X5,B44,96:i  to(K>iKt^)«Mtlwftam 
the  Poit  Ottioe. 

U.iG.)   Mb.  MOfiim :  X  wanted 

iflk  the  Postmaster  General  a  ques- 
1  as  to  the  comt  of  letter  oarda,and  I 


oairtaiiily  do  ^iok  if  the  Gov^ntlt^N^ 
de«it«  to  press  tBf  ^««fiOl&ae  Tols'eb^ 
night,  thay  anight  at  least  have  re- 
queuted  the  pi-eBeoee  o{  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  atiuwer  aaoh  questions  as 
arise  oii  th^  Vote.  I  do  not  desire  to 
occupy  the  tiuie  of  tliu  CoiLiiiiittee.  I 
simply  wi&li  to  mention  tliat  I  tind 
from  coumiunicatious  from  \'ienna 
that  the  (^hav^/t;  foi-  leUer  cardsthere  is 
just  half  what  the  charge  is  in  thit 
i:x>untE^;  tli§t  while  in  tluB  country  tho 
public^  moling  foi  ten,  ia  Anatria- 
the  same  ^tuntw  m  W^ffp^  ^CB^ 
aixpenoe.  '        ' « 

The  financial  SBCBETAKlf^- 
THE  TBEASURY  (Sir  John  Goui^t, 
ChathaniJ :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
allow  nfp  to  iiitetrupt  him,  I  may  say 
that  the  question  is  now  under  the 
coneidevation  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
a  decision  will  be  aixiywjcL  at  in  a  lew 
days. 

Mk.  MORTON :  U  1  am  asffizre^ 
tihat  ihih  oonaidbration  will  loevtilt  in 
the  reduction  oi  the  prioa  of  tfaeaa 
letter  eai-ds,  that  answer  Es  all 
I  can  faii'l}'  expect  to-ni^ht; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
doQ^  -not  say  that.  Certainly,  J  think 
that  in  this  comitry  the  public  sJmnld 
be  able  to  obtaiu  the  oardH  as  cheaply 
OB  they  can  be  supplied  iu  Austria. 
Now  that  the  Postmaster  General  hoiS 
arrived,  I  wish  toask.  hitjj  one  other 
queatioii.  I  du  not  bob  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Canterbury  (Mr.  Heniiiker 
H6atou)LD  his  {^aoe,  but  I  gather  from 
what  ha^  axqieared  in  the  newapaperfl 
that  the  hon.  Meinber.ftnd'a  fewfHendn 
have  made  an  oft'er  to  litar  for  cliii^i; 
years  tht;  oosL  that  Jiiay  follow  I  ruin 
t;he  adoptiuM  uf  asvatem  uf  peiin\  ui^taii 
poatat»e.  So  inuch  I  gather  from  tiie 
papers,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  we  are 
very  muoh  indebted  to  the  Frees  for  ia^ 
formation  which  we  do  not  get  in  this 
House,  and  X  fiur&bw  tui4ent«a4  bfmi 
the  BOoie  aoiuiee  thii^'^  0«^|i^id^ 
have  refiised  this  genarouB  offer  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ccmterbury.  From 
a  Bpeecli  of  the  hoi].  Membur,  delivered 
I  think  at  Matichester,  I  understand 
that  be  did  not  gat  a  very  courtciOUH 
answer  from  the  tiovemment,  or  axiy 
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Indication  why  they  refused  the  offer 
^Ej^ept  that  it  is  not  the  custom  to 
idtii>W'  anyone  to  guarantee  losses  from 
9h  isei'vice  of  this  kind.  But  when  we 
i-emeuiber  how  often  guaranteer^  are 
required  before  telegraph  oflBces  are 
ffitablished  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  we  must  allow  that  the  Post 
tJHice  authorities  have  recognised  the 
ityi^tem  of  guarantees,  and  why 
it  should  not  be  applied  in  this 
onm  I  do  not  know.  At  all  events,  I 
'  Bhall  be  glad  to  have  some  information 
why  it  is  the  Government  refuse  to 
the  experiment  to  be  made. 
Personally,  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  adopt  a  system 
of  penny  ocean  postage  without  a 
^ruorantee  from  anybody  in  the  interest 
of  che  commercial  community ;  and  I 
think,  having  in  view  the  large  profits 
derived  from  the  Postal  Service,  they 
would  be  justified  in  doing  this. 

After  a  pause — 

Hb.  MORTON:  Do  I  understand 
that  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  refuses 
to  give  ns  any  information  ? 

(12.60.)  The  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL  (Sir  Jaheb  Febousson, 
Manchester,  N.E.)  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  referred  to  an  offer  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Canterbury  and  some 
Manchester  hriends  to  the  Treasury  to 
gWe  a  guarantee  in  respect  of  a  system 
of  ocean  postage.  That  offer  did  not 
oaBie  before  the  Post  Office,  and,  of 
OQiorse,  the  oSex  could  not  be  enter- 
i^^ed  without  very  much  consideration 
both  as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting 
such  an  offer,  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  guarantee,  the  position  of  the 
guarantors,  and,  in  short,  a  much  more 
formal  consideration  than  could  be 
raven  in  conversation.  I  think  the 
^^anmittee  will  hardly  be  prepared  to 
enter  upon  the  question  as  apractioal  one 
at  the  present  time.  All  I  can  tell  the 
i«pn.  Member  is  that,  as  at  present 
Advised,  the  Goremment  are  not  pre- 
pared to  entertain  the  proposal. 

Mr.  MORTON:  As  I  understand, 
title  guarantee  offered  was  of  an  abso- 
lute and  a  substantial  character  for 
three  years,  a  guarantee  which  to  use 
Mr.  Morton 


a  common  expresmon  was  "  as  safe  aa 
the  Bank  of  England."  I  do  not  know 
whetherthe  matter  is  finally  dismissed ; 
it  would  seem  that  the  Government  are 
not  far-seeing  enough  and  have  not 
sufficient  public  spirit  to  give  proper 
consideration  to  the  offer  made. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

33.  £528,954.  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office  Packet  Servioe. 

34.  £1,736,360,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Post  Office  Tdegraphs. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  agua 
upon  Monday  next. 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 
(No.  369.) 

OOHMITTEB.    [Progvess,  9tk  June.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

(12.57.)  Mb.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to 
move  that  Progress  he  reported.  This, 
is  not  a  Bill  to  be  pushed  through 
Committee  in  the  small  hours  wi&out 
consideration.  It  appears  to  me  a  Bill 
which  ought  to  be  submitted  to  th& 
consideration  of  a  Select  Committee. 
At  any  rate  there  should  be  a  fair 
opportunity  of  considering  a  proposal 
which  is  for  taking  away  authority 
from  this  House  and  transferring  it  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who 
may  dispense  patronage  as  he  pleases^ 
we  here  knowing  nothing  about  these 
matters.  To  my  mind  this  is  an 
objectionable  alteration.  We  have  not 
had  these  matters  properly  explained,, 
and  I  now  move  that  Progress  be 
reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Queation  proposed,. 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
{Mr.  Morton.) 

(12.59.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Lord  George  Haihl- 
TON,  Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  cannot 
conceive  any  reason  whatever  why  the 
Bill  should  not  pass.  From  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  remark  it  would  seem  he 
has  not  read  the  Bill,  for  he  states  that 
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Bill  proposes  to  take  Bome  antho- 
from  this  House  and  confer  it 
n  the  First  Lord,  but  the  exact 
jrse  is  the  case.    The  almost  abso- 
;  power  of  the  Admiralty  is  defined 
I'egulated  by  the  Bill,  and  I  hope 
hon.  Member,  finding  he  is  mis- 
sn  in  his  reading  of  the  Bill,  will 
press  his  Motion,  but  will  allow 
Committee  to  proceed. 

1.0.)  Mb.  MORTON  :  But  we  have 
lething  on  the  "Votes  every  year 
h  regard  to  these  Naval  Knights, 

I  the  question  is  very  pertinently 
ed,  "Who  are  these  Naval 
ights?"  Seeing  the  manner  in 
ich  the  Bill  was  thrust  through 
lond  Beading,  it  certainly  should 
re  proper  examination  in  Ck>mmittee 
n  Select  Committee,  I  think.  Of 
irse,  I  know  if  the  Government  de- 
[  to  force  the  Bill  now  it  is  useless 
me  to  offer  any  opposition ;  but  I 
st  say  it  is  an  almost  indecent  way 
oonauotii^  the  business  of  the 
intry  to  carry  a  Bill  through  its 
ges  without  raving  opportunity  for 
isideration.  I  have  read  the  Bill  as 
efully  as  I  could,  and  if  I  have  mis- 
istrued  some  of  the  clauses,  that 
ms  to  ^ow  that  we  require  ex- 
nation,  which  as  yet  we  have  not 

a. 

Question  put,  and  negatived, 
lilause  agreed  to. 

Etemaining  Glauses,  Sobedale,  and 
gamble  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^hat  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
le." 

(1.3.)  Mr..  MORTON  :  At  any  rate 
hink  the  Government  should  agree 
postpone  the  final  stage  until  Mon- 
y,  BO  that  we  may  have  some  time 
■  consideration.  Surely,  there  is 
inty  of  time  without  hurrying  the 

II  throu^  now  ? 

Third  Beading  deferred  till  Monday 
xt. 


PUBIJC   ELEMENTARY  BCHOOLa 
BILL.-(No.  371,) 
SECOND  BBADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(1.6.)  Mr.  KELLY  (Camberwell,. 
N.) :  It  will  be  observed  that  there  are 
four  notices  of  opposition  to  the  Bill 
from  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side- 
of  the  House,  and  there  will  be  in 
Committee  considerable  opposition  to 
certain  parts  of  the  Bill  from  Members 
on  this  side.  The  first  part  of  the  Bill 
is  to  carry  out  what  I  beUeve  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  Government  as  to* 
rating — 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  :  The  hon.  Member 
would  not  be  entitled  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  Bill  on  a  proposal  to 
put  off  the  Bill  to  another  day. 

Mb.  KELLY  ;  I  only  wish  to  suggest 
to  the  Government  that  as  the  Bill' 
must  meet  with  opposition  from  both 
sides,  it  is  scarcely  expedient  under 
present  oircnmstanoes  to  proceed  with* 
it. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester)  :  Oppo- 
sition is  not  directed  to  the  Bill  as  a 
whole,  but  I  think  it  na^t  ftiirly  be- 
defored  to  Monday. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  oaiv 
testify  to  the  strong  desire  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  that  the  BiU 
should  pass. 

(1.6.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  thk 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,. 
Manchester,  E.):  "  Hope  springs  eternal 
in  the  human  breast,"  and  in  spite  of 
the  gloomy  anticipations  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Kelly)  I  do  not  despair  of 
the  Bill  becoming  law ;  but,  meanwhile,, 
all  I  have  to  sugKest  is  that  we  defer 
discussion  until  Monday. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

TELEGRAPHS  [ADVANCES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedieDt  to  authorise 
(k)  tile  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
axuHi  sams,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
£1,000,000,  as  may  be  required  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Telegr^ib  Aets,  1683  to  1889,  and  t^' 
§nj  Act  of  me  present  Seuion  to  make  further 
pw^ionteBpeeting Telegram ;  and  (b)Uie' 
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■ercation  of  termiiiBble  anaoities,  tor  providing 
suoh  BoniB^payable  oat  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office,  and,  if  those  monevs  are  inauffi- 
ment,  oat  of  the  CoDBolidated  Fand— (£ir 
Jame*  FerguMon.) 

(1.80  Mb-  JOHN  ELLIS  (Notting- 
ham, Bushcliffe)  ;  May  I  ask  whether 
if  the  Bill,  which  has  been  referred  to 
A  Select  (Committee,  is  not  passed,  any 
of  the  money  will  be  required  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
BURY  (Sir  John  Gobbt,  Chatham):  No, 
not  unless  the  Bill  is  passed.  This  is  a 
neoessary  stage  to  enable  the  Bill  to  be 
carried  forward. 

Resolution  to  be  repoited  upon 
Monday  next. 

:iiUPPLY— NAVY    ESTIMATES,  189Z-3. 

Resolutions  [9th  June]  reported. 

1.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exeeeding  £1,215,700, 
'be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expeoae  of  Victualling  and  (lothing  for  the 
Kavy,  including  the  cost  of  Victualling  Estab- 
liabmentB  at  Home  and  Abroad,  which  will 
■eome  in  course  of  payment  dorinit  the  year 
•ending  on  the  3lBt  day  of  March,  1898." 

.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
'Comuiittee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

(1.9.)  Mr.  MORTON :  Earlier  in 
the  Sitting  I  made  an  appeal  to  the 
■Government  to  allow  the  Report  of 
several  of  these  Votes  to  oe  de- 
feri-ed  to  Monday,  because  of  the  rapid 
way  we  got  over  the  work  in  Committee 
-on  Thursday  night.  There  were  many 
matters  to  which  no  consideration  was 
given,  and  I  have  had  letters  from  some 
hon.  Members  who  were  unavoidably 
Absent  from  London,  and  who  desired 
to  discuss  sundry  inattera  in  relation  to 
thei^e  Naval  Votes.  It  would  be  no 
loss  to  the  Government  to  defer  the 
Report  now  and  take  it  at  an  earher 
hour  on  Monday.  I  ask  the  First  Itord 
to  defer  this  Vote  until  Monday.  I 
^thered  from  what  he  said  at  an 
earlier  hour  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  insist  on  taking  the 
Report  at  a  late  hour. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

liesolution  agreed  to. 

2.  "  That  a  sooi,  not  exceedins  £126,00(1  be 
jgranted  to  defray  tho  Expense  of  Medical  Ser- 
vices, incladtng  the  eost  of  Medical  EstabBih- 
rtneuts  at  Home  and  Abroad.** 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Bew>lution." 

Mb.  MORTON:  Surely  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  some 
reply  after  what  he  said  early  this 
afternoon? 

(1.10.)  Mb.  a.  J,  BALFOUR:  I 
do  not  wish  to  press  the  House  unduly 
upon  this  or  any  other  matter ;  but  I 
think  that  Members  are  in  a  business- 
like mood  and  disposed  to  deal  with 
Report  of  Supply  before  we  separate. 
My  right  hon.  EViend  the  Vice  Pi-esi- 
dent  of  the  Council  will  make  his 
general  statement  upon  educational 
matters  at  a  future  stage,  and  then 
opportunity  will  be  given  for  enterinj; 
upon  the  subject  generally. 

Mr.  MORTON :  But  not  on  the 
Naval  Votes. 

Questi(Hi  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 
Resolutions  3  to  13  agreed  to. 

13.  'That  a  Bain,iiot  exceeding  £227^00, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  (he 
Expenses  of  the  Admiralty  Offioe." 

Motion  made,  and  Quisstion  proposed. 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Me.  MORTON:  Upon  this  Vote 
especially  I  would  renew  my  appeal 
for  a  postponement. 

(1.14.)  Mb.  BALFOUR:  The 
House,  I  am  sure,  will  be  happy  to  hear 
now  any  observations  the  hon.  Member 
may  have  to  offer,  but  I  think  private 
letters  to  the  hon.  Grentleman  from 
Members  unknown,  upon  subjects  un- 
defined, scarcely  eJTord  sufficient 
reason  for  the  postponemmt  of  Busi- 
ness. 

Mb.  MORTON :  I  made  the  appeal 
early  this  afternoon,  and  I  repeat  it 
now  on  behalf  of  an  hon.  Frieud 
who  is  unable  to  be  present  to-night. 
The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  may  doubt 
my  word  

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  express  no 
suoh  doubt  at  all. 

Mb.  MORTON:  I  do  think  that 
without  any  detriment  to  Buuness  this 


Digitized  by 


817   Supply— Civil  Sen  ic$s,     {10  Juke,  1892}        1892-3  Estimate.  818 


Vote,  at  least,  might  be  delemed  \a 
Monday. 

QueHtion  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Besolutton  agreed  to. 
Resolutions  14  to  17  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  BERVICE8,  1892^ 
Glass  I. 
Kesolutions  18  to  30  agreed  to. 

Cuss  11. 

Resolutions  31  to  54  agreed  to. 

66.  *'Tl»t  a  sum,  not  ezceedlDg  £37/)51,  be 
gmnted  to  Her  Majei^,  to  eomplete  the  mm 
nanotwnry  to  dofraj  the  Ciheige  vrtileh  will 
oone  in  aoutee  of  payment  4uring  the  year 
aoding  OD  the  Slat  day  of  March  1893,  tor  the 
Balariee  and  Elxpensea  of  the  Offloe  of  the 
Commieeionen  of  Her  Majesty^  Worica  and 
Piiblio  BuiUiDge." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  s^d  Besolutton." 

Mk.  MORTON:  I  do  not  see 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  in 
his  place,  and  he  was  absent,  I  think, 
when  tliis  Vote  was  takdn  in  Com- 
mittee. Tliere  are  two  matters  I  want 
to  call  attention  to ;  but  seeing  that  the 
hrad  of  the  Department  is  not  present, 
perhaps  the  First  Lord  will  aUow  the 
Vote  to  be  postponed,  so  that  I  may 
have  answers  to  the  qaestions  I  desire 
to  ask. 

(1.30.)  Mh.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  address  his 
questions  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasui-y,  perhaps  my  ,  right  hon. 
Friend  can  now  give  him  the  informa- 
tion he  desires. 

Mb.  MORTON  :  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  any  use  doing  that;  the 
Secretar)'  to  the  Treasury  can  know 
nothing  of  the  subjects.  I  will  not  go 
through  the  farce  of  asking  questions  to 
which  I  can  get  no  answer,  and  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  tornight,  but  will 
seek  an  opportunity  upon  the  Appro- 
priation Bill.  Still,  I  think  we  have 
^x>d  reason  to  complain  that  the  First 
Commissioner  should  be  absent  when 
this  Vote  is  before  the  House. 

Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

BesolutioD  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  56  to  61  agreed  to. 

VOL.  V.         [POUBTH  SBBIBS.] 


Class  III. 
Resolutions  62  to  75  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. 

76."  That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £^79^03,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  eora 
neoesaary  to  defiray  Uie  Charge  which  will 
eome  in  oonne  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1893,  for 
Public  Education  in  England  and  Wales,  in- 
cluding Expenses  of  Uie  Education  Office  is 
Zjondon." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolu- 
tion." 

Mb.  MORTON:  Is  this  Vote 
to  be  postponed,  or  how  is  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  to 
make  his  promised  statement  upon 
educational  matters? 

(1.36.)  The  VICE  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  COUNCIL  (Su-  W1IJ.IAH 
Habt  Dyke,  .  Kent,  Dartford) :  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  carry  out  my  promise 
given  last  night.  Many  opportimities 
will  be  offered,  and  I  will  consult  with 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  as  to 
the  statement  being  made  on  one  of  the 
stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  or  on 
some  other  occasion.  Due  notice  will 
be  given,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  better 
opportunity  than  on  the  Report  of 
Supply. 

Mb.  MORTON:  And  opportunity 
will  be  given  for  discussion  ? 

Snt  W.  HARTD7KE:  Certainly; 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  that, 

Db.  TANNER:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  fix  the  date? 
Will  it  be  on  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
or  would  it  not  be  better  to  settle  a 
date? 

Sm  W.  HART  DYKE :  On  Monday 
or  Tuesday  we  may  be  able  to  deter- 
mine when. 

Db.  TANNER:  Say  Tuesday. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  77  to  86  agreed  to. 
3  H 
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aattCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL.— (No.  279.) 
COHSIDKBATIOH. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 

(1.38.)  Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Oieen.  N.E.):  I  would  make  an 
a^pml  to  the  House  in  favour  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Baronet 
(ftir  Richard  Temple),  who  has  given 
iLiiiice  of  an  Amendment,  that  what  he 
proposes  has  been  anticipated  by  the 
Amendments  introduced  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
U<.i>-i.  Baronet  will  find  that  the  object 
hb  h&a  in  view  is  carried  out  by  those 
Amendments.  The  clause  permits  an 
oj!ioer  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  go  on 
board  and  inspeot  the  prorisiona  if  he 
thixifcB  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  but  the 
BiE  does  not  say  that  he  shall  make 
the  inspection .  I  hope  the  hon . 
Baronet  will  not  press  his  Amendment. 

•(1-39.)  Sib  BICHARD  TEMPLE 
(Wcffioester,  Evesham) :  I  do  not  wish 
to  obstruct  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  want 
«mbarrass  the  Board  of  Trade ;  but 
in  d^erenoe  to  the  wishes  of  various 
Hhii^g  interests  with  which  I  have 
heen  in  communication,  I  must  move 
Miy  Amendment.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
my  objection  to  Clause  3  is  not  re- 
moved by  the  hon.  Member's  explana- 
tion. In  a  word  or  two,  I  may  state 
\v)iat  my  object  is. 

m,  SPEAEEB :  U  the  BiU  is  ob- 
j&^oA  to  it  stands  over. 

*Sm  R.  TEMPLE:  Perhaps  my 
Amendment  may  be  accepted  on  a 
little  explanation  ? 

Mjk  HOWELL:  With  the  general 
Asseiit  of  the  House,  perhaps  the  hon. 
Bfironet  may  be  allowed  to  explain. 

»SiB  R.  TEMPLE  :  In  a  few  words 
I  can  explfun  the  Amendment  I  desire 
to  move.  It  is  quite  agreed  that  the 
provisions  shall,  if  necessary,  be  in- 
moted,  bat  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
c^fiibw  oE  the  Board  of  Trade  may  go  on 
board  jogt  before  a  ^p  is  about  to 
sul.  If  an  objection  is  made  to  the 
quality  of  the  provisions,  then  the  ship 
mxt&b  be  detained  until  the  inspection 
is  made,  and  the  defect  is  remedied. 
The  only  object  of  my  Amendment  is 


to  secure  that  the  owner  or  agent, 
having  given  due  notice  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  probable  date  of  the 
ship's  saiUng,  the  inspection  shall  be 
msde  in  due  time,  and  to  allow  a 
proper  interval  before  the  appointed 
date  of  sailing,  so  that  if  there  are  any 
defects  to  be  remedied  that  may  not 
necessitate  tiie  detention  of  the  ship 
beyond  the  announced  date  of  sailing,  u 
the  officer  for  any  reason  fails  to  make 
his  inspection  in  time,  that  shall  not 
be  a  reason  for  detaining  the  vesscd. 
Nothing  is  so  detrimental  to  the  just 
interests  of  a  ship  as  detention.  If 
my  Amendment  is  adopted  there  will 
be  a  certainty  that  an  inspection,  if 
made,  shall  be  made  in  time  to  remedy 
an^  defect  in  the  provisions  foimd  to 
exist.  It  is  a  simple  matter,  and  I 
leave  the  Amendment  in  the  hands  of 
the  House. 

(1.41.)  Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I 
am  sorry  to  have  put  my  hon.  Friend 
to  the  trouble  of  explaining  his  Amend- 
ment. I  have  given  a  pledge  not  to 
allow  Progress  to  be  made  with  other 
than  Government  Bills  after  twelve 
o'clock  so  that  I  cannot  consent  to  thia 
Bill  being  taken  to-night.  I  have, 
however,  consulted  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  1  find  that  the  BiU  does 
come  under  the  category  of  unopposed 
measures,  and  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  R. 
Temple)  has  himself  said  he  does  not 
wish  to  defeat  the  Bill.  I  propose 
therefore  on  Monday  to  include  the 
Bill  among  the  Government  Orders  of 
the  Day. 

Consideration,  as  amended,  deferred 
till  Monday  next. 


TELEGRAPHS  BILU 

The  Select  Committee  od  the  Telegraphs 
Bill  was  nominated  of— Ur.  Ghaiwwllor  of  tha 
Bxoheqaer,  Mr.  Crilly,  Mr.  imUam  Croee,  BIr. 
John  Ellit,  Sir  Edwud  Hill,  Mr.  Athralev-JoneB 
Mr.  Latdoe,  Mr.  Leon,  The  Poatmaatar 
Qenend,  Mr.  Summers,  and  Mr.  Ta^r. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  aend  for  perBona,  papers,  and  reeordi; 

Ordered,  That  Five  ba  tha  quomin.— (Sir 
James  Fergusaon^ 

(1,43.)  Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Not- 
tingham,  Busholiffe):  It  is  generally 
understood  that  two  names  are  to 
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e  added,  and  one  of  these  that 
I  the  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  the 
[ember  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw 
efevre).  I  suppose  I  may  take  it  that 
le  Committee  will  not  sit  until  those 
ames  are  added  ? 

The  P08TMA8TBB  GENEBAL 
Sir  Jaues  Fbboussom,  Manchester, 
f.B.) :  The  Committee  will  not  meet 
ir  business  until  after  Monday.  The 
[embers  will  meet  on  Monday  to 
tioose  the  Chairman  and  to  settle  the 
jurse  of  procedure.  I  will  oommnni- 
ite  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
[ember  for  Bradford. 

Mb.  LLIS:  Yes;  but  it  is 
esizable,  in  settling  the  oonrse  of  pro- 
sedure,  to  have  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
lan  present,  and  have  the  benefit  of 
is  experience  and  assistuioe. 

Sib  jambs  FEBGUSSON  :  Having 
jgard  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
'e  find  ourselves,  and  the  importance 
F  passing  the  Bill,  it  is  deurable  not  to 
ise  a  d^y  in  appointing  the  Com- 
dttee.  The  other  names  wiU  be 
3ded  on  Monday,  and  I  think  the  hon, 
[ember  may  be  satisfied  with  my 
ssoranoe  that  budness  will  not  be 
roceeded  with  until  the  Committee  is 
omplete. 


OAS  ORDERS  CONFIRUATION  BILL 

[Lords}. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

OCAL    GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDER  (OLASOOW,  &0.)  BILL 
[£ord«]^-CNa  66.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BAHWATB  ORDERS  COMFIRICATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lordsl-OXo.  397.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

OCAL  OOVERNUENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL.-(No.  339.) 

Beported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
sional  Orders  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
te  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  FRO- 
VISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL. 
(No.  354.) 

Beported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed]  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  apon  Monday  next. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  (PUB* 
CHASE)  BILL.— (No.  257.) 

liords'  Amendment  to  be  considere  d 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  BEMUMBRA* 
TION)  BILL.— (No.  219.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MARRIAGES  ABROAD  BILL  ILarda^ 
(No.  261.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
tibird  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

NATIONAL   DEBT   (CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL.— {No.  386.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed* 

ALKALI,  &o.,  WORKS  BILU-<No.  864.) 

Considered  in  &>mmittee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amen^ent ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLA8SEB 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (Na  293.) 
CJonsidered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
thiid  time,  and  passed. 

PARLIAHSNTABT  DEPOSITS  AMD 

BONDS  BILL.-(No.  880.) 

Considered  in  (committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICIABY  (SCOT- 
LAND BILL.— (No.  294.) 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

POST  OFFICE  ACTE  (1891)  EXTENSION 
BILL.— (No.  37B.) 

Considered  in  Oommittee,  and  xe- 
wnrted,  without  Amendment;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 
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POFilCE  RETITBNB  BILL.— (No.  376.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Ameodment;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

RURAL  L.\BOURERS*  COTTAGES  BILI^ 
(No.  138.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 
Beport  from  the  Select  Committer 
brought  up,  and  read  [Inquiry  not  com- 
pleted] . 

Minutes  of  FroceedingB  to  foe  printed. 
[No.  253.] 

Bepoi-t  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.  [No.  253.] 


CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  RBVSNCE 
DEPARTMENTS,  1892-3. 
(Supplementary  Estimate). 
Copy  presented, — of  an  Estimate  of 
the '  Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the 
servioe  of  the  year  ending  3lBt  March 
1893,  in  addition  to  the  Sums  provided 
in-Hhe  Estimates  presented  in  the 
ouirent  year  [by  Command] ;  Beferred 
to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  266.] 

CIVIL  SBRVICBS  AND  BBVBNUE 
piCPARTBCENTS,  1892-3. 

(SuPPDEMENTAfiT  ESTIMATE,  ClABB  4, 

Public  Education  Scotland). 
Copy  presented, — of  Supplementary 
Estimate  of  the  Amount  required  in 
the  ^ear  ending  Slat  •Marob  1893,  for 
Pubhc  Education  in  Scotland  [by 
Command];  Beferred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
354.] 

SAVINGS  BANES  AND  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES. 

Accounts  presented,  —  showing  the 
interest  accrued  in  respect  of  the 
securities  standing  in  the  names  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Beduction 
of  the  National  Debt  to  the  credit  of 
the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  Fudd,  of 
the  Fund  tor  the  Banks  for  Savings, 
and  the  Ftand  for  IWendly  Societie», 
for  the  year  1891  [by  Act] ;  .  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 
Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  Chief 
Inspector  for  the  year  ending  3l8t 
October  1891  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POLICE   (FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Copy  pansented, — of  Reports  on  the 
Control  and  Organisation  of  the  Police 

in  the  Capitals  and  Provinces  of  certain 
Foreign  Countries  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE. 
Copy  presented, — of  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Governors  for  the  year  1891, 
with  Accounts  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (UCKKSS 
REFUSED). 

Betnm  presented, — relative  ther^ 
(in    continuation    of  Parliamentary 

Paper,  No.  381.  of   Session  1890) 

[Address  15th  February ;  Sir  William 
Harcourt] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CERTIFIED  DAY  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  applying  to  Certified 
Day  Industrial  Schools  in  Glasgow 
recommendations  under  "The  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1876,"  as  to 
the  Parliamentary  Grant  [by  Act] ;  b> 
He  upon  the  Table. 

PASSAGE  OF  FETROLEDM  (8DSZ 
CANAL)  (COUHERCIAL,  No.  6,  1888). 
Copy  presented, — of  Correspondenoe 
respecting  the  Passage  of  Petroleum  in 
bulk  through  the  Buck  Canal  ^ 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MOTION. 


ANCIEMT  MOHuSBS?    PHOTBOTIOS  ACT 

(1882)  aWSSS^^'^^' 
On  HotioD  of  Sir  John  iHtf  I 

Act,  1882,"  ordBwd  (o  b? 
John   Lrtboek,  Mr.  cJH^^'^JS 

BUlp««nt«a,«dr8Mfl«tti»..  {Ba«s.i^ 
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HOUSE   OF  LOBDS. 
Monday,  13th  June,  1892. 


REPBESBXTATIVE   PEERS  FOR 
IRELAND. 

Earl  of  Clonmell :  Beport  made 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the 
right  of  Thomas  Charles  Soott  Earl  of 
Cloiimell  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Be- 
preaentative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been 
established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor ;  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLL. 

George  Douglas,  Duke  of  Argyll, 
E.G.,  E.T.  in  the  Peerage  of  Scotland 
ffiaron  Sundridge  in  the  Peerage  of 
Great  Britain)  naving  been  created 
Duke  of  Argyll  in  the  Peerage  of  the 
United  Kingdom— Was  (in  we  usual 
manner)  introduced. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 
QUBSnOM.  0B8BBTATI0NB. 

-Lord  HEEBIES:  My  Lords,  I  wish 
to  ask  a  question,  ot  which  I  have  given 
private  notice  to  the  noble  Marquess  at 
the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
with  rward  to  certain  atrocities  that 
are  said  to  have  been  committed 
in  Uganda  under  the  protection  and 
with  the  assistance  of  officials  of  the 
British  East  A&ica  Company  and 
officers  in  Her  Majesty's  Army.  I  do 
not  wish  to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
subjeot  without  further  information, 
but  I  think  it  is  most  desirable  that 
that  further  information  should  be 
given  as  soon  as  possible.  It  seems 
very  strange  that  when  a  great  part  of 
Europe  is  ringing  with  the  accusations 
brought  against  certain  officials  of  the 
British  East  Africa  Company,  and 
accounts  have  been  read  in  all  the  news- 
papers of  these  atrocities  which  are 
said  to  have  been  committed,  no  in- 
formation has,  as  yet,  been  received  from 
those  people  who  are  supposed  to  have 
assisted  m  these  atrocities.  I,  there- 
fore, would  ask  the  noble  Marquess 
whsther  he  can  give  us  any  information 
m  the  subjeot,  and  in  any  case  whether 
will  be  prepared  to  send  out  to  that 
antry  some  Commissioner  qualified 

VOL.  V.  [FOUBTH  8BBIXS.] 


to  make  a  special  report  on  the  subjeet, 
who  shall  make  inaoiries  on  the  spot, 
and  let  us  know  wnat  really  has  hap- 
pened and  what  is  the  state  of  the  case.' 
My  Lords,  I  think  the  honour  of  Eng- 
land is  at  stake,  and  that  this  matter 
must  be  cleared  up  sooner  or  latere  It 
seems  almost  incredible — I  hesitate  to 
believe  that  English  officers  should' 
have  been  guilty,  of  such  conduct ;  and, 
therefore,  I  say  as  an  Englishman  that 
I  wait  with  the  greatest  anxiety  for 
some  further  information.  And  I' 
would  remind  your  Lordships  tiiat 
the  information  which  the  Company 
may  give  to  us  must  be  considered  as 
ex  parte  statements,  and  that  we  shall 
require  something  more ;  what  we 
require  is  that  some  independent  per- 
son shall  be  able  to  give  us  information 
of  what  has  really  happened ;  and  I 
would  ask  the  noble  Marquess  whether 
he  can  give  any  assurance  that  means 
shall  be  taken  to  acquire  that  informa- 
tion? 

The  PEIME  MINISTEB  and 
SECBETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbubt)  :  My  Lords,  just  before 
I  came  down  to  the  House  I  received  a 
telegram  from  Mr.  Portal,  of  Zanzibar, 
which  bears  upon  this  question,  though 
it  does  not  entirely  answer  the  questions 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  will  read  the 
effect  of  it  to  the  House.  It  reports 
the  receipt  of  letters  from  Muanza, 
a  place  near  the  southern  end  of  Lake 
Victoria  Nyanza,  dated  31st  March; 
the  arrival  there  of  Captain  Williams, 
one  of  the  officers  in  the  eimtloyment 
of  the  British  East  Africa  Company, 
who  brought  the  news  that  the  fighting 
in  Uganda  was  ended,  and  that  hopes 
were  entertained  of  coming  to  terms  with 
Mwangaandhisadherents;  andthatthe 
EngUsh  missionaries  were  in  Uganda, 
and  nineteen  missionaries  in  the 
Bukoba  district.  From  the  con- 
cluding words  of  the  message,  whic^ 
are  not  quite  clear,  it  appears  that 
they  were  all  safe  and  weU.  I  hope 
that  that  at  all  events  will  diminish  the 
aouteness  of  the  anxiety,  which  has  been 
very  naturally  felt,  at  the  reports  which 
have  reached  this  country.  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Lord  that  we  have 
felt  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the 
self-devoted  men,  who  appear  to  hf^ 
been  exposed  to  great  danger  and  it 
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may  be  to  great  soffering ;  and,  if  I 
believed  for  a  moment  that  any  British 
agent  had  been  gnilty  of  the  violence 
miich  the  noble  Lord  su^ests — had 
been  gnilty  of  attacking  Boman 
Catholic  estabUshments,  or  taking 
any  hostile  action  against  the 
snbjects  <rf  other  European  Powers,  I 
shoold  join  heartily  with  him  in  the 
language  of  condemnation  he  has  used ; 
but  I  do  think  that  we  owe  it  to 
British  officers  that  we  should  not 
condemn  them  before  we  have  heard 
what  they  have  to  say.  Though  I 
have  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
Captain  Lugard  and  Captain  Williams, 
I  have  seen  the  reports  of  the 
former  now  for  seventl  years,  and 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  thondits  than 
any  action  of  a  propagandist  (uoaracter, 
or  than  the  use  of  the  force  at  his  dis- 
posal for  the  injury  either  of  those  of 
another  religion  or  those  of  another 
nation.  All  his  reports  breathe  a  spirit 
of  the  utmost  impartiality  and  loyalty, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  when  we 
know  the  facts  we  shall  know  that  he 
and  his  coadjutors  have  acted  as 
becomes  British  soldiers.  But  that 
does  not  diminish  in  the  least  the  deep 
regret  with  which  we  have  heard  of  the 
sofferings  of  the  missionaries  on  Lake 
Nyanza.  I  hope,  from  the  telegram  I 
have  just  read,  that  the  reports  are 
exaggerated.  We  know  from  experience 
that  reports  coming  across  from  the 
interior  to  the  coast  are  liable  to  be 
very  much  disfigured  on  the  road,  and 
therefore  we  cannot  at  present  speak 
:with  confidence.  The  noble  Lord  asks 
us  to  make  immediate  inquiries  by 
means  of  a  Commissioner.  I  think  the 
words  he  used  indicate  that  he  is  not 
quite  acquainted  with  the  geographical 
oonditions  of  the  problem.  It  takes  six 
months  for  a  caravan  to  get  from  the 
coast  to  this  Lake  and  back  again ;  so 
that  a  Commissioner,  even  if  everything 
ran  perfectly  straight,  could  only  just 
visit  the  Lake  and  come  back  Eigain  by 
December  next.  Undoubtedly  we  will 
make  every  inquiry,  and  we  will  call 
rigorously  to  account  any  who,  on 
inquiry,  deserve  that  their  conduct 
fi^ould  be  censured.  We  are  very 
anxious  that  peace  should  be  restored 
in  that  ooimtry,  and  that  the  seU- 
deroted  men  who  have  beui  wcurking 

The  Marquees  of  Salisbury 


th^e  should  be  restored  to  their 
activity ;  but,  in  spite  of  that  anxiety, 
we  cannot  allow  any  TOe8ampti<Hi  ai 
blame  to  rest  upon  Britiah  agents 
whose  reports,  for  some  reason  or  other^ 
we  have  not  yet  received,  and  as  t(> 
whose  cmdoct  it  would  therefore  be- 
most  unjust  in  na  to  form  condusi(Mis. 
*The  Eabd  op  EIMBEBIiEY:  My 
Lends,  it  would  not  be  either  ri^t  or 
convenient  to  enter  into  such  a  ques- 
tion as  that  relating  to  Uganda  upon  a 
mere  question  asked  upon  a  very 
interestmg  point  no  doubt,  but 
which  does  not  involve  the  whole  of 
our  relations  at  all  with  that  country. 
At  the  same  time  I  have  heara 
with  satisfaction  the  news  which,  so 
far  as  it  goes»  tends  to  relieve  our 
anxiety ;  it  is  not  of  very  lato  date,  and 
other  events  may  have  happen^  since; 
still,  so  far  as  it  goes,  it  tells  us  that 
the  hostilities  have  ceased,  and  there- 
fore leads  us  to  hope  that  a  state  of 
things  may  exist  there  which  is  not 
such  as  to  give  rise  to  any  complaint 
on  the  part  of  others.  But,  my  Lords^ 
I  cannot  help  making  one  remark, 
namely,  that  it  is  not  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  things  when  we  are  held 
responsible  for  the  acte  of  British 
officers  in  a  part  of  Africa  with  which 
it  seems  it  takes  no-  less  than  six 
months  to  oommunicate ;  and,  if  I 
could  have  given  notice,  or  had  known 
that  this  question  was  going  to  be  put, 
I  should  have  liked  to  nave  asked  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  the  announce- 
ment that  I  have  seen  in  the  Times 
newspaper  that  the  British  East 
Africa  Company  have  determined  to 
abandon  Ugan^,  is  well  founded,  and^ 
if  BO,  what  are  likely  to  he  the  stepa 
taken  with  regard  to  our  position  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world.  ^x>bably 
the  noble  Marquess  would  not  wi^  to 
answer  that  qnestion  without  notice, 
and,  if  he  wishes  it,  I  will  give  notice  ; 
but  if  he  could  answer  it  simply  now, 
I  think  it  would  be  some  satisfaction 
to  your  Lordships  to  know  how  the 
matter  stands. 

The  Mabquebs  op  SALISBURY  : 
I  believe  it  is  perfectly  true  that  ordera 
have  been  sent  to  Captain  Lugard  to 
withdraw  from  Uganda,  I  do  not  think 
to  withdraw  to  the  coast — that  is  my 
recollection  speaking  without  notioe — 
but  to  a  pUwe  about  half-way.  With 
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aect  to  the  holding  of  Uganda,  I 
te  admit  that,  as  long  as  the  com- 
nications  are  as  difficult  as  they  are 
V,  it  will  be  an  arduous  task  for  this 
intry  to  maintain  its  position  there, 
ave  a  remedy  which  I  hope  the  new 
rliament  will  adopt,  and  that  is  to 
lourage  the  making  of  a  railway  to 
anda ;  and,  as  soon  as  a  railway  is 
de  to  Uganda,  there  will  not  be  the 
[htest  difficulty  in  maintaining  our 
lition. 

Che  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  The 
lie  Marquess  will  forgive  my  saying 
it  there  will  be  a  very  considerable 
le,  X  conclude,  before  this  railway  is 
npleted,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
at  our  relations  with  the  country 
II  be  during  that  long  interval  ? 
LoBD  HEBBIES :  I  should  like  to 
ike  one  remark  on  what  has  fallen 
m  the  noble  Marquess.  I  think  the 
ble  Marquess  was  hardly  fair  upon 
I  in  saying  that  I  condemned  the 
ion  of  those  officers.  I  said  that  I 
iitated  to  condemn  their  action  until 
received  further  information  on  the 
>ject ;  but  I  went  on  to  say  that  I 
)ttght  we  must  consider  that  further 
ormation  as  on  ez  parte  statement, 
d  that  independent  evidence  was 
sessary. 

Ihe  DuKBOF'ABGYLL:  Before  this 
loussion  terminates  I  wish  to  say 
it  I  quite  understand  the  noble  Lord 
lo  has  just  sat  down  not  to  anticipate 
3  result  of  inquiries  about  to  be  made, 
d  not  beforehand  to  express  an 
inion  that  blame  ought  to  be  thrown 
w  upon  British  officers  against  whom 
presumption  seems  to  have  arisen, 
think  onder  very  mistakeQ  circum- 
inoes,  owing  to  stories  told  at  second 
d  third  lumd  through  a  most  un- 
liable source.  But  I  rise,  not  in  con- 
^uence  of  anything  my  noble  Friend 
ftr  me  (Earl  of  Eimberle^)  said,  bat 
bher  because  of  the  tone  in  which  he 
oke  of  the  whole  question.  My 
)rds,  this  is  a  large  question,  and  one 
at  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
ssed  on  an  incidental  discussion  such 
this  ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  mis- 
ke  the  tone  of  my  noble  Friend,  im- 
fing  that  the  whole  position  of  Great 
itam  in  Central  Africa  was  one  to  be 
precated  and  condemned. 
The  Eabl  of  EIMBEBLEY:  I 
Tor  said  anything  of  the  kind. 


The  Duke  of  ARGYLL :  I  thought 
that  was  the  tone  of  ray  noble  Friend. 
I  only  wish  to  say  distinctly, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  in 
the  opinion  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  it  wiU  be 
the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  take  her 
part  with  the  other  European  nations 
in  the  civilisation  of  Africa  and  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
that  these  two  great  objects  cannot  be 
accomplished  unless  Great  Britaiik 
asserts  her  power  over  that  vast  terri- 
tory over  which  her  dominion  has 
been  acknowledged,  over  which  her 
sphere  of  influence— beheve  that  is  the 
term — has  been  extended.  "With  re- 
gard to  the  possibility  of  wars,  more  or 
less  bloodjr,  happening  in  that  counti^, 
it  is  inevitable  that  such  wars  will 
happen,  luid  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
great  fuss  will  be  made  in  tiiis  country 
about  a  few  hundred  negroes  shot  in 
these  encounters. 

-The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Hear, 

hear ! 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL :  I  quite 
understand  ray  noble  Friend's  cheer ; 
but  I  beg  my  noble  Friend  to  read  the 
account  which  the  missionaries  give  of 
the  loss  of  human  life  which  occurs  in 
these  districts  of  Africa  from  the 
savagery  of  native  kin^.  I  ventnre  to 
say  that  there  will  be  no  loss  of  life  in 
any  number  of  battles  against  the 
British  or  Eigainst  European  Powers  to 
be  compared  with  the  daily  blood- 
letting and  murder  of  thousands  of 
people  by  the  savage  tribes  of  Africa. 
My  Lords,  it  is  a  Continent  which 
seems  to  be  given  over  on  lease  to  the 
Devil.  It  is  impossible  to  exa^erate 
the  languE^e  one  would  use  of  the 
horrors  that  eo  on  among  native  princes, 
and  all  that  is  due  to  a  great  extent  to 
the  loathsome  slave  trade  carried  on 
with  Arab  slave  dealers;  and  we  are 
one  at  least  of  the  great  Powers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  that  is  put  an  end 
to  as  soon  as  possible.  So  far,  then, 
from  thinking  that  our  position  is  un-- 
satisfactory  in  Uganda,  merely  because 
occasional  difficulties  arise,  or  occa- 
sional battles  happen,  or  blolsd  is  shed, 
I  think  these  are  occasions  on  whi<di 
we  must  put  our  hand  to  the  wheel  and 
;o  forwaxd  with  the  policy  indicated 
y  the  noble  Marquess  of  establishing 
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a  thorough  commanication  from  ooast 
to  coast  of  Central  Africa. 
♦The  Babl  op  KIMBBRLEY  :  I  am 
not  going  to  answer  the  noble  Duke, 
because  that  would  be  out  of  order ;  but 
I  rise  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 
I  did  not  say  one  single  word  of  con- 
demnation with  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government;  I  prefaced  my 
remarks  by  saying  that  I  did  not  think 
this  a  fitting  opportunity  of  entering 
upon  these  very  large  questions ;  but  I 
suppose  even  those  who  approve  entirely 
of  the  pdicy  of  the  Government  do  not 
think  it  wrong  to  inquire  what  may  be 
our  position  in  that  part  of  the  country,  or 
to  inquire  of  the  Government  in  what 
way  they  propose  to  deal  with  the 
difiBculties  that  arise.  My  object 
was  merely  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  present  condition  of  Uganda,  and 
I  protest  against  my  remarks,  which 
were  of  a  simple  character,  being  inter- 
preted in  a  sense  they  will  not  bear. 

LORD  WANTAGE'S  COMMITTEE. 

QUESTION.  OBSEBVATIONS. 

LoBD  SANDHURST  :  With  the 
leave  of  the  House  I  wish  to  ask  a 
question,  of  which  I  have  given  private 
notice  to  Lord  Wantage,  who  presided 
over  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  Army  service. 
It  is  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether 
he  will  state  what  were  the  reasons 
which  guided  the  Committee  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  Army  service 
with  reference  to  the  course  taken  by 
them  in  regard  to  the  evidence  sent 
home  by  Lord  Boberts ;  and  why  that 
evidence  was  not  included  in  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  Furliament? 

LoBD  WANTAGE :  My  Lords,  owing 
to  his  absence  in  India  Lord  Boberts 
was  not  able  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Committee ;  but  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  Committee  was  from  time  to  time 
unofficially  sent  out  to  Lord  Boberts, 
and  he  sent  home  a  paper  which  he 
himself  described  as  "  A  review  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  Lord  Wantage's 
Committee."  That  paper,  being  in 
the  nature  of  a  oommentajT'  or  criti- 
oiam  of  the  evidence,  did  not  appear  to 
the  Committee,  however  valuable  in  it- 
self, to  be  either  intended  or  suitable 
for  inclusion  in  the  evidence  and 
Bepcnrt  furnished  to  Parliament. 

The  Duke  of  Argyll 


THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbuby  ac- 
quainted the  House,  by  the 
Queen's  Command,  "  That  Her 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
issue  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  24th 
day  of  May,  creating  His  Boyal  High- 
ness Prince  George  Frederick  Ernest 
Albert  Duke  of  York,  whereby  his  said 
Boyal  Highness  has  obtained  the  right 
to  sit  and  vote  among  their  Lordships 
in  Parliament ;  and  Her  Majesty  re- 
commends it  to  the  House  to  consider 
of  the  place  his  said  Boyal  Hi^mess 
should  occupy  hi  the  House." 

Ordered,  That  the  matter  with  which 
the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  has  ac- 
quainted the  House  by  Her  Majesty's 
Command  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Lords  Committee  for 
Privileges ;  and  that  their  Lordships  do 
meet  to  take  the  same  into  considera* 
tion,  to-morrow  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and 
do  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

SHALL  AOBICULTURAL  HOU3IN08 
BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

*The  LOBD  PEIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask 
your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second  Bead- 
ing to  a  Bill  for  the  provision  of  Small 
Agricultural  Holdings  in  Great  Britain. 
My  Lords,  it  has  been  my  duty,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  to  present 
Bills  to  this  House  for  dealing  with  the 
question  of  tenure  of  land.  Those 
Bills  related  entirely  to  one  part  of  the 
United  Bjngdom,  namely,  to  Ireland  ; 
but,  though  I  retain  a  grateful  recol- 
lection of  the  generosity  and  support 
which  I  received  from  your  Lordships 
on  the  occasion  of  the  performance  of 
past  duties,  I  cannot  but  feel  anxiety 
as  to  the  performance  of  the  taek  wbi<m 
is  before  me  now  with  regard  to  the 
Bill  which  now  lies  on  your  Lordshipe* 
Table.  My  Lords,  this  Bill  has  been 
for  some  time  past  before  Parliament, 
and  before  the  oonntev.  It  was  in- 
troduced into  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of 
oulture  in  a  speeoh  of  ning^ilftr  abiuty 
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eloquence,  which  gave  to  that 
embly  a  very  complete  description 
its  scope  and  its  general  bearing. 
Lords,  I  cannot  doubt  that  every 
of  your  Lordships  will  have  made 
iseli,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  any 
i,  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of 
I  Bill;  and  I  am  therefore  some- 
at  in  doubt  as  to  what  course  I 
uld  pursue  in  moving  its  Second 
^ing  to-night.  I  remember  to  have 
hrd  that  on  one  occasion,  when  a 
mber  of  your  Lordships'  House  had 
formed  the  duty  of  moving  the 
;ond  Beading  of  a  Bill  in  a  somewhat 
"functory  and  incomplete  manner,  a 
tinguished  Peer  rose,  and  began 
speech  by  saying  that  "  The 
ble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  BiU 
reared  to  have  omitted  to  do  that 
ich  he  asked  the  House  to  do, 
mely,  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
le."  My  Lords,  I  am  not  anxious  to 
ur  any  such  criticism  as  that ;  and 
>  I  think  I  should  be  wanting  in 
pect  to  this  House,  especiallv  in 
w  of  tbe  many  changes  which  nave 
m  imported  into  the  Bill  during  its 
isage  through  the  other  House  of 
rliament,  if  I  failed  to  go  as  quickly, 
1  as  concisely,  and  as  clearly  as  1 
I  through  the  general  scheme  of  the 
1,  and  asked  your  Lordships  to  pass 
udgment  upon  it  as  a  whole.  My 
rds,  as  to  the  necessity  which  exists 
some  measure  of  this  sort,  and  as 
the  objects  which  influence  us 
presenting  it  to  the  House,  I 
iceive  that  all  of  your  Lordships 
both  sides  of  the  House  will  pro- 
)ly  be  agreed.  I  do  not  intend  on  the 
isent  occasion  to  discuss  the  circum- 
nces  under  which  agriculture  has 
some  depressed,  or  the  causes  which 
y  have  led  to  that  depression, 
sre  is,  however,  one  of  the  many  evils 
ioh  at  present  affect  agriculture  to 
ioh  our  attention  has  b^n  specially 
acted ;  I  allude  to  the  migration 
ich  is  taking  place,  and  wliich 
reases  every  day,  of  the  rural  popu- 
on  from  the  rural  districts  into  the 
rns.  My  Lords,  that  migration  is 
haps  easily  understood,  and  can  be 
ily  acooimted  for.  No  doubt  the 
sad  of  education,  the  increased 
lUties  of  communication,  and  other 
see  are  likely  to  lead  young  men 
agrionitural  districtg  to  look  to 


something  more  lively  than  the  occupa- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  brought 
up,  and  to  induce  them  to  leave  the 
coimtry  and  to  go  into  the  towns. 
But  the  worst  of  this  state  of  things  is 
that  the  want  of  sufficient  labour, 
which  is  the  result  of  this  migration, 
Yxas  injurious  effects,  not  only  upon  the 
labourers  themselves,  not  only  upon 
the  tenants,  not  only  upon  the  owners 
of  land,  bat  also  upon  the  whole 
conunnnitT.  Undoubtedly  the  defi- 
ciency of  labour  which  is  thus 
caused  must  result  in  a  deficiency 
of  yield  of  produce  throughout 
the  coimtry,  and  such  a  deficiency 
must  injuriously  affect  every  member 
of  the  community.  My  Lords,  we 
believe  that  some  remedy  can  be  found 
for  this  most  serious  evil,  and  we 
believe  that  it  can  be  found  in  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  occupying 
owners  by  the  creation  of  smaU 
holdings  in  the  agricultural  districts. 
With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  points, 
it  may  be  satisfactory  to  those  who 
value  consistency  in  policy  and  con- 
tinuity in  legislation  that  I  should 
remind  the  House  that  the  main 
object  which  we  put  forward  in  the 
Land  Purchase  Bill  of  last  year  was 
the  increase  which  it  would  bring 
about  in  the  number  of  occupying 
ownera.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  necessity  or  the  advisability  of  such 
an  increase  proceeded  in  Ireland  and 
in  En^and  from  two  diametrically 
opposite  causes.  In  Ireland  there  is 
that  love  of  the  soil  which  possesses 
the  inhabitants,  that  "land  hunger"  . 
as  it  is  called  which  induces  them, 
above  all  things,  to  remain  in  and 
cling  to  that  land  upon  which  they  have 
been  bom.  In  England,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  I  have  just  said,  the  evil  which 
we  have  to  combat  is  mainly  this :  that 
there  is  a  tendency,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  bom  and  bred  in  the  country, 
to  leave  the  country  to  the  detriment 
of  the  agricultural  interest.  But,  how- 
ever that  may  be,  my  Lords,  the 
principle  was  adopted  and  was  estab- 
lished that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of 
the  country  that  we  should,  as  much  as 
possible,  increase  the  number  of  the 
occupying  owners  of  the  soil.  We 
have,  therefore,  determined  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Small 
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Hfddings  which  sat  from  1888  to  1890. 
Perhaps  yoor  Lordships  will  allow  me 
to  read  the  two  paragraphs  which  refer 
Bpeeially  to  this  point.  The  Committee 
aay : — 

"  On  this  bruoh  of  the  rabjeot  your  Com- 
mittee are  BtroDglyood  naanirooiuly  of  oiunion 
that  the  extension  of  a  system  of  small  hold- 
ings is  a  matter  of  national  importance.  It  is 
desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  rural  popula- 
tion, to  whom  it  often  the  beet  incentive  to 
iodusiiy  and  thrift,  and  it  is  oftlcolated  to  §dd 
to  the  seeuri^  of  |»ro|Kirty  by  incrsMing  the 
nnmbar  of  penons  dlieotfy  interested  in  the 
■oiL" 

And  then,  in  the  conclusions  to  which 
they  came,  the  following  paragraph 
occurs: — 

"  The  folloiriog  is  a  Bummary  of  the  con- 
elusiou  anived  at  by  the  Committee :  1.  That 
the  exkensioB  of  a  system  of  small  holdings  is 
a  matter  of  nsi^nd  importsnce,  botti  in  the 
interests  of  the  nml  population  and  also  as 
adding  to  the  seonritjr  of  proper^  generally. 
2.  That  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature  is 
called  for  by  the  special  oiroamstwces  of  the 
esse,  and  is  jostifled  by  oonsiderations  affect- 
ing the  well-being  of  the  whole  community." 

It  is  our  desire  to  encourage  occupiers 
to  become  owners  of  small  holdings,  to 
attach  labourers  to  the  soil  by  the  in- 
ducements which  the  future  or  imme- 
diate possession  of  land  may  provide, 
and  we  desire  and  we  hope  to 
bring  book  from  the  towns  some  of 
those  who  have  deserted  their  native 
villages,  and  who  have  endeavoured  to 
earn  a  living  in  other  branches  of 
industry  than  that  of  agriculture.  My 
Lords,  a  right  hon.  Gentleman,  a 
colleague  of  noble  Lords  opposite, 
some  time  ago  raised  the  cry,  "The 
village  for  the  villagers."  I  thmk 
that  anyone  who  reads  the  Beport 
of  this  Committee  on  Small  Hold- 
ings will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  will  be  necessary  before  long  to  bring 
back  "the  villagersto  the  vil^re;"  and 
I  believe  it  will  be  found  wat  the 
measure  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  la^  before  your  Lordships  is  one 
that  18  calculated  to  effect  that  object. 
We  have  done  something,  as  your 
Lordships  know,  by  the  provision  of 
allotments.  Two  measures  have  been 
tuhssed  in  the  course  of  tiie  present 
Parliament  to  assist  the  promotion  of 
allotments  which  were  limited  to  one 
acre ;  but  it  is  our  wish  to  go  still  further 
in  that  direction.  It  is  encouraging  tons 
to  know  that  the  small  holdings  which 
have  been  established  in  the  country 
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have  proved  to  a  great  extent  success- 
fnl.  No  doubt,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
well-known  district  in  Lincolnshire 
where  small  holdings  were  formed  a 
long  time  ago,  in  some  cases  such  a 
heavy  price  had  to  be  given  for  the 
land  tlubt  those  who  settled  in  these 
small  holdings  were  not  only  unable  to 
live  in  them  but  were  absolutely  ruined 
in  their  endeavours  to  cultivate  them. 
But  that  is  not  the  case  at  present ;  the 
opportunity  seems  tobeagoodone  ;  the 
price  of  land  is  low,  and  the  stimulus 
which  has  been  provided  by  allotments 
for  onltivation  and  for  interest  in 
agrionlture  appears  to  point  to  the 
present  as  the  moment  for  undertaking 
some  legislation  suoh  as  that  which  I 
venture  to  propose.  Now,  my  Lords, 
with  regard  to  the  Bill,  I  will  ea* 
deavour  to  make  a  very  rapid  survey 
of  its  general  provisions.  It  is  divided, 
as  your  Lordships  will  see,  into  three 
parts.  The  first  is  to  constitute  the 
provision  of  small  holdings  by  the 
County  Council ;  the  second,  which 
consists  of  only  one  clause,  is  to 
provide  that  loans  should  be  granted 
by  the  County  Council  to  the  present 
tenants  of  small  holdings  who  have 
agreed  with  their  landlcords  to  pur- 
chase ;  and  the  third  consists  of  supple- 
mentary provisions  only  with  a  view  of 
applying  the  clauses  of  the  Act  to 
the  futiu-e.  Now  small  holdings 
are  defined  in  the  Bill  as  plots  of 
land  from  one  acre  to  fifty  acres  in 
extent,  or,  as  an  alternative,  land 
valued  at  £50  a  year.  For  the  purpose 
of  providing  these  small  holdings,  the 
Local  Authority,  the  County  Counoilt 
is  empowered  to  borrow  money  of  the 
Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners, 
who  are  ranpowered  under  the  Bill  to 
lend  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than 
3^  per  cent.,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
luid  for  persons  who  desire  to  bay 
and  will  themselves  cultivate  their 
holdings.  This  borrowing  power  is 
limited  so  that  the  ohaige  under  it 
is  not  to  exceed  a  penny  in  the  pound 
on  the  rateable  value  of  the  land.  And 
here,  my  Lords,  I  wish  to  mention  one 
objection  which  has  been  largely  taken 
by  the  opponents  of  this  Bill  to  theso 
provisions — ^namely,  the  question  of  the 
authority  to  whom  is  entrusted  the 
working  of  this  Bill.  It  has  been 
said  t^t  t^e  County  Councils  are 
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t  the  aathorities  who  are  best  qaali- 
i  to  carry  on  these  operations. 
t>elieve  it  was  suggested  tkat  some 
thorities  like  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
8(uue  authorities  which  have  not  even 
t  been  constituted,  like  those  Parish 
luncils  of  which  we  have  heard  ao 
ich  lately,  should  be  the  proper 
thority  under  the  Bill.  It  is  I  think 
EQcient  in  reply  to  those  criticisms  to 
y  that  as  this  BiU  is  onlyezperi- 
rntal,  and  as  a  rate  of  a  penny  in  the 
and  in  the  aggregate  is  calculated  to 
lount  to  about  ten  millions  of  money, 
is  advisable  that  a  lai^r  area  should 

used  at  first  to  cfury  out  this  ex- 
riment.  If  in  a  Ifu^  area  and  if 
oked  by  the  rmources  of  the  large 
i&,  this  experiment  is  carried  out, 
en  if  it  should  fail,  the  loss  would 
t  be  large ;  but,  if  to  the  small 
thorities,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is 
mmitted  this  duty,  it  is  extremely 
ubtful  whether  their  r«K>urces  would 
sufficient  to  find  the  money  which 
luld  be  required  under  the  circum- 
tnces.  My  Lords,  I  now  pass  on  to 
3  pxoeedure  which  I  may  briefly  state 

uie  House.  Tour  Lordships  will 
serve  ^t  this  Bill  differs  so  urfrom 
i  Allotments  Act  that  the  County 
unoil  are  enabled  to  take  action 
^mselves  without  any  previous  peti- 
n  or  action  being  taken  by  any  of 
3  electors.  One  or  two  of  the  electors 
iy,  however,  petition  the  Council, 
d  their  petition  would  be  referred  to 
Committee  of  Inquiry  which  is  con- 
tuted  under  Clause  5.  That  Com- 
ttee  is  to  report  to  the  County 
lunflil,  and  if  their  report  is  favour* 
le  to  the  application  of  the  Bill, 
e  land  is  then  to  be  acquired  by 
e County  CouncU.    Now  "acquired," 

your  Ijordsbips  will  see,  means  pri- 
tnl^  "purchased."  There  is  a  clause, 
wmch  I  shall  presently  refer,  which 
sibles  the  County  Council  to  let  land ; 
t  it  is  obvious  that  for  the  proper 
irking  of  the  Bill  it  is  more  advan- 
;eous  that  the  large  number  of  these 
lall  holdings  created  under  this  Bill 
3uld  be  created  by  purchase  rather 
m  by  hire ;  because  after  the  County 
uncu  purchase  they  axe  enabled  to 
1 :  and  if  they  are  enabled  to  sell, 
)y  carry  out  our  object  in  increasing 
i  number  of  occupying  owners.  It 
also,  as  I  think  your  Lordshijm 


will  agree,  undesirable  that  Local 
Authorities  should  be  placed  largely  in 
the  position  of  niiddlemm ;  and  it  is 
undmirable  also  that  we  should  monr 
the  risk  to  the  ratepayers,  which  in< 
evitably  would  occur  if  the  Local 
Authority  became  the  landlord.  The 
price  to  be  given  is  to  be  reasonable, 
and  such  as  to  repay  the  outlay  of  the 
expenses  of  the  sale.  And  now  before 
I  go  further  I  would,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  your  Lord^ps,  refer  to  the 
other  great  objection  which  appears  to 
have  been  taken  by  our  opponents  to 
the  Bill — ^namely,  to  the  question  of  its 
operation  being  permissive  and  not 
compulsory.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny,  what  everybody 
knows,  that  compulsion  has  been  ana 
frequently  is  resorted  to  for  purposes 
which  are  calculated  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  public  welfare.  This  system  of 
compulsion  appears  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease. It  is  generally  the  first  criti- 
cism that  you  hear  from  our  opponents 
that  any  measure  that  we  are  intoro- 
duoing  is  not  compulsory  in  its  action ; 
in  fact,  within  the  ]Mt  few  days  com- 
pulsion has  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
a  beatitude.  But  I  conceive  myself 
and  I  believe  your  Lordships  will  agree, 
that,  especially  in  the  matter  of  con- 
tract between  man  and  man,  it  is 
advisable,  at  all  events  before  you 
resort  to  compulsion,  that  you  should 
be  able  to  prove  that  the  neces- 
sity for  compulsion  has  arisen. 
If  this  Bill  assumed  a  compulsory 
form,  this  at  least  would  be  the  re- 
sult that  you  would  almost  inevitably 
do  away  with  voluntary  sale  and  pur- 
chase of  these  small  holdings,  and 
it  would  result  in  a  general  system  of 
compulsion  in  their  oiganisation.  But 
there  is  again  another  reason  against 
compulsion  in  the  matter  of  small 
holdings.  We  are  constantly  reminded 
that  in  tite  matter  of  allotments 
we  have  introduced  compulsion.  We 
did  so,  however,  for  this  reason — 
that  if  the  labourer  requires  an  allot- 
ment he  requires  it  in  a  particular 
position,  he  requires  it  near  his  own 
house,  he  requires  it  where  he  can 
easily  and  conveniently  cultivate  it; 
it  is  {ussible  that  grievances  may 
thus  arise,  and  that  it  may  be  found 
absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  com- 
pulsion, and  acooraingly  we  intro- 


Digitized  by 


639       Small  Agricultural 

-duoed  it.  But  that  argument  does 
'not  apply  in  the  case  of  small  holdings. 
The  necessity  that  may  arise  for  a 
'fflnEtll  holding  does  not  arise  in  one 
-particular  place;  it  is  the  general 
demand,  the  general  desire  for  smaJl 
^holdings  in  any  connty  which  sets  in 
motion  the  authority  which  is  to 
eonstitute  these  small  holdings ;  and  it 
is  at  all  events  reasonable  to  snppose 
that  with  the  amount  of  land  which  is 
■now  to  be  sold  throughout  the  country, 
'  and  with  the  absence  of  all  necessity 
for  any  particular  location  of  that  land 

■  when  it  is  desired  to  establi^  ft  small 
'holding,  the  necessity  for  compulsion 

will  not  arise  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  arose  in  regard  to  allotments.  I 

■  will  not  lay  any  stress  on  the  ai^ument 
^  of  expense ;  but  that  is  one  also  I 
'think  that  nobody  can   deny;  the 

■  expense  of  compulsion  in  these  matters 

■  is  always  considerable  ;  and  I  think,  if 
-noble  Lords  opposite  consider  it,  they 
'will  see  that  that  is  another  reason 

■  against  pressing  for  that  condition.  I 
'■  hope  therefore  that  we  shall  not  hear 

to>night,  as  we  have  heard  on  platforms 
and  elsewhere,  that  this  is  a  measure 
( good  in  its  intentions  and  to  a  certain 
t  extent  unobjectionable  in  its  form,  but 
-  which   will  be  absolutely  nugatory 
becanse  it  does  not  contain  a  clause 
rendering  compulsory  the  various  con- 
ditions of  the  measure.    Now  to  refer 
to  the  proposals  of  the  Bill — the  Local 

■  Authority  having  become  the  owners 
of  the    land    they  are  empowered 

•  to  adopt  it  for  small  holdings,  to  erect 
buildings  upon  it,  to  offer  it  for  sale 
under  conditions  which  will  be  found 
in  Clause  6,  which  I  do  not  think  I 
need  read  at  length  to  the  House.  As 
I  said  before,  with  a  view  to  help 
labourers  who  have  not  been  able  to 
put  by  money  enough  to  buy  these 
small  holdings,  it  is  provided  that 
holdings  of  not  more  thah  fifteen  acres 
or  of -the  value  of  £15  per  annum  may 
be  let  in  accordance  with  rules  which 
the  County  Council  are  empowered  to 
issue,  and  which  will  be  found  under 
Clause  7.  The  small  holdings  created 
in  the  manner  described  are  to  be  held 
under  conditions  dracribed  in  Clause 
9;  and  it  will  not  occupy  more  than  a 
minute  of  your  Lordships'  time  if 
I  may  be  9llowed  to  read  them. 
Pirst— 
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"  That  any  periodical  paTineitts  do*  ii 
^^ect  of  the  parohiae-money  ihall  be  dalj 

secondly — 

»  That  the  holding  shaU,  ohIots  let  with  tiu 
ctHisent  of  the  Coim^  Council,  be  ooltiratad 
hj  tiw  omer,  aiul  shall  not  be  naed  for  wi| 
poi^ixwe  other  than  ■grioaltnre"; 

thirdly — 

'*  That  the  holding  shall  not  be  Bub^vidad 
or  let  without  the  oonunt  of  the  County 

Council " ; 

fourthly — 

"That  not  more  than  one  dwelUng^unue 
shall  be  erected  on  the  holding"; 

fifthly—; 

"That  any  dwelling-house  erected  on  the 
holding  shall  compW  with  such  reqoirementa 
as  the  County  Cfouni^  mn  impose  tmc 
lecuring  healtmness,  and  freedom  fram  over- 
crowding  " ; 

and  lastly — 

"  That  no  dwelling-house  or  builditag  on  ttie 
holding  shall  be  used  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors," 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  question  arose  at 
this  stage  of  the  Bill  which  I  think  it 
may  be  interesting  also  to  your  Lord- 
ships to  discuss :  Are  these  conditions 
which  attach  to  these  holdings  to  be 
perpetual,  that  is  to  say,  are  they  to 
last  only  so  long  as  the  holding  con- 
tinues in  its  present  position  and  until 
the  money  is  fully  paid ;  or,  are  they 
to  be  perpetual?  This  matter  was 
discussed  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  very  opposite  views  were 
expressed.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Presidentof  the  Board  of  A^culture  has 
at  all  times  expressed  his  very  earnest 
desire  that  these  biddings,  if  they  are 
established,  shall  be  &eed  as  soon  as 
possible  from  all  vexatious  and  restric- 
tive conditions ;  and  I  must  say  that  in 
that  wish  I  hilly  coincide.  But  the 
decision  arrived  at  in  the  other 
House  was  that  these  conditions 
shall  remain  for  twenty  years, 
and  thereafter  so  long  as  the  money 
remains  unpaid.  Your  Lordships  wiU 
see  at  once  that  it  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  duration  of  these  oondi- 
tions  in  order  to  prevent  what  I 
may  call  jobbery  in  land,  that  u  to  say, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  hwag  pur- 
chased by  someone  for  a  short  pmod, 
and,  as  soon  as  that  period  is  at  sn 
end,  being  used  for  other  poxpoeei 
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than  those  of  agriooltnre  as  in-' 
•  traded.  There  is  one  more  clause 
in  Part  I.  that  I  think  I  ought 
to  mention — ^that  is  Glaase  17,  under 
which  it  is  provided  that  the  County 
Council  may  delegate  the  adaptation, 
selling,  letting,  and  management  of 
■  small  holdings  to  a  Committee  consist- 
ing of  five  members,  three  of  whom 
.  are  to  be  members  of  the  County 
Council,  and  the  other  two  represen- 
tatives of  the  immediate  locality. 
I  draw  the  particular  attention 
of  your  Lordships  to  this  provision, 
because  it  is  an  attempt  to  meet  the 
views  of  those  who  would,  and  perhaps 
with  some  reason,  wish  not  only  to  de- 
centralise the  authority,  but  also  to 
secure  that  proper  local  knowledge  is 
utilised  in  the  procedure  under  this 
BiU.  I  referred  before  to  the  some- 
what vague  allusions  to  Parish  Councils 
to  which  we  have  become  accustomed 
of  late ;  but  I  think  under  this  clause 
it  will  be  seen  that  by  the  delegation 
of  the  powers  of  the  County  Council, 
which  as  I  said  before  have  been  con- 
sidered to  be  too  wide  and  central,  we 
shall  arrive  at  considerable  use  of  the 
local  knowledge  which  is  so  desirable, 
as  I  admit,  in  these  proceedings. 
My  Lords,  there  are  two  clauses. 
Clauses  8  and  10,  referring  to  registra- 
tion of  title.  I  think  those  are 
not  clauses  that  I  need  deal  with 
in  a  speech  on  the  Second  Beading 
of  a  Bill — they  afford  a  fair  and  ample 
battlegromid  for  those  high  authorities 
on  le^  procedure  in  which  this  House 
is  so  rich,  and  I  think  it  will,  perhaps, 
be  better  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  their '  details  nntil  the  Committee 
stage  is  reached.  I  now  come  to 
two  clauses  which  were  added  to  the 
Bill  in  the  course  of  its  passage 
throngh  the  House  of  Commons — they 
are  Clauses  11  and  12.  I  take  Clause 
12  first,  because  it  has  reference  to  a 
subject  on  which  I  have  already 
touched — namely,  the  question  of  per- 
petuity of  the  conditions  and  restrictive 
covenants.  My  Lords,  this  Clause  12 
was  desired  in  part  to  meet 
to  Bome  extent  the  views  of  those 
who  are  in  favour  of  making  these 
covenants  perpetnaL  It  provides  that 
before  the  holding  be  used  or  sold 
for  purposes  other  than  agricultural — 
that  is  to  say,  going  outside  the  condi- 


tions of  the  holding,  a  right  of  pre-: 
emption  is  to  be  giyeu  turst  to  the 
County  Council,  secondly  to  the  owner 
of  the  land  from  which  the  hold- 
ing was  originally  severed,  and  thirdly 
to  the  adjoining  owner ;  and,  of  course, 
I  may  add  that  if  the  right  of  pre* 
emption  is  not  availed  of  then  the 
holder  of  the  small  holding  can  do  as 
he  pleases,  and  can  use  it  free  from 
that  covenant  that  it  shall  only  be 
used  for  agricultural  purposes.  And 
then  I  come  to  Clause  11,  of  which  I 
will  read  to  your  Lordships  the> 
actual  text — 

Land  comprised  in  a  mall  holding  Shall 
be'  and  Bhall  remain  penonal  property,  and 
■hall  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner  and  be  snb- 
ject  to  like  roles  of  law  aa  leasehold  land. 
Provided  (hat  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
render  any  aueh  land  uable  to  Probate  Dnty 
or  Legacy  Duty,  or  exempt  it  from  Sneeesdon 
Dnty.^ 

Your  Lordships  will  observe  that  the 
effect  of  that  clause  is  twofold.  It 
provides  that  all  small  holdings^ 
when  created,  shall  become  personal!^ ; 
and  in  the  proviso  yon  will  find  that,, 
althooj^  it  has  become  personal^,  it  is 
to  be  uable,  not  to  Frooate  or  Legacy 
Duty,  but  to  Succession  Duty — which 
is  the  condition  usually  appertaining  to 
realty.  This  clause  was  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr, 
Cust,  and  supported  by  a  large  number 
of  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
The  object  of  it  undoubtedly  was  this. 
It  was  felt  that  imder  the  ordinary 
intestate  succession  —  because  thia 
clause  mainly  applies  to  intestacy — ^to> 
land  which  would  be  realty,  a  seriona 
grievance  would  arise  with  reference  to 
the  position  of  the  widow  and  ohildien 
of  the  owner ;  and  it  was  felt  desirable 
that  some  remedy  to  that  should  be 
found.  Now,  your  Lordships  are 
perfectly  well  aware  that  there  are 
already  cases  of  realty  held  and  de- 
volving as  personalty,  and  the  Ash* 
bourne  Act  has  already  been  cited,  as. 
also  has  the  Land  Transfer  BiU  of  my 
noble  Friend  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack.  But  the  case  of  Ireland 
is  not  analogous.  The  leaseholds  there 
were  convwted  into  ownerships  under 
the  section  of  the  Act  of  1887,  uid  th» 
owners  nevertheless— perhaps  I  ought 
to  remind  ^onr  Lordships  that  thia 
characteristically  occurred  in  Ireland — 
continued  to  believe  that  these  hoLdinga 
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were  petsmalty  and  continued  to  treat 
ihem  as  personalty.  The  law  therefore 
had  to  be  altered  to  meet  this  special 
•case.  And  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
Woolsack,  that  was  a  general  Bill  to 
ftmend  the  condition  of  transfer  and 
«ieTolutionof  land,  and,  though  no  doubt 
eome  such  change  might  have  been 
applicable  to  a  Bill  such  as  that  which 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  then 
introduced,  it  would,  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  agree,  be  extremely 
tindesirable  that  in  a  clause  contained 
in  a  Bill  of  this  nature  an  entirely  new 
tenure  of  land  should  be  created,  which, 
tmderthis  clause,  would  be  divided  into 
two  olasses.  There  are  two  more 
reasons  coimected  with  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill  which  I  have  now  the  honour 
iiO  lay  before  your  Lordships  which  I 
think  may  be  taken  as  arguments 
against  this  clause :  the  one  is  that 
there  are  already  two  clauses  in  the  Bill 
providing  against  sub-division ;  whereas, 
if  this  laiid  is  tinned  into  personalty, 
snb-division  must  inevitably  result  in 
the  case  of  the  death  of  an  owner  who 
has  not  made  a  wiU.  And  another  diffi- 
culty has  been  suggested — ^but  that  is  one 
«lso  which  can  better  be  deiJt  with  by 
the  great  judicial  authorities  in  this 
House — namely,  I  am  informed  that 
there  ai'e  rights  of  dower,  which  would 
attach  to  these  small  holdings  under  any 
-circumstances,  and  which,  if  they  were 
not  barred,  would  remain  even  if  these 
holdings  became  personalty.  There- 
fore, with  all  these  difficulties  before 
us — ^your  Lordships  will  remember  that 
this  claase  was  inserted  somewhat  late 
in  the  passage  of  the  Bill  throi^h  the 
House  of  Commons — and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  pass  the  clause  without  considerable 
modifications,  we  are  landed  in  serious 
-•difficulty;  because  the  proviso  at  any 
-  rate  of  this  clause  is  one  which  deals 
with  the  imposition  of  a  tax,  and 
I  am  advised  that,  under  no 
•circumstances,  would  it  be  within  the 
rights  of  this  House  to  amend  or  modify 
the  clause.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the 
•opinion  of  noble  Lords  opposite  and 
others  upon  the  matter ;  but  I  should 
be  very  much  disposed  to  recommend 
to  the  House  that  we  should  throw  out 
the  clause,  and  trust  to  the  other 
House  of   Parliament  producing  an 

Earl  Qadogan 


amended  and  improved  clansCf 
when  it  returns  to  that  Assembly, 
which  we  should  be  enabled  to  adopt, 
and  thus  to  meet  the  wishes  of  those 
who  proposed  the  clause  as  it  now 
stands.  My  Lords,  I  think  I  have  now 
stated  to  the  House  the  chief  enact- 
ments which  will  be  foupd  in  Part  I. 
Part  II.  consists  of  only  one  clause, 
but  it  is  a  clause  of  some  importance ; 
it  applies  really  to  Great  Britain  the 
principle  which  is  embodied  in  the 
Ashbourne  U3d  other  Acts  relating  to 
Ireland — namely,  that,  under  certain 
conditions,  public  money  should  be 
advanced  to  existing  tenants  for  the 
purchase  of  their  hoMii^.  It  will  be 
Oisential,  before  any  advance  is  made, 
that  there  should  be  an  agreement 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  the 
County  Coimcil  are  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  title  of  the  holding  is  good,  that  the 
sale  is  made  in  gooA.  faith,  and  that  the 
price  is  reasonable.  Where  these  con- 
ditions exist  the  Council  may  advance 
an  amount  not  exceeding  four-fifths, 
that  is  80  per  cent.,  of  the  purchase 
money  ;  and  this  will  be  repaid  by  the 
small  holder  on  the  same  terms 
as  if  the  County  Council  had  par- 
chased  the  land  and  had  themselves 
created  the  small  holding.  As  I  said 
before.  Part  IIL  consists  entirely  of 
supplemental  provisions,  and  there  are 
clauses  in  it  —  which  may  perhaps 
interest  some  noble  Lords  in  this 
House — for  adopting  the  general  pro- 
cedure under  the  Bill  to  the  different 
conditions  under  which  land  is  held  in 
Scotland.  My  Lords,  I  feel  I  ought 
to  apologise  to  your  Lordships  for 
having  delayed  you  so  long  upon  the 
somewhat  dull  and  dry  debuls  of 
this  measure.  I  think  I  have  gmie 
through  all  those  provisions  which 
would  come  naturally  under  our  con- 
sideration in  a  Second  Beading  Debate, 
and  I  propose  to  leave  the  remainder 
of  the  details  to  the  Committee  stage. 
My  Lords,  as  to  the  result  of  this  Bill 
it  will  be  difficult  for  anyone  to  utter 
any  prophecy,  and  I  shall  certainly  not 
myself  attempt  any  prediction.  It  is, 
as  I  have  said,  an  ex^riment.  It  is  a 
measure  tentative  in  its  character,  and 
it  is  one  of  which,  until  it  has  been 
tried,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the 
consequences  or  the  result.  But  a 
difficulty  has  been  found,  and  has  been 
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aocentuated  lately,  in  the  position  of  a 
Minister  who  brings  forward  any 
measure  of  this  sort.  If  he  expresses 
any  doobt  as  to  the  actual  efficacy  of 
title  measure — if  he  expresses  any  fears 
that  it  may  not  wholly  fulfil  the  objects 
which  it  was  intended  to  promote— he 
is  at  once  told  that  he  is  half-hearted 
in  its  production,  and  that  he  does  not 
thoroughly  sympathise  with  the  mea- 
sure which  he  is  called  upon  to  intro- 
duce. My  Lords,  I  am  one  of  those 
who  do  not  believe  in  finality  in  legis- 
lation of  this  sort.  We  have  to  provide 
for  difficulties,  the  creation  of  which 
has  covered  a  large  number  of  years ; 
and  b  impossible  to  b^ve  that 
any  remedy  v^oh  we  can  produce 
will  be  immediately  successful  in 
completely  doiog  away  with  the 
evil  which  it  is  our  object  to  avoid. 
But  I  do  venture  to  commend  this 
measure  to  the  anxious  consideration 
of  your  Lordships,  as  one  which  is 
sincerely  and  honestly  designed  to 
improve  the  condition  and  to  brighten 
the  prospects  of  the  tillers  of  the 
wmI.  My  Lords,  much  has  been  done 
daring  this  Pariiament  for  agricul- 
tural labourers —  their  dweUings  have 
been  improved;  greater  interest  has 
been  evinced,  and  progress  has  been 
made  by  legislation,  in  questions 
affecting  sanitation ;  the  education  of 
their  children  has  been  freed  ;  and,  as 
I  reminded  your  Lordships  just  now, 
i^slative  enactments  have  been  passed 
for  enabling  them  to  obtain  allot- 
meots.  But  there  is  one  thing  still 
lackii^,  anil  there  is  one  grievance 
which  remains  yet  unredressed.  I 
think  ve  cannot  but  fed  the  hopeless- 
ness of  the  lot  of  those  who  have  no 
futore  to  look  to  in  the  career  to 
which  they  have  been  born ;  who,  if 
they  wish  for  success,  must  seek  for  it 
far  away  from  the  homes  in  which 
they  have  been  brought  up  ;  who  have 
no  prospect,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
avocation,  of  attaining  that  position  of 
independence  which  uiould  be  at  once 
the  incentive  and  the  reward  of  their 
indostxy.  My  Lords,  it  is  in  the 
«une8t  hope  that  a  remedy  may  be 
provided  for  this  state  of  things  that 
the  Government  have  determined  to 
modnee  and  hope  to  pass  this  meuure. 
We  are  standing,  as  it  were,  round  the 
death-bed  of  a  Parliament  which  will 


be  memorable  for  the  improvement 
which  it  has  wrought  in  the  con- 
dition of  all  classes  of  the  labouring 
population;  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  we  cannot  better  employ  the 
dosing  days  of  this  Session  than  by 
assistmg  to  pass  a  measure  which,  as 
we  sincerely  believe,  will  materially 
conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer,  and  do  much  to  revive 
the  drooping  fortunes  of  the  greatest 
and  most  important  of  our  industries. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  lead 
^."—{The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

*Th]i  Dukb  of  BICHMOND  and 
GOBDON:  MyL(n:ds,IamanxiouBto 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  object  of  this 
BUI,  and  to  express  the  views 
which  I  entertain  about  it,  which  I 
grieve  to  say  are  not  of  the  same 
character  as  those  of  my  noble  fViend 
who  has  just  addressed  you.  And, 
feeling  as  I  do  about  the  Bill,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  the  most 
logical  conclusion  I  could  come  to  wonld 
be  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on  the 
Second  Beading.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am 
not  willing  to  do  that  for  what  seems 
to  me  a  very  sufficient  reason,  and  that 
is,  that  I  feel  certain  that  if  I  attempted 
to  do  so  I  should  fail  in  the  attempt. 
My  Lords,  there  is  some  mysterious 
agency  underlying  this  whole  question, 
because  I  find  a  marvellous  and  extra- 
ordinary consensus  of  opinion  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  that  this  is  the  time» 
now,  as  mv  noble  Friend  said,  around 
the  death-bed  of  the  Parliament,  when 
it  behoves  us  in  the  most  strcuiaona 
and  most  nnited  manner,  as  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  to  provide 
small  holdings  for  the  agricultural 
labourer.  My  Lords,  I  wonder  that 
this  has  not  occurred  to  both  sides  of 
the  House  before.  I  think  it  did.  But 
then  the  House  was  of  a  different  mind, 
and  it  was  not  brought  so  prominently 
home  to  them  as  it  appears  to  have 
been  on  this  occauon.  Now,  my  Lords, 
I  am  far  from  saying  that  it  is  not  a 
good  thing  that  there  should  be  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  those  who 
hold  land  in  this  country ;  I  am  en- 
tirely in  favour  of  it ;  but  then  I  think 
it  should  be  done  by  what  I  call  Inti- 
mate means,  and  I  am  sufficient  of  a 
Tory  to  consider  that  the  best  mode  of 
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meeting  this  question  is  to  leave  it  to 
the  ordiuaty  course  of  events,  and  to 
let  those  who  want  to  buy  and  those 
who  want  to  sell  make  their  ^wn 
bargains  without  the  intervention  of  the 
State  and  the  ratepayer.  We  have 
been  told  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
that  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
land  in  this  coimtry  to  be  sold  ;  we  are 
also  told  that  there  are  a  great  number 
of  persons  who  are  anxious  to  purchase. 
If  that  is  so,  what  is  the  necessity  for 
'  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  enable  them  to 
do  so  ?  The  reason  I  take  to  be  that 
they  have  not  got  the  money  to  buy, 
and  that  you  are  now  coming  forward 
to  lend  them  the  money  with  which 
they  are  to  purchase  this  land.  My 
Lords,  the  views  which  I  entertain  are 
very  clearly  set  out  by  a  moat  eminent 
agriculturist  who  was  examined  before 
the  Committee  on  Small  Holdings  that 
sat  two  years  ago,  a  gentleman  very 
well  known  in  the  West  of  England 
and  indeed  all  over  England,  Mr. 
Squarey,  a  veiy  eminent  land  agent. 
The  question  was  put  to  him— 

"  Mi^  it  not  be  deainbls  that  the  6Ut« 
•hould  iBterrene  In  tlus  way  in  order  to  stimu- 
bte  the  creation  of  these  sionU  faddingi  ?  " 

'  and  Mr.  Squarey  said — 

"  I  have  been  brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of 
laiaaer  faire,  and  I  believe  that  indiriduals 
can  do  tiuB  thing  very  mnoh  better  than 
State  can  do  it;  beoaaBe  If  the  State  onoe  de- 
parts in  Eof^teid — which  we  ean  deal  with 
without  any  of  the  asBOciationB  connected 
with  IreUnd — from  the  Bound  political  and 
eoonomical  doctrine  of  letting  indiTtduals 
make  their  own  bargaiuB,  and  if  one  section  of 
the  State  is  to  be  subsidiBed  when  others  are 
not  to  receive  the  same  subaidy  in  the  conduct 
of  their  business,  as  an  Indiviaual  I  think  it  is 
a  wrong  departiir&  and  I  lusitote  to  endorse 
it,  much  SB  I  should  like  to  see  small  holdings 
inoreaBe." 

I  believe  that  is  exactly  the  common- 
sense  view  of  the  case.  My  Lords,  I 
am  very  much  in  favour  of  allotments; 
I  think  they  are  most  excellent  and 
admirable  things,  and  the  more  they 
can  be  increased  the  better ;  but  to  be 
of  use  to  a  labourer  the  allotment  must 
be  near  his  cottage  where  he  can  cul- 
tivate it  when  he  has  any  spare  time 
to  devote  to  it.  And,  my  Lords,  I 
think  that  the  allotments  ought  not  to 
be  too  Uu^.  If  they  are  made  too 
lai^e  they  will  fail.  If  this  measure 
is  to  be  a  boon  to  the  labouring 
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class,  it  is  no  use  giving  them  more 
land  than  they  can  cultivate  properly 
and  serve  the  master  for  whom 
they  are  engaged  to  work.  I  differ 
entirely  from  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture when  he  says  that  those  who 
have  these  small  holdings  will  culti- 
vate the  holdings  themselves,  and  will 
also  be  able  to  work  for  the  farmers. 
I  look  upon  it  as  an  impossibihty, 
because  the  time  when  the  farmer 
wants  the  work  more  particularly  than 
at  any  other  time  is  just  the  time  when 
the  owner  of  a  small  holding  will  also 
be  busy  with  his  own  holding  in  carry* 
ing  out  file  operations  which  are  neoes- 
sarythere.  Now.my Lords, witiir^ard 
to  the  size  of  the  holdings.  I  am  sorry 
to  quote,  but  there  is  a  letter  written  on 
the  subject  of  these  small  holdings  by 
one  of  the  most  eminent  agriculturists 
in  the  country.  Sir  John  Lawes,  who 
is  very  well  known  for  his  interest  in 
agriculture,  who  has  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  labour  and  considera- 
tion to  the  subject  of  allotments ;  and 
this  is  what  he  says — he  is  describii^ 
some  allotments  that  he  set  out  on  hia 
own  property  at  Bothamsted.  _  He 
says — 

**  Many  of  tiieae  allotments  are  held  by 
cultural  and  other  Iabourers,and  I  believe  it  is 
the  uaanimous  o^nion  that  one-eighth  of  an 
acre  is  quite  as  mnch  as  a  man  depending  on 
weekly  wages  can  properly  cultivate.  Id  fact, 
wbiist  no  demand  has  been  made  for  latter 
areas,  requests  have  occasionally  been  made 
for  smaller  ones  on  accooot  of  the  smsllnsae 
of  the  family  or  the  age  of  the  tenant," 

That  expresses  my  opinion  with  regard 
to  allotments,  and  I  have  taken  some 
interest  in  the  matter  and  not  to  a 
very  small  extent .  Now,  my  Lords,  the 
reasons  for  the  Bill,  as  I  gather  from 
my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Privy  SeaU 
are  twofold :  one  is  to  re-create  the  class 
of  yeomen,  and  the  other  is  with  regard 
to  the  labourers  migrating  into  the 
towns.  My  noble  Friend  did  not  go 
very  far  into  the  question  of  the  re- 
creation of  yeomen — I  will  touch  upon 
it  presently.  I  now  wish  to  draw 
your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  other 
reason  for  the  Bill  which  my  noble 
Friend  put  forward,  namely,  uiat  the 
labourers  go  into  ^e  towns;  and  I 
think  my  right  hon.  IVien.d  tile 
President  of  the  Bourd  of  Agricultore 
went  even  further  than  my  noble  Friend 
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ust  now,  because  he  spoke  of  the 
bctions  of  town  life,  the  increase  of 
ation,  the  growing  dislike  to  actual 
ir,  the  reduction  in  wages  and  the 
iase  of  allotments  which  followed 
passing  of  the  Allotments  Act. 
Lords,  with  regard  to  the  question 
le  reduotion  of  wages  I  differ  en- 
y  from  my  right  hon.  Friend,  and 
ink  he  can  scarcely  have  forgotten 
when  we  sat  for  three  years,  T 
k,  upon  the  Boyal  Commission 
Agriooltnral  Depression,  if  there 
one  thing  more  than  another  that 
continually  hrought  before  us  it 
that  whereas  during  these  very 
times  of  agricultural  depression 
es    had    increased,    the  work 
ch  the  farmere  got  for  those  wages 
diminished  very  considerably.  I 
sure  my  right  hon.  Friend  would 
deny  that  that  was  the  evidence 
ch  we  had  before  us,  and  I  think  my 
le  Friend  opposite  must  have  heard 
o. 

BE  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  :  Hear, 
rl 

HE  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
RDON  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  sgree 
1  my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Privy 
1  when  he  says  that  the  diminished 
iber  of  labourers  in  the  country  has 
oted  the  yield  of  orops. 

Iabl  CADOQAN  :  I  said  it  will  do 

HE  Duke  of  BIGHMOND  and 
RDON :  I  understood  my  nofole 
)nd  to  say  that  the  want  of  suffi- 
it  labour  was  bad  for  the  agricul- 
il  interest  and  affected  the  yield  of 
».  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  fact, 
onfess  that  I  have  never  beard  yet 
;  there  was  such  a  diminution  of 
cultural  labour  in  this  country 
■>  the  crops  of  the  country  had 
ared. 

Iabl  CADOGAK  :  I  hope  my  noble 
md  will  excuse  my  ex^ainin^  that 
d  not  speak  in  the  past ;  I  did  not 
the  oropB  had  BuffeMd&om  want  of 
cultural  labour ;  I  said  that  nn- 
btedly  there  was  a  migration  going 
to  an  increasing  extent  in  the 
itry,  which  must  result  in  such  a 
inution  of  labour  as  must  even- 
ly tend  to  a  decrease  in  the  yield 
he  land.  I  did  not  say  it  had 
ured. 


*The  Duke  of  BICHMOND'  and 
GOBDON  :  Then  my  noble  Friend 
rather  embarked  on  that  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy which  be  deprecated  just  now. 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  it  is  likely 
that  such  a  migration  of  labour  into 
the  towns,  will  cause  less  labour  to 
be  available  ;  but  I  have  Sir  John 
Lawes  again  on  the  question  of 
the  migration  of  labour  into  the 
town^,  which  I  cannot  but  think 
has  been  very  much  exaggerated.  It 
may  be  that  in  some  places  the 
labourers  have  gone  into  the  towns,  but , 
not  to  the  extent  that  my  noble  Friend 
would  have  your  Lordships  believe. 
Now  Sir  John  Lawes  says — 

"  There  is  little  hope  that  a  ijstem  of  small 
holdings  can  eyer  be  carried  out  in  this 
eount^  to  aoything  like  the  extent  whioh 
experieoce  has  shown  to  be  practicable  in  the 
couotries  that  are  so  freqaently  held  op  to  ng 
as  models  by  those  unaoqnaiDtecl  with  tb« 
conditions  essential  to  sooeesSj  or  even  with 
practical  agrionltore  ait  AlL" 

And  I  call  my  noble  Friend's  attention 
to  this — 

"Indeed,  no  one  who  dismisses  from  bis 
mind  seotunent  and  the  exigencies  of  partf 
polities,  and  looks  earefolly  into  the  teets  of  the 
subject  which  is  pre-eminently  a  very  praotieal 
one,  can  entertain  any  hope  that  tiie  system 
of  small  holdings  can  be  carried  out  to  any 
such  extent  as  to  counteract  at  all  mate- 
rially the  flow  of  the  riwng  rural  poptdatlons 
into  the  towns." 

Well,  my  Lords,  we  are  told  that  the 
increase  of  education  and  the  growing 
dislike  to  actual  labour  are  some  of 
the  reasons  which  cause  thme  agricul- 
tural labourers  to  go  into  the  tovms. 
What  is  there  in  giving  a  man  a  small 
holding  of  from  one  to  fifteen  acres  on 
lease  that  will  prevent  the  increase  of 
education  from  causing  him  to  desire 
to  go  into  the  town?  And,  moreover, 
if  it  is  the  dislike  of  actual  labour  that 
has  been  the  cause,  to  give  him  a 
holding  in  which  he  knows  that  unless 
he  does  work  himself,  and  work  very 
hard,  he  cannot  make  it  pay,  does  not 
seem  to  meet  those  two  reasons  for 
going  into  the  towns.  The  giving  him 
a  certain  amount  of  small  holding  will 
have  no  effect  whatever.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  was  very  much  struck,  and  I 
read  with  verygreat  interest  and  atten- 
tion all  the  speeches  —  and  they 
were  a  great  number  —  whioh  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agrionltuie  ad^ssed, 
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some  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
and  some  to  "  conventions/'  as  I 
ibiak  they  called  them,  of  labourers — 
Quaver  heard  of  them  before,  but  there 
^trere  two  or  three  conventions ;  and 
otifi  of  the  advantages  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  held  out  to  the  labouring 
population,  as  one  of  the  benefits  of  this 
Bill,  was  that  it  would 

"  find  eroploymeot  for  that  vast  noinbar  of 
th?  popmation  whit^,  alas,  at  preMct'  were 
out  of  employment,** 

Xi  t^at  is  so — if  the  labourers  are  in  the 
4£nntry  and  this  Bill  is  to  find  them  a 
gitMA  amount  of  employment — where  is 
the  argument  that  they  are  gone  into 
the  towns?  You  cannot  have  it  both 
ways.  If  they  are  gone  into  the  towns, 
the  labour  that  you  find  for  them  in  the 
country  will  not  be  of  any  use  to  them, 
because,  according  to  that  theory,  there 
is  only  a  small  number  remaining  in  the 
oountry — not  more  than  enough  to 
carry  on  the  agricultural  employment 
la  various  districts.  Therefore  I 
Sfty  that  the  statement  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  that 
this  Bill  is  to  find  employment  for 
a  great  number  of  those  who  are  un- 
happily out  of  employment,  does  not 
quite  accord  with  the  idea  that  they 
have  all  gone  into  the  towns.  But  then 
tlie  owner  of  fifty  acres  is  certainly  a 
man  who  will  not  employ  labour, 
because,  if  he  does,  he  will  be  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  before  he  is  much 
ol^;  he  must  work  it  himself  or  he  will 
AOfesoake  a  profit  out  of  it.  Then,  my 
EidIkU,  I  come  to  another  point,  and 
iini  is  the  Ciounty  Councils  being 
the  authority.  I  cannot  conceive 
any  worse  authority  than  the  County 
Councils  to  deal  with  this  matter.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  what  authority 
should  be  set  up — that  is  not  my  busi- 
ness— but  just  fancy  the  County 
Councils  as  the  landlords  of  these  lease- 
holders to  whom  you  are  going  to  grant 
leases  of  from  one  acre  up  to  fifteen, 
and  others  up  to  fifty  acres  1  I  cannot 
ipiafline  what  will  take  plaoe.  Who  is 
to  sEgD  the  lease,  to  begm  with  ?  Is  it 
to  be  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Council  ?  Is  it  to  be  a  vote  brought 
hr^fore  the  County  Council  that  such 
and  such  a  lease  is  to  be  signed  by  the 
Chairman?  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Bill  whicli  says  who  is  to  sign  the 
ItHW.   I  am  sure  there  are  numbers  of 
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your  Xjordships,  who  have  small 
holders  as  tenants,  who  know  that  it  is 
often  very  difiictdt  to  know  what  to  do 
with  them ;  they  are  not  the  best  rent 

payers  in  the  world,  and  it  requires  very 
often  some  consideration  on  the  part  of 
the  landlord  before  he  takes  any  serious 
steps.  He  may  give  him  time  before  he 
either  insists  upon  having  his  rent 
paid,  or  turns  a  man  out  of  bis  hold- 
mg ;  and  that  is  a  matter  that  requires 
very  great  consideration  on  the  part  of 
the  landlord.  But  then  who  is  to  be 
the  judge  here  ?  I  have  the  honour 
presiding  over  the  County  Council  of 
West  Sussex ;  we  consist  of  sixty-three 
Councillors.  Is  the  question  of  arrears- 
of  rent  to  be  brought  up  and  argued 
before  the  Council,  and  a  vote  taken  as 
to  whether  one  man  who  holds  ten 
acres  is  to  be  proceeded  against,  or 
his  rent  reduced  or  forgiven  alto- 
gether ?  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
provision  whatever  in  the  Bill  to  show 
how  that  is  to  be  done ;  and,  if  it  is  to 
be  done  by  the  County  Gonnoils, 
I  think  ^self  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter.  Then  how  are  you  going  to 
carry  out  this  measure?  Supposing 
you  require  ten  holdings  of  50  acres 
each,  you  must  buy  a  farm  of  500 
acres  to  do  that.  And  what  will  that 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  some 
towns  ?  That  will  be  no  good  to  holders 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  country ;  you 
would  have  to  take  another  500  acre 
farm  there.  It  seems  to  me  almost 
unworkable.  Nowl  will  follow  my  noble 
Friend  through  theBill.  I  take  CHsuse  1 
— ^the  County  Council  are  to  take  land 
suitable  for  agriculture.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  a  very  wide  term.  What 
is  "  suitable  for  agriculture,"  and  who 
is  to  be  the  jud^e  ?  Originally — and  my 
noble  Friend  did  not  tell  ua  why  it  was 
left  out  in  the  first  part  of  the  Bill — 
this  measure  was  to  apply  for  the  benefit 
of  the  labouring  population,  and  they 
must  reside  in  the  county.  The  laboor- 
ing  population  has  fallen  out  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  residence  in  the  oonnty 
has  fallen  out  of  the  Bill;  so  it 
may  be,  so  far  as  I  understand 
it,  that  persons  not  residing  in  the 
county  may  get  the  benefit  of  those 
who  live  in  the  county.  Just  look 
what  effect  that  would  have.  You 
might  have  a  man  living  in  Kent 
possessing  land  in   the   County  of 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


Small  Agriculkiral        (13  June,  1892}         Holdings  Bill.  864 


3ex,  which  land  in  the  County  of 
iex  is  provided  by  means  of  the 
payers  in  the  County  of  Sussex. 
Id  there  be  anything  more  unjust 
1  that  ?  Tbea  I  do  not  quite  imder- 
id  another  term  in  the  Bill,  which 
lat  the  man  must  CQltivate  it  him- 
I  do  not  understand  what 
ivating  it  himself  means ;  because 
lie  must  cultivate  it  himself  he 
not  be  in  Kent ;  but  I  under- 
id  my  noble  Friend  to  admit 
b  this  is  not  intended  to  force 
t  to  reside  in  Sussex,  because  that 
I  left  out  of  the  Bill  as  it  passed 
sogh  the  other  House  of  Farlia- 
at.  Then,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  veir 
larkable  point  in  connection  with 
se  words  "  land  suitable  for  agricul- 
e."  One  would  imtigine  that  they 
:e  not  to  take  any  land  that  was  not 
table  for  agriculture ;  but  if  your 
rdships  turn  to  Clause  16  it  says 
tthe 

Coun^  CoundlBbal),  if  practioable,  sell  or 
Mtnali  holdings,  andin  accordance  with  this 
,  any  land  required  under  this  Act,  but  if 
Council  are  of  opinion  that  aaj  Buch  land 
3t  needed  for,  or  ia  anioiti^lB  for,  small 
tings  "  then  "  thej  nu^  sell  or  let  the  land," 

ich,  according  to  the  instruc- 
IS  in  the  first  part  of  the 
1,  they  have  no  business  to  take 
ause  it  is  not  suitable  for  agriculture, 
srefore  they  may  take  my  land  and 
y  may  get  it  for  the  purpose  of 
ioulture,  and,  after  they  have  got 
i  land  of  mine,  they  may  suddenly 
1  oat  that  it  is  not  wanted — ^that  is 
extraordinary  thing — and  then, 
0^  they  have  got  it  from  me  for 
purpose  of  agriovdtnre,  they  may  sell 
sxchftnge  that  land,  and  with  the  pro- 
ds of  it  they  may  buy  some  land  in 
ither  part  with  whidi  I  have  nothing 
atever  to  do.  I  think  that  is  a 
st  extraordinary  provision,  and  is 
tainly  one  that  I  do  not  approve  of. 
Lords,  I  am  sure  my  noble  Friend 
1  forgive  my  saying  so,  but  I  think 
title  of  the  Bill  is  a  wrong 
1.  I  do  not  think  it  should  be 
led  a  "  Small  Agricultural  Hold- 
B  Bill " ;  I  would  rather  call  it 
Bill  to  enable  County  Councils  to 
culate  in  land  at  the  expanse  of  the 
spayers,"  because  that  seems  to  me 
at  it  is ;  if  you  call  things  by  their 
it  names  that  would  certaimy  con- 


vey very  much  what  is  in  the  Bill. 
Then  there  is  another  clause,  I  think  it 
is  Clause  19,  that  the  Council  shall  fix 
the  rent  at  such  reasonable  amount  oa 
to  guard  them  against  loss.  Well  now 
I  do  not  quite  see  how  that  can  possibly 
be  done.  If  your  Lordships  bear 
with  me  I  will  just  point  out  why. 
Supposing  you  are  taking  land  that  ia 
worth  30s.  an  acre,  I  conclude  that,  if 
you  take  land  at  30s.  an  acre  from  a 
tenant,  you  are  bound  to  pay  him  some* 
thing  for  disturbance ;  then  that,  of 
course,  is  added  to  the  30s.  Then,  in 
addition  to  that,  there  is  the 
fencing,  roads,  water^  buildings,  and 
the  drainage ;  all  that,  of  course,  must 
be  added  to  the  rent.  Unless  you  have 
bought  the  land  far  below  its  market 
value,  when  you  let  it  it  mnst  be  let 
at  such  a  rent  that  the  man  cannot 
possibly  pay  it ;  or,  if  you  do  not 
charge  him  that  high  rent,  then  it 
must  be  paid  by  one  of  two  people — it 
must  either  be  paid  by  the  tenant  to 
whom  you  let  it,  or  by  the  ratepayers ; 
and  in  that  case  a  serious  addition 
would  be  made  to  the  local  rates» 
Then,  my  Lor^,  there  ia  an  expression 
that  I  should  very  much  like  my  noble 
Friend  to  explain,  and  that  is  that  this 
land  may  be  cultivated  on  the 
co-operative  system. 

Eael  CADOGAN:  No,  in  co- 
operation by  a  certain  number. 

*Thb  Dxjke  of  BICHMOND  ani> 
GOBDON :  It  is  in  Chinse  4,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page — 

*<A  number  of  persons  working  on  *. 
oo-operative  system,  provided  such  system  be 
approved  by  the  County  Council" 

What  does  that  mean  ?  I  cannot,  for 
the  life  of  me,  understand  it.  And  it  is 
to  be  left  to  the  County  Council  to  say 
whether  it  is  a  co-operative  system  or 
not.  You  are  dealing  with  very  small 
holdings.  What  do  you  call  a  co- 
operative system  ?  Are  there  to  be 
haU-a-dozen  labourers  joined  together 
to  farm  a  plot  of  fifteen  acres — because 
they  woiild  not  have  two  acres 
apiece?  And  observe,  if  you  have  a 
six  acre  farm  on  a  co-operative  system, 
what  an  enormous  amoimt  of  squab- 
bling and  quarrelling  there  would  be ; 
each  man  wonld  thmk  he  knew  better 
than  his  neighbour  how  it  ought  to  be 
cultivated.  I  should  not  envy  anyone 
who  worked  on  the  co-operative  system. 
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TPhen  I  think,  my  Lords,  under 
Clause  6,  ^ter  the  money  is  all  paid, 
the  holding  hecomes  the  freehold  pro- 
perty of  the  owner,  and  he  may  cut  it 
up  into  as  many  Uttle  bits  as  he  pleases, 
as  it  seems  to  me.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  wise,  but  I  should 
rather  doubt  it.  Then  imder  Clause  9 
"the  County  Council  are  to  make 
sanitary  rules.  But  then  what  be- 
■comes  (rf  the  Sanitary  Authority? 
because  you  set  up  two  Sanitu^ 
Authorities  there  you  have  the  regu- 
lar Local  Sanitary  Authority  and  you 
have  the  SanitturyAuthonty  set  up 
under  this  Bill.  Which  is  to  prevail  ? 
One  of  them  must.  Perhaps  my  noble 
IViend  will  think  that  over  before  the 
Committee  stage ;  I  think  he  should 
look  to  that,  and  see  what  can 
be  done.  Then,  my  Lords,  I  come 
to  Clause  11.  My  noble  Friend  says 
with  regard  to  that  clause  he  is  in  a 
serious  difficulty.  I  never  like  to 
liear  my  noble  Friend  say  he  is  in  a 
serious  difficulty,  and  I  am  always 
4;lad  if,  by  any  possibility — particularly 
38  I  have  been  rather  criticising  his 
measure — I  can  relieve  him.  I  think 
I  can  relieve  him,  because  I  will  move 
the  rejection  of  that  clause  when  we 
get  into  Committee ;  and,  from  what 
he  said  to-night,  I  am  certain  that  I 
shall  get  his  support  and  that  of  my 
noble  Friends  who  think  with  me.  I 
now  come  to  the  .first  reason  for  the 
Bill — namely,  the  re-creation  of  the 
yeomen.  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit 
that  they  fu:e  a  most  admirable 
•class ;  I  regret  that  they  have  ceased 
to  exist  really,  and  my  noble  Friend 
in  talking  of  yeomen  I  think  most  for- 
get— 

Saul  CADOGAN  :  I  did  not  use  the 

word. 

^■The  Duke  op  RICHMOND  and 
■GOEDON  :  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  in  introducing  the  Bill  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  have  a 
right  to  take  what  the  Proposer  of  the 
Bill  intends  the  Bill  to  do.  He  said 
that  there  were  two  objects  in  the  Bill — 
one  was  to  benefit  the  labouring 
population,  and  the  other  was  to  re- 
•create,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  use 
the  expression,  the  class  of  yeomen. 
A  yeoman  used  to  be  considered 
.a  man  who  owned  from  one  hundred 
.to  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  aod 
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to  say  that  you  are  going  to 
re-create  the  class  of  yeomen  holding 
from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  acres 
of  land,  by  setting  up  men  who  own 
land  from  one  acre  up  to  fifty  acres,  is, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  a  most  extraordinary  statement  to 
come  from  either  my  noble  Friend  or 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  My  Lords,  the 
yeomen  have  gradually  disappeared, 
because  the  present  state  of  things  did 
not  suit  them — because  they  preferred 
to  occupy  rather  than  to  own;  and 
there  are  many  instances  even  in  which 
the  yeoman  has  sold  his  own  land  and 
afterwards  become  the  tenant  of  the 
man  who  bought  it.  I  was  talking  to 
a  friend  of  mine,  a  yeoman,  not  long 
ago,  who  owned  about  two  hundred 
acres  of  land.  I  asked  him  how  he  got 
on,  and  he  said  very  badly  indeed,  and 
he  added,  "  For  family  reasons  I  do  not 
like  to  part  with  the  land,  but  I  should 
be  very  iuuch  better  off  if  I  was  the 
tenant  and  you  the  landlord,  and  yon 
were  the  buffer  between  me  and 
bad  times."  That  la  the  very  reason. 
They  do  not  like  to  be  the  buffer  them- 
selves, but  would  rather  somebody  else 
was.  And,  to  say  that  you  can  re-create 
a  class  of  that  kind  by  having  fifty 
acre  holdings  is  an  assertion  that  1 
cei'tainly  cannot  admit.  My  Lords, 
I  must  apologise  for  being  so  long. 
I  have  just  come  to  the  last  point, 
and  I  told  my  noble  Friend  I  would 
not  forget  it— I  am  quite  sure  he 
would  be  veiy  sorry  if  I  did — and 
that  is  compulsion.  My  noble  Friend 
I  think  admitted  that  these  holdings 
were  an  extension  of  the  Allotments 
Act.  In  the  Allotments  Act  there  is 
compulsion.  Then,  I  ask,  if  you  have 
compulsion  for  one  acre,  what  is  the 
difference  between  one  acre  and  fifteen 
acies  ?  If  you  find  it  necessary  in  the 
one  you  will  find  it  necessary  in  the 
other.  My  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
compulsion  will  come.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  I  like  it,  but  I  thi^  it  will 
come,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
everybody  whom  I  have  the  honour  of 
addressing  at  this  moment  is  of  the 
same  opinion  too.  If  such  a  dreadful 
calamity  were  to  happen  to  the  country 
as  that  my  noble  EViend  the  Prime 
Minister  was  to  find  himself  in  a  short 
time  sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  we  know  perfectly  wdl  what 
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would  happen ;  because  we  have  been 
told,  by  noble  Lords  in  this  House  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  that  the  only 
mistake  in  the  BiU  is  that  there  is  no 
compulsion  in  it ;  and  therefore  I  have 
no  doubt  if  that  calamity  should 
happen — I  hope  to  goodness  it  willnot — 
we  shall  have  compulsion.  But  I  say 
the  logical  conclusion  is  that,  if  you  are 
bound  to  have  this  power  of  compulsion 
ap  to  one  acre,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  it  for  more.  There  are  many 
men  who  v^ould  say,  "  Take  one  acre  if 
that  is  all ;  I  do  not  care  about  that ; 
it  will  make  very  Uttle  diffsrence  in  the- 
field."  But,  when  yon  come  to  take 
ten  or  fifteen  acres,  I  do  not  think  you 
vill  find  it  so  easy ;  and,  if  you  find  it 
necessary  to  have  compulsion  in  order 
to  get  one  acre,  you  will  find  it  more 
neoessar}'  when  dealing  with  ten  or 
fifteen  acres.  I  should  like  very  much 
to  quote  one  of  the  reasons,  and  it  is 
■so  very  weak  a  reason  that  it  alarms 
me,  that  was  given  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.    He  said — 

"  He  believed  the  power  of  compuluon  at 
the  nreeoDt  time  to  be  absolately  ooDecenanr. 
On  the  First  Readio^  o(  the  Bilf  ha  stated  that 
the  quantity  of  land  id  the  market  for  sale  was 
•omething  remarkahle,  and  that  the  diffienlty 
rather  was  on  the  part  of  owners  of  land  to 
find  a  purchaser  rather  than  to  induce  them 
to  He  had  in  his  poBsession  flxarea  sap- 
pliadbjr  a  flnii  iriiodaniigthe  last  three  years 
had  scla  about  6^000  acres  of  land  in  Bi^land 
altne  out  of  376,000  aofM  which  thev  had  at 
iheir  disposal.'' 

I  want  your  Lordships  to  consider 
what  he  says  now — 

"  If  hon.  If  embers  multiplied  the  number  of 
«miMat  firms  who  had  land  at  their  disposal 
with  the  number  of  acres  sold  by  this  firm  in 
proportim,  they  would  find  that  there  was  in 
the  maricet  at  the  present  time  waitiu  for 
yurohassrs  an  amount  of  land  which  made  the 
Xdaa  of  eompnWon  entirely  nnnaeeasaiy  if  not 
cidiealoaa." 

Now,  if  it  would  not  be  rude,  I  should 
have  applied  that  epithet  to  that  last 
«tatement.  If  that  is  the  way  you  are 
to  arrive  at  the  qaantity  of  land  in  the 
country,  and  if  that  ia  the  fact  which 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  resort  to 
•compulsiont  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  I 
hope  the  statistics  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  are  not  framed  on  the  same 
principles.  My  Lords,  in  this  quantity 
•of  land  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
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been  describing  he  does  not  toll  us 
where  the  land  is  situated  and  what 
sort  of  land  it  is.  It  is  no  use  to  toll  a 
labouring  man  in  Sussex  that  he  call 
have  a  very  good  bit  of  land  somewhere 
in  Northamptoiishire.  It  is  no  good 
unless  you  have  the  land  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  where  you  want 
it.  And  as  to  the  quality  of  the  land, 
unless  you  know  what  sort  of  land  it  is, 
vou  cannot  say  that  it  is  capable  of 
being  turned  into  these  holdings.  My 
Lords,  I  come  now  to  the  injury  which 
this  BiU  will  inflict  upon  two  classes  in 
this  country,  who  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  at  all,  and  who  I  take  to  be 
not  the  two  least  important  classes  in 
the  country — namely,  the  owner  and 
the  occupier  of  land.  I  am  assuming 
now  that  we  shall  get  compulsion,  as  I 
am  sure  we  shall.  My  noble  fViend 
does  not  like  it,  but  still  it  will  come* 
and  I  quite  understand  his  not  arguing 
the  question. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  Not  in  this  Bill. 

*The  Duke  of  BIGHMOND  and 

GOEDON :  No,  but  it  will  be  in  the 
next.  Just  take  the  injury  that  would 
befall  the  owner  and  occupier.  Tdke  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  of  which 
the  County  Council  want  to  take  fifty 
acres.  They  will  not  take  the  worst 
land ;  because  we  know  perfectly  well 
that  it  is  difficult  enough  in  these  days 
to  make  both  ends  meet  if  you  are 
dealing  with  good  land ;  therefore  the 
County  Council,  if  they  are  going  to 
let  it  to  a  man,  will  take  fifty  acres  of 
the  best  land  on  the  farm.  Everybody 
knows  that  on  all  farms  there  is  good 
land  as  well  as  bad,  and  that  they  see 
one  against  the  other,  and  the  man 

Eays  the  rent,  taking  it  all  round,  which 
0  thinks  he  can  afford  to  pay.  But, 
if  you  take  fifty  acres  off  a  two  hundred 
acre  farm,  and  leave  it  with  150  acres 
of  the  worst  land,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
occupier  cannot  pay  his  rent.  Then  what 
happens  ?  He  gives  his  landlord  notice 
to  quit,  and  the  landlord  is  left  with  a 
farm  of  ISO  acres  with  probably  more 
buildings  thua  he  wants  upon  it, 
which  he  cannot  possibly  dispose  of  at 
anythiiu  like  a  rental.  I  say  this  is 
one  of  the  fruits  of  the  very  great  in- 
justice that  would  be  done  to  every 
owner  and  occupier  of  a  farm. 
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Eabi.  GADOGAN  :  Under  our  Bill? 
*The  Duke  or  BICHMOND  and 

GORDON  :  No,  but  my  noble  Friend 
says  the  Bill  is  an  experiment ;  it  is  a 
sort  of  pilot  balloon  ;  it  goes  on,  and 
after  a  bit  when  it  is  found  that  under 
this  Bill  you  cannot  do  what  you  want 
to  do,  you  cannot  get  the  land  you 
want  to  get,  just  in  the  same  way  as 
you  could  not  get  all  the  allotments 
yon  wanted  under  the  old  system  and 
were  obliged  to  resort  to  oompnlsion. 
so  I  say  it  will  be  exactly  the  same 
thing  now,  for  the  compolsion  for 
the  Allotments  Act  was  brought  in 
by  my  friends  the  Government  them- 
selves, and  therefore  they  admit  that  it 
is  neoessary  in  some  cases.  My  Lords, 
I  am  sorry  to  have  detained  you  so 
long,  but  I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this 
question,  and  this  is  a  Bill  which 
oontains  great  deal  that  is  not  at  all 
to  my  mind.  I  hope  it  may  be  a 
suooesB.  My  noble  Friend  says  it  is 
an  experiment ;  I  hope  it  may  be  a 
suocessfol  one ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
have  very  great  doubts  as  to  whether 
it  will  prove  that  blessing  to  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  which  my  noble 
Friend  hopes  it  will. 
*Eabl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships 
at  any  great  length,  but  I  feel  that  I 
ought  to  make  some  remarks  on  this 
important  measure  which  has  been 
introduced  by  my  noble  Friend  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal.  I  shall  not  follow 
the  exceedin^y  interesting  speech  of 
the  noble  Duke  who  has  just  sat  down ; 
he  has  acted  the  part  of  a  candid  friend 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  it 
will  be  for  them  to  answer  the  criticisms 
which  he  has  made  on  their  Bill.  My 
remarks,  my  Lords,  will  be  of  a  more 

feneral  character ;  and,  at  the  outset, 
should  like  to  say,  with  regard  to  a 
remark  which  fell  from  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  that  the  opponents  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  twitted  him  and  those  who 
introduced  the  measure  with  being 
hoJU-hearied  about  it,  that  I  do  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  wish  to  impute 
that  they  are  half-hearted  in  this 
matter.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 
they  consider  that  this  Bill  will  be  of 
advantage  to  the  country.  The  only 
thing,  I  may  say,  is  that  they  would 
not  have  thrown  themselves  open  to 
the  insinuation  to  which  he  refers  if 
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they  had  been  able  to  introduce  the 
measure  at  an  earlier  stage  of  their 

Solitical  existence.    Now,  my  Lords,  I 
o  not  consider  it  is  necessary  to  argue 
in  favour  of  the  desirability  of  increasing 
the  number  of  owners  of  land  in  this 
country.     The    social  and  poUtical 
advantage  of  this  course  is  admitted, 
on  all  hands.    Nor  need  I  argue  in 
favour  of  the  desirability  of  enabUng 
the  man  who  earns  his  daily  bread 
from  agricultural  labour  to  mount  the 
ladder  of  his  profession  and  to  rise 
gradually  horn  the  lowest  step  where 
he  may  now  stand.    Everybody,  I 
believe,  admits  that  to  give  hope  to  a 
man  inakes  him  a  better  worker,  and  a 
better  citizen.    I  sheuld  like  to  dwell 
on  two  or  three  points  which  occur  to 
me  in  considering  this  matter ;  and 
first  of  all  I  would  like  to  refer  to  what 
I   beUeve  is  the  case —namely,  the 
diminution  of  small  holding  in  thia 
coimtry.    The  interesting  Beport  of 
the  Committee  which  sat  up  to  1890,. 
to  which  my  noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon)  referred,  speaks 
clearly  on  this  question.    It  is  obvious 
that  that  Committee  considered  that 
there  had  been  a  very  considerable 
diminution  in  the  number  of  small 
holdings     in     the     country,  not- 
withstanding    the     large  increase 
in    the    amount   of    land  brought 
into  cultivation,  and  the  increase  of 
small  holdings  near  the  towns.  Now^ 
to  what  do  they  attribute  this  falling 
off  of  small  holdings  ?  First  of  all  there 
is  the  natural  waste  in  smaU  owner- 
ship ;    small  owners  from  ordinary 
causes  are  obUged  to  sell  their  land, 
and,    when   they   seU    their  hold- 
ings,, other  small  owners  rarely  come 
in  to  occupy  the  same  holdings.  It 
may  be  that  some  small  owners  who 
have  been  successful  buy  an  adjoining 
holding,  and  perhaps  double  their  smaU 
holding ;  but  more  often,  from  eoonomia 
causes  which  I  need  not  go  into,  lai^ 
owners  of  property  absorb  these  smul 
holdings.   Then  th^e  is  another  oausb 
whidi  contributes  a  good  deal  to 
the  discouragement  of  small  hold- 
ings.   I  allude  to  what  has  been  done 
during  the  last  forty  years,  or  perhaps 
even  before  that  time,  in  the  inclosure 
of  common  land.    Now,  as  your  Lord- 
ships are  aware,  common  lands  afforded 
great  t^iportunities  to  small  owners  for 
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s  feeding  of  their  stock,  and  in  other 
i>ys  they  derived  considerable  benefit 
im  common  land.  I  am  quite 
rare  that  when  inclosure  took 
ice  a  considerable  number  of  small 
Idings  were  created,  but  not  to  any 
ry  appreciable  extent  in  comparison 
th  the  amount  of  land  which  was 
itributed  in  lai^r  holdings.  I  notice 
>m  this  Report  that,  out  of  about 
0,000  acres  which  have  been  dealt 
th  in  this  way,  only  about  2,195 
res  were  given  for  garden  land  or 
lall  fields.  I,  for  one,  regret  the 
eration  of  these  inclosures,  for  I 
lieve  that  more  good  was  perhaps 
ne  by  many  of  these  than  the  good 
lich  I  know  those  who  favoured  the 
closure  Act  prophesied  from  their 
Dceedings — namely,  the  large  increase 
cultivation  in  the  country.  I  cannot 
t  think  that  the  diminution  of  these 
mmons  has  had  an  effect  in  diminish- 
;  small  holdings.  The  Committee 
"er  to  other  causes,  and  those  causes 
3  important.  They  draw  attention 
the  heavy  expense  attending  the 
msfer  of  land ;  they  draw  attention 
the  Laws  of  Settlement  and  Entail ; 
3y  draw  attention  to  the  laws  with 
;ard  to  intestacy  ;  and  they  say  that 
these  Acts  of  Parliament  have 
ided  to  diminish  the  niuuber  of  hold- 
^  in  this  country.  I  confess  I  wish 
at  we  could  have  done  some- 
ing  to  remedy  these  general  draw- 
cks  to  the  creation  of  small  hold- 
^.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
me  years  ago  that  distinguished 
J7yer,  Lord  Cairns,  introduced  an 
portant  Act  dealing  with  property; 
t,  unfortunately,  that  reform  was  not 
lowed  up,  for  your  Lordships  threw 
t  a  measure  not  many  years  ago 
lich  was  supported  greatly  on  this 
[e  of  the  House,  but  was  actu^ly 
Dposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
3nt.  I  regret  that  more  has  not 
en  done  in  general  legislation  to 
move  restrictions  which  may  hinder 
B  creation  of  these  holdings.  If 
are  had  been  done  there  would 
obably  have  been  a  safer  distribution 
land  throughout  the  country,  and 
a  advantages  which  are  claimed  for 
is  measure  would  probably,  or 
Bsibly,  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
iinftry  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
ell,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  going  to 


criticise  the  Bill  in  the  way  that  the 
noble  Dake  has  criticised  it.  Part  of 
his  speech  referred,  I  think,  more  to 
allotments  than  to  small  holdings  ;  and, 
though  I  agree  with  a  great  deal  of 
what  he  said  with  regard  to  allotments, 
I  do  not  think  the  same  arguments 
appl^  to  this,  which  is  a  step  higher 
up  in  the  ladder  of  the  promotion 
of  the  labourer.  Well,  then,  I  do  not 
understand  what  was  said  with  regard 
to  the  creation  of  yeomen.  I  do  not 
for  a  moment  conceive  that  this  Bill  is 
intended  to  create  these  large  yeomen 
of  whom  we  were  so  proud  and  whom 
we  regret  to  find  in  such  dwindled 
numbers  now  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  I  welcome  this  Bill,  however, 
as  an  encouragement  to  the  agricultural 
labourer  and  those  who  spring  from  the 
same  class — namely,  small  artizans  in 
the  villages,  to  enable  them  to  get  the 
benefit  of  being  the  owners  of  land. 
How  I,  for  one,  do  not  anticipate  that 
this  measure  will  have  any  very  large 
or  wide  extent.  Certainly  in  the  rural 
districts  with  which  I  am  most  famiUar 
there  will  not  be  a  gi*eat  many  labourers 
who  will  be  able  to  produce  the  money 
necessary  for  coming  under  the  Act.; 
there  will  be,  I  fear,  very  few  of  them 
who  can,  vrith  their  heavy  responsi- 
bilities of  families,  sa\e  a  sumoient 
amount  to  put  down  the  money 
necessary  for  the  purchase ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  if  this  measure  encourages 
in  every  village,  or  «ven  in  every 
other  village,  a  few  men  to  be- 
come owners,  it  will  be  a  direct 
encouragement  to  thrift,  and  I 
therefore  welcome  the  measure  in  that 
respect.  But  now  I  should  like  to  make 
one  or  two  criticisms  on  parts  of  the 
Bill.  The  noble  Earl,  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  alluded  to  the  question  of  compul- 
sion—he has  had  a  most  able  ai^ument 
from  the  noble  Duke  behind  him  on  that 
subject ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  alto- 
gether pass  over  this  question  of  com- 
pulsion. I  agree  entirely  with  the 
noble  Duke  in  the  beUef  that  com- 
pulsion is  certain  to  follow  the  intro- 
duction of  this  measure.  I  may  leave 
the  argument  to  the  noble  Duke, 
for  he  put  it  very  concisely  and  very 
forcibly,  particularly  that  part  of  it 
where  he  said  that  you  are  obliged  to 
have  compulsion  with  regard  to  allot- 
ments, and  there  is  no  difference  in 
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prinw^e  between  compulsion  for 
allotments  and  oomputeion  for  a 
small  holding.  I  should  like  also  to 
emphasise  another  part  of  his  argu- 
ment in  which  he  dealt  with  the  great 
amount  of  land  which  is  now  said  to  be 
in  the  market.  That,  to  my  mind,  does 
not  really  touch  the  question  of  oom- 
palsion  at  all.  There  are  lai:;ge  owners 
who  have  whole  villages  under  their 
complete  control,  and,  if  they  are  op- 
posed to  carrying  out  this  Act,  it  will 
be  no  consolation  to  a  man  who  has 
saved  some  money,  and  is  able  to 
take  a  small  holding  under  the  Act, 
to  be  told  that  twenty  or  thirty 
or  fifty  miles  ofiF,  or  perhaps,  if  he  is  in 
Northamptonshire,  that  in  Sussex 
there  is  ih  large  quantity  of  land  avail- 
alile.  The  fact  is  that  the  distribution 
of  land  available  to  be  sold  is  not  wide, 
and  therefore  the  fact  that  a  large 
quantity  of  land  is  in  the  market  will 
not  meet  the  objections  which  people 
have  who  desire  compulsion.  Now  I 
will  take  another  point.  I  quite  admit 
that  with  regard  to  rent  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  some  large  conces- 
sions; but  I  feel  very  strongly  that, 
if  this  measure  is  to  be  really  useful  to 
the  agriooltnral  labourer,  more  should 
be  done  to  enable  him  to  rent 
land  than  is  done  now  even  under 
the  Bill.  Why  do  I  say  this?  As  I 
have  told  your  Lordships  before,  there 
are  very  few  agricultural  labourers  who 
have  been  able  to  save  any  consider- 
able sum  of  money  ;  it  is  a  very  small 
ium  that  they  may  have  saved  out  of 
their  industry ;  ana  this  small  sum  is 
not  more  than  adequate  to  pro- 
vide the  stock  for  the  farm  ; 
and  if,  in  addition  to  that,  they 
Bxe  obliged  to  put  down  a  fifth  of 
the  purdiase-money,  it  will  m^e  it 
almost  imposaibie  for  any  of  than  men 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  Act.  I  there- 
fore wish  that  the  Government  could 
have  extended  this  point,  and  enabled 
larger  holdings  to  be  rented  imder  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  come  to  a  further  point,  and 
that  is  with  r^;ard  to  the  authority 
wbioh  is  to  administer  the  Act.  I 
agree  in  a  fpreat  measure  with  what  the 
noble  Duke  has  said  with  regard  to  the 
immffiise  difficulties  that  there  will  be 
i|  the  Coooty  CJooniul  is  to  administer 

Earl  Spencer 


the  Act.    I  believe  that  the  initiative 
in  all  these  matters  ought  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  body  repre- 
senting a  smaller  district.    Poxir  years 
ago   the    Government  introduced  a 
measure  which  dealt  with  Local  Go- 
vernment in  the  counties.    In  that 
pleasure  they  included  provisions  for 
creating  District  Councils.   They  have 
never  carried  out  those  provisions. 
Four  years  have  passed,  and  they  have 
not  introduced  any  measure  on  that 
subject.     I    myself  would  go  even 
further,  and  desire  to  see  the  erection 
of  Parish  Councils.  Now  to  these  small 
bodies  I  should  like  to  give  the  initia- 
tive in  this  matter  of  small  holdings. 
They  know  the  wants  of  the  people  ; 
they  know  the  exact  land  suitable  for 
the  purposes  of  small  holdings  ;  and 
they    oould   admirably   initiate  all 
matters  connected   with   this  Act. 
I  do  not  want  that  they  should  have 
unrestricted  power  with  regard  to  this 
— I  should  give  either  a  confirmatory 
power  to  the  County  Council,  or  that 
an  appeal  to  them  should  be  made  in 
cases  of  difficulty.    And  I  desire  to  say 
one  word  with  regard  to  the  hardship 
that  might  be  inflicted  under  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  myself  believe  that  any  hard- 
ship would  be  inflicted,  even  if  the  BiU 
were  made  compulsory.    I  do  not 
beheve  the  body  aidministering  the  Act 
would  do  anything  to  spoil  what  are 
called  the  amenities  of  property,  or  to 
prevent  the  practical  and  profitable  use 
of  a  farm  by  taking  portions  of  it  which 
would  have  that  effect.    I  believe  it 
would  have  a  very  much  better  effect 
in  the  country  if  these  provisions  were 
added  to  it.   My  Lords,  I  have  made 
these  criticisms,  not  in  a  hostile  spirit ; 
I  hope  my  noble  Friend  will  not  think 
that ;  iox,  on  the  whole,  I  feel  di^osed 
to  be   friendly   towsjrds   the  BiU. 
I  do  xuA    propose  to   move  any 
Amendment,  oecause  your  Lordships 
are  well  aware  that  it  would  be  futile, 
if  we  wished  it,  to  propose  any  Amend- 
ment from  the  Bench  where  I  sit.  My 
Lords,   I   sincerely  trust  that  this 
measure  will  have  a  good  influence  in 
the  country.    If  its  influence  be  but 
small,  it  will  to  some  extent  give  ho^ 
to  the  agricultural  labourer,  and,  m 
that  way,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
benefit  will  be  conferred  on  the  mial 
oommnnities  in  England. 
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The  Duki  of  AKGYLL:  My  Lords, 

this  Bill  referjred  only  to  England  I 
lonld  not  venture  to  trouble  your 
ordships  at  all ;  but,  as  it  includes 
ootland,  I  hope  the  House  will  allow 
le  to  say  a  {ew  words  on  the  general 
Lew  that  I  take  of  this  Bill  such  as  it  is 
atural  to  take  on  the  Second  Beading 
ad  before  going  into  the  details.  My 
lords,  I  am  very  glad  to  acknowledge 
le  great  fairness  and  ability  and  justice 
!  the  speech  which  has  just  been 
Blivered  by  my  noble  Friend  the  noble 
larl  behind  me.  There  are  many 
lings  that  he  said  with  which  I  en- 
rely  agree.  This  is  a  Bill  to  satisfy  a 
mtiment,  but  it  is  a  sentiment  widely 
itertained  on  both  sides  in  both 
[ouses  of  Parliament ;  and,  whatever 
lay  be  said  of  the  electioneering  aspect 
I  the  Bill  to  which  my  noble  Friend 
he  Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon) 
3t  indirectly  referred,  I  am  bound  to 
by,  and  to  remind  the  House — ^both 
des  of  it — that  many  years  ago  the 
)ble  Marquees  opposite,  when  he  was 
)t  in  office,  expressed  in  this  House 
1  anxious  desire  to  increase  the 
miber  of  occupying  owners  in  Eng- 
nd.  I  remember  it  weU  because  at 
le  time  it  was  rather  a  novelty — it 
iB  become  a  very  common  sentiment 
)w — and  I  remember  particularly 
king  notice  of  >it.  I  do  not  think 
lerefore  that  my  noble  Friend  at  the 
lad  of  the  Government  can  be  accused 

havinc,  so  far  as  he  is  personally 
mcemed,  taken  this  action  merely  on 
iconnt  of  the  approaching  General 
lection.  But,  if  any  motive  of  that 
rt  can  be  brought  against  my  noble 
riend  opposite,  it  equally  applies  to 
e  Party  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
tiring  their  last  tenure  of  office  I  do 
it  recollect  that  they  took  any 
aps  whatever  towards  this  end,  and 
i  all  know  that  it  is  in  order  to 
tiefy  the  general  sentiment  that 
ey  have  taken  it  up  as  well 
the  Party  which  supports  the 
}vemment — the  one  is  as  bad  and 

good  as  the  other  in  that  matter. 
>w,  my  Lords,  my  own  feeling  is  that 
is  is  an  experiment  which  it  is  worth 
lile  to  try — that  is  all.  I  do  not 
lieve  that  it  will  operate  to  a 
■ge  extent ;  I  do  not  see  how  it  can 
ssibly  do  so ;  and,  as  to  re-instating 
lat  is  called  the  old  yeomanry  class, 


I  think  it  is  a  pure  delusion  to  suppose 
that  this  or  any  other  Bill  can  do  it. 
What  are  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  the  decrease  of  small  ownerships  in 
England  ?  My  noble  Friend  in  charge  of 
this  Bill  said  that  one  of  them  was  the 
spread  of  education.   What  does  that 
mean  ?   It  means  that  educated  men 
do  not  find  it  pay  them  to  have  this 
small  property.  Are  you  to  stop  educa- 
tion, and  are  you  to  fovour  ignorance, 
in  order  that  ignorant  men  may  think 
they  are  bettor  off  in  the  conntry  than 
they  would  be  in  the  town?  My 
Lords,  the  causes  are  purely  economic 
which  have  led  to  the  decrease  of  small 
owners.     What  happens  is  this:  A 
family,  who  have  gone  on  for  genera- 
tions perhaps  in  a  very  humble  way, 
bardly  saving  anything,  living  on  their 
own  produce  and  their  own  funds, 
get  into  more  expensive  habits  of  life — 
their  sons  do,  their  daughters  do,  the 
whole  family  do — and  at  last  a  stan- 
dard of  living  is  set  up  which  the  little 
property  is  unable  to  support — that  is 
a  common  case — and  they  find  that,, 
instead  of  getting  £100  a  year  with 
very  bard  labour  from   their  small 
property,  it  pays  them  much  better  to . 
get  £3,000  down,  either  from  a  neigh- 
bouring landlord,  or  from  somehc«y 
else,  and  to  migrate  into  the  town. 
Now  is  Parliament  really  going  to 
attempt  to  make  these  men  think 
otherwise  of  their  own  interests  and 
their  own  destiny?    The  thing  is 
absurd ;  you  cannot  do  it.     On  the 
other  hand  there  are  causes  which  are 
and  have  been  in  operation,  which  the 
noble  Earl  behind  me   alluded  to, 
quoting  I  suppose  from  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee ;  but  there  are  other 
causes  which  have  perha|»  led  to  the 
diminution  of  these  small  properties, 
which  might  have  been  remedied  at  an 
earlier  period.   My  noble  Friend  re- 
ferred to  the  cost  of  the  transfer  of 
land.     Now,  my  Lords,  we  all  re- 
member that  two  or  three  years  ago 
the  Government  produced  a  Bill  for 
the  registration  and  simplification  of 
title  ;  but  a  large  majority  of  this  House 
threw  it  out,  and  great  blame  has 
been  attached  to  your  Lordships  for 
its  rejection.    I  took  no  part  in  the 
discussion  because  it  was  a  Bill  that 
referred  to  England  alone,  and  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  do  so;  but  I  r«- 
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member    that    a  number    of  Peers 
who   voted   againsfr    the   Bill,  the 
noble   Marquees    of    Bath  among 
others,    complained    and  objected 
chiefly  because  attached  to  that  Bill 
there  were  clauses  which  referred  to  a 
wholly  different  matter,  namely,  the 
division  of  property  upon  the  decease 
of  the  owner.    That  was  one  of  the 
grounds,  I  think  the  main  ground,  on 
which  the  vote  of  your  Lordships  was 
come  to.    I  do  not  beheve  that  this 
House  would  be  disposed  to  reject  any 
measure  which  would  really  facilitate 
and  cheapen  the  transfer  of  land;  I 
cannot  conceive  that  they  would  have 
any  interest  in  doing  so.    It  is  the 
interest  of  all  of  us  to  have  our  land  as 
easily  saleable  as  possible,  and  to  in- 
crease our  own  market ;  and,  therefore, 
I  do  not  believe  that  if  a  Bill  were  re- 
introduced purely  for  that  purpose — I 
hope  it  will  be  by  some  Government — 
there  would  be  opposition  in  this 
House.    But  I  am  bound  to  say  to  my 
noble  Friend  behind  me  (£arl  Spencer) 
that  personally  I  do  not  believe  that 
that  has  been  a  widely  operating  cause. 
The  transfer  of  land  is  not  so  dear 
after  all.    I  have  had  to  buy  a  piece  of 
land  recently,  and  the  costs  were  not 
so  extraordinary.    I  believe,  if  there 
was  a  real  desire  to  get  land  of  that 
kind,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
meeting  the  expenses  of  the  transfer 
any  more  than  meeting  the  expenses 
of  the  purchase.    It  is  because  there  is 
not  a  market  for  these  small  properties, 
it  is  because  there  is  not  a  class  of  men 
existing  who  think  they  would  be 
benefited   by  them,  that   they  are 
not  bought.    With  regard  to  entails, 
I  may  say  that  Lord  Caims's  Act 
seems  to  me  to  have  remedied  the 
evils  in  that  respect.    As  I  understand 
the  law  of  England  now,  there  is 
no  land  which  is  not  saleable ;  the 
price  may  be  entailed,  but  the  land 
itself  is  saleable;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  see  that  entails,  as  they  now  stand 
in  England  at  all  events,  have  much  to 
do  with  the  question.   Then  my  noble 
Friend  came  on  the  question  of  com- 
pulsion.   Now  I  entirely  agree  with 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  (the  Duke  of 
Bichmond  and  Gordon)  that  compul- 
sion is  a  very  serious  matter  in  this 
question ;  but  I  do  not  think  my  noble 
Friend  stated  the  strongest  .ground 

The  Duke  of  Argyll 


against  it.  Compulsion,  as  we  all 
^ow,  is  familiar  to  this  House  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  when 
lands  are  taken  for  strictly  public  pur- 
poses ;  but  you  can  hardly  say  that  it 
is  a  strictly  public  purpose  when  you 
merely  say  that  it  is  desirable  that 
small  proprietors  should  exist.  That 
is  not  a  public  purpose  in  the  sense  of 
a  railway,  a  canal,  or  any  other  such 
work.  My  Lords,  it  is  a  question  of 
general  policy.  If  you  are  to  maJce 
men  sell  their  land  compulsorily,  yon 
set  up  motives  and  you  destroy  other 
motives  in  a  manner  that  would 
have  a  most  serious  eSeot  upon 
the  employment  of  the  working  classes. 
Just  consider  what  the  effect  of 
compulsion  would  be  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  labour  in  the  country.  I 
suppose  most  of  your  Lordships  who 
have  large  estates  are  accustomed  to 
spend  large  sxmis  of  money  in  improve- 
ment of  the  soil.  Now  with  what 
heart  would  you  undertake  this  opera- 
tion if  you  knew  that  a  County  Council, 
or,  stiU  worse,  as  my  noble  Friend 
^arl  Spencer)  proposes,  a  Distriot 
Council,  or  even  a  Parish  Council,  so 
far  as  I  understand  him  

•Eakl  SPENCEB  :  As  an  appeal. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL:  With 
what  heart  would  any  landlord  enter 
upon  agricultural  improvements  if  he 
knew  that  next  week,  after  his  drain 
was  finished,  after  his  enclosures  were 
made,  after  his  buildings  wei*e  com- 
pleted, the  County  Cotmcil  might  come 
in  and  say,  I  demand  that  that  land 
shall  be  sold  to  me  that  I  mav  out  it 
up  for  small  proprietors?  I  nave  no 
doubt  whatever  that  that  is  what 
people  forget  in  regard  to  what  is  called, 
or  miscalled,  the  science  of  political 
economy ;  they  forget  the  concealed  and 
invisible  motives  that  you  set  up — that 
when  you  adopt  an  absurd  measure  of 
that  kind,  you  put  an  end  to  the 
improvements  on  the  part  of  landlords. 
A  universal  system  of  compulsion 
would  be  the  greatest  curse  that  can 
happen  to  any  industry  and  would 
smite  the  whole  a^nicultural  industry 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  My  liords,  I 
cannot  conceive  a  greater  mischief  than 
that.  You  say  that  the  agricultural 
labourer  is  migrating  to  the  towns. 
Why  is  he  migrating  to  the  towns? 
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Because  yon  have  adopted  free  trade, 
and  it  does  not  pay  any  longer  to  grow 
corn,  and  a  la»;e  part  of  the  land  of 
EngUmd,  espeoiaLly  in  the  North  is  going 
into  pasture.  You  are  not  going  to 
Teverse  your  policy  of  free  trade  in 
order  to  employ  the  labourer.  Just 
think  what  an  increased  impetus  you 
would  give  to  that  want  of  confidence 
and  want  of  employment  which  drives 
the  laboarer  into  the  towns  I  Every 
landlord  wonld  think  twice  before  he 
made  any  improvement  whatever  ;  he 
would  ta^e  care  to  consider  whether 
the  County  Council  was  friendly  or  not ; 
and  all  sorts  of  political  and  jobbing 
motives  might  enter  into  the  action  of 
the  District  and  Parish  Councils.  And 
the  smaller  you  make  your  authority 
— niy  noble  Friend  particularly  says 
he  wants  the  authority  to  be  very 
small  and  local — the  more  local 
yon  make  your  antl^ority,  l^e  less 
vesponsible  it  will  be  to  pnblio  bjunion ; 
and  you  will  smite  the  agricultural 
Sndnstryof  England  with  utter  paralysis 
from  the  insecurity  of  property. 
Heiiiember  this,  my  Lords,  that 
security  for  the  results  of  industry, 
for  the  investment  of  capital,  is  the 
mainsiNring  of  all  prosperity  in  all 
■departments  of  human  life,  and,  still 
more  tluu  any  other,  in  the  question 
of  land ;  because  there  you  cannot  get 
your  resnlU  except  after  a  long  time. 
If  there  were  a  compulsory  Bill  passed, 
enabling  everybody  to  seize  everybody 
else's  land  because  tbey  thought  it  an 
important  object  that  small  proprietors 
should  be  set  up,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  any  landlord  in  England  or  Scot- 
land wonld  think  it  worth  while  to 
improve  his  land  at  all,  but  would  live 
as  our  ancestors  did,  from  hand  to 
mouthy  and  give  up  improvements. 
¥ou  will  not  see  the  effect  of  that, 
because  the  motives  operating  in  the 
minds  of  mea  are  not  visib^  to  the 
multitode ;  they  act  secreUy  and  inoi- 
dentally;  and  that  is  why  they  are 
never  seen  and  taken  account  of.  I 
must  say,  in  answer  to  my  noble  Friend 
the  noble  Duke,  who  said  that  if 
'we  try  this  experiment  the  logical  con- 
sequence is  that  we  shall  go  on  to 
•eonipulsion,  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
him  at  all.  What  the  noble  Duke 
aneant  was  that  this  is  an  electioneering 
Bill,  and  it  will  not  snoceed,  and  that 


in  order  to  have  another  electioneering 
measure  more  successful  we  will  cap  it 
with  compulsion ;  and  no  doubt,  if 
that  is  the  object  we  have  in  view,  if 
that  is  the  influence  under  which  we 
are  to  legislate,  then  possibly  com- 
pulsion may  be  the  consequence.  But 
it  is  not  the  l(^cal  consequence,  it  is 
an  illogical  consequence,  a  ruinous 
consequence,  a  consequence  founded 
upon  total  ignorance  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  human  industry,  a  consequence 
which  destroys  the  confidence  in  all 
property.  My  noble  Friend  behind  me 
(Earl  Spencer)  alluded  again  to  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  upon  the 
enclosure  of  common  lands.  Can  there 
be  a  more  vulgar  error  than  this  stupid 
denunciation  of  the  enclosure  of  com- 
mon lands  ?  Have  your  Lordships 
ever  looked  into  the  evidence  that 
was  given  about  100  years  ago  as, 
to  the  ccmdition  of  farms  held  on  the 
ed^s  of  great  commons  ?  They  were 
universally  miserably  poor ;  their  agri- 
culture was  at  the  lowest  ebb ;  they  lived 
upon  poaching  and  every  kind  of  extra 
employment  they  could  get ;  and  the 
first  movement  and  improvement  in  the 
agriculture,  both  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, was  the  abolition  of  common 
lands.  I  do  not  say  it  may  not  have 
gone  too  far  where  you  want  recreation 
lands — that  I  do  not  deny ;  but  after 
all  it  is  easy  to  buy  them  back,  and 
they  are  being  bought  back  by  very 
large  sums  of  money  indeed,  wherever 
they  are  wanted  for  the  large  cities; 
and  with  regard  to  the  great  heaths  of 
Surrey  and  the  South  of  England, 
many  of  them  remain  commons  to  this 
day ;  they  are  very  barren  lands,  not 
likely  ever  to'  be  enclosed ;  and  I  am 
very  ^ad  that  Parliament  has  stopped 
the  exceroive  advance  of  enclosures 
with  regard  to  that  particular  class  of 
land.  But  to  denounce  the  enclosure 
of  common  lands,  which  has  been  the 
a.  b.  c.  work  of  the  whole  of  the  agri- 
cultural improvements  in  Eiuland, 
seems  to  me  the  stupidest  of  fi^acies 
and  giving  in  to  the  vulgarest  of  all 
prejudices.  With  regard  to  some 
clauses  of  this  Bill,  I  think  they  are 
very  queer,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  the 
observations  of  my  noble  Friend  (the 
Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon)  were 
full  of  that  article  which  is  so  rare  on 
all  these  subjects,  and  that  is  good 
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sound  oommon  sense;  he  did  not  go 

ttpon  theories ;  he  went  upon  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  and  the  state 
and  oondititm  of  the  people,  amount 
whom  he  is,  as  we  all  know,  an 
ominently  good  landlord.  Now,  my 
Ijords,  I  agree  with  much  that  he  said 
with  regard  to  those  clauses.  But 
then  observe  the  difficulty  Parliament 
is  in.  FarUament  wishes  to  make  this 
experiment  of  forcing  a  hot-house 
growth  of  small  proprietors ;  but 
Parliament  does  not  want  the  County 
GounoiU  to  be  mere  jobbers  of  land ; 
and  therefore  there  are  all  sorts  of 
clauses  put  in  to  protect  the  ratepayer. 
And  I  must  say  I  think  that  a  sound 
principle.  You  ought  not  to  give  to 
Xiocal  Bodies  the  power  of  harrying  the 
ratepayer.  It  is  an  essential  principle 
of  local  municipal  legislation — it  has 
been  from  the  beginning,  through  all 
the  Middle  Ages — that  Parliament  has 
doled  out  to  Municipalities  the  powers 
which  they  are  to  exercise ;  but  Parlia- 
ment has  kept  in  its  own  hand 
the  power  of  protecting  the  indi- 
vidual ratepayer  and  the  Hberty  of 
individual     man,     and     has  not 

S'ven  it  to  the  Municipalities,  even 
e  greatest  of  them ;  such  places  as 
Birmingham,  Leeds,  Manchester,  every 
one  of  them,  are  under  restrictions  from 
FarUament,  and  they  cannot  levy  un- 
just taxation  on  the  ratepayers  of  the 
towns  which  they  govern.  My  Lords, 
so  far  as  that  goes,  these  clauses  are 
E^ht  in  principle ;  they  are  intended 
t9  protect  the  ratepayers,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  County  Councils  from  becom- 
ing mere  jobbers  of  land ;  and  that  is 
sound  so  far  as  it  goes.  But,  my  Lords, 
if  compulsion  were  ever  adopted,  these 
olauses  would  have  to  be  enormously 
reinforced.  They  are  very  good  as  they 
are  in  the  case  of  voluntary  purchase, 
but  they  would  be  quite  inefficient  in 
the  case  of  compulsion.  Therefore,  my 
Ijords,  we  are  entering  on  a  most  inte- 
resting and  very  dangerous  experiment. 
And  I  beg  your  Lordships  to  recoUeot, 
fuid  I  hope  the  public  will  reeol- 
leot,  that  you  are  dealing  with  foroes 
and  motives  which  are  out  of  sight, 
and  YOU  may  touch,  by  stupid  and 
foolish  legislation,  the  whole  springs  of 
the  agriouhoral  indurtry  of  this 
country. 

ThtDukdo/ArgffU 


Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  from 
the  undue  haste  with  which  this  mea- 
sure has  been  brought  forward,  I  havo 
had  no  op>portnnity  of  putting  on  tho 
Paper  my  inten.tion  to  move  tosA  it  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months, 
I  am  satisfied,  from  long  acquaintance 
with  elaborate  measures  of  this  kind, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  any  Opposition 
that  wishes  to  maintain  any  amend- 
ment to  do  so ;  and,  therefore,  my  only 
course  is  to  move  the  postponement  of 
the  measure.  My  Lords,  it  is  quite 
contrary  to  the  policy  which  so  long 
has  pravsiled  in  Ireland.  In  1836  I 
passed  through  a  great  part  of  the 
County  of  Cork,  earn.  I  was  told  thai 
smiJl  holdings  had  been  abolished,  that 
tenants  had  been  removed  from  the 
old  roof-tree,  and  that  in  the  end  they 
were  very  thankful  for  having  been  pre- 
vented from  becoming  smidl  holders. 
My  Lords,  in  Scotland  every  labourer 
has  a  good  garden  to  his  holding.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  beUeve  that  letting 
men  into  small  holdings,  without  in- 
creasing their  power  of  stocking  those 
holdings,  is  doing  them  any  service. 
We  find  that  our  labourers  are  ex* 
tremely  glad  of  a  little  garden ;  but  itx 
many  instances  they  would  rather  not 
be  either  tenants  or  proprietors.  My 
Lords,  I  happen  to  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  correspondence  with  Irishmen*, 
and  I  find  that  they  wish  very  much  to- 
improve  their  property ;  but  I  do  not 
find  that  everyone  wishes  to  have  ft 
larger  holding  than  he  now  possesses. 
In  the  crofter  l^slation  you  have 
made  the  holdings  larger,  and  I 
can  only  say,  "On  angulu$  tll4 
proximm  accedat  qui  nunc  denor* 
mat  agelluvi."  But  here  yon  are 
going  to  make  a  few  small  holdings  ; 
and  what  will  be  the  consequence? 
We  know  that  cattle  wiU  stray.  You 
must  have  fences  that  are  almost  enor- 
mous. If  any  one  knows  the  way  ia 
which  woodland  sheep  stray,  he  will 
not  wish  any  small  holder  to  be  near  hib 
place.  Large  proprietors  can  afford  t«^ 
Lose  part  of  their  stock;  bat  m  the 
case  of  poor  men  with  a  small  holding, 
if  a  foal  or  two  or  a  heifer  die,  bow  can- 
they  sustain  it  ?  My  Lords,  you  had 
better  let  those  who  have  large  posses- 
sions make  the  best  use  of  them  ;  and 
you  know  that  they  have  much  greater 
power  of  doing  good  than  those  who  are. 
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only  small  proprietors.  There  is  an 
expression  in  Ireland,  that  I  have  met 
with  in  one  of  the  books  which  I  have 
read,  of  **  a  half  sir  "  ;  and  yon  want  to 
make  a  great  many  "  half  sirs."  It  is 
a  mistake ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  you 
will  find  it  to  be  so ;  and  I  can  only 
hope  that  you  will  not  interfere  with 
the  property  of  possessors  of  land.  My 
&ther,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Merivale, 
said — 

"  Toa  oinnot  ftistnrb  the  krgeat  poBseMion 
of  any  owner  of  tend  without  endangering  the 
nN^tertj  of  the  smalleat.  .  ,  .  You  might 
uve  an  •grtiriui  row  erery  week  and  w«ey 
HMmtb.'' 

It  is  necessary  for  land  to  be  in  the 
same  hands.  That  fixity  of  tenure 
which  is  so  much  desired  proves  the 
desirability  of  that  system  being  carried 
out.  My  Lords,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  find  even  a  Teller  for  this 
Motion  of  mine ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  will  watch,  and  if  £  see  any  good 
Amendments  in  Committee,  I  will 
endeavour  on  Third  Beading  to  support 
them.  As  it  is,  I  feel  an  uncompro- 
mising dislike  to  this  experiment. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
now,")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
otion  ("  this  day  six  months.")— (T^ 
Imd  Denman,) 

•The  Eabl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  should  not  like  to  let  this  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  without  making 
a  few  observations  on  the  subject  in 
which,  like  the  noble  Duke  opposite.  I 
take  personally  great  interest.  My 
Lords,  like  my  noble  Friend  behind 
me,  I  regard  the  Bill  in  a  friendly 
spirit.  I  think  that  what  the  noble 
Duke  who  has  left  the  House  (the 
Duke  of  Argyll)  called  the  sentiment 
of  the  country,  which  I  should  call  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  in  favour 
of  some  measure  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject, is  a  sufficient  justification  for  us 
on  either  side  of  the  House  in  attempt- 
ing to  l^slate  on  the  subject.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  do 
not  expect  any  very  great  results  icom 
the  Bill,  and  my  reasons  are  very  much 
those  which  have  been  stat^  by  the 
noble  Duke,  not  somuchfrom  the  nature 
of  the  Bill — though  I  have  some  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  itself,  as  from  the 
nature  of  the  subject  and  the  difficul- 
ties which  surround  it.   First  of  all 


let  me  say  one  word  as  to  what  w» 
hear  so  much  of,  the  exodus  as  it  is 
termed  from  the  rursl  districts  to  tho 
towns.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  in  bis  ob- 
servations said  it  was  due  to  frea 
trade.  Now  my  Lords,  that  is  an 
opinion  which  I  do  not  share,  and  my 
reason  is  not  a  theoretical  one  con- 
nected with  any  economic  doctrine^ 
hot  the  simple  mai  that  you  find  this 
movement  going  on  in  other  countriea 
where  there  is  not  free  trade ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  protection.  Anyone  who 
has  followed  this  subject  carefully 
knows  that  there  is  practically  no 
civilised  country  where  this  movement 
from  the  country  to  the  towns  is  not 
now  going  on.  It  is  a  very  remarkablo 
thing  that  it  even  goes  on  in  the  United 
States  in  the  form  that  the  towns  in< 
crease  much  faster  than  the  country  ; 
it  goes  on  in  France  where  there  ara 
protective  duties,  and  where  the  tenure 
of  land  is  quite  different ;  and  I  could 
mention  other  countries  where  the 
same  thing  prevails.  I  do  not  think 
there  can  i>e  a  doubt  that  there  is  a 
general  tendmcy,  owing  to  a  variety  of 
causes  which  produces  this  exooas; 
and  I  should  say  that  the  greatest 
cause  of  all  is  the  facilities  of  locomo- 
tion. In  former  days  the  agricultural 
labourer  found  it  difficult  to  leave  his 
home ;  now  he  can  leave  his  home 
with  the  greatest  ease,  and  he  natu* 
rally  takes  his  labour  to  wherever  he- 
thinks  it  will  produce  the  largest  re- 
sult. I  do  not  say  that  so  far 
as  regards  oom-growing  counties  tbera 
is  no  migration  arising  from  the  low 
price  of  com  ;  it  is  possible  that  that 
may  have  some  effect  there ;  but  I  do 
say  that  it  is  a  general  cause  operating 
practically  in  almost  all  countries,  and 
cannot  have  arisen  simply  from  the 
economic  policy  of  free  trade  that  we 
have  adopted  here.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that  no  legislation  which  wa- 
can  possibly  pass  will  really,  on  a  large- 
scale,  counteract  this  tendency.  At 
the  same  time,  r^pretting  as  I  do  that 
there  is  going  on  a  diminution  of  our 
agricultural  population,  and  believing 
the  causes  to  be  so  powerful,  I  find  that  to- 
be  a  reason,  not  why  we  should  not 
attempt  legislation,  but  rather  aa 
additional  inducement  to  do  what  we- 
can  in  that  direction.  Then  with 
regard  to  the  creation  of  small  owners. 
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of  land,  which,  for  political  reasons  as 
well  as  economic  reasons,  I  believe  we 
«.ll  desire,  the  Bill  really  has  two 
objects  in  view  as  I  take  it.  One  is  to 
create  what  may  in  some  respects 
resemble  the  old  yeoman.  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Duke  opposite  that  the 
old  yeoman  was  rather  a  man  of  more 
Moxea  than  this  Bill  contemplates  ;  but 
the  Bill  contemplates  the  creation  of 
owners  of  land  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
acres,  and  this  would  mean  a  holding 
of  a  fair-fflized  prepay  in  one  sense. 
The  other  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
•enable  the  agricultural  labourer  to 
^et  small  holdings  properly  so  called 
of  four,  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  acres ; 
And  that  stands  on  a  different  foot- 
ing. As  regards  the  first  object,  I 
wholly  disbelieve  in  the  possibility  of  re- 
creating the  yeoman  in  any  form.  I  have 
ireqnently  had  opportunity  both  of  ad- 
dressing and  communicating  with  men 
ongRgedlai^elyasfarmerBiD  the  country, 
and  I  have  always  found  them  agree  in 
this :  that  if  you  look  at  the  matter 
simply  in  the  businesspoint  of  view — and 
more  and  more  people  do  look  at  these 
things  in  a  business  point  of  view — it 
does  not  answer  for  a  man  who  wishes 
to  make  a  profit  by  agriculture  to  own  his 
own  land.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  a  man 
has  a  moderate  capita),  to  sink  a  large 
portion  of  it  in  the  freehold  of  the  huid 
itself,  and  in  the  buildings  which  must 
be  put  up  upon  that  freehold,  oaimot 
iw  nearly  so  profitable  as  to  hire  the 
land  from  another  man  who  is  willing, 
being  a  kind  of  sleeping  partner,  to  own 
the  freehold  at  a  low  rate  of  interest 
and  provide  all  the  buildings.  It  is  far 
better  for  a  man  to  employ  the  whole  of 
his  capital  in  cultivating  his  land,  in 
obtaining  the  profits  that  a  man  expects 
when  he  is  engaged  in  any  business ; 
«nd  I  am  sure  the  noble  Duke  opposite 
will  agree  with  me  that  there  are 
oxtremely  few  farmers  in  this  country 
who  have  more  capital  than  they 
want  for  the  cultivation  of  their  land ; 
indeed,  there  are  extremely  few 
who  have  capital  enough  for  the 
purpose ;  and  to  say  to  these  men  : 
•"You  shall  go  and  spend  a  portion 
of  this  now  insufficient  capital  in 
buying  a  piece  of  land  "  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  to  tell  them  to  reverse  the  whole 
of  the  economic  principles  upon  which 
Imainess  isconducted.   For  that  reason 

The  Earl  of  Eimberley 
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I  say  I  do  not  believe  for  a  moment  in 

the  creation  of  large  holdings,  even  of 
fifty  acres,  to  any  appreciable  extent ; 
but  I  think  it  is  possible  that  we 
may  create  advantageously  a  certain 
number  of  really  small  holdings ;  and 
that  I  think  will  depend  very  much 
upon  circumstances  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
generalise  from  a  knowled^  of  one 
part  of  the  country  only  with  regard 
to  any  other  part.  In  counties  that 
are  corn -growing,  such  as  I  live 
in,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  to  any 
extent  people  could  make  a  living 
on  small  holdings  of  ten  or  fifteen 
acres.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
counties  where  dairying  is  profitably 
carried  on,  I  think  it  would  be  possible, 
and  still  more  in  parts  of  the 
country  where  market  gardens  can 
be  increased  with  advantage.  No 
doubt  it  is  a  small  part  of  the 
country.  Sir  John  Lawes,  in  that  in- 
teresting letter  which  the  noble  Duke 
has  quoted  from,  has  pointed  out  that 
there  are  some  parts  of  the  country 
where  the  growth  of  early  vegetables  is 
exceedingly  profitable ;  and  I  was  very 
much  struck  only  the  other  day,  in  some 
conversation  that  I  had  in  Cornwall, 
by  the  opinion  entertained  there  that 
considerable  portions  of  land  might  be 
advantageously  occupied  by  small 
holdings  for  the  purpose  of  growing  early 
ve^tables.  For  those  purposes  I  think 
the  Bill  would  be  very  desirable.  One 
word  with  r^^ard  to  compulsion.  The 
noble  Duke  who  last  addressed  us  laid 
down  some  admirable  general  principles 
upon  the  subject;  but  I  apprehend 
that,  when  we  are  dealing  with  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  it  is  as  well 
not  merely  to  confine  ourselves  to 
general  principles,  but  to  look  at  the 
matter  from  a  common-sense  point 
of  view,  to  look  at  the  matter 
as  it  presents  itself  to  n»,  with  a 
view  to  the  probabiUties  of  what  will 
take  place.  Now  I  cannot  imagine 
that  anyone  deliberately  bringing  in  a 
BiU  of  this  kind  should  not  foresee  that 
there  is  almost  a  certainty,  after  what 
has  been  done,  especially  with  regard 
to  the  Allotments  Act,  that  compuUion 
will  be  made  a  portion  of  this  legisla- 
tion. I  do  not  think  it  is  a  mere 
matter  of  electioneering  or  of  catching 
votes ;  but  the  moment  you  introduce 
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a  principle  of  this  kind,  it  will  be  found 
that  there  will  furise  hard  cases,  as  they 
"will  be  termed — examples  where  land 
cannot  be  procured  where  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Gonnty  Gooncil,  for 
instance,  that  it  ought  to  be  procured — 
and  pressure  will  be  put  upon  Parlia- 
ment and  upon  both  political  Parties — 
I  care  not  which — which  will  end,  I  be- 
lieve, in  compulsion  being  introduced.  I 
agree  with  the  noble  Duke  opposite  ;  I 
look  upon  it  as  certain  as  anything  can  be 
that  this  Bill  will  result  in  compulsory 
provisions.  I  admit  that  there  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  on  the  subject 
of  compulsory  proviuons,  and  that 
there  is  something  in  what  the  noble 
Bake  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)  said 
as  to  the  uncertainty  which  it 
will  introduce  with  regard  to  dealing 
with  land.  But  there  is  one  reason 
which  has  not  been  mentioned  why 
I  think  compulsion  will  be  found 
to  be  almost  unavoidable,  and  it  is  a 
good  practical  reason.  Many  of  those 
who  have  discussed  this  Bill  seem  to 
have  forgotten  that  there  are  not  only 
landlords  but  tenants,  and  it  will  be 
found  almost  certaiu  that  the  principal 
opposition  to  the  working  of  this 
BiU  will  come  from  the  tenants  and 
not  from  the  landlords.  I  put  it  to 
any  one  of  your  Lordships  whether 
he  would  consider  himself  justified,  as 
an  honest  man,  in  evicting  a  tenant  who 
paid  his  rent  regularly  and  made  a 
hving,  because  that  tenant  would  not 
consent  to  give  up  &  portion  of  the 
land  for  the  pnrpcfie  of  its  being 
sold  under  this  Bill.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  a  power 
of  compulsion  at  the  back,  the  landlord 
will  say  to  the  tenant:  "We  had 
better  make  the  best  arrangement  we 
can,  because,  otherwise,  we  shall  have 
compulsion  applied,  which  will  be 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is  better 
that  we  should  yield  in  a  way  that  is 
least  inconvenient  to  ourselves."  With 
regard  to  allotments,  I  know  it  has 
been  extremely  convenient  uid  advan- 
tageouB  to  be  able  to  say:  "  These 
allotments  are  by  Farliaoient  to  be 
given  to  the  labourers ;  we  cannot  put 
aside  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  we  must 
find  the  allotments."  Some  tenants 
are  willing,  but  others  are  extremely 
reluctant,  and  there  is  thus  often  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  land,  and  then,  as 


was  pointed  out  just  now,  it  is  no  use 
telling  a  man  that  he  can  get  land  in 
Sussex  when  he  is  in  Northampton- 
shire ;  land  must  be  got  close  to 
where  the  man  lives ;  and  for  that 
purpose  I  think  you  will  find  ulti- 
mately that  you  will  be  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  compulsion.  The 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)  made 
some  remarks  upon  the  suggestion  of 
my  noble  Friend  behind  me  (Earl 
Spencer)  that  the  Parish  Councils,  if 
there  were  any,  or  the  District 
Councils,  should  have  the  conduct  of 
this  measure.  I  think  the  noble  Duke 
a  little  misunderstood  my  noble  Friend. 
My  noble  Friend  did  not  say  that 
these  Parish  or  District  GounciU  were 
to  be  the  authority  to  conclude  the 
matter.  What  he  said,  and  I  agree 
with  him  in  the  suggestion,  was  that 
they  would  be  the  best  bodies  to 
initiate  the  matter,  and  to  bring 
it  before  a  body  like  the  County 
Council  to  decide  upon.  That  is  a 
a  very  different  thing.  I  agree  with 
my  noble  Friend  behind  me  that  the 
initiation  of  the  matter  would  come 
much  better  from  a  Local  Body,  itself 
well  acquainted  with  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  the  parish  or  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  those  who  wish 
to  obtain  a  small  holding.  There  is 
not  much  else  upon  which  I  desire  at 
this  stage  to  make  any  remark.  I  did 
not  quite  understand  what  the  noble 
Earl  intended  to  do  with  regard  to 
Clause  11,  which  deals  with  the  putting 
of  these  holdings  in  the  same  position 
as  personalty.  I  am  quite  in  favour  of 
the  principle  of  the  clause  as  it  stands ; 
but  I  did  not  ^uite  understand  the 
noble  Earl's  desire.  Perhaps  the  in- 
tention was  merely  to  amend  the  clause 
as  may  be .  found  desirable ;  and  I 
understood  him  to  say  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  the  clause,  it  was 
necessary  to  reject  it  entirely. 

Babl  CADOGAN:  What  I  stated 

was  that,  inasmuch  as  the  proviso  at 
any  rate  relates  to  the  provision  of  a 
tax,  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  this 
House  to  amend  the  clause ;  and,  if  it 
is  found  desirable  not  to  pass  the  clause 
in  its  present  wording,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  reject  the  clause  in  .order 
to  enable  a  fresh  clause  to  be  provided 
in  another  place  and  sent  back. 
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*Thg  Eabi,  of  KIMBEBLEY  :  Then 
I  did  tmderstand  the  noble  Earl  rightly ; 
he  entirely  adheres  to  the  clause,  bat 
he  thinks  that  there  are  some  Amend- 
ments that  may  be  necessary. 

EablGADOGAN:  I  think  I  pointed 
oat  at  the  same  time  yarious  objections 
which,  on  consideration,  we  entertain 
to  the  clause  as  it  now  stands. 

'^Thg  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLEY:  I 
understand  that  the  noble  Earl  did  not 
himself  intend  to  propose  to  reject  the 
olaase  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
it  entirely ;  bat  he  said  it  might  ba 
necessary,  in  order  to  make  amend- 
ments that  are  desirable  in  his  opinion, 
to  reject  it  because  we  could  not  amend 
it  here,  and  then  another  clause  might 
be  substituted  in  the  other  House  which 
might  meat  with  his  approval.  We 
ahaul  hear  from  the  noble  Earl  in  Com- 
mittee what  is  the  nature  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  clause,  which  I  suppose  do 
not  affect  the  principle  of  it.  I  can  only 
Bay  that  I  think  the  clause  itself  is 
desirable  and  I  shall  greatly  regret  to 
see  it  omitted  from  theBill.  My  Lords, 
with  regard  to  the  matter  generally  I 
will  only  add  this,  that  I  hope  my  prog- 
nostics may  fail  in  respect  to  the 
small  effect  of  the  Bill ;  I  have  no 
desire  to  see  the  Bill  fail ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  shall  be  -very  glad  to  see  it 
-sacceed ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think 
it  would  not  be  honest  or  right  to  con- 
ceal one's  opinion  that,  after  all,  no 
great  expectations  must  be  entertained 
from  the  working  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind ; 
but  in  the  passing  of  it  those  who,  like 
myself,  take  a  friendly  view  of  it,  do  so 
rather  from  the  point  of  view  of  it  as 
an  experiment,  and  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  do  something  towards  miproving 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  popu- 
lation and  somethii^  especially  towards 
giviiw  them  a  step  on  the  ladder; 
and  u  the  experiment  should  suooeed 
to  some  extent,  it  may  be  found 
possible  afterwards,  by  other  pro- 
visions, after  further  experience, 
to  extend  it  so  that  we  may 
add  to  the  number  of  holders  of  land, 
and  increase  the  contentment  of  the 
rural  population,  which  is  an  object,  I 
am  certain,  that  every  noble  Lord  in 
this  House,  wherever  he  mts,  must  have 
at  heart. 


The  Eabl  of  HABROWBY  :  I 

think,  my  Lords,  a  false  impressioQ 
might  be  given  with  regard  to  tnis  very 
important  Bill  if  it  were  observed  that 
the  only  independent  supporter  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  who  spoke  on  the  subject; 
was  the  noble  Duke  who  spoke  strongly 
against  the  measure.  I,  for  one,  should 
be  extremely  sorry  that  that  impression 
should  go  abroad.  This  is  a  subject 
that  I  have  studied  myself  iw  many 
years  in  connection  with  mv  own  pro- 
perty ;  and  I  must  say  that  I  think  the 
noble  Duke  rather  undervalued  the 
gravity  of  the  evil  with  which  we  have 
to  deal,  that  is  to  say  the  removal  of 
the  rural  population  horn  our  villages. 
It  is  not  so  much  the  movement  of  the 
elder  men  that  is  going  on  now ;  bnt» 
if  you  look  forward  a  few  yeaxs^ 
the  course  that  is  being  taken  by 
the  younger  people,  by  what  may 
be  called  almost  the  children  of 
the  present  day,  in  the  villages* 
is  what  alarms  one  with  r^axd 
to  the  future.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
observe,  if  you  study  the  question  at 
ail,  that  the  feeling  of  the  younger 
population  in  the  viUages  is  in  favour 
of  migration  away  from  the  villages. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  owing  so  much  to  a 
dislike  to  country  hfe  as  to  the  sore 
and  certain  effect  which  the  excellent 
education  they  now  receive  must  have 
upon  them.  They  think  more,  and 
look  forward  more,  than  their  fathers 
did  before  them ;  and,  although  many 
of  them  are  devoted  to  country  life» 
they  are  more  strongly  aware  than 
their  fathers  have  been  hitherto  that 
they  have  no  prospect  whatever  in  thty 
country  of  rising  in  what  may  be  called 
their  own  profession  ;  that  the  door  of 
advancement  is  shut ;  that  there  are 
very  few  small  holdings  which  they  can 
occupy ;  and  they  see  nothing  but 
going  on  plodding,  as  their  fathers  have 
done  before,  with  no  prospect  of  better- 
ing the  position  of  ^msmves  and  their 
families.  It  is  no  feeUng '  of  despair 
that  drives  them  away,  but  they  listen 
to  the  many  invitations  made  to  them 
on  all  sides.  Think  how  a  country  lad 
is  sought  for  for  every  kind  of  oocopa- 
tion ;  how  he  is  demanded  b^  the 
railways ;  how  he  is  sought  for  in  the 
best  workshops;  how  the  Army  and 
the  Police,  by  every  possible  indnee- 
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ment,  try  to  get  the  country  lad ;  how 
the  Navy  does  the  same  ;  how  for  our 
household,  our  stables,  for  our  positions 
of  trust,  wherever  we  want  nonesty, 
stru^tforwardness,  good  character, 
the  country  lad,  now  that  he  has  be- 
come an  educated  creature,  ia  largely 
in  demand.  I  fear,  therefore,  that  the 
dnun  on  the  country  villages  will  go  on 
at  a  terrific  pace  in  the  hiture  ;  and  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  noble  Duke, 
in  his  interesting  speech,  underrated 
the  perils  that  we  have  to  face.  It  is 
not  only  the  question  of  the  farmers 
having  no  labourers,  but  it  is  the  loss 
of  one  of  the  stout  and  stable  classes  of 
the  country,  who  have  done  as  much 
for  the  country  as  any  other  class  in 
the  past.  I  have  always  valued  the 
coontrv  labourer  imm«isely.  I  do  not 
think  him  the  dull,  degraded  creature 
that  some  modem  writers  put  hixa 
down  to  be.  He  has  played  nis  great 
and  noble  part  in  the  country.  Look 
at  your  flocks,  your  herds,  your  horses. 
Whose  are  the  hands  and  the  cunning 
spirit  that  have  attended  them,  but 
the  rural  labourer's?  And  as  your 
battles  have  been  fought,  so  your 
households  have  been  manned,  by  the 
laboorers,  by  that  respectable  class  of 
domestic  aerrant.  They  have  been  a 
steady,  a  reliable,  a  noble  class,  who 
have  played  their  part  well;  and  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  tremendous  loss 
to  England  if  we  had  our  villages  de- 
nuded of  that  class.  I  confess,  with 
some  regret,  that  I  cannot  say  I  expect 
very  enormous  results  from  this  Bill  in 
the  way  of  creating  a  large  occupying 
proprietary.  I  am  uraid  uiat,  so  far  as 
the  present  time  is  concerned,  there 
cannot  be  an  immediate  operation  of 
that  fort  of  the  Bill.  But  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  there  are  not  a  few 
— they  are  a  saving  race  now — who, 
when  they  know  that  there  is  a  possi- 
bility of  returning  to  their  native 
villages,  may,  after  years  of  labour 
elsewhere,  wish  to  return ;  and  they 
will  be  very  valuable  occupying  free- 
holders in  our  villages.  Supposing, 
after  all,  a  village  artizan  becomes  a 
freeholder,  is  not  that  again?  Or  sup- 
posing the  village  carpenter,  or  the 
village  blacksmith,  or  the  vilUwe  shop* 
keeper  became  a  freeholder,  I  should 
hold  that  it  would  be  a  disthict  gain 
to    the  whole  social   ooodition  of 


England.  Anything  which  opens 
the  door  of  hope  to  an  industrious 
man,  so  that  be  may  have  that  hold 
upon  the  soil,  must  elevate  him,  and 
tend  to  elevate  the  whole  class.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  expect  a  very  much  greater 
benefit  from  this  Bill  in  another 
quarter.  It  is  a  great  enunciation  of 
the  national  feeling  in  favour,  not  only 
of  small  freeholds,  but  of  small  hold- 
ings. I  hold  that  the  country  gentlemen 
of  England— and  your  Lordships  here 
are  some  of  the  largest  holders  of  land — 
have  an  enormous  opportunity  now  of 
furthering  this  great  natiouGd  policy 
which  has  been  declared.  You  have 
had  great  difficulties  in  carrying  out 
the  system  of  small  holdings.  The 
large  faxmex  has  been  against  it.  The 
land  agent  of  the  past  has  been  against 
it.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  costly  process.  But 
I  venture  to  hope  that  now  that  the 
national  policy  is  declared  by  this  Bill, 
which  I  trust  will  soon  be  an  Act,  your 
Lordships  will  be  enabled  to  embark, 
or  to  deal  more  largely  with  your  large 
estates,  upon  a  graduation  of  holdings, 
which  is  so  much  needed  in  every 
village.  What  has  been  the  despfur  m 
the  labourers  has  been  this: — Yon 
have  had  all  the  farms  consolidated  in 
the  villages — the  small  farms  swept  up 
into  lai^  ones ;  small  holdings  have 
disappetu^,  owing  to  economic  reasons, 
and  there  has  been  nothing  between 
the  labourer  and  the  large  farmer  ;  so 
that  the  labourer  has  had  no  chance  of 
getting  a  small  holding  himself.  But 
I  see,  myself,  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  do  more  for  the  graduation  of  hold- 
ings in  the  villages.  I  have  done  it 
myself  on  a  considerable  scale  in  the 
'last  few  years.  I  have  found  labourers 
who  had  saved  and  were  ready  to  take 
a  small  holding  varying  from  ten  acres 
to  forty  acres ;  and  I  have  found  those 
men  pay  their  rents  and  cultivate  their 
land  well.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  believe 
we  want  a  quantity  of  small  holdings 
in  each  village ;  but  I  am  confident 
that  what  we  do  want  is  a  graduation 
of  holdings ;  that  is  te  say,  we  want  a 
cottage  garden  ;  we  want  an  allotment ; 
we  want  a  small  holding,  a  grass  hold- 
ing of  five  acres ;  then  we  want  a  hold- 
ing of  ton  acres ;  and  then  perhaps  a 
small  farm  of  forty  acres,  uid  so  on. 
And  my  remarks  apply  principally  to 
grass  holdings,  and  not  to  arabbs  hold- 
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ings.  I  doubt  small  arable  holdings 
bringing  a  profit ;  except  under  very 
poculiar  circumstances  of  soil,  climate, 
or  market  I  do  not  believe  them  to  be 
profitable.  But  I  venture  to  hope  that 
in  tliis  way,  by  this  graduation  of  hold- 
ings, another  benefit,  which  has,  I 
tbiJik,  been  overlooked  may  accrue,  and 
tiliat  we  may  be  gradually  creating  a 
fresh  farming  class  to  fill  up  the  lapse 
owing  to  the  failures  that  the  farmers 
at  present  have  had.  I  look,  myself, 
with  the  greatest  hope,  to  a  vigorous 
farming  class  gradually  springing  up 
through  the  labourers  taking  these 
small  holdings,  and  advancing  by  their 
own  industry  to  become  owners.  In 
this  way  I  think  perhaps  this  Bill, 
which  has  such  a  noble  intention,  may 
do  a  great  work  in  a  direction  in  which 
its  authors  have  not  thought  of  its 
operating,  by  means  of  its  encouraging 
at  once  the  great  landowners  of  the 
country  in  a  graduation  of  small  hold- 
iivgs  in  the  future.  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
give  my  best  wishes  to  this  important 
measure ;  and  I  assure  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  many  of  their  sup- 
porters are  ardently  in  favour  at  any 
rate  of  trying  the  experiment  to  which 
the  great  necessities  of  the  time  have 
eTidently  led  them. 
fLoBDMONTAGU  of  BEAULIEU  : 
|||r  Lords,  I  am  emboldened  to  make 
oiew  remarks  in  consequence  of  what 
fell  from  the  noble  Duke  of  Argyll.  I 
heard  with great  regret  his  denunciation 
of  common  lands ;  and  as  I  come  from  a 
district  where  common  lands  are  the  real 
means  of  the  success  of  small  holdings 
on  a  most  important  scale,  I  feel  bound 
bo  state  that  there  is  no  part  of  the 
country  where  small  holdings  are  of 
more  value  than  in  the  New  Forest. 
There  has  been  lately  an  inquiry  of  an 
important  character  there ;  and  the 
Commissioner  stated  that  in  oonse- 
q^uence  of  small  holdings  and  common 
t'j^hts  there  was  less  poverty  in  the  New 
Forest  than  in  other  places,  and  that  it 
wfvs  extremely  small  indeed.  I  feel  it 
is  only  right  and  just  that  I  should 
notice  this  matter,  because  the  noble 
Ihike  went  further  to  say  that  the 
^itef acters  of  the  people  who  lived  on 
QOhiraons  were  not  of  a  very  excel- 
Uiat  kind.  Knowing,  as  I  do,  the 
^EDall  holders  in  the  New  Forest  well, 
X'leel  bound  to  state  that  the  noble 

The  Earl  of  Barrowby 


Duke's  criticisms  would  not  apply  to 
them.  A  more  respectable  class  of 
men  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
countiT.  In  fact  it  is  my  belief  that 
small  holdings,  apart  from  purely  grass 
land,  can  only  succeed  where  there  are 
common  rights  attached  to  them,  and 
that  the  secret  of  the  success  oi  small 
holdings  in  the  New  Forest  is  due 
practically  to  the  fact  that  the  holders, 
have  the  use  of  their  eommon  rights. 
I  will  not  intrude  upon  the  Hoase 
further;  but  after  the  remarks  made 
by  the  noble  Duke  I  feel  bound  to  say 
that  I  do  most  heartily  believe  that 
certainly,  as  regards  common  lands^ 
they  are  an  immense  additional  help 
to  small  holdu3g8,  and  play  a  great 
part  in  their  success. 

*The  Eabl  of  CAMPEBDOWN  : 
My  Lords,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
evening  I  only  propose  to  detain  your 
Lordships  for  a  sin^e  moment.  I  join 
with  their  Lordships  who  have  spoken 
on  this  side  of  the  House  in  saying  that 
this  Bill  is  an  experiment,  and  I  hope 
and  think  it  ought  to  succeed.  In  my 
belief  this  is  a  Bill  which  will  have 
much  more  effect  in  Scotland  than  it 
will  in  England.  I  think  in  England 
the  question  of  allotments  is  a  matter 
of  much  more  importance.  As  the 
noble  Lord  (Earl  Spencer)  said,  there 
are  very  few  working  men  in  England 
who  have  saved  enough  money  to  enable 
them  either  to  buy  or  to  hire  or  to 
cultivate  a  property  called  a  holding, 
but  a  great  many  of  them  are  very 
anxious  to  take  an  allotment.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  Scotland  my  experience 
is — and  I  think  probably  the  experience 
^of  other  Scottish  landlords  is  the  same — 
that  the  labourers  care  very  little  about 
allotments ;  indeed  a  great  many  of 
them  hardly  cultivate  the  gardens 
which  they  have.  But  they  do  oare  & 
great  deal  about  small  holdings ;  and 
the  size  of  holdings  which  they  are 
anxious  to  get  is  such  as  can  be 
tilled  with  one  pair  of  horses,  being 
between  fifty  and  seventy  acres  of  land ; 
and  I  believe  that  anything  which  tend& 
to  increase  the  number  of  holdings  of 
that  sort  is  certainly  likely  to  prove  a 
great  benefit  to  Scotland.  My  Lords, 
one  word  with  regard  to  compulsion.  I 
think  that  if  there  were  anything  of 
that  nature  it  would  infallibly  tend  to 
limit  the  desire  of  owners  to  create 
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holdings  of  that  description.  I  shotild 
greatly  regret,  at  all  events  for 
the  present,  to  see  anything  in 
the  nature  of  compulsion  inserted 
•  into  the  Bill.  And,  my  Lords,  I  only 
wish  to  make  one  further  remark, 
which  is  that  I  hope  that,  under  no 
circumstances  whatever  will  the 
district,  and  still  less  the  parish,  be 
accepted  as  the  area  which  is  to  decide 
on  wh&t  principle  such  holdings  are  to 
be  made.  If  you  allow  the  parish  to 
decide  a  matter  of  this  sort  you  may 
have,  in  one  county,  twenty  or  thirty 
different  principles  for  creating  small 
holdings.  My  Lords,  I  think  the  right 
area  has  been  selected  in  the  county, 
and  to  that  I  hope  the  Government  will 
firmly  adhere.  My  Lords,  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  to  the  constitution  of  this 
Committee  in  Clause  17  of  the  Bill. 
It  is  perhaps  a  matter  more  for  con- 
sideration in  Committee,  but  I  should 
like  to  direct  attention  to  it.  I  do  not 
know  wiiether  the  noble  Earl  is  aware 
of  it,  but  in  Clause  17  he  has  given  a 
majority  to  the  locality  in  deciding 
the  manner  in  which  the  holdings  are 
to  be  adapted,  managed,  sold,  and  so 
on.  He  will  see  that  there  is  to  be  one 
County  Councillor  who  represents  the 
locality ;  then  there  are  two  of  the 
allotment  managers  in  the  case  of 
England,  and  two  persons  in  the  case 
of  Scotland — that  is  in  Clause  26— who 
are  to  be  elected  ad  hoc.  Then,  besides 
those,  there  are  to  be  two  more,  and  two 
more  only,  on  the  Committee,  and  those 
two  are  to  represent  the  County  Council. 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  noble  Earl 
that  the  local  interest  will  be  a  majority 
upon  that  Committee,  because,  of 
course,  the  Councillor  who  is  elected 
by  a  particular  district  will  do  what 
his  neighbours  wish.  He  depends 
upon  them  for  his  election,  and  I  know 
it  is  our  experience  in  Scotland  at  the 
present  time  that  the  local  Councillor 
18  always  guided  by  the  wishes  of  those 
who  reside  in  his  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. Then,  if  besides  him.  there  are 
two  persons  who  are  also  taken  out  of 
the  same  parish,  and  those  are  three 
out  of  a  committee  of  five,  the  result 
will  be  that  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  you  will  have  these  questions 
decided  in  a  difiFerent  way.  My  Lords, 
I  only  wish  to  call  the  attrition  of 


the  noble  Earl  to  that,  because  I  think 
it  is  a  point  worthy  of  his  consideration. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived  ; 
BiU  read  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION. 
Beport  from  the  Select  Committeo 

(with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  146.) 

AKD 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL  [H-lJ 

Reported  from  the  said  Conrnuttee 
with  Amendments ;  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To- 
morrow ;  and  Standing  Order  No, 
XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order  to 
its  being  dispensed  with ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  149.) 

SHERIFF   COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  EX. 
TRACTS  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [H.L.] 

Amendment  reported  (according  to- 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To- 
morrow. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENUE 
BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

WEIGHTS    AND     MEASURES  (PUR- 
CHASE) BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

CLERGY  DI8CIFUNE  (IBfMORALITT> 
BILL  [H,L.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  Amendments. 

MARRIAGES  ABROAD  BILL  [H.L.] 

Returned  trom  the  Commons  agreed' 
to,  with  Amendments. 

EDUCATION    PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION   (LONDON)  BILL 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow  ;  and  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in 
order  to  its  being  dispensed  with. 
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BLECTRIC  UGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  4)  BILL  [H.L.] 
Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde  House  To-morrow ;  and  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in 
'Order  to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  6)  BILL  |;h.l.] 

Oommitted  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow ;  and  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  oonsidered  in 
■order  to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Ccnnmitted :  The  Committee  to  be 
|)i-qpoaed  by  the  Omunittee  Selection. 

PIER  AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
■committed :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  St^ection. 

GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  BILL. 
Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Read  3*  (according  to  <ffder),  and 


•CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1" ;  and  to  btf  read  2*  To-morrow. — {The 
JIarquess  of  Salisbwy.) 

PARLUMENTABT  DEPOSITS  AND 
BONDS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ; 
read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read 
2*  on  Thursday  next. — (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury.)    (No.  150.) 

ACCUMULATIONS  BILU 
Brought    from    the      Commons  ; 
read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read 
a*  To-morrow.— (T^ix>rd  OumceUor,) 
(No.  161.) 

ALKALI,  &c  WORKS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1*;  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  162.) 


ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  (Commons  ;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.— (The  Lord  Ker  \U. 
Lothian^)   (No.  153.) 

DRAINAGE  AND  IMPBOVEMBNT  OP 

LAND  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Brought   from  the  Commons ;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2* 
on  Friday  next. — (The  Lord  FriTy  Beal 
[S.  CJadpgan]).    (No.  164.) 

HIGH  COURT  OP  JUSTICIARY  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILU 

•  Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow.— (The  Lord  Ker  [Jf.  Lothiari\i. 
(No.  156.) 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  (Tommons;  read  I*; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow.—(The  Lord  Ker  \M.  LoikUin\. 
(No.  156.) 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1' ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  r^d  2*  on 
Thursday  next. — {The  Marquess  of  SttUs- 
hury.)   {No.  167.) 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (CONVERSION  OP 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  CJonmions ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next. — (The  Margtiess  of  ,Salis- 
hury.)   (No.  168.) 

POUCTE  RETURNS  BUiL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1*; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  159.) 

POST  OFFICE  ACT,  1681,  EXTENSION 

BILL. 

Brought  from  the  CJommons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  prints ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.— (TAe  Lord  £a//bur.) 
(No.  160.) 

TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  REMUNERA- 
TION) BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.— (J^  Marqwea  of  SaU^ 
hury.)   (No.  161.) 
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liOGAL  GOYBBNHENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVIBIONAL  ORDERS  (Mo.  2) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commona  ;  read  1*; 
,  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.   (No.  162.) 

IX>CAL  OUVERNMENT  ( IRELAND  ) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  8) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1' ; 
iio  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Ez- 
.aminers.    (No.  163.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commong ;  read  I'  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  tiie  Ex- 
aminers.   (Ko.  16i.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
.-to  be  printed ;  and  refrared  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.   (No.  166.) 

liOCAL  - GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (Na  12)  BILL, 
Brought  from  the  (Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.   (Ko.  166.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ( IRELAND ) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  9 ) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  (Commons  ;  read  I* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.   (No.  167.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1' ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Gx- 
sadaen.   (No.  168.) 

-COXiONUI.  STOCK  ACT  (1877)  AMENDMENT 
BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Cotonial  Stock  Aot, 
1877.  ^o  fir  M  TogpxdM  the  mode  of  tnuufer 
■ofS  iktoiriiiehthatAotappUes—WM  pie- 
Ban  by  iba  Lord  Enotsftwd ;  read  > ;  to 
ibe  rented ;  and  to  be  read  ^  To4namw. 
<No.l6eL} 

VOL.  V.  [fOUBTR  8BSIBS.] 


FISHEBY  BOABD  (BCOTLANd)  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  alter  the  ooDBtitation  of  the  Fidiery 
Board  (or  ScotUmd,  and  to  amend  the  law  in 
regard  to  Sea  Fisheries  in  Scotland — Was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Ker  (Jf.  Lothian); 
read  1*;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  8*  To- 
morrow. (No.  170.) 

Honse  adjonmed  at  twenty  minatea 
before  Eight  o'ekMk. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMON  d, 
Monday,  13th  June,  1892. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL— (&y  Orders 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That,  in  the  ease  of  the  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway  BUI,  Standing  Orders  84, 
214, 215,  afad  239  be  suspended,  and  that  tho 
Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration,  provided 
amended  prints  shall  have  been  merioudy 
deposited.''— <ifr.  CaidweU.) 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  In  regard  to  this  Bill,  I, 
on  behalf  of  the    London  County 

Council,  have  to  say  that  some  clauses 
which  I  understood  were  agreed  to 
have  been  accidentally  omitt^ ;  but  I 
am  assured  by  the  promoters  that  they 
will  be  considered  in  another  place, 
and,  accenting  this  assurance,  i  offer 
no  opposition  to  this  proposal. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
BiU  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr. 
Caldtoell.) 

(Queen's  Ck)nBent  signified)  BiU  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COVTHCIL  (HONEY) 
BILL. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  County 
Conncil  (Monmr)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84, 
214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
BiU  be  now  taken  into  consideration,  provided 
amended  prints  shall  have  been  preTiooahr 
deposited.MJM')-.  CaUweU.} 
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i    Sib  JOHN    LUBBOCK:   If  the 
objection  has  reference  to  the  notice  of 
a  new  clause  "  As  to  Sewage  of  West 
'  Ham,"  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.   Member  for  West  Ham  (Mr. 
Fulton),  I  think,  Sir,  you  will  rule  that 
it  is  not  in  Order ;  and  under  the  cir- 
,  oumstances,  and  at  this  period  of  the 
.  Session,  I  hope  the  Bill  will  now  be 
allowed  to  go  through. 

Mb.  SPEAEEB:  The  new  clause, 
of  which  notice  has  been  given,  is  quite 
irreleTant  to  the  Bill,  and  cumot  be 
moved. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Bill  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  [New  Title.] 

QUESTIONS, 


the  Continent. 


893 


DUNDALK  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
'  wtiether  the  Dundalk  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce have  suggested  the  suitability 
of  the  Red  Bams  range,  near  Dundalk, 
as  a  military  range  for  the  new  maga- 
zine rifle ;  and  whether,  considering 
the  convenient  situation  of  Dundalk, 
the  exceptional  railway  and  steamboat 
services,  and  easy  communication  with 
all  parts  of  the  country,  the  War  Office 
will  adopt  the  suggestion  ? 

•The  SECEETARY  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Homoastle) :  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
communication  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Dundalk  relative  to  the 
Red  Bams  rifle  range.  The  present 
Red  Bams  range  answers  very  satisfac- 
torily for  mihtary  purposes,  and  no 
necessity  is  felt  for  increasing  it.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  consider  any  re- 
presentations on  the  subject. 

IRISH  EDUCATION  ORANTS. 
Mb.  PATRICE  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.  (for  Mr.  Bi.a»e,  Armagh,  S.) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether.it 


has  been  the  usual  custom  to  give  one- 
third  of  the  grants  for  education  to  th» 
assistant  teachers ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
recommend  an  additional  ^raiit  (d 
£70,000  to  enable  the  Contmussioners 
of  National  Education  to  pursue  their 
usual  rule  of  distribution  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  : 
The  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion report  that  it  has  not  been  the 
custom  to  make  any  such  proportional 
distribution  of  the  grsmts  to  assistaat 
teachers  as  is  indicated  in  the  question. 

-     EKLISTMEKT  UNDER  AGE. 

Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  William 
O'Brien,  Cork  Co.,  N.E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Martin 
O'Donnell,  at  the  date  of  his  enlistment 
in  the  Connaught  Rangers  at  Galway, 
was  under  the  prescribed  age  for  re- 
cruits ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  this  young  lad  oi  seventeen 
years  of  age  is  the  only  support  of  a 
widowed  mother,  who  has  eight  other 
young  children,  he  will  order  O'Don- 
neU's  discharge? 

*Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  Martin 
O'Donnell  enlisted  last  February,  and 
gave  his  age  as  eighteen  years.  He  is 
five  feet  nine  inches  high,  weighs  one- 
hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  and 
has  a  chest  measurement  of  thirty-five 
inches.  An  application  for  his  dis- 
charge was  made,  but  as  he  was  well 
over  the  standard  measurement  the 
general  officer  commanding  in  Ire- 
land did  not  feel  justified  in  permitting- 
it ;  a  further  reason  was  alleged  that 
he  is  the  sole  support  of  his  mother^ 
and  on  this  subject  I  am  making  farther 
inquiry. 

IMHIGRATION  FROM  THE  CON- 
TINENT. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  continued  increase  of  the 
emi^ation  from  Continental  Europe  to 
the  united  Kingdom,  amounting  last 
month  to  22,295  persons,  an  addition 
of  8,868  over  the  same  month  in  1891,. 
of  whom  3,793,  or  1^15  more  than  last 
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year,  had  no  intention  of  endeavouring 
to  enter  the  United  States ;  and  if  he 
has  observed  that  while .  May,  1891, 
brought  only  166  aliens  to  Hull  and 
Grimsby,  674  landed  last  month  at 
these  pcniis  of  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  Yorkshire  and  Lancawire, 
notwithstanding  the  serious  depression 
and  lack  of  employment  for  the  home 
population  in  the  hardware  and  textile 
industries ;  and  if  he  is  now  able  to 
name  a  day  when  the  contemplated 
measure  on  the  subject  of  this  foreign 
invasion  will  be  introduced,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  unless  it  is 
dealt  with  in  this  Parliament  it  must 
continue  unchecked  throughout  the 
winter? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham.  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir.  The  figures  quoted  by  my  hon. 
and  gallabt  Friend  correctly  give  the 
pumber  of  immigrants  who  were 
actually  stated  to  be  en  route  to  America ; 
but  I  have  reason  to  think  that  many 
of  these  aliens  subsequently  leave  this 
oountr}'.  Of  the  674  aliens  who  landed 
at  Hull  and  Grimsby  in  May,  1892, 
186  were  seamen.  My  hon.  Friend 
will  find  that  the  increased  immigration 
for  the  whole  of  this  year  comes 
mainly  from  Gothenburg,  Christiania, 
and  other  ports,  and  not  hrom  Hambui^, 
which  is  the  port  whence  the  destitute 
aliens  are  likely  to  cpme.  Hambui^ 
has  this  year  sent  5,993  immigrants 
more  than  in  the  corresponding  period 
last  year — a  number  not  sufficient 
to  cause  alarm  or  to  constitute  a  case 
of  immediate  urgency.  I  am  not  able 
to  name  a  day  for  the  introduction  of 
the  measure  deaUng  with  this  subject. 

Mr.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) :  Have  any  steps  been 
taken  to  ascertain  how  many  of  these 
immigrants  were  the  descendants  of 
British  parents  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  No,  I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man speaks  of  those  who  aro  en  route 
for  America,  how  does  he  draw  the 
distinction?  Are  these  persons  re- 
quired to  show  their  through  tickets  ? 


Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  Yes,  that  is  so. 
Those  having  through  tickets  are 
described  as  being  en  route  for  America, 
and  others  not  having  throygh  tickets 
leave  for  destinations  unknown. 

VOLUNTEEB  INSPECTIONS  AND  THE 

GENERAL  ELECTION. 
Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT:  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  Volunteer  Corps  whose 
inspection  have  been  ordered  for  the 
period  between  the  receipt  of  the  writ 
and  the  election  in  a  constituency  may 
be  allowed  to  parade,  having  r^fard  to 
the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  post- 
ponement, provided  that  such  date  is 
not  the  day  of  the  poll,  and  particularly 
if  musketry  practice  may  be  allowed  to 
continue  ? 

•Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  The  existing 
regulation — Article  377  of  the  Volunteer 
Regulations — is  intended  to  prevent 
commanding  officers  from  assembling 
their  r^ments  during  the  period 
between  the  receipt  of  the  writ  and  the 
election.  But  if  an  inspection  or  a 
camp  is  arranged  with  the  authority  of 
the  War  Office,  the  fact  that  it  falls 
within  the  period  indicated  will  not 
bring  it  within  the  regulation. 

VOLUNTEER  REGIMENTS. 
Mr.  NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  U  any  record  is  kept  by 
the  conunanding  officers  of  Volunteer 
regiments  as  to  the  usual  occupation  of 
men  joining ;  and  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  officers  deficient  of  the 
proper  complement  in  the  entire  force, 
and  if  any  means  are  being  taken  to 
supply  such  deficiency  ? 

•Mb.  B.  stanhope  :  The  muster- 
roll  book  of  a  Volunteer  corps  contains 
a  column  in  which  the  occupation  of  a 
Volunteer  at  the  time  of  joining  is 
shown.  There  are  at  present  1,579 
officers  deficient  in  the  Volunteer  Force ; 
and  I  have  already  stated  by  what 
means  it  is  hoped  to  make  the  Bervica 
more  attractive. 

LOCH  SWEEN  FOBBSHORES. 
Mr.  CALDWELL   (Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether  Her  Majestv'a  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  f^orests  have 
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recently  sold  or  leased  the  foreshores, 
or  any  portion  of  the  foreshores,  of  Loch 
Sweoi ;  if  ao,  to  whom  and  on  what 
terms ;  and  if  the  Commissioners  have 
had  regard  to  the  undertaking  of  the 
Government  that  sales  of  such  Crown 
rights  would  not  be  made  ? 

*Thk  PEESIDBNT  of  the  BOARD 

OP  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  (who  replied) :  No  sale  or 
lease  of  any  portion  of  the  foreshores  of 
Loch  Sween  has  been  recently  made. 
In  June,  1891,  the  Board  of  Trade 
granted  to  Colonel  Malcolm,  M.P.,and 
Major  Campbell,  the  undertakers  of  an 
oyster  fishery  in  Loch  Sween,  estab- 
lished a  Provisional  Order  confirmed 
by  Pariiament  in  Mav,  1891,  a  lease  of 
the  Crown  rights  in  the  soil  comprised 
in  the  fishery — about  four  thousand 
acres — below  water  mark.  The  lease 
will  be  vaUd  during  the  time  the  Order 
is  in  force,  but  not  longer  than  for  sixty 
years ;  and  the  annual  rent  is  for  the 
first  three  years  £3,  for  the  next  six 
years  £7,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  £12.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  under- 
taking to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  but  the  Fishery  Order  established 
1^  Parliament  could  not  be  efficiently 
woriced  without  fall  possession  of,  and 
control  over,  the  soil  of  the  area  of  the 
fishery. 

MEDICAL   OFFICERS   IN  INDIAK 
NATIVE  REOIMENTB. 

Sib  GUYEB  HUNTER  (Hackney, 
Central) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Under  Se'- 
cretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
rank  of  medical  officers,  mentioned  in 
Article  267a  of  the  recent  Boyal 
Warrant,  as  oarryin|;  '*  precedence  and 
other  advantages  indicated  by  the 
military  portion  of  the  title,"  has  been 
infringed  by  a  recent  ruling  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Bombay 
Array,  relative  to  the  position,  at  mess, 
of  medical  officers  oi^anically  belonging 
to  native  regiments  in  India,  in  which 
H  is  declared  that  the  senior  combatant 
officer  present  takes  military  precedence 
on  all  occasions ;  and,  if  such  ruling  be 
Talid,  what  is  the  precise  nature  and 
scope  of  the  "piecedence  "  set  forth  in 
the  Article  quoted  of  the  Royal 
Warrant? 

Mr.  CaldmU 


The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  not  seen  the  ruling  referred 
to;  but  such  roling  woldd  be  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  66,  Section 
7,  of  the  Queen's  R^^Uttions  for  the 
Army.  The  latter  part  of  the  question 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War. 

NAVAL  OFFICERS  AND  FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES. 

Mr.  NORRIS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Adminlty  what  in- 
ducements, if  any,  are  held  oat  to  the 
junior  officers  of  the  Navy  to  acquire 
foreign  languages,  and  if  periodical 
examinations  are  held ;  and  if  he  is 
aware  that  French  officers  who  visited 
England  last  year  expressed  surprise 
at  the  deficiency  in  this  respect  of  the 
English  naval  officers  ? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  George  HAWLTONf 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  Admiralty 
attach  great  importance  to  the  know- 
ledge of  French  and  other  foreign 
languages,  and  have  in  the  last  few 
years  done  much  to  encourage  its 
acquisition  by  naval  officers.  In  the 
competitive  entrance  examination  for 
the  training  ship  *'  Britannia,'*  250 
marks  are  allotted  to  French  out  of  the 
total  1,150  marks  allowed  for  the  com- 
pulsory subjects.  A  naval  cadet  re- 
ceives instruction  in  French  throughout 
the  four  terms  of  his  course  in  the 
"  Britannia,"  and  twice  a  year  prizes 
are  awarded  for  proficiency  in  that 
language.  Every  year  junior  officers 
afloat  are  examined  in  French  and 
other  subjects,  at  which  certain  prizes 
are  offered  for  special  attaiaments  in 
foreign  languages.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  secure  the  services  of 
French  teachers  for  the  junior  officers 
of  certain  large  ships,  when  lying  for 
considerable  periods  in  certain  foreign 
ports,  and  also  those  naval  officers  who 
are  inteipreters  receive  remuneration 
for  teaching  junior  officers.  In  addition 
various  inducements  are  offered  to 
naval  officers  to  qualify  themselves  in 
foreign  languages,  after  they  oease  to 
be  junior  officers,  sach  as  extra  pay  as 
interpreters  and  qoportunities  oi  rtady- 
ing  on  full  pay  abroad. 
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BELFAST  POSTAL  STAFF. 

Mb.  SQXTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
PoBtmaster  General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  surveyor  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Ireland  refused  to 
forward  a  Petition  from  the  postal  staff 
of  the  Belfast  office  because  the  Peti- 
tion was  a  printed  one ;  whether  there 
is  any  rule  which  directs  that  Petitions 
should  be  in  mannsoript ;  and  whether 
any  English  surveyor  has  refused  to 
forward  a  similar  Petition  on  the  same 
ground? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fbrousson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  am  informed  that  the  sur- 
veyor refused  to  forward  a  Petition  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  a  printed  one  ; 
but  on  being  again  asked  to  forward  it 
he  referred  to  DubUn  and  was  told  he 
might  do  so.  There  is  no  rule  in  the 
Post  Office  prescribing  that  petitions 
ghonld  be  in  manusoript,  though  there 
might  be  some  reason  in  one.  No 
English  surveyor,  so  far  as  is  known, 
has  refused  a  Petition  on  the  same 
ground. 

CIVIL  SBRYICE  WRITERS. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  commencing  salaries 
of  Civil  Service  writers,  who  have  been 
recently  promoted  to  abstractorships, 
assistant  clerkships,  &c..  were  calculated 
upon  their  average  earnings  for  the 
previous  twelve  months  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  direct  that  all  Civil 
Service  writers  who  have  been  pro- 
moted to  similar  appointments  within 
the  past  year  be  granted  the  same 
terms? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst.  Chatham) : 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  commencing 
salaries  of  copyists  appointed  to  ab- 
Btractorships  and  similar  places  have 
been  calculated  on  their  average  earn- 
ings for  the  previous  twelve  months. 
The  pay  of  these  posts  is  fixed  in  each 
oase  upon  consideration  of  the  oircum- 
stanoeB,  and  I  see  no  reason  for  Utying 
down  any  general  rule  in  the  matter. 


SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPARTMENT 
REGULATIONS. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the .  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
although  the  Regulation  10  (d)  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Directory  states  that — 

GnduAtM  of  my  UDivorsity  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  whose  dcoraes  eorer  the  subjeoto 

they  propose  to  teach," 

are  qualified  to  earn  payments  on  the 
results  of  science  instruction,  Masters 
of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen  are 
not  recognised  by  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  as  qualified  to  earn  pay- 
ments on  ^e  results  of  their  teaching 
of  science  Subject  23  (Physiography), 
although  the  examination  for  the  de- 
gree covers  natural  philosophy,  includ- 
ing statics,  dynamics,  hydrostatics* 
pneumatics,  theory  Of  heat,  electricity, 
magnetism,  and  acoustics ;  natural 
history,  including  zoology  in  all  its 
branches ;  geology,  including  physical 
geography  so  far  as  bearing  on  geography 
proper,  physical  dynamical  geoI(^, 
and  historical  geology,  comprising  an 
account  of  the  characters,  divisions, 
and  succession  of  the  geological  forma- 
tions of  Great  Britain,  &o.;  whether 
he  can  state  tAa  reason  why  tretined 
teachers  who  have  successfully  passed 
examination  in  those  subjects  are  not  re- 
cognised by  the  Department  as  qualified 
to  teach  the  elementary  stage  of  physio- 
graphy in  rural  schools ;  why  exception 
is  made  in  the  case  of  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity ;  and,  whether  he  will  cause 
the  disqualification  to  be  removed  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Haet  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  The  Department  cannot 
consider  a  graduate  oi  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity qualified  to  earn  payment  on 
results  in  physiography  without  further 
examination,  because,  according  to  the 
calendar  of  that  University,  chemistry, 
magnetism,  electricity,  and  physical 
astronomy  are  not  included  in  the 
junior  class,  which  is  the  only  one  im- 
perative for  the  degree.  A  qualification 
is  never  given  to  teach  the  elementary 
stage  alone,  and  it  would  be  undesirable 
to  m>  so  for  obvious  reasons.  There  is 
no  special  exception  in  the  case  of 
Aberdeen  University.  The  degrees  of 
several  othor  Universities^  not  oorair 
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the  sabject,  and  are  open  to  like  dis- 
advantage. 

PATEaJT  PBEa 
Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  promised  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  reduction  of  patent  fees  in  the 
cases  of  persons  who  have  already 
applied  for  and  obtained  patents  has 
yet  resulted  in  any  decision  ? 

The  CHANCELLOB  op  the 
EXCHEQUEE  (Mr.  Goschbn,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Sqnure) :  In  the 
cases  of  persons  who  have  already  ap- 
plied for  and  obtained  patents  the 
payments  will  be  reduced  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  scale  as  soon  as  It 
comes  into  operation. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  new  scale  will 
come  into  <^>eration  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  cannot  give  the 
exact  date.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  ask  me  to-morrow. 

8BIZURE   FOR  COUNTY  CES8, 
CARRlCKMACROSa 

Mk.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  cow  of  a  labourer 
named  Michael  Traynor,  of  Creerylake, 
near  Carrickmacross,  County  Mona- 
ghan,  was  seized  on  the  4th  instant  by 
a  bailiff  named  Henry  Stubs  when 
trespassing  on  an  evicted  farm  on  the 
Shirely  Estate  and  impounded,  and 
that  Stubs  detained  the  animai  for 
three  days,  and  charged  the  owner  £3 
before  releasing  it ;  and  what  was  the 
chaz^  of  £3  for,  and  was  it  a  legal 
charge  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  official 
cognizance  of  the  subject  matter  of 
this  question,  but  I  understand  the 
seizure  referred  to  was  made  by  a 
sheriffs  bailiff  in  respect  of  a  sum  of 
£3  due  for  county  cess,  luid  that  on  the 
payment  of  this  sum  by  Traynor  the 
animal  was  released. 

ACCIDENTS  IN    BELFAST  WEAVING 
FACTORIES. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  it  has  been  brought  to  his 

Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke 


knowledge  that,  on  the  5th  February 
last,  Catherine  O'Toole,  a  weaver;  had 
one  of  her  eyes  destroyed  by  a  blow 
from  the  shuttle  of  a  loom  beside  where 
she  was  working  in  the  weaving  factory  . 
of  the  Belfast  Elax  Spinning  and 
Weaving  Commny  (Limited),  Water- 
ford  Street,  Belfast ;  that  another 
weaver,  named  Lizzie  Boyd,  bad  one 
of  her  eyes  dratroyed  in  the  same  wav 
in  the  weaving  factory  of  the  York 
Street  Spinning  Company  (Limited), 
BeUast,  on  the  3rd  May  ;  were  those 
injuries  caused  by  the  neglect  of  the 
employers  or  their  superintendents  to 
have  suitable  screens  erected  at  each 
end  of  the  loom  so  as  to  prevent  the 
shuttle  flying  out  in  case  of  accident ; 
and  whetner  the  Government,  having 
regard  to  the  frequency  of  such  acci- 
dents, will  cause  Uy  be  appointed,  as 
Inspector  of  Factories  in  Bel&st,  a 
tenter  or  other  person  reo(numended 
by  the  Belfast  Trades  Comicil,  and 
having  practical  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  saoh  looms? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir,  I 
have  received  a  Report  from  the  In- 
spector as  to  both  these  accidents.  I 
am  informed  by  him  that  in  each  case 
the  loom  was  protected  by  a  guard.  As 
to  the  cause  of  the  accidents  I  ought  not 
to  express  an  opinion,  as  I  understand 
that  proceedings  are  pending  under  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act.  With  regard 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  question, 
I  may  say  that  the  Inspector  in  whose 
district  these  accidents  occurred  had, 
prior  to  his  appointment,  prEictioal 
knowledge  as  a  weaver  from  early  life, 
and  is  fully  acquainted  with  looms  and 
weaving  machinery. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Having  regard  to 
the  great  importance  of  this  question 
to  trade  in  Belfast,  may  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  appointment  of  an  Assistant 
Inspector  there,  recommended  by  the 
Trades  Council ;  and  I  may  mention 
that  the  Council  entertain  a  strong 
opinion  on  this  subject  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  had  no 
complaint  of  inefficient  inspection,  and 
I  may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
in  regard  to  the  shuttles  no  sufficient 
guard  has  yet  been  discovered. 
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INDIAN  EXHIBITS  AT  THE  CHICAGO 
EXHIBITIOM. 

Major  General  GOLDSWORTHY 
«( Hammersmith) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
TJnder  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
'whether  India  is  to  be  represented  at 
the  Chicago  Exhibition ;  and,  if  so, 
wheUier  the  Government  of  India  pro- 
poses to  rave  a  grant  in  aid  ? 

Mb.  CUBZON  :  After  very  catefol 
•consideration  the  Government  of  India 
ihave  <some  to  the  conclusion,  in  which 
they  have  the  support  of  all  the  Indian 
•Chambers  of  Commerce,  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  India  should  be  officially 
orepresented  at  Chicago,  either  directly 
■or  through  the  British  Commission ;  or 
that  any  grant  in  aid  should  be  made. 
The  Government  is,  however,  support- 
ing the  Calcutta  Tea  Association  in  the 
•establishment  of  an  Indian  section  at 
ithe  Exhibition. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS. 

Babon  DIMSDALE  (Herts., 
Hitohin)  (on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ken- 
yon,  Denbigh,  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
<yhanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
«ince  1890  the  agricultural  statistics 
have  been  furnished  by  the  officers  of 
Excise  without  extra  remuneration ; 
:and  whether  it  is  contemplated  to 
remove  the  work  to  another  Depart- 
ment, or  to  vote  an  extra  sum  to  the 
Excise  Department  for  the  perform- 
■ance  of  these  duties  ? 

Mk.  GOSCHEM  :  In  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question, 
I  beg  to  refer  him  to  several  answers 
which  I  have  recently  given  on  the  sub- 
ject. No  change  in  the  system  is  at 
present  in  contemplation. 

AUSTRALIAN  MAILS. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  the  exact  date  and  hour  of  the 
4irrival  of  the  Orient  steamship  "  Oro- 
tava^at  Naples  last  week,  at  what 
hour  the  mails  left  Naples  for  London, 
■and  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  their 
■arrival  here ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
this  steamship,  the  "  Orotava,"  arrived 
at  Plymouth  from  Adelaide  on  Tuesday 
last,  the  7th  instant,  one  day  before 
the  Australian  mails  were  due  overland 
from  Naples;  and  whether  he  has 
inquired  what  SQm  of   money  the 


Peninsular  and  Oriental  and  Orient 
Companies  would  require  to  bring  the 
Australian  mails  all  the  way  by  sea 
under  the  present  contract  time  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
"Orotava"  reached  Naples  on  the' 
Istt  being  four  days  in  advance  (rf 
oontraot  time ;  the  mails  were  for- 
warded by  the  first  train  and  reached 
London  at  6  p.m.  on  the  4th,  having 
been  delayed,  as  reported,  by  the  heat- 
ing of  an  axle  of  the  train  in  Italy.  ■ 
The  "  Orotava  "  reached  Plymouth  on 
the  7th.  I  have  not  inquired  for  what 
additional  payment  the  companies 
would  accelerate  their  contract  service 
by  three  or  four  days  and  continue  it  to 
an  En^^ish  port.  It  would  doubtless 
be  heavy. 

INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

Mb.  CRILLY  (Mayo.  N.)  (for  Sir 
Thouas  Esmonde,  Dublin  Co.,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  an  official  reply  will  be 
sent  to  the  Petition  of  the  Supervisors, 
Officers,  and  Assistants  of  Inland 
Revenue,  forwarded  to  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  for  transmission  to  the 
Treasury  on  27th  May,  1891? 
*Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  In  reply  to  this 
question  I  can  only  refer  to  the  answer 
given  on  the  3rd  infant. 

AUXILIARY  POSTMEN. 

Mb.  CRILLY    (for    Sir  Thomas 
Esmonds)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master  General  if  the  Memorial,  for- 
warded   in   February   last   by  the 
auxiliary  postmen,  has  reached  his 
bands ;  and,  if  so,  when  a  reply  to  it 
may  be  expected;  and  if  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  auxiliary  postmen  have  not 
participated  in  the  benefits  granted  re- ' 
cently  to  the  established  postmen ;  that 
they  have  to  work  as  hard  as  the 
established  postmen,  while  they  are 
paid  far  less ;  that  no  allowance  is ' 
made  to  them  for  stripes,  or  for  boots, 
or  sickness,  or  medical  attendance ; ' 
that  they  axe  given  no  annual  leave, 
or  extra  pay  for  work  on  Sundays  and 
bank  holidays ;  and  that  no  pension  is 
given  to  them,  no  matter  how  long  they . 
may  serve  ? 

Snt  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
Memorial  referred  to  has  been  received. 
Extenrave  inquiries,  however,  had  been ' 
already  commenced  and  (u^  still  being ' 
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made  respeoting  tiie  rates  <d  payment 
for  aaxiuary  duties  throo^ioat  the 
country,  and  until  these  are  com- 
pleted it  will  not  be  practicable  to 
send  a  reply.  The  benefits  mentioned 
as  having  been  recently  granted  were 
specially  authorised  for  the  regular 
established  postmen,  who  perform  the 
full  duties  and  give  their  whole  time  to 
the  service.  Auxiliary  postmen  per- 
form shorter  duties,  and  do  not  give 
their  whole  time  to  the  service ;  indeed, 
it  is  a  condition  of  employment  that  an 
aaxiliai^  postman  should  have  another 
occupation  as  well.  It  is  not  the  faet, 
therefore,  that  they  work  as  hard  as 
the  established  postmen,  but  the 
reverse.  When  qualified,  however, 
they  usually  succeed  to  vacancies  in 
the  establishment  in  their  turn. 

INDIAN  0FFICUL8  AND  THE 

NATIONAL  CONGRBSB. 
Mb.  SUMMEBS  (Huddersfield)  :  I 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 

for  India  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  letter  in  the  Pall  Mail 
Gazette  of  10th  June,  from  Mr.  W.  S. 
Gaine,  stating  that  Mr.  Oudh  Behari 
Lai,  of  Allahabad,  who  had  been 
nominated  for  a  Government  appoint- 
qient  in  the  North-West  Provinces, 
was  refused  the  appointment  by  the 
chief  of  the  department,  because  he  had 
publicly  advocated  the  views  of  the 
Indian  National  Congress,  and  was  the 
honorary  secretary  of  the  Allahabad 
branch  of  the  Anglo-Indian  Temperance 
Association  ;  and  whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  of  India  to 
disquEhlify  for  Government  service  those 
Indians  who  identify  themselves  with 
the  Congress  and  Temperance  move- 
ments? 

Mb.  CUBZON:  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  seen  Mr.  Caine's  letter,  but 
has  no  further  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  such  intention  as 
that  spoken  of  in  paragraph  2,  so  long 
as  am>1ioants  for  official  employment, 
whether  natives  or  Europeans,  do  not 
identify  themselves  with  movements  of 
the  nature  of  those  mentioned  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  official 
duties. 

Mr.  SUMMEBS ;  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  make  inquiry  into  the  case 
mentioned  in  the  letter  ? 

§ir  Jame$  Fergusson 


.  Mb.  CUBZON:  The  question  and 
my  answer  to  it  will  be  sent  oat  to 
India,  and  attention  will  thus  be  drawn 

to  it. 

MOUNTJOY  PRISON  ENCLOSURE. 

Mb.  FATBICE  O'BBIBN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  street  of  cottages  situated 
outside  of  Motmtjoy  Prison  and  ten- 
anted by  the  officers  of  that  establish- 
ment  is  enclosed  at  either  end  by 
massive  iron  gates,  that  these  gates  are 
looked  by  the  Governor's  orders  every 
night  at  10.30,  and  the  gas  in  street  and 
houses  shut  off,  and  that  any  officers 
or  members  of  their  famiues  who 
happen  to  be  out  after  that  hour  are 
excluded  from  their  homes  for  the 
night ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this, 
rule  is  regarded  as  a  great  hardship  by 
the  officers  who  are  on  duty  within  the 
prison  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and  are 
then  practically  imprisoned  in  their 
own  nomes  under  this  rule  for 
the  remainder  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours;  and  if  h&  will  consider 
whether  these  restrictions  might  be 
abolished  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  street  of 
cottages  occupied  by  Mountjoy  Prison 
officers,  and  which  is  part  of  the  prison 
premises,  is  not,  as  the  hon.  Member 
seems  to  suppose,  inclosed  by  massive 
iron  gates,  but  is  semrated  from  the 
public  street  by  a  low  light-barred  gate» 
and  has  a  low  wooden  gate  adjoining 
the  prison.  These  gates  are  locked  at 
10.30  at  night  for  the  safety  of  the 
premises,  and  the  gas,  except  when 
specially  permitted  to  remain,  is  turned 
off  after  that  hour.  No  one  need  be 
excluded  from  his  home  for  the  night*, 
as  a  key  remains  vnth  the  occupant  of 
the  cottage  adjoining  the  gate  lor  the- 
use  of  the  residents  after  10.30  o'ckxsk 
if  required. 

Mb.  O'BBIEN:  Will  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  say  what  ts  the  object 
of  closing  the  gatw  if  they  are  opMied- 
when  required?  The  premises  we 
outside  the  prison  walls.  Why  not  let 
the  people  go  in  and  out  as  they  like  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  As  a  matter  of 
safety.  I  suppose.  I  knon:  nO'  other 
reason. 
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Mb.  O'BRIEN:  Safety  for  whom? 
Mb.  JACKSON :  For  the  occupiers. 
Mb.  O'BBIEN  :  They  can  take  care 
of  themselTea. 

BIRMINGHAM  CANAL  RATES  AND 

TOLLS. 

Mb.  RICHARD  CHAMBERLAIN 

SBlington,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
tnt  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  with  the  deter- 
mination of  the  schedule  of  maximum 
rates  and  charges  of  the  Birmingham 
Canal ;  and  whether  the  sohednJ^  can 
be  dealt  with  by  Parliament  next  year? 

Mb.  SMITH-BARRY  (Hunts.  S.) 
had  notice  of  the  following  onaestioa  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  legislation  in  regard  to 
the  rates  and  tolls  of  Canal  Companies 
is  so  far  advanced  that  it  is  likely  to  be 
brought  before  Parliament  in  uiis  or 
the  next  Session  ? 

*SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  : 
Perha|»  the  hon.  Member  for  Hunting- 
don will  allow  me  to  answer  hia  ques- 
tion at  the  same  time.  Although  much 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  in- 
quiry- into  the  schedules  of  rates  and 
tolls  of  the  six  principal  Canal  Com- 
panies, including  the  Birmingham 
Canal,  it  will  not  be  possible  that  the 
inquiry'  can  be  so  advanced  as  to  enable 
a  Report  to  be  presented  within  the  pro- 
bable length  of  the  present  Session. 
Under  these  circumstances,  as  the  law 
stands,  it  is  doubtful  whether  legisla- 
tion could  be  introduced  next  Session, 
but,  looking  to  the  advance  which  has 
been  made  m  the  knowledge  of  rates,  I 
think  the  Board  of  Trade  should  now 
be  empowered  to  introduce  a  Provisional 
Order  at  any  time  after  they  have  pre- 
sented a  Report  to  Parliament,  and  I 
propose  to  introduce  a  short  Bill  of  one 
clause  to  ^ve  effect  to  this  suggestion. 
Should  this  Bill  become  law,  Provisional 
Orders  could  probably  be  introduced 
next  year. 

HIGHLAND   RAILWAY  EXTENSIONS. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  Highland  Railway 
Company  have  offered  to  construct, 
work,  and  maintain  a  line  of  railway 
from  Cnlrain  to  Loohinver,  on  the  west 
ooost  of  Sutherland,  at  a  cost  of 
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£250,000,  on  condition  that  the 
Treasury  will  guarantee  a  dividend  of 
three  per  cent,  for  thirty  years ;  whe- 
ther the  Duke  of  Sutherland  has 
offered  to  give  the  necessary  land  as  hia 
share  of  the  stock  of  the  proposed  rail- 
way; whether  the  Government  intend 
to  tako  advantage  of  this  offer,  and  sivo 
the  required  goaraatee ;  and  whether,, 
in  the  case  of  the  Mallaig  Railway,  titi& 
Government  had  such,  or  any,faoilitie» 
of  a  local  character  offered  them  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHBN  :  Offers,  which  are 
in  substance  correctly  described  in  tho 
first  two  paragraphs  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question,  have  been  made  to  the 
Government.  The  proposals  in  con- 
nection with  this  and  other  lines  aare- 
imder  consideration.  In  the  case  of  the- 
Mallaig  Une,  the  negotiations  for  which 
are  nearly  completed,  certain  local 
facilities  are  to  be  given,  and  the  local 
guarantees  required  by  the  Government 
are  forthcoming. 

Mb.  SUTHERLAND:  Can  theri^^t . 
hon.  Gentleman  say  what  these  local 
guarantees  are? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  could  not  describe' 
them  off-hand,  but  the  position  is  such 
that  no  risk  whatever  is  involved  to  the 
Government.  If  the  hon.  Member 
wishesfor  detailed  information,  perhaps> 
he  will  repeat  his  question  to^morrow- 

THB  BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA  COMPANY, 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Golway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  the  War  Department  has  sold,, 
lent,  or  given  any  arms  or  ammunition 
to  the  Imperial  British  East  Africa 
Company,  or  if  any  officer  has  inspected 
arms  or  ammunition  for  the  East  Africa 
Company  ? 
*Mb.  B.  STANHOPE :  The  Company 
have  been  allowed  to  purchase  some 
rifles  and  carbines,  vritb  ammunitioQ 
for  them  ;  but  inspections  have  not- 
been  made  on  their  behalf. 


Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  b^  to  ask  the- 
Attorney  General  if  the  Charter  of  the- 
Imperial  British  East  Africa  Company 
confers  on  them  the  power  of  conferring 
military  commissions  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Wbbsteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  The 
Charter  of  the  Imperial  British  East 
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Africa  Company  does  not  confer  any 
power  of  conferring  military  commis- 
sions. 

OREBVAMCKS  OF  ARMY  PURCHASE 
OFFICERS. 
Generai,  Sm  CHARLES  FBASEB 
^Lambeth,  N^:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  be  will  now  appoint 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  he  promised  in  this  House  on  the 
S5tfa  June,  1891,  to  investigate  the 
«a8es  of  aUeged  grievances  of  certain 
purchase  officers  of  the  Army,  a  classi- 
fication of  their  cases,  drawn  up  in  view 
of  that  pledge,  having  been  under  his 
«onsideration  for  a  considerable  period? 

•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  am,  of 
ocurse,  ready  to  do  what  I  have  already 
indicated.  I  have  always  dechnod 
to  re-open  the  principles  upon  which 
the  purchase  system  was  abolished, 
aad  which  were  fuUv  considered  and 
settled  at  the  time ;  but  I  added  that, 
if  there  appeared  to  be  any  dass  of 
4iases  as  to  which  there  was  substantial 
^onbt  as  to  the  mode  in  which  these 
principles  have  been  carried  out,  I 
should  be  ready  to  agree  to  refer  it  to 
a  Select  Committee.  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  has  submitted  a  number 
of  cases  setting  forth  alleged  griev- 
ances,  many  of  which  simply  indicate  a 
desire  to  re-open  the  whole  purchase 
question.  I  have  replied  to  him  very 
fully.  It  will  now  be  for  him  and  bis 
Mends  to  show  whether  in  the  case  of 
■any  of  these  classes  a  reasonable  case, 
within  the  lines  above  indicated,  can 
still  be  put  forward. 

Sm  CHABLES  ERASER:  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  repudiate 
his  promise  to  refer  the  grievances  of 
these  officera  to  a  Committee  of  this 
House? 

*Mr.  STANHOPE :  No,  I  entirely 
Adhere  to  it ;  but  I  decline  altogether 
to  allow  the  principle  on  which  pur- 
•chase  was  abolished  to  be  re-opened. 
I  can  only  consent  to  the  class  of  cases 
I  have  mentioned  being  investigated. 

LABOURERS  COTTAGES  IN  IRELAND. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  have  been 
■and  are  being  taken  to  provide 
labourers  cottages  and  allotments  for 
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labourers  in  and  around  the  village  of 
Kill,  County  Eildare;  whether  the 
majority  of  houses  occupied  by 
labourers  have  been  condemned  by 
Sanitary  Authorities  for  yeare  past  as 
unsanitary  and  incommodious ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware .  that  the  main 
opposition  to  allotments  and  erection 
of  such  cottages  proceeded  from  the 
local  landowner ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
steps  will  be  immediately  taken  to 
provide  the  required  ^ts  and  cottages  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  Guardians  of 
the  Naas  Union  have  been  anthorisecl 
to  provide  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  cottages.  Of  these  ten  are  in  the 
Kill  Electoral  Division.  The  Local 
Government  Board  are  not  aware 
whether  the  majority  of  the  existing 
dwellings  in  the  village  have  been 
condemned,  or  whether  the  case  is  as 
stated  in  the  last  paragraph.  But  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  lands  can  be  com* 
pulsorily  acquired  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act  where  the  ciroumstances 
warrant  it. 

Db.  TANNER :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  local  land- 
owner, a  noble  Lord,  is  the  main 
impediment  to  labourers  getting  their 
dweUings  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  No,  I  have  not 
heard  that. 

Db.  TANNER :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made, 
and  will  be  send  a  Local  Government 
Inspector  to  insure  these  dwellings 
being  provided,  they  having  been 
pressed  for  during  the  last  eighteen 
months  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  There  is  no  power 
on  the  part  of  a  local  landlord  or  any- 
body else  to  stand  in  the  way.  The 
Boiud  of  Guardians  can  frame  a 
scheme  and  go  with  it  to  the  Local 
Government  Board. 


Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  there  are  any,  and, 
if  80,  how  many  cottages  built  in  the 
Ballyvaughan  Union,  County  Clare, 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts ; 
whether  such  cottages  are  ui^ntly 
needed  in  the  Union  ;  and  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  steps  the  Government 
propose  taking  to  remedy  the  all^d 
want? 
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Mb.  JACKSON :  No  cottages  have 
been  built  in  the  Ballyvau^an  Union 
under  the  Labourers  Acts.  It  appears 
that  some  time  ago  the  Guardians  had 
undw  consideration  the  qoestioa  of 
erecting  such  cottaffes,  but  did  not 
proceed  further  with  the  matter.  If 
there  is  any  necessity  for  such  cottages, 
it  is  open  to  the  ratepayers  or  the 
labourers  interested  to '  bring  the 
subject  again  before  tbe  Guardians. 


Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  how  many  cottages  have 
been  provided  under  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Acts  with  allotments  in  the 
Counties  of  Armagh,  Fermanagh,  and 
Antrim,  respectively,  and  how  much 
land  granted  in  aJlotments  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  No  labourers 
cottages  have  been  authorised  in  the 
Counties  of  Armagh  and  Fermanagh. 
In  the  County  Antrim  eighteen  cottages 
have  been  authorised  in  tbe  Ballymena 
Union,  and  twelve  of  these  have  been 
built.  The  quantity  of  hmd  taken  for 
each  of  these  houses  is  half  an  acre. 
Eight  houses  have  also  been  sanctioned 
for  the  Ballyoastie  Union.  The  pro- 
posed allotment  for  each  of  these 
nouses,  including  the  site,  is  two  roods 
and  five  perches. 

Db.  tanner  :  Will  it  be  possible, 
in  new  schemes  promoted  in  County 
Antrim,  to  get  land  to  the  extent  of  one 
acre  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  possible  to  secure  that,  but 
as  the  hon.  Member  knows  an  Act  has 
been  passed  empowering  the  Guardians 
to  allow  that. 


Db.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  a  site  for  a  cottage 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  in 
the  parish  of  Doneraile,  County  Cork, 
near  Oldcourt  graveyard,  and  if  he  is 
aware  that  a  site  was  chosen  by  the 
dispensary  committee,  approved  by  the 
engineer  to  the  Union,  but  obstructed 
by  a  local  tenant  farmer ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  provision 
of  this  cottage  has  been  repeatedly 
asked  for  by  the  people  erf  tbe  locality. 


the  Local  Government  Board  will  take 
steps  to  settle  the  matter  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  The  site  first 
selected  for  the  proposed  cottage  re- 
ferred to  appears  tonave  been  objected 
to  by  the  occupier  of  the  land  on  the 
ground  that  the  site  vras  deofiesne  land. 
The  Guardians  have  now  before  them 
a  scheme  which  includes  a  representa- 
tion for  a  site  for  this  coctage  about 
one  hundred  yards  distant  firom  the 
former  proposed  one. 

Db.  TANNER:  Can  no  pressure  be 
brought  to  bear — no  steps  taken — to 
meet  this  urgent  want  ? 

Mb.  JAGKSOJSf:  I  have  abready 
said  a  scheme  is  before  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  secure  a  site  one  hundred 
yards  distant  from  that  mentiraed  in 
the  question. 


Db.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  steps  have 
been  taken  in  the  Mallow  Union  to 
cany  out  Scheme  6  under  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Acts ;  and.  if  not,  for  what 
reasons  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  The  preliminary 
proceedings  of  the  Mallow  Board  of 
Guardians  in  connection  with  the 
Scheme  No.  6  referred  to  were  in- 
formal. This  was  explained  to  the 
Guardians  b^  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  it  is  understood  that  the 
houses  proposed  in  that  scheme  will  be 
included  in  a  further  scheme  the 
Guardians  are  now  framing. 

Db.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  will  re- 
consider their  decision  as  regards  the 
fifth  scheme  for  labourers  cottages  in 
the  Mallow  Union  ;  whether  the 
Guardians  of  the  Union  received  notice 
of  the  inquiry  into  the  said  scheme ; 
whether  Colonel  Spaight.  Local  Govern- 
ment Inspector,  refused  to  adjourn  the 
inquiry  when  the  Guardians  did  not 
attend ;  and  whether  the  proceedings 
under  this  scheme  cost  the  Union 
upwards  of  £200  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  matter  referred 
to  in  this  question  was  disposed  of  two 
years  ago,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  not  aware  of  any  reason 
for  re-opening  it.   Public  notice  was 
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given  of  the  proposed  local  inquiry, 
and  it  was  specially  pointed  out  to 
the  Guardians  that 'they  should  he 
prepared  to  produce  at  the  inquiry 
the  necessary  evidence  in  support  of 
the  scheme.  Nearly  all  the  Guardians 
absented  themselves,,  but  the  other 
parties  to  rthe  case  being  duly  in 
attendance,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice, 
the  Local  Government  Inspector  did 
not  feel  himself  in  a  position  to  adjourn 
the  inquiry.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  information  as  to  the 
cost  incurred  by  the  Guardians  in  con- 
nection with  tius  scheme. 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION  IN 
IBSLAND. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  observed 
that  the  Pembroke  Township  (Dublin) 
Commissioners  have  passed  a  resolution 
protesting  that  there  are  no  funds  at 
their  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  cost  of  compulsory  education  in 
the  township ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  proposal  to  charge  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  Irish  towns  the  cost  of  a 
system  imposed  upon  them  without 
franchise  to  the  mhabitants  or  dis- 
cretion to  the  Local  Authorities,  meets 
with  emphatic  disapproval ;  and  whe- 
ther he  has  any  reason  to  anticipate 
that  the  compulsory  system  will  be 
worked  and  paid  for  in  those  cities  and 
towns  in  which  the  Local  Authorities 
have  already  protested  against  the 
continued  exclusion  of  the  schools  of 
the  Christian  Brothers  from  the 
primary  system  and  the  free  education 
scheme?  I  also  wish  to  repeat  the 
question  I  put  the  other  day  whether 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  considered 
the  statement  submitted  to  him  by  the 
Mayor  of  Waterford,  on  14th  April,  on 
behalf  of  several  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions in  Ireland  representing  that  the 
Education  Bill,  as  it  8tan&,  will  do 
violence  to  the  religious  convictions 
of  the  people,  and  whether  he  will 
grant  the  interview  asked  for  on  behalf 
of  those  Corporations  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  First,  with  regard 
to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  I  believe 
it  is  true  that  the  Pembroke  Township 
Commissioners  did  pass  a  resolution 
somewhat  in  the  form  stated  in  the 
question.   I  have  been  advised,  how- 
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ever,  that  the  Bill  as  drawn  would 
confer  upon  them  power  to  levy  a  rate, 
but  if  tfaiere  is  any  doubt  about  that  it 
is  very  easy,  by  patting  a  couple  of 
additional  words  in  the  clause  in  Com- 
mittee, to  make  it  perfectly  dear  that 
they  have  the  power.  With  regard  to 
the  other  questions,  I  did  receive  a 
communication  from  the  Mayor  of 
Waterford,  who  stated  that  he  repre- 
sented a  good  many  Corporations  of 
Ireland  in  making  such  a  protest.  X 
do  not  agree  with  the  vie^  expressed 
by  these  bodies,  nor  do  I  agree  that 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing the  law  into  effect. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  yet  given  the  Irish  Cor- 
porations, who  will  have  to  work  thia 
Act  if  it  passes,  that  interview  for 
which  they  asked  in  March  last,  and 
for  which  they  have  been  pressing  ever 
since ;  or  does  he  propose  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill  without  giving  thesa 
bodies  that  interview  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  Yes,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  delay  the  Bill  in 
order  to  afford  that  interview.  I  have 
been  in  communication  by  correspon- 
dence with  them,  and  I  have  expressed 
my  views  in  answer  to  their  Memorial. 
I  have  also  stated  that  if  they  still 
desired  to  have  an  interview  I  would 
afford  them  such  an  opportunity,  but  I 
could  not  hold  out  any  hope  that  even 
if  the  interview  took  place  that  the 
opinion  I  have  already  expressed  could 
be  altered  as  regards  Uie  Christiaa 
Brothers'  Schools. 

GOVERNMENT  PAINTING  CONTRACTS 
IN  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treastury  whether  the 
contract  for  Government  work  in  the 
painting  trade  in  Dublin  is  presently  to 
be  determined  for  a  period  of  three 
years ;  and  whether  the  Board  of  Worka 
will  take  care,  in  framing  the  adver- 
tisements and  conditions  relating  to 
this  contract,  to  embody  the  terms  laid 
down  in  the  recent  Resolution  of  thia 
House,  especially  with  regard  to  fair 
waj^s,  in  order  to  secure  that  the  coH' 
tract  shall  be  executed  in  aocwdaiioft 
with  those  terms  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GOEST;  The  contract 
for  Government  work  in  the  painting 
trade  in  Dublin  referred  to  in  the  qusa- 
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tion  will  not  be  made  mitil  November 
of  the  present  \ear.  The  Board  of 
"Works  have  not  "yet  framed  the  condi* 
tioDS  of  the  contract,  but  when  doing 
80  they  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  Beso- 
Intion  of  the  House  referred  to. 

THE  *<  ALBERT  EDWARD  "  COLLISION. 

Mb.  CADSTON  (Southwark,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  oan  inform 
the  House  how  many  boats  and  the 
number  of  people  they  would  accom- 
modate were  carried  by  the  steamer 
"  Albert  Edward  "  at  the  time  of  the 
recent  collision  on  the  passage  from 
Boulogne  to  Folkestone;  and  how 
many  passengers  were  on  board  the 
steamer  at  the  time  of  the  collision  ? 

■;=SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  : 
I  understand  that,  on  the  occasion  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  the 
**  Albert  Edward  "  carried  four  boats, 
capable  of  accommodating  seventy- 
three  persons,  in  addition  to  life  belts 
and  life  buoys  for  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  persons.  Life-saving  appliances 
were  therefore  supplied  for  four 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  persons, 
whereas  those  on  ooard  consisted  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  passengers 
and  a  crew  of  twenty-three. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH  FRY. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Irish 
Fishery  Inspectors  that  wholesale  de- 
struction of  BfJmon  fry  and  eel  fry  is 
going  on  in  the  Shannon  fuid  its 
tributaries  at  Limerick,  and  that 
nothing  is  being  done  to  protect  the 
ixY  by  the  Limerick  Fisheries  Board  or 
their  staff ;  and  whethet  he  can  yet  fix 
a  date  for  the  promised  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  Limerick  fisheries? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  It  appears  to  have 
been  alle^  that  there  has  been  a 
destruction  of  salmon  fty  and  eel  fry  in 
tile  ponds  or  reservoirs  of  the 
Limerick  Water  Works.  The  Inspectors 
of  L-i^  fisheries  have  called  for  a 
Beport  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN:  Why  has  there  been 
this  long  delay? 
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Mb,  JACKSON;  I  have  ahready 
stated  in  answer  to  a  question  that  the 
delay  is  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that 
at  present  we  have .  only  two  Fishery 
Inspectors,  and  that  they  have  been 
called  upon  to  perform  very  arduous 
duties ;  but  I  hope  we  are  now  within 
a  very  short  time  of  having  the  question 
settl^  hy  the  appointment  of  a  third 
Fishery  Inspector. 

THE  DYNAMITE  COHPAHY. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  can  explain 
how  Mr.  W.  DovetOD  Smyth,  who 
defended  two  men  named  William 
Norman,  alias  Lynch,  and  William 
Ansburgh,  who  were  charged  before 
London  Magistrates  on  the  6th  and  12th 
April,  1883,  with  connection  with 
dynamite  conspiracies,  got  access  to 
those  prisoners,  by  whom  was  he  en- 
gaged  to  defend  them,  and  whether  the 
cost  of  their  defence  by  Mr.  Smyth  was 
paid  by  the  Crown ;  and,  if  so,  out  of 
what  fund ;  whether  Mr.  Smyth  got 
access  to  Dr.  Gallagher  or  any  of  we 
other  prisoners  except  Norman  and 
Ansburgh;  and  whether  they  were 
afforded  opportunities  for  engaging  a 
solicitor  to  represent  them  at  the 
Police  Court  on  the  dates  when  Norman 
and  Ansburgh  were  represented  by  Mr. 
Smyth? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Mr.  Doveton 
Smyth  had  access  to  Norman  and 
Ansbur^  at  their  own  request.  Nor- 
man was  admitted  as  Queen's  evidence 
and  was  not  tried,  and  Ansburgh  was 
acquitted.  There  is  no  reason  to  he' 
lieve  that  the  cost  of  the  prisoners' 
defence  was  paid  by  the  Government 
of  the  day.  Mr.  Sm'yth  in  the  first 
instance  had  access  to  Gallagher  as  his 
solicitor  at  that  prisoner's  request,  but 
subsequently  Mr.  Smyth  retu^d  from 
the  dfflence,  as  Galla^er  applied  to  be 
defended  by  Mr.  de  Tracy  Gould  and 
Mr.  Morris.  Mr.  Smyth  had  access  to 
the  prisoner  Wilson,  but  I  am  informed, 
as  in  the  other  cases,  at  the  prisoner's 
request.  The  prisoners  were  both 
afforded  every  opportunity  at  the  Police 
Court  and  wMle  awaiting  trial  to  engage 
any  solicitor  whom  uey  jdeased  to 
represent  them. 
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Mr.  O'BRIEN  :  How  could  Norman, 
who  had  never  been  in  London  before, 
have  known  to  ask  for  Mr.  Smyth  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  afraid  I 
oannot  give  a  definite  answer  to  that 
question. 

SATURDAY  POLLING. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Governm^t  will  take  care  that  at  the 
Dissolution  the  Writs  reach  the  Return- 
ing Officers  of  boroughs  on  such  a  day 
that  it  shall  be  possible  for  them  to  fix 
the  election  on  a  Saturday  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY ^r.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
i^w  me,  I  shall  answer  his  question 
when  I  make  my  promised  statement 
on  Public  Business  to  the  House. 

THE  NEW  FOREST  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Me.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON 
(Shropshire,  Oswestry) :  I  beg  to  ask 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  &e(^tary  of 
State  for  War  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice— namely, 
whether  he  has  come  to  any  decision 
as  to  Mr.  Pelfaam's  Report  on  the 
proposed  rifle  range  at  the  New  Forest  ? 
*Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  I  have  con- 
sidered Mr.  Pelham's  Report  on  the 
New  Forest  range,  and  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  independently  of  any 
other  oonsideration,  that  the  peculiar 
dromnstances  of  the  New  Forest 
render  it  practically  impossible  to  com- 
pensate the  commoners  without  further 
legislative  process.  If,  therefore,  it 
should  be  decided  to  proceed  in  another 
vear  with  any  site  for  a  range  in  the 
t'orest  it  will  be  submitted  in  the 
ordinary  way  for  Parliamentary  sanc- 
tion. In  the  meantime,  I  wiU  cause 
further  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  any 
sible  alternative  sites  which  have 
n  or  may  be  suggested. 


BUSINESS   OF   THE  HOUSE. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, B.) :  I  am  under  an  engage- 
ment to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the 
House  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
Public  Business,  and  the  prospects  of 
proceeding  rapidly  towards  the  termina- 


tion of  the  Session.    As  the  House  is 
aware,  we  have  already  either  passed,  or 
areonthe  brink  of  passing, the  foUomng 
important  Bills: — Small  Holdings  Cill, 
Education  'and  Taxation  (Scotland) 
Bill,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill, 
India  Councils  Bill,  Bank  of  England 
Remuneration  Bill,  and  the  Clergy 
Discipline  Bill.   These,  I  think,  were  all 
Bills  mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
There  is  another  Bill  mentioned  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  which,  no  doubt,  may 
require  some  further  consideration — 
I  allude  to  the  Irish  Education  Bill,, 
which  has  been  read  a  second  time,  but 
which  still  remains  to  be  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  Some  conversation  ocGurred 
across  the  floor  of  this  House  last 
Friday  between  the  hon.  Grentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton)  and  myself,  but  nothing  that 
has  occurred  leaves  me  in  doubt  that 
that  Bill  also  may  be  counted  ultimately 
among  the  measures  which  we  shall  see 
passed  during  the  present  Session.  It 
will  be  extremely  disastrous,  I  think,  if 
that  were  not  so,  because  practically 
upon  that  Bill  depends  the  passing  of 
the  Supplementary  Estimate  for  the 
purpose  of  education  in  Ireland.  Then, 
Sir,  there  remain  two  important  Bills 
mentioned  in   the    Queen's  Speech 
which  I  should  not  wish  the  House  to 
consider  at  this  stage  of  our  proceed- 
ings.   These  are  the  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  and  the  Private  Bill  Pro- 
cedure Kll.    The  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill,  as  will  be  recollected,  was 
passed  on  the  Second  Reading  by  a 
very  large  majority.    I  know — perhaps 
not  in  this  House,  but  elsewhere — 
manypersonsformedfrom  that  majority 
a  very  confident  expectation  that  the 
Bill  would  be  finished.   But  I  think  it 
will  be  evident  to  eveiyone  acquainted 
with  our  proceedings  that  a  Bill  of  that 
kind,  if  it  be  strenuously  opposed,  is 
not  one  that  can  by  any  possibility  be 
passed  into  law  except  after  very  pro- 
longed discussion.    The  EngUsh  Local 
Government  Bill,  although  it  was  not 
opposed  on  the  Second  Reading,  and 
although,  on  the  whole,  its  provisions 
met  with  favour  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  occupied  an  amount  of  time 
corresponding  to  six  weeks  before  it 
passed  the  stages  after  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill ;  and  we  are  in- 
formed, I  have  no  doubt  rig^tty,  that 
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the  Irish  Local  Govemment  Bill  will 
not  receive  such  favourable  treatment 
as  the  EngUsh  Bill,  and  that  six  weeks 
would,  I  presume,  be  extended  into 
eight  or  twelve  weeks,  and  in  these  cir- 
cumstances I  feel  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  ask  the  House 
further  to  consider  the  question.  With 
r«(ard  to  the  Frivate  Bill  Procedure 
Bui,  that  has  not  yet  passed  the  Second 
Beading.  It  is  a  Bill  which,  although 
valnable  and  importuit,  it  is  impossible 
to  ask  the  House  to  accept  without  very 
full  discussion,  dealing  as  it  does  with 
some  important  prerogatives  of  this 
House,  and  it  also  must  be  abandoned. 
Now,  Sir,  I  pass  from  those  which  I 
may  describe  as  first-class  measures  to 
other  measures  which  are  important, 
but  still  cannot  be  placed  in  the  same 
rank.  We  did  a  good  deal  of  business 
on  Friday,  and  cleared  the  Orders  of 
a  lai^  number  of  nonH»ntentious 
measures;  but  there  still  remain 
to  be  dealt  with  the  following 
practically  unopposed  Bills.  The  Naval 
Knights  of  Windsor,  Poor  Law  Schools 
(Ireland),  Land  Commission  (Ireland), 
Civil  Bill  Courts  (Ireland),  and  the 
Casual  Wards  Bill,  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Govemment  Board  is  going  tointroduoe, 
and  which  I  believe  \nll  meet  with  very 
general  aipprovel  in  every  quarter  of 
the  House.  In  addition  to  these, 
which  are  Government  Bills,  there  are 
four  BiUs  hitherto  in  charge  of  private 
Members  which  I  propose  to  "  star," 
following  the  suggestion  thrown  out  the 
other  night  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler).  At  his  instance 
the  Govemment  entered  into  a  pledge 
to  oppose  after  twelve  o'clock  the 
passage  of  any  private  Member's  Bill ; 
but  as  a  set-off  against  that,  and  as  a 
means  of  to  a  certain  extent  enabling 
the  House  to  deal  with  private  Mem- 
bers' proposals  which  were  generally 
accepted,  the  right  hon.  Gientleman 
suggested  that  we  should ' '  star  "  certain 
Bills  of  importance.  The  BiUs  to  which 
I  propose  to  accord  that  special  privilege 
are  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts 
Amendment  Bill,  the  Witnesses  Protec- 
tion Bill,  the  Coroners'  Deputies  Bill, 
and  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Bill.  In  addition  to  these  Bills  there 
area  certain  number  not  yet  before 
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the  House,  but  either  of  a  formal 
character  or  the  discussion  of  which 
is  already  proceeding  in  another  place. 
There  are  the  Fishery  Board  (Scotland) 
Bill,  a  Bill  which  I  believe  in  principle 
is  accepted  by  all  parts  of  the  House ; 
the  Canal  Bates  Bill,  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  proposes  to  introduce,  so  as- 
to  obviate  certain  difficulties  that  must 
arise  by  the  premature  termination  of 
the  Session,  and  the  Bank  Charter  Bill. 
It  is  usual,  when  the  Session  is  cut 
short  by  aDissolution,  to  pass  a  measure 
to  prevent  the  promoters  of  Private 
BiUs  from  suffering  pecuniary  loss,  or 
any  greater  loss  of  *time  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  by  the  fact  of  the  ccmi- 
clusion  of  the  Session.  We  shall  bring 
in  as  usual  a  Bill  to  enable  the  pro- 
moters  of  Private  Bills  to  resume  the 
proceedings  which  have  to  be  prema- 
turely cut  short  without  repayment  of 
the  fees,  and  at  the  stage  at  which  they 
were  left  during  the  present  Session. 
In  the  same  category  of  Bills  of  a  more 
or  less  uncontroversial  character  which 
are  not  yet  before  the  House  I  may 
mention  the  Local  Loans  Bill  and  the 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bill.  There  is 
also  a  Bill  for  enabling  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
to  expend  in  Ireland  for  the  exter- 
mination of  pleuro  -  pneumonia  a> 
sum  of  money  allocated  by  Statute 
in  England,  but  which  is  not 
required  for  EngUsh  purposes.  As 
the  House  may  recoUeot,  £160,000 
a  year  was  voted  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  deaUng 
with  this  disease.  Through  his  efforts 
the  disease  has  been  practically  stamped 
out  in  England.  He  has  some  fimds 
available  which  are  urgently  required 
in  Ireland,  and  I  am  sure  the  House 
wiU  accept  that  proposal.  There  are 
two  Colonial  BiUs  of  which  I  only 
heard  to-day,  but  which  are  more  or 
less  of  a  pressing  character.  The  first 
deals  with  the  great  calamity  by 
which  Mauritius  has  been  visited.  It 
is  proposed,  in  accordance  with  prece- 
dents on  simUar  melancholy  occasions,, 
to  enable  the  Colony  to  borrow 
£600,000,  with  the  privilege  of  a  British 
guarantee.  That  would  he,  of  course, 
an  immense  saving  to  the  Colony,  and 
would,  I  am  imormed,  involve  no 
danger  to  the  Imperidi  Bxohequer;  and 
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I  think  probably  the  House  would  feel 
«ome  consideration  is  due  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  who  have  suffered 
«o  craelly  from  this  visitation.  The 
other  Colonial  Bill  deals  with  crofter 
■emigration    to    British  Columbia. 
£150,000  was  guaraiiteed  by  the  Trea- 
sury under  the    British  Columbian 
Guarantee  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating crofter  emigration.    That  pro- 
posal was  made  some  six  months  ago 
to  the  Colony.   They  have,  however, 
for  reasons  with  which  I  am  not 
acquainted,  reserved  their  final  decision 
on  the  subject  till  a  comparatively 
xeoent  period ;  and  I  understand  that 
within  the  next  few  days  a  gentleman 
will  come  over  empowered  by  the 
■Colony  to  deal  with  the  Exchequer  of 
this  country.  .The  British  Columbian 
Parliament  passed  an  Act,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  unfortunate  if  the  whole  of 
their  trouble  and  the  whole  of  our 
trouble  should  either  be  wasted  or,  at 
all  events,  that  the  fruition  of  our 
labours  should  be  delayed  for  a  twelve- 
month.   That  finishes  the  Bills  which 
have  yet  to  be  brought  before  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  that  they  are  of 
an  important  and  at  the  same  time  of 
a  non-controversial  character.  The 
Telegraphs  Bill,  the  Superannuation 
Bill,  and  the  Criminal  Evidence  Bill 
are  now  before  either  a  Select  or  a 
•Grand  Committee,  and  I  have  hopes — 
•confident  hopes — that  all  those  Bills 
may  pass  into  law.    In  addition  to 
these  I  have  to  note  the  Military  Lands 
Consolidation    Bill,  the  East  India 
Officers  Bill,  and  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  Bill — and  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Jackson)  reminds  me  that  I  ought 
to  have  mentioned  the  Galway  In- 
firmary Bill.    The  Military  Lands  Bill, 
the  East  India  Oificers  Bill,  and  the 
PubUc  Elementary  Schools  Bill  are 
measures  which  I  should  be  unwilling 
to  drop,  but  I  cannot  hope  to  pass 
them  into  law  if  any  ver^^  great  length  of 
time  is  required  for  their  discussion,  or 
if  they  meet  with  any  serious  hostility. 
'The  Aooess  to  Mountains  Bill,  the 
House  will  remember,  was  brought  in 
by  the  CioTemment  in  consequence  of 
a  Besolntion  passed  by  this  Honse  on 
that  subject.    I  am  given  to  unders^d 
that  the  n:ea6ure  we  have  prepared 
meets  with  very  little  favour  from  hon. 
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and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
They  think  that  the  limitations  and  the 
Safeguards  we  have  introduced  are  of 
too  stringent  a  character.   I  am  boond 
to  say  that  such  further  investigation 
as  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  the 
subject  leads    me    to    a  somewhat 
opposite  conclusion,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  we  have  not  sufficientlv 
safeguarded  certainly  the  rights  which 
will  be  seriously  menaced  if  the  Bill 
passes  into  law  in  its  present  shape. 
I  have  therefore  to  recognise  that  a 
Bill  which  is  thought  by  one  Party  to 
go  too  far  and  by  another  Rurty  not  to 
go  far  enough,  is  not  a  Bill  which,  at 
the  present  stage  of  our  proceedings, 
is  likely  to  pass  into  law.    I  think  I 
have  now  gone  through  all  the  measures 
which  we  hope  to  pass;  and  I  come, 
therefore,  to  the  period  which  would 
be  required  to  pass  them,  and  upon 
that,  of  course,  I  can  offer  no  confident 
prophecy.    Much  will  depend  upon  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  and  his  friends. 
No  doubt  some  of  the  Bills  are  such  as 
may  very  properly  require  some  con- 
sideration by  the  whole  of  the  House. 
I  have  also   to  recognise  that  we 
have    to    pass   the   whole   of  the 
Irish  Estimates,  that   we   have  to 
pass  the  Beport  of  a  certain  amount  of 
Supply  which  we  got  on  Friday,  and 
the  Report  of  the  Supply  which  we 
have  yet  to  get.    We  have  also  to  con- 
sider that  it  is  not  merely  the  business 
which  this  House  has  to  do,  but  the 
business  which  the  House  of  lioi^ 
has  to  do  must  be  taken  into  acooont 
before  we  can  speak  with  confidence  as 
to  the   n>eoiai  day  of  Dissolution. 
The  Dissolution  can  only  take  place, 
of  course,    when   the   business  has 
been    completed    by    both  Houses 
and  the  requisite  Councils  have  been 
held  which  are  necessary  to  give  leged 
formality  to  this  step.    I  am  not  very 
familiar  with  the  process  myself ;  but  I 
understand  that  two  Councils  have  to 
be  held — one  for  the  Prorogation,  and 
the  other  for  the  Dissolution — and  it 
is  not  always  &Bsy  to  find  a  day  whic^ 
will  be  convenient  for  holding  those 
Councils  to  carry  through  these  neces- 
sary proceedings.    The  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Stuart)  asks  me  whether  I 
can  so  fix  the  day  that  it  ^lall  be 
possible  to  have  the  eleoti<m  on  a 
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Saturday.  I  am  no  great  adept  at 
Election  Law ;  but  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that,  as  I  am 
unable  at  present  to  fix  a  day  at  all,  I 
oannot  give  a  oategorioal  answer  to  the 
question.  I  eee  this  further  difficulty 
in  giving  an  answer.  He  requires  me, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  say 
that,  in  our  opinion,  the  election 
should  not  take  place  except  on  a 
Saturday.  He  requires  me  to  say  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
the  returning  officers  should  so  use 
their  discretion  tluit  the  election  must 
take  place  on  a  Saturday.  Ko  indica- 
tion of  that  duty  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
turning officers  has  been  given  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  highly  inexpedient  if  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  declare  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  discretion  of  the  re- 
turning officers  should  be  use'd  in  such 
a  way.  I  think,  therefore,  while  the 
House  will  see  that  [  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  definitely  within  what 
twenty-four  hours  the  Dissolution  will 
take  place,  we  may  say,  with  some 
confidence,  that  it  is  veiy  unlikely  to 
take  place  before  the  end  of  the  week 
beginning  with  Sunday,  the  19th,  and 
most  unlikely  to  occur  after  the  middle 
of  the  week  beginning  with  the  26th. 
That  leaves  a  very  nsurow  margin  of 
doubt.  I  hope  the  House  will  be  satis- 
fied vrith  the  statement  I  have  made.  ^ 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  have 
consulted  with  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  Londonderry 
(Mr.  Justin  McCarthy)  as  to  the  Irish 
Education  Bill;  and  looking  to  the 
declaration  which  has  been  made  to-day 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  in  regard  to  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Voluntary  Schools, 
looking  also  to  his  contemptuous  treat- 
ment of  the  Irish  Public  Bodies, 
which,  during  the  past  three  months, 
have  been  in  communication  with  him 
in  reference  to  the  Bill,  and  looking 
also  to  the  failure  of  the  least  indication 
of  his  respecting  the  views  of  the  Irish 
Members  and  of  the  Irish  people.  I 
have  to  give  notice  that  the  Irish 
Education  Bill,  in  all  its  further  stages, 
will  receive  tl»  most  strenuous  oppo- 
sition. 

VOL.  V.      [foubtb  sasns.] 


MOTION. 


BANKS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILL. 
LEAVE.     FIBST  BBADIHO. 

*{4.29.)  The  CHANCELLOR  or 
THE  EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen, 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  beg- 
to  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bifl 
for  making  further  provision  respecting 
certain  payments  to  the  Banks  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  and,  availing  mys^ 
of  the  privilege  which  is  sometimes 
given,  to  make  the  shortest  possible 
explanation  of  this  BiU,  I  may  remind 
the  House  that  there  are  four  positions 
in  which  the  Bank  of  England  stands 
to  the  Government.  It  is  the  issuing 
bank,  giving  a  portion  of  the  profits  cn 
note-issue  to  the  Government ;  it  is  a 
creditor  of  the  Government  to  the 
amount  of  eleven  millions  sterling ;  it 
manages  the  National  Debt,  and  it 
is  the  banker  of  the  Government  and 
custodian  of  the  public  balances. 
The  scheme  which  I  have  to  propose 
leaves  the  arrangements  between  the 
State  and  the  Bank  of  England  as 
regards  issue  undisturbed,  so  that,  if  a 
future  Parliament  should  think  fit  to 
make  any  changes  in  that  respect, 
nothing  in  the  present  arrange- 
ments would  have  tied  its  hands. 
With  regard  to  the  amount  of 
eleven  miluons  which  the  Government 
owe  to  the  Bank,  the  Bill  proposes  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  from 
three  to  two  and  three-quarters 
percent.,  by  which  an  economy  of 
£27,600  will  be  secured.  As  to  the 
management  of  the  Public  Debt,  there 
will  be  a  change  made  in  the  payments, 
by  which  there  will  be  a  saving  of 
£9,400.  The  charge  of  £3,000  for 
assessment  of  Goveniment  Stocks 
to  the  Income  Tax  will  be  no  longer 
made  by  the  Bank,  so  that  on  the 
management  of  the  Public  Debt 
there  is  a  total  saving  of  £12,400. 
In  its  capacity  of  custodian  of  public 
accounts  the  Book  will  no  longer  make 
chai^  on  the  Government,  which 
amount  to  £6,300 ;  and  will  also 
make  some  concessions  with  regard  to 
interest  on  deficiency  advances,  making 
a  total  saving  of  £9,300.  There  are  some 
counter  items,  but  the  change  will 
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effiact  a  total  saving  of  about  £45,700. 
The  case  <A  the  Baak  of  Ireland  has 
also  been  taken  into  consideration,  and 
in  regard  to  that  the  total  saviBg  is 
£7,800.  On  the  whole  arrangement, 
the  total  saving  to  the  country  is 
£53,500.  Legislation  will  only  be 
necessary  with  reference  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  National  Debt  and  the 
interest  on  the  Debt,  because  the 
arrangements  with  regard  to  other 
matters  have  been  made  by  agreement 
with  the  Treasoiy.  Hon.  Members 
will  see  the  exact  particulars  of  iJie 
proposed  change  wluBn  the  Bill  is  in 
their  hands. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"Thftt  leave  be  given  to  bring  io  a  Bill  for 
making  farther  provision  respectiiig  certain 
Payments  to  ma  Banks  of  EngUnd  and 
Imand ;  and  for  other  paEposea  connected 
with  those  Bantn."— (Jfr.  ChemetUw  of  the 
Eaxhequer.') 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Chuicellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Sir 
John  Gorst. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 
[Bill4(».] 

OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


EDUCATION  AND  LOCAI.  TAXATION 
KEUEF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  208.) 
THIBD  HEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." 

(4.38.)  Db.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  re-com- 
mitted in  respect  of  Clause  2.  The 
sum  of  £266,000  is  given  to  Scotland 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  ten  shillings 
per  head  paid  on  the  average  attendance 
of  children  in  England,  uid  we  find, 
on  looking  at  the  Estimates  for  this 
year,  that  there  will  be  567,000 
children  in  Scotland  requiring  to  be 
{ffovided  for.  That  means  we 
shaU  get  £18,600  less  than  if  we 
reeeived  ten  shillings  for  every  child 
attending  school.  If  the  Bill  pass  in 
its  present  form  Scotland  will  there- 
foca  have  only  nine  shillings  and 
foQi^noa  per  head  instead  of  ten 
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shiHings*  as  in  £ngluid.  This  may 
seriously  affect  the  School  Boards  in 

Scotland,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  education  rate.  I  can  see 
no  reason  at  all  why  we  ^ould  not 
have  ten  shillings  per  head  per  child,  as 
they  have  in  England.  If  the  Bill 
pass  in  its  present  form  we  shall  lose 
£18,500  this  year,  and  probably  larger 
sums  in  future  years. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  now  rc«d  the  third  time," 
in  order  to  add  the  words  "  re- 
committed in  respect  of  Clause  2." — 
{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

•(4.42.)    Thb  lord  advocate 
(Sir  C.  J.  Peabson,  Edinbui^h  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  It  is  the  case, 
asthehon.  Member  has  mentioned,  that 
567,000    children  appear  in  the  esti- 
mates for  this  year,  but  from'  thafc 
figure  a  certain  deduction  must  be 
made  in  respect  of   children  over 
fifteen  years  of  age,  because  the  averago 
attenduioe  of  cldldren  in  Scotlsmd 
does   not  square  with  the  averago 
attendance  in  England.     That,  to  a 
certain  extent,  reduces  the  magnitude 
of  the  objection  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member.    I  believe  that  in  England 
about  32,000  children  are  deducted 
from  the  calculation  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  over  fifteen  years  of  age. 
The  Scottish  Education  Department 
allow  for  a  certain  increase  year  by 
year,  and  I  believe  the  increase  allowed 
for  this  year  is  three  and  a  half  per 
cent.    lifkst  year  the  increase  was 
unusually  high  ;  but  according  to  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  the  increase  next 
year  will  be  rather  under  than  over 
the  average,  and  if  that  is  so  it  would 
Very  seriously  aCFect  the  figures  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  laid  before  the 
House.   It  cannot  be  taken  as  certain 
that  the  increase  which  e^pears  in  the 
estimates  will  be  maintained.   If  the 
increase  turns  out  to  be  less,  and  if  the 
tea  shillings  per  head  is  adt^ted,  the 
difference  will  have  to  be  snrmidered. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  English  Educa- 
tion Department  have  only  allowed  for 
an  increase  of  a  Uttle  over  two  pw 
cent,  for  this  year,  and  if  a  Stq>ple- 
mentary  Estimate  is  rendered  neoessary 
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the  result  will  be  that  that  Supplemen- 
tary Estimate  will  go  proportionately 
towards  increasing  the  amount  due  to 
Scotland.  That  b«ing  so,  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  may  well  leave  the  matter 
as  it  is.  The  figmres  which  the  hon. 
Membw  has  Uud  oeiore  the  HoQse  are 
hot  anything  like  sufficient  to  induce 
the  Government  to  change  the  batds  of 
calculation ;  and  that  calculation,  so 
far  as  we  can  forecast  the  future,  will 
not  lead  to  the  consequences  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  sha4owed  forth.  On 
this  ground  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  content  with  the  protest 
he  has  made  against  the  basis  of  calcu- 
lation, and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

(4.46.)  Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow, 
St.  Bollox):  I  must  {irotest  against 
Scotland  bemg  treated  in  tiiis  case  as 
a  separate  nationality,  instead  of  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom. The  proportions  in  which  the 
three  countries  receive  the  grant  are 
eighty  per  cent,  for  England,  eleven 
per  cent,  for  Scotland,  and  nine  per 
cent,  for  Ireland;  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  seeking  to  stereotype  these 
percentages  befbre  they  have  demon- 
strated their  correctness.  The  question 
which,  of  course,  arises  is :  what  is  the 
amount  which  Scotland  should  receive  ? 
Hitherto  Scotland  has  been  treated  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  but  in  this  case,  while  ten 
shillings  is  allowed  per  head  for  the 
children  attending  school  in  England, 
Scotland  is  reminded  that  it  is  no 
longer  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  its  children  are  not  to  get  ten 
shiUings  per  head.  If»  however,  ten 
shillings  per  head  is  given  for  the 
children  in  England,  you  ought  in  fair- 
ness to  give  ten  shillings  per  head  for 
the  average  attendance  oi  idiildren  in 
Scotland.  What  is  the  effect  of  this 
policy  of  treating  Scotland  as  a  separate 
nationality  ?  We  lose  £18,600.  Even 
if  a  deduction  is  to  be  made  for  the 
children  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  we 
shall  still  lose  £16,000  a  year.  I 
think  we  are  entitled  at  least  to  say 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  made  a  great  mistake  in  dividing 
the  United  Emgdom  into  three  sepa- 
rate nationalities  in  this  matter,  and  in 
giving  to  Scotland  less  than  its  proper 
proportion  of  the  grant.  There  is  no 


reason  whatever  why  Scotland  should 
not  be  treated  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  why  it  should 
not  be  allowed  ten  shillings  per  head 
in  respect  of  the  average  attendance  of 
children,  instead  of  being  defrauded  to 
the  extent  of  £16,000  a  year. 

(4.66.)  Mb.CAMPBELL-BANNEB- 
MAN  (Stirling,  &c.) :  I  do  not  wish  to 
lengthen  the  Debate  at  this  stage.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  perfectly  simple 
and  plain  aid  do  not  think  anyone 
could  dispute  the  justice  of  the  claim 
which  we  make  on  behalf  of  Scot- 
land in  regard  to  this  Bill.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  set 
up,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
a  fantastic  method  of  dealing  with  these 
so-called  international  money  pay- 
ments, and  in  order  to  suit  our  system 
to  this  arrangement  the  sum  to  be 
given  to  Scotland  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  number  of  children  attending 
school  in  England.  That  in  itself 
would  be  enough  to  condenm  it ;  but 
beside  that,  we  find,  on  looking  into  it, 
that  our  original  suspicious  are  more 
than  confirmed,  and  that  we  in  Scot- 
land will  be  losers  by  the  arrangement 
to  the  extent  of  £18,500  a  year.  Tha 
Lord  Advocate  makes  some  deduoti<ni 
from  that  sum  on  account  of  children 
over  fifteen  years  of  age,  but  even  then 
we  still  lose  £15,000  or  £16,000  in  con- 
sequence of  this  fantastic  arrangement. 
I  tnink  that  is  quite  enough  to  justify 
our  protest  against  the  proposals  of  the 
Bill,  and  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  will 
therefore  go  to  a  Division  in  order  that 
we  may  express  our  opinion  on  the 
subject.  The  Lord  Advocate  may  say, 
and  has  sud,  that  the  figures  quoted 
are  only  estimates.  But  that  is  all  we 
have  to  go  upon.  We  have  no  informa- 
tion other  than  the  estimates;  and 
seeing  that  the  estimates,  of  which  we 
were  not  before  aware,  amply  corro- 
borate all  our  ideas  and  suspicions  on 
the  subject,  we  are  still  further 
convinced  that  the  proposal  is  unjust 
to  Scotland,  as  it  is  undoubtedly 
inconvenient  and'  unreasonable  in 
itself.  And  on  those  grounds,  besides 
the  lofty  ground  from  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Bollox  (Mr. 
Caldwell)  based  the  opronition-Uhe 
ground  of  nuuntaining  a  decent  onion 
between  Scotland  and  England — hope 
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my  hon.  Friend  will  go  to  a  Division 
against  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CHARLES  PARl^EE 
(Perth) :  I  shall  certainly  support  this 
Amendment.  To  me  the  question  of 
the  estimates  appears  to  make  very 
little  difference,  because  the  money 
vill  not  be  paid  according  to  the  esti- 
inate,  but  according  to  fact  when  the 
fact  is  ascertained.  I  support  the 
/bnen^ent  not  alone  on  the  ground 
of  the  proposal  being  the  depnvation  to 
Scotland  of  many  thousands  of  pounds, 
but  I  support  it  also  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  a  very  undesirable  mode  of 
conducting  finance.  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  from  first  to  last  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has,  I  beUeve, 
been  consistent  in  this — that  he  has 
always  absented  himself  whenever  we 
have  been  discussing  these  financial 
arrangements.  Member  after  Member 
has  appealed  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  but  what  is  the 
Qse  of  appealing  to  him  when  he 
is  not  present,  and  when  only 
one  Member  of  the  Government 
answers  such  appeals?  I  think  it  is 
rather  disrespectful  to  Scotland  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
absent  himself  during  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill,  which  is  financial  as  well  as 
educational  in  character,  and  thus 
preclude  us  from  obtaining  information 
we  desire. 

Ths  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub.  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Charles  Parker)  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  thought  it  necessary' 
to  attack  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  not  being  present  during  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill.  But  the  non. 
Gentleman  must  be  aware  of  the  calls 
made  upon  the  time  of  Ministers,  and 
that  occasionally  public  business,  urgent 
in  character  and  which  cannot  be 
avoided,  mokes  it  absolutely  imperative 
lor  a  Minister  to  absent  himsdif.  On 
the  merits  of  this  question  I  do  not 

fropose  to  say  very  much,  except  that 
think  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  have  greatly  underrated  the 
complexity  of  the  problem  with  which 
we  had  to  deal.  If  in  Scotland  and 
England  yon  had  a  similar  state  of 
things  calling  for  precisely  similar 
treatment,  then  it  would  be  perfectly 
unnecessary  to  go  to  the  kind  of 
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division  of  the  relative  contributions  of 
the  three  countries  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  had  to  adopt  in  settling  the 
amount  of  this  equivalent  grant.  But 
where  you  have  systems  so  different  as 
the  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  systems 
in  matters  of  education,  yon  cannot  go 
upon  similar  principles.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  find  some  other 
principle  by  which  equity  and  justioft 
can  be  done.  I  think  it  was  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Rollox  (Mr.  GaidweU) 
who  appeared  to  call  in  question  the 
equity  of  the  proportion  of  eleven  per 
cent,  which  is  given  to  Scotland.  Well, 
Sir,  I  will  not  go  into  that ;  but  I  know 
that  the  calculation  was  made  by  the 
Treasury  and  based  upon  all  the 
information  at  their  disposal,  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  of  the  criticisms  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected  have 
shaken  it  in  any  important  degree.  It 
is  clearly  convenient  to  allocate  the 
money  between  the  three  countries  in 
the  manner  we  have  observed,  other- 
wise we  might  give  much  too  little  to  one 
and  too  much  to  another.  Education 
in  Scotland  costs,  I  believe,  more  per 
head  than  education  in  England,  and 
education  in  Ireland  oosts  very  much 
less ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  where  the 
cost  per  head  is  so  different  as  in  this 
case,  and  where  the  system  is  so 
different,  it  would  not  be  statesmanshi{> 
but  mere  pedantry  to  apply  the  hard 
and  fast  rule  of  ten  shillings  per  child 
in  all  cases.  We  have,  therdore,  had 
to  fall  back  upon  some  other  principle,, 
and  the  only  other  principle  at  once 
clear,  intelligent  and  equitable  was  the 
principle  adopted  by  the  Bill  of  giving 
Scotland  in  respect  of  the  equivalent 
grant  precisely  a  proportionate  share 
of  the  amount  given  to  England 
for  carrying  out  similar  objects.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  that  course, 
which  I  think  justifiable  in  itself, 
was  rendered  almost  necessary  by 
the  historical  development  of  the 
whole  subject ;  because,  as  tiie  House 
will  recollect,  education  was  freed  in 
Scotland,  not  out  of  the  fund  which  is 
now  going  to  be  devoted  to  that  subject, 
but  out  of  quite  a  different  fund,  and 
therefore  the  whole  subject  was  finished 
in  Scotland  before  the  ten  shillings  was 
fixed  in  regard  to  England.  That, 
however,  I  admit  is  not  a  ground  which 
ought  for  all  time  to  neoMsarily  lega- 
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late  this  matter,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  for  all  time  the  present  arrange- 
ments must  necessarily  hold.  But  I  do 
«Ay  that  there  are  great  difficulties,  not 
present  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  in  dealing  with  a  system  so 
dmieieait  from  the  English  system  as 
the  Scotch  system  of  education ;  and  if 
you  cannot  deal  with  it  in  precisely  the 
same  manner,  it  is  only  natural 
and  equitable  to  fall  back  upon 
the  simple  and  obvious  plan  of  giving 
to  each  country  a  proportion  of  its 
general  contribution  to  the  Imperial 
Bevenue. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland) :  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  founded  upon  a  mis- 
«oncq>ti(m  of  the  case.  It  is  not  a 
•question  of  difference  in  education.  It 
IS  a  question  whether  Scotland's  share 
of  this  money  should  be  limited  to  the 
average  attendance  in  England.  It  is 
well  known  that  children  attend  very 
much  better  than  in  England,  and  it  is 
A  question  that  the  money  should  be 
allocated  upon  the  attendances  made 
liy  Scotch  children  themselves.  To 
put  the  argument  upon  any  other 
groonds  is,  I  think,  to  attempt  to  con- 
rase  ^e  issues.  My  hon.  firiend  will 
be  perfectly  justified  in  dividing  this 
House  upon  the  question. 

Question  put. 

(5.12J  The  House  divided  ; — Ayes 
141;  Noes  70.— (Div.  List,  No.  183.) 

Main    Question    again  proposed. 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
tune." 

Mb.  BBTGE  (Aberdeen.  S.):  As 
this  Bill  is  now  going  to  leave  the 
House,  I  should  like  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  one  word  about  it,  and 
to  repeat  the  expressions  of  regret 
which  I  have  made  on  every  occasion, 
and  which  I  know  are  shared  by  a  great 
many  Members  of  this  House,  that  an 
opportunity  has  been  lost  of  conferring 
great  benefits  upon  Scotland — an  oppor- 
tunity that  may  not  return  in  our  time. 
I  thankfully  admit  that  the  Bill  has  been 
improved  during  its  progress  in  the 
House.  We  have  had  the  appointment 
conceded  of  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
render  the  plans  for  spending  money 


on  secondary  education  better  than 
those  which  were  shadowed  out  in 
the  Memorandum  presented  to  the 
House.  And  we  have  had  from  the 
Govemment  the  concession  of  powers 
to  the  County  and  Town  Councils  to  apply 
the  sum  of  £100,000  which  is  given  to 
those  Councils  not  merely  for  the  relief 
of  local  rates,  but  to  other  objects  of 
public  utility  which  the  Councils  may 
propose.  In  these  respects  the  Bill  is 
certainly  better  than  when  it  entered 
the  House.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we 
view  with  very  great  regret  the  gift  of  no 
less  than  £50,000  to  the  Parochial 
Boards  being  spent  by  them  upon  the 
relief  of  the  rates  which  they  levy. 
We  consider  that  is  a  substantial  relief 
to  the  wealthier  and  better  class  of 
ratepayers,  and  that  being  tftken  oat 
of  the  genend  taxation  of  we  country, 
the  larger  proporticm  being  p»d  by  im 
poor,  it  is  pro  tanto  not  a  relief  of 
the  poor.  It  is  a  measure  framed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  better  and  not  the 
humbler  class.  We  stiU  more  regret 
that  since  this  sum  is  being  applied  to 
local  purposes  its  destination  should  be 
one  which,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  has  no 
promise  of  permanent  improvement 
either  in  the  addition  of  power  or  admi- 
nistration of  Local  Govemment  in  Scot- 
land. I  make  these  remarks  for  the 
pupose  of  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  very  loxge  number  on  this  sida 
of  the  House  do  not  consider  the 
present  Bill  is  final.  Indeed,  the  First 
Lord  said  a  few  moments  ago,  in  de- 
fending the  Govemment  proposals  with 
regard  to  the  allotment  of  the  money, 
that  the  proposals  made  in  the  BUI 
were  not  to  be  considered  as  to  endure 
for  all  time. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I  was  re- 
ferring to  the  particular  allocation  of 
money. 

Mb.  BBTGE:  I  quite  understand 
that,  and  so  I  intended  to  convey.  But 
I  desire  to  extend  the  scope  of  his 
remark  beyond  that  allocation,  and  to 
say  that  in  our  view  the  loss  of  this 
opportunity  is  one  which  we  should 
try  to  repair  at  the  earliest  possible 
time.  We  look  upon  this  as  a  tenta- 
tive step,  and  we  shall  endeavour  to 
reverse  the  policy  in  this  Bill,  and  en- 
deavour to  submit  those  questions 
we  have  argued  in  Committee 
here,  and  upon  which  we  have  beea 
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defeated  hj  an  English  majority,  to 
another  Parliament,  and,  if  possible,  to 
seoare  the  devotion  of  the  money  to 
other  pozposes. 

Mb.  BALFOUB  :  On  behalf  of  the 
GoTemment  I  wiU  only  say  that  in 
framing  this  Bill  we  have  endeaTOured 
to  oonsult  local  opinion  in  Scotland; 
and  thongh  we  are  far  from  suggesting 
for  a  moment  that  the  various  repre- 
sentatives from  Scotland  do  not  dis- 
charge their  duties  as  Members 
honourably  and  effectively,  we  cannot 
admit  that  they  are  the  sole  exponents 
of  Scotch  opinion,  or  that  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  going  beyond  them  in  order 
to  obtain  the  opinions  of  the  various 
Local  Bodies  vmch  ha,ye  to  administer 
the  money.  Having  taken  such  mea- 
sures to  secure  this  opinion  as  were 
open  to  us,  we  believe  that  in  deter- 
mining the  allocation  of  the  money  we 
have  fixed  upon  a  plan  which  generally, 
and  speaking  broadly,  meets  with  the 
approval  of  the  people  of  Scotland. 

Db.  GLABK  rose  to  address  the 
^onse  

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  already  spoken. 
,  Mb.  HUNTEB  (Aberdeen,  N.): 
There  is  one  concession  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Soath  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
^r^oe)  has  not  referred.  I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  public  attention  should 
pe  drawn  to  it,  because  it  certainly  is 
;the  most  important  concession  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  the  Government 
byouroppositiontothisBill.  As  this  Bill 
was  introduced,  it  proposed  to  give 
£100,000  per  year  to  the  County  andthe. 
^owu  Councils  in  relief  of  local  rates, 
^ow,  as  the  Bill  leaves  the  House, 
discretion  is  given  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities to  apply  the  money,  not  in  relief 
of  local  rates  at  all,  but  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  obligations  which  they 
may  now  incur,  and  also  for  any 
scheme  of  public  utility  framed  by 
them,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  That  is  an 
important  concession,  because  this  is  a 
£iU  for  the  relief  of  local  rates. 
It  is  a  Bill  which  places  the  money 
absolotely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Town 
and  County  Gooncils ;  they  may  apply 
the  money  to  technical  education,  oon- 
tinnation  schools,  public  libraries,  or 
for  any  object  of  public  utility  which 
nay  he  sanctioned  by  tiie  Secretary 
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for  Scotland.  I  also  regard  the  con- 
cession as  important,  because  if  the 
working  classes  allow  this  money  to  be 
used  in  the  relief  of  the  richer  classes, 
then  tlie  blame  yriU  fall  upon  them  and 
not  upon  ns.  I  re^t  that  while  the 
Bill  nas  been  unproved  in  this 
direction,  the  Government  have  missed 
the  opportunity  of  removing  one  of  the 
greatest  blots  on  the  educational 
system  in  Scotland.  They  have  given 
ninety  thousand  pounds  per  year  for 
higher  education;  but  they  have  so 
done  it  as  to  make  that  education 
S3^onymou8  with  the  education  of  the 
richer  class.  It  was  in  their  power, 
by  applying  the  fifty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  rate,  to  supply 
the  people  of  Scotland  with  a  sum — 
insufficient,  I  agree,  yet  far  from  con- 
temptible, for  the  creation  of  bursaries 
and  exhibitions,  which  would  enable 
a  large  number  of  the  sons  of  working 
men  to  reap  the  advantage  to  the 
extent  of  secondary  and  University 
education.  I  regret  very  much  that 
the  Universities  in  Scotland  are  no 
longer  the  Universities  of  the 
poor  to  the  extent  they  used  to  be. 
The  tradition  that  the  Scotch  Uni- 
versities were  open  to  the  sons  of 
working  men  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
becoming  more  of  a  tradition  than  a 
reality,  and  that  is  due  to  the  simple 
fact  that  in  former  days  the  distance 
between  the  elementary  schools  and 
the  Universities  was  not  so  great  as  to 
prevent  a  considerable  number  of  boys 
passing  from  elementary  schools  to  the 
Universities.  But  owing  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  standard  M  the  Universities* 
an  improvement  which  I  heartily 
approve  of,  that  distance  can  only  be 
bridged  over  by  four  or  five  years* 
education  in  a  secondary  school.  How 
are  sons  of  working  men  to  go  to  these 
secondary  schools,  the  fees  of  which 
are  enormously  increased?  When  X 
was  at  the  Grammar  School  at  Aber- 
deen the  fees  were  10s.  a  quarter,  a 
sum  which  an  ordinary  working  man 
wonld  have  no  difficulty  in  providing. 
And  when  I  look  back  I  find  that  it  is 
not  the  bOTB  who  came  well  dressed 
from  the  West  End  of  Aberdeen  who 
have  most  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  world,  but  the  boys  who  came 
with  patched  trousers.  Now,  Sir,  if 
we  are  to  retain  the  old  traditions  of 
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the  Sootoh  UniveraitieB,  and  to  keep  the 
doors  of  these  seats  of  leanting  opm  to 
the  poorest  class,  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  a  very  large  snm  should 
be  expended  in  providing  exhibitions 
and  bursaries -to  enable  them  to  attend 
the  secondary  schools.  When  I  tested 
the  opinion  of  this  House  on  this 
question,  I  was  happy  to  find  that  I 
was  supported  by  a  majority  of  Scotch 
Members.  We  were,  however,  over- 
ruled by  an  English  majority.  I  think 
that  is  very  hi^  lines.  After  having 
expended  their  own  money  in  their 
own  way,  sorely  Ei^lish  Members 
might  have  abstained  m>m  interfering 
and  frustrating  the  desires — and  what 
I  am  sure  no  one  will  deny  are  most 
■laudable  desires — of  the  majority  of 
the  Scotch  Members.  And  what  makes 
it  all  the  more  cruel  is  that  this 
£50,000  a  year  which  is  given 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  rates 
will  only  to  an  unappreciable  extent 
find  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the 
working  classes.  The  630,000  persons 
in  ScouiBbnd  who  live  in  a  house  under 
£15  rental  will  get  only  £1,442  out  of 
this  £60,000;  whereas  if  this  money 
had  been  applied  in  the  remission  of 
the  duties  on  tea,  or  of  other  taxes 
which  press  with  equal  severity  on  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  this  same  class  of 
people,  instead  of  receiving  only 
£1,443.  would  have  got  £40,000.  But 
by  this  ingenious  plan — which  has  been 
■patented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer— of  raising  money  by  taxes  on 
commodities  and  distributing  it  for  the 
relief  of  the  rates,  £40,000  is  kept  out 
of  the  pockets  of  eighty  per  cent,  of 
the  occupiers  of  Scotland.  Out  of  the 
remaining  £40,000  the  sum  of  £25,000 
goes  into  the  pockets  of  owners  of  pro- 
perty, and  £15,000  into  the  pockets  of 
the  richer  ratepayers — those  with  a 
rental  of  over  £50  a  year.  Now,  Sir, 
chis  Bill  is  the  crowning  edifice  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  During 
the  short  time  he  has  held  office  he  has 
increased  the  grants  in  aid  in  Scotland 
from  £300,000  to  a  million.  I  will  let 
the  House  into  the  secret  why  money 
is  raised  on  this  lavish  scale  by  Im- 
perial taxation,  to  be  expended  in  the 
relief  of  rates  in  Scotland.  If  this 
million  of  money  were  applied  in  the 
remission  of  taxation,  how  would  the 
iuatter  stand?  Why,  eighty  per  cent. 


of  the  occupiers  in  Seotland  would  re- 
ceive a  benefit  which  could  be  hardly 
less  than  three-quarters  of  a  million. 

How  much  do  they  receive  by  the 
relief  of  rates  ?  £80,000  only,  so  that 
the  working  classes,  and  all  those 
whose  rental  is  under  £15,  lose  annu- 
ally by  this  operation  £670,000,  of 
which  half  a  million  goes  straight 
into  the  pockets  of  the  owners  of 
landed  property,  and  £170,000  to  those 
ratepayers  whose  rental  is  in  excess  of 
£48  a  year.  In  other  words,  the 
money  miioli  is  now  being  expended  in 
local  taxation  in  Scotland  gives  a  relief 
of  half  a  crown  to  eighty  per  cent,  of 
the  population  ;  but  if  it  had  been  ap- 
plied in  remission  of  taxes — in  giving  eL 
free  breakfast  table,  and  in  reducing 
the  tax  on  tobacco — these  same  people, 
instead  of  receiving  half  a  crown  by 
way  of  relief  in  rates,  would  have 
benefited  to  the  extent  of  248.  in  the 
relief  of  taxation.  By  this  mesma 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Scotland 
lose — less  perhaps,  certainly  not  mcnre, 
than  one-tenth  of  the  population  of 
Scotland  gain.  Now,  Sir,  mat  is  the 
crowning  of  the  edifice.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  may  boast  that 
he  has  done  for  the  Tory  Party  what 
the  Tory  Party  never  had  the  wit  to 
do  for  themselves — that  whereas  he 
found  this  system  of  grants  in  aid,  thib 
ingenious  system  of  robbing  the  poor 
man  in  order  to  increase  the  riches  of 
the  rich,  at  the  moderate  figure  of 
£300,000  a  year,  he  has  raised  it  to 
more  than  a  million  a  year.  And  on 
the  epitaph  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man may  be  inscribed  the  fact  that 
never  was  any  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer so  ingenious  as  he  in  the  art  of 
fleecing  the  poor  and  adding  to  the 
luxuries  of  the  rich. 
*Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
I  only  rise  to  protest  against  the  doc- 
trine put  forward  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  effect  that  in  a 
matter  of  tlus  kind  Local  Bodies,  such 
as  Town  Councils  or  Parochial  Boards, 
are  to  be  considered  as  rqnresentii^  the 
opinion  of  Scotland  more  than  the 
Parliamentary  Bepresentatives  of  that 
Kingdom.  Both  on  constitutional 
grounds  and  grounds  of  fact,  I  think 
that  is  a  mistake.  The  Town  Councils 
and  Parochial  Boards  are  not  elected 
for  the  purpose  of  representing  the 

Digitized  by 


935  Bwgh  Police  and  Health  {COMMONS} 


{Scotland)  BUI. 


936 


people  of  Scotland  on  such  a  matter  as 
this.  They  are  elected  on  totally  dif- 
ferent grounds,  and  on  the  question  as 
to  whether  this  money  should  be  given 
for  the  relief  of  rates  or  for  the  en- 
couragement of  education  they  have 
no  authority  to  speak,  and  to  attempt 
to  set  aside  the  opinion  of  the  Scotch 
Bepresentatives  in  favour  of  the  opinion 
of  these  bodies  is,  I  venture  to  say,  in- 
sulting to  Parliamentary  institutions  and 
inconsistent  with  the  real  facts  of  the 
situation.  None  of  these  Parochial 
Boards  or  Town  Councils  have  been 
elected  within  the  time  that  this 
subject  has  become  a  matter  of  public 
.consideration  in  Scotland,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  state  in  my  place  here,  with  a 
full  sense  of  my  responsibility,  more 
especially  as  I  shall  soon  lUkve  to 
meet  my  conBtitnents,  that  they^ — and 
th^  are  a  ffur  specimen  of  the  people 
of  Scotland — are  entirely  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  supporters  in  the  way  that  has 
been  so  weU  and  so  truly  and  statisti- 
cally, if  so  repeatedly,  described  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  Fnend  the  Member 
for  North  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter). 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BURGH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOX- 
LAKD)  BILL.— (No.  23a) 
OOUKITTEB.   [Progress  17th  May.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  383. 

Me.  BAECLAY  (Forfarshire) :  The 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name, 
and  which  I  now  rise  to  propose,  is  that 
the  words  "in  equal  proportion"  be 
added  after  the  word  "  assess,"  in  page 
134,  line  23.  The  object  of  the  pro- 
posal is  that  the  rates  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  the  occupiers  and 
owners  of  property  in  the  bu^hs. 
I  move  this  Amendment,  not  only 
upon  its  own  merits,  but  also  upon 
the  precedents  which  Parliament  has 
established  in  regard  to  such  matters. 
Daring  the  last  twenty  years  the  rates 
that  hava  been  imposed  in  Sc(^land  hy 
Parliament  have  been  uniformly  divided 
between  the  owners  and  occupiers. 
Several  days  have  now  elapsed  since 
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this  question  was  mooted  in  the  Houbs, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  people  of 
Scotlimd  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  views  upon  it.  The 
Town  Council  of  Glasgow  has,  by  a 
majority  of  two  to  one,  voted  in  favour  ot 
it,  and  every  burgh  in  my  own  con- 
stituency is,  I  believe,  also  in  favour  <d 
the  Amendment  which  I  now  eobmit 
to  the  House ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
gather,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole 
of  Scotland,  generally  speaking, 
approves  of  it.  ^at  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  when  the  police  bui^hs  have 
the  opportimity  of  rating  under  di£ferent 
Acts  they  prefer  those  which  give  them 
the  power  to  divide  the  rate  between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenuit.  I  do  not 
think  the  Lord  Advocate  opposes  this 
{proposal  on  its  merits ;  I  oelieve  he 
will  say  that  this  is  not  an  opportune 
time  fordealing  with  thequestion.  Bnt 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  exactly  the 
time  for  dealing  with  it.  This  Bill  is 
intended  to  replace  the  Bill  passed  in 
1862,  under  which  the  whole  of  the 
taxes  have  been  placed  upon  the 
occupiers.  Since  1862  the  House  of 
Commons  has  frequently  given  expres- 
sion to  its  opinion  on  this  (question,  and 
on  every  occasion  its  decision  has  been 
in  favour  of  the  rates  being  divided 
between  the  occupier  and  the  owner. 
I  contend,  therefore,  that  this  is  the 
proper  time  for  fixing  the  incidence  of 
taxation  under  this  Bill ;  because  if  it  is 
allowed  to  pass  now  without  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Amendment,  there  is  every 
probability  that  the  question  will  not 
again  be  dealt  with  for  an  indefinite 
time.  For  these  reasons  I  urge  the 
favourable  consideration  of  this  Amrad- 
ment  upon  the  Government. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  134, 
line  23,  after  the  word  "assess,"  to 
insert  the  words  "in  equal  propor- 
tion."— (Mr.  Barclay.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  insert^." 

Db.  CLABK  (Caithness) :  I  suppose 
we  are  going  to  be  opposed  on  this 
point  by  the  Government,  althou^  the 
other  day  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  at  a  public  meeting  stated 
that  the  division  of  the  rate  Between 
the  owner  and  ocpupier  was  as  much 
the  object  of  the  Unionists  as  of  the 
Gladstonians.     If    the    right  hon. 
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Gentleman  was  eorreotly  reported,  I 
take  it  that  the  other  side  of  the  Hoase 
are  in  full  agreement  with  us  on  this 
matter.  The  only  question,  therefore, 
that  remains  is  whether  this  is  the  proper 
time  to  deal  with  it.  This  BUI  has 
been  before  the  House  for  nine  years, 
and  we  hope  to  see  it  passed  before  the 
termination  of  this  Session ;  and  if  the 
Government  are  as  anxious  as  we  are 
to  efEsot  a  ^vision  of  the  rates, 
now  is  their  opportunity.  I  should 
like  to  hear  some  reason  given  by  the 
Ziord  Advocate  for  not  accepting  the 
Amendment. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Sir  C.  J. 
Fbabson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  The  only  reason  why  I 
did  not  reply  at  once  is  that  I  have  on 
previous  occasions  expressed  my  views 
on  this  question  when  it  has  been 
brought  forward.  I  have,  however, 
no  objection  to  remind  hon.  Uembcors 
of  what  I  then  said.  This  Bill  preserves 
tile  ttahts  quo  as  to  assessment,  and 
therefore  it  is  vain  for  hon.  Members 
to  say  that  we  are  proposing  by  it  to 
do  anything  contrary  to  the  existing 
law  in  Scotland  with  regard  to  the 
general  assessment  for  police  burghs. 
The  lines  upon  which  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeds are  those  of  the  police  assess- 
ment as  laid  down  in  the  Police 
Act  of  1862,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  only  bur^  which  has  been 
mentioned  aa  having  come  to  any 
adverse  conclusion  is  a  burgh  to  which 
tiiie  Act  does  not  apply.  I  received 
only  to-day  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
burghs  situated  in  the  county  the  hon. 
Member  represents — the  Burgh  of 
Arbroath  —  urging  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  delayed  for  a  moment  by 
this  question.  That,  I  think,  justifies 
me  in  saying  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
nuse  this  whole  question  at  the  present 
time,  as  it  would  be  impassible  to  deal 
with  it  in  the  ^veeent  Parliament.  The 
analogy  of  recent  legislation  with  regard 
to  counties  entirely  fails  unless  a 
great  deal  is  added  to  the  Amend- 
ment. Let  me  remind  the  Committee 
that  so  far  as  the  owners  are  assessed 
in  counties,  they  have  representation 
upon  the  assessing  bodies  quite  different 
irom  that  in  the  assessing  bodies  in 
towns.  Another  difference  that  sug- 
gests itself  is  that  the  police  in  bui^hs 


are  in  a  different  situation  from  the 
police  in  counties,  the  benefit  being 
much  more  directly  in  favour  of  the 
occupiers  in  burghs  than  in  the  counties. 
On  all  these  grounds  the  Government 
do  not  see  their  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  and  I  am  in  hope  the 
hon.  Member  will  not  press  it. 

Db.  CLABK  :  It  is  evident  from  the 
^>eech  of  the  Lord  Advocate  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  holds  dif- 
ferent views  from  himself.  If  the 
status  quo  had  been  maintained  by  the 
Bill  I  should  not  have  minded 
so  much,  but  you  are  relieving 
the  landlords  of  their  liabilities. 
The  change  will  not  be  made, 
because  the  late  Lord  Advocate,  who 
gave  a  binding  pledge  on  the  subject,  is 
not  here,  and  the  present  Lord  Advocate 
takes  a  di&rent  line.  The  position 
now  is  that  we  are  not  going  to  have 
the  changes  that  we  desire,  and  we  are 
going  to  retain  things  as  they  are, 
although  all  the  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  this  Bill  have  been  made  in 
favour  of  owners.  This  policy  of  the 
Government  will  assuredly  help  us 
during  the  General  Election,  and  I 
hope  ray  hon.  Friend  will  press  this 
matter  to  a  Division  in  order  to  show 
what  the  Scotch  Members  think. 

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.): 
The  Lord  Advocate  hoB  given  two 
reasons  why  we  should  not  have 
this  division  of  rates  in  the  burghs. 
In  the  first  place,  he  sajs  it  is 
because  of  the  stattis  quo,  which  is  not 
to  be  altered.  It  is  precisely  thAt  status 
quo  to  which  we  object  and  which 
we  say  should  be  altered.  Then  he 
says  that  if  we  were  to  alter  the  status 
quo,  so  as  to  do  more  justice  to  the 
burghs,  the  Bill  would  not  pass.  How 
does  he  know  that  the  Bill  is  going  to 
pass  ?  My  own  impression  is  that  if 
the  Government  would  make  the 
changes  we  de£^  it  would  very  much 
facilitate  the  chances  of  the  Bill 
passing.  I  am  not  at  all  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  people  who  have  written 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  think 
this  is  a  bad  Bill,  and  I  would  rather 
that  the  Bill  were  lost  than  that  it 
should  be  carried  without  amendment. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  dis- 
covered a  new  argument.  He  says 
that  the  functions  of  the  police  in  the 
burghs  are  different  from  the  functions 
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of  the  police  in  the  counties.  That 
is  a  somewhat  delicate  subject 
fear  a  Tory  Lord  Advocate  to  enter 
upon,  and  I  was  not  surprised  to 
that  he  clothes  his  statement  in  am- 
biguous language.  I  fully  admit  that 
there  is  a  great  difference.  In  the 
burghs  the  police  are  employed  for  the 
protection  of  persone  and  property ;  in 
the  counties  they  are  employed  as  pre- 
servers of  game  and  to  catch  poachers. 
That  is,  to  m^mind.awork  of  superero- 
gation, and  IS  no  part  of  legitimate 
policeduty,andwe  say  that  thatciroam- 
stanoe  ou^t  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  determuung  who  shall  pay  the  rate. 
If  we  lose  this  opportonity  of  dealing 
with  the  question  no  one  knows  when 
another  may  arrive,  and  I  tell  the 
Government  it  will  be  vain  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  go  to 
the  country  and  say  that  he  is  in  favour 
of  equal  division  of  the  rates  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  when  in  two  or 
three  minutes  the  Government  Whips 
will  be  sending  Members  into  the  Tory 
Lobby  to  vote  against  the  equal  divi- 
sion. This  is  all  we  more  unjustifiable, 
because  we  are  only  asking  that  the 
burghs  may  be  put  in  the  same  position 
as  the  counties  were  placed  by  a  Con- 
servative Government.  If  now  they 
obstinately  refuse  to  adopt  this  Amend- 
ment they  must  not  be  suiprised  if 
the  electorate  judges  them  by  their 
deeds  rather  thfm  by  their  language. 
Question  put. 

(6.10.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  67 ;  Noes  131.— Lis**  No. 
184.) 

(6.16.)  Db.  CLABE  :  The  next 
Amendment  that  stands  in  ray  name  is 
intended  to  place  one-half  of  the  rates 
upon  the  owners.  This  is  a  different 
Amendment  from  the  one  just  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
(Mr.  Barclay),  because  it  provides  for 
the  paying  of  the  rates  whether  the 
memises  are  occupied  or  unoccupied. 
Unoccupied  houses  require  to  be 
watched,  Ac.,  and  yet  at  present  they 
do  not  contribute  one  farthing  to  the 
rates.  The  system  in  London  is  that 
the  owner  pays  half  the  rates  and  the 
occupier  the  other  half,  and  thus  when 
the  houses  are  empty  the  authorities 
get  something  to  recoup  them  ior  what 
they  are  obliged  to  spend. 

Mr,  Hunter 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  134, 
line  23,  after  the  word  "buzgh,"  to 
insert  the  words  "and  owners  of  nn- 
occupied  lands  and  premises  within  the 

burgh."— (i>r,  ClarL) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

•(6.18.)  Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON:  Ifc 
is  quite  true  that  this  Amendment  has 
not  been  disposed  of,  but  it  differs  very 
little  in  principle  from  the  one  on 
which  we  divided  just  now.  The  law 
as  it  at  present  stands  is  that  the 
owner  shall  not  bear  any  part  of  the 
rates  for  unoccupied  premises.  As 
owner  he  is  exempt,  and  tbe  reason  is 
that  the  basis  of  the  assessment  ia 
occupied  property.  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, accept  thie  Amendment,  because  it 
is  inconsistent  with  the  presoit  basis 
of  assessment. 

Mb.  BABCLAT:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  no  reason  why 
the  basis  of  the  assessment  should 
not  be  altered.  A  number  of  changes 
have  been  made  by  this  Bill ;  bat  they 
are  all  for  the  ben^t  of  the  owner,  ana 
none  for  the  benefit  of  the  occupier. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
Bollox)  :  The  Government  always 
refuse  to  consider  alterations  that 
are  submitted  in  favour  of  the  occu- 
piers, and  you  can  hardly  wonder 
that  the  people  in  Scotland  look 
upon  them  as  a  Government  of 
landlords.  I  fail  to  see  any  reason 
why  the  Government  should  not  alter 
the  assessment  basis,  so  as  to  divide  tiie 
rates  equally  between  the  owners  and 
occupier. 

The  CHAIBMAN  (Mr.  CouBTumr* 
Cornwall,  Bodmin) :  Order,  order  t 
That  is  not  the  point  raised  by  this 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

(6.21.)  Db.  CLABE:  The  object  of 
the  next  Amendment  is  to  bring  Veu 
Duties  under  assessment  for  looai  pur- 
poses. Those  duties  now  escape  taxa- 
tion idtogether.  The  latter  pcwtion  oi 
the  Amendment  deals  with  another 
class  of  property,  and  it  proposes  that 
this  class  shall  be  assessed  at  not 
ceeding  four  shiUings  in  the  pound  on 
four  per  cent,  of  the  capital  vuue  of  the 
said  land.  A  few  minutes  ago  the 
Lord  Advocate  repudiated  the  Ghaik- 
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oellor  of  the  Exchequer  vrhen  he  de- 
olured  that  his  right  hon.  Colleague  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Union- 
ists were  in  favour  of  emialising  the 
rates.  Now,  he  may  repudiate  a  more 
important  Member  of  the  Govem- 
pient,  the  Marquess  of  SaUsbury. 
The  Prime  Minister  was  a  Member  of 
the  Committee,  several  years  ago,  on 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes, 
and  he  attached  a  special  Memorandum 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  in 
which  he  recommended  the  proposal 
which  I  now  making — tluit  is,  to 
have  taxati(ni  of  capital  valne.  The 
present  basis  of  taxation  is  annual 
value,  but  that  means  anything.  I  am 
taxed  for  my  little  house  in  London  at 
a  much  higher  rate  than  the  large 
oastles.  What  we  want  .to  get  is 
what  Lord  Salisbury  thought  a  fair 
method  of  taxation.  He  recommended 
fonr  per  cent.,  and  I  advise  that ;  and 
the  only  point  on  which  I  go  further 
than  Lord  Salisbury  is  that  I  would 
allow  the  owner  to  declare  what  is  the 
isapital  value,  and  the  capital  value 
must  surely  be  heat  known  to  the 
owner.  Of  course,  as  everyone  knows, 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
agricultural  value  and  the  feu  valne ; 
and  if  the  landlord  has  declared  the 
af^cultural  value,  it  would  be  open  to 
tl^  Local  Authority  to  purchase  the 
holding  at  the  value  declared  by  the 
owner,  and  thus  secure  for  the  rate- 
payers the  difference  between  the  agri- 
cultural and  the  feu  value.  At  present 
the  Feu  Duties  entirely  escape  tfucation. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  136,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  add 
the  words — "The  Commissionera  shall  also 
asMM  all  feu  duties  or  ground  rents,  and  all 
owners  of  land  within  toe  bm^fa.  The  owners 
of  feu  duties  or  ground  rants  shall  par  an 
Hsessment  not  exceeding  four  shillings  in  the 
pound  on  the  feu  duties  and  ground  rents  re- 
ceived by  tiiem  for  all  land  within  the 
bnt^h. 

The  owners  of  unfeued  land,  or  land 
occupied  for  agricultural  or  other  purposes, 
ahall  pay  an  aBBestineat  not  exceeding  four 
■hilliiws  In  the  pound  on  four  per  cent  of  the 
oapltal  valne  of  the  uiA  land.  If  any  differ- 
ence ahould  arise  as  to  the  capital  value  of 
the  said  land,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land 
shall  fix  and  determine  the  said  capital  Talue, 
anditahallbelawfiil  for  the  Commissioners 
at  any  time,  on  giving  ifix  months'  notioe  to 
the  owner  or  owners,  to  take  possession  of 
the  said  land  on  payment  to  tbe  owner  or 
owners  of  the  capita  value  fixed  and  deter- 
mined  by  him  or  them."— -(Z>r.  Clark,') 


Question    proposed,   "That  thoe» 
words  be  there  added. 

*(6.27.)  Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON :  Thia 
is  a  very  wide  question,  and  onewhich^ 
in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  quite  im- 
possible to  discuss  at  this  time.  We 
are  now  merely  dealing  with  a-  Police 
Bill,  and  the  hon.  Member  has  raised  a 
question  which  could  only  be  properly  in- 
troduced in  a  large  measure  dealing  with 
assessments  generally.  The  first  part 
of  the  Amendment,  with  respect  to  the 
taxation  of  feu  duties  and  groimd  rents, 
is  charged  with  fallacy.  It  is  fallacioaa . 
to  say  that  feu  duties  escape  taxation  at 
the  present  moment.  That  question  was 
oar^ully  considered  in  the  Town  Hold- 
ings Committee,  and  the  fallacies  were 
so  obvious  that  I  do  not  think  a  single 
Member  of  the  Committee  which  con- 
sidered the  matter  was  of  opinion  that 
they  escaped  taxation,  or  that  in  touch- 
ing them  you  would  touch  a  new  source 
of  revenue.  The  fact  that  they  escape 
direct  taxation  does  not  prove  that 
they  escape  altogether.  This  Amend- 
ment would  alter  the  whole  basis  not 
only  of  taxation,  but  also  of  valuation,, 
and  it  is  one  which  the  Government 
cannot  accept.  With  respect'  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Amendment,  it  ia 
apparently  hopeless  to  convince  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  proposal  is  not' 
legitimate.  What  the  Amendment 
means,  or  how  it  could  be  carried  out,. 
I  do  not  know.  I  know  what  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  is,  but  his- 
proposal  would  be  an  impossible  ex- 
crescence upon  a  PoUce  BiU.  To  say 
that  the  owners  of  nnfeued  land  in  the 
burghs  should  be  taxed  on  capital  value 
is  opposed  entirely  to  the  whole  valua- 
tion sjrstem ;  and  if  it  is  considered  at 
all,  it  must  be  on  a  large  measmre 
dealing  with  the  system  of  valua- 
tion, and  not  on  a  measure 
for  the  regulation  of  the  btu-ghs. 
The  proposal  that  the  valuation  shoulcl 
be  by  the  owner  himself  may  or  may 
not  be  a  good  one,  and  may  or  may  not 
be  feasible ;  but  it  would  be  introducing 
a  new  principle  of  taxation  into  the 
Bill,  and  on  that  ground  alone  I  can- 
not agree  to  it. 

Mb.  CALDWELL :  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate foi^ets  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  introduced  a  new  principle 
of  taxation  when  he  made  the  granta 
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in  aid  of  local  taxation.  Looal  rates 
were  levied  on  rait  alone ;  but  now 
those  who  contribute  to  Imperial  taxa- 
tion contribute  to  local  rates.  The 
working  classes,  therefore,  contribute 
to  local  rates  far  and  above  the  rates 
on  their  rental,  and  it  is  only  fair  that 
other  persons  should  be  asked  to  con- 
tribute also.  In  Glasgow  the  value 
cf  feu  duties  has  increased  enor- 
mously during  the  last  fifty  years, 
owing  to  the  increased  prosperity  of 
the  City,  brought  about  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  uwal  rates.  We  are, 
ther^ore,  entitled  to  ask  that  owners 
of  feu  duties  and  ground  rents,  who 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  increased  pro- 
-sperity  of  the  City,  brought  about 
by  the  expenditure  of  local  rates, 
should  contribute  towards  those  rates. 
The  proposal  is  that  you  should  not  tax 
them  above  four  shilUngs ;  but  in  fifty 
jearB  the  feu  duties  have  increased  in 
Talue  more  than  the  capitalised  value 
of  four  shiUings,  so  that  you  will 
simply  be  taxing  the  increased  value 

f'lven  by  the  conunonity.  Besides,  feu 
uties  are  heritable  ]»upert^,  and  it  is 
more  legitimate  to  tax  heritable  pro- 
perty than  to  tax  individuals. 

(6.35.)  De.  CLABK:  I  shaU,  of 
oourse,  press  this  to  a  Division.  i?his 
is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had  of 
oarrying  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commission  on  the  Housing  of  the 
'Working  Glasses,  the  opinion  of  which 
is  of  more'  value  than  that  of  a 
Select  Committee.  I  am  tmng  to  put 
into  legislation  what  the  Commission 
recommended,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
see  if  hon.  Members  are  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  the  Commission,  or  think 
the  recommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sion too  revolutionary. 

Question  pat. 

(6.40.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  66;  Noes  124.— (Div.  List,  No. 
185.)  f 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  388. 

Db.  CLABK :  I  hope  this  is  one  of 
my  Amendments  which  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  accept.  Under  the  law 
AS  it  stands,  when  a  house  is  let  for  less 
than  twelve  months  the  owner  can  be 
taxed  for  that  period.  The  Bill  changes 
that,  and  provides   that  where  an 

Mr,  CMoell 


occupier  takes  a  house  for,  say,  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year,  the  previous 
occupier  having  gone  without  paying 
his  rates,  the  former  shall  be  liable  f<nr 
the  rates  for  the  whole  year.  I  want 
to  hear  some  reason  for  this  change. 
At  present  the  owner  is  responsible, 
and  that  is  the  best  way,  when  the 
house  is  let  for  less  than  twelve  months 
and  he  can  arrange  to  cover  it  in  the 
rent.  To  say  that  an  occupier  should 
pay  not  only  his  own  but  the  previous 
occupier's  rates  is  absurd.  My  Amend- 
ment is  to  leave  the  law  as  it  is  at 

Present,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
'oUoe  Act  of  1862. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  pag«  138,  line  20,  to  leave  oat  tnm  the 
word  "  and,"  to  the  word  "  year^"  in  line  21. 
tai  ioBert  '*ibe  owner  of  mo  utd  lutdi  ana 
premises."— (Z>r.  ClOnfc.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

?roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
llause." 

Mb.   McDonald  camebon 

(Wiok,  &o.) :  I  desire  to  support  the 
Amendment,  as  I  think  it  is  hard  that 
a  new-comer  should  be  ohai^;ed  with 
the  unpaid  rates  of  his  predecessor.  I 
think  the  Amendment  is  a  fair  one 
under  the  circumstances.  The  landlord 
you  have  always  with  you,  but  you  are 
never  certain  of  the  tenant.  It  is  the 
landlord  who  derives  all  the  benefit  from 
the  property,  and  he  should  be  respon- 
sible to  the  locality  for  the  rates. 

Mb.  BABCLAY  :  The  clause  will 
lead  to  serious  grieranoe  if  a  man  who 
comes  into  a  house  for  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year  has  to  pay  for  the 
whole  year.  I  have  an  Amendment 
dealing  with  the  question,  and  I  pro- 
pose that  the  tenant  shall  only  be 
charged  a  proportion  of  the  rates  corre- 
sponding with  his  occupancy,  leaving 
the  PoUce  Commissioners  to  recover 
the  remainder  from  the  previous 
occupier.  Thus  the  new  tenant  will 
only  be  responsible  for  his  own  tenancy. 
*SiB  C.  f.  FEABSON  :  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  is  under  some  misappre- 
hension as  to  the  effect  of  the  clause. 
This  is  one  of  the  Amendments  which 
were  discussed  in  Committee  upstairs, 
and  I  cannot  find  that  the  clause  was 
passed  as  it  stands  otherwise  than 
unanimously.  It  would  be  a  serious 
thing  to  alter  the  clause  in  the  way 
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proposed  unless  some  substantial  reason 
could  be  ^ren  for  doing  so.  The  pre- 
sent law  IB  that  the  occupier  is  bound 
to  pay  his  aBsessments,  but  if  he 
fails  to  do  so,  the  law  says  in  such  a 
case  the  owner  shall  be  liable.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hen.  Member  is  that  the  owner 
and  not  the  occupier  should  be  liable. 
The  way  the  clause  works  out,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  that  where  premises 
are  let  for  less  than  one  year  the  occu- 
pier is  personally  assessed ;  but  if  he 
cannot  be  found  the  owner  has  to  pay. 
This  is  merely  a  power  given  to  the 
Commissioners,  wl^n  the  oooupiffir  can- 
not be  disooTCored.  When  a  new  occu- 
pier comes  in,  and  is  found  in  posBession 
at  the  moment  of  assessment,  it  seems 
hard  that  he  should  have  to  pay  for 
his  predecessor ;  but  that  is  just  one 
of  those  things  which  the  occupier  who 
comes  in  will  look  to  when  the  law 
is  known.  The  Select  Committee 
have  settled  this  clause,  and  I  think 
we  should  be  incurring  a  great  respon- 
sibility if,  without  a  grave  reason,  vre 
set  aside  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Mb.  nUNTEB :  This  clause  involves 
a  principle  which  many  Water  Com- 
panies have  tried  to  get  into  their  Acts 
— namely,  to  make  one  man  pay  another 
man's  debt.  That  is  monstrous;  to 
make  the  innocent  occupier  liable. 
The  Lord  Advocate  said  that  when 
the  law  becomes  known  a  new  occu- 
pier wiU  refuse  to  enter  on  premises 
until  he  has  seen  the  receipts  for  the 
rates  of  the  other  tenant.  When  will 
the  law  become  known  ?  Did  one  ever 
listen  to  such  insensate  nonsense  ?  At 
the  end  of  ten  or  twenty  years  you  will 
not  find  one  lawyer  in  a  hundred 
who  will  be  aware  of  the  clause.  It  is 
a  maxim  of  law  that  everybody  knows 
the  law.  But  how  do  we  know  the 
law?  By  exercising  our  common 
sense  and  our  sense  of  common 
honesty.  No  one  would  imagine  that 
a  person  taking  premises  at  the  end  of 
a  year  would  have  to  pay  the  rates 
wmoh  the  previous  tenant  had  gone 
away  without  paying.  That  is  against 
common  sense,  and  should  not  be 
sanctioned  by  the  House.  It  is  incon* 
sistent  with  the  ordinary  transaction  of 
business  that  any  human  being  taking 
a  house  should  be  called  upon  to  in- 
qoire  into  the  debts  of  his  predecessor. 


and  whether  or  not  he  had  pud  hia 

rates. 

(7.0.)  Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  My 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
pressed  the  general  view  that  he  oonld 
not  depart  from  the  unanimous  finding^ 
of  the  Committee. 

Db.  CLABK  :  That  is  a  mistake. 
The  question  was  postponed  for  the 
general  rating  question.  Nothing  was 
done.  There  was  no  decision  at  all 
taken. 

Me.  BALFOUR:  My  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  was  not  a 
Member  of  the  Committee,  and  waa 
only  informed  of  the  fact.  However, 
I  confess  I  think  it  would  be  rather 
hard  if  the  incoming  tenant  should  have 
thrown  upon  him  all  the  debt  which 
his  predecessor  should  have  paid,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  best  way  out  of  that 
is  simply  to  tax  the  owner  and  leave 
him  without  any  remedy  against  the 
person  who  ought  to  have  paid  the 
debt.  The  person  who  ought  to  have 
paid  the  debt  is  the  outgoing  tenant^ 
and  the  person  who  is  made  to  pay 
according  to  the  Bill  is  the  incoming^ 
tenant.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  equity 
of  the  case  would  be  met  if  we  intra- 
duoed  words,  either  on  this  stage  or  on 
Report,  which  would  make  the  owner 
liable  for  the  debt  of  the  ex -tenant,  but 
with  a  remedy  against  the  ex-tenant. 
That,  I  think,  is  not  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member,  but  I  think  it  carries 
out  the  object  for  which  he  contends. 
My  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  will,, 
on  Report,  bring  up  words  to  carry 
out  that  object. 

(7.6.)  Db.  CLABE:  I  have  no 
objection  to  that  course  being  taken. 
This  is  a  very  important  point.  In 
Scotland  a  house  is  taken  from  Whit- 
suntide to  Whitsuntide.  A  tenant  may 
be  in  for  six  months  or  three  months,, 
and  then  bolt,  and  another  tenant 
comes  in,  and  at  Martinmas  the  rates 
for  the  year  must  be  paid  by  the  owner 
or  the  occupier  under  the  present  Act. 
The  consequence  is  that  under  the  Bill 
you  take  away  the  liability  from  the> 
owner  altogether.  A  man  may  come 
in  for  the  last  thrae  months  of  the  term 
and  pay  a  special  price  for  the  tenancy. 
Under  the  old  law  the  Burgh  Magis- 
trates could  go  against  him  or  the 
owner.  Generally  they  went  against 
the  owner ;  sometimes  they  did  not. 
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This  Bill  proposes  to  do  away  with  the 
right  of  going  against  the  owner,  and 
puts  the  burden  on  the  incoming  tenant. 
I  have  no  objection  to  postpone  the 
matter  till  the  Beport  stage,  on  the 
understanding  that  you  will  draft  a 
clause  on  the  lines  to  meet  both  eases, 
where  property  has  been  unlet,  and 
where  projperty  has  been  occupied,  but 
the  occupier  has  gone  away  without 
paying  rent  or  taxes. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  According  to  the 
Amendment  to  be  introduced,  each 
occupier  will  be  liable  for  the  time 
which  he  occupies,  and  for  that  time 
alone ;  and  where  the  occupier  makes 
ddbult  then  the  landlord  will  be 
liable. 

MB.BABCLAY:  If  the  Local  Autho- 
rities neglect  to  get  the  money  from  the 
previous  tenant  by  the  powers  they 
possess  then  it  is  their  own  fault,  and 
they  ought  to  suffer  for  it.  If  this 
Amendment  is  withdrawn,  I  shall  move 
A  subsequent  Amendment  whioh  deals 
with  this  matter. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Babclay,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 
Page  136,  line  22,  leave  out  the  words 
"  the  whole,"  and  insert  the  words  "  a 
proportion." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  136,  line  22,  to  leave  ont  from  the 
wwd  "  except,"  to  end  of  CImub,  and  insert 
"  etwrei^onaing  with  the  period  of  his 
•oocupmcy." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

(7.15.)  Sm  C.  3.  PEAKSON  :  These 
two  Amendmmts  put  together  meet 
.one  of  the  oases  raised  by  the  hon. 
<ientleman,  but  they  do  not  meet  the 
-other  case. 

Mb.  BABCLAY:  My  Amendment 
.meets  both  cases. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words,  "  corresponding  with  the 
period  of  his  occupancy/'  mserted. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Clabe,  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  was  agreed  to : — Page 
136,  line  24,  leave  out  from  "  assess- 
ment," to  end  of  clause. 

Mb.  BABCLAY:  I  beg  to  move 
in  page  137,  line  19,  after  "AotB." 

Dr.  Clark 


insert  "  or  under  *  The  Local  Govem- 
ment  (Scotland)  Act,  1889.'  "  This  is 
an  Amendment  which  I  believe  the 
Government  will  accept. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  137. 
line  19,  after  the  word  "Acts,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  or  under  '  The  Zx>cal 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889.'  " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  ageed  to. 

Thb  CHAIBMAN  :  Clause  401  is  not 
one  of  the  postponed  Clauses. 

Clause  402  agreed  to. 
Clause  403. 

{7.18.)  Mb.  HUNTEB:  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  the 
omissions  were  considered  ?  My  hon. 
Friend  (Dr.  Cameron),  who  had  an 
Amendment  down  to  leave  out  Clauses 
403  to  406  incluBtve,  is  not  here. 

Sib  C.  J.  PEABSON:  Yes,  they 
were  considered. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Glauses  404  to  406  agreed  to. 

Clause  415. 

(7.19.)  Sm  JOHN  KINLOCH 
(Perth,  E.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
147,  line  3,  after  Sub-seotion  (5),  add — 

(Amendment  of  B.  5  of  PaUie  Health 
(Scotland)  Aet,  1867,  r^nrdin^  spedal 
druMtge  and  water  supply  districts.) 
Where  any  parish  shall  be  partly  within 
and  partly  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  a  town 
council  and  of  police  commissioDers  or 
brosteei  and  of  a  parochial  board,  or  any  two 
or  more  of  such  bodies,  nod  the  fioard  of 
Snperriaion  shall  have  in  auoh  case  and  undw 
the  powers  of  ■*  The  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
A.ot,  1867,"  determined  that  the  parochial 
homrd  shall  be  the  local  authority  within  the 
whole  limits  of  such  parish,  and  the  parochial 
board  have  in  consequence  of  such  determin*' 
tion,  and  as  such  local  autborit^j  formed 
special  drainage  diatrletB  or  special  water 
supply  districts  prior  to  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  and  levied  assessments  in  respect  of  the 
same:  Be  it  enacted  that  if  and  whcuBevertlM 
Board  of  Supervision  shall  undw  the  powras 
aforesaid  and  after  the  passing  of  "UN 
Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889," 
recall  their  determinatioo,  and  the  police 
oommissiooers  of  any  police  bunh  shaO 
become  the  local  aothoriW  under  **  The  PubUe 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1867."  for  any  soeh 
special  district,  the  assessments  in  respeet  of 
toe  drainage  and  water  supply  shall  be  lerleA 
in  the  same  nuuiner  as  re^irds  the  liabili^ 
thereto  of  o  wners  and  occupiers  respeofeiveb  as 
they  were  before  the  reoaU  by  the  Boara  «( 
BupervirioB  of  tiwir  dMrminatioa  m 
afaPHsid." 
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The  object  of  this  new  olause  is  to 
remove  a  rating  grievance  which  fell 
on  the  burgh  of  Coupar  Angus  after 
tiie  passing  of  the  Local  Qovemmoit 
Sill.  It  was  the  only  police,  bur^  in 
Sootland  which  was  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion in  which  it  stands.  Before  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Government  Bill, 
the  local  authority  of  this  burgh  was 
the  Parochial  Board ;  and  the  Parochial 
Boards  in  Scotland  put  the  assessment 
half  on  the  occupier  and  half  on  the 
owner.  The  Parochial  Board  intro- 
duoed  new  drainage  and  water  schemes, 
and  the  assessment  was  put  half  on  the 
owner  and  half  on  the  occupier ;  but 
on  the  passing  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  the  Police  Commissioners 
became  the  local  authority,  and  the 
whole  of  the  assessment  was  put  upon 
the  owner. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  147, 
line  3,  after  sub-section  (5)  add : — 

(Amendmeotof  Section  5  of  PaUic  Health 
^coUaod)  Act,  1867,  regardiDg  special 
drainage  and  water  supply  diBtricts.) 
«(6.}  Where  any  parish  shall  be  partly 
within  and  partly  bieyond  the  jorisdiction  of 
a  town  council  and  of  police  commissioners  or 
tmatees  and  oE  a  parochial  board,  or  any 
two  or  nutre  ot  snoh  Dodiet,  and  the  Board  of 
Sopenition  shall  have  in  sadi  ewe  and  onder 
the  powers  ot  '  The  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1867,'  determined  that  the  paroohial 
board  shall  be  the  local  authority  within  the 
whole  limits  of  such  parish,  and  the  parochial 
board  have  in  consequence  of  sacJi  determtha- 
tion,  and  as  such  local  authority,  formed 
apedal  drainage  districts  or  special  water 
«^)ply  districts  prior  to  the  pasaiog  ot  this 
Act,  and  levied  assessments  in  respect  of  the 
same :  Be  it  enacted  tiiat  if  and  wheneTer 
the  Board  of  SnpervtsioD  shall  under  the 
powers  aforesaid  and  after  the  passing  of 
*  The  Looal  OoTemmant  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,' 
recall  their  determination,  and  the  police 
oommissioiim  of  anj  polioe  bnr]^  shall 
beoone  the  local  aaUuniW  noder '  The  Pablic 
Health  (Bootland)  Act,  1867,'  tor  any  such 
spedal  district,  the  asaetsments  inre^Mct  ot 
the  drainage  and  water  supply  shall  be  levied 
in  the  same  manner  as  re^rds  the  Kability 
thneto  of  owners  and  occupiers  respeotiTely 
as  they  were  before  the  recall  by  the  Board 
of  SaperrUoa  of  their  determination  as 
aforesaid."— Jo  An  Kinloch.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  aclded." 

*(7.21.)  Sib  G.  J.  PBABSON  :  This 
is  rather  a  di7  matter  of  detail.  When 
the  Local  Government  Act  <rf  1889  was 
discnsaed  in  this  House  in  the 
shape  of  a  Bill  the  matter  came  up 
for  discussion  as  to  whether  the  change 


that  was  made  in  the  Local  Authority 
should  carry  with  it  a  change  in  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  theretofore  been 
entered  into  in  reference  to  schemes 
under  the  Public  Health  Act ;  and  the 
limit  fixed  by  Parliament  at  that  time 
was  this — that  those  burghs  in  which 
schemes  had  been  carried  out  before 
the  date  appointed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  that  Act  should  be  in  one 
position,  and  those  in  which  they  bad 
not  should  be  in  another  position.  In 
order  to  clear  the  field,  if  I  may  say  so, 
for  the  application  oi  that  Act,  the 
Board  of  Supervision  recalled  aU  the 
determinations  made  theretofore  in 
reference  to  the  Local  Authorities  of 
the  areas  to  which  those  schemes 
applied  ;  and  the  rrault  of  that  was 
that  in  almost  all  the  cases  a  change 
took  place.  In  the  case  of  Coupar 
Angus,  the  scheme  was  not  within 
the  words  of  the  Act.  I  have  not 
heard  anything  to  lead  me  to  think 
that  if  what  the  hon.  Baronet  has  just 
said  had  been  stated  to  Parliament 
then  they  would  have  come  to  any 
different  conclusion  from  what  they  did; 
and,  therefore,  I  do  not  see  myself  that 
there  would  be  any  pro|niety  in 
accepting  an  Amendment  which  reaUy 
is  not  appropriate  to  the  Burgh 
Police  (Scotland)  Act,  but  an  Amend- 
ment of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  and  thus  altering  the  verdict 
come  to  on  the  Local  Government 
Bill  in  1889.  I  have  very  carefully 
considered  the  question  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  information  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  good  enough  to  give  me, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  see  sufficient 
reason  for  accepting  this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  422 

(7.22.)  DB.CLABE(forDr.GAicEBON, 
Glasgow,  College)  :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
page  150,  line  12,  after  "  Uable,"  insert 
"  on  conviction  before  the  Sheriff."  I 
think  these  are  very  serious  offences, 
and  the  penalties  should  not  be  imposed 
by  the  magistrates,  but  by  the  Sheriff 
Substitute,  who  is  a  trained  lawyer. 

Amendment  prop(»ed,  in  owe  l50, 
line  12,  after  the  word  "liable,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  on  conviction  before 
the  Sheriff:"— <i)r.  Clark.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

(7.23.)  Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I 
think  it  would  be  an  unfortunate  thing 
if  trial  for  these  offences  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  poUce  magistrates,  and 
laid  upon  the  over-burdened  shoulders 
of  the  Sheriff  Substitute.  Therefore,  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

(7.24.)  Db.  CLABK  :  I  will  not  press 
t  at  the  present  sta^e;  but  I  think 
that  persons  charged  with  these  serious 
offences  should  have  the  proteetion  of  a 
trained  lawyer,  and  should  not  have 
magistrates,  who  have  sometimes  been 
guilty  of  disgraceful  conduct  on  the 
Bench  in  Scotland,  trying  them. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Ghiase  agreed  to.  '* 

Clause  424. 

(7.26.)  Db.  CLARK  (for  Dr. 
Gauebon)  ;  I  beg  to  move,  in  page  168, 
Une  31,  leave  out  "  sixty,"  and  insert 
'*  six."  I  think  thisisanew  crime  and 
a  new  penalty ;  and  the  proposal  of  my 
hon.  ^end  is  to  limit  the  penalty 
to  thirty  days.  After  a  man  has 
been  convicted  of  drunkenness  twice 
in  the  same  year,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  third  offence  he  is  by  the  Bill  to 
get  sixty  days  extra.  My  hon.  Friend 
proposes  to  limit  it  to  another  month 
mstead  of  two  months.  I  propose  that 
it  should  be  "  six  "  days. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  168, 
line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  sixty," 
and  insert  the  word  "  six." — 0r. 
Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  sixty '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(7.26.)  Mb.  hunter  :  I  think 
this  is  the  most  absurd  thing  I  ever 
met  in  the  way  of  legislation.  For  the 
most  serious  crime  of  theft  and  other 
crimes  of  that  character  a  penalty  of 
sixtv  days  is  usually  awarded  in  Scot- 
land ;  but  here  it  is  proposed  to  give  a 
man  sixty  days'  imprisonment  at  the 
option  of  the  baiUe  for  being  drunk. 
Now,  a  man  who  is  drunk  no  doubt 
injures  himself,  but,  as  a  rule,  he  cannot 
hart  his  neighbour.  I  must  remind 
the  Committee  that  these  cases  would 
be  decidsd  oooasionally  by  very  rabid 
teetotalers  on  the  Bench,  who  would 
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consider  that  they  were  doing  a 
good  service  by  inflicting  the  largest 
penalty  possible  upon  any  unfortunate 
drunkard  who  might  be  brought  before 
them. 

*(7.27.)  Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  The 
hon.  Member  appears  to  think  that  the 
offenoe  referred  to  here  is  that  of 
drunkenness  alone.  That  is  not  so.  It 
is  an  offence  which  is  a  good  deal  heard 
of  in  poUce  burghs — it  is  the  offence 
of  being  drunk  and  incapable.  It  is 
not  the  case  of  a  man  being  in  drunken- 
ness, or  even  i^gravated  or  habitoal 
drunkenness,  but  it  is  the  case  of  a  man 
being  a  danger,  not  only  to  himself,  but 
to  other  people,  and  giving  the  police 
infinite  trouble.  When  that  occurs  more 
than  three  times  in  twelve  months  I  do 
think  it  would  be  perfectly  ridicnlona 
to  give  him  six  days.  I  am  prepared 
to  accept  "thirty"  days,  which  I 
understood  was  the  Amendment  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Collie 
Division  of  Glasgow  proposed. 

(7.28.)  Mr.  HUNTER:  I  do  strongly 
protest  against  this  absurd  kind  of 
legislation.  If  a  man  who  is  drunk  and 
incapable  does  give  the  police  a  tittle 
trouble  in  carrying  him  in  a  conveyance 
to  the  poUce  office,  that  is  a  damage 
which  mi^t  be  repaired  by  the  pay* 
ment  of  five  shillings.  AsaScotehman. 
I  feel  ashamed  that  such  legislation 
should  be  x>as8ed. 

(7.29.)  Mb.  BARCLAY:  I  wish  to 
put  before  the  Government  the  question 
of  the  expense  of  keeping  these 
drunkards  in  prison  for  a  month  or  two 
months.  I  think  six  or  ten  days  would 
be  quite  sufficient  punishment. 

Dk.  CLARK :  The  man  who  is 
punished  may  be  married,  and  in  that 
case  the  effect  of  his  imprisonment  may 
be  to  send  hie  wife  and  children  to  the 
workhouse.  I  think  the  penalty  pro- 
posed is  rather  drastic,  and  I  think  the 
matter  shoiUd  be  considered  by  the 
Government  on  Report. 
*(7.30.)  SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  penalty  will  be  in 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates. 
Thirty  days  is  the  maximum  penalty. 
It  is  '*  not  exceeding  thirty  days.'" 
The  maximum  penalty  would  be  very 
rarely  imposed,  and  the  ordinanr  penalty 
would  be  just  the  ordinary  few  days 
which  t^e  hon.  Member  o^derates. 
As  to  the  penalty  being  additional,  that 
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is  one  of  the  reasons  which  induces  me 
to  assent  to  the  substitution  of  thirty 
days  for  sixty  days  as  the  maximam. 

(7.32.)  Mb.  HUNTBB:  I  have 
appealed  to  the  reason  and  common 
sense  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
vain,  and  now  I  beg  to  give  him  notice 
that  I  shall  examine  this  Bill  more 
«arefuUy  than  I  have  done,  and  that  I 
shall  put  down  a  sufficient  number  of 
Amendments  on  the  Beport  stage  to 
compel  the  Government  to  adopt,  at  all 
events,  such  very  reasonable  and 
moderate  proposals. 

(7.33.)  Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I 
^<»dd  like  to  ask  your  opinion.  Sir, 
-whether  it  is  in  Order  for  a  threat  to  be 
made  to  the  House  of  moving  Amend- 
ments, which  would  not  have  been  put 
down  in  different  circumstances,  for  the 
purpose  of  extorting  other  Amend- 
ments, so  that  this  House  is  to  be  com- 
pelled by  the  mere  waste  of  time  to 
accept  Amendments  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  proposed? 

Thb  CHAIBMAN  :  At  present  it  is 
merely  a  threat.  If  if  were  carried 
into  action,  it  would  doubtless  be  met 
by  other  action. 

(7.35.)   Question  put,  andn^atived. 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  I  move  that 
"  fourteen"  be  there  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

(7.33.)  Clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

Clause  436  added  to  the  Bill. 

(7.39.)   Clause  470. 

Db.  OLABE  :  I  think  there  must  be 
some  misunderstanding  with-  reference 
to  this  and  the  next  half  dozen  clauses, 
because  it  was  practically  agreed  they 
would  not  be  kept  in  the  Bill.  Clauses 
470  to  476  are  all  of  a  similar  character, 
dealing  with  public  health,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  they  should  be  struck 
cut,  as  it  was  thought  there  should 
not  be  one  public  health  law  in  one 
art  of  the  country  and  a  different 
ealth  law  in  another. 
«8ib  C.  J.  FEABSON :  I  understood 
that  Clauses  470  and  471  were  to  come 
out,  but  that  the  remaining  clauses — 
472  CO  476 — were  to  remain  in,  as  they 
we -'J  a  recognition  of  clauses  of  the 
A  :r  of  1862.  Probably  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  understanding  it  would 

VOL.  V.         [POUBTB  8BBIBB.] 


be  better  that  I  should  assent  to  their 
deletion,  leaving  myself  free  to  restore 
on  Report  any  of  those  I  should  find 
left  unprovided  for  in  other  Acts. 

Clause  omitted. 

Glauses    471    to  476,  inclusive, 

omitted. 

Clause  479  agreed  to. 
Clause  535. 

Db.  CLABK  :  This  is  a  clause  which 
the  Lord  Advocate  agreed  to  amend. 
It  is  a  preposterous  thing  that  a  man 
whose  <dmd  has  committed  an  offenoe, 
and  who  is  ordered  to  find  cauldoQ 
for  it,  should  be  sent  to  prison  if  he  does 
not  find  it. 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  think  my 
Amendment  will  meet  the  case. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  197,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "that'^  to  the  word  "the"  inline  16, 
and  intert  "  do  parent  or  goardian  shall  be 
liable  in  terms  of  this  section  either  bo  im- 
prisonment for  failure  to  find  caution,  or  to 
forfeitare  of  the  eantioa  when  fouiid,  if  sndL" 
—iSir  C.  J.  Pearton.') 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  asjamended,  agreed  to. 

Cbuse  548. 

Db.  CLARE :  This  clause  gives 
power  to  the  Magistrate  to  inflict  a 
fine  of  £20,  or  to  send  a  person  to 
prison  for  three  months.  I  wish  to 
umit  the  powers  of  the  Ma^strate  to 
imposing  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  tnge  201, 
to  leave  out  lines  31,  32,  and  33. — (Dr. 
Clark.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  C.  J.  Peabson,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 
Page  201,  to  insert,  in  Ueu  of  the  words 
struck  out,  "exceeds  £5  .  .  .  . 
two  months." 

«8iB  C.  J.  PEABSON:  I  beg  to 
move — 

FUe  201,  line  34,  to  leave  oat  after 
"  Dothing,"  to  end  of  elanse,  and  insert  '*  in 
this  Act  eoot^ned  restrieting  the  amounts  of 
fines  or  periods  of  imprisonment  shall  applj 
to  or  affect  the  prosecatioos  authorised  or  the 
penalties  enforceable  under  the  Licensing 
(Scotland)  Acts,  1828  to  1887,  or  to  the  Pr^ 
vention  of  Crimes  Act,  1871,  or  to  anv  Act 
other  than  this  Act  onder  which  the  Masis  - 
trate  has  jurisdiction  to  impose  fines  rar 
greater  amoonta  or  inntriaonmeDt  for  longer 
period  than  those  of  this  Acti" 
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Question  proposed,   "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Db.  CLABE  :  What  is  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  ? 

"^SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON:  At  present 
the  powers  are  those  exercised  under 
the  Fublio-houaes  Acts  alone.  Under 
these  Acts  there  are  certain  offences  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  Magistrates  can 

give  as  much  as  six  months  or  a  very 
eavy  fine  for  them.  There  are  various 
Acts  not  specified  here  where  the 
Legislatiu^  has  given  larger  powers  to 
the  Magistrates,  and  it  was  thought 
that  while  the  restriction  to  sixty  days 
should  operate  within  the  limits  of  this 
Act,  it  should  not  operate  to  exclude 
the  laiser  powers  which  the  Magistrates 
have  aireaay. 

Question  put,  find  agreed  to. 

*SiR  C.  J.  FEABSON  :  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  new  clause : — 

(Form  where  siun  reeovenble  m  dvil  ddit) 
Where  under  Uiis  Aeta  Bom  is  awarded 
which  is  deelared  br  the  Act  to  be  recoverable 
M  B  civil  debt,  the  fonns  to  be  followed  in  the 
recovery  thereof  sh<Ul  be  those  provided  for 
enforcing  decrees  pronoanced  in  the  Small 
Debt  Courts  of  the  Sheriff,  and  there  shall  be 
added  to  the  finding  of  the  Magistrate  in  such 
case  a  warrant  for  execution  in  the  following 
form:— 'And  the  Hi^pstrate  decerns  and  or- 
didns  instant  executioa  by  arrestment,  and 
alBO  elocution  to  pass  hereon  by  poinding  and 
sale  after  a  charge  of  ten  free  days.'  Any 
ofBcer  by  this  Act  authorised  to  execute  the 
warrant  of  a  Magistrate  may  carry  out  the 
procedure  authorised  by  this  cbuse. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  remembered  that  on 
Clause  101  of  the  BiU  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  College  Division,  I  think,  took 
exception  to  certain  penalties  imposed 
upon  persons  for  accidentally  breaking 
street  lamps,  and  that  I  consented  to 
delete  that  part  of  the  clause  which 
imposed  penalties,  and  to  merely  leave  it 
upon  the  Magistrates  to  assess  the  pe- 
cuniary damage,  which  might  be  sued 
for  as  a  civil  debt.  It  has  been  found 
that  that  leaves  considerable  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  mode  of  recovery,  be- 
cause there  are  several  modes  of 
recovering  civil  debts,  and  it  was 
thought  right  that  there  should  be  a 
clause  inserted  dealing  with  that  matter ; 
and  I  may  just  say  that  the  mode 
selected  is  the  form  for  recovery  of  debts 
in  the  Sheriff's  Small  Debt  Courts.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  the 
appn^riate  Court  for  the  recovery  of 


small  stmis,  for  in  most  cases  they  will 
be  only  a  few  shillings,  and  the  clause' 
so  enacts  and  adds  the  form  in  wbieb 

the  Magistrate  is  to  give  his  decree  for 
the  money,  so  that  there  shall  be  no- 
mistake  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  done. 
The  new  clause  is  really  consequentiat 
upon  Clause  101. 

Clause  brought  up,  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  added  to  the  BiU. 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  C.  BOLTON  (Stir- 
ling): I  beg  to  move  the  following 
clause : — 

(Exemption  of  x^way  ompaiiies*  buildiBga.> 

**  The  provUons  of  fiita  Act,  except  with 
respect  to  dnuns  and  othw  sanitary  arrai^^ 
ments,  shall  not  apply  to  the  railwan  or 
stations  of  any  railway  eonqpany  or  buudings 
connected  therewith  other  than  dwrtling 
houses." 

This  clause  is  intended  to  prevent  a 
conflict  of  opinion  between  two  Go- 
vernment Departments.    As  the  law 
stands  at  present  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  to  be  satisfied  with  the  building^ 
and  arrangements  of  a  station  before 
it  can  be  opened ;  but  if  the  Bill 
remains  as  it  is  without  this  clausor 
that  same  power  will  also  be  given 
to  the  Local  Authority  or  the  Dean 
of  Guild  Court.    It  is  quite  clear 
that  the  public  have  been  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
a  number  of  Police  Bills  referred  to 
them  during  the  past  few  years  have 
all  contained  clauses  identical  with 
or  similar  to  this  one,  and  that  the 
Glasgow  Police  Bill  of  the  present 
Session,  which  is  now,  I  think,  an  un- 
opposed Bill,  contains  a  clause  in  the 
very  words  of  the  clause  I  have  put  on 
the  Paper.     I  trust,  therefore,  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  be  disposed  to 
accept  this  clause. 

Clause  brooght  up,  and  read  a  first 

time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chinse  be  read  a  seocmd 

time." 

Da.  CLABE :  It  seems  to  me  that 
my  hon.  Frioid  goes  vei^  much  be^nd 
what  he  tells  the  Committee  he  desires. 
I  have  no  objection,  if  it  simply  affsota 
the  Dean  of  Guild  Court;  but  if  it 
is  for  other  purposes  I  think  we  should 
have  to  give  it  some  consideration. 
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*SrB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  This  clause 
has  been  considered  carefully,  and  the 
exemption  of  drains  and  sanitary  ar- 
rangementa  is  obviously  necessary. 
But  with  that  addition  it  does  seem  to 
me  tbit  buildings  used  for  railway 
purposes,  other  than  dwelling  houses, 
may  fairly  be  regarded  as  within 
the  railway  system,  and  buildings 
which  ought  not  to  be  interfered  with 
by  the  Magistrates.  There  being  other 
means  of  dealing  with  those  buildings, 
the  Magistrates'  interference  might,  in 
oonoeivable  oiroumstanoes,  be  detri- 
mental to  the  safe  working  of  the 
railwfnrs.  I  have  looked  mto  the 
precedfents  on  this  matter,  and  I 
find  that  in  several  instances,  notably 
in  the  of  Glasgow,  a  similar  clause 
has  been  introdujced,  and  also  that  a 
similar  clause  to  a  certain  extent  is  in 
the  English  Public  Health  Act.  The 
railways  are  there  exempted  as 
r^urds  buildings,  other  than  dwell- 
ing houses,  which  are  used  for 
railway  purposes ;  and  I  have  satisfied 
myself — I  beHeve  on  sufficient  informa- 
tion— that  the  clause  is  a  reasonable 
one. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

(7.56.)   Db.  GLABK  :  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  olause : — 
BemiBsioDB. 

"The  Commisrionera  majr,  on  the  gronnd  of 
the  pOTorty  or  in&bility  of  any  persoD  liable  to 
the  pdioe  assessment  under  this  Act,  remit,  in 
irtiole  or  part,  payment  of  the  said  assessment 
b]|  such  person  in  sueh  manner  as  the  Com- 
miBsioDBrB  shall,  in  their  discretion,  think 
jnst  and  reasonaUe,  but  apon  no  other  aoooimt 
iriiatioever.'* 

This  clause  follows  the  wording  of 
the  olause  in  the  old  Act,  which,  by 
some  means  or  other,  is  not  in  the  new 
Bill. 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  a  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Qoestionproposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

•Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  only  desire  to 
say  a  single  word  on  this  clause.  I 
had  this  under  consideration  some  time 
ago,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover why  a  similar  provision  intro- 


duced in  the  Act  of  1862  has  been 

dropped  out.  It  does  seem  to  me 
reasonable  for  the  purpose  of  obviating 
cases  of  extreme  hardship  that  the 
Magistrates  should  have  this  discretion 
of  remitting  assessments.  The  only 
suggestion  I  would  make  to  the  hon. 
Member  is  that,  inasmuch  as  poverty  is 
the  only  recognised  ground  for  exemp- 
tion, the  words  "  or  inability  '*  should 
be  struck  out,  so  that  poverty  may 
remain,  without  any  qualifying  term,  as 
the  real  ground  for  exemption,  or  that 
it  should  run  "  inabiUty  through 
poverty." 

Db.  GIjABK  :  I  am  not  responsible 
for  the  wording  of  it.  I  have  merely 
taken  the  clause  out  of  the  1862  Act. 
I  have  no  objection  to  your  changing  it 
if  you  like. 

Mb.  BARCLAY :  I  hope  .the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  accept  the 
clause.  I  can  assure  him  that  this 
clause  in  the  old  Act  has  caused  great 
annoyance  to  the  Police  Commissioners. 
A  great  many  applications  are  made  for 
remission  of  taxation  upon  very  insuffi- 
cient  grounds,  and  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  that  in  the  case 
of  people  who  occupy  houses  of  £40 
and  upwards  their  taxes  are  paid  by 
the  landlords,  and  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  any  reason  why  exception 
should  be  made  in  their  case.  The 
matter  is  a  very  great  cause  of  vexation 
to  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 

(8.0.)  Mb.  ANSTRUTHER  (St. 
Andrew's,  Ac.)  (for  Mr.  Finlay,  Inver- 
ness, &c.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
150,  after  Clause  421,  to  insert  the 
following  clause : — 

(Saving  of  Local  Authorities  Loans  Act) 
"Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prejudice  or 

affect  Uie  provisions  of  the  Local  Anthoritiea 

Loans  (Scotland)  Act,  1891." 

Mb.  SHIBESS  WILL  (Montrose, 
Ac.)  (for  Mr.  Lyell,  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page  20S, 
after  Clause  663,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing clause : — 
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(Saving  rights  ol  Renfrew  uid  Lerwick.) 

"Nothing  in  this  Act  ahsU  prejudice  or 
affect  the  proviso  in  Bection  thirteen  of  '  The 
Local  Government  (Scotbud)  Act,  1889,'  with 
respect  to  the  baa^  at  Renfrew,  and  the 
poliee  burgh  of  Lerwiek." 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That,  the  Clause  he  read  a  seoond 
time." 

•(8.4.)  Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  may 
remind  the  Committee  that  the  two 
places  named  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1889.  I 
accept  the  prinoipleof  the  Amendment, 
bat  I  womd  propose  to  bring  up  on 
Report  a  proposition  ajmlicable  to 
tbrae  two  bui^s.  On  that  under- 
standing I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
consent  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Schedules. 
Sohedule  3  agreed  to. 

Schedule  3. 

Mb.  BARCLAY:  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  Amendment : — Page  209, 
line  14  (ocuumn  3),  leave  out  "  1." 
The  objeot  of  the  Amendment  is  to 
abolish  the  ri^t  possessed  by  the  Town 
Council  of  Inverness  to  levy  "  petty 
easterns  "  in  certain  parts  of  the  town. 
Such  duties  would  be  objectionable  if 
applied  to  the  whole  of  the  burgh,  but 
they  are  especially  objectionable  when 
applied  only  to  a  portion  of  it.  The 
result  is  that  a  shopkeeper  in  one  part 
has  to  pay  half  as  much  again  as  a 
shot^eeper  in  another  part  of  the  town. 
Thd  existence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
surely  cannot  be  defended.  It  is,  more- 
over, an  improvident  arrangement, 
because  the  cost  of  coUectiiu;  the  taxes 
is  thirty<five  per  cent,  of  the  amount 
collected.  It  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  levy  taxes  on  the  whole  burgh. 
Therefore  I  hope  that  my  Amendment 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  209, 
line  14,  to  leave  out  the  figure  **  1." — 
(Mr.  Barela/y.)  . 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  figure 
*  1 '  stand  part  of  the  Sohedule." 

•(8.10.)  SibC.  J.  PEARSON:  This 
and  the  next  five  Amendments  are 
practically  meant  to  effect  the  same 

Shiress  WiU 


purpose,  and  may  be  dealt  with  to- 
gether. The  petty  customs  of  Inver- 
ness are  h-^  no  means  peculiar  to 
that  place ;  it  is  a  well-known  means  of 
levying  taxes  in  several  bur^lis.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  an  eoonomical  way 
of  raising  money,  but  the  Goveziunent 
cannot  agree  for  one  moment  to  select 
one  burgh  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
an  end  to  such  a  custom  in  it  alone. 
Of  the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  the  tax 
I  say  nothing.  I  will  only  mention 
that  the  question  was  not  rai  sed 
before  the  Committee  upstairs,  and 
that  it  is  a  wholly  new  point.  I 
am,  moreover,  informed  that  these 
petty  customs  realised  some  .£2,000  or 
£3,000  a  year. 
Hon.  Mbhbbbs  :  No. 
*SiB  0.  J.  PEARSON :  Whetherit  be 
hundreds  or  thousands  the  principle  ia 
the  same. 

Db.  glare  :  It  was  ^1,370  last 
year. 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON:  Very  well. 
It  is  proposed  to  wipe  that  out  without 
inquiry  of  any  kind,  and  without  con- 
sulting the  people  with  regard  to  it. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  that  can  be  agreed 
to.  These  are  matters  of  general  policy 
touching  all  burghs  in  which  the 
custom  obtains ;  and,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  there  is  a  strong 
feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

(8.14.)  Db.  CLARK :  Our  position 
is  this :  We  wish  to  get  rid  of  these 
petty  customs  in  Inverness,  and  you 
desire  by  thid  Schedule  to  maintain 
them.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Inverness 
is  one  of  the  most  pro^essive  parts  of 
Scotland,  its  population  having  in  a 
few  years  increased  from  74,000  to 
89,000.  But  there  are  duties  thne  on 
almost  everything,  and  it  is  time 
that  these  absurd  petty  customs  were 
removed.  The  financial  position  of 
Inverness  is  such  that  the  Town  Coun- 
cil may  well  consent  to  their  abolition, 
for  they  are  vexatious  and  unfair  in 
their  incidence.  For  these  reasons  I 
shall  support  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  Friend. 

(8.16.)  Mb.  McLaren  (Cheshire, 
Crewe) :  I  am  sorry  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  not  been  able  to  aoc^ 
the  Amendment.  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  town  of  Inveniess,  and  I 
would  like  to  see  these  petty  customs 
removed.   They  are  all  the  more  ob- 
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jeotionable  beoause  they  are  levied  on 
only  a  ^art  of  the  town.  I  believe  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Inverness 
would  approve  of  their  abolition,  'nie 
town  would  then  be  put  on  an  equality 
with  the  rest  of  Scotland.  I  hope  the 
Amendment  will  be  accepted. 

(8.18.)  Mb.  a.  J,  BALFOUR:  The 
objection  to  the  Amendment  does  not 
rest  upon  any  special  belief  in  the 
virtue  of  this  particular  mode  of  local 
taxation,  but  on  the  consideration  that 
this  Bill  does  not  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion at  all.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  inhabitants  generally  desire  to  see 
the  tax  abolished.  On  the  contrary,  I 
understand  that  the  town  has  ample 
power  to  abolieh  it  if  it  so  desire 
without  coming  to  Parliament  at  all  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  As  it  has  not 
done  so,  I  presume  it  is  because  the 
people  there  desire  that  it  should  be 
maintained.  Whatever  their  opinion 
may  be  on  the  subject,  we  could  not  do 
anything  towards  abolishing  the  tax 
without  giving  them  the  opportunity  of 
laying  their  views  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  hearing  witnesses  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  hope  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Question  put. 

(8.25.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
A^s  22  ;  Noes  59.— (Div.  List,  No. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  G.  J.  Peabson, 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to:— 

'  Pom  210,  line  13.  leave  oat  "  16011008  7,  8, 
9t  MM  11,"  Mid  insert  "uction  1  and  sectioDs 
7,8,Mid9  of  the  Order  thereby  eoDfinoed." 

■  On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ltbll,  the  follow- 
mg  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 

Psge  210,  lioe  16,  colamn  3,  add  "  tectifui 
2,  M  &v  M  it  detennimi  the  nnmber  ot 
flonneillon." 

Sehedale,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Sohednle4. 

Db.  GLABE  (for  Dr.  Gambbon,  Glas- 
gow, College):  I  begto  move  the  foUbw- 
mg  Amendment : — Page  213,  line  37, 
after  "arrangements,"  insert  "  and 
house  drains."  The  object  of  this 
Amendment  is  to  make  the  Schedule 
apply  to  house  dnuns. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  213, 
line  37,  after  the  word  "arrange- 
ments."  to  insert  the  words  "  and 
house  drains." — [Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  accept  the 
Amendment,  as  well  as  the  next  one. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Db.  CLARK  (for  Dr.  Camebon)  :  I 
now  move,  in  page  213,  line  40,  to 
leave  out  sub-section  (16.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Sofaedules  5  to  7  agreed  to. 
Schedule  8. 

♦SiE  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  The  Amend- 
ment I  move  is  simply  to  secure  that  a 
list  of  witnesses  on  either  side  who  are 
examined  should  be  inserted  in  the 
record  of  procedure.  There  was  such 
a  provision  in  the  previous  editions  of 
this  BiU.  but  unaccountably  it  has  been 
struck  out. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  226,  line  16,  after  "  ■bHnoa,"  t» 
add  "where  the  following  wftoesMS  wm 
examined  in  lapportof  the  complaint,  and  the 
following  witneuee  were  ezamiaedtaiemi^pe- 

tion."— (Sir  C.  J.  P&irson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedules  9  to  11  agreed  to. 
Preamble  agreed  to. 

Db.  GLARE  :  I  think  the  under- 
standing was  that  in  the  Preamble  the 
word  "  health  "  should  be  left  out. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN  left  the  Chair  to 
report  the  Bill,  as  amended,  to  the 
House. 

Mb.   McDonald   GAMERON  : 

When  will  the  Government  take  the 
Report  stage? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  to 
reply. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  point  out  there  is  .nobody  m 
the  Chair. 

House  resumed. 

Db.  CLARK :  There  have  been  great 
changes  in  this  Bill.  Dozens  of  clauses 
have  been  excised  and  dozens  have 
been   amended.    Before  the  Report 

Digitized  by  GooQ'le 


963 


Supply — CivU 


{COMMONS} 


Service,  1893-8. 


961 


stage  is  taken,  we  should  like  to  see 
the  printed  Bill,  in  order  that  we  may 
look  throng  it  and  leum  how  it  now 
stands. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  For  that  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  re- 

Suire  four  days.  I  shonld  be  sorry  to 
efo:  the  stage  so  late  as  that,  and  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  general 
business  of  the  House  if  we  could  take 
it  to-morrow.  But  I  quite  recognise 
that  if  that  course  is  not  convenient  to 
hon.  Members  I  cannot  press  it. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  Will 
it  be  taken  before  the  Irish  Education 
Bill? 

Mb.  BALFOUB  :  I  am  pledged  not 
to  take  the  Education  Bill  till  Wednes- 
day, and  therefore  to-morrow  we  could 
complete  this  Bill  if  hon.  Members 
would  agree  to  that  course. 

Db.  GLABK  :  I  should  prefer  seeing 
the  Bill  in  print,  in  order  that  we  may 
kam  what  has  been  done.  It  could 
be  printed  to-morrow,  and  perhaps  one 
day  would  be  sufficient  for  us  to  read 
through  it. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  I  will  put  it  down 
for  Wednesday. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  with  regard  to  this  Education 
Bill  we  have  been  buffeted  about.  It  has 
always  been  simmering,  but  we  never 
knew  where  it  was;  and  now  in  the 
last  moment  I  should  like  to  know 
what  will  be  done. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  1  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  cannot 
discuss  the  Education  Bill  now. 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  that  I 
do  not  pledge  myself.  I  will  put  it 
down  for  Wednesday. 

Db.  TANNER :  If  this  Bill  is  put 
down  for  Wednesday,  would  it  not 
block  the  Irish  Education  Bill  ? 

Me.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Wednesday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  408.] 

NAVAL  KNiaHTS  OP  WINDSOR  BILL. 

(No.  359.) 

THIBD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motionmade,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Dr,  Clark 


Db.  TANNER :  The  other  night  I 
expressed  a  feeling  that  as  certain 
Members  were  awa^  who  desired  to 
speak  against  the  Bill  it  should  be 
postponed.  I  believe  the  Bill  is  a 
bad  one  and  confers  unjustifiable 
powers  on  the  Admiralty ;  but  as  the 
gentlemen  to  wlunn  I  have  alluded  are 
not  in  their  places.  I  shall  not  oppose 
the  Bill  any  further. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICES, 

Glass  I. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

1.  £162,105.  to  complete  the  sum 
for  PubUc  Works  and  Buildings,  Ire- 
land. 

Notice  taken,  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present ;  Committee  counted, 
and  forty  Members  being  found  pre- 
sent, 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
think  it  is  a  most  unprecedented  and 
extraordinary  thing  that  the  Chief 
Secretly  to  the  I^rd  I4eatenant  of 
Ireland  is  not  present  on  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Irish  Estimates.  It  will  be 
very  difficult  to  make  good  progress  with 
the  work  before  the  House  if  the  Go- 
vernment behave  in  this  unbusinesslike 
way.  It  does  not  follow,  because 
we  hare  shown  a  desire  to  get  through 
the  Estimates  as  rapidly  as  possible,  m 
order  to  hasten  the  great  event  which 
we  are  all  thinking  about,  that  Irish 
officials  should  take  advantage  of  our 
lenity  and  absent  themselves  from  the , 
Debate  on  those  Estimates  with  which 
they  are  mainly  concerned.  I  want  to 
know,  Mr.  Gourtn^,  what  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Ii^nt  Bench  is  pre- 
pared to  answer  any  questions  in  con- 
nection with  this  Vote  which  may  be 
asked  ?  I  noticed  that  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Sir  John  Gorst),  when 
he  came  in  just  now.  opened  his  box  ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  understand,  he  is  not 
capable  of  anewering  ^  the  questions 
which  may  be  asked  with  respect  to 
public  worka  in  Ireland.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  some  explanation  of  the 
absence  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  be 
told  what  Minister  present  will  take 
his  place  on  this  occasion. 
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The  SEGBETABY  to  the 
TBBASUBY  (Sir  John  Gobst, 
Chatham) :  I  may  point  out  to  the 
hon.  Member  that  this  Vote  is  oon- 
neoted  with  the  Department  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  I 
will  do  my  best  to  supply  him  with 
any  offioifu  information  he  may  seek 
for. 

Db.  TANNEB  :  I  have  no  desire  to 
postpone  this  Vote.   The  only  point  I 
wish  to  clear  np  is  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  attend  to  their 
business,  or  are  going  to  allow  it 
to  so  on   in   the  haphazard  and 
fllipwod  way  to   which  they  have 
aoooBtomed  us  during  the  tost  few 
avenings?  Now,  Sir,  on  tiiis  Vote,  I 
want  an   explanation  of  the  items 
relating  to  the   police  barracks  in 
Phcenix  Park,  in    connection  with 
which  there  is  a  contract  for  £2,000  for 
alterations,  &c.    As  far  as  I  can  get 
information  these  police  barracks,  like 
the  Boyal  Bturracks  not  far  from  them, 
are  always  beii^  repaired.  Nothing 
is  done  satisfactorily,  and  the  oonse- 
'^uenoa  is  that  year  after  year  com- 
jilaints  are  made  abont  these  buildings, 
And  mmey  is  roent  upon  them.  (Mr. 
Jackboh  aatmred  at  ^s  point.)  At 
last  we  are  happy.    We  have  now  the 
illustrious  Chief  of  the  present  Irish 
Administration,  I  will  not  say  at  our 
disposal,  but  come  to  our  assistance.  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  whether  this 
£2,000  is  final,  or  whether  it  represents 
only  another  piece  of  this  patdiwork 
Administration  that  has  been  going  on 
«o  Icmg  ?  If  this  system  of  patchwork 
■s  to  go  on  to  the  tune  of  £2,000  ayear, 
the  best  thiu^  to  do  is  to  pull  the 
■barracks  down  and  rebuild  them.  At 
.any  rate,  let  us  have  an  end  of  the 
present  system,  which  is  notliing  more 
nor  less  than  a  waste  of  money. 
As   far   as    I    am   personally  con- 
cerned, I  have  no  wish  to  delay  these 
Estimates,  although  there  are  hundreds 
.of  points  that  could  be  raised  upon 
them.   At  the  same  time,  there  are 
points  to  which  attention  should  be 
called,  and  I  think  the  matter  I  have 
alluded  to  is  one  of  them,  and  I  slunild 
like  some  explanation  of  it. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Qalway,  N.)i: 
There  is  just  one  {wint  on  which  I  want 
^me  information.  I  notice  there  is  an 
■temof£2a,000  down  for  the  Suck  drain- 


age, a  work  of  which  I  entirely  approve. 
lAst  year  the  amount  for  the  same 
thing  was  £20,000,  and  the  question 
I  have  to  ask  is,  was  the  £20.000 
which  was  voted  last  year  spent  ?  It 
appears  to  be  the  custom  of  offioiato 
appointed  to  control  Irish  matters  to 
put  down  a  good  Vote  for  Ireland  for 
certain  items,  and  yet  not  spend  all  the 
money.  With  re^ird  to  the  item  for 
the  Congested  Districts  Board.  I  should 
like  to  know  on  what  principle  we 
get  a  Beport  from  them  each  year. 
Then  I  see  a  Vote  down  for  a  chemical 
laboratory  for  the  College  at  Belfast. 
This  is  a  very  useful  work,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  Belfast  having  a 
laboratory,  but  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  other  .Colleges  in  Ireland,  notably 
Galway,  are  to  have  laboratories.  Ot 
course,  I  recognise  that  you  cannot 
give  all  the  Queen's  Colleges  a 
laboratory  at  once,  but  I  should  like  to 
have  an  assurance  that  Galway  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as 
Belfast. 

The  chief  SEGBETABY  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Ijeeds, 
N.) :  There  is  already  a  laboratory  at 
Guway. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Yes.  but  is  it 
as  good  ?  Then  I  notice  there  is  a  sum 
of  £30,000  for  schools,  but  only  a 
miserable  £300  for  teachers'  residences, 
I  think  there  should  be  some  explana- 
tion of  that  it^m.  Then  on  the  subject 
of  the  Naval  Beserve.  I  see  there  is  aa 
item  down  for  Galway,  and  I  should 
like  an  assurance  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  that  e£Forts  will  M 
made  to  spend  the  whole  of  that  money 
in  Galway  this  year. 
*SiB  JOHN  GOBST :  With  respect 
to  the  oritioism  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  money  that  is 
voted  is  not  necessarily  spent  within 
the  year.  Provision  is  made  for  ft 
certain  amount  of  work,  and  the 
Government  have  no  wish  to  prevent 
that  work  from  being  done ;  but  the 
hon.  Member  cannot  wish  to  encourage 
the  Treasury  to  spend  the  money 
unless  the  work  is  properly  done.  Tba 
question  of  the  Suck  drainage  is  all  re- 
gulated by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  a 
sum  of  £50,000  will  ultimately  be  spent 
on  that  work.  In  the  present  year  pro- 
vision  has  been  made  for  the  spenoing 
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of  snch  a  stun  of  money  as  may  reason- 
'ftbly  be  expeoted  to  be  reqmied.  It 
would  be  very  xuiforttmate  if  too  little 
money  were  voted,  and  the  work  had  to 
be  stopped  becanse  there  was  no  money 
to  pay  for  it.  The  usual  plan  is  to  vote 
the  sum  of  money  which  would  be  re- 
quired under  the  most  favourable  cir- 
tnmstanoes,  and  though  I  cannot  make 
'any  pledge,  I  hope  all  this  sum  may  be 
-sprait  on  the  drainage  works.  With 
respect  to  the  chemical  laboratory,  I 
may  say  that  there  is  one  already  in 
Gaiway,  and  the  reason  of  this  Vote  for 
-Belfast  is  that  the  number  of  students 
¥endra^  it  necessary  that  improve- 
ments should  be  made  in  Belfast.  Gal- 
'way  shall  be  treated  as  fairly  as 
Belfast,  and  if  there  is  such  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  students  as  to  render 
a  new  laboratory  necessary,  arranse- 
ments  will  be  made.  The  reason  why 
%o  small  a  sum  is  spent  on  teachers*  re- 
sidences in  Ireland  is  because  the  resi- 
dences are  built  from  loans,  whereas 
the  schools  are  built  out  of  the  Votes. 
'With  respect  to  the  Naval  Beserve 
Station  at  Galwa^,  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  their  best  to  urge 
on  the  work,  and  to  secure  that 
the  money  is  rapidly  and  economically 
Apent.  In  reply  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner)  on  the  subject  of  police 
barracks,  I  may  say  that  the  police 
headquarters  are  being  concentrated 
in  PEcBniz  Park.  There  are  sdready 
two  barracks  in  the  Park,  and  the  en- 
largement of  the  central  bnilding  is  the 
rcAson  of  this  Vote.  The  final  result 
will  not  be  any  lai^  expenditure  for 
police  purposes. 

Db.  TANNEK  :  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  some  better  explanation  than 
this.  There  are  no  barracks  in  con- 
nection with  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary in  Fhcenix  Park  situated  in  Dublin , 
iind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  got 
Into  the  fc^giest  fog  imaginable.  I 
wonder  when  we  shul  get  the  Phcenix 
Park  BarradcB  out  of  the  perpetual 
condition  of  bricks  and  mortar.  We 
are  anxious  to  have  these  thin^  done 
because  when  in  process  of  time  we 
take  over  everything  as  a  going  con- 
cern, we  shall  not  want  to  have  to 
finish  the  work.  Then,  with  respect 
to  the  8uok  drainage,  we  have  had  an 
alt(^ther  insufficient  explanation.  We 

Sir  John  Qorst 


have  had  no  recent  reportB,  and  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing  how  this- 
work  is  going  on.   The  Gtovemment 

seem  to  think  that  if  they  vote  money 
for  Ireland  and  keep  on  paying  it 
out  it  is  all  right,  and  does  not  matter  on 
what  it  is  spent.  That  is  not  what  we 
want.  We  say  that  the  works  which 
have  been  approved  should  be  pushed 
on  as  far  as  possible,  and  that  the 
money,  when  voted  for  them,  should  be 
spent  on  them.  With  respect  to  the 
chemical  laboratories,  I  should  like  U> 
say  that  apphcation  has  been  made 
over  and  over  again  for  a  new  labora- 
tory for  the  Queen's  Goll^  at  Cork^ 
because  the  present  one  is  quite  inade- 
quate. But  we  know  that  we  shall  have 
great  difQculty  in  securing  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  sum  of  money,  which  is  so- 
easily  obtained  by  our  Northern  friends. 
Then  there  is  this  matter  of  patching: 
up  the  Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum, 
which  the  Government  have  been  en- 
gaged on  since  1884.  Now  the  house 
IS  nearly  as  bad  as  the  staff,  and  both 
are  a  msgrace  to  Christianity.  But 
this  year  yon  are  asking  for  £3,400, 
whereas  last  year  you  only  asked  for 
£1,000 ;  and  I  should  like  to  know 
what  is  being  done.  I  think  we  ought 
to  congratulate  the  present  Chief  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Jackson)  on  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  decrease  in  the  chaise  for  his 
lodge  and  gardens  in  Dublin,  more  es- 
pecially as  he  has  occupied  them  thia 
year,  whereas  the  late  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  occupy  them.  When  they 
were  imtenanted  they  cost  more- 
money.  I  should  also  like  to  point 
out,  as  I  have  pointed  out  for  several 
years  |Ast,  that  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  is  being  wasted  on  the  Boyal 
Hospital  at  Kilmainham,  and  I  think 
one  of  the  most  expensive  luxuries  we 
can  have  is  the  patching  up  of  old 
buildings.  There  are  other  discre- 
pancies with  respect  to  which  some 
explanation  should  be  given. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  I  do  not  think 
the  discrepancies  between  this  year  and 
last  are  more  than  oan  be  explained  by 
the  varying  conditions  of  public  works. 

Db.  TANNEE:  There  is  a  dis- 
crepancy of  something  like  £2,400  at 
Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBBT :  That  is  for 
sanitary  works  which  are  going  on 
there. 
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Db.  TANNEB  :  But  it  is  nearly  the 
same  in  &mcy  Vote.  At  the  Boyal 
Hospital,  Eilmainham,  there  is  a 
discrepancy  of  about  £^00. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST:  The  sanitary 
works  at  Dundrum  are  explained  in  the 
Estimates,  and  that  is  the  increase  in 
the  Vote.  It  is  expected  that  the 
works  will  be  completed  during  the 
present  year. 

Db.  TANNER:  Then  what  about 
the  lavatories  in  connection  with  the 
Ckmgested  Districts  Board  ? 

SntJOHN  GOBST:  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  must  have  Isvatories, 
and  these  are  for  the  office  in  Dublin. 

Db.  TANNER:  Do  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  require  anything  else 
besides  lavatories  ? 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  £47,371,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Bailways.  Ireland. 

(9.62.)  Colonel  NOLAN :  I 
understand  that  the  contract  for  the 
Galway  and  Clifden  Railway  expires 
on  the  31st  December,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  will  be  completed  by 
them.  But  I  admit  that  ^e  work  has 
been  pushed  forward  at  a  reasonable 
paoCt  and  that  a  fair  amount  of 
employment  has  been  given  locally. 
What!  wantto  knowis  whether  the  line 
can  be  opened  for  a  portion  of  the 
district,  say  to  Oughterard,  which 
would  be  a  great  convenience  ?  Then 
there  is  another  railway,  the  Collooney 
and  Claremorris,  which  afifects  my 
constituents,  inasmuch  as  it  will  give 
them  access  to  the  North  of  Ireland. 
I  see  that  a  very  much  less  sum  is  to 
be  spent  here  than  was  spent  last  year, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  the  reason 
of  the  hitch. 

(9.56.)  Mb.  JACKSON:  With 
re^>ect  to  the  Oalway  and  Clifden  line, 
as  the  hon.  Member  says,  fair  progress 
has  been  made,  but  there  are  two 
reasons  why  you  should  not  get  on 
too  fast.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  as  much  of  the  work 
as  possible  should  be  done  by  local 
labour ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  is 
very  undesirable  that  you  should 
employ  a  large  body  of  men  for  a  short 
time  and  turn  them  off  all  of  a  suddm. 


It  is  desirable  rather  that  you  should 
proceed  a  little  more  slowly  with  the 
work.  With  respect  to  opening  the 
railway  as  far  as  Oughterard,  I  may 
say  that  depends  altogether  ^on  a 
bridge  just  outside  Gidway.  This  ia 
very  heavy  work,  but  if  it  is  accom- 
plished, I  see  no  reason  why  the 
railway  should  not  be  qpened  for  a 
portion  of  the  distance.  When  I  waa 
over  there  some  time  ago  good  progress- 
had  been  made  at  Oughterard,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  train» 
are  run  as  far  as  that  place.  With 
respect  to  the  other  railway,  there  haa 
been  some  unavoidable  delay.  A 
difference  arose  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Company  as  to  the  construe-' 
tion  and  maintenance  of  the  Hue. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  ia 
no  doubt  aware  that  the  line  is  in  two 
sections,  and  that  the  Claremorris 
portion  is  guaranteed  by  Mayo  and  the- 
CoUooney  portion  b^  Sl^.  That  in* 
troduced  complications,  nut  the  diffi* 
culties  have  now  been  overcome.  I 
hope  before  long  the  work  will  be  re- 
sumed and  that  there  will  be  no  further 
delay. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  want  some  in- 
formation about  the  Scfaull  and 
Skibbereen  Tramway.  This  has  been 
a  bad  practical  joke  in  Ireland,  for  the- 
passengers  are  occasionally  called  upon 
to  get  out  and  ^ush  the  carriages  up 
an  incline  up  which  the  engine  cannot 
draw  them.  I  want  to  know  wfasA  i& 
being  done  with  regard  to  this  tram- 
way. I  see  that  the  sum  gaaranteecl 
is  £57,000,  and  that  upon  which  the^ 
claim  is  based  is  £2,860.  In  regard  to- 
the  Cork  and  Muskerry  line,  the  claim 
is  £2,050.  though  the  former  line  is 
only  fourteen  and  a  quarter  miles,  and 
the  latter  is  eighteen  and  a  half  miles. 
The  present  Chief  Seoret&ry  has  taken 
some  interest  in  these  lines,  and  I  hope- 
that  will  have  some  effect  in  over- 
coming the  troubles  which  have  beset 
them.  Then  there  is  the  question  of 
the  Westport  and  Mulrany  line. 
As  I  have  before  pointed  out,  the  line< 
runs  along  a  quay,  with  deep  water  on 
one  side  and  a  tramway  on  the  other 
side,  and  this  is  also  the  main  coa^- 
road.  This  is  a  very  inconvenient 
state  of  things.   I  have  taken  som* 
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interest  in  the  Achill  extension,  which 
I  am  glad  has  been  adopted,  and  I  see 
that  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
1892-3  is  £20,000.  I  should  say,  there- 
fore, that  the  line  is  approaching  com- 
pletion, and  I  want  to  know  how  it  is 
getting  on?  On  the  Eillorglin  and 
Valencia  line  the  expenditure  up  to 
mh  November.  1891.  was  £45,085, 
«nd  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
1892-3  is  £15,000.  I  want  to  know 
the  condition  of  that  line  also. 


(10.5.)   Me.  JACKSON  :  With  re- 

fard  to  the  last  line  to  which  the 
on.  Gentleman  referred,  I  believe  it  is 
making  good  progress.  The  contract 
tras  made  with  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Company ;  and  although  there 
may  have  been  a  little  delay  at  first, 
they  are  now  making  good  process, 
4Uia  the  work  is  proceeding  satisfac- 
torily. The  Treasury  is,  of  course, 
responsible  for  the  guarantee  for  the 
Bchull  and  Skibbereen  line,  under  the 
Statute.  The  guarantee  was  given 
under  the  contract,  and  the  Treasury 
has  to  bear  its  proportion.  It  has  been 
«  very  onsuccesBful  line,  and  practically 
«amB  nothing.  One  reason  for  that,  I 
believe,  was  that  the  line  terminated 
at  the  top  of  a  hiU.  My  ^edeoessor, 
in  the  coarse  of  the  relief  works, 
sanctioned  an  expenditure  of  £2,000 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  line 
80  as  to  bring  it  to  the  water's  edge. 
That,  I  beUeve.  was  beneficial  to  the 
district  and  to  the  original  undertaking 
as  well.  I  beheve  the  Company  is 
going  to  obtain  an  Order  in  Council  to 
«nalMe  it  to  take  the  new  portion  of  the 
line  that  has  been  made. 

Mb.  MATJBICB  HEALY  (Cork): 
Have  not  the  Grand  Jury  taken  over 
the  whole  line  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Notice  has  been 
^ven  for  taking  it  over.  The  position 
in  which  it  stands  at  present  is  that 
the  Company  are  taking  ste^  to  take 
the  new  pieoe  added  at  the  Sohull  end 
of  the  line. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  My  question  did  not 
relate  to  the  extra  bit  of  line,  but  to 
the  whole  line.  Is  it  a  faot  that  the 
-Grand  Jury  have  had  to  take  it  over  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  1  do  not  know  if 
^e  taking  over  has  been  completed, 

Dr.  Tanner 


{COMMONS} 

but  notice  has  been  given,  and  it 
remains  to  be  seen  if  the  Gnuad  Jury 
can  work  it  more  satisfactorily  ana 
cheaply  than  was  done  by  the  old 
Company.  It  has  been  an  unfortunate 
affair  from  the  very  beginning,  and 
whether  the  extension  to  which  I  have 
referred  will  change  that  remains  to  be 
seen.  It  cannot  do  an^  harm,  and  I 
beUeve  it  will  be  a  practical  benefit. 

(10.10.)  Mb.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  see  there  is  an  expendi- 
ture  of  £12,000  for  lines  not  brought 
under  the  Act.  Is  that  expenditure 
legal? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  WiU  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  explain  ?  One  of 
the  lines  not  brought  under  the  Act  is 
the  Oollooney  and  Claremorris  line, 
and  the  other  is  the  Achill  extension. 
Both  these  lines  were  undertaken  with- 
out Parliamentary  powers,  and  prac- 
tically without  authority.  They  were 
practically  undertaken  as  relief  works, 
and  since  that  time  steps  have 
been  taken  to  protect  the  promoters 
by  obtaining  an  Order  in  Council, 
which  will  bring,  them  under  the 
Statute.  Tlie  need  of  employment  was 
so  ui^nt  in  the  district  that  they  were 
undertaken  withont  waiting  for  Parlia- 
mentary powers,  as  it  was  wought  well 
to  spend  the  money  on  that  which 
would  be  a  permanent  benefit  to  the 
district. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, wiU  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  be  l^al  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Db.  TANHEB  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quite  foi^t  the  Achill. 
extension,  and  I  also  referred 
to  the  Ooortmacsherry  extension, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  if 
the  ballasting  at  Timoleague  Junction 
is  satisfactory  ?  Many  of  these  light 
railways  had  insecure  embankments, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  Inspector  con- 
demned them  again  and  again,  and 
consequently  a  great  deal  of  money  has 
been  lost. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  Westport  and 
Mulrany  is,  I  believe,  making  good 
progress.  The  work  is  very  heavy,  but 
everything  is  being  dcme  as  well  as  it 
can  be  done. 
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Dr.  TANNEB  :  I  a^ed  about  the 
Mulrany  end  of  the  line  and  the 
Achill  eztenmon. 

Ub.  JACKSON  :  I  understand  very 
^ood  progress  is  being  made,  and  com- 
pletion may  be  expected  about  the 
same  time  as  that  of  the  other  line. 

Db.  TANNEB:  Courtmacsherry ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  that ;  it  was  done  before 
my  time. 

Db.  TANNEB:  I  am  Burprisedatthe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  getting  up  and 
saying  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
this  une.  I  ask  for  information  on 
what  is  of  considerable  local  import- 
ance. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wants  to  know  more  about  it,  he  need 
only  go  baok  to  the  answers  he  has 
given  to  me  on  the  subject  during  the 
last  month.  Those  answers  were  not 
satisfactory,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man hop^  to  be  able  to  ^ve  more 
satisfactory  replies  on  the  Estimates. 
I  am  veiy  sorry  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemui's  ignorance  of  the  matter, 
but  I  h^  an  answer  of  some  kind  will 
be  given. 

Vote  agreed  to.  . 

CliABS  II. 

3.  £2,764,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Household  of  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland. 

(10.25.)  Mh.  MORTON:  Under 
ordinaiT  circumstances  I  should  have 
opposed  this  Vote,  as  I  consider  the 
expenditure  a  waste  of  Imperial  funds 
wmch  ought  not  to  continue.  There  is 
a  cost  of  £4,764  for  the  household,  as 
well  as  £20,CX)0  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fond  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Then 
there  is  the  Chief  Secretary.  We  give 
a  much  smaller  sum  to  a  similar  officer 
in  Scotland,  and  yet  Scotland  is  much 
better  ruled  than  Ireland.  I  do  not 
see  why  the  Lord  Lieutenant  requires 
all  these  attendants — State  steward, 
chaplain,  reading  clerk,  oi^anist,  and 
so  on — and  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  be  paid  for  at  the  cost  of  the 
Briti^  taxpayer.  I  hope  the  time  will 
speedily  come  when  it  will  be  pat  an 
end  to. 

Db.  TANNER:  Nobody  can  help 
thinking  that  this  office  is  simply  a 
gorgeous  sham,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 


all  these  gentlemen  who  draw  salaries 

in  connection  with  the  office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  are  at  this  moment  con- 
gregated in  a  small  area  in  the  West 
End  of  London.  They  were  brought 
to  London  under  the  personal  guid- 
ance of  the  gentleman  who  has  for  a 
long  time  held  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Horse  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I 
have  nothing  to  say  against  this  gentle- 
man ;  in  fact,  they  are  all  very  nice 
gentlemen  ;  but  from  the  Private  Secre- 
tary down  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Chapel, 
the  establishment  is  a  fraud,  a  delusion, 
and  a  maxe  as  r^ards  government. 
What  is  the  object  of  keeping  up  the 
Chapel  in  Dublin  Castle?  The  total 
cost  is  £335 ;  and  though  I  would  say 
nothing  against  the  present  chaplain, 
of  whom  everyone  speaks  well,  the 
Chapel  is  a  fraud,  and  ought  to  be  done 
away  with.  If  some  of  these  long 
salaries  of  gentlemen  who  do  not  want 
them  could  be  curtailed  and  the  money 
given  to  the  poor  we  should  be  be- 
ginning at  the  right  end  and  doing 
away  with  what  ninety-nine  sensible 
people  out  of  a  hundred  consider  to 
be  a  fraud. 

Vote  ^preed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

« That  ■  Bum,  not  exoeediog  £29,060,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majeatv,  to  complete  the  euro 
Qecesaary  to  defray  tsua  Charge  which  will 
oome  in  oourse  ot  payment  duringthe  yonr 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Mareh  1^3^  (or  the 
Salariea  and  Expeoua  of  the  Offioes  of  the 
Chief  Secretwy  to  the  hard  Uentanant  ta 
Dublin  and  London,  Md  Bnbordinate  I>«p«rt> 
menta.** 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  see  in  this  Vote 
there  is  a  stun  for  the  Inspectors  of 
Irish  Fisheries.  I  believe  they  are 
responsible  for  the  keeping  of  the  Deep 
Sea  Fishery  Laws.  Since  the  fishery 
laws  in  Scotland  have  prohibited  steam 
trawling  within  a  certain  distance  of 
the  shore,  there  has  been  an  exodus  of 
the  steam  trawlers  to  the  coasts  of  Ire- 
land. I  do  not  say  that  is  a  bad  thing 
when  they  do  not  come  sufficiently  near 
the  ^ore  to  injure  local  inshore  fishing. 
What  I  would  like  to  know  is  what  is 
the  machinery  by  which  the  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries  control  those  new 
boats  that  have  arrived.  I  asked  a 
question  on  the  subject  about  six  weeks 
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ago,  and  was  told  that  about  twenty  of 
these  boats  bad  arrived.  I  want  to 
know  what  is  the  machinery  by  which 
the  Chief  Secretary,  through  the  In- 
Bpectors  of  Irish  Fisheries,  sees  that 
thev  do  not  poach  within  the  limits  ?  I 
leally  think  the  Chief  Secretanr  ought 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  assimilating  the  Irish 
law  to  the  Scotch  law,  but  that  question 
does  not  arise  at  present.  I  want  to 
know  if  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
gunboats  employed — are  they  sufficiently 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries,  and  have  they  any  other 
machinery  for  seeing  that  these  large 
boats  do  not  fish  too  close  to  the  shore 
in  certain  places  ?  The  Chief  Secretary, 
I  know,  might  give  these  lai^  boats  a 
licenoe  to  fish  In  certain  places  of  the 
kind.  That  is  the  Scotch  and  French 
law.  I  have  no  objection  to  these  large 
boats,  exceptwherethey  are  injurious  to 
local  fishermen.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  necessity  for  the  employment  of 
large  gunboats  there.  A  gunboat  with 
fifteen  or  sixteen  men  would  be  quite 
Uu^  enough  for  the  purpose.  The 
second  question  I  have  to  ask  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  fisheries 
— ^it  is  with  re^rd  to  the  Veterinary 
Department.  The  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment is  one  of  great  importance  in 
Ireland,  and  affords  the  greatest  scope 
for  the  display  of  veterinary  skill  or  ad- 
ministration. The  fact  is  that  through 
Ireland  generally  the  veterinary  work 
is  very  well  done.  There  is  extremely 
little  pleuro-pneumonia  through  the 
whole  of  Ireland.  I  believe  in  that  re- 
spect  Ireland  is  better  off  than  the 
greater  part  of  England  ;  but  there  is 
one  district  which;  requires  very  careful 
watching,  and  that  is  the  Dublin 
soheduled  district.  I  wish  to  know  who 
is  the  veterinary  officer  advising  the 
Government,  and  how  much  he  is  paid? 
He  ought  to  be  a  first-class  veterinary 
surgeon,  and  one  who  has  shown  some 
capacity  for  administration  ;  because 
this  is  not  a  question  of  veterinaij 
science  alone,  but  a  question  of  admim- 
stration. 

(10.35.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.): 
In  accordance  with  the  usage  of  Par- 
liament this  Vote  !^ords  ev^  yew  a 
constitutional  opportonity  for  chal- 
lenging the  policy  of  the  administration 
of  the  Government  in  Ireland.  We 

Colonel  NoUm 


have  used  the  oj^rtunity  on  every 
occasion  in  recent  years,  and  we  hare 
learned  by  sad  experience  the  futility  of 
such  challenge  and  the  oselessneas  of 
any  appeal  to  the  House  of  ConuDOD» 
as  at  present  constituted.   During  the 
past  five  years  since  the  present  Go- 
vernment came  into  power,  the  Consti- 
tution of  Ireland  has  been  destroyed, 
and  every  right  of  the  community  and 
of  the  individual  has '  been  violated, 
invaded,  and  suppressed.    Time  ^ter 
time  we  have  discharged  our  functums, 
as  the  Representatives  of  the  Irish 
people  in  this  House,  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  excesses  and  abuses  of  which 
the  Government  and  their  subordinatea 
in  Ireland  have  been  guilty.   We  have 
been  encountered  by  a  very  simple  and 
very  effectual  system.    When  we  com- 
plained of  the  action  of  any  official  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  the  truth  of 
our  charge  was  denied  ;  the  word  of 
the  peccant  official  was  taken  as  con- 
clusive in  regard  to  the  charge  against 
him.    All  redress  was  denied  to  us — all 
inquiry  refused.     The  complainants 
were  advised  to  betake  themselves  to  a 
Court  of  Law  ;  and  when  they  did  be- 
take themselves  to  a  Court  of  Law  the 
public  purse  uras  employed  by  the  pre- 
sent Government  to  ditmute  not  onXj 
the  merits  of  the  case,  but  to  take  aci- 
vantage  of  eve^  technical  point  of  law 
f^ainst  them.  Our  unbroken  experience 
from  year  to  year  has  been  that  the 
mechanical  majority  of  the  Government 
came  in  from  other  parts  of  the  build- 
ing to  vote  down  Amendments  which 
they  had  not  considered,  and  to  dis- 
countenance complaints  which  they 
had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  listen  to. 
I  think  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  would 
be  useless  for  me  or  for  anytme  to 
attempt  to  give  uiy  {nnotioal  or  serious 
character  to  the  proceedings  now  before 
the  Chair.    If  we  were  disposed  on  the 
present  occasion  to  enter  into  details 
of  the  Irish  Government  we  could  use- 
fully occupy  at  least,  I  should  think,  a 
week,   so  far  as  usefulness  can  be 
supposed  to  attach  to  the  truthful  ex- 

SOBure  of  the  shortcomings  and  mts- 
oings  of  the  Government  in  Ireland. 
The  effect  would  be  that  we  should  dday 
the  Dissolution  by  a  week.  We  have 
learned  from  the  Krst  Lord  <A  the 
Treasury  this  afternoon  that  the  dateof 
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the  Dissolation  would  depend  upon  the 
completion  of  certain  business  which 
had  to  be  discussed  by  the  House.  I 
do  notdesire  to  delay  the  Dissolution  by 
a  week  ;  I  do  not  desire  to  delay  the 
Dissolution  by  a  moment.    I  desi  re  to 
hasten  the  Dissolution,  and  to  bring  it 
about  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  I 
am  convinced,  as  I  have  said  before,  of 
the  futility  of  appeaHng  to  the  House. 
Under  these  circumstanceB,  so  far  as  in 
my  power  lies,  I  shall  facilitate  the 
despatch  of  business  and  the  appeal  to 
the  people  in  what  I  think  is  we  most 
practical  way  I  can — namely,  by  address- 
ing no  furtherobservationstotbe  House, 
either  on  this  Vote  or  on  any  other  Irish 
Vote  in  the  Irish  Estimates  forthe  year. 

(10.39.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Oalway  asked  me  some  questions  about 
the  Irish  Fishery  Department  and 
about  the  Veterinary  Department. 
With  reference  to  the  Fisheries,  it  is  no 
doubt  true  that  the  Fishery  Inspectors 
are  charged  in  a  general  sort  of  way 
with  the  care  of  all  the  fishing  industry; 
but  I  do  not  know  that  they  are 
specially  charged  with  such  interests  as 
are  indicated  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Not  with  trawl- 
ing? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  They  have  to  make 
t-egnlations,  and  they  see  as  far  as  they 
can  that  they  are  carried  out. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Who  looks  after 
trawling  ?   Nobody  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  Somebody.  Of 
course  any  vessel  that  transgresses  the 
regulations  is  liable  to  a  penalty.  We 
have  in  Ireland  one  or  two  gunboats, 
and  we  have  recently  sent  over  gun- 
boats to  carry  out  the  regulations 
that    have  been  made.     With  re- 

fard  to  the  Veterinary  Depurtment,  the 
OA,  and  gallant  G^tleman  asked 
me  who  was  the  adviser  on  these 
important  questions.  The  Chief  In- 
spector is  tne  adviser,  of  course,  on 
these  important  questions.  He  has 
a  thoroughly  competent  sta£F  to  assist 
him.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  did  not  in  the 
least  exaggerate  the  very  great  impor- 
tanoe  <rf  this  siibjeot ;  ana  I  may  say 


that  since  I  have  been  in  my  present 
office  I  have  been  moved  with  the  most 
grave  conuderations  as  regards  dealing 
with  the  question  of  pleuro-pneumonia 
in  the  Dublin  scheduled  district. 
Everything  is  being  done  that  skill 
can  devise.  We  have  been  kept  in 
constant  touch  with  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  England.  I  have  had 
the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  of  his 
advisers  in  coiuerenoe  over  and  over 
again.  I  have  arranged  a  system 
under  which  I  receive  every  morning 
telegraphic  information  a&  to  whether 
there  is  any  fresh  outbreak,  or  any 
fresh  news,  or  whether  there  are  any 
fresh  instructions  to  be  given.  We  have 
not  succeeded  even  yet  in  stamping  out 
the  disease  in  the  Dublin  scheduled 
district.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  yester- 
day we  had  notice  of  an  outbreak ;  and 
two  or  three  days  ago  we  had  one. 
But  we  are  doing  everything  we  know 
in  order,  in  the  first  place,  to  try  and 
confine  the  disease  to  one  district,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  try  and  stamp 
out  the  disease.  On  this  point  I  may 
say  there  have  been  compmints  made 
about  the  sanitarv  condition  of  some 
of  the  dairy  yar^s  in  DubUn.  The 
Corporation,  who  are  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  have  been  hampered  for 
some  time  by  a  decision  which  was 
given,  and  which  seemed  to  cast  some 
doubt  upon  their  power.  On  appeal 
that  decision  has  been  reversed,  and 
now  I  am  glad  to  say  we  are  receiving 
from  the  Corporation  active  assistance 
in  ordw  to  try  andimprove  the  sanitary 
condition  of  those  cowsheds  and  dairy 
yards  ;  and  I  assure  the  Committee 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
concern  to  me.  I  recognise  to  the  full 
that  Ireland  depends  for  its  prosperity 
to  such  a  large  extent  upon  its  cattle  and 
the  freedom  of  exporting  its  cattle,  that 
we  should  be  seriously  wanting  in  our 
duty  if  we  failed  to  tf^e  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  and  every  means 
to  try  and  stamp  out  this  disease. 
My  hope  is  that  we  may  be  able  to 
keep  uie  disease  within  the  Dublin 
scheduled  area ;  my  hope  is  that  day 
by  day  we  are  making  progress,  and 
that  there  will  be  a  final  stamping  out 
of  the  disease  even  in  that  district 
itself. 
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(10.45.)  Colonel  NOLAN:  I 
think  the  Chief  Secretary  is  impressed 
with  the  extreme  importance  of  the 
qnestions  I  have  raised,  especially  the 
latter.  But  he  did  not  answer  the  ques- 
tion I  asked,  as  to  who  is  the  Irish 
veterinary  adviser? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Do  yon  mean  the 
name? 

Colonel  NOLAN :  No ;  I  mean 
what  position  does  he  hold  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  mentioned  the 
Chi^  Inspector  in  Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Is  he  a  Veteri- 
nary Inspector?  It  does  not  follow 
ihaX  an  Inspector  at  a  port  is  a 
veterinary  sui^eon.  I  do  not  thii^ 
the  Chief  Secretary  attaches  quite 
enoogh  importance  to  fixing  responsi- 
bility with  regard  to  trawling.  His 
answer  to  me  seems  to  indicate  that 
everybody  in  general  might  look  after 
trawling. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  Coastguards 
look  after  it  to  a  certain  extent. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  What  is  looked 
after  to  a  certain  extent  is  everybody's 
business,  and  what  is  everybody's 
business  is  generally  nobody's  business. 
If  it  be  advisable  to  enforce  this  law 
somebody  should  be  responsible,  and 
they  should  have  machinery  to  en- 
force it. 

(10.48.)  Bb.  TANNER:  It  was 
with  a  certain  amount  of  surpise,  and 
not  with  satisfaction,  that  I  heard  the 
expression  of  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
somebody  looked  after  the  trawlmg  in 
a  general  sort  of  way.  That  is  the  way 
in  which  the  Irish  business  is  carried 
out.  The  Veterinary  Department  con- 
sists of  three  gentlemen.  Who  are 
these  gentlemen?  What  are  their  ages? 
I  ventured  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
the  other  day  in  the  form  of  aquestion, 
when  it  was  pointed  out  that  one  of 
these  gentlemen  was  pitchforked  into 
the  position.  You  have  got  pleuro- 
pneumonia raging  in  Dublin  ;  you  have 
got  the  most  unsatisfactory  state 
of  afiEairs  announced  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  this  Veterinary  Department. 
You  have  got  two  young  nincompoops, 
and  you  have  got  a  kind  of  a  naval  man 
or  aidlor,  who  could  not  be  expected  to 


know  anything  about  the  diseaaea  of 
cattle.  I  say  two  of  these  three  gentle- 
men are  young  boys.  How  tbey  got 
into  this  responsible  podtioa  ixmody 
knows.  How  this  naval  man  was 
pitchforked  into  the  position  nobody 
knows.  I  must  say  bom  all  I  have 
heard  from  responsible  aatlioritiea  in 
Ireland  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  officers  of  the  Veterinary 
Department  are  incompetent  to  deal 
with  the  questions  that  arise,  and  it  is 
altogether  a  disgrace  to  the  Department 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  that  tbey 
should  hold  their  present  poeitiiOTs. 
With  regard  to  the  inspection  of 
lunatic  asylums,  I  have  raised  the 
question  of  the  Board  of  Control  of 
the  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  I  want 
to  know  if  anything  has  been  done  on 
that  question  ?  The  Govomors  of  the 
Cork  Lunatic  A^lum  do  not  represent 
the  ratepayers  there.  I  wonid  al&o 
poinc  out  that  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  visiting  physician  in  Cork  is, 
in  itself,  a  shame  and  a  scandal.  I 
believe  the  matter  ought  to  be  looked 
into  by  the  Government,  and  if  it  is 
looked  into  I  bdieve  we  shall  have  a 
visiting  physician  appointed  again  aa 
he  was  heretofore.  There  is  yet  another 
question  which  I  feel  it  neoesBarrto 
raise.  I  called  attention  to  the  uffi- 
culty  of  deaUng  with  the  Irish  fisheries 
in  consequence  of  the  inroads  made  on 
the  mackerel  and  hake  fishing  on  our 
Southern  Coast.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  think  on  the  last 
occasion  when  I  raised  the  matter  that 
I  was  thoroughly  correct  in  what  I 
said.  I  have  here,  accordingly,  a 
cutting  from  the  Cnrk  Daily  Heraldt 
which  is  the  only  paper  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  that  det^  with  the  ease  of 
these  fisheries.    It  says : — 

"The  Attontioti  of  the  Impeeton  of  Iitab 
Fiaheiies  and  of  the  Government  has  been 
direeted  to  a  practioe  which,  if  permitted  t* 
continue  ondiecked,  must  have  moat  aerioos 
coneeqaanoea  tvr  tba  fishing  indaetry  on  tibe 
SoDthem  Coaata.  Briaflv  stated,  it  ia  caoaed 
by  boats  engagiDS  in  the  herrina  flahing  at  as 
onaeasonably  eany  period  of  we  year.  The 
resnlt  of  this  is  that  with  the  herring  eaotand 
there  ia  annually  deatroyed  an  eoOTinoaa 
quantitf^  of  inunatnra  maetord  and  baak. 
The  Ultimata  raault  moat  be  the  praotieal 
annihilation  of  the  mackerel  andhaax  fiabery 
OQ  those  coaata  on  which  the  herring  fishery 
is  being  panned  ondMr  anoh  daatnwtiTe 
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order  that  we  may  have  some  little  ex- 
presBion  of  opinion  upon  them.  One 
of  the  most  recent  appointments  as  In- 
spector is  that  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Green, 
a  Protestant  clergyman  from  Cork.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  he  was  ap- 
pointed. In  Ireland  the  Government 
always  try  to  fish  out  some  Protestant 
to  the  exclusion  of  GatholicB,  and 
usually  some  supporter  of  their  own  in 
opposition  to  the  nationid  feeling  of 
nine-tenths  of  the  population.  ("  No  I  ") 
Who  says  *'  No?"  It  is  perfectly  true. 
Probably  it  was  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Hunts  (Mr.  Smith  Barry),  who 
will  soon  go  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
We  can  afford  to  pass  these  expres- 
sions by. 

(11.4.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  spoken  about  the  Veteri- 
nary Department ;  and  I  can  only  re- 
peat what  I  said  the  other  day,  that  I 
think  the  hi^est  praise  is  due  to  the 
Veterinary  Department  for  the  ener- 
getic and  active  steps  they  have  takeo 
in  order  to 


conditions.    The  people  of  lUnsale  mem  to 
have  become  fatly  alive  to  the  importance  of 
this  matter  to  that  weU-knowo  flshfng  port, 
and  the  apfwehenuons  to  which  tiiey  give 
expresBion  appear  to  be  entirely  warranted 
by  the  facts.    Off  Uieir  fishing  grounds  the 
UUing  of  yoang  fish,  as  an  incident  of  the 
herring  fishery,  has  developed  to  an  alarming 
extent,  with  the  natural  result  of  serious 
deteriraatioa  in  the  larger  and  more  loerative 
industry;   And  what  makes  the  grievance  the 
more  {^jUng  is  that  those  who  carry  on  the 
dratraotive    trade  most  vigorously  are  not 
local  flshernaen  at  all,  nor  even  are  they  Irish- 
men.   There  are  at  present  fifty  Scotch  boats 
engaged  in  herring  fishing  off  the  Kiosale 
coast,  while  there  are  but  a  few,  possibly  half 
a  dozen,  from  Kinsale  or  any  Irish  port  So 
that  tiie  ElinBale  peopln  have  the  mor^oation 
of  seeing  the  great  industry  on  which  they  so 
largely  depend  year  by  year  suffering  deep 
and  uMting  injnry  through  the  cnpidi^  of 
■traoKen.    Of  course,  the  bad  example  of  the 
Ucotcn  invaders  is  apt  to  prove  contagious, 
and  local  flsbermen  may  well  be  tempted  to 
take  their  share  of  what  is  goiog,  rmrdless  of 
the  consequences,  when  they  see  the  havoc 
wrought  by  others  in  order  to  secure  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  gain.    But  the  present 
position  of  Irish  fishermen  in  reference  to  the 
matter  is  excessively  unsatisfactory.   For  it 
appears  that  as  the  law  stands  there  is  no 
remedy  whatever  for  their  grievance, 
and  that  no  action  can  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  scandalous  and  ruinons  operations  of 
the    Scotch  fishermen.   Bat,  unfortunately, 
the  Inspectors  feel  tiiat  they  have  no  power  to 
deal  with  the  matter,  and,  indeed,  venture 
the  opinion  that  the  Oovemment  can  do 
nothing   under  existing  legislation.  The 
herring  fishery  is  in  operation  at  places  from 
six  to  twen^  mllei  from  the  shore,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Fishery  Commissioners 
extends,  as  everyone  knows,  no  further  than 
three  miles.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that, 
nnless  some  further li^slation  be  enacted,  the 
Sooteh  fishermen   remain  masters  of  the 
situation,  and  the  practices  which  the  fishery 
inspectors  describe  as  *  most  injurious '  will  go 
on  nndiecked.   The  Oovemment  is  prepared 
to  go  any  lengths  to  maintain  the  seal  fishery 
in   Behring'a  Sea,  and  the  Newfoundland 
lobsters  have  almost  cost  England  a  colony. 
Surely  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
Ministry  will  not  find  any  insqpenblediffioulW 
in  controlling  the  operations  of  a  Scoteh 
flshittg  fleet  on  the  Irish  Coast  But  if  the 
Oovemment  should  decline  to  interfere  or  to 
bold  out  a  hand  for  the  protection  of  an 
important  industry  so  seriously  threatened, 
the  people  of  Kinsale  may  be  uiven  to  con- 
sidering whethw  they  are  wholly  helpless  in 
the  matter,  or  whether  they  may  not  be  able 
to  put  those  who  are  iaflioting  injury  on  them 
to  such  considerable  inconvenience  as  to 
induce  them  to  desist" 

These  last  remarks  certainly  deal  with 
the  French  fishermen.  There  is  no  use 
beating  the  air — at  the  same  time  it  is 
well  to  bring  these  points  forward  in 


Db.  TANNBE  :  Spread  pleuro-pneu- 

monia  I 

Mb.  JACKSON  ;  In  order  to  deal 
with  pleuro-pneumonia.  The  hon- 
Member  has  referred  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  some  of  the  cowsheds ;  but 
I  have  already  stated,  in  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Galway,  that  the  most 
active  steps  are  being  taken,  and  I  am 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  saying 
that  the  Corporation  are  actively 
seconding  our  efforts.  I  hope  the  re- 
sult will  prove  a  great  improvement  in 
the  sanitary  and  general  condition  of 
the  district.  The  hon.  Member  asked 
for  the  names  of  the  Inspectors.  1 
take  it  there  are  certain  duties  to  be: 
discharged  at  the  port  by  any  individual 
who  follows  his  instructions.  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Veterinary 
Department,  which  is  responsible  Cor 
dealing  with  this  question,  not  only  in 
Dublin,  but  in  every  other  part  of  Ire- 
land. I  can  say  from  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  for  some  months 
past  the  Department  has  put  on  enor- 
mous pressure  in  endeavouring  to  deal 
with  the  work  that  comes  to  its  hand. 

Db.  TANNEB:  One  of  the  three 
gentlemen  appointed  to  inspect  horses> 
and  cattle  is  a  naval  gentleman. 
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Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  am  quite  snre 
they  are  thorooghly  competent  for  their 
work,  and  dischai^  their  daties  in  a 
most  efficient  manner.  They  are  now 
-working  day  and  ni^t  most  loyally, 
and  efficiently  discharging  their  most 
important  daties,  and  it  is  a  bad 
reward  for  the  extreme  efforts  they  are 
making  that  such  a  moment  should  be 
selectra  to  make  such  remarks.  The 
hon.  Member  referred  to  the  Fishery 
Inspectors,  and  to  the  question  of  the 
catching  of  immature  mackerel  by 
herring  nets  at  Einsale.  The  question 
has  been  before  me  in  many  ways,  and 
I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the  date  at 
which  herring  fishing  begins  should  be 
reasonably  late,  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  killing  of  immature  fish. 
There  has  been  some  improvement 
made  in  that  respect. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  What  police 
have  the  Fishery  Inspectors  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  know  the 
name  of  the  gunboats,  but  they  have 
one  or  two.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
referred  to  the  Fishery  Inspectors,  and 
elightinglyof  one  Fisherylnspector,  than 
whom  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no  man 
more  competent  and  more  enthusiastic 
in  his  work  in  the  world. 

Db.  TANNEB:  I  never  spoke 
slightingly  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Green,  but 
this  much  Isay :  that  in  Ireland  I  think 
it  is  a  mistake — and  I  aay  it  as  an  Irish 
Protestant — to  select  an  Irish  Protes- 
tant clergyman,  when  you  have  such  a 
vast  field  of  Irish  Catholics  to  select 
from. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  glad  to  have 
drawn  from  the  hon.  Member  even  that 
acknowledgment.  I  believe  it  is  the 
universal  opinion  in  Ireland,  Protestant 
■and  Catholic  alike,  that  there  is  no 
man  in  the  whole  of  Ireland  who  knows 
more  on  the  subject  and  devotes  himself 
more  assiduously  to  his  duties  than  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Green.  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  something  of  his  work, 
and  during  the  last  six  months,  when 
the  Fishery  Inspectors  have  been  short- 
handed,  his  duties  have  been  largely 
increased.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Cloneested  Districts  Board ;  he  is  one 
of  the  ^shery  Inspectors ;  he  has 
underfca'teu  personally  to  conduct  the 
most  811  s.-ersfol  and  important  ezperi- 


ment  that  has  been  made  in  Galway, 
and  I  say  the  highest  praise  is  due 
certainly  from  every  Member  of  the 
Irish  Goveminent  to  Mr.  Gxeea  for 
the  great  services  he  has  rendei«d.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
sa^  more  than  that,  bat  I  certainly 
thmk  so  much  is  due  to  Mr.  Green. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  With  regard  to 
this  question  of  gunboats,  I  would  ask 
the  Chief  Seeretai^  if  he  would  give 
me  a  promiae  to  nave  these  fisheries 
iodud  after  as  much  as  the  Scotch 
Office  look  after  the  Scotch  fish^es, 
and  to  have  a  few  fast  gunboats  placed 
on  the  station  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  promiung  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Grentleman  that  I  will  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  try  and  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Irish  fisheries. 

(11.14.)  Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY: 
I  think  it  is  unfair  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  charge  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  with  having  spoken 
slightingly  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Green. 
I  certainly  understood  that  he  has 
done  nothing  of  that  kind.  So  far  as 
my  information  goes  the  Bev.  Mr.  Grem 
has  dischai^ed  his  duties  in  a  very 
effioioit  manner,  and  I  only  wish  the  Go- 
vemment  would  fill  their  appointments 
with  gentlemen  who  are  as  efficient  as 
Mr.  Green.  We  hear  that  Sir  Thomas 
Brady's  place  is  to  be  filled  by  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes.  If  Mr.  Cecil  Bhodes  is 
a  specimen  of  the  Irish  Catholics  you 
have  got  to  fill  positions  of  this  kind, 
all  I  say  is,  give  me  Irish  Protestants 
like  Mr.  Green.  Of  course,  I  do  n<^ 
intend  to  continue  the  discussion  on 
this  point ;  but  I  may  point  out  that 
the  Government  three  years  ago,  I 
think,  passed  an  Act  giving  En^sh 
Local  Bodies  very  extensive  powers 
for  the  management  of  sea  fineries, 
and  created  Fishery  Boards  around 
the  whole  of  the  English  Coast. 
I  wish  to  support  what  has  been  said 
With  regard  to  Irish  fisheries.  There 
is,  however,  another  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer,and  that  is  the  abolition  of 
the  office  of  visitii^  physician  to  Irish 
lunatic  asylums.  There  is  something 
like  an  agitation  all  over  Ireland  in 
regard  to  this  question,  and  I  hope  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
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makS  some  statement  with  referenoe 
to  it.    The  Irish  people  were  very 
much  surprised  to  learn  that  this 
change  had  taken  place  without  any 
demand  for  it  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
oeraed.   I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  twenty  years  ago  a 
Hoyal  Commission  reported  in  the 
strongest  manner  as  to  the  adyisability 
of   continuing  the  office  of  visiting 
physician  to  Irish  lunatic  asylums. 
No  one  is  in  favour  of  its  abolition,  so 
far  as  I  can  see,  except  the  managers 
of  such  institutions.    It  appears  to  me 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  such 
inspection  should  be  continued  in  order 
to  provide  against  abuses.   I  do  not 
suggest  that  the    managers  of  the 
a^wms  are  not  men  to  be  trusted,  or 
that  any  impropriety  takes  place  in. 
their  institutions,  but  abuses  may  arise 
unless  there  is  same  outside  ioape^tion. 
As  the  medical  profession  are  against 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  inspecting 
physician,  I  trust    the    right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  make  some  statement 
on  the  subject. 

(11.19.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  No  doubt 
the  question  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  raised  has  created  some  amount  of 
interest  in  Ireland.  Hiere  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
and  not  very  long  ago  a  Com- 
mittee which  was  appointed  reported 
that  the  whole  system  of  visit- 
ing physicians  was  not  the  best 
form  of  giving  protection  to  the  patients 
in  the  asylums.  I  cannot,  however, 
say  that  the  question  is  closed,  because 
it  IS,  in  fact,  still  under  consideration. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge, 
the  balance  of  evidence  is  in  favour  of 
calling  in  Racialists  to  deal  with  par- 
ticular oases  as  they  arise.  The  Com- 
mittee may  rest  assured  that  we  shall 
endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  arrive 
at  the  best  solution  of  the  difficulty, 
and  that  no  definite  action  will  betaken 
except  on  the  strongest  evidence. 

(11.22.)  Db.  TANNER:  I  have 
listened  with  some  curiosity  and  in- 
terest to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  medical  superin- 
tendents of  such  institntions  should  not 
have  the  power  of  calling  in  whom  they 
please.  It  would  not  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  asylums  or  the  inmates,  and 
it  would  entail  more  expense  than  the 
VOL.  V.       [foubth  series.] 


present  system  of  visiting  physicians. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  a 
great  deal  of  common  sense  when  at 
the  Treasury ;  but  since  he  has  under- 
taken the  office  of  Chief  Secretary  to 
Ireland,  he  has  not  gone  into  the 
matter  in  such  a  rational  way  as 
formerly.  He  ought  not  to  have  taken 
advice  from  the  authorities  at  Dublin 
Castle  upon  this  subject.  He  should 
at  once  have  seen  that  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  supersede  the  visiting 
physicians,  or  to  leave  it  to  the  medical 
superintendents  of  the  asylums  to  call 
in  whom  they  pleased.  I  must  now 
say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Green.  I  have  the  honour  of 
knowing  him,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
had  no  idea  of  speaking  slightingly 
with  regard  to  him.  I  had  heurd 
various  criticisms  about  his  appoint- 
ment, and  I  simply  laid  them  before  the 
Committee.  I  would  like  to  know  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  attempted  to 
ride  off  upon  this  side  issue  ?  There 
were  no  less  than  fourteen  competent 
veterinary  surgeons  to  select  from,  and 
yet  the  Rev.  Mr.  Green  was  chosen  as 
Inspector.  That  is  the  way  in  which 
business  is  being  done  in  Ireland.  I 
say  that  the  money  to  be  spent  in 
stamping  out  pleuro-pneumonia  in  Ire- 
land will  be  largely  wasted  for  lack  of 
competent  advice,  of  which  there  is 
plenty  to  be  had  if  only  the  Govern- 
ment would  avail  themselves  of  it. 

(11.27.)  Mr.  MORTON  :  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  somewhat  extraordinary 
that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Green  should  have 
been  selected  as  an  Inspector  in  Ire- 
land. In  this  country  we  consider 
that  ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  not 
qualified  to  act  as  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries.  We  hear  of  them  as  being 
sometimes  well-qualified  in  regard  to 
hunting,  racing,  and  sporting  generally, 
but  not  to  act  as  business-like  officials. 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  a  few 
hours  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
this  Vote,  with  regard  to  the  actucu 
expenditure  itself ;  but  as  there  is  no 
time  for  doing  that,  I  will  only  say 
that  there  is  an  immense  waste  of 
money  going  on  under  the  present 
Government.  I  wish  now  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  question  with 
regard  to  Mrs.  Montagu.  Her  case  is 
one  which  hasoreated  some  little  feeling 
2  0 


Digitized  by 


987  Supply— Civil  {COMMONS} 

in  this  country  as  well  as  in  Ireland. 
I  am  aware  that  it  could  be  considered 
on  the  Prisons  Vote;  but  still  we 
know  very  well,  especially  in  regard  to 
Ireland  

The  chairman  (Mr.  Coubtney, 
Cornwall,  Bodmin) :  This  subject  can 
be  properly  considered  under  the 
Prisons  Vote. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  wish  to  complain 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  conduct. 
!nie  account  of  the  Prisons  Board 
really  

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  must  be 
discussed  under  the  Prisons  Vote. 

Mb.  MORTON :  Very  weU.  Then  I 
will  discuss  it  under  the  Prisons  Vote. 
I  will  only  say  that  in  regard  to  this 
other  Vote  that  it  is  particularly  extrava- 
gant. There  appears  to  be  an  immense 
sum  wasted  in  Ireland,  which  I  hope, 
in  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers,  we 
shall  before  many  months  elapse  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  and 
redaoiii^. 

Db.  tanner  :  The  Chief  Secretarj' 
just  now  attempted  to  answer  what  I 
advanced  against  one  of  his  Inspectors. 
He  told  me  that  he  was  a  Port  Inspec- 
tor. On  page  181  there  is  additional 
illustration  of  what  I  attempted  to 
point  out.  I  am  in  a  position  to  prove 
that  the  Inspector  is  a  travelling 
Inspector  at  a  salary  of  £300  per  year. 
I  really  must  ooniplain  of  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  who 
evidently  has  attempted  to  mislead  the 
Committee  by  telling  it  

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  t 

Db.  TANNER:  I  certainly  say  he 
was  in  error.  I  do  not  say  he  misled 
the  House  wilfully. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  try  to  express  what  he 
means. 

Db.  tanner  :  Certainly.     I  am 
expressing  exactly  what  I  mean. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  ! 

Db.  tanner  :  I  aay  that  one  of 
these  two  travelling  Inspectors  is  a 
Navy  man,  who  draws  a  salary  of  £300 
per  year.  The  Chief  Secretary  told  us 
that  he  was  an  Inspector  at  ports, 
which  he  said  was  a  sort  of  duty  for 
Mr.  Morton 
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which  naval  men  were  competent.  In 
that  way  he  mixes  up  two  offices  which 
are  entirely  distinct.  The  gentlemaD 
whose  salary  I  drew  attention  to  is  a 
travelling  Inspector ;  and  in  order  to 
emphasise  that  fact,  I  beg  to  move  » 
reduction  of  £300. 

Moti<m  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"That  Item  E,  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment, be  reduced  by  £300."— (Dr. 

Tanner.) 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

5.  £1,297,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Charitable  Donations  and  Beqoests 
Office,  Ireland. 

6.  £103,792,  to  complete  the  sun* 
for  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  There  are  a  couple 
of  points  to  which  I  should  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.  There  is  one  matter  in 
connection  with  the  workhouses  that 
we  feel  anxious  about — and  that  is  the 
bringing  up  of  the  children  in  the  work- 
house. Everything  else  in  connection 
with  Irish  workhouses  is  admirably 
well  done.  In  Ireland  we  do  our  best 
to  bring  the  children  up  well,  but  I 
doubt  whether  the  atmosphere  of  tha 
workhouse  is  a  good  one.  It  is  not  that 
they  become  immoral  children;  it  ia 
that  they  do  not  like  work,  ant  are 
fond  of  returning  to  the  workhouse.  I 
think  the  Government  might  allow  the 
workhouses  to  admit  children  into  the 
industrial  schools.  Of  course,  all 
children  cannot  be  committed  to  the 
industrial  schools,  but  I  think  that 
many  of  those  who  stay  in  the  work- 
houses until  they  are  thirteen  or  four- 
teen years  of  age  might  be  admitted. 
I  think  the  form  of  committing  an 
offence  asagronndof  committal  might, 
in  regard  to  wotkhouse  children,  bedis- 
pensed  with,  and  the  children  admitted 
tor  a  small  contribution.  There  ia 
another  point  I  wish  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  to  recommend  to  the  Chief 
Secretary ;  and  I  think  it  is  one  ripe 
for  consideration.  It  is  in  regard  to 
the  fees  charged  by  medical  officers  in 
Ireland,  and  there  is  also  the  question  of 
pensions.  We  get  half  the  salary,  but 
we  do  not  get  the  pensions.   I  think  if 
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the  QoTemment  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  possibility  of  paying  half 
the  peDBions,  we  should  m  more  in- 
clined to  pension  the  medical  offiqers 
•off.  As  to  the  fees  ohareed  by  medical 
offieera.  Up  to  two  or  three  years  ago 
-the  doctors  used  to  oha»e  £1  for  a 
few  visits.  On  the  other  hand,  a  man 
.moderately  well  off,  by  getting  a  red 
ticket  from  the  workhouse  authority 
-could  compel  the  doctor  to  attend  for 
nothing.  In  England  yoa  have  six- 
'  penny.oneshilling.twoshillingsandsix- 
penny,  and  five  shillings  doctors ;  but 
in  parts  of  Ireland  up  to  three  or  four 
Tears  ago  these  were  almost  unkuovm. 
The  Local  Oovemment  Board  ought  to 
initiate  some  svstem  by  which  the 
vorkhouse  authorities  could  bv  the 
issue  of  tickets  secure  that  the  fee  snonld 
be  two  shillings  and  sixpence  or  five 
shillings. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Maddbm,  Dnbhn 
University):  The  matter  referred  to 
by  the  ncm.  and  gallant  Member  is 
4>ne  which  has  from  time  to  time  en- 
gaged my  attention  during  the  last  few 
^ears.  I  have  always  thought  that 
the  system  under  which  ohildxen  who 
Are  inmates  of  workhouses  are  trans- 
ferred to  industrial  schools  is  not  a 
satisfactory  one,  and  is  capable  of  im- 
provement. It  is  a  matter  I  shall  be 
,glad  to  Donsider,  but  there  are  statu- 
tory eonditions  to  be  dealt  with.  As 
to  uie  other  two  matters  referred  to, 
they  will  not  require  l^slation.  I 
may  say  that  I  will  take  the  earliest 
cpportunity  of  conferring  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  upon 
■  these  questions. 

Db.  TANNER:  One  other  matter 
to  which  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  this  Vote  is 
that  of  labourers'  cottages.  I  have 
.addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  a 
series  of  questions  on  this  subject,  as  I 
£nd  that  is  a  far  better  plan  for  getting 
information  than  on  the  occasion  of  a 
Vote  of  this  sort,  which  is  taken  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  I  shoold  like 
to  know  how  it  is  that  there  are  only 
72  labourers'  oott^es  built  in  the 
whole  Province  of  Ulster?  I  have  a 
whole  batch  of  communications  here 
from  that  province  complaining  of  this 


state  of  things.  In  reply  to  one  of 
my  questions^  the  Chief  Seoretaiy  told 
me  tnat  the  Ulster  landlords  behaved 
so  well  to  their  labourers  th^t  there 
was  no  trouble  whatever  with  regard 
to  laboorraa'  cottages.  Well,  Sir,  I 
have  numerous  letters  from  Ooimty 
Antrim,  South  Tyrone,  North  Armagh, 
and  from  other  places,  stating  thfit  a 
more  gratuitous  insult  was  never 
offered  to  the  Irish  labourers.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  Ballymena  dis- 
trict there  are  upwards  of  350  labourers 
who  are  not  properly  housed.  To 
substantiate  my  statement  I  refer  to 
Reports  of  the  Medical  Inspectors,  who 
state  that  many  of  the  cottages  ocou- 

fied  by  these  people  are  unfit  for  human 
abittttion.  If  we  do  not  try  to  remove 
the  wrongs  from  which  these  men  are 
suffering  they  will  by  oi^anisation  do 
so  themselves.  They  are  already  doing 
something  in  this  respect,  as  many 
Ulster  Members  will  find  to  their  cost 
before  long.  I  do  hope,  whether  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  is  short  or  long — and  the 
shorter  the  better  for  those  poor  people 
— that  an  investigation  wiU  be  made 
into  this  matter. 

Mb.  MADDEN ;  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  initiative 
in  this  matter  does  not  rest  with  the 
liocal  Grovemment  Board.  The  Looal 
Government  Board,  however,  have 
power  to  send  down  an  Inspector  to 
institute  inquiries ;  and  in  cases  where 
the  Local  Authorities  responsible  have 
not,  in  their  opinion,  responded  to  any 
reasonable  request  for  the  erection  of 
labourers'  cottages,  the  Act  can  then 
be  administered  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  I  mil  communicate  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend  on  this  matter, 
and  X.  <un  sure  he  will  inquire  into  any 
case  in  which  it  appears  the  Boards  <n 
Guardians  have  fuled  to  do  their  duty 
in  tlus  particular. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  shaU  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  putting  the 
Chief  Secretary  in  possession  of  facts 
relating  to  the  necessity  for  the  erection 
of  labourers*  cottages  in  Ireland. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

7.  £4,001,  to  complete  the  sum  lor 
the  Public  Record  Office,  Ireland. 
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8.  Motion  made,  and  Qoestion 
propoBed, 

"That  a  BDm,  oot  exoeeduig  £16,63&»  be 
granted  to  Her  Hajes^,  to  complete  the  Butn 
neoeaaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
eome  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
endi^  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1^,  for  the 
Salaries  and  EnwnseB  in  the  Department  of 
the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  and  the 
Expensea  of  Ctdlecting  AgrionlttmU  and  oUier 
etatbticB  in  Ireland." 

*SiB  JOHN  GOBST :  I  am  going  to 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
£3,000,  because  the  officers  entrusted 
with  the  Irish  Census  have  carried  but 
their  duties  in  so  admirable  a  muinw 
that  the  Returns  will  be  completed  in  a 
shorter  time  than  was  expected.  It 
was  thought  that  the  staff  would  be 
employed  on  the  work  till  October  of 
the  present  yeax ;  but  I  am  informed 
that  their  labours  will  not  extend 
beyond  the  30th  June.  A  saving  of 
£3,000  will,  therefore,  be  effected  on  the 
Estimate ;  and  it  is  in  order  to  mark 
publicly  the  valuable  service  thus 
rendered  I  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  amount  I  have  named. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  reduced  sum,  not  exceeding 
£12,539,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Service." — {Sir  John  Oorst.) 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  think  the  course 
proposed  is  not  only  unusual,  but  it  is 
very  objectionable.  The  item  towhich 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
is  for  incompleted  service.  The  work 
does  not  expire  till  September,  and  it  is 
impossible  at  the  present  moment  to 
say  what  will  be  the  expenditure. 
What  justification  is  there  for  the  pro- 
posed [iteration  ?  A  more  reasonable 
course  would  be  to  let  the  Estimate 
remain  as  it  is,  and  if  there  is  a  surplus 
let  it  go  into  tUa  ordinary  channel.  I 
see  no  justification  for  the  proposal. 

*SiB  JOHN  GOBST:  I  am  sorry  I 
failed  to  make  itself  dear  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  this  Estimate 
was  prepared  it  was  supposed  that 
the  work  would  be  completed  on  the 
30th  September  this  year,  and  the 
salaries  to  the  temporary  clerks  and 
others  engaged  were  calciUated  on  that 
basis.  It  is  now  definitely  and  offi- 
cially stated  that  the  work  will  be 
completed  by  the  30th  June,  and  there- 
fore there  is  in  the  Estimates  a  quarter's 
salary  for  all  these  temporary  clerks, 


&c.,  that  will  not  be  wanted,  and  this 
makes  a  redaction  of  £3,000.  If  we 
had  had  in  Januazy  last  tbs  knowledoa 
which  is  now  in  our  possessioii  tEe 

Estimates  presented  would  have  been 
£3,000  less.  I  am  only  asking  the 
Committee  to  pass  the  Vote  for  the 
sum  of  money  which  is  necessuy  for 
the  purpose  tor  which  it  is  designed. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  says.  Why 
not  vote  more  money  than  is  re- 
quired  

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

*8iB  JOHN  GOBST :  But  if  we  vote 
more  money  than  is  required  we  are 
simply  taking  money  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  taxpayers.  It  would  be 
utterly  indefensible  for  us  to  take 
£3,000  which  is  not  required.  The  hon. 
Member  says  that  if  this  money  is  voted 
and  not  spent  it  would  go  into  the  sor* 
plus  in  the  ordinal^  way.  But  if  the 
money  is  voted  and  not  spent  and  goes 
into  the  surplus,  it  will  be  appliw  to 
the  reduction  of  the  National  ]>»>t;  and 
I  maintam  tiiat  we  have  no  right  to  ask 
for  a  sum  of  mon^  which  we  know 
will  not  be  wajited,  in  order  that  it 
may  go  into  the  surplus. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Do  I  understand 
that  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  satisfied  that  the  money  will 
not  be  required  ? 
*8iB  JOHN  GOBST:  I  understood 
that  I  stated  that. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  light  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  by  any  means  make 
that  clear  in  his  first  speech.  If  it  is 
merely  a  question  of  not  paying  a 
quarter's  salary  to  some  persons  vbo 
will  be  disengaged,  I  raise  no  opposition. 

Dr.  TANNEB  :  I  suppose  the  work 
has  been  completed  earlier  than  you 
thought,  because  of  the  policy  of 
emigration  and  extermination  which 
has  been  pursued  by  the  Government. 
The  Census  shows  that  there  are  a 
quarter  of  a  million  fewer  persons  in 
!h-eiand,  and  this  is  owing  to  the  abomi- 
nable policy  you  have  porsoed  in  oar 
country. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

9.  £5,237,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey* 
Ireland. 
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Class  III. 

10.  £46,336,  to  complete  the  gam 
for  Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prose- 
cations,  Ireland. 

11.  £78,609,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Sapreme  Court  of  Judicature  and  other 
Ijegal  Departments  in  Ireland. 

13.  £44,000,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Irish  I^d  Commission. 

13. -  £86,325,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  County  Court  Officers,  &c.,  Ireland. 

DB.TANNEB:  There  is,  perhaps,  no 
object  in  worrying  the  Government, 
because  we  shall  have  a  better  way  of 
dealing  with  them  before  long.  But 
I  shoold  like  to  call  attention  to  a 
recent  prosecution  which  was  conducted 
before  a  Besident  Ma^trate  named 
Byrne  at  Macroom.  This  man  was 
amolntely  kicked  out  of  a  common 
lodging  house  in  Cork  for  improper  con- 
duct, and  yet  we  find  him  sitting  on  the 
Bench  and  convicting  two  respectable 
gentlemen  of  taking  drink  in  an  hotel 
after  hours.  These  gentlemen  had 
gone  to  the  hotel  to  see  two  friends 
aom  Cork  who  were  staying  there.  It 
turned  out  subsequently  tlubt  the  two 
gentlemen  were  teetotalers,  and  had 
zievw  had  uiything  to  drink  in  their 
lives,  and  the  prosecution  was  cancelled, 
but  I  think  it  is  most  objectionable 
that  they  should  have  been  left  to  the 
magisterial  care  of  a  man  of  the  dis- 
reputable character  of  this  Magistrate. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

14.  £66,767,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Pohce. 

15.  £832,655,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Constabulary,  Ireland. 

Db.  tan  neb  :  I  may  mention  in 
connection  with  the  prosecution  to 
which  I  referred  just  now,  thi^  the 
head  oohstable  at  Macroom  has  been 
a  kind  of  agent  provocateur  in  con- 
nection with  the  whole  business. 
Ni^t  after  night  he  has  been 
spying  about,  and  this  prosecution 
was  the  result  of  his  watching. 
I  have  before  raised  the  question  in 
regard  to  the  same  constable,  and  I 
hope  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  remove  lum  to  some  other  place, 


where  he  will  not  be  such  a  centre  of 

local  disturbance. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

16.  ^87,018,  to  complete  the  sum 

for  Prisons,  Ireland. 

17.  £56,457,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Reformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools,  Ireland. 

16.  £4,044,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Dundrum  Criminal  Imnatio  Asylum. 

Class  IV. 
19.  £499,801,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Public  Education,  Ireland. 

(12.18.)  Colonel  NOLAN  :  In  the 
discussion  on  the  Irish  Education  Bill 
we  were  told,  if  we  wished  to  bring  any 
fresh  classes  under  the  Bill,  we  ought 
to  deal  with  the  matter  on  this  Vote. 
The  Bill  is  a  vanishing  quantity,  and 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasunr  is 
constantly  putting  if  off.  It  has  been 
pushed  off  in  many  ways,  so  that  I 
would  like  now  to  say  a  few  words  on 
an  important  question  which  is 
agitating  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people 
— the  question  of  the  rules  of  the 
National  Education  Board  under 
which  the  Christian  Brothers  are 
excluded  from  any  share  of  the  grant. 
The  Chief  Secretary  has  been  absent 
from  the  House  for  some  time,  but  I 
would  like  an  explanation  from  some 
other  Member  of  the  Irish  Govem- 
ment,  or  from  the  First  Lord,  of  why 
they  are  excluded,  and  why  steps  have 
not  been  taken  tc  include  the  very  best 
schools  in  Ireland.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  Christian  Brothers  give  the 
best  primary  education  in  Ireland,  and 
yet  the  Government  insists  on  excluding 
them  h-om  this  Vote.  In  England, 
schools  of  a  similar  character  get 
grants;  I  do  not  say  in  every  case. 
In  Ireland  these  schools  are  exdnded, 
because  the  Christian  Brothers  will 
have  certain  religious  emblems 
in  their  schools ;  but  I  think  a  fair 
compromise  might  be  arrived  at  by  the 
introduction  of  a  Conscience  Clause  in 
all  those  schools  where  the  Protestants 
have  ro  school  of  their  own  persuasion 
to  which  they  can  send  their  children. 
In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  there 
are  excellent  Protestant  schools  where 
the  Christian  Brothers  have  schools,  as 


Digitized  by 


•S95       .  Svpphf—CivU 


{COMMONS}         Services.  1892^.  996 


in  Londondexry,  Dnblin,  and  Cork,  and 
in  these  places  any  money  given  to  the 
Christian  Brothers  would  be  spent  on 
Catholic  children,  and  would  not  affect 
the  Protestant  olidldren  in  any  way.  It 
may  be  stud  that  such  a  course  would 
be  against  the  original  policy  of  the 
national  education  system.  It  was 
originally  a  proselytising  system  for 
turning  Catholics  into  Protestants,  but 
that  was  resisted  by  the  late  Arch- 
itishopof  Tuam,  with  the  result  that  now 
it  is  no  longer  a  proselytising  system, 
but  varies  with  the  people  who  work 
it.  It  might  be  worked  as  a  prosely- 
tising syatem ;  it  is  largely  worked  as  a 
•denomination^  system,  and  in  some 
■cases  as  a  secular  s^tem.  It  depends 
very  muob  on  the  Commissioners  and 
the  Oovemment  as  to  how  it  is  worked, 
And  I  think  the  Government  might  now 
■see  their  way  to  a  compromise,  and  to 
so  modify  the  rules  that  the  Christian 
Brothers  should  have  the  grant  ex- 
tended to  them.  The  chief  objection 
has  been  that  they  will  have  a  crucifix 
and  the  statues  in  the  schools,  but  many 
Protestants  do  not  object  to  them.  I 
<b  not  think  Ireland  is  in  a  fair  position 
compared  with  England  so  long  as  the 
best  schools  are  excluded  mm  the 
.^ruit.  There  is  another  point.  I  am 
informed  that  in  consequence  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Education  Bill,  the 
Oovemment  are  making  reductions  in 
the  allowances  to  teachers,  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  if  that  is  the  case.  The 
reductions  are  small,  cheese-paring 
economies,  which  are  injurious  to  the 
teachers ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  if 
they  are  being  made  on  the  ground  that 
the  teachers  vdU  benefit  by  the  Educa- 
tion BiU? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  There  is  no  connec- 
tion, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  between  the 
reductions  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  and  the 
Education  Bill.  As  regards  the  other 
question,  it  is  one,  no  doubt,  of  con- 
siderable interest ;  but  as  I  suppose  we 
shall  have  a  discussion  on  the  Educa- 
tion Bill,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  going 
into  the  question  now. 

Coi<OHEL  NOLAN  :  I  will  be  satisfied 
with  that  answer  for  the  present,  on 
■condition  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  throw  the  question  over 
4>n  a  future  occasion. 
Colonel  Nolan 


(12.30.)  Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.): 
I  should  like  to  su^^st  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  ought  to  follow 
the  precedent  set  in  England  in  regard 
to  higher  grade  schools,  and  eatabliah 
in  Irehuid  higher  ^rade  schools,  ondw 
which  s^tem  of  higher  grade  schools 
the  Christian  Brothers  might  very  well 
come  in,  taking  advantage  of  the  pri- 
mary grant,  and  also  taking  advan- 
tage of  the.  intermediate  education 
grant. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

20.  £605,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Endowed  Schools  Commisuoners,  Ire- 
land. 

21.  £1,700,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

22.  £3,028,  to  complete  the  sam  for 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland. 

Class  VI. 

23.  £2,213,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. 

24.  £9,224.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Hospitais  and  Charities,  Ireland. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To- 
morrow! 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY— ARMY  BBTIMATES,  1892-3. 

Besolutions  [10th  June]  reported. 
BesoltitionB  1  to  16  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICES,  188^ 
Class,  V. 

17.  "  ThBt  a  sum,  Dot  exceeding  £219,747,  ba 
graated  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  lam 
neeessary  to  detray  tfa«  Cha^  iniich  will  oCRoe 
lo  ooiim  of  paTment  during  the  year  eading 
on  the  31rt  da/  of  March,  1883,  tor  the  «i- 
pensea  of  Her  Majerty'i  Embaasiea  and  Uia- 
sions  abroad,  and  of  the  Consiilar  Eatabliah* 
mentfl  abroad  and  other  expenditore  diarg^ 
able  on  the  Conaolar  Vote." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 

Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

(12.490  Mb.  LEOH  (Lanoashu». 
S.W.,  Newton):  Upon  this  Vote  I 
shoold  like  to  obtain  some  information 
in  r^[ard  to  our  Legation  at  Bucharest. 
Last  year,  when  Sir  Henry  Drummond 
WoUf  was  afipointed  to  this  post,  the 
salary  was  inoreased  from  j^,dOO  to 
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£3,500,  and  we  were  told  the  Mission 
was  created  one  of  the  first  class.  The 
explanation  of  the  ciroumstances  given 
by  the  then  Under  Secretary  was  that 
Bir  Henry  Dmmmond  Wolff's  salary 
was  raised  on  account  of  his  distin- 
guished serrtceB  ;  though,  for  my  part,  I 
am  unable  to  recollect  any  specially 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  that 
gentleman.  The  salary  was  raised  on 
account  of  the  increased  importance  of 
the  Legation.  Bat  now  I  observe  the 
salary  of  our  Minister  there  has  been 
reduced  by  £1,000,  and  that,  I  think, 
the  House  will  agree  with  me  requires 
some  explanation.  Does  the  post  con- 
tinue a  first-clasB  Mission?  Are  the 
services  of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff 
really  worth  more  by  £1,000  than 
those  of  any  other  Minister  suc- 
ceeding him  at  Bucharest,  or  are 
our  relations  with  Boumania  of 
less  importance  now  that  Sir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolff  has  left  that  post  ? 
Of  course,  if  that  is  the  case,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say ;  but  it  does  ap- 
pear to  me  that  an  undeserved  slight 
has  been  passed  upon  our  Minister,  Sir 
John  Walsham,  who  succeeded  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff  at  Bucharest, 
and  who  was  lately  our  Ambassador  to 
China. 

*(12.60.)  The  UNDER  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE  FOB  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtheb, 
Cumberland,  Penrith) :  I  wish  I  could 
satisfy  the  hon.  Member,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, this  is  the  first  notice  I  have 
had  of  his  intention  to  raise  this  ques- 
tion at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings, 
and,  therefore,  he  must  not  think  it 
extraordmary  if  I  am  xmable  to  reply 
in  detail  upon  the  point  he  has  raised. 
The  hon.  Bfember  is  in  error,  I  think, 
in  assuming  that  the  salary  of  the 
Minister  in  Roumania  is  reduced.  If 
he  will  look  at  the  Vote,  Class  V., 
page  397,  he  will  observe  that  the 
sahiry  attached  to  the  post  is  exactly 
the  same  this  year  as  last  year — 
namely,  £2,400.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  sLij^t  cast  upon  Sir  John  Walsham 
or  any  other  gentleman  a}^inted  to 
the  post  of  Minister  to  Boumania. 
The  hon.  Member  hasstated  that  when 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff  was  ap- 
pointed he  received  an  extra  £1,000  a 
year.  I  had  not  at  the  time  the  honour 


of  holding  the  position  I  now  do,  fuid, 
therefore,  I  am  not  able  to  state  when 
the  question  is  sprung  upon  me  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  increase  the  salary  attach- 
ing at  that  time  to  the  post  at- 
Bucharest  ;  but  if  I  may  venture 
to  conjecture,  it  was  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  Sir  Henry  Drum- 
mond Wolff  had  suffered  considerably 
in  health  during  his  residence  ia 
Persia,  and  the  extra  salary  was  a» 
purely  personal  one,  attaching  to  him 
during  his  residence  in  Bucharest; 
That  may  be  the  possible  explanation 
on  the  point  upon  which  the  hon. 
Member  desires  information.  But  if 
my  hon.  Friend  will  put  a  question  on 
the  Paper  for  to-morrow,  or  a  later 
date,  I  shall  be  glad  to  inquire  whether 
the  reason  I  have  given  is  correct,  or 
whether  there  are  any  other  reasons  in 
reference  to  the  matter  upon  which  h» 
inquires. 

(12.52.)  Mb.  BRYCB  (Aberdeen, 
S.) :  I  take  the  opportunity  to  ask  th& 
hon.  Gentleman  for  information  upon 
two  points- -first,  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  lay  before  the  House  any 
Papers  in  reference  to  Madagascar,  and 
the  various  n^otiations  which  have 
been  going  on  with  the  Governments, 
of  Madagascu'  and  France;  and, 
secondly,  when  it  is  proposed  to  giv& 
us  further  information  in  reference  to- 
the  Persian  Tobacco  Monopoly  and  the 
dealings  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
therewith. 

*(12.53.)  Mr.  LOWTHER:  I  caa 
only  reply  with  the  permission  of  th& 
House.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
intention  to  lay  Papers  with  r^ard  U> 
Madagascar.  The  commumcations 
which  have  passed  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  French 
Government  have  been  few  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  With  regard 
to  Papers  on  the   Persian  tobacco- 

fuestion,  I  can  only  repeat  what 
have  already  said,  that  as  soon  as  an 
arrangement  has  been  arrived  at 
between  the  Persian  Government  amd  th*- 
Corporation, Supers  will  be  at  onoepre- 
sented ;  but  so  long  as  n^ptiations  are 
pending  it  is  impossible  to  pnxLuce 
Papers.  They  are  in  a  forward  state  of 
preparation,  and  as  soon  as  a  doQnite 
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arrangemeat  is  oome  to  they  will  be 
presented. 

(12.54.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.) :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
does  be  still  adhere  to  the  statement  he 
made  the  other  night  that  a  message 
may  shortly  be  expected  from  Captain 
Lugard  at  Uganda  ?  This^  he  said  six 
or  eight  days  ago ;  has  he  still  reason  to 
hope  that  a  message  will  riiortly  be 
received  ?  I  have  to-day  seen  in  the 
Press  a  statement  that  there  isreason  to 
suppose  despatches  have  been  lost  or 
intercepted ;  but  can  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  now  if  we  may  expect  to  get 
despatches  from  Uganda  giving  us  some 
explanation  as  to  the  reported  extermi- 
nation of  the  Catholic  Mission  there  ? 

(12.55A  Db.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  I  shall  be  glad  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  can  give  us  any  information 
as  to  the  truth  of  reports  published  to- 
night of  fresh  outrages  upon  mission- 
aries in  China.  The  reports  come  by 
way  of  Shanghai  and  San  Francisco — 

"Of  renewed  outnwes  opoa  European 
misiionories  in  the  Fo-kien  province,  in 
Eutem  China,  andinSe-cbuen,  1,500  miles  up 
the  Yangtae-Eiuig." 

The  telegram  says : 

"  On  April  27,  the  house  occupied  by 
mifldonuies  of  the  Church  of  England  at 
C3iiii-ho  was  attacked  by  a  mob,  vmich  had 
been  assembled  by  the  leading  military  men  of 
the  place.  After  being  exposed  to  insults  for 
three  honrs,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Newcombe 
were  rescued  by  a  mandarin  and  taken  to  the 
Tamen.  Evidence  is  not  wanting  pointing  to 
the  complicity  of  the  mandarin  in  the  riot.  On 
Hay  11  the  little  mission  hospital  and  dis- 

Eansary  at  Kienning  were  attacked  and  wrecked 
y  a  mob  of  hired  ruffians  in  the  pay  of  a  lead- 
ing literary  man  of  the  (Aty.  Dr.  Bigg  narrowly 
Moaped  death." 

Last  year  and  this  year  we  had 
discussions  in  relation  to  the  outbreak 
last  year,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
unfortunate  people  lost  their  lives.  Can 
the  hon.  Gentleman  give  up  any  infor- 
mation ?  The  movement  f^ainst  the 
missionaries  in  Se-chuen  is  said  to  be 
inspired  by  the  Viceroy,  and  supported 
b^  the  leading  inhabitants  of  the 
district. 

(12.56.)  Mb.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  should  like  to  know  if  we 
are  luiely  to  have  Papers  upon  the 
Persian  Tobacco  Monopoly  b^ore  the 
Dissolution  ?  I  have  to  tmuik  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  Lefjih)  for  men- 
Mr.  Lowther 


tioning  the  Roumanian  L^ataon.  I 
took  occasion  when  the  Government 
were  proposing  to  pay  an  extra  £1,000 
to  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff  withoofc 
the  consent  of  Parliament  to  charac- 
terise it  as  a  job,  and  now  the  time 
gives  it  proof.  The  £1,000  was  ^ven 
not  to  the  office,  but  to  a  pohtical 
Mend.  This  mode  of  spending  the 
taxpayers'  money  cannot  be  too  atron^y 
condemned.  This  afifords  raoof  of  uie 
truth  of  what  I  haye  said  on  other 
oGcasions,that  the  Government  do  spend 
public  money  upon  purposes  of  which 
we*  have  no  knowledge,  and  to  which 
Parliament  has  not  given  assent.  No 
explanation  was  given  last  year,  and  we 
find  no  explanation  in  the  Votes,  why 
this  extra  money  was  given.  Of  course 
it  is  of  no  use  attempting  to  u^e  the 
matter  now,  but  I  do  utter  my  strong 
protest  against  this  manner  oi  dealing 
with  pubuo  money — bestowing  it  aa  & 
reward  for  political  services  rendered 
by  a  friend  in  former  years.  I  hope 
the  country  will  endorse  the  protest 
against  giving  public  money  for  meraly 
Party  services. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

18.  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,313,  bo 
granted  to  HerMajestr,  to  complete  the  soin 
necessary  to  defray  Um  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  ttie  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1803,  tor 
Expenses  lo  connection  with  the  suppreMfam 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  Enentea  of  the 
Mainteoanoe  of  certain  liberated  Afrioau.'* 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

(1.0.)  Colonel  NOLAN  :  On  this 
Vote,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  the 
Government  have  advanced  any  money 
to  the  East  Africa  Company  for  the 
survey  of  any  territory  over  which  the 
Company  has  any  control?  Of  course, 
questions  in  relation  to  Uganda  are  so 
mixed  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  under 
what  head  they  oome ;  but  I  ask 
the  question  on  this  Vote.  Has  any 
money  been  advanced  for  land  survey 
in  East  Africa  ? 
*(1.0.)  Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHBB:  I 
did  not  reply  to  the  previoos  qoestitm, 
because  I  should  have  been  out  of 
Order  in  doing  so.  I  should  be  eqi^y 
out  of  Order  in  replying  to  qnestiong  in 
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referenee  to  Uganda  upon  this  Vote, 
because  it  only  asks  for  money  for  the 
maintenance  of  Africans  in  the  West 
Indies  and  at  Zanzibar. 
CoxAHEi^  NOLAN :  East  Africa? 
•Mb.  LOWTHEE:  At  places  not 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  East 
Afrioa  Company. 

Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolntion  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  19  and  20  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 
Besolutions  21  to  24  agreed  to. 

Ci^a  VXI. 
Besolutions  25  to  29  agreed  to. 

Revenue  Depabthents. 
Besolutions  30  to  33  agreed  to. 

Besolntion  34  postponed. 

Postponed  Besolntion  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 

HBRCHANT  SHIFFING  ACTS  AMEND- 
BIENT  BILL.— (No.  279.) 
CONBIBBBATIOH. 

As  amended,  considered. 
An  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  p«ce  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  '*  ntis- 
fMtion,"^  to  insert  the  worda  "Provided 
alwftyi,  that  no  ship  sluU  be  det^ed  whose 
owner  or  agent  has  given  noUoe  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  probable  date  of  the  ship's 
suling,  and  of  the  warehouse  or  place 
^ch  the  stores,  oilier  than  water,  will  be 
•applied,  in  stdBeirait  time  to  enable  the 
ofScer  to  inspect  and  maifc  the  same  stores  in 
sach  warehouse  or  place,  unless  defects  be 
found  therein,  and  duly  reporte^  and  not 
remedied,  before  the  dm  of  ■ailing.'*— (<SKr 
Bichard  TemgtU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

*(1.6.)  The  PBESIDENT  of  thb 
BOARD  OF  TEADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  I  must  ask  my 
hoD.  Friend  not  to  press  this  Amend- 
ment. As  the  clause  now  stands,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  inspec- 
tion will  deli^r  the  sailing ;  and  even  if 
the  ship  is  dslayed,  the  owner  has  a 
remedy  a^^ainst  the  oflSoers  of  the  Board 
by  an  action  for  damans,  as  in  the  case 
of  other  detention  without  sufGoient 
cause.  Such  actions  have  been  brought 
and  damages  given,  and  much  care  is 
VOL.  V.        [foubth  sbbzbs.] 


taken  not  to  detain  a  ship  unneces- 
sarily. I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend 
there  is  no  such  danger  as  he  wishes  to 
guard  against. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ACCBBB  TO  UOUNTAINB  (SCOTLAND) 
(No.  2)  BILL.— (No.  379l) 
8B00ND  KBACnia. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motionmade,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Order  be  discharged,  and 
the  Bill  withdrawn." 

(1.9.)  Mb.  BBTGE  (Aberdeen,  S.) : 
I  nave  Just  a  word  to  say  upon  this 
Bill.  I  am  sorry  the  Oovemment 
have  abandoned  it,  since  th^  would 
not  allow  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Far- 
qnharson)  and  myself  to  go  on  with  our 
Bill.  Although  we  comd  not  accept 
this  Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it 
stands,  we  should  not  have  despaired 
of  convincing  the  House  if  we  had  had 
the  opportunity  that  many  provisions 
might  have  been  omitted,  and  the  Bill 
mi^ht  have  been  reduced  to  a  shape 
avmg  satisfaction  to  the  people  of 
Scotland.  I  was  sorry  also  to  hear  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  express 
regret  that  the  Bill  had  been  brought 
in  in  its  present  form.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  Government,  having  ti^en 
heart  of  grace,  and  recognismg  the 
right  of  the  people  to  enjoy  their  own 
scenery,  should  be  unable  to  sustain  the 
not  very  high  level  they  managed  to 
re&oh,  and  I  do  not  think  their  friends 
the  lajidlords  and  sporting  tenants  will 
find  they  gain  anything  by  this  delay. 

(1.10.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub, 
Manchester,  E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
appears  to  be  under  some  misapprehen- 
sion. He  expresses  regret  that  the 
Bill  should  be  withdrawn,  and  I  can 
assure  him  that  the  Bill  is  withdrawn 
mainly  because  I  have  received  in- 
formation from  authentic  sources  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
would  by  no  means  permit  the  Bill  to 
pass  in  its  present  shape.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  cuinot  be  surprised 
that  we  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while 
to  attempt  to  proceed  with  the  measure. 
As  to  the  hon.  Grentleman's  oritioism  on 
2  P 
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nqr  statement  that  I  think  the  Bill 
ought  to  be  still  farther  safegaarded,  I 
do  not  wish  to  ai^ae  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  now,  but  I  cannot  agree  with  his 
statement  of  the  question.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  rights  of  the 
pdbfie,  who  have  no  rights  in  this 
matter;  it  is  a  question  of  privileges  to 
be  gnated,  and  the  p^rsms  whose 
rights  I  am  anxious  to  safeguard,  and 
which  are  not  adequately  protected  by 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  are  not  those 
whom  he  has  indicated,  but  sheep 
tenners  in  many  districts  oi  Scotland. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Order  dischaiged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

PUBLIC  IJBRARIE8  LAW  CONSOLIDA- 
TIQM  (re-eommitUd)  BILL.— (Na  U3l) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

(1.13.)  The  SBCBETARY  to  the 
TREASURY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chat- 
ham) :  I  must  object,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  pledge  given  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  that  other  than  GoTemment 
BiUs  should  not  be  proceeded  with  after 
twelve  o'dock. 

(1.14.)  Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK 
(London  University) :  I  understand 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  quite  willing  that  the 
BUI  should  go  through,  and  there  is  no 
opposition  to  it. 

a-16.)  I>B.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.. 
Mid) :  The  Govmmient  might  concede 
a  little  to  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party,  a  Party  which 
has  been  such  a  useful  crutch  to 
a  decrepit  Government. 

Committee  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  OOVERNHENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL OKDEB  (Now  9)  BILL.— 
(No.  ML) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

lOCAL  OOTERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL.-(No.  339.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


PHEB  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL.— (No.  Sea) 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Orders  con  firmed];  asamended> 
to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  SILL.— (No.  368.) 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  asamended^ 
to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

CLOSURE    OF    DEBATE  (STANDINO 
ORDER  Now  ZS.) 
Return  ordered — 

"  Respecting  application  of  Standing  Order 
No.  25  (Closnre  of  Debate)  during  SesaioB 
1892  (in  same  form  as,  and  in  continnatioo  of, 
Pmrliamectarr  Pimr.  No.  0.  166,  of  Sesaioa 
1891).  "—{Mr,  John  EUia.) 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION. 
Report  from  the  Joint  Committee^ 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up^ 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Tahle,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  358.] 

SELECT  C0HMITIEB8. 

Return  ordered — 

"Of  tfae  namber  of  Select  CoounitUw 
appointed  in  the  Session  of  1898,  tnolading 
the  Standing  Committees  and  the  Court  or 
Referees ;  the  sabjeeta  of  inquiry ;  the  name* 
of  the  Members  appointed  to  serve  on  metu 
sad  of  the  Chairman  of  each :  the  nuDbar  of 
days  each  Committee  met,  and  tbe  number  at 
days  each  Member  attended ;  the  total  eMpaWW 
of  the  atteudauce  of  Witnesses  st  «aeh  Seleet 
Committee,  and  the  name  of  the  Member  «fa» 
moTed  for  sneh  Seleet  Committee ;  also,  the 
total  number  of  Membos  who  serred  oa 
Seleet  Cnumittees  (m  oontinnation  of,  and  im 
the  same  form  as,  ParBamentaty  ^<>er,  No. 
0. 141,  of  Session  1891)."— (^n  JoAnEUiM.) 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  BILU 
(N0.87&) 

Considered  in  (Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL.— (No.  4M.> 

Order  for  Second  Hf^jng  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 
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REFORMATOKY   BCflOOLS  BILL. 
(No.  40a.) 


,&!OClAJ:i     OaVXBNUBKT  (OBUNDy 

BILL.— (No.  m) 

OL'dei'  for  Gooamittee  raa4|  and  di&- 
-ehargod. 

(No.  201) 

fhrdfir  lor  0(misdtte«  jpea^^  juijd  dia- 


BHl  withdrawn. 
UILllAHV    tillDB  CONSOLIDATION 

jSfey^ei  feOM  the  Belaot  Committee, 
wSlfc  '  liSiiiEtea  iif  Bvidenoe,  uid  on 
Appendiic  [Title  amended.] 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  TMiIq,  and  to 
printed.    [No.  3^.] 

Ordeierl,  That  the  Bill,  U  flUDOlded, 
be  printed.    [Bill  409.] 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  Bill  be  re-oom- 
tTiitte<]  tu  a  Committee  of.  l^E^'^Hlole 
Houst:  lor  To-morrow. 

4roail&$^  BBGiSTiuiaOK  Wli. 

(No.  156.) 

Ch?der  for  Second  Beadb^  Tb-mor- 
tqw  read,  aod  diaohuged. 

Bill  withdxikwn. 


LONDON  COUSTV  CnrNV  |[,  (ivIOm:y)  HILL. 

Ordered,  That,  in  llic  erm.-  oF  the  LondOD 
CouBty  Council  (Motn^y)  ['ill.  :^!.:jrKliii(rOri3er8 
84,214, aofi  £59  be  Buf^pcnrl.^.l.  find  that  thr 
Bill  bf)  now  tnk.L'n  intii  fiinsidrnuion.  pr"\iiii;d 

■aaodfld  pcinfci  ili&U  IwTe  beea  pnnoual^ 


BBIeOBliaaiiid. 

Oritted^  Tlab  EttaodxnB  Drdan  Saa  Hd  843 
be  Bnipmdwii  ud  tbBt  tbe  BBl  baMw  nad 
thatUEdtiiiie.— f^''-  CaidwtIL) 

ran  Md  the  third  thoe,  and  wicad.  [Ksv 


(so.  13)  HILL, 
Ordt'red,  That  >;Lari:3ing  Order  236  bo  sub- 
pcTtdad,  and  that  the  CoiuiEiittoi^  Selection 
havG  loAvu  tc>appciLDt  t^iQ  C'oiiiiiiiLt<^s  Qit  the 
Bill  to  Bit  {troc««d  fprtliwitli.— (tfr. 

ItoBolution  tld|l|  .;hilM>I  CqM^ 
"That  it  id  expedient  to  Authoriu  (a)  th» 
issue  o;it  of  tho  CotiBolidated  Faad  of  Bach 
BiimB.  not  axceading  in  the  wholi?  £1,000,000, 
&«  jDav  be  ro<ji.ured  for  the  piirposcfi  ol  tlw 
Telegraph  Actd,  1063  to  1889,  »nd  of  an;  Act 
dC  the  praimt  8e«ioii  to  nuke  further  pro- 
wioq  nepaetlDB  T^^ei^nipli*)  ami  (b)  1^ 
■M#*(fipB  of  tBTPdnabla  aimaittBi^  for  BCoTifc^jc 
behA  nma,  pajnUa  out  of  ivmasf^  tik  ba  jro- 
"Hded  by  Fariiaonali  tor  the  aarriee  of  ll» 
Peat  Offloe^  Hd;,  if  ftM  «miho»  f»- 
Bufflclenk,  pntet^'OattriaiaKl^^^fL'^  • 
Bse^idion  agreed  to. 


RAILWAYS  (GENERAL  REPORT). 

GoOTjceKniad,^-^£  Gboerftl  Bewii 
of  tli^^Oikrdxif  tm  the  Cii.]pital^ 
Traffic,  and  Expenditnre  d  BiuLwB>7 
CoaipB.nies  of  the  tToited  EingSom  fot- 
the  yt^ar  ISOl  [by  Conim«»tfj;,.te4l» 
upon  tlio  TaijI'i'. 

STATISTICAL  .\15STR,\f'T  (r\ITF3r> 
KlNfJlJilJl). 

Copy  pri'scnted, — of  Statistical  Ab- 
stract frif  the  Uuitetl  Kingdom  in  each 
of  the  last  tifteou  ye^xAt^^oan,  J,8T7  to 
1891.  39th  Ninnber  I%^  tJ$iiniMSjlg{  4^ 
lie  apoD  the  TB.ble. 

aTATmtK  AL  ABSTRACT  {COLOKIBSJi 

Copy  prtsaeuted, — ol  Stafciatical  Ab- 
stract for  the  Colonial  anil  other  Po3- 
sesBions  of  the  Uniti.<l  Kinj^-.tom  in  each 
of  the  laBt  fifteen  veiirs,  fioni  1^77  lo 
1891,  a9tli  Number  [by  Command^:  to^ 
Ue        tiie  l^a^lltt^ 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 
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Expenditnre,  &c.,  of  the  Railway  Com- 
panies of  the  United  Eingdom  .for  the 
year  1891  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  -apoo. 
the  Table. 

HERCAirrXLE   MARINE  (COLOUB 
TESTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Beport  upon  the 
Colour  Tests  need  in  the  examination 
of  Candidates  for  Masters'  and  Mates' 
Certificates  of  Competency  and  others 
in  che  British  Mercantile  Marine,  with 
Appendix  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  C.  6437)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHIPPING  CASUALTIES  (189(W1.) 
Betums  presented, — of  Shipping 
Casualties  which  occurred  on  or  near 
the  Coasts  or  in  Bivers  and  Harbours 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  from  the  let 
July,  1890  to  the  30th  June,  1891.  &c., 
■mm  Charts  and  Appendices  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tables 

WAGES  (POLICE,  ROADS,  GAS,  AND 
WATER). 

Copy  presented, — of  Hetnm  of  Bates 
of  Wages  paid  by  Local  Authorities  and 
Private  Companies  to  Police,  and  to 
Workpeople  employed  on  Beads,  &c., 
and  at  Gas  and  Water  Works,  with 
B^rt  thereon  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  RETURNS 
(ENGLAND). 
Coi^  presented, — of  Annual  Local 
Taxation  Betums  for  England  for  the 
year  1890-91,  Part  I.  (Poor  Bate 
Betum  and  Valuation  for  Poor  Bate), 
and  Part  II.  (Accounts  of  County 
Councils  and  Pauper  Lunatic  Asylums) 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION   (SCIENCE   AND  ART). 

Copy  raresented, —  of  Thirty-ninth 
Anniai  Beport  of  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Art,  being  that  for  the 
year  1891  [by  Command] ;  to  Ue  upon 
the  Table. 

EAST   INDIA  (OPIUM). 

Address  for — 

**  Return  showing  the  oonaamption  of  Opiam 
snd  ita  PrapantionB  in  British  India  during 
1890-91  (in  oontiooaUon  of  the  Table  giren  on 
20  of  the  Betom  [C.  6,6621  of  Session 
)."— (Jtfr.  lewia  Fry.'} 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES  (ANIMAUS) 
(IRELAND)  [GBANT]. 
Committee  to  considor  of  anthoriBing  the 

gtyment,  ont  of  moneys  to  be  providea  bj 
orliunent,  of  an  increased  grant  for  tha 
purposes  of  the  Contagions  DiaoaBOS  (Animals) 
Acts  in  Ireland  (Queen's  Recommemlation 
signified),  To-morrow. — (Jtfr.  Ja^eaon.'y 

NAVY    AND    ARMY  EXPENDITURK, 
180(^ 

Committee  to  con^der  the  Savings  waaA  De- 
flcienoies  opon  Navy  and  Army  Qmnlbt  tat 
1890-91,  and  the  temporary  sanctioa  obtained 
from  the  Treaanry  by  the  Navy  and  Amr 
Departments  to  the  Expenditure  not  ^:oTidea 
for  in  the  Grants  for  that  year,  To-morrow. — 
(^Sir  John  Gor8i.} 

Ordered,  That  the  Appropriation  Acoocmta 
for  the  NsTyandArmr  Dwartmoita  which 
were  presented  upon  ths  Ifith  and  18th  dan 
of  FebmaiT  last  respeotinly  be  referred  to 
the  Committee. 

YOUTHFUL   OFFENDERS  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  (FIRST  SENTENCES). 
Order  [6th  July,  1891]  for  Address 
for  Betum  relative  thereto  read,  and 
discharged. 

MOTIONS. 


BANKB  OF  BNOIAND  AND  IBELAND  (PAT- 

MBNTS)  BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Erohe- 
quer,  Bill  for  making  farther  prOTision  ra- 
rpecting  certain  pavments  to  uie  Banks  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  for  other  purpoaes 
eonnected  with  those  Buiks,  ordefed  to  bo 
brought  In  by  Mr.  Chaneelkr  of  the  Bxdie- 
quer  and  Sir  Jtdin  Gorst. 

Billpresented,aDdreadflr«ttiiiie.  [Bffl 406.1 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (STOCEHOLDBBS'  UBXJEP) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  John  Gorst,  Bill  to  amend 
"  The  National  Debt  Act,  1870,"  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  John  Gftrst  and  Mr.  Cfaeo* 
ceUor  of  the  Exchequer. 

BiUpr«8ented,andraadflrsttime.  [301407.) 

TSLBORAPHS  BILL  COHMITTEB. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shaw  Lefem  and  Sir 
Richard  Temple  be  added  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Tefegrapbs  BIU.— (5ir  Jamet  Fer. 
gusaon.) 

It  being  after  One  of  the  dook,  Mr,. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put  till  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  mimttas 
after  One  o'etoek. 
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HOUSB    OF  LOBDS. 
Ttte$day,  14th  Jitney  1892. 


HIS  ROTAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF 
T0RK9  PLAGE  TS  THIS  HOUSE. 

Beport  from  the  Committee  for  Privi- 
leges, that  His  Boyal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York  has  place  and  precedence 
in  this  House  next  after  His  Boyal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught  and 
Stratheam,  and  before  His  Boyal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Albany,  His 
Boyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
liord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal,  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
the  Lord  President  of  Her  Majesty's 
Privy  Council,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  uid 
all  other  Dukes,  and  that  Her  Majesty 
may  direct  His  said  Boyal  Highness  to 
be  placed  in  a  chair  or  seat,  to  be  pre- 
pared for  him,  on  the  left  hand  {of  the 
Cloth  of  Estate,  if  such  shall  he  Her 
Boyal  pleasure  ;  made,  and  agreed  tc\; 
and  resolved  and  adjudged  accordingly ; 
and  Besolution  and  Judgment  to  be  laid 
before  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with 
White  Staves :  Ordered,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committeefor Privileges 
be  printed.   (No.  171.) 

PBIVATB  AND  PBOTISIONAL  OBDBB 

OOHFIBHATION  BHiXiB. 

Ordared,  ^wt  Standing  Ordfln  Nos.  78  and 
82  be  Rugpended  tat  the  ramaindar  of  the 
SesaiM ;  and  that  Standing  Ordera  Noa.  143 
and  143a.  be  alio  aoapended  lor  the  renuunder 
of  the  Seaaion  provided  that  amended  printa  be 
dcDoaitad  before  the  Third  Beading  of  any 
BUIa  to  which  the  aaid  Ordera  relate. 

LONDON  COUNTT  COUNCIL  (TBAM- 
WATS)  BILL. 
8SC0ND  BEADIHO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Seeond  Bead- 
ing,  road* 

LoBD  CARBINGTON :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  move  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Xxjndon  County  Council  (Tramways) 
Bill.  The  Bill  as  it  stands  proposes 
^  that  a  tramway  should  belaid  &om  the 
dead  end  on  the  Surrey  side  of  West- 
minster Bridge  to  come  over  the  bridge, 
then  turn  sharp  to  the  ri^t,  and  go 
along  the  Embuikmentas&r  as  a  pro- 

VOL.  V.       [foubth  ubibs.] 


posed  new  street  to  be  called  Horse 
Guards  Avenue,  which  is  not  yet  made. 
The  houses  in  Parliament  Street,  how- 
ever, are  in  course  of  demolition,  and  the 
Horse  Guards  Avenue  will  go  from  the 
Horse  Guards  through  to  the  Embank- 
ment, and,  being  a  sixty  feet  road,  it 
will  make  a  very  fine  road  forming  a 
junction  between  Whitehall  and  the 
Embankment.  The  tramway  terminus 
or  dead  end  is  to*be  placed  before  the 
tram  gets  to  the  £u)rse  Guards  Avenue, 
so  that  there  will  be  no  block  of  the 
traffic  whatever,  and  it  will  rdieve  the 
great  congestion  of  traffic  and  remove 
the  danger  that  at  present  exists  on  the 
Surrey  side  of  Westminster  Bridge. 
My  Lords,  I  was  not  aware,  till  I 
came  down  to  the  House,  that  there 
would  be  any  opposition  to  thu  Bill ;  but 
I  have  been  told  that  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  opposition,  which  may,  per- 
haps, be  occasioned  from  not  exaictly 
knowing  what  the  County  Goonoil  pro- 
pose to  do.  I  will,  thenfore,  venture 
first  to  take  the  oj^sition  to  the  Bill 
as  it  stands  itself.  There  are  only  three 
Petitions  against  it.  One  is  from  the 
Metropolitan  District  Bailway  Com- 
pany, who  appear  to  be  apprehensive 
of  losing  a  certain  amount  of  traffic.  I 
venture  to  think  that  that  apprehension 
must  be  very  small.  I  am  speaking 
under  correction,  but  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  the  fares  are  the 
same  from  Westminster  Bridge  Station 
as  they  are  from  Charing  Cross  Station 
to  the  Mansion  Hoiue ;  anyhow,  there 
might  not  be  the  same  number  of 
people  in  the  train,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  the  Bailway  Company  would  not 
lose  any  money.  Then  there  is  an 
opposition  from  the  Vestry  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, Westminster.  They  seem  to  be 
apprehensive  of  the  trams  getting  into 
Victoria  Street.  Well,  my  Lords, 
when  there  is  any  question  of  the  trams 

Stting  into  Victoria  Street,  that,  per- 
.ps,  would  be  the  best  time  to  discuss 
the  question.  There  is  no  question  of 
the  trams  getting  into  Victmia  Street  or 
anywhere  else.  The  terminus  or  dead 
end,  as  I  said  before,  is  at  the  end  of 
Horse  Guards  Avenue,  and  there  is  no 
question  I  venture  to  think  that  need 
be  discussed.  Then  the  other  Petition 
is  from  the  frontagers  and  dwellers  in 
the  houses  on  the  Embankment,  who 
an  chiefly  I  think  represented  by  St. 

2  Q  D  g  t  zed  by  Google 


1011     London  County  Council      {LORDS;  {Tramways)  Bill.  lOlS 


fStephen's  Club.   The  Club  pointed  ont 
that  it  would  be  a  great  detriment  to 
them  to  have  this  tramway  ^ing  past  the 
door,  and  the  chief  objection  that  they 
made  was  that  in  wet  weather  people 
waiting  for  the  trams  would  run  and 
shelter  themselves  under  the  portico, 
which  would  be  a  great  inconvenience 
to  the  members  of  the  Club.  Now 
there  is  no  portico  at  all  at  St.  Stephen's 
Club,  80  that  I  think  the  members  may 
eonsider  that  that  danger  is  not  very  great . 
And  the  frontaflers  are  backed  up  by  the 
Tramways  Defence  Association,  which 
is  an  Association  interested  in  ordinary 
wheel  traffic,  and  that  is  the  old  ques- 
tion rather,  as  in  the  old  days,  of 
coaches  against  railroads.    I  may  say 
briefly  that  the  congestion  of  traffic  at 
the  end  of  Westminster  Bridge  is  not 
only  inconvenient,  but  it  is  a  great  and 
positive  and  serious  danger.  Besides 
the  55,000  passengers  carried  every 
week  in  omnibuses  over  Westminster 
Bric^  past  this  dead  end,  there  are 
200,000  passengOTS  every  week  who 
have  to  get  out  of  the  trams  and  walk 
over  the  bridge.    It  does  not  matter 
what  the  weather  is ;  they  must  get  out 
in  the  middle  of  the  road,  women  and 
children,  and  walk  through  the  mud; 
and    all    these   200,000  individuals 
have  to  walk  across  the  bridge  every 
week  because   they  are  unable  to 
proceed  any  further.    To  help  those 
people  there  are  the  halfpenny  omni- 
buses which  your  Lordships  may  see, — 
the  little  red  omnibuses  which  carry 
ten  persons,  and  which  it  is  calculated 
pass  the  end  of  Parliament  Street  777 
times  a  day.    Now  if  the  tramway 
was  allowed  to  pass  this  House  and 
was  made  up  to  this  end,  all  -those 
omnibuses  would  be  run  off  the  road 
of  course ;  but  I  think  I  can  put  the 
case  in  a   nutshell  by  just  quoting 
what  Mr.  Street,  of  the  Lambeth  Vestry 
rare  as  one  of  bis  answers  before  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons.   He  puts  the  case  very 
dearly — 

BometiiDes  three  or  four  ears  are  miting 
at  the  dead  end,  Bometimea  in  addition  three 
omnibuses  oome  from  the  West  End,  two 
come  from  the  Elephant  and  Castle,  a  half- 
penny 'bus  takes  up  passengara,  and  another 
one  delivers  paBsengers  on  the  other  side, 
and  a  heavy  Twiide  comes  up  from  Standnfee 
atlhe  ToA  Road,  besidea  other  trafBo.  llie 
marvd  ia  how  there  are  not  a  lai^  number  of 
aeoidenta  in  that  place.   It  ia  to  the  credit  of 

Lord  CaaringUm 


the  police  and  those  who  have  the  maoagnoeafc 
that  it  it  not  so..  It  is  a  qaestion  not  only  of 
inocuTeniance,  but  of  danger," 

If  it  is  a  danger  on  a  fine  day  your 
Lordships  can  imagine  what  a  terrible 
inconvenience  it  must  be  on  a  snovry 
wet  day  such  as  we  sometimes  have. 
The  statistics  that  I  have  given  to  the 
House  were  taken  on  the  6th,  7th  and 
8th  March  last,  which  the  Hons* 
will  remember  wore  the  most  stormy 
^ys  that  we  have  had  during  th» 
year,  when  the  snow  came  down  and 
there  was  a  regular  blizzard.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  will  vfiry  briefly  state  who 
are  in  favour  of  this  proposal.  The 
Lambeth  Vestry,  to  begin  with,  aure 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Then 
there  is  a  Petition  signed  by  sixty- 
thousand  inhabitants  of  South  London. 
I  know  that  sometimes  Petitions  are 
thought  very  little  of;  but  this  is  & 
bona  fide  genuine  Petition  signed  by 
sixty  thousand  inhabituats  of  Sonth 
London,  to  whom  it  would  be  a> 
manifest  and  great  advantage ;  and 
Colonel  Ford,  who  represents  the 
North  Lambeth  Division  on  the 
London  County  Council,  speaking  for 
his  constituents,  says  that  the  feeling 
is  very  strong  in  its  favour.  But  I 
venture  to  think  that  what  the  House 
will  consider  the  thing  most  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  is  that  there  will  be  no 
extra  charge  for  this  extra  half-mile. 
All  that  we  propose  to  do  is  to 
run  the  tramway  a  little  over  four 
furlong,  and  it  will  cost  no  more 
to  go  to  the  dead  end  on  the 
Embankment  than  it  does  to  go  to 
the  dead  end  on  the  Surrey  side  of 
Westminster  Bridge.  And  when  you 
come  to  think  that  a  great  many  of  the 
female  workers  in  the  Strand,  in 
Regent  Street,  and  all  round  that  part 
of  London,  come  from  the  South  of 
London,  if  they  can  be  carried  through 
the  winter  for  that  half-mile  at  the 
same  rate  that  they  are  now  carried  it 
will  be  a  great  advantage  to  them — a 
great  many  of  them  are  not  able  to 
afford  the  halfpenny  omnibus ;  they 
have  to  trudge  across  the  bridge  in  au 
weathers — I  think  those  facts  will 
satisfy  the  House.  And  knowing  what 
a  great  benefit  it  will  be  to  Walworth, 
Peokham,  Brixton,  and  the  whole  of 
the  district  of  South  London,  I  venture 
re^ectfully    to    hope    that  your 
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Lordships  will  not  make  any  serious 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate, 
if  any  of  your  Lord8hi|)8  think  they 
eannot  support  the  Bill,  that  you 
will  allow  it  to,  pass  the  Second 
Beading,  when  it  will  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  who  will 
again  go  into  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  the  case ;  and  then  your  Lordships 
will  have  an  opportunity,  if  the  Select 
Committee  allow  it  to  go  through,  of 
throwing  out  tha  Bill,  if  you  are  not 
satisfied  that  what  I  have  said  is  abso- 
lately  correct.  With  great  respect,  in 
the  interests  of  so  many  people  in  the 
South  of  London,  I  most  earnestly  ask 
your  Lordships  to  be  good  enough  to 
assent  to  the  Second  Beading  oi  the 
BiU. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
».*'—{The  Lord  Carrmgton,) 

•LoED  LAMINGTON  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  oppose  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord.  I  have  not  the  advantage,  like 
the  noble  Lord,  of  being  spokesman  for 
the  London  County  Council ;  but  I  am 
pretty  confident  that  I  should  have  been 
more  Ukely  to  have  had  a  seat  on  that 
body  if  I  had  thought  it  worth  while 
in  my  speech  to  mention  the  fact  of  the 
tramways  being  constructed  on  the 
Victoria  Embankment.  With  regard 
to  the  history  of  this  Bill  in  the  other 
House,  perhaps  I  may  just  briefly 
allude  to  it.  The  Bill  only  passed 
the  Second  Beading  in  the  House 
of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  two ; 
and  on  the  Third  Beading  it  was 
by  misadventure  that  it  happened 
to  be  unopposed  in  a  House  of  five 
Members.  Your  Lordships  would 
rather  perhaps  that  I  considered  the 
demerits  of  the  Bill  itself  than  the 
actual  procedure  that  took  place  in 
the  other  House ;  but  I  thought  it  was 
jnst  as  well  to  mention  these  particular 
points  to  your  Lordships.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  itself,  there  are  two 
especial  considerations.  First  of  all 
what  are  the  particular  disadvantages 
of  the  proposed  tramway,  and  also 
what  necessity  is  there  for  its  construc- 
tion ?  There  are  two  insuperable  dis- 
ad vantages  connected .  with  all  tram- 
ways witfa  which,  of  coursoi  your  Lord- 
diips  are  very  well  acquainted :  the  dis- 
adnntage  that  is  applicable  to  a 
earriage  or  a  cart,  or  an  apple  woman's 


donkey  cart,  that  in  crossing  a  tram- 
way line  there  Is  always  a  greatamount 
of  skidding ;  and,  secondly,  there  is 
the  disadvantage  of  the  rigidity  of  the 
course  of  the  tramway  line.  And  with 
regard  to  this  line  I  might  quote  the 
Report  of  the  Highways  Committee  of 
the  London  County  Council  of  last 
year,  in  which,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  Bill  that  was  then  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  promoted  by  a 
Tramways  Company,  they  said — 

'*  It  has  been  impossible  to  exdade  from  our 
considentioD  the  fact  that  the  proposed  line 
wonld  involve  the  occupation  by  what  may  be 
described  as  an  inelastic  tramo  of  a  most 
important  brid^  and  a  thoroughfare  whii^ 
has  been  ooutmcted  at  enormous  expense  at 
the  cost  of  the  Metropolis." 

That  is  the  Beport  of  the  Committee 
of  the  London  County  Coimcil  itself, 
describing  this  traffic  as  most  in- 
elastic. And  1  might  also  quote  the 
Beport  of  a  celebrated  enginew.  Sir 
John  Fowler,  when  in  1872  there  was 
a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  various 
proposed  tram  ways  throughout  tlie 
.  Metropolis,  in  which  he  gave  evidence 
with  regard  to  this  particular  tramway 
line  across  Westminster  Bridge.  Now 
Sir  John  Fowler  was  asked — 

"  Do  you  think  it  would  be  powiUe  to  Mng 
the  tramcan  aeross  the  teaiBe  upon  West- 
minster Bridge  ?" 

and  he  replied — 

"  I  think  it  would  be  very  dangerous,  and 
at  eertun  periods  of  Uie  day  almost  im- 
poasible." 

Evidence  to  the  same  purport  was  like- 
wise given  by  Sir  Joseph  BaztUgette ; 
and  the  Beport  of  the  Clommittes  was 
condemnat(n7  of  any  line  across  West- 
minster Bridge.  Now  the  noble  Lord 
has  referred  to  the  existing  block  on 
the  Surrey  side  of  the  bridge ;  but  if 
this  Bill  were  passed  there  would  be 
an  equal  block  brought  about  by  the 
junction  that  would  be  created  between 
the  present  South  London  Tramways 
Company  and  the  London  Tramways 
Company.  Their  two  lines  would  be 
united ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  conceive 
that  you  can  have  a  junction  effected 
between  these  two  tramway  lines  with-' 
out  a  great  blodc  and  stoppage  perhaps 
of  all  tha  traffic  at  that  particular 
point.  The  noble  Lord  in  his  remarks 
quoted  the   evidence  of  someone — 1 
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did  not  gather  whom — ^who  said  that 
if  it  were  not  for  the  police  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  tra^c  at  the  present 
time  to  be  continued  along  the  Surrey 
side  of  the  bridge.  My  Lords,  it  is 
certainly  to  be  regretted  that  when 
this  Bill  was  in  Committee  in  the  other 
House  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
police  taken  with  regard  to  the  traffic 
over  Westminster  Bridge.  The  private 
petitioners  against  the  Bill  could  not 
obtain  the  evidence  of  the  police, 
because  they  said  they  were  Govern- 
-ment  officials,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  some  reason  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  take  their  evi* 
dence ;  but  it  would  have  been  very 
important  to  have  heard  what  the 
pouce,  who  are  the  superintendents  of 
the  tiaffic  of  our  streets,  would  have 
said.  As  it  is  now  prc^iosed  that  the 
tram  line  should  be  put  on  either  side 
of  the  roadway,  all  the  traffic  would  be 
bound  to  go  over  one  of  those  tram 
lines,  and  you  would  have  Westminster 
Bridge,  on  which  is  focussed  most  of 
the  traffic  going  to  one  of  the  terminal 
stations  in  London,  the  station,  I 
believe  that  carries  more  passenger 
traffic  to  and  from  than  any  other  station 
in  the  Metn^lis — you  would  have  the 
neater  part  of  that  traffic  centred  upon 
Westminster  Bridge,  and  all  the  dis- 
advantages that  are  oonseqnent  upon 
any  tramway  line  would  be  most 
severely  felt  in  that  particular  locality ; 
and,  even  if  there  were  any  strong  case 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  I  still  say  that 
this  particular  locality  renders  it  most 
unsuitable  for  having  any  tramway  line 
running  along  it.  Now  the  present 
Bill,  as  it  is  presented  to  your  Lord- 
ships' House  only  proposes  to  take  the 
tramway  line  to  the  other  side  of 
Westminster  Bridge;  but  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  House  in  their 
Btiport  stated  that  they  :or6re  iin-. 
willing  to  extend  the  tramway  along 
the  Embaoikment  beyond  what  is 
necessary  for  another  terminus.  There- 
fore those  two  furlongs  running  down 
the  line  can  only  be  consideired  as 
another  terminus — I  admit  a  long  ter- 
mjnus ;  hut  according  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  it  is  only  proposed 
that  the  trunwMr  should  exist  for  the 
flake  of  the  traffic  coming  across  the 
Inndge.  I  maintain  that  it  is  an  equal 
diaadvaatage  for  people,  if  they  have  to 
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get  put  of  a  tramway  and  get  into  an 
omnibus,  whether  they  do  bo  at  one 
end  of  the  bridge  or  me  other.  The 
people  coming  over  the  bridg^  go*  to  all 
parts  of  London, — but  they  do  not  go 
along  the  Embankment ;  perhaps  a 
certain  number  do  go  by  the  District 
Bailway,  but  the  District  Bailway  Com- 
pany should  know  their  own  interests ; 
and  we  have  the  District  Bailway  Com- 
pany as  petitioners  against  the  Bill. 
Therefore  we  must  assume  that  there 
would  not  be  any  great  part  of  this 
traffic  that  would  be  dive^«d  into  the 
Underground  Bailway.  If  then  this 
Bill  only  propose  to  take  people  across 
the  brid^,  it  is  natural  enough  that 
people  will  alight  not  at  title  end  of  the 
tramway,  but  at  the  end  of  the  bridge; 
and  tlwrefore  you  would  have  the  trams 
standing  at  the  ve^  point  where  it  is 
least  desirable  that  they  ^oold  stand, 
at  the  point  at  which  a  few  years  ago 
the  Metropolitan  Board  <A  Woiks 
got  a  special  Act  for  removing  a 
small  ventilator  of  the  District  Bailway 
Company  at  a  cost  of  £7,000  or  £8,000, 
so  bothersome  was  this  ventilator  to 
the  ^neral  course  of  traffic.  And  I 
say  if  the  London  County  Coumol 
are  anxious  to  do  a  good  work  in  the 
Metropolis  let  them  curtail  the  preset 
lines  of  the  Tramway  Company  aoA 
put  them  rather  farther  back  along  tiw 
York  Boad  so  that  you  mi^t  have  an 
uninterrupted  traffic  to  Waterloo 
Station.  But  if  it  is  objectod  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  that  it  will  also 
assist  people  going  down  the  Embank- 
ment to  Charing  Cross,  and  elsewhere, 
I  should  like  any  of  your  Lordships 
just  to  look  at  a  map  of  London,  and 
you  will  see  that  this  reach  of  Uie 
river  by  Westminster  is  really  north 
and  south,  and  not  east  and  west. 
Take  a  point  down  at  the  Borough — 
take  tbA  Ohe^ak-r^  man  in  his  senses 
would  think  of  coming  across  by  West- 
minster  Bridge  to  get  to  Charing  Cross 
or  the  Strand ;  be  would  come  by 
Waterloo  Bridge  if  he  were  driving,  or 
by  the  footroad  of  Hungerford  Bridge 
to  Charing  Cross,  running  parallel  with 
the  railway.  I  am  not  talking  of  those 
portions  of  Lambeth  that  lie  rrther  to 
the  south- w^st ;  but  the  great  mass  ol 
the  dense  population  of  the  Sontii  <d 
London  would  invsoiably  go  eittnr  by 
the  Hungerford  Bridge,  or  Wato^ 
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Bri^e,  if  they  wanted  to  get  to  any 
portion  of  London  east  of  Charing 
Gross.  And  if  this  is  only  in  theory,  I 
can  say  that  I  myself  a  Sunday  or  two 
ago  thought  I  would  go  and  stand 
down  by  the  comer  of  Westminster 
Bridge  and  watch,  on  a  beautiful 
Sunday  evening,  when  you  might 
imagine  that  people  would  go  by  the 
Bmbankment,  and  see  what  percentage 
of  the  "people  went  along  the  Bmbank- 
meat,  and  what  number  went  (Jong 
Kidge  Street;  and  I  Ofdoulated  about 
seven  per  cent,  turned  down  the 
Embankment.  But  I  may  say  that 
the  Vestry  of  St.  Martin-in-the- 
Fields  took  statistics  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  people  going 
along  the  Embankment  from  South 
London,  and  on  5th  May  between  the 
hours  of  five  a.m.  and  nine  p.m.,  out  of 
5tS64  persons  crossing  only  270  went 
along  the  Embankment ;  and  it  is 
evident  to  anybody  knowing  what  the 
Embfuikment  is,  that  none  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  or  only  a  very  small  |«opor- 
ti<xi,  would  go  along  the  Embankment 
itself.  And  another  proof  that  there  is 
no  traffic  that  way  is  that  there  are  no 
omnibuses  running  there.  We  know 
that  omnibuses  are  numerous  enough 
in  the  Metropolis,  and,  if  there  were 
any  Ukelihood  of  their  paying,  there 
would  be  an  omnibus  from  the  present 
termination  of  the  tramway  to  take 
people  along  to  Charing  Cross;  but 
they  do  not  exist;  and  therefore  we 
may  fairly  assume  ^lat  there  is  no  traffic 
that  way.  It  may  be  asked  why  the 
London  Council  Gonneil  want  to  take 
their  tramway  along  the  Embankment 
if  there  is  not  Hkely  to  be  any  passen- 
ger traffic ;  and  it  is  very  hard  to  say 
at  first  sight.  It  is  not  likely  that  the 
members  of  the  National  Liberal  Club, 
or  even  Constitutional  Club  want  the 
tramway ;  there  must  be  some  deeper 
reason  for  it ;  and  it  is  that  the  County 
Council  want  a  starting  point  from 
which  to  have  a  general  system  of 
tramways  thron^out  the  West  End  of 
London.  But  my  Lords,  there  is  no 
likelihood  of  this  present  line  being 
worked.  The  Tramway  Companies  at 
the  present  time  refuse  the  conditions 
of  the  London  County  Council.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  up  to  1898, 
when,  if  the  Bill  passes,  thsy  will  get 


full  power  to  work  over  any  other  tnun- 
way  in  London,  the  tramway  shall  not 
be  worked  by  the  London  County 
Council  unless  it  is  found  that  they  are 
unable  to  obtain  an  inadequate  rent. 
I  understand  that  they  have  come  to 
some  agreement  about  the  rental, 
£1,000  or  £1,300,  with  the  Tram- 
way Company;  but  what  the  Tram- 
way Company  stick  at  is  the  ten 
hours'  limit  per  day,  and  there  they 
are  at  a  deaa-lock.  Supposing  even 
the  County  Council  were  to  get  permis- 
sion from  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
these  circumstances  to  work  the  line 
themselves,  is  it  likely  that  they  would 
incur  the  expense  of  starting  their  own 
staff  of  men,  stables,  cars,  horses,  and 
all  the  rest  of  it,  to  work  four  furlongs 
and  an  odd  number  of  yards  ?  Besides, 
even  if  they  did,  that  would  involve 
the  chtu^ing  of  the  {ussengers  from 
the  system  of  the  Tramway  Company 
to  tluht  of  the  London  County  Council. 
The  fact  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  it  ia 
an  abortive  scheme ;  it  is  a  still-born 
child,  this  production  of  the  London 
County  Council ;  there  would  be  lying 
a  decaying  nuisance  along  the  Embank- 
ment until  such  time  as  it  may  have 
some  life  infused  into  it  by  a  general 
system  of  tramways  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  West  End  of  London. 
Then  it  may  indeed  become  the  heart 
centre,  the  great  starting  point  for  all 
the  tramways  of  the  West  End.  There 
was  evidence  givra  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
London  County  Council,  I  think  at  the 
County  Council  itself,  in  which  it  was 
distinctly  stated  that  the  Council  tried 
to  get  trams  along  Victoria  Street,  and 
that  with  regard  to  Parliament  Street 
they  would  leave  it  an  open  question  ; 
and  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  think  it  was  Lord  Compton, 
said  that  it  was  a  necessity  for  joining 
the  southern  and  northern  systems  of 
tramways  in  the  Metropolis.  Therefore 
you  would  have  probably  the  tnunways 
from  Mooi^te  Street,  the  trsmwaya 
from  Gray's  Inn  Boad,  and  the  tram- 
ways from  Hampstead  Boad  all  con- 
vei^ng  towards  Charing  Cross ;  and 
thence  there  would  be  other  tramways 
radiating  out  of  Victoria  Street,  and 
through  the  West  End.  If  your  Lord- 
ships think  it  desirable  to  have  tram- 
ways throughout  the  West  End,  then 
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you  must  vote  for  this  Bill ;  but  other- 
wise yon  should  not  pass  this  Bill, 
because  it  is  only  an  excuse  for  making 
a  great  centre  for  a  general  tramway 
system.  And  I  may  remind  your 
Lordships  that  at  tlie  present  time 
Electric  Subway  Train  Bills  are 
being  promoted  whidi  would  most 
e^tui^y  deal  with  this  particular 
district.  There  is  one  Bill  in  particular 
for  a  subway  running  under  the  river 
right  up  to  the  North  of  London,  up  by 
the  Hampstead  Boad.  Now  with  re- 
gard to  the  evidence  brought  forward 
either  in  support  of,  or  against  the  Bill, 
of  course  the  owners  of  frontages  are 
strongly  hostile  to  the  Bill.  I  may  also 
say  that  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  is 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Bill,  and,  if  the 
noble  Lota  quoted  the  Vestry  of 
Lambeth  as  being  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
it  is  also  assureSy  Intimate  to  quote 
the  Vestries  of  St.  Margaret's  and  St. 
John's,  Westminster,  as  being  strongly 
opposed  to  the  Bill,  and  as  being 
petitioners  against  it.  And  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  quoted  Colonel  Ford  as  being 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  as  representing 
Lambeth  on  the  County  Council;  and  I 
might  equally  quote  General  Sir  Charles 
Fraser,  who  is  strongly  opposed  to  the 
Bill,  and  who  said  that  he  had  the 
iinanimous  support  of  all  the  tiades- 
people  in  the  Westminster  Bridge  Boad 
against  the  Bill.  My  Lords,  let  me 
then  just  sum  up  the  points  as  I  have 
put  them  to  you.  First  of  all,  that  the 
inconvenience  created  by  the  tramway 
would  outweigh  any  real  benefit ; 
secondly,  that  the  traffic  down  the  Em- 
bankment is  a  minimum  amount,  and 
there  is  no  prospect  of  the  line  being 
worked;  that  it  has  been  stated  in 
evidence  that  the  desire  of  the  London 
County  Council  is  to  extend  the  tram- 
way system  throughout  the  West  End ; 
and  also  that  there  is  likely  soon  to  be 
a  most  efficient  way  of  increasing  loco- 
motion throughout  the  Metropolis  by 
means  of  electric  railways.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  your  Lordships  will  not 
be  led  away  by  any  appeals  that  you 
are  doing  a  benefit  to  the  masses  who 
reside  in  South  London.  It  has  not 
been  proved  that  the  Bill  would  be  a 
benefit;  and,  even  if  it  were  a  benefit, 
it  would  be  a  benefit  in  no  proportion 
to  the  injun^  that  would  be  done  to  the 
general  pnbuo  of  the  Metropolis.  My 

Lord  Lamington 


Lords,  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  oat 
("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  tiie 
Motion  ("  this  day  six  months  "). — 
(The  Lord  Zcmmgton.) 

LoHD  HEBSCHELL  :  My  Lords.  I 
think  there  is  one  consideration  which 
ought  to  weigh  very  strongly  with  your 
Lordships,  and  that  is  that  this  BiH 
has  been  before  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  other  House,  and  has  been  carefully 
considered  by  that  Select  Committee 
who,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  re- 
ported in  its  favour.  Your  Lordaiiips 
are  asked  in  the  case  of  a  Bill,  the  im- 
portance of  which  cannot  be  denied, 
after  what  has  been  said  by 
my  noble  Friend  near  me,  and  even  by 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  to  reject  the 
Bill  without  hearing  evidence,  without 
having  any  means  of  guiding  your 
Lordships  to  a  conclusion,  although 
the  Committee  of  the  other  House, 
after  hearingevidence,  have  reported  in 
its  favour,  what  will  be  the  result ? 
Your  Lordships  will  be  said  to  have 
determined  to  proceed  not  upon  evi- 
dence, but  without  evidence,  to  reject 
the  Bill  which  the  other  House  upon 
evidence  determined  to  pass.  Surely, 
by  so  doing,  your  Lordships  wul 
put  yourselves  in  a  position  extremely 
to  be  deprecated.  The  result  of  reading 
this  Bill  a  second  time  will  merely  be 
that  it  will  go  to  be  investigated  by  a 
Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House ; 
and,  if  those  who  promote  it  do  not 
estabhsh  their  case,  and,  if  those  who 
oppose  it  can  show  that,  upon  the 
whole,  this  Bill  will  not  be  a  public 
advantage,  then  the  Committee  will  so 
report ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Committee  report  to  the  contrary,  and 
your  Lordships'  Committee  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  House,  it  will 
still  be  in  your  Lordships'  power  to 
act  ;  but  then  you  will  be  acting  with 
evidence  before  you,  and  wit£  the 
means  of  judging.  I  am  not  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  Bill  at  this  stage;  I 
think  it  undesirable  to  discuss  ita 
merits ;  I  am  at  the  moment  not  in  a 
position  to  do  so;  but  I  do  aweal 
to  your  Lord^ps  to  let  the  determina- 
tion of  iAa&  question  be  a  determination 
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.wh«iyou  have  the  evidenoe  and  can 
act  upon  it,  and  not  bef(»re. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Karl  of  Moblby)  :  My  Lords,  I 
•do  not  think  it  is  neoessary  for  me  to 
say  very  much  with  regard  to  this  Bill ; 
I  would  only  point  oat  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  it  is  unusual,  to  say  the  least, 
to  reject  a  Bill  of  this  kind  without 
Allowing  it  to  go  to  a  Committee.  I 
ftdmitCurther  that  this  Bill  does  not  stand 
abw^utely  on  the  same  footing  as  man^ 
Bills  of  me  kind,  because  no  doubt  it 
is  connected  with  an  important  thorough- 
fare that  is  well  known  to  your  Lord- 
ships. At  the  same  time  the  House 
must  remember  that  it  oomes  from  an 
important  body ;  it  is  promoted  by  an 
important  representative  body,  the 
County  Council  of  London,  and  it  has 
been  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  that  is  to  have 
an  extreme  weight  with  your  Lordships, 
but  I  think  it  must  have  some  weight 
^th  you,  and  should  deter  you,  at  any 
rate,  from  rejecting  a  Bill  on  the 
Second  Beading  without  allowing  it  to 
^o  to  a  Committee.  The  coarse  would 
be  an  unusual  one,  and  I  venture  to 
think  in  the  present  case,  it  would  be 
■somewhat  unfortunate.  I  would  re- 
mind the  House  that  after  the  Bill  has 
^one  through  a  Select  Committee, 
where  the  many  points  that  have  been 
brought  before  your  Lordships  by  the 
noble  Lord,  who  moved  the  rejection 
d  the  Bill,  may  be  fully  considered, 
there  still  be  an  opportunity  for 
the  House,  if  it  thinks  fit,  to  reject  Uie 
the  BiU  on  the  Third  Beading. 

The  Eabl  op  COEK  and  ORRERY: 
My  Lolrds,  having  had  some  experience 
of  Private  Bill  l^slation  in  this 
House,  and  perhaps  being  now  one  of 
the  oldest  Memb^  of  it,  I  can  only 
bear  my  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  time  I  have  been  in  this 
House  I  do  not  remembw  any  coarse 
being  taken  similar  to  that  which  is 
now  prop(Med  by  the  noble  Lord  oppo* 
■site — ^with  one  exertion,  and  that  was 
taken  by  the  late  Earl  of  Derby,  when 
he  moved  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  which 
had  for  its  purpose,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, the  erection  of  an  arcade, 
■somewhat  similar  to  the  BurUngton 
Arcade  leading  out  of  Bond  Street. 
The  House  on  that  occasion  rejected 
Abe  Bill  on  Second  Beading;  bat  the 


difisrence  between  that  Bill  and  this 
one  was  very  important,  because  that 
was  a  Bill  diot  originated  in  this 
House,  and  did  not  come  up,  as  this 
Bill  has  done,  from  the  other  House. 
I  have  looked  in  vain  for  any  precedent 
for  the  course  suggested  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  and  I  think  it  would 
really  be  a  very  dangerous  course ;  and 
I  venture  to  hope  that  the  House  wUl 
seriously  consider  before  the^  take  the 
step  they  are  asked  to  take  this  evening. 

*LoBD  LAMINGTON:  If  thU  Bill 
does  go  to  a  Select  Committee  would 
the  noble  Lord  who  brought  in  the  BiU 
allow  it  to  be  an  undertaking  that  no 
objection  shall  be  made  to  any  peti- 
tioner appearing  before  the  Committee  ? 
Very  few  people  have  a  Uxms  stancli 
in  the  matter.  The  roadway  of  the 
bridge  and  of  the  Embankment  belongs 
entirely  to  the  London  County  GooncU, 
and  therefore  it  is  possible  for  the  Ves- 
tries of  St.  Mai^aret's  and  St.  John's, 
Westminster,  who  practically  are 
chiefly  interested  in  the  BiU  not  to  be 
allowed  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  if  the  noble  Lord  would 
agree  to  their  bein^  allowed  to  appear, 
and  any  other  petitioners,  then  I  wiU 
withdraw  my  Motion. 

Lord  CABBINGTON  :  I  cannot 
bind  myself  to  do  exactly  what  my 
noble  fViend  wishes ;  but  I  can  bu^ 
myself  so  far  as  this ;  that  the  Iiondon 
County  Council  wiU  cause  no  objection 
to  be  placed  in  the  way  of  any  persons 
who  wish  to  oppose  the  BiU,  and  who 
have  any  valid  reason  to  show  why  ft 
should  not  be  passed  into  law. 

The  E!a»l  of  MOBLEY:  May  I 
be  allowed  to  point  out  that  the  noble 
Lord  cannot  bind  the  Committee  ?  The 
noble  Lord  can  bind  himself  not  to  op- 
pose the  locus  standi  of  anypeison  who 
wishes  to  appear  before  the  Committee ; 
but  it  rests  with  the  Committee  alone 
to  decide  who  shaU  appear  before 
them. 

On  Question,  whether  ("  now'*)shaU 
stand  part  of  the  Motion,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

BiU  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted  :  The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
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ACCUBfULATIONS  BILL. 
BBOOMD  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
HAifflUBT) :  My  Lords,  the  Aooamula- 
tions  Bill  has  been  sent  to  me  with  a 
request  that  I  should  move  the  Second 
Beading  in  yoor  Lordships'  House. 
The  oircnmstances  are  somewhat 
peculiar.  An  Acoumulations  Bill  came 
up  to  this  House  on  a  formw  occasion 
to  which  I  objected  very  much,  and  it 
was  negatived,  but  I  said  at  the  time 
that  if  certain  parts  of  the  Bill  had 
been  by  themselves  I  should  have  had 
no  objection  to  raise  to  the  Second 
Beading.  That  course  has  been  sbdopted 
apparently  by  the  other  House,  and  the 
BiU  is  sent  up  here  retaining  only  very 
limited  enactments,  to  which,  certtunly, 
I  have  no  objection  ;  and  I  sui^ose  it 
is  in  consequence  of  what  I  sala  on  that 
occasion  that  it  has  been  expected  that 
I  should  move  the  Second  Beading.  I 
have  no  objection  to  doing  so,  and 
under  these  circumstances  I  ask  your 
Lordships  to  let  tha  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Moved* "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»."— (2%«  Lord  Chancellor.) 

*The  Eabl  of  SELBOBNE  :  My 
Lords,  as  the  Bill  stands  it  seems  to 
aim  at  an  improvement,  though  only 
a  very  small  improvement,  in  the  law. 
And  this  leads  me  to  say,  that  I  hope 
those  who  in  any  future  Session  may 
have  the  conduct  of  business  in  your 
Lordships'  House  may  consider  the 
propriety  of  reviewing  in  a  larger  spirit 
the  whole  law,  I  do  not  eay  of  acoumu- 
lations so  much,  as  of  the  kindred 
subject  of  perpetuities,  with  a  view  to 
putting  it  into  a  better  fcnm  than  at 
{iresent.  I  will  take  the  libnty  of 
suggesting  that  the  present  power  of 
aocnmulating  might  well  be  ccmfined, 
not  to  any  abstract  number  of  liv^ 
arbitrarily  selected  and  twenty  years 
afterwards,  but  to  lives  interested  tmder 
the  settlement;  that  accumulations 
should  only  have  relation  to  persons 
entitled  under  the  settlement,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  on  any 
arbitrary  footing.   And  another  point 


which  I  think  worth  considering  ia 
whether  the  present  law  of  remoteoeBS 
is  iu>t  unneoessarily  aemxe  by  destroy- 
ing, as  against  persons  who  oome  into 
e:d8tence  within  due  limits  of  time, 
provisions  which  might  comprehend, 
as  members  of  the  same  olaas,  other 
persons,  who  either  actually  or  possibly 
come  into  existence  at  a  time  beyond 
those  hmits.  I  have  no  doubt  the  law 
on  that  general  subject  does  deserve 
revision,  uid  that  it  might  be  uaefaUy 
revised  in  those  directions. 

Lord  HEBSGHELL:  My  Lords,, 
when  I  invited  your  Lordships  to  read 
a  second  time  a  Bill  dealing  with  thift 
same  subject  some  time  ago  now,  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Wool- 
sack induced  your  Lordships  to  refosd 
to  give  it  a  Second  Beading,  and  the 
BiU  was  lost.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  if  the  Bill  had  been  allowed  to  b» 
read  a  second  time,  and  had  been 
into  a  better  shape,  the  legidation  whioh. 
is  admitted  now  to  be  necessary,  and 
whidi  has  now  some  three  years  after- 
wards been  brought  before  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  might  have  passed  into  law 
in  a  better  shape  than  is  at  present 
proposed.  My  Ix>rds.  I  am  not  going  to 
oppose  this  Bill — I  take  an  ins^lment 
whenever  I  can  get  it,  and  look  for 
better  things  hereafter;  but  I  oannot 
profess  to  be  satisfied  with  a  provision, 
which  forbids  the  accumulation  of 
money  to  be  laid  out  in  land ;  that  i» 
to  say,  that  you  may  not  direob  the 
money  to  accumulate  for  so  many 
years  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  cut 
m  that  particular  way,  but  may  allow 
of  its  accumulation  in  another  form.  I 
think  these  accumulations  with  a  view 
of  piling  up  huge  fortunes,  leavii^  tha 
persons,  whose  cnildren  may  hereafter  be 
entitled  to  them,  in  the  meantime  in  a 
very  unsatisfactory  position,  are  bad 
things  in  themselves  ;  they  are  bad 
whether  it  apphes  to  money  to  be  laid 
out  in  land  or  in  any  other  way.  But,, 
my  Lords,  I  accept  this  Bill,  of  course,, 
as  it  now  stands  and  shall  not  attempt 
to  extend  its  scope,  with  this  exception^ 
that,  as  it  stands,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  so 
drawn  as  to  admit  of  the  whole  object 
of  the  Bill  being  very  easily,  and  satis- 
factorily, defeated  by  anybody  who 
wants  to  defeat  it.  13ia  voids  an 
these  in  Glaoae  1 : — 
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"No  parson  duD,  after  the  pwiiiig  of  this 
Act,  aettla  or  dispDte  of  anr  proper^  in  such 
manner  that ,  t&e  rents,  nsaes,  proflta,  or 
income  thereof  shall  be  whcdly  aoeomnlated 
for  the  porclun  ta  land  oa^." 

In  order  to  come  within  the  Act  it 
must  be    wholly  accamolated  for  the 
purchase  of  land  only."   Therefore  if 
you  except  from  the  accumulation  any 
sum  however  small — if  from  an  estate 
that  brings  in  £50,000  a  year  you 
except  £5  a  year,  and  direct  it  to  be 
apphed  to  something  else  than  land, 
the  clause  is  not  applicable,  and  there- 
fore you  have  allowed  the  accumula- 
tion of  all  the  rest.   I  cannot  think 
tluUi  that  was  the  intention  with  which 
the  Bill  was  framed ;  but,  if  it  is  not 
the  intention,  it  seems  obrious  that 
some   amendment  is  needed.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  second  clause,  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  rightly  understand 
its  effect.    I  am  not  sure  whether  that 
is  intended  which  seems  to  result  from 
the  language  used ;  but  is  it  intended, 
I  would  ask  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  that  this  clause  should  be 
retrospective  ?    The  first  clause  says, 
it  is  true — 

^No  person  shall  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  seme  w  diipcne  of  any  proper^ ; 

but  then  the  second  clause  says  this — 

"  In  every  case  where  any  aootunnlation  for 
any  logger  period  shall  have  been  directed, 
Booh  direction  shall,  as  from  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  be  null  and  void,  and  the  rents, 
issues,  profits,  or  income  so  directed  to  be 
acoumaJated  shall  go  to  and  be  received  by 
■nch  person  as  voold  have  been  entitled 
thereto  if  snefa  aeeumnlation  had  not  baan 
direeted." 

Your  Lordships  may  alter  the  law  so 
as  to  forbid  accumulations  in  future ; 
but  where  it  has  been  legal  to  direct 
an  accumulation  of  this  description, 
and  a  person  has  made  his  provisions 
accordingly — it  may  be  not  wii^iing 
the  person  who  would  become  en- 
titled under  this  clause  to  come 
into  possession  d  it — ^it  seems  to 
me  rather  a  strong  thing  to  make 
such  a  provision  as  this  retrospective, 
and  to  say  that  from  the  passing  of 
this  Act  all  this  provision,  lawfally 
and  well  made,  shall  not  be  allowed, 
but  shall  cease,  and  that  the  property 
shall  no  longer  go  as  disposed,  but 
shall  go  to  such  persons  "as  would 
have  been  entitled  thereto  if  such 
aooumulationhad  not  been  directed." 
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The  lord  CHANCELLOB  :  With 
regard  to  the  first  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend's  criticisms,  I  am 
disposed  to  agree  with  him  that  the 
word  "  wholly "  ought  to  be  omitted. 
With  regard  to  the  second,  I  confess 
1  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  clause  is 
intended  to  be  retrospective  in  this 
respect :  that  all  that  is  done  under  it — 
all  that  has  been  accumulated  under 
it — I  presume  would  not  be  touched  by 
the  Act,  but  that  all  aooamulations 
that  are  to  be  prevented  by  the  Act» 
such  as  accumulation  of  land,  would 
be  unlawful  after  the  passage  of  the 
Act ;  and  in  that  sense,  although  the 
step  had  been  taken  many  years  ago,, 
it  would  be  unlawful.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Act 
that  it  should  be  in  that  sense  retro- 
spective, and  I  agree  with  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  that  it  is  so. 
Whether  it  on^t  to  be  so  or  not  is  a 
question  for  your  Lor&hips  to  deter- 
mine. For  myself,  I  am  bound  to  stat*- 
candidly  what  my  impression  of  the 
effect  of  it  may  be,  and  I  think  that  is. 
what  would  be  the  effect.  The  House 
of  Commons,  I  think,  passed  this 
Bill  without  any  objection  at  all,  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  one  of  those  Bills  that 
were  passed  absolutely  in  silence ;  I 
rather  think  it  has  been  discussed. 
But  whatever  Amendments  may  do  in 
Committee  in  this  matter  your  Lord- 
ships will,  of  course,  consider  the 
arguments  on  both  sides  of  the  subject. 
I  should  be  very  reluctant  for  your 
Lordships  to  reject  the  Bill  on  the 
Second  Beading,  because  it  might  ba 
considered  that  I  had  not  j>raotically 
advanced  the  interests  of  this  Bill  by 
anything  that  I  said  in  its  favour. 

LoBD  HEESCHELL :  With  regard 
to  the  discussion  on  this  Bill,  my 
Lords,  I  received  a  communication 
from  a  Member  of  the  other  House 
who  takes  a  great  interest  in  th& 
subject,  and  who  put  down  certain. 
Amendments,  espenially  with  regard  to- 
the  retrospective  effect  of  Clause  2,. 
and  he  informs  me  that  the  Bill  came- 
on  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  in  his 
absence,  so  that  he  was  not  able  to 
bring  them  forward. 

The  Eael  of  SELBOBNB:  I 
certainly  understand  the  clause  not  to 
be  retrospective. 

Digitized  by 


1027        Colonial  Stock  Act         {LOBDS}     (I&IT)  Amendment  BUL  1038 


Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2' 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  on 
Priday  next. 

HIGH  COUKT  OF  JUBTICIABT  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 
SECOND  BEADIHa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

The  Mabquebs  op  LOTHIAN  :  My 
Lords,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
•obviate  the  incoavenience  of  the  delay 
that  sometimes  occurs  in  the  High 
-Court  of  Justiciary  (Scotland)  from 
there  being  no  power  in  that  Court  to 
hold  two  Courts  in  Edinburgh  at  the 
■same  time.  That  power  exists  already 
in  the  Court  on  Circuit.  The  Bill  con- 
«uta  of  one  clause  only,  which  is  to  effect 
that  object.  I  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a*."— (The  Marquess  of  Lothian.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
<lay  next. 

HOUSmO  OF    WORKING  CLASSES 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Seoond 
Beading,  read. 

The  Mabquebs  of  LOTHIAN  :  My 
Jjords,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  clear 
lip  certain  doubts  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
Housing  of  Working  Classes  (Scotland) 
Act.  ^niat  Act  repeals  the  Artizans' 
and  Labourers'  Dwellings  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1875,  under  which 
in  certain  burghs  in  Scotland  Fro- 
visional  Orders  have  been  obtained  and 
schemes  entered  into ;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  repeal  of  that  Act  those 
burghs  have  had  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties, because  certain  undertakings 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  Ixx^ 
Authority  in  the  bu^h,  and  by  the  re- 
peal of  tnat  Act  t^ose  schemes  have 
been  hong  up,  and  cannot  be  safely 
continued  unless  that  difficulty  is  re- 
moved. That  object  will  be  effected 
by  the  seoond  clause  in  the  Bill.  There 
is  another  clause  which  has  been  in- 
serted to  alter  the  definition  of  an 


Urban  Sanitary  Authority  as  defined 
by  the  Act  of  1890  so  far  as  regards 
Scotland.  Under  Section  96,  Sub-aeetioD 
2,  of  that  Act,  it  is  provided  that  the 
assessment  of  any  improvement  scheme 
should  be  levied  only  within  the  parish 
or  parishes  in  respect  of  wfaioh  such  ea* 
penses  are  incurred.  That  provision  is 
appropriate  enough  in  rural  districts, 
but  in  burghs  where  there  are  mora 
than  one  parish  it  introduces  a  novel 
and  undesirable  system  of  rating 
which  it  is  intended  to  remove  by  this 
clause,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
put  the  assessment  on  the  whole  burgh, 
and  not  on  the  individual  parish.  I 
think  with  that  explanation  I  may  ask 
your  Lordships  to  give  the  BUI  a 
Second  Beading. 

Moved,"ThattheBillbenowread2*." 
—{The  Marquess  of  Lothian.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  3* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

COLONIAL  STOCK  ACT  (1877)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [H.L.]. 
SBCOND  BEADINa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Lord  Knutspobd)  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  to  ask  your  indiu- 
genoe  in  moving  the  Second  Beadii^  of 
this  Bill,  because,  owing  to  some 
block  apparently  in  the  printer's 
department,  it  has  only  at  this 
moment  come  down  from  the  printer's 
office.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
certain  Colonial  Stocks  may  be  in- 
scribed in  this  country,  after  oertun 
regulations  have  been  complied  with, 
under  the  Colonial  Stocks  Act,  1877. 
The  Colonial  Authorities  have  hitherto 
always  transferred,  and  they  very  much 
prefer  to  transfer,  their  Colonial  Stock 
by  deed  ;  but  Section  4  of  the  Colonial 
Stock  Act,  1877,  provided  a  special 
form  of  transfer  for  Stock  inscribed 
under  that  Act ;  it  was  to  be  done  by 
a  note  on  the  registw.  By  some  mis- 
understanding or  overlooking  of  the 
eSwt  of  Section  i  certun  G<daiial 
Stock,  which  has  been  inscribed  nndsr 
the  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877,  has  been 
still  continued  to  be  transferred  by 
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deed.  This  Bill  has  a  double  object : 
first,  to  provide,  as  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernments very  much  desire  it,  for  the 
continued  transfer  of  Stock  although 
instndbed  nnder  the  Colonial  Stock  Act, 
1877,  by  deed ;  and,  secondly,  to  heal 
the  irregularity  whi<di  has  unfortunately 
ooeurr^  with  respect  to  some  Colonial 
Stock  that  has  been  inscribed  under 
the  Act  of  1877.  I  ask  your  Lordships, 
therefore,  to  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Beading. 

Moved,  "ThattheBillbenowreada*." 
— (The  Lord  Knuts/ord.) 

LoBD  HEBSCHELL  :  My  Lords, 
my  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
difficulty  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
alluded,  and  I  think  this  is  eminently 
a^  case  in  which  a  measure  of  this  sort 
should  be  passed ;  there  has  been  an 
oversight ;  a  considerable  amount  of 
property  is  affected  by  it ;  and  no  mis- 
chief can  be  done  by  validating  that 
which  has  been  done. 

Motbn  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2' 
aooordinely,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee 0?  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

PZSHBRY  BOARD  (SCXXTLAND)  BILL. 
8E00KD  SBABmO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

The  Mabquess  of  LOTHIAN  :  My 
Ijords,  I  hare  to  apologise  somewhat  for 
asking  your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second 
Beading  to  this  Bill  to-night,  because  it 
has  not  yet  been  circulated ;  it  has  just 
been  printed,  but  I  am  afraid  your 
Lordships  have  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  its  provisions.  I 
have  the  less  diffioulty,  however,  in 
asking  your  Lordships  to  give  the  Bill 
a  Second  Beading  now,  because  I  have 
already  introduced  this  Bill  in  two  Ses- 
sions, and  your  Lordships  have  passed 
the  Bill  on  those  two  occasions.  I  need 
not  therefore  go  into  detail  about  the 
Bill  beyond  saying  that  there  are  two 
main  alterations  in  it  as  compared  with 
the  Bill  which  your  Lordships  passed 
last  year  and  the  yeax  before.  The 
fint  o<  these  prorisions  is  that  whereas 
in  the  Bill  of  last  year  it  was  proposed 
to  give  the  SecretMy  for  Scotland  power 
to  divide  Scotland  into  four  fishery 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  each  of 
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those  districts  returning  a  member  to 
the  Fishery  Board,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, it  is  now  proposed  under  this 
Bill  to  divide  Scotland  into  five  dis- 
tricts, so  that  the  flshei^  Board  will 
consist  of  ten  instead  of  nme  members 
as  proposed  last  year.  The  second 
alteration  is  one  perhapsof  rather  more 
importance.  It  is  proposed  to  give  the 
sea  fishery  districts  power  to  form 
sub-oommittees  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts, and  one  of  the  main  powers 
either  of  the  fishery  Board  itself,  or 
which  tbey  could  delegate  to  sub-com- 
mittees, is  the  power  of  acquiring  and 
deahng  with  mussel  beds  on  the  coast 
of  Scotland.  Your  Lordships  are  no 
doubt  aware  of  the  great  diffioulty  that 
there  has  been,  and  that  exists  now, 
in  obtaining  mussel  fishery  beds  on  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  especially  on  the 
east  side ;  and  one  of  the  main  objects 
of  the  Bill  is  to  try  and  arrange  for  a 
cultivation  of  mussel  beds,  and  putting 
them  under  the  authority  of  the 
Fishery  Board  of  the  particular  fishery 
district;  so  that  the  fishermen  may 
with  greater  ease  obtain  the  bait 
neoessuy  for  their  calling.  Another 
provision  under  Section  4  of  the  Bill  is 
that  money  will  be  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  necessary  expenses  which 
will  be  incurred  under  the  Act  if  it  is 
put  in  force.  My  Lords,  I  think  I  need 
not  explain  further  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  As  your  Lordships  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it,  I  shall, 
of  course,  be  prepared  on  the  Committee 
stage  to  give  any  further  information 
for  which  your  Lordships  may  think 
it  necessary  to  ask.  Witn  these  obser- 
vations I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill 
now  read  a  second  time. 

Moved  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
^."—{Tke  Marquess  of  Lothian.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2» 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hotue  on  Thursday 
next. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL  [h.l.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  n^atived : 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
considered  (according  to  order),  and 
dispensed  with :  Bill  read  3' ;  the 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Sfileot 
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Committee  made :  BUI  pfused,  and  s&nt 

to  the  GommoDB. 

COKSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (aooording  to  order) ;  Com- 
mittee negatived ;  imd  Bill  to  be  read 
S"  on  ThvmA&j  next. 

BlUiS  OF  SALE  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Beported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments  :  The  Beport 
thereof  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.   (No.  173.) 

IKFECnonS  H08PITAIA  BILL  [B.L.]. 
A  Bill  for  enabling  County  CooncilB  to 
promote  the  establiahment  ot  bospiialB  for  the 
receptiOD  of  patients  suffering  from  infeotioni 
diaaMes— Wu  presented  bv  Uie  Lord^Thring ; 
read  !■ ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  TMd  2*  on 
TuMdajnezt  (No.  174.) 

EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2* 
on  Monday  next :  (The  Lord  Eer  [M. 
Lothian]).  (No.  175.) 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2* 
on  Thursday  next :  (The  Lord  Elphin- 
aUme.)   (No.  176.) 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1" ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Friday  next:  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal 
[E.  Cadogan}).   (No.  177.) 

LOCAL  aOVERNHENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (Na  13)  BILL.-(Ko.  178.) 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 

1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 

Examiners. 

PIBB  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILU— (No.  179.) 

Brought  horn  the  Commons ;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

PIER  AMD  HARBOmt  FH0VI8IOMAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL.-(No.  180.) 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 


EDUCATION   PROVISIONAL  OBDSB 
CONFIRBIATION  (LONDON)  BUJ:. 

[H.L.J. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  An  Amendment  made :  Stand* 
ing  Committee  negatived :  Then  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXIX.  conudeted  (ae- 
cording  to  order)  and  dispensed  with  r 
Amen&uent  reported :  Bill  read  3*,  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  4)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made :  Stancung 
Committee  negatived:  then  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (ac- 
cording to  order)  and  dispensed  with : 
Amen^ents  reported:  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Comnums. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  6)  BILL  [HJ..]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  withont  amend- 
ment; Standing  (Committee  ne^|tived: 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  con- 
sidered (according  to  order)  and  dis- 
pensed with :  Bill  read  3',  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVIBIOMAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  m  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (aooording  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  cd  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PRO  VISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 
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LOCAL  GOTERNMBNT  FBOViaiOKAL 
OBDERS  (No.  5)  BILU 
Bead  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  OOVBBNUENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (BATHOATB 
WATER)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  O0VERNB£ENT  ( IRELAND ) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  6) 
BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
oonunitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

ALLOTHEMTS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL. 

Bead  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

House  sdjoamed  at  a  qnsrtar  befon 
Seiwo'eloak: 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  14th  June,  1892. 


QV  S8T10N  8. 


OFFXCERB  OF  THE  INDIAN  STAFF 
CORPa 

Mb.  king  (HuU,  Central) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Undeor  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by 
Furloof^  Bules  published  to  the  In- 
dian Araiy  in  November,  1868,  the 
Zndian  Government  laid  down  that 
officers  of  the  StaiF  Corps  should  draw 
while  oa  furlough 


"half  their  Indian  pay  eslookted  at  the  rate 
of  2b.  per  mpaa," 

and 

"  that  any  otBcer  leaving  the  British  Service 
aod  joining  the  Staff  (3orpa  after  July,  1808, 
«oaidizwo/a«tobaocHneiabjeettothe  Rolea 
of  1868"; 

that  in  1871  the  Government  altered 
the  Furlough  Bules,  so  that  furlough 
pay  was  "  calculated  at  the  exchange 
of  the  day  " ;  and  that  retrosjpective 
operation  has  been  practically  given  to 
the  Bule  of  1871  by  applying  it  to  the 
case  of  officers  previously  joining,  t.e.| 
in  1869,  1870,  from  the  British  Army 
who  have  not  signified  assent  to  any 
later  set  of  Furlough  Bules  than  those 
of  1868,  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
will  give  directions  that  officers  who 
joined  the  Staff  Corps  under  the  Bules 
of  1868  and  have  elected  to  remain 
under  them  shall  have  their  furlough 
pay  at  the  rate  of  2s.  to  the  rupee  as 
promised  them  on  joining  ? 
•The  UNDEB  SECBETABY  op 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cobzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  nothing  to  add  to  the 
answer  which  was  given  to  a  similar 
question  on  the  19th  March,  1891. 
The  matter  has  been  repeatedly  de- 
cided by  successive  Secretaries  of  State 
in  Council,  and  as  no  new  facts  have 
been  adduced,  the  Secretary  of  State 
doM  not  consider  that  he  would  be 
warranted  in  disturbii^  their  decision. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY 
PENSIONS. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  now  the 
number  of  pensioned  of  the  Bbyal  Irish 
Constabuhuy  receiving  a  lower  pension 
than  that  to  which  they  claim  to  be  en- 
titled by  reason  of  the  general  adoption 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mission of  1872,  with  respect  to  in- 
crease of  the  rates  of  pension  payable 
to  men  at  that  time  serving  in  the 
force ;  what  is  the  annual  amount  in- 
volved in  the  claim  of  this  particular 
class;  whether  they  correctly  repre- 
sent that,  whilst  the  recommendation 
in  their  regard  as  to  pennon  has  been 
disregarded,  the  rMommendation  as  to 
pay  had  bem  acted  upon  during  their 
continuance  in  the  Service ;  and 
whether  their  case  will  be  re-con- 
sidered? ^  . 
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*The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Goebt,  Chatham) 
(who  replied) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  asked  me  to  answer  this  question. 
I  presume  the  hon.  Member  refers  to 
a  Coramiasion  which  reported  in  18C6, 
and  I  assume  that  the  pensioners  in 
question  are  those  who  retired  from 
the  Force  between  August,  1866,  and 
August,  1874.  I  do  not  possess  the 
information  asked  for  in  pan^raphs 
1  and  3.  It  is  not  the  fact  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commission  as 
to  pension  has  been  disregarded. 
There  is  no  intention  of  re-opening  the 
case,  which  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered on  more  than  one  occasion. 

SALE 'OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS  ON  HAIL 
STEAMERS. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  all 
German  mail  steamships,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Postal  Union  arrange- 
ment, are  wovided  with  German 
stamps  for  sue  to  passengers,  and  that 
the  passengers  habitually  post  letters 
bearing  these  German  stamps  in  Eng- 
lish ports,  the  work  of  dealing  with 
such  letters  being  partly  performed  by 
.  our  Post  Office,  while  all  the  profit 
faUs  to  Germany ;  and  whether  he  will 
consent  to  entrust  ^20.000  or  ^£30,000 
worth  of  British  stamps  to  the  owners 
of  our  steamships  carrying  the  mails 
to  America,  and  to  the  Orient  and 
Peninsnlar  and  Oriental  Companies 
carrying  the  mails  to  India,  the  East, 
and  Anstraiia,  on  sufficient  guarantees 
being  given  in  respect  of  payment  for 
them,  so  that  every  British  mail 
steamship  may  become,  in  effect,  a 
travelling  British  post  office,  the  pas- 
sengers being  privileged  to  post  their 
letters  in  any  port  touched  at  in  the 
world? 

•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  Jahbb  Febgubbon,  Manchester. 
N.BO  •  arrangements  made  by 

the  German  Post  Office  for  the  sale  of 
Gkoman  stamps  on  board  the  packets 
referred  to  are  well  known ;  and  there 
is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  pas- 
sengers post  letters  bearing  German 
.  stamps  in  English  ports.  If  they  did, 
such  letters  would  be  chargeable  on 
delivery  as  xmpaid  letters.  The  fact 
which  my  hon.  Friend  probably  has  in 


view  is  that,  on  board  of  each  of  the 
packets  in  question,  there  is  a  German 
travelling  post  office,  at  which  stamps 
are  sold  and  letters  are  posted.  The 
travelling  post  office  mi^Ees  the  letters 
up  in  closed  mails,  which  are  landed  at 
the  most  convenient  port.  Such  mails, 
for  instance,  are  landed  at  Southamp- 
ton from  the  German  mail  steamers  on 
the  way  from  Bremerhaven  to  New 
York.  The  British  Post  Office  main- 
tains no  travelling  agency  on  board 
any  of  its  mail  steamers.  Mail  packet 
contrfbctors,  however,  suppW  their  pas- 
sengers with  stamps,  both  British  and 
foreign,  when  they  tonoh  at  foreign 
ports;  and  the  Post  Office  has  not 
heard  of  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
stamps  on  board  British  mail  packets* 
or  of  any  necessity  to  allow  its  con- 
tractors a  credit  stock  of  stamps.  On 
and  after  the  1st  July  there  will  be  no 
occasion  for  passengers  on  board 
British  steamers,  posting  letters  on  the 
high  seas,  to  obtoin  any  hot  British 
stamps. 

BONDED  WAREHOUSES  AT 
DUHPRIEa 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  Inland  Revenue  Department,  on  a 
plea  of  economy,  have  intimated  their 
intention,  in  the  exercise  of  their  powers 
imder  the  Act  of  1881,  to  discontinue 
their  licence  for  the  bonded  warehouse 
of  Messrs.  Lennox,  Dumfries ;  whether 
the  Department,  however,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1^1 — nunely,  in 
1885,  granted  a  licence  to  the  Glasgow 
and  South  Western  Railway  Company 
forabonded  warehouse  at  Dimifries,  and 
in  1891  a  similar  licence  for  a  warehouse 
at  Dumfries  to  the  Caledonian  Railway 
Company ;  whether  these  two  ware-«< 
houses,  being  less  centrally  situated 
than  that  of  Messrs.  Lennox,  will 
entail  a  much  greater  expenditure  for 
proper  supervision  by  the  Department ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  prac- 
tically unanimous  opinion  of  the 
trade  in  DumMes,  the  Department 
will  re-consider  their  intention  with 
regard  to  the  licence  granted  to  Messrs. 
Lennox  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER(Mr.Go8cHBN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  facts  stated  in 
the  question,  are,  in  the  main,  correct 
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except  that  economy  was  not  the  only 

Sound  for  the  action  taken  by  the  In- 
od  Revenue  Department.  The  change 
will  not  entail  a  much  greater  expendi- 
ture for  supervision.  Messrs.  Lennox 
have  written  to  the  Treasury  on  the 
enbject,  and  their  letter  is  now  under 
my  consideration. 

THE  COMMONWEAL, 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  he  would  explain  to  the 
House  by  whose  authority  the  police 
entered  the  office  of  a  paper  called  the 
Commonweal,  and  took  away  the  type  ; 
and  what  means  the  editor  must  adopt 
to  r^fun  poSBession  of  it  ? 

The  SECRBTART  of  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  ^r. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
type  in  question  was  seized  by  the 
police  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Nicoll  was 
arrested  for  the  libel  printed  from  it,  as 
one  of  the  implements  used  in  com- 
mitting the  offence.  Since  the  convic- 
tion of  Nicoll  various  persons  have 
claimed  the  type,  the  title  to  which  ap- 
petuTB  doubtful ;  and  Mr.  Vaughan.  the 
PoliM  Magistrate,  has  issued  a  sum- 
mons against  the  police,  on  the  hear- 
ing of  which  the  true  owner  will,  no 
doabt,  have  the  type  restored  to  him. 
The  police  are  anxions  to  get  rid  of  it. 

SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATION  AT 
ASHBNDON. 

Mb.  LEON  (Bocks,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Connoil  on  Education,  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  school 
children  of  the  village  of  Asbendon, 
near  Aylesbury,  above  the  age  of 
seven  years  have  to  walk  two  miles  to 
attend  the  school  at  Wootton  Under- 
wood, and  that  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spector reports  that — 

"  The  txiitiQg  Bchoolroom  at  Ashendon  ii 
not  loiUble  for  moTB  than  a  nnaU  namber  of 
iolhiit eUldren 

and  whether  the  Education  Depart- 
ment will  require  the  Asbendon  school 
managers  to  make  adequate  provision 
for  all  the  children  in  the  schoolroom 
in  that  village  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt  Dyke,  Kent, 


Dartford) :  In  the  absence  of  notice,  I 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the 
facts  of  the  case  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  I  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made.  I  may  say,  however,  that 
I  do  not  think  that  two  miles  is  an  ex- 
cessive distance  for  older  children  to 
to  go  to  school,  as  the  hon.  Member  will 
see  by  reference  to  Section  74  of  th» 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1870. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  ARTILLERY  VOLUN- 
TEERS. 

Mb.  LODER  (Brighton):  I  beg  to> 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at  as  to  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  for  drillsheds, 
uniforms,  and  headquarters  of  the 
Brighton  Corps  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Artillery  Volunteers,  which  was  con- 
sidered as  long  ago  as  2nd  March  last ; 
and  when  the  Report  of  the  Committee^ 
appointed  under  the  Admiralty  Order 
of  13th  November  last,  may  be  ex- 
pected? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Geoboe  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  Committee 
in  question  have  now  completed  their 
inquiry  into  the  financial  position  of 
the  varions  corps  of  the  utte  Royal 
Navfd  Artillery  Volunteers,  and  they 
will  be  able  to  submit  their  general 
Report  to  the  Admiralty  in  the  course 
of  the  next  ten  days.  The  apparent 
delay  in  presenting  their  Report  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Committee  visited 
the  headquarters  of  the  Brighton  Corpa 
first  of  Gull,  and  since  then  they  have 
been  making  the  round  of  the  other^ 
stations. 

POSTMEN'S  GOOD  CONDUCT  STRIPES. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  able  to  inform 
the  House  as  to  his  answer  to  the 
Petitions  of  the  London  postmen^ 
"  Zone  1,"  forwarded  to  him  in  April 
last ;  and  whether  he  can  now  consent 
to  restore  the  good  conduct  stripes  to 
those  postmen  who  were  deprived  of 
them  two  years  ago  for  violating  the 
rule  of  the  Department  which  prohibits 
postmen  attending  outdoor  meetings  to 
discuss  their  grievances? 
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«SiB  JAMES  FEBGUS80N  :  It  has 
fteen  determined  to  increase  the 
maximum  of  the  wages  of  these  post- 
men from  32b.  to  34b.  a  week.  The 
answer  to  the  other  points  of  their 
Petition  will  be  promulgated  imme 
lately.  The  question  of  restoring  good 
eonduot  stripes  to  the  postmen  who 
have  broken  rules  in  this  and  other 
respects  is  being  considered. 

Mb.  HOWELL :  I  would  press  the 
zight  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  point.  It 
is  a  long  time  since  this  violation  of 
the  rules  occurred. 

•Sm  JAMES  FEBGTJSSON  :  I  have 
ior  some  time  had  imder  consideration 
the  propriety  of  restoring  good  conduct 
stripes  to  men  who  have  lost  them  for 
various  offences;  but  in  a  large  Service 
one  has  to  be  very  careful,  in  taking 
such  a  step  in  individual  cases,  to  con- 
sider how  far  it  will  reach.  I  shall, 
itowever,  lose  no  time  in  dealing  with 
Ahe  cases. 

IHB  SHILLBIAQH  UNION  BLECTION. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
chan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
liocal  Qovemment  Board  refused  to 

frant  a  sworn  inquiry  asked  for  by  Mr. 
erenee  Byrne,  a  candidate  at  the  last 
election  of  Guardians  of  the  Shillelagh 
Union,  into  the  conduct  of  that  election, 
on  the  ground  that  the  Board  oon- 
-udered  the  explanations  of  the  return- 
ing officer  satisfactory ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Byrne  made  certain 
charges  against  the  returning  officer  of 
having  disallowed  eight  votes  duly  re- 
corded for  him,  and  allowed  certain 
•other  votes,  which  he  alleges  were 
illegal,  for  his  opponent,  Mr.  Casey, 
'whom  he  declared  elected  by  a  majority 
■€d  two  votes,  and  that  Mr.  Byrne 
charges  the  returning  oflBcer  with 
having  acted  as  a  |iutisan  of  Mr. 
■Casey,  (md  states  his  willingness  to 
support  his  charges  and  auctions  on 
•oath  if  the  inquiry  is  granted ;  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  will  re- 
oommend  the  Board  to  re-consider 
■their  decision,  and  grant  a  sworn  in- 
•^uiry  as  in  the  case  of  Cork,  where,  as 
m  this  c^,  forgery  and  other  mal- 
practices are  alleged ;  and  whether  he  is 
.aware  that  unoe  the  refosal  of  the 
3oard  to  grant  the  inquiry,  Mr.  Byrne, 


the  defeated  candidate,  has  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  a  sworn 
declaration  in  support  of  his  chaiges, 
and  that  Mr:  Th'onras  Kingston,  whose 
votes  were  disallowed  by  the  returning 
officer  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
signed  with  his  mark,  and  which,  if 
allowed,  would  have  given  Mr.  Byrne 
a  majority  of  legal  votes,  has  also  for- 
warded to  the  Board  a  sworn  declara- 
tion that  he  could  not  write,  and  that 
his  votes  were  fiUed  for  Mr.  Byrne  by 
his  auUiority,  and  his  mark  attached 
to  each  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
I  am  informed  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland,  having 
received  from  the  candidate  men- 
tioned an  affidavit  in  support  of 
his  statements  respecting  the  case 
of  Mr.  l^omas  Kingston,  have  already 
ordered  a  sworn  inquiry  to  be  held 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  election. 

MR.  WENTON'S  CLAIM  AGAINST  THE 
CHINESS  GOVERNMENT. 
AoHiBAi.   FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne):  I  beg  to  aw   the  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
if  he  can  now  state  in  detail  the 
particulars  of  the  Report  received  from 
our  Minister  at  Pekin  relative  to  the 
result  of  his  representations  addressed 
to  the  Chinese  Government  in  the 
matter  of  the  outrage  committed  by 
Chinese  officials  at  Canton  in  February 
last  upon  the  prcnierty  of  a  British  mer- 
chant, by  name&u-.Wenyon,  in  violation 
of  the  TceaXy  of  Tientsin,  whereby  he 
liaA  suffered  loss  to  the  extent  <A  over 
seventeen  thousand  dollars ;  and  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government,  if 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  his  claim,  will 
insist  upon  reparation  being  granted 
for  the  outrage  in  question  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  A  strong  Instruction  was 
sent  at  the  end  of  February  last  to  Sir 
J.  Walsham  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chinese  Government  to  the  case. 
There  has  hardly  been  time  to  receive 
a  Report  of  the  result  of  his  communioa- 
tions  with  the  Tsungli  Yamen,  but  the 
matter  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  H«r 
Majesty  Government. 
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ADuraAii  FIELD:  As  I  know  Mr. 
Wenyon  is  now  in  England,  it  may  be 
«oinrament  that  he  should  be  allowed 
an  interview,  so  that  he  may  state  his 
own  case  at  the  Foreign  Office  ? 
:  Mb.  LOWTHEB  :  Yes.  I  think  that 
-will  be  desirable,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if 
the  geutlem&n  will  oaXL 

BEXmiNa  PBNBIONS  UFLIBUTBNAirr 
COLONBL& 

Sib  GHABIiBS  FBASE^  (Lam- 
beth, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Bnandal 
'Seoretary  to  the  War  Office  if  he  will 
explain  on  what  grounds  a  non- 
purchase  Lieutenant  Colonel  is  per- 
mitted to  retire  on  a  pension  of  £420  a 
year  immediately  on  his  retirement 
irom  the  command  of  a  regiment,  while 
a  purchase  Lieutenant  Colonel  is  com- 
pelled to  remain  on  half-pay  for  five 
years  on  £200  a  year,  if  unemployed, 
unless  he  repays  to  the  QoTemment 
the  OTer-reemation  value  of  the  com- 
mission he  held  on  the  abolition  of  pur- 
chase, varying  from  £2,500  to  £4,000, 
although  ne  may  have  served  many 
years  longer  than  the  non-purchase 
officer,  and  although  he  has  sunk  for 
«ver  sums  such  as  £1,800  to  £4,500  ? 

The  financial  SECRETABY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)  :  The  rule,  so  far  as 
it  affects  purchase  officers,  is  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  over  which 
Lord  Penzance  presided,  and  has  been 
jn  force  ever  since.  It  could  only  be 
abrogated  by  re-considering  the  provi- 
sions made  on  the  recommendation  of 
Lord  Penzance. 

BHIQBANTO  TO  BRAZIL. 

Mb.  BTBON  BEEB  (Bradford,  E.) : 
I  be^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  has 
been  drawn  to  a  letter  published  in 
oertain  English  papers  (and  reproduced 
in  the  Jomaldo  Cortmaroio,  of  Brazil), 
bearing  the  signature  of  E.  Drolke 
Fasoiotti,  Brazuian  Consul  at  Cardiff ; 
whether  it  is  a  iaci,  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  that  emigrants,  who  do  not  wish 
to  remain  in  Brazil,  are  ami  entitled 
to  be  sent  back  at  the  cost  of  the 
Government;  whether  Her  Majesty's 
^Government  are  aware  that  any  of  the 
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unfortunate  persons,  who  were  induced 
to  emigrate  to  Brazil,  have  been  re- 
patriated to  thjs  country  at  the  cpst  of 
the  Bepublic ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  prepared  to 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  any 
further  correspondence  on  this  subject 
which  has  taken  place  since  the  pre- 
sentation of  No.  30,  Commercial, 
1891  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  has 
been  drawn  to  the  letter  in  qoestion, 
and  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Bio 
de  Janeiro  has  been  instructed  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  Brazilian  Government  if 
the  statement  attributed  to  tiieir  Consul 
at  Caitiff  is  accurate  or  othervn80. 
Further  correspondence  respecting 
emin-ation  to  Brazil  will  be  prepared 
for  Parliament. 

LONGFORD  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALT  (Cork) 
(for  Mr.  TiuOTHT  Healt,  Longford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  proceeding  with  the  new  post  office 
at  Longford ;  and  when  will  the  work 
be  completed  ? 

*SiB  JAMBS  FEBGUSSON :  I  in- 
formed  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford 
on  the  3rd  inst.  that  h-esh  plans  for 
the  proposed  new  -post  office  at  Long- 
ford were  imder  consideration.  I  regret 
that  these  fresh  plans  have  not  proved 
;  to  be  satisfactory,  and  some  further 
discussion  vrili  be  necessary  in  regard 
to  them.  No  time  is  being  lost  in  the 
matter. 

BETIRBHENT  OF  THE  LENAHOBB 

P08TMASTBB. 

Me.  MAUBICE  HEALY  (for  Mr. 
Timothy  Heai^y)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  (General  if  he  will  explain 
whether  Mr.  Henry  Doran,  who 
for  nearly  forty  years  was  post- 
master at  Lenamore,  County  Longford, 
and  who  was  obliged  to  retire  through 
old  age,  has  been  refused  a  pension  ; 
and,  if  so,  why  ? 

•Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  The 
postmaster  retired  from  ill-health,  and 
the  circumstances  being  such  that  he 
did  not  give  his  whole  time  to  the  De- 
partment, he  has  no  claim  to  a  pension. 
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EXTRA  POLICE  IN  COmfTT  KIL- 
KENNY, 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  (for 
.  Mr.  Chance,  Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  3eoretary  to  the  Ix>rd 
Ideatenant  of  Ireland  why  six  or  oght 
extra  police  hare  been  quartered  on 
the  district  of  KUmoganny  (Callan), 
County  Kilkenny ;  will  the  people  be 
called  on  to  pay  for  them,  and  what 
outrages  have  been  committed  to  justify 
this  biurden  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  Constabulary 
Authorities  report  that  it  is  the  case 
that  there  has  been  a  temporary  in- 
crease of  six  in  the  number  of  police  at 
Kilmoganny  station.  The  increase  has 
been  provided  from  the  force  already 
in  the  county,  and  there  wiU,  therefore, 
be  no  increased  charge  on  the  local 
rates.  This  temporary  strengthening 
of  the  local  force  has  been  rendered 
necessary  to  prevent  the  intimidation 
of  a  man  who  was  occupying  evicted 
farms. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  the  man  referred  to  has  himself 
applied  to  have  the  extra  police  with- 
drawn? Is  the  right  hon..-  Gentleman 
aware  that  he  has  signed  an  affidavit, 
witnessed  by  the  local  Protestant 
clergyman  fmd  others,  stating  that  his 
mind  was  seriously  affected  when  he 
made  the  applicatipn,  uid  that  he  is 
still  subject  to  fits  of  mental  aberra- 
tion? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  If  that  is  so,  it  is 
the  more  necessary  that  he  should  have 

protection. 

Dr.  TANNER ;  But  will  '  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  rather  have  the 
man  taken  care  of  in  a  Ixmatic  asylum 
than  excite  the  hostility  of  the  people 
by  inflicting  more  police  upon  the 
locality? 

FBTROLSUH  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM 
(Limerick.  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  police 
rights  of  Egypt  over  the  Suez  Canal 
and  its  ports,  he  will  give  the  assurance, 
after  communicating  with  the  Ottoman 
and  Egyptian  Governments,  that,  in 
the  event  of  the  Provisional  Regulations 
of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  authorising 
curgoes  of  bulk  oil  to  pass  through  the 


Canal,  these  Governments  will  under- 
take not  to  issue  any  laws  or  bye-law» 
relating  to  the  commerce  of  pefcrolenim 
in  Egypt? 

Mb.  3.  W.  LOWTHEB:  The  hon. 
Member  asks  me  to  give  an  assnrance 
that    the    Ottoman    and  Egyptian 

Governments  will  not  make  any 
Regulations  for  controlling  the  sale  of 
petroleum  within  the  limits  of 
Egyptian  territory.  The  Egyptian 
Govemftient,  however,  is  free  to  ecaot 
its  own  domestic  legislation  in  the 
matter,  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment could  not  therefore  eitho:  nse- 
fuUy  or  properly  interfere. 


Me.  ABRAHAM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
14th  Article  of  the  Concession  of  the 
Suez  Maritime  Canal  Universal  Com- 
pany, dated  5th  January,  1856,  which 
guarantees  neutral  passages  to  any 
merchant  vessel  crossing  from  sea  to 
sea  without  any  distinction,  exclusion^ 
or  preference  whatever  for  persons  or 
nationalities,  he  will  inform  the  House 
under  what  words  in  this  Article  the 
Suez  Canal  Company  have  the  ri^ht, 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Sublime 
Porte  and  Egyvt,  to  exclude  any  class 
of  steamer  and  any  class  of  cargo,  as 
thev  now  for  tfaie  first  time  sedc 
to  clo? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  decisions  of  the  Suez 
Canal  Company  ;  but  as  I  understand 
their  contention,  it  is  to  the  effect 
that,  being  charged  with  the  safety  of 
the  Canal  and  its  adjuncts,  the  C^om- 

Sany  declines,  on  the  ground  of  the 
anger  which  might  arise  in  the  event 
of  an  accident,  to  permit  the  passage 
of  petroleum  bulk  ships  except  under 
very  stringent  Regulations.  If  those 
Regulations  are  complied  with  no 
distinction,  exclusion,  or  preference  for 
persons  or  nationalities  wiU  arise. 


Mb.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) ;  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  A^airs  whether  he  is  aware 
that  under  the  Provisional  Regulationa 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  that  Company  pro- 
posea  to  pndiibit  from  paseage  on  the 
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Smbx  Canal  British  owned  Bteamers 
complying  with  the  Provisional  Regu- 
lations, and  built  in  the  United  King- 
dom under  a  British  classification; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
prevent  effect  bein^  given  to  the  pro- 
posed ill^al  Provisional  Begalations 
pending  the  action  vrfaioh  has  been 
nuaed  in  the  Egyptian  Goorts  against 
the  Suez  Canal  Company  for  misuser 
of  its  Charter  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  So  long  as 
the  Regolationa  are  complied  with  the 
Canal  Company  has  no  power  to  pro- 
hibit from  passage  throogh  the  Canal 
any  British  owned  or  other  vessels. 
The  legality  or  illegality  of  the  Regula- 
tions is  the  subject  of  an  action  in  the 
Kf^ptian  Courts,  and  pending  their  de- 
cision Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
not  prepiu*ed  to  invite  the  Company  to 
prejud^  the  question  by  preventing 
the  Bnles  from  coming  into  force. 


Major  General  GOLDSWORTHY 
(Hammersmith) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
December  last,  before  the  Provisional 
R^pilations  were  issued,  a  Petition  was 
B^ed  by  shipowners  representing  over 
5.000,000  tons  of  shipping,  protesting 
i^inst  the  passage  of  petroleum  tank 
steamers  through  the  Suez  Canal  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  A  Petition 
was  presented  to  the  Saez  Canal  Com- 
pany in  December  last,  a  copy  of  which 
y,  ill  appear  in  the  Papers  which  I  hope  to 
lay  upon  the  Table  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two.  I  cannot  say  how  many 
tons  of  shipping  the  signatories  to  the 
Petition  represent,  but  a  considerable 
number  of  firms  signed  it. 

Major  General  GOLDSWORTHY: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  tot  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Suez  Canal  Company  has  the  right  to 
mi^e  regulations  or  bye-laws  in  excess 
of  the  powers  given  under  its  con- 
cession ? 

Mb.  LOWTHER:  The  reply 
to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's 
question  is  in  the  negative. 

BALLIKCOLLia  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Dr.  TANNEB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
why  no  reply  has  been  given  by  the 


War  Office  to  the  Guardians  of  the 
Cork  Union  on  the  sobject  of  the 
BallincoUig  water  supply ;  whether  the 
supply  of  25,000  gallons  daily  is 
sufficient ;  and  whether  they  are  aware 
that  the  work  is  being  delayed  in 
consequence  of  the  procrastination  of 
the  !A£Utaey  Authorities  ? 

Dr.  TANNER  had  notice  also  of 
the  following  question :  To  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  not  sanction 
the  issue  of  the  loan  for  BallincoUig 
Waterworks  until  the  Military  Autho- 
rities have  fixed  a  maximum  number 
of  gallons  per  diem  as  their  require- 
ment ;  whether,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  correspondence  on  this  subject, 
the  maximum  requirements  of  the 
Barracks  were  stated  not  to  exceed 
16,000  gallons  per  diem ;  and  whether 
the  present  water  supply  in  the 
Barracks  has  been  almost  wholly 
condemned  by  military  medical  autJio- 
rities? 

Mb.  BRODRICK:  I  will  answer 
the  two  questions  of  the  hon.  Member 
at  once.  The  letter  from  the  solicitor 
of  the  Cork  Guardians  came  through 
the  General  Officer  commanding  in 
Ireland,  to  whom  a  reply  was  duly 
sent.  Personal  communications  have 
been  taking  place  in  Dublin,  which 
may  have  delayed  a  final  answer  to 
the  Guardians.  The  present  water 
supply  is  not  sufficient.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  now  sanctioned  the  issue  of 
a  loan  to  the  BallincoUig  Waterworks 
without  insisting  that  a  maximum 
quantity  shall  be  named,  and  an  agree- 
ment has  been  signed  under  which  a 
continuous  and  plentiful  supply  of 
water  for  the  Barra.cks  is  secured,  and 
the  necessity  for  stating  a  maximum 
quantity  does  not  arise.  There  has 
been  no  avoidable  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  Military  Authorities,  and  I  believe 
the  whole  matter  has  now  been  satis- 
factorily arranged. 

Db.  tanner  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  the  maximum  requirements  of 
the  Barracks  were  stated  not  to  exceed 
16,000  gf^ons  per  diem,  and  the-Local 
Authority  undertook  to  supply  2,000 
gallons?  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman 
take  steps  to  bring  the  matter  to  a 
conclusion  at  once  ? 

3  B  2  I 
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Mb.  BBODBICE  :  I  believe  that 

originally  the  maximum  was  as  stated, 
hut  as  an  arrangement  has  been  oome 
to  by  which  there  shall  be  a  continuous 
supply,  the  question  of  a  maximum 
need  not  furuier  disttlrb  'the  arrange- 
ment. 

DUBLIN  AND  CORK  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  the  advance  by 
the  Treasury  of  tl>e  sum  necessary  to 
improve  the  mail  service  betweok 
Dublin  and  Cork? 

Mb.  G08CHEN :  Negotiations  are 
Btill  in  progress,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man need  DO  under  no  anxiety  as  to 
the  result. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  indicate  some 
date  when  we  may  hope  to  have  the 
improvement?  Great  anxiety  does 
exist  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  but  it  would 
rather  hamper  the  negotiations  if  I 
were  to  make  a  promise  for  a  given 
time.  We  are  anxious  to  secure  as 
much  as  we  can  with  economy.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  need  be  under  no 
anxiety  or  doubt  that  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  con- 
clusion. 

EXPntmO  LAWS  continuance  BILL. 

Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  AUomey  General  for  Ireiand 
whether  he  will  inchide  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1887,  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill? 

Thb  attorney  GENEBAL  fob 
IBELAND  ^Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University):  ^he  clause  referred  to 
has  for  several  years  been  hudaded 
in  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Bill,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  con- 
tinue that  coarse  for  fche  "pnataA. 

NATIONAL  TEACHERS  IN  IRISH 
WORKHOUSES. 

Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALY  :  I  btt  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Irish  Education  Bill  applies  to 
KfUional  teachers  in  workhouses;  and, 

so,  how  it  will  affoot  them  as  re- 


gards class  salaries  and  as  regards 
the  capitation  grant  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  understand  that 
the  Bill  does  not  apply  to  National 
teachers  in  workhouses  who  are  under 
the  authority  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  provided  for  under  the 
Local  Government  Board  Vote. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  But  are  they  not 
National  teachers,  and  pud  class 
salaries  as  such  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  But  they  are  not 
paid  by  the  CommissionerB  of  Naticmal 
Education. 

CULBAIN  AND  LOCHINVER  RAILWAY. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
^Sutherland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  now  in  a  position  to  state  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  terms  ofiered  for 
construction,  workuig,  and  mtunten- 
ance  of  a  railway  npm  Culrain  to 
Loohinver  on  the  west  coast  of  Suther- 
land? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  The  hon.  Member 
asks  me  to  state  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  terms 
offered  for  the  construction  and  work- 
ing of  the  Loohinver  railway.  I  am 
not  yet  in  a  position  to  answ:er  this 
question.  The  question  to  whieh 
yesterday  I  undertook  to  reply  in 
detail  had  reference  to  the  Mallaig  line. 

Mb.  SUTHEBLAND:  WUT  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  that  infor- 
mation ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Loid  Lovat  has 
promised  to  give  a  free  grant  of  his 
land  which  the  proposed  railway  will 
traverse  for  a  distance  of  about  four 
miles,  and  the  site  for  the  harbour 
at  Mallaig.  The  local  subsoripti<ms 
towards  the  undertaking  are  estimated 
at  £40,000.  This  sum  includes  the 
value  of  some  of  the  lands  to  be  ta^n. 

Mb.  SUTHEBLAND:  Doestheri^ 
hon.  Gentleman  think  that  ^ese  are 
as  favourable  as  the  terms  offered  in 
regard  to  the  Loohinver  route,  and  did 
not  the  report  recommend  the  Loohin- 
ver route  over  every  other  route  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  No.  I  have  read 
the  report,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  convey  that;  but  so  far  as  the 
Treasury  are  concerned,  the  arraiige* 
ments  are  superior^  so  fiur  as  I  eaa 
judge,  to  other  ofGars. 
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Mb.  SUTHERLAND:  WiU  a 
gaarantee  or  subsidy  for  the  Mallaig 
route  preclude  oonaidfflnAion  of  the 
Loohinver  route  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  The  one  does  not 
exclude  the  other;  sanction  of  the 
Mallaig  route  does  not  prevent  the 
consideration  of  another  line. 

Mb.  SUTHEBLAND:  Can  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  hold  out  any 
indioation  as  to  when  a  decision  will  be 
arrived  at?  Much  anxiety  exists  on 
the  subject  in  the  district. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  The  matter  does 
not  rest  with  the  Treasury  alone ;  it  is 
a  matter  of  policy,  upon  which  the 
Goremment  as  a  whole  will  decide. 

OREY8TONE8  HARBOUR. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (for  Mr. 
TwocHY  Hb&lt):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Ihreasnry  whether  the 
original  estimate  for  the  Greystones 
Harbbur,  County  Wicklow,  by  the 
engineer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  was 
X10,000 ;  that,  to  make  up  this  sum, 
the  Piers  and  Harbours  Commissioners, 
under  the  Act  of  1883,  46  and  47  Vic, 
e.  26,  made  a  free  grant,  out  of  the 
£350,000  granted  by  that  Act,  of 
£8,500.  and  that  the  balance  was  made 
up  according  to  the  B^ort  of  the 
Inspectors  of  fisheries  for  1890  by  a 
contribution  of  £500,  and  a  loan 
secured  by  the  locality  of  £1,000 ; 
while  according  to  the  Return  to 
Parliament,  dated  5th  April,  1892,  No. 
153,  the  expenditure  on  this  harbour 
was  £17.870,  and  a  further  sum  of 
£3,087,  estimated  to  complete  the 
works,  making  a  total  of  nearly  £20,000, 
instead  of  £10,000  as  originally  con- 
templated; and  was  this  additional 
£10,000  given  as  a  free  grant  out  of  the 
£350,000 ;  and,  if  so,  has  it  been  made 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Piers 
and  Harbours  Commissioners,  to  whom 
the  allocation  of  this  £250,000  was  en- 
trusted by  the  Act  of  1883,  or  were 
they  consulted  in  the  matter ;  and.  if 
not,  on  whose  authority  has  it  been 
done? 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  I  think  this 
question  has  been  put  on  the  Paper  by 
some  inadvertence.  I  believe  identically 
the  same  question  was  answered  on 
3rd  June.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  it. 


Mb.  HEALY:  I  understand 
the  question  on  3rd  June  was  not 

SmJOHN  GOBST:  Yes,  I  beUeve 
it  was. 

RECRUITING. 
,  Db.  FABQUHABSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  the  Irish  Times  of 
30th  May  and  the  Army  and  Navy 
Gazette  of  4th  June.  1892,  that  recruits 
rejected  at  other  stations  have  pro- 
ceeded to  a  large  London  recruiting 
station  and  been  immediately  accepted 
there,  and  that  a  medical  officer  has 
been  recently  removed  from  his  post, 
as  examiner  of  recruits,  for  not  working 
in  harmony  with  his  superior  officers 
by  deelining  to  pass  into  the  ranks 
recruits  who,  in  his  opinion,  were  quite 
unfit  for  the  Service;  and,  if  so, 
whether  this  officer's  removal  was 
carried  out  with  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  ? 

Mb.  BBODBICE:  The  statement 
that  recruits  refused  at  some  stations 
have  in  some  oases  gone  to  others  and 
have  been  admitted  is  true  m  the  case 
of  London  and  of  other  stations  also, 
because  medical  officers,  like  other 
people,  sometimes  differ  in  opinion. 
The  medical  officer  in  question  has  not 
been  relieved  of  his  duties  for  the 
reason  stated  in  the  question ;  but  the 
Secretary  of  State  is,  at  the  present 
time,  personally  kwking  into  all  the 
facts  of  the  ease,  which  had  not  pre- 
viously been  examined  by  him. 

BLBCTION  CIRCULARS. 

Mb.  GARDNEB  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
e^ed  to  a  circular  issued  to  the  eleotors 
of  the  Tonlnridge  Division  of  Kent  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Brpwell,  J.P.,  Chairman  of 
the  Conservative  Association,  in  these 
terms : — 

"  Dear  Sir.  I  tan  reqaflsted  to  uk  yon  to 
allow  your  name  to  be  added  to  the  oomndttee 
tor  Becaring  the  eleotioo  of  Hr.  A.  O. 
Botcawen,  tor  this  diviuon.  UnlaH  I  hear 
from  yoa  to  the  cootrary,  I  shall  msohm  that 
yon  ooiuenfc  to  do  so"; 

and  whether,  seeing  the  words  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  circular  are 
calculated  to  force  the  electors  either 
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to  declare  for  which  candidate  they  will 
vote,  or  sabmit  to  haviDg  their  nameB 
falsely  placarded  as  supporters  of  the 
Conservative  candidate,  this  circular  is 
an  infrin^ment  of  both  the  BaUot  and 
Corrupt  Practices  Acts  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHABD  Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight): 
The  hon.  Member  lias  been  good 
enough  to  send  me  a  eopy  of  the  letter 
in  qi»8tion.  I  must  notoe understood 
as  agreeing  with  the  inference  stated  in 
the  last  pangra^  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question.  In  my  opinion  there  is 
no  infringement  either  of  the  Ballot  or 
the  Cormpt  Practices  Acts,  or  any  other 
Act  Parliament. 

DIBTURBAHCE8  IN  UGANDA, 

Sib  WALTER  BABTTELOT  (Sus- 
sex, North- West^  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
first  Lord  of  tne  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
statement  in  the  Times  of  the  13th 
inst.,  with  regard  to  Uganda,  that  the 
British  East  Africa  Company  have 
issued  an  order  to  abandon  it ;  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  allow  the  Company  to  abandon  a 
sphere  which  has  been  allotted  to 
England  ;  and  whether  no  attempt  is 
to  be  made  to  sustain  Captain  Lugard 
and  his  men  in  that  pomtion,  in  which, 
by  all  accounts,  they  hAve  so  nobly 
done  their  duty  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  have  endeavoiu-ed  to 
obtain  the  information  which  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  desires, 
but  I  have  not  succeeded,  and  perhaps 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  defer  his 
question  until  Thursday,  when  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  reply  fully. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man communicate  to  the  House  the 
information  referred  to  yesterday  in 
the  House  of  Lords  as  a  communica- 
tion received  from  Captain  Williams  ? 
I  think  it  has  not  been  stated  here,  nor 
indeed  has  the  inlcmnation  been  pub- 
lished tn  extenso.  Is  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  in  a  position  to  give 
us  that  information,  and  can  he 
also  state  how  it  is  that  Captain 
Williams,  who  was  appointed  mihtary 
coadjutor    with    Captain  Lugard, 
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appeiurs  to  have  left  Uganda  and  to  be 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Lake  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  shaU  be  glad  to 
answer  any  of  these  questicms  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  them 
down  for  Thursday. 

Db.  CLARK  fCaithness):  May  I 
express  a  hope  tnat  the  Clerk  will 
examine  questions  before  they  are 
printed  on  the  Paper  ?  The  question 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  reads,  "  a  sphere 
which  has  been  allotted  to  En^i^  "; 
but,  of  course,  for  "En^^and"  we 
ought  to  read  "  Great  Britain." 

THE   SCOTTISH  COMPTROLLER  OF 
STAMPS   AND  TAXE& 

DB.-CLABE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  why  there  has 
been  so  much  delay  in  filling  up  the 
office  of  Comptroller  of  Stamps  and 
Taxes  in  Scotland,  caused  by  the 
retirement,  on  7th  April  last,  of  Mr. 
Crawford  ;  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  appoint  to  that 
important  office  someone  outside  the 
Department,  or  to  promote  to  it  the 
officer  next  in  rank  who  has  every 
qualification  for  the  office ;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  abolish  this 
office,  or  to  transfer  the  office  to  a 
liondon  official? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Board 
of  Inland  Reranae  have  submitted 
names  of  gentiemen  to  fiU  the  office. 
The  matter  is  under  consideration. 

RAILWAY   SERVANTS   HOURS  OP 
LABOUR. 

Mb.  MACLURE  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Stretford) :  I  beg  to  oak  the  Premdent 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  on  Hours  of  Labour  (Rail- 
way Servants)  will  be  printed  and 
delivered  to  Members ;  and  whether 
the  Memorandum  circulated  by  the 
Chairman,  mving  his  opinion  as  to  the 
evidence  of  Hood,  can  be  obtained  ? 
•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Sir  Michasl  Hicks 
Beaoh,  Bristol,  W.):  I  am  quite 
unable  to  answer  the  first  paragraj^ 
It  depends  upon  the  printer,  over 
whom  I  have  no  authority.  The 
Report  of  the  Committee  was  circulated 
this  morning.  Perhaps  I  may  add 
that    the   account   of   that  Bepcui 
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appearing  in  the  Press  has  been  both 
inaoourate    and   inooo^lete.  With 
regard  to  the  eeoond  paragraph,  I 
hardly    understand  how    the  hon. 
Member    is   acquainted    with  the 
existence   of   any   such   Paper.  I 
suppose  the  Paper  to  whioh  he  refers 
vras  the  confidential  analysis  of  the 
«videnoe  whioh  I  drew  up  for  the 
information  of  the  Committee,  in  the 
belief  that  they  would  desire  to  ennress 
an  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  Hood. 
On  ocmsidering  the  matter  tiiey  deemed 
it  not  to  be  their  duty  to  express  any 
euch  (pinion,  and,  at  the  instance,  I 
think,  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  County  of  Durham,  they  unani- 
mously agreed  to  the  paragraph  in 
their  special  Beport  to  that  effect. 
Therefore,  of  cotu^,  the  analysis  I  had 
drawn  up  is  not  included  in  the  Papers 
which  will  be  published. 

Mb.  MACIiUKE:  Is .  Mr.  Hood 
Authorised  to  go  and  hdd  meetings  in 
my  constituency,  as  he  is  doing  now, 
And  denounce  me  in  the  most 
disgraotfol  way,  according  to  ihd 
Manchester  papers,  without  my  having 
any  chance  out  of  respect  to  the  House 
to  reply  to  him  ? 

*SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
Of  course,  I  cannot  advise  my  hon. 
Friend  as  to  his  conduct  m  the 
matter,  but  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
has  been  printed  and  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  House.  The  House 
oan  form  an  opinion  from  that  evi- 
dence, and  so  can  the  hon.  Member's 
oonstitoents,  as  to  what  Hood's  oonduet 
has  betti. 

DfCOMB  TAX. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
3  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
'chequer  in  what  manner  manufacturers 
-are  benefited  by  the  provision  53  Vic, 
«.  8,  s.  93,  lor  reli^  in  case  of  losses, 
if  the  question  of  re-payment  of  over- 
chaci^  daties  is  governed  by  28  and 
29  Vu.,  A.  30,  s.  6,  which  is  merely  an 
Act  ta  amend  Section  183  of  6  and  6 
Vic,«.  35;  and  if  Clause  4of  the  pro- 
Tisiofi  does  not  abrogate  the  three 
gears'  average  in  case  of  loss,  how  can 
it  he  reconciled  therewith  ? 
.  Mb.  GOSCHBN:  Under  the 
earlier  Acts  a  loss  in  business  assessed 
under  Schedule  B  could  not  be  set 
against  profit  assessed  under  other 


Schedules.  The  Act  of  1890  allows  an 
actual  loss  under  one  Schedule  to  be 
set  Bgainst  gains  under  another. 
Manouwturers  are  benefited  by  l^s 
provision  as  much  as  anyone  eAae.  The 
earlier  Acts  did  not  deal  with  cases  of 
actual  loss,  but  of  profits  whioh  fsll 
short  of  the  assessment.  They  proceed 
on  the  basis  of  a  three  years'  average, 
and  would  not  be  affected  in  this 
respect  by  the  provision  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refras  in  the  last  jpart  oi 
his  question.  I  would  BOfiKest  to  tiw 
hon.  Member  that  he  shouH  call  at  the 
Inland  Revenue  Office,  where  the 
matter  would  be  thoroughly  explained 
to  him  in  a  manner  which  is  not  pos- 
sible in  reply  to  a  question. 

SCBAB8TBR  HARBOUR. 

Db.  CLABK:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  a  question  of  which 
I  have  ^ven  him  private  notice — 
namely.  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Treasrary  or  of  the  Scottish  Office 
to  c^ve  a  grant  of  £3,000,  or  an^  sum, 
to  Scrabster  harbour  or  pier  durmg  the 
present  year  ? 

*The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  {Sir  C.  J. 
Pbabson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  The  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  reached  me  such  a  short  time 
ago  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  com- 
municate with  the  two  Departments 
concerned ;  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  either  repeat  the  question  or  take 
some  other  occasion  to  raise  it,  I  will 
give  him  an  answer. 

Db.  GLABE:  I  would  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  Treasury  have  agreed  to  give,  out 
of  the  savings  of  the  Scottish  Vote, 
£1,500  this  year  to  Scrabster  harbour 
at  the  request  of  the  Scottish  Office  ? 

•Mb.  GOBCHEN  :  I  think  there  is 
something  in  that  direction,  bat  with* 
out  the  Papers  I  cannot  say  what  is  the 
exact  sum.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  out  of  the  savings  of  any  Vote,  but  I 
do  know  that  a  Vote  of  £10,000  is  to 
be  given  for  Scottish  harbours,  and 
from  that  Vote  it  will  be  perfectly 
proper  to  give  a  grant  to  Scnrabster 
harbour. 

Db.  CLABK:  Is  it  not  the  case  that 
last  year  the  House  refused  a  grsnt, 
and  that  the  Treasury  are  now-  to  ^ve 
the  grant  out  of  money  approjiriatea  to 
other  purposes?  Did  not  t^  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  pledge  himBelf  that,  before 
aiDytbing  was  done,  an  inquiry  would 
be  made  as  to  the  two  oom^ting 
harbours,  Thurso  and  Scrabster,  m  the 
one  bay ;  has  that  inquiry  been  made ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  result  ? 
*K[b.  G06GHEN :  I  cannot  answer 
that  qnesUon  without  notice.  The 
House  did  not  refuse  the  grant,  but 
under  somewhat  singular  oircnmstanoes 
I  withdrew  the  Vote  at  the  wish  of  the 
hon.  Member.  The  hon.  Member 
suggested  that  a  reduction  should  take 
place,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  force  the 
expenditure  on  Scotland  against  the 
wish  of  the  people. 

Db.  CLABE  :  The  fact  is  a  reduced 
siun  of  £47,000  was  given,  but  the 
House  refused  the  grant.  '  The  right 
hoD.  Ooitleman  pledged  himself  to 
have  an  inquiry.  Has  that  inquiry 
feafcen  place  ? 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  repeat  that  question. 

Db.  CLABK  :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  on  the  Supplementary  Vote  I  shall 
raise  this  question  and  move  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

(4.0.)  Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT 
(Derby) :  I  desire  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  about  the 
conduct  of  Public  Business.  I 
would  call  his  attention  to  the 
fact  that  all  the  Bills  he  men- 
tioned yesterday  as  being  such  as  the 
Government  are  desirous  to  pass  are 
not  on  the  Paper  to-day,  and  I  would 
ask  him  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
convenient  course  that  all  these  Bills 
should  am)ear  each  day  upon  the  Paper, 
so  that  the  House  may  know  exactly 
what  stages  they  are  at  ?  Now  there 
are  one  or  two  mincn'  Bills  which  I 
see  were  last  night  postponed  till  Thurs- 
day. There  were  the  Civil  Bill  Courts 
(Ireland)  Bill,  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Bill, 
and  some  other  small  Bills;  and  I 
would  suggest  that  if  they  had  been 
on  the  Paper  to-day  they  might  have 
been  forwarded  a  stage  to-day  and  to- 
morrow. There  are  some  other  Bills 
mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man which  are  not  at  all  before  the 
House  yet.  They  are  mainly  Money 
Bills,  indndiDg  the  Local  Loans  Bill, 
tlw  Manritins  BiU,  the  British  Ccdumbia 
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Bill,  and  the  Pleuro-I 
land)  Bill ;  and  I  wou 
hon.  Gentleman  wheth 
measures  to  have  thes 
before  the  House  at  oni 
the  Paper?  He  will,  I 
nise  the  fact  that  the  £ 
to  pass  the  Bills  to  wl 
opposition  as  rapidly  a 
if  the  Bills  are  upon 
he  would  always  have 
stage  being  procured  fo: 
There  is  one  other  BiL 
Evidence  BiU- — which 
yesterday  as  being  1 
Committee.  Now,  the 
Bill  I  understand  is  th 
time  that  Grand  Gomm 
moned  there  was  not 
there  has  been  no  mec 
that  the  Chairman,  I  a 
is  ill,  and  is  not  likely  t( 
would  surest  to  the  rij 
man  that  in  these  circ 
not  probable  that  the  I 
to  pass,  and  that  it  sh< 
on  the  Paper.  But  t 
rose  to  suggest  to  the 
tleman  is  that  he  she 
the  Paper  every  day  al! 
he  thinks  the  House 
so  that  the  House  ma 
to  day  the  aotufd  state 
The  FIBST  LOED 
8UBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  ] 
Chester,  E.)  :  I  tt 
su^estion  of  the  ri 
tleman  is  in  substanc 
one,  and  I  will  endet 
possible  to  carry  it  c 
however,  be  absolutely 
oDce  in  the  case  of  e 
Fishery  BiU,  for  instan 
ferenoe  is  made,  has 
down  from  another  pla 
does  it  will  be  put  an 
Paper.  The  Pleuro-P 
in  the  hands  of  my  r 
the  President  of  the  £ 
ture  and  will  as  soon 
put  upon  the  Paper; 
natondly  be  in  the  ca 
which  are  brought  i 
emergency  some  delay,  i 
not  a  delay  of  an  impo 
The  Britidi  Colombia : 
mast  ^t  the  advent 
chained  by  Britiah  C 
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here  in  a  day  or  two.  I  think  the 
other  Bills  eomct  be  put  upon  the  Order 
Book  each  day.  Of  course,  some  of  the 
Bills  cannot  be  put  upon  the  Order 
Paper  at  once,  because  we  have  pro- 
mised to  delay  the  next  stage.  For 
example,  we  have  finished  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Bui|;h  Police  (Soot- 
land)  Bill,  and  at  the  request  of  an 
hon.  Gentleman  who  takes  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  Bill  we  have  deferred  the 
oonsideration  of  the  Boport  stage  until 
the  Bill  can  be  re-printed,which  ouinot 
be  before  to-morrow,  and  probably  not 
before  Thursday.  The  Superannuation 
Bill  has,  I  understand,  gone  through 
Committee  to-day,  but  I  suppose  it 
cannot  be  discussed  to-night. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HABCOUKT:  What 
about  the  Criminal  Evidence  Bill  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUE  :  With  regard  to 
that  pill  I  beUeve  the  facts  stand  thus. 
On  the  last  Friday  before  Whitsun- 
tide the  Grand  Committee  was 
stmimoned,  and  there  was  not  a 
quorum.  Last  Monday  there  was 
a  qnomm,  but  the  Grand  Committee 
was  not  summoned.  A  large  number 
of  gentlemen  came  to  attend  the  Com- 
mittee, but  it  had  not  been  summoned. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  owing  to 
the  illness  of  the  Chairman  or  to  any 
other  cause  that  the  requisite  notice 
was  not  given.  But  I  still  entertain  a 
hope  that  the  Committee  may  yet  be 
able  to  meet,  so  that  the  Bill  will  be 
allowed  to  pass  this  Session. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL- BANNEB- 
MAN  (Sturling,  Ac.) :  With  regard  to 
that  point,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  flowed, 
as  having  the  most  recent  experience 
of  a  Standing  Committee,  of  which  I 
was  Chairman,  to  express  a  very  strong 
opinion  that  it  is  simply  impossible  to 
expect  to  have  a  quorum  of  Members 
on  a  Standing  Committee  at  this  time 
of  the  Session.  Even  with  a  Bill 
which  excited  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows — 
the  Clergy  Discipline  Bill — it  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  were 
able  to  get  a  quorum  day  after  day. 
That  was  a  fortnight  ago,  and  I  leave 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  imagine 
what  chance  of  having  a  quorum  there 
is  now. 

Mb.  BALFOUB  :  I  admit  that  there 
ue  great  diffienlties,  and  I  will  consult 
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with  my  hon.  and  learned  fUend  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  miMiter. 


Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottin^luun» 
Bu8boli£Fe) :  With  regard  to  Order  14, 
Public  Elementary  Schools  Bill,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  this  is  not  one 
of  the  measures  mentioned  in  the: 
Schedule  of  Bills  that  the  Government 
hope  to  pass,  and  that  there  is  great 
opposition  from  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  seeing  the  inconvenience 
of  keeping  us  here  late  at  night  to 
oppose  it,  I  would  ask  whether  he  does 
not      his  way  to  withdraw  the  Bill  ? 

Mb.  a.  S,  BALFOUB :  I  have  not 
received  (my  notice  of  a  desire  that 
the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  should  be  taken. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  WiU 
the  Irish  Education  Bill  be  the  first 
Order  to-morrow  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUB :  Yes.  if  that  meeta 
with  the  eonvenienoe  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland):  I  desire  to  know  whether 
it  would  be  necessary,  in  the  event  ot 
the  Government  granting  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  Lochinver  Bailway,  tO' 
introduce  legislation  ? 

*Thb  CHANCELLOB  op  the  BX- 
CHEQUEB  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,. 
Hanover  Square) :  That  would  depend 
upon  the  form  which  the  grant 
takes.  If  it  is  in  the  form  of  a- 
guarantee,  it  would  be  ZMcessary  to 
have  legislation ;  if  it  were  in  the 
form  of  a  lui^  sum,  it  would  have  to- 
be  passed  by  Estimate  ;  but  of  course  a 
lump  sum  could  only  be  granted  after 
the  railway  had  been  constructed,  so- 
that  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
immediate  Parliamentary  action. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUBTt 
With  reference  to  what  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  John  Ellis)  has  said,  I  may  say, 
from  information  which  reaches  me,  I 
think  there  wtU  be  very  strong  re- 
sistance to  the  Public  Elemaitair 
Schools  Bill.  Therefore  I  think  it 
would  be  very  imprudent  to  expend 
time  on  the  discussion  of  that  Bill 
which  might  be  given  to  other  matters. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  I  wiU  not  put  it 
before  other  Bills  which  must  go 
through.  ^  ^  Google 
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Dr.  GLABE  (Caithness):  There 
are  two  Stm^mentary  Estunates,  264 
«idS5fi.    Which  is  to  be  taken  first? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  They  wiU  be 
taken  in  their  order. 


Mb.  FICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if 

he  will  say  whether  the  Industrial 
Schools  Bill,  the  Beformatory  Schools 
Bill,  and  the  Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall 
Sill  are  to  be  included  amongst  the 
Bills  that  the  Government  think  it 
necessary  to  pass  before  the  conclusion 
*     of  the  Session  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  The  Indus- 
trial Schools  Bill  and  the  Beformatory 
Schools  Bill  have  been  withdrawn. 
As  to  the  Arohdeooonry  of  Cornwall 
Bill,  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the 
House  may  see  fit  to  pass  it. 

OSDBBS  OF  THB  DAY. 


SUPPLY-CIVIL  SBBVIGES, 
<!(msidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  II. 

1.  £22,489,  to  Goiimlete  the  sum  for 
Ihe  Public  Works  Office,  Ireland. 

Me.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  The 
•Goremment  sgreea  yesterday  to  post- 
wne  this  Vote,  at  the  request  of  the 
non.  Member  for  Cavan,  who  desired  to 
Taiee  a  question  wi&  regard  to  the 
■drainage  of  Looh  Erne.  My  hon. 
ITriend  has  not  bem  able  yet  to  return 
from  Ireland,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  as^  for  any 
further  postponement. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. 

2.  £265,000,  Supplementary  Public 
Education,  Scotland. 

Db.  GLABE  (Caithness):  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  increase  the  sum,  and 
the  only  eonrse  I  oan  tiAe  will  be  to 
more  a  reduction.  What  I  wish  to  say 
is  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
by  the  course  he  has  taken  is  hindering 
the  develomnent  of  free  education  in 
Scotland.  He  allocates  this  sum,  which 
is  equivalent  to  the  English  sum,  on  the 
theory  that  Scotland  pays  eleven  per 


cent.,  so  that  this  is  eleven-eightietht 
of  the  Bngliflh  sum.    Testercuy  tha 
First  Lordof  the  Treasury  stated  that 
this  eleven  per  cent,  had  been  generally 
accepted,  and  therefore  he  thought  is 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill.  Now 
we  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  this  question  at  all,  because 
the  Gbanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
not  appointed  the  Committee  he  pro- 
mised to  give,  but  has  prevented  the 
appointment  of  that  Committee  as  far 
as  possible,   landing  it  to  be  useless  to 
expect  the  Government  to  give  tune,  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  mlloUnfl  in 
order  to  have  the  subject  discussed  in 
private  members'  time,  thinking  the 
right  hon.  Ctontleman  would  gladly 
accept  my  aid ;  but  he  used  the  forms 
of  the  House  to  prevent  my  Motion 
coming  on.   I  am  not  going  to  raise 
the  question,  except  to  say  that  I  pro- 
test against  this  system  being  omiried 
out  on  quite  different  lines  nom  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Bollox.   I  have  to 
thank  the  Chanoellor  <rf  the  Exchequer 
for  this  new  method  of  bookkeepmg, 
and  I  expect  that  if  it  is  logical^ 
carried  out  tiien  it  will  mean  at  least 
a  million  and  a  half  of  a  saving  to 
Scotland.   The  conduct  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  rather  tm- 
fair.    He  first  got  rid  of  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  on  the  Budget  by  agreeing  to 
grant  a  Commitee  of  Inquiry,  and  he 
has  put  off  on  one  pretext  or  another 
for  two  years  the  appointment  of  that 
Committee.    Last  year  there  was 
nothing  done,  uid  the  Committee  was 
never  appointed ;  this  year  no  Gtxn- 
mittee    has   been    amointed ;  one 
hour'^  discussion  has  been  given  to 
the  subject,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  prevented  the  Com- 
mittee  being  appointed   in  private 
Members'   time.     Until  that  Com- 
mittee has  reported  this  system  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  but  I  am  very  dm 
that  the  general  lines  of  the  Chanoulor 
of  the  Exchequer's  proposal  have  been 
adopted.   I  think  that,  by  the  naticmal 
svstem  of  bookkeemng,  t^-and-bye  we 
^lall  get  one  miUion  and  a  half  as 
the  result  of  it.    Unfortunately  for 
Scotland,  we  are  going  to  suffer  because 
of  the  application  of  the  principle  here. 
I  want  to  point  out  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  why  it  will  seriously 
a£Feot  Scotland.  The  Sootoh  Office  ex- 
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peot  an  inmreaset  and  we  have  voted 
already  Estimates  for  an  increase, 
of  three  and  a  half  per  oent.  of  children 
in  Sootland.  The  same  Estimates  in 
England  are  only  in  respect  of  a  two 
and  half  per  oent.  increase.  I  hope 
and  trust  that,  as  far  as  Enghmd  is 
concerned,  the  two  per  cent,  is  too 
low  an  estimate,  and  that  at  least 
three  per  oent.  will  be  the  increase; 
and  that,  in  virtue  of  having  free 
edacation,  thsre  will  be  a  greater  in- 
crease in  the  attendance  of  children  in 
England,  and  that  you  may  arrive  near 
to  our  Scotch  estimate.  Then  we  shall 
have  mem  money  for  Sootland,  but  I 
do  object  to  and  protest  against  the 
educational  development  of  the  more 
advanced  country  — '  more  advanced 
simply  because  for  three  hundred  years 
Scotland  has  had  national  education 
—-being  limited  and  controlled  by  the 
development  of  the  less  advanced 
country,  and  to  our  gettii^  the  money 
not  in  proportion  to  our  own  wants, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  wants  of  Eng- 
land. 

•The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUEB  (Mr.  Oobchbh,  St. 
Oeorge's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  would 
only  say,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member, 
that  I  cannot  accept  his  description  of 
the  course  which  has  been  followed  in 
regard  to  the  Committee  as  accurate  in 
any  degree.  I  have  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed my  anxiety  to  secure  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  not 
only  that,  but  I  have  tried  to  induce 
Members  on  the  owosite  side  of  the 
HoQse — I  have  tried  to  influence  the 
'Welsh  Members — to  withdraw  their 
opposition  to  the  appointment, 
^though  this  Committee  has  not  been 
appointed,  I  must  entirely  disclaim  any 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  With  reference  to  the 
particular  night  to  wliich  the  hon. 
Member  alludes,  the  discussion  might 
have -been  compHcated  by  the  fact  that 
liis  proposal  is  not  the  same  as  the 
Government  proposal,  because  he  pro- 
poses that  it  should  be  extended  to 
Wales  also ;  besides  which,  he  himself 
will  feel  that  it  is  an  extremely  late 
period  of  the  Session  to  enter  upon  the 
subject.  I  regret  that  this  important 
inquiry  has  not  taken  place. 


Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  £5,000,  Supplementary,  Univer- 
sities and  Colleges,  Great  Britain. 

De.  CLARK:  I  have  to  congratu- 
late the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  he  has  been  able  to  look  at  this 
question  from  our  standpoint,  and 
that  he  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  gone 
bevond  the  position  of  last  year.  I 
thmkit  is  a  Uir  sum,  and  I  tender  him 
my  thanks  that  upon  this  question  he 
has  come  to  our  view. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Ct.A8B  V. 

4.  £1,700,  Supplementary,  Diplo- 
matic and  Consular  Services. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Peterborough):  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  AfEairs  for  some  explanation 
in  regard  to  this  item  of  £200,  "  Copen- 
hagen, provision  for  chaplaincy  re- 
stored under  spedal  droumstances," 
&o.  This  appears  to  be  a  new  item  in 
this  Vote,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will^TO  us  some 
explanation  why  this  sum  is  asked  for, 
and  why  it  is  introdnoed  by  way  ci 
a  Supplementary  Estimate. 
*Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  allow  me  to  answer  the 
question  as  to  why  this  Copenhagen 
chaplaincy  is  included  in  this  Vote. 
The  Boyal  Commission  which  inquired 
into  the  Civil  Service  recommended 
that  the  chaplaincies  should  be  dis- 
continued unless  there  were  special 
circumstances  to  the  contoary.  Con- 
sequently, when  the  late  chaplain  at 
Copenhagen  resigned  his  position  for 
some  other  post,  this  amount  of  £200 
was  not  again  put  into  the  Estimate. 
But  since  then  a  representation  has 
been  made  to  the  'Government  that 
this  church  at  Copenhagen,  which  the 
chaplain  serves,  had  been  raised  at  an 
expense  of  some  £13,000  or  £14,000 
two  or  three  years  before,  in  the  con- 
fident hope  that  the  chaplaincy  would 
be  continued.  The  EngUsh  community 
there  is  a  very  poor  one,  and  it  now 
appears  that  unleBSthis  amount  is  c(m- 
tinned  the  church  will  have  to  be 
abandoned.  It  seemed  a  pity  that  so 
large  a  sum  should  be  entirely  lost, 
and  I  thought,  under  those  ciroum- 
stuices,  we  should  be  justified  ie 
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replacing  the  sum  in  the  Estimate,  and 
that  it  would  fall  wit^n  the  special 
oircumstances  which  were  contem- 
plated by  the  Beport. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  It  is  for  an  Epis- 
copal Church  ? 
*Mb.  GOSCHBN  :  Yes. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  This  appears  to  me 
like  an  endowment  of  a  particular  sect 
in  a  foreign  country.  If  we  were  in 
the  habit  of  endowing  all  the  sects  be- 
longing to  this  country  in  foreign 
countries  I  could  understand  it,  but 
why  we  should  proceed  at  this  timfe  to 
fflidow  achurch  to  the  extent  of  £200 
I  camiofe  understand.  Surely,  if  there 
was  any  congregation  at  all,  and  any 
good  feeling  about  them,  they  ought  to 
pay  their  own  minister  and  their  own 
sxpenses  with  regard  to  the  church.  I 
am  plessed  to  know  that  the  Noncon- 
formists always  do  that,  and  surely 
these  Episcopalians  should  pay  for 
their  own  services.  If  they  cannot  do 
so  let  them  go  to  other  churches  in  the 
country.  There  are  Protestant  services, 
I  have  no  doubt,  in  Copenhagen,  which 
would  be  good  enough  for  these  people ; 
let  them  learn  the  language  of  the 
country,  uid  then  they  could  get  on 
very  well.  I  do  not  intend  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote,  though  I 
should  like  to  if  we  bad  a  proper 
opportunity  of  doing  so ;  but  I  do  say 
ft  is  a  very  improper  thing,  especially 
after,  as  I  understand,  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission have  reported  against  it,  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  Session,  and  without 
any  notice  whatever,  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  this  money  from  the 
general  taxpayers  ol  the  country,  Non- 
eonformists  as  well  as  Ghiucbmen,  for 
the  endowment  of  an  Episcopalian 
church  at  Copenhagen. 

Dr.  CLASK  :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  this  is  an  annual  grant,  or 
whether  it  is  only  for  one  year  ? 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  This  wiU  be  an 
annual  grant,  like  the  other  chap- 
laincies. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 

6.  £10,000,  Supplementary,  Chicago 
Exhibition.  1893. 

(4.30.)  Me.  MOBTON :  I  must  ask 
for  some  explanation  with  regard  to 
this  amount.   There  is  a  strong  feeling 

Mr.  Ooschen 


among  merchants  and  traders  that  we 
are  not  doing  all  we  ought  to  do  in 
order  to  have  this  country  properly 
represented  at  the  Chicago  Exhibition. 
Perhaps  the  I^ancial  Secretary  will 
tell  us  what  is  being  done  under  the 
inorei^ed  grant,  and  whether  the 
exhibitors  from  this  country  are  satis- 
fied vrith  the  way  in  which  they  are 
being  treated.  We  ought  to  be 
properly  represented  at  the  Exhibition » 
in  order  to  show  our  American  kinsfolk 
what  we  c&d  do  in  this  country,  and 
what  we  ore  prepared  to  do. 

•(4.32.)  The  SECBETABY  to  thk 
TREASURY  (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chat- 
ham) :  This  Suj^ementary  Estimate  is 
brought  in  in  consequence  of  the 
general  desire  that  was  expressed  that 
more  money  should  be  spent  in  connec- 
tion with  English  exhibits  .  at  the 
ChicagoExhibition.  Itwasparticularly 
impressed  upon  the  Government  that 
the  chai^  which  it  was  intended  to 
make  for  space  should  be  done  away 
with,  BO  tlubt  every  inducement  might 
be  given  to  exhibit  the  manufactures 
and  industries  of  this  country.  Of 
course,  the  sum  that  would  have  been 
received  from  the  exhibitors  for  space 
would  have  been  taken  into  account  by 
the  Commission  as  part  of  the  assets, 
without  which  they  would  be  unable  to 
carry  out  the  duties  which  devolved  upon 
them.  The  Government  decided  to 
take  notice  oS  the  strongly-expressed 
desire  on  the  subject,  and  to  increase 
the  grant  to  £60,000,  vrith  the  view  of 
enabling  the  Commission  to  do  vrithout 
charges  for  space.  Therefore,  space 
will  be  allotted  at  the  Exhibition  to 
those  who  will  undertake  to  properly 
represent  the  manufactures  and  indus- 
tries of  this  country,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  outlay  will 
enable  the  Commission  to  secure  good 
results. 

(4.35.)  Mb.  MORTON  :  I  have  to 
thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the 
statement  he  has  made,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  do  everything 
in  their  powerto  have  the  manufactures 
and  industries  of  this  oounl^  properly 
represented  at  the  Chicago  Exhibition. 

Vote  agreed  to. 


Repayments 


6.  £996,  itepayi 
Contingencies  Fond. 
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7.  £18.759.  Repayment  to  the  Local 
Loans  Fnnd. 

(4.38.)  Db.  CLARK:  I  beg  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  the  redaction 
of  this  Vote  by  £2,741  12s.  9d..  the 
amount  of  the  loans  uuderthe  Crofters' 
Holdings  (Scotland)  Act.  1886.  I  am 
not  in'epared  to  agree  to  the  granting 
of  this  money  in  conseqoence  of  the 
justion  of  the  Scotch  Office.  I  say 
that  the  amount  should  come  out  of 
the  savings  of  that  Office. 

The  chairman  (Mr.  Coubtney, 
Cornwall,  Bodmin) :  How  can  these 
remarks  apply  to  the  present  Vote  ? 

Bb.  CLABE  :  They  want  to  make 
good  the  loss  incurred  by  the  Scotch 
Office  in  connection  with  this 
matter. 

*Sm  JOHN  G0R8T :  No ;  these  are 
repayments  which  ought  to  be  made 
mider  the  Act  of  1887. 

Db.  CLARE :  I  say  that  this  money 
should  come  out  of  the  savings  of  the 
Scotch  Office,  and  I  object  to  FarHa- 
ment  granting  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  ! 
That  argimient  ie  not  at  all  relevant  to 
this  Vote. 

Db.  CLARK  :  Then  I  will  raise  the 
question  on  the  Appropriation  Account. 
It  is  a  matter  of  comparatively  little 
im^rtance  when  it  ia  raised,  as  long 
as  it  is  raised. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN :  It  cannot  be 
raised  now. 

(4.42.)  Mb.  MORTON  ;  We  ought 
to  have  some  information  before  we 
vote  this  money.  There  is  a  loan  of 
,£2,198  148.  Id.  for  land  improvements 
in  Ireland,  another  of  £1,950  8s.  for 
arterial  drainage  works  in  Ireland,  and 
a  third  of  £11,^8  for  the  reclamation  of 
waste  lands  in  Ireland.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  where  this  monevhas 
gone  to.  Has  it  been  advanc^i^to 
landlords  and  not  been  repaid,  and  is 
it,  therefore,  what  is  ofuled  "bad 
debts  "  ?  We  are  told  in  the  daily  and 
weekly  papers,  from  which  we  have  to 
get  most  of  our  information — we  can- 
not get  it  from  the  Government — that 
the  tenants  in  Ireland  pay  back  the 
money  they  borrow,  but  tliat  the  land- 
lords do  not  do  so,  as  a  rule. 
*(4.44.)  Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  Under 
the  Statute  the  Government  are  bound 
to  make  prorinon  for  repaying  to 
the  Local  Loans  Fond  lowis  ^nuch 


are  irretrievably  lost,  so  as  to 
keep  that  fimd  solvent.  The  items  in 
question  are  hopelessly  lost,  the 
security  being  exhausted,  and  there 
being  no  means  of  making  it  good. 

Mb.  MORTON:  Who  are  the 
borrowers  ? 

*SiB  JOHN  GOBST :  The  borrowera 
are  both  landlords  and  tenants;  but 
theso  losses  were  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  legal  decisions  which  vrere 
given  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  some 
time  ago,  and  which  have  deprived 
the  Public  Works  Commissioners  of 
sums  which  they  had  every  reason  to 
expect  they  would  recover.  Those 
amounts,  therefore,  have  to  be  made 
good.  The  smaller  debts  have  been 
provided  for ;  but  the  Commissioners 
sustained  a  serious  loss  of  £100.000  in 
connection  with  a  scheme .  of  Imd 
redamation  which  was  undertaken  in 
Irel^d  many  years  ago.  H  the  attempt 
had  proved  successful  it  would  haTO 
recouped  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioners the  sum  that  was  in- 
vested in  the  undertaking.  Unfor« 
tunately,  in  the  middle  of  last  year  the 
high  tides  of  the  river  and  a  very 
violent  thunderstorm  caused  a  gap 
to  be  made  in  the  embankment^ 
and  the  whole  of  the  land  which 
was  to  be  reclaimed  was  overflowed. 
That  occurred,  not  owing  to  any 
engineering  mistake,  but  through  ex- 
traordinary oircnmstfuices  which  could 
not  be  foreseen  or  controlled.  The 
question  then  arose  whether  the  em* 
bankment  should  be  re-constructed 
and  another  attempt  made  to  reclaim 
the  land,  or  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  write  off  the  loss  and  make  eood  the 
money  expended.  After  consideration, 
and  taking  the  best  advice,.the  Govern- 
ment came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
would  not  ask  the  Commissioners  to 
enter  into  such  a  hazardous  and 
speculative  enterprise  as  the  re-con- 
struction of  the  embankment  and 
the  attempt  to  reclaim  the  land,  but 
that  it  would  be  better  to  sell  the  whole 
undertaking  for  what  it  would  fetch. 
Rightly  or  wrongly  —  and  I  think 
rightly  —  that,  course  was  taketfi 
and  the  undertaking  sold  about 
a  month  ago  by  auction  for  about 
£2,000.  The  speculation  may  prove  a 
great  profit  to  the  purduuer.  or  a 
great  loss ;  but  the  Commiaaionen  have 
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written  off  £100,000  as  bad  debts  in  oon- 
nection  vrith  the  undertaking.  The  pre- 
sent Parliament  is  not  solely  responsible 
for  the  investment,  several  Govern- 
ments having  been  concerned  in  it. 
No  doubt,  experience  has  shown  that 
it  has  been  a  very  disastrons  affair; 
but  I  think  the  Committee  will  be  of 
opinion  that  the  present  Administration 
has  made  the  best  of  it,  and  that  they 
have  adopted  the  course  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  the  best  to 
adopt. 

(4.49.)  Me.  MORTON  :  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Government  have  been  so  un- 
successful in  regard  to  the  undertaking; 
but  I  understand  now  that  it  is  theresidt 
of  a  misfortune.  I  want  to  know  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  why 
these  amounts  appear  at  all.  If  there 
has  been  a  profit  sufBoient  to  make 
ffood  the  bad  debts,  why  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  come  to  the  coimtry 
for  this  Vote? — that  is,  unless  the 
-profits  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

-  (4.61.)  Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  That  is 
so.  I  should  explain  that  these  losses 
were  formerly  incurred  without  the 
attention  of  Parliament  having  been 

, called  to  them.  We  therefore  thought 
it  right  that  Parliament  should  now  oe 
informed  of  them,  and  that  it  should 
be  asked  to  vote  the  money  that  was 
lost  in  the  undertaking. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  But  all  the  profits 
are  accounted  for  ? 

-  Mb.  GOSCHEN :  Yes. 

Vote  a^ed  to. 

8.  £10,000.  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

(4.53.)  Me.  MORTON:  I  had 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentlemsin 
would  have  given  some  explanation 
with  regard  to  this  £10,000.  The  only 
statement  we  have  at  ^nresent  with  re- 
gard to  it  is  that  contained  in  the  foot- 
note at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  which 
says — 

u  Further  KDoant  required,  in  additioD  to 
the  amotint  to  be  recovered  m  Balvwe,  to 

.nroTide  eorapensation  to  owners  of  ammalB 
uimi^tered,  for  employmeot  of  Yeteriiiar; 
Inspectors   and   temporary   travelling  Id- 

i^eetors,  valuers,  and  oloer  neaesiary  ex- 
penses." 

That  means  anything  and  everything. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  he 
wants  the  money  at  all,  and  how  it  is 
to  be  expended  ? 

Sir  John  Oorat 


(4.56.)   The  PRESIDENT  of  thm 
BOARD  OP  AGRICULTURE  (Mr. 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,   Sleaford)  :  I 
think  I  can  explain.  The  Committee  will 
remember  that  in  the  first  instsjnoe  I 
asked  Parliament  for  a  grant  of  £15,000 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  out- 
break some  months  ago.    Neaily  the 
whole  of  that  amotmt  hasbeen  exhausted, 
and  I  am  able  to  say  that,  although 
the  disease  had  spread  through  a  great 
number  of  the  counties  in  England, 
and  also  in  Scotland,  it  has  now  been 
reduced  within  limits  so  narrow  that, 
if  I  were  not  afraid  of  speaking  prema- 
turely, I  should  have  said  we  had 
nearly  stamped  it  out  altogether.  That 
being  so,  and  seeing  that  last  time  it 
cost  no  less  than  £3,000,000  to  stamp 
it  out,  I  think  that  the  £15,000  haa 
been  well  laid  out.   I  am  therefore 
most  luixious,  as  the  House  is  soon  to 
be  dissolved,  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture should  not  be  left  in  such  a 
position  that  if,  by  any  misfortune, 
there  should  be  a  recurrence  of  the 
outbreak,  all  the  good  work  that  has 
been  done  should  be  lost  for  want  of 
funds.  Although  there  is  no  imme^ate 
necessity  for  money,  I  thought  it  right 
to  ask  for  this  sum,  and  I  hope  that 
under  the  circumstances  it  will  be 
granted. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

9.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  eum,  not  exceeding  £7,500,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Clurge 
which  will  oome  in  coarse  of  payment  Jnnwy 
the  year  ending  on  the  31>t  day  of  BCardi,  I 
1893,  tor  expen^ture  o(»uieetM  wltli  tW 
Colonisation  of  certain  Croffcen  and  CoMan 
of  the  Westom  Hiddands  and  Idands  of 
SooUand." 

(4.67.)  Db.  GLABK:  Before  we 
discuss  this  Vote,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  why 
it  has  been  introduced?  There  was 
an  understanding  that  no  really  oon- 
troversial  question  should  be  raised 
at  this  stage  of  the  Session  ;  but  this  is 
a  very  important  question,  which  is 
exciting  a  good  deal  of  feeling  in  Soot- 
land,  and  which  will  require  to  be  dis- 
cussed. I  would  ask  the  rwht  hon. 
G^tleman  whether  it  would  not  be  i 
wiser  to  withdraw  this  Vote  from  the 
Estimates  and  to  postpone  its  oonude- 
ration  ? 
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*(4.58.)  Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  am  some- 
what surprised  that  the  point  has  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member,  as  we  were 
asked  some  time  ago  for  the  money. 
Db.  CLABK  :  By  a  Commission. 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN:  My reoolleotion is 
that  it  was  by  a  Member  of  FarUament. 
This  is  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  hope  the  Vote  will  not 
be  opposed.  The  hon.  Member  will 
remember  that  the  Committee  on  Colo- 
nisation recommended  further  progress 
in  order  to  meet  the  difBculties  that 
exisced. 

*(4.69.)  Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHEB- 
liAND  (Sutherland):  As  this  is  the 
Government's  policy  as  oppoeed  to 
that  of  the  Highland  peoue  them- 
selves, I  hope  that  the  vote  will 
be  opposed.  We  object  to  any 
scheme  to  induce  people  to  emigrate 
when  there  is  land  in  their  own 
country  which  is  open  to  colonisation. 
We  would  like  to  know  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  how  much 
money  the  Government  are  going  to 
devote  for  the  ptirpose  of  promoting  a 
policy  of  emigration  from  the  High- 
lands?  £12,000  has  been  ah-eady 
spent,  and  we  are  now  asked  for 
^7,500  more.  If  emigration  is  to  be 
oarried  out,  why  is  it  not  promoted  in 
the  congested  districts  of  the  large 
towns,  instead  of  in  the  Highlands.where 
there  is  not  such  a  necessity  for  it? 
I  do  not  blame  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
is  bound  to  carry  out  the  policy  which 
is  advocated  by  the  Scotch  Office ;  but 
the  fact  remuns  that,  as  regards  reliev- 
ing the  congestion  of  the  Highlands,  the 
Government's  policy  has  done  nothing 
in  that  respect.  On  that  ground,  and 
upon  many  others  I  migiht  mention  if  I 
were  not  anxious  to  save  ihe  time  of 
the  Committee,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment's policy  has  been  very  undesir- 
able. We  were  told  that  we  were  not 
to  be  asked  for  any  more  of  these  annual 
doles,  and  we  were  told  also  that  the 
holdings  which  were  left  should  be 
added  to  the  holdings  of  those  who 
remained.  There  has  been  no  such 
addition  made,  and  therefore  the 
scheme  of  emigration  is  of  no  avul 
whatever. 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  would  just  say 
in  reply  that  it  can  scarcely  be  said 
that  the  £160.000  of  public  money  is 


given  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  tax- 
payers for  this  purpose,  because  the 
Colony  is  perfectly  solvent,  and  gives  & 
guarantee  that  every  shilling  -  of  the 
£150,000  shall  be  repaid  by  the 
Colony  itself.  I  would  point  oat  that 
the  families  have  left  because  they 
believe  that  they  will  improve  their 
position,  that  they  will  be  more  pros- 
perous in  their  new  homes  ;  and  if  no 
more  land  has  been  added  to  the  other 
holdings  by  the  departure  of  these 
families,  at  all  events  the  process  must 
tend  to  arrest  the  process  of  sub-division 
which  is  so  extremely  hurtful  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  diBtriota.  As 
the  Colonies  are  anxious  to  have  thesa 
families,  and  as  these  families  believe 
that  it  is  for  their  interest  that  they 
should  emigrate,  I  deprecate  attempts 
at  discussion.  This  poUcy  has  not  been 
forced  upon  the  Government  by  any 
Members  of  this  House.  In  Gla^w — 
where  funds  were  subscribed  —  and 
elsewhere,  considerable  interest  was 
taken  in  the  movement,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  took  action  in  the 
matter,  and  practically  endorsed  their 
policy. 

*Mb.  SUTHERLAND:  I  fully 
understand  that  there  was  nothing 
more  than  a  guarantee  of  ex^mise  in 
this  matter;  but  my  point  is  that 
the  same  guarantee  and  security  for  the 
return  of  the  money  could  exist  if  the 
same  arrangements  were  made  at  home. 
Then,  \vith  regard  to  the  point  that  it 
prevents  sub-division.  I  would  point 
out  that  sub-division  is  ab'eady  pro- 
hibited by  the  Crofters  Act.  So  that 
argument  has  no  virtue.  And  as  to  the 
fact  that  a  certain  amount  of  money 
was  subscribed  in  Glasgow,  I  was  told 
by  an  hon.  Member  of  this  House 
that  he  would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind  again,  and  that  he  was  led 
to  subscribe  in  the  first  instance 
by  false  pretences.  Then  I  must 
take  exception  to  the  composition  of 
the  Board  of  which  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  a  member.  I  have  a  strong 
opinion  regarding  the  propriety  of  an 
executive  officer  of  the  Government 
being  a  member  of  such  a  Board.  The 
other  representatives,  the  gentlemen 
from  Canada,  are  the  representatives  of 
the  land  companies  aira  the  landlord 
class,  and  therefore  are  vitally  in- 
terested in  tills  proposal.  Thorefore 
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on  that  ground  alone  we  have  a  perfect 
right  to  scrutinise  every  penny  of  the 
money  that  is  to  be  so  devoted. 

Dr.  CLARK:  Perhaps  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  viiU  tell  us 
whether  a  proportion  of  this  grant  is  to 
be  BuhBoribed  locally — whether  this 
£2,500  ia  to  be  BO  subscribed  in  order 
to  make  up  the  £10,000  ? 

Mk.  60SGHEN  :  I  think  not,  Sir. 

Db.  GIiABK  :  That  is  a  point  raised 
by  my  hon.  Friend.  This  Committee 
was  appointed  upon  the  theory  that  a 
large  amount  of  local  money  was  to  be 
subscribed— I  think  £2,000  of  the 
£10,000 — and  on  that  ground  they  were 
to  have  control  of  it.  Now,  although 
they  are  not  going  to  subscribe  any- 
thing, they  are  still  to  have  control.  It 
seems  to  be  another  form  of  the  jobbery 
the  Scotch  Office  is  endeavouring  to 
purpetrate  just  at  the  close  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  have  no  confidence  in  the 
men  who  have  been  conducting  the 
experiment  in  colonisation.  On  the 
two  occasions  they  sent  out  emigrants 
to  North  America  they  sent  them  out  at 
the  worst  possible  time.  There  has 
been  no  application  of  brains  in  the 
carrying  out  of  this  work.  If  an 
important  work  had  had  to  be  deter- 
mined, then,  perhaps,  that  undertaking 
eosting  millions  of  pounds  would  have 
been  spoiled  in  consequence  of  their 
folly,  inability,  ignorance,  and  the 
stupid  manner  in  which  they  went 
■about  their  work  in  sending  people  out 
■at  a  time  when  the  land  could  not  be 
prepared  for  use.  When  the  last  grant 
was  made  we  heard  very  conflicting 
accounts  as  to  the  condition  in  which 
the  people  who  had  been  sent  out  were, 
And  as  to  whether  large  numbers  of 
them  had  not  left  their  farms  and 
holdings.  The  whole  of  one  settlement 
of  fourteen  families  in  Manitoba 
were  so  dissatisfied  with  their  treat- 
ment in  going  out,  uid  with  the  holding 
they  received  on  arrival,  that  they  imt 
-and  got  employment  in  the  lumber 
trade.  Thus  there  was  a  consider- 
able loss,  because  money  had  been 
^ent  in  procuring  them  waggons, 
cattle,  and  houses.  We  could  not  get 
anything  like  accurate  information 
from  the  then  Lord  Advocate,  and  I 
put  myself  to  the  trouble  of  going  over 
this  North-WestemTerritorytolook  at 
Ihese  people  and  to  eome  to  a  personal 

Afr.  Sutherland 


conclusion  as  to  what  had  taken  place. 
The  result  was  that  I  gave  eviaenee 
before  the  Colonisation  Committee,  to 
the  effect  that  the  men  we  appointed  in 
voting  this  money  had  wasted ;  it  that 
the  people  were  sent  out  at  a  period 
which  did  not  allow  an  important  ex- 
periment to  be  associated  with  con- 
ditions that  were  oondaoive  to  suooese ; 
and  that  we  were  consequently  pre- 
cluded from  indications  as  to  whether 
money  could  be  devoted  to  such  works 
or  not.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer sa^  he  has  got  the  s^port  of  the 
Golonwation  Committee.  Yes,  but  that 
Committee  recommended  home  colonisa- 
tion as  well  as  foreign  colonisation.  If 
our  policy  had  been  Eidopted  these  people 
would  have  been  more  prosperous  and 
happy  at  home,  and  in  time  would  have 
added  to  the  tr&de  of  the  country.  They 
would  have  been  a  market  for  the  pro- 
duce of  our  towns.  Instead  of  that 
they  are  away  in  Manitoba,  while  we 
have  hundreds  of  thonsands  ot  acres 
lying  waste.  Instead  of  promoting 
thrifty  colonisation  at  home,  and  ao 
adding  to  the  national  wealth,  you 
are  sending  itaway,  and  the  probability 
is  that  the  same  stupidity  which 
marked  the  sending  of  the  last  batch 
will  be  renewed.  The  most  important 
question  the  Committee  had  to  connder 
was  the  congestion  in  all  our  large 
towns,  and  in  that  case  it  is  not 
seven  thousand  pounds  nor  aevm 
millions,  bat,  acoorcling  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee,  it  is 
seventy  or  eighty  millions  that  you  re- 
quire. This  can  only  be  an  experi- 
ment, as  the  last  one  did  not  have  a 
fair 'chance  owing  to  the  stupidity  of 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  carried  out. 
I  have  no  confidence  that  those  in 
charge  will  do  any  better  now,  because 
they  are  very  much  like  the  Boorixms. 
They  never  learn,  and  experience  does 
not  teach  them.  What  you  want  in 
relation  to  this  subject  is  not  a  pijtiy 
seven  or  ten  thousand  pounds,  oat  a 
well-matured  scheme,  one  that  the 
Government  will  be  responsible  for, 
and  one  introduced  at  a  period  of  the 
Session  when  there  is  full  omvor- 
tuuity  for  discussion.    At  this  late 

i'uncture  we  cannot  discuss  the  subject, 
tut  have  to  rush  it  through.  I  ob- 
ject to  the  money  being  spent,  be- 
cause  I  can  see  no  eaftfaly  reason 
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why  it  should  be  spent.  I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  relative  amount  you 
are  going  to  allot.  The  sum  previously 
voted  was  not  sufficient  to  give  families 
a  fair  chance,  and  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  you  should 
give  a  much  larger  sum.  Is  your 
present  theory  based  upon  £120,  £140,  or 
£180?  How  muAiper  head  have  you 
estimated  for?  How  many  do  you 
intend  sending  out  ?  We  have  had  no 
information  mim  the  Government  as 
to  the  reason  for  asking  for  this  small 
sum.  How  is  it  to  be  spent,  and  what 
do  you  expect  to  derive  from  it  ? 
Perhaps  the  Lord  Advocate  will  give 
us  some  information,  in  order  that  the 
people  who  will  be  induced  to  go  away 
may  know  that  they  will  have  a  fair 
atitrt  in  another  coimtry.  Are  you 
making  preparations  for  the  building 
of  the  houses  before  the  people  get 
there ;  are  you  going  to  carry  out  your 
scheme  in  a  more  rational  manner 
than  before  ;  and  where  are  you  going 
to  send  the  people — to  Australia, 
Canada,  or  South  Africa,  or  where? 
I  think  the  House  ought  to  have  some 
information  as  to  what  you  are  going 
to  do. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Sir  C. 
J.  Peabbon,  Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  I  can  assure 
the  hoQ.  Member  that  the  Government 
have  been  using  this  money  very  much, 
though  not  perhaps  exactly,  on  the  lines 
on  which  the  previous  experiments  were 
made.  The  hon.  Member  asked  how 
much  per  head  was  to  be  allowed.  I 
think  it  has  been  found  that  the  figure 
hitherto  fixed  per  family  was  wanting 
in  elasticity,  because  families  differ 
very  much  in  size,  and  therefore  it  is 
proposed  to  allow  a  sum  considerably 
more  elastic  than  the  amount  hitherto 
proposed  for  families  going  out.  For 
example,  if  a  family  consists  to  some 
extent  of  grown-up  soqb,  that  fact, 
inetead  of  wing  a  reason  for  more  is 
an  ailment  for  less  money,  because 
these  sons  are  capable  of  contributing 
to  the  earnings.  Some  of  the  families 
which  have  gone  out  are  getting  on 
quite  well  on  £100,  On  the  other 
hand,  I  think  the  average  is  to 
be  considerably  more  than  £100 — I 
think  £150  or  £157.  With  reference 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  sending  out,  I 
diink  the  hon.  Member  will  give  the 

VOL.  V.       [foubth  sbbisb.] 


Government  credit  for  endeavour- 
ing to  send  the  families  out  at  the  best 
time.  There  are  seasons  when  it  is 
impossible  to  send  colonists  to  Canada, 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  right  that  the 
money  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Colonisation  Committee,  in  order  that 
they  may  not  be  hampered  when  they 
see  oi^Kirtunity  of  carrying  out  the 
scheme.  I  thims  this  is  the  first  time 
I  have  heard  anything  of  a  proposal  to 
colonise  South  Africa  from  the  High- 
lands, and  I  think,  therefore,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  suggested  that  was 
going  rather  beyond  the  sphere 
hitherto  marked  out.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  colonists  were  sent  to 
the  North  -  West  of  Canada,  and 
I  think  the  success  of  the  colonists 
who  have  gone  there  justifies  us  in 
adhering  to  it.  It  is  quite  true  that 
in  some  oases  families  mhve  found  that 
they  could  do  better  elsewhere ;  that 
was  only  to  be  expected ;  but  it  is  not 
in  every  case  a  loss  of  money  to  the 
Government,  for  there  is  increased 
security  in  the  enhanced  value  of  the 
holdings. 

*Mr.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND : 
It  must,  in  reference  to  what  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  said,  be  remem- 
bered that  it  was  not  choice  that 
led  the  Scotch  Office  to  Canada. 
There  was  a  ddiberate  and  syste- 
matic attempt  made  to  try  every 
Colony  and  every  country  in  the  world, 
and  it  was  only  when  every  other 
Colony  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  them  that  it  was  decided  to  send 
the  colonists  to  America,  so  that  what 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Caith- 
ness (Dr.  Clark)  said  has  not  been 
answered  by  the  speech  of  the  Lord 
Advocate. 

Mb.   McDonald  cameron 

(Wick,  &c.) :  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  is  right  that  the  Vote  should  not 
be  passed  without  some  strong  protest . 
I  consider  that  this  question  should  be 
met  by  migrating  people  from  one 
place  to  another  at  home,  and  by  pur- 
chasing land  for  the  purpose  of  settle- 
ment. The  Crofters  Act  did  not  go  so 
far  as  that,  but  you  have  not  even  given 
expression  to  the  clauses  of  the  Crofters 
Act.  My  hon.  Friend's  (Dr.  Clark) 
reference  to  South  Africa  was  justified, 
for  I  believe  that  there  was  not  a  single 
part  of  Australia,  or  any  other  part  of  ^ 
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the  Colonies,  in  regard  to  which  in- 
vestigation ivas  not  made. 

Dk.  .CLABK  :  I  do  not  think  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  get  more  than  a 
small  portion  of  the  money  devoted  to 
the  holdii^  which  have  l>een  left.  If 
yon  held  these  holdings  until  the  dis* 
triots  developed  you  would  get  more. 
In  the  case  of  the  large  families  with 
grown-up  sons  the  Lord  Advocate  has 
referred  to,  he  did  not  state  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  expenses  is  repre- 
sented by  the  outfit  of  these  sons,  their 
passage  across,  the  cost  of  the  railway 
loumeyof 2,000  miles  to  the  scene  of  their 
destination,  and  their  maintenance  there 
until  they  are  in  a  self-supporting  posi- 
tion. A  scheme  of  this  sort  should  come 
before  us  earlier  in  the  Session,  and  then 
we  could  ooDfflder  it.  In  its  present 
form  it  is  objectionable,  and  we  on^t, 
therefore,  to  oppose  it. 

Question  put. 

(6.30.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
112 ;  Noes  61.— (Div.  List,  No.  187.) 

REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 

10.  £20,000,  Supplementary,  Post 
Office  Telegraphs. 

Mb.  LODEE  (Brighton) :  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Postmaster  General  (Sir  James 
Fergusson)  whether  this  Vote  is  for  the 
purpose  of  cariying  out  the  Resolution 
recently  passed  in  the  House  to  the 
effect  that  better  communication  should 
be  established  between  lighthouses 
and  lightships  and  the  coastguards  and 
lifeboat  stations  along  the  coast  ?  My 
recollection  is  that  the  Government 
promised  to  appoint  a  Boy  al  Commission 
to  inquire  into  tbisquestion ,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
inform  the  Committee  when  it  will  be 
nominated. 
*Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febgusson,  Manchester, 
H.E.)  :  This  sum  has  no  reference  to 
any  further  experiments  in  placing 
lighthouses  or  uf^tsfaips  Trndur  tele- 
graphic service.  That  question  is  dele- 

rted  to  a  Boyal  Commisbion  whic^ 
understand  will  be  immediately 
aj^inted.  This  £20,000  is  to  be 
devoted  to  increase  tel^aphic  com- 
munication with  selected  parts  of  the 
coast  which  are  peculiarly  Uable  to  be 
lh«  SMDdS  of  supwreoks,  and  where 

Mr.  McDonald  Cameron 


experience  has  shovm  that  more 
speedy  communication  with  coastguard 
stations  and  lifeboat  stations  is  neces- 
sary. I  may  sa^  that  some  of 
the  principal  points  are  on  the 
south  and  west  coasts  of  England  and 
on  the  coast  of  Aberdeen. 

Vote  agreed  to.  ^ 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To- 
morrow. 

CASUAL  WARDS  BILU-(No.  384.) 
SECOND  BBADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

*The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
BrrcHiE,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
As  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  make 
some  changes  with  regard  to,  the  treat- 
ment of  the  casual  poor,  I  think  I 
ought  to  make  some  statement  as  to 
the  reasons  which  prompted  the 
Government  to  introduce  it,  and  alsoas 
to  what  it  proposes  to  do.  I  have  been 
myself  for  a  long  time  dissatisfied  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
casual  poor  of  London  are  dealt  with, 
and  I  have  supplemented  a  personal  in- 
vestigation in  London  by  that  of  Inspec- 
tors. The  result  has  been  to  show  ta&t, 
although  London  is  one  unit  in  respect 
of  casuals,  yet  the  treatment  of  casuals 
has  been  in  the  different  Unions  of  a 
very  varied  character.  It  is  obvious 
that  this  is  a  condition  of  things  which 
is  not  conducive  to  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  casuals.  The  natun&l  efi^  of 
such  a  state  of  things  is  that  a  tendency 
exists  for  oiasuals  to  go  to  those  wards 
where  they  are  accorded  the  most 
lenient  treatment,  and  to  keep  away 
from  those  where  they  are  more 
rigorously  dealt  with.  A  great  deal  of 
pressure  is  therefore  brought  to  bear 
upon  some  wards,  while  in  others  the 
apphcations  are  comparatively  few. 
Now,  Sir,  I  found  that  the  chief  varia- 
tions in  the  casual  wards  in  the  Metro- 
polis were  with  reference  to  the  hoar 
of  discharge  and  the  tatdc  the  casuals 
had  to  perform.  As  the  law  at  present 
stands,  no  casual  is  entitled  to  demand 
his  discharge  until  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  although  the  Gmurdions  may 
at  thoir  discretion  allow  a  man  to  dis- 
charge himself  before  that  time.  I 
have  issued  two  ciroulors  in  the  eoarse 
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of  the  last  ye&v  or  two  to  Boards  of 
Gtiardians  m  the  Metropolis  pointing 
out  the  great  hardship  whidi  is  involveq 
in  respect  of  men  who  are  honestly 
desirous  of  searching  for  work  in  detain- 
ing them  until  an  hour  when  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  obtain  it ;  and 
X  have  suggested  that  in  a  case  of  that 
kind  the  Giubrdians  might  exercise  the 
discretion  vested  in  them,  and  allow 
the  casuals  to  discharge  themselves 
^lier.  I  find  that  in  a  considerable 
number  of  instances  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  these  circulars  has  been  acted 
upon,  but  there  still  exist  several 
waxds  in  v^oh  the  casuals  are  detained 
to,  I  think,  an  unduly  late  hour.  Well, 
Sir,  this  matter  is  <me  I  am  able  to 
deal  with  by  Order,  and  I  have  within 
the  last  few  days  issued  an  Order  to  all 
the  Unions  in  the  Metropolis  making  it 
compulsory  upon  them  to  allow  casuals 
wholbave  to  the  best  of  their  ability 
dischai^d  the  task  of  work  imposed 
upon  them  to  dischai^  themselves  at 
half-past  five  in  the  summer 
and  half-past  six  in  the  winter. 
This  wiU  enable  the  honest  way- 
farer  to  seek  for  work  at  a 
time  when  it  is  most  readily  secured. 
The  question  of  the  variation  in  the 
task  of  work  imposed  is  one  of  much 
more  difficulty,  and  I  have  invited  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  London  to 
ai^int  delegates  to  attend  a  conference 
at  the  Local  Government  Board  Offices 
ior  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
arrangements  cannot  be  made  by  which 
tiiese  various  tasks  may  be  reduced 
to  something  like  uniformity.  Now, 
Sir,  the  matter  dealt  with  in  the  Bill 
before  the  House  refers  to  another 
branch  of  the  subject.  I  have  been 
very  much  struck  by  representations 
which  have  been  made  to  me  with 
respect  to  the  very  large  number  of 
refusals  of  admission  which  occur  every 
year  in  the  casual  wards  of  London. 
I  think  that  arrangements  with  reference 
to  casuals  should  be  of  such  a  nature 
OS  to  prevent  the  possihiUty  of  these 
refusals  taking  place.  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  Boiurds  of 
Guardians  to  mi^  such  provision  as 
will  enable  them  to  relieve  all  destitute 
persons.  The  fact  that  in  London  at  a 
oerta  n  period  of  the  year  poor  way- 
farers are  turned  away  from  the  casual 
wards  owing  to  there  being  no  room  for 


them,  while  accommqdation  is  not 
found  for  them  elsewhere,  is  to  me  an 
indication  that  the  Poor  Xiaw  has  in 
this  respect  broken  down.  Now,  it  s« 
happens  that  while  there  is  a  consider- 
able pressure  upon  some  wards,  and 
refusals  take  pUce  every  night,  there 
are  other  wards  where  this  state  of 
things  does  not  exist.  To  my  mind, 
there  ought  to  be  some  means  by. 
which  applicants  who  have  to  ba 
refused  admission  to  a  particular; 
casual  ward  should  be  informed  of 
other  wards  in  which  there  is  accommo- 
dation, or  you  may  have  these  unfortu- 
nate persons  travelling  about  footsora 
hour  after  hour  seeking  for  a  plaoe  of 
shelter  and  eventuiJly  finding  none. 
This  Bill  proposes  to  set  up  a  central 
station  wmch  shall  be  in  telephonic 
communication  with  all  the  casual 
wards  of  London,  so  that  if  a  casual 
applies  for  admittance  to  a  ward  where 
there  is  no  room  he  may  be  informed 
of  the  various  wards  where  there  is 
accommodation.  And  this  Bill  further 
proposes  that  in  caaes  where  the  dis- 
tance from  one  ward  to  another  may 
be  remote,  the  Central  Authority  may 
I»x>Tide  some  meuis  for  the  ecmvey- 
ance  of  the  casuals.  The  Bill  goes  » 
step  further.  Taking  the  Metropolis 
as  a  whole,  there  is,  I  think,  a  distinct 
deficiency  in  the  matter  of  casual  poor 
accommodation,  which  is  very  largely 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  are  several 
Unions  in  the  Metropolis  thatdo  not  pro- 
vide casual  wards  at  all,  relyingupon  the 
casual  poor  being  received  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Unions.  Now,  Sir,  the  iMiaX 
Gk>vemment  Board  may  call  upon 
Boards  of  Guardians  who  have  not 
provided  c^isual  wards  to  do  so ;  but  in 
case  the  Guardians  do  not  obey  the 
Order,  the  remedy  is  a  very  cumbrous 
one.  We  have  to  apply  to  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  Tnandamus  to 
compel  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  do 
what  they  have  been  called  upon  to  do.! 
This  takes  a  great  deal  of  time ;  it  n 
attended  with  great  trouble,  and  noilt 
always  with  success.  I  think,  there- 
fore, there  should  be  some  Central  Body 
idiarged  with  the  duty  of  providing 
such  casual  aooommodatiOD  as  tfta 
Local  Government  Board  may  considtc 
necessary  in  the  event  of  default  being 
made  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians.  We 
take  power  in  this  Bill  to  call  upon  the 
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Central  Authority  referred  to  therein  to 
provide  wards  in  those  oases  where  the 
Guardians  have  n^leoted  to  do  so. 
The  only  ramuning  question  which  I 
think  it  is  necessary  to  trouble  the 
House  with,  is  what  the  Central  Body 
should  be.  And,  Sir,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  is  the  authority  we 
ought  to  make  use  of  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Bill.  First,  because  it  is  the 
only  Poor  Law  Authority  in  London, 
an  authority  that  has  charge  of  a  very 
large  nnmtier  of  the  sick  poor ;  but 
there  is  another  reason — namely,  they 
have  the  necessary  provision  at  their 
ambolance  station,  in  the  form  of 
horses,  &e.,  in  case  they  wish  to  put 
in  force  the  power  givm  them  in  wis 
Bill  of  conveying  casuals  from  one 
ward  to  another  when  the  distance  is 
too  far  for  them  to  walk.  These,  Sir, 
are  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  They 
are  extremely  simple,  and  I  hope  they 
will  commend  themselves  to  the 
House.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  if  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
is  charged  with  the  duties  px>posed  to 
be  imposed  upon  them  they  will  dis- 
charge those  duties  in  a  manner  satis- 
f  actorv  to  the  people  of  London,  as  they 
h&ve,  1  think,  hitherto  disdiarged  aU 
their  duties.  I  beg  to  move  l^e  Second 
Beading  of  this  BiU. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."— (itfr.  Ritchie.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  %econd  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

CORONEBS'  DEPUTIES  BILL. 
GONBIDEBATION. 

As  amended,  further  considered. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  On  behalf 
of  my  hon.  Jmend  the  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  Picton),  I  should  like  to 
move  to  leave  out  the  words  "  Lord 
Ghanc^or,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  words  "  the  County  Council." 

The  UNDEE  SECRETAEY  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  ST0ABT  W0BTI.BT,  Shef- 
field, Hallam):  I  rise  to  a  ix>int  of 
Order.  On  a  previous  occasion  an 
Amendment  was  brought  forward  on 

Mr,  Bitchie 


line  17,  and  we  have  now  got  past  the 
point  at  which  the  hon.  Member  pro- 
poses to  mal»  an  Amendment. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  (Somer- 
set, E.)  the  following  Amendments 
were  affx&d  to: — 

Clmse  1,  page  1,  Hnn  18  and  19,  leave  out 
'*  or  by  the  ohairmaa  or  mayor,  as  the  caw 
maj  be,  of  the  couneil  who  appcdnted  th» 
coroner";  page  2, fine  13,le»e  out  **two^ 
and  insert  "three." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." 

Db.  CLABE:  There  is  a  greai 
change  made  by  this  BiU  in  introducing 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  postpone  it  till  to- 
morrow, in  order  that  we  may  conmder 
the  matter. 

Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester):  I  am 
sorry  I  was  not  in  my  place  just  now.  I 
was  only  called  out  for  a  moment  on 
a  matter  of  Parliamentary  business.  I 
must  say  that  there  is  amongst  my 
constituents  a  very  strong  objection  to 
this  Bill,  and  I  believe  that  objection 
is  shared  by  other  towns.  It  is 
a  move  in  the  direction  of  cen- 
tralisation, and  many  of  us  think 
we  have  got  enough  of  that  already. 
The  counties  are  quite  capable  of 
managing  their  own  business  witiiont 
the  intenerenoe  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
When  the  Coroner  desires  to  appoint  a 
deputy  the  matter  is  referred  to  an 
altogether  different  authority  from  that 
which  is  responsible  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  chief  officer.  I  think 
this  matter  has  been  rather  rushed 
upon  the  House,  and  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  time  to  consider  it ;  and 
I  think  that  not  only  at  the  end  of  a 
Parhamentary  Session,  but  at  the  end 
of  a  Parliament,  to  press  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  which  is  really  a  substantial 
change  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Municipalities,  is  not  only  an  impru- 
dent but  an  unstatesmanlike  course. 
I  suppose  I  should  not  now  be  in 
Order  to  move  the  Amendment  of 
which  I  have  given  notice,  but  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  I  should  be  in  Order  to 
move  the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  inserting  those  words  in 
Clause  1? 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  in  Order. 
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Mb.  hates  FISHBB  (Pulham) :  It 
wotdd  very  much  weaken  the  BiU  if 
these  words  were  left  oat.  Before  the 
Select  Committee,  which  was  oiuuii- 
mous  in  passing  this  BiU,  this  question 
was  argoed  foUy,  and  it  was  thought 
to  be  most  de^n^le  that  it  should 
apply  to  all  such  inquiries  as  are  held 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  referring  to 
railway  questions  and  other  inquiries 
at  which  people  in  the  position  of  rail- 
way serrantB  would  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Bnssell)  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chester  (Mr.  Terburgh)  that  this  Bill 
should  include  such  departmental  in- 
quiries  as  these.  I  hope  this  explana- 
tion will  satUEfy  the  hon.  Member,  and 
that  he  will  not  proceed  with  his  Amend- 
ment. 

*Mb.  McLaren  (Cheshire.  Crewe):  I 
hope  the  House  will  pass  this  Bill  in  the 
strongest  possible  form.  As  a  Member 
of  the  Select  Committee  which  inquired 
into  the  hours  of  railway  serrants,  I 
feel  that  it  is  very  necessary  that  this 
Bill  should  become  law.  Had  it  been 
passed  earUer  it  would  have  enabled  us 
to  get  probfbbly  more  accurate  evidence, 
and  better  evidmce ;  and  I  should  very 
dee^y  regret  if,  especially  from  this 
side  of  the  House,  Amencuzients  were 
moved  to  minimise  the  effect  of  this 
Bill.  I  fully  agree  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite,  and 
I  think  these  statutory  inquiries  will 
be  held  more  frequently  in  the  future. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
railway  servants  should  have  perfect 
liberty  and  freedom  in  giving  evidence 


Mb.  PICTON  :  Then  I  move  that 
the  Bill  be  re-committed. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  now  read  the  third  time," 
in  order  to  add  the  words  "re-com- 
mitted in  respect  of  Clause  1." — {Mr. 

Picton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Question  put. 

(6.5.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
119;  Noes  66.— (Div.  List,  No.  188.) 

Mun  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
[New  Title.] 

WlfMESSES  (FUBUC  INQUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  (re-wmmUUd)  BILL. 
-CN&365.) 

CHANOKD  FBOM 

WITNESSES  (ROYAL  COMMISSIONS 
AND  FARUAHBNT)  PROTECTION 
BILL.-<No.  2ff7.) 

■COMMITTEE.   [Progress  SOth  Ma^.] 

{Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork)  : 
I  understand  this  BiU  is  a 
conglomeration  of  two  Bills  which 
iiave  been  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee ;  but  there  are  in  the 
£rst  clause  some  words  which  I  do  not 
understand.  In  line  7  occur  the  words 

or  pursuant  to  any  statutory  autho- 
ri^."   I  can  understand  the  words 

Bo^al  Commission,"  or  a  "  Committee 
«f  either  House  of  Parliament";  but 
these  words  I  do  not  understand,  and  I 
:8hottId  like  the  right  hon.  Gmtleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  explain  what 
tthey  mean.  They  are  not  intended  to 
.ap^y  to  Courts  of  Justice ;  and  if  they 
■are  merely  general  words  they  are  very 
•dangerous  in  this  Bill,  and  I  move  that 
Ihey  be  omitted. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  or  pursuant  to  any  statu- 
lory  authority." — [Mr.  Maarice  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  wcntis 
proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
^  Clause." 


before  inquiries  of  the  kind  which  are 
included  m  this  BiU,  and  I  hare  suffi- 
cient knowledge  of  Bailway  Direetors 
and  of  BaUway  Managers  to  know  that 
this  may  be  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
difficulty.  It  may  be  that  that  does 
not  apply  more  to  Bailway  Managers 
than  to  many  other  large  employers ; 
but  I  believe  if  this  BiU  had  been 
passed  earUer,  the  result  of  the  Breach 
of  Privil^e  Debate  in  the  matter  of  the 
man  Hood  would  have  been  very 
difCsrent  from  what  it  was.  I  trost  the 
hon.  Member  wiU  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  DABLIN6  (Deptford) :  These 
words  give  proteoticm  to  persons  who 
may  give  evidence  before  a  very  im- 
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portant  class  of  inquiry,  and  they  were 
unanimously  agreed  upon  in  the  Com- 
mittee, because  it  was  thought  that  this 
pxytection  should  be  given.  These 
irords  are  looked  upon  as  highly  im- 
portant by  the  class  which  womd  be 
affected  by  any  inquiry  into  railway 
questions,  and  I  do  not  see  whv  any 
Ejection  should  be  rused  to  full  pro- 
tection being  given.  The  Courts  of 
Law  have  power  to  protect  witnesses 
who  give  evidence  before  them,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  witnesses  who  are  called 
by  the  inquiries  which  are  contemplated 
by  this  Bill  should  be  deprived  of  pro- 
tection. If  these  words  were  omitted 
^e  Bill  would  be  of  comparatively 
little  use.    I  fail  to  see  what  is  the 

found  of  objectioQ  to  these  words,  and 
do  not  see  why  any  class  shoidd  be 
deprived  of  protection. 

Mn.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  I  have 
not  the  smallest  desire  to  exclude 
horn  the  Bill  the  class  of  persons 
to  whom  he  has  referred,  and  I 
admit  the  reasonableness  of  what 
has  been  said,  that  all  classes  of 
persons  should  be  protected  in  giving 
evidence.  At  the  same  time,  the  classof 
inquiries  to  which  this  Bill  can  refer  is 
not  large,  and  I  think  it  would  have 
been  better  if  they  had  been  specified. 
What  I  had  in  my  mind  was  a  totally 
different  class  of  inquiry  from  anything 
that  has  been  mentioned.  We  fre- 
quently have  in  Ireland  Star  Chamber 
inquiries  under  the  first  clause  of  the 
Cnmes  Act.  Those  hon.  Members 
who  were  in  the  House  in  1887  will 
remember  the  struggle  we  had  with 
the  Government  over  this  clause,  and 
how  it  was  extended  by  our  Amend- 
mrats.  I  am  anxious  that  the  work 
that  we  then  did  should  not  now  be  all 
nndone  by  a  few  casual  words  in  a  Bill 
of  this  kind.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
witnesses  should  be  properly  protected, 
and  I  do  not  desire  that  even  witnesses 
who  give  evidence  before  a  Star 
Chamber  inquiry  should  be  molested, 
but  I  am  very  anxious  that  the  con- 
oessions  we  obtained  after  hard  fighting 
should  not  be  swept  away  by  a  few 
words  inserted  in  another  Bill.  I  will 
look  at  the  words  again  before  the  Bill 
reaches  another  sta^,  and  I  will  now 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr,  Darling 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  2. 

*(6.97.)  Thb  PBBSIDBNT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  gir  Michaei. 
Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  There  is 
one  point  I  am  anxious  to  raise  on  thia 
clause.  The  Bill  is  one  to  which  I 
have  given  some  attention,  on  account 
of  what  took  place  upon  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Hours  of  Railway 
Servants,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  very 
useful  alteration  in  the  law.  The  one 
point  which  I  am  anxious  to  bring- 
before  the  House,  with  a  view 
obtEuning  the  o^nion  of  some  hon* 
and  leazned  Members  who  may  have 
considered  this  subject,  is  this :  Para- 
graph B  of  the  second  clause  providea 
that  any  person 

"  who  threateni,  or  in  anjr  -  yntj  imninhoi, 
damnifies,  or  injams,  or  attempta  to  pniiishy 
damnify,  or  injure,  aaypenon  for  having  girea 
evidence  upon  any  inqoiry,  or  in  reiMot  of 
the  naturSp  quali^,  or  eharmcter  of  we  evi- 
denoe  whioh  he  has  given  apon  any  Bach 
inquirj,  nnlees  aaoh  evidence  is  shown  to- 
have  been  given  in  bad  t^th," 

shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and 
be  liable  upon  conviction,  &c.  Only 
the  other  day  before  tb«  R(^nkl  Com- 
mission  on  Labour  several  witness^  at- 
tempted in  their  evidence  to  promulgate- 
what  really  were  libels  agamst  other 
persons,  which  libels  had  formed  the- 
matters  of  action  in  Courts  of  Law,  and 
for  which  they  had  been  punished. 
I  do  not  know  whether  as  the  Bill 
now  stands  it  wotild  or  would  not  be 
possible  for  a  person — I  am  not  talking 
of  a  railway  servant  or  anyone  in  that 
position — to  go  before  a  Committee  of 
this  House  or  a  Royal  Commission  and 
promulgate  an  atrocious  libel  againsb 
some  pdrson  who  would  by  this  olattsa 
be  debarred  from  bringing  an  action 
against  him  in  a  Court  of  Law.  That 
would  be  a  venr  serious  matter  indeed, 
and  I  trust  that  that  would  not  be 
the  e£Feot  of  the  Bill.  What  I  want  to- 
know  is  whether  the  words  '*  given  in 
bad  faith  "  will  include  a  ease  of  that 
kind? 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Thfr 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  raised  a  very- 
important  point,  bat  ha  has  leaned 
advisers  bmide  him  who  moat  b» 
capable  of  informing  the  House  how 
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the  matter  rests.    I  hope  if  they  are 
.  not  satisfied  that  an  aotion  for  libel 
would  lie  under  those  oiroumstanoes, 
they  will  make  it  clear  that  such 
■  would  be  the  ease. 

Sib  RICHABD  WEBSTEB:  I  wiU 
look  into  the  matter  with  pleasure  if  it 
be  desired)  but  my  attention  has 
not  been  called  to  it  before,  my  right 
hon.  Friend  only  mentioning  it  to  me 
just  before  he  rose.  The  real  answer 
is  that  the  Bill  does  not  touch  that 
particular  question.  The  law  would 
not  be  altered  in  that  respect  by  the 
Bill  at  all.  Anybody  fnving  evidence 
in  a  Court  of  Iaw  is  absolutely  privi- 
l^ed,  except  in  very  rare  cases,  where 
a  man  goes  out  of  his  way  and 
volunteers  a  statement  which  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  case. 
The  Bill  leaves  the  law  as  it  is.  In 
-  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  I  would 
.  say  that  if  an  action  for  Ubel  lay  before 
the  passing  of  the  Bill,  an  action  would 
lie  after  it  has  passed.  The  Bill  con- 
templates punishing  persons  preventing 
others  from  giving  evidence.  I  will, 
however,  look  into  the  matter,  and  if 
there  is  any  doubt  it  can  be  dealt  with 
on  Report.  Words  might  be  inserted 
to  shew  that  nothing  in  this  BiW 
should  affeot  any  such  right  of  action, 
bat  my  impression  is  that  there  is 
.nothing  in  the  Bill  affecting  it. 

•(6.35.)  Mb.  FENWICK  (Northum- 
bertaod,  Wansbeck) :  I  am  sorry  I  was 
.prevented  by  illness  from  being  present 
at  the  Ck)mmittee,  and  I  shall  now 
have  to  object  to  the  first  sub-section 
.of  Clause  2,  as,  in  my  judgment,  it  is 
too  wide.  That  is  also  the  view  of  a 
laige  number  of  working  men  who 
have  had  an  <^tportunity  of  considering 
the  question.  I  fear,  as  a  layman, 
that  Sub'Section  (a),  as  it  stands,  would 
cover  the  action  of  a  committee  of  a 
trade  society  passing  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  undesirable  that 
any  members  of  the  society  should 
give  evidence  before  an  'inquiry  held 
under  statutory  authority,  and  make 
them  guilty  of  a  criminal  offence. 
ThaA  is  a  position  of  things  to  which  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  give  its 
sanction,  and  it  is  certainly  wi^  than 
anything  which  was  said  in  the  course 
of  the  Cambrian  Bailway  discussion 
iome  time  ago.   If  the  sab-section  is 


persisted  in,  I  shall  have  to  challenge 
the  question  by  dividing  the  Committee 
in  reference  to  it.  It  would,  as  it 
stands,  cover  numerous  cases  before 
witnesses  had  eyen  come  to  give 
evidence. 

The   CHAIRMAN:   Then  is  no 

Question  at  present  before  the  Com- 
mittee.   It  will  make  it  more  regular 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  now  move  to 
omit  Sub-section  (a). 
*Mb.  FENWICK :  I  move,  Sir. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1. 
line  11,  to  leave  out  "  Sub-section  (a)." 
— {Mr.  Fenwick.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Clause." 

(6.37.)  Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER: 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Wansbeck 
has  raised  a  point  well  worthy  of 
consideration,  but  bis  Amendment 
goes  too  far.  I  admit  that  it  is  open 
to  question  whether  the  words  "hinders 
or  attempts  to  hinder "  are  not  too 
wide.  I  can  very  well  understand 
that  hindering  might  be  done  by  pro- 
per and  justifiable  persuasion  which 
ought  not  to  be  brought  within  the 
purview  of  the  law.  I  think  that  per- 
suasion might  be  used  quite  as  much 
in  the  interest  of  the  workmen  as  of 
the  employer.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  confine  his  Amendment  to 
striking  out  the  word  "hinder,"  which 
has  a  doubtful  meaning,  I  think  that 
would  meet  his  view,  and  we  might 
discuss  the  matter. 

*Mb.  FENWICK :  May  I  point  out 
that  the  word  "  intimidate  "  would  be 
just  as  objectionable  as  the  word 
"hinders,"  unless  you  define  the  term 
"  intimidation."  If  I  endeavour  to  per- 
suade a  fellow-workman  not  to  give 
evidence  it  may  be  held  in  a  Court  of 
Law  that  I  have  intimidated  him,  and 
unless  you  define  that  term  the  word 
is  as  objectionable  as  the  word  "  hin- 
ders." 

(6.40.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT: 
The  difficulty  might  be  removed  by 
taking  the  dafinition  of  intimidation  as 
it  is  in  the  Trades  Unions  Act,  where 
it  is  limited.  I  agree  that  these  words 
are  rather  too  wi&.  If  you  get  rid  of 
the  word  "hinder"  you  should  also 
get  rid  of  the  word  "  prevent." 
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8m  AliBEBT  BOLLIT  (IsUngton, 
S.) :  I  do  not  think  the  general  scope 
of  the  Bill  is  too  wide;  but  I  agree 
that  these  particular  words  are  capable 
of  misinterpretation.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  question  should  stand  over  to 
the  Beport  stage,  so  that  the  Attorney 
GeneriJ  may  consider  it. 

-(6.42.)  Mb.  McLABEN  :  The 
valuable  part  of  the  sub-section  is  that 
it  would  punish  employers  who  pre- 
vented workmen  giving  evideuee,  and  I 
think  that  side  is  as  important  as  that 
put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wansbeck  (Mr.  Fenwiok).  A  man 
might  be  hindered  or  prevented  from 
giving  evidence  by  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  his  employer ; 
but  that  would  not  be  intimidation  as 
defined  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt).  I  think 
we  should  endeavour  to  leave  the  sub- 
section in  such  a  form  that  it  will  pre- 
vent suoh  action  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployer, even  by  means  of  persuasion » 
which  is  very  difficult  to  challenge  in  a 
Court  of  Law.  As  the  sub-section 
stands,  I  think  the  committee  of  a  trade 
society  passing  a  resolution  that 
it  is  inexpedient  that  any  of  its 
members  should  give  evidence  would 
come  under  the  clause,  and,  there- 
fore, I  think  it  is  too  wide. 
But  I  should  object  to  leaving  it  out 
alt(^ether,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case  to 
strike  out  "  hinders  "  and  "  prevents  " 
and  to  leave  in  "intimidate."  There 
would  be  many  ways,  which  could  not 
be  called  intimidation,  in  which  em- 
ployers would  try  to  prevent  their 
workmen  giving  evidence. 

(6.45.)  Me.  DAELING  :  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  for  Wans- 
beck (Mr.  Fenwick)  should  make  this 
proposition,  for  one  of  the  Bills  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  which  I  was  a 
Member  was  called  the  "  Bill  for  the 
better  protection  of  witnesses  giving 
eridenoe  on  Parliamentanr  and  other 
public  inquiries."  That  Bill  was  backed, 
among  others,  by  the  hon.  Member, 
and  the  second  section  of  the  Bill  pro- 
vided that  whoever,  without  lawful 
excuse,  should  in  any  way  interfere 
with  any  person  so  as  to  prevent,  or 
with  a  view  to  preventing,  such  person 
giving  evidence  should  incur  the  penal- 
ties provided  in  the  Bill.   That  Bill 


proposed  to  make  it  an  offence,  not  to 
intimidate  or  hinder,  but  simply  to 
interfere  with  a  person  desiring  to  give 
evidence.  The  resolution  of  a  trade 
committee  such  as  has  been  referred  to 
would  be  interfering,  and  would  have 
come  under  the  Bill.  Hon.  Members 
seem  to  think  that  while  a  body  of 
workmen  prevent  other  workmen  giving 
evidence  it  is  all  right,  but  that  it  is  aU 
wrong  when  the  employers  inrevMt 
them.  I  think  tiie  principle  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Bill  is  the  better  one ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  we  should  adhere  to 
the  Bub-section  as  it  stands,  as  I  do  not 
think  anybody  will  be  hurt  by  it. 

Sib  BICHAED  WEBSTER :  I  have 
listened  to  the  discussion,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  we  leave  out  the  words 
"hinders,  intimidates,  prevoits,  or 
attempts  to  prevent "  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  uie  words  "  by  threats  or 
intimidation,  prevents  or  attempts  to 
prevent,"  that  would  meet  the  case. 
It  would  limit  the  offence  to  threats  or 
intimidation,  which  are  sufficiently 
defined,  and  the  prevention  or  attempt 
to  prevent  by  these  means  would  meet 
the  object  of  the  Bill. 

(6.50.)  Mb.  MAUEICB  HEALT: 
Th&Govemment  have  made  themselves 
responsible  for  this  Bill,  and  yet  it  is 
only  at  this  stage  that  we  by  chance 
find  out  these  defects  in  it.  I  quite 
agree  that  "hinders"  is  too  strong, 
and  I  think  that  those  who  assist  ma 
passing  of  this  Bill  will  find  that  they 
are  cutting  a  rod  for  their  own  backs. 
I  take  the  view  that  this  is  a  very 
dangerouaBill,which  will  be  mischievous 
in  Ireland  and  probably  in  England. 
The  Attorney  General  says  that  intimi- 
dation has  been  defined — so  far  as  I 
know  it  has  not  he&a  defined ;  and  it  is 
used  in  Statutes  exactly  because  it  is 
impossible  to  define  it.  Until  this 
word  was  introduced  the  theory  (A 
English  law  was  that  a  criminal 
offence  must  be  defined  with  tiie 
greatest  strictness.  The  word  "  intimi- 
dation "  waff  expressly  selected  to  cover 
a  mass  of  matter  that  could  not  be  de- 
fined, and  up  to  this  day  that  word  has 
not  been  defined.  It  purports  to  be  de- 
fined in  the  Irish  Coercion  Act,  but 
that  definition  is  simply  an  extension 
of  the  meaning  of  the  word.  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  Friend's  pomtion  woold 
be  any  better  if  he  struM  oat  the  mxd. 
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*'  binder,"  while  so  ragoe  a  word  as 
"intimidation"  is  left  in.  This  is  a 
vex^  sexiooB  Bill,  uid  yet  we  have  not 
a  amgle  Amendment  on  the  Paper.  It 
creates  a  new  misdemeanonr,  and 
apparently  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Chnwn  hare  not  even  read  or  con- 
sidered the  Bill.  If  the  Bill  is  to  be 
passed  this  Session,  it  shoold  be  done 
after  oarefol  oonsideration. 

*(6.63.)  Mb,  FBNWICK  :  The  hon. 
Member  for  Deptford  (Mr.  Darling) 
has  pointed  out  that  I  backed  a  Bill 
in  which  the  term  "interfere"  was 
ttsed,  but  he  passed  very  lightly  over 
tiiese  qualifying  words,  "  without  law- 
ful exouae,"  and  he  will  not  find 
the  word  "  intimidate "  in  that  BiU. 
All  the  trouble  and  difficulty  that  has 
arisen  in  connection  with  the  Trades 
Union  Act  has  arisen  in  consequence 
of  the  vagueness  of  the  term  "  intimida- 
tion." We  have  had  again  and  again 
to  appeal  from  learned  Becordera  and 
County  Court  Judges  to  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  order  to  have  justice 
doae  to  the  members  of  trade 
flooieties.  The  r^t  hon.  Member 
f<H:  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
sn^eeted  tnat  we  should  take 
the  definition  of  intimidation  as  it 
appears  in  the  Trades  Union  Act. 
There  is  no  definition  of  it  in  that 
Act.  If  the  word  "intimidate"  is 
to  remain  in  the  sub-section,  there 
must  be  a  Definition  Clause  added  to 
the  Bill,  giving  a  clear  definition  of  the 
meaning  of  ue  word,  otherwise  the 
BiU  wiU  not  be  acceptable  to  the  great 
mass  of  working  men  in  the  country. 
I  am  anxious  for  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
«o  that  the  workmen  should  have  that 
protection  to  which  they  are  entitled 
when  they  give  evidence  before  statu- 
tory authorities  ;  but  I  also  wish  to 
prevent  the  misunderstandings  which 
have  occurred  through  the  wide  inter- 
pretation of  the  word  "  intimidation." 

(6.65.)  Sm  WILLIAM  HAR- 
COUBT :  This  is  a  serious  question, 
And  one  which  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
disposed  of.  I  would  suggest  that  it 
should  be  conudered  before  Beport, 
AS  we  cannot  be  too  careful  aa  to  the 
"Words  used  in  creating  a  new  offence. 
We  should  save  the  time  of  the  House 
if  the  sub-section  were  oOiitted  for  the 
present,  and  another  brought  up  on 
the  Beport.   In  the  meantime,  non. 


Membersrepresenting  the  trades  unions 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing the  words  sn^Kested  by  the 
Attorney  General.  I  wink  the  words 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  are 
an  improvement,  but  I  also  think 
that  aU  parties  ooncemed  in  the  BiU 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering them* 

(6.66.)  Mb.  HAYES  FISHER:  I 
hope  the  Committee  wiU  not  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, for  we  shaU  probaUy  not  have 
a  greater  assembly  of  lawyers  pmsent 
on  Beport  than  we  have  now.  We'  <m 
this  ude  should  be  most  willing  to 
aooept  the  words  su^^ted  by  the 
Attorney  General.  So  far  from  this 
Bill  not  having  been  considered  up  to 
the  present  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  the  Solicitor  General  (Sir 
Edward  Clarke)  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  which  the  BiU  was  re- 
ferred, and  it  was  considered  in  the 
presence  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Russell), 
and  the  whole  Committee  was  unani- 
mous in  raising  the  BiU  in  its  present 
form.  We  cannot  do  better  than 
accept  the  words  suggested  by  the 
AttOTuey  General,  which  wiU  be  found 
aU  that  can  be  desired. 

(6.59.)  Mb.  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  share  the  dislike  to  the 
use  of  the  word  "  intimidate,"  as  I 
believe  there  is  no  authoritative  defini- 
tion of  it.  It  was  defined  in  the  Con- 
spiracy and  Protection  of  Property 
Act  as  such  intimidation  as  would 
justify  a  Ma^strate  in  binding  over  the 
person  intinudatmg  to  keep  the  peace. 
That  was  repeated  in  the  Conspiracy 
Act  of  1875  as  it  left  this  House, 
but  it  was  struck  out  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  word 
was  left  absolutely  undefined. 
The  Plymouth  case  was  taken  to  the 
Superior  Court.  The  Court  held  that 
the  facts  brought  before  Mr.  Bompas 
did  not  constitute  a  case  of  intimidation 
under  the  Act ;  but  they  did  not  go 
beyond  the  bare  facts  before  them,  and 
they  refused  to  d^ne  intimidation  in 
the  way  in  which  we  tried  to  define  it 
by  the  Act  of  last  Session.  We  made 
an  attempt  to  restore  the  Act  of  1876 
to  the  condition  in  which  it  originally 
left  the  House  of  Commons.  We  tried 
to  get  rid  of  the  mischief  which  the 
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House  of  Lords  had  done,  but  we 
were  beaten  by  hon.  Gentlemen  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I 
venture  to  suggest  that  we  should 
leave  out  the  word  "intimidates"  in 
Sob-section  (a),  and  define  it  by  a 
Definition  Clause ;  andifthat  is  in  order, 
let  the  Definition  Clause  extend  to  in- 
timidation wherever  it  occurs. 

(7.1.)  Mr.  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries, 
&o.) :  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  quite  accurate  in  saying  that 
we  were  aU  unanimous  in  selecting  this 
word.  Some  of  us»  myself  amongst 
the  number,  preferred  the  word  tbat 
appeared  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Haekney.  Now,  I  want  to  point 
out  that  the  object  of  this  sub-section 
is  to  place  a  person  who  interferes  with 
witnesses  before  a  Committee  of  this 
House  in  the  same  position  as  a  person 
who  interferes  vrith  witnesses  in  a  Court 
-of  Justice.  There  is  no  definition  of 
what  is  a  contempt  of  Court,  and  yet  it 
is  a  very  wide  offence,  and  it  depends 
upon  the  discretion  and  judgment  of 
-the  Court  whether  a  contempt  of  Court 
has  been  committed  by  interfering 
with  witnesses.  I  think  me  suggestion 
of  my  haa.  iViend  below  me  (Mr. 
Robertson)  is  a  very  good  suggestion — 
namely,  that  we  should  leave  out  the 
-word  "intimidates"  and  then  define 
the  word  "  intimidate  "  by  the  Defi- 
nition Clause  at  the  end  of  the  Bill.  It 
seemstomethat  it  would  work  out  some- 
what in  this  way:  that  intimidation 
should  consist  of  threats  of  violence,  or 
of  injury,  or  loss  of  employment  or 
wages. 

(7.2.)  Sib  BICHABD  WEBSTER: 
If  my  Amendment  passes  it  will  be  an 
improvement,  to  a  certain  extent  at 
all  events,  and  then  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  hon.  and  learned  Members 
might  try  their  hand  at  defining 
"  intimidation"  later  on  in  the  Bill. 

*(7.3.)  Mb.  McLAREN:  Would  the 
Government  be  willing  to  admit  now 
that  a  Definition  Clause  should  be  put 
in  the  Bill? 

Snt  BICHABD  WEBSTEB :  No. 

'^'Mb.  McLABEN  :  Then  that  would 
leave  ns  pretty  much  as  we  were. 
Though  I  entirely  agree  that  the  words 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  make  the  Bill  better  than  it  is, 
they  would  not  meet  the  main 
objeotion  raised  on  this  side  of  the 

Mr.  Boberteon 


House — namely,  that  the  word  "intimi- 
dation "  undefined  is  objectionaltle. 
We  would  gladly  aocept  mb  wwdt  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  if 
they  were  merely  to  be  a  stepping- 
stone.  But  we  cannot  aocept  them 
unless  it  is  made  quite  dear  that  some 
definition  shall  be  put  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  it  shall  be  considered  also  before 
the  Bill  leaves  Committee,  and  not  on 
the  Report  stage,  which  I  think  would 
not  be  satisfactory. 

*(7.4.)  Ma.  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston)  :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  press  this  question  to  a  Division, 
because  it  is  an  exceedingly  important 
one.  If  this  sub-section  were  puaed 
in  the  form  in  which  it  ^ipears 
in  the  Bill,  it  would  lead  to  a  great 
deal  of  litigation  in  the  future. 
Already  it  has  created  a  great  deal  of 
feeling  out-of-doors.  We  do  not  want 
this  feeling  to  become  intensified,  and 
find  ourselves  at  no  distant  day 
involved  in  a  conflict  with  the  authori- 
ties arising  out  of  this  unfortunate 
sub-section.  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
that  it  should  be  stated  that  when  the 
Committee  sat  upstairs  we  were 
dbaoed  in  a  most  unfortunate  dilemma. 
The  Committee  sat  only  three  horn. 
There  were  two  Bills  to  consider : 
one  introduced  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  opposite  side  and 
one  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Hackney.  They  were 
essentially  lawyers'  Bills,  as  many  of  us 
saw  from  the  first ;  and  it  was  some- 
what diiBcult  for  us  to  quite 
master  the  details  of  either  of  them. 
When  it  was  prcnposed  that  we  should 
take  the  two  Bins  and  roll  them  into 
one,  the  matter  became  still  more  coin- 
plicated,  and  some  of  the  most  learned 
Members  of  the  Committee  confessed 
once  or  twice  during  our  discussions 
that  they  were  not  quite  clear  what  we 
were  doing.  ("Oh,  oh!")  Well.  I 
remember  the  question  being  put  by 
one  Member  of  the  Committee: — 
'*  Where  are  we,  Mr.  Chairman  ? " 
("Ohl")  Yes;  that  question  was  pat. 
I  remember  it  perfectly  well ;  and  if  ttie 
hon.  Member  charges  his  memory  I 
think  he  will  recollect  it.  I  thiBk» 
therefore,  I  am  quite  consistent  in  sop- 
porting  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
to  omit  Sub-seotton  (a).  I  have 
spoken  to  friends  who  are  old  Tradaa 
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Union  leaders,  with  quite  as  much  ex- 
perience as  any  of  us  here  can  claim 
to  possess,  and  they  all  agree  as  to  the 
great  danger  and  mffioulty  there  would 
be  in  giving  effect  to  this  clanse.  I 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  Attorney 
General  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  because  he  is  simply  voicing 
the  graieral  feelii^,  so  far  as  I  can 
^ther,  of  Trades  unions  out  of  doors, 
irreapectiTe  of  political  considerations. 
:  •(7.9.)    Mb.  FENWICK  :   I  would 
sfOggBBt  to  the  learned  Attorney  Gweral, 
as  a  solution  of  the  difficulty,  to  accept 
the  w(nds  that  have  alraady  been 
mentioned  by  my  hbn.  and  learned 
Friend    the    Member    for  Dumfries 
Burghs.    I  should  then  be  prepared 
to  accept  Sub-section  (a)  in  that  form — 

**  In  order  to  obstract  the  due  course  of  any 
inqniry,  by  threats  of  violence,  or  of  iojary,  or 
lota  of  employmeDt  or  wages,  prevents,  or 
sUempts  to  prevent,  any  person  from  appear- 
ing or  giving  endenoe  on  any  snoh  inquiry." 

But,  as  I  understand  the  learned 
Attorney  General  seems  to  have  made 
up  his  mind  to  retain  the  word "  in- 
timidates "  in  the  Bill;  and  as  I  under- 
stood from  a  gesture  made  by  him  a 
shcot  time  ago  he  does  not  intend 
even  to  insert  a  Definition  Clause  in  the 
Bill  defining  what  is  meant  by  intimi- 
dation. If  that  be  so,  then  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  fight  the  Bill  through  all 
its  future  stages. 

(7.10.)  Sib  EICHARD  WEBSTEB : 
The  hon.  Member  for  Wansbeok  seems 
to  be  under  a  misapprehension.  I  have 
not  intimated  by  gesture  or  otherwise 
that  I  would  accept  no  definition  of 
**  intimidation."  What  I  said  was  that 
I  would  require  to  see  what  the  defini- 
tion was  before  I  would  be  prepared  to 
support  it.  It  is  much  more  difficult 
to  define  it  than  the  hon.  Member 
thinks.  The  drafting  of  such  a  clause 
requires  a  great  deal  of  consideration. 

(7.110  Sib  WILLIAM  HAR- 
COUBT  :  I  think  that  remark  rather 
strengthens  what  I  ventured  to  say 
some  time  ago — ^that  t^is  is  far  too  im- 
portant a  matter  to  legislate  upon  in  a 
hurry.    It  is  quite  obvious  that  it  re- 

?iires  the  most  careful  consideration, 
must  say  that  it  is  rather  late  in  the 
Session  to  deal  with  a  matter  of  such  a 
serious  oluracter.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Government.  But  it  is  quite  plain 
that  this  is  a  very  ticklish  clause,  and 


nothing  more  should  be  done  with  re- 
gard to  it  without  full  consideration. 
Therefore,  I  again  repeat  the  sug- 
gestion which  I  ventured  to  make  to 
the  Attorney  General,  as  the  definition 
of  "  intimidation  "  wiU  require  considera- 
tion, that  he  should  postpone  this  sub- 
section for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up 
well-considered  words  on  Beport,  so 
that  we  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  how  the  matter  stands. 
*(7.130  Mb.  CEEMEE:  I  beg  to 
move,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  yon  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  thft 
Attorney  General,  after  having  stated 
that  there  is  extreme  difficulty  in  de- 
fining "  intimidation,"  should  persist  in 
retaining  sub-section  (a)  in  this  Bill. 
Seeing  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  I  think 
we  should  be  neglecting  the  duty  which 
we  were  sent  here  to  discharge  if  we 
did  not  make  every  effort  in  our  power 
to  prevent  tliis  clause  passing  m  its 
present  obnoxious  form. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
(Mr.  Cremer.) 

(7.14.)  Mb.  DARLING:  As  I  under- 
stood the  suggestion  of  the  right  hbn. 
Gentleman  opposite,  it  was  that,  for 
the  present  at  all  events,  we  should 
omit  Sub-section  (a)  altogether,  and 
then  to  consider  whether  we  should 
put  something  better  instead  of  it.  For 
my  own  part.  I  should  be  in  favour  of 
accepting  that  suggestion  to  omit  Sub- 
section (a).  I  would  ^  further,  and 
say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should 
not  desire  to  put  anything  at  all  in  the 
place  of  it. 

(7.15.)  Sm  WILLIAM  HAiU 
COURT ;  I  made  the  suggestion 
seriously,  and  not  with  the  object  of 
throwing  ridicule  on  this  Bill.  If  wfr 
are  to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  it  is  quitft 
plain  that  these  words  must  be  re- 
considered. I  tiiink,  upon  the  whole,, 
the  better  course  is  to  report  Progxess^ 
and  let  the  matter  be  considered  tolly. 
Therefore,  having  in  view  that  the  reri 
object  of  the  Bill  may  be  carried  out,  I 
am  prepared  to  support  the  Motion  for 
reporting  Progress. 

(7.16.)  Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY : 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  perust  in 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


1096       Witnesse*  {PuhUe        {COMMONS}       Inquiries),  do.  BiU.  109S 


his  Motion.  If  I  had  any  doubt  as  to 
jthe  attitude  which  I  should  take  to- 
wards this  BiU,  that  doubt  would  be 
removed  by  the  attitude  shown  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Deptford.  The  hon. 
Member  is  interested  in  the  Bill  not 
for  Trades  Unions,  but  beoause  he 
thinks  it  oould  be  used  against  Trades 
Unions.  The  hon.  Member  will  permit 
us  to  draw  our  own  conclusions  from 
(he  observations  he  has  made. 

Mb.  darling  :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon  ;  I  used  no  such  ex- 
pression. What  I  said  was  that  I  was 
perfectly  willing  to  accept  tho  course 
suggested  of  omitting  the  sub-section 
And  substituting  notmng  instead  of  it. 

The  GHAIBMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
that  the  Question  before  the  Committee 
is  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

Mb.  HEALY:  One  of  the  most 
extraordinary  invitations  I  ever  heard 
from  those  Benches  came  from  the 
Attorney  General  a  while  a^o.  This  is 
A  clause  creating  a  new  orimmal  offence 
inisdemeanour ;  and  he  issues  an  in- 
vitation to  all  and  sundry  to  come  for- 
ward and  assist  him  to  frame  a  defini- 
tion for  this  new  criminal  offence.  Is 
that  the  way  l^slation  is  to  be  con- 
ducted in  this  House?  I  submit  the 
Government  should  know  their  own 
mind  in  this  mattor,  and  that  this 
matter  is  not  to  be  dealt  with  by 
private  Members,  but  by  tiliose  who 
Are  responsible  for  the  Cfovexiiment  of 
the  country. 

(7.20.)  Sm  HORACE  DAVEY 
<Stockton):  I  shall  support  the  Motion 
to  report  Ftc^resson  this  ground.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  sobstantial  question 
before  the  House  is  not  the  question  of 
draftsmanship,  but  it  is  the  question  of 
what  the  Government  really  mean.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
the  discussion  till  another  day,  when 
the  Government  may  be  able  to  tell  us 
— perhaps  they  might  be  able  to  put  it 
on  the  Paper  in  order  that  we  might  be 
able  to  consider  it — what  their  mean- 
ing is.  I  think,  perhaps,  the  best  sug- 
Hestion  that  has  been  made  has  been 
made  by  the  lum.  Membw  for  Dumfries, 
And  I  am  prepared  to  support  that  sug- 
gestion. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  HicksBbaoh, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  wish  to  point  out  to 
ihe  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
Mr.  Jdawice  Healy 


I  this  is  not  a  Government  Bill  at 
aU. 

Sm  HORACE  DAVEY:  Bot  the 
Government  have  taken  it  im. 

Snt  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
Not  at  all.  All  that  the  Government 
have  done,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  to 
bring  forward  this  unopposed  Bill  so  ae 
to  prevent  it  from  being  defeated.  The 
Government  have  no  re^onaibUxty 
whatever  in  the  matter. 

(7.28.)  Sm  WILLIAM  HARGOUBT: 
All  the  more  reason,  I  think,  why  the 
Government  should  agree  to  repcHi 
Progress.  It  is  quite  plain,  and  Idie 
Attmmey  General  himself  has  admitted, 
that  this  sub-section  as  it  stands  is  not 
satisfactory ;  and.  that  being  so.  the 
best  course  for  the  Government  to  take 
is  to  allow  Progress  to  be  reported, 
which  will  afifora  time  for  further  oon- 
sideration. 

(7.29.)  Mb.  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Old- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  suggest  that  instead  of 
using  the  words  su^ested  by  the 
Attorney  General  for  Sub-section  (a), 
Clause  2,  the  words  used  in  Sab- 
section  (b)  should  be  substituted,  and 
the  Sub-section  (a)  should  then  ran — 
**  any  one  who  threatens,  damniflee, 
or  injures  any  person  in  order  to 
prevent  any  person  from  appearing  or 
giving  evidence  upon  any  such  inquiry," 
thus  doing  away  with  the  necessity  for 
using  the  word  "  intimidation  "  alto- 
gether. 

Mb.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) : 
I  think  there  is  something  to 
be  said  for  the  suffiestion  made  by 
the  hon.  Membw  lor  Oldham.  The 
Report  stage  is  not  a  oonveniwit 
opportunity  for  a  discussion  on  the 
definition  of  "  intimidation,"  which  is 
essentially  a  matter  on  which  Members 
ought  to  be  able  to  speak  as  often  as 
they  think  necessary.  Therefore  I 
support  the  Motion  to  report  Progress, 
and  I  hope  the  Government  will  consent 
to  it. 

Question  put. 

(7.30.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  34;  Noes  70.— (Div.  List,  No. 
189.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  n^atived. 
Words  omitted. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'.'  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 
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(7.40.)  Me.  MAUMCE  HEALY  : 
Tlu9  Atifunwy  General  was  a^ed  whe- 
ther or  not  this  clause  would  prevent 
an  action  for  libel  if  a  witness  had  mis- 
oondocted  himself  by  uttering  libellous 
matter  when  evidence  was  given.  He 
said  that  it  would  not.  and  that  the  law 
would  not  be  altered  by  this  clause 
passing  into  law.  I  am  not  concerned 
to  preserve  actions  for  Ubel  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  but  it  would  be  desirable  to 
know  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  that  the  clause  should 
stand  as  amended,  or  whether  it  is 
their  intention  to  Ining  up  a  fresh  sub- 
section in  lieu  of  sub-section  (a)  ? 

(7.41.)  Sib  BICHARD  WEBSTER: 
The  Government  have  no  responsibilty 
in  the  matter  beyond  what  has  already 
been  stated  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  question  whe- 
ther any  sub-section  shomd  be  drawn 
up  in  substitution  for  the  Sub-section  (a) 
is  really  a  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
the  Bin  -will  work  very  well  as  the 
elaose  stands  without  the  sub-seotion  ; 
but  if  the  promoters  think  it  desirable 
to  bring  up  anything  further,  I  suppose 
they  may  do  so,  but  I  do  not  see  why 
the  responsibility  should  be  thrown 
upon  me. 

Mb.  HEALY:  I  submit  that  this 
is  a  very  unsatisfactory  way  to  leave 
this  matter  in.  Are  the  Government 
responsible  for  this  Bill  or  not  ? 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  No. 

Mb  HEALY:  Thev  are  not 
re^nsible  for  it.  Well,  wen,  who  is 
responsible  for  it?  because  it  tmques- 
tionably  makes  a  very  serious  change 
in  the  law,  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
have  some  guidance  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Are  the  Government  willing 
that  the  clause  as  it  now  stands  should 
piss  into  law,  and  that  that  should  be 
the  beginning  and  ending  of  the  matter, 
because  if,  as  I  understand,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  promoters  to  bring  up 
something  in  place  of  Sub-section  (a), 
then  the  whole  oontroversy  will  be 
revived.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  se^s  that  he  is  not 
responsible  for  the  Bill,  and  of  course 
that  is  technically  true ;  but  I  do  think 
it  is  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and 
I  ask  him,  speaking  as  be  does  in  some 


sense  for  the  Government,  whether  he 
intends  to  leave  the  clause  as  it  stands,, 
and  if  the  promotes  bring  up  any 
clause  in  substitution  for  Sub-section  (a), 
is  he  wiUing  that  It  ^ould  pass  in 
that  way  ? 

•Mb.  McLaren  :  The  difficulty  is 
that  tvro  (rf  the  hon.  Members  who 
have  ohane  of  the  Bill  are  not  here. 
T!he  hon.  Member  who  sits  b^nd  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Hayes  Fisher) 
is,  I  take  it,  in  charge  of  the  Bill, 
because  his  name  stands  second  on  the 
list ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Chester,  whose  name  stands 
first  on  the  Bill,  and  who  has  taken  all 
the  credit — perhaps  more  than  he 
deserves — for  it,  is  away.  He  is  attend- 
ing, I  suppose,  to  other  duties  in 
securing  his  own  seat  at  Chester,  and 
is  neglecting  the  Bill  which  he  ha& 
brought  before  the  House.  If  he  were 
here  ne  would  be  able  to  tell  us  what 
Amendments  he  was  willing  to  accept. 
He  has  left  the  hon.  Memberfor  Fulham 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  but  I  think  that 
during  the  course  of  this  Debate  the 
hon.  Member  has  rather  given  us  the 
impression  that  he  has  tried  to  throw 
his  responsibility  upon  the  Government. 
The  Government  equally  refuse  to 
accept  the  responsibility,  and  throw  ,it 
back  upon  goodness  knows  whom.  At 
any  rate,  this  House  is  in  the  curiooa 
position  of  having  a  Bill  discussed  of 
which  nobody  takes  charge.  The  hon. 
Member  does  not  take  any  authorita- 
tive charge  of  it,  and  he  does  not  tell 
us  what  Amendments  he  will  accept  or 
what  his  course  will  be  with  regard  to 
this  sub-section  which  has  been  omitted. 
He  agreed  to  the  omission  because  he 
did  not  challenge  any  Division.  It  is 
desirable  we  should  know  whether  he 
will  accept  an  Amendment  on  the  lines 
su^ested  by  my  hon.  Friends  below 
me  on  the  ^port  sta^,  or  whether  he 
proposes  that  the  Bill  should  ^  on 
without  any  addition  being  made  in 
place  of  Sub-section  (a)  ? 

Mb.  HAYES  FISHER:  I  am  in 
the  position  of  second  godfather  to 
this  Bill.  The  first  godfather,  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ghestw  (Mr. 
Yerburgh),  is  unfortunately  away,  but 
that  also  applies  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Hackney. 
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Mb.  McLABEN  :  No.  His  name  is 

not  on  the  Bill. 

Mb.  FISH£B  :  But  he  is  joint- 
author  of  this  Bill,  and  he  takes  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  it.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  neither  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Memberfor  Chester  nor  the  hon.  Member 
fpr  Hackney  are  here,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Crewe  will  allow  me  I  will 
take  the  responsibility  for  the  Bill.  The 
exact  position  in  which  I  find  myself  is 
this:  I  prefer  the  Bill  as  it  stands  ;  but 
rather  than  not  get  the  Bill  at  all,  I 
would  consent  to  pass  the  Bill  with  sub- 
section (a)  taken  out.  At  all  events,  we 
shfUl  secure  one  object — aamely,  that 
anyone  who  intimidates  or  punishes 
witnesses  after  they  have  given  evi- 
dence before  uiy  of  the  Committees  of 
this  House  shall  be  properly  punished, 
and  that  in  future  uiose  witnesses 
shall  be  able  to  obtidn  from  the  Courts 
of  Law  what  they  cannot  obtain  from 
this  House  adequate  compensation, 
and  we  should  also  have  provided  that 
any  witnesses  who  were  injured  be- 
oaoae  they  did  give  evidcmce  

The  CHAIBMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
The  hon.  Member  is  travelling  wide  of 
the  Question.  The  Question  is  that 
Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

*Mb.  GBEMEB  :  I  hope  my  hon. 
Friend  below  will  not  press  the  sugges- 
tion which  he  made  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  introducing  some  other 
wordsin  lieu  of  Snb-seotion  (a)  because, 
so  &r  as  we  are  conoemed,  we  BiU  in 
the  form  in  which  it  will  read  with 
Sub-section  (a)  struck  out  will, 
I  think,  in  the  main,  be  satis- 
factory to  US,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  shall  find  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  ofiering  any  further 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the 
measure.  The  primary  object  for 
which  this  Bill  is  introdooed  will  be 
met  so  far,  at  least,  as  we  are  oon- 
oemed,  if  Sub-section  (b)  is  retained  in 
the  form  in  which  it  is  in  the  BiU.  We 
had  a  few  weeJcs  ago  an  unfortunate 
man  dismissed  from  his  employment 
for  givi^  evidence  before  a  Committee 
of  this  House.  This  Bill  is  introduced 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  any  such  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  employers  or  Cor- 
porate Bodies.   It  will  be  practically 


impossible  for  employers  and  Corporate 
Bodies  to  do  any^ng  of  the  kind  in 
future,  except  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  provided  by  Snb-seotion  (a). 
Seeing  that,  the  object  of  the  promoters 
has  been  gained,  that  such  a  scandalous 
state  of  things  which  we  took  the 
opportunity  of  denouncing  can  never 
happen  again — I  hope  my  hOn.  Friend* 
will  not  further  oppose  this  Bill,  now 
that  the  Attorney  General  has  very 
wisely  given  way  and  allowed  the  sab> 
section  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  MAUBICE  HEALY:  I  can 
assure  my  hon.  Friend  that  we  have  not 
the  smallest  desire  that  any  words 
shall  be  substituted  for  the  words 
struck  out.  All  that  I  desired  to  do 
was  to  point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
danger  to  which  I  think  we  were  sab* 
jeoted — ^namely,  that  on  the  next  stage 
of  this  Bill,  when  we  should  have  no 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter, 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  might  put  in 
words  in  substitution  for  the  words  that 
have  been  struck  out.  I  think*  that,  be< 
fore  we  come  to  the  next  stage,  we 
should  have  some  security  that  they 
would  not  take  any  course  of  that 
kind. 

Mb.  FISHBB:  I  agree  to  that. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
OanseS. 

Mb.  WABMINGTON  (Monmouth- 
shire, W.):  I  wish  to  know  when 
the  objection  mentioned  in  Glaose  3 
is  to  be  taken  ?  Most  that  objection 
be  taken  before  the  case  is  heard  by 
the  Magistrate,  or  will  it  be  sufficient 
if  it  is  taken  after  the  case  is  heard 
by  the  Magistrate  ? 

Sib  BICHABD  WEBSTEB  :  Evi- 
dence will  be  given  establishing  a  prima 
fMie  case,  and  the  Magistrate  will  ask 
the  accused,  "Do  you  desire  me  to 
deal  with  the  case  summarily,  or  do 
you  wish  to  go  before  the  Session  ?" 
I  think  that  is  the  stage  at  wbidi 
objection  should  be  taken. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  4  to  7  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
ocuuidered  To-morrow. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AHBNDlfSNT 

BILU— (No.  224.) 

oolUtiTTBB.   [Progress  20th  May.'\ 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Glauses  1  to  3  agreed  to. 
Clause  4. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albebt  Bollit 
(Islington*  S.)  the  following  Amend- 
ments were  agreed  to: — ^Page  3,  line 
18,  leave  out  "district,"  and  insert 
*'  rural  sanitary  district ; "  line  19, 
after  "  district,"  insert  "  and  a  rural 
sanitary  district ; "  line  20,  after  "Acts," 
insert — 

"And  'diitriot'  meaoa  the  diafcrict  of  an 
urbu  Banitary  authority  or  of  a  rural  suitary 
authority,  as  the  case  may  require ; " 

line  27,  leave  out  **  the  expression,'-' 
and  insert  "  words  referring  to  ;  "  line. 
37,  leave  out  "  includes,"  and  insert 
"shall  be  construed  as  including;" 
line  39,  leave  out  from  "  and  words," 
to, "  accordingly,"  in  line  31  inclusive. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

GUuse  5. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
line  33,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  keroed." 
—{Sir  Albert  Bollit.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  korbed  *  stuid  part  of  the  Clause." 

Dr.  TANNER :  I  think  we  should 
have  Rome  explanation  of  this  Amend- 
ment. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
<JOVEBNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
RiTCHiE.Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Geoive's) : 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  look  at  CSauae 
4,  the  last  section  says  the  expression 
**  paving,"  Sua',,  includes  "  kerbing." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Ai:«bbbt  Bollxi* 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to :— Pa^e  2,  line  38,  leave  out "  kerb ; " 
page  3,  line  11,  leave  out  "estimates," 
and  insert  "estimate;"  lines  11  and 
12,  leave  out  "  apportionments,"*  and 
insert  "apportionment." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  6  and  7  agreed  to. 
Clauses. 

-Sm  ALBERT  ROLUT:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  6,  line  6,  to  leave  out 


Sub-section  i[2).  I  promised  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Tomlinson)  to 
assent  to  this  Amendment,  and  I  am 
bound  to  do  so.  - . 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
6,  leave  out  Sub-section  (3). — {^ir  AiJbert 
Bollit.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-seo- 
tion  (2)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mb.  STOREY  (Sunderland) :  I  hope, 
nevertheless,  the  Amendment  will  not 
be  accepted.  It  is  not  the  practice 
now. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  9. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Page  5,  line  28,  at  end  add  "  access  to  whicli 
is  obtained  from  the  street  through  a  ooart^ 
guw^  MT  otiierwise,  and."— (Air  Albert 

Amendment,  by  leave,  v  itbdrawn. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  17,  indosive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  18. 

Mb.  STOREY:  I  object  to  this 
clause  of  the  Bill,  and  move  as  Amend* 
ment  to  omit  the  words  from  "pro- 
vided "  to  the  end  of  the  clause. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Sib  albert  BOLLIT :  I  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  19  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  wish  to  move  an 
Amendment  which  is  not  on  the  Paper 
— namely,  to  strike  out  in  line  33,  the 
words  "  in  the  execution  of  other  private 
street  works  or,"  and  add  at  the  erd  of 
the  clause — 

"  If  there  is  no  such  loan  outstanding  then 
in  any  anoh  manner  as  shall  bs  sanctioMd  1^ 

the  Local  Board." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  31. 

On  the  Motion  of  SirFBUtcis  Powell 
(Wigan)  the  following  AmendmeatB 
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were  agreed  to : — ^Page  8,  line  36,  after 
"  railway,"  insert  "  or  oanal "  ;  line 
41,  after  "station,"  insert  "towing- 
path";  line  41,  after  "no,"  insert 
"direct." 

On  the  Motion  of  Sir  Albebt 
RoLLXT  the  following  Amendments 
were  agreed  to : — 

Page  9,  line  4,  Iwve  out  from  "  other,"  to 
''steeet,"  in  line  6,  inotosive,  and  iiuert 
"  owners  " :  line  11,  leave  ont  from  other," 
to  "  streeb  in  Une  12,  inoIuBive,  and  insert 
■*  ownen  tar  ttie  time  being  of  the  i^remiBes 
inetoded  in  tin  ^iportionment." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Clause,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  STOKEY  :  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  upon  what  principle  a  clause 
like  this  should  be  placed  in  the  Bill  ? 
The  proposal  in  it  is  that  Bailway 
Companies  shall  be  treated  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner  to  other  owners  of  pro- 
perty, and  that  when  the  railways 
abut  on  but  not  communicate  with 
streets,  the  companies  are  not  to  be 
ohai^d  with  the  cost  of  flagging  and 
paving  the  street.  I  submit  that  this 
would  be  a  most  inequitable  arrange- 
ment, and  that  Bailway  Companies 
should  not  be  treated  in  this  excep- 
tional manner.  I  shall,  therefore,  move 
tiiat  the  clause  be  omitted. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Clause  be  omitted." 
—(Mr.  Storey.) 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  This  sub- 
ject has  been  discussed  on  several 
occasions  b^  the  House,  and  I  beheve 
the  clause  is  one  which  is  invariably  in- 
serted in  local  Bills  dealing  with  such 
matters. 

Mb.  STOREY  :  Not  always. 

8m  ALBEBT  BOLLIT :  Frequently, 
if  not  invariably.  I  hope,  tlierefore, 
that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  it. 

Mb.  STOREY :  The  clause  is  not 
in  any  local  Act,  to  my  knowledge. 

SibFBANCISPOWELL  :  One  ofthe 
objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  prevent  the 
injustice  complained  of  by  the  hon. 
Member.  It  has  been  accepted  on 
other  occasions,  and  I  hope  that  the 
clause  as  it  has  been  drawn  will  be 
supported. 


(8.12.)  Mb.  RITCHIE  :  The  hon. 
Member  will  understand  that  I  am 
not  responsible  for  the  clause  as  it  has 
been  drawn ;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
feel  that  this  is  an  extremely  good  and 
useful  measure,  and  one  that  is  much 
desired.  My  sympathies,  I  must  say, 
do  not  go  vrith  exceptions,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  further  time  to 
consider  this  clause.  I  would  there- 
fore suggest  that  it  should  now  be 
omitted/ 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  am  quite 
willing  to  agree  to  that. 

Mb.  STOREY :  I  would  beg  leave 
to  say  that  I  entirely  dissent  mm  the 
statement  that  it  is  the  oonimon 
practice  to  introduce  such  a  clause  a» 
this.  If  the  clause  is  not  left  out  now 
I  shall  object  to  it  on  the  Beport 
stage. 

Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  22. 

On  Motion  of  Su:  Albert  Rolltt 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to : — Page  9,  line  18,  after  "  authority," 
insert  "  and  a  rural  sanitary  authority 
respectively  "  ;  line  20,  alter  "  tiiem,'" 
insert  "  respectively." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  23  agreed  to. 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  2,  after  Clause  3,  to 
insert  the  following  Clause : — 

(Local  Goremment  Board  may  extend  Alt  to 
rural  districts.) 
"  Tbe  Local  Goreroment  Board  may  declare 
that  tbe  proviBions  contained  in  this  Act  shall  be 
in  force  in  any  rural  sanitary  diatriet,  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  may  invest  a  rural  sanitary 
authority  with  the  powers,  rights,  duties, 
capacities,  liabilities,  and  obligations  whidt 
an  urban  authority  may  acquire  by  adoptiim 
of  tiiia  Aet,  in  like  manner  and  subject  to  ttie 
same  provisions  as  they  are  enaUed  to  iuTeat 
rural  sanitary  antlioriQeB  with  the  powers  of 
nrban  sanitary  authorities  under  the  provlrioiis. 
of  sectioQ  two  hundred  and  seranW-^  of 
'The  PubUc  Health  Act,  1876.'" 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  a 

first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed. "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a 

second  time." 

Mb.  STOREY:  Can  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  tell  us 
whether  the  effect  of  this  would  be  that 
the  rural  districts  would  beoome  urban 
districts? 
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Mr.  RITCHIE :  They  are  prac- 
tically small  urban  authorities. 

Mr.  STOREY:  Do  they  become 
urban  districts  ? 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  If  the  aggregation 
of  houses  were  sufficient  to  justify  it 
they  would. 

Mr.  STOBET  :  Tou  confer  on  them 
special  urban  powers,  but  not  full 
powers? 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  We  confer  upon 
them  ordinary  urban  powers. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  f^eed  to,  and  ordered  to 
stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Sis  ALBERT  BOLLIT :  I  beg  to 
nlove,  in  page  9,  after  Clause  23,  to 
insert  the  following  Clauses : — 

(Gertun  SeoUons  of  Public  Health  Acts  not 
to  apply.) 

''Sections  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  one  handred  and 
fittv  two  of  '  The  Pablie  Health  Act,  1675,' 
riuul  not  apply  io  any  district  in  which  this 
Act  has  been  adopted,  and  where  Part  III.  of 
*  The  PabUo  Health  Acta  Amendment  Act, 
1.90,'  is  adopted,  section  forty-one  of  that 
Act  shall  not  apply.'  " 

(For  protection  of  Conservators  of  the  River 
Thames.) 

"  This  Act  shall  not  extend  to  prejudice  or 
derogate  from  the  estates,  rights,  and 
wiTUeges  of  the  eonsenrators  of  the  River 
Thames,  or  render  them  liable  to  any  charges 
or  payments." 

This  is  a  new  clause,  such  as  that  which 
deals  with  the  same  matter  under  the 
Act  of  1875.  It  is  a  general  saving 
clause,  to  which  I  think  no  objection 
can  be  taken. 

Clause  brought  ap,  and  read  a  first 

time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  think  there  should 
be  some  Amendment.  The  clause 
proposes  to  relieve  the  conservators  of 
charges  or  payments.  I  would  {Hx>pose 
that  words  should  be  added,  so  that  it 
should  read : — 

**TUb  Aot  shall  not  extend  to  prejadice  or 
derogate  from  the  estates,  ri^ts,  and  privi- 
legee  of  the  Consenrators  of  the  ItiTer  Thames, 
or  render  them  liaUe  to  ebaf;gea  or  payments 
in  respect  of  any  of  thslrwotks  on  tneahoreof 
Um  River  Thames." 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

VOL.  V.       [foubth  bbbibb.] 


Clause,  as  amended,  afrreed  to,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Friday. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  LAW  CONSOLIDA- 
TION (re-eommitted)  BILL.— (Na  U3.) 
COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 
Clause  3. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Francis  Poweli, 
(Wigan)  (for  Sir  John  Lubbock,  London 
University)  the  following  Amendments 
were  agreed  to : — Page  3,  line  3,  leave 
out  "  sanitary " ;  line  4,  leave  out 
"  sanitary." ' 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  4  and  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Francis  Poweu^ 

(for  Sii-  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendment  was  sgreed  to  : — Page  3, 
line  32,  after  "  years,"  insert  "  ixom  the 
date  when  the  office  became  vacant." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  7  to  11,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbamcib  Powsll 
(for  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 

Amendments  were  agreed  to : — Page  5, 
lines  34  and  35,  leave  out  "  or  a  suffi- 
cient part  thereof"  ;  line  36,  leave  out 
"  and  any  surplus  remaining,"  and  in- 
sert "  or." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  13  and  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbahcib  Powbll 
(for  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendments  were  agreed  to  : — Page  6, 
line  42,  leave  out  "sanitary  " ;  page  7, 
line  4,  leave  out  "sanitary,"  and  inswt 
"  urban." 

Clause,  aa  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  16. 

Mb.  CRAIG  (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) 
(for  Mr.  Bbunneb,  Cheshire,  North- 
wich) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  the  absence  of 
my  hoQ.  Friend,  the  following  Amend- 
ment:— 

Pwe  7,  Une  19,  at  endj  add, "  and  in  cue  of 
indUut^,  objeotioD,  or  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
goTeniiog  body  to  enter  into  such  agreement, 
Hie  Charity  CommiSBionerB  may,  it  they  think 
fit,  beobme  party  to  the  agreement  on  behalf  ot 
the  governing  body." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Feancis  Powell 
ffor  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to : — Page  7, 
line  20,  after  **  apply/'  insert  "  wi^  the 
necessary  modifications." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  17  and  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbancis  Powell 
(for  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to : — Page  9, 
line  7,  leave  oot  *'  sanitary." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  20. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbancis  Powsll 
(for  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amwdment  was  agreed  to : — Page  19, 
line  18,  leave  out  "  sanitary." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  21  to  24,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  25. 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  move  to 
omit  Sub-seotion  (1),  which  is  inconse- 
quential in  view  of  the  new  clause 
which  stands  in  my  name  to  the 
effect  that  there  shall  be  no  exception 
to  the  powers  given  in  any  local  Act. 
This  sub-section  has  the  same  object  in 
less  adequate  words. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  omit  Sub* 
section  {l).—{Sir  Albert  BollU). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clanse  26. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbancis  Powell 
the  foUowing  Amendment  was  agreed 
to : — ^Page  12,  lines  8  and  9,  leave  out 
'*  or  emniled  as  burgesses." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clame  37  agreed  to. 


Clause  28. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbancis  Pow£xa> 
^for  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendment  was  thread  to : — Page  12, 
line  31,  after  "England,"  insert  "  and 
Wales." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Snt  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  beg  to 
move  the  following  new  clause : — 

(Saving  aa  to  Local  Aots.) 
"  Nothing  in  this  Act  Bball  be  deemed  to 
limit,  or  to  reduce  or  alter  the  limit  of  any  rale 
whicn  any  library  anthority  is  autbomed  to 
levy  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  local  Aet." 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  a  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Mb.  STOREY:  I  should  have  thought 
that,  when  making  this  beneficial  im- 
provement in  the  mw.  advantage  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  opportunity  to 
consider  the  case  of  municipal  boroughs 
which  are  now  limited  to  the  whole 
area  for  one  penny  in  the  pound, 
whereas  outside  there  may  be  five  or 
six  urban  districts  each  levying  its  half- 
penny for  the  whole  district. 

SibFRANCISPOWELL:  The  penny 
limit  should  be  raised  to  twopence,  and 
I  hope  next  year  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  this  Bill,  and  to  induce  the 
House  to  go  in  for  a  twopenny  rate. 
That  rate  has  been  gnmted  to  a  certain 
number  of  towns,  a  number  which  I 
hope  will  be  increased. 

Mb.  STOREY:  The  hon.  Member 
should  know  that  now  is  the  accepted 
time,  and  that  next  Session  we  may, 
for  ulterior  purposes,  block  his  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the 
Bin. 

Schedule  1. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbancis  Powell 
ffor  Sir  John  Lubbock)  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to : — ^Page  16, 
line  It  at  end,  insert  the." 

Sib  FRANCIS  POWELL  (for  Sir 
John  Lubbock)  :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
15,  Une  2,   after   "pikers,"  inaert 

"  respectively." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  wovd 
'  reqaeotiTely '  be  there  inserted." 
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Mb.  STOBEY  :  I  think  it  very  un- 
{brtonata  that  in  a  Bill  which  is  bo 
great  an  improvement  as  this,  the  old, 
worn-out  mode  of  voting  by  j^per 
should  have  been  reproduced.  There 
is  no  compulsion  on  them  to 
adopt  that  form,  which  in-  many 
districts  will  be  extremely  unfortunate, 
because  there  will  be  influences  at 
work  which  will  prevent  an  ordinary 
workman  from  giving  his  vote,  and  so 
the  acceptance  of  the  Act  will  be 
prevented. 

Sm  FRANCIS  POWELL  :  The 
Committee  refused  the  clause  which  I 
(frew  up  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Storey)  ;  and  1 
greatly  regret  that  this  Act  uiould  pass 
with  uie  old,  obsolete,  and  cumbersome 
form  adopted.  I  hope  next  year  to 
introduce  a  Bill  containing  the  more 
modem  and  useful  form  of  voting,  and 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  support 
me. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedule  2  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
eonsidered  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY— CrVIL   SERVICES,  169^ 

Resolutions  [13th  June]  reported. 
Class  I. 

» That  a  lam,  not  exceeding  £162,106,  be 
gnnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  oomplete  the  Btun 
aeoeuary  to  defray  this  Charge  which  will 
oome  in  course  of  payment  darios  the  year 
coding  on  the  Slst  oay  of  March,  IwS,  for  the 
Ereotaon,  Repairs,  ana  Haintenanoe  of  Pablie 
Buildings  in  Ireland,  for  the  Maintenance  of 
«ertwn  Parks  and  Poldie  Works,  and  for 
Drainage  Works  on  the  ffinra  Shannon  and 
Snefc." 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  wish  to 
inquire  as  to  the  costs  arising  in  the 
«ase  of  Ryan  against  the  Guardians  of 
the  Gavan  Union.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury told  me  some  time  ago  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  give  a  final  answer 
AS  to  the  decision  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  matter.  I  want  to  know  if  the 
Treasury  have  come  to  any  decision, 
And  whether  that  decision  can  be  now 
communicated  to  the  House  ? 

The  BBGRETART  to  tbs  TEIEA- 
SURY  (Sbr  John  Oobst,  Chatham) :  I 
think  I  explained  to  the  hon.  Member 
some  time  ago  that  the  case  could  not 
he  decided. 


Mb.  KNOX  :  I  think  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  tmdertook  to  see  whether' 
there  was  any  real  reason  why  a' 
decision  in  the  case  should  not  bo' 
made. 

*BxB  JOHN  GORST :  I  did  under- 
take to  make  inquudes  to  satisfy 
myself  that  the  reasons  for  delay  were^ 
valid.     I  also  said  if  there  was  ref»on ' 
to  press  for  a  decision  I  would  urge 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  come 
to  an  immediate  decision  as  to  what 
they  would  recommend.   I  did  make' 
inquiries,  and  satisfied  myself  that  the 
reasons  they  give  for  delaying  the 
decision  were  valid. 

Mb.  KNOX  :  What  were  they? 
*SiB  JOHN  GORST :  I  cannot  state 
the  reasons.    When  I  ww  them  I 
thought  they  were  valid— -to  me  they 
appeared  sound. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (BeKast,  W.) :  The 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
acquainted  himself  with  the  reasons 
alleged  by  the  Local  Government 
Board;  and  althotigh  that  happened 
on  a  recent  date,  and  he  considered 
them  satisfactory,  they  made  no  such 
permanent  impression  on  the  mind  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  enable 
him  to  give  us  the  least  idea  of  what 
the  reasons  were. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon.  I  said  they  were 
reasons  which  I  did  no^  think  it 
desirable  to  give. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  We  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he  had 
no  clear  idea  of  what  the  reasons  were.. 
If  he  has,  theh'  we  must  press  him  for- 
further  reasons.  It  is  a  case  where' 
the  Board  of  Guardiuis  consider  them- 
selves  entitled  to  the  heavy  costs  of  a 
suit  whidi  wu  due  to  the  action  ol  m 
Government  Inspector.  The  Inspector 
forced  upon  the  Guardians  a  certain 
course,  which  course  resulted  in  the 
Guardians  being  mulcted  in  costs. 
They  come  forward  now,  and  we  plead 
for  them  that  they  are  entitled  to  be 
relieved  of  these  costs  by  the  Treasury. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  that 
manner  which  distinguishes  him,  has 
given  three  or  four  answers  on  the 
subject  which  have  not  enabled  ns  to 
come  to  any  conclusion  whatever.  H« 
has  suggested  that  there  is  a  seed 
rate  owing  by  Uiis  Union ;  but  it  is  hard 
to  see  why  a  rate  to  be^paid  at.Bome 
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fatare  date  should  govern  altogether 
the  separate  qnestioa  as  to  whether 
costs   inonrrea   by  the  Qnardians 

through  the  advice  of  an  officer  for 
whom  the  Treasury  is  responsible 
should  not  be  settled  now,  without 
reference  to  what  the  Union  may 
have  to  pay  in  August  next,  and  upon 
ftnotber  acoonnt.  I  have  asked  the 
xiB^t  hon.  Gtentleman  more  than  once 
whether,  in  case  the  Guardians  pay 
this  seed   rate  in  August  next,  this 

aaeBtion  of  costs  would  be  settled  ;  and 
'  there  were  frankness  and  sincerity 
in  the  conduct  of  the  case,  he  wouU 
give  us  a  contingent  assurance  that  if 
the  rate  were  paid  in  August  next,  and 
therefore  if  the  only  reason  suggested 
for  delaying  the  termination  of  the 
question  were  settled,  that  legal  costs 
would  also  be  settled.  If  this  assur- 
ance is  not  given,  I  can  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  endeavouring  to  get 
rid  of  Parliament  and  the  Session,  and 
that  when  the  Guardians  pay  the  seed 
rate  it  will  be  found  that  the  engage- 
ments made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man have  been  mere  words,  and  that 
there  is  no  satisfaction  to  be  given  by 
the  Treasury  in  regard  to  the  costs. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Resolution  2  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 
Besolution  3  agreed  to. 

4.  '*  That  a  sum,  not  ezeeedine  £29,060,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  aom 
neoeMary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
oome  in  coarse  of  payment  duringthe  year 
•ndiu  on  the  31st  oqr  of  March,  1&3,  for  the 
fialaites  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  hard  Ueatenant  in 
Dublin  and  London,  and  Bubwdinate  Deparfe- 
nenta." 

Besolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  also  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  no  doubt  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  cognisant 
of  the  affairs  relating  to  Boturds  of 
Gxuffdians,  and  |)robably  oould  inter- 
fere and  advise  in  this  case.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  advising  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  John  Gorst)  to  be 
sufficiently  courteous  to  come  to  the 
Table  and  give  a  further  explanation 
with  re^rd  to  this  question.  If  he 
does  not,  we  shall  have  to  take  such 

3fr.  Sexton 


steps  as  will  secure  the  return  to  the 
House  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  ask  him  to  use 

his  influence  with  the  Treasury.  The 
Guardians  have  paid  all  the  seed  rates 
up  to  the  present  moment ;  but,  by 
some  reasoning  which  is  absolutely 
bewildering,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
refuses  to  give  any  reply  on  a  past 
transaction,  whether  or  not  the  Trea- 
sury will  pay  legal  costs  for  which  the 
Guardians  are  not  morally  responsible, 
and  mixes  up  with  it  a  further  question 
as  to  whethw  the  Guardians  will  pay 
to  the  Treasury  money  which  they  do 
not  owe  now,  Irat  which  they  will  owv 
in  August  next.  I  see  no  connection 
between  the  two  transactions.  I  do 
not  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  his  somewhat  discourteous 
silence ;  but  these  tactics  of  evasion 
will  not  succeed  with  us.  As  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  now  come  into  the  House, 
I  ask  that  the  two  questions  should  be 
^parated  and  dealt  with  on  their  own 
merits,  or  a  contingent  assurance  be 
made  that  if  the  Guardians  pay  their 
seed  rate  for  August  next  the  Treasury 
will  then  liquidate  these  costs. 

Mr.  KNOX:  I  first  mooted  this 
matter  rather  more  than  a  year  ago, 
and  since  then  I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing  to  get  a  definite  answer  from  some- 
body. I  asked  a  question  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  who  met  me  with  hia 
usual  courtesy.  His  reply  by  letter 
was  that  the  matter  was  one  with 
which  the  Iri^  Office  had  no  power  to 
deal,  because  they  had  no  fun^  at 
their  disposal  which  they  could  devote 
to  the  purpose.  He  added  that  he  was 
far  from  saying  that  it  was  not  a  case 
which  the  Treasury  should  consider. 
While  I  was  obliged  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  courtesy,  I  submit 
that  the  Irish  Office,  although  they 
had  no  money,  might  have  gone  so  tuc 
as  to  recommend  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide the  money.  The  £acts  were  these : 
Under  the  Seed  Potatoes  Act  the 
Guardians  were  bound  not  to  acc^ 
any  potatoes  which  had  not  been 
previously  inspected  and  approved 
by  the  Inspector  appointed  by  the 
Land  Commission.  In  this  case 
the  Guardians  ordered  potatoes  in  the 
ordinary  course,  and  everything  was 
approved  by  the  officials  of  the  Land 
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OoDuniasioii.  The  potatoes  wete  de- 
livered and  the  Gnaraians  thought  they 
^rere  good  enongh ;  but  as  the  Inspector 
■of  the  Land  Commission  refused  to 
■allow  them  to  accept  these  potatoes, 
they  refused  to  accept  them.  The  oon- 
eeqnence  was  that  the  vendor  of  the 
potatoes  brought  an  aotion,  and  that  the 
verdict  was  against  the  Board  of 
Guardians ;  who  have  paid  the  money. 
This  misfortune  was  brought  upon 
them  by  obedience  to  the  law  and  to 
4Jie  ruling  o{  an  executive  officer.  The 
<3uardians  of  the  Enniakil^  Union  took 
the  wiser  course  of  refusing  to  obey  the 
Inspeetor,  and  they  heard  nothing  more 
•of  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
fuses to  give  any  answers  for  certain 
reasons  of  State.  I  find  that  the  seed 
rate  is  being  duly  collected,  and, 
although  not  completed,  is  in  a  very  ad- 
vanced state.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  whole  sum  due  to  the  Government 
will  be  paid  in  August  when  due.  The 
"Cavan  Board  of  Guardians  have  never 
Tensed  to  meet  their  ohUgations,  and  I 
■flnbaait  it  is  nnfoir  to  covertly  charge 
them  with  intention  not  to  perform 
■their  legal  obligations  in  this  matter. 
The  ease,  I  contend,  is  one  requiring  a 
■definite  answer. 

•Sib  JOHN  60BST :  That  I  did  not 
answer  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
'Belfast  was  not  due  to  discourtesy  on 
my  part.  The  Bules  prevented  me 
makmg  a  second  speech,  and  I  did  not 
Yeel  justified  in  asking  the  indulgence 
of  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  for 
'Wetft  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gavan  (Mr,  Knox)  have 
hoth  sketched  their  view  of  what  the 
«ase  is ;  and  on  the  assumption  that  the 
fahcts  are  actually  as  stated  by  them 
I  would  vndertake  at  once  that  the  costs 
of  the  Cavan  Guardians  should  be  re- 
dmbursed.  Bat  my  information  is  that 
the  tacts  are  not  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
!Members.  It  is  stated  that  these 
•gentlemen  were  practically  coerced  by 
the  Inspector  into  refusing  the  potatoes 
and  into  entering  the  action.  That  is 
not  consonant  with  the  fact  as  repre- 
sented to  me  by  the  officials  in  Ireland. 

Ma.  KNOX:  WiU  the  right  hon. 
^Gentleman  say  what  particolar  state- 
iments  are  inoorreot? 

''Sa  JOHN  GOBST:  I  cannot  do 


Mb.  ENOX:  The  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  makes  a  charge  against  me. 

•SiK  JOHN  GOBST :  I  have  brought 
no  charge  against  the  lum.  Member. 
I  merely  said  the  facts  were  not  as 
stated  by  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  did 
not  make  oat  'so  strong  a  case 
for  the  Gavan  Guardians.  If  the 
facts  are  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member,  the  Cavan  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  a  moral  right  to  be  repaid. 
The  hon.  Member  asked  me  to  per- 
sonally inquire  into  this  matter,  and  I 
did  so.  I  daresay  the  decision  I  came 
to  was  wrong — at  least,  no  doubt  the 
hon.  Member  thinks  so ;  but  if  he  were 
afraid  of  my  deeuion,  why  did  he  ask 
me  to  make  a  personal  inquiry?  The 
decision  I  came  to  was  that  the  reasons 
given  by  the  Loeal  Government  Board 
were  adequate  and  sufficient.  The  hon. 
Member  asks  what  they  are ;  bat  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  tell  him.  I 
can  only  say  I  have  done  the  best 
I  could  in  the  matter,  and  that  I 
feel  I  came  to  a  right  conclusion.  If 
we  were  to  talk  about  this  question 
another  hour  or  two  I  do  not  tnink  we 
could  do  any  good,  and  I  therefore 
surest  that  hon.  Members  should  allow 
it  to  drop. 

(9.3.)  Mb.  MAUBICE  HBALY 
(Cork) :  I  think  an  official  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman— 
althou^  perhaps  he  does  not  expect  to 
hold  that  position  long— might  en- 
deavour to  give  hon.  Members  some 
satisfaction  when,  on  behalf  of  their 
constituencies,  they  lay  a  case  of  this 
kind  before  the  House.  I  cannot  con* 
ceive  of  an^hing  more  anfair  than  the 
way  in  which  he  has  dealt  with  this 
matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made  a  sort  of  State  secret  of  this 
question  as  to  whether  the  costs  of  the 
Cavan  Guardians  in  this  case  should  be 
remitted  to  them  or  not.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  has  told  us  that  if  we 
discussed  this  question  for  anothor  hoar 
it  will  not  do  us  the  smaUest  good.  I 
am  f^aid  that  is  an  invitation  to  dis- 
cuss it,  and  I  think  we  should  not  be 
doing  our  duty  if  we  listened  to  the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
did  not  endeavour  to  extort  from  the 
Treasury  some  more  satisfactory 
answer.  It  has  been  said  that  my  hon, 
fiend's  facts  are  all  wrong. 
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.  Snt  JOHN  GOBST:  What  I  eaid 
was  lihat  the  faots,  as  represented  to 
me  by  the  officials  in  Ireland,  differed 
from  those  put  forward  by  the  hon. 
-Member. 

Mb.  HKALY  :  If  that  is  so,  sorely 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemui  must  expect 
that  we  should  ask  him  in  what  respect 
the  version  of  facts  communicated  by  the 
Irish  officials  differs  from  those  given 
to  the  House  by  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
If  this  was  the  first  occasion  on 
which  this  question  had  been  raised 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  plead 
that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  an 
answer,  but  over  and  over  again  this 
jDasB  has  been  brought  to  his  notice.  In 
l&oe  of  the  detailed  narration  of  the 
}aota  by  my  hon.  Friend,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  it  is  enough  to  get  up 
and  say  to  him,  "  I  leam  from  the  Loccd 
Government  Board  in  Ireland  that  your 
-facts  are  wrong,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
say  in  what  respect  they  are  wrong." 
In  what  particular,  I  shomd  like  to  ask, 
-does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  impeach 
.the  acouracy  of  the  statement  of  my 
hon.  Friend  ?  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know. 
And  I  will  take  this  opportunity  of 
.poinUi^  out  the  inconsistency  of  the 
position  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  contends  that  our  version  of  the 
facts  are  wrong;  but  he  says  that  if  the 
rate  is  paid  the  Treasury  will  in  twelve 
months  re-imburse  the  money. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  No ;  he  did  not  say 
that. 

•  Mb.  HEALT:  At  any  rate,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  would 
jionsider  it  with  that  object.  How  is  a 
promise  of  that  kind  consistent  with 
the  allegations  that  the  facts  of  my  hon. 
Friend  are  incorrect  ?  If  the  statement 
made  by  him  is  erroneous  now,  it  will 
be  equally  erroneous  in  twelve  months' 
time.  J  must  say  that  in  my  ex- 
perience in  this  House  I  do  not  re- 
collect a  more  xmsatisfactory  reply  than 
that  which  has  been  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  gets  up  and  says, 
"  The  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  asked  me 
to  look  into  this  matter  personally,  and 
I  went  over  to  the  Ijooal  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  and  investigated 
iihis  trumpery  questipn.  I  devoted 
loy  great  mind  to  it.  and  I  came 
t»  a  certain  conclusion.  Here  ia  my 
Donclusion,  and  you  may  take  it  or 


leave  it,  but  I  am  not  going  to  g^vft 
any  reasons  for  it."  I  say  that 
that  is  an  unsatisfactory  course  to  take» 
and  it  is  an  invitation  to  us  to  resist 
the  passage  of  this  Vote  in  order  to 
mark  our  sense  of  the  unfair  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
treated  this  matter.  I  beg  to  mova 
that  this  Vote  be  reduced  by  £300. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  oat 
"X29,060,"  and  insert  "£28,860."— 
(Mr.  Maurice  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That '  £39.060/ 
stand  part  of  theBesolution." 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  should  like  to  sub- 
mit the  question  whether  the  treatment 
of  the  Irish  Members  on  thispointbyth& 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  beea 
either  respectful  or  according  to  the 
usages  of  this  House.  I  maintaia  that 
we  are  entitled  to  an  answer.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  takes  credit  to 
himself  that  in  his  high  position  he 
condescended  to  inquire  personally  into 
this  question;  but  no  matter  what  may 
be  the  position  of  a  public  official,  the 
value  of  his  intervention  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  its  results,  and,  judging  the 
matter  from  that  point  of  view,  we 
should  have  been  just  as  well  off  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  gone  into- 
the  matter  at  all.  I  wonder  if  there  is- 
any  Member  of  this  House  who  cui  re- 
call to  mind  any  case  in  which  a 
Member  of  a  Government,  in  r^y  ta 
a  chaUenge  such  as  has  been  nubde  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to-ni^t,. 
has  stated  that  he  refused  to  disoTose- 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to> 
deal  i^ith  a  matter  Uke  this  in: 
a  particular  manner?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  complain,  has- 
been  most  curt  in  the  way  he- 
has  answered  us  upon  the  subject,  and 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  whether  he  ooncura- 
with  uieSe(»«tary  to  the  Tknasnsy  that 
the  reasons  we  ask  to  be  disclosed 
should  be  withheld  from  the  Hovse? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Madden) 
is  in  his  place,  and  I  presume  be 
knows  that,  according  to  the  practice  ot 
the  Land  Commissioners,  an  Injector 
is  appointed  for  such  a  function  as  haa 
been  referred  to.  The  potatoes  were 
r^ected  by  the  Inspector,  and  apon  his 
aorioQ  an  Mtiop.  was  entwrad  and  % 
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verdiot  retorned  a^nst  the  Gavan 
Goardians.  These  are  the  essential  facts, 
and  there  is  nothing  material  to  be  added 
to  them.  The  Guardians  were,  upon 
the  advice  of  this  Inspector,  driven  into 
a  l^al  liability  which  resulted  in  a 
heavy  penaltv,  and  they  ask  that  tha^ 
penalty  shall  be  borne  by  those  re- 
nmnsible  for  it — that  is  to  say,  the 
^^asury.  I  appeal  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  to  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  to  say  if  in  the  material 
partictdars  which  have  been  laid  bcHfore 
the  House  there  is  anything  incorrect, 
and  also  whether  in  the  event  of  tJie 
Guardians  in  August  next  discharging 
their  engagements  to  the  Treasury  the 
Treasury  will  be  prepared  to  meet  them 
on  this  question  ? 

*Seb  JOHN  GORST:  I  am  very 
sorry  if  the  attitude  I  have  taken  in 
this  matter  has  hurt  the  feelings  of  the 
hon.  Member.  I  can  assure  him  that 
I  had  no  intention  of  being  at  all  dis- 
respectful to  Irish  Members.  The 
hon.  Member  has  said  that  it  was  the 
action  of  the  Government  Inspector 
which  induced  the  Gavan  Boiurd  of 
Guardians  to  reject  these  potatoes  ; 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  were 
compelled  by  law,  on  the  representation 
of  the  Government  Inspector,  to  reject 
the  potatoes  ;  and  that,  in  consequence 
of  their  obedience  to  the  law,  they  were 
exposed  to  an  action  for  damages  and 
mulcted  in  costs.  That,  I  am  bound 
to  confess,  is  a  very  much  fuller  and 
more  precise  statement  thui  has  ever 
been  udd  before  me  before,  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  wish  to  impugn  the 
accuracy  of  it.  Hitherto  I  have  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  to  ask  the 
Treasur}'  to  return  to  the  Gavan 
Guardians  the  amount  of  these  costs 
as  a  matter  of  grace,  and  not  as  some- 
thing to  which  they  bad  any  moral  or 
legal  claim.  But,  as  I  now  understand 
the  matter  differently,  I  will  again 
inquire  into  it ;  and  if  I  find  the 
tacts  to  be  as  they  have  been  repre- 
sented to  this  House,  these  costs  uifldl 
be  returned  without  delay. 

Mr.  KNOX :  Of  course  I  have  no 
desire  to  impeach  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  that  these  facts 
have  not  been  brought  to  his  attention 
until  now.  I  would  point  out,  how- 
•rer,  that  they  have  been  reiterated  in 
tins  House  time  aftw  time*  and  that 


they  were  also  stated  in  a  Memorial 
presented  to  the  Treasury  by  the  Gavan 

Guardians  six  months  ago.  However, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  agreed 
that  if  these  facts  are  found  by  him  to 
be  correct,  he  will  refund  the  money, 
I  will  accept  bis  undertaking,  and  ask 
my  hon.  Fnend  not  to  press  the  matter 
farther. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

Besolation  5  agreed  to. 

6.  **  Tlut  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £103,798;  be 
grsnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  satn 
neoessary  to  defray  the  Charge  whieh  will 
come  in  coone  of  payment  during  tiie  year 
ending  on  the  31at  day  of  March  1S9^  tor  the 
8a1arieaao4^EzpenBea  of  the  Local  OoTomment 
Board  in  Ireland,  including  Tarioos  Grants  in 
Aid  of  Local  Taxation." 

(9.32.)  Mb.  macartney  (Antrim, 
S.) :  On  this  Vote  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  a  matter  which  has  arisen 
between  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Antrim  and  Golonel  Spaight,  one  of  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Golonel  Spaight  in  his  Report 
— a  copy  of  which  has  oeen  transmitted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians — says  that  the  ac- 
commodation provided  in  the  female 
idiot  ward  is  insufficient,  and  adds— 
and  this  is  the  paragraph  of  which  the 
Guardians  complain — 

"The inmates  of  the  ward  hare  evidently 
been  grosaly  neglected  with  regard  both  to 
their. GuothiDg  and  bedding." 

The  moment  the  Guardians  received 
that  communication  they  appointed  a 
Special  Gommittee  to  inquire  into  the 
matter,  with  the  result  that  a  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
asking  them  to  institute  asworn  inquiry 
as  to  whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  allegations  of  Colonel  Spaight. 
The  Local  Government  Board  declined 
to  hold  that  inquiry,  but  said  they 
would  ask  Colonel  Spaight  to  make  a 
fresh  Beport.  That,  however,  is  not 
satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  I  think  they  are  justified  in  asking 
either  that  this  very  serious  and  very 
damaging  paragraph  should  be  prac- 
tically withdrawn,  or  that  the  sworn 
inquiry  shall  be  held.  The  last  com- 
munication from  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  under  date  1st  June,  and  in 
that  occurs  the  phrase  "  Golonel 
Spaa^t  adheres  to  his  Beport  of  the  ap- 
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mrant  n^lect  of  the  female  idiot  class." 
The  introduction  of  the  word  "  appa- 
,rent "  shows  that  there  is  some  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  Colonel  Spaight  or  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  com- 
munication further  states  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  cannot  see 
how  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  in  a 
position  to  contradict  Colonel  Spaight's 
statements.  The  Guardians,  it  is  true, 
are  not ;  but  their  officers,  who  were 
present  when  Colonel  Spaight  made  his 
inspection,  are  prepared  to  contradict 
him.  They  are  fully  prepared  to 
meet  these  statements,  and  only 
desire  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  I  do 
not  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
a  specific  answer  to-night,  but  I  hope 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  he  will  be 
able  to  give  me  some  satisfaction  on  the 
point.  I  should  also  like  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  point  with  respect  to  the  erection  of 
labourers  cottages.  He  told  me  some 
time  ago  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  informed  the  Guardians  of 
JSallymena  that  they  were  not  entitled 
to  decline  to  enter  upon  the  erection  of 
cottages  that  had  been  reoommended 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Union  which 
had  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY forIRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  The 
point  was  this :  A  scheme  had  been 
reoommended  and  adopted.  Subse- 
quently, it  was  sought  to  amend  the 
scheme  by  striking  out  portions,  and 
this  the  Guardians  were,  I  anderstond, 
advised  could  not  be  done. 

Mb.  MACABXNEY:  I  understand 
that  a  Committee  was  anointed  for  each 
of  Uie  separate  eleetoru  divisions  of  the 
Union,  and  that  this  Committee  recom- 
mended a  modification  of  the  various 
schemes.  When  the  Board  met  to 
consider  the  recommendations  it  in 
every  single  instance  rejected  the 
schemes  as  amended  and  recom- 
mended by  its  own  Committee.  I 
understand  that  the  Board  was  wrong 
in  taking  that  course,  and  that  it  has 
been  so  advised  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  I  hope  that  some  time 
next  week  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman 
will  be  able  to  give  some  satisfactory 
assurance  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  these  various  schemes  with  respect 
to  the  erection  of  labourers'  cottages.  It 
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is  nearly  ten  months  since  the  schemes 
were  brought  forward,  and  great  dia- 
satisfaction  existe  amongst  the  labourers 
at  the  delay. 

(9.43.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  Mv  hon. 
Fnend  has  very  fairly  stated  that  he 
does  not  expect  me  to  answer 
offhand  a  question  of  this  kind.  I 
will  make  inquiry  about  the  Report 
to  which  he  has  referred  by  one  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  Inspectors, 
and  ascertain  how  the  question  stands. 
No  doubt  I  shall  be  prepared  to  give 
him  some  information  next  week. 
With  respect  to  the  other  matter,  Uie 
last  inftmnation  I  had  was  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  advised 
the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  action 
they  had  taken  was  not  a  proper  aetion, 
nor  action  which  they  were  capable  of 
taking.  I  do  not  know  without  making 
inquiries  what  is  the  power  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  enforce 
any  views  they  may  hold,  and  I  have 
given  the  hon.  Member  all  the  informa- 
tion that  is  at  present  in  my  posses- 
sion. 

(9.46.)  Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  I  am  glad  to  have  at  last  foroed 
one  of  the  Members  for  Antrim  to  take 
up  the  question  of  labourers*  cottages. 
I  have  been  working  in  this  matter  for 
a  long  time,  and  I  have  in  my  hand  now 
letters  from  labourers  in  Antrim  who 
complain  that  they  are  compelled  to 
live  in  huts  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  have  been  condemned 
by  medical  men.  Many  of  the  houses 
in  which  they  live  were  used  as  stables 
twenty  years  ago.  I  have  also  a  lettter 
from  the  Labourers'  Associatitm  of 
Omagh  complaining  of  the  miserable 
hovels  in  which  the  labourers  have  to  live; 
but  what  is  the  use  pressing  the  matter 
now.  The  Government  are  not  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  it.  It  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  by  a  new  Parliament. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
have  brought  down  one  of  the  cham- 
pions of  the  North,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who  is  going  to  fight.  But  if  they 
are  going  to  raise  an  army  they  wiU 
want  to  recruit  the  labomrers,  and 
they  will  find  tiie  labourers  of  Ajitrim 
in  line  with  the  labourers  of  Cork. 
They  know  their  interests  and  th^ 
know  their  friends,  and  they  know 
that  if  their  cause  is  to  be  triumphaat 
the  victory  will  not  be  won  by  fitting 
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with  the  gentlemen  of  Ulster,  who  have 
•only  woke  np  to  the  importance  of 
this  question  on  the  eve  ot  an  Elec- 
tion. 

Vote  agreed  to. 
Besolutions  7  to  9  agreed  to. 

Ci^ss  III. 

Besolatlons  10  and  11  agreed  to. 

12.  **Tluta«am,notexoeediiw£44,000,be 
^nnted  to  Her  Majasijr,  to  eom[uet«  the  sum 
neoetury  to  defray  tfie  Chai^  irtiich  will 
«ome  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1^3,  for  the 
dalsne*  and  Ezpenaei  of  the  Office  of  the 
Irish  IjHid  Conuninion.'* 

(9.63.J  Me.  MAUiaCE  HBALY :  I 
should  like  to  obtain  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  some  information  as 
to  what  the  Land  Commission  has  been 
doing  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
A  year  ago  the  Commission  found  it 
necessary  to  largely  reduce  the  staff  of 
Sub-Commissioners,  because  the  pres- 
sure of  work  had  subsided ;  but  there 
are  still  a  large  number  of  Sub-Corn- 
missioneTB  on  the  active  staff.  But  in 
the  GounW  of  Cork  there  has  not  been 
a  fdngle  Sub-Gommission  held  during 
the  last  twelve  months.  I  have  asked 
several  questions  on  the  subject,  and 
have  been  told  that  other  counties  were 
included  in  the  Circuit  in  which  Cork  is 
included,  and  that.as  the  Commissioners 
had  worked  admirably  for  four  years, 
that  was  considered  a  sufficient  justifi- 
cation for  entirely  ceasing  the  work 
of  fixing  fair  rents  in  the  whole  of  the 
County  of  Cork.  I  may  point  out  that 
now  no  Commission  can  sit  till 
October,  so  that  fourteen  months  will 
have  elapsed  since  the  last  Commission 
sat  in  the  county,  and  since  any 
attempt  was  made  to  fix  fair  rents  over 
that  enormous  area.  But  there  were 
tremendous  arrears  of  work  in  Cork, 
some  thousands  of  applications  being  still 
unheard.  I  have  myself  been  pro- 
fessionally enga^  in  cases  the  appli- 
cations for  which  were  made  in  18S7, 
and  they  have  not  yet  come  to  a  hear- 
ing. Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  that  last  year  his  Predecessor  in 
tho  Office  (Mr.  A.  3.  Balfour)  passed 
the  Bedemption  of  Land  Act,  and 
under  that  Act  a  number  of  fresh  appli- 
cations have  been  served.  It  is  true 
there  is  .  an  alternative ;  but  if  the 
landlords  are  not   willing    to  sell, 


the  cases  have  to  be  tried  in 
the  same  way  as  the  other 
oases  before  the  Gommisnon.  A  num-' 
ber  of  these  cases  have  been  raised — 
not  perhaps  so  many  as  we  anticipated 
— but  a  large  number ;  but,  so  far  as  we 
know,  those  unfortunate  tenants  may 
have  to  wait  five  years  before  their 
cases  are  heard.  But  the  curious  thing 
is  that  while  the  Sub-Commissioners 
have  ceased  their  work  the  head  Com- 
mission is  as  active  as  ever.  It  con- 
sists only  of  three  members,  and  has  to 
deal  with  the  whole  of  Ireland,  but 
the^  have  held  three  sittings  in  Cork 
dunn^  the  last  tMrelve  months.  In 
that  time,  although  there  are  forty  Sub- 
Commissioners,  not  a  single  Sub-Com- 
mission has  been  held  in  Cork.  We 
know  that  the  head  Commission  has 
an  inducement  to  get  on  with  the  work 
of  hearing  these  appeals,  and  we  do  not 
complainthat  the  applications  should  be 
disposed  of  as  quickly  as  possible,  but 
I  want  to  know  why  the  work  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners  should  have  ceased. 
The  failure  of  the  Sub-Commissions 
in  Cork  is  very  imsatisfactory  to  the 
tenants,  especially  as  they  cannot  take 
their  cases  into  the  County  Courts.  The 
landlords  of  Cork  have  swept  the  whole 
of  the  oases  out  of  the  County  Courts 
and  have  taken  them  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission, and  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  us  some 
explanation  of  the  total  failure  of  the 
Sub- Commissions  in  the  County  of 
Cork  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

(10.0.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  I  quite 
sympathise  with  the  desire  which  the 
lion.  Gentleman  has  ex{n»ssed  that  the 
utmost  speed  that  can  be  made  in 
fixing  fair  rents  should  be  made, 
and  that  the  visits  of  the  Com- 
missioners should  be  as  frequent  as 
possible,  so  as  to  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  for  dealing  with  the  cases  in 
the  district.  I  have  been  watching  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commission,  and 
there  has  been  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  amoimt  of  arrears.  At  the  end 
of  January,  1891,  there  were  30.781 
oases.  That  number  has  been  reduced 
gradually  and  continuously,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  until  at  the  end  of  April  this 
year  there  were  only  9,000  cases,  so 
that  it  will  be  seen  there  has  been 
great  progress  made.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  during  that  time  the 
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Commissioners  have  had  current  cases' 
to  deal  with,  and  yet  they  have  made 
this  reduction  of  more  than  one-half  of 
the  oases.  The  number  of  Assistant 
Commissioners  was  reduced  in  August 
last  year,  but  the  Court  may  appoint 
a  Sub-Commissioner  temporarily  if 
■found  necessary.  The  hon.  Member 
may  take  it  from  me  that  I  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
the  desirability  of  making  suoh  progress 
as  they  can  consistently  with  doing  the 
work  well  and  properly,  and  I  will  do 
what  I  can  to  pu^  on  the  work  and 
^t  rid  of  the  arrears. 

Kesolution  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [10th  JUNE]  REPORT. 

Order  read,  for  Consideration  of 
postponed  Besolution-r 

"Thftt  ft  saro,  not  exceeding  £1,736,360,  be 
gmnted  to  Her  Hajestv,  to  complete  the  ram 
neeesBary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
oome  in  course  of  paymeDt  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March,  1^,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Working  EzpeiiMl  ct  the  Post 
Office  Telegraph  Service." 

*f  10.10.)_  The  POSTMASTER  GENE- 
RAL (Sir  Jaueb  Febgusson,  Man- 
chester. N.E.) :  I  must  ask  the  House 
to  permit  me,  on  the  postponed  Vote  for 
the  Telegraph  Service,  to  osAl  attention 
to  ceitain  circulars  addressed  to  can- 
didates at  the  General  Election,  and 
also  sent  to  some  Members  of  this 
House.  The  address  is  from  "  The 
Provincial  Postal  Telegraph  Male  Clerks 
to  Candidates  at  the  General  Election," 
and  in  one  of  these  circulars  the  follow- 
ing sentences  occur : — 

"  We  have,  in  addition,  to  ask  you  whether 
joa  will,  if  elected,  vote  for  the  am>ointment 
of  ft  Pftriiamentary  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  working  of  the  Telegraph  Service,  as  we 
believe  suoh  an  investigation  woold  be  of  great 
utility,  and  could  not  but  tend  to  tiie  improve- 
ment of  the  Service,  the  state  of  which  is 
oansing  great  public  dissatiafaotion,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  subjoined  newspaper  eztrftcts.* 

The  circular  goes  on — 

"In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  state  that  we 
ftwftit  your  reply  to  these  few  qnestions  of 
ritfti  importance  with  considerable  anxiety, 
and  tratt  that  yon  will  give  them  your  careful 
eonsideration. 

I  have  heard  also  that  another  branch 
of  the  Service  is  organised,  and  is 
issuing  similar  notices.  It  appears  to 
ne  to  be  a  great  evil  that  a  oody  of 
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public  servants  should  organise  them- 
selves to  address  Members  of  the  House 
and  candidates  on  the  evo  of  a  General 
Election,  inviting,  in  no  ambigoous 
language,  an  undertaking  as  to  the  in- 
ternal management  of  a  Public  Depart- 
ment, which  may  influence  votes  at  the 
coming  election.  Parliament  entrusts 
public  servants,  equally  with  oUier 
electors,  with  the  mincmse ;  but  it  ia 
certainly  not  in  order  that  they  shoald 
bring  organised  pressure  to  bear  on 
candidates  in  their  own  interests.  Such 
action  is  absolutely  disloyal  to  the 
State  which  they  serve,  and  is  cidcu* 
lated  to  impair  the  purity  of  elections. 
As  regards  a  particular  case,  my  pre- 
decessor took  great  care,  axtd  showed 
great  s;^mpathy  with  the  Service,  in  re- 
oi^ranising  its  classification.  I  feel 
some  reluctance  to  disturb  aa  arrange- 
ment  so  recently  entwed  into;  but  I  have 
earnestly  oonsidered  all  Memoriala 
addressed  to  me  smce  I  have  held  my 
present  office,  and  I  have  attempted  to 
remedy  every  caseof  hardship  submitted 
to  me.  There  is  another  point  besides 
pay  and  slowness  of  promotion  to  which 
these  public  servants  call  attention, 
and  that  is  to  certain  regulations  made 
by  my  predecessor  in  a  time  of  oon- 
siderable  public  excitement  regulating; 
the  right  of  holding  meetings  by  officers 
of  the  Department.  Formerly  they 
were  not  allowed  to  hold  meetings 
except  in  Post  Office  buildings,  but  my 
predecessor  allowed  them  to  take  part 
in  meetings  outside  public  offices  ;  but 
it  was  stiptilated  that  no  outside  people 
should  be  present,  and,  further,  that 
notice  should  be  given  of  such  meeting,, 
so  that  an  official  reporter  might 
attend.  I  can  say  that,  since  I  have 
held  my  present  office,  I  have  never 
sent  an  official  reporter  to  any  such 
meeting,  and  I  have  only  gathered  what 
passed  iiom  the  r^wrte  in  the  news- 
papers. But  this  right  has  remained  in 
abeyance,  and  I  am  free  to  confess  tluit» 
however  necessary  it  may  have  be«i,  it 
may  have  become  unnecessary  now» 
and  I  may  re-consider  the  question. 
As  regards  the  grievances  of  the  De- 
partment, I  can  abundantly  testify 
that  the  superior  officers  have  oon- 
sidered all  reports  made  to  them.  I 
think  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
discipline  which  should  oharaoterias 
memoers  of  the  Public  Berrioe  if  en- 
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flouragement  were  given  to  such 
,  ftttempts  to  bringpresanre  to  bear  on 
.  Members  of  the  House  and  oandidates 
<m  the  «VB  <rf  a  General  Election.  The 
Public  Service  is  popular;  it  is  the 
object  of  ambition  and  competition ; 
the  future  of  its  members  is  assured  ; 
it  is  conducted  on  principles  of  fairness 
and  impartiality ;  but  it  would  be  in- 
jured, if  not  destroyed,  if  proceedings 
in  the  nature  of  canvass  or  solicitation 
before  an  election  became  prevalent, 
and  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  privi- 
lege of  the  franchise  conferred  on 
members  of  the  PiU»lic  Service.  I  trust 
that  not  only  the  House,  but  Parlia- 
mentary candidateB,  will  set  their  faces 
against  endeavours  to  bring  into  prac- 
tice a  system  of  getting  candidates  to 
pledge  themselves  to  vote  for  inquiries 
into  the  details  of  Departments  of  the 
Public  Service.  I  hope  they  will  de- 
cline to  give  such  pledges,  and  will 
consider  ^at  pledges  given  on  ex  parte 
Statements  to  vote  for  inquiry  are  aa 
much  prejudicing  the  question  as  if 
.  they  were  to  pledge  themselves  at  once 
to  TOto  for  revision.  I  have  to  say 
that  the  leading  Members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, including  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone), and  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  Wilimm  Haroourt),  folly 
concur  in  the  observations  I  have 
made. 

(10.16.)  Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Green,  N.B.) :  I  feel  that  I  cannot 
allow  the  remarks  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Postal  Service  are  placed 
in  a  verv  peculiar  position — ^they  are 
denied  the  right  of  ordinary  oomoina- 
tion.  That  right  is  given  to  every 
citizen  by  the  statutory  law,  and  no 
Department  has  a  right  to  infringe  it ; 
it  does  not  lie  within  the  com- 
petency of  any  Department  to  interfere 
with  it.  The  Postmaster  General  in- 
^oated  that  he  had  the  assent  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side.  I 
hesitate  to  believe  that  any  such  under- 
taking has  been  entered  into  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  such  undertaking 
has  been  entered  into,  1  denounce  it  as 
a  conspiracy  against  the  working  men 
of  this  country.  We  are  told  that  we 
are  not  to  consider  the  complaints  of 
these  men  on  the  eve  of  a  General 


Election,  because  it  is  exacting  from  us 
something  which  would  be  dero^tory 
to  the  Public  Service.  The  men  of  th» 
Postal   Service  will  do  their  duty 
honestly  and  fairly  if  honest  and  faur 
terms  are  given  to  them,  and  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  that  the  Postmaster 
General  did  not  see  his  wa^  clear  ia 
the  early  part  of  the  evening,  in  answer 
to  my  question,  to  say  he  would  forego 
any  further  punishment  of  the  mea 
who  took  part  in  the  meetings  somo 
years  ago.    When  a  man  has  com- 
mitted a  crime  and  has  been  punished 
for  it,  that  crime  is  no  longer  a  barrier 
to  his  position  in  society.   Here  are 
men  who  for  the  &iult— -you  cannot 
call  it  a  crime — of  exercising  their 
right  as  citizens  by  belonging  to  a 
trade  union  sanctioned  by  law,  and 
taking  part  in  a  public  meeting — a 
technicfu  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
Department — are  being  punished  per- 
manently.  I  know  some  of  the  men 
who  took  part  in  the  movement,  and  I 
say  that  some  of  the  men  who  took 
part  in  what  th^  believed  to  be  a 
rightful  movement   were  men  who 
would  do  honour  to  any  service,  not 
only  in  the  bumble  positions  they 
occupied,  but  even  in  those  occupied 
by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House. 
I  think  these  men  have  been  punished 
sufficiently,  and  though  they  may  havft 
committed  a  technical  fault,  the  timft 
has  come  when  they  should  be  for- 
given.    One  of  two  things  must  be 
conceded  by  the  House — and  I  will 
fight  for  them  as  long  as  I  am  a  Member 
of  this  House — either  these  men  must 
have  the  right  to  combine,  according; 
to  the  common  law  of  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  their  wages 
or  lessening  their  hours,  or  else  that 
the  Department  shall  see  that  they 
have  at  least  as  good  torms  of  service 
as  those  that  are  given  by  any  private 
firm.  The  employees  of  the  Government^ 
particularly  in  the  Post  Office,  ar» 
entrusted  with  duties  upon  the  proper 
discharge  of  which  very  much  depends- 
in  this  country ;  and  the  least  that  can 
be  done  is  to  treat  them  fairly,  I  would 
even  say  generously.   But,  altiiough 
there  is  a  large  annuflJ  soiplns  from 
the  Post  Office,  the  gratuities  these 
men  receive  are  taken  into  account  tn 
fixing  their  wages.    These  gratuities 
ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
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by  a  great  Department  when  consider- 
ing the  monetary  value  of  the  services 
toberender^byitsemployees-Ihopewe 
shall  have  some  more  liberal  arrange- 
ment with  rM;ard  to  this  matter ;  and  if 
the  same  policy  is  pmrsued  by  right 
lion.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  when  in 
office,  I  shall  be  as  sturdy  an  opponent 
of  their  conduct  as  I  am  of  the  conduct 
of  the  present  Government. 

*(10.22.j  Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Pan- 
oras,  W.) :  I  venture  to  join  in  the 
«xpres8ion  of  regret  that  the  Post- 
master General  has  not  seen  his  way 
to  restore  the  good  conduct  stripes  to 
those  men  deprived  of  them  for  taking 
part  in  the  open-air  movemmt  two 
years  ago.  I  thoufjht  at  the  time 
their  action  was  ill-judged,  but  I 
knew  how  great  were  the  grievances 
under  which  they  suffered.  I  had 
many  interviews  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Predecessor,  and 
some  partial  reform  was  made.  There 
were,  however,  men  working  for  six- 
teen hours  a  day  under  conditions 
liarder  than  obtained  in  any  other 
'branch  of  the  Public  Service,  and  I 
think  there  was  great  excuse  for 
their  action.  They  had  also  a  good 
-example  before  them.  The  clerks  of  the 
^iffisrent  divisions  of  the  Civil  Service 
had  organised  themselves  into  bodies 
-essentially  of  the  nature  of  trade 
unions,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  com- 
municating with  Members  of  this 
House  and  the  heads  of  their  Depart- 
ments, and  yet  nothing  was  done 
to  prevent  them  doing  so.  It  is 
monstrous  to  deny  postal  servants 
tlie  right  of  combination  —  their 
■right  to  which  is  as  good  as  that 
of  the  trades  to  which  it  is  allowed  by 
■a  series  of  Statutes.  Things  were  so 
ibad  in  the  Postal  Service  that  the  late 
Mr.  Baikes  admitted  the  force  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  various  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen, and  made  considerable  reforms 
in  the  conditions  under  which  the  work 
was  done.  It  would  be  a  graceful  and 
generous  act,  as  well  as  one  of  justice, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  see 
his  way  to  remit  the  further  penalties. 
I  do  not  consider  that  the  men  were 
really  wrong ;  they  were  only  following 
the  example  set  uiem  by  the  clerks  in 
the  Public  Service ;  and  I  hope  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  will  re-consider  his 
decision.   It  would  be  a  popular  step 
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to  take,  and  I  am  certain  it  would  be 
one  which  every  Member  of  the  House, 
who  has  really  watched  the  differenft 
oi^anisations  existing  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, would  say  was  urged  upon  him  by 
every  motive  of  reason  and  justice. 

(10.27.)  Mb.  STOBBY  (Sunderland) : 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  should  give  the  same  attention  to  a 
postman  who  waited  on  me  as  to  aay 
other  elector  in  my  constituency,  and  I 
should  not  ask  a  voter  the  question 
whether  or  not  he  was  a  servant  of  the 
State.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  speaking  with  an 
energy  and  even  bitterness  which  do 
not  usually  distinguish  him.  He  com* 
plained  tliat  these  postal  people  had  the 
insolence  and  audacity  to  combine  to 
prefer  a  civil  request  to  candidates  for 
Parliament  as  to  whether  they  would 
support  an  inquiry  into  certain 
grievances  of  theirs.  For  what 
purpose  was  the  vote  given  to 
any  citizen  except  to  secure  the  redress 
of  his  own  or  other  grievances  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  Parlia- 
ment had  entrusted  these  men  with  the 
franchise ;  it  was  theirs,  and  they  would 
have  had  reason  to  complain  if  Parlia- 
ment had  kept  it  from  them.  He  also 
took  credit  for  the  fact  that  these  men 
could  now  hold  meetings,  and  that  he 
had  not  sent  an  official  reporter — spy, 
I  should  call  him.  I  agree  that  every 
body  of  men  in  the  country,  whether 
serving  the  State  or  not,  has  a  right  to 
combine  and  ask  for  what  the  individual 
has  the  right  to  ask  for.  Suppose  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  constituency 
a  postman  was  canvassed  by  his  friends, 
and  he  said  he  would  vote  for  the  Con- 
servative candidate  if  he  would  support 
an  inquiry  into  some  grievances  in  the 
Post  Office.  Would  that  man  be  ex- 
ceeding his  right  as  a  citizen  ?  If  not, 
how  can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  show 
that  fifty,  combined  to  say  the  same 
thing,  would  be  exceeding  their  right  ? 
I  have  been  in  the  House  many  years 
and  have  been  applied  to  by  different 
sections  of  the  Public  Service  to  support 
an  advance  of  salary,  but  I  have  never 
<moe  acceded  to '  the  roqnest.  I  was 
sent  here  rather  to  cortul  expense,  and 
so  I  hAve  never  supported  such  a 
demand.  But  if  any  Department  says 
it  is  excessively  worked,  or  that 
the  conditions  of  their  daUy  life  are 
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not  decent  and  proper,  that  would 
be    a    different   matter  alt(^ther. 
With  respect  to  this  grievance,  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  to  the  right  hdn. 
Gentleman  who  represents  the  Post 
Office.  The  regulations,  as  I  understand, 
still  continue  under  which  those  em- 
ployees of  the  Post  Office  and  the  Tele- 
^aph  Service  cannot  hold  their  meet- 
ings, Emitting  any  outside  person  to 
take  part  therein  without  a  Govern- 
ment reporter  being  present  to  take 
down  the  names  oi  every  speaker  and 
every  indiscreet  word  anyone  may 
utter  during  any  meeting.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  admits  that  he  never 
sent  a  reporter.   I  should  have  expected 
nothing  else  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.   It  would  have  been  discredit- 
able to  him  and  to  the  Government 
which  he  represents  if  he  had  taken 
any  such  course.  These  employees  may 
be  poor  and  of  the  lower  rajik  of  Civil 
serrButs ;  but  it  is  well-known  that 
there  never  was  an  attempt  made  to 
prevent  the  members  of  the  higher 
branches  of  the  Service  from  meeting 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances.  I 
will  give  the  right  hon .  Gentleman  a  con- 
stitutional illustration.    When  Army 
purchase  was  aboUshed,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  great  complaints 
were  made  by  Army  purchase  officers 
that  sufficient  justice  was  not  done  to 
them.     They   demanded  from  this 
House  not  merely  the  regulation  price 
which  they  had  to  pay,  but  they  de- 
manded to  be  paid  an  extra  regulation 
price,  which  this  House  had  never  sanc- 
tioned, and  whioh.it  had  no  power  to 
give.   What  occurred?   Did  they  go 
to  the  War  Office  or  the  Treasury? 
No ;  they  combined  together  and  held 
meetings;  they  organised;  they  peti- 
tioned and  caballed  with  their  friends 
in  this  House ;  and  they  persisted  in 
that  course  of  conduct  without  the 
Government  of  the  day  even  once  say- 
ing to  them,  "  Of  course,  you  must  not 
or^nise  to  get  what  you  are  seeking.!' 
These  officers  were  seeking  what  was 
unjust,  what  was  illwal ;  and  yet  the 
House  at  last  granted  them  that,  and 
paid  them  what  ought  never  to  have  been 
paid  away  from  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country.    With  that  remarkable  in- 
stance in  recent  history  before  him,  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
do  well  to  re-consider  the  position 


which  he  and  his  predecessor  have 
taken,  and  say  distinctly  and  frankly 
to  all  employees  of  the  State,  "  Tes» 
you  have  the  same  right  as  every  other 
citizen  to  combine  and  organise, 
and  to  come  respectfully  with  your 
Memorials  and  present  tliem  to  ub  the 
same  as  any  other  Memorials  are  pre- 
sented ;  and  if  they  are  unjust  and  un- 
fair to  the  taxpayer,  we  will  say  so 
bluntly  to  you,  and  we  will  sustain 
the  taxpayer  and  not  you."  That 
would  be  the  just  and  fair  position  to 
take.  I  would  ventore,  b«ore  sitting 
down  to  say  that  I  do  not  tUnk  that 
justice  can  be  done  to  these  poor 
people  who  are  employed  by  thousands 
in  the  Post  Office  and  Telegraph 
Departments  unless  there  is  accorded 
to  them  the  fullest  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, foremost  amongst  these  rights 
being  the  right  they  claim — the  right,, 
either  personally  or  in  an  organised 
fashion,  to  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  Ministry  and  vik 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances. 
*(10.32.)  Sm  JAMES  FEBGUSSON: 
I  shoum  like  to  say,  aftor  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green  has 
said  regarding  the  men  who  were  dis- 
charged in  connection  with  the  strikes 
a  year  or  two  ago,  that  my  predecessor 
examined  carefully  the  case  of  every 
man  and  restored  a  great  many  of 
them.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  nav& 
been  able  to  restore  some  more. 
With  regard  to  the  rwtoration  of 
the  stripes,  in  all  Services  in  which 
good  conduct  stripes  are  given,  the 
rule  is  that  a  certain  time  must  elapse 
before  they  are  restored  again  to  men 
who  have  oeen  deprived  of  them. 
Besolution  agreed  to. 

LAND  COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL.-(N0. 396.) 

COBCMITTGB. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Clause  2. 

(10.44.)  Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  1,  line  7,  leave  out  from 

date  "  to  "  the,"  in  line  9,  and  insert 
"  on  the  passing  of  this  Act,"  so  that 
the  clause  shall  come  into  effect  in  the 
usual  way  from  the  date  of  the  passing: 
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of  this  Act.  The  object  of  the  clause 
is  to  equalise  the  salaries  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission, and  I  may  state  in  a  few 
words  how  the  matter  at  present 
stands.  The  Land  Commission  is 
composed  of  five  members :  three  of 
whom  held  office  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  and  two  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  1885.  Of  the  Commis- 
ttoners  who  hold  office  under  the  Act 
of  1881  the  Judicial  Commissioner  has 
the  salary  of  a  Judge  of  the  High 
Court,  andtheothertwoOommissioners 
under  the  original  Act  have  each  of 
them  a  salary  of  £3,000  a  year.  The 
two  Commissioners  who  hold  office 
under  the  Act  of  1885,  commonly  called 
Purchase  Commissioners,  have  each  a 
salary  of  £2,000  a  year.  Last  year,  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
liand  Purchase  Act,  the  Govem- 
ment  were  placed  under  a  pledge  to 
introduce  a  BUI  this  year  for  the 
purpose  of  equahsing  the  emoluments 
of  these  functionaries ;  and  the  present 
Bill  has  been  introduced  as  the  re- 
demption of  that  pledge.  I  must 
observe,  however,  that  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  clause  proposes  to 
carry  out  that  object  in  rather  a 
questionable  fashion,  because  it  proposes 
that  the  salaries  should  be  equalised, 
Dot  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act»  but  bx>m  the  date  at  which  the 
appeals  mentioned  in  Seotion  29  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  shaJl  be  disposed 
of.  When  the  Land  Purchase  Act  was 
before  the  House  last  year  it  was  pro- 
posed that  all  the  Commissioners 
should  have  equal  functions,  and  that 
all  the  five  Commissioners  should  par- 
ticipate in  all  the  functions  of  the  Com- 
mission. But  it  was  pointed  out  at  the 
time  that  the  Bent  Commissioners  were 
considerably  in  arrear  with  their  work ; 
that  there  was  a  great  bulk  of  appeals 
in  oases  where  fair  rents  had  been  fixed 
to  be  disposed  of ;  and  that  it  would  not 
be  fair  or  reasonable  that  the  Bent 
Commissioners  should  participate  in 
the  work  of  the  purchase  department 
until  they  had  disposed  of  the  arrears. 
A  provision  was  accordingly  inserted  in 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill  that  until  thg 
Bent  Commissioners  had  cleared  oCF  the 
arrears  of  fair-rent  appeals,  they  should 
not  concern  themselves  with  the  work 
«l  the  purchase  deportment ;  and  con- 
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versely,  that  until  the  Bent  Commis- 
sioners had  disposed  of  the  fair-rent 
appeals,  the  Purchase  Commissioners 
should  not  concern  themselves  with  the 
work  of  fixing  fair  rents.  Now,  the 
proposal  of  the  Government  is  that 
until  the  Bent  Commissioners  clear  off 
the  arrears  of  work  which  lie  upon 
their  hands,  the  Purchase  Commia- 
sioners  shall  not  have  the  increase  of 
salary  of  £1,000  a  year  to  whioh  they 
are  admittedly  entitled.  I  shoold 
point  out  that  the  Bent  Commissioners 
are  jnniors  to  the  Purchase  Commis- 
sioners, having  been  comparatively 
recently  appointed.  The  Purchase 
Commissioners  are  at  present  the  same 
gentlemen  who  were  appointed  under 
the  Act  of  1886,  and  are  seven  years  in 
office,  whereas  the  present  Bent  Com- 
missioners are  only  in  office  three  or 
four  years.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
shows  much  consideration  for  the 
dignity  of  the  senior  Purohase  Com- 
missioners that  they  should  be  plaoed 
substantially  at  the  mercy  of  one  of 
their  juniors,  Mr.  Wrench ;  and  I  think 
it  is  an  invidious  position  to  put  Mr. 
Wrench  in,  as  it  may  possibly  expose 
him  to  undue  temptation.  It  may 
possibly  be  conceived  that  he  might 
not  go  through  the  arrears  at  a  head- 
long pace  if  the  increase  of  the  salaries 
of  the  other  Commissioners  were  to  be 
dependent  upon  the  speed  vrith  which 
he  disposed  of  them.   Moreover,  sup- 

Ssing  Mr.  Justice  Bewley^  or 
r.  Wrench,  or  Mr.  Fitzgerald  were, 
through  illness  or  any  other  cause, 
to  become  incapacitated  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  so  long  as  the  fair- 
rent  appeals  were  delayed  the  proposal 
actually  is  that  Mr.  M'Carthy  and  Mr. 
Lynch  would  have  to  wait  for  the  in- 
crease to  their  salaries  of  £1,000  a  year 
until  the  ailing  Commissioner  was  re- 
stored to  health  or  was  able  to  return  to 
his  duty*  Therefore,  it  is  with  very  con- 
siderable confidence  that  I  propose  to 
insert  these  words,  whioh  wiU  bring 
the  clause  providing  for  the  increase  m 
salary  into  operation  from  the  date  of 
the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  oat  tram  the  word 
"dste"  to  the  word  "the,"  IbBm  fl^esd  * 
insert  "of  the paadng  of  this  Aet'— (JT^. 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

(10.54.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  The  hon. 
Member  has  stated  with  great  fairness 
pretty  well  the  facts  of  the  case.  But 
he  left  out  one  or  two  considerations 
which  it  is  necessary  to  bring  before 
the  Committee.  He  has  stated  that 
this  Bill  has  been  brought  in,  as  he  put 
it,  in  pursaance  of  a  pledge  made  last 
Tear  when  the  Land  Purchase  Act  was 
before  this  House.  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  put  quite  so  far  as  to  say  that  a 
pledge  was  given  on  the  subject.  Cer- 
tainly there  was  an  understanding ; 
but  I  think  that  understanding  only 
went  this  length,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion goes :  A  question  was  raised  as  to 
whether  the  salary  of  the  two  sets  of 
Commissionersought  not  to  be  identical; 
andl  remember  it  being  arged  on  that  side 
of  the  House  that  a  certain  date  should 
be  fixed  befoxe  which  time  nmther  set 
of  Commissioners  should  do  the  work  of 
the  other.  The  hon.  Gentleman  states 
tiiat  the  Fair  Bent  Commissioners  are  in 
arrear  with  their  work  ;  but  I  am  afraid 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Purchase 
Oommissioners  are  not  in  arrear 
with  their  work.  They  are  not 
making  such  progress  as  we  could 
have  hoped ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  have  recently  strengthened  their 
hfuids  by  giving  them  additional  assist- 
ance in  order  to  try  to  catch  up  the 
arrears  of  purchase  work.  But  I  am 
afraid  it  will  take  some  time,  and  pro- 
bably a  longer  time  than  the  hearing 
of  the  appeals,  before  the  arrears  can 
be  overtaken.  We  found  it  necessary 
that  the  date  fixed  in  the  Act  of  1891 
should  be  adopted  in  this  Bill ;  that  is, 
the  date  at  which  the  Purchase 
Commissioners  on  the  one  hand  can 
t^e  part  in  the  fur-rent  cases,  and  the 
Fair  Bent  Commissioners  on  the  other 
hand  can  take  part  in  the  purchase 
business.  When  that  time  arrives  the 
duties  would  beoome  identioal,  and 
praottcally  intendi8^[eable  in  the  two 
classes  ox  work.  With  r^ard  to  the 
salaries  of  the  two  sets  of  Commis- 
sioners, we  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
comparison  between  the  work  of  the 
two  sets  of  Commissioners.  The  work 
of  both  sets  of  Commissioners  is  un- 
doubtedly of  great  importanoe.  Both 
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sets  of  Commissioners  are  entrusted 
with  dealing  with  very  large  sums  of 
money,  and  no  doubt  their  work  is 
important.  The  Fair  Bent  Commis- 
sioners are  entrusted  with  very  impor- 
tant work  in  fixing  fair  rents,  or  hearing 
cases  of  appeal  against  rents  fixed. 
But  these  salaries  have  been  fixed 
already.  It  is  true  that  on  the  passing 
of  the  Land  Act  last  year  Parliament 
thought  fit  to  raise  the  salaries  of  the 
Fair  Bent  Commissioners  beyond  the 
salaries  enjoyed  by  the  FurcluAe  Cc«n- 
missioners.  Paruament  took  that 
view ;  and  it  was  on  an  appeal  being 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
that  the  salaries  should  be  equalised 
that  an  understandingwascometo  that 
when  the  work,  as  I  have  said,  was 
identical  and  interchangeable,  the  sala- 
ries should  be  equalised.  Of  course, 
equalisation  must  take  one  of  two 
forms. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Three  forms. 

Mb.  JACKSON:  They  might  be 
equalised  by  raising  the  one  or 
lowering  the  other.  We  have 
taken,  perhaps,  the  most  generous 
course  of  raising  the  salaries  of  the 
Purchase  Commissioners.  But  we 
hope  it  may  be  possible,  when  the  time 
arrives  when  the  work  of  the  two  sets 
of  Commissioners  shall  be  interchan^- 
able,  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  with 
four  Commissioners  instead  of  five ;  and 
that  therefore  we  may  be  able  to  save 
the  ssiary  of  one,  and  thus  while 
equaUung  the  salaries  improve  the 
position  of  the  Purchase  Commissioners, 
and  at  the  same  time  effect  some 
economy  in  the  Department  by  the 
abolition  of  one  of  the  Commissioners. 
I  thiok  I  need  say  no  more  on  the 
subject.  Perhaps  I  may  say,  however, 
that  there  is  another  Amendment 
following  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  upon  which  I  shall  have  some- 
thing to  say.  But,  in  the  meantime,  I 
do  not  think  I  can  accept  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member. 

(10.59.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  I  think 
the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
has  been  extremely  unsatisfactory.  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  for  strong  comment 
that  such  an  able  and  painstaking  bo^ 
of  officials  should  be  de^t  with  in  suoa 
an  ungenerous  manner.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  ai^ued  that  the 
Purefaase  Commissioners  oaanot  now 
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tTanaaoi  the  business  of  the  Bent 
Commissioners,  but  he  is  also  forced 
to  ai^e  that  the  Bent  Commis- 
sioners cannot  now  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Purchase  Commissioners. 
The  force  of  that  argument  disappears 
in  the  fact  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners are  confined  to  one  Depart- 
ment. The  existence  of  the  arrears 
has  been  referred  to,  but  that  fact 
affords,  I  think,  a  very  good  case  for 
jwessing  this  Amendment  on  the  accept- 
anoe  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Why 
are  there  arrears?  Because  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  reguid 
to  the  Land  Purchase  Acts.  The 
Government  passed  the  Land  Purchase 
Act  of  last  year  with  a  new  condition 
by  which  the  tenant  was  obliged  to 
provide  an  insurance  fund ;  and  it  was 
yell  known  to  every  one  that  the 
insertion  of  that  provision  would  so 
hamper  purchase  that  the  tenants 
would  be  very  eager  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  balance  under  the  Ash- 
bourne Acts,  which  required  no  insur- 
ance fond.  Therefore,  last  year  there 
was  a  rush  made  in  Ireland  for  the 
balance  of  the  Ashbourne  money,  and 
that  involved  a  great  increase  in  the 
transactions  before  the  Purchase  Com- 
missionere.  Surely  it  would  be  very 
imjust  to  argue  that,  because  the 
policy  of  the  Government  has  caused  a 
rush  of  applications  and  has  vastly  in- 
oreased  the  work  of  the  Commissioners, 
^ese  facts  should  now  be  cited  as  a 
reason  for  arguing  that  the  increase 
of  salary  should  not  be  immediately 
given.  I  rather  think  that  the  existence 
of  these  heavy  arrears  doe  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government  is  a  double  reason 
why  the  increase  of  salary  should  be 
immediately  conceded,  because  that 
increase  in  their  labours  was  not  fore- 
seen last  year.  I  must  again  empha- 
sise the  inexpediency  and  the  disr^ard 
of  the  dignity  of  the  Purchase  Com- 
missioners involved  in  leaving  the  in- 
crease of  their  salaries  at  the  will 
of  their  juniors.  The  Purchase  Com- 
missioners have  seven  years*  service; 
the  Ijand  Commissioners  were  only 
appointed  three  or  four  years  ago. 
Mr.  Wrench  and  his  colleagues  can 
determine  how  fast  they  will  dispose  of 
these  appeals.  They  may  for  the  next 
five  years  allow  some  appeals  that  were 
lodged  b^ore  June  laat  year  to  remain 

Mr.  Sexton 


undetermined,  eoid  so  lone  as  one 
remains  undetermined  Mr.  McCarthy 
and  Mr.  Lynch  are  not  to  have  their 

£1,000  a  year.  Any  Government 
which  makes  such  a  proposal  is  nob 
mindful  as  it  ought  to  be  of  the  respect 
that  is  due  to  the  senior  officials  of  the 
Department ;  officials  who  have  dis- 
charged their  duty  in  a  devoted  and 
painstaking  manner — a  manner  which 
not  only  frees  them  from  blame  from 
any  quarter,  but  has  entitled  them  to 
praise  from  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men  interested  in  the  administration  of 
the  system  of  land  purchase.  I  do 
trust  the  r^ly  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Gren tie- 
man  may  not  be  taken  as  his  final 
word.  The  question  is  whether  this- 
£2,000  a  year  shall  be  given  at  once,  or 
at  some  future  time  to  be  determined, 
not  by  the  merits  of  the  officials  con- 
cemed,  or  by  anything  they  can  do,  but 
by  something  that  may  be  left  undone 
by  other  persons,  with  which  they  have 
no  concern  and  over  which  they  have 
no  control.  The  work  wader  the 
Bedemption  of  Bent  Act  has  fallen  not 
upon  the  Bent  Commissioners,  bntumn 
the  Purchase  Commissioners.  Th&t 
work  has  fallen  entirely  on  Mr. 
McCarthy  and  Mr.  Lynch,  and  I  do 
strongly  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  take  that  into  considera- 
tion. We  do  not  deny  there  may  be 
economy  in  the  expensesof  this  Depart- 
ment. No  doubt,  within  a  moderate 
time  it  will  be  possible  to  reduce  the 
number  of  the  Commifflion  to  four;  but 
that,  instead  of  being  an  argument 
against  my  Amendment,  seems  to  me  a 
reason  why  the  older  officials  of  the 
Department  should  receive  a  generous 
recognition.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  do  a  graceful  and  a 
gracious  act  by  giving  practical  ac- 
knowledgment to  the  merit  of  these 
officials,  and  paying  dne  deference  to 
the  wishes  of  all  the  Bepresentatives  of 
Ireland. 

(11.9.)  Colonel  NOLAN :  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  made  his 
case  very  deu*,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  advanced  no 

argument  against  the  proposal.  The 
salaries  of  the  Purchase  Commiasicmers 
are  to  depend  on  the  speed  with  which 
another  set  of  Commissioners  do  their 
work.  How  would  the  Chief  3ecretar\' 
like  his  salary  to  depend  on  the  speect 
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with  which  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
did  his  work  ?  That  would  strike 
everyone  as  being  very  curious, 
bat  it  would  not  be  more  curious 
than  the  proposal  of  this  Bill. 
There  has  be€n  no  reason  alleged  in 
this  Bill  for  this  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding. You  have  got  two  gentlemen 
called  Purchase  Commissioners  and 
three  others  called  Bent  Commissioners, 
and  you  propose  that  one  body  shall  not 
be  paid  until  the  other  body  has  done 
some  particular  work.  It  is  the  most 
complete  case  of  flogging  one  man  for  the 
offence— if  it  is  an  offence — of  the  other 
that  I  have  ever  seen  introduced  into 
a  Bill.  I  cannot  understand  the  prin- 
ciple for  the  adoption  of  this  extra- 
ordinary and  anomalous  proceeding ; 
and,  unless  the  Government  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member,  we 
must  look  upon  it  either  as  a  practical 
joke  or  as  a  Party  question.  I  fear 
there  is  something  of  this  kind  at  the 
bottom,  but  as  all  the  Irish  Members 
have  said  that  these  salaries  ought  to 
commence  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Act,  I  am  surprised  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  brought  forward  this 
grotesque  proposition.  If  we  adopt  the 
proposition,  the  people  will  question  the 
good  sense  of  an  expiring  House  of 
Commons.  We  may  be  considered  to 
be  in  our  dotage  at  present,  but  I  do 
not  think  we  ought  to  set  up  as  a  future 
precedent  such  an  extraordinary  and 
strange  Bill  as  this.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment may  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member. 

(11.10.)  Me.  MAURICE  HBALY  :  I 
think  this  is  the  shabbiest  Bill  I  have  ever 
come  across,  and  really  I  am  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
feel  ashamed  to  get  up  and  defend  its 
provisions  before  the  House  ofGommons. 
I  cannot  say,  astonishing  as  its  pro- 
visions are,  that  I  am  altogether  sur- 
prised, 'because  this  Bill  is  simply  a 
continuance  of  the  poUcy,  I  might 
almost  say,  of  contempt  which  the 
present  Government  have  consistently 
displayed  towards  this  Department  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission.  The  odd 
thing  is  that  these  two  gentlemen 
were  appointed  by  Lord  Salisbury. 
This  is  the  one  Department  of  the 
Government  in  Ireland  which  possesses 
the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people. 
Why,  then,  should  the  salaries  of  the 

VOL.  V.       [foubth  bebieb.] 


Purchase  Commissioners  not  be  in- 
creased until  the  Fair  Rent  Commis- 
sioners have  cleared  off  their  arrears  of 
work?  I  contend  that  the  salaries  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  level  without 
such  delay,  and  that  it  is  most  shabby 
to  treat  the  Purchase  Commissioners 
in  this  way.  I  therefore  ho^  that  my 
hon.  Friend,  will  go  to  a  Division  on 
the  subject. 

(11.18.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  more  words,  as  the 
hon.  Member  has  used  seme  strong 
language  on  the  subject.  The  date  is 
fixed  in  the  Act  of  1891,  before  which 
neither  set  of  Commissioners  shall  do 
the  work  of  the  other.  We  have 
scrupulously  followed  that  arrangement 
in  order  that  there  should  be  no  charge 
made  a^nst'us  of  having  in  any  sense 
departed  from  it.  The  Government  are 
therefore  acting  entirely  in  harmony . 
with  the  Commissioners.  All  they 
want  is  to  have  the  work  done  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that 
it  will  take  twelve  months  to  finish  it, 
but  hon.  Members  may  rely  that  every 
attempt  will  be  made  to  push  it  forward. 
Any  suggestion,  therefore,  that  the 
Government  wish  to  prevent  an  increase 
of  the  Purchase  Commissioners*  salaries 
is  entirely  unfounded.  I  will  only  add 
that  as  the  date  has  been  fixed  by 
Parliament,  we  are  not  justified  in 
altering  it. 

(11.20.)  Me.  sexton  :  I  wish  to 
suggest  that  a  compromise  should  be 
made  on  the  subject.  I  offer  this 
suggestion  because  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  secure  harmony  in  the 
management  of  affairs,  and  to  promote 
the  public  interest,  which  depends  a 
great  deal  on  harmonious  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Land  Commissioners.  I 
also  desire  that  a  painful '  impression 
should  not  be  left  in  the  minds  of  the 
Representatives  of  Ireland  on  account 
of  the  irreconcilable  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter.  I  must  take  issue  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  mixes 
up  the  question  of  salary  with  the 
question  of  clearing  off  arrears  of  work. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  It  is  so  arranged 
in  the  Act.  There  can  be  no  inter- 
change of  duties  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  until  a  certain  date. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  That  is  not  the' 
question.  This  is  a  questitmof  inorease 
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of  salaiy,  which  does  not  depend  upon 
when  the  changes  take  place.  We 
argued  that  it  is  absurd  to  cast  upon 
the  Fair  Bent  Commissioners  the 
functions  of  purchase  until  they  had 
cleared  off  their  other  work,  because 
otherwise  the  duties  to  be  imposed 
upon  them  oould  have  no  real  effect. 
We  never  dreamt  for  a  moment  that 
the  delay  of  the  transfer  -of  the  Fair 
Bent  Commissioners  to  the  Purchase 
Department  would  also  delay  the  in- 
crease of  salary  of  the  Purchase  Com- 
missioners. Therefore  we  disclaim  any 
responsibility  for  it.  In  our  view,  the 
Purchase  Gomniissioners  are  entitled  to 
the  increase  of  salary  from  the  passing 
of  the '  Bill.  Now  the  right ,  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  in  his  view  the 
work  will  not  take  more  than  nine 
months. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  A  year. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Then  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  a 
gracefol  act  in  deference  to  the  unani- 
mously expressed  wish  of  the  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  Ireland,  and  relieve  the 
Purchase  Commissioners  from  the 
humiliating  position  in  which  they  are 
placed.  I  hope  he  will  also  give  the 
Fair  Bent  Commissioners  a  gentle  hint 
to  clear  off  the  arrears  of  work  in  a 
limited  time,  and  thus  secure  for  the 
people  the  advantages  conferred  by  the 
Act  of  last  year. 

Mb.  JACESON:  I  do  not  like  to 
answer  without  a  little  consideration. 
I  agree  there  is  force  in  what  the  hon. 
Member  has  said  about  tbe  possibility 
of  one  or  two  appeals  delaying  the  time 
even  beyond  the  power  of  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves,  because  there  might 
be  technical  difficulties  or  legal  delays, 
over  which  they  had  no  power.  Per- 
haps we  had  better  adjourn  the  matter, 
and  in  the  meantime  I  will  see  whether 
I  can  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member,  or  something  a|^)roximating 
to  it. 

Mb.  sexton  ;  I  leave  the  matter 
with  every  confidence. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HABCOUET : 
Would  it  not  be  most  convenient  to 
pass  the  Bill  through  Committee, 
so  that.it  may  be  printed,  and  then 
deal  wiUi  this  matt^  on  the  Beport 
Stage? 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  am  quite  satisfied 
with  that  arrangement. 

Mr*  Sexton 


The  CHAIBMAN:   Does  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  the  Amendment  ? 
Mb.  sexton  :  Yes. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Before  my  second 
Amendment  I  wish  to  raise  the  question 
in  regard  to  the  scale  of  pension.  As 
the  clause  now  stands  these  Piurchase 
Commissioners  will  only  be  entitled  to 
pensions  calculated  upon  the  scale  as 
if  they  were  clerks  in  the  Civil  Service. 
They  are  judicial  persons;  their 
functions  are,  in  large  degree  and 
eminent  character,  judicial ;  the  tenure 
of  office  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  County 
Court  Judge ;  their  salaries  are  based 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and,  by  the 
withdrawal  of  their  salaries,  the 
Government  and  the  House  have 
shown  that  they  regard  the  salaries 
as  judicial.  The  County  Court  Judge 
is  entitled  to  a  pension  on  a  judicial 
scale.  The  County  Court  Judge  is 
a  Court  of  First  Instance,  and  his 
decisions  come  before  these  Commis- 
sioners for  review,  and  they  hold  a 
higher  position,  so  far  ascertain  actiuns 
in  regard  to  land  are  concerned.  Yet 
we  have  the  anomaly  that  the  lower 
office  of  County  Court  Judge  has  pen- 
sion fixed  on  the  judicial  scale,  while 
the  Appellate  Court  only  receives  the 
pension  of  a  Civil  Service  clerk.  I 
move  to  leave  out  after  the  word 
"  calculated,"  in  the  last  line  but  one 
in  the  danse,  in  order  to  insert  "  upon 
a  judicial  scale." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  "cal- 
culated in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Superannuation  Act."  and 
insert  "  upon  a  judicial  scale." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  This  question  has 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  Trea- 
sury, and  I  think  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ference made  between  the  Purchase 
Commissioners  and  the  Fair  Bent 
Commissioners  in  the  scale  of  super- 
annuation. I  think  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  accept  this. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Then  I  do  not  press 
this  matter  further,  in  the  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  in 
it  a  further  argument  for  equalising 
their  position  as  far  as  possible  in 
regard  to  salaries.       ^  ■ 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  My  last  Amend- 
ment provides  what  is  ver^  necessary 
with  regard  to  Commissioners  who 
hold  office  and  discharge  analogous 
fmiotions  before  they  become  Purchase 
Commissioners.  The  principle  of  the 
Amendment  is  one  the  Government 
have  urged  with  so  much  energy  upon 
the  House  in  regard  to  a  less  impor- 
tant and,  perhaps,  less  deserving  class 
of  officials,  that  I  have  no  doubt  as  to 
its  acceptance. 

Mb.  madden  :  In  substance  I  am 
in  a  position  to  accept  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member,  but  I  would  move 
in  substitution  words  which  have  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Treasury. 
The  difficulty  is  that  under  the  Act  of 
1881  the  Commissioner  or  Sub-Com- 
missioner was  precluded  from  coming 
in  that  Act  for  the  purpose  of  valua- 
tion. In  the  removal  of  that  disabiUty 
I  think  the  words  I  propose  would 
carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mb.  sexton  :  That  Amendment 
will  dispose  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
McCarthy,  but  is  it  certain  that  Mr. 
Lyndt  will  also  be  included  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  There  is  no  differ- 
ence.  The  interval  will  be  covered. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Is  it  quite  certain 
that  will  be  taken  into  account  with- 
out provision  in  the  Bill  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  Yea ;  I  may  men- 
tion that  even  without  the  words  I 
suggest,  where  there  had  been  service 
to  me  Crown  under  the  Act  of  1881, 
there  would  be  title.  But  in  order  to 
make  it  perfectly  clear,  th^  words 
have  been  sug^sted. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  18,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  add 
'*  notwithstanding  anything  done  in  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881."— (iLfr. 
Jf<Eu2i2en.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considerad  ^To-morrow. 


PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  BILL. 
(No.  371.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  FIBST  LOBD  op  thb  TBEA- 

SUEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  WiUiam 
Harcourt)  has  appealed  to  me  with 
regard  to  this  Bill.  He  informed  me 
it  was  opposed  very  strongly,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  pledge  I  gave  him 
I  beg  to  withdraw  the  Bill  until  to- 
morrow, when  I  will  pat  it  down 
after  unopposed  Business. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  To- 
morrow. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL.— (N&  368.) 
As  amended,  considered ;  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed. 

PIER   AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL.— (No.  368^) 
As  amended,  considered;  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  lUPROVE- 
MENT  (SCOTLAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  [INVERNESS]  BILL.— 
(No.  403.) 

Bead  a  second  time;  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211,  236, 
uid  237  be  Buspended,  and  that  the  Committee 
ot  Selection  have  leave  to  appoint  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill,  and  to  ait  and  prooeed  T^ 
morrow.— (Jfn  C^tldwelLy 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILU— (No.  36aL) 

Beported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Ordersconfirmed];  asamended, 
considered;  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  M)  BILL.— (No,  358.) 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  as  amended, 
considered;  read  the  tmid  timoi  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAI. 

ORDERS  (No.  U)  BILL.— (No.  346.) 

Beported,  with  Amendments  [Pro* 
vinon^  OrcUrs  confirmed] ;  as  unendedi 
to  be  considered  To-morrm. 
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SUPERANNUATION    ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT  (No.  2)  BILL.— (No.  276.) 

Reported  from  the  Select  Ck>mmittee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  271.] 

Bill  re-oonunitted  to  a  Committee,  of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  410.] 

MESSAGE   FROM   THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  inti- 
tnled,  "  An  Act  for  further  promoting 
the  Itovision  of  the  Statute  Law  by 
repealing  enactments  which  have  ceased 
to  oe  in  force  or  have  become  unneces- 
sary." [Statute  Law  Revision  Bill 
[Lords.] 

Also.  11  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Education  Department  under  '  The 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,'  to 
enable  the  School  Board  for  London  to 
put  in  force  *  The  Lands  Clauses  Con- 
BoUdation  Act,  1845,'  and  the  Acts 
amending  the  same."  [Education 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Lon- 
don) Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acta,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Dublin,  Fareham,  Liver- 
pool, Oxford,  Sheffield,  and  Waterford." 
[Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  4)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Hamptead,  Lambeth, 
Shoreditch,  and  Whiteohapel.*'  [Elec- 
tric Lighting  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
6)  BiUXLords.] 

TBCHNICAL    AND    INDUSTRIAL  IN- 
STITUTIONS BILL  [Lords.] 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

SOUCITORB   AND  APPRENTICES 

(IRELAND)  BILL.  -(No.  65.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


JURY  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
(No.  289.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
disohai^d. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

EAST  INDIA    REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 

Ordered — 

"That  On  mversi  Aceonnta  ud  Papen, 
wliich  hare  been  preseDted  to  the  Hoaw  in 
this  Session  ol  PMrliament,  rebtiaK  to  the 
Revenues  ot  India,  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration ot  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoase." 

ReaolTed,  That  this  House  will  on  Thursday 
next  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee.— 

{Mr.  Curzon.') 

WATS  AND  HEAK8. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March,  1893,  the  sum  of  £44^,083  be 
granted  oat  of  the  ConsoUdatod  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Resolntion  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

goktaoious  dx8eassb  animals  (ibb- 

land)  [grant]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided ,  by  Parliament,  of  an  increased  grant 
for  the  purposes  ot  the  Contains  Diseases 
(Animau)  Acta  in  Ireland. 

Rest^ntion  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

STATUTE  •  LAW  REVISION  BILU 
ILords.] 

Bead  the  first  time.   [BiU  411.] 


EDUCATION    PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
OONFIRBUTION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

[Lord*.] 

Bead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs.    [BiU  412.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  4)  BILL.— [iortto.] 
Bead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs.    [BiU  413.] 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTINa  ORDERS  COK- 
PIRMATION  (No.  flj  BILL.  {T.ut'tU.^ 
Rt'iid  tbi!  til  -^t  t'nim  ;    ant]  fefci'reil 

to  the  ExaEomers  of  F&t^tiqii£  far 


gr.UiLt  U.ATUJN  OF  VOrefiB  fdttAKDlANtj) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  nf  Mr  T^Wrton.  Bill  to  HmQnd 
tlm  Ijnw  rclatiitji  ti>  ijiialijicat  on  of  \'oterq  for 
Giiurdianfi  of  thu  I'qqr  in  Kuglaud  ^iri'l  AVftlM, 
aod  to  pvovidiH  far  the  e1or>tfoTi  nf  isur^Ji  Onaiv 
diansby  hallot,  oFtltired  Lq  be  brougJit  io  by 
Mr.  MortoSt  Hr^  ^vrfe.  Jfr.  CoblhlUT.  Fah- 

l'KNS[0\S   (iiLi-!  \v.}Z]    (no,   2)  HJLL. 

On  Motion  of  \\r.  Itimkin,  Hill  tcir  asUCh- 
liBhing  R  Bvstem  of  did  r'tiisioiis.Dr'li.'J  i-fl 
te  b*  brought  ill  by  Air.  Jiankiii,  Mr.  io-^^  ph 
t.'b»n]berIaLi},  Mr.  Aiallckck,  and  Mr.  Hi^/ier. 

m\  jpnqantod,  and  rwd  flrgfe  time.^tiill  419  ] 


RAILWAY  A?JD    CANAL   TBAFFIO  ACT 
(1888)  A^NDMKNT  BIIrL. 

Od  MotioD  oi:  H»  tliahaai  Bieka  Ueaob, 
to  amend  "i:ha  BaUwb;  ud  Cftnsl  TnOd 

hel,  1888,"  oHIei:^  to  ba  brought  in  by  BIr 
Michael  Hic>ki»  Qoach  aod  Sit  John  Cor^t- 
Ilil]  presented,  and  rOAd  flnb  time.  [UUl  4I6.J 

FUBUC    WOmCfi    X^AJf?  »\Ut^ 

Mooc^  for  the  parpoae  of  oartiiD  LtWiJ 
IiOatM ;   Mid  for  otht^r  purpon^a  HtlftUllg  tO 

Loen]  Ldadm.  ordered  to  be  broq^  in  ll!^  Q^f 
John  l  ioi-Bt  iinil  Mr,  ( 'lmnc-<^>llor  ortbd^xdie- 

Bill  preatfntodj  and  read  Urat time.  [Dill  117.] 

EXfiarSG  LAWH  CONTIHUjUIOE  flJIiIi- 
On  Motioo  of  Sir  John  GoESt,  Bilt  (o  dou- 
tinue  ExpiriDg  Laws,  ordered  h>  be  brought  in 
by  8ir  John  lionl,  Kir.  Attomry  Goaeral,  and 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Kxl)il-<j<i<m-. 

mw  preKotfld,Bnd  E»dilnt  limt).  j;i}iU 418,1 


NAVy     AND    ARMY  EXjPKfjUirUBE, 
1890-91. 
Goini'lt-'i-wl  in  Committee. 

(Jii  tlm  ConiJiiittCL'.) 

(1.)  Ttiat  itappeAfH  by  tho  Ntivy  AjiiJi-o- 
liriiilimi  .\ri?uuiit  ForltiE'  year  en  dad  %bM  ^li<t 
•  ol  W:irk)i.  1891,  i\T\<\  the  BtatemHli^^gb- 
doiL  lil>?r>  lo,  as  fihllnwF.  nimielv  '  - 

(a. I  liiLit  tht;  ^roKn  o^(>!  ndil  lin.'  for  eoi^ 
tibiii  NiLvj  ^it'i'iiri."i  (■■jfLcilcil  Lhp  esti- 
CimU.;  of  su<h  ".'ipDoditiire  by  a  total 
Biim  oC  £96,021  4a,  gd,,  as  uhowD  in 
CelttBMi  I4o,  I  ot  the  tichodule  hereto 
■flpended ;  while  the  gross  expenditun 
for  other  Nnvy  Serntaa  fell  short  ot  Ehe 
osttmato  fjf  Biirh  cnjicmliturE!  by  a  total 
aum  ot  .tZ66,mO  98.  9i].,  dm  shown  tb 
ColailJlL  No.  Z  of  the  snirl  appended 
blchfidule,  BO  (hat  tlie  j^ro^d  actual  ex- 
paodifenre  for  the  whole  ol  ihe  Navy 
ServioM  full  abort  ol  the  grass  BBtl- 

»^»g^u«. 

Thul  tho  roceipLa  in  •14  ^IT  ««)^b 

Nary  Sf^ii-vititiri  fall  short  <tf  ti^  Mtiuiate 
qf  nui'h  rcwij  tsi  iiv  a  total  sum  of 
£110,717  12k.  lid.,  as  bhown  in  rolunm 
No,  3  u|        uaid  appouiied  hcbeduU^ 


I  while  the  reoalpti  in  aid  of  other  Kbt 
I  Services  eXbeedad  the  eatimato  of  Hueh 

reufllptH  by  atotal  sum  of  J£16S,  196  5a.  8d. 
liti  ftliowii  ill  Column  Nd.  4  of  tho  naid 
ii|i|)('nili'il  Si-'hivl  iiU' :  [ji.i  tliut  t'if^  tutal 
actual  recc-ipta  in  aid  of  tbu  Licants  for 
Navy  BervieeH  oxoaeded  the  total  eati^ 
mated  recatptH  by  the  net  Bum  o£ 
i55,47a  12b.  9d.; 

(('0  That  tha  fUA^tiug  diSFerauow  be- 
tween thd  Kxabeqiior  Grante  for  HAVj 
ScTvioea  aod  the  netupendititraaraia 

(3.)  Thiit  th-j  fiords  ComtnisaioiierB  of  Her 
MnjcBty'a  TrooHury  tcidpocaFily  antho- 

riaod  t!n?  ajiplifuti  nj,  in  reduction  of  Iho  net 
L-hargc  (ifi  K-it'lii'  jijtii;-  ili  LintB  fnroert&in  Navy 
Horvit'.'js,  of  tbi'!  wholi-  nt  tbt-  soins  rpcpi^ed 
m  (;xi-i;r,8  of  the  eBLiiiiJiieJ  .A [ij'VO'pi-iatitHL,-  ir 
Aid,  iu  reapetut  of  the  i^aine  UorrweB ;  and 
Jwre  ^ka  teiuporaiily  aatfaoriaed  tfae^ 
^teAtfttt  of  BO  niDeh  of  the  uid 
ptast^  on  t'LTlain  Grants  for  Nan  flMIJjTltW 
in  auci>Hbary  to  l  oi^ar  IJiie  g^d  to^Jd^f^ql  W 
other  Qmnla  for  Kavy  SonioMk. 

(3.)  ^teaolved,  TUithaiv|lMw  cTlnA 
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SCHEDULE. 


Number  of 

Vote. 

Navy  Serrioes,  1890-91. 
Votes. 

Gross  Expenditure. 

Appropriations  in  Aid. 

Excesses  of 
Actual  over 
Estimated 
Gross 
Expenditure. 

1. 

Surpluses  of 
Estimated 
over  Actual 

Gross' 
Expenditure. 

2. 

Deficiencies 
of  Actual  as 

Surpluses 
of  Actual  as 

compared 
withBstimt'd 
Receipts. 

a 

compared 
withEstimt'd 
ReeeiptB. 

4. 

X 

2 
3 

4 

5 
6 
7 

8 

Sec.  1 
Sec.  2 
Sec.  3 

9 
10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

15 
16 

Wages,  &c.,  o£  Officers, 
Seamen,  and  Boys, 
Coast    Guard,  and 
RoytJ  Marines 

Viotualling  and  Clothing 
for  the  Navy 

Medical  EBtabliBhrneots 
and  Servioes  

Martial  Iaw   

Edncatiraal  Services  ... 

Scientific  Services 

Royal  Navy  Reserves  . . . 

Sbipbuilding,  Bepsirs, 
Maintenance,  &c.  ... 
Personnel 

Materiel  

Contract  Work  ... 

NavaJ  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and 
Repairs,  at  Home  an6 
Abroad   

Miscellaneous  Effective 
Services   

Admiralty  Office 

Half-Fay,  Reserved  and 
Raiirad  Pav 

Naval  and  Marine  Pen- 
sioDS,  Gratoities,  anc 
Compassionate  Allow- 
fmces  

Civil  Pensions  and  Gra- 
tuities  

AddiiioDBl  Naval  Force 
for  Benriee  in  Ansirft* 
lasian  Waten 

Amount  to  be  written 
off  as  irrecoverable.. 

£      8.  d. 

6,036  13  8 
69,415  18  10 

... 

18,187   8  10 

16  10  0 

2,364  12  10 

&    a.  d. 

24,042  13  2 

42,442   4  7 

3,537   7  0 
1,610   5  11 
1,895   4  10 
472  12  4 
871  IS  7 

41,81413  1 
88,766  6  6 

41,635  10  2 

1,326  12  6 
7,142  18  0 

799  4  8 
10,162  18  G 

£    8.  d. 

24,337   0  7 

7,485  11  10 

611  12  4 
11  12  9 

6*  3  1 

126   9  10 
5,617"  14  8 

1,099   4  9 
3,320  19  0 

5,056  6  0 
45  19  1 

63,000  0  0 

£    s.  d. 

501  14  S 
3,618  12  X 

38,048  19  2 
116,760  8  6 

7,164  13  0 

lU  18  6 

96,021   4  2 

266,410  9  E 

110,71712  U 

166,196  5  8 

Net  Borplus,  £170,389  5  7   Net  Surplas,  6S,A78  12  " 


Net  Surplus,  £225,867  18  4 
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(4.)  That  itsi^earsbythe  Army  Appropria- 
tion AocouDttorthe  year  ended  Uie  Slst  day 
of  March,  1891,  and  the  statement  appended 
thereto,  ae  follows,  namely : — 

(a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for 
certain  Army  SerriceB  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £104,337  198.  Id.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended  \  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Army  Serviees  fell  short  of 
the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a 
total  som  of  £290,107  17s.  Id.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  2  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross 
actual  expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the 
Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross 
estimated  expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£185,769  18b.  ; 

(&.}  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Army  Services  tell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£^,723  15s.  8d.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ; 
while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  the  otiher 
Army  Serrices  exceeded  the  estimate  of 
such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£138,886  Ob.  7d.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No  4  of  the  said  an>GD^^  Schedule; 


so  that  the  total  actual  recmpts  in  aid 
of  the  Grants  for  Army  Services  ex- 
ceeded the  total  estimated  receipts  by 
the  net  sum  of  £100,161  4s.  lid. ; 

(c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  be- 
tween the  Exchequer  Grants  for* Army 
Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  namely : — 

£       8.  <J. 

Total  Surpluses     ...   416,519  13  11 
Total  Deficits        ...    130,588  11  0" 

(5.)  That  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  have  temporarily  autho- 
rised the  application,  in  redaction  of  the  net 
charge  on  Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Army 
Services,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums  received  in 
excess  of  the  estimated  appropriations  \n  aid, 
in  respect  of  the  same  Services,  and  have  also 
temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  so 
much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain 
Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Cirants 
for  Army  Services." 

(6.)  Resolved  That  the  application  of  such 
Bums  he  sanctioned. 

BesolutioDS  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow. 


[For  Tabular  Statement — see  'ollowing  'page.'] 
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No. 
of 
Vote. 


SCHEDULE, 
"i  ~     — -  —  - 
'       GroM  Ezpenditui-e. 


Army  Services,  1390-91. 
Votes. 


ExceBBues  of 
Actual  over 
EBtimated 
Gross 
Expenditure. 

1. 


SurpluHcsof 
Kfitimatcti 
over  Actual 

<<rottM 
Expenditure. 

2. 


Appropriations  in  Aid. 


OcflfiencieB  of    Surpluses  of 
Actual  a)«     '    Actual  as 

(Omparedwitb  compared  with 
Estimated    I  Estinmtt*!! 
Ufccipts.     I  KecciptK. 

3.         I  4. 


Pay,  &c,,  of  Army  ((ione-, 
nU  Staff,  Regiment  H, 
Reserve,  and  Depart- 
ments)   

Medical  Establishments  :. 
Pay,  &c  I 

Pay,  &c.,  of  Militia,  Yeo-I 
maory,  and  Volunteiri 
Corps   i 

Tranaport  and  Remounts 

Proviaions,  Forage,  and 
other  Supplies,  and 
Clothing  Establish- 
ments, and  Services 

Warlike  and  other  Stores: 
Supply  and  Repair 

Works, Buildings,  and  Re- 
pairs: Cost,  including 
Superintending  Estab- 
lishment  

Military  Educational  Es- 
tablishments: Pay  and 
Miscellaneous  Chaises 

Miscellaneous  Effective 
Services  

War  Office  :  Salaries  and 
Mieoellaneou:!  Charges 

Non-effective  Charges  for 
OfBcers,&o. 

Non-effective  Chaises  for 
Men,  &o. 

Buperaonnation,  Compen- 
sation, and  Compas- 
sionate Allowances 

BalancoB  irrecoverable 
and  Claims  abandoned. 


M.      K.  (I. 


£  */. 

123,781  14  4 
11,438  13 10' 


54,9S7  910 
47,598  15  5 


£ 


d. 


£ 


tl. 


ZZ  16  0^ 


126.303   7  8 


2.861  17  5 
3,763  18  11 


599  11 
39,211  16 


31,178  16  10 


2,798  3  4 
1,234  10  3' 


3,615  10 10 


12,453  7  2 
19,024   7  10 

637  18  3 
68   3  10 

go  15  31 


16,685  1210'     6,366   7  41 


18,956  11  ll' 

I 

9,953   3  4! 

I 

405  5  1 


12  11  0 

5,356  16  6 
586  9  1 


104,337  19   1  290,107  17  1    38,723  15   8  138,885   0  7 


Net  Surplus,  £185,769  18  0  Net  Surplus.  £100.161  4  11 
Sum  to  be  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer,  £285,931   2  11 


House  adjoumed  at  ten  minutes,  before  Twelve  o'doek. 
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Mb.  SFEAKBB:  The  Bill  has  this 
day  been  reported. 

Mb.  LOWTHEB:  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
have  to  oppose  the  Bill  on  the  Third 
Beading. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 


NATIONAL    EDUCATION  (IRELAND) 
BItL.-(No.  234.) 
•  UOTION  FOB  INSTRUCTION.  [ADJOURNED 
DEBATE.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [3rd  June}— 

"That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  the  National  Education  (Inland) 
Bill  that  they  have  power  to  insert  in  the 
Bill  C'lauaes  providing  for  the  compulsory 
acquisition  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  lites  for 
sohools." — (jtfr.  Jackson.') 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(12.48.)  Mb.  sexton  CBelfast. 
W.) :  3ince  this  question  was  last  be- 
fore the  House,  when  I  gave  notice  of 
an  Amendment  to  the  Instruction 
moved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaji 
(Mr.  Jackson)  for  the  purpose  of  apply- 
ing compulsory  powers  to  take  land 
for  the  purpose  of  teachers'  residences 
as  well  as  for  schools,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  intimated  his  intention 
to  accept  my  Amendment,  and  has 
given  effect  to  his  intention  in  a  satis- 
factory manner  by  putting  down  notice 
of  a  new  clause.  TJnder  these  circum- 
stances, I  need  only  say  that  of  the 
8,000  teachers  in  Ireland  only  rather 
more  than  2,000  have  been  provided 
with  residences,  1,500  from  private 
resources,  and  800  by  the  State.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  facilities 
which  have  existed  for  sixteen  years, 
and  have  provided  residences  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  a  year,  require  strength- 
ening. In  Eng^nd  powers  of  com- 
pulsory purchase  have  existed  since  the 
original  Education  Act  of  1870  was 
passed,  and  in  Scotland  the  permissive 
powers  in  the  original  Act  of  1872  were 
made  compulsory  in  1878.  We  only 
ask,  therefore,  for  powers  similar  to 
those  which  have  been  in  existence  in 
England  for  twenty-two  and  in  Scot- 
land for  fourteen  years.  I  will  only 
add  that,  in  regard  to  the  clause  of 


which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  notice,  I  have  not  had  time  to 
study  it,  as  it  only  appeared  this  morn- 
ing. I  take  the  opportimity  to  say 
that  in  the  circumstances  of  Ireland 
these  powers  to  be  usefully  em- 
ployed should  be  as  simple  and  in- 
expensive in  application  as  possible. 
I  am  assured,  with  regard  to  the  com- 
pulsory powers  exercised  by  Boards  of 
Guardians,  that  the  mode  is  so  cum- 
brous and  expensive  that  the  Guar- 
dians prefer  rather  to  pay  sixty  years' 
purchase  than  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  compulsory  powers  given  by  law. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  law  will  be 
simple  and  inexpensive.  Then  in 
towns  power  must  be  given  to  the 
authority  to  take  sites,  even  though 
built  upon.  There  should  also  be  pro- 
vision for  the  simplification  of  title  in 
order  that  Public  Bodies  may  be  enabled 
to  give  grants  in  aid. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  *'  and 
residences  for  teachers." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

*The  chief  SECBETABT  for 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  : 
I  have  carefully  considered  this  ques- 
tion with  the  assistance  of  those  better 
able  to  advise  me  than  I  am  to  form  an 
opinion  myself,  and,  on  the  whole,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  right  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
conditions  of  Ireland  are  not  quite 
similar  to  those  of  England,  because 
in  England  we  have  School  Boards,  and 
powers  of  compulsory  purchase  are 
only  exercised  by  those  ofl&cial  bodies. 
In  Ireland  we  have  no  such  bodies, 
and  it  would  be  obviously  very  im- 
portant to  guard  against  giving  com- 
pulsory powers  to  individuals  to  take 
the  property  of  other  individuals.  I 
have  put  down  a  clause  which  has 
been  carefully  considered,  and  I  hope 
that  point  has  been  protected,  t 
agree  that  it  is  desirable  to  make  the 
process  as  simple  and  inexpensive  as 
possible  ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  see  that 
important  principles  are  not  violated. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  safeguard  what 
I  may  call  the  giving  of  power  to  in- 
dividuals, by  making  it  necessary  first 
to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  .Education 
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Commissioners,  who  in  Ireland  may 
be  taken  to  be  the  nearest  approach  to 
an  official  body  corresponding  with  the 
School  Boajrd,  and  a  body  that  will 
approach  the  question  with  an  impartial 
mind,  and  deal  with  it  only  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  public  interest.  I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  Member  desires 
that  the  power  should  be  used  oppres- 
sively against  individuals,  but  that  it 
should  be  used  only  in  cases  such  as  he 
has  indicated.  For  these  reasons  I 
accept  the  Amendment.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  meet  the  view  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman — a  view  which  prevails 
generally  throughout  Ireland,  and  is 
not  confined  to  one  particular  class  or 
sect.  One  word  on  the  question  of 
towns.  I  am  advised  that  "land" 
would  cover  property  with  buildings 
upon  it,  but  if  there  be  any  doubt  as  to 
that,  of  course  we  will  make  it  clear. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
hope  the  Amendment  will  include  in  the 
country  districts  a  considerable  amount 
of  land.  It  is  very  valuable  to  the 
teachers  to  have  a  garden.  I  should 
say  that  where  the  land  is  taken  com- 
pulsorily  an  Acre  should  be  given,  and 
if  the  proprietor  consents,  a  teacher 
may  be  allowed  three  or  four  acres. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.)  :  I 
would  point  out  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  sites  should  not  be  allowed  to  be 
idle  beyond  a  certain  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  National  Education 
(Ireland)  Bill  that  they  have  power  to  insert 
in  the  Bill  ClaoBea  providing  for  the  coinpul- 
Bory  aequiution  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
Kites  for  nbooli  and  residences  for  teachers. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  object  of  the 
Amendment  I  beg  to  move  is  to  clear 
the  sense,  and  to  make  it  beyond  doubt 
that  the  purpose  is  not  to  secure  the 
attendance  of  the  children  for  a  number 
of  days  at  any  paiticular  time,  but  for 
a  number  of  days  in  the  year. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
9,  after  the  word  "  days,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  m  the  year."  —  {Mr. 
Sexton.) 

Mr,  Jtackton 


Question    proposed,  '*  That  those 

words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
page  1,  line9,  toleaveout  from  "  attend- 
ance," to  end  of  line  11,  and  insert  "  as 
are  prescribed  in  the  Fhrst  Schedule  to 
this  Act."  The  Bill  proposes  that  the 
number  of  days  of  attendance,  and  the 
number  of  hours,  shall  be  prescribed 
for  each  place  by  the  regulations 
of  the  Commissioners.  I  lay  down 
the  general  principle  that,  having 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of 
Ireland,  it  is  extremely  desirablfr— in- 
deed, it  is  indispensable — ^to  minimise, 
and,  if  possible,  to  blot  out  all  causes 
of  friction  between  the  Local  Body  and 
t!ie  Education  Department.  This  pro- 
posal would  be  a  cause  of  friction.  If 
tlie  Commissioners  prescribed  different 
standards  for  different  places,  the 
Ijocal  Authorities  might  protest  and 
require  the  same  standard.  If  the 
Commissioners  prescribed  the  same 
standard,  the  Local  Authorities  might 
allege  local  circumstances  in  favour  of 
different  standards.  In  these  ciroum- 
Btanoes  it  is  reasonable  that  the  prece- 
dent of  the  Bnglish  Act  should  be 
followed,  and  that  a  fair  minimum  of 
attendance  should  be  prescribed  in  the 
Schedule. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "  attendance,"  to  end  of  line  II,  and 
insert  the  words  "  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
First  Schedule  te  this  Act." — (Mr,  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

:=Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  dilference  in  principle  be- 
tween the  hon.  Gentleman  and  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House  on  this  question. 
The  reascm  why  the  Bill  was  drawn  as 
it  was  was  in  order  to  give,  what  I  en- 
deavoured to  explain  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill,  some  elasticity,  the 
object  being  to  provide  that  when  the 
Bill  becomes  applicable  to  the  whole  of 
Ireland,  where  there  are  different  con- 
ditions in  different  counties  or  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ireland,  it  will  then  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Education,  if  necessary,  to  relax  in 
those  districts  the  possible  number  of 
attendances.   On  the  other  hand,  in 
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districts  where  such  differences  could 
not  arise,  they  would  try — ^using  the 
term  without  any  ohiectionable  mean- 
ing— to  screw  up  the  standard  of 
attendance  so  as  to  improve  the  posi- 
tion of  education  generally.  I  have  no 
objection  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  we  should  put 
in  a  minimum  number  of  attendances, 
but  what  occurs  to  me  is  that  a  possible 
seventy-five  for  the  half-year  would  be 
generally  acceptable.  I  think  it  is  quite 
possible  to  put  in  the  Schedule  a  mini- 
mum number  of  attendances.  It  rather 
makes  the  hard  and  fast  rule  I  had 
hoped  to  avoid,  but  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man thinks  it  is  calculated  to  remove 
an  objection,  I  will  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  have  made  many 
inqxiiries  and  received  many  communi- 
cations, and  the  result  is  generally  to 
lead  me  to  the  belief  that  the  half-year 
standard  of  seventy-five  would  be  satis- 
factory. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

(1.2.)  Mr.  sexton  :  Ibeg  to  move,  in 
pagel,  line  16,  to  leave  out  "for  the 
time  being."  The  Bill  provides  that 
the  Commissioners  from  time  to  time 
should  prescribe  the  proficiency  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  elementary  arithmetic 
which  should  entitle  a  child  to  be  em- 
ployed under  fourteen  years  of  age.  It 
18  obvious  that  this  is  not  so  simple  a 
matter  as  the  standard,  which  will  be, 
of  course,  invariable,  and  we  have  the 
precedent  not  only  of  England,  but  also 
of  Scotland. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
16,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  for  the  time 
being." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

_*(1.3.)  Mr.  JACKSON  :  There  is  a 
little  more  diSiculty  about  tliis  Amend- 
ment, and  it  is  on  these  grounds.  As 
regards  the  minimum  number  of  attend- 
ances I  think  it  possiUe  to  prescribe  for 
them,  but  I  would  submit  tnat,  looking 
forward  a  few  years,  we  might  reason- 
ably hope  that  the  standard  of  pro- 
ficiency which  might  be  satisfactory, 
or  which  might  be  eligible  as  sufficient 
to  excuse  attendance  to-day^  mi^t  in 


a  few  years'  timt;,  possibly  without 
difficulty,  be  raised.    That  is  my  only 
objection  to  putting  it  in  a  Schedule, 
or,  if  I  might  say  it  in  other  words,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  put  it  in  the 
Schedule  if  we  could  have  a  little 
elasticity  in  it.    I  think  it  would  be 
better  if  we  could  arrange  that  it 
should  be  left  to  the  Education  Com- 
missioners to  prescribe  from  time  to 
time  the  standiurd  of  proficiency  which 
ought  to  excuse  non-attendance  at 
school,  and  to  be  accepted  as  such 
excuse.   I  venture  to  think  that  it 
would  be  better  not  to  put  this  in  the 
Schedule,  but  if  hon.  Members  opposite 
think  they  would  rather  have  it  m  the 
Schedule,  I  would  merely  submit  to 
them  that  in  the  interests  of  education 
— I  assume  and  believe  that  they  have 
at  heart  just  as  much  as  I  have  the 
interests  of  education — it  is  desirable 
not  to  lay  down  a  minimum  which 
might  fairly  be  acceptable  to-day,  but 
which  hereafter  would  certainly  prove 
too  low,  and  that  we  should  have  some 
power,  in  the  interests  of  education »  of 
prescribing,  from  time   to   time,  a 
certificate  of  proficiency  which  might 
be  acceptable.    I  think  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  is  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  to  go  into  the  Schedule,  we  ought 
to  make  ic  elastic  by  some  words  so 
that  there  should  be  power  to  alter  it. 
I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I  have  no 
objection  Lo  lay  down  what  is  sufficient 
for  the  day,  but  there  should  be  power 
given  whereby  the  Education  Com- 
mission«%  hereafter,  or  from  time  to 
time,  may  alter  that   standard  of 
efficiency  if  they  think  it  necessary  to 
do  so  in  the  interests  of  education. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  do  think  it 
necessary  to  have  it  in  the  Schedule, 
but  I  recognise  the  importance  of 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
just  said,  and  I  for  my  part  have 
no  objection  to  a  reasonable  elasticity 
being  given  in  respect  to  the  future.  I 
would  suggest  that  we  might  well 
follow  the  Scottish  model  where  the 
certificate  of  the  Inspector  is  governed 
by  the  standards  prescribed  for  certain 
classes  from  year  to  year  by  the  De- 
partment. If  you  put  it  in  the 
Schedule  that  the  proficiency  should 
be  governed  by  any  standard  laid  down 
by  the  Education  Commissioners,  I 
think  that  would  be  enough.^^^^i 
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Mb.  CONWAY:  I  am  very  un- 
willing to  intervene  in  thia  Debate,  as 
I  am  anxious  that  the  Bill  should  pass  ; 
but  I  would  urge  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  consent  to  put  the 
matter  in  the  Schedule  he  ought  to 
have  an  alternative  proposal.  Anyone 
with  any  experience  of  examinations 
knows  right  well  that  an  examination 
test  is  very  misleading,  and  I  ^otUd 
like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  enter- 
tain the  alternative  that  if  a  child 
&om  bIx  to  eleven  years  of  age  makes 
four-fifths  of  the  necessary  attendances 
during  each  of  the  school  years  he 
should  be  exempt  without  the  ordeal  of 
examination.  This  is  a  question 
which  is  being  debated  on  this  side  by 
Scottish  and  English  schoolmasters, 
and  it  would  be  wise  for  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  to  consider  this  alternative. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Ou  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 
Page  1,  line  16,  leave  out  from  "  pre- 
scribed," to  end  of  line,  and  insert  "  in 
the  second  Schedule  to  this  Act." 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  come  now  to  an 
Amendment  which  I  consider  of 
vital  importance.  Among  the  reason- 
able excuses  for  the  non-attendance  of 
a  child  is  this  one :  that  there  is  not 
within  two  miles  of  the  home  any 
National  school,  or  other  efficient 
school,  to  which  he  can  go.  This 
introduction  of  another  efficient  Sche- 
dule is  entirely  a  novelty,  there  being 
nothing  like  it  in  the  English  or 
Scottish  systems  of  primary  education. 
You  impose  there  no  arbitrary  restric- 
tions, but  aUow  under  a  Conscience 
Clause  of  a  reasouable  character  any 
Bchool  to  be  used.  Taking  this  con- 
versely, if  there  be  an  efficient  school — 
suppose  a  Christian  Brothers'  school — 
within  two  miles,  a  parent  shall  be 
bound  by  law  to  send  his  child  to  that 
school,  but  you  will  contribute  nothing 
to  the  cost  of  this  efficient  school  to 
which  you  order  the  parent  to  send  the 
child.  First  of  all,  who  is  to  determine 
whether  or  not  a  school  is  efficient?  In 
England  and  Scotland  it  is  determined 
in  a  reasonable  manner  by  inspec- 
tion and  examination  of  tlie  school. 


There  is  another  way  in  which  the 
efficiency  of  a  school  has  to  be  deter- 
mined. Take  the  case  of  a  Catholic 
parent  who  is  summoned  for  not  send- 
ing his  child  to  school.  There  is  no 
Catholic  school  within  two  miles  of 
his  house  to  which  he  can  send  his 
child.  Let  us  say  that  the  Magistrates 
find  a  school  to  which  there  is  frte 
admission.  What  is  the  Court  of 
Appeal  ?  One  Bemovable  Magistrate 
or  two  Justices  of  the  Peace.  It  is 
suggested  that  these  Magistrates  or 
Justices  should  have  the  function  con- 
fided to  them  of  determining  whether 
or  not  any  school  outside  the  National 
system  is  efficient.  How  can  they  say 
whether  it  is  efficient?  They  will  not 
examine  the  pupils,  and  I  doubt  whe- 
ther many  of  them  would  be  competent 
to  do  it  if  they  were  to  attempt  it.  It 
would  therefore  be  a  purely  arbitrary 
decision,  and  I  submit  that  the  pro- 
vision that  oneBemovable  Magistrate  or 
two  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  a  school  is 
efficient  is  not  only  an  unreasonable 
but  an  absurd  provision.  Then  after 
the  efficiency  of  the  school  has  been 
determined  by  this  means,  what  hap- 
pens ?  The  parent  is  ordered  to  send 
his  child  to  this  efficient  school,  which 
is  not  a  National  school.  Supposing  the 
parent  sends  the  child  to  a  school  of 
the  Christian  Brothers.  But  in  order 
to  obey  the  law  something  more  is 
necessary  than  that  the  parent  should 
send  the  child.  "What  power  have  you 
to  compel  the  Christian  Brothers  to 
receive  the  child?  They  may  well  say, 
"  If  you  wish  us  to  receive  the  child  you 
must  pay  us  for  him.  We  are  not  here 
to  supply  you  with  free  education.  We 
cannot  maintain  our  schools  unless  we 
have  assistance,  and  we  cannot  open 
them  to  such  children  unless  there  is 
some  equivalent  given  for  it."  There- 
fore what  will  happen  will  be  this : 
Although  parents  may  send  children 
to  the  Christian  Brothers'  School, 
the  managers  will  have  the  un- 
doubted right  to  refuse  to  receive  them 
unless  they  are  paid  for  them.  Then, 
again,  the  parent  may  say,  "  I  hare  a 
right  to  choose  a  school  for  my  children . 
I  obey  the  law  by  sending  them  to 
school,  and  if  you  cannot  compel  the 
managers  of  the  Christian  Brothers' 
Schodb  to  receive  them,^that  is  no 
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fault  of  mine."  It  is,  therefore,  evident 
that  this  system  is  fore-doomed  to 
failure  unless  you  admit  voluntary  and 
private  schools.  It  must  very  soon 
come  to  a  deadlock,  for  you  cannot 
fine  the  parent  when  he  sends  his 
children  to  school,  and  you  cannot 
compel  the  managers  of  the  Christian 
Brothers'  Schools  to  receive  them.  If 
I  refer  more  to  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  than  to  other  schools 
it  is  because  I  am  more  familiar  with 
them.  Hon.  Members  may  think  that 
the  Christian  Brothers  do  not  work 
tinder  a  Conscience  Clause,  and  that  that 
is  the  reason  why  they  are  excluded. 
But  I  am  able  to  state  that  they  do 
'  work  under  &  Con  cience  Clause,  and 
that  for  fourteen  years  they  have  been 
oonneoted  with  the  Intermediate  Edu- 
cation Board.  Their  Conscience  Clause 
is  aa  follows : —  - 

"  The  Board  shall  oot  make  any  payment  to 
the  maoagm  of  anyaehool  unlesa  it  be  showD 
to  the  BatiBfaction  of  the  Board  that  no  pupil 
attending  auch  school  is  permitted  to  remain 
in  attendance  during  the  ^me  of  any  religions 
instruction  whicb  the  parents  or  guardians  of 
such  pupil  shall  not  sanction  ;  and  that  the 
time  (or  giving  snoh  religious  instruction  shall 
be  so  fixed  that  no  pupil  not  remaining  in 
attendance  is  exeladed  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  advantages  of  the  secondary  educa.- 
tioB  given  in  such  schools." 

Here,  then,  is  an  absolutely  perfect 
Conscience  Clause,  and  as  the  Christian 
Brothers'  Schools  have  been  brought 
under  it,  why  should  they  be  excluded 
from  the  system  ?  They  are  working 
under  a  Conscience  Clause  which  is 
considered  sufficient  both  for  England 
and  Scotland,  and  which  ought  there- 
fore to  be  satisfactory  and  sufficient 
in  Ireland.  It  is  clear  that  your  system 
must  end  in  failure  and  disgrace, 
because  in  thirty  cities  and  towns  in 
Ireland  the  parent  haa  no  option  in 
regard  to  sending  the  children  to  the 
schools  of  the  Christian  Brothera. 
Therefore  I  shall  move  the  omission  of 
the  words  "  or  other  efficient  schools," 
both  here  and  wherever  they  occur  in 
the  Bill,  unless  I  receive  an  assurance 
that  the  right  hon.Gentleman  will  recom- 
mend to  the  Commissioners  to  consider 
the  admission  of  ischooU  working  under 
a  Conscience  Clause,  which  is  sufficient 
for  England  and  Scotland.  This  is  a 
difficulty  which,  if  it  is  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, will  operate  detrimentally  and 
prejudicially,  and,  I  believe,  even  fatally 


to  public  education  in  Ireland.  I  ask, 
therefore,  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken,  either  by  legislation  or  adminis- 
tration to  remove  it.  If  it  be  done  by 
administration,  then,  of  course,  I  need 
not  press  the  matter  farther. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
21,  after  the  word  "  school,"  to  leave 
out  the  words  "  or  other  efficient 
schools." 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of 

the  Clause." 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) : 
1  know  it  is  considered  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
that  the  only  authority  to  be  con- 
sidered is  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast. 

Mr.  sexton  :  No.  What  is  ob- 
jected to  ia  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  sneered  at  me  when  I  aaid 
that  which  was  true. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY :  The  hon.  Gen 
tleman  is  always  thinking  that  people 
are  sneering  at  him.  I  did  not  aneer 
at  him,  but  I  could  certainly  not  help 
smiling  when  the  hon.  Member  said  he 
spoke  for  those  who  were  responsible 
for  Church  education  in  Ireland.  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  when 
the  authorities  in  Ireland  deaire  to  ex- 
press their  views  on  the  question,  they 
will  probably  choose  some  other 
channel  than  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast.  I  venture  altogether  to  traverae 
the  assertion  that  the  Bill  aa  it 
stands  will  be  a  failure  in  Ireland. 
I  do  80  on  this  ground :  that  those  who 
are  best  fitted  to  form  an  opinion  on 
the  subject — ^both  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for,  and  those  who  are  engaged 
in  the  education  of  the  Irish  people- 
are  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  On  this  im- 
portant question  the  hon .  Member  does 
not  represent  a  very  large  body  of 
opinion,  even  amongst  the  laymen  of 
the  Church  to  which  he  belongs.  He 
is  merely  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  and  I  deny 
altogether  that  there  is  a  general 
feeling  of  opposition  to  the  Bill  on  this 
particular  question.  I  will  further  say 
that  the  error  which  the  hon.  Member 
thinks  he  has  discovered  in  the  drafting 
of  the  clause  does  not  exist.  Under 
Sub-section  (d)  it  is  laid  down  that  if 
a  child  receives  a  suitable  ^^riementanr 
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edacation  the  clause  will  not  come  into 
operation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
^30  admitted  that  this  clause  deals 
with  other  schools  besides  those  which 
are  controlled  by  the  Christian 
Brothers.  I  would  not  suggest  that 
this  Bill  or  this  system  should  be 
thrown  open  to  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  unless  they  are 
brought  under  its  provisions.  They 
were  once  under  the  National  system, 
but  for  reasons  of  their  own  they 
separated  their  schools  from  it.  The 
hon.  Member  said  that  parents  would 
have  no  alternative  but  to  send  their 
children  to  the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers  which  were  in  all  the  large 
towns  and  cities  of  Ireland.  I  observe 
that  he  modified  that  statement  after- 
wards by  giving  the  number  as  thirty. 

Mb.  sexton  ;  That  number  in- 
cludes nearly  all  the  large  towns. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY:  There  are 
several  large  towns  in  Ulster,  for 
instance,  to  which  that  statement  does 
not  apply.  It  may  be  the  case  in  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland,  but  I  deny 
that  it  is  the  case  in  Ulster.  If  I  had 
thought  that  the  clause  as  drawn 
would  have  been  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  education,  I  should  certainly 
have  been  the  last  person  to  support  it. 
I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  developing 
education  for  the  Catholic  population, 
and  would  be  one  of  the  last  persons 
to  oppose  any  serious  attempt  to  im- 
prove primary  education,  but  it  would, 
I  thinK,  be  at  once  endangered  by  this 
Bill  if  the  Amendment  were  accepted. 

CoLOMEL  NOLAN :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  may  certainly  be  allowed  to 
smile  again  at  our  argument,  but  when 
he  says  that  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  only  represents 
the  Christian  Brothers  on  this  occasion, 
I  must  venture  a  contradiction.  In 
the  West  of  Ireland  the  whole  popula- 
tion is  most  anxious  for  this  alteration, 
and  it  is  natural  that  they  should  wish 
the  Christian  Brothers  to  be  aided,  for 
as  the  support  of  the  latter  is  volun- 
tary it  comes  mainly  out  of  the 
pooaets  of  the  poor  people  of  the  towns 
m  which  those  schools  are  estab- 
lished. They  consider  it  unfair  that 
they  should  be  taxed  for  educa- 
tion in  England  and  in  Scotland,  and 
that  they  themselves  should  have  to 
educate    their   children  entirely  at 

Mr.  Macartney 


their  own  cost.  If  the  Government 
were  to  settle  this  qnestion  by 
announcing  their  intention  to  ^ve  a 
proper  contribution  to  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schools  they  would  be  able, 
as  the  Tivies  says  of  the  Irish  Estimates, 
to  rush  their  Bill  through.  As  the 
Bishop  of  Limerick  said,  after  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  the  Education 
Commissioners, or  their  representatives, 
will  get  hold  of  hundreds  of  children 
and  send  them  to  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schools,  for  there  will  in 
many  instances  be  no  other  schools  to 
send  them  to.  If  the  children  are  re- 
fused admittance  you  cannot  punish 
the  Christian  Brothers;  you  will  have 
to  bring  up  the  unfortunate  pttrents  for 
not  sending  their  children  to  an 
"  efficient  "  school,  and  you  will  have 
to  punish  them  for  sending  them  to 
a  school  which  will  not  admit  them. 
What  are  the  Magistrates  to  do  ?  Some 
indication  must  be  given  of  what  their 
action  is  to  be.  As  the  Bill  is  now 
drawn,  I  should  say  that  they  have  to 
punish  the  parents.  The  Bill  does  not 
take  within  its  purview  the  possibility 
of  admittance  to  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  being  refused.  That 
theChristian  llrothers  are  perfectly  will- 
ing to  accept  the  Conscience  Clause  was 
proved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  a  moment  ago.  Consequently, 
no  Protestant  child  could  be  injiu^d 
or  shaken  in  its  faith.  Why,  under  the 
circumstances,  you  should  be  so  unjust 
as  to  keep  the  Christian  Brothers  from 
all  share  in  the  benefit  of  this  Act  I 
cannot  understand.  If  the  Government 
would  mBtke  the  offer  on  the  condi- 
tion that  no  Protestant  child  should  be 
taught  in  a  jnanner  differing  from  the 
National  School  teaching^  every  reason- 
able objection  would  be  met  and  a  great 
difficulty  reUeved. 

Me.  EENTOUL  (Dowu,  E.)  :  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  recognise  the  diffi- 
culty the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bel' 
fast  (Mr.  Sexton)  points  out  in  reference 
to  these  words  "or  other  efficient 
schools."  It  is  quite  in  the  power  of 
the  Christian  Brothers  or  other  denomi- 
national schools  to  refuse  to  take  these 
children.  In  reference  to  the  general 
remarks  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  hon.  Members  fail  to  observe 
the  difficulty  which  environs  the 
Unionist  Members  from  Ulster.  The 
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hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  su^ested 
as  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  that  the 

g'ant  should  be  made  to  the  Christian 
rotherB*  schools.  We  are  absolutely 
Tinable  to  move  one  inch  in  the  direc- 
tion of  meeting  him  in  this  matter.  We 
might  personally  be  willing  to  go  very 
far  to  meet  him,  but  if  there  is  one 
matter  on  which  we  are  specially 
pledged  to  represent  the  views  of  our 
constituents  it  is  that  we  are  not  to 
yield  a  single  inch  in  the  direction  of 
endowing  denominational  education 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  Therefore 
it  is  absolutely  useless  to  appeal  to  us 
on  that  point,  and  I  am  sure  hon. 
Members  opposite  would  not  wish  us 
to  be  false'  to  the  pledge  we  have  made. 
Until  the  whole  question  is  broadly 
raised,  and  on  its  merits,  we  must 
ui^  upon  the  Government  not  to  give 
way  in  the  slightest  degree  in  this 
matter,  and  to  refuse  grant  in  any  shape 
or  form  to  these  schools. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
We  have  been  told  that  the  rest  of 
Ireland  must  submit  to  Ulster,  and 
now  it  also  appears  that  Ulster  Members 
are  to  prevail  over  the  views  of  the 
other  Irish  Members  on  this  question 
of  education ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Bentoul)  thinks  it  a  conclusive 
answer  to  our  demand  in  connection 
with  this  Bill  that  a  few  Ulster  Mem- 
bers are  opposed  to  it.  These  pre- 
tensions on  behalf  of  a  small  section 
of  Ulster  will  be  found  in  this, 
as  in  other  important  matters,  to 
be  entirely  beyond  what  they  have  any 
right  or  power  to  enforce ;  and  I  should 
be  surprised  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Jackson),  to  whom  he  appeals, 
ventures  to  justify  any  opposition  to 
the  Amendment  on  the  ground  that 
certain  Ulster  Members  are  opposed  to 
it.  The  hon.  Member  for  South  An- 
trim (Mr.  Macartney)  sneered  at  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  because 
he  undertook,  not  merely  to  speak  for 
the  Catholics,  but  for  onr  Protestant 
fellow  citizens,  who  have  strong  views 
in  favour  of  denominational  education. 
I  venture  to  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  did  not  profess  to  have  a 
brief  for  Protestant  schools.  He  said 
the  reasons  he  put  forward  applied  to 
one  school  as  well  as  another ;  and  I 
should  be  surprised  if  these  Protestant 
8cho(da  did  not  take  moreeomfort  from 


the  line  of  my  hon.  Friend  than  from  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Antrim. 
The  hon.  Member  also  undertook  to 
lecture  my  hon.  Friend  as  to  what  the 
Catholics  desire.  I  venture  to  tell  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  in  bringing  this  de- 
mand forward  is  not  merely  speaking 
the  voice  of  the  Catholic  people  in  this 
matter  of  the  Christian  BrotherSj  but 
that  he  has  given  the  views  largely  sup- 
ported by  Irish  Protestants.  Agitation 
on  this  subject  has  continued  for  the 
past  few  months,  numerous  public 
bodies  all  over  Ireland  have  expressed 
their  opinions,  and  we  see  that  the 
Protestants  of  these  Boards  ure  fore- 
most in  moving  these  resolutions  in 
support  of  the  demand  that  the 
Christian  Brothers  should  receive  State 
aid  in  the  same  manner  as  other  schools 
in  Ireland.  Outside  a  small  section  of 
North-East  Ulster  I  venture  to  say  that 
in  connection  with  every  public  body 
in  Ireland  which  has  put  this 
matter  forward  the  Protestants  have 
supported  this  demand  quite  as 
warmly  as  the  Catholics.  None  of  the 
hon.  Members  have  given  any  reasons 
for  the  views  they  have  assnmed  on 
this  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Down  (Mr.  Bentoul)  did  not  tell 
us  why  a  school  which  in  England 
would  receive  State  aid  should,  because 
it  happens  to  be  in  Ireland,  be  ex- 
cluded from  that  right.  He  simply 
says  that  those  he  represents  having 
considered  the  matter  are  opposed  to 
it,  and  that  he  thinks  is  the  reason 
why  the  Christian  Brothers  should  not 
be  embraced  in  this  grant.  In  Cork 
and  elsewhere  these  schools  do  an 
enormous  amount  of  good  in  connec- 
tion with  the  poor  class,  and  they 
are  willing  to  accept  the  actual  work- 
ing Conscience  CUuse  framed  by  this 
Parliament,  and  inserted  by  a  Conser- 
vative Government  in  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act.  But  we  are  told  that 
they  are  not  to  receive  any  State  aid, 
and  while  you  assume  that  attitude  you 
at  the  same  time  practically  compel  the 
schools  to  accept  pupils  free  of  warae. 
In  those  towns  whore  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  are  the  only  Catholic 
schools  the  position  will  be  this :  A  child 
who  is  kept  away  from  school  will  be 
summoned  for  non-attendance,  and  the 
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National  Catholic  school  in  this  town, 
and  how  therefore  can  we  punish  the 
child  or  the  parent  ?  "  Then  the  Edu- 
cation Committee  formed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  have  to  admit  that 
there  is  no  National  school  which  these 
Catholic  children  can  be  called  upon  to 
attend,  but  they  will  point  to  the 
Christian  Brothers'  school,  over  which 
they  have  no  control,  an4  which  the 
State  refuses  to  recognise,  and  say  that 
the  child  must  be  sent  there.  But  the 
Christian  Brothers  may  refuse  to  admit 
the  child  without  payment.  In  that 
case  I  assert  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  the  parent  will  be  bound  to 
pay  for  the  education  of  his  child,  or 
he  will  be  liable  to  be  punished.  With 
great  respect  I  submit  that  that  is  un- 
questionably the  construction  of  the 
clause  as  it  stands.  It  is  sufficient  for 
the  School  Committee  to  show  there  is 
an  efficient  school  in  the  locality ;  they 
are  not  bound  to  show  that  that  school 
will  receive  any  particular  pupil  gratis. 
This  Bill  is  supposed  to  give  free  edu- 
cation in  all  parts  of  Ireland,  and  it  is 
for  that  reason  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsion is  introduced.  But  I  contend 
that  in  those  towns  in  which  the 
Christian  Brothers'  school  is  the 
only  Catholic  school  you  are  not 
making  education  free,  because  it 
will  be  open  to  these  Christian 
Brothers  to  say  to  any  parent  "  Unless 
you  pay  for  your  child  we  refuse  to 
admit  him."  I  want  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Madden)  to  tell  me  his  view  of  the  law 
in  a  case  of  this  kind.  Supposing  the 
Christian  Brothers'  school  is  the  only 
efficient  one  in  the  district,  and  they 
refuse  to  receive  a  child  without  pay- 
ment, could  a  parent  be  punished  for 
not  sending  his  child  to  school  under 
such  circumstances  ?  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  intimate  that  a  parent  could  nob  be 

funisbed  in  a  case  of  that  sort.  May 
ask  him  to  show  what  he  grounds 
that  opinion  upon?  The  mere  existence, 
I  assert,  of  an  efficient  school  within  a 
district  is  a  sufficient  ground  under 
this  Act  for  punishing  a  parent  if  he 
does  not  send  his  child  to  it,  irrespec- 
tive altogether  of  the  question  whether 
he  has  to  pay  or  not.  Now,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  appeal  to  the  Govemmeut 
not  to  peraiBt  in  tbe  somewhat  obstinate 

Mr.  Maurice  Bealy 


and  unreasonable  attitude  they  have 
taken  up  in  regard  to  these  Christian 
Brothers'  schools.  I  am  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  is  not  present, 
because  within  the  past  twelve  months 
he  visited  the  Christian  Brothers* 
schools  in  Cork,  and  I  should 
have  liked  to  hear  him  tell  the  House 
what  he  saw  there.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  merely  visited  these 
schools,  but  he  made  a  speech  in  one 
of  them,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said 
that  the  refusal  to  make  the  same 
grant  to  these  schools  as  was  made  to 
other  voluntary  schools  was  a  state  of 
things  which  could  not  be  justified 
or  defended.  I  wish  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  here  this  afternoon  to 
give  us  the  benefit  of  his  vote  on  this 
question.  The  Christian  Brothers' 
schools  are  regarded  with  gratitude  and 
admiration  by  the  masses  of  the 
Catholic  people  in  Ireland,  and  they 
are  looked  upon  with  respect  by  the 
Protestant  community.  I  venture  to 
say  that  only  a  small  minority  of  the 
Irish  Protestants  would  be  opposed  to 
the  demand  which  my  hon.  IViend  has 
made.  I  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
act  reasonably  in  this  matter,  and  not 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  iufiuenced  by 
any  spirit  of  reUgious  bigotry.  If  these 
Christian  Brothers'  schools  existed  in 
England  and  Scotland  they  would 
receive  a  grant  from  the  State,  and  it 
is  a  shame  and  a  scandal  that  simply 
because  they  exist  in  Ireland  they  are 
excluded  from  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  the^  would  enjoy  if  they  were 
situated  in  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mb.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.) :  I  do  not 
know  a  great  deal  about  these  Christian 
Brothers'  schools,  hut  I  am  quite  will- 
ing to  admit  that  they  have  done,  and 
are  still  doing,  a  considerable  amount 
of  good.  If  this  were  a  Bill  to  alter 
the  system  of  national  education  into 
one  of  a  denominational  kind,  by  dis- 
tributing to  each  sect  a  certain  amount 
of  money,  it  would  be  quite  right  that 
the  Christian  Brothers  should  be  the 
recipients  of  a  grant.  Under  the  pre- 
sent national  system,  however,  denomi- 
nationalism  is  not  recognised.  As  far 
as  I  can  understand,  the  education  is 
entirely  unsectarian,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  this  Bill  should  altoisthat  srstem. 
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Personally  I  am  opposed  to  the  Amend- 
ment, because  I  am  opposed  to  any 
sectarian  system  whatever  in  connection 
with  national  education.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  has  said  that  the 
Christian  Brothers  are  quite  prepared 
to  accept  a  Conscience  Clause  ;  but  I 
would  ask  him  if  it  would  not  be  better 
for  these  Christian  Brothers  to  revert  to 
the  national  system,  under  which  they 
commenced,  and  comply  with  the  Edu- 
cation Commissioners  ?  They  would 
then  obtain  a  grant  for  every  child  that 
attends  their  schools.  It  appecurs  to 
me  that  that  wotild  be  the  simplest 
way  of  solving  the  question. 

Dr.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
With  regard  to  some  of  the  remarks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  distinguished 
foreigner  opposite  

The  CHAIBMAN  :  Order,  order! 

Dn.  TANNEB :  I  was  about  to  say 
that  the  hon.  Member  opposite  is  in 
complete  error  with  regard  to  the 
attitude  of  Protestants  in  the  South 
of  Ireland  towards  these  Christian 
Brothers*  schools.  There  were  also 
some  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney),  which 
were  of  a  character  to  lead  the  Com- 
mittee astray,  if  they  were  to  beheve 
that  Protestants  in  the  South  of  Ireland 
do  not  in  every  sense  of  the  word  help 
to  support  these  Christian  Brothers' 
schools.  I  can  speak  upon  this  matter 
with  a  certain  amount  of  confidence, 
and  if  hon.  Members  would  only 
inquire  I  think  they  would  find  that 
in  the  City  of  Cork  Protestants 
have  liberally  subscribed  in  aid  of 
these  schools.  I  shall  never  forget 
a  very  large  bazaar  which  took  place 
two  years  ago  when  the  Protestants  of 
my  native  city  and  pohticians  of  all 
shades  of  opinion  turned  out  in  very 
lar^e  numbers  to  help  on  the  good  work 
which  has  been  carried  on  by  these 
Christian  Brothers  in  Cork.  During 
the  recent  Cork  election  one  of  the 
polling  booths  was  at  the  school  of 
these  Christian  Brothers,  and  I  was 
there  with  two  of  my  hiiends,  both  of 
whom  are  Conservatives,  and  they 
turned  round  to  me  and  said,  "  Was  it 
not  a  great  s^ame  that  these  Chris- 
tian Brothers  do  not  receive  a  grant 
in  order  to  assist  their  schools,  which 
are  doing  so  much  good  in  the  city  ?  "  I 


should  like  to  ask  why  these  Christian 
Brothers  shonld  be  required,  if  they' 
wish  to  receive  a  grant,  to  ta^e  down 
the  common  embfems  of  their  faith, 

when,  as  was  lately  pointed  out  in  the 
course  of  a  debate  in  this  House,  the 
Protestants  belonging  to  the  High 
Church  Party  are  very  proud  of  having 
the  emblem  of  the  Cross  himg  up  in 
their  institutions  ?  I  find  that  this  is 
done  in  these  High  Church  schools  in 
England.  Why,  therefore,  should  not 
the  same  thing  be  allowed  in  Ireland? 
These  Christian  Brothers  are  doing  a 
magnificent  educational  work  in  the 
poorest  localities,  and  I  think  it  is 
very  hard  that  they  should  be  de< 
prived  of  a  Government  grant.  If 
the  hon.  Member  for  East '  Belfast 
(Mr.  Wolff)  wishes  to  learn  something 
of  this  question  he  should  visit  these  , 
schools.  He  would  then  see  the  good 
work  they  are  doing,  and  be  in  a  better 
position  to  speak  on  this  matter. 

Mb.  WOLFF:  I  fully  admit  the 
good  work  they  do.  I  have  never 
doubted  it. 

Db.  TANNEB :  I  am  very  glad  to 
h&ve  the  admission  of  the  hon.  Member, 
and  if  the  Qovenmient  could  only  see  its 
way  to  make  the  small  concession  for 
which  we  ask  all  this  controversy 
would  be  avoided,  and  the  debate 
would  come  to  an  end. 

(2.11.)  Mb.  WEBB  (Waterford, 
W.) :  I  should  not  have  intervened  in 
this  debate  but  for  the  remarks  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  They  seem 
to  think  that  we  in  no  way  represent 
Protestant  feeling  in  Ireland,  and  that 
we  are  only  fighting  for  the  Christian 
Brothers.  I  have  heard  it  constantly 
said  that  we  are  anxious  only  for 
Catholic  interests,  and  that  we  care 
nothing  for  Protestant  interests.  We 
are  interested  for  both  alike,  and  we 
are  anxious  that  people  who  desire  a 
particular  kind  of  education  for  their 
children  should  be  able  to  get  it.  We 
are  not  speaking  for  the  Catholics 
alone.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  contended 
that  because  the  National  teachers  of 
Ireland  have  agreed  upon  a  certain 
course  with  respect  to  this  Bill,  that 
course  should  be  followed.  No  party 
is  more  anxious  to  secure  the  benefit  of 
the  National  teachers  than  we  are,  but 
I  deny  that  they  have  anj 
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dictate  as  to  what  class  of  edacation 
should  be  given.  They  are  the  servants 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  system,  aod 
it  by  no  means  follows  because  they 
are  engaged  in  giving  education 
that  they  are  the  best  judges 
of  the  kind  of  education  that  should  be 
given.  But  the  hon.  Member  went  on 
to  say  that  the  feeling  which  is  em- 
bodied in  this  Amendment  is  only  par- 
tial, and  does  not  include  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.  There  could  not 
be  a  greater  mistake,  and  the  bon. 
Member  cannot  have  mixed  with 
CathoUcs,  nor  can  he  have  felt  the 
pulse  of  the  centre  and  South  of  Ire- 
land. Since  I  came  into  this  House  no 
question  has  been  pressed  upon  me  by 
my  constituents  with  such  force  as  the 
desirability  that  the  Christian  Brothers 
should  have  a  grant  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  their  work.  It  is  the  imi- 
versal  feeling  of  the  Catholics,  who  have 
a  very  natural  desire  that  their  chil- 
dren should  receive  a  CathoUc  educa- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  East  Down 
(Mr.  Bentoul)  made  a  very  strong  de- 
claration that  they  never  would  con- 
sent to  a  grant. 

Mb.  RENTOTJL  :  What  I  said  was 
that  a  grant  could  not  be  made  in 
this  way.  If  the  question  were  raised 
broadly  we  could  discuss  it,  but  we 
could  not  consent  to  a  grant  on  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  to  a  denominational 
school. 

Me.  WEBB  :  Practically  the  schools 
are  denominational  over  a  great  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  is  very  disingenuous 
for  the  hon.  Member  to  take  up  a  posi- 
tion of  that  kind.  If  I  were  to  tf^e  a 
CathoUc  parent  into  some  of  those 
schools  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
and  let  him  seethe  tone  and  temper 
of  those  schools  that  Catholic  parent 
would  do  anything  rather  than  his 
children  should  enter  that  school. 
And  it  is  the  same  with  the  Protestants. 
I  have  visited  a  large  number  of  schools 
since  last  Autumn,  when  we  knew  that 
this  Bill  was  coming  on,  and  I  have 
seen  many  National  schools  to  which 
a  Protestant  would  not  send  his  child. 
The  spirit  of  the  schools  is  Catholic, 
and  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  this  is  the  case  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  people  that  the  schools  should  be 
Catnolio.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  Protestants  are  making  a  great 

J£r.  Webb 


mistake  in  this  matter,  and  are  doing 
themselves  more   harm    than  good. 
The  large  National  schools  in  the 
Catholic  districts  are  virtually  Catholic 
schools,  and  why  these  vexatious  re- 
strictions are  kept   up  passes  my 
comprehension.      In    England  lai^ 
grants  are  made  to  schools  precisely 
similar  to    those  of    the  Christian 
Brothers  and  having  the  same  emblems, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  in 
this  House  about  not  bating  a  jot  or 
tittle  of  the  opposition  to  a  grant  to 
the  Christian  Brothers.    It  is  straining 
at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel,  and 
I  refdly  do  not  .see  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  refuse  to  make  some 
compromise  in  this  matter.   Take  the 
case  of  the  town  of  Enniscorthy.  The 
only  education  for  Catholic  boys  there 
is  in  the  Christian  Brothers'  school, 
which     is     full     to  overflowing, 
and     as     the     means     are  small 
there    is    no    possibility     of  any 
more     children     being  admitted. 
Suppose  the  people  were  compelled  to 
send    their  children,  the  Christian 
Brothers  could  not  take  them  wiUiout 
a  grant,  and  there  is  no  other  {dace,  for 
the  National  School  is  purely  Protes- 
tant .   The  teachers  are  ^^jtestant,  and 
the  education  is  Protestant.    I  have  no 
doubt  there  are  thirty  or  forty  towns  in 
Ireland  where  the  same  state  of  things 
prevails.  It  is  impossible  that  too  mneh 
can  be  said  in  praise  of  these  Christian 
Brothers'  schools,  and  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  agree  to  some  com- 
promise.  No  one  would  suffer  by  it, 
and  the  education  of  the  country  would 
be  greatly  improved. 

(2.20.)  Mb.  HBNBY  CAMPBELL 
(Fermanagh,  S.) :  I  have  visited  a  luge 
number  of  these  schools,  and  am  prac- 
tically conversant  with  the  good  edu- 
cational system  they  promote,  and  the 
great  educational  advantages  which 
they  confer  on  the  people,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  pity  that  a  good  Bill  hke  this-^ 
a  Bill  which  I  freely  recognise  will  be 
agreat  advantage  to  my  country— diould 
not  have  embodied  in  it  a  provision 
which  would  give  to  the  Ghristiui 
Brothers'  Schools  that  which  we  desire. 
I  think  it  is  admitted  by  alt  Members 
of  this  House,  and  especially  by  those 
Members  who  claim  to  represent  the 
Unionists  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  that 
the  Christian  Brothers'  ^stem  of  ednea- 
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tion  is  sound.  The  Christian  Brothers 
are  a  body  who  work  without  fee  or 
reward,  save  merely  the  pittance  they 
exist  upon,  audit  would  be  a  pity  if 
througb  any  little  idea  that  we  are 
jrolng  to  benefit  one  system  of  religion 
or  another  that  these  gentlemen  should 
be  prevented  from  carrying  on  their 
good  work.  I  should  be  very  reluctant 
to  in  any  way  endanger  the  passage  of 
this  Bill ;  but  I  would  urge  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Attorney  General  to  do 
all  they  can  to  meet  us  in  this  matter, 
and  let  the  Christian  Brothers  have 
their  proper  share  in  the  grant  which 
is  to  be  made  for  education  in  Ireland. 

*(3.23.)  Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  ques- 
tion raised  is  no  doubt  a  question  of 
some  importance,  but  I  venture  to 
submit  that  there  seems  to  be  a  little 
confusion  as  to  what  the  effect  of  the 
words  "  or  other  efficient  school "  is  as 
regards  this  clause.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  clause  provides  that  certain 
reasons  for  non-attendance  shall  be 
reasonable  excuses,  and  if  I  accepted 
the  Amendment  which  is  proposed  the 
effect  would  be  this :  It  would  be 
accepted  as  a  reasonable  excuse  that 
there  was  not ,  within  two  miles, 
measured  according  to  the  nearest  road 
and  the  residence  of  the  child,  any 
National  school.  That  would  be  a 
distinct  limitation. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  And  a  proper 
one. 

*Mb.  JACKSON  :  And  would  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  afford  the  relief  which 
ought  properly  to  be  afforded  to 
a  child  attendii^  any  other  efficient 
school.  The  very  case  which  has 
been  quoted,  the  Christian  Brothers* 
schools,  or  the  Church  Education 
schools,  might  be  efficient  schools, 
might  be  within  two  miles  of  a 
child's  residence,  and  the  child  might 
be  attending  one  or  other  of  those 
schools,  and  yet  that  would  not  be, 
if  these  words  were  omitted,  a  reason- 
able excuse. 

Mb.  MAXIBIOE  HEALY  :  Look  at 
the  first  clause. 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  Certainly,  that  is 
the  object  with  which  these  words  were 
inserted — in  order  to  make  it  appear 
that  a  child  attending  any  other 
efficient  school  than  a  National  school, 
that  that  should  be  accepted  as  a 
reasooable  exoase,  and  that  the  child 


should  not  be  compelled  to  attend  a 
National  school.  Therefore  the  effect 
of  ray  accepting  this  Amendment  would, 
I  think,  really  be  rather  to  make  the 
clause  stronger  than  to  afford  any  re- 
laxation. There  have  been  several 
questions  raised  in  the  debate.  The 
Member  for  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  gave 
great  credit  to  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools  for  the  efficiency  of  their  educa- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  the  Member 
for  East  Down  (Mr.  Bentoul)  certainly 
took  up  a  position,  if  I  may  venture  to 
say  so,  which  seemed  to  be  much  more 
extreme  than  anything  I  have  heard  in 
this  House  during  the  Debate.  I  do 
not  suppose  the  hon.  Member  meant 
to  convey  the  impression  that  his  words 
might  produce.  But  if  we  carry  our 
minds  back  it  will  be  in  the.  recollec- 
tion of  the  Committee  that  both  on  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill,  and  also  on 
the  Second  Reading,  it  was  distinctly 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  'T.  W.  Russell)  and  by 
several  other  Members  that  what  had 
been  objected  to  was  thatthe  Christian 
Brothers'  schools  had  refused  to  make 
compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Education  for  religious 
instruction.  In  fact,  if  I'  remember 
rightly,  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
said  in  express  terms  that  he  recog- 
nised the  quality  of  the  education  given 
by  the  Christian  Brothers  and  made  no 
complaint  about  it,  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  think  we  can  take  a  stand  on  the 
position  that  they  are  Christian 
Brothers'  schools.  What  we  have  to 
consider  is  whether  they  comply  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Educa- 
tion Commissioners.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber also  referred  to  the  statement  that 
these  schools  if  in  England  would  be  in 
receipt  of  grants,  and  when  challenged 
he  distinctly  said  that  he  thought  that 
would  not  be  the  case.  They  would 
have  to  comply  with  the  Conscience 
Clause  and  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Education  Department.  I 
merely  mention  that  now  to  make  it 
clear  that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather,  there  have  been  no  adverse 
criticisms  passed  upon  the  educational 
advantages  of  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools,  and  that  the  reason  why 
they  have  been  excluded,  or  have 
excluded  themselves,  has  been  be- 
cause they  have  not  complied,  or 
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did  not  feel  it  within  their  power  to 
comply,  with  the  rules  and  r4;alations 

of  the  Education  Commissioners. 
Any  Minister  who  is  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  caring  for  education  in 
Ireland  would,  of  course,  be  only  too  glad 
if  some  plan  could  be  found  by  which  the 
whole  elementary  education  would  be 
brought  into  line,  and  there  should  be 
no  question  of  denomination  or  of  the 
separation  of  schools.  I  think  it  is 
quite  clear  that  it  is  impossible  to  make 
exceptions.  What  is  desirable  is  that 
everything  should  be  done  in  order  to 
afford  the  greatest  opportunities  and 
facilities  for  education,  so  far  as  that 
can  be  done  consistently  with  the  rules 
and  regulations  laid  down,  or  which  the 
Commissioners  may  think  it  necessary 
tolaydown.  Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  just 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  reference  to 
the  Resident  Magistrates,  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  referred. 
I  do  not  read  the  Bill  in  the  sense 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member,  that 
there  would  be  power  on  the  part  of 
any  mi^strate  to  compel  attendance 
unless  there  was  a  school  which  the 
child  could  attend.  I  think  probably 
that  in  view  of  the  change  which  is 
about  to  be"  made  when  the  Bill  comes 
into  operation,  freeing  the  schools  in 
Ireland,  it  must  be  obvious  that  no 
magistrate  before  whom  a  parent  was 
brought  could  do  otherwise  than 
accept  as  reasonable  the  excuse  that 
there  was  no  school  at  which  the  child 
could  attend  free.- 

Mb.  sexton  :  What  is  to  become 
of  the  child? 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  That  is  quite 
another  question.  I  admit  that  with 
the  concessions  that  have  been  made 
in  debate — I  mean  concessions  which 
would  lead  to  the  freeing  of  a  very 
large  proportion  of  education  in  Ire- 
land— there  should  be  a  reasonably 
restricted  clause  and  provisions  in  order 
to  avoid  violating  the  parent's  religious 
scruples,  and  that  there  should  be  as 
much  freedom  and  elasticity  as  possible, 
so  that  it  coiild  not  be  in  the  power  of 
an  Attendance  Committee  or  magistrate ' 
to  compel  a  parent  to  send  a  child  to  a 
school  to  which  he  has  conscientious 
objections.  The  reasonable  excuses 
which  are  prescribed  as  being  sufficient 
to  excuse  attendance,  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
excuse  the  enforcement  by  the  magis- 
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trates  of  the  penalties  in  the  Bill,  are 
very  considerable.   The  corollary  -of 

that  is  this,  that  these  reasonable  ex- 
cuses, being  so  wide  and  so  many, 
unless  the  Act  were  worked  with  the 
general  concurrence  of  public  opinion  in 
Ireland,  it  could  not  succeed  as  it 
ought  to  succeed.  I  do  not  agree  that 
there  is  a  power  to  compel  a  child  to 
attend  a  school  to  which  the  parent 
objects. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  did  not 
say  that. 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  If  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schools  or  the  Church  Educa- 
tion schools  refused  to  admit  a  child 
without  payment  that  would  be  a 
reasonable  excuse,  which  would  prevent 
a  magistrate  ordering  that  a  child 
should  attend  or  pay.   The  Bill  says — 

"If  tbe  School  Attendance  Committee  have 
reason  to  believe  that  an  attendance  order  has 
not  been  complied  with,  and  that  there  is  not 
an^  reaBooable  exouee  within  the  meaoing  of 
this  Act  for  non-com  plianco  therewith.they  may 
make  a  further  complaint  to  a  Court  of  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction,  and  thereupon,  if  the 
parent  does  not  satiafr  the  Coart  that  the 
order  has  been  eompliea  wiUi,  or  that  hehai 
used  all  reaaoniAle  efforts  to  comply  there- 
with," 

the  penalties  should  be  imposed.  If 
admission  were  refused,  the  parent 
could  say  he  had  used  all  reasonable 

efforts. 

Mr.   HEALY :   I  do  not  say  if  a 

Earent  is  unable  to  pay  that  would  not 
e  a  reasonable  excuse,  but  I  say  that 
where  he  is  able  to  pay  he  may  be  com- 
pelled to  pay,  or  send  tbe  child  to  a 
school  to  which  he  objects. 
•Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
pointed  out  several  ways,  one  of  which 
was  that  the  Christian  Brothers  might 
not  admit  the  child ;  then  there  would 
be  no  power  to  compel  attendance. 
In  the  other  cases,  I  think  the  parent 
would  be  exempt  under  the  reasonable 
excuses  provided  in  the  Bill.  Just  a 
word  about  the  Resident  ISl^gistrates. 
They  are  put  in  as  a  sort  of  protection 
to  meet  a  possible  case  of  this  kind. 
It  might  be  urged  that  in  some 
districts,  where  religious  feeling  might 
run  high  and  differences  be  very  acute, 
there  might  be  two  magistrates  who 
belonged  tothesame  creed,  and  were  of 
the  same  political  opinions,  and  I  can 
quite  conceive  that  if  they  took  action 
against  a  child  of  a  different  creed  it 
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might  be  said  that  they  had  been 
influenced  by  that  fact.  The  Kesident 
Magiutrates  are  put  in  as  a  protection 
in  such  a  case.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast.  No  doubt, 
as  I  have  said,  the  cunditions  which 
will  be  created  by  this  Bill  will  be 
different  to  anything  we  have  had  before. 
By  this  Bill  we  are  going  to  free  the 
schools  from  the  payment  of  school 
pence,  and  to  offer  to  the  parents  of 
children  in  Ireland  opportunities  of 
obtaining  the  advantages  of  free  educa- 
tion. We  expect  that  will  largely 
improve  the  average  attendance,  and 
wiU  tend  very  greatly  to  benefit  all 
education  in  Ireland.  I  have  said  that 
I  have  not  heard,  as  r^ards  these 
schools,  any  complaint  as  to  their 
educational  status.  I  think  it  must  be 
recognised  that  these  conditions  re- 
sulting from  the  Bill  are  creating  a 
condition  of  things  which  never  existed 
before.  It  is  a  fact,  no  doubt,  that  in 
some  towns  in  Ireland  there  are  no 
schools  other  than  those  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  for  boys.  I  do  not 
think  the  number  is  so  large  as  that 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  put  it  this 
way :  that  there  are  sixty  towns  in 

which  the  Christian  Brothers  are 
the  principal  educators  of  the  boys, 
and  in  thirty  towns  there  are  schools 
not  open  to  other  than  Protestant 
children. 

•Mb.  JACKSON  :  According  to  the 
information  supplied  to  me,  I  think 
there  are  about  fifteen  towns  where 
that  would  apply.  No  doubt,  in  these 
towns  the  dimculty  will  be  very  con- 
siderable in  carrying  out  the  Act,  and 
I  think  we  are  bound  to  look  at  it 
in  a  reasonable  spirit,  and,  if  possible, 
to  find  some  solution.  I  believe  every- 
body is  agreed  that  if  the  Christian 
Brothers  were  able  to  see  their  way  to 
bring  themselves  within  the  rules  of 
the  Education  Commissioners,  no 
one  would  object  to  their  being 
brought  under  the  system  of  National 
education  and  receiving  grants.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  single  Member  of 
the  House  who  would  say,  because 
they  are  Christian  Brothers,  they  should 
be  excluded  from  the  benefits  derived 
by  schools  closely  parallel  with  them. 


There  are  the  French  Christian  Brothers, 
who,  I  presume,  carry  on  education 
practically  in  the  same  way  and  with 
the  same  objects.  There  are  monastery 
and  convent  schools,  which  are  attended 
by  70,000  children,  and  they  receive 
from  the  Education  Department  thdr 
share  of  the  grant  for  educational 
purposes.  I  say  we  are  face  to  face 
with  a  new  set  of  circumstances,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  we  are  face  to  face 
with  a  new  position  in  this  respect.  It 
has  been  made  clear  to-day  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  that 
whatever  doubt  there  may  have  been 
there  is  none  now,  as  to  whether 
these  schools  were  willing  to  bring 
themselves  under  the  full  control  of  a 
Conscience  Clause,  so  that  there  could 
be  no  question  of  danger  to  the  con- 
science of  any  child  whose  religion  was 
different.  Of  course,  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  education  in  Ire- 
land if  these  schools  could  be  made 
practically  National  schools  under  the 
Board,  and  available  to  all  for  the 
purposes  of  education  in  the  towns  in 
which  they  are  placed.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast,  in  view  of  the  altered  con- 
ditions, said  distinctly  that  these  schools 
are  quite  willing  to  accept  a  Con- 
science Clause  and  bring  themselves 
within  the  rules,  and  so  make  it  quite 
clear  that  there  is  no  question  of  reli- 
gious instruction,  other  than  that  to 
which  the  parents  agree,  within  the 
period  of  secular  instruction.  He  puts 
the  question  to  me  whether  under  these 
altered  conditions  the  time  has  not 
arrived  when  the  Education  Commis- 
sioners might  consider  whether  a 
clause,  such  as  he  intimated  as  exist- 
ing in  the  Intermediate  Education 
Act,  should  not  be  embodied  in  the 
rules  of  the  Department,  so  as  to  enable 
these  schools  to  participate  in  the 
grant.  I  feel  that  we  should  try  if  we 
can  to  find  some  plan,  not  of  making  an 
exception  of  the  Christian  Brothers, 
but  of  bringing  all  elementary  schools 
into  line,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  unable  to 
resist  the  appeal  that  the  question  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Commissioners.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  reasonable  that  the 
Education  Commissioners  should  be 
asked  to  consider  whether  by  the  adop- 
tion of  some  such  clause  these  schools 
might  not  be  brought  into  line,  be- 
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cause  it  is  obvious  that,  as  regturds 
elementary  education,  there  woidd  be 
a  great  advantage  in  the  working  of  the 
Act  if  we  could  get  everybody  to  do 
their  best  to  try  and  give  full  eflfect  to 
an  Act  which  I  believe  will  confer  a 
greater  benefit  on  Ireland  than  any 
Act  which  has  been  passed. 

(3.12.)  Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.)  :  I 
have  no  desire  to  prolong  the  discussion, 
for  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  Bill  pass 
into  law  as  soon  as  possible.  I  wish 
to  be  considered  as  endorsing  the  prin- 
ciple of  oompulsion,  but  I  must  say 
iluit  I  am  not  in  favour  of  its  being  ap- 
plied in  many  parts  of  Ireland.  It 
would  be  very  hfurd  indeed  to  enforce 
school  attenmince  when  such  compul- 
sion might  mean  the  infliction  of  very 
great  hardship  ;  but  with  regard  to  the 
measure,  as  a  whole,  I  believe  it  will 
serve  the  interests  of  the  country,  and 
consequently  T  shall  be  very  glad  to  see 
it  become  law  with  certain  modifica- 
tions, and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretai^r  could  see  his  way 
to  make  those  modifications,  I  believe 
that  it  would  take  a  comparatively 
short  time  to  pass  the  BiU  through  the 
House.  I  listened  with  very  great  at- 
tention to  the  speech  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  just  now  achieved, 
and  I  feel  that  I  am  echoing  the  views 
of  my  colleagues  here,  and  all  who 
listened  to  him,  when  I  say  that 
nothing  could  be  better  than  the  tone 
and  temper  of  that  speech.  I  am  sure 
that  with  regard  to  the  Christian 
Brothers*  schools,  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred,  be  sees  the 
perfect  absurdity  of  keeping  them  out- 
side the  benefits  of  the  Education  Act, 
and  that  he  is  not  one  who  is  in  favour 
of  the  absurd  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  National  Board  of  Education, which 
keeps  the  Christian  Brothers'  schools 
outside  the  scope  of  this  Act.  I  was 
pleased  to  observe  also  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ulster  had  got  nothing  to  say 
against  these  schools,  and  nothing  to 
say  in  favour  of  the  rules  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I  gathered  from  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Down 
that  as  far  as  he  himself  is  concerned, 
personally,  he  could  see  no  objection  to 
the  Christian  Brothers'  schools  being 
endowed  by  the  Government,  but  that 
he  feels  his  hands  are  tied  by  the  igno- 
rance of  the  circumstances  of  a  certain 
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section  of  his  constituency,  and  that  if 
he  were  left  to  himself,  and  if  the  other 
gentlemen  who  represent  Unionist  con- 
stituencies in  Ulster  were  left  to  them- 
selves, they  would  raise  no  objection  to 
these  Christian  Brothers'  schools  being 
included.  The  Chief  Secretary  might 
shorten  this  discussion  very  much  if  he 
were  to  give  way  upon  this  particular 
point,  for  although  I  recognise  the 
courtesy  and  the  tone  and  temper  and 
feeling  of  his  speech,  I  am  very  much 
afraid  he  has  not  brought  us  any  fiirther 
in  the  matter,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  throws  the  Christian  Brothers 
back  again  upon  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ire- 
land and  their  precious  rules  and  regu- 
lations. Everyone  knows  that  the 
thing  which  has  brought  the  Christian 
Brothers  into  conflict  with  the  National 
Board  is  the  use  of  certain  religious 
emblems,  and  the  use  of  certain  books 
in  the  religious  education  given  in  the 
schools.  I  think  it  has  been  pointed 
out  pretty  clearly  and  conclusively  by 
other  speakers  that  the  objections  to 
the  use  of  these  emblems  in  the  schools 
is  absurd.  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
objection  at  all  would  be  made  to  a 
manager  or  teacher  of  an  elementary 
school  in  Ireland  displaying  the 
,  emblems  of  the  Buddhist  rehgion  or 
Mahommedan  religion,  or  almost  any 
other  religion,  but  here  in  a  Christian 
country,  the  moment  the  teach^  of  a 
school  in  Ireland  display  any  emblem 
of  the  Christian  religion  they  are  imme- 
diately objected  to  by  the  Board.  Aiid 
then  with  regiurd  to  the  books,  I  am 
afraid  that  the  Christian  Brothers  will 
not  be  able  to  see  their  way  to  adopt 
the  books  of  the  National  Board 
of  Education,  and  I  most  certainly 
sympathise  with  them  in  this  course. 
The  Commissioners  of  National  Edu- 
cation shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
in  this  country  in  State-aided  schools 
any  kind  of  class  books  may  be  used, 
but  in  Ireland  a  hard  and  fast  role  is 
laid  down  that  only  the  set  of  books 
approved  by  the  National  Board  should 
be  used ;  and  I  think  the  ingenuity  of 
man  could  hardly  clevise  a  drier  and 
more  repulsive  set  of  class  books  for 
young  children  than  those  used  in  the 
National  schools  of  Ireland.  Some 
little  improvement,  I  admit,  has  been 
made  in  recent  years,  but  even  now 
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everyone  must  sympathise  with  the ' 
ChiiBtifui  Brothers  in  objecting  to  being 
tied  down  to  these  partioular  books. 
The  objeot  of  theright  hon.  Gentleman 
fmd  of  others  is  to  prevent  anything  in 
the  E^pe  of  proselytising  or  intener- 
enoe  with  the  faith  of  the  children 
who  attend  a  State-aided  school,  but  in 
the  oose  of  the  Christian  Brothers 
there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  of  any- 
thing (A  the  kind  taking  place,  because 
DO  ^otestant  (diild  att^ds,  or  is  likely 
to  attend,  any  of  their  schools.  As  far 
as  the  concessions  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  are  oonoemed,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  found,  when  we 
come  down  to  the  hard  and  fast  case, 
that  the  Christian  Brothers  will  not  be 
able  to  attain  the  object  they  have  in 
view;  and  I  hope  that  in  order  to 
expedite  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  his  way  to  making  a  definite 
announcement  in  favour  of  giving 
State  aid  to  any  schools,  whether 
Protestant  or  Catholic,  where  the 
secular  instruction  is  up  to  the  required 
standard.  That  is  all  that  the  State 
has  a  right  to  expect  in  the  matter  of 
education. 

Mb. CONWAY:  Like myhon. Friend 
I  must  bear  testimony  to  the  very 
sympathetic  speech  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, but  to  my  mind  certain  difficulties 
are  presented.  The  Christian  Brothers, 
who  engage  in  priman^  instmotion  in 
competition  with  the  National  teachers 
of  Ireland,  at  this  moment  take  advan- 
tage of  the  Intermediate  Education 
Act,  and,  out  of  the  £10,000  per 
annum  spent  on  behalf  of  interme- 
diate education  in  Ireland,  are  able 
to  earn  no  less  than  £4,000.  Now, 
this  will  seriously  endanger  the  posi- 
tion of  the  National  teachers  of  Ire- 
land. The  Christian  Brothers  bemg 
able  to  earn  this  £4,000  besides 
the  primary  grants  will,  of  course, 
afford  the  spectacle  to  Irish  parents 
of  apparently  being  superior  teachers. 
But  the  Brothers  are  not  superior 
teachers  in  the  sense  of  beingtrained 
or  certificated  teachers.  We  ask 
two  things  in  this  matter,  and  I 
trust  the  Chief  Secretary  will  re- 
member them.  The  first  is  that  the 
National  teachers  of  Ireland  are  to 
be  on  an  equality  with  the  Christian 
Brothers  as  regards  a  share  in  the  in- 
termediate education  grant.   If  it  be 
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good  for  the  Chief  Secretary  to  recog- 
nise the  Christian  Brothers  as  being 
equal  to  the  National  teachers,  then 
the  converse  holds  good.  The  second 
point  is  that  these  teachers  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  are  bound  to  have 
a  bigger  field  for  their  labours,  and 
that  they  will  enter  into  oompetition 
with  the  National  teacherg.  The 
Christian  Brothers  being  untrained,  so 
far  as  the  Education  Department  is 
conconed,  if  they  be  recognised  by 
the  Government  they  vrill  earn  a 
grant  of  ten  shillings.  I  hold  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  ought  certainly  to 
advise  the  Commissioners  that  in  future 
the  Christian  Brothers  in  opening 
schools  should  have  trained  certificated 
teachers  at  the  head  of  such  schools, 
and  that  the  second  masters  ^ould  be 
trained  and  certificated.  I  believe,  if 
that  were  done,  the  National  teaohers  in 
Ireland  would  have  nothing  to  com- 
plain of.  I  commend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary right  heartily  for  the  sympathetic 
tone  of  his  speech.  Everyone  admits 
the  work  of  the  Christian  Brothers, 
and  everyone  regrets  that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  take  advantage  of  the 
public  grants  for  education.  We  hope 
that  in  future  they  will  be  able  to  do 
this,  but  not  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  National  teachers.  I  think  we  may 
fairly  look  forward  to  this  Bill  being 
passed  within  the  next  hoar  or  two, 
and  after  the  concessiott  made  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  I  hope 
the  other  Amendments  will  be  discussed 
briefly. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  preceded  him  seem  to 
differ  as  to  the  value  of  the  concession 
that  has  been  made.  With  regard  to 
the  proposal  that  the  teachers  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  should  be  trained,  I 
have  to  point  out  that  convent  teachers 
iu«not  trained. 

Mb,  CONWAY  :  I  dirtfaictly  said 
that  future  teaohers  should  be  trained. 

(3.30.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  I  would 
point  out  that  two-thirds  of  the 
National  school  teachers  are  not 
trained,  and  that  therefore  that  does 
not  constitute  a  demand  that  the 
Christian  Brothers'  teaohers  shall  be 
trained.  The  question  now  to  be  dis- 
posed of  is — ehidl  we  accept  the  con- 
eeaaioa  that  has  been  made?  I  differ 
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valae  <A  the  conceesion.  I  deny  that  a 
new  Btate  of  offiairs  will  be  created 
which  will  reqnire  that  a  new  arrange- 
ment shall  be  made.  In  many  districts 
of  Ireland  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools  are  the  only  schools  to  be  used, 
and  unless  they  are  mduded  in  the 
BiU  bee  and  oompnlsor^  education  will 
never  come  into  operation  in  Ireland. 
Therefore,  the  mamtenance  of  the  pre- 
sent Systran  is  incompatible  with  the 
working  of  this  BiU. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  could  not  accept 
the  statement  in  that  form. 

Mb.  sexton  :  But  the  parents 
cannot  be  fined  if  they  send  their  chil- 
dren to  the  Christian  Brothers'  schools 
without  payment,  and  the  mansgers  of 
tiiose  Bchoola  cannot  be  compelled  to 
receive  them.  However,  in  the  in- 
terests of  education  I  accept  the  con- 
cession offered.  Xt  is  of  capital 
importance  that  some  ench  arrange- 
meat  shotdd  be  made,  because  then  aU 
doubt  of  the  schools  being  under  the 
Bill  will  be  set  at  rest.  I  beg,  therefore, 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

ThbCHAIBMAN:  Is  itthepleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Amendment 
be  withdrawn  ? 

(3.33.)  Mb.  MACABTNEY  :  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 
While  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of 
myself  and  of  hon.  Members  who  re- 
present theNorthemDivisions  in  Ireland 
to  depart  &om  the  arrangement  that 
has  been  made,  we  reserve  to  ourselves 
p^ect  freedom  of  action  with  regard 
to  this  proposal  at  any  future  stage  of 
the  Bill. 

(8.34.)  Mb.  NOLAN  :  I  would  point 
out  that  that  has  been  no  bar  to  the  ad- 
misfflonof  tibe  OhristianBrothen*  schools 
except  the  question  of  books  and 
emblems. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Amendment 
be  withdrawn?  ("Yea.") 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  My  next  Amend- 
ment is  a  somewhat  trifling  one.  It  is 
in  page  1,  line  22,  to  leave  out  "  or  any 
audi  sclux>l/'  and  insert  "  and." 

Question  proposed,  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

«(8.36.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  This  is  in 
thenatose  of  a  ocmaequential  Amend- 

Mr.  Sexton 


ment,  and  I  am  not  quite  snre  that  it 
would  not  restrict  or  limit  the  scope 
which  it  is  intended  to  give  to  the  BuL 
Mb.  SEXTON :  Surely  not.  It  xi 
not  so  intoided. 

Questiott  pat,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

(3.38.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  I  now  mora, 
in  page  1,  line  23,  leave  out  "religiouB." 
I  never  heard  of  a  "  oonscientioua 
religious  "  ground  of  objection  to  send  a 
child  to  school.  The  word  "con- 
scientious" would  surely  cover  the  mean* 
ing  without  adding  "  religious."  What 
I  fear  is  this — that  if  you  aUow  the 
word  "  religious  "  to  remain,  the  Be- 
movable  Magistrate  or  the  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace  may  say  there  can  be  do 
religious  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
parent  to  send  his  ohild  to  any 
National  school,  because  it  is  so 
arranged  that  religious  instruction  is 
given  in  it  at  certain  times,  and  the 
child  may  then  be  absent.  But  it  is 
notorious  that  there  is  an  objection  in 
Ireland  to  sending  children  to  the  4,400 
National  schools,  because  the  teachers 
in  them  are  all  of  one  creed.  There- 
fore it  is  that  I  propose  to  omit  the 
word  •*  religious." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
23,  to  leave  out  the  word  *'  religioas." 
—{Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  religious  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*(3.40.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
in  this  matter.  I  do  not  think  any 
such  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  as  that 
which  he  su^;est8  in  connection  with 
this  clause.  I  do  not  see  that  a  parent 
can  object  to  send  his  child  to  a  par- 
ticular school  on  acoount  of  the 
religious  instruotion  giTen  in  it. 
Mb.  SEXTON  :  National  schooL 

•Mb.  JACKSON :  Very  weU.  National 
school.  I  think,  however,  that  it  is 
somewhat  cumbrous  to  speak  of  a 
"  conscientious  reli^ous  "  objecion, 
and  I  would  be  wiUmg  to  give  up  the 
word  "  conscientious."  I  would  retain 
the  word  "  religious,"  so  as  to  indicate 
that  it  must  be  something  more  than  a 
conscientious  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  parent:  I  hope  the  hem.  Member 
wiU  witiidraw  his  Amendment,  and  | 
aUow  the  omission  of  the  word  **con- 
scientioas  "  t^J^effi^WlilJB^. 
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Mb.  sexton  :  After  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  will 
aooept  hu  suggestion,  and  withdraw 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
fbUowins  Amendment  was  agpreed  to : — 
Page  1,  Une  23,  leave  out  "ctnisoien- 
tious." 

(3.43.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  1,  line  25,  after  "  siok- 
neas,"  insert  "  poverty."  It  is  obvious 
that  with  regard  to  a  ooontry  like  Ire- 
land an  Amendment  of  this  natm'e  is 
required.  Poverty  is  so  keen  there 
that  it  is  often  the  case  that  children 
have  not  clothes  to  wear  nor  food  to 
eat  when  they  should  be  dent  to 
school,  and  the  Magistrates  ought  to 
accept  such  excuses.  I  have  observed 
a  curious  difference  between  this  Bill 
and  the  English  and  Scotch  Acts 
in  this  remect.  The  English  Act 
says  that  if  ohildien  are  engaged  in 
neoeseary  hoos^old  occupations  it  shall 
oonstitato  an  ezenee  for  their  absence 
from  school,  Kod  in  the  Scotch  Act 
"the  giving  of  assistance  in  the 
fisheries"  is  also  to  be  taken  as  an 
excuse.  Now  we  also  have  fisheries 
in  Ireland,  and  I  suggest  that  the 
insertion  of  the  words  "poverty "  in 
this  Amendment,  and  of  "  domestic 
necessity"  in  the  next,  would  not 
weaken  the  power  of  the  Act,  but 
would  strengmen  the  hands  of  the 
Magistrates. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  15,  after  the  word  *'  sickness,"  to 
insert  the  word  "poverty." — (Mr. 
Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  sickness '  be  there  inserted." 

*(3.44.)  Mb.  JACKSON :  The  hon. 
Member  must  see  that  if  the  parent  is 
so  poor  that  he  cannot  clothe  and  send 
his  children  to  school  the  Magistrate 
could  not  refoae  to  accept  sach  an 
exGUBe. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Then  as  to  the 
question  of  want  of  food. 
*Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  same  answer  would  apply 
as  to  food.  I  am  of  opinion,  however, 
that  if  such  a  case  existed  it  should  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  some 
authority,  and  some  remedy  might 
tbra  be  provided.    Poverty  is  bad 


enough,  but  poverty  allied  with 
ignorance  is  infinitely  worse  and  more 
cumgerouB.  If  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  press  this  Amendment  with  regard 
to  "poverty"  I  would  a^ree  to  the 
next,  and  to  insert  "  domestic  ne- 
cessity." As  regards  the  third  Amend- 
ment to  insert — 

"Or  by  reuon  of  being  engaged  in 
nemasory  operationB  oft  hoBbandry,  and  the 
iagatheniig  of  orom,  or  Irving  aasiBtanoe  in 
the  fisb^es,  or  other  yrwk  reqairiog  to  be 
done  at  a  particular  time  or  seocon," 

1  think  these  are  reasons  which  would 
also  constitute  a  reasonable  excuse. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  The  only  way  of 
dealing  with  that  subject  will  be  to  accept 
the  suggestions  of  the  Bishops  to  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  daily  industrial 
schools  where  the  children  could  receive 
food.  For  the  presoit  I  wiUidraw  my 
Amendment  reguding  poverty,  the 
other  being  accepted. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to:— 

In  page  1,  line  26,  after  "  flieknoH,"  Inwrt 
"otbj  reason  of  being  engaged  in  neceteary 
operatioDB  of  hnsbaadry  and  the  ipgathering 
w  crops,  or  nving  asBiatanoe  in  tbeflaho^ 
or  other  WMK  requiring  to  be  done  at  a  parti- 
eolar  time  or  season." 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agree  to  the  Amendment 
"  or  reasonable  "  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  presses  it,  but  I  do  not  tliink  the 
words  are  necessary. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  The  Goart  will  be 
the  judge. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Yes. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  move  "  or  reason- 
able." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  Une 
25,  after  "unavoi^ble,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  or  i^asonable." — (Mr.  SexUm.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  thmk  the  Chief 
Secretary  should  add  some  words  here 
to  the  same  effect  as  the  words  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton).   Under  Clause 

2  the  employer  might  be  prosecuted. 
If  the  words  are  put  in  he  -will  kziow 
exactly  whatheisdoi^.  ^jOOglC 
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Amendmentproposed,  in  page  2,  line  5, 
after  '*  child,"  insert "  except  for  setting 
or  planting  of  potatoes,  haymaking,  or 
huYOsting." — [Colonel  Nolan.) 

QaeBtion  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  objection 
in  principle,  bnt  I  really  think  the  case 
would  be  met  by  the  number  of  attend- 
ances. In  fact>  the  number  of  attend- 
ances  should  be  so  fixed  as  to  practically 
afibrd  six  weeks  at  one  part  of  the 
year  and  six  weeks  in  the  other,  during 
which  children  could  take  part  in  farm- 
ing operations.  I  do  not  really  think  the 
words  are  necessary,  because  I  believe,  in 
the  first  place,  no  penalty  would  attach 
to  the  employment  if  the  number  of 
attendances  were  given.  I  think  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  need  not 
press  the  Amendment,  which  is  not 
necessary. 

CoiiOKEL  NOIiAN:  I  must  say  I 
thii^  the  words  are  very  necessary, 
because  an  employer  will  not  be  able  to 
study  the  attendances  of  -the  children. 
He  will  go  in  for  an  additional  hayraker 
or  extra  machines.  I  do  not  think 
you  oi^ht  to  give  an  advantage  to 
machines  over  manual  labour,  and  I 
do  not  want  the  employer  to  be 
subjected  to  a  disagreeable  penalty. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  wiU  agree. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  the 
followii^  Amendments  were  agreed 
to : — Page  2,  line  10,  leave  out  *'  for 
the  time  being  "  ;  line  10,  leave  out 

"by  the  Commissioners,"  and  insert 
"  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this 
Act."— (Mr.  Sexton.) 

Mb.  SEXTON :  The  words  to  which 
my  Amendment  refer  provide  for  the 
recognition  of  the  haJf-time  system.  In 
many  instances  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
Catholic  children  who  are  half-timers 
are  obliged  to  attend  non-Catholic 
schools.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
preparations  for  Sacrament  are  entirely 
neglected.  That  state  of  affairs  should 
not  be  continued.  I  am  informed,  too, 
that  in  County  Dovm  and  other  places 
in  Ulster  the  praotioe  is  for  an  em- 
ployer to  start  a  sohool,  and  in  other 
instances  to  compel  his  Catholic  half- 
time  employees  to  attend  a  mixed  school 
under  a  Protestant  teacher  on  pain  of 
losing  their  employment.   I  ask  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  it 
should  constitute  an  offence  under  the 
Act  for  an  employer  to  insist  upon  the 
attendance  of  a  <mild  in  respect  of  any 
sohool,  except  that  chosen  by  the 
parent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  S, 
line  11,  after  the  word  "  (ktmmis- 
sioners,"  leave  out  to  end  of  sub- 
section (2), — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Clause." 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  :  I  am  strongly 
opposed  to  the  Amendment.  ^e 
question  is  one  recently  dealt  with  1^ 
tlie  House  in  another  measure.  It 
has  been  over  and  over  again  demon- 
strated that  the  condition  of  he^fch 
of  the  half-time  children  is  quite  as 
good  as,  if  not  better  than,  that  of  any 
other  class  of  children.  And  in  regard 
to  their  educational  attainments,  so 
far  as  the  Protestant  half-timers  in 
the  industrial  districts  of  the  Nor^ 
of  Ireland  are  concerned,  they  are 
quite  equal  to  those  of  any  other  class 
of  chil^en.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  accept  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member,  who  has 
raised  a  subsidiary  question  r^^ar^ng 
the  religious  education  of  the  children. 
But  80  far  as  the  religious  educati<m 
given  under  the  compulsory  system  to 
half-timers  in  tho  North  of  Ireland  is 
concerned,  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages to  all  denominations  are 
equal.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  of  the 
schools  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  alluded. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  What  I  am  aware 
of  is  that  there  are  mill  schools  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  where  employers 
compel  Boman  Catholic  children  to 
attend  a  sohool,  taught  by  a  Pro- 
testant teacher,  on  pain  of  losing  their 
employment,  although  there  is  a 
Catholic  sohool  in  the  place.  I  assert 
the  right  of  conscience  in  this  matter, 
and  to  secure  that  I  will  propose  to 
move  at  the  end  of  the  sub-section  the 
words — "  No  employer  should  compel 
a  child  to  attend  a  sdiool  not  chosen 
by  the  parents." 

*Mb.  barton  (Armagh,  Mid) :  I 
think  the  hon.  Membw  ought  to  give 
some  further  evidence  for  the  state- 
ment he  makes,  and  until  he  does  give 
some  further  J^i:;^iaMQUi  J.  object  to 
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this  Amendment  as  casting  an  unde- 
served slur  on  the  employers  oi  the 
North  of  Ireland,  who  cannot,  and  do 
not,  ezeroise  compulsion  in  soch 
matters. 

Mb.  sexton  :  How  anxious  the 
hon.  Member  is  for  evidence  when  it 
is  to  secure  the  religions  equality 
of  Koman  GathoUc  children  1  I  assert 
that  what  I  have  stated  is  done, 
and,  even  supposing  there  is  no 
conclusive  evidence,  it  may  be 
done.  Surely  protection  against  send- 
ing a  Boman  Catholic  child  to  a  school 
tanght  by  a  Protestant  on  pain  of  losing 
employment  is  as  necessary  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Protestant  minority  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  I  have  read  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  who  was  at  one  time 
President  of  the  National  Teachers' 
Association,  who  tells  me  that  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  Catholic  children  are 
obliged  to  attend  non-Catholic  schools, 
and  that  in  consequence  their  prepara- 
tions for  the  Sacrament  is  delayed. 
*Mb.  barton  :  I  certainly  cannot 
support  the  Amendment.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  ou^t  not  to  have  made 
such  a  statemrat  without  citing 
particular  instances  and  places.  I 
venture,  from  my  own  knowledge  of 
Ulster,  to  say  that  no  compukion  is 
exercised. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  cannot 
say  from  my  personal  knowledge  that  I 
have  seen  these  Catholic  children  in 
Protestant  schools,  but  I  do  know  that 
two  or  three  years  ago  Uttle  children  had 
to  strike  in  order  to  be  allowed  to  go  to 
the  school  of  their  dosomination,  and  I 
say  that  it  is  a  scandal  that  they  should 
be  put  to  that  necessity.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  object  of  the  employer  was 
solely  due  to  religious  bigotry ;  it  may 
have  been  that  the  school  he  preferred 
was  nearer  at  hand  and  consequently 
more  convenient,  but  I  do  know  that 
they  had  to  ^  tothis  extremity  in  order 
to  secure  rehgious  equality.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  request  that  w&  should 
bring  evidence,  I  would  point  out  that 
we  cannot  bring  ovidenoe  heSan  this 
Committee  as  we  could  before  a  Com- 
mittee upstairs  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  statements  could  be  proved  by 
evidence  on  oath  under  the  later  con- 
ditions. 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Bel£ut  (Mr.  Sexton)  deeiies  to  press 


very  seriously  the  Amendment  which 
he  has  moved.  It  would  exempt  a 
lai%e  district  from  the  half-time  system, 
which  has  been  proved  to  be  beneficial. 
I  can  speak  for  Yorkshire,  and  I  think 
I  ma^  say  there  is  a  strong  feeling, 
especially  among  the  workmg  classeSi 
in  favour  of  the  half-time  system.  I 
have  never  heard  any  complaint  as 
regards  the  schoid  attenduioe  and 
education. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  the  people  in  Yorkshire  are 
decidedly  in  favour  of  retuning  the 
half-time  system.  I  am  bound  to  say, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
now  inquiring  into  this  question,  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  from 
Yorkshire  against  the  half-time  system 
by  the  working  class ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  can 
very  well  insist  on  his  Amendment. 

Me.  sexton  :  I  have  only  raised 
this  question  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing it  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  I 
wSl,  however,  move  the  other  Amend- 
ment  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  think  we 
can  deal  with  this  question  in  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House.  It  seems  to  me 
hardly  possible  to  suppose  that  an 
employer  would  send  a  child  to  any 
school  to  which  its  parent  objected. 
If  such  a  thing  were  attempted,  and  it 
were  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
Education  Commissioners,  I  certainly 
think  it  would  not  be  permitted. 

Sib  LYON  PLAYFAIB  (Leeds,  S.) : 
What  objection  can  there  be  to  add  the 
words  which  the  hon.  Member  pro- 
poses ? 

Mb.  SEXTON:  The  words  I  propose 
to  add  are,  "  That  no  employer  shall 
compel  a  child  to  attend  a  school  not 
chosen  by  the  parent." 

Sib  LYON  PLAYFAIE  :  That  is  in 
favour  of  all  reli^ons.  There  is 
nothii^  in  that  which  strikes  me  as 
being  in  the  slightest  degree  derogatory 
to  the  employers,  or  to  Protestants  or 
Catholics.  It  admits  the  half-time 
principle,  and  it  simply  sa^  that  no 
child  shall  go  to  a  school  of  which  its 
parents  disapprove.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  reasonable  proposal. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  will  alter  the 
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make  it  read  "  to  which  the  parent  has 
religioas  objections,"  instead  "  not 
ohMon  by  the  parent." 

Mb.  SBXTON  :  I  am  willing  to 
agree  to  that  alteration. 

Mb.  MAGABTNET  :  This  is  rather 
a  serious  matter  for  the  employers,  and 
I  shall  certainly  oppose  the  insertion 
of  any  such  words  as  are  proposed 
nnless  time  is  allowed  for  further  con- 
sideration, so  that  I  may  find  out  what 
the  position  of  the  employers  will  be 
if  the  Amendment  is  passed.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  hon.  Member  mi^t 
leave  the  matter  orer  till  the  Report 
stage. 

Mb.  SBXTON:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  wish  to  maintain  a  system  by 
which  an  employer  can  compel  a  child 
to  go  to  a  sohool  to  which  the  parent 
objects  ? 

Mb.  MACABTNEY:  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  such 
case,  although  the  hon.  Member  may 
be  r^t  in  asserting  that  it  can  be  done. 
He  ^s  alluded  to  one  instance  of  the 
kind,  but  we  do  not  know  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it,  and  I  am 
opposed  to  any  words  being  introduced 
on-hand  into  this  BiU  which  would 
a£Fect  the  half-time  system  as  it  now 
exists  in  the  industrial  centre  of  Ireland. 
If  the  hon.  Member  would  defer  the 
question  until  the  Beport  sta^e  I  might 
be  able  then  to  aooept  the  spirit  of  his 
Amendment. 

Mb.  sexton  :  As  the  clause  stands 
the  insertion  of  the  words  could  do  no 
harm  if  the  system  does  not  exist,  and 
if  it  does  exist  I  should  like  to  know 
what  hon.  Members  opposite  are  pre- 
pared to  maintain  it. 
*Mb.  BABTON:  The  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  could  be  used  in 
support  of  any  absoid  or  offsnsiTe 
prori^on  in  any  Bill.  No  such  penal 
clause  exists  in  the  English  Education 
Act.  I  have  yet  to  learn  why  it  is 
required  in  Ireland. 

Thb  CHAIBMAN  :  The  Amendment 
now  being  disoussed  is  not  at  present 
before  the  Committee.  Perhajn  I 
might  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
lor  West  Belfast  that  tiie  Amendment 
imposes  no  |>enalty  on  what  it  pro- 
poses to  forbid,  and  it  is  not  relevant 
to  the  present  clause. 

Mb.  sexton  :  You  will  observe, 
Sir,  that  the  next  sub-section  imposes 
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a  penalty  if  this  sub-section  is  dia- 
pbeyed. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  will  now  move 
that  the  following  words  be  added  at 
the  end  of  the  sub-section : — 

"  No  employer  shall  compel  a  child  to  attaid 
a  Bcfaool  to  which  its  parent  objects  mt  re- 
ligious grounds." 

Amendment  proposed, 

Inpaee2,liDe  13,  after  "1891"  to  insari 
the  irons  "Bat  no  eQipl<qrer  ahall  compel  « 
child  to  attend  a  schoot  to  which  Its  parent 
objects  on  religions  grounds."— (Jlfr.  Socftm.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  have abeady  ez- 

fressed  my  views  on  this  mattor,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  makepeace.  Bui 
I  quite  recognise  the  rimt  of  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Macartne^  toobjeotto 
these  or  any  other  words,  and  I  am  sure 
he  wouldnotraiseanobjectionunlesslie 
felt  there  were  grounds  for  doin^  so.  I 
might  point  out,  however,  that  it 
would  be  quite  possible  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  on  Beport,  if  in  tha 
meantime  he  discovered  any  stemg 
reasons  for  doing  so.  I  have  already- 
said  that  I  think  the  inserticm  of  sooh 
words  are  hardly  necessftry,  bat  I  am 
not  prepued  to  oppose  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  my  Amendment  can- 
not be  regarded  as  offensive,  because 
it  will  apply  to  all  classes.  I  shall  be 
just  as  glad  to  see  a  Catholic  employer 
fined  for  compelling  a  Protestant  cmld 
to  go  to  a  Catholic  school  as  I  shall  to 
see  a  Protestant  employer  fined  fw 
compelling  a  Catholic  cmld  to  go  to  a 
Protestant  sohool. 
*Mb.  BABTON:  This  is  a  praal 
provision,  directed  against  Irish  em- 
ployers— both  Protestant  and  Boman 
Catholic.  On  behalf  of  all  employers 
in  Ireland  I  object  to  it. 

Question  put. 

(4.20)  The  Committee  divided:-— 
Ayes  161 ;  Noes  10.— (Div.  List,  No. 
190.) 

CotiONBL  NOLAN:  Before  I  submit 
the  next  Amendment  I  suppose  I  may 
congratulate  the  hon.  fi^mber  (Mr. 
Macartney)  on  having  secured  four  gen- 
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ttemen  to TOte  in  the  "No"Lobby  by 
mistake. 

Thb  chairman  :  Order,  order  I 

Colonel  NOLAN :  My  present 
Amendment  is  in  page  2,  une  15,  to 
leave  ont  " forty ^"  and  insert  "ten." 
The  penalty  as  it  stands  is  rather 
excessive.  I'thinkten  Bhillings  would 
meet  the  case.  Forty  shulii^^  is 
too  high,  miless  the  oCfonoe  has  been 
persistent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
15,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  forty,"  and 
insert  the  wcnrd  "  tea." — (Colonel 
Nolan.) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  fcnrty '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  partionlar 
fancy  for  forty  shillings  penalty,  but  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  under 
these  circumstfmoes  there  can  be  no 
sympathy  with  the  employer,  and  I 
have  no  partioular  desire  to  farther 
protect  him.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  is 
sectkred  by  the  fact  that  the  poialty  is 
not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  and  that 
leaves  a  lai^  discretionary  power  to 
the  magistrate. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  see  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  has  given 
notice  of  another  clause  insteiM  of 
this  one,  and  there  can  be  no  object 
in  moving  our  Amendments  to  this 
clause.  I  would  suggest  that  this 
clause  should  be  omitted  now,  and  we 
can  discuss  the  new  clause  vrhsn.  it  is 
brought  up. 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  I  agree. 
Clanse  omitted. 

Clause  4. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  Une  31  with  the  object 
of  inoreasinff  the  disoreticmary  power 
of  the  Sohou  Attendance  Committees. 
The  power  whioh  I  sedc  to  include  is 
given  in  the  English  Act  of  1876, 
chapter  79,  and  in  the  66th  section  of 
the  Scotch  Act  in  almost  the  very 
same  words.  I  submit  that  it  is 
desirable  that  there  should  be  uni- 
fimnity  in  this  matter. 


Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  8,  line  31,  after  the  word  "  jnrtidie- 
tion,'^to  insert  the  words  "  onleBS  tliey  think 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  such  wooaed- 
ingi."— (JTr.  Stmton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  It  seems  to  me 
that  these  words  are  unnecessanr.  H 
I  understand  these  powers,  the  Sdiool 
Attendance  CommitteM  may  take  pro- 
ceedings. 
Mb.  sexton  :  ShaU. 
•Mb.  JACKSON :  Very  weU. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Sbxton,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to:— 

Page  2,  line  38,  after  "  andj^iDsert "  snbjeet 
to  the  proTisIons  of  Bectios  1  of  this  Act." 

Lines  39  and  40,  leave  oat  **  every  time  the 
sohool  is  open,  or.  ■ 

Line  40,  after  "  snob,"  leave  ont  "  other.* 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  5. 

On  the  Motion  of  Air.  Sexton,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  was  agreed  to  i-^ 
Page  3,  line  17,  after  "  attend,"  insert 
"  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  1 
of  this  Act." 

Mb.  SEXTON:  The  next  Amend- 
ment is  an  attempt  to  secure  that,  In 
considering  whether  emplo^went  is 
justified,  r^;ard  shall  be  had  to  the 
attendances  of  the  child  during  the 
current  year.  Suppose  in  July  a  per- 
son employed  a  child  whioh  had  made 
one  hundred  out  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  attendances,  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  the  remainder 
would  be  made  up. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  Ime 
26,  after  the  wora  "open,"  to  insert 
the  words  '  or  by  reason  of  the  attend- 
ance of  the  child  at  sohool  within  the 
year."— (Jtfr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted.'* 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  oonmdered 
these  words,  sjid  I  am  not  sure  that 
they  are  necessary.  Of  course,  this 
would  be  a  matter  for  the  Magii^tes 
to  decide. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Yes. 
Mb.  JACKSON:  That  would,  of 
oonrse,  be  taken  into  oonuderatiq 
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Mb.  madden  ;  I  think  the  elasti- 
oity  given  to  the  clause  by  the  words 
"  not  exceeding  "  will  enable  the  Ma^s- 
trates  to  diBoriminate  between  different 
classes  of  cases.  They  will  be  able  to 
oonsider.  where  the  offence  is  not  of  a 
serious  character,  whether  they  should 
not  mitigate  the  penal^.  • 

GoLOMEL  NOLAN :  I  do  not  want  to 
break  up  the  harmony. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Olanse  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  object  to  what 
I  call  local  jurisdiction.  It  is  quite  an 
absurdity,  and  gives  rise  to  great  in- 
convenience. It  you  ue  to  nave  one 
Besident  Magistrate  you  mi^t  as  well 
have  one  Local  Magistrate. 

Clause  7. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  of  one 
resident  magistrate  with  or  without 
other  justices." — {Colonel  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  wards 
proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  ahready  said 
that  the  Besident  Magistrate  vr&a  put  in 
as  a  sort  of  protection. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  should  be  very 
sorry  that  important  questions  under 
the  Bill  should  be  decided  by  one 
magistrate,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Besident  Magistrate  should  be 
singed  out  ior  distinction  and  allowed 
to  sit  by  himself. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  I  am  sure  in 
Galway  and  Mayo  the  people  would 
prefer  the  ordinary  Justices. 

Questbnput,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  You  are  construct- 
ing a  novel  system  in  Ireland,  and  it  is 
possible  that  you  might  have  two 
Justices  sitting  not  learned  in  this  taw, 
who  would  have  to  determine  very  im- 
portant questions — whether  schools  are 
efficient,  whether  excuses  are  reason* 
able,  and  also  have  to  deal  with  the 
academical  question  of  rdJgious  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  parent.  It 
would  conduce  to  the  smooth  working 
of  the  Act  if  there  were  a  power  of 
appeal  from  the  crude  and  ^mibly 
ignorant  decisions  of  the  Justices  on 
these  points.  That  is  the  object  of  my 
Amendment.  ^  ■ 
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the  Magistrate,  and  I  agree  that  it 
should  be  accepted  as  a  good  reason. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  words  are  neces- 
sary, and  there  might  be  some  cases  in 
whu^  the  attendance  of  the  child  was 
realW  no  excuse.  It  might  be  that  a 
child  was  employed  in  March  and  the 
parents  said  they  intended  that  it  should 
make  the  foil  number  of  attendances 
during  the  subsequent  nine  months. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  think  the  words 
would  be  useful,  bat  I  do  not  press 
them. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  an  offence  of  the 
kind  contemplated  here  would  be  com- 
mitted maliciously,  and  I  think  it  is 
desirskble  to  protect  workmen  from 
malicious  prosecution. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  25,  after  the  word  "  of,"  to  insert 
the  word  "  wilfully."— (Jlfr.  SexUm,) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  word 
■  wilfully '  be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University):  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  need  trouble  to  insert  those 
words.   The  offence  must  be  wilful. 

Me.  MAUBXCE  HBALY  :  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  under  Clause  2  an  offence 
may  be  committed  whether  an  em- 
ployer knows  it  or  not  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  That  is  so.  If  the 
hon.  Membw  will  a^ree  to  insert  these 
words  in  line  26 1  will  accept  them. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  agree. 

-Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
and  the  words  inserted  in  line  26. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  move  here  an 
Amendment,  of  which  I  gave  notice  in 
Clause  4,  after  the  word  "  shillings,"  to 
insert  "  for  a  false  and  forged  certifi- 
cate, or  five  shillings  for  false  represen- 
tations." I  think  some  difference  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  class  of  offences. 

Amendment  proposed, 

After  the  word  "  shiUitigi,"  to  insert  the 
wordi "  tor  a  false  or  forged  cerUfioate,  or 
five  ■hillingg  for  false  represeotaljODB." — 

{Colonel  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Jfr.  Jackson 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
13,  at  end,  insert  "  every  judgment  of 
sncb  Gomt  imposing  a  penalty  shall  be 
subject  to  appeal." — (ilfr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mil  madden  :  It  is,  of  oourse, 
desirable  that  these  questions  should  be 
decided  authoritatively,  but  I  would 
point  out  that  there  is  an  appeal  under 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  when- 
ever the  penalty  is  over  £1. 

Mb.  sexton  :  That  would  bring  in 
the  oa^e  of  an  employer,  or  person  oom- 
mitting  forgery  under  the  Bill,  but 
would  not  allow  of  appeal  on  the  points 
of  reasonable  excuse  and  religious  ob- 
jection. 

Mb.  MADDEN:  There  is  a  great 
deal  in  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  says, 
and  though  there  may  be  some  inoon- 
Tenience  m  allowing  an  appeal  in  small 
oases,  I  will  accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  My  next  Amend- 
ment is  not  contentions. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pftge  4,  after  lioe  24,  iDsert, — (4.)  A 
eertiflcate,  purporting  to  be  under  the  hand 
of  the  diBpeBBary  medicat  offloer  of  any  dis- 
triot,  Btatfng  that  a  ohUd  is  ill.  or  that  there 
is  illneM  in  the  familT  at  the  child,  or  where 
the  oUld  resides,  ihall  be  conohisiTe  ovideiiee 
of  the  fMte."— (ifr.  SewUm.^ 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Ton  have  agreed 
that  in  case  of  illness  the  certinoate 
of  the  doctor  shall  be  sufficient 
evidence ;  this  Amendment  is  to  make 
the  certificate  of  the  clergyman  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  religious  objection. 
I  am  anxious  to  avoid  wrangling  or 
excitement,  and  it  would  not  be  con- 
ducive to  peace  if  the  parent  is  to  be 
oross-examined  m  ■  Court  as  to  the 
grounds  of  his  reli^ous  objection.  It 
might  be  inoonvement  for  the  parrat 
to  attend  at  the  Court,  and  as  there 
may  be  many  illiterate  parents  I  desire 
to  provide  that  the  certificate  of  the 
clergyman  shall  be  sufficient  evidance. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  after  Une  24,  insert,—"  (6.)  A 
certificate,  parportingtobeiuiderthehaiidof 
the  principal  or  other  elenannaa  of  the  oon- 
mgUUm  to  which  a  ebila  bdongi,  ebkiiig 
OiM  the  parnk  of  the  child  objects,  od  eok- 


scientiouB  grounds,  to  send  the  child  to  any 
particular  school,  ^sll  be  cooclusive  eridenco 
of  the  fact." — (Air.  Sexton.") 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  ihexe  inserted." 

Mb.  MADDEN:  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  need  for  the  Amendment. 
The  parent  would  attend  the  Court 
dndsay, "  I  object  on  reli^ous grounds," 
and  that  would  be  sufficient. 

Mb.  sexton  :  But  he  might  be 
oross-exunined. 

Mb.  madden  :  I  cannot  think  for 
a  moment  that  cross-examination  on 
that  point  would  be  allowed.  All  he 
would  have  to  say  is,  "I  object  on, 
religious  grounds,'  and  there  coidd  b« 
no  cross-examination  on  that. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Would  you  compel 
the  parent  to  attend  to  say  that  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  If  he  could  not  be 
present  the  case  would  be  adjourned 
to  enable  him  to  attend. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  move  the 
omission  of  these  words,  as  I  think  the 

proof  of  the  age  of  a  child  should  be 
made  by  the  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee, and  not  by  the  parent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
25,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *'  when," 
to  the  word  "  age,"  in  line  28. — 
(Colorul  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  MADDEN:  I  think  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  to  work  the  BUI 
unless  you  have  something  like  primA 
facie  evidence  of  the  age  of  the  child, 
and  the  parent  is  the  proper  person  to 
give  that.  That  is  the  ordinary  course 
of  procedure  as  to  proof  of  age. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause,  as  amended,  sgreed  to. 
Clauses  8  uid  9  agreed  to. 
Clause  10. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  move  my  Amend- 
ment, Sir.  But  in  face  of  the  new 
clause  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  this  clause  is  unnecessary. 
The  new  clause  proposes  that  half  the 
School  Attendance  Committee  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Local  Authority  aaid 
half  by  the  Education  Department. 
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Pepftrtment  nominees  to  form  a  quorom 
and  conduct  the  bnsiness,  and  there 
would  be  no  fear  of  default  in  the  way 
of  omission.  It  is  also  hardly  likely 
t$at  there  would  be  any  fault  of  com- 
mission with  the  Committee  bo  consti- 
tuted, as  the  Department's  nominees 
would  always  be  able  to  prevent  any- 
thing of  which  the  Department  might 
disapprove.  Under  these  oiroumstances 
I  hope  Clause  10  will  be  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  6,  line  6,  laare  oai  from  ths  vord 
"  After,"  to  the  word  that,"  in  line  lO,  and 
iniert  *'  reuooable  notice  to  a  school  attend- 
SBce  eominlttee,  and  after  a  pablio  inqoirr, 
at.  whieh  mch  flommittee  shall  be  entitled  to 
upesr,  ^re  evidoDoe,  and  be  heacd  br  ooantel 
or  othanHsK"— ( Jf r.  Sexttm.) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^o^K»ed  to  DO  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 

*Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  admit  that  the 
alt^iations  of  the  portion  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  by  the  Kdueation 
Commissioners  does  make  a  consider- 
able difGarence  as  regards  control  and 
the  power  to  enforce  the  carrying  out 
of  the  Act.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  can 
agree  to  this  proposal  altogether, 
though  I  think  it  desirable  that  the 
Committee  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  justifying  themselves  before  any 
inquiry  whioh  may  be  held.  I  admit 
th&i  the  new  olanse  gives  the  Bducation 
Commissioners  much  greater  power, 
and  renders  less  necessary  the  power 
of  supersession,  I  should  be  prepared 
to  accept  the  Amendment  as  to  notice 
to  the  Committee. 

(5.10.)  Mr.  sexton  :  My  Amend- 
ments are  no  longer  appuoable  to 
the  clause,  because  they  were  framed 
in  accordance  with  the  state  of 
i^Eeutb  whioh  existed  before  the  intro- 
duotion  of  the  new  clause,  by  which 
one-half  of  the  Scdiool  Attendance 
Committee  will  be  appointed  by  the 
Education  Commissioners,  and  the 
other  half  by  the  locality.  There  is  no 
use  in  proceeding  with  these  Amend- 
ments in  view  of  the  new  clause,  and  I 
would  urge  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  omit  this  clause  now. 

«Mb.  JACKSON :  I  shaU  propose 
a  further  Amendment  later  on, 
and  then  I  will  considcur  die  matter 
between  this  and  the  Beport  stage.  I 
aooe^  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  agrotd  to. 

JIfr.  SesBton 


The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  desire  to  move  any  further 
Amendment  ? 

Mb.  sexton  :  No,  Sir.  It  would 
be  grotesque  to  do  so  under  the  circum- 
stances. I  would  really  ui^  upon  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  this 
clause  no  longer  applicable  to  tiie 
scheme  of  the  Bill.  On  my  part,  I 
shall  be  ^pared  to  assrait  to  any 
fair  provision  which  cui  be  shown  to 
be  reasonably  necessary  to  enforce  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Act. 
*Mr.  JACKSON :  I  think  there  is  a 
great  deal  in  what  the  hon.  Member 
says.  I  admit  that  the  new  clause  will 
make  adifierence  with  regard  to  the 
control  of  the  Commissioners  snd  their 
power  to  enforce  the  carrying  out  of 
the  Act.  I  shall  consider  the  matter 
between  this  and  the  Beport  stage. 

CoLONBL  NOLAN :  I  think  a  state- 
txteai  should  be  put  in  that  the  Qo- 
vemment  should  pay  half  the  expenses. 
That  is  really  an  important  proposal. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  11  and  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13. 

(5.15.)  Mb.  SEXTON :  Upon  this 
clause  a  question  of  principle  ariaes 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  I 
should  be  compelled  to  argue.  I  pro- 
test against  the  application  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  scheme  to  Ireland  with- 
out the  extension  of  the  franchise 
which  has  been  given  to  England  and 
Scotland.  Ton  did  not  enact  compul- 
sion for  England  and  Scotland  without 
having  the  Corporations  elected  on  a 
popular  franohise.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  move  my  Amendments  to  this 
clause ;  but  I  shall  ask  for  the  omis- 
sion of  the  second  sub-section.  This 
BiU  was  linked  with  the  Locid  Go- 
vernment Bill,  and  they  were  intended 
to  go  together.  If  yon  had  been  able 
to  carry  the  Local  Govenunent  Bill 
into  law,  I  should  not  make  any 
objection  to  this  sub-section ;  but  tfaa 
Loeal  Government  Bill  has  been 
dnqvped.  The  question  of  the  LqmI 
Gownmmt  Bill  is  a  speoolattTs  qvws- 
tion,  whioh  may  or  ma^  not  be  oca- 
sidered  in  the  immediate  future.  I 
say  the  bettor  course  to  adopt  is  this — 
whenever  a  Local  Government  Bill  for 
Ireland  is  brought  in,  that  will  be  the 
time  to  consider  the  circumstances  under 
whioh  tba  Ooanty  GoonoiU  In 
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should  apply  a  system  of  compulsory 
education.  It  may  be  found  that  the 
proviMons  introduced  into  the  Bill  as 
regards  towns  would  not  suit  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Irish  counties,  either 
with  respect  to  the  reasonable  excuse 
of  parents  or  any  other  matter.  I 
therefore  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  omit  this  sub-section. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6. 
line  6,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  — 
{Mr,  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub- 
section (2)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  It  is  true,  as  the 
hon.  Member  says,  that  we  have  not 
been  able  to  carry  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  for  Ireland,  but  still  we  may 
be  able  to  carry  it  next  Session.  To  use 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  a 
short  time  ago,  it  can  do  no  harm  for 
this  provision  to  be  left  in  the  Bill.  It 
will  be  optional  on  the  part  of  the 
County  Councils  to  adopt  it  or  not.  I 
thinkf  on  the  whole,  the  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 
press  his  o^eotion. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  will  not  press 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(5.18.)  Mb.  MAURICE  HBALY: 
The  Government  have  agreed  to  accept 
this  Amendment  to  Clause  13.  It  is 
merely  to  enable  a  suburb  of  a  town  or 
county  to  be  added  to  the  town  or 
county  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  if 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion desire  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  read  the  Amendment  and 
approves  of  it,  and  I  simply  move  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  |»ige  6, 
line  4,  to  add  as  a  new  snb-seotion — 

"Wber*  u  regards  anj  soborb  or  other 
uea  ontaide  the  bonndanes  bat  imnie- 
diateljF  adjoiDiog,  any  municipal  borough  or 
any  town  or  township  under  commissioners, 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Ednc*tion 
oonsider  that,  bAving  regard  to  the  aharaoter 
and  loo&l  aitoation  of  saoh  suburb  or  area, 
the  provisions  of  this  Aot  should  apply  to  the 
same,  the  Comuiasioners  nwy,  after  sneh  local 
inquirr  they  think  fit,  hr  order  so  declare, 
and  uerenpon  the  pnmsions  of  this  Aot 
shall  apply  to  aoeh  suburb  or  areai  and  the 
local  authority  and  school  attendance  com- 
mittee of  the  ooroogh,  town,  or  township  to 
which  the  said  saburb  or  area  adjoins  shall 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  in  the 
tame  In  like  manner  as  if  the  said  suburb  or 
area  were  within  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
bwoo^town,  or  township :  Proridod  that  no 
onder  shall  be  made  OBdflr  tUi  awttsa  niitoMi 


the  oonsent  of  the  looal  autiinlW  eoneetned 
has  been  first  obtained:  Promed  fnrihar, 
that  no  such  order  aiiall  remain  in  forea  aflar 
the  provisioM  of  this  Aet  have  been  duly 
applied  to  Booh  snbnrb  or  area  by  rosolntioa 
of  a  county  eoanoiL'*—(^r.  Mauriee  Mealif.') 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  14. 

(5.23.)  Mb.  SEXTON;  I  had  in- 
tended to  move  the  omission  of 
clause,  but  considering  the  magnitude 
of  the  ohsmge  it  is  likely  that  some  time 
will  be  required  for  the  appointment 
of  a  School  Attendance  Committee,  and 
for  the  framing  of  regulations.  But  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  date  on  which 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  come 
into  operation  shall  be  the  Ist  of 
January,  1894,  instead  ctf  the  Isfc  of 
January  1893. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  ninety- 
three,"  and  insert  the  words  "  ninety- 
four."— (iTr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  ninety-three '    stand  part   of  the 

Clause." 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  I  do  not  yxem 
very  much  for  the  date  mentioned 
in  the  Bill.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
provide  additional  schools  and  so  on  to 
give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
Of  course,  if  the  date  fixed  be  the 
1st  January,  1894,  a  School  Attend- 
ance Committee  may  be  Oi^iiited  in 
any  district  immediately  after  the 
pasdng  of  the  Act,  althoi^^  the  com- 
pulsory powers  oannot  be  exerdaed. 
Does  the  hoa.  Member  attach  great 
importance  to  the  date  ? 
Mb.  SEXTON :  Yes. 
^i'Ms.  JACKSON :  Then  t  have  no 
objection. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Wcvds  "  ninety-four  "  inserted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  16. 

(5.26.  Mb.  SEXTON:  I  do  not 
move  the  first  Amendment  I  had  in- 
tended to  move  on  this  clause,  because 
I  am  convinced  now  that  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Commissioners  wiU  be 
made  to  include  all  elementary  schools 
in  Ireland.  But  I  beg  to  moTeth» 
second  Amendment —  C^(-\r\n\r' 
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Fun  6,  Hoe  34,  to  teftTe  out  aU  after  ■*  of  "  to 
■!»o  -in  line  36,  uid  inteit  "  the  oapitatioo 
grant  payable  in  respect  of  saoh  schooL" 

The  Bill  provides  that,  unless  the  fees 
received  in  a  school  were  in  excess 
of  six  .  shillings  a  year  for 
each  child  of  the  number  of 
children  in  average  attendance  at  the 
school,  no  school  fees  should  be  charged 
in  future.  Now  the  average  school 
fees  paid  by  each  child  in  a  school  is 
about  48.  a  year,  and  the  capitation 
grant  is  about  is.  4d.,  so  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  capitation  grant  would 
pay  the  teachers  for  the  abolition  of  the 
fees  ;  but  the  fees  vary  very  much,  and 
if  the  arbitrary  provision  with  regard 
to  6s.  be  retained  the  teachers  will 
suffer  very  considerably.  The  teachers 
and  the  Bishops  and  priests  in  Ireland 
are  in  favour  of  this  Amendment.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept 
this  Amendment  it  will  have  the  effect 
of  ^atly  recommending  his  scheme  to 
an  important  body  in  Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed, 

'  In  page  6,  line  34,  to  leave  out  all  after 
''of,"  to  "no,"  in  line  36,  and  inBsri  the  words 
"the  capitation  grant  payable  in  respeet  of 
such  Bohool." — (Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

*(6.29.)  Mr.  JACKSON:  lamirfraid 
I  cannot  accept  the  Amendment.  The 
capitation  grant,  which  must  be  taken 
as  a  whole,  represents  about  8s.  per 
head,  and  it  is  equivalent  to  what  was 
g^ven  in  England  in  lieu  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  school  fees.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  his  Amendment. 

Mb.  SBXTON  :  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  consider  before 
Beport  what  is  the  view  of  the  teachers 
on  this  matter.  I  shall  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  16  and  17  agreed  to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  would  now  suggest 
that  the  new  clauses  should  stand  over, 
and  not  be  put  in  the  Bill  till  Beport. 
*Mb.  JACKSON  :  Yes  ;  I  agree,  and 
that  the  Schedules  be  put  in. 

Mb..  SBXTON  :  Very  weU. 

Schedules  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Sexton 


Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  420.] 

Mb.  sexton  :  Will  it  be  the  fint 
Ordw  to-morrow  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  thjid.  Order. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  What  Bills  would 
have  precedence  ? 

The  FIBST  LOBD  of  the  TREA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  We  propose  to  take 
first  the  Superannuation  Bill,  which 
has  passed  its  Second  Beading,  and 
upon  which  I  think  no  serious  dis- 
cussion will  arise;  then  the  Burgh 
Police  Bill,  which  stands  at  Beport 
stage,  and  to  which  the  same  obseom- 
tion  applies ;  and  then  this  Bill. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  re-consider  this 
arrangement,  and  take  the  Scotch  Bill 
first ;  the  Irish  Bill  second ;  and  the 
Superannuation  Bill  third. 

Mb.  BALFOTJB:  My  object  is 
to  give  the  best  positicm  to  toe  Bill 
most  in  arrear,  and  so  I  propose  to 
take  first  the  Bill  which  has  yet  to  pass 
through  Committee — that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  natural  and  proper  method. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Armagh  (Colonel  Saunderson)  is  not 
here  to-day,  he  bdng,  I  think,  under 
the  impression  that  there  wae  an 
arrai^ment  by  which  the  Iri^  Bill 
would  not  be  taken  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  week.  In  Committee  to-day  im- 
portant suggestions  have  been  made 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary, which  are  in  the  nature  of  com- 
promises, and  which  are  of  vital 
importance;  and  I  should  like  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  communi- 
catii^  with  my  mends  in  Ir»* 
land  to  ascertun  their  views.  It 
is  obvious  that  we  shall  be  placed  in  a 

g>sition  of  great  embarrassment  if  the 
ill  has  the  position  pro^KMed  in  to- 
morrow's  Business.  Will  it  not 
be  possible  to  defer  the  Bepcai  stage 
untu  Monday  ? 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOXJBT 
(Derby)  :  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  willnotagreetothat.  Idonotknow 
what  there  is  of  special  |niblio  import- 
ance that  should  make  it  unpossible  for 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Armagh  to  be  in 
his  pUoe  to-morrow.  ^  hope  that  al 
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this  period  of  the  Session  we  shall  lose 
no  time  in  proceeding  with  this  Bill. 

Mb.  BALFOTJB  :  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  meet  the  views  of  Mem- 
bers on  either  side  of  the  House 
in  the  arrangement  of  Business.  I 
certainly  have  no  recollection  of  any 
ammgement  snoh  as  that  to  which  my 
hon.  Friend  has  alluded.  We  have 
not  muoh  ohoioe  now ;  it  is  necessary  to 
proceed  with  all  despatch  with  the 
Business  left  to  finish,  and  I  recognise 
the  assistance  from  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  which  has  enabled 
the  Government  to  make  good  pro- 
gress. I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to 
defer  the  Beporfc  stage  of  this  Bill  to 
Monday. 

Mb.  MACABTNEY  rose  

Mb.  SPEAKEB:  Order,  order  I 
There  is  no  Question  before  the  House. 

SUPPLT— CIVIL  SBRyiCES,  1892^ 
Besolutions  [14th  June]  reported. 
[See  page  1059-76] 

Besolutions  1  to  8  agreed  to. 

0.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceediag  £7^,  be 
granted  to  Her  Hajea ty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
wfaioh  will  oome  ia  coarse  of  paymeat  dunng 
the  year  ending  od  the  31st  day  of  Marc!h,1893, 
for  ezpeDditare  oonoected  with  the  Colonisa- 
tion of  certain  Crofters  and  Cottars  of  the 
Western  Highlands  aod  Islands  of  Bootland." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

(5.40.)  Db. CLABK (Caithness):  lam 
not  going  to  take  a  Division,  but  I  de- 
sire, with  my  colleagues  who  represent 
Highland  constituencies,  to  make  a 
final  protest  against  the  allocation  of  this 
sum  to  such  a  purpose.  This  is  a  new 
policy  adopted  by  the  Government  and 
sprung  upon  us  yesterday,  and  we 
emphatically  protest  against  it.  We 
wiw  to  point  out  that  there  is  no 
natural  congestion  of  population  in  the 
Highlands.  You  have  in  your  towns 
the  working  classes  crowding  together 
in  a  manner  to  engender  disease  and 
cause  premature  death ;  but  in  the 
Highlands  there  should  be  no  congestion 
at  all,  and  there  is  actually  less  popula- 
tion in  the  districts  affected  by  this 
grantthan^therewasfiftyyearsago.  Such 
coi^stion  as  there  is  is  caused  artifi- 
oialfy ;  it  does  not  naturally  arise  oat 
of  growth  of  population — it  is  caused 
by  clearing  away  the  peo^  from 


thousands  of  acres  of  land  to  make 
room  for  deer  forests.  The  only  way 
to  remove  the  di£Qonlty  is  to  restore 
the  people  to  the  land  from  which  they 
were  ousted  to  make  room  for  deer. 
When  the  Crofter  Commission  reported 
three  millions  of  acres  of  land  had.  been 
so  converted  into  deer  forests,  and 
since  thai,  in  ten  years,  another  half 
million  acres  have  been  added.  What 
we  want,  and  what  the  people 
want,  is  home  colonisation,  that  they 
ma^  go  back  to  the  land  from 
which  they  and  their  forefathers 
were  driven.  Against  this  system 
of  sending  the  people  to  Manitoba,  to 
British. Columbia,  and  other  places,  I, 
as  representing  the  people,  protest ; 
and,  as  a  Member  of  tins  House,  I 
object  to  public  money  being  used  for 
such  a  purpose.  There  may  be  some 
reason  for  clearing  your  larae  towns 
and  sending  away  people  so  uiat  they 
may  have  a  chance  of  comfortable  life 
elsewhere ;  but  with  millions  of  acres  of 
splendid  land  going  back  to  a  state  of 
nature,  and  where  formerly  crofters 
found  support,  I  protest  against  employ- 
ing pubUo  money  to  send  away  these 
people,  whom  we  want  at  home. 

(5.42.)  The  PIEST  LOBD  op  thb 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  cannot  allow  the  hon. 
Gentleman  s  observations  to  pass  with- 
out a  word  in  reply.  The  hon.  Member 
is  entirely  wrong  in  his  facts  as  to  the 
extension  of  deer  forests  in  recent 
year^s.  No  crofter  has  been  turned  out 
of  his  holding  for  the  extension  of  deer 
forests ;  the  hon.  Member  opposes  the 
Vote  under  an  entire  misapprehension 
of  the  facts. 

(5.42.)  Db.  McDonald  (Ross 
and  Cromar^) :  I  join  in  the  protest 
of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  agree  with  tibe 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  that  carofters 
have  not  been  turned  out  of  their  hold- 
ings  in  recent  years :  but  they  have 
been  turned  out  in  the  past,  and  now 
we  want  to  turn  them  in  again ;  to  give 
them  back  the  deer  forests  from  which 
they  were  evicted  in  the  past.  Lewis 
is  a  congested  district  —  that  I 
acknowledge ;  but  half  of  the  land  of 
Lewis  is  under  deer  forests,  and  we 
demand  that  the  people  shall  be  allowed 
to  return  to  this  good  land  now  relapsed 
into  a  state  of  nature,  but  which  they 
and  their  Others  brought  into  a  ^tate 
of  cultivation.  ]|]fgM>tf@min^M 
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oontinue  to  raise  our  protest.  I  see 
there  is  a  Land  Company  going  to  give 
land  to  the  oroften  in  Vanooaver  Island 
or  elsewhere.  We  shall  narrowly 
watch  the  project.  I  hope  it  may  not 
turn  out  that  emigrants  wul  be  exploited 
in  the  manner  of  which  we  have  had 
experience  by  being  compelled  to  pay 
ei^t  times  the  value  of  the  land  re- 
ceived. I  quite  agree  v;ith  my  hon. 
fViend  a  wrong  and  stupid  policy  is 
being  pursued.  We  who  know  the 
people  and  the  land  assert  without  fear 
of  contradiction  that  the  money  would 
be  ten  times  more  usefully  spent  in 
re-settling  the  crofters  on  the  land 
which  has  been  turned  into  deer  forests. 

Beaolution  agreed  to. 

BBVBNITE  DBPABTHEKTS. 

Besolntion  10  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS— CONSOLIDATED 

FUND  (APPROPRIATION)  BILU 

Besolntion  [14th  June]  reported— 

"That  towards  niskiDg  good  the  Supply 
naated  to  Her  Msjee^  tew  the  Berrioe  of 
9w  Twr  ettding  on  the  Slat  dsj  of  March,  1893, 
the  Bom  of  £44,094,068  be  granted  oat  of  the 
Consolidated  Fond  of  tito  United  Kingdom." 

Uganda. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AflFairs  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  notice,  and  which,  perhaps, 
he  can  answer — if  accounts  have  been 
received  from  Uganda  of  a  date  sub- 
sequent to  the  aUe^ged  massacre  of  the 
Catholics ;  if  either  of  the  captains  on 
leave  from  their  regiments  have  ad- 
dressed any  communication  to  any 
Government  Department,  or  if  the 
contents  of  any  letter  sent  by  them 
have  been  communicated  to  any  Go- 
vernment Department,  and  when  will 
such  communication  be  published  or 
placed  upon  the  Table;  and  whether 
the  Foreign  Office  exercises  any  control 
over  tiie  East  AMoa  Company ;  also  1 
would  like  to  ask  whan  does  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  expect  a  message  from 
Captain  Williams  imder  the  altered 
circumstances,  he  being  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Lake  ? 
•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
iMi.  J.  W.  Ix>WTHEK,  Cumberland, 
P^tudttn) :  X  will  tejj^  to  the  question 
as  it  appears  on  the  Taper — ^that  ia  tho 


most  convenient  form.  No  offioal 
accounts  have  been  received.  The 
following  telegram  from  Zanzibar  vras 
received  on  Monday  : — 

"Letters  from  a  spot  near  soatb  end  of 
Lake  Tictoris,  near  Mnanza,  bearim|  date 
March  31,  inform  me  that  Caotain  WUIaBa 
reached  it  seven  days  previoasly.  He  z^orts 
that  the  fighting  in  Uganda  is  ended,  and  he 
hopes  to  arrange  terms  with  Mwanga's  pa>rtj. 
The  English  misaionariea  are  reported  all  weil 
in  Ugandft,  and  French  missionaries,  number- 
ing nineteen,  are  now  in  distriot  el 
Bukoba." 

No  communication  has  been  received 
by  any  Government  Department  from 
either  officer  later  than  that  whioh  ia 
contained  in  the  Uganda  Blue  Book, 
recently  laid.  The  Secretary  of  State 
does  exercise  control  over  the  Bast 
Africa  Company,  the  nature  and  extent 
of  which  is  clearly  defined  in  the 
Charter  of  the  Company,  which  will  be 
foimd  at  page  6  of  the  Blue  Book  re- 
ferred to.  In  reply  to  the  subsidiary 
question  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man asks,  it  would  be  rash  on  my  part 
to  prognosticate  any  date  when  we  may 
hear  from  Captain  Williams,  but  I 
think  Huanza  is  distant  between  two 
and  three  months'  journey  from  the 
coast ;  then  it  would  be  about  another 
month  before  despatches  conld  reaob 
England,  aaxd  thereiore  we  may  possttdy 
expect  information  during  the  oourae 
of  next  month. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  brine  in  a 
Bill  to  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fond  to  toe  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-flrat  day  of  March,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  to  appropriate 
the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Sessional  Puiifr- 
ment,  and  that  Hr.  Courttmy,  Mr.  Chauoellor 
of  the  Kxohequer,  and  Sir  John  Ckuvt  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  it  in. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 

BAST  INDU.  OFFICERS  [BXPEN8E8]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  is  npedient  to  authorise  the  pM- 
men^  oat  o(  the  Revenues  of  India,  of  the 
salanes  and  expenses  of  certain  efBcera,  vho 
may  be  permitted  to  leave  India  under  aaj 
Act  of  the  present  Session  to  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  certain  officers  in  India,  and  th^ 
payment  of  salary  and  emolumenta  to  any 
person  who  may  be  i^Dpoioted  to  flU  any  teni< 
poraiy  vacancy."— (»Sir  John  Gorgt.) 

(5.50.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT 
(Derby) :  I  thought  it  was  uft^terstood 
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Abut  tliis  Bill  was  not  to  be  proceeded 
with?  It  must  lead  to  a  great  deal  of 
discnseion,  and  I  venture  to  suggest  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  he 
should  put  it  down  at  the  bottom  of  the 
list,  and  go  on  with  Bills  to  which  there 
is  no  opposition. 

(5.50.)  Mr.  MACLEAN  (Oldham) : 
I  join  in  the  appeal  to  the  first  Lord  to 
drop  the  BiU  at  onoe.  It  is  a  highly 
contentious  measure.  Many  Members 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  subject  are 
obliged  to  leave  Westminster  and  go 
elsewh^  where  they  are  very  much 
wantod,  and  they  will  probably  not 
appear  in  their  places  again  this  Ses- 
sion. I  hope  the  BiU  wul  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

(5.51.)  Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I 
wiU  consider  before  to-morrow  what  is 
the  character  of  the  opposition  the  Bill 
is  likely  to  meet  with.  Meantime  I 
wiU  pat  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  list, 
and  I  will  answer  the  question  to- 
morrow. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  This  is  but  the 
Be^lution — ^the  Bill  fol- 


preliminary 
tows. 


Bat  WILLIAM  HABGOtJBT:  Let 
the  Besolntion  be  deferred  tiU  to- 
morrow. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again."  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

CASUAL  WARDS  BILL.— (No.  384.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Considwed  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

(5.52.)  Dr.  GLABE  (Caithness): 
I  beg  to  move  to  report  Progress.  This, 
I  think,  would  be  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  rid  of  a  charge  upon  the 
Imperial  Be  venue  for  a  pnrdy  local 
purpose  in  Lcmdon.  If  we  postpone 
the  clause  we  may  amend  it,  and 
confer  jurisdiction  upon  the  County 
Gonnoil  so  far  as  inspection  is  con- 
cerned. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Chairman'  do  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 
-{Dr.  Clarh.) 

Sm  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT:  I 
hope  my  hon.  Friend  will  not  persist  ita 
his  Motion.  He  suggests  a  iaxee  ques- 
tion ;  snd  in  the  principle  I  am  cuspiosed 
to  agree  with  him,  but  I  do  not  thiok 
it  con  be  raised  now. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  PROVISXONAi: 
ORDER  [INVERNESS]  BILL.— (No 
403.) 

Beported,  without  Amendm«it  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

GALWAT  INFIRMARY  BILL.-(No.  36%) 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
without  Amendment ; 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be 
printed.    [No.  272.] 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  272.]  i 

BiU  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  421.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.-(No.  346.) 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  re  od 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  (BE-ARRANQB- 

AfENT  OF  ROOMS). 

Ordered,Thst  the  Seleot  Committee  on  Hoate 
of  Commoiu(Bo-ornu)gement  of  Booms)  bmvB 
power  to  send  for  penons,  papers,  and 
reoordt.— (Jfr.  Plunket.) 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL 

[£orda].— (No.  411.> 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

NATIONAL   DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS' 
RELIEF)  BILI*— (No.  407.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  (uad^oommitted 

for  To-morrow.    U  g  t  zed  by  CiOOglc  ■ 
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RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 
(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL. -(No.  416.) 
Bead  &  second  time,  and  oommitted 
for  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
CNo.  417.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To*morrow. 

EXPIRma   LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL.-<No.  418.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

.    MARRIED  WOMEN  BILL.— (No.  81.) 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

TRUST  INVESTMENT  ACT  (1889) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  207.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

LOCAL   TAXATION    (CUSTOMS  AND 
EXCISE)  ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  129.) 
Order  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate 

on  (Question  [16th  February],  "That 

the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," 

read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

DECK  CAHOOES  BILL.— (No.  104.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
disehai^ed. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

RIGHTS  OF  WAY  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2) 
BILL.— (No.  156.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9>  BILL.— (^o.  341.) 
Beported,  with  Amendments  [Fro- 
visional  Orders  confirmed] ;  as  amended, 
to  be  considered  To-morrow. 


LOCAL     GK>VERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (NO.  10)  BILL. 

(No.  375.) 

Beported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed];  asamended, 
to  .be  considered  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Twelfth  Eeport  brought  up,  and 
read ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

printed. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Fourth  Beport,  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  and  an  Appendix,  brought 
up,  and  read. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  277.] 

CONTAGIOUS    DISEASES  (AMIUAI.S)  {IBS- 

land)  [qbamt]. 

Restdation  reported— 

'*That  it  IB  expedient  to  authorise  the  Mj- 
meat,  oat  of  the  moDeyB  to  be  prondad  b; 
Porliameat,  of  an  inoreued  gnuit  lor  the  par- 
poaes  of  the  Conti^oiu  DiseMos  (AoimalB) 
Acts  in  Ireland." 

Resolution  agre  e  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son, Hr.  Attorney  Oeneriil  for  InUnd,  asd 
Sir  John  Qorst. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  flnt  time.  [Bill48S.] 

MATTurrma  LOAN  OUARAHIXB. 

C(Hi8idared  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

RasolTed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  Mtthoriss 
iheTreasury to  guarantee, on  the  Menritfw 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  VbB  United  King^Mn, 
Uie  payment  of  the  prindpal,  with  interest  st 
Uierate  of  3  per  cent  per  annum,  of  aloaa  of 
£600,000,  to  be  raised  by  the  Gowiimsnt 
of  Mauritina  for  meeting  the  damage  euseo 
by  the  hurnoane. 

ReiolutioD  to  be  reported  To-mnow. 


EDUCATION. 

The  vice  PBESIDENT  or  tm 
COUNCIL  (  Sir  W.  Habt  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford)  :  It  may  be  for  the  con* 
venienoe  of  the  House  that  I  should 
now  give  notice  that,  in  pursuance  of 
the  promise  I  gave  a  few  days  ago, 
I  propose  to  make  a  statement  np^ 
educational  matters  upon  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Appropriation  BiU  to- 
morrow. 

It  being  Six  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Qo«^ 
tion  put  tiU  15prJ*^€nOOgle 
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HOUSE     OF  LOBDS, 
Thwraday,  16ih  June,  1892. 


RBPREBENTATIVE  PEER  FOR 
tRSLAND. 
Writs  and  Batoms  electing  the  Loz^ 
Muskeny  a  Representative  Peer  for 
Ireland  in  the  room  of  the  late  Lord 
Castlemaine,  deoeased,  with  the  Cer- 
tificate of  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  in  Ire- 
land annexed  thereto :  Delivered  (on 
oath),  and  Certificate  read. 

ALTX>TUEMTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading,  read. 

The  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothian):  My 
Lords,  1  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  a  Second  Reading  to  this  Bill.  The 
object  of  it  is  to  extend  to  Scotland  the 
provisions  of  the  Allotments  Acts  of 
1887  and  1889.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
detain  your  Lordships  at  all  by  going  in- 
to the  details  of  this  Bill,  because  it  has 
been  framed,  aa  far  as  the  procedure  in 
Scotland  would  allow  of  it,  upon  the  two 
Acts  of  1887  and  1889  which  refer 
to  England  alone.  The  two  English 
Ai^  were  to  a  certain  extent  experi- 
mmtal;  but,  since  they  have  been  in 
force,  a  desire  has  been  frequently  ex- 
pressed that  the  principle  embodied  in 
them  should  be  established  in  Scotland  as 
well  as  in  England.  There  is  another 
reason  which  makes  legislation  for  such 
.  a  purpose  partly  appropriate  at  the 
present  time,  because  there  is  at  present 
before  your  Lordships  a  Bill,  to  which 
your  Lordships  gave  a  Second  Reading 
three  nights  ago,  which  has  been  framed 
with  the  object  of  promoting  the  creation 
of  small  agriculturad  holdings,  and  thereby 
preventing,  so  far  as  Iwislation  m 
this  nature  can  prevent  it,  we  wholesale 
transference  of  the  population  from  the 
rural  districts  to  the  urban  dis- 
tricts. That  Bill  applies  to  Soot- 
land  as  well  as  England ;  but  the 
Bill  which  I  now  ask  to  be  read 
a  second  time  may  be  considered  to 
be,  in  effect,  another  step,  so  far  as  Scot- 
land is  concerned,  towards  the  end  which 

VOL.  V.       [fou&th  bbbebs.] 


your  Lordships  have  in  view  in  passing 
the  Small  Agrictilltural  Holdings  Bill  for 
England — namely,  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
might  be  possible,  the  migration  from  the 
ruml  to  the  urban  districts.  My  Lords, 
to  cultivate  an  allotment  is  no  bad  train- 
ing for  the  cultivaticm  of  a  small  holding, 
and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  dumoeof 
creating  a  nnmerousolaasof  small  holders 
will  be  slight  unless  the  class  of  labourers 
from  which  they  should  come  has  some 
chance,  first  of  all,  of  gaining  practical 
experience  on  a  small  scale.  How  far 
sucli  •opportunities  already  exist  in  Scot- 
land, and  how  far  Scottish  labourers  are 
willing  to  take  advantage  of  them,  is  a 
question  that  I  need  not  entertain  at 
this  moment ;  but  if,  without  danger  to 
anyone,  it  is  possible  to  encourage  the 
procuring  of  aUotments,  and  thus  to  pro- 
mote tiie  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  to 
prevent,  if  only  to  a  small  extent,  the 
migration  from  the  runU  to  the  urban 
districts,  then  I  think  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  are  justified  in  asking  your 
Lordships  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  a 
Bill  which  has  for  its  object  that  very 
desirable  result ;  and  the  measure  to  which 
I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  give  a 
Second  Reading  is  framed  with  that 
intention.  I  do  not  think  I  need  enter 
upon  the  urgent  necessity  of  a  Bill  such 
as  this.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  requires  to 
be  demonstrated.  The  BUI  is  an  honest 
attempt  to  keep  the  labourer  to  a  closer 
connectu)n  with  the  land ;  and,  whether 
that  oloser  oonnection  is  rendered  neoes- 
saiy  by  the  social  conditions  or  not,  it  is 
I  think  a  thing  in  itself  desirable.  Whe- 
ther such  a  close  connection  can  be 
achieved  or  not  depends  I  think  entirely 
upon  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other 
circumstances  that  the  legislature  cannot 
control ;  but  the  Legislature  can  remove 
the  obstacles  to  any  advance  on  the  road 
that  is  desirable.  In  addition  to  this  I 
think,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned, 
your  Lordships  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
in  Scotland  will  admit  that  thwe  is  (me 
system  in  Scotland  which  it  would  be  very 
desirable  as  faras  possible  to  put  an  end  to. 
I  refer  to  the  peculiar  system  in  Scotland  by 
which  the  labourers  on  the  farms  are  apt, 
after  a  very  short  residence  on  one 
farm,  to  change  masters  and  go  to 
another.  The  object  of  the  Bill,  as  I 
have  stated  already,  is  to  prevent,  as  far 
as'  may  be  possible,  the  migration  of  the 
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rural  population  into  the  burgbs;  but 
in  adt^tion  to  that  we  have  in  Scotland 
a  system  which  involves  the  migration, 
Dot  only  to  the  cities,  but  the  migration 
of  the  agricultural  population  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.    I  have 
tXvtkjB  held  that  this  is  a  great  drawback 
to  our  agricultural  population  in  Scot- 
land.  I  have  no  doubt  it  faaa  its  advan- 
tages ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  think 
the  disadTantages  more  than  counter- 
balance any  advantages  whidi  may  be 
obtained  from  the  system.   In  the  first 
place  we  have  what  are  called  Hiring 
Fairs  in  Scotland.    I  think  those  in 
themselves  are  an  institution  which  it  is 
not  desirable  to  continue,  and  if,  by  any 
means,  they  could  be  stopped,  it  would  be 
nnch  in  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 
population.    But  if,  under  this  Bill,  the 
rural  population   can   be   induced  to 
aoquire  allotments  in  their  own  district 
and  in  t^e  neighbourhood  in  which  they 
live,  I  think  we  may  be  certain  that  the 
resolt  will  be  tiiat  gradually,  not  at  first, 
they  will  be  more  inclined  to  remain  in 
the  places  in  which  perhaps  they  were 
born,  and  in  which  at  any  rate  they  have 
passed  a  large  portion  of  their  lives.  And 
looking  to  the  present  political  state  of 
the  country,  and  the  large  amount  of 
power  that  is  given  to  the  agricultural 
labourer,  I  feel  convinced,  as  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  be,  that  it  is  very  desir- 
aUe  that  the  agricultural  labourer  should 
remain  fixed  more  or  less  by  his  own 
interest  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
not  be  constantiy  migrating  from  place 
to  plaoe  with  intOTeats  affectmg  natiually 
himself  only,  and  not  with  re^rd  to  the 
part  of  the  country  in  which  he  lives.  If 
this  Bill  has  any  effect  of  that  description 
I  am  sure  that  that  alone  will  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  rural  population  of 
Scotland.      The   system  that   I  have 
alluded  to  does  not  affect  the  whole  of 
Scotland  ;  but  it  affects  very  largely  the 
agricultural  population  in  the  south.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  propose  to-night  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  Bill,  because  it  is 
identically,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
same  Bill  to  which  your  Lordships  have 
already  assented  ou  the  part  of  England, 
and  theripfore  I  think  it  would  only  be 
a  waste  of  your  Lordships'  time  to  go 
into  the  details  on  this  occasion.  With 
these  few  remarks,  I  have  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time. 

The  Marguut  of  Lothian 


Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.'* 

— Marquess  of  Zo<Aui».) 

•The  Makquebs  of  HUNTLY:  My 
Lords,   I   do    not   rise  in   any  way 
to    offer    objection   to    tiie  Second 
Beading   of   the    Bill,    but  met«iy 
to    remark    upon    its   vrav  great 
^portance.    I  think  tiie  noble  Har- 
qaess  has  not  in  the  least  exagge- 
rated the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
I  go  vathor  further  tfaui  he  doee  in 
thinking  that  the  Act  will  be  a  great 
boon  in  the  agricultural  districts  of 
Scotland.     I   have   been  always  very 
much  astonished  that  when  the  Allot- 
ments Act  was  passed  for  England  it  waa 
not  also  passed  for  Scotland.    But  as 
regards  the  many  details  of  the  Bill  it 
would  be  impossible,  in  the  short  time  we 
have  had  it  before  ns,  to  criticise  it.  So 
far  as  I  can  see  it  goes  entirely  upon  the 
lines  of  the  English  Act  adjusted  to  meet 
Scotch  law,  and  I  look  forward  in  the 
rural  districts  of  Sootland  to  its  being 
brought  into  operation  at  once.    I  think 
that  the  county  I  belong  to  was  the  fore- 
most county  in  appealing  to  have  the  Act 
extended  to  Scotland,  and  I  hope  that  in 
Aberdeenshire  it  will  be  made  use  of. 
My  Lords,  the  only  criticium  I  would 
offer  is. as  to  the  election  of  managers  in 
Clause  9.    Do  I  rightly  und^tand  it  to 
be  the  object  of  the  Bill  that  if  a  parish 
wishes  to  elect  managers  of  the  alU^ 
ments,  upon  petition  to  the  Local  Aotho- 
rity,  that  is  the  County  Council,  thc^y 
may  have  the  right,  if  supported  by  one 
sixth  of  the  ratepayers,  to  take  the 
management  of  the  allotments  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council  ? 

TheMarqvbbs  of  LOTHIAN:  Yes, 
that  is  so. 

*Thb  Marquess  of  HUNTLY :  I  think  " 
that  goes  further  than  the  English  Act 
does.  It  is  a  very  strong  order  that,  by 
the  petition  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
inh^itants  of  a  parish,  the  whole  man- 
agement of  an  Act  <A  Parliament  may 
M  taken  out  of  l^e  hands  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

The  Marquess  of  LOTHIAN:  I 
think  the  noble  Marquess  will  find  that 
that  follows  exactly  the  lines  of  the 
English  Act.  and  is  a  course  which  faaa 
been  followed  by  Parliamwt  on  a  great 
many  occasions — namely,  to  give  to  the 
people  interested  in  a  district  the  man- 
agement of  the  diabriet  itself,  or  nther 
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to  take  it  out  o£  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council.  The  interpretatioii  [>ut  upon 
Clause  9  by  the  noble  Marquees  is  quite 
correct.  Whether  the  noble  Marquess 
objects  to  it  or  not  is  another  question. 

Thb  Mabqukss  of  HXTKTIiY :  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  made  myself  quite 
dear.  Does  the  clause  take  the  whole 
management  only  of  the  allotments  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authority,  or 
does  it  take  the  control  of  the  finances 
as  well,  or  would  they  be  entirely  re- 
sponsible under  the  Act  fwthe  manage- 
ment? 

Thb  Maequess  op  LOTHIAN :  They 
would  be  entirely  responsible  under  the 
Act  tar  the  managemmt. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2"  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

KAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 

SBCOND  BEADING, 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

*LoBD  BLPHINSTONE:  My  Lords, 
this  is  a  very  short  Bill  which  I  think 
I  can  explain  in  a  very  few  words.  It 
appears  that  in  1724  a  Mr.  Travers  left 
a  sum  of  money  in  aid  of  superannuated 
or  disabled  lieutenants  of  English 
men-of-war;  he  left  a  property  of 
1,140  acres  in  Essex,  but  ooujded  with 
certain  conditions.  The  Knights  were 
to  be  single,  they  were  to  have  no 
children,  they  were  to  be  inclined  to  lead 
a  virtuous,  studious,  and  a  devout  life, 
they  were  to  live  in  a  collegiate  manner, 
they  were  to  keep  their  mess  together 
in  the  Common  ^11,  and  were  to  attend 
divine  service  daily  in  St.  Qeorge's 
Chapel.  This  bequest  was  some  time 
after  supplemented  by  Lieutenant 
Brathwaite,Jl.N.,wholeft^l8,000forthe 
same  object,  but  the  conditions  imposed 
have  been  proved  by  the  expoience  of 
over  thiee-quartors  of  a  century  to  be 
entirely  inconsistent  with  and  nnsuited 
to  the  habits  and  wants  of  naval  officers 
at  the  present  day.  My  Lords,  I  think 
that  the  Memorandum  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Bill  will  explain  as  simply  as 
possible  what  the  object  of  the  Bill  is. 
Owin^  to  these  conditions  we  have 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  finding 
officers  eligible  to  fill  the  vacandee, 
whidi  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  at 
present  we  hove  only  four  Knights 


instead  of  seven.  XTnder  those  circum- 
stances, as  the  Memorandum  states,  it  has 
been  decided  to  dissolve  the  Oorpwation 
of  the  Naval  Knights  of  Windsor,  and 
to  appropriate  the  funds  in  a  more 
useful  manner,  for  the  direct  benefit  of 
A  large  class  of  deserving  naval  officers 
in  whose  interest  the  3^ust  was  origin- 
ally founded.  The  income  oS  the 
property  thus  transferred  will  be  granted 
in  the  form  of  pensions  to  naval  officers 
of  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  the  Navy  or 
who  have  retired  from  that  rank,  and 
the  arrangement  so  made  by  the 
Admiralty  will  besubmitted  for  approval 
to  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  That  is 
really  the  whole  Bill.  I  will  only  add 
that  it  passed  through  the  House  of 
Commons  without  comment  or  amend- 
ment ;  and  under  those  circumstances  I 
trust  your  Lordships  will  give  it  a 
Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (The  Lord  Elphinstone.) 

Viscount  SIDMOtJTH :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  whether  the  Papers  con- 
taining the  Regulations  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

*LoRD  ELPHINSTONE :  The  Papers 
have  not  yet  been  submitted  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH  :  But  after 
they  have  been  submitted  % 

*LoRD  ELPHINSTONE:  They  wiU 
certainly  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPBRDOWN: 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  rise  to  ofier  any 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  the  prindpid 
object  of  which  is  very  much  to  be  com- 
mended. The  bequest  of  Mr.  Travers, 
with  the  conditions  that  he  imposed  by 
the  terms  of  his  will,  has  been  found 
very  difficult  to  administer,  especially  of 
late  years,  and  the  Admiralty  are  I  think 
taking  a  very  wise  step  in  proposing  new 
conditions  for  its  administration.  But  I 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord  to  the  terms  of  the  Bill, 
which  X  think  do  not  carry  out  the  object 
of  the  bequest  in  so  strict  a  manner  as 
tliey  ought  to  do.  These  funds,  what- 
ever they  are,  belong  absolutely  and  solely 
to  the  officers  of  the  Boyal  Navy  of  the 
rank  of  lieutenant,  or  of  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  with  the  retired  rank  of 
commander ;  they  ought  not  to  be 
granted  in  the  way  of  pensions  to  officers 
of  any  other  rank,  or  to  any  o^er  persons 
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than  lieutenants  who  are  in  the  Royal 
Kavy.  My  Lords,  under  Clause  2  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Admiralty  are  bound, 
as  the  words  now  stand,  to  apply  the 
whole  of  the  property  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  wish  to  apply  it.  The  words 
are  that  the  Admiralty  may  out  of  this 
property  grant  pensions  to  retired  officers 
of  the  rank  of  lieutenant ;  but  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  they  must  do 
it.  The  word  "  may  "  I  know  is  supposed 
very  often  to  mean  the  same  thing  as 
"  shall,"  but  "  shall  "  is  a  much  better 
word  than  "  may,"  and  the  noble  Lord 
will  see  that  the  word  "  shall "  is  used  in 
Sub-section  4  of  the  same  clause ;  and 
therefore  I  think  it  had  much  better  be 
used  here.  I  would  surest  to  the  noble 
Lord  that  Bnb-section  20  of  that  clause 
shotild  be  altered  in  something  like  the 
foUowingform :  "That  the  Admiraltyshall 
after  deducting  the  necessary  or  proper 
expenses  of  management,  expend  the 
income  of  the  said  property  in  pensions 
to  officers  of  the  rank  of  lieutenant "  ; 
then  the  Admiralty  will  be  bound  to  ex- 
pend this  money  in  that  particular  way 
and  in  that  particular  way  alone.  My 
Lords,  I  have  a  practical  reason  for 
making  these  remarks  because  there  is 
reference  made  in  the  Bill  to  the  property 
of  Greenwich  Hospital.  I  happen 
to  have  had  some  knowledge  of  the 
administration  of  that  property  at  the 
time  when  very  great  changes  were  being 
made  in  its  application,  and  in  the  con- 
ditions in  which  it  was  applied ;  and  I 
know  that  there  are  occasionally  claims 
put  forward  by  persons  who  have  no 
right  whatsoever  to  these  bequests,  and 
that  in  any  Bill  which  deals  with  a 
bequest  of  this  kind,  which  is  limited  to 
a  particular  rank  of  officers,  the  most 
dear  terms  ought  to  be  used  so  as  to 
leave  the  Admiralty  no  discretion  in  the 
matter.  The  bequest  ought  to  be  applied 
to  officers  of  that  tank,  of  course  on 
conditions  which  approve  themselves  to 
the  Admiralty  and  to  Her  Majesty  in 
Council.  I  would  suggest  to  the  noble 
Lord  to  consider  the  making  of  an  alteiu- 
tion  of  that  kind.  It  interferes  neither 
with  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  nor  with 
the  objects  of  the  Admiralty,  but  it 
carries  out  the  proposal  in  a  way  which 
leaves  no  room  for  mistake.  But  there 
is  one  point  further  in  Clause  2 — the 
rants  and  profits  of  the  lands  vested  in 
the  Admiralty  by  virtue  of  the  Green- 
TJie  ^arl  of  Ccan^rdown 
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wich  Hospital  Act  are  to  be  paid  in  a 
particular  way.  Now  there  is  no 
reference  in  the  Preamble  to  this  Bill  to 
the  property  of  Greenwich  Hoepital. 
This  Bill  profeases  to  deal  only  witA  IAmb 
bequest  of  Mr.  Travers  sad  the  Naval 
Knights  of  Windsor,  and  I  do  not  think 
any  person,  interested  in  the  property  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  could  possibly  have 
guessed  that  he  woiUd  find  that  a  regula- 
tion is  laid  down  in  a  Bill  relating  to  the 
Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  which  is  to 
apply  to  the  whole  property  of  Green- 
wich HospitaL  I  think  those  words 
o\ight  to  be  struck  out.  I  think  all 
reference  to  Greenwich  Hospital  qua 
Greenwich  Hospital  is  quite  inappropriate 
to  a  Bill  which  refers  solely  to  the  Naval 
Knights  of  Windsor. 

*LoBD  ELPHINSTONE:  Under 
Clause  2  the  Admiralty  are  empowered 
to  grant  pensions  to  retired  officers  of 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  only. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  : 
Tliat  is  all  right. 

-Lord  ELPHINSTONE :  Or  to  lieu- 
tenants who  have  retired  with  the  rank 
of  commander.  The  noble  Earl  knows 
that  lieutenants  on  being  retired  are 
veiy  often  lieutenants  with  superior 
rank. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMFEBDOWN: 

«LoKD  ELPHINSTONE:  In  dealing 
with  the  new  property  the  powers  con- 
ferred on  the  Admiralty  by  the  Green- 
wich Hospital  Acts  will  give  the  necessary 
authority  to  defray  all  proper  expenses 
for  management  before  ^plying  any  of 
the  income  towards  the  pensions. 
The  noble  Eurl  was  at  the  Admiralty  this 
morning  and  I  beard  the  objection  that 
he  proposed  raising.  We  therefore 
referred  the  matter  to  the  draftsman, 
and  I  think  if  the  noble  Lord  looks  at 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Memorandnm 
he  will  see  how  impossible  it  is  for  us 
now  to  accept  any  Amendment  to  the 
Bill.  Tlie  last  paragraph  says  that  all 
the  persons  interested  in  the  Travers 
College  have  signified  their  concurrence 
with  those  proposals.  This  Memorandum 
from  tiie  draftsman  was  put  into  my 
hands  a  very  short  time  ago.  Touching 
upon  that  very  same  point  that  all  per- 
sons interested  have  signified  their  con- 
currence he  says — 

^'This  hm^  an  agreed  Bill  should  not  be 
altend  St  the  lest  stage." 
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And  then  he  goes  cm — 

"  The  AmeDdments  proposed  by  the  nobl« 
Eert  are  oDneceHkry,  and  would  make  do  real 
altentioB.  The  word  '  may '  confers  a  power, 
bat  it  Ua  power  for  the  non-exerciie  of  which 
a  Public  Department  might  be  called  to 
account  in  Parliament,  and  m  that  aense  It  is 
equivalent  to '  ahaU.*" 

Further  he  goes  on — 

"From  an  adminbtratave  p<nnt  of  view  it 
would  be  undesirable  that  the  hands  of 
the  Admiralty  should  be  too  closely  fettered. 
Income  derived  from  land  is  subject  to  fluctusr 
tion,  and  therefore  it  would  be  neceHary  to 
have  a  safe  margin  in  reserve.  The  Admiralty 
have  not  finally  decided  upon  the  amount  of 

Sinsions  to  be  awarded  to  lieutenants  of  the 
avy  or  retired  from  the  Navy,  but  it  has  been 
agcoai  that  the  qnalifiealaons  should  be  long 
and  faithful  servMe." 

My  Lords,  I  am  instructed  that  we 
cannot  agree  to  any  Ameudmeuts  now 
in  this  Bill,  especially  as  it  is  already, 
as  it  stands,  an  agreed  BUI. 

The  Eael  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I 
am  afraid  I  failed  to  convey  to  the  noble 
Earl  what  my  objection  is ;  my  objection 
is  tiiat  there  is  no  oblation  contained  in 
the  Bill  now  to  oblige  the  AdminJty  to 
expend  the  total  sum  received,  in  respect 
of  that  bequest,  in  pensions  to  lieutenants 
of  the  Royal  Navy.  That  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bequest,  and  apparently  that 
is  the  intention  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  spirit  M  the  Bill  at  all,  or  any  altera- 
tion which  can  affect  any  of  the  persons 
who  may  have  given  their  consent.  All 
I  wish  is  that  the  Admiralty  should  be 
compelled  to  lay  out  the  money  which 
will  come  to  them.  TTnder  the  Bill  as  it 
stands,  and  as  the  noble  Ijord  has  just 
said,  there  is  a  discretion  left  to  the 
Admiralty.  I  say  that  disoretion  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  than,  becaase  Mr. 
Travers  left  this  money  for  this  parti- 
cular purpose.  Everybody  will  be  agreed 
that  it  is  quite  right  that  pensions  should 
be  given  to  officers  of  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Royal  Navy.  That  rank 
is  necessarily  the  rank  from  which  by 
far  the  largest  amount  of  retirements 
take  place,  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  promoting  all  lieutenants,  and  there- 
fore it  is  particularly  undesirable  that,  in 
the  case  of  a  bequest  of  this  sort,  there 
shonld  be  l^t  any  looi^ole  through 
which,  either  the  lieutenants  should 
not  receive  the  money,  or  the 
money  should  be  capable  of  being 
bestowed  upon  somebody  else.  My  Xiords, 


when  I  say  this  I  have  a  reason ;  because 

in  the  year  1885  the  Admiralty  dedded 
that  officers  who  were  active  captains, 
and  who  would  retire  being  active  captains, 
were  to  count  as  if  they  were  lieu- 
tenants. If  I  had  happened  to  notice 
that  at  the  time  I  should  have  opposed 
it,  as  this  benefit  is  clearly  intended  for 
Ueutenants,  and  it  is  intended  that  the 
money  should  be  expended  ;  it  apparently 
is  the  wish  of  the  Admiralty  ;  and  why 
the  draftsman  should  object  to  words 
being  put  in  to  make  it  clear  I  do  not 
understand.  I  assure  your  Lordships 
I  have  good  reason  for  opposing  this, . 
because  J  have  eoeai  in  practice  in  the 
Admiralty  the  difficulty  of  making  it 
necessary  to  lay  money  out  in  the  way  in 
which  it  was  originally  intended  ;  and,  if 
your  Lordships  were  to  read  the  Bill  as 
I  have  done,  you  would  see  that,  by 
coupling  the  property  of  Greenwich 
Hospital  together  with  this  property,  it 
is  qxiite  possible  that  a  certain  portion  of 
the  money  would  not  be  so  laid  out.  The 
noble  Loi*d  says  that  the  income  arises 
from  land  and  may  fluctuate.  My  Lordsj 
the  Admiralty  cannot  expmd  money 
they  have  not  got ;  but  the  net  income  <n 
that  property,  whatever  it  may  be,  ought 
to  be  laid  out  in  pensions  for  lieutenants 
of  the  Navy.  And,  my  Lords,  the 
second  objection  that  I  make—and  I  think 
it  is  a  very  pertinent  objection — is  that 
this  Bill,  which  is  a  BUI  about  the  Naval 
Knights  of  Windsor,  contains  a  regu- 
lation which  refers  to  the  property 
of  Greenwich  Hospital — an  entirely 
different  matter.  The  noble  Lord  has 
not  given  me  any  answer  upon  that ; 
and  I  should  like  to  call  his  attention 
to  the  &ct.  It  was  merely  by  accident 
that,  by  looking  at  the  BiUs  whidi  he  re- 
pealed, I  found  he  was  repeiJing  the  48th 
and  49th  Vic,  cap.  42,  sec.  7,  end,  on 
looking  at  that  section,  I  found  it  was  a 
section  which  had  reference  solely  to  the 
property  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  this  matter. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  must  say  that  the  answer  given 
by  the  noble  Lonl  opposite  eems  to  me 
very  unsatisfactory.  He  says  that  the 
Admiralty  might  be  called  to  account  in 
Parliament.  We  all  know  that  that 
might  be  done ;  but  here  you  are  going  to 
give  the  Admiralty  discivtion  in  a  matter 
in  which  I  do  not  think  tliey  ought  to 
have  disci*etion.   The  word  in  the  Bill  is 
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"may";  it  ought  to  be  "shall."  As 
to  the  amount  of  money,  nobody  ex- 
pects the  Admiralty  will  lay  out  money 
that  they  do  not  possess;  but  I  cannot  un- 
derstand from  the  noble  Loin's  answer 
what  the  true  reasons  are.  It  looks  as  if 
there  were  something  behind  it  which  is 
not  satisfactory.  As  to  its  being  an 
agreed  Bill,  it  cannot  affect  the 
persons  concerned  in  this  Charity 
unfavourably ;  because,  of  course, 
the  securing  positively  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  that  the  money  shall  be 
devoted  to  a  particular  class  of  persons 
cannot  prejudice  them.  I  hope  the 
noble  hard  will  not  object  to  put  in  the 
word  "  shall."  My  Lonis,  I  do  not  attri- 
bute to  the  present  Board  of  Admiralty 
any  intention  of  doing  anything  other- 
wise than  what  is  right ;  but  this  is  an 
Act  which  is  to  be  for  all  time,  and  it 
would  be  much  better  to  make  it  clear 
Uid  not  to  leave  it  to  doubt.  I  know 
that  **  may  "  does  sometimes  mean 
"shall,"  but  lam  told  on  good  authority 
that  here  it  would  be  discretionary.  I 
should  bow  to  a  I^al  opinion  if  I  were 
told  that  it  means  "  shall "  here ;  but  I 
am  told  that  it  does  not ;  and  I  confess  I 
should  like  to  know  a  Httie  more  what 
is  the  reason  for  the  Admiralty  not  hemg 
willing  to  alter  it. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquees 
of  Balisbuby)  :  A  desire  to  do  every- 
thing in  its  wrong  place  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  of  human  emotions,  and 
the  noble  Earl,  having  .the  Committee 
coming  on  tomorrow  or  the  next  day, 
prefers  to  discuss  now  whether  your 
Lordships  should  put  "  shall "  or  "  may  " 
into  the  dause. 

Ths  E&rl  op  EIMBEBLEY  :  I  beg 
your  Lordships*  pardon ;  I  thought  we 
were  in  Committee. 

The  Mabquess  op  SALISBURY :  I 
abandon  my  observation  if  that  is  the 
case.  It  is  really  a  matter  which  must 
be  discussed  in  Committee,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  shall  be  able  to  give  a 
good  account  of  the  motives  of  the 
Admiralty,  which  I  suspect  are  not  tinged 
with  any  such  dark  intentions  as  the 
noble  1^1  suggests ;  said  I  hope  we 
shall  have  that  amount  ctf  leg^  strength 
in  ihe  House  which  shall  enable  us  to 
discuss  one  of  the  most  difficult  questiono 
in  the  British  Constitution,  namely, 
The  Earl  of  Kmb»l^ 


whether  "may"  or  "shall'*  should  be 
used  in  a  particular  sent«ice. 
*LoBD  ELFHINSTONE:  I  voald 
merely  say,  in  answer  to  my  noible 
Friend,  that  the  noble  Earl  seems  sus- 
piciousof  the  Department  that  I  represant, 
but  there  really  is  nothing  behiiid  this. 
My  instructions  are,  as  I  mentioned,  not 
to  accept  any  Amendment.  All  I  can 
undertake  to  do  is,  if  this  Bill  is  read  a 
second  time,  to  confer  with  the  authori- 
ties at  the  Admiralty. 

Thb  Eabl  op  OAMPERDOWN: 
And  will  the  noble  Lord  at  the  same 
time  point  out  that  Clause  3  deaU  with 
the  property  of  Gremwich  Hospital  1  It 
does,  I  can  assure  him ;  I  have  looked  aA 
the  Act. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  ac* 
cordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  Uie  Whole  Hou^  on  Friday  next. 

GIBRALTAR  SANITARY  BOARa 

QUESTION.  OBSEBVATIONS. 

*L0BD  CARRINGTON :  My  Lords, 
before  I  venture  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  recent  change  in  the 
Sanitary  Board  of  Gibraltar  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  uoUe  Lmrd,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ooloniee,  few- 
having  so  expeditiously  and  fully  fur- 
nished the  Papers  for  which  I  asked.  I 
shall  only  have  to  detain  the  Hoose  a 
very  few  moments  while  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  Sanitary  Board.  The 
House  is  aware  that  Gibraltar  is  a  foriroas 
and  a  Crown  Colony  under  the  Colonial 
Office  with  20,000  inhabitants  and  6,000 
soldiers.  From  1816  to  1880  the  samtaiy 
arrangements  were  looked  after  1^  a 
civilian  Commission  which  practically 
represented  the  ratepayera.  In  1880  the 
military  being  one-tmrd  of  the  ratepayers, 
as  they  paid  rates  as  well,  naturally  claimed 
to  have  some  share  in  the  representation, 
and  it  wa^  just  and  right  that  they  should 
and  they  came  in  on  the  Board,  four  of 
the  twelve  Commissioners  being  nomi- 
nated from  among  the  officials  on  the 
Rock.  That  went  on  happily  for  three 
years  when  special  powers  were  given  to 
the  Governor  to  alter  the  existing 
artangemrats,  and  this  went  on  for  a 
few  months,  when  Sir  John  Adye,  the 
then  Governor,  found  it  unworkable. 
He  came  back  to  England  ;  I  believe  he 
saw  Lord  Derby ;  he  pointisd  out  to  him 
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how  nnworkable  those  conditions  were, 
and  he  got  instructions  to  revert  to  the 
old  state  of  things.  That  brings  us  on  to 
1890.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  the 
drainage  of  Gibraltar  was  everything 
that  might  be  desired,  but  at  any  rate 
the  Ktatistics,  which  I  will  just  glance 
through  later  on,  show  that  there  was 
no  bad  health  in  the  Colony.  In  1890 
Lord  Knutsfoi-d  ixAd  Major  TuUoch  of 
the  Bo^  Engineers  to  make  a  Report 
abont  the  sanitaUon  of  Gibraltar,  and 
that  gallant  officer  made  a  Report  which 
is  in  the  Blue  Book  on  page  1,  in  which 
he  remarks  that  the  ^initary  C!om- 
missioners  are  quite  incapable  of  dealing 
with  the  question.  He  says  that  they 
do  not  represent  at  all  the  wealth, 
the  intelligence,  the  influence,  or  the 
business  capacity  of  the  civilians. 
He  goes  into  detail  about  their  mat- 
admiuistration,  and  he  goes  on  to  say 
that  they  laugh  at  the  War  Office  and 
make  them  pay  more  than  thai  fair 
share  of  the  rates.  To  remedy  this  state 
of  things  Major  Tulloch  proposes  to  bore 
a  great  tunnel  through  the  Rock  from 
w^  to  east  through  which  the  sewage 
is  to  be  carried  out  to  sea,  which  he  says 
will  have  the  double  advantage  that 
very  likely  he  will  be  able,  with  good 
fortune,  to  strike  upon  water.  If  he 
does,  this  will  produce  a  good  water 
supply  for  the  town,  and  if  he  does  not 
he  proposes  to  carry  the  sewage  through 
the  Rock  into  the  sea  from  west  to  east. 
If  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  find  any 
water,  then  he  proposes  to  bore  through 
the  Bock  south  to  bring  the  sewage 
out  at  the  southern  ext^mity  whidi 
yi>nr  Lordships  know  well  is  called 
Kuropa  Point.  He  considers  this  a  very 
good  plan,  and  he  suggests  that  the  works 
shall  be  entrusted  to  Captain  Buckle, 
whom  he  describes  as  a  thoroughly 
practical  and  scientific  man.  1  have  not 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  Captain  Buckle, 
but  according  to  the  Gibraltar  Ratepayers' 
Defence  Association,  whose  opinion  your 
Lordships  will  find  on  page  18,  this 
officer  was  removed  from  his  office  as 
enginew  to  the  Sanitary  Commission, 
beuuse  he  did  not  gire  satisfaction,  and 
he  is  reported  to  lutve  been  twice  repri- 
manded by  two  Secretaries  of  State. 
Lord  Knutsford  does  not  seem  to  agree 
with  that,  because  he  writes  on  1 1th  De- 
cember 1891,  that  he  has  every  reason  to 
b^ve  that  Captain  Buckle  has  given 


every  satisfaction,  and  he  regrets  that 

these  reprimands  should  have  been 
alluded  to,  as  they  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  his  efficiency.  My  Lords, 
this  brings  us  on  to  the  next  step  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  asserts  that  there  has  been 
neglect  of  ordinary  sanitary  requirements, 
and  a  lack  of  intelligence.  Against  this 
opinion  I  have  to  bring  the  opinion  of 
Sir  John  Adye,  the  then  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  who  <m  the  25th  Febrnuy, 
1892,  wrote— 

"  In  my  opinion  the  inhabitants  should  be 
folly  represented.  I  have  received  great 
assistuica  and  support  from  the  memben  of 
the  Commission  ;  aad  as  regards  health  — 

I  think  this  is  very  important — 

the  death  rata  of  the  invil  population  Is 
very  little  more  ttuui  that  of  London,  rnvmh 
less  thao  tiiat  of  Liverpool  and  Hanchester ; 
and  as  regards  soldiers,  the  garrison  and 
medical  reports  prove  that  Gibraltar  is  one  <tt 
the  healthiest  statinos  at  home  or  abroad," 

That  is  to  be  found  at  page  3  in  ih» 
Medical  Report.  Lord  Knutsford,  in 
the  same  letter  that  I  quoted  bcNfore 
of  the  11th  December,  1891,  suggested 
that  the  boring  recommended  by  Major 
Tulloch  should  be  begun  at  once  under 
Captain  Buckle,  the  Civilian  and  the 
Colonial  Government  each  payiog  half. 
I  see  there  is  a  question  in  the  Paper 
from  the  noble  Viscount  opposite 
(Viscount  Sidmouth)  about  the  cost  of 
this  tunnel.  So  far  as  I  see  in  the 
Papers  there  is  no  cost  mentiimed. 
I  am  speaking  under  correotion ;  but  I 
believe  it  is  the  fact  that  not  even  a  con- 
tract is  allowed  to  be  entered  into,  but 
the  whole  of  this  enormous  work  is  to  be 
undertaken  by  Major  Tulloch,  R.B!.,and 
his  friend  Captain  Buckle.  Those  of 
your  Xx)rd8hip&  who  have  been  soldiers 
know  very  well  what  it  is  to  be 
handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  Royal  Engineera.  Those  who 
have  been  quartered  in  the  Albany 
Barracks,  and  in  those  death  traps 
in  Dublin,  know  pretty  well  what  it 
is.  I  do  not  want  to  say  one  word 
against  that  class  in  Her  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice ;  but  your  Xxirdships  will  quite  un- 
derstand from  old  ei^wrience  how  very 
apprehensive  these  civilians  might  be  m 
having  the  whole  of  this  great  sewage 
operation  handed  over  entirely,  without 
their  having  a  word  to  say  about  it,  so 
far  aa  I  am  instructed,  to  the  Royal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1231  Gibraltar 


{LOBDS}         SanUa/ry  Board.  1338 


EngineerB.  In  order  to  carry  out  this 
boring  which  is  recommended  by  Major 
TuUoch  and  is  to  be  begun  under 
Captain  Buckle,  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  at 
once  dissolves  the  old  Board  and  creates 
a  new  one ;  and  this  new  Board  is  com- 
posed of  nine  m^bers.  The  Board  is 
composed  of  the  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer  and  the  principal  medical 
officer  of  the  'garrison,  two  Government 
representatiTes,  one  Admiral^  represen- 
tative, two  Grand  Jury  representatives, 
one  Special  Jury  and  one  Common  Jury 
representative,  who  are  selected  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  himself.  The 
Chairman  of  this  nominee  body  is  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  has  the  casting 
vote  ;  and  I  think  this  is  rather  a  signifi- 
cant fact — and  there  may  be  not  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  about  the  wisdom  of 
this  step — that  the  Colonial  Seoretary, 
Mr.  Bc^le,  has  not  applied  for  any  in- 
crease of  salary  to  counterbalance  this 
great  and  important  increase  of  work  that 
he  will  have  to  do.  This  Board  is  to 
come  into  power  at  once,  and  in  fact  it 
is  a  great  deal  more  unworkable  than 
the  old  Board  which  was  pronounced  un- 
workable in  1883  by  Sir  John  Adye. 
Now,  my  I/)rds,this  brings  us  to  1892, 
and  I  have  done.  The  Colony  of  Gib- 
raltar protested  most  strenuously  against 
this,  and  they  asked  the  Governor  what 
he  had  to  say  to  it.  The  Governor  said 
he  was  precluded  from  discussing  the 
question  at  all.  Then  they  formedthem- 
selves  into  a  Ratepayers'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation, and  they  wrote  to  Lord  Knuts- 
ford,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  but  they  got  very  little  redress 
out  of  tiiat.  Then  three  of  them  were 
appointed  as  a  deputation  who  came  over 
and  stayed  in  London;  th^  saw  the 
Secretary  of  State  several  times,  but 
they  went  away  without  any  redress 
either,  and  the  whole  thing  was  finished 
by  a  despatch  of  Sir  Lothian  Nicholson, 
who  is  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  on  the 
nth  of  April,  1892,  in  which  he  ap- 
proves of  the  action  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  he  calls  this  retrograde  move- 
ment "a  most  caref uUy  considered  measui-e 
of  reform  "  ;  and  he  goes  on  to  say  in  the 
despatch  that  hfi  considers  two-thirds  of 
the  civilians  of  Gibraltar  are  foreign^ 
by  origin,  by  connection,  and  also  in 
language,  and  that  they  are  only  British 
subjects  in  name.  Their  very  existence 
Lord  OarringtoH 


there,  he  says,  is  not  an  Impezial  n«oeB- 
sity,  and  they  should  not  be  granted  Hie 
position  which  is  held  by  oolonial 
municipal  leaders  in  other  -parts  of  the 
great  British  Confederation.  Now  those 
who  happened  to  see  the  reception  that 
those  residents,  "  whose  existence  is  not  an 
Imperial  necessity,"  gave  to  His  Boy&l 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1876 
are  not  likely  to  forget  it.  My  Lordsr 
they  are  just  as  loyal  and  just  as  devoted 
to  the  Crown  of  EngUuid  as  any  other 
Colonist  in  an^  ouier  pait  oi  Her 
Majesty's  Dominims.  My  Lords,  wb 
shall  be  told  now,  of  course,  that  Gibraltar 
is  not  a  Colony,  it  is  a  fortress,  and  that 
it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  it 
should  be  treated  as  a  fortress — we  all 
say  so,  of  course — alt  Gibraltar  would  say 
so  too.  But,  my  Lords,  municipal  im- 
provements are  not  Imperial  defences  and 
Gibraltar  is  not  defended  by  sewage 
wtn'ks;  and  therefore  I  shall  conclnde 
these  few  observations  by  asking  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  approves  ttim 
language  the  Govehunr,  and  I  dull 
ask  the  House  whether  it  approves  of 
what  I  may  fairly,  I  think,  call  the  harsh 
treatment  of  our  Colonists  in  Gibraltar 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies. 

*Thb  SECEBTABY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Lord  Kmutsford): 
My  Lords,  I  am  in  the  first  {dace 
desirous,  in  return  for  what  the  noble 
Lord  is  good  enough  to  say  of  me,  to 
thank  htm  for  his  courtesy  for  having 
deferred  this  Debate  from  the  first  day 
on  which  it  was  put  down.  I  confess  I 
am  rather  surpriaed  at  the  light  way  in 
whioh  the  noble  Lord  has  passed  over 
this  case.  He  haa  admitted  that  there  is 
a  strong  feeling  in  the  Colony  as  regards 
the  change  that  has  now  been  made ;  but 
he  has  not  really  attempted  to  attack 
the  Government  for  the  action  it  has 
taken  except  by  stating  generally  that 
Sir  John  Adye  disagrees  with  the  change ; 
that  the  former  Braxd  with  some  slight 
exceptions  did  their  work  very  well ;  and 
that  on  the  present  Board  the  ratepayers 
are  not  sufficiently  represented.  I  hope 
before  I  sit  down  to  show  your  Lord- 
ships that  on  ev&ty  one  of  raose  pointo 
the  noble  Lord  is  wrong,— or  rauier  I 
will  not  say  the  noble  Lord  is  wrong,  hot 
those  whose  cause  he  represents  here  are 
wrong  and  have  mis-crt<ated  their  case. 
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It  is  not  necessaty  fen-  me  now  to  bring 
again  before  your  Lordships  the  character 
of  this  place,  Gibraltar.  The  noble  Lord 
has  admitted  that  it  is  a  fortress  pri- 
marily, and  that  on  one  side  of  this  for- 
tress no  doubt  a  town  has  sprung  up 
with  a  population  of  about  19,000  people, 
of  whom  3,000  are  aliens.  It  is  also  an 
important  coaling  station,  both  for  Her 
Majesty's  ships  and  for  trading  veseelt;. 
When  the  noble  Lord  says  that  this  place 
id  not  defended  by  a  system  of  sewi^,  I 
am  prepared  to  grant  tiiat ;  bnt  whni  I 
state  that  it  is  a  fortress,  and  that  there 
are  a  number  of  soldiers  constantly  on  the 
Bock,  I  think  it  may  fairly  be  said  that 
it  is  a  very  important  thing  for  the  War 
Office  that  Gibraltar  should  be  kept  in 
a  sound  sanitary  condition.  And  I  now 
propose  to  show  in  what  state  that  town 
has  been  left  by  the  Conunissionei's  whom 
I  have  superseded.  The  noble  Lord,  I 
think,  was  right  in  saying  that  up  to  the 
year  1883  the  Commissioners  consisted 
of  tw^ve  civilians;  but  in  1882 
as  the  work  was  badly  done,  and  in 
order  toprotect  the  paramoant  interests 
of  the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty, 
there  was  a  change  made,  and  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley)  in 
the  strongest  way  pronounced  in  favourof 
a  more  direct  influence  being  given  to 
the  Governor,  and  also  to  the  Depai-t- 
ments.  That  change  was  highly  approved 
by  Lord  Napier  of  Magdala,  who  was 
then  Governor  of  Gibraltar ;  it  was  ap- 
proved also  by  Lord  Derby,  who  suc- 
ceeded the  noble  Earl  opposite  as  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Coktmes.  The  Board 
was  changed  in  thisrespect :  that  instead 
of  twelve  Ciommissioners  all  unofficial, 
four  official  members  were  appointed, 
and  certain  powers  were  taken  away  from 
the  Board,  and  vested  in  the  Gtovernor, 
so  that  he  might  have  a  more  direct  con- 
trol and  influence  over  the  important 
questions  of  sanitation,  drainage  and 
water  supply  in  the  Colony.  It  is  true 
that  afterwards  a  local  opposition  sprung 
up,  and  that  Sir  John  Adye  did  think 
it  best  that  the  powers  which  were  vested 
in  the  Sanitary  Board  should  be  restore  d 
to  tliem.  I  am  not  prepared  now, 
nor  do  I  desire  to  find  fault  with 
that  decision  of  ^  John  Adye,  which 
was  confirmed  by  Lord  Derby.  But 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
I'esult  has  shown  that  the  decision 
was  a  joost  unfortunate  oiw.   The  Board 


did  not  improve  in  the  work  that  they 
did.  There  were  constant  com[^nte  by 
the  Admiralty  of  the  serious  nuisance 
from  the  out&ll  of  the  sewer  on  the 
west  side.  There  was  no  attempt  made  by 
the  Board  to  deiil  with  the  sanitary  state 
of  Gibraltar,  with  the  overcrowding,  and 
the  deficiency  of  water,  or  the  general 
insanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings.  It 
was  difficult  to  get  people  of  any  positdon 
or  influence  to  act  upon  the  Board — 
indeed,  in  1890,  to  AU  up  two  vacancies 
twelve  persons  were  pressed  to  act  and 
declined  to  do  so.  It  was  difficult  to  get 
a  quorum  very  often,  and  there  was 
genei-ally  a  very  indifferent  attendance.  I 
am  not  sayingthat  the  imofficial  Civil  Com- 
missioners are  alone  to  blame  ;  I  think 
considerable  blame  attaches  to  the  official 
members  of  the  Board ;  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  exercised  more  influence 
and  insisted  upon  more  attendances,  uid 
on  the  work  being  done.  However,  in 
view  of  that  state  of  things  and  the 
rented  complaints  of  the  Naval  tatd 
Military  Departments  it  was  dedded, 
as  the  noble  Lord  has  said,  to  send  oat 
a  thoroughly  competent  and  eflioient 
engineer  in  whose  judgment  and  capacity 
Her  Majesty's  Government  oould  have 
full  confidence;  and  after  consideration 
they  selected  Major  Tulloch,  who,  as 
Engineer  Officer  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  has  had  very  lai-ge  experi- 
ence in  sanitary  questions.  After 
an  exhaustive  inquiry,  Major  Tulloch 
made  two  Reports.  The  noble  Lord 
has  only  referred  to  Uie  Report 
which  was  of  a  confidential  nature  at 
first,  but  which  I  thought  it  better  to 
include  in  this  last  Paper  that  has  been 
presented  to  Parliament.  The  original 
Report  is  of  great  length  and  goes  most 
exhaustively  into  the  subject,  and  has  a 
number  of  maps  attached  to  it ;  copies 
of  that  Report  were  placed  in  the  Libraries 
of  both  Houses.  I  regret  to  say  that  as 
I  am  defending  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  superseding 
the  Board  of  Oomnussioners,  it  is  my 
duty  and  it  is  necessary  for  ma  to  r^er 
to  Major  Tulloch'a  Report  as  showing 
the  state  d  things  in  Gibraltar  which 
bad  been  Invught  about  by  the 
inefficiency  and  inaction  of  the 
Board.  At  page  6  of  the  first  Report, 
that  is  to  sa^  the  Report  that  is 
now  in  the  Ldmuies  of  the  Howes, 
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Major  TuUoch  in  describing  the  condi- 
tion of  the  patios  or  courtyards  says — 

"  Considering  that  these  mtioe  are  used 
for  all  kinds  of  purposes,  Uiat  mules  and 
donkeys  are  often  tethered  in  them,  and  that 
poultry  are  kept  there,  the  itate  of  things  can 
be  better  imagined  than  described.  The  whole 
atmosphere  is  reeking  with  the  constantly 
rising  exbalations  from  filth.  ...  In 
parts  of  the  town  some  of  the  rooms  also  in 
the  bonses  which  are  used  as  dormitories 
have  only  doors— no  windows.  When  there- 
fore the  inhabitants  retire  for  the  night  and 
close  the  doors,  there  are  all  the  oondittons  for 
typhus." 

But,  my  lliords,  even  such  an  elemental  y 
duty  for  a  Sanitary  Authority  to  per- 
fom  as  the  removal  of  dry  refuse,  they 
were  unable  to  cany  out.  At  page  10, 
Major  Tulloch  says — 

*'  The  carts  in  whieh  the  dust  is  collected 
are  often  so  over-fllled  that  the  lids  cannot  be 
shut  down,  and  the  refuse  is  then  apt  to  be 
blown  about  in  all  direcUons.  It  is  Anally 
disposed  of  by  being  thrown  into  the  sea,  but 
wiwoat  any  reference  to  the  state  of  the  tide 
and  current  prevailing  at  the  time.  The 
shore  on  both  sides  of  the  shoot  is  littered 
with  refuse,  and  a  very  objecUonable  state  of 
things  is  produced." 

Well,  tben,  let  us  turn  to  the  terrible  evil 
of  overcrowding  —  what  does  Major 
Tulloch  report  upon  that  ?  He  points 
out  that  the  density  of  the  population  in 
the  town  is  as  great  as  in  some  of  the 
worst  districts  of  Londtm,  while  the 
acoonunodation,  owing  to  the  low- 
ness  of  the  houses,  is  very  much  less. 
Some  idea  of  the  state  of  Uiings  in  this 
respect  may  be  gathered  from  the  figures 
of  the  recent  Census.  Th^re  are  1,036 
single  room  tenements  inhabited  by  3,214 
persons,  or  over  one-sixth  of  the  total 
population.  Somn  of  these  single  rooms 
are  inhabited  by  as  many  as  ten  and 
eleven  persons.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  of  them  are  inhabited  by  844  pet^ 
sons,  or  an  average  of  about  seven  persons 
in  each  rotan,  and  1,675  persons  uved  in 
360  rooms,  an  average  of  more  than  five 
per  room.  Health,  not  to  mention 
decency,  in  a  dimate  like  Gibraltar,  is 
impossible  under  such  oondHicms.  If  I 
turn  again  to  the  important  question  of 
water  supply,  Major  Tulloch  observes  on 
page  16  that  drinking  water  is  chained 
for  at  the  rate  of  8s.  4d.  per  1,000  gallons, 
and  the  total  public  supply  of  good  water 
available  for  the  civil  population  amounts 
to  not  two  quarts  per  head  per  diem, 
while  brackish  water  nnfit  for  dietetic 
purposes  is  charged  for  at  the  rate  oC 
LordSnuUford  ' 


2s.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons.  That  subject 
had  been  brought  to  the  notioe  of  the 
Commissioners  by  Colonel  Cox  in  1877, 
and  he  showed  how  the  civil  population 
was  being  relieved  of  rates  at  the  expense 
of  the  War  Office ;  hut  still  those  Com- 
missioners did  notiiing.  I  admit  that 
that  is  a  difficult  question,  hatthe^  made 
no  practicable  attempt  to  desl  with  the 
({uestion  of  the  water  supply.  Then  I 
turn  to  the  system  of  sewerage.  At 
page  31  of  ihe  Report,  Maj<nr  Tulloch 
says — 

"  The  sewage  from  the  northom  and  middle 
ontfall  cannot  flow  right  away  to  the  sea,  bot 
keeps  zigzagging  up  onddown  the  coast  line,  and 
gradually  deposits  most  of  its  solid  matter 
on  the  foreshore,  which  when  exposed  ia 
summer  to  a  bot  sun  makes  the  wesCam  side 
of  the  Rock  so  offensive." 

And  your  Lordships  will  bear  in  mind 
that  the  most  densiely  inhabited  portion 
of  the  town  is  on  the  wett  side,  and  that 
therefore  the  alteration  on  that  side  is 
manifestly  specially  necessary.  The 
main  or  southern  outfall  is  only  a  few 
yards  from  the  doch^^trd,  and  has  almost 
since  its  construction  been  the  subject  of 
complaint  from  the  Admiralty.  Speak- 
ing of  his  inspection  of  it  Major  Tulloch 
says : — 

'*  Although  it  was  in  December,  the  stink 
from  the  sewage  which  we  smelt  standing  on 
the  new  mole,  where  Her  Majesty's  ships  lie 
when  coaling,  was  sickening.  AnnMSDaewtUs 
kind  cannot  be  eontinoed  withimponity.  Tht 
people  em|doyed  near  the  kMality  suist  soffsr 
in  health  sooner  or  later." 

Then  he  goes  on  (I  will  not  trouble 
your  Lordships  with  much  more)to8how 
that  the  sewers  themselves  are  badly  con- 
structed, that  some  have  too  slight  gra- 
dients, some  are  broken  and  leak,  and  so 
on.  And,  my  Lords,  the  Commissioners 
cannot  plead  ignorance  of  these  facts,  be- 
cause their  attention  was  specially  drawn 
to  them  in  1884  by  the  present  Colonial 
Engineer,  Captain  BncUe,  who  was  tiien 
the  engineering  adviser  of  the  Board ; 
but  nothing  was  done.  The  Health 
Officer's  Reports  constantly  pressed  these 
questions  upon  the  attention  of  the  Ccun- 
missioners ;  but  for  some  reason  or  other 
no  efiective  steps  were  taken  to  remedy 
any  one  of  these  evils.  And  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  striking  proofs  of  theu- 
inefficiency  was  this  :  that  during  some- 
thing like  26  years  since  the  Sanitary 
Board  was  started,  only  one  bye-law,  I 
believe,  was  passed  with  the  object  of 
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preTeiituw  inf ectoona  diseaues  in  lodgings. 
My  Lords,  it  must  be  manifest  to 
anyone  that  a  town  cannot  be  kept 
in  a  proper  sanitary  condition  un- 
less the  inspecting  officers  have  some 
power  of  enforcing  the  remedies  which 
are  necessary.  They  can  report ;  but 
they  can  do  no  more, — they  can  effect 
no  amendment.  I  think  this  perhaps  is 
one  of  the  most  striking  instances  as 
showing  the  inefficiency  of  the  Board. 
There  are  some  other  subjects  which  are 
touched  upon  in  the  Governor's  despatch 
of  32nd  May  which  also  show  how  sraely 
a  new  Board  was  wuited.  In  1890 
HajOT  Tulloch  reported  as  to  tiie  useless 
consumption  of  coal.    He  says — 

**  There  is  a  large  useless  conBumption  of 
coal  taUng  ^aee  on  the  north  front,  and  the 
Commisriooars  have  been  perfectly  aware  of 
this  for  years,  inasmaeh  u  two  experts, 
Mr,  Melrose  and  Captain  Jelf,  R.E.,  investi- 
gated  the  subject  in  1882,  and  having  pro- 
nounced the  pumping  engine  to  be  '  anUque ' 
reported  'that  they  were  confident  that  the 
nuMtitation  of  modem  engin«  of  the  oom- 
ponnd  condensing  type  wotud  result  in  a  very 
eonsidraable  meisure  of  econon^.'" 

Designs  and  tenders  were  sent  out  for 
those  engines,  but  nothing  was  done. 
Now  it  has  been  stated  in  a  Paper  which 
appears  in  the  Farliamentary  Papers 
and  is  headed  "  Facts  about  Gibraltar  " 
that  after  Major  TuUoch's  Report  watt 
published  in  the  Colony  the  Board  set 
to  work  to  carry  out  his  suggestions.  I 
regret  to  say  that  that  is  a  complete 
fwJa«7,  which  is  put  an  end  to  altogethw 
by  a  statement  of  the  Governor  in  his 
Despatch  of  11th  April  (on  page  30)  as 
to  what  this  Board  had  done  after 
Major  TnUooh^  Beport.    He  says — 

**ltiiiean^  borne  mA  that  'the  Board 
at  ODoe  sndeaTWUed  to  carry  out  Major 
TuUooh'i  reoommendaUonB  u  f&r  m  was  pos- 
sible.' The  provision  of  new  engines  for  the 
NorUi  Front  was  certainly  token  in  band; 
some  deodorisation  of  the  main  drain  at  Europa 
was  Bttentpted— and  the  |Nreparation  of  the 
bye>kws  was  conunencad^  but  these  drafts 
were  left  incompleta,  and  lO  so  crude  a  state 
that  the  present  Board  have  praoticaU^  to  re- 
constmet  them,  a  work  which  is  still 
oeeupyiog  their  earnest  and  ooDstant  atten- 
tion. Catalan  Bay  improvemeBts  were 
negatived  by  the  late  Board ;  the  dust  des- 
tructor was  declared  to  be  unnecessary;  the 
engines  both  at  Bouthport  Ditch,  and  at  the 
North  Front,  waremn  in  a  minoas  manner — 
rafaKMM  alike  to  the  maoUnery,  and  in  the 
eost  of  coal,  and  little  or  nolning  wis  ap- 
fureDtiy  done  to  secure  the  many  sanituy 
unproTomentB  in  dwelUngs  and  amongst  the 
oommoniky  generally,  which  M^or  Tulloch  had 
M  aahwtive^  pointed  ont." 


And  it  also  appears  from  the  Govemor^s 
Despatch  of  2nd  May,  1892  (on  page 
34)  how  entirely  they  neglected  the 
state  of  the  engines  and  the  machinery 
at  the  North  Front — a  neglect  which  the 
Governor  veiy  properly  characterises  as 
"  disci'editablti."  I  have  referred  to  the 
fact  of  the  careless  consumption  of 
coal,  and  I  may  here  obeerve  that 
since  the  new  Board  came  into 
operation  they  have  in  about  four 
months  saved  no  less  than  248  tons  of 
coal.  I  woald  further  remark  that 
the  great  number  of  nuisances  tiui  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  new  Board,  and 
which  are  referred  to  in  pages  37  and  38  of 
the  Farliamentary  Paper,  show  how  great 
was  the  neglect  of  the  former  Board  up  to 
the  time  of  its  dissolution.  The  noble 
Lord  has  referred  to  the  rate  of  mor- 
tality, and  he  sa^  that  Sir  John  Adye 
has  said  that  it  was  not  at  all  a  high 
i-ate,  and  that  on  the  whole,  as  I  under- 
stand, the  noble  Lord  is  satisfied  with 
the  rate  of  moi-tality.  Now  Major 
Tulloch,  by  the  figures  which  he 
set  oat  in  his  first  Report, 
showed  that  the  mortality  was  21*5 
per  1,000  among  the  whole  |)opnladon, 
that  is  to  say  the  fixed  and  ahen  popula- 
tion, and  that  it  was  26-0  among  the 
fixed  population.  Those  figures  were 
disputed  by  the  delegates,  I  think  in 
their  papers,  but  at  all  events  they  were 
disputed  by  them  before  me,  and 
different  figures  were  brought  forward 
showing  a  smaller  death-rate.  But  tiiose 
figures  were  based  upon  the  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer,  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  Medical  Officer  made  a  curious 
mistake  in  his  calculation  of  the  deatii- 
rate,  because  he  took  ttM  deaths  of 
fixed  population,  that  is  to  say  be  ex- 
cluded the  aliens,  casual  seamen  brought 
in  for  hospital  treatment  and  so  on,  but 
having  taken  the  deaths  of  the  fixed 
population,  in  calculating  the  rate  of 
mortality,  instead  of  fUviding  those 
deatiis  by  the  fixed  population  it  would 
seem  that  he  divided  them  by  the 
whole  population  including  aliens ; 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
death-rate  amongst  the  aliens  is  con- 
siderably smaller  than  the  death-rate 
amongst  the  fix^  populatim;  and 
ther^ore  by  dividhig  the  deaths  of  the 
fixed  popnli^ton  by  the  whole  population 
indutUng  the  aliens  he  materially  brought 
down  the  death-rate.    Whether  tJbat 
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is  ^6  explanation  or  not  H  ia  not 
necesaaiy  for  me  to  inquire  into  it  any 
farther,  because  all  the  figures  have  now 
been  carefully  gone  into  by  Surgeon 
Oaptain  Macpherson,  who  has  had  the 
advantage  of  having  the  last  CensuK 
before  him,  and  his  Repoi-t  will  be  found 
upon  pages  47  to  59  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Paper  which  has  just  been 
presented.  I  do  not  intend  now  to 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  details  ;  it 
ut  impossible  to  go  into  them ;  but  thei-e 
can  he  no  doubt  of  this :  that  while  be 
BhowB  a  good  death-rate  for  1891  (which 
was  oertunly  a  good  year)  die  figures 
he  brings  forward,  which  cux  be 
found  in  that  Paper,  show  a  death- 
rate  in  1890  of  2217  for  the  total  civil 
population,  that  is  to  say  the  population 
which  includes  the  aliens  whose  death- 
rate  is  smaller  than  that  of  the  fixed 
population,  and  of  24*71  for  the  fixed 
<»vil  population. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY:  On 
what  page  does  the  noble  Lord  find  that  ? 
On  page  63,  which  appears  to  be  the  final 
account,  those  are  not  the  figures;  I 
admit  that  there  is  not  much  different  e. 

'='LoBD  KNXrrSFORD:  I  am  not 
sure  the  page,  but  Uie  figures 
will  lie  found  correct.  Taking  the 
decennial  period  he  finds  a  rate  of  23*06 
for  the  total  population,  and  25  83  for 
the  fixed  civil  population  which  is 
rather  higher  than  Major  TuUoch  makes 
it.  No  doubt  the  year  1891  was  a  satis- 
factory year,  and  though  it  is  not  quite 
safe  to  take  it,  looking  to  the  ups  and 
downs  of  former  years  in  the  death-rate, 
we  may  hope  that,  with  the  improve- 
ments that  will  be  made  by  this  new 
Board,  we  shall  keep  down  the  deaUi-Tate 
as  in  1891.  It  is  certain  tiiat  this  large 
mortality  is  due  to  insanitary  con- 
ditions, because  we  find  that  the  Health 
Officer  of  the  late  Sanitary  Commission, 
in  his  Report  for  1889,  points  out  the 
abnormal  death-rate  among  the  infant 
population,  and  says  that  one-third  of 
all  the  deaths  in  Gibraltar  are  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  again  that 
quite  one-third  of  all  the  children  bom  in 
the  town  do  not  reach  the  age  of  five.  So 
much  then  for  the  rate  of  mortality,  which 

I  think  IB  not  a  very  good  one,  and  is 
certainly  capable  of  improTemeni  if  we 
con  get  the  sanitary  condition  of  Gibraltar 

in  a  better  state,  and  Hiimnii^b  the  diBcul- 
tiM  and  da^era  from  over-crowding,  get 
Lord  &tui» ford 


a  b^;ter  supply  of  water  and  ramov* 
the  drainage  to  the  East.     I  may 
now  perhaps  deal  with  another  point 
to  which  the   noble   Lord   has  re- 
ferred,  and  which  was  very  strongly 
pressed  by  the  delegates — I  mean  the 
claim  that  they  ought  to  be  represented 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  on  the  ground  that  they  pay 
two-thirds  of  the  rates.   That  state- 
ment again  is  very  misleading.  There  is  a 
general  sanitary  rate  of  whidi  the  mwH 
inhabitants  do  pay  two-thirda ;  but  then 
is  a  water  rate  which  brings  in  abont  an 
equal  amount  with  Uie  gCTieral  rate,  and 
of  that  water  rate  the  private  ratepayers 
contribute  less  than  two-fifths ;  and,  if 
we  take  the  total  rates,  the  Government 
Departments    contribute    about  five- 
elevenths  of  the  gross  revenue  from  the 
rates,  while  they  have  in  addition  given 
capital  contributions  to  about  one-third 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Board. 
Therefore,  taking   those  figiuvs,  the 
Departments  could  fairly  claim  a  larger 
representation  than  they  now  have  od 
the    Board.     They   have    now  fin 
members,  as  the  noble  Lord  pointed  onfc, 
against  four.    And  as  reguda  the  voA 
which  is  proposed  bpr  Major  TuUodk— 
namely,  the  tunnel,  it  is  said  thai  two- 
thirds  of  the  cost  are  to  fall  upon  the 
general  Manitary  rate ;  but,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  the  civil  inhabitants  onfy 
pay  two-thirds  of  that  rate ;  and  there- 
fore four-ninths  ia  the  proportion  they 
ought  to  bear  of  representation  on  the 
Board.  And  that  is  about  the  proportioD 
that  they  do  bear.    If  you  take  the 
basis  of  population  again  at  19,000— 
it  must  be  remembered  that  of  tluis 
about  3,000  are  aliens  on  pwmit— there 
again  their  proportion  of  repneentatioa 
on  the  Board  is  a  fair  one.    But,  mj 
Lords,  I  desire  to  guard  myself  against 
admitting  that   in  a  military  outpost 
like  Gibraltar,  and  in  a  place  where 
there    is   a   lai^   military  gairism, 
the  civil  inhabitants  have  an  absolute 
right  to  be  represented  either  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  they  pay  or  aocordias 
to  the  population.    It  is  right,  of  ooune, 
that  they  should  have  as  much  repre- 
sentation as  they  con  have  consistestiT 
with  the  government  and  the  chmtba 
of  the  plaoB,  and  with  the  parainoaBt 
interests  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Lords,  the  principle  that  they  oontaod 
for  at  Gibraltar    ia    not  ojibekt  xb 
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Colombo,  Singapore,  or  Hong  Eong ;  in 
all  those  places  the  representation  does 
not  depend  either  upon  the  rates  paid  or 
upon  the  population.  Another  point 
that  was  raised  by  the  noble  Lord,  that 
the  Governor  should  not  have  the  power 
to  appoint  the  Chairman  of  the  ik)ard,  is 
also  untenable,  because  I  believe  it  is 
without  precedent  in  any  of  these 
places — places  be  it  obsei-ved  where  the 
garrison  and  the  Government  bear  a 
much  smaller  {»«portion  to  the  private 
inhabitants  than  they  do  at  Gibraltar — 
for  in  none  of  them  is  the  prin- 
<dple  admitted,  and  in  none  does 
the  appointment  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Municipal  Board  vest  in  any 
other  person  but  the  Governor.  I  think, 
therefore,  I  have  established  two  points : 
first  that  the  Board  which  I  superseded 
by  the  present  Board  did  their  work 
most  in^iciently,  that  they  were  not 
equal  to  coping  with  the  general  sanitary 
requirements  of  the  town,  and  therefore 
were  stilt  less  fit  to  deal  with  the  im- 
portant sewerage  work  which  is  con- 
templated by  Major  Tulloch,  and  which 
has  been  pressed  upon  us  by  both  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty  for  many 
years ;  and,  secondly,  that  whether  we 
look  to  rates  or  population,  the  rate- 
payers are  not  unfairly  represented  on 
the  new  Sanitary  Board.  I  must  now 
turn  to  the  grievances  that  have  been 
brought  imder  your  Ix>rdships'  notice, 
some  of  them  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  some 
oth««  which  have  been  brou^t  before 
me  by  the  delegates.  The  first 
grievance,  which  I  do  not  think  the 
noble  Lord  mentioned,  was  that  the 
Order  in  Council  was  published  and  put 
into  force  at  once.  That  course  was  not 
witiiout  precedent,  though  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  as  a  general  rule,  except 
in  matters  of  small  importance.  Orders 
in  Coimcil  should  be  published  in  the 
papers  so  that  objections  may  be  raised 
and  the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants  made 
known  upon  them  before  they  are  brought 
into  operation.  But,  my  Lords,  look- 
ing to  the  state  of  things  which  existed, 
looking  to  the  deadlock  which  existed, 
looking  to  the  complaints  that  were 
received  from  the  Departments;  look- 
ing to  the  neoesdty  fnr  impnmng  the 
condition  of  Qibtaltitf,  and  especially 
by  carrying  out  the  importwit  works 
recommended  by  Major  Tulloch,  I 
venture  to  think  as  was  said  by  Lord 


Derby  in  1883,  or  by  the  noble  Earl 

opposite, — I  am  not  sure  which  

The  Eael  op  KIMBERLEY:  It 
must  have  been  lord  Derby  ;  I  was  not 
Colonial  Secretary  in  1883. 

*LoRD  KNUTSFOBD:  It  might  have 
been  in  1882— 

"  The  continued  existence  of  conditiODB 
thus  detrimental  to  the  public  weltem would 
be  very  aodesirable,  even  if  Um  cirenmstaDces 
of  Gibraltar  did  not  reqnire  mi  raeeptional 
degree  of  effieieocy  in  sanitary  admuilatra- 
tion." 

I  say  that  this  was  a  case,  if  ever  there 
was  a  case,  for  at  once  proceeding  to  put 
the  Order  in  Council  m  operation.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  to  delay 
until  all  objections  which  could  be  made 
to  the  Order  in  Council  were  dis- 
posed of ;  as  it  is,  the  Order  was 
published  in  October  laat  and  the 
objections  still  continue  to  thrive,  and 
have  not  yet  been  disposed  of.  All 
that  time  would  have  gone  on,  and 
the  good  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  new  Board  would  have  been  entirely 
lost.  The  new  Board  have,  I  believe, 
nearly  finished  their  code  of  bye-laws. 
I  have  pointed  out  the  nuisances  that  have 
been  removed  by  them ;  the  good  that 
has  been  done  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  overcrowding,  and  also  in  the 
great  saving  of  coal  and  putting  the 
engines  and  sewers  in  a  fit  state;  and  I 
would  also  observe  that  the  Order  in 
Council  especially  provides  that  if  Amend- 
ments are  desired  they  can  be  made  by 
Oidinauce.  The  Order  in  Council  can, 
th*.  refore,  be  very  easily  amended,  and  the 
objections  removed  if  they  are  established 
to  my  satisfaction.  The  second  objection 
was  as  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the 
four  unofficial  members.  As  the  noble 
Lord  has  pointed  out  the  old  plan  was  for 
the  Governor  to  appoint  the  members 
out  of  the  panel  of  the  Grand  Jury 
and  eight  names  submitted  by  the 
Gmnd  Jury.  We  thought  it  desirable 
tliut  the  Governor  should  have  a  larger 
area  of  selection,  and  thei-efore  by  the 
Order  in  Council  he  was  empowered  to 
take  two  members  from  the  panel  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  one  from  the  panel  of  the 
Special  Jury,  and  otie  from  the  panel  of 
the  Common  Jury ;  in  this  way  it  was 
thought  we  should  getmore  representative 
members  on  the  Board.  But  I  have 
been  anxious  from  the  very  beginning  so 
far  as  I  could  to  meet  the  delegates,  and 
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tomeettheTiBhesof  the  itihaibitaaits,and 
to  get  the  oppoeifeion  to  the  Order  in 
Cooncil  withdrawn ;  andtherefore  I  agreed 
that  if  oppositiou  was  withdrawn  on 
other  points,  I  would  revert  to  the  old 
plan  and  direct  the  Governor  to  choose 
from  the  panel  of  the  Grand  Jury 
and  eight  names  presented  hy  them. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  the  best  plan, 
bat  it  was  not  so  important  a  mattep- 
that  one  need  hesitate  about  the 
concession  ;  and  the  Qovemor,  though 
gtill  preferring  the  new  plan,  has  agreed 
to  it.  Hien  third  objection  was  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary  being  a  member 
of  the  Board  uid  Chairman.  Well,  my 
Lords,  I  think  it  would  be  quite  im- 
poesible  in  a  place  like  Gibraltar  that 
the  Colonial  Hecretary  should  not  be  a 
member  of  the  Sanitary  Board  ;  he  is 
perhaps  the  most  influential  man  next 
to  the  Governor,  and  it  is  most  de- 
sirable that  he  shoiild  be  closely  in 
touch  with  all  the  important  work  that 
LB  going  on  in  the  Colony,  and  eveiy 
question  is  important  of  coui-se  that 
affects  the  health  of  the  Colony.  I 
could  not  therefore  concede  the  point 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  should  not 
be  a  member  of  the  Board.  But  in 
addition  to  that  the  delegates  when 
before  me  desired  that  they  might  ap- 
point their  Chairman  out  of  the  official 
members.  I  have  pointed  out  to  your 
Lordships  that  in  alt  these  cai«es  the 
Governor  does  appoint  the  Chairman. 
But  there  would  be  an  especial  objection 
to  the  unofficial  members  appointing  the 
Chairman  out  of  the  official  members ; 
because,  if  they  chose  to  pass  over  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Commanding 
B<>yal  Engineer,  they  would  have  to 
appoint  one  of  the  medical  officers ;  and  it 
is  scarcely  necefsary  to  observe  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Commanding 
Boyal  Engineer  would  hardly  be  willing 
to  serve  on  a  Board  of  which  the  Chair- 
man was  their  inferior  in  precedence 
and  rank.  Then  the  fourth  objection 
which  is  most  strongly  urged  is  that 
which  was  brought  before  your  Lord- 
ships by  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
namely,  the  objection  to  the  Colonial 
Engineer  being  the  Engineer  of  the 
Board.  And  it  is  a  two-fold  objec- 
tion ;  first  on  the  ground  that  the  duties 
of  the  Colonial  Engineer  and  the  En- 
gineer of  the  Board  are  incompatible ; 
and,  seoondly,  on  personal  grounds  to 
Loird  KnaUford 


Captain  Buckle.  Now,  as  r^ards  the 
general  objection,  the  union  of  these 
offices  of  Sanitary  Engineer  and  Colonial 
Engineer  was  very  strongly  ui^ed  by 
Lord  Napier  of  Magdala  when  he  was 
Governor  of  Gibraltar.  Instructions 
were  sent  out,  in  conformity  with 
l)Ls  advice,  by  the  noble  Earl  op- 
posite in  1882,  and  were  con- 
firmed  in  January  1883  by  Lord  Derby. 
It  is  not  true  that  Captain  Buckle  was 
removed  from  his  offices.  It  is  true  that 
the  duties  were  subsequently  separated  at 
the  su^estion  and  instance  of  Sir  John 
Adye,  who  succeeded  Lord  Napier  of 
Magdala  as  Governor ;  but  it  is  open 
to  us  to  re^msider  the  qaestion ;  and, 
upon  the  beet  reflection  and  considera- 
tion that  we  can  give  to  the  case,  we 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  which 
was  arrived  at  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
and  others  and  by  Ix>rd  Napier  of 
Magdala,  that  economy  and  efficiency 
are  best  secured  by  the  appointment  of 
the  Colonial  Engineer  to  act  as  Engineer 
of  the  Board.  My  Lords,  here  again  I 
would  point  out  that,  being  anxious  to 
make  any  concession  1  could  to  the 
del^ffttes  and  ratepayers,  I  agreed  to 
this :  that  when  these  important  works 
of  the  tunnel  have  been  done,  with 
which  I  consider  the  old  Board  was 
absolutely  unable  to  cope,  and  sup- 
posing there  is  no  other  equally  important 
work  connected  with  the  water  supply 
going  on,  I  think  it  reasonable,  and  I 
told  them  so,  that  they  should  bring  up 
again  this  question  of  the  combination  of 
duties  before  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  time  being.  I  confess  that  if  I  were 
in  office  I  should  be  very  loth,  unless  a 
very  strong  case  were  made  out,  to  saddle 
the  ratepayers,  who  have  now  a  very 
small  sum  to  pay  for  which  they  secure 
a  thoroughly  competent  and  efficient 
officer,  with  the  large  sum  that  they 
would  have  to  pay  for  the  salary  of  such 
a  thoroughly  efficient  (>fficer  if  they  deter- 
mined to  have  an  Engineer  of  their  own. 
My  Lords,  as  to  the  personal  question,  the 
&  mmitteeof  the  Ratepayers'  Association 
have  made  charges  against  Captain 
Buckle  as  to  the  performance  of  certain 
public  works  that  he  had  to  undertake  as 
Colonial  Engineer,  and  I  thought  it  right, 
as  they  had  made  those  charges,  both  in 
the  interests  of  Captain  BuoUe  as  well 
as  those  the  ratepayers  to  examine 
into  the  subject,  and  I  appointed  a 
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Commission  to  perform  that  work. 
The  inquiry  of  that  Commission  has 
not  yet  been  concluded ;  but  I  must 
say  that,  from  the  high  opinion  of 
Captain  Buckle's  professional  quali- 
fications which  was  formed  from  luiow- 
ledge  of  his  work  both  by  Lord  Napier 
of  Magdala,  by  Major  Tulloch,  and  by 
others,  I  have  very  tittle  doubt  that  it 
will  be  found  that  the  public  works 
which  be  has  executed  have  been  exe- 
cuted with  great  efficiency  and  economy  ; 
and  I  think  it  is  only  due  to  Captain 
Buckle  that  I  should  read  the  high 
opinion  entertained  by  Major  Tulloch  as 
to  his  capabilities — and  that  is  the  last 
quotatitm  which  I  will  make.  In  the  first 
Report  Major  Tulloch  shows  that  the 
tunnel  scheme  for  the  sewer  outfall  was 
practically  Captain  Buckle's  own ;  and 
the  passage  to  which  I  will  refer  is  on 
page  4  of  the  Parliamentary  Paper, 
in  which  the  writer  says — 

**  It  is  essential  that  tbe  offlcials  should  be 
able  men,  and  tbe  Commission  will  certainly 
require  an  engineer  of  knowledge,  experieooe, 
BBMgjf  and  determination.  The  present 
Colonial  Engineer  is  specially  marked  out  for 
this  post  by  not  only  his  intimate  acquaintance 
with  GibraltAT  after  many  years'  residence 
there,  which  is  simply  invaluable,  but  by  bts 
high  Boientiflc  attainments  and  practical  skill 
as  ft  civil  engineer.  My  official  position  at  the 
Local  QoTemment  Board  necessarily  brings 
me  into  constant  personal  communication 
with  most  of  tbe  eminent  sanitary  engineers 
of  England,  and  I  have,  therefore,  rare  oppor- 
tunities  of  gaogiog  tbe  knowledge  possessed 
by  these  men  and  their  scientific  attainments, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  found  Captain 
Buckle  to  be  in  no  respects  behind  these 
gentiemen.  He  is  a  thoroughly  scientifle  and 
praoticsl  man,  and  it  was  one  of  the  great  ad- 
Tantages  I  had  during  my  visit  to  the  Colony 
to  be  Mle  to  discuss  every  question  of  geology, 
water  supply,  sewerage,  or  any  other  subject 
which  arose  in  my  work  with  a  man  so  well  up 
in  them." 

Well  my  Lords  I  think  I  am  justified  with 
that  kind  of  testimony  to  Captain  Budcle, 
to  express  again,  as  I  do  most  sincerely, 
my  regret  that  the  committee  of  rate- 
payers should  have  referred  to  the  two 
cases  in  which  Captain  Buckle's  action 
was  not  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  They  knew  perfectly  well  that 
those  questions  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  efficiency  of  Captain  Buckle  as  the 
Colonial  Engineer  ;  and  yet  they  have 
thought  it  right  to  bring  forward  these 
questions  and  nusetfaese points  as  against 
Captain  Buckle  in  a  question  which  is  a 
question  of  engineering,  whether  he  is  a 


fitting  person  to  be  the  Engineer  of  tbe 
Board.  Another  concession  which  I  was 
able  to  make  to  the  delegates  was  that 
Section  17  of  the  Order  in  Council, 
which  gave  special  powers  to  the 
Governor,  should  be  repealed.  It 
was  lafitly  urged  that  this  tunnel 
scheme  should  be  delayed  for  further 
inquiry  by  a  competent  engineer 
sent  from  this  country  f-o  examine  it 
ou  the  spot.  Well,  I  was  not  pre- 
pared to  concede  that.  I  stated 
to  the  delegates  that  very  full  and  care- 
ful consideration  had  been  given,  and  I 
added  that  further  consideration  should 
be  given  if  necessary  to  the  detuls  of 
the  scheme,  and  to  the  way  in  which  it 
should  be  carried  out.  Let  me  obwrve 
that  Majox  Tulloch  had  before  him  tbe 
Report  of  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay  and  Sir 
Archibald  Geikie  upon  the  geological 
formation  of  Gibraltar,  and  I  suppose 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  find  two  more 
eminent  geologists  than  those  two 
gentlemen  ;  he  had  alscr  the  Reports  of 
Mr.  Roberts,  C.E.,  Mr.  Dixon,  C.E.,  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cox  in  1887,  of  the 
medical  officers  year  after  year,  and  of 
Captain  Buckle.  All  these  Reports  were 
examined  into  and  car^ully  noted 
Major  Tulloch,  and  Major  Tulloch 's 
Report  when  it  came  to  me  was  referred 
to  and  examined  by  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee in  this  country.  The  only  criticism' 
upon  Major  TuUoch's  Report  has  been 
made  by  a  Mr.  Yockuey,  an  engineer  I 
daresay  of  eminence  here,  but  who  had 
very  Uttle  information  before  him ;  he  cer- 
tainly had  not  all  the  Reports  before  him 
that  MajorTuUoch had,  and  he  had  never 
been  on  the  spot ;  he  was  therefore  un- 
able to  judge  for  himself  of  the  character 
and  condition  of  the  rock  at  Gibraltar.  I 
niay  add,  as  I  have  undertaken  to  present 
some  more  Papus  in  answer  to  the  noble 
Lord,  that  there  is  a  report  by  Colonel 
Fellowes,theCommanding  Royal  Engineer 
at  Gibraltar,  which  to  my  mind  com- 
pletely disposes  of  Mr.  Yockney's  Report. 
My  Lords  a  misapprehension  prevails  (I 
am  partly  now  answering  the  noble  Vis- 
count behind  me)  as  to  Major  Tulloch's 
Report  and  the  action  taken  upon  it. 
While  MajorTuUoch  was  making  inquiry 
iuto  the  best  way  of  diverting  thesewage 
from  the  west  to  the  east  of  the  i-ock,  he 
was  of  course  fully  aware  of  the 
encmnous  importance  to  the  garrison, 
as  well  as  to  the  rani  inhatutants,  of 
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improving  the  water  supply,  and  he  had 
his  attention  directed  to  whether  there 
oould  beany  new  source  of  water  found. 
Now  he  admits  himself  he  is  not  too 
sanguine  as  to  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment which  he  has  suggested,  nor  can 
he  guarantee  a  sufiici&ncy  of  water ; 
nor  indeed  that  it  shall  not,  if  over 
pumped,  be  of  a  brackish  quality. 
Yet  the  importance  is  so  great  of 
finding  new  sources  that  the  experi- 
ment he  has  suggested  is  very  strongly 
advocated  by  him  ;  'ind  I  may  say  it  has 
been  twice  under  the  consideration  of  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty,  and  they 
have  concurred  with  Major  Tullocb.  I 
would  just  point  out  exactly  what  Major 
Tulloch's  practicHl  proposal,  as  he  calls  it, 
is;  it  is  on  page  42  of  his  Report — 

Practically,  my  proposal  is  this :  Drive  a 
tnniMl  through  the  mil  as  if  for  a  aeicer. 
After  it  has  been  driveD  about  three  buadred 
yards,  search  for  water.  If  water  is  found, 
continue  the  tunnel  as  a  water  conduit  and  in- 
tercepting channel.  It  water  in  not  found, 
continue  the  tunnel  through  the  loountain  as 
a  sewer." 

That  v/as  the  original  plan  of  Capt»in 
Buckle,  who  was  then  only  considering 
how  to  dispose  of  the  sewage,— that  it 
should  be  conducted  from  west  to  east  by 
a  tunnel ;  and  the  only  difference  h  that 
Major  Tolloch,  thinking  from  his  obser- 
sernitions  that  water  mxy  be  found 
in  the  rock  and  feeling  the  great 
impoiliance  of  finding  it  if  possible,  sug- 
gests that  an  experimental  tunnel  should 
be  made,  and  that  before  it  is  decide  l 
finally  to  send  the  sewage  through 
the  tunnel  fmiii  west  to  east,  it  should  be 
seen  whether  there  is  a  good  chance  of 
getting  water  and  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water.  No  doubt  that  will  create  some 
delay,  and  the  present  Sanitaiy  Board, 
who  are  considering  Major  Tulloch's 
scheme,  ai^  so  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  dealing  with  the  sewage 
question  and  carrying  the  sewage  through 
a  tunnel  from  west  to  east,  that  they 
desire  to  ahandcm  all  chance  of  getting 
water,  and  at  once  to  commence  this 
tunnel  at  both  ends  so  that  within  a 
short  time  the  sewage  may  be  diverted. 
That  is  the  point  of  difference  between 
the  present  Sanitary  Board  and  Major 
Tulloch's  Report ;  and  as  I  said  before 
the  Report  of  Major  TuUoch  was  re- 
ferred both  to  the  War  Office  and  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  within  the  last  two  days  I 
httn  reeeiTttd  the  ooDonrrence  of  both 
Lord  Knutsford 


the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty  in 
carrying  out  and  giving  effect  to  Major 
Tulloch's  scheme.  If  there  is  one  ques- 
tion that  is  important  in  Gibraltar  it  is 
the  water  supply.  The  water  supply  in 
tile  North  Front  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory  ;  and  in  time  of  war  it  is  a 
question  how  far  it  could  be  made  use  of. 
I  liope,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  shown 
your  Lordships  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  acted  hastily  in 
putting  an  end  to  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners who  had  shown  themselves 
unequal  '  to  deal  with  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Gibraltar,  and  that  on 
the  new  Board  the  ratepayers  are  fairly 
represented.  I  have  shown  also,  I  trust, 
that  I  have  endeavoured  in  every  way  to 
meet  as  far  as  I  could  the  wishes  of  the 
delegates,  and  have  made  all  the  conces- 
sions possible  ocmsiatently  tinth  Impenal 
interests.  And  lastly  I  have  shown  that 
Major  Tulloch's  scheme  is  really  the 
scheme  that  we  must  endeavour  to  put 
in  force.  The  noble  Loi-d  is  under  some 
misapprehension  in  arriving  at  the 
c<mclusion  that  there  are  to  be 
no  specifications  and  no  contract. 
There  was  a  question  whether  this 
work  might  not  be  more  effectively 
done  by  the  sappers  and  civilians  work- 
ing t<^ether  under  the  orders  of  the 
Bmrd  and  t^e  Colonial  Engineer.  But 
that  suggestion  has  not  been  accepted,  and 
the  decision  of  the  War  Office  is  to  the  con- 
trary. T  think  my  Lonls  I  have  nothing 
more  to  add  ;  I  am  only  sorry  to  have 
kept  your  Lordships  so  long ;  but  the 
question  is  one  of  very  great  importance 
no  doubt, — it  has  been  very  strongly 
pressed  upon  me,  and  I  admit  fully  that 
there  has  been  considerable  feeling  in  the 
Colony  on  the  point. 
•The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  the  House 
with  a  detailed  commentary  upon  the 
interesting  explanations  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite;  but  I  tJiink  there  are  one  <»■ 
two  points  worthy  of  notice  in  his  state- 
ment. First  of  all  I  should  like  to 
i-efor,  as  the  noble  Lord  referred  first  to 
it,  to  Major  Tulloch's  Report.  Now 
Major  Tulloch's  Report  I  have  no  doubt 
showed  a  great  deficiency  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  Gibraltar ;  I  assume 
that  is  a  fact,  and  I  am  afraid  that  de- 
fidiency  exists  in  a  great  many  towns 
besides  Gibraltar.  But  the  urgency  of 
the  case  must  be  judged  of     the  oon- 
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dition  of  the  health  of  Qibraltar ;  end, 
notwithstanding  the  statistics  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  referred,  I  cannot 
find  any  distinct  proof  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  health  of  Gibraltar 
was  at  all  of  an  alarming  kind,  or  indeed 
that  it  was  inferior  to  that  which  you 
find  in  most  towns.  I  am  not  going  to 
draw  the  conclusion  I  might,  but  it 
almost  seems  to  follow  that,  assuming 
Major  TuUoch's  deecriptions  are  not  too 
highly  coloured,  the  existence  of  these 
extraordinary  nuisances  in  a  crowded 
town  like  Gibraltar  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  very  fair  condition  of  health 
the  population  ;  and  I  must  say  that 
that  is  so  very  surprising  an  inference 
that  I  am  almost  inclined  to  think  that 
Uajor  Tulloch  must  have  been  run 
away  with  to  a  certain  extent  by  his 
sanitary  enthusiasm.  Now  what  is  the 
death-rate  ?  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  misunderstanding  I  believe  about  it. 
I  take  the  figures  from  what  I  suppose 
is  the  final  conclusion  of  the  Medical 
Officer;  it  is  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
Report  at  page  63,  where  he  compares 
the  death-rate  as  con-ected  in  Gibraltar 
with  the  death-rate  in  a  variety  of  large 
I^lish  towns  ;  it  does  not  differ  much 
from  the  figures  that  the  noble  Lord 
quoted,  but  you  will  find  the  total  civil 
death-rate  in  1891  happened  to  be 
remarkably  low.  I  do  not  lay  stress 
upim  that  fact,  but  it  is  the  fact  that 
Uia  death-rate  was  remarkaUy  low  in 
the  year  when  this  change  was  made. 

*LoED  KNUTSFORD :  That  was  after 
the  new  Board  got  to  work. 

*Thb  Eael  of  KIMBERLEY:  I 
know  it  was ;  but  I  do  not  think  it 
oould  have  produced  that  effect  in 
that  time.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  lay  stress  upon  that  particular 
year.  No  doubt  the  proper  method  is 
to  take  a  series  of  years,  as  the  Medical 
Officer  has  done,  and  he  finds  the  correct 
death-iate  of  the  civil  population  is 
25-31 ,  and  the  death-rateof  the  fixed  civil 
population 26*83.  Kowletusoomparethat 
with  the  lai^  towns  here  as  the  Medical 
Officer  himself  compares  it,  and  I  will 
just  read  some  of  the  towns  where  the 
death-rate  in  England  is  as  high,  or  was 
at  least  in  1891 :  Newcastle  25*1 ;  Hud- 
dersfield  25-2 ;  Sheffield  25*7 ;  Sunder- 
land 260;  Blackburn  281;  Salford 
28-3;  Oldham  28  6;  Liverpool  28-6; 
Mancbeeter  29  5;  and  Preston  29-6. 
VOL.  V.      [fourth  bbrirs.] 


When  we  find  that  with  all  our  sanitaiy 
legislation  in  this  countiy,  in  a  consider- 
able number  of  our  large  towns  the 
death-mte   is  much  higher  than  the 
average   death-rate  as  shown  here  in 
Gibraltar,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said 
that  there  was  a  case  of  very  pressing 
necessity.     I  do  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  the  sanitary  condition  of 
GibraltfU'  cannot  be  improved,  and  I 
daresay  it  is  in  many  respects  unsatis- 
factory ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  very  urgent  case  in  that  respect. 
That  bears  upon  the  next  remark  that  I 
desire  to  make,  and  it  is  this :  that 
although  the  noble  Ijord  has  explained 
some  points  satisfactorily,  I  do  not  think 
he  did  answer  the  objection  that  has 
been  made  to  the  course  he  took  in 
publi^ing  this  Order  in  Gounoi]  without 
giving  the  usual  opportunity  to  the  popu- 
lation of  Gibraltar  to  express  their  opinions 
upon  it.    I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord 
entirely  that  if  there  is  a  cssocrf  urgency 
that  interval  cannot  be  allowed.  But 
what  possible  urgency  could  there  be  in 
the  present  case  of  so  extraordinary  a 
kind  when  we  find  the  death-rate,  after 
all,  was  not  so  high  as  in  many  of  the 
large  towns  in  England  %    I  do  not  deny 
that  it  may  be  very  proper  and  right — 
I  have  no  doubt  it  is — to  bring  about  a 
better  sanitary  condition  of  Gibraltar; 
but  why  ofibud  the  population  by  what 
I  must  term  very  hasty  and  unnecessary 
proceedings;  aim  why  not  pursue  tlie 
ordinary  course  which  the  Gibraltar 
population  are  accustomed  to  necessarily 
and  have  oome  to  consider  a  custom  that 
ought  not  to  be  infringed  except  for 
strong  reasons,  instead   of  publishing 
this  Order  in  Council  without  hearing 
what  they  have  to  say  ?    I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  noble  Lord  has  brought 
about  a  great  deal  of  the  opposition  and 
trouble  that  has  come  upon  him  individu- 
ally in  consequence  of  his  not  having 
adopted  the  simple  expedient  of  letting 
t)ie  Gibraltar  people  say  what  they  had 
to  say  and  then  deciding  upon  what  he 
thought  was  right.    Now  the  noUe 
Lord  said  (and  I  agree   witii  him 
entirely)  that  the  case  of  a  fortress  like 
Gibraltar  is  a  special  case.   You  cannot 
deal  with  the  population  in  a  fortress 
like  Gibraltar  in  the  same  way  that  you 
would  with  a  civil  population  else- 
where.    But  all  the  more  necessary 
is  it  where  you  have  a  otmsidenble 
3  A 
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civil  population  (li^  Malta,  where  the 
noUe  Xiord  knows  what  difficulties 
theire  haye  been,  as  at  Gibraltar)  to  be 
•xtremely  eyeful  tp  .consult  whenever 
you  possibly  can  the  wishes  of  the 
population,  ^d  not  to  offend  their 
susceptibilities  if  it  can  be  helped. 
Now  I  must  Qomment  upon  what  the 
noble  liord  opposite  is  by  no  means 
renxmfdble  f(qr,  but  what  I  think  a  most 
unfortunate  cireuingtanoe — thia  extra- 
ordinary paragnwh  in  the  Despatch  of 
the  Qovemor.  I  must  read  the  whole 
of  it.  Th0  Governor  ifi  writing  on  this 
subject  sjiyti — 

"  Bntif4*  suhj^ts  io  name,  fully  tvo-tiiirdB 
of  the  ciyilian  raiidential  popolation  are 
foreignen  tnr  origin,  by  eoonection  and  in 
language.  Tbsj  caonot  ooenpy,  and  shoald 
not  be  graated,  tlw  positioD  held  by  muiiioi- 
pa^  (MAerf  in  the  Mother  Goantry,  aod  in 
her  t^tloBies  properly  90  called.  Their 
exiitenoe  here  u  not  an  Imperial  neoessity  ; 
their  taxation,  whether  for  |iuri)OBea  of 
mnnioipa)  or  general  administration,  ia  abnor- 
nuiHj  hght,  and  their  olaims  for  aelf-govero- 
men,  nuph  if  praetieaUy  what  Vttnj  seek,  are 
in  00  way  pwaUel  to  those  whieh  are,  with 
nasim,  advaneed,  and  with  poliey,  admitted, 
in  other  dependencies  of  Uie  Crown." 

There  may  be  sopiething  to  be  said  for  the 
latter  part  of  the  sentence ;  but  what  are 
we  to  say  of  a  Governor  who  is  guilty  of  the 
extjraordinary  indiscretion  and  impro- 
priety of  speakingof  subjectsof  the  Crown, 
aslojnil  mei)  I  believeasany  in  our  Colonial 
Empire,  in  tenns  of  the  most  insulting 
kind?  Are  we,  who  have  an  Empire 
largely  oofnpoeed  of  men  who  are  not 
Bmish  bom,  to  sneer  at  the  subjects  of 
the  Queen  a«  foreigners,  and  to  say  that 
they  «;re  qot  ^titied  to  rig}its  because 
they  a^e  foreign-bom  ?  And  repaember, 
my  ^rds,  f  hesQ  foreigners  are  Europeans ; 
they  ar^  not  Asiatics  whom  perhaps  you 
may  think  you  can  treat  with  less  con- 
sideyatipn,  these  are  Europeans  coming 
of  a  very  proud  race  and  occupying  a 
town  which  we  hold  in  circumstances  of 
grea^  peculiarity.  I  cannot  conceive  of 
any  p^rt  pf  Her  Majesty's  dominions  in 
which  it  is  not  necessary,  in  every  point 
of  view,  not  to  ofibnd  in  the  slightest 
decree  the  susceptibilities  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  tlie  Colony ;  and  the  Governor 
positively  ii^  a  public  X)espatch  (and  if  it 
had  come  into  my  hands  it  never  would 
have  se;^  thft  light  in  a  Blue  Book,  so 
exceedingly  wrong  do  I  think  it)  saya 
tha-t,  becau»9  these  m^n  are  foreign-born, 
therefore  they  are  to  be  treated  difl^EtreuUy 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley 


from  British-bom  subjects !  I  can  only 
say  that  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
has  conveyed  in  some  way  or  other  to  the 
Governor  (who  is  a  most  excellent  mili- 
tary officer  and  an  admirable  soldier  I 
have  ne  doubt)  that  such  language  can 
only  be  excused  from  his  apparent  entire 
inexperience  of  civil  administration, 
I  must  say  I  regret  extremely  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  have 
not  been  dealt  with  in  this  matter 
with  a  little  more  tenderness.  I 
am  most  willing  to  admit  that  on  some 
points  the  noble  Lord  has  met  the 
detection  in  a  fair  spirit,  and  has 
made  concessions  to  them  which  are 
undoubtedly  such  as  ought  to  a  certain 
extent  to  give  them  satisfaction.  The 
noble  Lord  has  agreed  to  strike  out  of 
the  Order  in  Council  the  seventeenth  clause 
which  gave  to  the  Governor  the  complete 
power  of  ordering  certun  works  to  be 
done.  I  think  that  is  a  veiy  consider- 
able concession,  imd  I  hope  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Gibraltar  will  regard  it  (for  I 
am  not  at  all  desirous  of  promoting  dis- 
sension in  this  matter,  but  the  contrary) 
as  a  substantial  concession  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  has 
also  made  a  concession  to  them  with 
regard  to  choosing  from  the  panel  pre- 
sented by  the  Grand  Jury.  That  oIko  I 
tliink  is  a  very  reasonable  concession ; 
and  although  there  may  be  opinions  in 
favour  of  the  other  mode  of  selection,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  concession 
which  the  noble  Iford  has  made  will  not 
at  all  impair  the  efficiency  of  his  Sanitary 
Board.  Then  comes  the  queetion  of  the 
Colonial  Engineer;  and  the  noble  Lord 
has  told  me,  what  no  doubt  is  quite 
correct,  that  \  was  in  favour  of  and 
dii  ected  the  measure  to  be  taken  which 
he  has  now  taken  of  making  the  Colonial 
Engineer  the  Engineer  to  the  Sanitary 
Board.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  strong 
reasons  in  its  favour  ;  at  the  same  time 
there  is  something  to  be  said  on  the 
other  side,  and  I  am  veiy  glad  to  hear 
from  the  noble  Lord  that  after  these 
works  dealt  with  he  thinks  it  may  be 
possible  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  in- 
habitants on  that  point.  I  think  that  is 
a  fair  mode  of  looking  at  the  matter,  and 
I  trust  that  also  will  be  received  with  a 
certain  amount  of  satisfaotitm.  With 
regard  to  the  Chairman  I  am  sorry  that 
the  noble  Loi-d  did  not  see  his  way  to 
make  a  concession.    I  do  not  think  it 


Digitized  by 


13S3 


Gibraltar 


{16  June,  1893f       Sanikuy  Board.  1264 


can  be  essential  for  the  working  of  the 
Sanitary  Board  that  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary  should  be  Chairman.  The  noble 
Lfffd  will  observe  that  in  some  of  the 
other  Coloniefi  to  whidi  he  refen«d  Uie 
population  is  not  entirely  European.  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  think  that 
upon  that  point  somB  concession  might 
have  been  xoade. 

*LoED  KNUTSFORD:  The  Governor 
has  the  power  to  appoiut  any  one  of  the 
members  official  or  unofficial  Chairman  ; 
he  might  appoint  the  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer  if  any  particular  objection  was 
taken  to  the  Colonial  Secreta^ ;  but  all 
I  meant  was  I  could  not  conceive  that 
the  unofficial  members  should  appoint 
from  the  official  members. 

•Thb  Babl  op  KIMBBRLEY  :  I  think 
the  whole  body  together  might  have  pre- 
sented a  Chairman  to  the  Govomor  (I  do 
not  lay  it  dowb  as  a  necessary  matter) 
the  Governor  having,  as  I  think  he  must 
in  any  case  have,  a  veto  upon  the  appoint- 
ment. It  probably  would  have  come  to 
the  same  thing,  but  it  might  have  been 
more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants.  Those 
are  the  chief  points  I  believe  of  which 
the  Colonists  complain.  Now  the  other 
matter  is  with  regard  to  obtaining  water 
for  Gibraltar.  My  Lords,  I  have  a  lively 
remembrance  of  Uie  questions  which  con- 
tinually arose,  when  I  was  Secretary  of 
State,  as  rwtrds  obtaining  water  at 
Gibraltar,  ^e  supply  of  water  at  Gib- 
raltar, as  everyone  knows,  is  extremely 
unsatisfaotray,  and  I  remember  various 
attempts  being  made,  which  unfortu- 
nately failed,  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of 
water.  I  do  not  think  Major  Tulloch 
was  quite  just  to  the  old  Sanitary  Board 
in  mentioning  brackish  water  as  a  griev- 
ance. I  do  not  think  the  present  Sani- 
tary Board,  any  more  thim  any  other 
authority,  lus  been  able  yet  to  find  out 
how  to  get  a  proper  supply  of  water  for 
Gibraltar. 

*LoRD  K17X7TSFOBD :  I  do  not  think 
he  laid  that  to  th«r  oihar^. 

*Thb  Earl  OF  KIM6ERLK7 :  It  was 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  grievances  of 
Gibraltar.  All  I  would  say  is  this :  I 
understand  that  the  inhabitants  have  a 
strong  opinion  that  the  particular  mode 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  the 
sewage  away  from  the  harbour,  which 
must  evidently  be  a  most  necessary 
operation — namely,  by  a  tunnel  from 
west  to  east  of  the  rock,  is  not  the  best 


mode  if  there  is  another  way  by  which 
it  can  be  conducted  beyond  Europa 
Point. 

*LoRD  KKUTSFORD:  That  is  a 
tunnel  too.  There  is  no  objection  to  the 
tunnel  as  a  tunnel ;  but  the  tunnel  at 
Europa  Point  woold  ooet  nearly  half  as 
much  again. 

*The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  I  am 
correct  in  saying  that  they  think  an 
alternative  scheme  of  some  kind  would 
be  better,  and  they  think  it  would  be 
very  desirable  if  an  eminent  engineer 
unconnected  with  the  Admiralty,  the 
War  Office,  or  Gibraltar  would  give  his 
opinion  upon  the  scheme, — which  I 
venture  to  think  is  by  no  means  an  un- 
reasonable proposal.  I  have  a  vivid 
recollection  of  more  tiian  one  occasion 
during  the  time  I  had  the  honour  to 
hold  tne  seals  of  the  Colonial  Office  'when 
schemes  were  presented  to  us,  supported 
most  strongly  by  engineers  perhaps  not 
of  the  highest  eminence,  which  by  careful 
examination  afterwards  were  found  to 
be  entirely  untenable.  Yery  considerable 
expenditure  will  have  to  be  gone  into  in 
this  matter,  which  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  and  if  the  inhabitants  who  wQt 
have  to  contribute  the  greater  portion  of 
that  ex|)enditure  really  desire  that 
some  eminent  engineer  shocdd  be  eaa- 
suited,  over  and  above  the  opinions  that 
have  been  taken,  I  should  have  thought 
that  was  a  matter  which  might  be  con- 
ceded to  them.  -My  Lords,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  any  further  observation 
to  make.  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
think  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  inter- 
pose difficulties  in  his  way  in  settlins 
the  question  ;  that  is  not  my  desire.  I 
wish  for  harmony,  and  that  he  should 
be  able  to  improve  the  sanitaiyoonditicm 
of  Gibraltar  without  exciting  any  discon- 
tent on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
One  thing,  my  Lords,  I  will  add,  and 
it  is  this:  that  highly  important  fts 
sanitation  is  (and  no  man  feels  the 
importance  of  it  more  than  I  do) 
there  is  something  even  more  important, 
and  that  is  the  contentment  of  the  in- 
habitants of  our  Colonies ;  and  if  I  had 
to  choose, — I  should  be  very  sorry  to  be 
placed  in  that  dilemma, — between  a  per- 
fect system  of  sanitation  with  discontent 
and  an  imperfect  condition  of  sanitation 
with  content,  I  ^onld  not  faeaitata  to 
choose  the  latter. 
3  A  2 
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ViBOouHT  SIDMOXJTH :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Lord  has  anBwered  almost 
every  question  tiuit  ,1  had  put  on  the 
Paper  except  with  respect  to  the  expense 
of  the  proposed  tunnel,  and  also  as  to  the 
period  when  the  wask  will  be  com- 
menced. 

«LoRD  KNUTSFOED:  As  to  the 
pwiod  when  the  work  will  be  commenced 
some  doubt  has  been  thrown  by 
the  observations  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite;  but  as  regards  the 
expense  it  is  roughly  estimated  that 
the  cost  of  the  complete  scheme  of  sewer- 
age recommended  by  him  will  be  ^26,000 
if  carried  to  the  east  of  the  rock  and 
£36,000  if  carried  to  the  southern  out- 
fall, that  is  Europa  Point.  The  Colonial 
Engineer  estimates  the  cost  of  the  actual 
tonneUing  at  £2,964  for  the  experimental 
tunnel  for  a  water  supply ;  then  after 
that  tunnel  is  completed  if  the  water 
shoold  not  be  found  there  would  be 
£8,12S  to  add  to  that  to  complete  the 
tunnel  to  the  eastern  outfall ;  but  it 
would  be  £32,960  for  a  tunnel  to 
iJie  southern  outfall ;  and  as  I  told 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  further  Papers 
shall  be  presented  as  soon  as  they  are 
completed. 

GIBRALTAR  DOCK. 
qUBOTION.  OBSEBTATKHtS. 

YiSGOUNT  SIDMOXJTH  :  My  Lords  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  at  any 
loigth,  but  the  question  of  which  I 
have  given  notice  is  a  question  that 
I  have  repeatedly  had  the  honour 
of  bringing  before  the  House,  and 
I  met«ly  wish  to  refer  to  the  number 
of  times  on  which  promisee  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  made  by  the  Admiralty, 
which  promises  are  stUl  unfulfilled,  and 
which  I  had  hoped  by  this  time  would 
be  in  course  of  execution.  I  think 
it  is  now  five  |year8  since  the  subject 
of  the  dock  at  Gibraltar  was  brought 
beffve  both  Houses  of  Bu*liament. 
By  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
in  the  other  House,  and  by  my 
noble  Friend,  who  I  am  quite  aware  is 
not  responsible  but  who  represents  the 
Admiralty  in  this  House,  we  have  been 
told,  first,  that  plans  were  under  con- 
sideration, then  that  they  were  matured, 
then  that  part  of  the  work  was  being 
carried  out  at  private  expense,  and  two 
years  afterwards  the  noble  Lord  in  this 


House  gave  a  complete  statement  of  the 
plans  which  were  intended  to  be  im- 
mediately executed;  and  he  gave  very 
satisfactory  assurances  that  tiie  works 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  all  those  who 
were  interested  in  naval  matters,  and 
also  that  the  harbour,  which  is  one  great 
object  I  know  witli  the  naval  authorities, 
would  be  greatly  improved  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  dock  and  the  lengthen- 
ing of  the  pier.  My  Lords,  we  have 
waited  and  waited,  and  I  own  myself, 
after  all  these  promises,  I  cannot  at  all 
understand  what  reason  there  has  been 
for  this  delay.  The  sole  objection  I  may 
have  had  to  the  proposed  tunnel  was  for 
fear  it  should  defer  these  works ;  but  I 
will  not  now  at  this  period,  and  after  bo 
many  attempts,  dilate  upon  the  im- 
mense advantages  of  it  further  than  to 
say  that  I  only  wish  the  Prime 
Minister,  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  the  country  could  realise  for 
themselves  the  immense  advantages 
which  would  accrue  to  the  naval 
defences  of  this  country  if  a  dock  were 
constructed  at  Gibraltar.  I  need  not 
call  to  your  Lordships'  mind  the  recent 
occasions  within  the  last  few  years  when 
vessels  of  enormous  value  have  been  on 
the  point  of  b«ng  lost,  and  would  have 
been  utterly  destroyed  for  the  Public 
Service,  if  there  had  not  fortunately  bem 
the  dodc  at  Malta  at  hand.  I  allude  to 
the  "Sultan  "and  the  "Victoria."  Had 
either  of  those  accidents  happened  a 
little  further  off — for  iuKtance  where  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar  took  place,  and  there 
bad  been  no  dock  at  Malta,  I  think  those 
vesseLf  must  have  been  altogether  lost  to 
the  Service.  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  after  the  accident  happened  to  tiie 
"  Victoria "  she  had  great  difficulty  in 
reaching  Malta,  a  distance  only  of  some 
six  hundred  to  eight  hundred  miles ;  but, 
if  the  accident  had  happened  at  a  distanoe 
of  fourteen  hundred  or  fifteen  hundred 
miles,  and  the  only  "resource  had  been  to 
take  that  vessel  home  to  England,  or  to 
dock  her  at  Malta,  I  believe  she  would 
have  been  utterly  ruined  for  the  purposes 
of  Rei"vice.  I  wish  the  country  could 
understand  that  when  they  re^ml  the 
fleet  as  an  insurance  for  the  navigation 
of  this  country,  they  should  recollect  also 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  have  a  proper  assurance  for  their 
safety,  and  that  we  can  only  get  that  by 
having  docks  within  reach,  as  all  otim 
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nations  have  who  have  valuable  interests  in 
theMediterranean.  AUtheothercountriea 
have  docks  spread  all  over  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  our  foroes  are  not  sogreatly 
superior  to  theirs ;  iu  fact  I  believe  in  one 
instance  they  are  only  equal  to  those  of 
the  greatest  Navfd  Power  out  there ;  and, 
shotild  any  accident  happen,  we  should  be 
placed  in  an  inferior  condition  in  case  of 
warfare,  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
say  may  not  at  any  time  arise,  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  may  be  able  to  give 
some  assurance  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  present  Oovemment,  should  they, 
as  I  hope,  continue  in  office,  to  resume 
the  works  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

Lord  ELPHINSTONE:  My  Lords, 
I  think  the  noble  Viscount  is  scarcely 
correct  in  the  wording  of  his  question  in 
speaking  of  the  promised  dock  at 
GibTalt^.  This  question  has  been 
before  the  House  very  often  and  I  have 
answered  it  very  often ;  but  I  do  not 
tiiink  I  have  ever  committed  the  Govern- 
ment by  making  any  promise.  Indeed 
the  last  official  utterance  in  either  House 
of  Parliament  was  by  myself  in  March 
of  last  year,  when  1  said — 

"  No  Vote  thersfore  was  proposed  in  the 
Navy  Kttiinates  for  this  year,  there  being  bo 
mUT  mora  pressiog,  and,  as  tiie  Admiralty 
think,  mors  importaotmattentobe  eonsiderad. 
Am  r^ards  nest  year,  we  cannot  at  present 
foreoast  what  provision  should  be  made  for 
a  dock  at  Oibnutar." 

That  is  not  a  promise.  I  do  not  want 
to  lay  any  stress  upon  it,  bat  my  noble 
Friend's  queetion  would  imply  that  the 
Govenunent  were  committed,  throogh 
me  as  their  mouthpiece,  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  dock.  I  am  not  at  all 
prepared  to  deny  that  all  naval  officers 
fuUy  admit  the  desirability  of  a  dock 
being  built  at  Gibraltar ;  and  indeed  the 
Admiralty  are  quite  of  that  opinion  too. 
They  admit  the  desirability,  if  not  the 
necessity,  of  building  a  dock  th^ ;  but 
th^  are  not  prepared,  and  they  do  not 
Hoik  it  is  desirable,  to  commence  the 
work  until  they  are  in  a  position  to  push 
it  forward  rapidly  to  a  conclusion.  At 
{weaent  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
number  of  works  of  an  even 
more  pressing  nature,  involving  very 
large  sums  of  money;  at  Portsmouth, 
for  instance,  we  are  constructing  two 
large  dry  docks  entailing  very  consider- 
able expense.  With  regard  to  Gibi-altar 
we  have  already  taken  a  Vote  to  extend 
the  new  mole  for  about  600  feet.  In  all 


probability  a  large  gap  will  be  left  between 
the  extension  and  the  present  mole  which 
will  enable  the  600  feet  to  be  carried  out 
to  perhaps  nearly  700  feet ;  and  the 
obj«!t  of  that  mole  will  be  to  endeavour 
to  create  some  sort  of  circulation  to 
carry  off  the  accumulation  of  filth  which 
has  been  referred  to  and  is  an  undoubted 
nuisance  in  connection  with  Gibraltar, 
and  from  which  we  suffer  tOTribly  in  the 
Navy ;  the  filth  on  both  sides  of  the  new 
mole,  where  our  ships  have  to  lie  in  hot 
weather,  is  something  abominable.  That 
work  is  going  to  be  carried  on  at  once. 
And  the  noble  Viscount  will  remember 
that  the  Committee  appointed  iu  1889 
recommended  the  lengthening  of  the 
new  mole  as  part  of  the  general  scheme 
of  the  dock.  I  do  not  mean  by  that  to 
commit  myself,  or  to  commit  .  the 
Admiralty,  to  the  construction  of  Uta 
dock ;  but  that  part  of  it,  at  any  rate, 
must  be  undertaken  at  once. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH:  My  noble 
fUend  is  slightly  mistaken,  I  think,  in 
saying  that  there  has  been  no  promise ; 
I  think  if  he  refers  to  the  statement 
authorised  by  the  Admiralty  two  years 
ago,  not  only  was  a  full  description  of 
the  proposed  works  laid  before  the  House, 
but  words  were  added  that  the  works 
would  be  commenced  immediately  in  the 
current  year ;  and  upon  those  grounds  I 
think  1  have  a  perfect  right  to  complain 
of  the  delay  that  has  taken  place. 

LoBD  ELPHINSTONE:  IstiUthink 
the  noble  Visooant  is  mistaken  in  thaA, 
and  I  refer  him  again  to  t^e  last  official 
utterance  in  this  House. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH:  I  refer  to 
two  years  ago. 

LoBD  ELPHINSTONE :  I  will  look 
back  upon  what  has  been  said  before. 

CORONERS'  DEPUTIES  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Ck>mmon8 ;  read  1% 
and  to  be  printed.   (No.  181.) 

MERCHANT  BHIPPlNa  ACTS  AUSND- 
MBNT  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 

to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2'  To- 
morrow.— (The  Lord  HeracheU).  (No. 
183.) 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (BUND 

AND  DEAF)  BILL  [H.L.3. 
Order  for  the  House  to  be  in  Com- 
mittee To-morrow  discharged. 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 

BILLS  [H.I.]. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  No.  39  be 
■nspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session  in 
the  0*90  of  Provisional  Order  Conflnution 
BiUs  originaUng  in  this  House. 

PARLIAUBNTARY  DEPOSITS  AMD 

BONDS  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  ordsr),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoje 
House  To-morrow. 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Read  2'  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  ACT  (1891)  EXTENSION 
BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
house  To-morrow. 

TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  RBMUNERA- 
TION)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mifcted  to  a  OunoiittQe  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

CLBBaT  DISCIPLINE  (IMMORALITT) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered 

g«cording  to  order) ;  Some  agreed  to ; 
ne  agreed  to,  with  an  Amen^ent, 
and  consequential  Amendments  made 
to  the  Bill ;  and  Bill  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

BILLS  OF  SALE  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Amendments  reported  (aocordins  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  8"  To- 
morrow. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 


HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICIARY  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  StEuiding  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

COLCmiAL  STOCK  ACT  (1877)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [H.L.]. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
{^nd  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

FISH^T  BOARD  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL  [HJ^] 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  BiUs  r^iorted  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

House  adjouned  at  tea  ainntas 
belON  Sma  o'ekwk 


HOUBB    OF  COMMONS. 
Thwrsday,  16th  June,  1892. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


WEAR  VAI«LET  EXTENSION  RAIL^T 
BILL  [Xords.] 
OOHBXDBH&TnW. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<'Tfaat  Standing  Orders  .  84,  214,  2U,  and 
239  be  Bu^>e&ded,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
taken  into  ooasideratitm,  proiided  amended 
nriats  shall  hare  been  pia^oiuly  deported." 
—CMr.  CaldwU.) 

*The  UNDEE  SECBETAEY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOEEIGN  AFFAIBS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  :  I  gave  notice  yesterday  to 
oppose  the  TmrA  Beading  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  tiunk  if  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  make  a  brief  statement  possibly  it 
may  not  be  necessary  for^jne  to  iake 
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that  cmurse.  I  represent  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  the  Cumberland  County 
Council,  and  they  believe  that  their 
interests  will  be  Injuriously  affected  by 
this  railway,  whidi  may  be  so  con- 
structed that  under  no  possible  oironm- 
stances  can  it  be  continued  to  Alston, 
which  is  the  part  of  the  county  specially 
interested  in  this  matter.  If  time  had 
been  given,  the  residents  in  Alston,  and 
not  only  those  in  the  eastern,  but  in 
the  western,  part  of  the  county  would 
have  been  able  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee an  alternative  scheme  which 
would  have  provided  through  oom- 
munioafcion  &om  Alston  by  Wear 
Head  to  Stanhope.  The  Cumberland 
Goonty  Gonncil  presented  a  Petition  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  they  were  pre- 
pared to  show  that  their  interests  would 
be  injuriously  affected.  The  referees, 
however,  decided  that  the  Council 
had  no  locus  standi,  and  it  was  my 
intention  yesterday  to  have  appealed 
from  that  Court  to  the  House  itself ; 
but  no  doubt,  in  consequence  of  the 
time  fmd  circumstances  of  the  Session 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  Private  Bills  through 
their  stages,  the  promoters  had  their 
Bill  passed  as  unopposed  yesterday 
monung ;  and,  consequently,  mien  I  rose 
here  yesterday  for  the  purpose  I  have 
described,  I  found  the  Bill  had  already 
been  reported  to  the  House,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  impossible  to  refer  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  County  Council 
to  the  Committee.  Yet  I  feel  bound  to 
say  that  the  County  Council  of  Cum 
berland  do  feel  that  their  interests 
may  be  very  seriously  affected  if  it 
should  be  found  impossible  to  carry  on 
the  line  from  Alston  by  Wear  Head 
to  Stanhope ;  and  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Joseph  Pease), 
who  takes  so  much  interest  in  the 
railway  system  of  Cumberland  and 
Durham,  whether  he  is  prepared  to 

giv«  an  undertaking  that  he  will  use 
is  best  influence  to  facilitate  the 
endeavours  that  no  doubt  will  be  made 
in  that  district  of  Cumberland  to  pro- 
cure a  through  line  from  Akton  to 
Stanhope?  If  he  will  give  such  an 
undertaking  as  I  have  reason  to  believe 
he  will  be  inclined  to  do,  then  I  think  I 
need  trouble  the  House  no  further. 
•(3.15J  Sm  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Dur- 
faamy  Barniwd  GMtle)  :  i  am  muoh 


obliged  to  ■  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  the 
way  in  which  he  has  waived  his  opposi- 
tion. In  laying  out  the  line  originally 
we  had  in  view  going  forward  to  Alston, 
but  subsequently  we  thought  Chat  6hi 
step  at  a  time  would  be  all  we  wotitd  be 
able  to  take.  In  the  laying  out  of  the 
hne  Mr.  Wolfe  Barry,  the  most 
eminent  railway  engineer  of  the  day, 
was  consulted,  and  under  hi^  ia- 
stnictions  the  line  is  projected  ih  a  way 
that  will  in  the  future  allow  it  to  be 
continued  to  Alston.  All  I  can  say,  as 
an  humble  individual  not  pledging  any 
company,  but  so  far  as  I  have  any  in- 
fluence, I  shall  be  happy  to  tend  iuiy 
aid  I  can  to  develop  the  commnnida- 
tion  in  this  direction  and  the  lde&  the 
promoters  had  in  the  inception  Of  the 
scheme.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Crentle- 
man  our  line  is  laid  out  so  that  it  ban 
be  continued  to  Alston  at  some  future 
date,  and  I  will  take  care  that  the 
arrangements  made  Are  praotidally 
carried  out. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Btanding  Orders  84,  814, 
215,  andSSQ  be  atupended,  aad  thatthe  Bill  be 
now  token  into  (Mnudderatioo,  provided 
amended  prints  diall  haVai  beed  ^tcrrloatlr 

deposited. 

Bill  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Btandine  Orders  223  and  24j 
be  Buspended,  and  that  uie  Bill  be  now 
the  third  time. — (Jlfr.  CaldweU,") 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

QUSSTIONS, 


IBIBH   CRIMINAL    LAW    AND  PltO* 
CEDURB  ACT  (PStSONBBS). 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottin^Uit, 
BushclifFe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attome4 
General  for  Ireland  what  is  th6  tot» 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  im- 
prisoned in  Ireland  up  to  Slst  M&y  l&si 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal 
Law  and  Frocednxe  (Ireland)  keb, 
1887? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  por 
IBELAND  (Mr.  MAddbm*  Diibliii 
University) :  The  total  number  ci  pet- 
sons  who  have  been  imprisoned  in 
Ireland  up  to  Slst  May  last  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Criminfl-l  Lttw  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  is  1,893. 
It  may  be  of  intto'reBt  to-thA  Hdntie  U> 
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know  that  out  of  the  total  number  of 
2,978  prisoners  in  onstody  throughout 
Ixelajid  on  the  1st  instant  four  only  of 
these  were  in  custody  under  the 
GriminaL  Iiaw  and  Frooedure  Act  re- 
ferred to. 

CONVEYANCE    OF    MAILS  ABROAD. 

Mb.  HENNIKEBHEATON  (Canter- 
bury): I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if  hia  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  /fact  that  the  English  Grovem- 
ment  pay  three  shillings  per  pound  for 
the  sea  oonveyanoe  of  letters  to  America 
and  threepence  per  pound  for  news- 
papers, wlureas  we  American  OoTem- 
menthave  their  lett^  conveyed  to  this 
country,  often  in  the  same  steamship 
as  ours  are  conveyed  in,  for  one 
shilling  and  eightpence  per  pound,  and 
newspapers  and  other  articles  for  less 
than  threepence  perpound;  whetherany 
distinction  is  made  by  the  Steamship 
Companies  in  the  mode  of  safeguarding, 
packii^,  and  transmitting  letters,  as 
distinguished  from  newspapers,  or 
wheth^  they  are  all  thrown  tc^ether 
in  the  hold  of  the  ship;  whether 
any  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
Bnti^  Post  Office  to  do  away  with 
the  difference  in  the  amounts  paid 
to  the  steamship  owners  for  the  carriage 
of  letters  and  newspapers  respectively ; 
what  explanation  do  the  French  and 
Italian  Governments  furnish  for 
charging  10  francs  50  centimes  per 
kilogramme  for  conveying  letters,  from 
or  to  India  and  Australia,  in  closed 
bags  between  Calais  and  Brindisi,  and 
only  fifty  centimes  per  kil(^ramme  for 
newspapers  and  ouer  articles,  also  in 
closed  bags,  and  in  the  same  compart- 
ment and  the  same  train,  between 
Calais  and  Brindisi ;  whether  any 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  British 
Post  Office  to  alter  this  system  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  trans-Continental 
chains,  or  whether  he  intends  to 
make  such  an  attempt ;  whether  ho 
will  ofiFer  a  fixed  subsidy,  irrespective 
of  weight  of  mails,  to  the  Steamship 
Companies  sailing  to  America,  based  on 
the  average  amounts  now  paid  to  them 
for  conveying  our  mails ;  and  whether 
the  present  mail  contracts  with  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  and  Orient 
Companies  to  India  and  Australia  are 
for  fixed  subsidies,  irrespective  of  the 
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weight  of  letters  and  other  matter 

carried? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febousson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  A  statement  in  the  sense  of 
paragraph  one  of  the  question  has  been 
made  more  than  once ;  but  it  is  incom- 
plete, misleading,  and  not  quite  accu- 
rate. The  prices  mentioned  are  paid 
to  the  contractors  fpr  the  packet  ser- 
vice to  New  York  in  consideration  of 
their  stopping  their  steamers  at  Queens- 
town  after  leaving  the  Mersey,  and 
then  conveying  the  mails  to  New 
York.  When  the  United  States  Post 
Office  employs  the  return  British 
steamer  from  New  York  it  does  not 
require  the  owners  to  stop  at  any  other 
port  to  receive  mails;  and  the  price 
paid  for  the  mere  conveyance  is  one 
shilling  and  ninepence  halfpenny  a 
pound  for  letters  and  postcaxds,  and 
twopence  a  pound  for  newspapers,  &o. 
For  oonveyanoe  by  steamers  sailing 
under  the  ITnited  States  Be^stry^,  the 
American  Post  Office  pays  six  shiUings 
and  eightpence  a  pound  for  letters  and 
postcards,  and  fourpence  a  pound  for 
newspapers.  Sua.  The  British  con-' 
tractors  are  not  required  to  make  any 
distinction  between  bags  of  letters  and 
bags  of  newspapers,  but  are  bound  to 
provide  a  suitable  and  secure  place  for 
the  whole  mail.  The  system  of  paying 
different  rates  for  the  conveyance  of 
letters  and  nevrepapers,  &a.,  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  ^tish  Post  Office,  bat 
is  common  to  the  transit  system  of  the 
whole  postal  world,  and  co-exists 
naturally  with  the  difference  in  postage 
rates.  The  British  Post  Office  has  not 
attempted  to  upset  the  transit  payment 
system  of  the  whole  world,  but  has 
pursued  the  policy  of  making  the  best 
bargains  it  can  from  time  to  time ;  and 
there  is  no  present  intention  of  depart- 
ing from  that  practice.  The  plan 
adopted  for  ootaining  subsimsed 
packet  services  at  the  lowest  market 
price  is  to  invite  tenders,  not  to  make 
offers ;  and  no  such  offer  b»  is  suggested 
in  paragraph  six  has  been  made  or  is 
in  contemplation.  The  answer  to 
paragraph  seven  is,  "  Yes." 

Mb.  HENNIKEB  HEATON  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
any  vessels  have  taken  mails  under  the 
Amerioan  register  from  New  York  to 
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England,  and  how  long  has  the  prac- 
tice been  followed  ? 

SiE  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  I  am 
not  able  to  answer  that  question  with- 
ont  notice. 

ANCIBNX  HUMAN  REMAINS  AT 
RATHMORE. 

Mr.  CABBW  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  quite 
recently  certain  road  oontractors,  while 
excavating 'for  gravel  in  the  ancient 
moat  of  Bathmore  in  County  Kildare, 
came  upon  human  remains,  which 
showed  That  the  moat  was  used  as  a 
cemetery,  and  that  several  skeletons 
were  exhumed  and  left  exposed  ;  and 
whether  he  will  order  the  moat  to  be 
enclosed,  and  thus  prevent  any  further 
desecration  of  the  place  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  lam  informed  that 
about  three  weeks  ago  some  very  old 
human  bones  were  found  at  the  place 
mentioned.  The  County  Inspector  is 
in  communication  with  the  contractors 
and  with  the  tenant  and  landlord  of 
the  land  with  a  view  to  the  place 
being  preserved  bom  further  inter- 
ference. 

CONVICTS  AND  LIFE  INSURANCE. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  it  has  come  to  hie  knowledge 
that  a  man  lately  discharged  from 
Portland  Prison  applied  to  the 
Governor  for  certain  information  from 
the  medical  rebord  at  Portland  con- 
cerning his  health  during  the  last  two 
years  of  his  imprisonment  there ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  informa- 
tion asked  for  is  required  by  an 
Insurance  Company  before  the  man 
can  have  his  hfe  insured  for  the  benefit 
of  his  family  ;  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  and  as  the  information 
can  only  be  supplied  by  the  prison 
doctor  under  whose  care  he  was  for 
the  term  specified,  he  will  cause  the 
Governor  to  give  it  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  fMr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  :  Yes, 
Sir,  I  am  aware  of  this  case.  I  have 
given  directions  that  the  medical 
officers  shall  give  any  information  in 
their  possession  to  any  Insurance  Com- 
pany that  may  apply  for  it. 


RE-AODRESSED  LETTERS. 

Mb.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Safifron 
Walden) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
Gtonerd  whether,  under  the  new  regu- 
lations as  to  re-addressed  letters,  aU 
such  letters,  if  not  re-]^ted  vnthin 
twenty-four  hours  of  arrival,  are  sub- 
ject to  an  extra  chat^  of  twopence 
each  instead  of  one  penny,  as  under 
the  old  arrangement  ;  and  whether,  as 
many  persons,  such  as  commercial 
travellers,  &c.,  are  prejudiced  instead 
of  benefited  thereby,  he  will  consider 
the  desirability  of  a  further  alteration 
in  the  arrangement  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  The 
extra  charge  would  only  be  made  if 
such  letters  were'  not  prepaid ;  but  the 
arrangement  seems  liable  to  cause 
inconvenience  in  certain  cases,  and  I 
propose  to  amend  it,  so  that  a  single 
fee  only  shall  be  chsoged. 

THE  CASE  OF  CONVICT  QILKS. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  Ms  atten* 
tion  has  been  drawn  to  the  case  of  a 
man  named  Lewis  Gilks,  late  of  the 
24th  South  Wales  Borderers,  who  was 
sentenced  by  Court  Martial  at  Banakhat 
in  1890  to  five  years'  penal  servitude 
for  shooting  with  intent  to  kill  in  a 
quarrel  with  a  fellow-soldier,  and  is  at 
present  serving  his  sentence  in 
Portland  Prison  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Gilks,  who  bore  an  excellent 
character  in  the  Army,  and  was  highly 
commraded  for  bravery  and  soldierly 
conduct  by  Colonel  Bromhead,  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  shooting  for  whioh  he 
was  convicted,  invalided  from  Burmah 
to  Banakhat  suffering  from  jungle 
fever,  and  that  no  injury  was  done  by 
the  shooting ;  whether  he  was  aware 
that  an  infiuentially  signed  Memorial, 
supported  by  Colonel  Bromhead,  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  Home  Office, 
praying  for  the  release  of  Gilks ;  and 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  considering  that  Gilks 
has  already  been  over  two  years  in 
prison,  he  will  take  his  case  into  con- 
sideration with  the  view  to  dischai^iiDg 
him  on  a  ticket-of-leave  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  a  man 
named  Lewis  Gilks,  late  of  the  24th 

DigitizeO  by  GooqIc 


IMi      TU  dhief  Constable      {tOlSMO^S}         of  Sadnorskire. 

Creane,  Roche,  and  Fitzgerald,  alleged 
to  have  been  returned  to  the  Cork 
Board  of  Guardians  by  means  of  the 
forgery  of  proxy  voting  papers,  refused 
to  take  evidence  on  the  question  of 
forgery,  on  the  grounds  that  he  ^ajor 
Kirkwood)  could  not  eo  outside  his 
instructions ;  and  whether,  as  it  was 
to  investigate  chaises  of  foreery  that 
the  inquiry  was  asked  for,  and  as  one 
of  the  three  Qnardians  (Mr.  Fitzgerald) 
has  been  convicted  of  eight  charges  of 
forgery,  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  so  extend  the  scope  of  the  inquiry 
as  to  enable  Major  Kirkwood  to  take 
evidence  as  to  forgery  ? 


South  Wales  Borderers,  who  was 
sentenced  by  Court  Martial  at  Kana- 
khat  in  1890  to  five  years'  penal 
servitude  for  shooting  with  intent  to 
kill  in  a  quarrel  with  a  fellow-soldier, 
and  is  at  present  serving  his  sentence 
in  Portland  Prison.  I  gather  from  a 
Beport  from  the  Horse  Guards  that 
evidence  of  the  prisoner's  good 
character  was  before  the  Court  which 
tried  him,  but  the  Beport  is  silent  as  to 
the  other  allegations,  that  he  bore  an 
excellent  character  in  the  Army  and 
was  highly  commended  for  bravery 
and  soldierly  conduct  by  Colonel 
Bromhead,  and  that  he  was  suffering 
from  jungle  fever,  while  no  injury 
was  done  by  the  shooting.  The 
Memorial  was  sent  to  the  Horse 
Guards,  and  not  to  the  Home  Office. 
The  case  has  been  fully  considered  by 
the  Military  Authorities,  and  I  am 
informed  that  they  are  unable  to 
recommend  any  mitigation  of  the 
sentence. 

ELECTION  OP  GUARDIANS  IN  CORK 
XJNION. 

Mr.  PATBICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireliuid 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Beoorder 
of  Cork  has  confirmed  the  sentences 

fiven  against  Mr.  Edward  Rtzgerald, 
'.L.G.,  of  Cork  Union,  in  eight  cases 
of  forging  and  tendering  proxy  voting 
papers  in  his  own  favour  in  the  late  GuEir- 
dians  election ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  propose  to  remove 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  from  the  Board  of 
Guardians  and  order  another  election ; 
if  so,  when  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Becorder  of  Cork  has 
confirmed  the  convictions  against  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.  The  Board  have  accord- 
ingly taken  steps  to  set  aside  his 
election,  and  for  the  ordering  of  an 
election  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
thereby. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Major  Kirk- 
wood, Local  Goremment  Board  In- 
spector apjpointad.  to  ooadoot  an  inquiry 
into  thd  «raft|jtttattfl|te(uidi^  the 
eleotion  of  tBi^^^^^^BI^  .luHn* 

.  Mr.  Mam 


Mb.  madden  :  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  have  been  misinformed.  The 
only  cases  in  which  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Inspector  dedined  to  take  evi- 
dence in  regard  to  fo^ery  were  tiiose 
in  respect  of  which  no  votes  bad  been 
allowed,  and  which  therefore,  even  if 
they  were  forged,  did  not  affect  the  re- 
sult of  the  election  ;  but  where  it  was 
alleged  that  votes  had  been  recorded  by 
the  returning  officer  in  respect  of  the 
forged  papers  evidence  was  taken  by 
the  Inspector.  The  Local  Government 
Board  see  no  necessity  for  re-opening 
the  inquiry. 

THE  CHIEF  CONSTABLE  OF  RADNOR- 
SHIRE. 

Colonel  HILL  (Bristol,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Alfred  Thohas,  Glamorgan,  B.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Badnorshire  County 
Council  have  fixed  the  liinit  of  age 
from  twenty-five  to  forty  for  oan^dates 
for  the  post  of  Chief  Constable  of  the 
county,  although  the  limit  is  laid  down 
at  forty-five  by  the  Police  Act ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  By  the  rdes 
made  under  2  and  3  Vict.,  c.  93,  the 
limit  of  age  prescribed  for  candidates 
for  the  post  of  Chief  Constable  is  forty- 
five.  I  am  advised  that  it  is  within  toe 
discretion  of  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
iiiittee  of  a  County  Council  to  curtail 
this  limit,  althougn  it  is  not  open  to 
to  extend  it.      ^  . 
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LAND  REGISTRATION  AND  THE  IRISH 
LAND  COMMISSION. 

Mb.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  if  he  will  explain  how  it  hap- 
pened that,  althoogh  a  circular  dated 
1st  March,  1893,  was  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commissioners  issued  to  the  purchasers 
of  land,  informing  them  that  they  could 
have  their  purchases  registered  gratis 
under  the  Local  Registration  of  Title 
Act,  1891,  and  designating  the  Clerks 
of  the  Crown  and  Peace  for  counties  as 
the  proper  persons  to  apply  to  for 
registration  purposes,  a  number  of  pro- 
prietors in  the  County  of  Waterford, 
on  applying  to  Mr.  Dennehy,  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  and  Peace  for  the  County 
and  City  of  Waterford,  were  informed 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter,  and  directed  them  to  Mr. 
McCoy,  solicitor,  Waterford,  the  local 
Registrar,  who  informed  them  his  fee 
in  each  case  would  be  £2,  even  if  the 
farm  consisted  of  only  five  acres  ;  are 
the  intentions  of  the  Act  correctly  indi- 
cated in  the  circular  or  in  the  replies 
of  Mr.  Dennehy  and  Mr.  McCoy ;  and 
will  the  Land  Commission  be  directed 
to  issue  (Nearer  information  concerning 
the  exact  intentions  of  the  Act,  or  if  the 
oiroolar  is  correct  will  officials  be  re* 
quested  to  throw  no  unnecessary  dis- 
couragement m  the  way  of  persons 
availing  themselTes  of  the  proTisionsof 
the  same  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  It  is  expressly  pro- 
vided by  the  Local  Registration  of  Title 
Act  that  a  tenant  purchaser  shall  be 
entitled  to  registration  within  one  year 
'mthottt  dbuirge  for  office  fees.  I  will 
communicate  with  the  local  Registrar, 
for  I  cannot  help  thinking  there  must 
be  some  mistaJie  as  to  the  facts.  Of 
Gotirse,  if  the  tenant  purchaser  finds  it 
necessary  to  employ  a  solicitor,  that 
would  not  be  covered  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
facilitate  registration  in  every  possible 
way  under  the  Act.  I  am  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Land  Commission 
and  others,  and  no  effort  will  be 
spared  to  influence  Local  Bodies  in 
facilitating  the  application  of  the  Act. 
A  large  number  of  tenant  purchasers 
have  taken  advantage  of  it,  and  I  hope 
it  may  be  possible  to  simplify  the  pro* 
oedure  to  make  tegistratitm  more  aoces- 
sible  than  it  is  at  present. 


8KIBBEREEN  POST  OFFICE. 

Mb.  THOMAS  HEALY  (Wexford, 
N.)  (for  Mr.  Maitbicb  HeaIiT, 
Cork) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  resolution  of  the  Skib- 
bereen  Town  Commissioners  as  re- 
gards the  inconvenience  and  un- 
suitability  of  the  existing  post  office 
in  Skibbereen ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  a  suitable  site  has  been  offered  to 
the  Department,  situated  in  a  con- 
venient and  central  position,  and  that 
post  offices  have  been  built  in  other 
Irish  towns  with  a  smaller  population, 
a  post  office  will  be  built  at  Skib- 
bereen? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  Yes,  Sir, 
and  the  district  surveyor  has  been  in  con- 
stant correspondence  with  the  town  clerk 
on  the  subject.  I  hope  that  a  satis- 
factory result  will  be  obtained.  It  is 
usual  in  similar  towns  for  the  post- 
master to  rent  an  office,  the  Department 
furnishing  the  rent.  i?he  Department 
is  anxious  that  a  suitable  office  shall 
be  provided  at  Skibb^een,  the  present 
accommodation  being  insufficient. 

FAIR   RENT.  AFPLICATIONB  IN 

COUNTY  CORK. 

Mr.  THOMAS  HEALY  (for  Mr. 
Maubice  Healy)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  Genersu  for  Ireland  if  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  are  now  able 
to  state  when  a  Sub-Commiuioner  will 
sit  in  the  County  Cork  for  the  hearing 
of  fair  rent  applications  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN:  The  Irish  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  Sub-Com- 
missioners were  continuously  employed 
in  the  County  Cork  from  December, 
1887,  to  the  22nd  August,  1891,  during 
which  period  there  were  at  times  as 
many  as  six  Sub-Commissioners  working 
in  that  county  at  the  same  time,  and  at 
no  time  less  than  two.  A  Sub-G<nn- 
mission  will  probably  oommenoe  its 
sittings  in  that  county  at  the  be^^nning 
of  the  next  Cirooit. 

GOVERNMENT  DRAWING  EXAIONA. 

TI0N8. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Gooncil  on  Bdoeatim 
whether  his  attentioD  has  been  sailed 
jto  Ibrgreslly  inonMed  dU^salljp'  of  'th« 
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test  copy  in  the  last  exammation  in 
second  grade  freehand  drawing ;  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  notice 
was  given  of  the  intention  to  make  the 
test  more  difficult  than  in  former  years, 
and  also  of  the  endeavours  now  being 
made  bv  teachers  of  advanced  age  to 
obtain  cfrawing  certificates  in  order  to 
retain  their  present  positions,  he  will 
instruct  the  Inspectors  of  tiie  Science 
and  Art  Department  to  deal  leniently 
with  the  candidates  at  the  forthcoming 
examination  ;  and  whether  he  can 
assure  the  existing  teachers,  who  have 
satisfied  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of 
Schools  by  their  teaching  of  drawing, 
that  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
obtain  a  certificate  from  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  ? 

The  vice  PBESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  William  Habt  Dyke, 
Kent,  Dartford) :  The  teat  copy  in  the 
last  examination  was  intentionally 
made  more  complex,  and  in  that  sense 
more  difficult,  with  a  view  to  afford  the 
candidates  more  opportunity  of  show- 
ing their  ability,  and  the  examiners  of 
testing  their  skill.  But  the  examiners 
will,  in  making  their  awards,  take  into 
account  the  nature  of  the  test  copy 
prescribed,  and  there  is  no  intention  of 
raising  the  standard  abruptly.  Whe- 
ther at  any  future  time  the  Science  and 
Art  Department's  certificate  will  be 
required  must  depend  on  further  ex- 
perience of  t^e  operation  of  the  present 
rule.  But  it  is  most  improbable  that 
those  existing  teachers  who  have  shown 
by  the  results  of  their  teaching  that 
they  are  qualified  to  teach  drawing  will 
be  required  to  obtain  a  certificate,  and 
it  is  the  intention  of  both  Departments 
to  administer  the  regulations  on  the 
subject  with  special  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  older  olass  of  teachers. 

SWAZILAND. 

Mb.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  territories  of  Zanbana 
and  M'Begisa  on  the  future  of  Swazi- 
land and  the  newly-annexed  portion  of 
Amatonaaland,  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  will  act  on  the  advice  given  by 
Sir  Charles  Mitchell,  Governor  of  Zulu- 
land  in  1689  [C.  62001,  and  annex  the 
said  territories,  or  ouerwiae  ^event 

Mr.  Talbot 


foreign  influence  obtaining  control  over 
the  Lebombo  Mountains  ? 

*The  UNDEE  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
J.  W.  LowTHEE,  Cumberland,  Penrith) 
(who  replied) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
(Baron  H.  de  Worms) ,  who  is 
imavoidably  absent,  has  asked  me 
to  say,  in  view  of  the  |>roTi8ioD8 
of  the  Swaziland  Convention,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
consider  it  open  to  them  to  entertain 
a  proposal  to  annex  the  territories  of 
these  chiefs.  They  are  not  aware  that 
any  foreign  influence  is  obtaining  con- 
trol over  the  Lebombo  Mountains,  and 
are  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  pre- 
venting such  a  result. 


Mb.  LAWRENCE  :  I  beg  to  usk  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment intend  to  facilitate  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbour  and  railway 
from  Sordwana  Point  to  the  Swaziland 
frontier  under  the  concessions  granted 
by  native  chiefs  to  Colonel  Coope  ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  whole  of 
the  Correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  in  reference  to  Colonel  Coope's 
concessions  between  the  Governor  of 
Zulnland,  the  Colonial  Office,  the 
Mapootaland  Syndicate,  Mr,  Van  Laun, 
and  others  interested  in  the  scheme, 
from  the  year  1883  up  to  the  present 
time,  including  the  recommendations 
from  the  following  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce— namely,  London,  Birminghami 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Liverpool,  and 
Sheffield? 

•Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (who  re- 
plied) :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  re- 
ferred for  the  consideration  of  iha  High 
Commissioner  in  South  Africa  and 
Governor  of  Zululand  the  question 
whether  permission  con  be  granted  for 
laying  a  railway  between  Sordwana 
Bay  and  the  western  limit  of  British 
Zulu  territory.  If  they  report  favour- 
ably the  permission  will  be  granted 
by  the  Zululand  Government,  and  will 
not  be  a  concession  from  the  local 
chiefs.  The  Correspondence  referred 
to  in  the  second  part  of  the  question  is 
incomplete,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
cannot  undertake  at  present  to  lay  it 
befote  Parliament.         ^  . 
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Dr.  CLABK  (GaithnesB) :  Can  the 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether,  before 
any  each  concession  is  granted,  com- 
munication will  be  made  with  the 
Powers  having  authority  over  the 
neighbouring  territory  ? 

*Mb.  LOWTHBR  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  notice  of  that  ques- 
tion to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
tot  the  Colonies. 

MR.  PURDIEB  CASE. 

Mr.  EldHARD  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Islington,  :  I  begto  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  give  any 
further  information  as  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Purdie,  arrested  by  the  French 
police  on  a  false  charge,  and  for  several 
days  refused  permission  to  commimi- 
oate  with  the  British  Ambassador  ? 

*Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHBB :  The  French 
GoTemment  have  expressed  regret  for 
the  nnfortuiiate  mistake  by  which 

Messrs.  Purdie  and  Lockwood  have 
been  subjected  to  serious  personal  in- 
convenience ;  but  they  maintain  at  the 
same  time  that  the  police  acted  with 
perfect  good  faith,  and  that  French 
citizens  would  have  been  similarly 
treated  under  similar  circumstances. 
With  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the 

Ssrmission  to  communicate  with  the 
ritish  Embassy,  further  oommunioa- 
tione  are  in  progress  with  a  view  to 
arriving  at  an  arrangement  for 
similanty  of  treatment  in  such  cases  in 
the  two  countries. 

SCOTCH  PRISONS. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
^Lanark.  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  it  is  his  intention  to 
snbmit  proposals  to  the  Treasury  con- 
sequent upon  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  on  Scotch  Prisons,  in 
time  to  enable  effect  to  be  given  to  it 
before  the  Dissolution  ? 

*Thb  lord  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
]^ABBONt  Edinbni^h  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universitira) :  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land intends  immediately  to  submit 
proposals  to  the  Treasury  relative  to 
this  subject,  but  is,  of  course,  unable 
to  say  whether  effect  will  be  given  to 
them  before  the  Dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. 


METROPOLITAN  CABS. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  the  police 
have  any  instructions  to  take  the  num- 
bers of  and  summon  cabmen  who  seek 
for  fares  while  "  crawling  "  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  The  police  in- 
structions provide  generally  for  carrying 
out  the  Acts  relating  to  public  car- 
riages, and  the  Orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  made  under  those  Acts.  By 
an  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  10th  March,  1871,  the  police  are 
enabled  to  summon  drivers  of  cabs  ior 
plying  for  hire  elsewhere  than  at  some 
standing  or  place  appointed  for  that 
piupoae,  or  for  causing  obstruction  by 
loitering  or  wilful  misbehaviour. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
There  are  no  other  special  instructions 
in  reference  to  cabmen  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  No. 

POST   OFFICE   ACCOUNTS  AND 
VOUCHERS. 

Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  a  letter 
dated  13th  May,  1890,  and  signed  by 
W.  Harris  Nicolas,  as  chief  clerk  to 
the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department, 
that,  under  an  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  Right  Honourable  H.  G, 
Raikes,  M.P.,  as  Postmaster  General, 
and  Sir  Charles  Lister  Ryan,  the 
Auditor  General,  all  Touchers  r^tive 
to  Post  Office  accounts  to  the  year 
1881-2  inclusive  have  been  destroyed ; 
and  whether  he  will  consent  to  furnish 
the  litigants  in  the  actions  of  WiUiam 
Hind  V.  the  Right  Honourable  W.  H. 
Smith,  as  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  others,  1888,  Joseph 
Steer  Christopher  v.  the  same,  and 
William  Hind  v.  the  Postmaster 
General,  with  verified  copies  of  such 
vouchers  for  £8,000,000,  and  also 
allow  them  or  their  agents  to  inspect 
the  books  and  documents  of  the 
Electric  and  International  Telegraph 
Company  and  the  United  Kingdom 
Electric  Telegraph  Company  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  It  is  the 
fact  that  all  Post  Office  accounts  and 
vouchers   for   the  year  1881-2  have 
been  destroyed.    As  regards  the  re-  .. 
tention  of  Post  Office  accounts  and 

Digitized  by 


1975      Examhtatums pr       {CX}MM0N3f        CmUma  (^cm.  1376 


vonohers  at  the  Audit  Office,  the  only 
requiiement  of  the  Post  Office  is  that 
they  shall  not  be  destroyed  within  six 
yean,  the  period  fixed  by  the  Statute 
of  Limitations.  This  requirement  was 
communicated  to  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  in  1880,  on  the  advice 
of  the  solicitor  to  the  Department,  and 
has  since  been  maintained. 

EVENING  TECHNICAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  BANEIN  (Herefordshire,  Leo- 
minster): I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether, ,  in  view  of  the 
new  regulation  in  the  Code  of  1892, 
Section  106,  Stib-section  (b),  paragraph 
(v),  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
Technical  Instruction  Committee  of 
any  County  Council  to  aid  any  evening 
schools  with  respect  to  those  scholars 
who,  having  passed  the  fifth  standard 
in  an  elementary  school,  are  presented 
for  examination  in  any  special  subjects 
which  are  permitted  to  be  taught  by 
the  Science  and  Art  Department  as 
technical  instruction  subjects? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABT  DYKE: 
There  is  nothing,  so  far  (ut  I  am  aware, 
to  prevent  a  Local  Authority  giving  aid 
to  evening  schools  in  respect  to  those 
scholars  who  under  Article  106  (b^  (v) 
of  the  Code  are.  no  longer  receiving 
instruction  in  the  obligatory  or  standard 
subjects. 

EXAMINATIONS   FOR  CUSTOMS 

OFFICERS. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury will  he  explain  why  the  Board  of 
Customs  gave  no  previous  notice  to  the 
candidates  attending  the  recent  exami- 
nation for  the  position  of  first-class 
exfunining  officer  what  subjects  would 
be  obligatory,  what  standard  of 
efficiency  they  would  require,  or  what 
value  was  attached  in  marks  to  each 
paper  or  question;  and  whether  any 
value  was  given  by  the  Board  of 
Customs  to  the  official  characters  pre- 
viously earned  by  the  candidates  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) : 
AU  the  sobjaeta  at  such  waminationa, 

Sir  Jamss  Ferguuon 


which  are  of  a  practical  nature,  are 
obligatory,  and,  therefore,  no  notice  to 
this  effect  was  necessary.  It  has  not 
been  the  practice,  nor  do  the  Board  of 
Customs  think  it  desirable,  to  announce 
the  standard  of  efficiency  required  or 
the  number  of  marks  to  be  assigned  to 
each  paper  or  question.  Special  inquiry 
was  made  as  to  the  official  character  of 
each  candidate,  and  none  but  candi- 
dates approved  by  the  Board  were  per- 
mitted to  be  examined. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a 
knowledge  of  gauging  was  obligatory  at 
the  recent  examination  for  the  position 
of  first-class  examining  officer,  and,  if 
so,  will  he  explain  why  officers  who  had 
no  practical  acquaintance  with  this 
duty  were  successful,  and  passed  over 
the  heads  of  senior  practical  gangers ; 
and  how  many  officers  were  admitted 
as  having  "approved"  characters  for 
promotion  to  the  examinaticm,  wherein 
all  the  subjects  were  obligatory,  who 
from  their  first  appointment  to  the 
second  class  of  examining  officers  had 
only  performed  two  or  three  out  of  the 
four  kinds  of  duty  on  which  they  were 
examined ;  and  why  the  Board  did  not 
have  the  officers  examined  during  the 
day,  but  required  that  they  should  pre- 
sent themselves  after  performing  their 
day's  work,  a  course  ^lich  acted  with 
severity  against  officers  employed 
during  the  very  inclement  weatner  in 
January  gauging  in  the  open  air,  and 
how  may  this  be  remedied  in  future  ? 

Sm  JOHN  GOBST :  Gauging  was 
an  obligatory  subject,  and  of  the  officers 
who  were  successful  all  but  one  pos- 
sessed a  practical  knowledge  of  it. 
The  appointment  of  this  officer — who 
passed  the  written  portion  of  the  exami- 
nation— to  the  first  class  on  probation 
was  postponed  until  he  had  been  in- 
structed practically  and  was  reported 
to  be  an  efficient  ganger.  In  approving 
officers  for  examination  the  Board  had 
to  consider  only  the  character  which 
they  bore  in  the  Service ;  their  fitness 
for  promotion  in  other  respects  was  to 
be  tested  by  the  examination.  Being 
a  test  examination,  it  was  necessary 
that  it  should  be  in  all  cases  on  the 
same  day  and  on  the  same  papers,  and 
the  time  of  day  was  fixed  after  full 
conference  with  the  practical  officers 
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of  the  Department,  who  were  in  direct 
teach  with  the  subordinate  officers. 


Mb.  PATBIOK  O'BBIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  reference  to  the  system  of  award- 
ing marks  at  the  recent  examination 
for  the  position  of  first-class  examining 
officer  of  Customs,  which  may  have 
acted  detrimentally  to  at  least  one 
experienced  senior  officer,  whether  it 
can  be  arranged  that  this  officer,  who 
passed  the  necessary  qualifying  standard 
in  each  subject,  wiU  receive  his  due 
promotion  in  the  grade  ? 

The  CHANCELLOB  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUEB(Mr.  Gk>BCHEN,St.  George's. 
Hanover  Square) :  I  do  not  admit 
that  the  system  was  unfair  to  any  can- 
didate, and  I  see  no  reason  for  treating 
exceptionally  the  case  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers.  'She  case  has 
been  carefully  considered,  and  the 
BcMurd  of  Customs  have  every  desire  to 
deal  impartially  with  every  officer. 

THE  TEOHANBT  COMMITTBB 

REPORT. 

Viscount  EBEINGTON  JDevon, 
Tavistock) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  what 
action  lie  proposes  to  take  on  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Yeomanry  Com- 
mittee ? 

The  financial  SECBETABY  to 
THE  WAB  OFFICE  (Mr.  Brodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  financial 
effect  of  the  Yeomanry  Committee's 
reoommendations  has  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury ;  but, 
spealdi^;  generally,  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the 
changes  recommended  in  the  Beport, 
subject  to  variations  in  some  of  the 
minor  details. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  UGANDA. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  if  Captains  Lu^rd  and 
Williams  have  now  enjoyed  a  much 
longer  spell  of  leave  than  that  usually 
flowed  to  remmental  officers,  and  if 
the  Commander-in-Chief  would  now 
recall  these  officers  to  their  regiments ; 
if  these  officers  now  receive  pay  from 
the  War  Office;  and  if  these  officers 


receive  any  pay  ixom  the  East  Africa 

Company,  or  money  in  any  other 

mt.  BBODBICE :  No  question  of 
leave  arises,  as  these  officers  are 
seconded  in  their  regiments.  The 
period  of  seconding  is  usually  for  five 
years.  They  receive  no  pay  from 
Army  funds,  and  I  have  no  knowledge 
as  to  their  emoluments  from  other 
sources. 


Mb.  PIGTON  (Leicester)  had 
notice  later  on :  To  ask  the  Financial 

Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether 
Captain  Lugard  and  Captain  Williams 
are  in  receipt  of  full  or  half  pay ;  and, 
if  so,  what  services  do  they  render 
Her  Majesty  in  return  for  it  ?  He 
now  said:  I  beUeve  the  question  has 
already  been  answered,  but  am  I  right 
in  understanding  that  neither  of  these 
officers  receives  any  pay  ? 

Mb.  BBOBBICK:  Yes,  Sir,  the 
hon.  Member  is  quite  oorreot.  Neither 
of  these  officers  receives  any  pay  what- 
ever from  the  Army  funds. 


Sib  WALTEB  BABTTBLOT: 
(Sussex.  North  •  West) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the '  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  in  the  Times  of  the  13th 
instant,  with  regard  to  Uganda,  that 
the  British  East  Africa  Company  have 
issued  an  order  to  abandon  it ;  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
allow  the  Company  to  abandon  a  sphere 
which  has  been  allotted  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  whether  any  attempt  is 
to  be  made  to  sustain  Captain  Lugard 
and  his  men  in  the  position  which  &ey 
have  occupied  up  to  the  present  time? 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Before  the 
First  Lord  answers  I  should  like 
to  ask  a  question  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. I  should  like  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  if  care  will  be  taken  that  any 
additional  force  under  Captain  Lugard 
will  not  be  used  either  directly  or  in- 
directly for  the  purpose  of  confiscating 
the  property  of  Catholics  or  of  taking 
their  lives  ? 

The  FIBST  LORD  of  the  TEEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan), 
I  have  to  say  thai  oe  appeara  tp 
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awume,  firstly,  that  Captain  Lugard 
has  been  employed  in  the  destruction  of 
the  Catholics ;  and,  secondly,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Govemment  have  approved 
of  that  course.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  is  entirely  in  error  in  both 
those  assumptions.  With  regard  to  the 
question  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  I 
have  to  say  that  I  believe  the  Company 
have  sent  instructions  to  their  agents 
to  retire  from  Uganda  at  the  end  ofthe 

Tear.  The  Govemment  have  not,  as 
understand  the  matter,  any  power  to 
compel  them  to  stay.  But  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Company's  officers  by  no  means 
implies  the  abandonment  of  thecountry. 
I  can  give  no  opinion  on  the  question 
put  to  me  in  the  last  paragraph  until 
we  obtain  information  as  to  Captain 
Lugard's  actual  position  and  prospects, 
but  I  may  remind  my  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  that  in  our  opinion  the 

? roper  way  to  maintain  our  position  in 
Fganda  is  to  construct  a  railway  to 
the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Victoria 
Nyanza;  that  the  surveys  are  being 
rapidly  proceeded  with,  and  would  so 
far  seem  to  show  that  the  project 
presents  no  engineering  difficulties. 

Sm  W.  BARTTELOT:  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  this 
one  other  question.  As  I  understand 
hia  answer,  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Govemment  that  we  are  to  maintain 
the  sphere  in  which  Uganda  is  situated? 

Mr.  BALFOUR :  I  apprehend  there 
is  no  intention  of  altering  the  sphere 
of  British  influence. 

BIB  HENRY  DRUMHOND  WOLFF  AND 
THE  BUCHAREST  LEGATION. 

Mr.  LEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W., 
Newton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that,  upon  the 
appointment  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  to  the  Bucharest  Legation,  that 
post  was  conv^ted  into  a  first-class 
Mission,  and  the  salary  of  the  Minister 
raised  from  £2.500  to  £3,500  in  con- 
sideration of  its  increased  rank  and 
importance,  whether  he  can  state  why, 
upon  the  promotion  of  Sir  H.  Wolff  to 
another  post,  the  salary  of  his  successor 
was  reduced  by  £1,000,  the  class  of 
tlM  Mission  remaining  unchanged  ? 


Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHEE  :  The  Lega- 
tion in  Boumania  was  raised  to  a  first- 
class  Miasion,  but  the  salary  attaching 
to  the  post  was  not  increased.  The 
allowance  to  Sir  H.  Wolff  was  a  per- 
sonal one,  and  ceased  upon  his  transfer 
to  Madrid. 

Mr.  LEGH  :  Is  it  thought  desirable 
to  continue  the  personal  allowance  on 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  proceeding  to 
his  present  appointment  ? 

Mr.  LOWTHER:  No;  the  allowance 
ceased  on  his  being  sent  to  Madrid. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Does 
not  the  hon.  Gentleman  think  it  is 
desirable  that  some  memorandum  or 
statement  should  be  given,  explaining 
the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  reasons 
for  departure  from  ordinary  practice  ? 

Mr.  LOWTHER :  I  think  such  a 
statement  was  made  at  the  end  of  the 
Session  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
James  Fergusson). 

RIFLE  RANOBS  AT  GREAT 

YARMOUTH. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether, 
having  reference  to  the  recent  Report 
on  the  ][»ropoBed  rai^s  for  military 
purposes  in  the  New  Forest,  he  would 
now  re-consider  the  question  of  estab< 
lishing  ranges  on  the  North  Denes, 
Great  Yarmouth  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  difficulty  in 
the  case  of  the  North  Denes  arises 
from  want  of  room,  but  the  Secretary 
of  Stati  is  still  giving  the  matter  care- 
ful consideration. 

SOLDIERS  AT  POLITICAL  MEETINQS. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  manner  in  which  a  number  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
the  15th  Hussars,  now  stationed  at 
Cahir,  were  employed  in  connection 
with  a  political  meeting  held  in  a  park 
in  Cahir  on  Friday,  the  3rd  June ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  tbe  Hussurs 
were  employed  with  their  horses  and 
waggons  carrying  tables,  forms,  chairs, 
&c.,  from  the  cavalry  barracks  to  the 
place  of  meeting  in  the  park,  and 
another  corps  of  the  same  regiment 
Tf'rp  engaged  in  remoTing  the  foniitnre 
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alter  the  poUtioal  meeting;  and  by 
whose  orders  and  by  what  authority 
were  these  soldiers  so  employed  ? 

Mb.  BEODBICK:  The  following 
telegram  from  the  General  Commanding 
in  Ireland  contains  all  the  information 
I  have  on  the  subject  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question : — 

"  Offloer  oommMiding  ISth  HauaniiatM, 
wtth  rafwatuw  to  inqniry  reipectiiig  potttioal 
meeting  at  Cahir  Park  on  3ra  Jane,  no  boq- 
commisuoned  officers  or  men  of  Mb  regiment 
were  employed,  nor  is  anything  known  of  a 
political  meeting  held  as  stated. 

Db.  TANNBB:  Does  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mean  to  say  that  the  Military 
Authorities  know  nothing  of  the  meet- 
ing being  held  ? 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  the  meeting  was  held  and  the 
officer  knew  nothing  of  it ;  the  infor- 
mation is  explicit  that  no  men  of  the 
15th  Hussars  were  employed. 

Db.  tanner  :  Then  it  is  an  abso- 
lute denial  that  the  men  were  there? 

Mb.  BRODRICK :  I  have  read  the 
telegram,  which  gives  all  the  informa- 
tion I  hare. 

BELFAST   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireuand  whether 
any  furuer  attention  is  being  paid  to 
the  wish  of  senior  and  junior  students 
in  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  for  a 
Summer  Session  for  Anatomy ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  such  a  session  is 
provided  in.Dublin,  and  that  Belfast 
students  requiring  the  additional  course 
are  at  present  compelled  to  take  a 
Summer  Session  at  Dublin  University 
Medical  School,  at  the  Catholic  Univer- 
sity, or  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  alleged  want  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN:  The  President  of 
theQueen'sGollege,  Belfast,  reports  that 
no  application  for  a  Summer  Session 
of  Anatomy  has  been  made  to  him,  nor 
is  he  of  opinion  that  any  necessity  for 
it  exists. 

PRIVATE  NOTICES  AT  UIG  POST 
OFFICE. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master Genend  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  amongst  the  official  notices  in 
the  Uig  Post  Office,  a  notice  h&a 
been    exhibited    of    the    days  tm 

VOIi.  V.      [lomvEB  BBBms.] 


which  rent  will  be  collected  on  the 
Kilmuir  Estate,  and  calling  upon  the 
tenants  to  come  forward  on  the  rent 
days  and  make  payment  of  their  rent 
and  arrears,  so  as  to  put  themselves  in 
a  better  -position  with  the  estate ;  and 
whether  the  postmasters  are  permitted 
to  use  their  premises  for  notices  of  this 
kind? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  A 
notice  such  as  that  described  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  Uig  Sub-Office ;  but  it  was 
removed  by  the  sub-postmaster  some 
days  ago.  It  is  contrary  to  regulations 
to  put  any  private  notioes  among  the 
offieial  notioes. 

EARLY  SCOTTISH  HIBTOBir. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether,  as  the  Chroniclei 
of  the  Picts  and  Scots  and  other  Early 
Menumah  of  Scottish  History,  a  volume 
published  by  the  Treasury,  is  now  out 
of  print,  it  is  intended  to  again  reprint 
it  for  sale ;  and,  if  not,  why  not  ? 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  reprint  the  volume  referred 
to,  as  it  is  not  considered  that  there 
has  been  sufficient  pubHc  demand  to 
justify  the  expense  to  the  public  that 
would  necessarily  be  incurred. 

Db.  CLARK:  Is  the  right  tum. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  book  is  out 
of  pnnt,  and  that  a  premium  of  ten 
shillings  is  charged  for  it,  and  that  no 
one  can  print  it,  the  copyright  being 
with  the  Treasury  ? 

'  SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  beUere  the 
book  is  out  of  print.  The  first  issue 
was  a  small  one,  and  the  public  demand 

does  not  justify  reprinting. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND 
(Sutherland) :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  think  the  book  has  a 
historical  interest  which  should  make 

it  worth  while  to  reprint  it  ? 

*SiE  0.  J.  PEARSON:  I  have  not 
perused  the  book  in  question. 

Dr.  CLARK :  If  the  Treasury  will 
not  reivint  it,  will  they  waive  the  copy- 
right and  allow  others  to  print  it? 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  will  put  that  question  to 
the  authorities  oonoemed'_  . 
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RAILWAY  BERTAKT8  HOITBS  OF 

LABOUR 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  propose  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Cambrian  and 
four  otherrailway  companies  mentioned 
to  the  following  paragraph  on  page  4  of 
the  Report  of  uie  SdjBct  Committee  on 
Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour) : — 

"  Sometimes  long  hoars  are  evideatly  dae 
to  mismaoftgement,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Cambrian,  the  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland, 
and  the  Midland  and  South- Western  Junction 
Railways ;  sometimes  to  a  congestion  of  traffic 
which  ought  to  hare  been  seen  and  provided 
for  by  additional  acoommodatioo  and  addi- 
tional staff,  as  on  the  North  British  and  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  "  ? 

■!=The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TBADE  (Sir  Miohaei.  Hiokb  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.):  I  think  it  appears  horn 
the  recent  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  from  the  papers  presented 
to  the  Committee  that  the  particular 
instances  referred  to  in  this  part  of  the 
Report  were  being  remedied  ;  but  with 
regard  to  the  subject  generally,  I  have 
given  instructions  to  the  railway  depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the 
procedure  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  reference  to  excessive  over- 
time should  at  once  be  carried  out,  as 
far  as  is  possible,  without  fresh  legis- 
lation. 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  a  question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — ^namely,  why  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Railway  Servants  Hours  has  been 
issued  without  the  Minutes  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings which  I  understand  and  believe 
to  be  the  usual  course  ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  general  interest  in 
the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  the  Minutes  of 
the  Proceedings  issued  immediately  ? 
*Sm  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
I  was  informed  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Committee  that  he  had  been  told  by 
the  printers  that,  owing  to  the  great 
length  of  the  alternative  Report  which 
the  hon.  Member  proposed,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  print  as  usual 
the  Report  with  the  proceedings  so  as 


to  be  issued  without  very  considerable 
delay.  As  a  very  inaccurate  state- 
ment of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  already  appeared  in 
the  public  Press,  I  thought  it 
most  desirable,  as  the  matter  was 
one  of  considerable  interest,  that  the 
accurate  Report  should  at  once  be 
issued.  I  therefore  directed  that  it 
should  be  issued  at  once  without  the 
proceedings,  at  the  same  time  directing 
that  the  full  Report  and  proceedings 
should  also  be  issued  as  soon  as 
possible  without  waiting  for  the 
evidence. 

BUIGRATION  TO  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  ANGUS  SUTHERLAND:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer wheti  he  expects  to  intooduoe 
legislation  sanctioning  a  loan  of 
£150,000  to  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment of  emigration  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland ;  and  whether; 
before  doing  so,  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
Correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Government  of 
British  Columbia,  and  a  copy  of  the 
recent  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
Colony  bearing  on  the  same  subject  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  A  Bill  is  prepared 
of  whioh  I  intend  to  give  notice  to-day. 
The  Papers  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  vrill  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

MARRIAGES  IN  INDIA. 

Sm  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  ior 
India  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 

1887,  the  Reverend  Father  Millard,  a 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  was  con- 
victed of  abetment  of  bigamy,  and 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  by  the 
Madras  High  Court,  because  he  had 
solemnised  the  marriage  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  convert  woman,  who  had  been 
deserted  by  her  husband,  although  the 
said  marriage  was  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  Roman  CatboUo 
Church  in  such  oases,  which  have  been 
in  force  among  the  Roman  Catholic 
community  in  India  for  over  300  years, 
and  in  accordance  vrith  whioh  numerous 
such  marriages  have  been  solemniaed 
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throughout  the  country,  both  before 
and  ^ter  the  eBtabliahment  of  British 
role,  and  their  legality  never  previously 
questioned ;  whether  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  will  consider  the  de- 
sirability of  directing  the  Government 
of  India  to  pass  a  short  Act  embodying 
the  original  intentions  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1866,  by  which  the  legidity  of 
all  Buoh  marria^s  may  be  clearly  es- 
tablished with  retrospective  effect,  and 
80  that  Bo  man  Catholic  clergymen  in 
India  may  no  longer  run  the  risk  of 
fine  or  imprisonment  for  performing 
their  duty  ;  and  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  will  cause  to  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  all  Correspondence 
connected  with  the  above  subject  ? 

Mb.  CURZON  :  Father  MiUard  was 
convicted  because  he  solemnised  a 
marriage  between  a  man  and  a  woman 
the  latter  of  whom  by  the  law 
of  the  land .  was  still  the  wife 
of  another  man.  No  steps  were  taken, 
as  they  might  have  h&sn,  under  the 
Native  Converts  Marriage  Dissolu- 
tion Act  of  1866,  to  annul  the  first 
marriage  before  performing  the  second. 
The  Indian  Christian  Marriage  Law 
has  recently  on  two  occasions  been  very 
carefully  revised  by  Acts  II.  of  1881  and 
II.  of  1892,  of  the  Governor  General's 
Council ;  and  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
take  any  further  action  in  the  matter. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  Corre- 
spondence on  the  subject.  The  case  is 
reported  at  page  218  of  the  Madras 
Law  Beports,  Volume  X. 

Sir  roper  LETHBRIDGE  ;  May 
I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  it  to  be 
understood  that  the  only  reason  why 
this  Roman  Catholic  priest  was  con- 
victed of  the  offence  of  marrying  the 
couple  was  the  fact  that  necessary  pre- 
cautions bad  not  been  taken  with  regard 
to  the  former  marriage  ? 

Mb.  OUBZON  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  draw  what  inferences  he  pleases 
from  the  first  part  of  my  answer.  I 
merely  state  the  facts. 

DISTRAINT  FOR  TAXES. 

Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  has  been  in- 
formed that  a  man  named  Bird,  repre- 
senting himself  to  be  a  tax  gatherer  for 
Brixton,  entered  the  dwelling  house, 
No.  10,  Zenoria  Street,  East  Dulwioh. 


and  refused  to  give  bis  name  or  that  of 
his  fellow  visitor,  and  distrained  for 
taxes  which  he  had  never  asked  the 
landlord  for  ;  if  the  said  Bird  is  as  be 
represented  a  tax  gatherer ;  and  if  there 
is  any  redress  for  the  ille^  distraint  ? 

Mb.  GOSGHEN  :  Mr.  Bird  is  the 
collector  of  taxes  for  tJie  district.  The 
taxes  axe  payable  on  or  before  Ist 
January,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
collector  to  recover  payment  of  them 
on  the  premises  assesMd.  Collectors 
of  taxes  are  not  bound  to  apply  to  land- 
lords, and  as  the  tenant  of  the  house  in 
question  failed  to  pay  on  the  repeated 
demands  of  the  oolleotor,  the  latter  had 
no  alternative  but  to  enforce  payment. 
As  to  the  alleged  refusal  of  Mr.  Bird  to 
give  his  natoe,  Mr.  Bird  on  entering  the 
premises  handed  his  warrant  to  the 
tenant,  and  called  attention  to  his  name 
which  was  inserted  therein.  Mr.  Bird 
is  appdnted  by  the  Local  Commis- 
sioners, and  is  not  an  ot^oer  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  Departmeilt.  Any  com- 
plaint as  to  his  conduct  should  be  made 
to  the  Local  Commissioners. 

EIBHNAGHUR  STATE  COLLEGE. 

Sib  roper  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Sectary  of  State  for  India  whether 
any  proposals  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Kisbnaghur  State  College  have  been 
made  by  the  Lieutenant  Gbvemor  of 
Bengal ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  both 
on  the  occasion  of  the  foundation  of 
the  College  and  again  in  1874-6,  large 
sums  of  money  were  subscribed  by  the 
Maharajah  of  Nuddea  and  other  resi- 
dents in  the  district  for  the  endowment 
of  the  College,  and  that  these  sums  of 
money  were  made  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  faith  that  the  district 
would  permanently  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  a  first-grade  State  College;  and 
whether  the  Government  of  Bengal  wiU 
be  instructed  to  take  no  irrevocable 
step  in  the  matter  until  it  has  been 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council. 

Thk  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  In  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Edu- 
cation Commission,  the  Local  Munici- 
pality was  asked  to  take  over  the 
management  of  the  Eishnaghur  College, 
with  a  grant  in  aid;  but  refused  mo 
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offer.  It  is,  however,  still  hoped  that 
the  transfer  of  the  College  to  local 
management  may  be  effected,  and  it 
would  be  premature  to  contemplate  the 
abolition  of  the  College.  The  Govern- 
ment accepted  an  endowment  of  Ba. 
40,000  raised  by  pabUo  subsoiiption  for 
the  support  of  a  B.A.  class.  In  the 
event  <h  the  olraing  of  the  class,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  endow- 
ment. The  subject  is  receiving  very 
careful  consideration  in  India ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  sees  no  reason 
for  issuing  any  special  instructions. 

PETROLBUM   IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  RADCLIFFB  COOKE  (New- 
ington,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  -the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  Petitions  of 
British  shipowners  representing  about 
5,000,000  tons  of  shipping,  and  forming 
a  very  lai^  jnx}portion  of  the  shipping 
using  the  Suez  Canal,  in  which  the 
shipowners  strongly  protest  against  the 
Provisional  Begulations  and  the 
proposed  authorisation  of  the  passage 
of  tank  steamers  laden  with  petroleum 
on  the  Canal  by  reason  of  its  climatic 
and  other  exceptional  conditions,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  shipowners' 
protests  have  been  sustained  to  the 
fullest  in  the  Report  of  the  eminent 
petroleum  authorities,  Sir  Frederick 
Abel  and  Mr.  Boverton  Bedwood,  he 
will  instruct  the  Government  Directors 
on  the  BoEu^  of  the  Suez  Canal  to  urge 
as  Directors  upon  the  Suez  Canal 
Company,  that  the  whole  question 
shall  be  re-considered  with  the  tech- 
nical assistance  of  Sir  Frederick  Abel 
and  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood,  with  the 
object  of  securing  the  protection  of 
navigation  in  the  Suez  Canal  lyider 
Rules  BO  framed  that  the  flags  of  all 
nations  shall  receive  equal  treatment  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  The 
Report  of  Sir  Frederick  Abel  and  Mr. 
Boverton  Redwood  has  been  placed 
before  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Suez  Canal  Company,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  necessary  to  address 
further  instructions  to  the  British 
Directors  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Lime- 
rick, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 

Mr,  Gurzon 


tary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs  whether 
the  police  rights  of  Egypt  in  regard  to 
bulk  petroleum  in  or  on  the  waters  of  the 
Suez  Canal,  or  in  the  ports  situate  in 
or  along  and  adjacent  to  the  Sues 
Giuial,  are  limited  to  the  sale  of  petro- 
leum? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  The  nature 
and  extent  of  the  poUce  rights  of 
Egypt  is  a  subject  over  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  no  control, 
and  on  which  it  is  unable  to  ezprera 
any  opinion. 


Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  Oasm- 
rick,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afftiirs,  in  view 
of  the  position  established  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that  the  Suez  Canal 
Company  cannot  make  Regulations  or 
bye-law8  in  excess  of  the  powers  given 
under  its  concession,  and  the  further 
fact  established  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  the  Egyptian 
Government  is  free  to  enact,  under 
its  police  rights,  regulations  in  relation 
to  petroleum,  will  he  inform  the  Hoose 
what  course  is  left  to  shipowners  in 
the  event  of  a  conflict  between  the 
Regulations  of  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany and  the  Police  Laws  of  Egypt  in 
the  matter  of  bulk  petroleum  in  or 
on  the  waters  of  the  Suez  Canal,  or  in 
the  ports  of  Egypt  situate  in,  along, 
and  adjacent  to  the  Canal  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  The 
question  is  a  purely  hypothetical  one, 
and,  in  any  event,  it  is  not  one  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  determine. 


Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  A&irs  whether,  seeing,  as 
stated'  by  him,  t^t  the  Provisional 
Regulations  of  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany claim  for  the  first  time  to  make 
compulsory  what  has  hitherto  been 
optional.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  advise  the  Suez  Canal  Company 
to  withhold  the  Provisional  Relations, 
pending  the  decision  of  the  Egyptian 
Courts  as  to  the  matter  of  the  legality 
or  illegality  of  the  Provisional  R^ulo- 
tions  now  submitted  for  the  decision 
of  the  International  Courts  of  Egypt? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  On^Pues- 
day  lost  I  replied  to  an  almost  identical 
question  put  to  me  by  the  hoa.  Member 
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for  North  Mayo  (Mr.  Grilly),  and  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer 
which  I  then  gave. 

HACSETBTOWN  AMD  THE  POST 
OFFICE. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  is  aware  of  the  great  inconvenience 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hackets- 
towD  and  the  popolous  districts  sur- 
rounding suffer  for  want  of  a  tel^raph 
Qffioe  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Haoketstown  has  fourteen  fairs  in  the 
year,  and  an  important  weekly  market, 
and  that  a  delivery  fee  of  two  shillings 
is  charged  for  a  telegram  from  the 
nearest  office  at  Kiltegan,  a' distance  of 
three  miles ;  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  and  as  Hacketstown  has 
already  good  post  office  accommoda- 
tion, uid  as  the  cost  of  laying  a  wire 
between  Kiltegan  and  Hacketstown 
cannot  be  much,  he  will  have  telegraph 
eommunication  established  at  Hackets- 
town? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON :  The 
question  of  an  extensioQ  to  Haokets- 
town was  under  consideration  in  1883, 
and  renewed  inquiries  on  the  subject 
have- only  recently  been  made.  It  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  there  is  any 
prospect  of  a  tel^raph  office  at  that 
place  being  remunerative,  and  the  De- 
partment is,  therefore,  not  in  a  position 
to  make  the  extension,  except  under 
'guarantee.  The  amount  of  the  guarantee 
required  could  be  ascertained,  and  com- 
municated to  the  hon.  Member. 

CUSTOMS'  BOATMEN. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  giving  more  favourable 
consideration  to  the  case  of  the  boat- 
men, who  are  termed  by  him  as  the 
"  first  line  of  defence  of  Her  Majesty's 
Revenue  "  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  boatmen  desired  the  abolition  of 
classification  on  condition  that  their 
yearly  increment  of  £1  be  raised  to 
£2  lOs. ;  whether  that  will  be  conceded 
them  now,  or  will  they  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  boy  clerks  as 
regards  increment ;  and  is  he  aware 
that,  before  the  decision  to  abolish  the 
two  dlaases,  a  boatman  could  rise  to 


the  maximum  of  £80  in  seventeen 
years,  whereas  under  the  present 
rigime  it  will  take  twenty-five  years  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  The  Customs* 
boatmen,  as  well  as  all  other  branches 
of  the  Service,  deserve  and  receive  every 
consideration.  The  Board  of  Customs 
are  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Treasury  Minute  wi^  strict  impar- 
tiality. With  regard  to  the  remainder 
of  the  hon.  Member's  question,  certain 
recommendations  have  just  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Customs, 
which  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to 
consider. 


EMMANUEL  HOSPITAL. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  LOWTHER  (West- 
moreland, Applebv) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  will  he  explain  on 

what  grounds  he  has  sanctioned  a 
scheme  for  the  sale  of  Emmanuel  Hos- 
pital, Westminster,  although  the  Charity 
Commissioners  had  refused  their  sanc- 
tion and  the  London  Coimty  Coimcil 
had  also  declared  against  the  sale ;  and 
will  Parliament  have  any  opportunity 
of  pronouncing  a  judgment  upon  this 
proposal  to  destroy  an  ancient  building 
and  to  build  over  an  open  site  in  a 
crowded  quarter  of  the  Metropolis  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sur 
BiCBABD  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
After  most  carefully  considering  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  brought  before  me 
and  given  at  the '  local  inquiry,  and 
personally  inspecting  Emmanuel  Hos- 
pital, I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
the  interests  of  the  Chanty  it  was  not 
possible  to  continue  to  hold  the  existing 
building.  As  the  law  at  present  stands 
Parliament  will  not  have  any  opportu- 
nity of  pronouncing  a  judgment  upon 
the  proposal,  but  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood to  assent  to  the  criticism  on  the 
proposal  conveyed  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  hon.  Member's  question.  I  shomd 
also  like  to  mention  that  the  whole 
matter  is  again  under  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  before  whom  the 
proper  parties  were  represented,  and 
he  has  reserved  his  judgment. 

THEOI^GICAL  TESTS  IN  SCOTCH 
UNIVERSITIES. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Scotch    Universities'  ^Gommispionera 
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have  yet  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
their  Report  relating  to  the  subject 
of  Theological  Tests  in  the  Scotch 
Universitiw,  whidi  it  is  understood 
was  settled  by  them  some  time  ago ; 
and.  if  so,  when  that  Beport  will  be 
printed  and  circulated  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Com- 
missioneiB  have  not  yet  presented  their 
Beport  on  this  subject  to  Her  Majesty, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  terms 
have  not  yet  been  finally  settled  by 
them. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  May  I  ask  the  First 
Lord  whether,  if  it  is  presented  within 
the  next  fortnight  or  so,  he  will  have  it 
printed  and  distributed  at  once  ? 

Mr.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  will  not  have  to  be  laid  on  the 
Table  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE :  It  is,  as  I  under- 
stand, a  Beport  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty. 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  Then  I  wiU  in- 
quire into  the  matter. 

THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  HONIHAN. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Attorney  Gteneral  for  Ireland  what 
are  the  most  recent  reports  of  th^ 

condition  of  John  Honihan,  of 
Derry,  Donoughmore,  County  Cork, 
at  present  undergoing  imprisonment 
in  Mountjoy  Prison,  who  was  recently 
seriously  injured;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  mitigating  circumstances  attend- 
ing his  conviction,  an  early  release  will 
be  recommended  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  for  Ireland  report  that 
the  convict  referred  to  sustained  a  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  bones  of  his  left 
leg.  The  surgeon  of  the  Prison  states 
that  the  case  is  making  satisfactory 
progress.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
already  had  the  conviction  of  this  man 
before  him  on  Memorial.  His  Excel- 
lency found  that  there  were  no  miti- 
gating circumstances  in  the  case,  and 
decided  that  the  law  mast  take  its 
course. 

BUSINESS  or  THE  HOUSE. 
Mb.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Saffion 
Walden) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  he  wiU  move 
to  discharge  Order  No.  24,  Public 
Elementary  Schools  Bill,  to-day  in 

JUr.  Brjfce 


view  of  the  opposition  to  that  measure; 
and  without  expressing  any  personal 
opinion  as  to  the  exemption  of  schools 
from  rating  I  would  ask  him  whetiier 
the  restri^ions  on  the  use  of  schools 
for  meetings  contained  in  the  Bill  are 
not  greater  than  those  which  now  exist, 
so  that  the  Bill  must  be  strongly 
opposed  on  this  side  of  the  House  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpoub,  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  Of  course  I  cannot 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  Bill  in 
answer  to  a  question ;  but  I  may 
express  my  dissent  from  the  view  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  second 
part  of  the  Bill  will  not  confer  a  great 
advant^e  upon  those  who  desire  to 
hold  meetings  in  schools.  With  regard 
to  the  Bill  generally,  I  am  afraid  that 
it  is  now  impossible  to  find  time  to  pass 
it,  as  opposition  has  been  promised 
from  many  quarters,  and  not  alone 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  In 
these  circumstances,  although  with 
very  great  reluctance  indeed,  I  am 
foroed  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  press  tt 
through  during  the  remunder  of  the 
present  Session. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby) :  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  intended  to  be  nere,  and  I 
know  that  it  would  have  been  his 
object  to  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  to  ask  his  considera- 
tion of  the  proprietv  of  doing* 
at  this  stage  of  public  basinees  that 
which  has  often  heea  done  in  former  Par- 
liaments and  former  Sessions — namely, 
to  take  on  the  Saturday  the  last  stage 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill.  The  Amiro- 
priation  Bill  could  then  be  finishol  on 
Saturday  next.  I  have  looked  care- 
fully through  this  long  list  of  Bills  upon 
the  Paper,  and,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions which  I  will  immediately  name, 
I  beheve  every  one  of  these  Bills  could 
be  disposed  of  either  to-day,  Friday,  or 
Saturaay.  We  all  know  that  when  a 
BUI  is  not  (ntposed,  and  when  there 
has  been  no  Amendment  requiring  the 
Report  stage,  the  consent  of  the  House 
is  very  readily  given  to  the  Third  Read- 
ing. I  believe,  with  the  exception  of 
No.  23,  which  is  a  Money  Bill  (the 
Mauritius  Loan  Guarantee),  about 
whi<^  there  will  be  no  diffioulty»  and 
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whioh  reqmres  all  the  stages  to  be 
taken,  that  all  the  Bills  npon  this 
P^>er  eoald  be  disposed  of  by  Saturday 
next  ;  and  this  wotild,  of  course, 
relieve  hem.  Members,  and  allow  them 
practically  to  go  where  they  are  much 
more  wuited  than  they  will  be  here. 
That  applies  equally  to  both  sides.  The 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  has  very  fairly 
said  that  he  will  take  off  the  Paper  No. 
24(the Public  Elementary  Schools  Bill), 
ana  I  imagine  that  for  the  same  reason 
he  will  be  willing  to  take  o£f  No.  9 
(Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill).  I 
have  never  read  the  BiU,  but  the  mere 
title  of  it  shows  that  it  is  an  Ecclesias- 
tical Bill,  and  is,  therefore,  not  an  easy 
Bill  to  piss  at  any  time,  but  especially 
now.  There  is  also  the  East  India 
Officers  BiU  ;  and  the  expression  of 
nnnion  made  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  yesterday  ought,  I  think,  to 
convince  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
that  Bill  ought  not  to  be  proceeded 
with  at  present.  If  these  three  Bills 
disappear  from  the  Government  list,  I 
can  see  nothing  upon  that  list  that 
might  nut  be  entirely  disposed  of  in  the 
present  week.  I  am  aware  that  a 
,  Saturday  Sitting  involves  a  certain 
amount  of  inconvenience;  but  according 
to  mv  calculations  of  the  list,  there 
would,  in  addition  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  be  only  one  Bill  that  would  have 
to  be  taken  on  Saturday,  and  it  is  on- 
o^nsed.  As  to  the  Indian  Budget,  an 
arrangement  might  be  made  wbrneby  it 
coold  be  taken  next  week  if  that  were 
considered  desirable.  I  venture  to 
suggest  these  things  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  consideration.  Of  course, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  give 
notice  until  to-morrow  of  the  Saturday 
Sitting,  but  he  might  consider  the 
propriety  of  it  between  now  and  to- 
morrow. 

Mb.  PIGTON  (Leicester):  Is  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  aware*  with 
regard  to  Order  Ko.  9  (Archdeaconry 
of  Cornwall  Bill),  that  the  opposition 
is  not  entirely  confined  to  this  side  of 
the  House? 

Sm  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  postpone  the  discussion  of  the 
Indian  Budget  to  a  period  when, 
Bceording  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoeite.  ftU  the  Members    of  the 


House,  or  very  nearly  all  of  them, 
would  have  gone  to  their  con- 
stituencies ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  In  reply  to 
my  hon.  Friend,  no  doubt,  if  the 
Indian  Budget  were  taken  next  week, 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  would  have  to  address 
a  very  empty  House,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  that  is  peculiar  to  this 
Session;  for  my  reoolleotion of  previous 
Debates  on  Indian  Budgets  is  that, 
howevw  eloquent  the  speaker  addressing 
the  House  may  be,  the  audience, 
though  select  in  point  of  qtudity,  is 
very  small  in  point  of  quantity.  With 
regard  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  opposite  that  we 
should  have  a  Saturday  Sitting,  I 
should  certainly  have  no  objection  to 
that  course  if  anything  could  be  gained 
by  it,  but  I  should  be  unwiUing  to 
take  it  if  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  it, 
beoause  it  compels  Mr.  Speaker  and 
the  officers  of  the  House  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Members  to  be  here  to 
make  a  quorum.  Now  the  House 
must  sit  next  week,  as  there  must  be 
Business  (rom  the  Lords ;  and  it  is 
impossible  that  we  can  adjourn  until 
the  early  part  of  next  week.  I  there- 
fore do  not  think  that  anything  will  be 
gained  by  having  a  Saturday  Sitting. 
I  do  not  mean  that  this  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  final  answer,  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it  un- 
satisfactonr  I  shall  be  prepared  to  give 
him  a  final  answer  to-morrow. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  I  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  in  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Balfour)  and  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  WUliam  Harcourt).  To- 
morrow, I  hope,  we  shall  have  some 
further  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bills  that  are  to  be  proceeded  with. 
On  the  <niestion  of  the  Saturday 
Sitting,  undoubtedly  we  tbou^t  that 
for  the  sake  of  the  greater  security  of 
expediting  Public  Business  it  might 
be  wise;  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man sees  his  way  quite  clearly  without 
it,  it  is  not  our  duty  to  endeavour 
to  force  it  upon  him  or  upon  the 
House.  I  do  hope  that  when  we  have 
further  information  about  the  Bills  we 
shall  likewise  have  further  information 
(|n  the  subject  of  the  day  of  the  Dissolu- 
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tion.  The  arrangements  of  everyone, 
or  of  those  who  intend,  or  who  have 
youth  and  vigour  sufficient,  to  submit 
themselvra  anew  to  the  constituen- 
cies, are  to  a  considerable  extent  de- 
pendent upon  a  knowledge  of  the  day ; 
and  it  undoubtedly  would  be  a  matter 
of  very  great  ai^  real  convenience, 
with  a  view  to  fixing  a  number  of 
necessary  arrangements,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  could  give  us  some 
further  light  upon  that  subject  to- 
morrow. I  am  quite  in  the  hope  that 
he  will  do  so.  I  believe  that  he  has 
had  some  information  conveyed  to 
him  to-day  on  the  part  of  the  London 
trades  with  respect  to  a  question  which 
was  raised  here  a  few  days  ago  as  to  the 
day  of  polling,  and  if  he  has  had  that 
information  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
receive  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
his  best  attention.  I  am  certainly  in 
the  hope  that  to-morrow  we  shall  be 
put  in  a  tolerably  clear  position  as  to 
the  expectations  of  the  Government 
for  the  final  winding  up  of  the  Business 
and  the  discharge  of  the  necessary 
preliminaries  before  the  Dissolution 
takes  place. 

Mb.  PICTON  :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentieman  say  that  Order  No.  9  will 
not  be  taken  wis  evening  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUB:  It  will  not  be 
taken  this  evening, 

Mb.  CAUSTON  (Southwark.  W.) : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  official  notice  has  been  issued 
by  the  Post  Office  Authorities  with  re- 
gard to  the  acceptance  of  polling  cards 
with  the  name  of  the  voter  only 
written  on  them  at  the  halfpenny  rate  ? 

The  POSTMASTBB  GENEEAL 
(Sir  James  Fbboubbon,  Manchester. 
N.E.) :  Official  notice  has  been  issued. 

OB  DEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (1IU5LAMD) 

BILLu-CNo.  234.) 
OOHSIDEBATION. 

Order  for  Gonuderation,  as  unended, 
read. 

The  chief  SECBETABY  pob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds.  N.) : 
I  understand  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient that  the  Bill  should  be  re-com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  W,  E,  CHad$tim 


Order  disduuf^. 
Bill  re-committed. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.)  . 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  "W.) :  If 
there  are  any  Amendments  to  be  made 
in  the  body  of  the  Bill,  shall  we  have 
to  take  the  body  of  the  Bill  first,  or  the 
new  clanses  first  and  the  body  of  the 
Bill  afterwards? 

The  CHAIBMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES (Mr.  OooBTNBY,  Cornwall, 
Bodmin) :  The  Bill  being  re-oommitted, 
generally  the  procedure  will  be  the 
same  as  ordinarily  in  Committee.  We 
shall  have  to  go  through  the  clauses  as 
they  stand  before  taking  the  new 
clauses. 

Clause  1. 

Mb.  MACAETNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I 
think  the  most  convenient  way  will  be 
for  me  to  move  the  rejection  of  this 
clause  in  order  to  refer  to  the  statement 
made  yesterday  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 
An  Amendment  was  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton), 
and  npon  the  Debate  which  then  took 
pUwe  my  right  hon.  Friend  suggested 
that  he  saw  a  way  of  meeting  the  diffi- 
culty that  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  felt  in  agreeing  to  this  clause. 
The  proposal  he  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  the  effect  that,  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  having  sug- 
gested that  Christian  Brothers  were 
prepared  to  accept  a  form  of  Conscience 
Clause,  he  was  on  his  part  ready  to 
make  &>  recommendation  to  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Eduoa^ 
tion  in  Ireland  to  recousidar  the 
rule  which  prevents  the  Christian 
Brothers  becoming  a  portion  of  the 
national  system  of  education  in  Ireland. 
When  that  statement  was  made  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  I  felt  constrained  to 
say  that  I  could  *  not  give  my  consent 
to  it,  and  that  I  must,  on  behalf  of  my* 
self  and  my  friends,  hold  myself  and 
them  perfectly  free  as  to  any  future 
action  we  may  feel  compelled  to  take 
upon  this  suggested  alteration  of  the 
rule  of  the  National  Board.  That 
action  had  been  commented  upon  in  a 
way  that  I  think  is  somewhat  unfair 
both  to  myself  and  to  my  hon.  Friends. 
It  has  been  suggested  in  some  impor- 
tant quartera  in  the  Prws  that  we  who 
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hon.  Member  for  Bast  Tyrone  (Mr. 
Beynolds)  said  he  objeoted  to  touch 
the  qnestnon  of  denominational  teach- 
ing ;  but  that  if  it  were  touched  at  all, 
it  Bhould  be  dealt  with  as  a  new  prin- 
ciple, and  not  by  introducing  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge.  It  seems  to  me  that 
his  remarks  were  founded  on  the  same 
principle  as  those  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone,  and  I  would  say  that 
I  and  my  hon.  Friends  draw  a  very 
strong  distinction  between  denomina- 
tional teaching  and  the  system  of  mixed 
education.  I  admit  absolutely  and 
frankly  that  the  principle  of  mixed 
education  in  Ireland  has  been  very 
seriously  invaded  not  only  by  Members 
of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church,  but  by 
members  of  the  Episcopalian  and  other 
Churches.  The  principle  that  now  exists 
in  Ireland  is  that  of  mixed  and  un- 
mixed education,  but  denominational 
teaching  is  excluded  from  all  the 
schools  nader  the  Board.  A  member 
of  the  Board  stated  before  a  Boyal 
Commission  in  1870  that  the  intention 
of  the  foimders  of  the  system  was  to 
prevent  any  of  the  children  going  to 
schools  under  the  Board  from  being 
subjected  to  any  religious  teaching  to 
which  their  parents  could  object,  and 
he  went  on  to  state  that  that  principle 
was  carried  into  effect  by  positive  and 
absolute  roles.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  yesterday  said  he  was 
willing  to  recommfflid  to  or  to  lay 
before  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  a  fresh  form  of 
Conscience  Clause.  I  have  since  com- 
municated with  many  gentlemen  who 
would  be  in  a  position  'to  form  an 
opinion  on  this  subject,  and  I  have 
asked  them  to  let  me  have  their  views 
with  regard  to  it.  They  have  done  so ; 
and  their  view  is  that  any  alteration  of 
the  Conscience  Clause  which  exists,  at 
the  present  time  is  objectionable,  and 
would  be  a  d^arture  from  the  principle 
of  this  Bill.  That  being  so,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  assent  to  the  proposition 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  Ihadnooppor- 
tunity  yesterday,  nor  shall  I  have  to- 
day, of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  House 
upon  the  question,  so  I  simply  state 
that  the  proposal  is  one  which,  so  far  aB 
I  can  ascertain,  is  objectionable  tothose 
who  are  best  fitted  to  speak  with 
authority  on  the  subject  of  ednosition 
in  that  pcnrtion  of  Irelaitd  whi^  I 
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were  present  here  yesterday  had  adopted 
an  attitude  that  differed  more  or  less 
materially  from  the  attitude  adopted 
by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
South -Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell),  on 
the  First  and  Second  Beading  of  the 
Bill.  That  I  enturely  contest.  The 
view  which  was  expressed  yesterday  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down  (Mr. 
Bentoul)  appears  to  me  to  be  precisely 
that  expreraed  by  the  hon.  Mnnber 
for  South  Tyrone  on  the  First  and 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill.  I  venture 
to  remind  the  Committee  of  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  He  said,  speaking  on 
the  First  Beading— 

**  The  right  boo.  GentiemMi  drew  attention 
to  the  (act  that,  lUthongh  this  Bystem  of 
national  edacation  was  a  mixed  system,  yet 
by  the  consent  alike  of  Protestwit  and  of 
Catholic  it  was  rapidly  becoming  denomina- 
tional. I  chidleiwe  tbs  tmat  itself  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  deaoripUon  of  the  hot" ; 

and  then  he  went  on  to  say — 

'*!  am  agreeably  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  appears  to  have  taken  a  little 
bit  of  eTerybody'a  adTico,  and  the  only  persons 
left  oat  in  the  cold  are  the  Christian  Brothers. 
The  answer  to  that  is,  let  them  do  as  the 
monastery  schools  do  and  the  convents  do,  and 
they  will  come  under  the  natiODBl  grant  at 
ODOe;  but  eo  long  as  they  inaist  upon  a 
Catholic  atmosphere  in  the  schools,  they  can- 
not expect  the  rules  of  the  National  Board 
npon  wnich  this  system  i«  foanded  to  he  broken 
down  to  suit  tiiem." 

Then,  upon  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
measure,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  alluded  to  this 
peculiar  aspect  of  the  case,  and  drew 
attention  to  some  evidence  given  by  the 
Director,  of  the  Christian  Brothers' 
Schools  before  the  Commission  of  1867, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  general 
character  of  Catholic  denominational 
education,  but  also  with  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  emblems.  Then  he 
went  on  to''8ay — 

"  X  say  that  to  introduce  these  schools  into 
the  national  evstem  of  education  would  be  to 
break  up  the  foundation  principle  of  that  sys- 
tem, lliat  may  be  a  proper  thing  to  do,  but  it 
should  be  done  with  fidr  notice— fairly  and 
^uarely.  There  is  no  reason  why  every  deno- 
minational  school  should  not  be  admitted  if 
the  Christian  Brothers  are  admitted,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Church  should  not  pro- 
ceed straightway  to  endow  religious  teaching 
of  all  kinds.  But  we  in  Ireland  have  disesta- 
blished a  Protestant  Church,  and  we  are  not 
willing  to  endow  another  Church  by  this  in- 
direct hot  thorengb^    eetive  tteans." 
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represent.  I  wish  to  point  oat  that 
the  form  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gbntieman  made  the  propoeaS— I  refer 
to  the  report  of  it  in  the  Times — has  led 
intelligent  and  competent  authorities 
to  entertain  a  dislike  to  it.  I  would 
here  again  refer  to  the  evidence  given 
by  the  member  of  the  Education 
Board  in  Ireland  before  the  Commis- 
mon  in  1870.   When  asked— 

"Are  tbe  smUemB  in  the  aehocds  sash  as 
would  beobjeetloDaUe  toFrateetBiiti?" 

his  reply  was  "  Yes,  I  think  so." 
Now,  having  regard  to  the  various 
objections  which  the  Christian  Brothers 
have  hod  to  comii^  under  the  system  of 
the  National  E^ioation  Board  in 
Ireland,  it  may  be  imagined  that  the 
proposfj  made  yesterday  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jackson)  went  further 
than  it  really  did.  I  will  rrad  what 
the  Pall  Mail  Gazette  says  upon  the 
subject — 


°'  ChrietUn  Brothers, 
MP.  Jackson  agrees,  shaU  partioipate  in  the 
addi«on*I  grants  now  to^  made.  Some 
fonn  of  Conscience  Clause  Ib  io  be  introduced, 
bat  tbe  Cathobo  emblems  are  not  to  be  re- 
moved, nor  of  course  is  Catholic  religious 
uutmotlon  daring  hours  not  devoted  to 
■eenlarieaehfaig  to  be  interfsnd  with." 

It  goes  on  to  say — 

"  And  thus  it  remains  trae  to  say  that  every 
tfasB  of  whiskj  drank  daring  the  BeUast 
CtaTentlon  will  oontribata  something  to  the 
maintenanee  of  Catholic  emblems  in  the 
■eiMKUs  of  the  Christian  Brothers." 

Now,  I  do  not  think  that  the  words 
of  my  hon.  Friend  bear  that  meaning ; 
but  if  the  interpretation  given  to  them 
by  such  an  important  organ— at  all 
events,  in  Radical  circles— as  the  Pall 
Mali  Gazette  is  a  true  one,  and  they 
mean  something  very  different  from  what 
ray  right  hon.  Friend  intended,  it  can 
be  understood  that  I  and  my  hon. 
Friends  are  anxious  to  have  a  definite 
statement  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  to  the  real  extent  of 
the  offer  he  made  yesterday, 
and  which  was  accepted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton). 
This  is  a  matter  of  very  great  import- 
ance, upon  which  land  myhon. Friends 
have  the  strongest  possible  opinions, 
and  I  trust,  therefore,  it  will  not  be 
considered  that  I  have  unduly  taken 
np  the  time  of  the  Committee. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Clause  be  omitted." 
— {Mr.  Macartney.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

(4.44.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.) :  Tbe  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  large  shareholder  in  the 
Pall  Mall  Gazette,  has  certainly 
advertised  that  paper  uncommonly  weu 
in  tbe  House  of  Commons.  The 
leading  article  he  has  quoted  appears, 
to  a  certain  extent,  to  express  trramph 
over  some  of  the  Ulster  Members.  As 
for  the  statement  that 

"  Everr  glass  of  whisky  drank  daring  the 
Belfsst  CoDvention  will  contribute  something 
to  the  maintenaooe  of  Catiiolic  emblems  in  the 
schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers," 

no  doubt  it  is  true  in  a  sense,  as  it 
would  also  be  true  that  every  glass 
drunk  would  help  to  maintain  other 
schools  in  Ireland,  or  that  every 
glass  drunk  at  a  meeting  held  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  British  Goremment 
would  tend  to  the  support  of  the  Briti^ 
Army  and  Navy.  Now,  what  is  the 
present  position  of  affairs  in  the  towns 
of  Ireland?  The  boys  of  the  schools 
are  getting  no  help  whatever  from  tbe 
State,  simply  because  the  Christian 
Brothers  only  receive  assistance  from 
the  Science  and  Art  Department,  which 
is  very  small  and  inconsiderable.  I 
cannot  understand  why  Protestants  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  should  care  so 
much  about  the  education  of  Catholics 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  I  would 
point  out  that  the  Conscience  Glaase 
suggested  by  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
thoroughly  protect  all  Protestants.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Antrim  has  referred  to  the 
article  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  merely 
in  order  to  show  that  his  Party  are  not 
beaten.  But  we  do  not  conuder 
bis  Party  at  all ;  we  only  want 
to  get  a  share  of  taxation  for  uie  edu- 
cation of  boys  in  Ireland.  We  believed 
that  the  result  of  the  compromise  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  that  the  Christian  Brothers 
would  get  a  fair  share  of  the  fee  grant, 
and  it  was  upon  that  understanding 
that  we  withdrew  our  opposition  to  the 
Bill.  On  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  a 
fair  and  straightforward  arrangement, 
and  the  article  read  by  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber nnahi.  not  to  interfere  with  ife. 
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The  CHAIBMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Antrim  made  a  speech 
with  the  object  of  getting  a  declaxation 
from  the  Chief  Seeretaiy,  and  the  dis- 
cussioD  ought  to  be  confined  to  that. 

(4.49.)  Me.  sexton  :  The  question 
at  issue  yesterday  was  whether  schools 
should  he  included  in  the  BiU  unless 
they  were  declared  by  the  State  to  be 
inemoient.  I  withdrew  my  Amendment 
and  a^eed  to  accept  the  concession  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  hon. 
Membw  for  South  Antrim,  on  no  better 
plea  than  some  racy  and  hmnorons 
remarks  in  an  article  in  an  evening 
newspaper,  invites  the  House  to  re- 
open the  question.  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  be  satisfied  with  the  full  De- 
bate which  has  taken  place  with  regard 
to  it,  and  not  agree  to  go  over  the  same 
raroond  again.  Had  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  been  exclnded  from 
the  Bill,  it  must  have  proved  abortive 
in  the  towns  and  cities  of  Ireland,  as  it 
oonld  omet  have  been  oarried  into 
efEect.  As  to  the  form  of  the  Coneoience 
Clause,  I  would  point  out  that  that 
which  is  enforced  in  the  primary 
schools  is  one  which  was  devised  by 
the  Board  itself,  and  that  it  has  never 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
It  is  one  also  that  has  been  constantly 
objected  to,  and  twenty  years  ago  it 
was  condemned  by  a  Boyal  Commission 
consisting  equally  of  Protestants  and 
Catholics.  I  challenged  hon.  Members 
yesterday  to  say  in  what  respect  the 
Gonsoience  Clause  nnder  which  the 
schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers  work 
dijSera  tram  the  Conscience  Clause  en- 
forced in  the  primary  schools  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  There  was  no 
answer.  It  is  substantially  the  same. 
We  desire  not  only  that  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schools,  but  that  the  schools 
of  the  Church  Education  Society  and 
other  Protestant  voluntary  schools  in 
Ireland  should  benefit  by  the  Bill. 
There  was  no  su^stion  to  override 
the  rules  of  the  National  Board,  or 
that '  any  schools  should  be  brought 
under  the  Bill  imless  they  compUed 
\rith  those  rules.  The  suggestion  made 
yesterday  was  that  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  to  conBider  a  re- 
vision of  their  rules,  so  that  they  may 
be  better  applied  to  the  primary  sys- 
tem of  education  in  IreUod.  The  posi- 


tion taken  up  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Antrim  was  that  the 
Commissioners  should  not  be  allowed 
to  consider  the  revision  of  their  own 
rules.  But  surely  you  would  have 
established  a  new  state  of  things. 
Under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  you  would 
have  had  neither  free  nor  compolsory 
education.  The  parents  could  not  have 
been  fined  if  they  sent  their  children  to 
the  Christian  Brothers'  schools,  and 
the  managers  of  those  schools  could  not 
be  compeUed  to  receive  them  without 
payment.  Therefore,  I  say  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Antrim  is  not  entitled  to  serious 
consideration. 

*(4.55.)  Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE 
(Stockport) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  states  that  the  Con- 
science Clause  is  an  absolute  security. 
I  agree  with  him,  and,  therefore,  I  a&k 
what  is  the  necessity  for  the  clause 
relating  to  the  religious  objection  of 
parents  to  send  t^ir  children  to  a 
school?  If  the  Conscience  Clause  is 
an  absolute  protection,  why  is  anything 
more  required  ?  The  insertion  of  this 
provision  is  an  admission  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  it  is  not  a  protection,  and 
opens  the  door  to  the  argument  that 
there  must  be  a  Board  School  in  every 
English  parish,  and  the  effect  of  them 
in  Ireland  may  be  to  do  away  with 
compulsory  education. 

(4.59.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Antrim  has  quoted 
a  newspaper  article,  but  anyone  who 
heard  the  statement  I  made  yesterday 
must  know  that  it  could  not  be  inter- 
preted  as  it  has  been  interpreted  in 
that  article.  The  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  was  as  to  the  Conscience 
Clause  in  the  Intermediate  Act  of  1878, 
which  he  said  the  Christian  Brothers 
preferred  to  the  clause  in  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Education  Board. 
The  question  I  was  asked  was  whether 
I  would  consent  to  refer  to  the 
National  Education  Commissioners 
whether  that  clause  might  be  substi- 
tuted in  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Commissioners  in  place  of  the 
clause  which  now  exists.  I  tried  to 
clearly  express  my  opinion,  and  I  be- 
lieve my  actual  words  were,  "I  decline 
to  make  any  recommendation  to  the 
Education  Gommis^oners."     I  still 
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hdid  that  opinion,  and  I  say  that  the 
proposal  made  to  me  was  one  that  I 
oottld  not  reasonably  resist.  I  shall  not 
disousB  the  question  as  to  whether  or  In 
what  respect  the  Conscience  Clause  in 
the  Intermediate  Education  Act  of  1878 
difiers  from  the  Conscience  Clause  in 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Com- 
missioners, because  I  do  not  desire  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  relative 
merits  of  these  two  clauses.  The 
simple  question  was  that  certain 
schools  in  Ireland  which  objected  to 
the  Conscience  Claase  in  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Education 
Commissioners  were  willing,  and  in 
fact  were  working  under  the  clause 
which  has  been  prepared  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  embodied  in  the  Act  of 
1878.  I  thought,  and  think  still, 
that  the  proposal  was  not  in  itself 
umreasonable,  and  I  certainly  did 
assent  to  the  question  being  referred 
to  the  National  Education  Commis- 
*  sionere  to  say  whether  they  were  able 
to  aooept  that  clause  in  heu  of  that 
included  in  the  rules  and  regulations. 
And,  as  was  stated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton), of  course 
no  grants  will  be  made  to  either  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Schools  or  to  the 
Church  Educational  Schools,  or  to  any 
of  the  other  schools,  without  con- 
forming to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Education  Commissioners.  I 
must  say  that  I  consider  the  inter- 
pretation which  has  been  given  one 
entirely  unwarranted  by  anything  I 
said,  and  I  hope,  after  this  expression 
of  opinion,  my  hon.  Friend  will  feel  that 
there  is  no  justification  for  the  con- 
struction which  has  been  put  upon  it. 

*Mb.  BABTON  (Armagh.  Mid):  I 
desire  to  associate  myself  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sooth  Antrim 
in  reference  to  this  concession, 
whioh  I  quite  understand  my 
right  hon .  Friend  gave,  with  the 
object,  perhaps,  among  others,  of 
ensuring  that  this  valuable  measure 
should  not  be  lost.  While  joining  in 
the  protest,  I  fully  recognise  that,  and 
I  am  sure  the  House  will  agree  with 
the  wish  that  the  Bill  which  will  un- 
doubtedly confer  great  benefits  on  Ire- 
land should  pass.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
will  fully  understand  the  position  in 
which  we  are  placed.  We  are  the  only 
Membors    present   representing  the 
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Ulster  conatituenoiea,  and  those  con- 
stituencies feel  deeply  on  this  question. 
From  the  first,  one  of  the  points  they 

have  insisted  on  is  the  one  now  in 
question.  I  have  received  this  reso- 
lution from  the  Free  Education  Com- 
mittee— 

"The  Committee  desire  to  express  their 
unsbakeo  adherence  to  the  ConBCieoee  Clause 
aa  at  preiient  eoforoed  in  National  Schools." 

Thus  I  am  only  performing  m^  duty  in 
saying  we  regret  that  the  right  non. 
Gentlemui  has  in  any  way  relaxed  that 
rule.  As  I  understand,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  spoken  of  referring  one 
matter  only  to  the  Commissioners  for 
consideration — namely,  the  question  of 
substituting  the  Conscience  Clause  in 
the  Intermediate  Act  for  the  Conscience 
Clause  at  present  enforced  in  the 
national  schools.  I  did  not  hear  any- 
thing further  in  his  speech.  He  said 
that  he  was  only  going  to  refer  tiiat 
matter  to  them,  and  thus  he  cannot 
he  misunderstood  aa  pressing  on  the 
Board  a  course  of  action.  While 
I  think  the  explanation  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  fully  disproved  the 
unfortunate  construction  which  certain 
newspapers  have  placed  upon  his  state- 
ment, my  right  hon.  Friend  will  recog- 
nise that  my  hon.  Friend  and  I  are 
only  representing  the  views  of  the 
Protestant  community  of  Ireland  in 
saying  that  we  do  object  to  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  rules.  We  cannot,  however, 
push  that  objection  to  the  length  of  in 
any  way  stopping  a  measure  which  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  not  only  confer  great 
benefits  upon  Ireland,  but  also  great 
credit  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

The  FIKST  LORD  op  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  am  afraid  that  I 
am  partly  responsible  for  the  in- 
convenience to  which  my  hon.  Friend, 
or,  rather,  the  other  Representatives 
from  Ulster,  have  been  placed  by  not 
being  able  to  be  present  here  at  the 
discussion  of  a  measure  in  which  they 
take  great  interest.  My  hon.  Friends 
will  recognise  that  the  course  of  Busi- 
ness during  the  present  week  has  been 
di£Bcult  to  manage  so  as  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  everybody,  and  that 
really  the  Government  had  no  choice 
but  to  take  the  Bill  on  the  day  we  did 
take  it.  I  had  less  reluctance  in 
coming  to  that  arraogement,  as  I  am 
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oonviooed  that  in  reality  no  question 
has  been  raised  either  yesterday  or  to- 
day whioh  can  Intimately  arouse  the 
susceptibilities  of  any  section  of  the 
Protestant  population  of  Ireland. 
What  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  done 
is  to  promise  that  the  National  Board 
of  Education  should  consider  two 
alternatives  to  the  Conscience  Clanse. 
I  do  not  wish,  of  course,  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  this  clause,  but  I  thinlc 
I  may  say  that  no  one  has  contended 
that  the  Gonacienoe  Clanse  embodied 
by  the  Act  of  1878-^1  Conscience 
dlause  accepted  by  all  the  sections  of 
Irish  opinion  at  that  time,  and  it  never 
has  been  criticised,  so  far  as  I  know, 
by  any  body  of  Irish  opinion  since — 
nobody  will,  I  think,  pretend  to 
contend  that  that  Conscience  Clause  is 
less  stringent  in  its  character  or  less 
capable  of  affording  adequate  protec- 
tion to  all  children,  to  whatever  deno- 
mination they  may  belong,  in  Ulster 
or  any  other  part  of  Ireland.  The 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  went  much  further 
than  that — that  he  proceeded  not 
merely  to  suggest  the  consideration  of 
two  alternatives  to  the  Conscience 
Clause,  but  that  he  alsodesiredto  have 
the  other  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Education  overhauled  with  a 
view  to  modifying  the  present  system 
by  which  education  is  regulated  in 
Ireland ;  and  suggestions  have  been 
made  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  desired 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  open 
vexed  and  most  controvOTsial  questions. 
That  is  not  a  legitimate  condnslon  to 
anything  my  ri^t  hon.  Friend  said ; 
it  does  not  express  either  the  views  or 
intentions  of  the  Government,  and  that 
.being  so,  I  hope  my  two  hon.  Friends, 
who  are  the  only  Bepresentatives  of 
Ulster  present,  will  feel  that  we  have 
not  in  any  way  attempted  to  carry  into 
this  Bill  any  question  to  which  parti- 
cular objection  can  be  taken  by  any 
section  of  Protestant  opinion  in  Ulster 
or  any  other  part  of  Ix«land. 

Me.  SEXTON  :  I  only  wirfi  to  add 
my  deliberate  opinion  that  any  arrange- 
ment whioh  may  be  made  which  does 
not  result  in  the  admission  of  the  volim- 
tary  schools  will  render  this  Act,  so  far 
as  compulmott  is  concerned,  a  dead 
letter. 

*- 


Mb.  BARTON:  I  admit  that  the 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  ■ 
Treasury  has  done  good,  to  my  mind, 
and  while  recognising  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  made  a  statement 
which  it  would  be  disrespectful  not  to 
accept,  I  regret  myself  that  ainy  relaxa- 
tion was  made. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

^Mb.  SYDNEY  GEDGB:  In  refer- 
ence to  this  clause  I  would  point 
out  that  if  no  school  suitable  for  the 
education  of  chUdren  exist  in  a  neigh- 
bourhood, it  is  only  necessary  to  make 
representations  to  the  Education  De- 
partment, and  a  School  Board  district 
can  be  formed.  It  seems  to  me  these 
words  are  really  unnecessary.  If  you 
say  that  no  employer  shall  compel  a 
child  to  attend  a  school  to  which  the 
parent  objects,  the  meaning  is  that  an 
employer  can  compel  a  child  to  attend 
school  if  the  parent  does  not  object. 
That,  however,  is  not  the  case.  An 
employer  cannot,  either  under  the 
Factory  Act  or  under  this  Bill,  compel 
a  child  to  attend  school.  I  consider 
the  words  are  unnecessary  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  rest  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed, 

lo  page  2,  linei  18  and  19,  to  leave  out  after 
« 1891,"  the  words  "  but  no  emplojOT  abaU 
compel  a  child  to  attend  a  school  to  which  ita 
parent  objects  on  reli^oui  ^groands," — (3fr. 

Sydney  Gedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  {Mr.  Madden,  DubHn 
University)  :  The  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  were  yesterday  sug- 
gested from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  and  they  met  with  very  general 
support.  I  do  not  myself  apprehend  the 
disastrous  consequences  which  my  hon. 
Friend  assumes.  I  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Amendment  should  not 
be  accepted. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY:  Yesterday  I 
opposed  the  insertion  of  these  words, 
and  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  neither  the  Government  nor 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  knew 
exactly  what  the  positions  of  the  em- 
ployers and  half-timers  were  thd^ 
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Faoiory  Act  and  nnder  this  Bill.  My 

advice  was  not  taken,  and  I  discovered 
almost  immediately  after  the  decision 
that  the  view  I  took  that  Irish  em- 
ployers were  guilty  of  no  action  peculiar 
to  themselves  was  perfectly  correct. 
They  have  done  precisely  what  is  being 
done  in  England,  and  tn  Scotland,  at 
the  present  moment,  and  has  been  done 
for  some  years — that  is,  they  make  it  a 
condition  of  the  employment  of  chil- 
dxm  as  half-timers  that  the^  shall  go 
to  a  particular  schooL  That  is  all  that 
has  oeen  done  in  Ulster,  and  that  is 
what  is  going  on  at  the  present 
moment  in  England.  The  faon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  (Mr.  Pioton)  put  a 
question  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  for  Education  ^Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke)  to  the  following  effect : — 

"WheUier  be  is  amu*  that  in  the  tovm 
and  district  of  Rochdale,  when  children  are 
taken  from  a  Board  Behool  for  employment 
as  half-timers,  it  ii  frequently  the  practice 
of  their  employers  to  insist  that  the  children 
■bonid  be  taken  from  the  school  preferred  by 
the  parents  and  soot  to  some  other  sdiool 
selected  by  the  employer,  and  most  commonly 
of  a  denominatioDal  character ;  and  whether 
parents  who  send  their  children  into  employ- 
ment as  half-timers  thereby  lose  the  right  to 
the  free  choice  of  a  school:  and,  if  not, 
whether  be  can  take  any  means  to  prevent  the 
inaction  of  this  rif^t  in  Rochdale  and  the 
neighbonriiood  P  " 

The  Vice  President  replied — 

*'  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  do  com^^aint  of  the 
kind  snuested  has  reaelied  the  Department, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  practice  in  the 
matter  calling  for  interference.  It  is  obvious 
that  a  parent  s  right  to  select  a  school  cannot 
be  affaeted  by  the  fact  that  a  child  attends  as 
a  balf-timer,  but  It  may  be  the  case  that  a 
school  is  sometimes  maintained  in  connection 
with  a  factory  in  which  a  child  ia  at  work, 
and  the  child  ts  expected  to4ttend  that  school 
as  a  matter  of  oooTenienee." 

What  the  Vice  President  said  with 
regard  to  England  is  precisely  the 
operation  of  the  law  in  Ireland.  Nor 
are  there  any  means  in  Ireland  more 
than  in  Bofiland  which  can  deprive  the 
parent  of  the  right  to  select  a  school 
for  the  edncation  oi  his  child.  What 
happens  is  this — ^that  in  Ireland,  as  in 
England,  the  employer  says  :  '*  If  your 
child  is  to  be  employed  in  my  factory 
or  mill  as  a  half-timer,  then  I  make  it 
a  condition  of  employment  that  he  or 
she  should  go  to  a  certain  school"; 
and  this  is  not  only  for  the  convenience 
of  the  child,  but  also  for  the  benefit 
<3t  its  education.   It  is  oonTenient  that 
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the  ohildren  who  are  half-timers  in  a 

particular  factory  should  go  to  the 
half-time  school,  where  every  arrange- 
ment is  made  for  their  convenience  and 
for  the  benefitof  their  education.  What 
did  the  Committee  do  yesterday  ? 
While  permitting  in  England  a  system 
which  enables  the  employers  to  make 
it  a  condition  of  employment  that  the 
child  should  go  to  a  particular  school, 
you  decided  to  penalise  the  Irish  em- 
ployer if  he  shouli  observe  that  pro- 
cedure. I  think  the  Committee  were 
in  a  great  hurry,  and  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  is  taking  a  very  light  view 
of  the  effect  of  the  clause.  Either 
it  has  no  effect,  and  so  is  absolutely 
unnecessary,  or  else  it  will  have  some 
effect  upon  the  employer  in  Ulster  and 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  does  make 
this  a  condition  of  the  employment  of 
half-timers.  If  that  is  so,  itif^  an  unjust 
interference  with  the  conditions  an  em- 
ployer ought  to  be  able  to  impose,  and 
the  words,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
introduced  into  the  clause.  .  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  acsept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  No  doubt  the  Com- 
mittee were  in  a  hurry  at  half-past 
five,  but  at  the  hour  at  which  these 
words  were  adopted  they  were  not  in 
a  hurry.  The  question  was  debated 
at  leisure  by  the  faon.  Member  and 
others,  and  the  C<Hnmittee,  after  hear- 
ing all  that  was  said  on  both  sides  by 
Gentlemen  who  were  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  consult  their  sentiments, 
divided  upon  the  question,  and  in  the 
Division  106  Members  of  all  parties 
voted  for  the  insertion  of  the  words, 
and  ten  Members  voted  against  it.  Of 
the  ten  Members,  we  have  learned  that 
fonr  got  into  the  wrong  Lobby.  There- 
fore, it  really  was  a  Division  of.  110 
against  six.  That  having  been  the  state 
of  opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
after  the  simple  question  had  been 
clearly  explained,  it  argues  hardi- 
hood on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  raise  the  question  again  to-day.  The 
abstract  reasoning  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Gedge)  has  little  to 
do  with  the  case.  The  hon.  Member  is 
a  fine  example  of  the  Englishman  who 
knows  more  about  Ireland  than  the 
men  who  have  Uved  there  all  their  life. 
He  considers  his  idbstract  reasoning  is 
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mperior  to  their  knowledge  of  the 
aetoal  conditions  of  life ;  but  I  submit 
that  knowledge  of  the  actual  conditions 
of  life  is  more  important  than  the 
abstract  reasoning  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport.  I  endorse  what  I  said 
yesterday,  upon  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  formerly  President 
of  the  National  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion*  and  upon  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman  re^nsibly  connected  .with 
ednoation,  that  in  many  parts  of  Ulster 
the  employers  do  compel  Catholic  chil- 
dren in  their  employment  on  pain  of 
dismissal  to  go  to  a  school  taught  by 
Protestant  teachers,  although  there  is 
a  CathoUc  school  taught  by  a 
teacher  available.  I  call  that  an 
outrage  on  fair  play;  I  call  it 
an  unjustifiable  assault  on  con- 
science ;  I  call  it  tyranny.  The  hon. 
Member  yesterdf^r  challenged  me  to 
give  particulars.  I  did  not  viah  to  give 
the  names,  nor  will  I  now.  But  since 
yesterday  £  have  had  tele^ams  assur- 
iog  me  upon  the  authority  of  well- 
known  gentlemen  that  there  is  an 
important  firm  in  Belfast  wbich  deducts 
school  fees  from  the  wages  of  children 
who  attend  the  Catholic  school.  If  a 
child,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  attends 
the  Protestant  school  there  is  no 
deduction  of  school  fees  ;  and  further, 
the  firm  pays  the  Protestant  teacher 
^30  per  year,  and  the  Catholic  teacher 
nothing.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing 
going  on.  I  do  not  refer  to  Belfast 
employers.  The  words  I  proposed 
embrace  employers  all  over  Ireland, 
whether  Protestant  or  Catholic ;  and 
if  X  were  a  Magistrate,  and  a  Catholic 
employer  were  brought  before  me  for 
compelling  a  Protestant  child  to  go  to 
a  Catholic  school  or  deducting  school 
fees  from  it  because  it  went  to  a  Pro- 
testant school,  nobody  would  be  more 
ready  than  I  would  to  inflict  a  penalty. 
All  I  ask  for  is  fair  play  and  no  allow- 
ance of  tyranny  by  any  man,  whether 
Catholic  or  Ftotestant.  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  not  delay  the  House 
much  longer  on  a  subject  which  pro- 
voked, I  think,  the  most  overwhelming 
Division  I  have  known  in  my  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

.  Clause  agreed  to. 


Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 
Clanse  5. 

Mr.  madden  :  I  move  to  leave  out 
the  word  '*  wilfully,"  in  line  21.  If  the 
word  remained  in  it  would  be  necessary 
to  prove  that  the  employer  wilfully 
employed  a  child  which  was  under  age. 
If  the  word  were  omitted  no  employer 
would  then  take  in  his  employ  a  i^mXd 
under  age. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
21,  after  the  word  "  fact,"  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  wilfully." — {Mr.  Madden.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
Une  7,  to  insert  the  word  '*  and  "  aher 

"  metropolis." 

Amendment  agieed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  to  12,  inclusive,  agreed 

to. 

Clause  13. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Madden,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 

Puc0 6,  line 30, after  the  word*' the," ineert 
"tuS," 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  14  and  15  agreed  to. 
Schedule. 

Mb.  sexton  :  According  to  the 
first  provision  of  the  Schedule,  the 
grant  is  to  be  applied  in  augmenting 
by  twenty  per  cent,  the  existing  rate  (n 
salaries  of  class  teachers  and  of  salaries 
of  assistant  teachers,  and  by  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  the  capitation 
grant  to  schools  receiving  suchgrants  and 
not  having  teachers  paid  by  class 
salaries.  Now,  this  augmented  capita- 
tion grant  is  the  amount  to  be  paid  chiefly 
to  convent  school  teachers  in  order  to 
render  their  treatment  equivalent  to 
that  which  the  ordinary  national 
teachers  receive  by  the  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent,  to  their  salaries.  I 
am  sensible  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  urge  a  case  for  a  larger 
grant  to  the  convent  schools  out  of 
this  particular  sum  of  £210,000  a  year ; 
but  I  desire  to  most  seriously  represent 
to  the  right   hon.  Cxentleman  the 
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unequal  position  of  the  convent  schools 
of  Irdand  in  comparison  with  the 
nationid  schools.  By  ^e  most  con- 
duuve  test,  that  of  inspection  and 
examination,  these  convent  schools 
are  acknowledged  to  be  the  mOst 
efficient  schools  in  Ireland.  I  lately 
cited  some  figures  from  the  last  annual 
Beport  of  the  Commissioners,  which 
showed  that  the  percentage  of  results 
in  the  convent  infant  schools  was 
three  per  cent,  better  than  that  of 
the  national  schools,  and  that  in  the 
higher  class  the  percentages  were 
eorre^ndingly  better,  until  in  the 
highest  classes  the  percentage  was 
sixteen  per  cent,  better  than  in  the 
other  stuiools.  The  teachers  in  the 
convent  schools  are  not  classified,  and 
they  are  therefore  paid  by  a  capitation 
grant  which  is  for  ordinary  merit  ten 
shillings  per  head  per  annum,  and  for 
special  merit  twelve  shillings, 
the  result  being  that  their 
salaries  are  forty-five  per  cent, 
lower  than  the  corresponding  salaries 
paid  to  the  national  school  teachers  for 
work  that  is  not  so  good.  Now,  8ir, 
by  this  Schedule  you  increase  by  twenty 
per  cent,  the  existing  rate  of  class 
salaries  of  teachers  and  of  the  salaries 
of  assistant  teachers,  and  you  give  an 
increase  of  the  capitation  grant,  which 
I  admit  is  sUghtly  larger  than  that 
given  by  salaries.  How  does  the  case 
now  stand?  As  I  have  said,  the  exist- 
ing capitation  giant  for  the  convent 
schools  is  forty-five  per  cent,  less  than 
the  present  salaries  of  the  national 
teachers,  and  therefore,  in  order  to  put 
the  teachers  in  the  convent  schools  on 
an  equal  footing  with  those  in  the 
national  schools,  you  have  first  to 
increase  the  existing  grant  by  forty-five 
per  cent,  and  then  to  increase  that  by 
twenty  per  cent.  Ithinkthe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  admit  that  I  have  put 
ihe  case  fairly  and  accurately  as  to 
facts,  and  I  trust  he  will  take  care, 
although  this  matter  may  in  his  judg- 
ment be  outside  the  purview  of  the 
Bill,  that  it  does  not  escape  the  attention 
of  the  Education  Board. 

(5.38.)  Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  on 
behalf  of  the  national  teachers  in 
Ireland.  We  who  support  them,  not 
as  against  the  Sisters  or  Brothers,  but 
aa.  fche  aanrants  of  the  people,  are  placed 
Mr,SexUm 


in  an  invidious  position  by  the  axga- 
ments  of  the  hon.  Member.  The  hon. 
Member  ought  to  recogaise  that  the 
convent  schools  have  the  choice  of 
children.  For  the  most  part  their 
scholars  are  children  belonging  to  the 
superior  class  of  artisans  and  shop- 
keepers, and  their  attendance  at  school 
is  regular ;  whereas  the  national  schools 
have  difficulties  of  climate,  of  poverty, 
and  of  the  distances  of  the  homes  of  the 
children  from  school.  They  are  also 
handicapped  in  the  matter  of  having 
to  be  trained  and  to  have  some  ex- 
perience before  they  get  their  certifi* 
cates.  These  difficulties  have  been 
recognised  by  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
past.  I  have  heard  him  in  this  House 
descant  upon  the  work  of  these  national 
teachers,  and  compare  them  favourably 
with  any  body  of  teachers  in  the  British 
Empire.  But  to-day  he  takes  up  the 
cause  of  the  Sisters  against  them.  I 
feel  on  somewhat  deUcate  ground  in 
referring  to  these  Sisters ;  but  let  me 
say  at  once  that  I  respect  both  them 
and  their  work.  These  Sisters,  how- 
ever, are  simply  acting  teachers.  They 
go  through  no  course  of  training,  but 
as  teachers  they  have  splendid  appor- 
tunities  for  earning  handsome  grants. 
Then  they  live  in  communities ;  they 
do  not  live  in  the  world.  But  the 
teachers  belonging  to  the  national 
schools  Uve  in  the  world,  and  en- 
counter pecuniary  difficulties  unknown 
to  the  Sisters ;  and  until  the  Sisters  are 
placed  on  an  equaUty  with  the  national 
teachers  as  regards  certificates  and 
some  other  matters,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  on  the  question  of  their 
pay,  although  I  am  told  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Lon^ord  (Mr. 
Timothy  Healy)  that  my  seat  has  been 
provided  for,  and  that  I  shall  not  again 
have  the  opportunity  of  standing  up  for 
the  national  teachers  in  this  House.  If, 
however,  this  House  does  not  afford  me 
that  opportunity,  there  are  other  means 
one  can  utilise ;  and  I  shall,  whenever 
this  matter  is  debated,  take  up  my 
stand  on  behalf  of  the  national 
teachers,  and  if  comparisons  have 
to  be  instituted  I  shall  undertake  to 
prove  that  the  services  of  these 
teachers  deserve  more  than  the  recog- 
nition accorded  them  in  this  Schedule 
I  deprecate  the  tone  which  has  been 
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imported  into  this  Debate  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast.  We  hoped 
to  have  passed  this  Bill  without  any 
burning  question  being  raised  with 
regard  to  Sisters  or  lay  teaoheis,  with 
regard  to  monks  or  national  male 
teachers.  I  would  almost  say  it  is 
unworthy  of  the  hon.  Member  to  raise 
these  distinotions,  and  to  thereby  excite 
a  considerable  amount  of  ill-feeling  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  S£:XT0N:  I  think.  Sir,  my 
action  in  this  House  has  shown  whethra* 
or  not  I  respect  the  national  teachers. 
I  am  not  against  them,  as  the  hon. 
Member  seems  to  imply.  I  shall  be 
happy  to  assist  them  to  obtain  further 
benefits,  and  I  do  not  admit  that  any 
argument  I  have  advanced  in  the 
interest  of  other  schools  prejudices  in 
any  degree  the  provision  as  to  national 
teachers.  The  course  of  progress  on 
this  Bill  has  shown  where  the  friends 
of  the  national  teachers  are.  I  think 
I  may  claim  ^at  by  my  exertions 
yestorday  I  saved  this  Bill;  and  I 
think  I  have  shown  for  many  years 
that  I  am  one  of  the  foremost, 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  judicious, 
friends  of  the  national  teachers  in  this 
Honse. 

Me.  JACKSON :  No  doubt  the  ex- 
amination of  the  convent  schools  shows 
a  satisfactory  state  of  things ;  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  justice  to  the 
other  schools  with  which  a  comparison 
has  been  made,  that  the  convent 
schocds  hare  the  advantage  of  more 
regolar  and  continuous  attendance  on 
the  part  of  their  scholars.  That  un- 
questionably makes  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ference with  regard  to  the  results.  It 
should  also  be  recollected  that  the  con- 
vent schools  may  come  under  the  clas- 
sification if  they  like,  and  claim  all  the 
advantages  given  to  the  national 
schools.  I  think  the  tendency  ought 
to  be  in  that  direction.  As  for  as  I 
understand,  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  does  not  propose  to  move  any 
Amendment,  becanse  he  admits  that, 
as  r^ards  this  money  with  which  we 
are  now  dealing,  we  have  given  as 
fair  a  proportion  to  the  convent  schools 
as  to  the  others. 

(5.45.)  Mb.  sexton  :  The  Amend- 
ment I  now  have  to  propose  relates  to 
that  part  of  the  Schedule  which  fixes 
the  length  of  aervioe  entitling  an  assis- 
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tant  teacher  to  a  bonus.  It  is  pro- 
iwsed  that  no  assistant  teacher  of  less 
than  seven  years*  service  shall  be 
entitled  to  any  bonus.  Sir,  this  is  not 
a  question  of  service  ;  it  is  a  question 
of  sharp  necessity  and  mere  subsistence. 
The  assistant  teacher  in  Ireland, 
although  he  may  by  hard  study  have 
passed  his  examination  and  reached  the 
highest  class,  only  receives  the  salary 
of  the  third  cuss,  and  his  whole 
average  income  is  not  more  than  £1  a 
week ;  while  the  female  teacher  in  the 
same  position  only  receives  sixteen 
shillings  a  week.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  think  that  these  low 
salaries  will  have  the  e£Feot  of  inducing 
them  to  become  principals,  but  I  would 
point  out  that  there  must  always  be  a 
large  number  of  assistant  teachers  in 
Ireland.  I  would  press  upon  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  desirability  of  not 
insisting  upon  this  seven  years'  service 
as  the  qnaUfication  of  the  bonus  of  £9 
to  each  male  and  £7  10s.  to  each 
female,  because  the  effect  of  that  will 
be  to  shut  out  from  its  benefits  a  large 
number  of  teachers.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his  way  to 
accept  my  Amendment,  because  it 
involves  a  sum  so  trifling  in  comparison 
to  the  satisfaction  which  it  would  give 
to  this  ^humble  but  important  body  of 
public  servants. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7, 
line  23,  to  leave  out  the  word  <*  seven," 
and  insert  the  word  "  three." — (Mr. 

Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  seven  '  stand  part  of  the  Schedule." 

Mu.  JACKSON:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member.  In  addition  to  this 
bonus  of  £9  to  each  male  teacher  and 
£7  10s.  to  each  female  teacher,  there  is 
the  additional  salary  of  twenty  per 
cent,  to  be  paid  tmder  the  &ra% 
paragraph  of  this  Schedule,  and  there- 
fore the  total  increase  is  £16  lOs.  to 
the  male  teacher,  and  aboat  £12  10s.  to 
the  female  teacher.  It  is  not  necessary 
T  should  again  go  over  the  ground,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  to 
stereotype  or  encourage  teachers  to 
remain  as  assistant  teachers.  I  think 
we  should  make  such  a  difference 
between  the  salaries  of  the  principal 
teachers  and  the  assistant  teachers  as 
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will  induce  the  latter  to  do  their  best 
to  qualify  themselves  as  principals.  I 
would  point  out  that  the  addition  we 
propose  to  make  to  the  salary  of  the 
assistant  teachers  is  considerable,  con- 
sidering their  number.  When  I 
received  a  deputation  of  assistant 
teachers  some  time  ago  in  Dublin  they 
pressed  upon  me  strongly  that  there 
should  be  some  improvement  made  in 
their  salaries.  Well,  I  went  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  some  increase  should  be 
given  them ;  bat,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not 
want  to  remove  any  inducement  that 
might  ui^  them  to  qualify  themselves 
as  principal  teachers,  and  we  think 
seven  years  is  not  an  unreasonable 
period  to  entitle  them  to  receive  the 
bonus,  bearing  in  mind  that  these 
assistant  teachers  when  they  enter  the 
service  are  young  men.  But  I  am 
really  very  anxious  to  give  satisfaction 
to  this  class  of  teachers,  and  therefore 
I  will  agree  to  five  years  instead  of 
seven.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
consider  that  a  reasonable  concession. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  reoognise  the 
reasonableness  of  the  concession  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Oentlepian,  and  I  am 
happy  to  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  CONWAY :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  can  see  his  way,  having 
fixed  five  years  for  the  present  assistant 
teachers,  to  reduce  the  time  to  three 
years  for  future  assistant  teachers,  I 
think  it  would  be  of  great  advantage.  A 
large  number  of  men  and  women  are 
now  being  trained  yearly,  and  as  they 
come  into  the  muket  the  difficulty  of 
assistant  teachers  becoming  principals 
is  naturolly  increased. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  sexton  :  There  are  three 
thousand  assistant  teachers  in  Ireland, 
and  only  176  of  that  number  have 
reached  the  first  class.  These  men  and 
women  suffer  in  a  very  peculiar  sense 
in  the  matter  of  pay,  and  I  will  there- 
fore propose  that  a  bonus  of  £18  be 
given  to  each  male  assistant  teacher 
and  a  bonus  of  £15  to  each  female 
assistant  teacher  of  five  years'  stand- 
ing in  any  class  higher  than  the  seocnd 
class.  Considering  the  small  sum  that 
would  be  required  to  make  this  con- 
cession, I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  see  nis  way  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Jaekton 


Amendment  proposed, 
In  page  7,  line  24,  at  end,  add  the  words, 
"  And  a  bonus  of  eighteen  poundi  to  each 
male,  and  fifteen  pounaa  to  each  female,  aasis- 
tant  teacher  of  uiree  years'  standing  who  is 
classed  higher  than  the  second  class." — (Afr. 
Sexton.') 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment  now  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  conces- 
sion I  have  made  will  benefit  all  those 
in  the  first  class,  and  I  think,  too,  that 
it  will  be  found  on  examination  that 
assistant  teachers  in  the  first  class  are 
only  a  short  time  before  they  become 
principals.  It  wUl  be  complicating 
matters  very  much  to  separate  the  dif- 
ferent classes.  The  cost  would  not  be 
great ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
there  is  not  sufficient  justification  for 
it,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
not  press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  .withdrawn. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  have  already 
pointed  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  Umit 
dt  the  capitation  grant  to  ten  shillings 
will  work  great  hardships.  Although, 
generally     speaking,  the  capitation 

Eant  should  be  sufficient  to  compensate 
r  the  loss  of  the  school  fees,  yet  there 
are  cases  when,  owing  to  the  good  at- 
tendance at  the  school  and  the  rate  of 
fee  paid,  the  teacher  will  lose 
money,  even  allowing  for  the  in- 
crease of  his  salary  under  this  Bill. 
I  am  afraid,  therefore,  that  a  large 
number  of  teachers  will  suffer  injury, 
and  I  would  suwest  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  allow  school 
managers  the  option  of  receiving  the 
capitation  grant  in  lieu  of  school  fees. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  take  care  that 
education  should  be  really  free  over 
the  whole  of  the  country,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  collection  of  fees. 

Mr.  FOLEY  {Galway,  Connemara)  : 
I  certainly  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  make  some  concession  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  reoognise  that 
the  hon.  Member  {Mr.  Sexton)  does 
not  press  this  very  strongly;  but,  on 
looking  at  this  matter,  there  are  two 
considerations  which  ought  to  be  borne 
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in  mind.  But  first  let  me  say  that  I 
have  had  a  oareful  examination  made, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  prove  that,  in  any  ease,  the  teachers 
would  absolutely  lose.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  such  is  the  fact,  on  the 
assumption,  which  I  think  is  a  very 
large  assumption,  that  all  the  children 
who  attend  school  pay.  But  in  this  Bill 
the  payment  would  be  given  on  the 
average  attendance,  and  thus,  so  far 
as  the  teacher  is  conc^ed,  there  would 
be  no  bad  debts.  At  present  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  all  the  children  do  not 
pay,  and  allowances  are  very  properly 
made  in  some  oases.  U  nder  the 
Bill  the  teachers  will  get  paid  for  every 
time  a  child  attends.  There  is  another 
consideration  also  by  which  the  teachers 
will  benefit,  and  that  is  from  the  in- 
creased average  attendance  at  school. 
I  am  confident  that  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  and  application  of  compulsion 
and  the  freeing  of  the  sohoou  from 
fees,  will  increase  the  munber  of 
children  in  the  schools,  uid  that  will 
materially  tend  to  benefit  the  teachers. 
Taking  all  these  considerations  into 
account,  it  may  be  stated  with  great 
confidence  that  not  only  will  no  teacher 
suffer,  bat  all  the  teachers  will  largely 
gain. 

Seohedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

New  Clause  — 

Page  2,  leave  out  Clause  3*  and  insert 
the  following  clause : — 

(School  AttenduDoe  Committee.) 

**  ^L)  In  every  pI»oe  to  which  thii  Motioo 
apphes  there  shall  be  a  School  Attendanoe 
Committee  coosiabiDg  of  six,  eight,  or  ten 
peraoDS,  aa  the  Local  Aathority  of  the  place 
nukj  determine,  ooe-half  of  whom  ihall  be 
^^^iDted  bjr  Uie  Local  Authority  'and  the  re- 
mainder by  tiie  Comminioners,  and  one-half 
of  whom  shall,  where  practicably  be  school 
maoagera,  patrons,  or  trostees,  and  the  Local 
Authwity  shall  make  regulations  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the 
time  and  mode  of  appointment  of  the  Cum- 
mittoe,  the 'term  for  which  members  of  the 
Committee  shall  boU  ofBoa,  and  the  oondnct 
of  their  proceeding!. 

(8.)  The  Local  Authority  of  any  place  may 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  dirida  the  place 
into  districts,  and  iu  such  case  a  School 
Attendance  Committee  shall  be  appointed  for 
each  district  in  manner  hereiaoafora  pro- 
rided. 

(3.}  The  School  Attendance  Commitiee, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Authority,  may 

^ point  and  zemove  ofOoars,  fix  their  Mnoaera- 
■,  sad  prMoribe  their  dntisi. 


(4.)  In  the  event  of  the  Local  Authority 
failing  to  exercise  any  power,  or  perform  any 
duty  conferred  or  imposed  on  tnem  by  the 
preceding  part  ol  tiiis  section,  the  same  may 
be  exercised  or  performed  by  the  Cmnmis- 
sioners. 

(5.)  The  anenses  of  a  StAool  Attendance 
Committee,  and  the  talarias  and  upensas  of 
their  officers,  shall  be  defrayed  by  Uw  Loeal 
Authority  out  of  the  h»oal  rate,''-HCirr.  Jaak~ 
son,) 

— ^brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

(6.5.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  This  is  a 
new  clause,  whioh  relates  to  matter 

which  we  have  not  before  discussed, 
and  I  think  it  requires  very  oareful 
revision.  The  original  proposal  was 
that  the  Local  Authorities  should 
appoint  the  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittees ;  but  according  to  this  clause 
one-half  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Local  Authorities  and  the  other  half 
by  the  Education  Commissioners.  I 
tidnk  it  is  desirable  that  one-half  of 
the  Committees  should  be  persons  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  schools, 
and  having  some  experience  and  taking 
some  interest  in  the  matter.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  agree 
that  that  is  desirable. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  6,  after 
the  word  **  one,"  to  insert  the  woords 
"  not  less  than." — (Mr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  In  the  same  line 
occur  the  words  "  where  practicable." 
There  are  plenty  of  school  managers 
in  Ireland,  and  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  these  words  should  be  omitted,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  excuse  for 
leaving  them  out. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  6,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  where  practi- 
cable."— (Mr,  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed.  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  Out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  These  words  were 
put  in  because  we  were  a  Uttle  un- 
certain whether  in  some  districts  there 
might  be  so  many  persons  available. 
For  instanoe,  suppose  in  some  distziot 
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where  a  Committee  of  ten  was  formed 

it  was  impossible  to  find  five  persons 
available  as  school,  managers,  what 
would  happen  ?  I  think  the  words  do 
no  harm,  and  they  might  be  useful  in 
preventing  a  deadlock  under  circum- 
stances to  which  I  have  referred.  They 
may  a£Ford  some  protection  in  the  case 
of  small  districts. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Suppose,  then,  you 
say  "  where  such  persons  are  in  the 
district." 

Mr.  madden  :  "  Where  such 
persons  are  available." 

Mb.  sexton  :  Yes,  that  will  meet 
the  point. 

Amendment  amended,  and  agreed 
to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  These  patrons  and 
trustees  who  are  mentioned  in  this 
sub-section  may  be  people  who  do  not 
live  in  the  district  or  even  in  the 
country.  There  is  no  security  that 
they  would  attend  to  the  work  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  would  suggest, 
instead  of  the  words  used,  the 
words  "  managers  of  schools  in  the 
place." 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  Unes  5  and  ^  leave  out  *'  Bchool 
managers,  pOroiu,  or  tnuteei,"  and  insert 
"manaffen  of  Mduwb  in  the  idaoe."— f  Kr. 
Sexton^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Glaxise." 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  The  patrons, 
as  a  rule,  are  energetic  in 
their  attention  to  the  details  of 
educational  subjects,  and  many  of 
them  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
management  of  schools.  Much  the 
same  can  be  said  of  trustees.  I  have 
no  doubt  where  a  patron  or  trustee  did 
not  interest  himself  Urgely  in  the 
question  of  education  he  would  not 
care  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the 
School  Attendance  Committee.  But  I 
cannot  conceive  any  legitimate  reason 
why  a  patron,  who  is  interested  in 
the  subject  and  attends  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  school  on  his  estate,  should 
be  deprived  of  the  right  to  sit  on  the 
Committee. 

(6.12.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  These 
words  were  put  in  because  it  was  felt 
that  in  restricting  the  Committee  to 
school  managers  there  might  be  too 
eevere  a  liiuitation.    I  would  point  out. 

Mr,  JaekvM 


however,  that  if  the  words  were  struck 
out  it  would  not  prevent  such  persons 
being  appointed. 
Mb.  sexton  :  Suppose  we  leave 

out  trustees. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Very  weU.  Then 
the  Amendment  will  read  "  managers 
or  patrons  of  sohools  in  that  place." 

Amendment  amended,  and  agreed 

to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  With  respect  to  the 
remainder  of  this  sub-section,!  have  an 
objection  which  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  share.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  Local  Authoritv  shall  make 
rules  Mid  regulations  such  as  are  left 
to  no  other  Local  Body  in  Ireland.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  Schedule 
which  should  state  what  nnmber  of  the 
Committee  forms  a  quorum,  and  what 
is  the  length  of  the  term  of  ofiice.  It  is 
obvious  that  Parliament  could  not 
properly  delegate  questions  of  this  kind 
to  a  Local  Authority.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  much  more  convenient  to 
settle  the  matter  now. 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  Qentleman  desires  to  have 
those  matters  settled  by  Purliament. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  That  is  what  I 
want. 

Mb.  MADDEN :  Probably  a  better 
course  would  be  that  the  Local 
Authority  "  shall  make  regulations 
subject  to  the  Commissioners  of  Edu- 
cation,' '  and  the  term  for  whi  ch 
they  are  appointed  and  the  number  to 
form  a  quorum  can  be  stated  in  the 
Schedule. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  What  term  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  propose? 

Mb.  MADDEN :  Three  years. 

Mb.  sexton  :  For  both  classes  of 
Commissioners  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  Yes. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Leave  out  from  "  and,"  in  line  6,  and  insert 
<-  the  term  for  which  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  hold  office  and  the  quorum  of  the 
Committee  shiJl  be  as  prescribed  in  the  4th 
Sobedole  of  the  Act."— ( Jfr.  Ma  dden.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  sexton  :  In  Sub-section  ^  it 
is  provided  that  the  Local  Authority 
may  divide  a  place  into  districts.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  undesirable  power 
to  entrust  solely  to  a  Local  Authority, 
and  it  might  6e  used  in  a  very  im- 
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proper  way.  I  would  suggest  that  it 
should  be  exercised  under  the  auper- 
viston  of  the  Education  GommiBSiouers 
after  publio  inquiry. 

Amendment  proposed , 

Inlioe  10,  after  "(2),"  imert  "sabjeot  to 
the  ^mroral  of  the  CommisiioDen  after 
publio  inquirY."— CJlfr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  The  tWrd  sub- 
section provides  that  the  Committees 
may  appoint  officers  and  remove  them, 
and  fix  their  remuneration  with  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authorities.  It 
would  be  undesirable  to  make  the 
School  Attendance  Committees  too 
entirely  dependent  on  the  Local 
Authorities,  and  it  would  not  do  to 
trouble  the  Loc^  Authorities  too  much 
with  details.  It  is  reasonable  that  the 
Local  Authorities  who  raise  the  money 
should  have  to  do  with  the  salaries, 
but  I  think  the  Committees  might  be 
trusted  to  appoint  and  remove  toaohers 
without  supervision. 

Amendment  proposed. 

After  "Committee,"  in  line  14,  to  insert  "ma; 
appoint  and  remove  officers  aod  prescribe  their 
duties,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Authorities  fix  their  remnnerakim."  —  (Mr. 
Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

(6.25.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  As  the 
section  now  stands,  I  ^ould  like  to 
move  some  words  which  will  mve  pro- 
tection to  the  feelings  of  the  diflkrent 
religious  denominations.  I  think  it  is 
very  necessary  that  some  provision  of|this 
kind  should  be  inserted.  I  do  this  in 
the  interests  of  the  Protestant  minority 
in  the  South  as  well  as  of  the  Catholic 
minority  in  the  North. 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  endof  the  words  irtiicb  have  just  been 
inserted,  to  add  "  ProTided  that  where  such 
appointment  is  made  the  Commisrioners,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  number  of  each  religious  de- 
nomination in  any  plaoe  or  district,  may  direct 
that  thertt  shall  be  at  least  one  Protestant  and 
one  Catholic  ofBoer  for  sneh  place  or  district." 
~(Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  think  we  might 
have  left  this  question  to  the  School 
Attendance  Committee.  Of  course  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  appointment 
of  either  Catholics  or  Protestants,  but  I 
feelsomedoubt  about  the  advisability  of 
specifying  it  in  the  Act.   Is  it  desirable 


in  this  one  instance  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  denominationalism  ?  If  we  left 
this  matter  to  the  Committees  they 
would  in  all  probability  make  the 
appointments  as  the  hon.  Member 
desires;  but  I  feel  that  there  is  some 
difficulty  in  introducing  the  words  into 
an  Aet  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  shall  be  satisfied 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  intro- 
duce words  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mittees shall  have  regard  to  the 
numbers  of  the  religions  denominations 
in  the  place. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY :  The  Committees 
would  certainly  have  regard  to  the 
numbers  of  the  religious  denominations, 
but  I  think  it  is  most  undesirable  to 
introduce  this  question  in  the  Bill. 
The  religious  element  is  now  introduced 
for  the  first  time,  and  I  do  not  believe 
it  will  tend  in  the  slightest  degree 
either  to  facilitate  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committees  or  to  assist  them  with 
regard  to  the  appointments.  X  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  press  the 
question,  because  on  grounds  of  public 
policy  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
introduce  matter  of  this  kind  into  the 
BiU. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  would 
point  out  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  North  and  South  of  Ire- 
land in  this  matter.  The  OatiioUcs  in 
the  South  will  have  a  majority  on  the 
Committee  in  almost  every  case ;  but  it 
is  quite  the  other  way  in  Belfast,  where 
the  representation  of  the  Catholics 
among  the  school  attendance  officers 
would  be  the  same  as  that  among  the 
publio  officials— none  at  all.  I  tliink 
there  should  be  in  the  clause  some  in- 
dication of  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mb,  JACKSON :  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  the  Amendment, 
as  I  think  it  would  lead  to  mischief 

rather  than  anything  else. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  People  who  are 
entitled  to  speak  assure  me  that  some 
such  provision  is  necessary,  and  I  think 
Parliament  should  in  some  mode  sug- 
gest that  the  denomination  should  be 
considered.  I  cannot  forget  the  case 
of  Belfast,  where  the  Town  Council 
has  not  appointed  a  Roman  Catholic 
official  for  years,  and  the  Local 
Authority  is  to  appoint  half  the  School 
Attendance  Committecj^nd  there  is 
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great  danger  that  there  will  not  be  a 
single  Boman  Catholic  officer.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  feel  sufficient  confidence  in 
the  Committee  to  leave  it  to  them.  I 
really  feel  grave  and  serious  apprehen- 
sion as  to  the  working  of  the  Act  Id 
Belfast  and  other  places,  particularly 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  If  penalties 
are  secured  against  Boman  Catholic 
children  by  ^rbtestant  officers,  who 
also  look  after  the  Protestant  children, 
a  feeling  would  be  generated  whi(^ 
would  not  conduce  to  the  smooth 
working  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  These  officers 
cannot  take  any  action  without  the 
authority  of  the  School  Attendance 
Committee.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
argument  is  worth  anything,  we  must 

to  back  on  the  Bill,  and  introduce 
ireotions  that  the  Committee  ^all  be 
appointed  on  the  basis  of  religious 
belief,  and  nothing  else. 

Mb.  sexton  :  We  can  trust  the 
Commissioners  to  act  fairly  with  re- 
spect to  the  School  Atten^moe  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  :  Then  why  not 
trust  the  Committee  to  do  their  duty 
also? 

Mb,  KNOX :  There  may  be  a  fair 
representation  of  the  minority  on  the 
Committee,  but  they  may  be  out-voted 
on  the  question  of  the  appointment  of 
the  officers,  ^nd  no  action  can  be  taken 
by  the  Department  to  prevent  the 
minority  being  out-voted  in  the  matter. 
I  think  some  indication  of  the  inten- 
tion of  ParUament  should  be  given. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  difficulty  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts under  this  head,  but  in  Beliast  I 
think  there  might  be.  There  the  Local 
Authority  appoints  halftheCommittee, 
and  the  Catholios  would  have  little 
representation  on  it.  Perhaps  the 
Attorney  General  will  consider  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  its  alteration  in 
another  place. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  will  consider  it. 
but  I  feel  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
difficulty. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  cannot  consent  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment,  as  a  prin- 
ciple is  concerned,  but  I  cannot  hope 
to  carry  it. 

Question  put,  and  n^atived. 

Mr,  Sexton 


Mb.  MACARTNEY :  The  Commis- 
sioners have  power  to  carry  out  any 
duty  which  the  Local  Authority  fail  to 
perform,  and  I  think  it  desirable  that 
they  should  have  the  same  power  with 
regard  to  the  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee. I,  therefore,  propose  to  insert 
after  "  Local  Authority,"  inUne  17,  the 
words  "or  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee." 

Amendment  ■  proposed,  in  line  17, 
after  the  word  "  Authority,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  or  School  Attendance 
Committee." — {Mr.  Macartmy.) 

Question    proposed,  "  That  those 

words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  sexton  :  This  would  bea  serious 
matter,  and  would  greatly  embarrass 
the  working  of  the  Act.  If  the  Com- 
mittee were  wholly  appointed  by  the 
Local  Authority  there  might  be  some 
ground  for  the  provision,  but  half  the 
Committee  is  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners.  The  ijuorum  may  be 
fixed,  and  no  doubt  is,  so  that  the 
Commissioners'  nominees  mil  always 
be  sufficiently  numerous  to  form  a 
quorum,  and  so  you  have  security  that 
nothing  prejudicial  shall  be  done.  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  the  wiser  course 
would  be  to  leave  the  School  Attend* 
ance  Committee  a  free  hand  within 
the  limits  of  the  Bill. 

M».  JACKSON  :  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  will  see  that  the  appointment 
of  half  the  Committee  by  the  Educa- 
tion Commiraioners  does  alter  con- 
siderably the  necessity  for  the  control 
originallv  in  the  Bui.  He  will  see 
that  half  the  Committee  is  appointed 
by  the  Commissioners,  and  tnat  half 
the  Members  must  be  present  to  form 
a  quorum  ;  so  that  if  half  the  members 
appointed  by  the  Local  Authority 
absent  themselves,  the  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commissioners  would 
be  a  quorum.  I  think  we  may  take  it 
that  the  Committee  would  discharge 
its  duties  properly ;  and  having  pro- 
vided for  me  failure  in  daW  on  the 
part  of  the  Local  Authority,  I  think  we 
have  sufficient  eontrol  m  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  If  my  right 
hon.  Friend  is  satisfied  with  the  clause 
as  it  stands,  I  do  not  wish  to  press  the 
Amendment ;  but  I  think  there  ahoold 
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be  some  provision  for  a  case  which  I 
hope  may  not  arise. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  wish  to  secure 
that  the  Board  shall  not  come  down 
on  the  Local  Authority  like  a  thief  in 
the  night,  but  that  the  latter  may  have 
some  notice  of  their  action.  I  suppose 
it  is  not  intended  that  the  Board 
should  suddenly  discharge  some  duty 
which  the  Local  Authority  may  have 
unintentionally  omitted  to  perform. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  17, 
after  the  word  "  authority,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  after  warning  or  reason- 
able notice." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  put,  and  a^eed  to. 

CoiiONKL  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  move 
before  "  expenses,"  in  line  21,  to  insert 
"  half  of,"  We  have  given  so  much 
power  to  the  Government  and  the 
CommissionerB  that  I  think  if  hAlf  the 
expenses  oome  on  the  local  rate  that 
would  be  ample,  and  that  the  rest 
should  be  found  by  the  Government. 
That  is  done  in  the  case  of  Poor  Law 
officers,  doctors,  and  sanitary  officers, 
and  the  system  works  well  because  the 
Local  Authority  keeps  down  the  ex- 
penses. The  nte  is  a  new  one,  and 
will  in  some  cases  be  felt  severely,  and 
it  is  only  fair  that  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer should  bear  half  the  expenses. 
*  Amendment  proposed. 

In  line  21,  before  "  expenaet,"  to  insert 
«  btltotr—CColonel  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
meet  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's 
desire,  as  I  think  it  would  be  most  likely 
to  lead  to  extravEtgance  on  tha  part  of 
the  Local  Authority. 

GoLONBL  NOLAN:  I  must  say  I 
feel  the  point  very  deeply,  and  it  is  a 
flaw  in  the  Bill,  and  I  protest  against 
this  part  of  the  Bill  as  strongly  as  I' 
can.  You  are  putting  on  a  new  rate 
without  any  request  from  the  locality, 
and  if  the  CommisBioners  are  kept  in 
order  by  the  Chief  Secretary  they  will 
be  able  to  resist  any  increase  of  expen- 
diture. There  is  no  fear  of  the 
expenses  being  run  up  if  the  local  rate 
bears  only  half.  I  must  press  the 
point  as  strongly  bb  I  can,  but  I  do  nof 


think  we  are  strong  enough  to  go  to  a 
Division. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  should  be  glad  if 
the  Government  could  see  their  way  to 
accept  the  Amendment,  but  I  join  with' 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  in  re- 
cognising that  it  would  be  useless  to 
go  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  CONWAY  :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  point  between 
this  and  Report  ? 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  the 
following    Amendment   was  i^reed 

to:— 

At  the  end  of  the  CUuue  to  Add  the  words 
"  but  Miy  levemie  from  pbiialtlea  nn^  this 
Aet  In  Mty  district  8b«n  be  apptied  in  relief 
of  local  raitel."— (ilfr,  Sextim.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  New  Clause,  as  amended, 
be  added  to  the  Bill." 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  protest  against 
this  new  rate.  We  have  not  got  our 
share  of  the  Education  Grant,  and  if  I 
am  a  Member  of  the  next  Parliament, 
I  shaU  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  press 
that  point.  Irish  Members  have 
resisted  the  rate  as  much  as  they  can, 
and  it  must  not  be  said  thai;  we  are 
consenting  parties  to  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  protested  against 
it  as  strongly  as  I  could  on  the  »BOond 

Beading. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
New  Clause — 

Page  6,  aftisr  Clause  IS,  insert  the 
following  Clause : — 

(Power  to  acquire  land  for  Bcfaool-honn  or 
teacher*!  residence) 

"(1.)  If  the  Connaissioners  are  Bstisfled,  by 
peraoni  desiroos  of  estaUiBhing  or  improving 
a  national  school,  that  a  site  ia  required  fmr  the 
ichool  or  fortherSBideneeof  ateaeherof  the 
Bcbool,  and  cannot  be  obtained  except  under 
the  poirera  conferred  by  this  section,  and  if 
security  to  the  BatiBfacuon  of  the  Comani«- 
sioners  is  given  to  them  for  the  probable 
amount  of  the  puriAase-monev,  and  uie  costs 
of  carrying  thie  section  into  eneet,  they  may 
authorise  parsons  approved  of  by  them  as 
trustees  to  purchase  a  site  for  such  school  or 
residence  to  be  held  by  the  trustees  on  trdst 
for  thepurpoaes  of  such  school  or  residence. 

(2.)  For  the  purpone  of  the  purchase  of  land 
in  pursuuice  of  thin  section,  section  two 
hundred  and  three  of  'The  Public  Health 
((reland)Act,  1878,' shall  apply  as  if  it  were 
herein  re-enacted,  and  in  teme  made  Jipplio- 
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able  to  Bucb  trnateeB  instead  of  to  the  sanitary 
authority,  and  section  two  hundrad  and  four- 
teen of  uie  same  Act  shall  apply  to  Provisional 
Orders  made  (or  the  purposes  of  this  secUoa. 

Provided  as  foUows: — 

(a.)  Befteenees  in  the  said  saotira  two  hun- 
dred and  three  to  a  newspaper  oirenlating 
in  tiw  district  of  tiie  sanitary  authority 
shall  be  oonstrued  as  references  to  a  newg- 
pafwr  circulating  in  the  Poor  Law 
Union  where  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken 
is  situate ; 

(b.)  If  a  memorial  is  presented  to  the  Local 
Govemmeot  Board  within  one  month 
after  the  making  of  a  ProTisional  Order 
by  owner,  lessee,  or  oocumer  of  lands 
^nposed  to  be  taken  compulBorily,  stating 
thai  the  memorialist  require  that  such 
Order  shall  not  be  acted  upon  nntil  it  is 
confirmed  by  Parliament,  then  the  Order 
shall  be  of  no  force  unless  and  until  it  is 
confirmed  by  Parliament ;  but  if  no  such 
memorial  is  presented,  then  the  Order 
shall  come  into  force  at  the  expiration  of 
one  month  from  the  making  thereof ; 

(c.)  The  Order  may  contain  such  provisiong 
as  the  Local  Government  Board  may  deem 
necessary  for  secaring  that,  in  case  the 
Bud  trustees  acquire  land  as  a  site  for  a 
■ohool  or  residence  nnder  this  Act)  other- 
wise thu  by  agreement,  the  sdiool  or 
residenee  shall  be  built  to  the  satisfoction 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  be  properly 
mointwned,  and  be  at  all  times  conduoted 
as  a  national  school  or  used  for  the  re- 
sidence of  a  teacher  of  a  national  school, 
nnder  the  regulations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  time  being  in  force  ;  and 
for  providing  for  the  app«Mntment  of  new 
trustees  from  time  to  time ;  and,  generally, 
for  aU  such  matter  and  things  as  the  Com- 
missioners may  think  expedient,'*—  (Jfr. 
Jacka(m,') 

— brought  up,  and  read  a  first  and 

second  time. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  There  are  8,000 
principal  teachers,  and  only  2,000 
of  them  have  residences;  the  re- 
mainder lire  in  huts  and  hovels  unfit 
for  anybodv  giving  instmotion  to  live 
in.  They  nave  also  frequently  to  travel 
many  miles  in  all  weathers.  We  want, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  provide  residences 
for  teachers  of  existing  schools.  The 
Bill  says — 

'*  If  the  Cfunmissioneni  are  satisAed,  by  per- 
sons desirous  of  establishing  m  improving  a 
natitmal  sohooL" 

These  schools  are  established  already, 
and  may  not  require  to  be  improved, 
and  you  put  in  a  condition  which  makes 
the  clause  nugatory  with  regard  to 
them.  I  move  to  leave  out  the  words 
having  that  efEeot. 


Amendment  proposed, 

Line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  "l^  petwnw 
desirous  of  establishine  or  improving  » 
national  sohooL" — (Mr.  Seajton,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  line  1,  to 
leave  out  "  the,"  and  insert  the 
words  "  a  national." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  line  3,  to 
leave  out  the  second  "  the,"  and  insert 
the  words  "a  national." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  clause  provides' 
that,  unless  the  Commissioners  are 
satisfied  that  the  land  cannot  be  ob- 
tained under  the  present  law,  they  are 
not  to  allow  the  new  law  to  be  exer- 
cised. That  would  put  a  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  an  occupier  who  wished  to 
reduce  the  clause  to  a  nullity.  He 
might  ask  for  one  himdred  years'  pur- 
chase, and  it  could  not  then  be  said  that 
the  land  could  not  be  obtained  under 
the  present  law.  The  process  must  be 
made  as  easy  and  the  force  as  certain 
as  possible.  I  would  suggest  that  in 
line  4,  after  "  obtained,"  the  words  on 
fair  terms,"  or  similiur  words,  be  in- 
serted. 

Mb.  madden  :  I  think  the  words 
' '  on  reasonable  terms  "  would  meet  the 
case* 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  1, 
after  "  obtained,"  to  insert  "  on 
raflMonable  terms." — (Jfr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  :  In  line  9,  after 
"  residence,"  I  should  like  to  put  in — 

"And  the  site  for  a  residence  may  include 
SQoh  an  amount  of  land  as  the  Conuniisioners 
may  think  suitable  for  a  garden,  a  snuU 
tillage  field,  or  gross  fw  »  oow." 

I  know  nothing  more  melancholy  in 
country  places  than  to  see  a  house  put 
down  without  any  ground  round  it. 
Yoa  cannot  make  the  teacher  comfort- 
able unless  you  give  him  one  or  two 
acres  of  land,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
convenience  if  grass  for  a  cow  could  be 
given  the  teacher  ii  he  were  married,  as 
I  suppose  he  would  be  in  many  cases. 
I  merely  wish  that  the  words  "  site  of 
residence  "  should  be  qualified  in  some 
manner  by  providing  that  the  Gom- 
miBsionen  should  be  ftUowed  to  inohida 
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a  soitable  amount  of  land  for  the 
remdenoe.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  see  his  way  to  acoept 
that. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  9,  after  **  reeidesoe,"  to  inieii  "The 
lite  of  a  residence  may  inclooe  such  u  amoQDt 
of  hmd  M  the  CommiMionen  may  think  sait- 
able  (or  a  gardra,  a  small  tillage  field,  and 
the  ^rasa  for  a  oow." 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  think  we  have 
heard  already  in  this  House  of  "  three 
acres  and  a  eow."  But  in  a  clause  of 
this  desoription,  which  was  really 
assented  to  only  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  extreme  cases,  and 
admittedly  cases  occurring  here  and 
there,  where  a  site  was  unreasonably 
refused,  I  do  not  think  we  could  give 
compulsory  power  for  taking  "the 
grass  for  a  cow." 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  am  quite 
willing  to  sacrifice  the  cow  if  neces- 
sary. I  would  be  quite  willing  to 
adopt  the  words  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  and  stop  at  the 
word  suitable,"  and  allow  the  amount 
of  land  which  the  Commissioners  may 
think  suitable  to  be  taken.  But  what 
do  you  mean  by  a  "  site  "  ?  What  you 
mean  by  a  site  for  a  residence  ou^ht, 
I  think,  to  be  defined.  It  certainly 
ought  to  include  a  garden,  which  should 
not  be  less  than  an  Irish  acre — you 
may  say  a  statute  acre  if  you  like ;  but 
I  think  this  is  of  great  importance. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while 
giving  any  residences  to  the  teachers 
unless  they  have  a  little  bit  of  land. 
I  do  not  want  it  to  be  too  much,  be- 
cause I  do  not  want  their  energies  to 
be  devoted  to  the  land.  But  if  they 
had  gardens,  having  a  great  amount  of 
spare  time,  they  might  very  often  teach 
a  little  Bgricoltare  to  their  scholars. 
The  Chief  Secretary  sneers  ata"cow." 
It  is  all  very  well  sneering  at  this 
thing  till  it  comes  home  before  the 
electors ;  and  I  think  they  will  per- 
fectly understand  it,  if  the  Government 
refuse  this  very  modest  and  humble 
provision  of  mine. 

Mb.  sexton  :  In  the  correspond- 
ing clause  in  the  Scotch  Act  the  word 
"  garden  "  is  mentioned,  and  in  Eng- 
Iwd  I  thiak  tbece  is  nothing  to  pre- 


vent Local  Authorities  attaching  a 
small  portion  of  land  to  a  teacher's 
residence.  What  I  wish  to  ask  ia 
whether  the  Conunissioners  would  be 
bound  under  this  clause  not  to  attaoh 
such  land  as  they  thought  proper  iox 
the  residence  of  a  teacher? 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  am  always 
ready  to  take  the  view  of  che  Chief 
Secretary  on  lay  questions;  but  on 
questions  of  law  I  would  prefer  the 
view  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land. .  Perhaps  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  would  give  us  his  opinion 
whether  under  the  present  clause  the 
promoters  would  be  able  to  take,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  an 
acre  or  two  of  land  to  be  attached  to 
the  teacher's  residence. 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  According  to  the 
words  of  this  clause  a  certain  amount 
of  land  would  have  to  be  taken  com- 
pulsorily.  This  land  would  be  what 
would  be  suitable  for  a  site  for  a  resi- 
dence.  That  would  not  include  luid  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  it  would  in- 
clude whatever  would  be  necessary  or 
suitable  for  the  convenient  occupation 
of  the  house. 

CoLONKL  NOLAN :  Would  that  go 
as  far  as  a  ^rden  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  do  not  like  to 
bind  myself  to  the  amount.  But  it 
would  go  as  far  as  what  would  be  suit- 
able for  the  enjoyment  of  the  bouse.  It 
would  include  the  curtilage. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Does  curtilage 
include  a  garden  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABGOUBT 
(Derby)  :  It  does  include  a  garden.  I 
hope  my  hon.  ai^  gallant  Friend  will 
not  divide  the  Committee  upon  hia 
Amendment. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  After  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
that  it  includes  a  curtilage  and  what 
would  be  necessary  for  the  convenient 
occupation  of  the  bouse,  and  after  the 
legal  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Memberfor  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  that  curtilage  includes  a 
garden,  I  think  that  is  quite  enough  fw 
my  purpose. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  thinks  these 
words  at  the  end  of  the  clause  relating 
to  the  cost  necessary  ?    I  think  Um 
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right  hon.  Oentiemcui'  the  Member  for 
Midlothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
would  call  them  very  large  and  loose 
words.  They  would  have  the  effect 
of  frightening  promoters  from  under- 
taking such  schemes.  I  should  be  glad 
if  these  words  were  left  out, 

Mb.  madden  :  I  would  reaUy  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  interfere 
with  these  words.  I  cannot  possibly 
agree  to  omit  them. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  in  Clause  14  in  the  old  printed 
Bill — I  do  not  know  what  the  number 
is  in  the  new  printed  Bill — it  is  provided 
that  the  compulsory  powers  should  not 
come  into  operation  till  the  Ist 
January,  1894.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
desirable  if  it  could  be  arranged  that 
this  clause  relating  to  residences  should . 
come  in  where  the  restrictive  effect  of 
Clause  14  woidd  not  apply  to  it. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  call  the  hon.  Member's  attention  to 
the  fact  that  in  the  printed  Bill  which 
has  been  issued  to*day,  the  date  on 
which  the  Bill  is  to  come  into  operation 
is  the  Ist  January,  1693. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  It  maybe  corrected. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  :  As  I 
understand,  a  correction  of  that  kind 
might  be  made  elsewhere. 

Me.  JACKSON :  It  is  an  error  in  the 
printing. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  "3"  was 
altered  by  the  Committee  to  "  4."  It 
must  be  an  error  of  the  printer. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Which  wiU  be  cor- 
rected, no  doubt? 

Ths  CHAIRMAN:  Tes. 

Amendment  proposed, 

"Hut  this  New  Clause  shall  be  recited  after 
Clause  13,  and  subsequent  to  the  prorision  that ' 
this  Aot  shall  not  ootne  into  operation  till  1st 
January,  1894." 

Amendment  i^reed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause — 

(CertiAeatesof  Urtb  for  purposes  of  Aot) 
**  Where  the  age  of  any  child  is  required  to 
be  ascertained  or  proved  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act,  or  for  any  purposes  connected  with 
the  dementary  education  or  employment  in 
labour  of  such  child,  any  person,  on  presenting 
a  written  requiritioB  in  sooh  forai  and  cont^- 
log  such  particolars  as  mvy  be  from  time  to 
time  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners,  and  on 
payment  of  such  fee.  not  exoesding  sixpence, 
M-thoOommissionscs  from  time  to  tinie  fix, 

Mr.  Sexton 


shall  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  certifies  Oi^i 
uuder  the  hand  of  the  registrar  or  supexinteii- 
dent  registrar,  of  the  entry  in  the  register  under 
the  Birtlu  and  Deaths  Registntion  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1863  to  1880,  of  the  birth  of  tiie  child 
named  in  the  requisition," — (Mr.  Sexton,} 

—brought  lip,  read  a  first  and  second 

time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause— 

(Authority  to  j^-oseenie.) 
No  legal  proceedings  tar  Don-atteDdanee 
or  irregular  attendaooe  at  school  shall  be  com- 
menced in  aeonrt  of  summary  jurisdiction  by 
any  person  on  behalf  of  a  school  attendance 
committee,  except  by  the  direction  of  not  leas 
than  three  members  of  the  said  committee," — 
(Jfr.  Sexton,') 

— brought  up,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  next  clause 
which  stands  in  the  name  <A  the  hon. 
Member  seems  to  be  outside  the  par- 
view  of  this  Bill,  as  it  deals  with  the 
Amendment  of  the  law  of  reformatory 
schools. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  It  may  be  outside 
the  purview  of  the  Bill,  but  my  object 
is  to  provide  that  where  a  child  is  found 
wandering  about  not  under  parental 
control  the  School  Attendance  Com- 
mittee might  send  it  to  a  certified  in- 
dustrial school. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  That  may  be  done 
already. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Yes  I  know  the 
police  can  at  present  take  up  a  child 
found  wandering  in  that  way  and  have 
it  sent  to  an  industrial  school ;  but  I 
wish  to  have  it  provided  that  the  School 
Attendance  Committee  should  be  invited 
to  deal  with  sn<^  cases.  I  think  that 
would  be  well  within  the  objaot  of  the 
BiU. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  accept  this  clause.  The  hon. 
Member  wishes  to  set  up  some  day  in- 
dustrial schools  in  Ireland  similar  to 
those  in  England.  There  are  no  such 
schools  in  Ireland.  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  if  there  should  be  any 
necessity  for  such  schools  when  the 
Act  has  come  into  operation,  it  wiU  be 
easy  by  an  Amendment  in  a  year  or 
two  bence  to  provide  for  it.  1  would 
ask  the  hon.  Member  not  to  press  the 
clause  at  present. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  shall  not  press  the 
clause  at  present.  I  wish  to  say,  after 
full  con&idei'ation  of  what  has  been  said 
by  the  Bishops,  and  alter  the  foUwt 
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Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  thirty."  and  insert  the 
word  "  thirty-one." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  am  convinced 
that  this  scheme  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion can  never  work  well  in  Ireland 
until  you  make  provision  not  only  by 
industrial  school^  but  by  day  industrial 
schools,  for  the  case  of  omldren  in 
cities  who  have  no  parentSt  or  who  are 
not  under  the  full  control  either  of 
parents  or  anybody  else. 

New  Clause— 

(Retorn  of  ncpstnn  of  births  and  datths.  to 
Bohool  attendanoe  committees.) 

"Every  registrar  of  births  and  deaths,  when 
and  as  reqaired  by  a  school  attendance 
committee,  shall  transmit,  by  post  or  other- 
wise, a  return  of  8a<di  of  tbe  particulars  regis- 
tered by  him  conceniiDg  deauu  and  births  of 
children  as  may  be  speeifled  in  tbe  reqaisitioB 
of  the  committee. 

The  committee  may  sapplv  a  form,  approved 
by  the  CommiiriMMr^  tor  me  paipose  of  the 
return,  and  in  that  case  tbe  return  shall  be 
made  in  the  form  so  sappKed. 

The  committee  may  pay,  as  part'  of  their 
expenses  under  Uiis  Act,  to  the  registrar 
mafaiog  saeh  return  such  fee  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  between  them  and  the  registrar,  not 
exceeding  one  penny  tor  every  buth  and  death 
entered  in  such  return,"— (Jlfr.  Sexfon,) 

— brought  up,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  BiU. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  beg  to  move, 
in  page  7,  after  line  11,  to  insert — 

Pirst  Schedule. 
"  (L)  Tbe  minimum  number  of  attendances 
for  the  purposes  of  tbe  first  section  of  this 
Act  shall  be  seventy-five  complete  attendances 
in  each  half  year  ending  res|>ectively  the 
tbirtiefth  day  of  June  and  the  thirtieth  day  of 
Deeembw  at  any  naticnal  ok  other  efident 
sehooL" 

Schedule  brought  up,  and  read  a  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Schedule  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  word  "  mini- 
mum," I  think,  should  be  omitted. 
There  is  no  question  of  maximum  or 
minimum.  The  only  question  is  as  to 
satisfying  the  law. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  minimum." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Having  regard  to 
the  calendar,  I  think  the  word 
"thirty"  should  be  "thirty-one,"  as 
December,  I  believe,  has  thirty-one 
days.  )  I 


Schedule,  as  amended,  added  to  the 
BiU. 

Second  Schedule. 
"  (2.)  Tbe  certificate  of  ptofkaen^  for  th* 
purposes  of  this  Act  shall  be  a  certificate  of 
Bucn  proficiency  in  reading,  writing,  and 
elementary  aritbmetac  as  is  now  prescriud  for 
the  fourth  class  in  the  programme  of  instruc- 
tion of  Uie  Commissioners,  or  such  higher 
proficiency  as  may  hereafter  be  prescribea  by 
them." — {Mr.  Jackaon,) 

— brought  up,  aad  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Schedule  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Mb.  sexton  :  1  beg  to  move  to 
insert,  after 

"Certiflcate"  the  words  "  issued  by  the 
principal  teacher  of  the  sehool  which  the 
child  has  last  attended." 

Amendment  proposed, 

After  the  word  "  Certificate,"  to  insert  tlie 
words  *' issued  by  the  principal  teacher  of 
the  school  which  the  ohild  has  Issfc  atlMded." 
—(Mr,  Sexton.') 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
and  added  to  the  BiU. 

Schedule  3  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Schedule. 

"  That  the  merobm  of  a  school  attendance 
committee  shall  continue  in  office  for  three 
years  from  tbe  date  of  their  upointment ; 
the  quorum  of  the  committee  sLmI  be  one- 
half  of  its  total  number," — (Mr.  Madden,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Schedule  be  read  a  second 

time." 

GotiOHEti  NOLAN:  Mdce  it  one> 

third. 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  cannot  make  it 
one-third. 

CoLOHEZi  NOLAN :  Look  here,  they 
never  can  be  got  together. 

The  GHAIBMAN:  Order,  order! 

CoLOHBL  NOLAN  :  You  will  not  get 
one>half  to  attend,  but  yon  may  get 
one-third  to  attend.  I  know  local 
business,  and  I  daresay  the  Attorney 
General  never  considered  tbe  point. 
Out  of  sixty-four  Poot  Law  Gua^iana 
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yon  may  get  eight  or  ten  to  attend. 
IHie  School  Attendance  Committee 
will  not  attend  in  such  numbers. 

Mb.  MADDKN:  I  hope  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  will  not  press  his 
objection.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber must  remember  that  these  are 
specialists,  and  will  be  brought  together 
for  special  purposes. 

Mb.  sexton  ;  \  should  like  to  sug- 

g9st  that  the  quorum  should  be  one- 
alf  the  Committee,  except  where 
one-haU  is  more  than  four,  and  then 
four  should  be  the  quorum.  That 
would  meet  both  views. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Let  three  be  the 
quorum  for  all  the  Committees. 
Mb.  JACKSON  :  Agreed. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Fourth  SohedcUe,  to  leave  out  "  one- 
half,"  and  insert  three." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  added  to  the 
BiU. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•*  That  the  Bill,  as  amended, be  reported 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  wish  now  to' men- 
tion that  there  is  one  point  in  one  of 
the  clauses  passed  yesterday  which  is 
very  likely  to  be  raised  in  another  place, 
as  I  am  anxious  that  there  should  be 
no  delay. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  any  objection  to  specify  it? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  It  is  on  the  ques- 
tion of  exemption.  The  pdnt  is  this : 
I  stooepteA  an  Amendment  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  which 
enlaned  the  reasons  for  non-attendance. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  the  pro- 
vision was  contained  in  the  Scotch 
Act,  but  I  find  on  reference  to  that 
Act  that  there  is  a  limitation 
for  a  certain  time  of  the  year. 
I  think  it  is  six  weeks  in  the  year  that 
are  prescribed  as  the  period  during 
which  a  child  might  be  exempt.  I  am 
afraid  that  it  mi^t  be  considered  that 
if  a  boy  were  engaged  in  a  fishery,  for 
instance,  for  the  whole  year  round,  that 
that  might  be  taken  as  a  reasonable 
excuse ;  and  I  only  venture  to  suggest 
that  there  may  be  some  alteration  made 
in  that  respect. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Is  it  with  regard 
to  fisheries  only  ? 

Ookmel  Nolan 


Me.  JACKSON  :  There  is  no  limita- 
tion as  to  the  object.  It  should  not  be 
supposed  that  a  boy  is  to  be  excused 
by  reason  of  his  being  en^tged  in  the 
operations  of  any  particular  Industry 
the  whole  year  roona. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  In  asnsting  his 
parents  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Of  course. 

GoLONSL  NOLAN :  In  England 
they  only  think  of  the  harvest ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  in  Ireland,  in 
addition  to  the  harvest,  there  is  the 
period  when  a  child  may  be  engaged 
in  the  planting  of  potatoes  in  the 
month  of  March.  There  is  that 
difference  in  the  case  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  attach  great  im- 
portance to  the  clause,  and  I  h<^ 
care  will  be  taken  as  regards  its 
amendment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered ;  re- 
ported; read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

BURGH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL.- (No.  23a) 
CONSIDERATION. 

As  amended,  considered. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  consider  the  desirability  of  hav- 
ing this  BiU  re-committed.  There  are 
one  or  two  Amendments  which  might 
be  considered. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT 
(Derby) :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend.wiU 
not  insist  that  this  Bill,  which  consists 
of  some  hundreds  of  clauses,  should  be 
re-committed. 

New  Clause — 

Page  42.  after  Clause  103,  insert  the 

following  Clause : — 

(Lighting  of  common  atftirs,  &o,) 
"  (L)  The  owner  or  ownen  of  common  stain 
or  passages  or  privato  courts,  or  of  Unds  or 
premises  having  a  right  of  access  by  any  com- 
mon stair  or  passage  or  private  court,  shall 
provide,  fit  up,  and  maintain,  and  renew,  in 
such  common  stairs,  passages,  or  priwe 
courts,  all  necessary  lunps,  brackets,  ud 
other  mesDs  of  lighting,  and  all  necessanr 
means  of  extinguishing  the  light,  and  shaU 
provide  the  necessary  supply  of  gas  or  oUier 
fi^t  therefor;  and  such  owner  or  ownm 
snail  further,  on  being  requited  Iq^  the  Cmn- 
misstODers,  witliitt  seten  days  next  after  the 
■enice  of  an  Order  for  that  [turpose,  provide 
and  fit  up  in  such  common  stairs,  passages,  or 
private  courts,  saoh  nomberof  lamps,  bracket*, 
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And  other  meaai  of  Hghtiii^  ud  all  soeh 
meMBi  of  extiDgaiihing  the  lights  as  the  Com- 
miasioners  may  determine,  acd  provide  the 
aeceaaary  supply  of  g&s  or  other  light,  as  may 
be  required  by  the  CommissioDers,  and  shaU 
maintain,  alter,  repur,  ud  renew  auch  lamps 
and  braeketi  to  the  satisfaotioB  of  ttw  Com- 
miasloners,  and  in  default  of  compliance  wiUi 
any  Order  of  the  Commissioners  under  this 
section,  such  owner  or  ownersshall,  each  only 
in  reapect  of  any  act  or  default  of  his  own, 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shil- 
lings, and  a  daily  penalty  of  a  like  amount ; 
ProTided  always  that  the  own«  or  owners  so 
providing  a  supply  of  gas  or  othw  light  shall 
M  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  eicpeaded  by 
snch  owner  or  owners  in  providing  such  supply 
from  the  oceupiera  of  every  such  house  or  buud- 
ing  in  or  entering  or  having  access  by  the  com- 
mon stsir,  passage,  or  court,  each  such  occupier, 
being  liable  to  pay  his  proportioDate  part  of 
inch  amount  according  to  the  rent  payable  by 
aaeh  auch  oconpter  respeotivdy:  Provided 
farther  that  tlie  oconpier  or  oceairierB  shall  in 
all  oases  olean,  light,  and  extinguish  the  lights, 
at  such  time  or  times  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
the  Commissioners  by  any  resolution  passed 
by  them  and  published  onoe  weekly  tor  at  least 
two  weeks  in  some  newspaper  published  or 
orcobting  it)  the  bni^ ;  and  any  ooenpier 
filling  to  eomidy  with  any  such  Order  or 
Resolution  sh^  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  forty  shiUinn,  and  to  a  dally 
penal^  of  like  amount;' — (The  Lord  Ad- 

— brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


(7.28.)  De.  CLAEK  :  There  is  only 
one  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer.  I 
ahomd  like  if  the  Lord  Advocate  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  leaving  out 
the  last  twenty-five  lines  at  the  end. 
It  is  the  present  law,  I  admit,  that  the 
occupier  should  keep  the  tamps  clean 
and  extinguish  them ;  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  a  man  to  do  this  who  may  be 
away  at  the  coast  or  elsewhere  with 
his  family.  But  there  have  been  so 
many  changes  made  in  the  clause  that 
most  of  my  objections  have  been  taken 
away.  Still,  I  think  it  desirable  that 
this  burden  should  be  placed  on  the 
Gommissiofters  rather  than  upon  the 
occupier. 

(7.29.)  The  LORD  ADVOCATE 
(Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrew's  Universities) :  I  have 
considered  this  clause  very  carefully, 
and  what  is  now  proposed  is  the  result 
of  the  compromise  which  was  arrived 
at.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
allow  the  claose  to  pass  as  it  stands. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Clause  read  a  second  time,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 
New  Clause — 

(Power  to  Commissioners  to  supply  light  and 
charge  owner.) 
"  (2.)  The  Commissioners  may  at  any  time, 
and  from  time  to  time  as  they  uiink  fit,  pro- 
vide, &t  up,  maintain  and  renew,  in  anoh  com- 
mon courts,  passages,  or  private  courts,  as 
they  may  consider  to  be  intufflcdently  lighted, 
all  necessary  lamps,  brackets,  and  oUwr  means 
of  lighting,  and  all  necessary  means  of  ex- 
tinguuhing  the  light,  and  provide  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  gas  or  other  light  therefor,  and 
by  their  inspector  of  lighting,  or  any  other 
officer  or  servant  of  the  Commiseionera,  clean 
any  lamps  and  braekets,  and  light  and  ex- 
tinguish the  same,  and  for  all  purposes  afore- 
said the  inspector  of  lighting,  or  any  other 
officer  or  stfvant  of  the  Commissioners,  shall 
be  entitled  to  require  and  shall  have  acceHS  to 
and  from  all  such  common  stairs,  paasageB,  or 
private  courts  at  all  times,  and  the  Com- 
miseioners  may,  in  such  cases  as  they  think 
fit,  recover  the  expense  the^  may  incur  ass 
debt  from  the  owner,  or  if  there  are  more 
owners  than  one,  then  proportionately  from 
each  owner  according  to  the  rental  of  uie  pro- 
perties of  each  owner  in  any  house  or  build- 
ing or  part  thereof,  to  which  w^cess  is  ob- 
tained by  such  common  atair,  passage,  or 
private  court,  and  auch  owner  or  ownera  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  expended 
in  providing  the  supply  of  gas  or  other  li^i 
from  the  occupiers,  each  such  occnpier  being 
liable  to  pay  his  proportionate  part  of  such 
amount  according  to  the  rent  payable  by  him: 
Provided  always,  that  the  said  expense,  re- 
coverable by  tiie  CommissioDers  as  aforesaid, 
ahall  not  in  the  case  of  common  stair  lighting 
exceed  twenty  shillings  per  burner  per  annum, 
and  in  the  ease  of  aU  other  lighting  exoeed 
twenty-five  shillings  per  burner  per  annum," 
—(The  Lord  Advoeaie^ 

— ^brought  up,  read  a  first  and  secoad 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause — 

Page  160,  after  Clause  426,  insert  the 
following  Clause : — 

(Power  to  seize  diseased  cattle.) 

"  In  the  case  of  cattle  infected  with  or 
labouring  nnder  any  disease  witiiin  the  mean- 
ing of  toe  Contagious  Diseases  (Animala) 
Acts,  187S  to  1886,  kept  within  the  burgh, 
being  exposed  or  offered  for  sale,  or  bemg 
brought  or  attempted  to  be  brought  through 
any  street  or  into  any  market  or  fair,  any  in- 
spector, collector,  or  constable  may  seize  anv 
such  cattle,  wd  cause  the  same  to  be  inspected 
by  a  Teterinaiy  inspector,  and  may  report 
soefa  seizures  to  any  magistrate,  and  sneh 
magistrate  may,  after  hearing  the  evidenoe, 
either  order  such  cattle  to  be  restored,  or 
direct  the  same,  and  also  any  pens,  burdles, 
troDghs,  litter,  hay,  straw,  and  other  articles 
whiM  he  may  deem  likely  to  have  been  in- 
feeted  tiiarel^,  to  be  forthwith  destroyed,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of ;  and  any  person  bring- 
iog  or  attemj^aiig  to  Imng  any  oaWe  **™™g*' 
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ftny  atnel,  or  iDbo  any  market  or  fair,  knowmg 
the  flsme  to  be  labouring  under  any  such 
disease,  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounda," — 
(T/w  Lord  Adrueatr,) 

—brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 


On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate, 
ihe  following  AmendmaatB  were  a^ed 
to:— 

Line  1,  after  (he  word  **  or  "  omit "  labouring 
ttnder,"  and  insert  "suapected  of";  line  3, 
after  the  nOL'd''to,*'  omit  the  words  "1886, 
kegt^ithin  tJie  bncgh,"  aod  innrt  the  words 

Clause,  as  amended,  read  a  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause — 

(Power  to  proceed  against  original  seller  of 
diseased  cattle,  &c!) 
"  Where  any  person  is  convicted  by  any 
magistrate  of  uie  offence  of  eolUng  or  exposing 
for  sale,  or  of  having  in  bis  possession  tor 
sale,  uny  unsound  or  diseased  animal  or 
diseased  meat,  or  any  animal  or  meat  unfit 
for  the  food  of  man,  and  intended  for  such 
food,  it  shall  also  bis  lawful  for  the  burgh 
prosecutor  to  proceed  against  the  original 
seller  otsuob  animal  or  meat  as  if  he  were  an 
offender  art  and  part  with  the  convicted 
person,  and  as  if  be  had  committed  such 
offence  within  the  burgh,  provided  that  such 
animal  or  meat  were  unsoiutd  or  diseased,  or 
unfit  for  the  food  of  maoj  at  the  time  of  the 
■ale  thereof  by  such  original  seller  to  the 
convicted  person ;  and  the  purchase  by  the 
eonvieted  piarson,  or  by  any  one  on  his  behalf, 
from  such  original  seller,  wberesover  made  or 
carried  out,  Boall  be  taken  and  held  to  be  a 
sala  by  msAi  original  seller  of  tite  animal  or 
meat  in  question  within  the  burgh,  in  premises 
kept  and  used  for  the  sale  of  animals  or  meat ; 
and  the  penalty  and  punishment  provided  by 
this  Act  Bgainst  the  person  convicted  Bball 
also  be  applicable  to  and  be  leviable  and  re- 
coverable from  such  original  seller,  and  all 
the  powers,  authorities,  jurisdiction,  and  forms 
of  procedure  given  and  provided  by  this  Act 
against  the  convicted  person  shall  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  prosecution,  trial,  and  punish- 
ment of  such  original  BeUer,''-~<7'Ae  Lord 
Advocatf,) 

— brought  up,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to:— 

Clause  1,  page  1,  line  9,  leave  out  "and 
health." 

Clause  At  page  3,  line  5,  leave  ont  snb-seo- 
tion  OS). 

Clause  ll,pagee,  line  10,  after  *'and,''in8crt 
**  where  not  divided  into  wards  to  divide  the 
same  into  wm^s,  and." 

Clanse  13,  page  9,  lines  21  and  82»  iMve  out 
'*  landowner  or  housdKddar,"  snd  iaiert 


dause  14,  page  10,  line  4,  leave  out  "  direc- 
tor general  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,"  and 
insert  "  Board  of  Agriculture."' 

Clause  15,  page  10,  line  15,  after  "  that,"  in- 
sert, "  suoh  adoption  in  part  of  this  Act  shall 
not  affect  any  private  mtereeti  wUofa  shall 
have  been  ■pecially  regulated  1^  any  loonl  Aet, 
and  providM  further  tiiat." 

Db.  CLARK :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
Clause  28,  page  16,  line  17,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  male."  I  object,  in  this 
nineteenth  century,  to  limiting  the 
choice  of  persons  eligible  for  the  office 
of  Commissioner.  Let  them  elect  whom 
they  think  proper.  I  will  not  press  it 
at  uiis  period  of  the  Session,  for  if  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  persist  in  limiting 
the  choice  of  Commissioners  to  males, 
then  of  course  there  is  no  use  in  saying 
anything  more.  I  simply  enter  my 
protest  against  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  mfde." — 

{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  male  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate, 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to  :— 

Clause  30,  page  17,  line  17,  leave  out 
"August,"  and  insert  "September"; 
lin«  26,  leave  out  "  September,^'  and 
insert  "  August." 

^=SiR  C.  J.  PEARSON:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  Clause  32,  page  18,  line  22, 
at  end,  add — 

"  Provided,  that  in  the  case  of  any  burgh 
situated  in  an^  island  of  Scotland,  it  shall  not 
be  necessary  in  the  event  of  a  double  return, 
or  failure  to  nominate  the  requisite  number 
for  election,  to  carry  through  the  whole  elec- 
tion procedure  anew,  but  imtend  thereof 
the  Commiseionem  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  annual  election  shall,  in  the  event  of  there 
beiAg  an  equality  of  votes,  determine  by  vote 
which  of  the  candidates  shall  be  preferred ; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  number  of  Commissioners  not  being 
elected,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commis- 
sioners, then  in  office,  at  such  meeting,  to 
supply  'the  deficiency  by  such  and  the  like 
proceedings  ai  are  provided  for  in  the  eaae  of 
interim  noaneies." 

It  is  right  that,  as  this  has  not  been  men- 
tioned previously,  I  should  state  in  a 
word  or  two  the  reason  of  this  Amend- 
ment. It  is  put  in  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ross-shire,  and  he 
mentioned  a  case  in  whioh  the  oiroom- 
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stances  contemplated  by  the  Amend- 
ment might  oocor.  It  is  the  case  of 
Stomoway,  and  I  have  satisfied  myself 
from  the  information  I  have  received 
thattheexigenoiesofcommmiication  are 
such  that,  within  the  time  required,  the 
thing  oould  not  be  carried  through,  in 
some  cases,  except  under  very  favour- 
able circumstances.  I  hope  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Boss- 
shire,  which  is  embodied  in  this  proviso, 
will  be  adopted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Iht.  CLABE :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
18,  line  22,  to  insert  the  words — 

"la  naj  borgh  where  various  manioipal 
or  police  authorities  are  amalgamated  or 
united  uDder  this  Act,  the  whole  of  the  Magii- 
trates  aud  CounoUlors  or  Commissioners  sfaAll 
retire  tromoffice  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber after  the  pasting  of  this  Act." 

This  Amendment  is  only  to  come 
into  force  where  various  Municipal 
Authorities  are  amalgamated  under  the 
Act.  It  will  then  compel  all  the 
CiommissionerB  to  retire,  and  the  com- 
bined duties  of  both  the  Commissioners 
and  Councillors  will  be  performed  by 
the  new  body  of  Com  miasioners.  It  is  to 
give  them  the  choice  of  re-electing  some 
of  the  old  Commissioners  or  Coun- 
cillors to  the  new  Board. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  18,  line  22,  to  ioMrt  the  vords  "  In 
any  boi^h  where  varioua  monicipal  or  police 
authorities  are  amalgamated  or  united  under 
this  Act,  the  whole  of  the  Magistrates  and 
Couacillors  or  Commissionars  stiall  retire 
from  offloe  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act."— CZ>r.  dark.) 

Question    proposed,    "  That  those 

words  be  there  inserted." 

*SiR  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  confess  my- 
self unable  to  understand  the  reference 
in  this  proposal  to  the  other  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  wish  the  hon. 
Member  had  expounded  what  he 
means  by  it.  There  are  only  two 
clauses  in  this  Bill  which  deal  with  the 
matter,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  those 
are  Clause  42  and  Clause  45.  Clause 
4fi  is  the  only  one  which  deals 
with  amalganwtion,  but  I  gather 
from  what  the  hon.  Member  sa^ 
that  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Under  the  other  clause  we  take  away 
the  privileges  of  one  body  and 
centre  them  in  another  body ;  but  that 
does  not  involve  the  retirement  of  any- 


one, and  therefore  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  this  Amendment  would  really 
have  no  appUoation  at  all  in  any 
supposed  case  under  Clause  42,  The 
clause  does  not  sweep  away  one 
body  and  leave  another,  but  what  it 
does  is  to  leave  both  bodies  and  to 
vest  certain  attributes  of  the  one  in 
the  other — such  as  the  charge  of  police, 
water  supply,  and  other  matters. 
Therefore,  this  proposal  that  the 
whole  of  one  body  should  retire  does 
not  seem  to  have  any  foundation. 
It  would  be  most  unfortunate  to  have 
a  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  suooea- 
sion  of  Town  Councillors,  which  is 
provided  for  under  the  existing  law  by 
the  retirement  of  one-third  of  the 
Council  annually. 

(7.41.)  Db.  CLABK:  The  explana- 
tion is  this.  There  are  two  barony 
burghs  a£Fected  by  this  Amendment : 
Thurso,  in  my  constituency,  and 
Kirkintulloch,  and  there  may  be  others. 
All  the  powers  under  the  definition 
yon  give  of  a  bui^h  boundary  will  be 
transferred  from  them  to  the  Burgh 
Commissioners,  and  if  they  are  to 
continue  to  exist  it  will  be  in  name 
only,  because  all  their  powers  are  taken 
away  from  them.  The  intention  of 
this  clause  is  to  wipe  them  out 
altogether,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  only  desirable  that  these 
magistrates  and  memberH  of  the  Town 
Council  shall  have  a  chance  of  being 
elected  Police  Commissioners ;  other- 
wise they  will  not  have  a  chance  for 
two  or  three  years.  However,  I  shall 
not  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(7.43.)  Db.  CLABK:  My  next 
Amendment  is  to  make  clear  what  is 

rather  obscure  in  the  case  of  the 
burghs  of  Wick,  BinfF,  Macduff,  and 
Dumfries.  Some  dif&culty  has  been 
found  with  regard  to  what  is  supposed 
to  be  meant  by  Parliamentary  burgh. 
The  Lord  Advocate  has  an  Amend- 
ment which  will  probably  carry  out 
this  object,  and  if  he  thinks  his  sufii- 
cient  I  shfdl  not  press  mine. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  20,  line  26,  after  the  word  "  burgh  ** 
to  insert  the  words  "  not  being  a  PMiianwnUtrT 
burgh  only."— (/>/■.  Clark.) 

Question    proposed,   '*  That  those 

words  be  there  inserted." 


Digitized  by 


1343       Burgh  Police  and        (COMMONS}    Health  (Scotland)  SiU.  1344 


.  •(7.44.)  Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON :  The 
hon.  Member  is  quite  right  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  Amendment  in  this 
clause,  and  I  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Elgin  Bo^ha  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Wick  Burghs,  and  the  result  of  our 
consultation  is  embodied  in  the  next 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name,  I 
therefore  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(7.45.)  Amendment  proposed, 
Id  page  20,  line  38,  leave  out  all  after  '*  Com- 
miBtdonen,"  to  and  of  Claase,  and  insert, 
"  Provided  always  Uiat  where  a  royal  bargh, 
or  a  police  burfcn,  or  part  thereof  ii  included 
within  the  Parliamenbiry  area  of  a  burgh,  thia 
Bection  shall  not  apply  to  the  efTeot  of  uniting 
such  burgha  or  amalgamating  the  administra- 
tion thereof,  but  without  prejudice  to  any 
ap[di(Mttion  for  lueh  amalgamation  under  the 
proviBiom  of  Section  forty-flve  of  this  Act." — 
(The  Lard  A  dvocate.} 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Me.    McDonald  cameron 

(Wick,  &c.) :  I  believe  my  constituents 
are  satisfied  that  this  Amendment  will 
carry  out  their  views. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lobd  Advocate, 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to:— 

In  page  21,  at  end,  add, "  Provided  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  prejudice 
or  i^eot  flie  j^oviuons  of  Seotion  eighty-one 
of  *The  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act, 
1889,' and  U  any  qoeation  shall  arise  under 
this  proviso,  the  same,  Mling  agreement,  may 
be  determined  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
after  suoh  inquiry  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  the 
provisions  of  Section  uineW-Uiree  Sub-section 
three  of  the  laat-mentionea  Act  shall  apply  to 
auoh  inquiry." 

Page  21,  line  6,  leave  out  "  royal  or  Parlia- 
mentary." 

(7.48.)  Dr.  CLARK:  My  next 
Amendment  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
Provisional  Order  for  union  between 
burghs  shall  determine  not  only  the 
condition  as  to  coBts,  but  also  the 
conditions  under  which  the  union  of 
adjoining  burghs  shall  take  place  as  to 
a  differential  rate  in  each  district  for  a 
special  period  or  otherwise.  Unless 
there  be  some  such  power  the  union  of 
adjoining  bui;ghs  may  be  deferred  for 
some  time,  and  I  think  this  power 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland. 


Amendment  proposed. 

Page  22,  line  28,  after  the  word  "  the,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  conditions  under  which  the 
union  of  adjoining  borehs  shall  take  place  as 
to  a  differential  rate  m  each  Strict  for  a 
special  period,  or  otherwise,  and  to  the." — 
iDr.  Clark.) 

Question   proposed,    "That  those 

words  be  there  inserted." 

(7.49.)  Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I 
have  considerable  sympathy  with  this 
Amendment,  and  would  accept  it  were 
it  not  that  I  think  the  hon.  Member  is 
under  a  slight  misapprehension.  He 
rightly  said  that  it  was  his  desire  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should  have 
power  to  put  in  the  Provisional  Order 
such  a  stipulation.  But  Sub-section  3, 
which  he  proposes  to  amend,  has  no 
relation  to  the  Provisional  Order, 
because  the  Order  there  mentioned  is 
not  the  Provisional  Order,  but  an 
Order  under  the  hand  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  with  regard  to  the  coste  of 
the  Provisional  Order.  Therefore,  the 
Amendment  would  empower  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  to  deal  with  the  costs 
of  the  Provisional  Order,  and  also,  out- 
side the  Provisional  Order,  to  deal 
with  a  differential  rate.  That  would 
be  most  inappropriate.  I  would  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  first  sub-sec- 
tion of  this  clause,  paragraph  3,  whidi 
says — 

"  Thereafter  it  shall  be  lawfuHpr  the  Becre- 
taiT  for  Scotland  to  issue  a  Provniuial  Girder 
either  in  accordance  with  the  prayv  of  the 
wplication,  or  with  such  raodi&oaflons  or 
alterations  as  may  a|^esr  to  him  ID  be 
requisite." 

Under  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  t^l^ 
Secretary  for  Scotland  would  impose 
such  conditions  as  those  desired  by  the 
hon.  Member  with  reference  to  differen- 
tial rating,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  be  satisfied  with  that  assur- 
ance. 

Dr.  CLARK:  Do  you  think  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  the  power  I 
desire  him  to  have? 

Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  Yes. 

De.  CLARK :  Then  I  withdraw  my 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Adtooatb 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
tor- 
Page  23,  line  36,  leave  out  "them," 
and  insert "  it." 
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Page  27,  line  34,  leave  out  "  land- 
owner or  householder,"  and  insert 
*'  owTier  or  occupier." 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
28,  line  14,  after  "  court,"  insert  "  nor 
as  an  election  agent  in  any  Parliamen- 
tarj'  election."  I  think  if  you  are 
going  to  give  your  clerk  a  good 
salary  he  ought  to  devote  his  entire 
time  to  the  work.  At  any  rate,  he 
ought  not  to  undertake  political  work. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  28, 
line  14,  after  the  word  "  court,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  nor  as  an  election 
agent  in  any  Parliamentary  election." 
—{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

_  Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  should  have 
liked  more  time  to  consider  this  Amend- 
ment ;  but  after  the  best  consideration 
I  can  give,  I  think  it  is  a  reasonable 
one,  and  T  am  prepared  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lobd  Advocate 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 

to:—  . 

Pa^fe  32,  line  18,  leave  out  rrom  "  legally,"  to 
"  be,"  io  line  20,  both  inclusive,  and  iosert 
"medical  officer  of  health  who  shall  be  » 
registered  medical  practitiODer,  and  who  shall 
also' be  registered  on  the  Medical  Register  a» 
the  holder  of  a  diploma  in  sanitary  science, 
public  health,  or  state  medicine,  under  section 
tweoty-one  of  "  The  Medical  Act,  1886." 

Line  20,  before  "  to,"  insert  "  (2j  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  medical  officer." 

Line  30,  before  the  flrst  "The,"  insert 
"(3)." 

Pftge  34,  line  8,  after  1857,"  insert "  and  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Act  as  regards  consoli- 
daUon  shall  apply  to  all  burghs  whioh,  at  or 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  have,  or  are  en- 
titled to  uve,  a  separate  police  force." 

Page  34,  at  the  and  of  Clause,  insert  **  For 
the  purposes  of  thisseeUon  the  burgh  of  Ren- 
frew, and  the  police  burgh  of  Lerwick,  shall 
be  deemed  each  to  have  had  at  the  date  of  the 
last  census  a  population  of  not  less  than  seven 
thousand." 

Db.  CLABK  :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
page  37,  line  16,  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  after  "  respectively, "  to  the  end 
of  Clanse  83.     This  is  an  Amendment 

we  got  into  the  Local  Government  Act, 
and  it  was  in  the  Bill  four  years  ago. 
This  provision  has  been  struck  out  so 
far  as  the  counties  are  concerned,  and  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  struck  out  as  regards 
the  burghs  also.    When  the  police  are 

VOL.  V.        [focbth  sebies.] 


sent,  for  coercion  purposes,  into  the 
Highlands,  you  require  to  get  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Authority  of  the  town 
from  which  they  are  taken.  This  gives, 
arbitrary  power  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  without  the  consent  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Glasgow   to  send ' 
Glasgow  polioemeii  on  an  expedition  to- 
Skye.      1  trust  the  Lord  Advocate 
will  be  content  with  the  powers  in  the 
first  portion  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  37, 
line  16,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "  respectively,"  to  the  end  of 
Clause  83.— (Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  have  looked 
into  this  matter  so  fa.r  as  I  have  had , 
time  to  do  so.  and  I  find  that  these 
words  were  inserted  in  the  early  copy 
of  the  Bill  when  it  was  being  promoted 
by  the  Government  of  which  the  right ' 
hon.  MemberforClackmannan  (Mr.  J.B. 
Balfour)  was  a  Member.    It  is  con- 
sidered necessary  in  a  time  of  emer- 
gency that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
or  a  I'esponsible  Minister  should  have 
power  to  order  a  portion  of  a.ny  police 
force  to   a   district   for  temporary ; 
service  withont  firat  having  obtained, 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Taken  on  the  whole  this  clause  is 
likely  to  operate  most  beneficially,  and 
therefore  I  hope  that  the  House  will 
agree  to  it  as  it  stands. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate, 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 

to  :— 

Page  45,  line  36,  after  '*  streets,"  insart 
"  including  tlie  foot  pavements." 

Page  51,  line  23,  leave  out  "  1885,"  and 
insert  1889." 

Page  51,  line  38,  after  "  flagged,"  insert 
"  together  with  the  footways  thereof," 

Db. CLABK:  Ibegtomove,inpage54, 
line  lOt  to  leave  out  "  Commissioners," . 
and  insert  "  ovmers."  I  did  not  press 
this  Amendment  in  Committee,  but  if 
the  Lord  Advocate  wishes  to  be  con- 
sistent he  will  now  accept  it.  It  is 
optional  for  the  Commissioners  to  have 
a  special  rate  for  the  purpose.  Why 
should  there  be  any  change?  I  have* 
three  Amendments  on  the  subject,  but 
they  all  amount  to  the  same. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  54, 
line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  Com- 
missioners,"  and   insert    the  word 

owners." — {Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*'  Commissioners "  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sir  C.  J.  PEAE80N  :  We  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 

incidence  of  assessments.  Under  the 
law  as  it  stands  the  Commissioners  are 
unable  to  take  over  the  footways — 
which  in  itself  is  a  desirable  thing — 
unless  they  do  it  as  owners.  The 
elause,  therefore,  will  enable  them  to 
get  over  the  difficulty,  and  the  Amend- 
ment is  not  neoessary. 

Db.  CLARK  :  I  will  withdraw  the 

Amendment  now. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Db.  CLAEK  :  I.now  move,  in  page 
54,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
*'  footways,"  to  the  end  of  Clause  139. 
The  clause  will  make  a  very  consider- 
able change,  which  I  do  not.  think  we 
ought  to  permit.  Two-thirds  of  the 
cost  of  making  the  pavements 
will  at  once  fall  upon  the  Com- 
misBlonera,  and  I  say  that  if  we  begin 
to  make  payments  like  this  for  the 
owners,  we  have  soon  have  to  roof 
their  houses  for  them. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  54, 
line  15,  leave  out  from  the  word  "  foot- 
ways'*  to  the  end  of  Clause  139. — 

{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Bill." 

(8.10.)  Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON:  lean- 
not  f^ee  with  the  account  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  given  of  this  proviso. 
I  think  it  is  perfectly  fair  that  the 
Oommissioners  should  in  the  first 
instance  levy  only  one-third  of  the  cost 
of  the  improvement  cm  the  owner,  and 
pay  the  two-thirds  out  of  the  local  as- 
sessment. 

Db.  CLARK :  With  interest. 

SmC.  J.  PEARSON:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  suggest  that  interest  shouldbe 
Added? 

Db.  CLARK :  No,  I  only  wish  to 
mihke  the  clause  perfect. 


Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON:  I  consider 
that  it  is  a  perfectly  reasonable 
clause,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  agreed 
to. 

Question  put,  and  agi-eed  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Db.  CLARE :  I  will  next  move,  as 
an  Amendment — 

Page  64,  at  end  of  Clause  140,  add 
"  Whenever  the  Comniisuonera  shall  resolve 
to  uadertahe  the  mainteQaDce  and  repair  of 
the  foot  pavements  in  any  burgh  by  means  of 
a  general  assessment,  it  sball  be  lawful  for 
them  to  charge  all  owners  of  lands  or  pre- 
mises irithin  such  burgh  with  a  special  paving 
asaeBsment  equal  to  but  not  exceeding  two- 
pence in  the  pound  of  the  gross  yearly  .value  of 
each  liuid  or  premises  over  and  above  any 
otiier  assessment  or  rates  to  which  sudi  per- 
sons may  be  liable  under  this  Act" 

Me.  SPEAKER;  I  observe  that 
there  is  a  clause  dealing  with  this 
question. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lobd  Ad- 
vocate ,  the  following  Amendm  ent  s 
were  agreed  to : — 

Clause  201,  pi^e  74,  line  33,  at  end,  insert 
"Providedalwaysjtbat  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  alter,  prejudice,  or  affect  the  existing 
constitution,  rights,  or  privileges  of  any  Dean 
of  Guild  Coutt  existing  at  the  commencement 
of  tUs  Aet,  the  members,  lyners,  or  assessors 
whereof  are  not,  under  the  existing  constitu- 
tion, wholly  apiKnnted  by  the  town  conneil 
of  the  burgh." 

Clause  210,  page  76,  line  31,  leave  out  "Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and  Public 
Buildings,"  and  insert  "Board  ot  Agricul- 
ture." 

Une  39,  leave  out  **Her  Majesty's 
said  Commisaioners,"  and  Insert  "the  sud 
Board." 

Clause  217,  page  79,  Une  20,  leave  out  "  ot" 

Page  92,  leave  out  Clause  256. 

Clause  284,  as  amended,  after  "Pronded 
that  wh«e,  before  the  passing  of  thia  Act," 
insert**  or  within  one  year  thereafter." 

Db.  CLARK  :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
116,  line  33,  to  leave  out  Clause  329. 
You  are  giving  the  Commissioners,  in 
this  clause,  power  to  harry  the  tm- 
fortunate  occupier.  I  think  the  wiser 
plan  would  be  to  sell  the  property  of 
the  owner  and  not  that  of  the  occupier. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  occupier  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  his  landlord's 
debts.  I  think  we  should  leave  out 
this  clause  and  also  the  next  one. 
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(8.15.)  Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen, 
N.) :  I  also  hope  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  agree  to  leave  out  these  two 
clauses,  because  they  would  be  of  no 
value  to  the  Local  Authority. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  116, 
line  33,  to  leave  out  Clause  329.— (i7r. 

-Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  Hiat  Clause  329 
■stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

=(8.16.)  Sm  0.  J.  PEARSON :  I  have 
•been  informed  that  these  clauses  are 
■regarded  as  useful  clauses.  They  are, 
I  believe,  verbatim  as  they  stood  in 
the  Act  of  1862.  This  is  a  short  plan 
ioF  enabling  the  Municipality  to  recover 
"what  is  due.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  clause  and  the  next  one  provide 
;ample  and  sufficient  saieguards. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  117, 
*o  leave  out  Clause  330.— (i?r.  Clark.) 

Amendment  negatived. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lobd  Advocate, 
the  following  Amendm^t  was  agreed 
to  :— 

.  Clause  345,  page  122,  at  eod  of  Clause,  as 
«meoded,  inMrt  "and  on  and  from  the  owner 
of  BBeh  lands  or  premises  the  proportion  of 
«aoh  aasessment,  if  any,  corresponding  with 
the  period  during  which  each  lands  or  pre- 
miaes  were  oocupied  daring  the  sud  year  by 
«ny  other  occupter," 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  136, 
line  24,  to  leave  out  idl  after  "pro- 
stitutes," to  end  of  sub-section. — [Mr. 
Hunter.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^HTOposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BiU." 

*SiB  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  will  acoept 
the  sosond  of  the  hon.  Member's 

Amendments  if  this  one  is  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  pa^e  136, 
line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  "pro- 
fane."— (Mr.  Hunter.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
"  profane  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•(8.15.)  Sra  C.  J.  PEARSON:  I 
aeoe  this  Amendment;  but,  to  prevent 
misimstruotion,  I  may  explain  that  I 
•do  so  only  to  save  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  because  such  cases  can  be 
^dealt  with  under  the  ordinary  law. 


(8.26.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH 
(Flintshire) :  I  think  it  desirable  that 
this  word  should  be  left  out,  but  that 
some  other  word  should  be  substituted 
for  it,  such  as  "blasphemy." 

(8.27.)  Mb.  hunter  :  I  am  afraid 
that  l^e  attempt  to  Insert  that  word 
would  provoke  a  great  deal  of  disoussion 
in  the  House.  It  is  most  undesirable  to 
give  to  unlearned  ma^strates  the  inter* 
pretation  of  a  clause .  which  makes 
blasphemy  an  offence.  I  have  con- 
sulted the  Criminal  Law  of  Scotland, 
and  I  find  only  two  offences  specified — 
brawling  in  church  and  breaking  the 
Sabbath.  Therefore  I  think  the 
clause  should  be  amended  as  I  propose. 
It  would  require  a  very  strong  case 
to  be  made  out  for  an  indictment  for 
breaking  the  Sabbath  to  lie,  and  it  is 
most  undesirable  that  a  term  should 
be  retained  which  hasno  legal  meaning, 
and  is  liable  to  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  the  caprice  of  the  magistrates. 
My  recollection  in  connection  with  the 
word  "profane"  is  in  relation  to  his- 
tory. When  at  school  I  remember 
being  taught  the  difference  between 
profane  and  sacred  history.  The  his- 
tory of  the  two  ^eat  and  noble 
peoples  of  antiqmty — the  Greeks 
and  the  Romans — were  described  as 
profane,  while  the  history  of  the  Jews 
was  called  sacred. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  thefollow- 
ing  Amendments  were  agreed  to : — 

Paf^  136,  line  34,  after  "  recites,"  insert  "  in 
public." 

Page  136,  line  34,  leave  out  **  profane  or," 
Page  137,  line  32,  leave  ovt "  profene." 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate, 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to 

Page  197,  line  30,  leave  out  **  three  montha," 
and  iDsert  "  sixty  days,  exoept  as  hereinafter 

provided." 

Page  197,  line  42,  leave  out "  three  months," 
and  insert  "lixty  days,  except  as  hereinafter 
provided," 

Schedule  1. 

Dr.  CLARK:  I  beg  to  move  in 
Schedule  1,  after  the  word  "Act,"  the  in- 
sertion of  the  words  "  exoept  Section 
101."  Thai  section  is  the  one  by  which 
the  burden  is  left  on  the  landlord  if 
the  footways  are  taken  over.  If  you 
repeal  Section  101  you  repeal  the  bur- 
den, and  I  object  to  thaUteing  done. 
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Amendment  proposed, 

In  Schedule  1,  page  190,  liae  22,  after  tiie 
word  Act,"  to  insert  the  words  "  Section 
lOL"— <i>r.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

'^^Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  This  Amend- 
ment raises  a  point  already  disposed  of 
by  one  of  the  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ments. 

Db.  OLAEK  :  The  Forms  of  the 
House  prevented  me  raising  it ;  there- 
fore I  am  now  bringing  it  forward. 

*Snt  C.  J.  PEARSON :  On  the  merits 
of  the  question  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  what  has  been  said  on  this  and  pre- 
vious occasions.  This  matter  has  come 
up  twice  akeady  in  reference  to  the 
incidence  upon  owners  of  the  assess- 
ment for  maintaining  footways  taken 
over.  I  can  conceive  nothing  more 
awkward  than  to  repeal  the  whole  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  except  a  single 
clause. 

Mb.  hunter  :  We  take  note  that 
the  Government  have  been  verj'  care- 
ful to  omit  one  of  the  few  rates  which 
are  very  properly  landlords'  rates  and 
to  place  the  burden  upon  the  occupier. 

Question  put. 

(8.40.)  The  House  divided  .-—Ayes 
22 ;  Noes  49.— (Div.  List,  No.  191.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  So  far  as  I 
can  gather,  I  believe  that  the  Scotch 
Members  would  agree  to  the  insertion 
of  the  word  "blasphemous"  in  place 
of  the  word  "  profane,"  when  the  Bill 
is  in  another  place. 

Mb.  HUNTER:  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  word  "  blas- 
phemous"  would  not  pass  this  House. 
The  o£fence  of  blasphemy  is  already  an 
indictable  offence.  It  would  be  im- 
proper and  inexpedient  to  give  a 
magistrate  who  has  no  legal  knowledge 
the  power  of  construction. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (St.  Andrew's, 
Ac.) :  Before  we  pass  this  Bill  I  should 
like  to  congratulate  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  skill  with  which 
he  has  piloted  it  through  the  House  ; 
and  I  think  tribute  ought  also  to  be 
paid  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
(Dr.  Clark),  who  has  endeavoured  to 
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amend  the  Bill,  line  by  line,  and  clausa 
by  clause.  Yet,  in  spite  of  th& 
character  of  his  attention,  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  that  the  BlU 
has  survived. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  beg  to  thank  the- 
hon.  Member  for  his  words,  and  to  say 
that  the  bulk  of  my  Amendments  have- 
been  accepted  and  have  improved  the- 
Bill,  which,  however,  is  still  crude  and 
undigested,  and  is  not  much  better 
than  the  law  of  1862,  which  it  repeals. 
But  a  number  of  police  burghs  desired 
the  honour  of  having  provosts  and 
bailies,  and  to  the  possession  of  that 
honour  I  do  not  object.  Otherwise  I 
do  not  think  the  Bill  is  much  required 
in  Scotland.  It  will  soon  have  to  be 
modified  ;  indeed,  one  of  the  reasons 
urged  why  this  Bill  should  go  forward 
was  that  it  might  have  a  trial  and  later 
be  amended.  The  Bill  has  been 
thrashed  out  and  reformed  so  much 
that  very  few  people  understand  it.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  even  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  under- 
standsit.  The RatingClause,espeoiaUy» 
will  soon  require  alteration. 

Question  put,  and  agi-eed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CONSOLIDATED   FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL- 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Thurso  and  Scrabster  Harboues. 

(9.20.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I 
regret  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  not  in  his  place,  because,  as  I  notified 
tohimyesterday.Ihavetomakeaserious 
charge  against  his  action  on  this  stage 
of  the  Vote.  Last  year  we  had  a  grant 
beiore  this  House  of  £50,000  for  certain 
piers  and  harbours  in  Scotland.  I 
then  moved  the  reduction  of  that  grant 
to  £47,000,  and  the  reduced  sum  was 
put  from  the  Chair  and  carried,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  assenting  to  it. 
My  reason  for  moving  to  reduce  the 
Vote  was  this :  A  Commission  went  to 
Thurso  Bay  to  report  as  to  the 
comparative  merits  of  two  harbours 
theie,  which,  with  assistance  from 
the  Government,  could  be  utilised  for  a 
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new  fishing  station  in  that  part  6( 
Scotland.    The  Commission  an-ived  in 
Thurso  on  Satui-day  night,  and  they 
left  OQ  Monday  morning,  l^e  Trustee's 
of  Thurso  harbonr  ana  the  fishermen 
there  were  desirous  of  giving  evidence, 
Imt  the  Commission  heard  no  evidence 
from  anybody,  but  they  reported  in 
,  fovonr  of  Scrabster  harbour  and  dis- 
paragingly   of    Thurso   harbour.  I 
pointed  out  to  the  House  that  probably 
these  gentlemen  had  not  seen  the 
Thiurso  harbour,  except  from  a  dis- 
tance; and,  from  information  I  could 
gather  in  Thurso,  it  appears  that  some 
person  had  met  them  and  that  they  went 
and  had  some  liquor  in  a  hotel,  and  that 
upon  the  information  given  them  by  a 
local  laird  they  reported.   In  reply  to 
..my  hon.   Friend   the    Member  for 
•Orkney  and  Shetland  {Mr.  Lyell),  the 
'Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  promised 
to  consider  the  question  of  obtaining 
further  evidence  with  regard  to  these 
two  harbours,  but,  as  far  as  I  can  find 
■out,  he  has  not  done  so.    The  pier  at 
.  Scrabster  belongs  to  a  private  company, 
■and  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a 
proper  harbour  there  except  at  great 
•cost,  because  the  clilb  are  two  hundred 
feet  high  and  run  right  down  into  the 
sea.   Altogether,  from  lack  of  room  for 
•curing  stations  and  being  two  miles 
.away  from  any  station,  the  place  is 
.utterly  unsuited  for  the  purpose  of  a  new 
harbour  or  fishing  station.    At  Thurso, 
-on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  railway 
station;  and  if  jga.OOO  or  £4,000  more 
were  expended  on  the  harbour  there,  it 
•could  be  made  useful  for  a^l  purposes. 
The  harbour  at  Scrabster,  without 
.great  improvement,  would  be  perfectly 
.-useless,  and  the  Company  who  own  it 
would  lose  their  divi&nds ;  but,  as  the 
.members  of  that  Company  are  good 
■  Unionists,  something  was  required  to 
-.be  done  for  them.     The  Unionist 
■candidate  has  been  doing  his  level  best; 
and  the  Scotch  Office  not  being  able  of 
itself  to  make  an  inquiry,  and  not 
looking  into  the  Report  already  made, 
have  agreed  to  give  £3,000  towards 
improving    this    miserable  harbour, 
notwithstanding  that  Parliamant  last 
year  refused   to  grant  the  money. 
Personally,  I  do  not  care  whether  the 
money  goes  to  one  harbour  or  the 
■other.    AH  I  want  is  that  the  fishermen 
.and  other  local  men  should  have  the 


opportunity  of  giving  evidence  on  the 
matter  before  any  tribunal ;  and  I  told 
Lord  Lothian,  when  I  spoke  to  him  on 
this  matter,  that  I  did  not  care  who 
was  sent  down  to  hold  the  inquiry. 
My  object  all  along  has  simply  been 
to  prevent  Parliament  voting  the 
money  on  inadequate  grounds. 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  take  any 
effective  action  with  respect  to  this 
matter.  There  is  no  Yote  of  which  I 
can  move  the  reduction,  and  of  course 
I  cannot  go  against  the  Second  Beading 
of  this  BiU.  AU  I  can  do  is  to  protest 
against  the  course  taken  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  We 
virtually  carried  a  reduction  of  this 
Vote,  and  an  inquiry  was  promised,  and 
now,  without  any  inquiry,  this  thing 
has  been  done.  The  only  way  in  which 
the  money  can  be  obtained  is  by  saving 
it  out  of  the  Votes  for  Harbours.  They 
have  got  £10,000  for  Provisional  Orders 
tor  harbours,  and  they  may  save  £1,500 
out  of  that ;  but  why  is  it  not  put  on 
the  Estimates  of  the  House  in  astraight- 
f or  ward  manner  so  that  we  can  dis- 
cuss it  ? 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pbabson,  Edinboi^  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  The  hon.  Member  has 
put  his  case  (prward  under  several 
aspects,  and  the  way  in  which  he  has 
dealt  with  the  question  renders  it  necesr 
sary  for  me  to  remind  the  House  that 
he  is  hardly  accurate  when  he  represents 
that  last  year's  reduction  of  the  Vote 
committed  the  House  to  any  particular 
application  of  this  money.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  represented  that  this  sum 
of  £1,500  would  be  lost  to  Thurso,  but 
Thurso  is  now  engaged  in  spending  a 
considerable  sum  of  money,  £13,000, 
advanced  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners.  Of  this  sum  only 
^6,000  or  £7,000  has  been  spent,  and 
the  present  object  is  to  render  the 
harbour  available  in  all  conditions  of 
the  tide  and  to  give  a  depth  of  four  feet. 
But  there  is  now  a  proposal  to  make 
the  depth  eight  feet,  and  a  considerable 
further  sum  will  be  required.  There- 
fore this  sum  of  £1,500  is  not  in  ques- 
tion at  all,  because  there  is  already  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Local  Authorities 
more  money  than  they  are  likely  to 
want  for  the  authorised  purpose  in  the 
present  financial  year.  Thurso  has 
credit  with  the  Pubho  Works  Loan 
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Commissioners  for  the  remainder  of  the 
£13,000,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in  any 
sense  fair  to  put  the  case  as  one  between 
Thurso  and  Scrabster.  "When  Thurso 
has  used  up  all  the  money  that  has 
been  advanced  on  certain  securities, 
then  will  be  the  time  to  raise  this 
question  and  to  make  inquiry  whether 
Thurso  ought  or  ought  not  to  get  a 
grant.  It  does  not,  however,  seem 
very  pertment  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  With  reference  to  what 
he  bon.  Member  said  about  the 
undertaking  to  make  an  inquiry,  I 
have  only  to  say  that  the  West  High- 
lands Commission,  after  such  investi- 
gation as  they  on  their  responsibility 
thought  suflBcient,  pronounced  for  aid 
to  Scrabster  much  on  the  lines  which 
the  Government  are  now  proposing. 
There  was  absolutely  no  question 
as  between  Thurso  and  Scrabster, 
because  -Thurso  was  already  yto- 
vided  for  so  far  as  the  present  &iaDcial 
year  was  concerned.  It  was  a  question 
between  Scrabster  or  nothing.  Either 
this  i:l,500  was  to  be  granted  to 
Scrabster  or  it  must  go  back  into  the 
balances.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Commission  have  sufficiently  considered 
the  matter  to  warrant  the  Government 
in  devoting  this  money  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbour  at  Scrabster.  The 
Government  are  not  likely  to  go  back 
on  their  decision,  and  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  in  pressing  the  case  of 
Thurso  makes  a  mistake.  Thurso 
has  ample  credit  to  go  on  with,  and 
when  they  have  finished  the  present 
loan  then  will  be  the  time  to  raise  the 
question.  At  present  I  hardly  think 
this  is  a  subject  for  discussion. 

Db.  CLABK:  You  will  consider  the 
matter,  then,  when  this  money  is 
finished  ? 

Sm  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  Certainly ;  it 
will  then  4)0  open  for  consideration. 

The  Education  Grakt. 

*(9.40.)  The  VICE  PEESIDENT 
OF  THE  COUNCIL  (Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke,  Kent,  Dartford)  :  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  accept 
these  sparsely  filled  Benches  as  inm- 
eating  the  interest  which  this  PorUa- 
ment  during  the  last  six  years  has 
ta^en  in  elementary  and  higher  educa- 
tion. It  is  well  known  to  a&  of  us  that 
Sir  C.  J,  Pearson 


there  is  a  certain  period  in  the  history 
of  all  hon.    Members    when  they 
are  subjected  to  a  kind  of  chronic 
complaint,  which  takes  the  form  of  the - 
education  of  their  constituents.  The 
vast  majority  of  hon.  Members  have- 
been   inoculated  with   this  election, 
virus  lately,  and  this  furnishes  sufficient 
excuse  for  the  state  of  these  Benches.. 
The  other  day  I  was  challenged  as  to 
whether  I  was  or  was  not  prepared  to< 
make  any  statement  with  r^ard  to 
the  Education  Estimates,  and  in  re-- 
demption  of  a  promise  I  then  gave  I 
now  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks;, 
and  it  would  be  unfair  alike  to  this- 
House  and  the  constituencies,  and  the 
taxpayers  of  this  countrj',  considering, 
the  very  large  sum  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  pay  on  behalf  of  educa- 
tion, if  these  Votes  this  year  were 
allowed,  on  account  of  the  approaching. 
Dissolution,  to  pass  »ub  aileniio  and 
without  any  explanation  of  the  positicm. 
in  which  we  stand  to-day  as  compared 
with  the  position,  from  an  educationid 
point  of  view,  of  six  or  seven  years  ago- 
I  propose,  therefore,  to  give  to  the 
House  some  statistics  with  reference- 
to  what  has  been  done  in  the  last 
educational  year,  and  at  a  later  period 
I  will  deal  with  the  current  financial 
year,  and  with  the  position  in  which  we- 
stand  generally  with  regard  to  the- 
question  of  education.   First  of  all,  the- 
sum  granted  in  thefinancialyear  1891-2. 
was  £4,725,367.    The  sum  actually 
expended  was  considerably  less ;  it 
was  ^4,659,269,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  Exchequer  of  £66,088.. 
The  sum  allotted  for  annual  grantsto- 
day  ■  and    evening    scholars  was- 
£3,539,183,  and  the  sum  actually  ex- 
pended was  £3,498,078.     The  grant 
for  day  scholars  was  IBs.  5d.  per  head, 
or  one  penny  less  than  the  estimate 
the  result  being  an  increase  of  four- 
pence    as    compared  with  ISSO-l* 
when  the  grant  was  paid  partly  under- 
the  old  Code  of  1889  and  partly  under 
the  new  Code  of  1890.    The  surplus  in 
the  annual  grant  above  the  sum  voted 
was  owing,  in  the  first  place,  to  the- 
average  attendance  having  increased  at 
a  somewhat  lower  rate  than  we  esti- 
mated ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  the 
fact  that  the  payment  under  the  Act 
of  1891  for  free  grants  was  not  eqnal  to 
the   sum  that  we  estimated.  Thtt- 
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payments  made  under  that  Act  for  a 
portion  of  the  financial  year  were: 
£775.222,  or  £31.000  less  than  the  esti- 
mate, which  was  framed,  of  course,  on 
data  which  was  very  difficult  to  arrive 
at  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  So 
much  for  fast  year  from  a  monetary 
aspect.  GomiDg  to  the  Estimates  ior 
1892-3,  which  will  obviously  be  more  in- 
teresting to  the  House  and  to  those  out- 
side who  take  an  interest  in  education, 
these  Estimates  of  course  include  the 
paymentof  the  fee  grantunderthe  Act  of 
last  year,  and  provide  for  no  less  a  sum 
than  £5,946,213,  a  sum  of  nearly  six 
millions,  which  shows  an  increase  of  no 
less  than  £1,220.856  over  the  Estimate 
of  the  previous  financial  year.  That  in- 
crease is  mainly  due  to  the  payment  for 
fee  grants  under  the  new  Act,  which 
amounted  to  £1,111,275.  1  was  chal- 
lenged the  other  day  to  give  some 
statistics  with  reference  to  the  working 
of  the  new  Act.  That  Act  came  into 
o^ieration  on  the  1st  &e{  teraber  last, 
and  we  find  that  cue  of  IJ.BOO  schools 
in  England  and  Wales,  only  165  have 
declined  to  accept  it,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  out  of  the  total  mentioned  fourteen 
thousand  or  fifteen  thousand  schools  are 
to-day  absolutely  free.  The  numbmr,  of 
course,  it  is  difficalt  to  accurately 
ascertain,  and  will  be  difficult  until  we 
have  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year  in  August  next.  Since  the  Act 
came  into  operation  the  Department 
bare  also  sanctioned  an  increase  of  fees 
in  tlie  case  of  thirty-one  schools  under 
Section  4  (11)  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  have  refused  in  nineteen  cases 
similar  applications.  The  remainder 
of  the  increase  in  the  Estimate  is 
owing  to  £90,163  extra  for  grants 
for  day  and  evening  scholars,  and 
also  £6,700  for  annual  grants  to 
training  colleges,  which  are  mostly 
(lay  training  colleges.  The  increase  for 
day  scholars  owing  to  the  advance  of 
one  penny  per  head  has  now  reached 
eighteen  shillings  and  sevenpence  per 
head,  and  there  is  an  estimated  in- 
crease of  73.000  in  the  average  attend- 
ance of  scholars.  Ihiring  the  year 
which  concluded  on  the  31st  August 
the  increase  in  the  average  attendance 
was  at  a  much  slower  rate  than  we 
anticipated — only  at  the  rate  of  one  per 
cent.,  or  thirty-two  thousand  scholars ; 
l)ut  for  the  present  year  the  increase  is 
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estimated  at  2-2  percent.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Free  Education  Act  I  should 
like  to  say  one  or  two  words  with 
regard  to  the  challenge  thrown  oat  to 
me  the  other  evening  as  to  what  has 
beffli  the  immediate  result  of  the  Act. 
The  Act  has  not  been  in  operation  many 
months,  but  I  think  it  is  important  that 
the  House  should  know,  and  that  those 
who  have  paid  so  heavily  out  of  their 
pockets  should  know  also,  thatso  far  as 
has  been  ascertained  this  Act  has  been 
in  all  its  operations  a  most  conspicuous 
success.  The  returns  from  our  in- 
pectors  show  this,  and  we  took  par- 
ticular pains  to  ascertain  from  all  our 
inspectors  the  immediate  operation  of 
the  Act.  The  result  of  our  inquiries 
points  to  the  fact  that  during  the  first 
two  months  of  the  operation  of  this 
Act  there  was  a  great  influx  of  children 
in  our  schools  ;  and,  therefore,  I  ask 
the  House  to  understand  that  the 
estimate  of  2-2  per  cent,  does  not 
nearly  represent  what  we  estimate  to 
be  the  increased  attendance  under  the 
new  Act.  As  hon.  Members  will  ob- 
serve, this  is  only  an  estimate  and  not 
a  calculation  under  the  Act.  The  school 
year  varies  in  different  schools,  and 
therefore  in  a  vast  numbw  we  shall 
only  pay  on  the  results  of  the  new 
Act  for  a  portion  of  the  financial  year, 
varying  from  seven  to  eleven  months. 
Therefore  it  is  only  in  the  3893-4  Esti- 
mates that  we  shall  be  able  to  see  the  full 
results  of  the  increased  attendance 
under  the  Act.  1  do  not  think  there 
is  much  reason  for  regret  that  our  in- 
spectors have  noticed  that  the  Uu^e 
increase  in  the  attendance  is  amongst 
infants,  for  all  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  school  management  are  aware  thai 
if  you  once  get  aomld  into  the  school  it  is 
not  difficult  to  retain  it  there.  It  is 
therefore  a  very  hopeful  sign  as  regards 
the  future  attendance  in  our  schools  if 
we  can  get  the  infants  who  will  sub- 
sequently go  on  to  the  higher  standards. 
Some  of  our  inspectors  estimate  the 
increase  in  the  attendance  at  five  per 
cent.,  and  some  as  high  as  eight  per 
cent.  There  is  also  a  considerable  in- 
crease noticeable  amongst  the  older 
scholars,  and  in  one  respect  especially 
we  find  that  the  new  Act  has  worked 
admirably  as  r^ards  attendance. 
Under  the  old  system,  where  the 
scholars  paid  their  fees  on  Monday 
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momiiig,  if  they  missed  on  Monday 
they  generally  missed  school  for  the 
whole  week,  whereas  under  the  new 
Act  a  diild  may  miss  on  Monday  and 
periiaps  on  Tuesday,  but  still  attend  on 
the  sQOceeding  days,  and  thereby  we 
find  a  serions  advantage  gained  as 
regards  attendance.  With  respect  to 
the  work  of  inspection,  the  schools 
inspected  by  the  Department  last  year 
numbered  19,508,  an  increase  of  eighty- 
nine.  The  scholars  on  the  registers 
numbered  4,824,000,  or  20,000  more 
•than  in  1890.  The  average  number  in 
attendance  was  3,750,000,  or  32,000 
more  than  in  the  {devious  year.  I 
think  the  statistics  I  have  given 
will  ^rore  conclusively  that  the 
operation  of  the  new  Code  has 
been  eminently  successful,  and  I 
need  hardly  allude  to  the  increase 
in  the  grant  per  child  to  show  what 
results  the  new  Code  has  borne.  I 
need  not  remind  hon.  Members  of  the 
changes  embodied  in  the  new  Code — the 
examinations  by  sample  instead  of  by 
individual  examination,  the  freedom  of 
classification  of  scholars  and  the  substi- 
tution of  principal,  and  organisation 
and  disci^ne  grants  for  fixed  and 
merit  grants  and  those  upon  individual 
examination.  The  average  rate  of  the 
■grant  per  child  in  infant  schools  was 
158.  5d.,  as  compared  with  15s.  3d.  in 
•the  previous  year,  thus  showing  a 
-Steady  increase  in  the  grant.  The 
average  rate  for  the  older  scholars  is 
188.  ll|d.  as  against  18s.  7Jd.  in  the 
■previous  year.  To  this  we  must  add 
also  the  grants  to  pupil  teachers  for 
schools  in  small  districts,  and  the 
allowance  for  half-time  scholars ;  and 
Uie  net  result  per  head  for  all  scholars 
is  IBs.  4d.  as  compared  with  17s.  lOJd. 
in  the  previous  year.  This  shows  con- 
clusively that  it  is  only  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  secure  that  the  sum  paid  is 
adequately  earned,  and  it  is  clear  that 
the  new  Code  is  doing  a  great  work  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  education  in  our 
elementary  schools.  As  regards  the 
financial  results  of  these  vast  changes 
the  schools  must  have  largely  benefited, 
for  a  grant  of  Id.  per  head  per  child 
represents  £16,000;  therefore  the  in- 
crease which  I  have  already  noted  is 
really  not  far  short  of  £100,000  per 
year.  I  have  now  nearly  done  with 
statistics.    With  regard  to  the  state- 

Sir  William  Hart  Dyke 


ment  that  I  have  usually  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  progress  of  the  children  in 
standards,  now  that  the  examination 
is  made  chiefly  by  sample,  I  have  no 
statement  of  the  kind  to  make  this 
evening.  Another  important  matter  I 
should  like  to  allude  to  is  the  steady  in- 
crease in  class  and  extra  subjects  going 
,on  in  our  schools.  As  has  been  fre- 
quently stated  in  the  course  of  the  Edu- 
cation Debates,  what  we  are  endeavour- 
ing to  do  is  to  give  a  more  practical 
and  more  useful  education  to  our 
children :  that  oux  education  should 
be  less  essentially  bookish,  and  that 
we  should  not  turn  out  these 
children  overcrammed  wit^  learn- 
ing exdusively,  but  endeavour  to 
give  them  an  education  which  wiU 
make  them  practical  and  useful  sub- 
jects of  the  Queen  in  whatever  part  of 
the  country  they  may  be  employed. 
Therefore  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  schools  teaching  class  subjects. 
We  find  that  16,149  departments  have 
been  examined  in  two  class  subjects 
and  4,413  in  one  class  subject.  With 
respect  to  the  teaching  of  cookery  to 
girls,  which  I  tlunk  is  a  most  impoi-tant 
part  of  their  education,!  may  statethat 
the  number  of  girls  qualified  in  1886 
for  the  grant  was  24,500  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools.  In  the  year  with 
which  I  have  been  deaUng,  1891,  the 
number  was  68,291,  which  shows  a 
very  extraordinary  and  steady  inci-ease 
in  the  numbers.  But  in  spite  of  the 
figures  which  I  have  given  to  the 
House,  I  must  say  we  have  arrived 
only  on  the  threshold,  as  it  were,  of  the 
result  of  the  changes  which  I  expect 
will  be  produced  in  our  eduoationtU 
system.  But  before  I  leave  these 
statistics  there  is  one  point  of  vital 
importance  which  I  ought  to  allude  to, 
and  that  is  that  whatever  future 
changes  may  be  made  we  should  keep 
steadily  before  our  eyes  the  question  of 
securing  at  all  hazards  the  attendance 
of  children  in  our  schools.  Consider- 
ing the  large  sum  now  charged  to  the 
taxpayers  for  the  education  of  these 
children,  I  think  it  is  of  thn  utmost  im- 
portance that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  see  that  we  get  as  much  as 
we  can  in  the  way  of  attendance  for  tho 
money  that  we  spend.  For  myself,  it 
may  be  that  I  am  prejudiced,  or  it  may 
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be  that  I  am  taking  a  sanguine  view  of 
the  increase  of  the  attendance ;  but  if  I 
am  disappointed  it  will  be  for  the 
House  at  some  futui-e  date  to  look  after 
the  lai^e  gaps  now  existing  between 
the  aooommedation  provided  for  child- 
ren and  the  children  who  enter  the 
schools  ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  it  will 
•be  for  us  to  bring  proper  pressure  to 
■bear  on  Local  Authorities,  with  a 
view  of  improying  the  attendance. 
£efore  I  leave  statistics  I  should  like 
ito  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
■Science  and  Art  Department  and  its 
liaoidental  reference  to  technical  educa- 
tion. There  has  been  a  steady  increase 
in  the  good  work  done  in  this  Depart- 
ment. In  the  year  1890-1  the  number 
•of  papers  worked  in  science  was 
179,549,  and  the  next  year  showed  an 
increase  of  20  per  cent.,  the  papers  in 
1891-2  being  214,603.  In  art  during 
the  same  period,  1890-1,  the  number  of 
papers  worked  was  107,438,  and  here 
.again  there  is  an  increase  of  15  per 
•eent.,  the  number  for  1891-2  being 
123,708.  These  figures  I  have  given 
-show  that  not  only  is  elementary 
•edooation  pure  and  simple  advancing 
by  considerable  strides,  but  that 
throughout  the  whole  country,  so 
far  as  England,  Wales,  and  Scot- 
land are  concerned,  a  similar  sue- 
•cess  is  attending  the  operations 
■of  the  Science  and  Art  Department. 
I  should  Uke  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  education 
.generally,  and  especially  with  reference 
Ao  what  we  have  been  doing  to  improve 
the  education  of  the  children  in  the 
•elementary  schools.  One  word  with 
reference  to  the  Free  Education  Act. 
I  Bee  an  hon.  Member  opposite  who 
made  a  very  fair  demand  of  me  the 
•other  night  as  to  whether  I  had  any 
•evidence  that  I  was  not  taking  an  over- 
sanguine  view  of  the  Act  when  I  said 
that,  so  far  as  I  could  discern,  the  first 
.result  of  it  was  to  increase  the  attend- 
^ce  steadily,  and  that  it  was  teaching 
.■thrift  to  the  children.  As  regards  the 
.attendance,  I  need  hardly  say  that  I 
,jun  oontent  to  point  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  estimating  for  an 
increase  of  attendance  during  the 
•current  year  of  2*2  per  cent. ;  but  that 
only  represents  a  portion  of  the  true 
.attendance,  because  it  is  only  an 
(estimate,  and  in  the  case  of  many 


schools  will  deal  with  only  a  portion  of 
the  year.  As  far  as  I  can  gather  from 
the  Inspectors  and  observations  I  have 
made  myself,  I  believe  that  the  Act  will 
result  in  a  very  large  increase  of  attend- 
ance in  the  elementary  schools.  Several 
hon.  Friends  of  mine  in  the  Debates  on 
the  Act  prophesied  very  evil  things  of 
education  and  the  future  effect  of  the 
Act.  I  should  like  to  assure  them  and 
the  House,  and  I  have  offered  sufficient 
proof,  that  those  predictions  have  been 
falsified  so  far  as  we  can  discern  at 
present.  It  is  a  curious  point  that,  so 
far  as  this  Act  is  concerned,  there  has 
been  only  one  complaint  to  the  Depart- 
ment with  regard  to  it,  and  it  occun<ed 
in  this  way.  In  the  first  three  or  four 
months  of  the  working  of  the  Act  there 
was  an  enormous  increase  in  the 
attendance  in  elementary  schools — 
itself  a  very  satisfactory  indication  of 
the  success  of  the  Act — and  what 
happened  was  this.  The  Department 
believed,  and,  I  think,  rightly  believeil, 
that  in  assessing  the  grant  they  shouKI 
deal  with  the  attendance  of  the  whole 
year.  In  consequence  of  that  consider- 
able complaint  has  been  raised  in 
several  schools,  especially  in  Lancashire* 
that  they  were  assessedfor  the  whole  year 
instead  of  for  the  three  or  four  months 
only.  It  is  important  to  notice  that  the 
only  complaint  arose  in  consequence  of 
the  immediate  enormous  increase  in 
attendance.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  in  reference  to  the  thrift,  to 
which  I  alluded  the  other  night.  In 
these  days  we  hear  a  great  deal  about 
the  so-called  pauper  question,  about 
workhouses ;  and  schemes  for  old  age 
pensions  are  promulgated.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  the  right  way 
to  deal  with  that  difficulty  is  to  go  to 
the  root  of  the  matter  and  inculcate 
thrift  among  the  children  of  the 
country  while  we  have  them  in  our 
schools.  It  was  with  that  view — 
finding  how  well  the  Act  was  working 
— that  I  thought  it  a  fair  and  right 
opportunity  for  the  Department  to 
issue  a  Circular  to  all  schools  in  the 
country  pointing  out  how  easily  a 
penny  buik  system  might  be  adopted, 
and  our  Circular  was  seconded  by  one 
from  the  Post  Office  of  a  like 
description.  I  will  tell  the  House 
what  has  been  the  experience  of  a  few 
months  in  reference  to  thrift.    I  have 
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had  a  Betum  carefully  prepared  for  me 
in  the  Post  Office,  desJing  with  equal 
penods  before  and  since  the  Act  came 
into  operation.  It  shows  that  the  new 
penny  banks  opened  in  1890-1  were 
230  ;  during  uie  same  period  of 
1891-2  that  number  has  risen  to  2,806. 
representing  an  increase  of  no  less 
than  1,120  per  cent.  The  deposit 
books  supplied  for  the  use  of  penny 
bank  depositors  in  1890-1  were 
161,500,  and  in  1891-2  they  had 
increased  to  610,050,  an  increase 
of  302  per  cent.  This  is  not 
all.  By  the  co-operation  of  the  Post 
Office  we  find  that  in  connection 
irith  the  schools  there  has  been  brought 
into  operation  a  stamp  deposit  uip 
scheme,  and  no  less  than  1,350  of  our 
schools  had  adopted  that  scheme  up  to 
the  1st  May.  There  have  been  supplied 
386,000  stamp  deposit  slips,  repre- 
senting 275,000  new  accounts,  for  a 
sum  of  £13,750.  That  represents  the 
success  of  five  months  only ;  and  as  the 
number  of  schools  is  increasing  at  an 
enormous  rate,  it  is  estimated  that  by 
the  end  of  the  year  1,200,000  shps  will 
foe  sent  in,  representing  over  £60,000. 
I  may  be  told  that  that  is  a  very  smidl 
sum  considering  the  vast  amount  of  the 
reduction  of  fees,  but  I  venture  to  assure 
the  House  that  it  is  no  light  matter  as 
regards  its  influence  on  the  future 
thriftiness  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
If  we  can  popularise  thrift  by  bringing 
the  children  to  practise  it  under  the 
guidance  of  their  parents  in  connection 
with  the  elementary  schools  we  shall 
ha^'e  made  a  vast  stride  in  regard  to 
the  comfort,  happiness,  and  well-being 
of  our  people,  and  we  shall  get  into  the 
banks  the  pennies  which  might  other- 
wise be  spent  in  the  public-house. 
There  is  one  incidental  advantage  of 
this  Act  to  which  I  should  like  to 
allude  ;  it  is  this,  and  I  regret  that  we 
have  not  had  time  to  pass  a  short  Act 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  We  find 
that  a  large  number  of  fimds  have  been 
freed  by  the  Act  which  were  previously 
applied  by  schemes  under  the  Endowed 
Schools  Acts  in  providing  free  places. 
It  is  held  that  these  sums  which  have 
been  freed  cut  still  be  used  for  educa- 
tional purposes ;  they  might  be  utilised 
in  freeing  the  evening  schools  and 
classes  in  the  locality,  or  in  providing 
prizes  and  awards  for  proficiency,  or  in 
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establishing  scholarships  to  retain 
children  at  school  who  have  reached  the- 
standard  of  exemption.  I  should  like, 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  popular  con- 
trol over  voluntwry  schools.  It  is  a 
very  thorny  matter,  anck  I  shall  say 
venr  few  words  about  it.  I  am  glad  to  ■ 
find  that  parental  control  is  spreading 
largely  in  our  voluntary  schools.  I 
know  personally  many  cases  in  which 
the  parents  have  been  invited  by  the 
managers  to  select  a  certain  num* 
ber  of  themselves  to  assist  in  the 
management.  I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  this  addition  to  the  - 
managers.  I'  know  that  many  hon. 
Members  opposite  are  anxious  for 
the  control  of  the  ratepayers ;  but  it 
has  often  been  ui^;ed — and  cannot  be- 
too  often  urged— that  the  control  of  the- 
ratepayers  means  the  annihilation  of 
the  voluntary  system.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion on  which  we  are  here  as  supporters  - 
of  the  voluntary  system,  and  we  will 
fight  it  to  the  death.  I  shall  be  inte- 
rested to  know  how  far  hon.  Members 
opposite  will  place  in  the  forefront  of 
their  election  addresses  this  question  of 
the  ratepayers'  control  of  voluntary 
schools.  One  of  the  greatest  luxuries^ 
from  an  electioneering  point  of  view, 
would  be  their  taking  such  a  course  as 
would  enable  us  to  show  the  country 
how  many  millions,  in  a  capital 
sum,  it  would  involve,  and  how 
many  millions  a  year  the  annual 
charge  on  the  country  would  be.  It 
has  been  often  urged  that  by  the  fee- 
grant  we  should  pour  money  into  the- 
laps  of  the  managers  of  voluntary 
schools  without  obtaining  adequate- 
results.  I  think  the  figures  I  bave- 
^ven  will  show  that  as  far  as  educati<»i. 
IS  concerned  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment all  down  the  line.  Since  the  Aot 
of  last  year  and  the  new  Code  we  find> 
that  voluntary  contributions  have  been> 
steadily  increasing,  and  that  meets  the- 
allegation  that  we  are  paying  the  tax-^ 
payers'  money  to  save  the  pockets  of 
those  who  voluntarily  contributed^ 
The  voluntary  contributions  have  in- 
creased by  no  less  than  £21,000.. 
Further  than  that,  the  rednetiona- 
under  the  unfortunate  17s.  6d.  limit 
have  diminished,  which  diows  that 
subscriptions  have  been  raised  to 
meet  the  increased  sum  earned  by 
the    schools.    Out    of   the  £39,00a 
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odd  which  has  been  usually  deducted 
under  the  limit,  we  must  take  off  no 
less  than  ^4,700.  Putting  these  two 
sums  together  I  think  we  have  a  good 
and  healthy  augury,  not  only  for  the 
future  of  our  voluntary  school,  but  for 
the  future  of  our  whole  educational 
system.  Another  point  of  great  value 
is  the  lai^  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars  examined  in  specifie  and  extra 
subjects.  In  1890  the  increase  was 
only  5,830,  or  8  per  cent. ;  whereas  in 
1891,  though  the  new  Code  had  only 
just  come  into  operation,  that  number 
was  more  than  doubled,  and  the  in- 
crease reached  11,476,  or  14  per  cent. 
I  should  now  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  reference  to  teaching.  With  all 
these  changes  in  our  educational  sys- 
tem, one  of  the  first  and  most  promi- 
nent reforms  which  we  urged  as  neces- 
sary' was  the  improvement  of  our 
teaching  staff,  and  the  securing  of  a 
good  staff  of  teachers  in  our  schools. 
I  am  not  here  to  say  for  a  moment 
that  in  every  school  there  is  a  satisfac- 
tory staff,  but  there  is  a  steady  im- 
provement from  day  to  day.  I  would 
also  remind  the  House  that  one  of  the 
most  difficult  reforms  we  proposed  to 
carry  out  by  the  new  Code  was  to 
secure  the  real  efficiency  of  our  teachers 
by  weeding  out  from  the  pupil  teachers 
the  more  inefficient  at  an  early  stage, 
and  so  giving  them  a  chance  of  t^ing 
np  some  other  mode  of  life.  No  less  a 
number  have  been  weeded  out  than 
1,479.  I  . have  heard  from  time  to  time 
tliat  there  is  a  dearth  of  assistant 
teachers.  It  is  impossible  to  carry  out 
tai^e  changes  of  this  kind  without 
friction  or  difficulties  here  and  there, 
but  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  this 
is  only  a  temporary  difficulty,  and 
that  before  many  months  are  over 
itwillhavedisappeared.  With  regard  to 
the  schools  warned  for  inefficiency,  115 
hare  been  so  warned,  and  it  may  be 
thought  that  is  a  small  number  con- 
sidering the  number  of  schools  which 
receive  grants.  But  the  system  we 
h&vo  adopted  under  the  new  Code 
is  something  of  this  kind  :  besides 
these  115  schools,  a  large  number 
have  been  informally  warned.  We 
thought  it  better  to  give  informal 
warnings  in  the  first  year  before 
proceeding  to  give  formal  warning  in 
the  second  year,  and  suspend  the 
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grant  in  the  third  year.  I  should  like 
to  quote  several  of  the  inspectors'  re- 
ports with  regard  to  the  improvement 
under  the  new  Code.  Mr.  Boutledge 
says — 

"  8iDc«  the  introductioD  of  the  last  Codb- 
I  have  spent  a  connderably  Ui^er  namber  of. 
hoars  in  Bchool  than  I  everdid  before." 

That  is  an  important  point,  as  itpoints- 
to  those  unexpected  visits  which  are  so* 
valuable.  Mr.  Brodie,  another  inspec- 
tor, says — 

"  I  have  DO  hesitaUon  in  saying  that  the- 
Code  of  1890  has  produced  a  moat  salutary 
effect  all  round  on  children,  teachers, 
maiMgera,  and  inepeotors.  The  abolishing  of 
the  uulaeioas  pwcentage  system  alone  is  aa> 
immense  benefit.  While  the  teacher  is  not  lO' 
hard  pressed  to  produce  a  maximtun  of  mini- 
mum results,  he  is  much  more  at  liberty  aa- 
regards  meUiods,  ohfrfce  of  inbjeets,  and  claasi- 
flcation," 

Mr.  Barry,  another  inspector,  says — 

*'  Certain  advaiitages  of  the  ueir  Code  have- 
been  well  explained  by  Mr.  Brodie.  Othw 
advantages  are  freedom  of  classification, 
which,  as  far  aa  I  have  observed,  has  not  been 
abused— the  fact  that  now  the  mass  of  the 
grant  is  fixed,  and  does  not  fluotuate  with  the 
varying  results  of  inspection,  thus  giving  a 
certain  amount  of  financial  stability  to  all 
schools  of  fair  efficiency." 

I  may  point  out  that  an  incidental 
result  of  the  managers  knowing  what 
their  income  was  likely  to  be  has  been, 
the  increase  of  subscriptions.  Mr,.. 
Barry  also  says — 

"  The  financial  reaults  of  the  Code  of  1890  iB> 
the  Bath  district  is  Uiat  203  departmenta,  or 
79  per  cent,  of  the  total  number,  have  received 
larger  grants  than  fhey  did  in  the  previona- 
year." 

Mr.  Coward,  another  inspector,  says — 

"  If  the  nation  compels  its  children  to  go  to 
school,  it  incurs  the  responsibility  of  seeing 
that  they  are  provided  with  accommodation  in ' 
which  their  health  can  be  maintained  in 
vigoar.  The  new  Code  has  in  this  matter 
taken  great  strides  ahead." 

With  regard  to  classification,  he- 
says — 

"  The  new  principle  ot  complete  freedom- 
within  very  moderate  and  reasonable  limito 
enables  the  teacher  to  consider  the  scholar's - 
interest  as  the  main  motive  of  his  olassiflcai- 
tion.  It  enables  him  to  weigh  fully  his  health, 
T^yslcal  and  mental  development,  and  othor  - 
eircomstances  before  determining  his  place 
in  the  school.    My  own  experience  in  the 
Manchester    district,      with    ita  100,00^ 
childreo,  enables  me  to  say  confidently  that  it 
baa  been  used,  on  the  whole,  moderately  andi 
wisely;  and  the  experience  of  my  colleagues - 
agrees  with  mine." 
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So  much  for  the  reports  of  the  in- 
spectors as  regards  the  new  Code. 
Now  I  should  like  to  pass  to  the  ques- 
tion of  drawing  in  our  elementary 
schoola,  with  regard  to  which  extra- 
ordinary strides  have  been  taken.  I 
ma^  remind  the  House  that  we  are 
askmg  under  the  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment Estimate  for  an  increased 
sum  of  £48,050  in  connection  with 
drawing  in  elementary  schools.  In 
1881  the  number  of  schools  examined 
in  drawing  was  5,907 ;  In  1891  it  was 
6,210;  but  in  1892,  under  the  new 
<3ode,  it  had  increased  to  18,693,  out  of 
a  total  of  19,600  schools.  I  think  it  is 
now  admitted  that  pen  andpencil  should 
go  together  in  our  schools,  and  one 
of  the  first  objects  of  our  system 
is  to  train  hand  and  eye  together. 
Considering  the  great  interest  in 
technical  education,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  drawing  lies  at  the  root  of  all 
■progress,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratu- 
lation that  we  have  practically  secured 
the  teaching  of  drawing  in  our  ele- 
mentaiy  schools.  Questions  have  been 
raised  with  regard  to  the  older  teachers 
in  our  schools  and  the  position  they 
hold,  and  X  have  to-day  answered  a 

-question  on  the  subject.  There  seems 
to  be  some  impression  abroad  among 
teachers  that  we  intend  to  bear  hardly 

■  on  some  of  our  older  teachers  who  are 
not  able  at  once  to  teach  drawing.  I 
may  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 
that  we  are  so  satisfied  with  tho 
splendid  results  we  have  already 
achieved  that  there  is  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Department  to  bear 
hardly  on  these  teachers.  Provided 
steps  are  being  taken  to  teach  it,  we 
shall  be  satisfied  to  wait  for  results. 
In  the  evening  school  system,  however, 
lies  the  largest  field  for  educational 
reform.  We  must  all  ask  ourselves. 
What  becomes  evening  after  evening  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  youth  in 
London  and  other  large  towns  ?  The 
question  has  often  been  refen-ed  to  be- 
fore in  this  House,  and  it  should  be  a 
matter  of  great  concern  to  us  to  eu- 
.deavour  to  bridge  over  the  hideous  gap 
between  the  passing  of  the  fifth  stan- 
dard at  eleven  years  of  age  and  the 
time  when  the  youth  is  able  to  take  up 
some  useful  employment.  That  is  the 
problem  we  have  been  trj-ing  to  solve 

-during  the  last  six  years.    We  have 
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made  some  strides  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  we  have  adopted  reforais  and 
changes  which  will  secure  what  we 
want  in  course  of  time.  In  1880  the 
average  attendance  in  evening  schools 
was  46,069 ;  in  1885  it  had  dwindled  to 
24,233 ;  in  1886  it  was  26,089 ;  but  in 
1891  we  had  precisely  doubled  those 
figures — they  had  rea7hed51.974.  That 
is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  I  believe 
we  are  only  at  the  beginning  of  the 
change  we  shall  achieve  by  having  freed 
the  curriculum  of  our  evening  schools. 
It  is  observable  that  since  we  have  pro- 
vided that  any  child  who  has  passed 
standard  five  may  learn  any  subject, 
we  have  foimd  a  considerable  increase  i  n 
the  attendance.  We  have  also  had  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  those 
who  have  taken  extra  subjects — 
in  1890  only  15,000  were  examined 
in  extra  subjects ;  in  1891  the 
number  was  27,546,  an  increase  of 
83  per  cent.  But  we  hope  we  have 
taken  the  best  step  of  all  in  connection 
with  the  evening  schools  by  publishing 
and  circulating  an  Evening  Continuation 
School  Code.  That  has  not  been  issued 
many  weeks,  but  hon.  Members  will 
observe  that  it  gives  far  greater  facilities 
for  evening  schools,  and  has  a  syllabus 
large  enough  and  wide  enough  to  suit 
the  exigencies  of  any  body  of  managers 
and  any  teacher.  We  believe  by  the 
adoption  of  this  Code  we  shall  be  able 
to  seciure  the  attendance  of  a  satisfac- 
tory number  of  pupils.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to 
the  workingof  our  schools  hitherto  under 
the  Technical  Education  Act  of  1890. 
With  regard  to  the  important  subject 
of  technical  education,  a  Beturn  ob- 
tained in  another  place  shows  that  in 
a  great  number  <»  cases  the  County 
Councils  in  England  and  Wales  have 
applied  the  whole  of  their  share  of  the 
residue  under  the  Local  Taxation 
(Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1890,  to 
technical  education  ;  and  only  in  four 
instances,  in  England,  has  the  money 
been  applied  solely  in  aid  of  the  rates ; 
while  in  some  instances  the  grant  has 
been  supplemented  out  of  the  rates. 
Well,  so  far  as  it  goes,  that  is  eminently 
satisfactory,  as  it  shows  that  this  new 
system  of  technical  education  has  been 
spread  like  network  throughout  the 
whole  of  our  counties  in  England  and 
Wales.   But  I  thmk  I  would  be  doing 
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wrong  if  I  were  to  pretend  that  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  actual 
education  given  and  with  the  present 
adoption  of  the  Act.  I  am  nothing 
of  the  kind.  In  many  cases  I  believe 
our  County  Councils  have  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  knowing  what  to 
do  with  this  sum  which  was  allocated 
to  them  for  teehhical  education.  This 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  In  the  great 
industrial  centres,  in  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  and  elsewhere,  they  have 
splendid  practical  institutions  in  which 
technical  education  has  been  carried 
on  for  years ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  in  many  places  in  the  rest  of 
England  it  has  }^n  a  new  thing 
altogether  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  in  some  cases  the  County 
Councils  have  gone  astray  in  the 
application  of  this  fund.  If  I  might 
urge  one  thing  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance it  is  this — that  there  is  no  use 
in  spending  this  money  on  lectures, 
going  around  from  place  to  place  to 
different  halls  and  institutions, 
unless  you  have  antecedently,  or 
accompanying  the  lectures,  pro- 
vided practical  teaching.  Therefore, 
I  would  urge  this  at  all  events :  that 
this  money  had  better  be  spent  for 
some  other  purpose  than  spent  upon 
lectures.  I  think  what  we  ought  to 
supply  first  is  practical  teaching,  and 
then,  after  practical  teaching  has  been 
provided,  lectures  may  be  supplied  with 
the  greatest  success.  Having  said  so 
much,  this  criticism  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  this  Customs  Fund  to  technical 
education  leads  me  to  consider  another 
topic  upon  which  I  should  like  to 
touch,  and  it  is  a  very  important  one. 
It  brings  to  view  one  thing  which 
demands  very  serious  consideration, 
and  it  is  this:  Considering  all  that 
has  "been  done  during  the  past  six 
years  for  our  elementary  system  of 
education,  not  only  as  regards  the  sums 
which  we  have  spent,  but  the  large 
alterations  which  we  have  made  in 
regard  to  our  whole  system  of 
teaching,  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  we 
were  to  leave  our  elementary  education 
alone,  so  as  to  test  the  reform  we  have 
made  thoroughly,  and  allow  our  ele- , 
mentary  system  to  fructify  as  it  stands ; 
and  if  we  were  to  turn  our  attention  to 
what  I  consider  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  impcnrtanoe  to  all  of  us,  and 
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that  is  to  endeavour,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  fill  up  the  gap  which  now 
exists  between  our  elementary  system 
of  education  and  our  University  educa- 
tion by  establishing  a  proper  system  of 
secondary  education.  In  urging  this 
at  the  very  end  of  a  Parliament,  it  may 
be  said  that  I  am  recanting  what  I 
urged  some  years  ago  at  an  earlier 
period  of  this  Parliament  with  reference 
to  secondary  education;  but  whether 
I  am  recanting  the  opinion  which  I 
expressed  before  on  this  subject  or  not 
is  a  very  small  matter  indeed.  What  is- 
a  matter  of  importance  is  that  those 
of  us  in  this  House  who  have  been  at 
work  on  this  great  question  for  six  years 
past  are  not  afraid  to  say  what  they 
think  would  be  best  for  the  educational 
future  of  the  country.  That,  after  all,, 
is  the  impoi'tant  matter.  I  hope  the 
new  Parliament,  when  it  is  elected, 
will  consider  how  best  to  bring  into  focus 
and  to  co-ordinate  all  these  scattered 
efforts  and  place  them  all  under  one 
Department,  which  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  whole  of  our  educational  system ; . 
and,  in  considering  how  best  that  can 
be  done,  will  frame  some  scheme  to- 
utiUse  the  gi*eat  endowments  which 
we  have  in  this  country.  Wales  out  of 
her  poverty  has  set  a  great  example. 
Wales  out  of  her  poverty  came  to- 
Parliament,  said  her  endowments  were 
few,  and  asked  for  assistance  in 
establishing  a  system  of  secondary 
education.  Parliament  came  to  the 
rescue,  and  very  late  one  night  some 
years  ago  passed  a  scheme  of 
secondary  education  for  Wales.  From 
all  I  can  gather  from  all  parties  in 
Wales,  both  from  those  who  are 
engaged  in  working  it  and  from  those 
who  are  reaping  benefits  from  it,  that 
Act  has  been  already,  and  will  be  in 
the  future,  of  •  enormous  benefit  to 
Wales.  Well,  having  tested  it  in 
Wales,  why  should  not  richer  England 
diffuse  the  benefit  of  her  rich  endow- 
ments for  the  cause  of  secondary 
education  ?  I  should  like  to  read  one 
short  paragraph  from  the  Report  of 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  which 
they  state  what  they  think  ought  to 
be  done.  The  Charity  Commissioners 
say : — 

"  lo  our  dealings  with  the  County  Councils 
with  regard  to  moneys  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal for  eddcational  purposes  ander  the  Local 
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TautioD  (CuBtoms  and  Excise)  Act,  1^90 
(53  and  54  Vic,  c.  60),  we  are  still  checked 
by  otir  inability  (except  in  Wales  and  Moo- 
mootbsUre)  to  treat  as  permanent  endowment 
itny  yeariy  •am  which  a  County  Couneil  may 
'be  dispModto  devote  for  edacatioa  under  a 
scheme  ot  our  Board.  We  suggested  in  our 
lut  Report  that  legislation  on  this  ^int  would 
'be  advantageous.  Id  the  meantime,  all  we 
■can  do  in  such  cases  is  to  arrange  the  scheme 
on  the  presumption  that  the  County  Counoil 
.grant  will  be  continued,  aod  to  wave  the 
■contingency  ot  its  withdrawal  to  be  dealt  with, 
<if  it  should  occur,  as  and  when  occasion  arises. 
But  we  have  felt  ourselves  justified  in  basing 
'OUT  acUon  on  the  assumption  that  the 
•deliberate  intentions  o(  a  County  Council  in 
>rmurd  to  a  oontiooing  edaoational  paat 
■wffl  not  be   snflerod  to  miaoarry  ;  and 

•  on  this  view  ot  the  matter  we  have 
-entered  readily  into  a  lane  project  pro- 

•  moled  jointly  by  the  Coon^  Councils  of  Kent 
Surrey,  and  Sussex  (East  and  West), 
for  me  establishment  of  a  fully-«qaipped 
-school  and  college  of  agriculture  for  the 
benefit  of  the  three  counties,  the  baaiBOf  the 
arrangement  being  that,  while  a  (dte  and  baild- 
.ings  are  provided  out  of  an  ancient  endow- 
vment,  tiie  entire  cost  of  maintenance  is  met 
by  funds  to  be  provided  by  the  three  Councils. 
As  the  law  stands,  we  have  no  power  to  clothe 
the  yearly  payments  from  the  Councils  with  a 
permanent  trust  for  the  school  and  college ; 
and  yet  without  such  payments  the  scheme 
would  be  financially   impracticable.  The 

'  scheme  can,  therefore,  bo  operative  only  if  and 

■  so  long  as  the  three  Councils  find  the  necessary 
tands.  Apart  from  the  project  above  referred 
to,  the  County  Counoil  of  Surrey  have  dete> 

tmined  to  aid  the  endowments  of  several 
grammar  schools  within  their  area  by  yearly 

:grants  varyii^  from  £160to  £2S0  »year,  oon- 
^tionally  upon  the  doe  representation  ot  the 
Council  upon  each  Govermng  Body.    A  draft 

-  scheme  is  now  in  progress  providing  for  the 
required  enlargement  of  the  several  Governing 
Bodies,  and  otherwise  adapting  the  schools 
aided  to  the  requirements  of  the  Council  in 
respect  of  the  provision  for  tcientifto  and 

'  teebnioal  inBtructioa." 

This  evidenoe  only  shows  that,  in  all 
parts  of  England,  the  people  are  alive 
to  this  great  question  ;  and  that  it  is 
■only  (or  Parliament  to  meet  these  local 

■  efforts  by  an  effort  of  its  own.  It  seems 
to  me  that  one  of  our  chief  objects,  at 
all  events,  should  be  to  utilise  the 

-  endowments  wherever  they  exist.  In 
many  cases  where  there  are  small 
endowments  but  good  buildings,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  County  Councils 
•could  apply  the  sums  at  their  dis- 
posal for  technical  education,  either 
under  a  scheme  or  under  an  Act  of 
Parliam  m.  There  is  also  the  great 
questio  I  of  the  inspection  of  endowed 
schools,  coupled  with  the  question  of 
the  registration  of  onr  teachers.  These 
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are  all  subjects  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  near  future ;  and  I 
trust  for  myself  that  one  of  the  very 
first  acts  of  the  new  Parliament,  what- 
ever its  complexion  may  be,  when 
elected,  will  be  to  frame  some  each 
scheme  as  I  have  indicated  to  make 
the  ladder  complete,  so  as  to  enable 
every  child  in  our  elementary  schools 
to  mount  steadily  up  this  ladder,  through 
our  secondary  system  of  education,  to 
the  very  best  University  education.  I 
have  only  to  apologise  to  the  House 
for  having  made  this  very  long  call 
upon  its  time  and  patience.  I  should 
like  also  before  I  sit  down  to  say  this : 
that  whatever  our  future  struggle  may 
be  or  whatever  the  educational  issues 
may  be,  or  whether  it  may  be  my  lot 
to  take  part  in  them  or  not,  I  shall 
never  forget  that  daring  the  sii:  years 
I  have  undertaken  the  management  of 
this  Department  I  have  met  from  all 
quarters  of  this  House,  from  every 
section  of  this  House,  generous  sym- 
pathy and  consideration,  which  will 
live  in  my  memory  at  least  as  long  as 
I  live.  When  the  new  Parliament  is 
elected  and  the  great  strops  is  over, 
when  the  wounded  and  the  dead  are 
carried  away  and  our  weapons  have 
been  again  placed  in  their  sheaths,  I 
trust  uie  new  Parliament,  like  its 
predecessor,  will  not  be  unmindful 
of  this  great  educational  question . 
I  trust  that  the  Members  of  this  House, 
being  steady  beUevers  in  this  question, 
willactpracticallyupontheirb^ief;  and 
however  lai^e  this  great  charge  may  be 
which  their  fellow-countrymen  and  the 
taxpayers  may  have  to  pay  towards  the 
cause  of  education,  surely  this  great 
sum  ought  to  represent,  after  all,  the 
best  and  safest  policy  of  insurance  for 
the  stability  of  our  country  and  the 
future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our 
people. 

*(10.40.)  Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK 
(London  University)  :  I  am  sorry  there 
are  not  more  Members  present  to  listen 
to  the  statement  made  by  my  ri^t 
bon.  Friend.  I  am  sure  that  those 
of  us  who  are  present,  and  have 
heard  this  interesting  and  valu- 
able statement,  must  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  the  great  pn^ress 
that  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year.  No  doubt  some  had  entertained 
fears  that  the  practical  abolition  of  fees 
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in  our  elementary  sohools  would  really 
have  the  efieot  of  diminishing  the 
attendance ;  but  experience  shows  that 
.all  such  fears  have  been  found  to  be 
•entirely  visionary;  and  I  think  we  may 
congratulate  my  right  hon.  Friend  both 
on  the  increased  attendance  which  he 
.anticipates  on  such  good  grounds,  and 
also  on  the  fact  that  this  very  great 
•eluMige  has  been  carried  through  with 
remarkably  little  friction.  My  right  hon . 
Friend  has  said  that  one  of  the  defects 
•of  our  educational  system  hitherto 
was  that  it  has  been  too  bookish,  and 
not  sufficientlypraotioal,andIamairaid 
tiiat  is  the  ease  still.    My  right  hon 
Friend  referred  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  who  are  going  in 
for  the  special  subjects,  but  I  think 
that  those  who  will  look  tlirough  the 
figures  will   agree    with    me  that, 
:  although  no  doubt  there  has  been  a 
-considerable  increase,  still  that  increase 
has  been  rather  with  reference  to  the 
'bookish  sabjeots  than  to  the  more 
practical   ones  to  which  my  right 
hon.  fViend  has  referred.  fSo  lar 

■  as  elementary  science  in  our 
schools    is    concerned,    last  year 

■only  between  thirty  and  forty  schools 
presented  children  for  examina- 
tion on  these  subjects ;  and  when  we 

•consider  that  there  are  some  twenty 

thousand  schools  altogether,  I  think  we 
must  feel  that  this  is  a  very  unsatis- 
factory position  in  which  to  find  our- 
selves. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no 
■doubt  true  that  science  schools  in  con- 
nection with  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  are  maUng  most  satis- 
.  factory  progress.  That  is  a  matter 
in  which  we  must  all  rejoice.  At  the 
same  time  I  should  very  much  like 
to  see  more  attention  given  to 
that  subject  in  the  elementary  schools 
.  also.  As  regards  evening  schools  the 
increase  in  the  attendance  during  the 
past  year  has  been  very  considerable ; 
but  at  the  same  time  the  total  number 
,  ■  of  children  in  the  evening  schools  is 
still  very  small  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  of  the  country,  so  that  I  hope 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  continoe  to 
•  direct  his  attention  to  that  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  subject,  and  that  whoever 
makes  the  educational  statement  next 
year — whether  my  right  hon.  Friend  or 
anyone  else — will  be  able  to  tell  us 

■  that  the  number  of  children  in  the  even- 
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ing  schools  has  continued  to  increase* 
So  far  as  drawing  is  concerned, 
the  statement  of  the  Vice  Pi'esident 
left  little  to  be  desired.  But  the 
particular  point  to  which  I  beg  to  draw 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  attention, 
especially  because  he  said  that  we 
might  leave  the  Code  to  stand  for  a 
time  and  make .  no  further  ehange  as 
regards  our  elementary  schools,  is  the 
exclusion  of  elementary  science  to 
such  an  extent.  I,  for  one,  could 
not  altc^ther  subscribe  to  that  hope 
so  long  as  I  find  that  elementfuy 
science  is  so  much  excluded  from  our 
schools.  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  direct  his  attention  to  that 
point,  which  I  cannot  but  think  is  a 
very  great  blot  upon  our  system  as  it  at 
present  stands.  Until  some  change  is 
made  in  this  respect  we  cannot  say 
that  our  elementary  schools  are  in 
a  satisfactory  position. 
•(10.60.)  Sir  EICHAED  TEMPLE 
(Worcester,  Evesham)  :  I  join  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  has  just 
sat  down  in  offering  my  congratulations 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Minister 
of  Education  upon  the  statement  he 
has  made.  No  doubt  I  am  one  of 
those  few  who  do  not  always  a^ee 
with  the  educational  policy  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  Still,  I  must  admit 
the  general  excellence  of  the  educa- 
tional administration.  No  doubt  there 
has  been  a  great  increase  of  popularity 
as  well  as  of  efficiency.  Our  schools 
are  improving  all  along  the  line.  There 
has  been  an  increase  of  the  actual  attend- 
ance and  an  increase  of  the  average 
attendance ;  and  the  House  will  know 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
these  two  things.  There  is  also  a  satis- 
factory increase  in  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions, and  also  in  the  numbers  of,  and 
the  attendance  in,  evenmg  schools. 
There  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  improve- 
ment also  in  the  teaching  of  elementary 
science  —  I  c^n  answer  for  that  at 
all  events  within  the  Metropolitan 
area.  But  there  is  one  particuUu'  point 
of  the  greatest  interest  to  practical 
educationists,  to  which  I  venture  to 
direct  the  attention  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  The  House  is  aware  of  the 
great  interest  which  parents  in  the 
working  classes  attach  to  the  manner 
in  which  their  children  shall  be  able  to 
leave  school  in  order  to  go  to  work. 
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Accordingly  the  existing  law  prescribes 
that  a  child  must  have  passed  the 
fourth  standard  before  it  can  go  to 
half-time  work,  and  the  sixth  standard 
before  it  is  allowed  to  work  full 
time.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  law 
prescribes  that  a  child  must  pass  these 
standards ;  and  that  means  that  it 
most  pa^  them  in  all  the  subjects 
which  are  included  in  these  two  stan- 
dai'ds.  Now,  that  might  have  worked 
extremely  well  so  long  as  there  was 
a  system  of  individual  examina- 
tion ;  but  other  hon.  ^Members  and 
myself  impressed  upon  the  Government 
the  importance  of  luodifyiug  the  system 
of  individual  examination,  and  in  the 
year  1890  my  right  hon.  Friend  was  so 
good  as  to  modify  that  system.  He  did 
not  go  certainly  so  far  as  practical 
educationists  desire,  but  still  he  went  a 
considerable  length,  and  in  so  far  has 
conferred  a  signal  benefit  on  all  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  work  of 
education  as  well  as  upon  the  scholars 
themselves.  But  now  this  benefit  is 
seriously  threatened,  and  if  a  remedy  is 
not  appHed  much  of  the  advantage 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  desires 
and  has  actually  secured  to  the  cause 
of  education  will  be  lost.  Now  that  the 
s}'3tem  of  individual  examination  is 
done  away  with,  we  have  an  ex- 
amination of  the  general  condition 
of  the  schools  by  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors,  and  we  have  superadded 
to  that  what  is  called  "  sample  ex- 
amination." A  scholar  is  moved  from 
one  standard  to  another,  not  upon 
individual  examination  but  upon 
a  general  classification  arranged  by 
the  master  according  to  the  system 
which  I  have  mentioned.  Now, 
when  a  working  man  finds  that 
his  child  has  been  promoted  from 
the  fourth  to  the  fifth  standard,  he 
naturally  says,  "  Why,  the  child  can 
now  work  half-time."  But  not  so. 
There  is  an  objection  thereto — namely, 
that  the  child  has  not  actually  passed  ; 
though  he  has  been  promoted  from  the 
fourth  standard  to  the  fifth  upon  the 
general  system  now  arranged,  he  has 
not  technically  passed,  and  therefore 
cannot  go  to  work.  This  is  becoming  a 
very  serious  grievance  among  the 
parents ;  and  there  is  but  one  mode  of 
rectifying  it.  It  is  not  a  question  of  im- 
proving the  Code ;  it  is  a  question  of  the 

Sir  Bichard  Temple 


law.  ■  There  are  several  Acts  concerned' 
inthismatter  whichmustall  be  modified 
or  repealed  ;  and  this  is  a  matter  which 
can  only  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  I  may 
remind  him,  as  he  properly  lays  so- 
much  stress  upon  attendance,  that  this 
would  be  a  means  of  improving  the 
average  attendance  —  because  what 
form  should  the  remedy  take  ?  We 
shall  bave  to  prescribe  by  the  law  that 
the  children  shall  be  considered  to 
have  passed  these  standards,  and  to 
have  been  promoted  from  one  standard 
to  another,  not  upon  individual  exami- 
nation, but  upon  attendance  plus  the 
general  tests  of  the  inspection.  I 
think  everybody  concerned  in  teaching 
will  admit  that  the  true  test  in  these 
cases  is  attendance.  Here,  then, 
would  be  a  potent  motive  supplied 
to  every  parent  to  secure  the 
attendance  of  his  child  so  that  it 
might  fulfil  the  prescribed  attend- 
ance, and  so  qualify  to  obtain 
that  certificate  which  is  necessary  in 
order  to  enable  it  to  go  to  work  and 
earn  wages.  I  hope  I  have  not  unduly 
laboured  this  matter,  but  I  assure  the 
House  and  the  Government  that  it  is 
one  of  pressing  importance.  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  about  the  drawing. 
I  entirely  oononr  with  everything 
which  has  fallen  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  regarding  the  importance  of 
this  branch  of  art  forpractical  purposes. 
Having  practised  it  all  my  life,  I  should 
be  the  first  to  magnify  its  importance ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  -  that  in  the 
country  a  great  number  of  elderly 
schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  are 
being  sorely  troubled  in  this  matter 
because  they  cannot  teach  drawing; 
and  all  these  elderly — I  will  not  say 
antiquated — ^schoolmasters  and  school- 
mistresses who  cannot  teach  draw- 
ing are  exactly  the  people  who 
ought  to  be  superannuated ;  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  this  matter  of 
superannuation  will  be  seriously  taken 
up  by  the  next  ParUament.  Already 
a  full  and  complete  Report  by  the  Com- 
mittee, mostly  experts  in  education, 
has  been  presented  to  this  House,  and 
I  earnestly  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament  and  of  the 
country.  I  am  sure  it  is  a  sobjeot 
which  is  regarded  with  the  utmost 
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anxiety  by  the  50,000  teachers  who  &cq 

now  employed  in  England  and  Wales. 
As  regards  the  evening  classes,  I  was  one 
of  those  who  hoped  that  once  the  new 
Code  was  liberalised  in  reG^iect  of  the 
evening  class  Bohools,  and  we  had  a 
popular  curriculum,  then  all  would  go 
well,  and  our  evening  classes  would 
advance  by  leaps  and  bounds.  But 
such,  I  grieve  to  say,  is  not  the  case. 
Of  course  they  are  growing ;  we  were 
increasing  graidually  before  the  new 
Codei  and  axe  stUl  increasing,  but 
somehow  or  other  the  best  intentions 
of  the  new  Code  have  not  quite 
answered  expectations.  We  seem 
tojlhalt  somewhat,  and  I  am  afraid 
some  other  measure  will  have  to  be 
devised.  I  know  this  is  a  subject  in 
which  the  Member  for  Flintshire  takes 
the  greatest  interest,  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  able  to  enUghten  us  upon  it  this 
evening ;  but  I  am  sure  we;shall  have 
to  take  some  additional  step  in 
this  behalf.  It  is  absolutely  essential, 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  admits, 
that  something  further  should  be 
done  in  this  respect,  and  I  fear 
that  something  in  the  shape  of  com- 
pulsion will  have  to  be  adopted  if 
evening  classes  are  to  be  rendered 
efficient.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
there  is  to  be  a  disadvantage  of  that 
kind,  we  shall  have  to  ofEsr  some  cor- 
responding advantage  or  facility 
or  easement,  if  I  may  use  that 
term,  which  Gdiall  reconcile  the  work- 
ing classes  to  any  such  change.  I 
must  express  my  regret  that  the  Bill 
for  relieving  the  voluntary  schools  from 
rating  has  somehow  fallen  through.  We 
had  hoped  that,  if  the  schools  were  to 
be  thrown  open  to  political  meetings 
and  used  for  all  sorts  of  electioneering 
purposes,  at  all  events  they  might  be 
excused  from  the  payment  of  rates. 
That  was  our  hope,  and  it  has  been 
disappointed,  and  I  must  express 
my  regret  that  this  measure  has 
fallen  urough.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man properiy  alluded  to  the  bridg- 
ing over  of  the  gap — of  the  interval 
between  our  elementary  education  and 
onr  University  system.  Surely  that 
refers  to  secondary  education.  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  in  this  matter 
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of  secondary  education  a  measure  lor 
the  registration  of  teachers — a  measure 
which  is  fraught  with  the  direst  con- 
sequences both  to  the  qualification  and 
the  status  of  the  teachers — ^has  been 
before  the  House  now  for  two  Srasions. 
A  Select  Committee,  presided  over  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  himself,  sat  last 
Session.  In  accordance  with  the 
Beport  of  that  Committee,  a  Bill  has 
been  drafted  and  introduced  by  me 
this  Session.  It  was  supported  by  two 
educational  authorities  on  the  other 
side — the  hon.  Membw  for  Eccles  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Leeds — and  I  think  it  had  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Education  Department 
itself.  This  has  been  brought  repeatedly 
before  the  House,  and  to  ray  great 
regret  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain 
a  Second  Beading.  I  have  to  thank 
the  House  for  listening  to  these  prac- 
tical observations,  and  to  express  my 
thankfulness  to  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  the  statement  he  has  been 
able  to  make,  and  my  confidence  that 
it  will  greatly  strengthen  the  cause  of 
educaticm  in  the  country  at  large. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

OALWAT  INFIBHABY  (re-eommUted} 
BIIiL.-(No.  35a) 
COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  I  hope  the  House  will 
aUow  the  Third  Reading  to  be  taken. 
This  BiU  has  passed  through  a  Select 
Committee.  It  deals  with  a  matter  of 
great  xag&aay,  and  there  is  barely  time 
to  pass  it  through. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (BeUast,  W.):  I  was 
just  about  to  make  an  appeu  in  the 
same  sense,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  it. 

Bill    read  the   third   time,  and 
passed. 
3  £ 
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WITNBBI^BS  (PUBUC  mQUIRIEB) 
PBOTBUnON  BILL.— (No.  365.) 

CHANOED  FROU 

WITNES8BS  (ROYAL  COMMISSIONS 
AND  PABLUMENT)  PROTECTION 
BILIi^-<No.  887.) 

CONSIDEBATtOM. 

As  amended,  considered. 

NewClaose — 

(Application  to  Soottaad.) 
"  In  tha  ^iplication  of  this  Aot  to  Bootland 
the  following  modiflcations  shall  have  effect : — 
(1.)  A  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  means 
the  sheriff ;  (2.)  If  the  complainant  or  the 
party  charged,  as  in  section  three  of  this  Act 
mentioned,  objects  to  the  case  being  dealt 
iritlt  ■nmmarihr,  it  shall  be  sent  for  &ial  by 
the  sherift  with  a  jury,  or  by  the  High  Court 
of  Jastieiary,aa  Her  Majesty's  Advowte  tball 
direct;  (3.)  Judgment  debt  means  a  civil 
debt,  and  suoh  debt  may  be  recovered  in  any 
competent  court,"— (Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,) 

— brought  np,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

TECHNICAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  INSTI- 
TUTION8  BILL  [Xords.] 

COMUFTTEE. 

Considered  in  (Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Claose  1  agreed  to. 
Clause  3. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albebt  Boxxit 
(Islington,  S.)  the  following  Amend- 
ment was  agreed  to : — 

Pue  1,  line  10,  leave  out  all  after  "instruc* 
tion,"to  end  of  Sub-section  (1),  and  insert 
"within  the  meaning  of  *The  Teohnioal 
InstroetiDn  Act,  1889/*' 

Claose,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  11,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow. 

LAND    COMMISSIONERS  a^^LAND) 
BILL,— (No.  396.) 

CONSIDEBATION. 

As  EUnended,  considered. 

(11.170  SEXTON  (Belfast, 

W.) :  Tne  Bill  prqposes  that  the 
Purchase  Commissioners  diall  not 
receive  their  increase  of  salary  until 
the  Fair  Bent  Commissioners  have 


cleared  off  their  arrears  of  work. 
That  is  a  very  indefinite  period ;  and  as 
the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  has  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  arrears  might  be 
cleared  off  in  nine  months,  I  would 
propose  that  the  equalisation  of  the 
salaries  should  come  into  force  on  the 
1st  January  of  next  year.  I  therefore 
move — 

In  page  ;l,  line  9,  after  tiie  word  "  of,"  to 
insert thB  words  **or  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  whiehever    date  shall  first 

occur." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

(11.19.)  Thb  CHIEF  SECRETABY 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.) :  What  was  contemplated  in  r^urd 
to  this  arrangement  was  that  there 
should  be  an  equalisation  of  work  as 
well  as  an  equalisation  of  salaries.  I 
think  it  was  also  intended  that  the 
equalisation  of  salaries  should  take 
place  from  the  date  when  the  duties  of 
the  Commissioners  should  become 
interchangeable,  or  rather  when  the 
arrears  had  been  overtaken  both  by 
the  Faur  Bent  and  the  Purchase 
CommissionerB.  I  would  surest  that 
Ist  June,  1893,  would  be  a  better 
date  than  1st  January.  The  Ist 
June  is  perhaps  a  somewhat  san- 
guine estimate  as  to  the  period ' 
when  the  whole  of  the  fair  rent 
appeals  will  be  cleared  off,  although 
they  may  be  overtaken  in  less 
time  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  purciiase  arrears,  as  now  shown 
by  the  Betum  which  has  been  made  to 
the  House,  are  such  that  even  by  that 
date  the  Purchase  Commissioners  will 
be  behind  with  their  work.  I  think 
the  suggested  alteration  is  one  which 
the  hon.  Member  will  accept,  for  it  will 
give  a  considerable  advantage  to  the 
Purchase  Commissioners,  as  it  antici- 
pates the  date  probably  by  some 
months,  if  not  by  a  year,  when  their 
work  will  have  been  brought  up  to 
date.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
agree  that  I  have  not  only  considered 
his  suggestion,  but  that  I  have  met  it  in  a 
reasonable  and  fair  manner.  I  would 
venture  now  to  suggest  that  it  would 
perhaps  be  better,  looking  to  the  wording 
of  the  clause,  if  the  Amendment  should 
read — 
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**  Or  from  or  aftor  the  fint  day  of  June, 
one  thotuand  «dit  hundred  and  ninety-three^ 
whichever  date  Btionld  first  hi^ten.** 

Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  with- 
draw his  Amendment,  or  alter  it  as  I 
have  suggested. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  referring  to  "arrears," 
has  introduced  a  new  term  which  is 
not  covered  by  the  Bill.  I  doubt 
whether  his  Amendment  will  confer 
all  that  it  ought  to  confer  on  the  senior 
Commissioners ;  but  it  is  better  than 
nothing,  and  I  will  therefore  withdraw 
my  Amendment  in  its  favour. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  wiU  now  put  the 
proposition  in  its  amended  form — 

"  Or  from  or  after  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  tboosaod  eig^it  hundred  and  nlne^-three, 
whiehever  date  should  first  happen." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY    LANDS  CONSOLIDATION 
(rocom»it««0  BILL.— (No.  184.) 

COHKITTES. 

Considered  in  Gommifctee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  to  23,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  24. 

On  Motion  of  the  Financial  Secbe- 
TABY  to  the  Wab  Office  ^r.  Brod- 
rick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to : — Leave 
out,  in  page  11,  line  17,  "  et  cetera." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  25  to  27  agreed  to. 

Clause  28. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bbodbioe,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 

Page  13,  at  the  end  of  Clause,  insert  "  and 
any  byc-law  made  under  any  enactaient  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  been  made  under  this  Act" 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  29  agreed  to. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

BiU  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow. 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL.-(No.  4ia) 

comuittee. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  gECRETABY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) : 
This  Bill  has  not  yet  been  printed. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  take 
the  Bill  off-hand,  I  have  no  objection. 

Snt  JOHN  GORST :  It  is  a  BIU  of 
great  importance,  and  I  think  it  shoold 
first  be  printed. 

(11.29.)  SraWILLIAMHARCOtJRT 
(Derby) :  I  think  we  have  great  reason 
to  complain  that  a  BiU  of  this  kind 
should  not  have  been  printed  when  the 
Second  Beading  was  taken  last  night. 

Committee  deferred  tiU  to-morrow. 

ACCS8B  TO  MOUNTAINB  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL— (No.  213.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Db.  FARQUHABSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.):  I  be^  to  move  that  the 
Order  be  disohai^ed  and  the  BiU  with- 
drawn. In  oonseqoenee  of  the  legis- 
lative activity  oi  the  Government 
supporters  and  the  persistent  opposi- 
tion with  which  this  BiU  is  met,  I  nave 
been  obliged  with  great  regret  to  take 
this  course.  I  express  sincere  regret 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  landlord 
class — to  which  I  myself  belong — and 
in  the  interest  of  what  I  call  reaUy  a 
legitimate  sport,  It  has  not  been  found 
possible  to  legislate  in  some  way  to 
meet  the  wants  and  wishes  of  a  l^ge 
section  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 
course  I  am  obliged  to  take  vriU  not, 
I  am  sore,  do  us  who  represent  the 
northern  constituencies  any  harm, 
because  when  we  talk  to  our  people  we 
should  have  to  lay  before  them  what  I 
may  caU  a  very  interesting  drama. 
The  first  act  was  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen 
(Mr.  Bryce)  and  the  apparent  accept- 
ance of  it  by  the  Government  in  order 
to  avoid  an  inconvenient  Division.  Act 
No.  2  was  the  introduction  of  this  BiU 
whioh  I  am  now  obliged  to  vrithdraw ; 
and  act  No.  3  was  the  BiU  introduced 
by  the  Lord  Advocate,  which  everybody 
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who  understood  the  subjoot  must  have 
seen  really  made  matters  a  great  deal 
worse  than  before  by  supporting  a 
close  time  for  tourists  and  the  bye-law 
prerentiDg  people  doing  what  they  are 
now  permitted  to  do  unless  prohibited 
by  interested  parties.  That  BiU  was 
eventually  withdrawn  because,  bad  as 
we  thought  it,  it  was  even  too  much 
£or  the  squeamish  stomachs  of  hon. 
Members  opposite,  and  with  this  act  I 
will  let  down  the  curtain. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Order  be  discharged,  and  the 
Bill  withdrawn." — {Dr.  Faarquluvrsm.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  diBohai^;ed. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

SCHOOL  BOARD  FOR  LONDON 
(SUFBBANNUATIOK)  BILL.-(No.  96.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  DIXON-HAETLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  I  object. 

Mb.  SPEAKEB:  The  objection  is 
not  sufficient. 

Mb.  DIXON- HABTLAND:  Con- 
udering  the  great  sums  which  are  paid 
to  the  teachers  in  connection  with  this 
School  Board  in  comparison  with 
other  teachers  in  other  parts  of 
Middlesex  and  the  United  King- 
dom, I  do  not  think  there  should  be 
a  Superannuation  Bill  in  their  behalf. 
The  Bill  is  strongly  opposed,  and 
it  is  oonudered  that  they  have  suffi- 
oient  means  of  providing  for  them- 
selves. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

WATER   C0HPANIB6  (REGULATION 
OF  POWERS  BILL  [Xord^.]— (No.  4.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
*SiB  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Seconc 
Beadii^.  It  is  a  Bill  which  places 
some  mmediment  in  re^-d  to  the 
Water  Companies  cutting  off  the 
Dr.  FarqiiharsoH 


supply  of  water.  It  passed  through 
the  other  House  with  general  appro^, 
and  without  any  serious  opposition. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Sir  John  Lubbock). 

Babon  DIMSDALE  (Herts,  Hitchin): 
I  hope  the  right  hou.  Baronet  will 
postpone  the  Second  Beading,  as  I 
believe  there  are  many  gentlemen  who 
oppose  it.  They  are  not  here  to-day ; 
but  if  the  Second  Beading  is  taken, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  they  will 
take  every  opportunity  at  a  future 
stage  of  opposing  it. 
•Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK:  At  any 
other  period  of  the  Session  I  would 
agree ;  but  it  would  be  useless  to 
attempt  to  pass  the  Bill  unless  I 
took  this  stage  now. 

The  FIBST  LOBB  of  the 
TEEASUEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub, 
Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  afraid  we  are 
now  attempting  to  take  Bills  possibly 
of  a  very  controversial  character  with- 
out warning.  The  understanding  was 
that  the  Government  would  cease  to 
occupy  the  time  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  Bills  which 
come  on  before  that  hour,  and  which 
are  not  Uoverament  Bills  come  on 
quite  unexpectedly,  and  when  it  is  not 
possible  for  the  gentlemen  interested 
to  come  down  and  make  their  observa- 
tions at  this  stage.  I  should  put  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  imopposed  Private 
Bills  being  taken  before  twelve  o'clock, 
but  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  will  see 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  take  a  Bill  at 
this  time  to  which  I  gather  there  is 
considerable  opposition  without  giving 
sufficient  warning.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  my  hon.  Friend  will  not  press  his 
Motion. 

VisooxwT  GBIMSTON  (Herts, 
St.  Alban's) :  I  join  in  asking  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  postpone  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill.  Although  a  large 
amount  of  s^pathy  must  be  extended 
to  him  for  his  efforts  to  give  to  the  Lon- 
don County  Council  powers  which  they 
desire,  still  this  Bill  excites  asreat  deu 
of  controversy,  and  it  would  oe  to  the 
advantage  of  his  own  views  to  postpone 
this  stage. 
"^SiB  JOHN  LUBBOCK  :  This  BiU 
l^ves  no  powers  to  the  London  County 
Council ;  the  advanti^s  it  gives  are  to 
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the  usera  of  water.  After  the  right  hon. 
Gtfflitleman's  expression,  howerer,  I 
cannot  press  the  Motion,  and  I 
will,  thez^fore,  pat  the  Bill  down  for 
To-morrow. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDEBI  [INVERNESS]  BILU-(No. 
403.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVEBNHENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.-{No.  346.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  10) 
BILL.-<No.  375.) 

As  amended,  oonsidered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL.— (No.  341.) 
As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

CORN  SALES. 
Beport  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read  [Inquiry  not  completed]. 

Beport  to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  pnnted.    [No.  379.] 

WATERMEN^    AND  LIGHTERMEN'S 
COMPANY  BILL.— (No.  144.) 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
without  Amendment,  with  Minutes  of 
Bvidence. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  280.] 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL.-(No.  377.) 
Special  Beport  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Minutes   of  Evidence, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed  [Bill 
423]-;  re-committed  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow. 

Beport  and  Special  Beport  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
278.] 
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PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Betums  ordered—- 

"  Of  the  number  of  Private  Bills  introduced 
in  and  brought  bom  the  House  of  Lords,  and  of 
Acts  passed  in  the  Session  of  1892,  elaseed 
aoeordinjK  to  the  following  subjects: — Rail- 
ways ;  Tramways ;  Tramroads ;  Babways ; 
Canals  and  NavintioDS  ;  Roads  and  Brid^ ; 
Water;  Gas  and  Water;  Lif^ting  and  Im- 
provement ;  Police  and  Sanitary  Kwilations ; 
Corporations,  &c.  (not  relating  to  Police  and 
Banitaty  Regulations  or  to  Lighting  and  Im- 
provement Schemes) ;  Ports,  Piers,  Harboors, 
and  Docks;  Chnrdws,  Cbapels,  and  Burying 
Grounds ;  Inclosnre  and  Drainage ;  Estate ; 
Divorce;  and Misoellaneons." 

"  Of  lUI  the  Private  Bills,  and  Bills  for  con- 
firming Proviuonal  Ordua,  which,  in  the 
Session  of  1892,  have  been  treated  as  Opposed 
Bills;  specifying  those  which  have  been 
classified  in  Groups  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  or  by  the  General  Committee  on 
Bailvray  and  Canal  Bills;  together  with  the 
names  of  the  Selected  Memlmiv  who  served 
on  each  Committee ;  the  flnt  and  also  tite  last 
day  of  the  sitting  of  each  Committee;  the 
namber  of  days  on  which  each  Committee 
sat ;  the  number  of  days  on  which  each 
Selected  Member  has  served;  the  Bills  the 
Preambles  of  which  were  reported  to  have 
been  proved ;  the  Bills  the  Preambles  of  which 
were  reported  to  have  been  not  proved;  and 
in  the  case  of  Bills  for  confirming  Provisional 
Orders,  whether  the  Provisional  Orders  ou^ht 
or  ought  not  to  be  conflnned ;  the  Bills 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
or  to  the  General  Committee  on  Railway  and 
Canal  Bills,  as  having  become  unopposed,  and 
the  Bills  withdrawn,  or  not  proceeded  with  bj 
the  parties." 

"  And,  of  all  Private  Bills  which,  in  the 
Session  of  18^  have  been  referred  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  or  by  the  General 
Committee  on  Railway  and  Cuial  BiUs,  to  the 
Ctuurman  ottheCommitteeofWays  and  Means, 
together  with  the  names  ot  the  Members  who 
served  on  each  Committee;  the  number  of 
days  on  which  each  Committee  sat ;  and  the 
number  of  days  on  which  each  Member 
attended  (in  continaation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  ai42,  of  Session  1890-91)."— 
iMr,  M'Lagan.'i 

SITTmaS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Betum  ordered — 

"Ot  the  Dumber  of  days  on  which  the 
House  sat  in  the  Session  of  1892 ;  stating, 
for  each  day  the  date  of  the  month,  and  day 
of  the  weeK,  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  the 
hour  of  adjournment ;  and  the  total  number 
of  hours  occupied  in  the  Sittings  of  the 
House,  and  the  average  time ;  and  showing 
tiie  number  of  hours  on  which  the  Houiie  sat 
each  day,  and  the  number  of  hoars  after 
midnight ;  and  the  nomber  of  enteiea  in  each 
day's  Votes  and  Proceedings  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0,143,  of  Sossion 
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FUBLIC  BILLS. 

Return  ordered — 

**  Of  the  number  of  Public  Bills,  distiiiniish- 
ing  Qovernmeot  from  other  Bills,  introduced 
iato  this  House,  or  brought  from  the  House 
of  Ixtrds,  daring  the  Session  of  1892 ;  showing 
the  Dumber  which  receired  the  Royal  Assent ; 
the  number  which  were  passed  by  this  House 
bat  not  by  the  House  of  Lords ;  the  number 
passed  by  the  Hoose  of  Lords  but  not  by  this 
House;  and  distinpiishiog  the  stages  at 
which  such  Bills  as  did  not  receive  the  Royal 
Assent  were  dropped  or  postponed  and 
rejected  in  either  House  of  Parliament  (in 
cootinnation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
0.164,  of  Session  1890-91)."— (Jfr.  M'Lagan.') 

PUBUC  PBTinONS, 
Botum  ordered — 

"Of  the  number  of  Public  Petitions  pre- 
sented and  printed  in  the  Session  of  1892 ; 
with  the  total  number  of  Signatures  in  that 
year  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  0.144,  of  Session  1890^1)^-<Jfr. 
M^Lagan.') 

DIVI8I0NB  OP  THE  HOUBE. 

Eeturn  ordered — 

"  Of  the  number  of  Divisions  of  the  House 
in  the  Session  of  1892 ;  stating  the  subject  of 
the  Division,  and  the  number  of  Members  in 
the  majority  and  minori^,  Tellers  included; 
also  tlie  aggregate  number  in  the  House  on 
each  Division;  distinguishing  the  Divisions 
on  Public  Easiness  from  Private;  and  also 
the  namber  of  Divisions  before  and  after 
midnight  (in  continuation  of  Pariiamentary 
Paper,  No.  0.140,  of  Session  1890-91}."— (Afr. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
(Days  Occupied  bt  Government  and 
BY  Pbivate  Heubebs.) 

Botum  ordered — 

"  Showing,  with  reference  to  Session  1892 
1)  Uie  number  of  sittings  on  Tuesdays, 
ednesdaya,  and  Fridays  at  which  (Govern- 
ment Bosinesa  had  precedence;  (2)  the 
namber  of  sittings  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays  at  which  Private  Members  liad 
precedence ;  (3)  the  numbu-  of  other  sittings 
at  which,  in  accordance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House,  Oovemment  Business 
had  ^reoedenee ;  <4)  the  number  of  sittings 
at  irtudi  Ctovemment  Business  bad  precedence 
under  a  Special  Order  of  the  House ;  (S>  the 
Dumber  of  Saturday  sittings;  (6)  the  total 
namber  of  sittings  at  which  Government 
Business  had  {trecedence;  (7)  the  total  number 
of  days  on  which  the  House  sat ;  (8)  the  total 
number  of  Motions  for  Adjournment  of  the 
House  on  a  matter  of  urgent  public  import- 
ance ;  and  (9)  the  numbw  of  days  in  Suimly." 


ADJOURNMENT  MOTIONS  UNDER 

STANDING  ORDER  Na  IX. 
Eeturn  ordered — 

"Of  Motions  for   Adjournment  under 

Standing  Order  No.  IX.,  showing  the  date  of 
such  Motion,  the  name  of  the  Member  pro- 
posing, the  definite  matter  of  ut^ent  public 
importance,  and  the  result  of  any  Division 
taken  thereon  in  Session  1892 '  (in  tho 
same  fomi  as,  and  in  continuation  of, 
Pariiamentary  Paper,  No.  0.165,  of  Session 
1890-91)."— (ifr.  M'Lagan.-) 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL.— (No.  26.) 

Special  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed  [Bill 
424]  ;  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow. 

Beport  and  Special  Beport  to  lie 
UT>on  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  287.] 

LOCAL  (JOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.— (No.  34S.) 
Beported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] . 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  Tomorrow. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
(No.  8)  irfcommiiteOi  BILL.— (No.  275.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BANES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILL.— (No.  406.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

CIVIL  BILL  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
(No.  313.) 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis* 
charged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL  [£onZ»] 
(Na  411.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  tho 
third  timei  uid  passed. 
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CASUAL  WARDS  BILL.-CK0.  384.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBUC  UBRARIE8  LAW  CONSOLIDA- 
TION BILL.— (No.  143.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL    DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS* 
BELIEF)  BILL. -(No.  407.) 
Considered  in  CJommittee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

RAILWAY  AKD  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 
(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  416.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

TECHNICAL     INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL.— (No.  262.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

PUBUC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
BILL.— (No.  37L) 

Order  for  3eoond  Beading  read,  an( 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

EAST  INDIA  OFFICERS  BILL  iLords., 
(Na  246.) 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1863)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL.— (Na  18&) 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged. 
Bill  withdrawn 

SHALL  HOLDINGS  BILL.— (No.  148.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  an( 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


FOOTPATHS  PRESERVATION  BILL. 
(No.  161.) 

Order  for  Second  Bwding  read,  and 
dischai^ed. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
REGISTRATION  BILL.— (No.  241.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
;  or  To-mwTOW. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
ACT  a882)  AMENDMENT  BILL.— 
(No.  405.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  wd  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  (RE-ABRANGE- 
MENT  OF  ROOMS). 

Beport  from  the  Select  (Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 

and  read. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  288.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to, — Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  Sheriff  Courts 
(Scotland)  Extracts  Bill,  Gas  Provi- 
sional Orders  Bill,  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  'The  Tramways  Act, 
1870,'  relating  to  Bedford  and  Kemp- 
ston  Tramway,  Perth  and  District 
Tramways,  and  Somerton,  Keinton- 
MandevUle,  and  Castle  Cary  Tram- 
ways." [Tramways  Orders  Confirma- 
tion (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also  a  BUI,  intituled  "  An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
<  The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities 
Act,  1870,'  relating  to  Boas  Water  and 
Sevenoaks  Water."  [Water  Orders 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] . 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  the  county  of  Ijondon  (a 
portion  of),  Southwark,  and  Wands- 
worth. [Electric  Lighting  Orders 
Confirmation  (No,  5)  Bui  [Lords] . 
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Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill, 
—That  they  have  agreed  to  the  Amend- 
ments to  the  Clergy  Discipline  (Immo- 
rality) Bill,  with  an  Amendment,  and 
with  Consequential  Amendments. 

Town  Holdings,— That  they  do  re- 
quest that  this  House  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  to  their  Lordships  a 
Copy  of  the  Report,  &c.  of  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  hy  this  House  in 
the  present  Session  of  Farliament  on 
-Town  Holdings : — Lords  Message  con- 
udered. 

Ordered,  That  a  printed  Copy  be 
communicated, 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [_Lord8}. 

Bead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  426.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [Lorcfo]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  suid  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  427.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  5)  BILL  [Zorde]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs,  and  to  be  printed.    [BiU  428.] 

MAURITIUS  LOAN  GUABANTEE. 

Resolution  reported— 

"  That  it  IB  expedient  to  authorise  the  Trea- 
sury to  guarantee,  on  the  security  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  the  United  Kiogdom,  the 
payment  of  the  principal,  with  interest  at  a 
rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  snaum,  of  a  loan  of 
£600,000,  to  be  rMsed  by  the  GoTemmeut  of 
Mauritiua  for  meeting  the  damage  caused  by 
the  hurricane." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Baron  Henry 
de  Worms,  and  Sii-  John  Gorst. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  425.] 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Bufihclifife) :  I  should  like  to  oau  the 
attention  of  .the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


to  the  undesirability  of  proceeding 
further  with  certain  Private  Bills  which 
might  provoke  some  opposition.  I  hope 
he  will  adhere  to  the  imderstanding  that 
BiUe  of  this  nature  should  not  be  taken 
when  hon.  Members  interested  are 
absent.' 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfouh,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  feel  the  extreme  inconvenience  of 
discussing  opposed  Private  Bills,  and  I 
think  they  should  not  be  proceeded 
with  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Session.  If  I  find  that  any  Bill  really 
meets  with  opposition  I  will  endeavoor, 
even  before  twelve  o'clock,  to  prevent 
it  being  taken. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby) :  I  would  just  point  out 
that  I  think  it  would  be  extremely 
unfair  if  Private  Bills,  except  those 
that  are  not  opposeid,  should  be 
allowed  to  be  proceeded  with  at  the 
present  stage  of  Business,  because 
m  that  case  hon.  Members  interested 
in  certain  of  those  Bills  who  might 
wish  to  be  away  would  have  to  wait 
here  during  the  days  Parliament  con- 
tinues to  sit  on  the  chance  of  these 
Bills  coming  on. 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Mid- 
dlesex, TJxbridge) :  I  hope  the  London 
School  Board  Superannuation  BiU  will 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  as  a  Private  Bill. 
It  is  one  that  affects  many  thousands  of 
ratepayers  in  the  Metropolis,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  should  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mb.  BALPOUB:  The  under- 
standing is  that  the  Government  should 
oppose  any  private  opposed  Bill  that 
came  up  after  12.30.  But  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  observation  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that 
we  have  now  reached  a  period 
of  our  Business  when  it  would 
be  absurd  to  ■  discuss  opposed  Private 
Bills ;  and  under  these  circumstances 
I  shfdl  endeavour,  if  the  Business  of  the 
House  to-morrow  is  concluded  con- 
siderably before  twelve  o'clock,  as  I 
hope  wul  be  the  case,  to  prevent  any 
Private  Business  from  being  taken. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Twelve  ocioofc. 
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HOUSE    OP  LORDS, 
Friday,  17th  Jans,  1892. 


HIB  ROYAL  HLOHNB33  THE  DUKE 
OP  YORK. 
The  ijord  Chamberlain  reported,  That 
tho  Lords  with  White  Staves  had  (ac- 
cording to  Older)  laid  before  Her  Majesty 
their  Lordships  Resolution  of  Tuesday 
last,  relating  to  the  place  and  precedence 
of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
in  this  House ;  and  that  Her  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  say  She  would  give 
directions  for  a  chair  or  seat  to  be  pre- 
pared for  His  said  Royal  Highness  on 
the  left  hand  of  the  Cloth  of  Estate. 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  George  I 
Frederick  EmeBt  Albert  of  Wales,  hav- 
ing been  created  Baron  Killamey,  Earl 
of  Inverness  and  Duke  of  York,  was 
introduced  between  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught  and 
Strathearn,  the  Yeoman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod,  the  Garter  King  of  Arms, 
and  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  attend- 
ing, and  was  placed  in  a  chair  on  the 
len  hand  of  the  Throne. 

BAT  FIRST. 

The  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  after  the 
death  of  his  father. 

TOWN  HOLDINGS. 

Report,  Slc.,  from  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons :  Communi- 
cated (pursuant  to  message  of  Monday 
last),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  188.) 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITALS,  &c 

Message  from  the  Commons  for  Third 
iCeport,  &c.,  of  Select  Committee: 
Ordered  to  be  communicated  accordingly. 

JOURNAL  COMMITTEE. 

Report  fnnn,  that  the  'one  hundred 
and  twen^-thin]  volume  of  the  Journals 
(54th  and  65th  Viet.,  1891),  with  an 
Index,  was  ready  for  delivery ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table ;  and  the  said 
volume  ordered  to  be  delivered  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  preceding  volumes 
of  the  Joomals  have  been  delivered. 

VOI^  Y.       [foubth  bkbiss.] 


SMALL    AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS 
BILL. 

COMMITTBE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Clause  1. 

The  Maequess  of  HUNTLY  : 
My  Lords,  I  suggest  that  two  words 
should  be  inserted  in  line  12  to  make  it 
clear  that  County  Councils  may  hire 
land.  By  Clause  2  they  are  enabled  to 
hire  land,  but  according  to  Clause  1  they 
are  only  allowed  to  buy.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  words  I  move  to  insert  are 
necessary. 

Amendment  moved,  page  1,  line  12, 
after  ("  buy  ")  insert  ("  or  hire  ").— (TVlc 
MartjTtess  of  llurUly.) 

I  The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  Lords,  it  is  quite  true 
that  this  Bill  provides  for  hiring  as  well 
as  purchase,  but  the  primary  object  of 
the  Bill  is  purchase  ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
object  being  to  inci-ease  the  number  of 
occupying  owners  of  land,  it  was  not 
thought  necessaiy  to  insei-t  the  words 
which  my  noble  Friend  proposes,  because 
the  main  object  throughout  the  whole 
Bill,  as  your  Lordships  will  see,  is 
purchase.  There  is  undoubtedly  one 
clause  which  provides  for  hire  for  letting 
under  special  circumstances ;  hut  for 
that  reason  it  is  not  thought  desirable  at 
the  beginning  tlut  the  word  "Ure" 
should  be  put  in  on  the  same  level  as  the 
word  "  purchase.** 

The  Babl  op  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  it  seems  to  me  a  sti-ange  thing 
indeed  that,  where  a  Bill  gives  power 
by  a  subsequent  clause  to  hire,  it  should 
not  be  mentioned  in  the  first  clause.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  not  essential ;  but 
the  Bill  would  be  greatly  improved,  I 
think,  by  the  introduction  of  these  • 
words,  and  it  cannot  alter  the  meaning 
of  the  Bill,  because  the  first  clause 
states  the  whole  object.  If  the  County 
Council  are  of  opinion  that  th»e  is  a 
demand,  they  may  buy  land  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  small  holdings,  and 
they  may  also  biro. 

Earl  CADOGAN  ;  There  is  no  great 
objection  to  the  words,  but  it  is  for  the 
noble  Lord  to  prove  that  they  are 
necessary.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is,  gene- 
rally sp«iking,  purchase.  Undoubtedly, 
in  a  subsequent    clause    we  provide 
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for  hiring  ;  but  we  think  misunderstand- 
ing might  arise  if,  in  the  first  clause, 
the  words  that  my  noble  Friend  proposes 
to  insert  were  added  ;  and  X  think  it  is 
for  the  noble  Earl  opposite  to  show  the 
necessity  for  them. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  I  think 
the  misunderstanding  would  be  on  the 
other  side.  J  t  cannot  possibly  produce 
mistinderstanding  to  mention  hire  in 
the  first  clause,  when  you  are  going 
to  give  power  to  hire  afterwards.  No 
doubt  the  main  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
buy ;  but  one  of  the  objects  is  to  hire, 
iind,  unless  it  is  intended  to  strike  out 
afterwards  the  clanses  as  to  hire,  I  think 
it  would  puzzle  any  human  being  to 
explain  why  these  words  should  be  left 
out. 

Eael  CADOGAN  :  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  word  "  hire  "  is  to  be  left 
out,  but  whether  the  word  "  hire  "  is  to  be 
inserted.  It  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  undoubtedly ;  but  the  primary 
object  is  purchase  ;  and,  unless  the  noble 
Earl  can  show  good  cause,  I  do  not  see 
the  object  of  inserting  these  words. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY:  I 
venture  to  think  that  I  have  shown  ex- 
ceedingly good  cause.  Whether  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  from  a  legal  point 
of  view  I  do  not  assert ;  but  I  say  it  is 
Iiighly  desirable,  and  I  have  heard  no 
reason  from  the  noble  Earl  to  the 
contrary. 

LoBD  THRINO:  It  is  a  perfect 
Dxiom  in  drafting  tliat  the  first  clause 
should  state  the  object  of  the  Bill.  Now 
there  are  two  principal  objects  of  the 
Bill,  and  you  state  one  without  stating 
the  other.    Surely  that  is  misleading. 

TheEarlofFEVERSHAM:  I  beg  to 
differ  from  the  objection  taken  by  noble 
Lords  opposite.  I  do  not  think  the 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  transfer  land  to 
the  County  Council ;  and  surely  it  is  not 
■  expedient  that  the  County  Council  should 
take  the  place  of  the  landowner  in  doing 
what  the  landowner  can  do  as  well  as  the 
County  Coundl,  and  better.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  ia  to  create  small  proprietors, 
and,  therefore,  I  think  it  would  be 
trenching  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill  to 
insert  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
noble  Marquess. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbuey)  :  I  do  not  think  the  discus- 
sion has  applied  itself  to  the  real  differ- 
ence between  Clause  1,  in  which  this 

Earl  Cadogan 


Amendment  is  moved,  and  Clause  2. 
The  provision,  in  respect  of  which  dis- 
cussion has  arisen,  is  for  providing  small 
holdings  for  persons  desirous  of  buying, 
and  who  will  themselves  cultivate  the 
holdings.  It  is  true  that  there  are 
afterwards  provisions  enabling  th«u 
under  certain  circumstances  to  hire ; 
but  those  are  separate  and  distinct 
altogether  from  the  buyinjf ;  and 
the  hiring  spoken  of  in  Clause  2 
has  reference  to  hiring  by  the  County 
Council ;  whereas  the  buying  spoken  of 
is  the  buying  in  Clause  1  ;  and  the 
subject-matter  dealt  with  aJfterwards, 
described  by  the  noble  Earl  as  hiring,  is 
only  hiring  under  certain  provisions  and 
conditions.  Inasmuch  as  this  is  a  con- 
troversy about  drafting  rather  than 
about  substance,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  clearer  mode  is  to  have  each  of  these 
cases  separately  dealt  with,  as  they  are 
separately  dealt  with  in  the  Bill. 

Lord  KIBBLESDALE  :  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that,  except  as  r^;ai'ds 
purchase  money,  all  the  conditions 
applying  to  purchase  apply  also  to  hiiing 
by  express  statement  in  the  Bill  later 
on. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  Not  in  the  matter 
of  limitation.  My  noble  Friend  wUl 
remember  that  the  cases  of  hiring  aiti 
limited  to  fifteen  acres,  or  the  value  oi' 

£15. 

The  Eabi.  of  KIMBERLEY  :  What 
the  noble  and  learned  Ixird  has  said 
would  be  true,  and  I  should  entirely 
agree  with  him,  if  hiring  were  limited  to 
Clause  2 ;  hut  hiring  is  to  take  place 
under  Clause  4. 

Eabl  cadogan  :  That  is  letting. 

The  Eahl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  do 
not  think  the  point  is  of  great  impcvc- 
ance  ;  I  do  not  think  we  need  wa^te  tim*^ 
upon  it ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  it  is 
objected  to. 

The  Eael  of  CAMPERDOWN  : 
Your  Lordships  will  see,  I  think,  that 
this  question  of  hiring  is  to  be  found  in 
Clause  3,  Sub-section  2.  The  very  first 
mention  thera  is  of  hiring  is  tliat  the 
County  Council  may  do  certain  things 
before  selling  or  letting.  Up  to  tbit 
point  you  have  never  he^^  of  letting  at 
all.  For  the  sake  of  clearness  surely  it 
would  be  well  to  put  in  the  words  '* 
hire." 
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Thb  chairman  of  committees 
^The  Earl  of  Morley^  :  Does  the  noble 
Marquees  withdraw  hu  Amendment  ? 

The  Marquess  op  HUNTLY:  I 
think  it  is  harmless  to  show  that  the 
County  Council  may  hire  the  land. 
Clearly  under  Clause  2  they  may  hire 
and  let  it. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  think,  my 
Lords,  the  point  is  worth  considering 
Afj^in,  because,  if  you  look  at  Claiise  2, 
which  deals  with  hiring,  it  provides  that 
the  Council  may  hire  "the land/'  which 
I  suppose  refers  to  the  land  dealt  with  in 
the  earlier  section. 

Thb  prime  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Mar- 
■quess  of  Salisbury)  :  No,  the  land 
mentioned  in  the  first  line  of  Clause  2. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  lam  not  sure 
of  that. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  It  is  the  land  de- 
scribed in  the  first  line. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  But  Clause  1 
limits  the  power  of  the  Council  to  acquire 
land  for  the  purpose  of  providing  small 
holdings  for  pwsons  who  desire  to  buy  ; 
that  is  the  only  power  given  to  them ; 
and  yet  you  deal  with  them  in  ■  Clause  2 
■on  the  assumption  that  they  have  got 
land  and  are  to  be  allowed  to  hire  it.  If 
Clause  2  is  to  operate,  there  ought  to  be 
power  given  to  them  to  acquire  land  for 
the  purpose  of  Clause  2,  which  is  hiring 
and  not  buying.  My  Lords,  I  must  call 
attention  to  the  point  a  little  more 
minutely.  If  Clause  1  is  looked  at  it 
gives  the  County  Council  power  to  ac- 
(juire.  There  is  no  power  to  acquire  in 
CUuse  2  at  all. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  It  is 
**  subject  to  the  provisians  of  this  Act." 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  I  think  it  t«- 
quires  a  little  more  consideration.  If 
you  look  at  Clause  3,  Sub-section  2, 
the  County  Council  may  let  laud  other 
than  that  they  hire  under  Clause  2.  If 
they  only  let  the  land  they  hire  under 
Clause  1  it  is  all  right ;  but  they  may 
let  the  land  they  acquire  under  Clause  2, 
-and  the  only  power  to  acquire  land 
under  Clause  2  is  for  the  purpose  of 
selliii-'' ;  and  yet,  as  I  understand,  it  is 
par^  rf  the  scheme  that  they  may  acquire 
laf^l  for  the  purpose  of  letting. 
'  The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  :  I 
do  not  understand  whether  noble  Lordfe 
opposite  wish  to  make  an  alteration  of 
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form  or  of  substance.  Up  to  the  point 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  I  under- 
stood that  it  was  a  question  of  form ; 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  thought  it  would 
express  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  better  to 
put  in  the  word  "  hire."  But  now  I 
understand  him  to  lUter  substantially 
what  at  present  is  the  enactment  of  the 
Bill.  Is  not  the  enactment  of  thu  Bill 
that  the  Council  may  buy  land  in  order 
to  sell  it,  and  that  the  Council  may  hire 
land  in  order  to  let  it !  Is  there  any 
provision  that  the  Council  may  buy  land 
in  order  to  let  it '? 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  do  not  under- 
stand my  proposal  to  be  a  pro^Kwal  of 
substance,  but  merdiy  for  carrying  ont 
what  I  understood  was  the  intention  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Marquess  op  HUNTLY:  My 
L(H<ds,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  postpone 
this  Amendment,  if  the  noble  Earl  will 

take  into  consideration  whether  it  is 
necessary.  I  only  proposed  it  because 
I  thought  it  was  necessary  to  the  Bill. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  I  am  quite  ready 
to  consider  it  before  the  R«port ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  in  any  way  necessary  to 
the  Bill.  It  may  be  that  some  explana- 
tory words  might  be  added.  I  wiU  con- 
sider it. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

*LoRD  RIBBLESDALE:  My  Lords, 
the  next  Amendment  stands  in  my  name, 
and  it  Is,  to  alter  the  word  "  fifty"  to 
"twenty-five "  in  line  16,  practically 
making  the  holdings  not  to  exceed  be- 
tween one  acre  and  twenty-five  acres  ; 
and  I  also  propose,  in  line  17,  that  the 
rateable  value  shall  not  exceed  ^30.  I 
was  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Earl  in 
charge  of  that  Bill  that  the  prime  object 
of  this  Bill  was  purchase,  because  that 
makes  the  Amendment  that  I  am  goii^ 
to  move  now  more  important.  I  assure^ 
the  noble  Earl  I  do  not  move  it  in  any' 
hostiUty  to  the  Bill.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  think  that  the  Bill  is  to  do  all  we  are 
pi-omised  ;  and  T  had  a  message  from  my 
own  woodman  yesterday  that  he  con- 
sidered that  this  Bill  was  the  finest  thing 
that  had  ever  been  done  for  my  estate. 
My  Lords,  I  hope  it  will  prove  so.  But 
we  are  always  told  that  this  Bill  is  an 
experiment,  and  because  it  is  an  ex- 
periment, which  I  hope  and  think  may 
be  useful  and  fruitful,  1  think  we  should 
subject  it  to  a  very  close  criticism. 
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"Within  certain  limits  I  think  it  may  be 
a  good  experiment;  beyond  certain 
limits  it  may  be  a  bad  one  ;  and  I  think, 
by  leaving  this  very  wide  definition  of 
small  bolcUngs,  you  are  about  to  do  two 
very  mischievous  things.  In  the  first 
pliue,  I  think  you  will  sanction  financial 
transactions  in  hard  cash  by  the  County 
Gonndls  on  a  very  much  larger  scale 
than  was  ever  contemplated  under  this 
Bill,  by  which  you  will  limit  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  in  ifes  useful  and  proper 
directions;  and  I  also  tliink  that  by 
those  transactions  you  will  establish  a 
proprietary  class  of  small  capitalists  on 
the  land,  which  I  do  not  think  any  of  us 
ever  meant  to  establish.  No  doubt  your 
Lordships  read  the  Times  newspaper, 
and,  if  so,  you  can  hardly  have  failed  to 
notice  a  vei-y  long  and  interesting  letter 
in  last  Saturday's  Times,  by  Sir  John 
Lawes,  dealing  with  this  whole  question 
of  allotments  and  small  farms,  in  which 
he  points  out  that  an  arable  farm  of  the 
size  proposed  in  the  Bill  cannot  possibly 
be  sorted,  taking  into  acconnt  suitable 
land  for  agriculture,  much  umler  i;2,400. 
I  do  not  think  the  small  holder,  who  can 
enter  into  the  obligations  which  a  pur- 
chase of  that  sort  contemplates,  is  the  kind 
of  femall  h<jjder  you  would  wish  to  set  up 
under  this  Bill.  I  think,  if  you  had  a 
valuation  clause  instead  of  an  acreage 
clause,  which  was  proposed  and  received 
some  very  stuidy  support  in  the  other 
House  from  the  Lib^al  side,  I  should 
never  have  moved  this  Amendment ; 
but  Ihe  danger  you  are  running  into  is 
the  possibility  of  veiy  much  laiger 
farms  than  twenty-five  acres  b^g 
bought  on  the  guarantee  of  the  rate- 
payers' money,  and,  consequently,  the 
setting  up  of  a  class  of  proprietors 
which  was  never  contemplated.  The 
class  of  proprietors  that  you  wish  to 
establish  is  the  best  type  of  agricultural 
labourers,  and  also  the  small  artisans  in 
the  towns ;  and,  if  you  wish  the  operation 
of  this  Act  to  extend  to  that  class,  you 
had  better  keep  the  acreage  smaller  and 
the  valuation  lower  than  you  have  it  in  the 
Bill.  The  supply  of  hmd  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act  must  in  the  nature  of  things 
be  limited,  and  if  the  small  capitalists 
can  come  in  and  ask  for  a  guarantee  of 
the  ratepayers'  money  to  set  them  up  in 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  acres,  you,  by  that 
amount,  diminish  the  quantity  of  avail- 
aUe  land  for  the  purposee  of  this  Bill. 

Lord  Eibblesdale 


I  therefore  hope'  the  size  of  these- 
holdings  may  be  reduced  from  one  to- 
twenty-five  acres,  and  I  think  that,  if 
the  valuation  is  fixed  at  £S0  instead  of 
■£60,  you  will  at  all  events  obviate,  to  some 
extent,  the  grisly  possibilities  held  out 
to  us  in  Clause  16,  which  the  noble- 
Dnke  pointed  out  to  us  the  other  night. 
I  also  think  that  if  you  at  all  offend,  by 
what  you  are  doing  now,  the  instinct  of 
self-preservation  in  the  ratepayers,  of 
which  Sir  John  Iawcs  speaks,  you  will 
make  what  may  .be  a  very  useful  an<J 
very  fruitful  Bill  unpopular. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  line  16,. 
to  leave  out  the  first  ("  fifty  ")  and  insert 
"  twenty-five  "),  and  leave  out  the  second 
"fifty"),  and  insert  ("twenty-five"). 
And  inline  17  leave  out  ("  fifty ")  and 
insert  {"thiTty").-~{T/ieLordIlibblesdale.} 

Lord  HEEBIES :  I  wish  to  support 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  my  noble 
Friend.  In  one  respect  I  differ  from  him, 
because  the  noble  Lord  said  that  on  hi» 
property  this  Bill  is  supposed  to  be  a 
great  boon.  I  do  not  think  myself  that 
in  my  neighbourhood  it  will  have  very- 
much  effect,  because  small  holdings  exist 
tola  great  extent  already  on  my  own  pro- 
pei-ty;  there  are  very  few  cottages  to- 
which  there  is  not  land  enough  attached 
to  keep  a  cow.  I  was  looking  through 
the  list  of  holdings  in  an  adjacent  parish, 
and  I  found  that  out  of  fifty-six,  only  one- 
has  not  got  three-quarters  of  an  acre; 
the  majority  are  from  one  to  ten  acres, 
and  there  are  several  of  twenty  and 
thirty  acres.  I  think,  therefore,  I  am  able 
to  speak  with  a  certain  amount  of  experi- 
ence on  the  question  of  small  holdhigs, 
and  my  experience  is  that,  when  you 
have  a  holding  of  over  thirty  acres,  the 
farmer  begins  to  think  himself  in  a  bettei- 
position  than  he  is  in  when  he  has  less.  I 
think  less  than  twenty  acres  would  be  » 
still  better  Amendment.  When  a  firmer 
has  less  than  twenty  acres,  he  ia 
prepared  to  do  a  day's  work  for  others, 
and  so  he  has  other  means  of  supporting* 
himself  and  his  family  ;  but  when  he  has 
a  Ifti^er  holding,  then  he  considers  him- 
self above  doing  work  of  that  sort,  and 
is  obliged  to  support  himself  from 
what  he  derives  from  his  own 
holding.  I  find  that  to  be  the  case 
repeatedly.  Whenever  1  have  a  holding 
below  twenty  acres  to  be  let,  I  have  a 
numbOT  of  applicants ;  for  a  larger  hold- 
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ing  there  are  very  few.   The  answer  will 
perhaps  be  that,  if  tiiere  is  no  demand  for 
these  holdings  of  fifty  acres,  then  it  will  be 
A  dead  letter,and  therefore  we  might  leave 
it  as  it  is.    I  would  reply  that  there  may 
be  a  demand  in  some  parts  of  England 
for  these  holdings.    There  is  always  a 
tendency  for  men  to  apply  for  more  than 
they  can  properly  ciUtivate,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  men,  especially  artisans,  who 
have  not  had  much  experience  in  the 
coltiTation  of  land,  will  be  found  pre- 
pared to  ask  for  more  land  than  they  can 
properly  cultivate.   The  result  will  be  a 
veiy    great    danger    of    the  County 
Councils  losing  their  money — the  land 
will    be    thrown    upon   their  hands, 
and  they  will  have  to  sub-divide  it,  and 
perhaps  erect  more  buildings.   But  there 
is  another  reason  for  asking  tlie  Govern- 
ment to  accept  this  Amendment.  Under 
this  Bill  only  a  limited  amount  of  money 
is  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  BiU — 
A  penny  rate  is  all  that  is  available.  In 
my  own  county — the  East  Riding  of  York- 
shire— that,  I  think,  would  amount  to 
^140,000  or  £150,000.    If  you  were 
selling  nothing  but  tfarae  larger  holdings 
at  the  price  of  £2,000  a  piece,  you  would 
have  only  some  seventy-five  holders ;  and, 
in  the  interests  of  the  masses  against 
the  classes,  I  say  it  is  very  much  better 
for  the  small  artisans  and  agricultural 
labourers  to  have  more  money  at  the 
disposal  of  the  County  Council,  which 
will  enable  them  to  let  small  holdings  to 
these  poorer  classes.     It  is  from  the 
small  holdings  that  I  believe  great  benefit 
will  result.    I  am  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  great 
resoltfi.    I  do  not  anticipate  great  results 
from  the  purchasing  clauses ;  I  do  antici- 
pate some  from  the  letting.    I  consider 
the  greatest  improvement  introduced  in 
the  Bill  was  the  power  to  let  land  to 
small  cultivators,  and  I  anticipate  great 
advantage  will  accrue  to  the  labouring 
classes  of  this  country  from  the  power 
the  County  Council  will  have  to  let  land 
to  these  agricultural  labourers.    But,  if 
you  enable  the  County  Council  to  spend 
money  in  buying  land  for  large  hol^gs, 
you  will   oonsiderably    diminish  the 
amount  of  money  whUsh  will  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  County  Councils  Sat 
letting  and  for  supporting  these  smaller 
holdings.    For  these  reasons  I  ask  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment.   I  am  dmng  it  in  tihe  interests  of 


the  Bill,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
agricultural  classes. 

*LoBD  NORTON  :  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships must  consider  this  Bill  in  connection 
with  the  Allotments  Act,  in  which  the 
limit  is  one  acre.  When  this  subject  was 
first  brought  before  Parliament  by  Mr. 
Jesse  Collings  a  few  years  ago,  one  Bill 
proposed  to  deal  both  with  allotments 
and  small  holdings  ;  but  the  two  are 
distinct  subjects ;  and,  though  having 
already  the  allotoient  subject  dealt  with, 
this  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with  the  whole 
subject,  that  is  to  say,  with  allotments 
in  duplicate  legislation,  and,  in  addition, 
with  the  new  subject  of  small  holdings. 
But  the  two  should  be  kept  distinct  in 
our  minds  if  we  wish  to  deal  with  them 
properly.  Allotments  are  meant  expressly 
for  the  labouring  classes  who  can  go  on 
labouring  and  yet  manage  a  small  piece 
of  land.    The  object  of  this  Bill  is  for  a 
totally  different  cAaes  called  small  yeomen ; 
and  I  must  say,  in   passing,  that  it 
seems  to  me  a  most  ridiculous  idea  that 
any  social  class  can  be  created  or  re- 
created by  Act  of  Parliament.  These 
holdings  may  be  hired  or  bought  by  a 
class  who  are  to  give  up  labour.  Now  the 
Amendment  proposes  to  limit  the  area 
of  small  holdings  I  think  exactly  in  the 
wrong  way.    The  Allotments  Act  deals 
with  small  plots  of  land ;  and  what  we 
are  now  proposing  is  larger  holdings 
which  may  be  owned  and  which  may  be 
the  support  of  a  man  and  his  family, 
passing  away  altogether  from  labour  into 
a  farmer  class.    What  the  limits  of  both 
should  be  is  a  diflicult  question.  When 
a  man  can  cease  to  be  a  labourer  and 
b^in  to  support  himself  entirely  by 
land  depends  to  some   extent  upon 
the  nature  of  the  land ;    and  uist 
has  not  been  sufficiently  borne  in  mind 
in  considering  this  subject ;  because 
either  an  allotment  or  a  small  holding  in 
pastura  is  a  dillerent  consideration  from 
the  same  quantity  of  land  in  arable.  An 
allotment  in  pasture  is  easily  managed 
by  the  wife  of  the  labourer ;  tibe  labourer 
continuing  at  his  labour  and  the  wife 
managing  the  dairy.    And  the  same  may 
be  said  of  these  larger  holdings ;  the 
size  may  safely  be  a  larger  one  if  in 
pastnie.   But  it  is  the  transition  point 
betwem  labour  and  ownership  that  is  the 
difficulty.    The  Allotments  Act  limits  the 
area  for  thi><  labourer  to  hire  at  one  acre ; 
but,  thoogh  that  is  the  limit     the  Act, 
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the  limit  in  practice  is  much  larger.  I 
have  hundreds  of  allotments  myself, 
varjnng  from  a  quarter  of  an  acre  to 
fifteen  acres,  and  I  know  exactly  the 
difficulty  of  that  transition  point. 
There  is  a  point  at  which  farmers 
begin  to  complain  that  their  labourers 
are  out  of  the  way  when  they  want 
them,  going  to  market  to  buy  or  sell  a 
cow.  The  labourers  also  begin  to  com- 
plain at  that  particular  transition  point 
at  having  to  pay  rent  for  their  cottages, 
because  they  say  the  farmers  never  pay 
anything  for  houses  or  buildings.  But, 
my  Lordd,  upon  conaidering  this  ques- 
tion whether  the  limit  of  fifty  acres  is 
the  right  limit  or  not,  let  us  remember 
that  we  are  dealing  with  a  larger  hold- 
ing than  that  contemplated  by  the  Allot- 
ments Act,  and  let  us  bear  in  mind  that 
the  very  complicated  machinei-y  of  this 
Bill  win  not  apply  to  very  small 
allotments,  nor  to  holdings  of  such  a  size 
as  would  justify,  in  any  way,  the  intro- 
duction of  a  mischievous  sort  of  middle- 
man in  the  form  of  the  County  Council 
which  will  be  an  elected  body.  I  can 
assure  your  Lordships,  with  my  rather 
large  experience  of  allotments,  that  I 
have  found  electioneering  quite  enough 
to  deal  with  on  the  part  of  allotment 
leagues ;  and,  when  we  come  to  small 
holding  leagues,  I  fancy  it  will  be  a  much 
more  difficult,  if  not  more  dangerous 
action  in  the  countrv  to  deal  with. 
^  ^'Earl  FORTESCUE  :  Notwithstand- 
ing the  very  lucid  and  able  speech  of 
the  noble  Duke  on  the  Second  Heading, 
upon  a  subject  on  which  he  has  almost 
unequalled  practical  knowledge  gained 
by  a  series  of  Committees  on  Agricul- 
tural questions,  he  did  not  enlist  me 
pmong  the  opponents  of  the  Bill ;  hut  I 
think  we  cannot  doubt  that  he 
triumphantly  establit^hed  tbe  impossi- 
bility of  reviving  on  any  scale  the  class 
of  British  yeomen.  The  noble  Duke 
showed  that  in  England  the  course  of 
events  had  caused  the  supersession  of 
the  yeomnn.  My  Loi-ds,  differing 
from  my  noble  Friend  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
Amendment  is  a  very  desirable  one  ;  and 
very  good,  and,  to  my  mind,  condusive 
reasons  were  given  by  the  Monger  and 
Seconder  of  the  Amendment  against  the 
County  Coundl  spending  so  lai^  a  pro- 
portion of  the  limited  fund  at  their  dis- 
posal for  all  the  purposes  of  tiie  Act,  in 
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I  establishing  what  cannot  be  considered 
such  very  small  farms  with  all  the  neces- 
sary expenses  so  admirably  and  lucidly 
set  forth  by  Sir  John  Lawes  in  his. 
very  able  letter.  As  to  the  prospect  of 
there  being  a  number  of  possible  pinr- 
chasers  of  twenty-five  acre  holdings,  that 
is  obviously  a  very  much  better  limit  for 
the  class  of  agricultural  labourers  and 
small  artisans,  for  whom  the  Bill  is  par- 
ticularly intended,  than  one  of  fifty 
acres.  I  have  known  various  instances 
of  quite  small  tenants  on  a  chiefly  arable 
farm,  standing  singly  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, prosper,  becaase  they  etmid 
utilise  on  variouslnnds  of  jobs  the  horses 
which  they  had  for  periodical  purposes 
on  their  farm,  in  excess  of  the  habitual 
requirements  of  the  farm  ;  but  those 
cases  must  be  very  few  and  far  between, 
in  each  neighbourhood.  As  regards 
dairying  I  believe  this  Bill  will  render  a 
great  service.  We  know  from  the  Iftte 
Lord  ToUemache's  experience  that  very 
small  holdings  in  a  dairy  country  may 
yield  great  benefits  to  great  numbers, 
chiefly  of  t^e  wa^-eaming  dass;  but, 
for  that  purpose,  it  is  not  necessary  ta 
go  as  high  as  fifty  acres.  The  figiuw  of 
fifty  acres  and  the  limit  of  valuation  of 
£50  is  a  sort  of  forlorn  attempt  to  revive- 
the  British  yeoman ;  and  every  good 
purpose  of  the  Bill  can  be  perfectly 
answered  by  fixing  the  limit  respectively 
at  twenty-five  acres  and  ^30.  And  it  is 
far  more  likely  to  do  extensive  good,  if 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  money  of  the- 
County  Council  is  not  experimentally  ex- 
pended on  holdings  of  fifty  acres,  an<t 
the  loss  liable  to  be  incuiTcd  from  un- 
prosperous  tenants  or  failing  tenants  by 
the  County  Council — which  is  not  th» 
most  desirable  body  to  establish  fts  an 
extensive  land-owning  and  land-letting 
body — would  be  obviated.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  this  proposed  limitation  may 
be  acceded  to. 

Eael  CAIXKSAN  :  My  Lords,  I  trust 
I  shall  not  misinterpret  the  intentions  of 
the  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  if  I 
say  that,  in  the  objections  which  they 
have  advanced  to  this  clause,  I  think 
they  have  rather  intimated  that  they 
imagine  that  the  effect  in  all  cases  would 
be  that  these  holdings  would  be  of  an 
extent  of  fifty  acres.  Now,  although 
your  Lordships  are  aware  of  the  foot,  you 
will  perhaps  forgive  me  for  remincUnf^ 
you  that  fifty  acree  is  only  a  limit,  and  if^ 
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as  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  stated,  holdings  of  a  smaller  character 
would  be  a  greater  advantage  to  districts 
and  would  be  more  availed  of,  surely 
then  the  limit  of  fifty  acres  would  never 
be  reached.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
clause  to  my  that  the  holding  shall  be 
large  or  shall  reach  fifty  acres.  All  it 
mys  is  that  the  limit  shall  be  fifty  acres. 
And  the  reasbn,  my  Lords,  why  we  placed 
the  limit  of  fifty  acres  in  the  Bill  was 
because  we  wished,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  draw  the  Bill  on  the  lines  laid  down 
in  the  Beport  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Small  Holdings.  And  upon  this  subject 
perhaps  your  Lordships  will  allow  me 
to  i-ead  their  recommendation,  which  is 
vei-y  strong — 

"  Yoar  Committee  understand,  by  small 
holdings,  agricultural  tenanciea  or  cultivatiof; 
ownerships  not  exceeding  fifty  acres  in  extent, 
or  £50  annual  valuation.  Owing  to  the 
varying  quantity  of  land,  it  is  impossible  to 
fix  any  particular  average  as  sufScient  for 
the  support  of  a  family,  but  your  Committee 
believe  that  land  of  from  £30  to  £50  valuation 
will  generally  be  adequate  for  that  purpose. 
The  value  and  nationiU  importance  of  small 
faoldingsls  not,  however,  confined  to  those  which 
provide  for  the  entire  sabsistence  of  the  onlti- 
vators.  On  the  contrary.  Uiey  are  extremely 
useful  in  the  case  of  vUlage  tradesmen  and 
others  who  have  some  extraneous  means  of  in- 
come, and  employ  their  spare  time  on  the 
land  aa  a  source  both  of  recreation  and  in- 
come. For  this  class  the  holdings  to  be  pro- 
vided may  be  of  any  size,  from  one  acre  up- 
wards," 

And  then  they  conclude  as  follows : — 

*'  Yoar  Committee  recommend  that  in  any 
legislation  on  this  subject  Uie  term  'small 
holdings'  should  be  interpreted  to  mean  a 
holding  from  one  to  BO  acres,  or  not  ex- 
ceeding £50  in  annual  valuation." 

The  object  of  that  alternative  was  that 
there  is  a  variety  of  value  of  the  soil,  as 
your  Lordships  are  aware,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country — to  such  an  extent 
that  the  value  of  50  acres  in  one  part  of 
the  country  might  be  exceedingly  great, 
and  in  anotht  r  part  of  the  country  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  man  and  his  family.  There 
are  cases  well  known  to  your  Lordships  in 
Scotland,  or  in  the  hills  of  Wales,  in 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  secure  a 
larger  holding,  that  is  to  say,  a  holding 
wbujh,  on  suiui  unprofitable  luid  as  tliat, 
would  suffice  for  a  man  and  his  family. 
It  was  therefore  provided  not  that  the 
limit  of  50  acres  should  be  variable  at 
will,  but  that  there  should  be  an  alterna- 


tive that  a  holding  might  be  created  of 
the  value  of  £50.  I  hope  that  ex- 
planation will  be  satisfactory  to  my 
noble  Friend  opposite.  Considering  the 
strong  nature  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Small  Holdings,  and 
considering  that  50  acres  is  merely  a  limit, 
and  does  not  prevent  a  large  creation  of 
smaller  holdings,  I  venture  to  hope  my 
noble  Friend  will  not  press  bis  Amend- 
ment. 

^'LoBD  BIBBLESDALE  :  I  hare 
quite  understood  all  along  that  fifty 
acres  is  an  elasMo  limit ;  but  my 
contention  is  that  it  is  a  had  elastic 
limit,  that  directly  you  get  beyond 
twenty-five  acres  you  get  into  difficulties. 
I  was  certain,  of  course,  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  refer  me  to  the  Report  of 
the  Small  Holdings  Committee,  because 
it  is  exactly  the  same  answer  that 
was  given  in  another  place,  where  very 
much  the  same  point  was  raised.  But 
anybody  reading  this  Report,  instead  of 
taking  the  view  advanced  by  the  noble 
Earl,  would,  I  think,  take  the  view 
that  what  was  in  the  mind  of  the 
Committee  was  that  a  smedl  holdiuj^ 
was  to  be  one  of  £50  valuation  ;  and,  if 
you  had  stuck  to  that,  I  should  not  have 
moved  the  Amendment.  There  ls  just 
one  thing  I  should  like  to  point  out 
which  I  did  not  before.  We  have  been 
promised  logically  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  we  have  been  pro- 
mised politically  on  this  side,  that  we 
are  to  have  compulsion  later  on.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  to  be  so  or  not ; 
but  if  the  noble  Duke's  logic  is  right, 
and  if  the  politics  of  the  noble  Lords 
below  me  are  right,  you  will  have  this 
question  raised  in  a  vety  much  more 
disagreeable  form  later  on.  My  Lords, 
I  am  not  myself  against  compulsion.  I 
believe  that  if  this  Bill  is  to  do  all  the 
good  we  are  told  it  is  to  do,  if  it  is  to  be 
the  cornucopia  of  civic  and  social  virtues 
as  we  are  promised,  you  must  have 
compulsion ;  but  I  do  believe  that 
twenty-five  acres  might  be  a  fair  limit  of 
compulsion  imder  this  Bill,  whereas 
fifty  acres  would  be  a  very  unfair  one. 
Of  course,  my  Lords,  "  He,  who  complies 
against  his  will,  is  of  the  same  opinion 
still  '* ;  and  I  hold  these  opinions  much 
more  strongly  after  I  have  heard  the 
objections  to  my  Amendment  than  I  did 
befoi>e.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any 
use  in  dividing  on  the  question,  and  I 
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ask  the  leave  of  the  Committee  to  with- 
draw my  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

*The  Marquess  of  HimTLY: 
I  will  not  detain  your  Ixntlships  very 
long  in  explaining  the  reasons  why  I 
have  put  the  Amendments  upon  the 
Paper  which  stand  in  my  name.  On 
t  he  occasion  of  the  Second  Reading  of 
t  his  Bill  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  third 
in  the  Debate  (Earl  Spencer)  expressed 
a  view,  which  I  think  is  held  by  a  great 
many  of  your  Lordships,  that  more 
should  be  done  under  the  Bill  to  let 
mare  land  to  the  labourer.  That  I  find 
is  an  opinion  that  is  largely  held  out  .of 
doors.  When  this  Bill  was  first  intro- 
duced into  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
there  was,  I  bcJieve,  a  much  more  limited 
power  given  to  the  County  Council  to  let 
small  amounts  of  land  than  there  is  at 
present,  and  the  extended  power,  as  the 
clause  now  stands,  was  extracted  in 
Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
extending  the  area  to  fifteen  acres  which 
the  County  Council  might  hire  and  let. 
But,  along  with  that  power  which  was 
given  to  them,  there  ai-e  some,  as  I  think, 
ahsurd  restrictions  in  the  commencement 
cf  the  clause,  which  I  propose  to  leave 
out.  Admittedly  this  Bill  is  an  experi- 
ment. You  are  dealing  with  the  class 
of  agricultural  labourers  who  are  un- 
doubtedly very  poor, — certainly  very 
few  of  them  are  able  to  find  the  one-fifth 
which  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to 
put  down  in  purchasing  the  land ;  and 
you  certainly  will  have  more  chance  of 
enabling  the  agiicuhural  labourer  in 
rural  districts  to  rise,  if  you  could  let 
the  land  to  them  at  a  fair  rent  and 
enable  them  to  get  something  out  of  it 
before  they  purchajw  it.  It  is  clear  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  that  the 
liiboiu-ers  should  purchase  their  holdings ; 
but  the  question  ia,  will  the  agricultural 
labourers  he  in  a  position  to  do  so  for  a 
Inng  time  to  come  ?  My  experience  of 
allotments  is  that  one-fiftfa  of  the  allot- 
ments fall  on  your  hands  after  two  or 
three  years,  and  you  have  to  find  fresh 
tenants ;  that  very  few  of  the  labourers 
are  successful  even  in  cultivating  allot- 
ments ;  and  it  is  very  rare  indeed  to 
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find  an  agricultural  labourer  who  will 
be  able  to  put  down  the  money  to  pur- 
chase his  holding.  One  of  the  points 
made  by  the  noble  Earl  in  his  speech  on 
the  Second  Beading  was,  I  thins,  a  very 
good  one ;  he  said — 

"  It  ii  no  coDBol&tioD  to  the  labourer,  who 
has  worked  all  his  life  in  his  native  villagej  to 
tell  him  that  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  milea 
away  there  is  a  plot  of  land  he  ean  hire." 

Supposing  in  the  centre  of  a  lai^  rural 
district  the  County  Council  were  unable 
to  purchase  land  in  a  village,  but  the 
labourers  were  wishing  to  hire  land  ;  the 
County  Council  would  say : — If  you  -go 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Northampton, 
Welliogborough,  or  Birmingham,  you 
can  hire  land,  because  we  will  hire 
the  land  and  let  it  to  you ;  but  in  the 
rural  districts  we  cannot.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  clause  is  the  strongest  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  that  migration  to  the 
towns,  which  it  ia  suppceed  to  be  the 
object  of  the  Bill  to  prevent.  If  you 
come  to  think  of  it  yon  will  see  that  tiiis 
restriction  on  the  power  of  the  County 
Councils  is  most  absurd.  Why  should  the 
proximity  to  a  town,  or  the  suitability 
for  building  purposes,  or  any  uther 
special  reason,  be  a  restriction  upon  the 
County  Council  as  to  hiring  laud  ?  If 
you  have  admitted  the  principle  of  the 
County  Council  hiring  land  if  they  think 
desirable,  why  do  you  not  give  them  the 
right  to  do  BO  ?  My  Lords,  yesterday 
you  passed  the  Second  Beading  of  an 
Act  called  "  The  Allotments  (Scotland) 
Act,"  by  which  you  are  extending  to 
Scotland  the  Allotments  Act  (England) ; 
but  you  are  further  giving  tiie  County 
Councils  in  Scotland  absolute  power  to 
hire  land  as  much  as  they  like,  to  buy 
land  as  much  as  they  like,  to  let  it  out 
in  allotments  as  they  like,  and  to 
do  anything  they  like  with  the  land. 
And  you  are  allowing  the  puiishes  to 
elect  the  managei'S  subject  to  rules  to  be 
passed  by  the  County  Council  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
The  noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  deprecated  the 
County  Councils  being  placed  in  the 
position  of  middlemen ;  but  that  is  what 
this  Bill  does.  They  are  to  buy  land 
and  to  sell  it  again,  and  to  borrow  money 
for  the  purpo.se.  What  is  the  whole 
tendency  of  our  Local  Government 
legislation  but  to  make  the  County 
Council  the    middleman?    Now,  my 
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Lords,  one  word  as  to  restrictions. 
Who  is  to  decide,  I  want  to  know, 
whether  land  has  a  prospective  value  for 
%>uilding  purposes  ?  I,  living  in  the 
-midst  of  a  rural  district,  might  say  that 
by  the  pnupective  advent  of  a  railway, 
-which  might  have  a  station  in  any 
'village,  the  land  might  become  valuable 
for  building  purposes.  It  seems  to  me 
-that  if  you  are  dealing  with  this  ques- 
a<m,  if  you  are  bringing  in  the  prin- 
ciple (rf  letting,  if  you  are  giving  power 
to  County  Oouncils  to  deal  in  this 
matter  with  letting  holdings  —  and  I 
may  point  out  that  by  Olause  4  Sub- 
section 2  you  enable  County  Councils  to 
^uy  land  themselves  and  to  let  it  out, 
but  you  do  not  enable  them  to  lure  land 
•except  it  has  a  prospective  value  for 
building  purposes  —  of  all  the  absuL-d 
restrictions!  overheard  of  these  (»rtainly 
«re  the  most  absurd.  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  suppose  that  reason  will  weigh  up3n 
'the  eve  of  a  Dissolution — we  have  been 
'told  that  this  is  a  matter  that  ought 
•not  to  be  pressed  for  fear  of 
•endangering  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  in  another  place ;  but  knowing 
something  of  county  government  and 
managemmt,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  to  place  such  restrictions  in  a  Bill 
dealing  with  county  government  is  the 
most  absurd  thing  tliat  a  dying  Parlia- 
ment can  do.  My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendments  which  stand  in  my 
name. 

Amendments  moved, 

In  page  1,  line  18,  after  (*'  and  where"),  leave 
out  all  tba  words  dowa  to  and  iDclusira  of 
("  desirable  ")>  in  line  21 ;  and  in  lioe  21,  after 
<'*the  CoaaoU  ")  insert  ("think  it  desirable 
thay.")— (TA*  Margueaa  of  Huntly.) 

Eabl  CADOOAK  :  I  am  afraid  yoiu: 
Lordships  will  think  me  guilty  of  con- 
stant repetition  if  I  say  that  I  really 
believe  the  main  answer  to  be  given  to 
the  arguments  of  my  noble  Friend  -is  the 
«ame  that  I  had  the  honour  of  giving  to 
the  first  Amendment  moved  to  the  first 
•clause ;  but  I  cannot  too  emphatically 
repeat  that  the  object  of  the  BiU 
is  purchase,  and  not  hiring  and 
letting.  My  noble  Friend  says  that, 
in  the  speech  I  made  on  proposing 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  I 
stated  the  various  objections  to  luring 
And  letting,  and  that  I  also  gave  reasons 
why  purchase  was  desirable.  To  every 
one  of  those  reasons  I  still  adhere.  My 


noble  Friend  says  that  we  have  provided 

under  the  Bill  for  letting  by  the  Connl^ 
Council,  and  therefore  we  stultify  our 
own  argument ;  but  our  argument  is  that 
this  is  a  Bill  providing  for  the  sale  of 
small  holdings,  and  that  under  one  clause, 
and  under  very  exceptional  circumstances 
which  we  enumerate,  we  have  pro- 
vided also  for  letting.  But  the  object, 
apparently,  of  noble  Lords  (^posite  is  to 
increase  and  widen  that  power  of  ietting ; 
and  it  is  that  object,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
which  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  connteraot. 
My  noble  Friend  wishes  to  omit  all  the 
qualifying  words  in  Clause  2  which  limit 
the  special  occasions  on  which  this  hiring 
is  to  be  carried  out.  I  quite  admit  that, 
if  hiring  were  the  principal  object  of  the 
Bill,  those  restrictions  are  valueless ;  but 
as,  on  the  contrary,  we  wish  this  letting 
to  be  a  verj'  exceptional  process,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  think  they  are  in 
every  way  necessary.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess has  asked  who  is  to  be  the  judge 
of  these  special  circumstances?  My 
Lords,  if  you  concede  to  the  County 
Council  the  canTing  out  of  this 
matter,  you  must  leave  to  them, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  decision  as  to 
when  and  how  this  letting  is  to  be  done ; 
and  I  cannot  see  anything  in  the  clause, 
to  which  the  noble  Marquess  has  moved 
this  Amendment,  which  would  pi-event 
the  County  Council  from  exercisinga  very 
reasonable  judgment  as  to  the  time  and 
occasion  upon  which  hiring  is  to  take 
the  place  of  sale.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
admit  the  argument  of  my  noble  Friend. 
The  Government  consider,  as  I  said 
before,  that  it  is  very  undesirable  to 
make  the  County  Councils  middlemen. 
My  noble  Friend  says  we  have  done  so 
under  the  Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  HTJNTLT:  In 
Clause  4. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  But,  as  I  snid 
before,  we  have  done  so  under  very 
exceptional  circumstances.  I  am  afraid 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  agree  to  extend 
the  limit  for  hiring.  My  Lords,  in  con- 
nection with  this  Amendment,  I  should 
also  like  to  call  my  noble  Friend's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  if  land  is  only  hired 
by  the  County  Council,  it  cannot  be 
sold.  I  have  said  before  what,  I  venture 
to  think,  has  been  lost  sight  of  by  noble 
Lords  on  both  sides  of  tne  House,  that 
the  main  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  occupying  owners ;  and, 
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if  you  are  going  to  make  it  into  a  Bill 
for  fairing  and  letting,  and  pi*actically  to 
do  away  with  sale  axid  purchase,  to  that 
extent  3'ou  will  not  increase  the  number 
of  occupying  owners,  and  you  will  not 
carry  out  the  main  object  for  which  the 
Jiill  is  intended.  For  these  reasons,  my 
lx)rdt>,  I  hope  my  noble  Friend  will  not 
press  his  Amendments. 

Amendments  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Eabl  CAr>OGAN  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
an  Amendment  on  this  clause  which  is 
merely  to  bring  in  an  alternative  of  a 
£15  valuation.  It  is  necessary  to  bring 
the  clause  into  harmony  with  Clause  4, 
Sub-section  2,  which  allows  a  holding  to 
t>e  either  of  fifteen  acres  or  of  £15 
annual  value.  The  latter  limit  was 
inserted  in  Clause  4  in  another  place 
lifter  Clause  2  was  passed  ;  therefore  it  is 
necessary  in  order  to  produce  symmetry 
l>et\\een^the  two  clauses;  and  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  consent  to  pass  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  line  23, 
to  leave  out  (*'  not  exceeding  fifteen 
iici-es  each  "),  and  insert  ("  in  accordance 
mth  the  provisions  of  this  Act "). — {The 
Karl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3  agreed  to. 
Clause  4. 

Eaul  cadogan  :  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment to  propose  which  is  consequential, 
to  bi-ing  the  clause  into  symmetry  with 
Clause  2.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  insert  the  words  proposed. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  2,  line 
27,  after  ("  Act"),  to  insert  ('*  or  where 
the  land  has  been  hii-ed  by  them  on  lease 
or  otherwise.") — (TAe  Earl  Cadogan,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

LoKD  BASING:  My  Lords,  I  have 
put  down  a  very  short  Amendment  to 
line  13  of  this  clause,  in  order  to  elicit 
an  explanation  as  to  what  is  precisely 
meant  by  the  enactment  of  the  clause. 
Under  Sub-section  1  it  is  evident  that  a 
Committee,  which  will  be  an  important 
and  powerful  Committee  of  the  County 


Council,  is  to  be  appointed  to  advise  the- 
Coundl  whether  or  not  the  Act  is  to  be 
pat  into  operation  within  the  coun^. 
Sub-section  2  provides  that  if  any 
petition  for  a  holding  is  received  \fj  the- 
County  Council  they  are  to  refer  it  to  a. 
Committee,  and  I  want  to  know  whether 
it  is  to  be  the  same  Committee  alluded  to- 
before,  or  another  and  different  Com- 
mittee !  It  seems  to  me  that  we  arfr 
rather  tending  to  overload  the  Council 
by  obligations  to  appoint  many  Com- 
mittees, ifanother  Committee  is  intended. 
Later  on  a  third  Committee  is  to  be 
constituted,  of  a  totally  different 
character  and  complexion  from  these 
two,  and  with  differoit  provisions  as  to* 
the  persons  to  be  added  to  it. 
I  think  all  this  would  be  ex- 
tremely confusing  and  awkward,  and 
that,  if  so  many  County  Councillors- 
are  to  be  engaged  in  this  work,  they  will 
be  a  little  puzzled  how  to  proceed.  Surely 
it  would  be  far  better  that  one  Committee> 
should  take  this  subject  into  considera- 
tion generally,  and  should  advit^e  the 
Council  in  respect  of  petitions  which  may 
from  time  to  time  come  before  them ;  that 
at  all  events  is  my  notion  of  what  would 
be  the'  best  proceeding ;  and,  with  t^t- 
object  in  view,  I  propose  the  Amendment 
that  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  in  Sub-section  (2)^ 
line  13,  to  leave  out  ("a")  and  insfn^ 
("  the").— (TAe  Lm-d  Hasiruf.) 

The  Mabquess  of  BATH  :  I  would 
only  add  to  what  the  noble  Lord  has  saitt 
that  there  is  at  present  in  the  County 
Council  a  Statutory  Allotments  Com- 
mittee appointed ;  and  surely  that  Allot- 
ments Committee  would  be  the  C<nu- 
mittee  to  whom  this  matter  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  referred. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  The  receipt  of  a 
Petition  alone  would  render  a  Committed- 
necessary,  and,  in  the  abrance  of  any 
Petition,  there  might  be  no  Committee 
at  all.  But  I  see  no  objection  to  the- 
Amendment  of  my  noble  Fiiend,  and  I 
will  accept  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Eabl  cadogan  :  I  have  a  drafting; 
Amendment,  in  order  to  remove 
ambiguity  and  to  make  the  language  of 
the  clause  correspond  with  Clause  17,. 
where  the  County  Councillor  raprerant- 
ing  the  electoral  di\'ision  is  constituted 


Earl  Cadogan 
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a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment, whose  appomtment  is  authorised 
under  this  clause. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  3,  line  18, 
to  leave  out  ("  part and  insert  ("  elec- 
toral division  "). — (T/«  JSarl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  a^eed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  ammded,  agreed  to. 

CIau.se  6. 

Earl  CADOGAN:  My  Lord«,  I 
to  move  to  leave  out  the  words  on 
page  3,  lines  22  and  23.  "  all  the  costs 
of  conveyance  to  the  purchaser,  including 
any," and  to  insert  "the."  The  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  are  rendered  un- 
necessary by' the  insertion  of  Clause  10, 
which  makes  the  registration  of  title 
compulsory. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  3,  lines 
22  and  23,  to  leave  out  ("all  the  costs  of 
conveyance  to  the  purchaser,  including 
any,")  and  insert  ("  the.")— (fAe  £arl 
Cadogan.) 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
[  do  not  quite  understand  the  reason  for 
the  scheme  of  the  provision  with  regard 
to  the  registration  of  title.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  it  is  that  the  County  Council 
may  buy  the  land,  and  have  the  title  in- 
vestigated in  the  ordinary  way  by  their 
own  solicitor  or  legal  advisers ;  they  are 
not  obliged  to  have  it  investigated  by  the 
Registry  Office.  But  when  they  dispose 
of  it  as  small  holdings,  then  the  small 
holding,  which  forms  part  of  the  land 
they  bought,  is  to  be  registered  in  the 
Land  Registry,  without  any  investiga- 
tion of  title,  with  an  absolute  title. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  I  may 
tell  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  that 
tliei-e  are  Amendments  to  be  proposed  to 
Clause  10  which  will  get  rid  of  that 
difficulty.  I  had  observed  the  incon- 
venience and  incongruity  of  those  pro 
vifflons,  and  I  think  the  Amendment  to 
be  proposed  will  remove  them. 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  They  are  not 
on  the  Paper. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  They 
are  not,  but  they  ought  1  o  be. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

LoRP  HERRIES:  My  Lords,  in 
proposing  the  Amendment  that 
stands  in  my  name  I  must  say 
that  I  rather  hesitate,  because 
the    Lord  Privy    Seal    has    not,  so 


(or,  shown  himself  malleable  with  respect 

to  any  Amendment.  Whether  for 
political  or  other  reasons,  it  appears  to- 
me that  this  Bill  must  be  considered  as 
imperfect,  and  I  think,  if  my  Amend- 
ment is  accepted,  it  will  afford  greater 
security  to  the  County  Councils  to  obtain 
any  return  for  the  money  that  they  ad- 
vance. As  the  Bill  now  stands,  the 
pui-chaser  is  only  required  to  pay  down 
one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money;  and, 
especially  if  you  hare  a  large  holding,  1 
think  tliat  sum  is  hardly  sufficient  to- 
secure  the  County  Council  against  the 
chance  of  loss.  Besides,  if  you  look 
througli  the  Bill,  you  naturally  would 
Suppose  it  had  been  drawn  up  originally" 
so  that  one-fourth  should  be  the  amount 
to  be  paid  down ;  two-fourths  may  be 
secured  on  the  holding ;  and  it  becomes 
rather  an  arithmetical  difficulty  how  to 
make  the  difference  after  having  paid  the 
two-fourths  and  having  paid  down  one- 
fifth.  But  there  is  another  thing  ;•  if 
there  is  any  failure  to  pay  up  the- 
arrears,  the  loss  will  fall  upon  thecounty 
in  many  cases  if  the  value  of  the  land 
diminishes  considerably.  I  know  an 
instance  of  aholding  of  about  sixty  awes- 
which  was  purchased  a  few  yeai«  ago  for 
over  1'2,000,  and  sold  the  other  day  for- 
£900.  Now,  if  the  County  Council  had 
purchased  that  holding  what  a  great  l<»s 
there  would  have  been  !  I  think,  under^ 
the  circumstances,  it  is  very  important 
that  we  should,  so  far  as  passible,  secure 
the  County  Council  against  any  danger 
of  loss.  I  daresay  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships remember  that  in  1846  Feargua 
O'Connor  started  a  little  company ;  he 
purchased  three  hundred  acres  which  h& 
divided  into  eighty-six  allotments ;  the 
owner  of  each  allotment  had  a  cottage 
built  for  him,  and  three  or  four  acres, 
and  each  was  given  £7  10s.  to  start 
work.  In  a  very  few  years  they  all 
failed  ;  the  property  went  into  Chancery; 
and  I  believe  only  one  or  two  of  the- 
original  allottees  remained  on  the  land 
after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years.  My 
Lords,  suppoaiug  in  the  place  of  Feargus 
O'Connor  we  had  the  County  Council 
that  had  spent  £5,000  in  buying  land,  I 
do  not  think  th^  would  have  been  pre- 
pared to  advance  £7  lOs.  to  each  person 
who  took  land  under  them,  and  the  loss- 
to  the  ratepayers  would  have  been  very 
great.  Therefore  the  more  security  you 
give  to  the  j-atepayers  in  this  respect  th* 
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better.    For  these  reasons  I  move  the 

Amendment  that  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  3,  line  29, 
'to  leave  out  ("one-fifth"),  and  insert 
<"  one-fourth.")— (r/w  Lord  Berries.) 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  After  the  pre- 
liminary remarks  of  the  noble  Lonl,  I 
hardly  dare  to  oppose  any  Amendment 
that  he  may  be  likely  to  desire ;  and  I 
feel  that  in  this  case  certainly  there  is 
perhaps  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  his 
argument ;  the  more  so  that,  as  I  have 
fifiid,  we  have  founded  our  Bill  largely 
upon  the  Eeport  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Oommittee,  which  upon  this  subject 
.says— 

"  It  is  eeaeotial  that  the  purchasers  of  Bmalf 
holdiags  should  provide  in  cash  a  proportioo 
•ot  the  purchase-money,  not  Iras  than  one-fiftn 
■or  one-fourth,  of  the  whole." 

It  is  obvious  that  one-fourth  would 
■be  a  better  security  for  the  rate- 
payers than  one-fifth.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  security  which  the  noble  Lord 
proposes  would  be  adequate,  and  there- 
fore  I  will  accept  his  Amendment. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLEY:  My 
Lords,  I  regret  extremely  to  find  that  the 
•noble  Earl  is  ready  to  consent  to  this 
serious  alteration  of  tlie  Bill.  1  believe 
it  was  originally  one-fourth,  and  after- 
wards altered  to  one-fifth  after  full  dis- 
Kiussion  in  the  other  House ;  and  cer- 
tainly, to  facilitate  the  action  of  the 
Bill,  I  think  one-fifth  is  preferable.  The 
■object  that  we  have  is  that  the  Bill  shall 
have  a  real  operation — I  cannot  help 
^feeling  that  there  will  be  great  difficulties 
in  bringing  it  into  real  operation — but, 
if  you  make  this  change,  I  think  the  re- 
sult will  be  to  stop  the  action  of  Iftie  Bill 
■considerably. 

The  Marqubss  of  SALISBURY: 
The  noble  Lord  will  see  there  are  two 
■dangers :  there  is  the  one  he  has  pointed 
out,  that  the  agricultural  labourer  will 
tliink  that  the  price  he  has  to  pay  is 
4>eyond  his  means  and  the  Bill  will  not 
-work ;  but  there  is  also  the  other  danger, 
that  the  County  Ciouncil  will  think  the 
■operation  is  dangerous,  and  they  will  be 
-afraid  of  burdening  the  ratepayers  with 
it.  This  measure  is  tentative  and  ex- 
perimental ;  and,  though  I  do  not  pro- 
Jess  any  strong  opinion  as  between  one- 
fourth  and  one-fifth,  I  think  the  line  of 
■caution  18  bettei*  on  the  whole,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  put  the  County 
•Councils  in  a  safe  position. 

Lord  Berries 


The  Eabi,  of  KIMBEBLEY :  I  am 
not  convinced  by  what  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  said ;  and,  although  it  is  not 
of  much  avail  to  oppose  anything  in  the 
face  of  the  Government,  I  must  say 
*'  not-content  "  to  the  Amendment. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  I  may  remind  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  that  the  Small  Hold- 
ings Committee  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  over  this  pait  of  their  .Export,  and, 
inasmuch  as  in  their  opinion  one-fifth  or 
one-fourth  is  equally  good  security,  I  do 
not  tiiink'  graMi  importance  need  be 
attached  to  it. 

Eael  SPENCER:  There  was  a  very 
strong  expression  of  opinion  in  another 
place  in  favour  of  one  -  fifth,  as 
giving  greater  facilities  to  labourers  who 
might  be  in  difiiculties  to  avail  thran- 
selves  of  the  Act ;  and  I  attach  very 
considerable  importance  to  this  Amend- 
ment. I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  agree 
to  alter  what  has  been  decided  after  full 
discussion  in  another  place.  With 
regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Small 
Holdings  Committee,  my  noble  Friend 
cannot  argue  that  the  Committee  were 
in  favour  of  one-fotuth,  because  they 
said  that  either  would  do. 

Earl  CADOGAN:  I. did  not  argue 
that  they  were  in  favour ;  I  said  that 
they  recommended  either  course ;  th^ 
gave  no  preference  to  either. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
do  not  feel  that  I  have  sufiident  strength 
of  conviction  to  attach  any  importance 
to  the  matter,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  let 
it  go. 

Lord  HEBRIE8:  I  beg  leave  to 

withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee)  withdrawn. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
a  series  of  Amendments,  which  are  merely 
drafting  Amendments,  which  I  beg  to 
move. 

Amendments  moved, 

In  page  3,  line  37,  after  ("and")  insert 
C'flhall  either");  line  38,  after  ("instal- 
mentg  ")  ioBert  ("  of  priuoipal ") ;  line  40, 
leave  out  ("and")  ana  insert  (" cr  shall ") ; 
line  41,  leave  out  ("  shall ") ;  ps^  4,  leave  out 
8ub-Bection  (7).— (TAe  Eart  Cadogan.^ 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  ^reed  to. 
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Clause  7. 

Earl  CADCXJAN  :  This  Amendment, 
my  Lords,  is  purely  verbal,  to  prevent 
conflicting  with  Clause  10. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  4,  line  19, 
after  ('*  Act ")  insert  ("  except  as  other- 
wise provided  "). — {The  EarlCadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  8. 

EarlOADOGAN:  This,  my  Lords,  is 
merely  another  verbal  Amendment  to 
leave  out  the  word  *'  register  "  and  insert 
"Ust."  The  use  of  the  word  "list" 
m^ht  prevent  confusion  with  regard  to 
the  provisions  as  to  registration  in  Clause 
10. 

Amendment  moved,  in  pe^  4,  line  27, 
to  leave  out  ("register")  and  insert 
(« list ").— (2y«  Earl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Eahl  cadogan  :  My  Lords,  I  move 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  in  line  30  after 
the  word  "  let "  to  the  end  of  the  clause. 
These  words  were  inserted  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  further  consideration 
has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are 
unnecessary,  uid  might  suggest  confusion 
with  the  provisions  as  to  registration  of 
title  in  Clause  10  again. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  all 
after  ("let ")  in  line  30  to  the  end  of  the 
clause. — {The  Marl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE:  My  Lords, 
thia  is  only  a  verbal  Amendment.  I 
think,  if  my  wording  were  adopted,  it 
would  transpose  Sub-sections  (b)  and  (o). 

Earl  CADOGAN :  Is  my  noble 
Friend  moving  both  Amendments  ? 

Load  RIBBLESDALE:  Tes. 

Eabl  CADOGAK:  I  am  willing  to 

accept  them. 

Amendments  moved,  in  page  4,  line 

38,  to  leave  out  ("  tuless  let  with  the 
consent  of  the  County  Council");  line 

39,  after  ("owner")  insert  ("or  occu- 
pier as  the  case  may  be  "y-^The  Lord 
Ribhleedale.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 


Lord  BIBBLESDALE  :  In  line  41 

I  move  to  insert  after  "sub-divided  "  the- 
words  "  buy,  sell,  let,  or  sub-let." 

Earl  CADOGAN':  I  am  afraid  t 
cannot  accept  this  Amendment.  I  would' 
point  out  to  my  noble  Fi'iend  that  the- 
words  "  buy,  sell  "  would  restrict  the- 
prohibition  against  sub-division  to  one- 
particular  mode  of  Kub-division ;  whereas 
we  wish  to  extend  the  restriction  or  pro- 
hibition against  sub-division  to  all  sub- 
divisions. I  cannot,  therefore,  accept  the  ■ 
words  *'  buy,  sell " ;  and  the  latter  part 
I  think  is  unnecessary.  The  words  "  or-^ 
sub-let "  I  think  might  be  inserted  if  the 
noble  Lord  wishes  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment in  that  place. 

LoRd  RIBBLESDALE:  I  quite  accept 
that. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  I  am  sure  that 
that  is  unnecessary,  and  it  might  create 
difficulty.  "  Sub-di\nde  "  would  cover  all 
my  noble  Friend  desires — every  form  of" 
sub-division,  whether  you  do  it  by  letting- 
or  sub-letting.  Letting  applies  to  the- 
whole.  You  shall  not  sub-divide  it  by 
any  means,  nor,  even  if  yoa  sab-divide  it,, 
shall  you  let  it. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary also  to  insert  "or  sub-let."  You- 
may  obtain  the  consent  of  the  County 
Council  for  letting,  but,  if  you  do  not 
add  the  words  "or  sub-let,"  having  ob- 
tained the  consent  for  letting,  the  l^ee 
might  sub-let  without  the  consent  of  the- 
County  Council.  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  the  words  should  be  "shall  not  be- 
sub-divided,  let,  or  sub-let." 

Lord  HEKSCHELL  :  Then  I  thinfc 
you  bad  better  put  in  "  assigned,"  other- 
wise the  lesseemight  assign  liie  whole  of  it,, 
as  well  as  sub-let  it ;  and  your  object  is . 
that  he  shall  not  do  that  without  •  tiie 
consent  of,  the  County  Council. 

Eabl  CADOGAN:  Would  my  noble - 
and  learned  Friend  insert  "  or  snb-let " " 
after  "  assign"  ? 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  Yes. 

Amendment,  as  further  amended;, 
moved,  in  line  14  after  ("sub-divided") 
to  insert  ("  assigned,  let,  or  sub-let "). 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Eael  CADOGAN:    My  Lords,  I 
have  got  a  new  sub-soction  to  propose  to- 
Clause  9,  on  page  5,  after  line  7,  to  in- 
sert :  "  (g.)  In  the  case  of  any  holding  to- 
which  the  County  Council  are  of  opinion, 
that  this  condition  ought  to  apply,  that  ■ 
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no  dwelling  house  sliall  be  erected  on  the 
holding  without  the  consent  of  the 
County  Council."  I  need  hardly  remind 
■your  Lordships  that  the  Bill,  as  originally 
introduced  in  another  place,  contained 
■a  provision  that  no  house  sliould  be 
built  unlei'S  the  holding  is  of  the  annual 
value,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Income  Tax, 
of  not  exceeding  £25.  It  was  found 
that  some  restrictive  condition  of  this 
kind  would  be  necessuy,  and  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  consider  it  reason- 
able. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  5,  after  line  7,  to  ingert:  "  (g.)  In 
the  case  of  any  holding  to  which  the  County 
■Council  are  of  opinion  that  this  condition 
ought  to  apply,  that  no  dwelling  bouse  shall 
be  erected  on  the  holding  without  the  consent 
■of  the  CountyCounoil."—(rAtf  ^aHCadoflran.) 

Lord  BASING  :  WiU  the  noble  Earl 
explain  what  is  the  condition  referred  to 
in  the  Amendment  ? 

Earl  OADOGAN  :  I  do  not  think 
the  drafting  is  veiy  clear,  but  the  condi- 
tion of  the  new  sub-section  that  I  am 
now  reading  is  the  sub-section  itself. 

Lord  HERSCIIELL:  If  instead  of 
this "  you  put  "  such  a,"  I  think  it 
would  be  clearer. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  The  real  meaning 
is  titis,  if  I  may  so  read  it — 

"  In  tiie  caae  ot  any  bedding  to  which  the 
County  Conpcil  are  of  opinion  that  the  con- 
dition ought  to  be  applied  that  no  dwelling 
house  should  be  erected  on  the  holding  without 
the  consent  of  the  County  Council,  no  dwell- 
ing house  shall  be  erected  on  the  holding  with- 
•out  Uie  consent  of  the  County  Council.' 

Lord  BASING:  The  question  of 
erecting  dwellings  is  the  subject  of  several 
•of  these  sub-sections.  I  think  a  good 
■dear  of  confusion  may  arise. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  If  there  is  any 
■doubt  upon  the  point  I  will  consider  it 
.and  bi'ing  it  up  on  Report. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. 

Earl  CADOGAN:  My  Amendment 
ifl  to  leav  ut  all  words  after  "  but  "  in 
line  7  to     t  end  of  line  9,  and  to  insert — 

"  Any  person  cluming  by  a  title  paramount 
to  the  title  of  the  County  Council  shall  be 
entitled  to  damages  aguDSt  the  County  Council 
ior  loss  of  the  hwd." 

Earl  Cadogan 


It  is  thought  better  to  guard  against  any 
possible  hardship,  rather  than  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  the  real  owner  against 
damage  owing  to  any  flaw  in  the  title  of 
the  County  Council. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  &  leave  out  all  after  ("but")  in  line 
7  to  tne  end  of  line  9,  and  insert  (-'  any  person 

claiming  by  a  title  paramount  to  the  title  of  the 
County  Council  shall  be  entitled  to  damages 
against  the  County  Council  for  loss  of  the 
Itad.")— {The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  This  now  raises 
the  point  that  I  thought  was  going  to  be 
met. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
noble  and  learned  Friend  will  forgive  me 
for  interposing.  The  real  truth  is  that 
some  persons  have  been  endeavouring  to 
mend  two  totally  different  sets  of  provi- 
sions without  quite  appreciating  what 
has  been  the  effect  of  either — namely. 
Clause  6,  sub-section  7,  and  this  Clause 
10.  I  anticipate  that  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  will  object  to  the  words 
"  without  further  inquiry "  in  this 
clause  ;  and  so  I  shall  too  ;  but,  if  those 
words  are  left  out,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  purchase  is  to  be  i-egistered  in  the 
ordinary  way  by  the  ordinary  means, 
and  by  inquiry  in  the  Land  Transfer 
Court.  That  is  what  I  propose  should 
be  amended.  Then,  I  think,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  working  the  land 
transfer  system  as  applicable  to  this 
Bill.  I  agree  with  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  Kay 
that  you  should  register  a  holding 
without  any  special  inquiry  by  the 
public  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that 
it  is  registered  properly. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  undei-stand 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  to  take  ont 
the  part  about  effecting  a  remedy ;  because, 
if  the  land  is  registered  with  an  absolute 
title,  that  title  is  absolute  against  all 
the  world,  and  nobody  san  have  a  remedy 
against  the  County  Council  or  anyone- 
else. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  That 
is  true ;  but  what  has  been  attempted  to 
be  done  is  that,  when  the  County  Council 
have  purchased  the  land  and  let  it 
to  somebody  else,  somebody  else  shall 
have  an  absolute  title  against  all  the 
world  ;  but  it  was  not  intended  to  leav« 
the  County  Council  liable  in  damages 
against  the  person  whose  land  they  hail 
taken. 
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Further  Amanimenta  moved,  in  page 
•6  line  4,  omit  ("without  further  in- 
quiry ").-~{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  Then  do  you 
want  these  words — 

Any  perBOD  olaimiag  by  a  title  paramount 
to  the  title  of  the  Coaoty  Ooaacil  shall  be 
entitled  to  daina;;es  i^ainst  the  County 
Council  for  less  of  the  land." 

I  do  not  see  how  there  would  he  any 
claim  agunst  the  County  Council  ? 
The   Mabqubss  op  SALTSBITEY: 

Leaving  out  the  words  "  without  further 
inquiry  "  merely  says  that,  either  with 
inquiry  or  without,  they  shall  he  regis- 
tered. 

Loud  HERSCHELL:  Then  the  Land 
Transfer  Office  will  make  the  ordinary 
inquiry,  arid  after  they  have  registered 
with  an  absolute  title,  that  title  is 
■absolute  against  all  the  world,  and  no- 
body could  have  a  claim  against  anybody. 

Thk  Mabquess  op  SALISBURY  :  But 
the  Land  Office  are  authorised  to  register 
after  their  inquiry,  no  matter  what  the 
«£fect  of  the  inquiry  were  to  he. 

Thb  Eael  op  KIMBERLBY:  That 
will  produce  a  singular  state  of  things. 
I  have  a  vivid  remembrance  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  sat  for  so  long  a  time,  and, 
though  I  am  not  competent  to  give  a 
legal  opinion,  it  seems  to  me  a  curious 
thing  that  we  shall  have  an  absolute  title 
registered  in  the  Land  Office  which  in 
point  of  fact  is  not  absolute  in  one  sense ; 
"beeause,  if  anybody  protested,  tbey 
would  have  a  remedy  against  somebody, 
and  that  would  be  a  very  strange  con- 
tradiction. I  do  not  see  how  it  is  to 
work. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  think 
n  great  deal  of  the  confusion  arises  from 
a  misapprehension  of  tha  circumstances 
under  which  both  clauses  were  originally 
introduced.  The  noble  Earl  knows  that 
this  was  not  part  of  the  original  Bill ;  it 
was  put  in  the  Bill  in  another  plnce  and 
accepted  hastily,  without  thinking  of  the 
rest  of  the  framework  of  the  Bill.  I 
think  the  difficulty  arises  from  the  use 
.  of  the  word  "  shall."  If  mynohle  tViend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  is  right 
in  his  construction,  what  he  mwns  is 
that,'  although  the  Land  Office  might 
make  inquiry,  it  would  be  a  very  otiose 
proceeding,  because  they  must  register 
notwithstanding.    I  do  not  so  under- 


stand the  draftsman.  What  is  meant  is 
that,  if  there  is  a  good  title,  they  should 
register  it,  and,  if  there  is  not  a  good 
title,  they  should  not  register  it.  I  agree 
that  it  ought  to  be  made  much  plainer 
than  it  at  present  is. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY:  Does  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  propose  to  add 
the  words  in  the  noble  Lord's  Amend- 
ment ? 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR-:  No; 
leave  them  as  they  are. 

The  Earl  op  MORLEY :  I  under- 
stand tlie  Lord  Privy  Seal  withdraws  his 
last  Amendment. 

Eael  CA-DOGAN  :  Yes. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

*'LoRD  THRING :  My  Lords,  the  ob- 
ject of  my  Amendment  is  of  a  different 
character,  although  it  is  connected  with 
the  registration  law ;  and  I  have  very  little 
doubt  the  Lord  Frivy  Seal  will  assent  to  it. 
My  objection  to  the  clause  is  that  it 
throws  upon  the  County  Councils  the 
obligation  to  appoint  local  agents  for 
'the  purpose  of  r^^istitttion,  and  also  to 
pay  the  expense  of  such  agents.  I 
think,  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)   said,   it  arises 
from  a  misapprehension  altogether  of  the 
working  of  the  Registration  Act.  -  At 
the  present  moment  there  is  an  office  in 
l(Ondon,  which  is  very  little  known,  for 
the  registration   of  title,    called  the 
Registration  Office ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
that  office  to  register  estates  all  over  the 
country  on  application,  and  to  employ 
the   necessary   local  agents    for  the 
purpose.   There  is,  therefore,  not  the 
slightest  necessity,  or  reason,  why  the 
County  Council  should  either  appoint 
local  agents  or  pay  them.  Supposing 
the  County  Council  of  Surrey  appoint  a 
local  agent  at  Chertsey,  that  man  is,  in 
fact,  not  the  local  agent  of  the  County 
Coimcil — he  is  practically  the  local  agent 
of  the  office  in  London.     Again,  why 
should  they  pay  the  expenses  ?  The 
expenses  of  the  registration  are  supposed 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  agency,  and  the 
costs  of  that  registration  are  paid  at  the 
head  office  in  London.     The  effect, 
therefore,  of  this  dause  will  be  to  make 
the  Oounty  Council  pay  part  of  the 
expenses  of  the  head  office  in  London.  I 
have  very  little  doubt  that  this  has  been 
introduced  under  a  misapprehension, 
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and  that  the  Lord  Frivy  Seal  will  be  good 
enough  to  see  that  it  is  corrected. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  6,  line  13, 
to  leave  out  ("  on  the  application  and  at 
the  expense  of  a  CountyCoundl "). — (The 
Lord  Thring.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  I 
think  my  uoble  Friend  does  not  quite 
understand  the  object  of  the  clause. 
Originally  the  proposition  was  that  there 
shottld  be  a  land  registry  in  every  county. 
That  would  have  involved  one  of  two 
things :  either  a  complete  staff,  such  as 
there  is  in  the  Land  Registry  Office  in 
London,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
title,  and  establishing  an  eAtremely  ex- 
pensive machinery  which  might  have 
been  unnecessary  ;  or  the  chief  officer  of 
the  Land  Registry  going  down  from  time 
to  time  to  places  where  these  different 
small  holdings  were  purchased.  That 
was  thought  to  be  inoonvenient,  and  it 
wafl  suggested  that,  instead  of  doing  that, 
if  there  was  a  mere  agency  in  the  cotinty, 
for  the  purpose,  practically,  of  transmit- 
ting the  applications  to  London  to  be 
dealt  with  there,  that  might 'properly  be. 
done ;  and  that  it  was  part  of  the  natural 
work  of  the  County  Council  to  do  that.  I 
myself  thought  it  was  avery  undesirable 
thingto  establish,  unnecessarily,  different 
little  registries  all  over  the  country,  and 
I  ^ink  the  uoble  Earl,  who  served  with 
me  on  that  Land  Transfer  Committee, 
would  concur  that  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
neoessaxy  and  im{voper  expense. 

The  EablufKIMBERLEY:  Hear, 
heart 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  But,  the 
agency  then  being  established,  the  ques- 
tion was,  who  was  to  pay  for  it  ? 
As  to  that  I  think  a  constitutional  ques- 
tion arises.  If  it  is  not  to  be  paid  for 
under  the  circumstances  suggested  by 
the  clause  as  it  stands,  it  strikes  me  that 
this  House  may  have  a  difficulty  in  main- 
taining that  they  have  a  right  to  impose 
a  tax  on  anybody  else. 

*LoRD  THRING:  UnlesB  you  can 
bring  it  home  to  the  working  man  that 
be  can  buy  land  here  or  there  the  Bill 
nill  be  no  use.  I  have  learned  from 
various  Committees  upon  which  I  have 
eat,  relating  to  the  habits  of  the  working 
classes,  that  it  is  idle  to  offer  them  any 
benefit  unless  you  go  to  them  and  tell 
them  of  it.  I  believe  that  the  institu- 
tdon  of  local  agenciea  and  centreH  for  sale 


is  essential  to  the  Bill ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  with  great  deference  to  the- 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  it  would  be 
unfair  to  throw  that  burden  on  the 
Coimty  Council,  or  to  throw  upon  thraa 
the  responsibility;  because  the  local 
agents,  when  they  are  «ppCHnted^ 
in  fact,  bring  grist  to  the  mill  in 
London.  The  Land  Ofllce  is  paid 
out  of  the  costs  it  chaises  upon  the 
estate.  The  local  agent  cannot  act  aa 
agent  for  the  County  Council ;  he  must 
act  practically  as  agent  for  the  chief 
office  ;  otherwise  business  cannot  be  con- 
ducted. All  I  ask  is  that  the  expenses^ 
of  this  agency  should  be  allowed  to  go  on 
as  they  would  without  this  clause  at  all. 
If  this  clause  is  not  inserted,  the  chief 
office  in  London  will  have  ample  power 
to  employ  local  agents,  and  I  think 
wouM  be  able  to  give  them  instnicti(ms 
to  tell  people  in  tbeir  neighbourhood 
what  lands  are  on  sale. 

The  E&bl  of  KIMBERLEY:  I  may- 
misunderstand  my  noble  Friend  behind 
me,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  he 
has  not  quite  apprehended   what  the 
object  of  the  clause  is.    It  is  not  by  way 
of  giving   information,    or  diffusing- 
amongst  the  labouring  classes  the  know- 
ledge what  lands  are  for  sale ;   it  is  a. 
portion  of  the  system  of  registration. 
The  County  Council  is  the  purchaser,  and 
it  was  thought  that  the  operation  of  re- 
gistering these  purchases  might  be  facili* 
tated  by  the  appointment  oi  these  local 
agents.    I  agree  with  the  noble  and 
Iramed  Lord  opposite  tiiat  it  would  have- 
been  better  to  ^ve  left  it  to  the  Regis- 
tration Office  to  deal  with  it,  and  I  have 
some  doubt  whether  these  local  agen^ 
would  be  of  great  avail ;  but,  if  thi» 
Amendment  might  endanger  the  frame- 
work of  the  legislation,  I  cannot  think 
there  is  sufficient  importance  in  it  for 
us  to  pursue  the  matter. 

Lord  THRING :  It  is  useless  for  me,, 
of  course,  to  insist  against  the  opinion 
expressed  on  both  sides  of  the  House,, 
but  I  belwve  the  Amendment  ooold  not 
possibly  endanger  the  Bill,  as  itpn^iosea 
no  new  tax  whatever. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Ctnn- 
mittee)  withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  11. 

"■LoBD  STANLEY  or  ALDERLBY : 
My  Lords,  thia  clause  begins  with  an  ■ 


Itord  Thring 


DigitizeO  by 


1425       Small  Agricultural       {17  June,  1892}  Holdings  Bill.  1426 


amUguity  for  which  the  Government 
draftsman  ia  not  responsible ;  and,  if  Her 
Majesty's  GktTemment  were  to  accept 
my  Amendment,  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  it;  but,  as  the  clause 
now  reads, .  all  freeholds  in  the 
country  under  fifty  acres  would  be 
changed  in  their  tenure,  because  the 
words  restricting  it  to  holdings  under 
this  Act  which  I  imagine  the  Government 
intended  to  put  in  are  left  out.  The 
noble  Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill 
quoted  from  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Small  Holdings,  to  the 
effect  that  the  creation  of  small  holdings 
is  of  national  importance ;  and  the  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
Haid  much  the  same  thing — although  he 
said  that  be  feared  that  political  economy 
might  be  against  them.  There  are  some 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  small  freeholds 
which  the  Government  could  not  obviate ; 
but  there  are  others  which  are  artificial, 
and  could  be  removed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. No  doubt  what  has  led  to  the 
diminution  of  small  freeholds  has  been 
the  concurrent  increase  of  rates  and 
taxes  along  with  the  diminished  value 
of  agricultural  produce.  Some  of  your 
Lordships  may  have  read  an  able  article 
in  Blackwood  of  April  last  on  the  history 
of  small  holdings,  which  shows  that, 
so  far  from  this  complaint  being  new, 
the  small  holdings  began  to  decrease 
in  number  from  the  time  of  the  Civil  Wars 
in  the  fifteenth  lientury ;  and  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  Acts  were 
passed  to  keep  up  the  small  farms  ;  and 
other  Acts  have  been  passed  successively 
until  1750,  when,  owing  to  the  agricul- 
tural depression  caused  chiefly  by  bad 
seasons,  the  same  complaints  began  to  be 
made  of  migration.  My  lUirds,  not  only 
in  England  hare  complaints  been  made 
of  rural  migraticm,  but  Yirgil  and 
Horace  are  full  of  complaints,  and  of 
requests  to  the  people  to  remain  in  the 
oountry.  The  low  price  of  com,  caused 
by  importation  from  Egypt  and  Libya, 
affected  the  Latian  labourer  as  the  low 
prices  now  affect  the  wheat  lands  of 
Great  Britain.  I  must  take  exception  to 
the  assertion  made  by  my  noble  Friend 
behind  me  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley^  in 
reference  to  this  Bill  that  France  is  a 
Protectionist  country.  Although  France 
levies  a  duty  of  eight  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  a  quarter  on  imported  wheat,  this 
does  not  raise  the  price  of  bread,  nor 

VOL.  V.        [fOUBTH  BBBtBS.] 


does  it  keep  out  American  com.  About 
three  years  ago  there  was  great  excite- 
ment at  Rennes  because  tbe  French 
Government  had  bought  American  wheat 
instead  of  the  wheat  of  the  district  for 
their  military  stores,  and  the  people  of 
Rennes  offered  to  sell  their  wheat  at  the 
same  price  as  the  Grovemment  would 
have  to  give  for  tbe  American  wheat. 
My  Lords,  the  Amendment  that  I  have 
moved  has  for  its  object  the  liberating 
of  small  holdings  from  paying  Succession 
Duty,  and  that  increases  the  expense  of 
every  transfer,  since  inquiry  has 
to  be  made  whether  Suecession  Duty 
has  been  paid.  IS  the  Government  are 
sincerely  anxious  to  increase  small 
holdings  in  number  and  to  perpetuato 
them,  why  do  they  not  reduce  the  stamps 
upon  the  transfer  of  portions  of  land 
under  fifty  acres,  which  stamps  now 
amount  to  half  the  cost  of  the  con- 
veyance ?  I  move  the  Amendment  that 
stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  6,  line  20, 
to  leave  out  {"  or  exempt  it  from  succes- 
sion duty.")  —  {The   Lord   Stattley  of 
AlderUy.) 

Earl  GADOGAN  :  I  am  sorry  I  can- 
not agree  to  the  noble  Lord's  Amend- 
ment, though  it  undoubtedly  would  have 
the  effect  <A  making  small  holdings  ex- 
ceedingly popular,  befcause  it  would 
exempt  them  from  all  Death  Duties 
whatever.  But  I  think  it  right  in 
saying  this  to  say,  further,  that  this  is 
not  a  matter  with  which  this  House  is 
empowered  to  deal. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON:  My  Lords,  I  have  very  few 
words  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  this 
clause,  which  I  shall  ask  your  Lordships 
to  omit  from  the  Bill.  I  see  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  a  small  holding  which 
makes  it  different  from  other  land  in 
the  country,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  that  a  fifty  acre  small  holding 
should  be  taken  off  part  of  a  farm  and 
should  rank  as  personal  property,  while 
tbe  land  over  tha  hedge  ranks  as  real 
property.  It  seems  to  me  also  that, 
supposing  the  land  was  re-sold  to  -  the 
original  owner,  tbe  fifty  acres  re-sold  to 
him   would   have    become  personal 
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property,  and  it  would  be  mixed  up — 
part  of  the  property  would  be  personalty 
and  part  would  be  reaJty.  That,  I 
confess,  to  my  mind  would  be  a  verj' 
inconvenient  arrangement.  And,  if 
this  Bill  is  to  have  a  large 
effect,  as  the  promoters  hope 
it  will  —  and  I  am  sure  I 
hope  it  will  myself — there  will  be  a 
very  large  portion  of  land  throughout 
the  country,  part  of  which  will  be  per- 
sonalty and  part  of  which  will  be  realty 
— a  state  of  things  which,  I  think, 
everyone  must  admit  would  be  most  in- 
convenient. I  will  take  the  case  of  a 
small  holding — and  I  fancy  that  those 
who  propose  this  measure  ai-e  against 
the  sub-division  of  land — I  will  take  the 
case  of  thirty  acres,  the  owner  of  which 
dies  intestate,  and  leaves  a  widow  and 
four  children.  By  this  clause  the  widow 
would  take  ten  acres  and  each  of  the  four 
children  would  take  five  acres.  That 
seems  to  me  a  state  of  things  which  is 
most  tmdesirable.  For  these  reasons  I 
ask  your  Lordships  to  omit  the  clause 
from  the  Bill. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  Clause 
11. — {The  DyJce  of  itichnumd  and  Gor- 
don.) 

The  LORB  CHANCELLOR:  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  framer  of 
this  particular  clause  had  not  in  his  mind 
an  Act  passed  in  1890.  The  object  of 
the  clause  is  to  make  the  piece  of  land 
divisible  according  to  the  Statute  of  Dis- 
tributions, and  to  make  it  personalty 
subject  to  that  Statute.  I  think  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  opposite  intro- 
t reduced  a  Bill  in  1890 — which  is  now 
indeed  an  Act — by  which,  if  an  intestate 
estate  does  not  exceed  £500  in  value, 
whether  it  consists  of  money  or  land,  the 
widow  takes  the  whole.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  person  who  drew  this  clause  had 
that  in  his  mind.  According  to  the 
ordinary  principles  of  law,  wherever  this 
clause  applied  the  Intestate  Estates  Bill 
would  be  pro  tanto  repealed.  I  do  not 
think  that  could  have  been  intended. 
And  certainly  the  operation  of  it  upon 
fmall  holdings  would  be  very  consider- 
able indeed.  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  the  provisions  with  regard  to  the 
law  of  inheritance  and  Irad  transfer, 
which  I  introduced  into  this  House,  in* 
dicate  that  I  am  not  averse  to  devolution 
of  property  according  to  the  Statute  of 

The  Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon 


Distributions ;  but,  to  introduce  it  in 
this  way  partially  and  as  applicable  only 
to  particular  pieces  of  land,  seemit  to  me 
an  extremely  undesirable  thing.  It  is 
absolutely  essential,  I  think,  that  the 
laud  should  be  soM,  and,  if 'sold,  I  do  not 
see  how  the  small  agricultural  holding 
is  to  be  maintained. 

The  Mahquess  of  HUNTLY  :  I 
understand  that  the  Act  to  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  refers  does  not 
apply  to  Scotland,  whereas  this  Bill 
refers  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
•LoED  STANLEY  of  ALDBKLBY: 
A  paper  has  been  circulated  to  your 
Lordships  by  a  Mr.  Henry  Cust,  in  which 
there  is  a  heartrending  description  of  a 
widow  being  deprived  of  all  her  property 
and  becoming  penniless,  in  consequence 
of  her  husband  having  died  intestate,  and 
the  land  passing  to  a  nephew  ;  but  the 
person  who  drew  up  the  paper  appears 
to  be  quite  unconscious  of  an  Act  that 
was  passed  the  year  before  last  by  Iiord 
Bramwell,  which  gives  to  the  widow  of 
every  person  who  dies  intestate,  without 
issue,  at  least  £500  from  whatever  pro- 
perty he  may  leave. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  I  have  not  in 
my  mind  the  esBxt  provisions  of  the  Act 
to  which  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
refers  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  pro- 
vides only  for  the  widow ;  but  supposing 
there  was  no  widow  left,  then  of  course 
the  heir-at-law  would  take  all. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  Cer- 
tainly. 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  However  that 
may  be,  my  Lords,  certainly  it  is  in  the 
case  of  small  properties  that  the  change- 
in  the  law  which  many  have  advocated 
seems  to  be  desirable,  because  very  great 
hardship  arises  when  a  person  has  in- 
vested all  his  savings  in  the  purchase  of 
a  small  piece  of  land,  and  at  his  death 
the  whole  of  the  land  goes  to  one  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  the  others  being  left 
absolutely  without  any  provision ;  and  it 
is  in  the  case  of  these  small  properties 
that  persons  generally  die  intestate. 
Iiarge  owners  of  property  generally  dis- 
pose of  their  property  by  will,  and  there- 
fore the  person  to  whom  it  goes  is  indif- 
ferent ;  but  I  had  occasion  to  observe, 
when  I  iras  a  Law  Officer,  that  in  cafie^ 
where  heirs  could  not  be  found  (and 
there  were  a  very  large  number  of 
such  cases — it  was  those  persons  who  had 
small  properties  who  appeared  to  die  in- 
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testate.  There  is,  therefore,  this  to  be 
said  in  the  case  of  Biich  a  provision  re 
Sating  to  small  holdings :  that  it  is  in  the 
case  of  small  holdings  that  the  present 
law  presses  most  hardly,  and  that  if  the 
system  is  unjust,  it  is'  in  the  case  of  small 
holdings  that  that  injustice  is  most  felt. 
That  seems  to  me  a  great  justification  for 
having  some  such  provision  as  this  in 
•the  BUI. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 1  ne^tived. 

Clause  12. 

Kakl  CADOOAN  :  I  have  merely-  a 
-verbal  Amendment  to  propose  to  this 
'Clause. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  6,  line 
■34,  to  leave  out  ("or  sell")~{The  Earl 
•Cadogan.) 

AmendinQTat  agreed  to. 

Viscount  GALWAY  :  There  is  one 
.slight  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your 
Lordships'  attention  in  Clause  12,  line 
30,  which  says  that  Sections  127  to  130 
of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act 
are  to  apply.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  clear  that  Section  130  is  induded,  and 
I.  su^^est  that  the  word  "inclusive" 
should  be  inserted  after  "130,"  because 
the  section  ib  a  special  one  which  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  an  arbi- 
trator to  determine  the  price,  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  noble  Eirl'ti  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
'Section  128  is  not  to  apply  when  such 
lajid  is  built  upon  or  used  for  building 
piu-poses.  I  imagine  that  there  may  be 
-some  buildings  upon  these  small  hold- 
ings, and  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
-would  rule  them  out  of.  that  section,  and 
i^  is  very  important  that  it  should  not 
•do  so. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  6,  line  30, 
^ter  ("thirty  "),  insert  ("  inclusive  ")  — 
— {The  ViaooutUGalmay.) 

Eabl  CADOGAK  :  There  can  be  uo 
objection  whatever  to  add  the  word  "in- 
■clusive."  It  is  a  question  whether  it  is 
necess.iiy,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
section,  which  applies  to  arbitration, 
is  in.-luded.  With  regard  to  the  other 
jwint,  I  will  look  at  it  before  the 
Beport. 

Amendment  agreed  t& 
Clause  12,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clauses  13,  14,  and  16  agreed  to. 
Clause  16. 

Lord  SALT0UI7 :  My  Lords,  I  wiU 
only  detain  you  a  few  minutes  in  moving 
the  Amendment  that  stands  in  my  name, 
but  I  confess  that  I  think  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant one.  As  the  clause  stands  at 
present,  the  Council,  having  obtained 
land,  may  exchange  it,  or  erect  build- 
ings on  it,  or  execute  any  works  to  enable 
them  to  sell  it  without  loss.  When  a 
small  holding  is  let  off  near  a  town,  in 
course  of  time  the  town  may  increase,  and 
the  small  holding  may  be  surrounded 
with  buildings;  or,  tiie  adjacent  land 
being  used  for  sanitary  or  other  purposes, 
the  holding  may  become  useless  as  an 
agricultural  holding.  The  County  Coun- 
cil then  have  the  power  to  sell,  and  by 
Sub-Clause  3  the  right  of  pi'e'emption 
comes  in,  and  they  have  to  offer  it  to  the 
original  proprietor  of  the  land  or  to  those 
who  have  lands  adjacent ;  but  I  think  it 
is  very  improbable  that  the  County 
Council,  having  acquired  land  at  a  fair 
agricultural  rent,  will  ever  offer  it  back 
to  the  original  landlord  at  the  same  sort 
of  rent ;  they  are  absolutely  certain  to  ask 
f<nr  the  value  of  it  as  building  land  or 
feuing  land.  I  really  think  this  is  a 
thing  which  ought  to  be  provided 
against,  and  that  is  the  object  of  my 
Amendment.  If  it  is  accepted,  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  making  landowners 
more  ready  to  give  facilities  to  the 
County  Council  for  obtaining  land 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act — that  is  to 
say,  land  near  a  town — whereas  if  the 
clause  stands  as  it  is,  it  will  be  a  great 
hindrance  in  the  way  of  giving  facilities 
for  establishing  small  proprietors  at  all. 
I  trust  the  Oovemmeut  will  see  their 
way  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
Amendment  moved, 

In  page  7,  lioo  11^  to  leave  out  Clause  16, 
and  insert  the  (oUowio^  clause  in  lieu  thsrcof : 
— *'  It  a  County  Council  are  of  opinion  that 
any  land  which  they  may  have  acquired  under 
this  Act  is  not  needed  for  small  agricultural 
holdings  they  may  sell  or  let  the  same,  but 
Ihey  eball  before  doing  ao  ofTer  the  holding  for 
sale,  first  to  the  person  or  persons  (if  any) 
then  entitled  to  the  lands  from  which  the 
holding  was  originally  severed,  and  then  to  the 
person  or  persons  whose  lauds  immediately 
adjoin  the  holding;  and  the.Connty  ConncU 
shall  not  sell  or  feu  for  building  purposes  land 
acquired  solely  for  small  agricultural  holdiDga 
under  this  Act"— (ZV^  Lord  Saltoun.) 

Earl  CABOGAN  :  My  Lords,  lam 
afraid  I  cannot  accept  the  alternative 
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clause  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord.  So 
far  as  I  understand  him,  his  object  is 
that  in  case  of  any  land  being,  in  the 
words  of  the  marginal  note,  *'  unsold, 
supo^uous  or  unsuitable  land,"  the 
County  Cotmdl  should  be  compelled  to 
sell  the  land  back,  rather  to  the  previous 
owner  or  to  anyone  else,  not  at  its  value 
at  the  time,  but  at  its  value  when 
acquired.  In  the  first  place,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  the  owner  from  whose 
land  the  small  holding  was  originally 
severed,  and,  failing  him,  to  the  owner 
of  the  adjoining  land,  is  given  by  the 
lAnds  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  which 
is  incorporated  in  the  section ;  and 
as  regards  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  noble 
Lord's  clause,  u  those  rights  of 
pre-emption  were  not  exercised  grave 
complaints  would  arise  if  the  County 
Council  were  debarred  from  realising  the 
full  value  of  their  land.  The  clause  as 
proposed  by  us  containf  provisions  as  to 
the  exchange  of  lands  and  the  erection  of 
dwellings  and  the  temporary  manage- 
ment of  the  holdings,  which  the  noble 
Lord's  clause  does  not  provide,  and  which 
are  essential  to  the  proper  carrying  out 
of  the  BUI.  The  clause  as  it  stands  also 
puts  in  the  forefront  the  obligation  to 
sell  or  let  as  small  holdings  any  land 
aoq^uired  under  the  Act.  All  these  pro 
visions  have  been  left  out  of  the  clause 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  thra«-- 
fore  I  am  afraid  the  Oovemment  cannot 
ac(»pt  the  clause  which  he  proposes  as  an 
alternative. 

Viscount  GALWAY  :  Bo  I  under- 
stand that  before  the  County  Council 
offer  back  the  land  to  the  original  owner 
they  may  erect  any  buildings  they  like 
mmn  it,  in  order  to  increase  its  value  ? 
lliat  I  tiiink  would  be  a  very  serious 
thing. 

Earl  CADOGAK  :  !Che  answer  to 
that  would  cover  a  great  many  objections 
of  a  similar  nature — namely,  that  as  the 

County  Council  are  responsible  to  the 
ratepayers,  they  are  not  likely  to  spend 
the  money  of  the  ratepayers  in  order  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  land.  It  is  quite 
true  that  under  the  clause  they  could  do 
80,  but  I  do  not  think  any  ease  has  been 
made  out  against  the  clause  on  that 
account. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  It 
may  not  be  poasible  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the    noble  Lord 

Earl  Cadogan 


opposite,  but  I  think  that  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  clause  is  a  matt«r  which 
does  deserve  the  consideration  of  the- 
House.  The  clause  as  it  stands  euable» 
the  County  Council  to  buy  land,  and  on 
their  finding  th^  the  land  is  not  suitable 
for  agricultural  holdings  then  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  County  Council 
from  putting  it  on  one  side,  and,  if  it  be 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town,  ulti- 
mately using  it  for  the  purposes  of  build- 
ing, just  as  any  private  owner  m^bt. 
I  apprehend  that  that  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  Bill,  which  is  to  provide  agricul- 
tural holdings,  not  to  enable  County 
Councils  to  purchase  properties  for 
purposes  which  might  be  termed  specu- 
lative. Althongh  the  Government  are 
not  willing  to  accept  the  Amendment,  I 
would  ask  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  wheUier 
he  would  not  on  their  part  introduce 
words  which  should  provide  that  if  th» 
County  Council  find  that  the  land  pur- 
chased is  not  suitable  for  agricultural 
holdings,  there  should  be  some  obligation 
upon  the  Council  to  re-sell  the  laud,  and 
that  it  should  be  re-sold  at  what  ita 
value  was  at  that  particular  time,  which 
probably  would  be  a  date  not  long  befcM« 
the  re-sale.  I  think  in  that  way  you 
might  meet  an  objection  whi(£  4in- 
doubtedly  does  exist  at  the  {aesent 
time. 

EablCADOGAK:  I  think  the  point 
IB  certainly  worthy  of  serious  considera- 
tion, and  I  will  consider  it  before  th» 
Report. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  The  Amendments 
I  have  to  propose  are  merely  verbal,  to- 
make  it  more  clear  that  different  Com- 
mittees may  be  appointed  for  diffisrent 

sales  of  holdings. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page-  7,  line  34, 
to  leave  out  {*'  the  ")  before  ("  holdings  ")■ 
in  each  place  where  it  occurs,  and  in- 
sert ("  any.")— (3%e  £arl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Thb  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
My  Xiords,  the  next  Amendment  stands 
in  my  name,  and  is  rather  an  important 
one.  I  would  like  to  call  your  Lordships* 
attention  to  the  oonstitution  of  tho 
Committee  undor  Clause  17,  which  is. 
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and  therefore  for  any  such  purposes  the 
Committee  is  to  be  the  Council.  The 
provision  of  the  clause  is  this :  that 
where  the  County  Council  provide  small 
luddings  they  may  delegate  the  powers 
with  regard  to  the  adi4)tation  of  the  land 
for  holdings  and  the  letting  and  manage- 
ment (rf  l£e  holdings,  witii  or  without 
lestiicdimB,  to  a  Committee,  cmudsting  of 
five  personBjWho  are  subsequently  named. 
My  first  objecticm  to  that  clause  is  that 
for  the  first  time,  so  far  as  I  know, 
Parliament  ties  the  hands  of  the  County 
Councils  with  regard  to  the  number  and 
composition  of  the  Committee  which  is 
to  represent  the  County  Council.  That, 
however,  my  Lords,  is  not  my  principal 
reason  for  objecting,  which  is  that  this 
Committee  is  to  be  limited  to  five.  It  is 
a  Gconmittee  "consisting  of" — whidi 
means  "shall  only  consist  of" — ^the 
County  Coundllor  who  re^esents  the 
electorsl  dmacm  in  which  the  holdings 
are  ntuate,  two  -othw  members  of  the 
CounoU,  and  two  of  the  allotment 
managers.  So  that  your  Lordships  will 
see  at  once  that  the  locality  in  which  the 
holdings  are  situate  has  the  majority 
upon  that  Committee.  But  that  is  not 
the  only  objection,  because  it  is  not  only 
probable,  but  it  is  eictremely  likely,  that 
there  will  be  small  holdii^  in  several 
different  parts  of  the  county,  and  there- 
fore this  Committee  will  vary  in 
diffo^nt  parts  of  the  county,  because 
the  three  members,  namely,  the  majority, 
would  be  different  in  different  parts  of 
the  county.  Then  it  may  be  said  that 
the  objections  I  have  raised  are  met  by 
the  words  "  with  or  without  restrictions." 
If  Ifthe  County  Council  delegates  its 
powers  to  the  Committee  without  any 
restriction,  the  Committee  is  omnipotent, 
and  is  for  that  purpose  the  Council ;  but 
if  the  County  Council  imposes  certain 
restrictions  upon  the  Committee,  it 
places  them  in  this  ungracious  position : 
that  when  any  finding,  which  is  the  find- 
ing of  the  Cfommittee  the  majority  of 
whidi  is  nominated  by  tiie  locality, 
comes  up  on  Report,  then  the  Council 
is  placed  in  the  invidious  position  of 


being  obliged  to  override  the  finding  of 
the  Committee.  The  proposal  that  I 
have  to  make  in  lieu  of  that  is  a  very 
simple  one.  I  do  not  propose  to  do  away 
with  the  representation  of  local  feeling  at 
all,  because  I  propose  to  leave  the  County 
Councillor  of  the  electoral  division,  and 
also  to  leave  the  two  allotment  managers 
as  proposed  in  the  Bill ;  I  merely  pro- 
pose to  change  the  words  "  consisting  uf  " 
into  "  which  shall  include,"  which  leaves 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
— being  instructed  by  Parliament  to 
appoint  those  three  men  representing 
Io«iJ  interests — to  appoint  additional 
members  of  the  committee  as  they 
choose,  and  does  not  restrict  them  as  the 
Bill  does  to  the  number  of  two.  That 
is  the  Amendment  which  I  shall  ask  your 
Lordships  to  accept. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  7,  line  35, 
to  leave  out  ("consisting  of")  and  insert 
("which shall  include");  leave  out  line 

38. — {The  Earl  of  Camperdown,) 

Eakl  CADOGAN:  My  Lords,  the 
objection  that  my  noble  Ftiend  takes  to 
the  effect  of  the  clause,  as  I  understand, 
is  that,  inaanuch  as  the  committee  ia  to 
oonsistof  two  Councillors, and  oneCounty 
Councillor  representing  the  locality  to 
which  the  matter  under  discussion 
specially  refers,  and  two  allotment 
managers,  therefore  there  will  be  on  that 
committee  always  a  majority  of  those 
possessing  local  knowledge.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  adhere  to  what  I  ventmwl 
to  say  on  the  Second  Keading.  I  think 
it  would  be  an  advantage  that  we  should 
encourage,  as  much  as  possible,  local 
knowledge  and  influence  in  the  raovision 
of  these  small  holdings,  and  I  myself 
should  bjB  sorry  to  see  any  Amendment 
carried  which  would  minimise  that  local 
influence  on  these  committees  to  which 
the  County  Council  is  to  delegate  its 
powers.  I  may  point  out,  moreover,  to 
my  noble  Friend  that  the  appointment  of 
these  committees  is  entirely  optional,  and 
to  that  extent  he  has  not  perhaps 
considered  the  power  that  the  County 
Council  has  of  protecting  itself.  If  the 
County  Council  has  reason  to  think  that 
these  local  members  would  use  their 
influence  in  a  manner  which  would  be 
objectionable,  it  is  always  in  its  discretitm 
not  to  delegate  its  powers,  and  not  to 
appoint  a  committee  at  a31.  I  think  the 
County  Councils,  therefore,  are  in  a  posi- 
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tion  to  protect  themselves,  and  in  these 
days  when  we  hear  so  much  of  the  de- 
sirability of  establishing  Parish  Councils, 
and  of  the  strong  desire  that  there 
appears  to  be  to  decentralise  as  mnch  as 
possible  the  operation  of  bodies  connected 
with  Local  Qoremment,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  clause  should  be  allowed  to  remain  as 
it  is.  I  trust  thwefore  for  these  reasons 
my  noble  Friend  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  press  his  Amendment.  I  think 
he  will  see  that,  with  the  special  powers 
which  are  entrusted  to  the  County 
Council,  the  serious  results  that  he  ap- 
prehends will  not  arise. 

LoBD  BELPEB :  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will  give  way  to  some  extent  on 
this  clause.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
principle  of  the  clause  is  totally  diSereut 
from  the  prindple  that  is  adopted  in  all 
other  County  Council  committees,  as  to 
which  the  County  Council  have  a  dis 
cretiouary  power,  according  to  the  sub- 
ject with  which  they  have  to  deal,  of 
appointing  the  number  of  members  they 
may  think  desirable.  The  point  of 
getting  local  knowledge  is  of  course  an 
extremely  important  one,  but  that  is  a 
practice  which  is  largely  adopted  in  the 
case  of  County  Council  committees. 
With  respect  to  the  Technical  Education 
Committee,  where  local  or  speciid  know- 
ledge is  required,  they  appoint  sub-com- 
mittees— at  least  we  do — with  gentle- 
men outside  the  Council  to  assist  them 
onthose  special  subjects.  It  is  said  also 
that  this  power  is  optional;  but  if  the 
Council  are  to  do  the  work  properly  they 
must  appoint  a  committee.  Dealing 
with  land  and  selling  land  cannot 
be  done  by  the  Council  as  a 
whole.  By  this  clause  you  say 
that  the  committee  is  to  be  limited 
to  five  members,  and  under  all 
circumstances  there  is  to  be  one 
County  Councillor  for  the  division  and 
two  members  with  local  knowledge  out- 
side. I  must  say  that  I  think  more 
htitude  should  be  given  to  the  County 
Councils  to  appoint  the  number  they 
require,  and  if  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Lord  below  me  is  accepted,  then 
they  would  still  obtain  the  local  know- 
ledge that  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  at 
the  same  time  you  would  give  the 
County  Council  that  discretion  which  in 
the  case  of  all  other  committees  they 
hlready  have.    I  think  the  clause  as  it 

Earl  Cadogan 


stands  would  lead  to  great  hardship  and 

inconvenience. 

*Eabl  STANHOPE:  There  is  great 
force  in  my  noble  Friend's  objection  to- 
the  composition  of  this  committee^ 
but  I  think  the  opposition  to  this  clause 
would  be  remov^  if  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  would  allow  the  addition  of  one' 
very  small  word — namely,  in  line  35^ 
to  say  that  the  letting  and  seUing  and 
value  of  holdings  shall  be  delegated  to 
a  sub-committee.  Then  a  sub-com- 
mittee would  not  have  unrestricted 
power  to  sell  or  manage  holdings  with- 
out reference  to  the  authority  of  the 
Council ;  and  inasmuch  as  there  is  a 
great  preponderance  of  local  members  for- 
the  districts  where  the  small  holdings 
are  to  be  provided  by  the  Bill,  it  would 
be  fair  and  right  that  there  should  be  a 
sub-committee,  and  not  merely  a  s^urate 
committee  to  manage  these  holdings. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY:  I  hope' 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal  will  maintain  the- 
clause  ;  I  think  the  reasons  he  gave  for 
it  are  very  conclusive.  Noble  Lords 
will  observe  that  it  ia  not  compulsory  on 
the  County  Council.  Certainly  they 
will  have  to  appoint  some  committee  to- 
do  the  business  under  the  Act,  but  they 
can  only  delegate  their  powers,  which  is 
a  totally  different  thing,  if  they  appoint 
the  committee  under  this  clause.  They 
can  appoint  a  committee  which  can  do 
a  variety  of  acts  to  be  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  the  County  Council,  but  this 
clause  goes  I  think  rightly  further,  and 
says  they  may  delegate  all  their  powers, 
so  that  the  committee  may  be  able  to 
act  without  any  reference  to  the  County 
Council;  then,  having  done  that,  no 
doubt  this  committee  would  be  able  to 
do  whatever  they  thought  right.  But  I 
apprehend  that  the  County  Council 
would  not  delegate  their  powers  unles» 
they  had  satined  themselves  that  it 
was  a  right  and  proper  thing  to  do» 
I  do  not  see,  therefore,  any  danger  in 
the  clause,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
found  exceedingly  expedient  that  the 
County  Council  should  by  the  Bill  be 
instructed,  whenever  they  find  that 
there  are  local  committees  in  which 
they  have  confidence,  to  appoint  them  ; 
and,  if  those  local  committees  are  to  be 
efficient  under  the  Bill,  they  must  be- 
composed  essentially  of  local  men ;  and,  if 
the  local  men  are  to  be  swamped  by 
members  of  the  County  Coundl  from 
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other  parts  of  the  county,  I  am  certain 
that  this  clause  will  not  work. 

The  Dukb  of  KICHMOND  and 
GORDON :  I  am  entir^y  in  fiaTour  of 
what  has  been  said  by  the  noble  Earl 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  I  trust  the 
GoTemment  will  maintain  the  clause.  I 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  in- 
oonvenience  of  having  a  committee 
which  will  have  to  report  to  the  County 
Council ;  it  might  take  some  considerable 
time  before  conclusions  could  be  arrived 
at,  and  I  see  no  possible  harm  in  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  in  the  manner  proposed 
to  be  done  by  the  Bill. 

Thb  Eabl  of  FEYERSHAU :  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  Duke 
altogether.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  delegate  to  any  committee 
such  large  powers  with  regard  to  the 
transfer  of  land  and  so  forth  as  this 
clause  proposes  to  do.  What  would  be 
the  result  ?  Perhaps  some  enthusiastic 
members  of  the  Council  would  be 
appointed  on  tho  committee  with  more 
zeal  than  discretion,  and  the  chances  are 
that  they  might  exercise  their  powers  in 
an  objectionable  manner.  I  think  the 
County  Cotmcil  should  have  complete 
control  over  the  action  of  their  com- 
mittee, and  it  itt  a  bad  principle  to  allow 
any  committee  to  act  independently  of 
the  County  Council. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  I  do 
not  know  if  I  rightly  understand  my 
noble  Friend,  but  1  think  lie  did  not 
understand  the  precise  issue  that  we  are 
discussing.  The  question  I  understand 
is  howis  this  committee  to  be  constituted, 
— not  whether  there  shall  be  a  power  of 
delegation  or  not.  As  to  the  question 
how  this  committee  is  to  be  constituted, 
I  have  gi'eat  sympathy  with  my  noble 
Friend  in  desiring  to  avoid  the  pre- 
dominant influence  of  these  theoretical 
persons  ;  but  it  is  predsely  because  there 
may  be  two  or  three  of  those  persons  who 
may  put  themselves  upon  this  committee, 
and  carry  everything  in  their  own  way, 
that  I  should  like  to  be  consigned  to  the 
far  better  informed,  and  I  hope  tenderer 
mercies  of  the  local  people,  who,  at  all 
events,  would  havetheadvantageofallthe 
knowledge  that  their  acquaintance  with 
the  locality  would  furnish.  If  you  allow 
the  committee  of  the  County  Council 
to  swamp  the  local  people,  then  you 
may  be  daHvered  into  the  hands  of  the 


very  theoretical  people  that  you  are 

afraid  of. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  : 
After  what  has  been  said  I  will  not  divide 
the  Committee  ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  what  this  clause  does  is  to  say  for 
the  first  time,  if  the  Council  appoints  a 
committee  at  all,  it  must  necessarily 
appoint  a  committee  with  only  a  certain 
number  of  the  Council  on  it.  I  have 
never  known  any  such  proposal  in  any 
Local  Government  Act ;  but,  after  this 
expression  of  opinion,  I  shall  not  divide 
the  Committee. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  18  and  19  agreed  to. 
Clause  20. 

Lord  BASING :  This  clause  cobtains 
the  borrowing  powers  of  the  Bill,  and  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  second  line  of 
the  clause  imports  into  it  the  provision 
of  the  Local  Government  Acts  and  other 
Acts  which  would  require  the  consent  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  before  any 
money  could  be  borrowed  under  this  Act ; 
which  means  that  after  the  County 
Council,  to  whom  these  large  powers 
are  entrusted,  has  appointed  a  com- 
mittee and  decided  that  the  Act  shall 
come  into  operation,  and  that  the 
Petition  shall  proceed,  and  have  gone 
on  to  n^ptiate  with  the  landowner  for 
the  purchase  of  his  property,  they  are  to 
be  pulled  up  and  the  whole  proceedings 
are  to  be  consequently  delayed,  and  po:  - 
sibly  set  at  naught,  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  acting  through  Inspectors" 
who  ai-e  very  few,  and  whose  authority  in 
matters  of  this  kind  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  that  of  the  County  Council  to  whom 
these  powers  are  entrusted.  And,  my 
Lords,  there  is  a  security  beyond  that  of 
the  Government  Department — namely, 
the  security  that  the  money  is  to  be 
borrowed  from  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commiasionera  at  a  low  rate  of  interest 
to  be  secured  in  a  manner  satis&ctoryto 
them.  I  am  a  member  of  the  FuUic 
Works  Loan  Commission,  and,  though  I 
do  not  very  frequently  attend,  I  know 
eQough  of  the  Commission  to  know  that 
they  take  care  that  money  is  advanced 
on  proper  security.  Again,  the  Bill  it-self 
makes  careful  provision  that  the  money 
borrowed  by  the  ooanty  shall  not  exceed 
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a  cefrtain  amount.  Is  it  wise  in 
this  Bill,  BO  secured  in  its  operation, 
by  entrusting  to  the  County  Ck>uncil  the 
policy  of  proceeding  with  it,  to  hang  up 
the  decisions  at  whidi  they  may  have 
arrived,  and  even  the  n^fot^aons  which 
they  may  have  entered  upon,  until  an 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  gone  down,  we  do  not  know 
after  what  delay,  to  examine  into  the 
situation  and  to  say  whether  the  Council 
may  be  permitted  to  borrow  money  or 
not  ?  It  seems  rather  \  serious  drawback 
to  the  action  of  the  Bill  and  a  reflection 
upon  the  policy  which  puts  into  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council  a  very  new 
and  important  power,  if,  after  all,  they 
are  to  be  hampered  in  canying  it  into 
execution.  I  hope  before  the  Beport 
Ftage  some  attention  may  be  given  to  this, 
and  that,  if  possible,  more  diront  oommnni- 
catioD  between  the  Coonty  Conndl  and 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners 
uwy  be  arrived  at. 

EaelCADOGAN:  I  have  every  faith 
in  the  discretion  with  which  the  County 
Council  will  exercise  their  powers.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think,  if  the  noble  Lord 
will  consider  it,  he  will  see  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  check  upon 
their  borrowing  powers  should  be 
enacted,  as  in  this  clause.  No  doubt  it 
>voald  to  some  extent  delay  the  opera- 
tions of  (he  County  Council.  As  my 
noble  Friend  has  said,  there  would,  I 
imagine,  be  a  certain  number  of  pre- 
liminary steps  to  be  taken  before  the 
authority  of  the  Local  Government  Body 
Avas  sought ;  but,  as  the  section  is  drawn, 
the  intention  is  that  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  County  Councils  to  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  sanction  before 
they  can  obtain  any  loan  which  they  may 
require.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
these  loans  may  and  will  constitute  debts 
which  will  have  to  be  paid,  or  the  interest 
on  which  will  have  to  be  paid,  by  pos- 
terity, and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  public 
office  like  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  see  that  some  limit  is  put  to  these 
debts  beingcreated,  which  ourdescendants 
will  have  to  pay  for  without  having  any 
control  over  their  being  incurred. 

Clause  20  agreed  to. 

Clause  21. 

Earl  OADOGAK  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
to  move  an  Amendment,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  make  it  clear  that  the  expres- 

Lord  Baaing 


sion  "  county  elector  "  as  used  in  Clause  5 
includes  a  burgess  of  any  borough 
whether  a  county  borough  or  not. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  10,  lines  8 
and  9,  to  leave  out  ("  and  the  expression 
'  county  elector '  shall  mean  bui^ess ") ; 
after  line  8  insert  as  a  new  paragraph  : 
("The  expression  'county  elector 'shall 
include  burgess.") — {The  Earl  CeuHogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  21,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  22. 

*LoBD  WATSON :  Following  the  lines 
of  Amendments  just  made,  I  have  to 
move  that  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  should  be  made  upon  Clause  22. 

Amendment  moved, in  pagel0,line30, 
after  ("  Scotland  "),  insert  ("in  lieu  of  sub- 
sections four  and  five  of  section  six  of  (his 

Act.")— Lord  JVaUon.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

*LoRD  WATSON:  I  move  to  leave  out, 
in  line  33,  "an  annual  feadaty  or  ground 
annual,"  and  insert  "a  perpetual  rent 
charge  which  shall  be  a  real  bnrdoi 
affecting  the  holding."  I  may  explain 
my  reason  for  proposing  the  Amend- 
ment. By  constituting  the  charge  a  feu 
duty  or  ground  annual  you  place  the 
CountyCouncil  inthe  position  of  superiors 
having  a  feudal  estate  which  will  en- 
dure as  long  as  the  feu  duty  is  pay- 
able, and  when  it  ceases  to  be  payable 
thei-e  will  remain  what  is  called  a  mid 
superiority  for  the  extinguishment  of 
which  no  provision  has  been  made.  In- 
stead of  that  I  propose  to  sbike  ou( 
those  words  and  to  make  the  CoontyConn- 
cil  mere  encumbrancers,  which  brines 
the  clause  into  harmony  with  the  Engliui 
clauses  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  moved. 

In  line  33,  to  leave  out  ("  an  annual  feu 
duty  or  ground  annual ")  aad  insert  ("  a  per- 
petual rent  charge  which  sbaU  be  a  real 
burden  affecting  uie  holding.") — (The  Lord 

Watson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

*LoRD  WATSON :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
move  the  other  Amendments  Uiat  stand 
in  my  name. 

Amendments  moved. 

Id  Hoe  38,  leave  out  ("  feu  duty  or  ground 
annual "}  and  inaert  ("  rentcharge  ") ;  and  in 
lines  40  and  41  leave  ont  ("feu  duty  or 
ground  annual "}  and  insert  ("  rentcharge,")— 
(The  Lord  Wataon.) 
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*LoaD  WATSON :  My  Lords,  I  have 
:a  further  Amendment  to  move  which 
is  not  on  the    Paper,  in    order  to 
bring  the  clause  into  conformity  with 
-Clause  6  as  it  has  now  been  altered  in 
Committee.    I  move  in  the  first  line  on 
.{nge  11  after  "and"  to  insert  "shsll 
•«iwer,".and  in  the  same  line  after  the 
word  "  instalments  "  to  insert  "  or  prin- 
•cipal " ;  in  line  4  delete  the  word  "  and  " 
land  insert     or  shall,"  and  in  the  same 
line  to  delete  the  words  "  shall  be  re- 
payable "  and  insert  "  be  repaid." 

Amendments  moved, 

In  page  11,  line  1,  after  ("  and ")  insert 
<"8baU  either"),  and  after  ('MastalmeDts  ") 
tiaBerti  ("  or  principal ") ;  line  4,  delete 
<"and  ")  and  insert  in  lieu  ("or  shall  ")  ;  and 
delete  <"  shall  be  reparable ")  and  insert  in 
ilieu  ("  be  repaid.")— Lord  Watton.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause  23,  as  amended,  passed. 
Claose  24. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
'GORDON :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think 
Z  need  trouble  your  Lordships  with  any 
Temarks  on  this  Amendment,  because 
the  same  remarks  that  I  nmde  upon 
Clause  11  would  apply  to  this  dimse. 
'This  clause  is,  in  point  of  fact,  trans- 
lating into  the  Scotch  language  what 
is  English  in  Clause  11.  I  shaU,  there- 
tfore,  ask  your  Lordships  to  omit  Clause 
24  of  the  BilL 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
Clause  24.— (Z%3  Du&e  o/Jiichmond  and 
^rordon.) 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  asking 
i;he  Lord  Privy  Seal  exactly  how  we 
«ba3id  with  regard  to  Clause  11,  which 
has  been  struck  out,  and  this  Clause 
24,  which  is  to  the  same  effect.  On 
A  fomer  night  I  tmderstood  the 
noble  Earl  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment thought  Clause  11,  as  it  stood,  was 
■defective,  that  it  would  require  amend- 
ment, but  that  they  were  of  opinion  that 
with  reference  to  the  Privileges  of  the 
'House  it  wotdd  not  be  possible  to  amend 
the  clause  here,  and  that  the  only  course 
-that  could  be  taken  was  to  throw  out  the 
clause,  in  which  case  possibly  the  other 
House  might  send  up  an  amended  clause. 
That  being  the  case,  and  it  being  quite 
obvious  to  us  on  Uus  side  of  the  House 
itfaat  the  clause  was  extremely  defective, 


we  could  not  support  the  clause  as  it 
stood;  but  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
whether  I  am  right  in  supposing  that 
the  Government  contemplate  bringing 
back  the  clause  to  this  House,  if  the 
other  House  agree  to  such  a  course,  in 
any  other  form  ?  Otherwise  I  think  we 
should  be  disposed  to  submit  an  amended 
clause  on  Report,  in  order  to  get  ihe 
opinion  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Earl  CAD0GA2T:  The  noble  Lord 
has  stated  accurately  what  I  said  the 
other  day.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  give 
any  direct  pledge  as  to  what  will 
happen  when  the  Bill  returns  to  another 
place. 

The  Eabl  of  EIMBEBLET:  Of 

coiuTse. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  I  endeavoured,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  to  give  the  argu- 
ments for  the  clause  that  were  used  in 
the  other  House,  and  then  I  proceeded 
to  show  how,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  we  came  to  consider  the 
clause,  it  was  impossible  that  it  could  be 
passed  in  its  present  form.  I  then  also 
stated  that  we  were  advised  that  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  amend  it  so  as  to 
render  it  acceptable,  or  such  as  would  be 
possible  for  the  House  to  pass.  Now 
with  reference  to  what  is  to  come  I  can 
only  say,  as  I  said  before,  that  in  our 
opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  clause  should  be  thrown  out,  inas- 
much as  it  cannot  be  amended,  and  I 
have  every  hope  myself,  speaking  indivi- 
dually, and  I  believe  I  may  speak  also 
for  my  colleagues,  that,  having  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  the  promoters  of  the 
clause,  it  may  be  possible  that  some 
clause  may  be  provided  which  may  be 
without  the  objections  entertained  to 
the  present  clause,  and  which  may 
secure  the  object  in  view,  without  its 
being  pat  into  a  form  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  us  to  adopt.  Further  than 
that  we  cannot  go.  We  cannot  amend 
the  clause  ourselves,  but  we  hope  that 
an  amended  clause  will  be  sent  back  to 
us.  That,  I  think,  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
presses the  position  we  take  up. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  do 
not  quite  apprehend  the  position  of  the 
Government  in  the  matter.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  Government  intend 
to  propose  an  amended  clause  in  the 
other  House  t 
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The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY: 
That  is  a  question,  I  think,  which  had 
(letter  be  asked  in  the  other  House.  The 
noble  Earl  will  remember  that  the  clause 
was  not  originally  a  Government  clause  ; 
it  was  a  clause  brought  up  very  late,  and 
the  structure  of  it  is  so  faulty  that  I 
observe  even  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(Lord  Herschell)  did  not  defend  it.  And 
the  absurdities  which  would  arise  if  it 
were  passed  into  law  must,  I  think,  be 
evident  to  every  lawyer.  Whether  it  is 
possible  to  pass  any  clause,  vnthout  much 
more  careful  investigation,  which  will 
produce  the  precise  effect  desired  by  the 
promoters  of  the  clause — which,  as  I 
understand,  is  practically  to  protect  the 
widow — I  do  not  know.  We  do  not 
pledge  oiu^elves  at  all.  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  suffi- 
ciently with  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  be 
able  to  answer  that  question ;  but  if  the 
widow  can  be  protected,  without  pro- 
ducing any  ai  the  terrible  anomalies 
that  tibiis  clause  presents,  I  shall  be  very 
glad.  I  confess  I  object  to  the  clause, 
not  only  on  account  of  those  anomalies, 
which  would  be  very  serious,  but  be- 
cause I  think  the  distinct  effect  of  it  as 
it  btands  now  would  be,  as  fast  as  you 
create  the  holdings,  so  far  as  intestacy 
operates,  to  sink  them  back  into  the 
masses  of  large  properties  around  them  ; 
and  that  I  do  not  think  is  a  desirable 
object. 

Lord  HEESCHELL  :  It  does  not 
depend  only  on  intestacy ;  the  effect 
would  be  the  same  if  a  will  were  made. 
That  is  provided  against  by  a  previous 
provision,  that  whether  by  the  intestacy, 
or  will,  or  in  any  other  way,  a  certain 
course  shall  be  taken.  Supposing  the 
intestate  left  daughters  only,  the  holding 
would  be  sub-divided  at  once,  because 
the  daughters  would  be  co-parcellors, 
and  one  person  would  not  succeed.  All 
that  is  provided  against  by  a  previous 
clause.  But,  my  Lords,  ina.«much  as  it 
is  not  clear  that  the  Govemment  do 
intend  to  propose  a  new  clause,  I  shall 
venture,  on  Report,  to  propose  a  clause 
in  lieu  of  Clause  11,  which  has  been 
struck  out,  and  that  will,  of  course,  dis- 
tinctly raise  the  question  in  a  form  upon 
whidi  we  can  express  our  opinion. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  24  negatived. 


Clause  25. 

Lord  SALTOUN  :  My  Lords,  I  move- 
to  leave  out  of  line  36  the  words  *'  in  the- 
opinion  of  the  Sheriff."  I  cannot  con- 
ceive why  the  County  Council  are  not 
fit  and  able  to  appoint  a  person  to  carry 
out  these  duties  without  the  interfermce- 
of  the  chief  Iaw  Officer.  , 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  11,  line 
36,  to  leave  out  ("  in  the  opinion  <^  the 
Sheriff.") — {The  Lord  SaUoun.) 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  matter  which  I  really  think  should  be- 
left  to  the  opinion  of  noble  Lords  from 
Scotland.  The  Amendment  is  oue  which, 
to  the  English  lay  mind,  appears, 
wholly  unobjectionable,  and  I  should 
be  prepared  to  accept  it ;  but  I  should  be 
glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  noble  Lords 
from  Scotlaud,  especially  that  of  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Wataon). 

The  Buke  of  RICHMOND  Aia> 
GOREON :  My  Lords,  I  confess  that, 
upon  looking  at  tlie  matter  first,  I  rather 
shnred  the  opinion  of  my  noble  Friend 
behind  me  who  has  moved  this  Amend- 
ment ;  but,  inasmuch  as  veiy  important 
questions  of  law  are  to  be  decided,  it  i& 
obviously  very  necessary  that  the 
person  who  advises  the  County  Council 
in  this  matter  shall  be  fully  qualified, 
and  a  person  of  some  experience  in  law. 
Therefore  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in 
the  interests  of  the  public,  and  to  secure- 
that  everything  should  be  done  in  a 
proper  and  legal  manner,  it  is  better  to 
leave  the  words  in  the  clause  as  they 
stand. 

*LoRD  WATSON  :  I  understand,  my 
Lords,  that  the  view  taken  by  the  noble 
Mai-quess  whose  Amendments  I  have 
moved  to-day  was  that  the  effective- 
operation  of  the  Bill  in  Scotland,  more 
especifiUy  of  such  clauses  as  may  be  in 
the  future  added  to  it,  will  depend  very 
much  upon  the  legal  gentlemen  who  are 
employed  to  register  titles  upder  the 
Act,  and  that  it  will  require  on  their 
part  very  special  knowledge  of  con- 
veyancing. I  am  not  at  aU  sure  that 
the  County  Council,  however  fit  they 
may  be  for  other  functions  which  they 
have  to  perform,  are  the  best  judges  of 
the  man  best  fitted  to  conduct  theee  legal 
proceedings.  If  the  conveyancing  is  to 
be  properly  conducted,  and  the  Act 
carried  out'well,  I  think  the  precaution 
which  the  other  House  has  taken,  of  re- 
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quiring  the  opinion  of  Uie  Sheriff  so  as  to 
see  that  the  person  appointed  for  the 
purpose  is  well  qualified,  is  a  most  useful 
adjunct  of  the  Bill. 

.  Amendment  negatived. 
Clauses  26  and  26  agreed  to. 
Chiuse27. 

Eabl  CADOGAK:  The  Amend- 
ment I  have  to  move  is  to  postpone  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  in  order 
to  enable  the  County  Councils  to  make 
preliminary  arrangements. 

Mored,  after  Clause  27,  to  insert  as  a 
new  Clause,  This  Act  shall  come  into 
operation  on  the  first  day  of  October,  one 
thousand>eight  hundred  and  ninety-two." 

— {The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

'  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  27*  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  28  agreed  to. 

The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Monday  next;  and  Bill 
to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  200.) 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 
COHMITTEE. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Lord  ELPHINSTONE:  My  Lords, 
when  this  Bill  was  before  your  Lord- 
ships yesterday,  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  of 
Camperdown)  raised  certain  objections 
to  those  provisions,  which  I  promised  I 
would  refer  to  the  Department  for 
(ionsideration,  and  I  have  brought  some 
Amendments  before  the  House  which  I 
hope  and  trust  will  meet  the  objections 
raised  by  the  noble  Earl. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  may  say  -  that  I  have  seen  the 
Amendments  which  have  been  prepared 
by  my  noble  Friend,  and  am  perfectly 
content  with  them ;  they  effect  the 
objects  that  I  wish  to  see  efi'ected. 

Amendments  made ;  Standing  Com- 
iuittee  negatived.  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  ABtEND- 
MENT  BILL. 
SECOND  READING. 

.  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading,  read. 


Lord  HERSCHELL :  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Bill  which  is  intended  to  supi^ement- 
a  measure  which  ms  passed  two  years' 
ago,  in  ord^  to  protect  life  at  sea,  by- 
diminishing  the  chances  of  overloading.. 
That  Act  provided  for  the  fixing  of  a 
load-line,  which  I  believe  has  worked,  on 
the  whole,  very  satisfactorily ;  but  it  is 
found  that  the  penalties  imposed  by  tho' 
Act  are  not  sufficient,  really,  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  it,  and  that  they 
would  be  more  effectually  enforced  by 
giving  certain  powers  of  detention  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.   The  Bill,  which  I  now 
ask  your  Lordships  to  read  a  second  time^ 
hsA  had  the  support  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  other  House^ 
and,although  th^  were  difficulties  about 
some  parts  of  it  as  originally  introduced, 
I  may  say  that  it  finally  passed,  in  th» 
form  in  which  I  now  ask  your  Lordships 
to  read  it  a  second  time,  with  general 
assent.    There  is  another  provision  in 
the  Bill  which   has  reference  to  the 
inspection  of  the  food  provided  for  sailors 
on  board  ship,  so  as  to  see  that  it  is  in  a 
fit  condition  and  not  adulterated.  That 
also  is  a  matter  that  has  been  passed 
with  the  assent  of  those  interested  in 
shipping,  as  well  as  with  the  hearty  and 
cordial  suppoii:  of   thoso    who  havfr 
specify  advocated  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
tection of  those  employed  at  sea,  under 
circumstances  in  which  it  is  impossibla 
for  them  to  obtain  any  complete  protec- 
tion for  themselves,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  unable  to  provide  other  food  for 
themselves  if  the  food  provided  for  them 
on  board  ship  is  of  an  unlit  character.  I 
trust  your  Lordships  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty in   giving  your  assent  to  the- 
Bill. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\" 
—{The  Lard  Iferachell.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  th& 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has,  as  one  wouldl 
have  expected,  correctly  explained  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  offer  any  objection  to  it  on. 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read 2' accor d- 
ingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
Uie  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL  [H.L.] 
THIRD  BXADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  TbinI 
Beading,  read. 


Digitized  by 


1447  BaUway  and  Canal  Traffie   {LOBDS}  Act  (1888)  Amendment  BUI  1448 


LoBD  BALFOXTR:  My  Lords,  there 
is  one  Amendment  I  have  to  propose 
the  object  of  which  I  feel  bound  to  state 
"to  the  House.  The  Bill  itself  provides 
for  the  constitution  of  a  new  Fishery 
Board  to  come  into  office  on  the  Ist 
January  next  ;  the  existing  Fishery 
Board  would  naturally  go  out  of  office 
in  October,  and  the  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment is  to  secure  that  the  present  Board 
-shall  remain  in  office  from  October  to 
■January,  so  that  there  shall  not  be  a 
^p  between  the  ezpiry  of  their  powers 
and  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Jiew  Board. 

Bill  read  3'  accordingly ;  Amendment 
made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
•Conmums. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL  taL.], 
Betumed  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

FOBGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order):  An 
Amendment  made :.  Kll  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

ALKALI,  &C,  WORKS  BILL. 
Read   2*  (according   to  order),  and 
■committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEPOSITS  AND 
BONDS  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
imeut ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
■and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee   (according  to 
•order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (CONVERSION  OF 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
•order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  (committee  negatived ; 
.and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

POST  OFFICE  ACT  (1B91)  EXTENSION 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
•order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
And  BUI  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 


TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  REMUNERA- 
TION) BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  KU  to  be  raad  2*  on  Monday  next. 

BILLS  OF  BALE  BILL  [nj^]. 
Bill  read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL, 

Brought  from  the  Conunons ;  read  1*; 
and  to  be  printed.   (No.  189.) 

CASUAL  WARDS  BILL, 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next  (The  Lord  Hartismere  [£■ 

Sermiker'l).    (No.  190.) 

GALWAY  INFIRMARY  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next  (The    Lord  Privy  Seal  [£. 
Cadoffonl^.    (No.  191.) 

LAND  COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1% 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  1 92.) 

NATIONAL    DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS* 
RELIEF)  BILU 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1^; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next  {The  Marquen  of  ScdMury), 
(No.  193.) 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1^ 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Tuesday  next  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal 
[E.  Cadogan]),    (No.  194.) 

PUBUC  UBRABIES  LAW  CONSOLIDA- 
TION BILL. 
Krought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1% 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  195.) 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 

(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*, 
uid  to  be  printed.    (No.  196.) 
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SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT (No.  2)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1*; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Monday  next    {Ths  ifarqiteaa  of  Salia- 
bury.)    (No.  197.) 

WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INQUIRIES) 

PROTECTION  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commona ;  read  1'; 
and  to  be  printed.   (No.  198.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1'; 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Ezamineni.   (No.  199.) 

MARRIAGES  ABROAD  BILL  [H.L.] 
Commons  Amendments  to  be  con- 
sidered on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 
< 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed, 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILU 

Bead  3*  (according  to  cntler),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  S)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6}  BILL. 

AmendmentB  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday 
next. 


PUBLIC   HEALTH   (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL    ORDER  (BATHGATE; 
WATER)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  ani^b 

passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  9> 
BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

ALLOTMENTS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER. 
BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  (urder),  and- 

passed. 

LAND      DRAINAGE  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (MORTON  FEN)  BILL. 

Bead  2"  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  M(mday  next. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL. 
ORDER  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  andocmi- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ( IRELAND  ) . 
PROVISIONAL    ORDER     (No.  3) 

BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  C!ommittee  of  the  Who!a 
House  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL     ORDER     (No.  6). 

BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  ^e  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  aBELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  7.}. 
BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order). 

LOCAL  (K)VERNMENT  (IRELAND> 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  4) 
BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  C!onunittee  of  the  Whote- 
House  on  Monday  next 


Digitized  by 


1451-       The  Cavan  Board  {COMMONS} 


of  Ouardiam, 


1452 


HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICIARY  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 
Bead  3*  (acoording  to  oi-der),  and 
passed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Read  3*  (according  to  ordw),  and 


COLONUL  STOCK  ACT  (X877)  AMEND 

MENT  BILL  [h.u] 
Read  3"  (according  to  order):  An 
Amendment  made :  Bill  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

TECHNICAL   AND  INDUSTRUL 
INSTITUTIONS  BILL  [H.L.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
-to,  with  Amendments :  The  said  Amend- 
ments to  be  considered  on  Monday  next. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Ckimmons ;  read  1* ; 
^d  to  be  printed.    (No.  202.) 

MILITARY  LANDS  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commoos;  read  1'; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Tuesday  next  {The  Earl  Brovmloto). 
(Ko.  303.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  miaates 
before  £^gbt  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  17th  June,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


BARRACKS  AT  LEEDS  AND  BRAD- 
FORD. 

Mb.  BYRON  BKED  (Bradford,  E.) : 
I  be^  to  ask  the  Finan<dal  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  £100,000  is 
about  to  bo  (xpended  upon  the  re-con- 
struction f>f  Leeds  Barracks ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Bradford  Barracks  are  in  a  dilapidated 
and  insanitary  condition,  and  have  long 


stood  in  need  of  thorough  repair,  if  not 
of  total  re-building,  the  War  Depart- 
ment ia  prepared  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  case  of  Bradford,  as  well  as  that 
of  Leeds,  in  regard  to  barrack  acoonuno- 
dation  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  My  hon.  Friend  is 
in  error  in  supposing  that  £100,000  is 
about  to  be  expended  for  this  purpose. 
About  £23,000  will  be  expended  in  the 
re-construction  of  Leeds  Barracks.  The 
Barracks  at  Bradford  are  not  up  to  the 
modem  standard,  but  it  is  not  known 
that  their  condition  is  insanitaiy.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  re-oonstruct  them  to  any 
great  extent,  as  the  case  is  essentially 
different  from  that  of  Leeds. 

Mr.  REED:  Will  my  hon.  Friend 
direct  further  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  state  of  Bradfoi-d  Barracks  ? 

Me.  BRODRICK  :  Certainly  ;  I  shall 
be  glad  to  cause  inquiry  now  that  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  subject. 

VOLUNTEERS  AND  JURY  SERVICE. 
Colonel  HOWARD  VINCEXT 
(Shefl&eld,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if 
it  is  correctly  understood  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  anxious  to 
take  legislative  power  to  exempt  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
Volunteer  Force  from  jury  service? 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  My  hon.  Friend 
will  share  my  regret  that  no  legislation 
in  the  direction  of  exempting  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  Volun- 
teer Force  from  jury  service  is  possible 
this  Session.  But,  so  far  as  the  offices 
and  non-commissioned  officers  of  Volun- 
teers are  concerned,  the  Secretary  of 
State  thinks  a  very  ^ood  case  has  been 
made  out  for  exemptmg  them  from  jury 
service,  whidt  we  desire  to  see  carricn 
out  by  law. 

THE  CAVAN  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuiy  what 
decision  has  been  airived  at  as  to  the 
payment  of  the  costs,  &c,  in  the  case  of 
Ryan  v.  the  Guardians  of  the  Cavan 
Union  ? 

^The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham)  :  In 
accordance  with  the  pledge  I  gave  the  other 
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night,  I  vTote  to  the  Local  Ooremment 
Bcsard  in  Ireland  saying  that,  if  the  facte 
-were  substantially  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Knox),  the  opinion  of  the 
Treasury  was  that  the  costs  should  be 
repaid.  I  have  not  yet  receiTed  any 
.answer  to  that. 

BNOLISH  LEATHER  AND  FRENCH 
CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 
Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Ontral) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afikirs 
-whether   he  is   aware  that  on  three 
■occasions  in  the  last  half  of  last  year — 
namely,  in  the  case  of  goods  forwarded 
28th  July,  2nd  September,  and  I6th 
October  respectively,  the  French  Customs 
Authorities  refused   to  admit  leather 
tanned  and  curried  by  Mr.  William  Pau', 
.at  the  Oak  Tannery,  Leeds,  at  the  rate 
of  duty  applicable  to  English  leather 
under  the  most  favoured  nation  clause, 
the  French  offici^ds  contending  that  the 
leather  in  question  was  of  American 
-origin,  and  that  the  extra  tax  and  fines 
imposed  upon  Mr.  Fanl  in  consequence 
■of  the  action  of  the  French  Customs 
Authorities  amounted  to  a  sum  of  over 
.£230,  apart  from  indirect  losses  inflicted 
upon  him  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
spite  of  a  sworn  declaration  by  Mr.  Paul, 
countersigned  by  the  French  Consul  in 
Leeds,  that  the  leather  in  question  was 
tanned  and  curried  at  the  Oak  Tannery 
in  Leeds,  and  an  offer  on  his  part  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  an  official  of  the  French 
Customs  to  Leeds  for  the  purpose  of 
jBeeing  similar  goods  actually  undergoing 
the  process  of  tanning  and  currying,  he 
has,  nevertheless,  failed  to  obtain  any 
redress  for  the  injustice  done  him  ;  and 
whether  the  Government  will  undertake 
^  make  representations  to  the  French 
Authorities  in  order  to  secure  that  the 
clause  in   their  Tariff  Bill  admitting 
English  goods    into    France   at  the 
minimum  rate  of  duty  shall  be  given  due 
«ffectto? 

*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  XtOVTHEB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith):  The  facts  mentumed  in  the 
first  and  serond  paragraphs  of  the  ques- 
tion are  substantially  correct.  Repre- 
sentations were  made  to  the  French 
Government,  but  the  reply  received 
■showed  that  the  goods  in  question  had 
three  times  been  examined  by  experts ; 


on  the  first  occasion  the  experte  decided 
unanimously  that  the  goods  were  of 
extra-European  origin ;  on  the  second 
occasion  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion, 
but  on  the  third  occasion  upon  four 
fresh  experts  being  summoned  and  the 
matter  reconsidered,  they  decided  unani- 
mously that  the  goods  were  of  extra- 
European  origin.  The  French  Govern- 
ment have  declined  to  make  any  change 
in  the  existing  law  in  this  respect. 

JOHN  MITCHEL'S  UFE  AND 
WRITINGS. 

Mr.  KNOX  (for  Dr.  Tanner,  Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  will 
be  explain  why  certain  historical  books, 
recommended  by  the  acting  Catholic 
Chaplain  to  Armagh  Prison,  namely, 
Mitchel's  History  of  Ireland  and  The 
Life  of  John  Mitekel,  were  disallowed 
the  General  Prisons  Board  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.): 
I  am  informed  that  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  question  was  convicted  of  treason 
felony  in  1848,  and  sentenced  to  twenty 
years'  imprisonment.  His  writings  are 
incitemento  to  treason,  and  such  as 
should  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Prisons 
Board,  be  admitted  to  the  Prison  library. 

UNSANITARY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment whether  he  has,  as  yet,  in  any 
case,  enforced  Sections  1  and  2  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1891, 
which  provides  that,  where  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  satisfied  that  the  sanitary 
provisions  in  regai^  to  workshops  have 
not  been  duly  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority,  he  may  intervene ;  whether 
the  Inspectors  have,  under  Section  26, 
received  due  notice  of  the  opening  of 
workshops  since  the  passing  of  the  Act ; 
whether  they  have  further  duly 
forwarded  the  notification  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  of  the  district ;  and  whether 
he  has,  under  Section  27,  made  any 
order  r^uiring  the  occupier  of  any  work- 
shop, or  any  contractor  employed  by 
any  occupier,  to  keep  lists  of  those 
employed  by  him ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
any  penalty  has  been  inflicted  for  non- 
compliance with  the  order  ? 
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The  SECBirrARY  of  STATE  tor 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews, Birmmgham,  E.)  :  I  have  hitherto 
received  no  complaints  requiring  the 
intervention  of  the  Home  Office  under 
Sections  1  and  2  of  the  Factory  Act  of 
last  Session.  I  may  point  out  to  the 
hon.  Member  that  such  intervention 
should  only  take  place  where  there  has 
been  clear  neglect  or  default  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Authority.  The  Inspectors 
of  Factories  have  received  full  instruc- 
tions to  require  occupiers  of  workshops 
to  send  them  notices  as  prescribed  by 
the  26th  section  of  the  Act,  and  to 
forward  such  notices  to  the  Sanitary 
Authranty.  Further  instructions  to  the 
like  effect  were  issued  to  the  Inspectors 
on  the  8th  of  this  montii  requiting  them 
to  see  to  the  strict  observance  of  the  26th 
Section,  and  to  forward  prosecution 
reports  where  they  found  any  occupier 
who  had  failed  to  send  the  required 
notice.  To  what  extent  the  Inspectors 
have  received  these  notices  I  am  unable 
to  say  without  further  time  for  inquiry ; 
and  I  am  about  to  issue  a  Circular  calling 
for  information  on  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the 
question,  I  have  had  the  provisions  of 
the  27th  section  of  the  Act  under  my 
oonsidraation,  and  I  have  been  collecting 
information  as  to  the  trades  and  localities 
in  which  it  would  be  expedient  to  issue 
orders. 

Me.  BUXTON :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  in  reference  to  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1891,  and 
the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891, 
he  has  sent  out  any  Circular  to  the  Load 
Au&orities  in  Lraid<m,  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  new  duties  imposed  on 
them  in  respect  to  workshops  ;  what 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  carry- 
ing out  the  law  in  regard,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  notification  by  the  medical 
officer  to  the  Factory  Inspector  if  the 
former  becomes  aware  that  any  child, 
young  person,  or  woman  is  being  em- 
ployed in  a  workshop ;  and,  on  the 
other,  to  notification  on  the  part  of  the 
Faciory  Inspector  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rity when  the  former  receives  notice 
at  the  (^>ening  of  a  workshop;  and 
wh^er  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  that 
any  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  workshops  in 


Suez  CafuU. 

London  since  the  passing  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Acts  ? 

«The  PRESIDENT  or  the  L0CAI» 
GOVERNMENTBOAm)(JIr.RiTCHiK^ 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  The- 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1891,  and 
the  Public  Health  (London)  Act  came- 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January  last, 
and  I  caused  a  Circular  Letter  to  b&- 
addressed  on  the  30th  November  last  to 
the  several  Sanitary  Authorities  iu 
London  drawing  their  attention  to  the- 
new  duties  impused  on  them  in  respect 
of  workshops.  The  duties  of  the  Factory 
Inspector  as  regards  notification  to  the- 
medic^  officer,  and  of  the  medical  officer 
with  respect  to  notification  to  the  Factory 
Inspector,  are  spedfically  prescribed  by- 
the  Statute,  and  those  duties  weie  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Circular  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  I  have  had  no 
complaint  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Statute  as  regards  these  matters  have 
not  been  duly  complied  with.  The- 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officei's- 
of  Health  in  London  are  usually  made 
for  the  year  ending  the  3 1st  Decmber- 
and  I  have  not  received  any  communica- 
tion either  from  the  Sanitary  Authorities- 
or  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  which 
would  enable  me  to  express  any  opinion 
on  the  question  as  to  the  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  condition  of  London 
workshops  since  the  1st  January  in  the- 
present  year.  Of  course,  the  Act  has- 
been  in  operation  but  a  short  time,  and  I 
hardly  think  it  is  desirable  to  call  for  a 
special  Report  yet ;  but  I  am  watching 
the  matter  carefully,  and  when  the  time 
arrives  to  take  action  I  shall  be  yre- 
pared  to  do  so. 

PETROLEUM  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N,):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will 
name  the  provision,  if  any,  in  the  Con- 
cessions of  the  Suez  Canal  Company 
giving  authority  to  make,  what  ha» 
hitherto  been  and  is  optional,  by  its 
mere  motion  compulsory  and  binding, 
in  the  matter  of  the  ezdusion,  by  virtue 
of  the'proviaional  regulations,  of  petroleum 
tank  steamers  &om  the  Camtl,  when 
such  vessels  do  not  happm  to  have  been 
constructed  in  accordance  with  the  tnm» 
of  such  r^pilatiwis? 

*Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  This  ques- 
tion refers  to  a  matter  of  law,  namely,  th& 
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construction  of  the  Charter  and  Con- 
cessions of  the  Canal  Company,  which  is 
fit  pre-sent  the  subject  of  litigation  in 
the  Egyptian  Courts ;  and  it  is  not  within 
-fiheprovince  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment 
to  express  any  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  KELLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  when  the  Papers  relating  to  the 
Inter-Departmental ,  Commission,  with 
reference  to  the  provisional  regulations 
of  the  Suez  Canal  Company,  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

*Mr.  LOWTHER  :  These  Papers  are 
in  the  printer's  bands,  and  will  be 
distributed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  RICHARD  temple  (Worcester, 
Evesham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs 
whether  a  conference  of  the  Interdepart- 
mental Commission  (British)  of  1891 
was  held  before  or  after  the  adoption  of 
Hie  principle  of  allowing  ships  laden  with 
bulk  oil  to  pass  along  the  Suez  Canal ; 
would  he  state  on  what  date  or  dates  the 
Commission  met ;  and  whether  any  mles 
on  the  subject  were  adopted,  modified, 
or  abandoned  in  consequence  of  direct 
negotiations  between  the  Commission 
and  the  Government  Directors  of  the 
Suez  Canal  or  the  Company  itself? 

*Mb.  J.  W. LOWTHER:  The  date  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Inter-departmental 
CJommisEdon  was  December,  1891.  The 
«ction  of  the  Commission  and  its  results 
will  appear  from  the  Papei-s  which  have 
been  laid  and  which  will  be  distributed 
«s  soon  as  possible.  They  are  now  in 
1^6  printer's  hands. 


Mr.  MACLURE  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Stretford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  Stjvte  for  Foi-eign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  possible  dual 
system  of  rules  adopted  by  the  Suez 
Canal  Company  and  the  Egyptian 
•Cbvemment,  Her  Majesty's  Ctovem- 
ment  would  urge  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany to  suspend  the  Provisional  Regu- 
lations  until  Egypt  has  declared  in  the 
matter  or  abandoned  her  police  rights 
:in  rd  erence  to  bulk  petroleum  in  or  on 
th  3  w  aters  of  the  Suez  Canal,  or  in  the 
pj:t»i  situated  in,  or  along,  and  adjacent 
t  >  the  Canal,  and  pending  the  decision 
of  the  Egyptian  Courts  as  to  the  legality 
•or  illegality  of  the  Provisional  Regula- 
Tttons. 

VOL.  Y.       [foubth  sebzbs.] 


•Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  I  repUed 
yesterday  to  an  almost  identical  ques- 
tion put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Limerick  (Mr.  Abraham),  and  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  I 
then  gave. 

Mb.  FHILIFFS  (Lanark,  Mid)  (for 
Mr.  Llotd  Moboan,  Carmarthen,  W.) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  there  has 
been  any  communication  of  a  special 
character  relating  to  the  passage  of  bulk 
petroleum  through  the  Suez  Canal,  be- 
tween the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Suez 
Canal  Company,  prior  to  the  admission  of 
the  principle  of  the  passage  of  ships 
laden  with  bulk  oil  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Suez  Canal,  including  the  nominees 
of  the  Government  on  the  administration 
of  the  Canal  ? 

*Me.  LOWTHER:  No  such  com- 
munication as  that  referred  to  in  the 
hon.  Member's  question  took  place. 

H.M.B.  "WANDERBB." 

Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  before  converting  the  '*  Wan-: 
derer,"  which  in  1884  cost  ^46,232,  into 
a  training  brig,  he  will  first  obtain 
tenders  for  a  new  stoel  vessel ;  whether 
he  is  awfu*e  that  a  new  sailing  brig, 
similar  in  tonnage  to  the  "  Wandei-er," 
may  be  purchased  complete  for  sea,  with 
the  exception  of  guns,  for  about 
X  12,000;  can  he  state  the  cost  of  con- 
verting her ;  and  whether  the  model 
and  dimensions  are  such  as  to  make  her 
a  desirable  ship  under  canvas? 

The  first  LORD  op  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing):  For  the  particular 
service  for  which  it  is  intended  to 
convert  the  "  Wanderer "  an  iron  or 
steel  vessel  is  not  desirable,  as  a  training 
brig  is  chiefly  employed  on  the  coast  and 
frequently  m  shallow  waters.  When 
converted  the  Wanderer"  will  be  quite 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  cost  of 
the  conversion  will  be  about  ;£6,000. 

H.M.8.  "  AGINCOURT." 
Mr.  GOURLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  the  nature 
of  the  alterations  and  overhaul  intended 
in  the  battle-ship  "  Agincourt ";  whether 
the  machinery  is  to  be  converted  into 
that  of  triple  or  quadruple,  and  what  he 
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anticipates  will  be  her  coal  endurance 
and  speed,  when  completed ;  whether 
intended  to  be  fitted  with  breech-loading, 
and  quick-firing,  and  other  modern 
guns  ;  and  will  he  also  state  the  cost  of 
the  proposed  conversion  ? 

LoED  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  It  is 
intended  to  fit  the  "  Agincourt "  with 
new  boit  ers,  wh  ich  are  in  store  and 
avBilable,  and  to  limit  repairs  in  other 
respects  to  the  work  necessary  to  bring 
the  ship  into  a  condition  of  effi- 
ciency for  active  ser\ace.  New 
machinery  will  not  be  supplied.  No 
chfuige  of  armament  is  proposed  except 
the  introduction  of  some  small  quick- 
firing  guns.  These  repairs  are  estimated 
to  cost  about  £35,000. 

THE  RAILWAY  "BLOCK"  SYSTEM. 
Me.  GEORGE  DIXON  (Birming- 
ham, Edgbaston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  although  by  the  Act 
of  1889  Railway  Companies  were  com- 
pelled to  provide  their  lines  with  the 
absolute  block  system,  the  special  block 
signal  of  thirteen  rings  known  as  the 
**  Oome  at  Caution  "  arrangement,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  special  purposes  only,  is  now 
constantly  in  use  for  the  ordinary 
traffic ;  whether  the  recent  serious 
colhsions  at  Birmingham  and  Leeds 
were  owing  to  the  use  of  this  dangei'ous 
signal ;  and  if  it  is  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Department -whether  some- 
thing can  be  done  to  carry  out  more 
strictly  the  intention  of  the  Act  of 
1889  ? 

*Thk  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  Sir  Mjchaix  Higkb  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  (No,  the  facts  are  not 
qnite  as  stated  in  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  Regulation  of  Railways 
Act,  1889,  does  not  require  Railway 
Companies  to  provide  their  lines  with  the 
absolute  block  system.  What  it  does  do 
is  to  empower  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
order  a  Railway  Company  to  adopt,  inter 
ttUa^  the  block  system  with  any  excep- 
tions or  modi^c^tions  allowed  by  the 
Order,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  re- 
quired the  Railway  Companies  to  adopt 
the  block  system  with  such  modifications, 
in  each  particular  case,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  railway  required.  The 
signal  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  is 
probably  the  signal,  *'  section  clear,  but 

Mr.  OowrUy 


station  (or  junction)  blocked,"  which  is 
not  a  signal  sanctioned  in  any  way  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  or  forming  in  any  way 
a  modification  of  the  Order  to  adopt  the- 
block  system.    It  is  a  signal  adopted  by 
certain  Railway  Companies  for  use  under 
certain  special  circumstances,  but  it  i» 
frequently  used   in   a  manner  against 
which  the   Inspecting   Officers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  on  several  occasions 
protested.    Whether  or  not  the  recent 
unhappy  collisions  which  have  led  to 
lamentable  loss  of  life  were  due  to  the 
use  of  this  signal  I  am  unable  to  say 
until  X  have  recaved  the  Reports  of  the- 
Inspecting  Officers   on  the  inquiries- 
which   have  been  ordered.     I  am  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  signal  as  it  is 
sometimes  used  is  by  no  means  satisfac- 
toiy,  and  that,  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  safety,  a  greatei-  stiictness  should 
be  adopted  than  is  possible  with  such  use 
of  the  signal.    The  Reports  of  the  In- 
specting Officers  on  the  accidents  which 
have  occurred  will  he  carefully  examined,, 
and   the   Railway  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  consider  whether 
any,  and  if  so,  what,  further  representa- 
tions shall  be  made  to  the  Companies 
whidi  are  still  using  the  signal  referrecl 
to. 

Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether,  under  the  powers  of  the  Act  of 
1889,  he  has  power  to  issue  an  Order  to 
exclude  the  ^3m  of  this  signal  in  the 
manner  referred  to,  or  whether  he  can 
only  make  a  recommendation  ? 

•Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  :  I 
think  that  is  a  question  of  which  I 
should  have  notice. 

BIB  H.  DBUMMOND  WOLPP  AND  THE 
BUCHAREST  LEGATION. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford^ 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
out  of  what  fund  and  on  what  authority 
the  additional  £1,000  was  paid  to  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolfi*  when  acting  as 
Minister  in  Roumania,  when  Parliament 
had  already  voted  the  usual  salary  appro- 
priated to  that  appointment ;  and  whe- 
ther it  is  competent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  increase  the  salaries  or  «nolu- 
ments  of  such  officers  without  the  vote 
of  Parliament  'i  In  putting  this  question 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  in  explanation 
that  on  the  Slst  July  last  a  question 
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was  i-aised  as  to  the  salaiy  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff,  and  the  then  Under 
Seci-etary  for  Foreign  Affairs  said  it 
would  be  necessaiy  to  submit  a  Supple- 
lueutary  Estimate,  to  which  I  gave  notice 
oF  oppointion. 

*Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  The  allow- 
ance to  Sir  H.  B.  Wolff  was  granted 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  and 
was  charged  to  the  sub-head  "  Salaries  " 
of  the  Diplomatic  Vote.  As  was  ex- 
plained by  the  Postmaster  General  on 
1st  August,  1891.  it  was  unnecessary  to 
ask  for  a  Supplementary  Vote,  owing  to 
there  beiag  an  excess  under  another 
bead.  As  the  allowance  had  ceased  be- 
fore this  year's  Estimates  were  prepared, 
the  charge  does  not  appear  in  them.  It 
will  appear  in  the  Appropriation  Ac- 
cents for  1891-2. 

Me.SHAWLEFEVRE;  On  the  31st 
July  the  then  Under  Secretary  informed 
tlie  House  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
take  a  Supplemeulary  Estimate. 

*Mr.  LOWTHER:  Yes;  but  if  the 
light  hou.  Gentleman  will  look  at  the 
lleport  for  Ist  August  he  will  find  the 
statement  to  which  I  have  referred. 

IRISH  LEASEHOLDERS  AND  THE  EX- 
PIRDia  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

CoLONKL  NOLAN.  (Galway,  N.)  (for 
Mr.  Clancy,  Bublir:  Co.,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  inasmuch 
as  a  considerable  proportion  of  lease- 
holdei-s  in  Ireland  have  not  yet  sent  in 
applications  to  have  fair  rents  fixed  on 
their  holdings,  he  will  include  in  the 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  of  the 
present  SesNon,  and  so  continue  for 
another  year,  the  provision  in  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  which 
relates  to  the  time  within  which  such 
aOTtlications  may  be  made  ? 

Me.  JACKSON:  Yes,  the  provision 
in  the  Act  is  included  in  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill. 

TNIFOBM  OF  THE  ROYAL  NATAL 
BESERVE. 
Colonel  SANDYS  (Lancashire,  S.W., 
Bootle)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  it  is  intended 
shortly  to  drees  the  men  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  in  a  woollen  jersey  instead 
of  in  a  serge  frock  or  jumper ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  good  jersey  cannot  be 


obtained  for  the  price  proposed  to  be 
given  for  this  one,  so  that  the  jersey 
proposed  to  be  issued  must  necessarily 
be  of  an  inferior  kind  ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  a  jersey  uniform  is  looked  upon  by 
a  man-of-war's  man  as  being  character- 
istic of  the  ordinary  crew  of  a  merchant 
ship  leaving  port  or  of  the  "longshore 
boatman,"  and  therefore  not  fit  for  men 
of  the  Royal  Navy  or  Royal  Naval 
Reserve ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
seaman's  uniform  has  been  designed, 
consisting  of  blue  frock  and  collar, 
trousers,  neck  handkerchief,  wide  collar, 
lanyard,  cap  and  ribbon,  which  would 
be  highly  popular  with  the  men  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Resei-ve,  and  which  can  be 
served  out  to  the  men  of  that  force  at  a 
cost  which  will  save  the  Admiralty  by 
its  issue  £1,625  a  year;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  suggested 
jersey  uniform  will  place  the  men  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve  at  a  disadvantage 
in  appearance  with  their  comrades  of  the 
Ro^al  Navy  when  serving  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  he  wiU  consider 
the  advisability  of  forthwith  issuing  this 
blue  serge  frock  uniform  to  the  men  of 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  instead  of  the 
proposed  jersey  uniform,  with  a  view  to 
add  to  the  popularity  among  them  of 
that  important  biunch  of  the  Royal 
Navy? 

LoED  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
uniform  which  has  been  finally  approved 
for  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  consists  of 
one  blue  jumper  (seiW),  two  flannels, 
two  collars,  one  black  silk  handkerdiief, 
one  pair  blue  tartan  trousers,  one  cap 
and  ribbon.  Until  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  supplying  this  uniform, 
the  present  uniform  will  continue  to  be 
issued.  It  is  not  intended  to  supply  the 
so-called  jersey  uniform.  The  cost  of 
the  approved  new  uniform  will  be  about 
2b.  8d.  per  man  more  than  the  present 
uniform  in  use. 

SALARIES  OF  PRISON  WARDBRS. 
Me.  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN  (Rochester)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  having 
regard  to  the  system  of  payment 
of  warders  of  prisons,  if  it  is  the  case 
that  the  principal  warders  of  Borstal 
Prison,  commencing  under  the  new  scale, 
will  lose  £8  on  the  first  six  years'  service  ; 
and,  if  so,  why  this  reduction  has  hvAn 
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made ;  on  what  grounds  assistant  ward*  rs 
of  over  ten  years'  service,  when  promoted, 
get  no  immediate  increase  of  pay,  whereas 
they  would  get  an  increase  if  under 
ten  years'  service ;  is  it  the  case  that 
warders  are  sometimes  on  night  duty, 
and  in  the  open  air,  for  more  than  twelve 
hours  without  a  break,  and  that  the  civil 
guard,  in  addition  to  the  twelve  hours  a 
day,  have  to  be  on  night  guard  once  in 
nine  or  ten  days,  and  that,  by  reason  of 
this  extra  duty,  men  are  frequently  de- 
prived of  the  usual  half-holiday  on 
Saturday;  will  the  three  days'  extra 
leave  be  granted  to  the  civil  guard,  as 
well  a.H  to  the  rest  of  the  staff  at  Borstal ; 
and  if  there  is  any  reason  forthescale  of 
pension  being  so  low  as  one-sixtieth 
instead  of  one-hftieth  of  the  annual  pay 
for  each  year  swved,  and  for  there  being 
no  limit  of  service  at  which  the  staff  would 
be  entitled  to  a  pension  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS  :  It  is  the  fact 
that  under  the  old  practice  a  warder,  at 
his  maximum  of  ^87,  on  promotion  to 
the  post  of  principal  warder  commenced 
at  the  minimum  scale  of  that  rank,  which 
w^  i£83,  but  to  which  were  added  the 
increments  earned  in  the  lower  rank, 
namely,  ^14,  making  his  initial  salary 
as  principal  warder  £97.  Under  the 
new  scale  a  warder,  on  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  principal  warder,  commences  at 
the  minimum  pay  of  ^£93,  but  rises  by 
£2  to  a  maximum  of  w£105,  in  lieu  of  his 
former  maximimi  of  £103.  The  Treasury 
decided  that  the  practice  of  carrying  over 
incremODts  must  cease;  and  the  new 
scale  was  devised  to  compensate  thebe  de- 
serving officers  as  far  as  possible  for  this 
loss.  Assistant  warders  who  have  served 
ten  years  receive  an  increment  for  the 
next  three  years  of  service.  This  incre- 
ment brings  their  pay  above  the  mini- 
mum of  a  warder's  salary ;  and  on  pro- 
motion they  carry  with  them  the  higher 
pay  they  are  then  receiving,  but  receive 
no  increase  until  they  have  served  a  year 
as  warders.  "Warders  are  never  on  night 
dutyin  theopen  air  fortweivehourswith- 
ont  a  break.  Each  officer  on  night  duty 
gets  a  rest  of  about  three  hours  during 
the  night,  and  is  exempted  from  day 
duty.  The  hours  of  actual  duty  of  the 
civil  guard  average  about  nine  per  day, 
in  addition  to  which  he  takes  his  turn  of 
sleepingin  the  prison  as  a  reserve  guard, 
but  is  not  called  up  except  in  case  of 
emergency.      Prison  officers  are  not 
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deprived  of  the  Saturday  half-holiduy, 
save  tinder  exceptional  circumstances. 
The  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of  these 
officers  did  not  recommend  additioiiiU 
leave,  and  it  has  not  been  granl'ed  ;  nor 
did  they  recommend  any  change  in  the 
rate  of  superannuation. 

THE  VACCINATION  LAWS. 
Mr.  ADDISON  (Ashton-under-Lyne): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 

Government  Board  whether  any  Cir- 
cular on  the  subject  of  repeated  prrse- 
cutions  in  eases  of  a  breach  of  the  Vac- 
cination Laws  has  been  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  could  state  to  the  House  the 
purport  of  the  Circular  ? 

•Me.  RITCHIE  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  September,  1875,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  on  the  Kubject  of  1*6- 
peated  prosecutions  in  cases  of  a  breach 
of  the  Vaccination  Laws  to  the 
Guardians  of  the  Evesham  Union.  I 
have  in  a  large  number  of  cases  forwarded 
a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Boards  of 
Guardians.  In  that  letter  the  Board 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Article  in  their  Regulations  with  refer- 
ence to  proceedings  under  Section  31  of 
the  Vaccination  Act,  1867,  being  re- 
peatedly taken  in  the  same  case,  that  the 
Guardians  should  carefully  oonstder  with 
regard  to  each  individual  case  the 
effect  which  a  continuance  of  proceedings 
was  likely  to  have  in  procuring  the 
vaccination  of  the  child  and  in  insuring 
the  observance  of  the  law  in  the  Union 
generally.  The  Board  stated  that  when 
in  a  particular  case  repeated  prosecu- 
tions had  failed  in  their  object,  it 
became  necessary  carefully  to  consider 
the  question  whether  the  continuance  of 
a  fruitless  contest  with  the  parent  might 
not  have  a  tendency  to  produce  mis- 
chievous residts  by  excitmg  Sjrmpathy 
with  the  person  prosecuted,  and  thtu 
creating  a  more  extended  opposition  to 
the  law.   In  this  view  I  entirely  concur. 

Mr.  ADDISON :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  received  any  answer  from 
any  Board  of  Guardians  promising  com- 
pliance with  this  very  reasonable  re- 
quest ? 

*Mr,  RITCHIE :  It  was  not  a  c*im- 
munication  requiring  an  answer ;  it 
was  merely  an  intimation  to  be  received. 
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RETIRED  NAVAL  PAY  AND  CIVIL 
PENSIONS. 

Adhibal  field  (Sussex,  East- 
banrne) :  1  beg  to  ask  toe  Secretaty  to 
the  Treasury  with  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Treasury  have  refused  to  Avrard  a  full 
Civil  Service  pension  to  Dr.  Blaxall, 
R.N.,  late  Medical  Inspector  under  the 
Local  Government  Board,  on  his  retire- 
ment after  twenty -one  and  a  half  years' 
^e^vice,  although  the  Local  Government 
Board  specially  recommended  him  for 
tlie  maximum  allowance,  on  the  ground 
that  his  retired  naval  pay  must  be  taken 
into  account  when  arranging  for  his  re- 
tirement on  two-thirds  of  his  salary, 
whethei-  it  is  on  record  that  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  in  1872,  on  a  case 
i-eferred  to  them, 

"Gave  it  as  their  distinct  oi»nion  that 
there  is  a  valid  distioeUoa  between  naval 
half-pay  and  retired  pay,  aod  that  officers  in 
receipt  of  reUred  [.ay  are  oot  subject  to  the 
restnetioDB  relating  to  halt-pay 

and  whether,  in  view  of  subsequent 
decisions,  the  above  opinion  having  been 
invariably  followed  in  the  case  of  naval 
officers  on  retired  pay  entitled  to  Civil 
Service  pensions,  the  Treasury  will  re- 
consider tlieir  decision  as  affecting  Dr. 
Blaxall,  and  grant  him  the  pension  as 
recommended  by  the  Local  Government 
Board? 

*SieJOHN  GORST:  Dr.  Blaxall  has 
been  ti-eated,  in  the  award  of  his  pension, 
exactly  in  the  same  way  as  every  other 
Oivil  servant  who  is  entitled  to  retired 
pay  in  respect  of  previous  service  in  the 
Army  or  Navy.  He  has  been  granted 
wo  much  Civil  pension  as,  together  with 
his  retired  pay,  equals  two-thirds  of  his 
Civil  salary.  Such  a  limitation  is,  I 
oelieve,  within  the  intention  of  the  Super- 
annuation Acts,  and  it  is  made  in  all 
casw  in  virtue  of  the  full  and  final  dis- 
cretion given  by  those  Acts  to  the 
Treasury.  The  advice  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  to  Public  Departments  is 
oonfidential,  and  I  cannot  therefore  reply 
to  that  portion  of  the  question  which  re- 
fers to  an  opinion  stated  to  have  been 
fjiven  by  the  Law  Officers  in  1873. 

LICHFIELD  BENCH  OF  HAGI8- 
TRATEB. 

Sir  JOHN  SWINBURNE  (Stafford- 
shire, Lichfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 


whether  he  is  aware  thaton  30th  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  the  Justices' Clerk  of  the  City 
and  County  of  the  City  of  Lichfield  called 
the  attention  of  the  Lichfield  Town 
Council  to  the  existence  of  seven  va- 
cancies on  the  Bench  of  Magistrates,  and 
suggested  the  eJEpediency  of  adding  the 
names  of  qualified  gentlemen  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  Memorial  was  thereupon 
presented  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Citizens  of  the  City  and  County  of  the 
City  of  Lichfield  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
recommending  the  names  of  seven  citi- 
zens to  fill  the  existing  vacancies ;  if  he 
will  explain  why  for  sixteen  months  no 
notice  was  taken  of  this  Memorial,  when 
a  commission  was  returned  to  the  city 
containing  the  name  of  only  one  of  the 
seven  gentlemen  recommended  by  the 
Memorialists ;  ^^her  he  is  aware  that 
the  action  of  the  Lord  Ohuicellor  in  this 
matter  has  caused  great  dissatisfaction  in 
the  City  of  Lichfield ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  what  stepa,  if  any,  are  tt)  be 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Memorialists  ? 

Mh.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  that  about  the  time 
stated  his  attention  was  called  to  the 
state  of  the  Bench  at  Lichfield.  His 
Lordship,  in  discharge  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  rests  entirely  upon  him  in 
this  matter,  after  careful  inquiry  and 
conuderation,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  an  addition  of  three  Justices  was 
sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
case. 

Sib  JOHN  SWINBURNE:  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  did  the 
I«ord  Chancellor  receive  another  Memo- 
rial, not  from  the  Town  Council  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  1  am  not  aware. 

Sir  JOHN  SWINBURNE :  There 
is  a  general  impression  that  a  counter^ 
Memoiifd  was  sent. 

SUPEBVI8DRS  OF  INLAND  REVENUE. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  EVANS  (Southamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  he  explain  on  what 
grounds  expectant  supervisors  of  Inland 
Revenue  i"eceive  only  £240  per  year 
salary,  while  the  senior  first-class  officers 
supervised  by  them  will  this  year  attain 
a  salary  of  £250 ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  facts  that  expectant  supervisors 
and  expectant  inspectors  are  the  only 
classes  not  in  receipt  of  annual  incre- 
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mente,  although  some  years  must  be 
spent  in  the  grades,  that,  notwith- 
standing some  recent  concessions,  there 
are  districts  wherein  expectant  super- 
visors receive  only  £50  a  year  for  offi- 
ciatiDg^  though  having  to  live  away  from 
thdr  homes  uiey  cannot  maintain  them- 
selves properly  on  so  small  an  allowance  ; 
and  that  expectant  supervisors  form  but 
a  sm^l  body  (fifty),  their  case  will  be 
included  amongst  the  minor  questions 
affecting  Inland  Revenue  officials  now 
under  considerationf  with  a  view  to 
granting  an  adequate  officiating  allow- 
ance and  to  the  removal  of  the  anomaly 
of  paying  a  supervising  official  a  lo*er 
salary  than  that  received  by  one  he  may 
supervise,  as  prayed  for  inter  alia  in  the 
general  Petition  presented  last  year  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GosCHBN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  fact  stated  in  the 
first  para^^ph  is  correct ;  but  expectant 
flupn^isor*  are  really  officers  of  the  first 
class  acting  from  time  to  time  as  super- 
visons  and  when  promoted  to  be  ex^ec- 
tantsupervisors  they  receive  an  immediate 
increase  of  about  £40  a  year  more  than 
th^  were  receiving  or  were  entitled  to 
receive  according  to  their  standing  as 
first-class  officeii;.  Aununl  increments 
are  not  continuous  throughout  the  service 
in  any  of  the  classes.  The  position  of 
expectant  supervisor  is  a  transitional  or 
temporai-y  one,  occupied  for  about  three 
years  only.  Expectant  supervisors  re- 
ceive £50  a  year  for  cost  of  lodging  and 
extra  cost  of  living  away  from  home. 
This  is  considered  sufficient  when  the 
circumstance  is  taken  into  account  that 
they  also  receive,  when  officiating,  ou  an 
average  of  all  districts,  more  than  £20 
a  year  in  addition,  for  cost  of  living  when 
absent  from  their  lodging  during  the 
day.  Concessions  have  recently  been 
made  to  the  expectant  supervisors,  and 
notwithstanding  the  alleged  grievances 
the  number  of  applicants  for  tbe  position 
is  embarrassingly  in  excess  of  the  i-equire- 
ments  of  tbe  Department. 

NEW  FOREST  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  what  action  be  contem- 
plates taking  in  regard  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commissiou  upon  the  contemplated 
site  of  arifle  range  in  the  New  Forest? 

l£r.  Francis  Evans 


Mr.  BRODRICK  :  1  said  a  few  days 
ago  that,  having  regard  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  and  the  difficulties  indi- 
cated, my  right  hon.  Friend  is  not  pre- 
pared to  proceed  further  with  legislation. 
Proceedings  will  be  by  Provisional  Order 
in  a  future  Session. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  BOY  REAY. 
Sir  henry  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
(Durham,  S.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Hcnne  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  a  boy  named  Frederick  Reay, 
who  was  committed  to  an  indastrial 
school  at  West  Hartlepool  on  the  2nd 
March,  1892,  on  the  ground  of  continual 
absence  from  school ;  whether  it  has 
since  been  medically  certified  that  the 
boy's  eyesight  was  so  defective  that  he 
could  not  see  marks  or  diagrams  on  a 
blackboard,  and  that  it  was  on  this 
account  that  he  absented  himself ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  it  has  been  stated 
by  the  two  magistrates  who  committed 
him  that,  if  they  had  known  the  ciroain> 
stances  which  have  idnoe  tranq>ired,  he 
would  not  have  been  committed ;  anti 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
will  direct  his  discharge  from  the  indus- 
trial school,  and  allow  him  to  be  re- 
turned to  his  parents,  who  are  willing 
to  undertake  his  proper  education  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  This  case  has 
been  under  consideration,  and  I  have 
directed  the  boy  to  be  discharged. 

COAL  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  BAIRD  (Glasgow,  Central):  I 
b^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
difi*erence  of  price  between  Scotch  and 
Welsh  steam  coal  in  the  Clyde  and  Forth 
amounts  to  between  five  and  seven 
shillings  per  ton  in  favour  of  the  former ; 
and  whether,  as  the  best  Scotch  steam 
coal  is  fairly  free  from  smoke,  and  per- 
fectly suitable  for  cruising,  he  will,  if 
Her  Majesty's  Fleet  visits  the  coast  of 
Scotland  this  year,  ordtr  the  ships  to 
coal  there,  and  give  the  Scotch  coal  a  full 
and  effective  trial  ? 

Lord  OEOROE  HAMILTON : 
Welsh  coal  supplied  in  the'  Clyde  and 
Forth  is  more  expensive  than  Scotch 
coal,  but  this  additional  expense  i< 
assured  to  be  more  tliau  balanced  by  the 
advantages  derived  from  the  use  of 
Welsh  steam  coal.   The  long  and  care- 
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ful  trials  made  in  1889  fully  demonstrated 
the  superiority  of  Welsh  coal  for  steam- 
ing purposes,  and  no  further  trial  is 
likely  to  reverse  that  conclusion. 

Mb.  watt  (Glasgow,  Gamlachie) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that,  as 
^e  result  of  tests  made  about  the  year 
1866,  it  was  decided  that  one-third  Welsh 
and  two-thiji^s  North  Country  or  Scotch 
steam  coal  was  the  best  for  uniform  as 
well  as  rapid  combustion,  and  that  a 
Uinute  was  then  issued  to  that  effect, 
which  was  acted  upon  for  some  years ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  when  and  for 
what  reasons  the  diange  was  made  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  A 
certain  mixture  of  Welsh  and  North 
Country  coal — but  not  in  the  proportions 
stated  in  the  question — was  ordered,  in 
1869,  to  be  used  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  but  the  use  of  this  fuel  was  found 
to  be  so  unsatisfactory,  and  met  with 
jtuch  general  condemnation  in  the  Ser- 
vice, that,  in  the  year  1887,  it  was 
definitely  decided  that  North  Oountiy 
«oal  should  be  no  longer  supplied  fw 
steaming  purposes  in  the  Navy.  The 
reasons  for  the  disuse  of  the  North 
Country  coal  were  folly  explained  by  me 
in  1889  to  a  deputation  of  Members  of 
this  House  and  representatives  of  the 
North  Country  mining  industry. 

COUNTY   CESS  RECEIPTS. 

Mr.  KNOX :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cess 
collectors  in  Gavan  have,  by  direction  of 
the  Grand  Jury,  refused  or  omitted  to 
^ve  separate  receipts  for  county  cess 
under  the  Belief  of  Distress  Act,  1880, 
lialf  of  which  is  recoverable  from  the 
landlord,  or  in  any  way  to  separate  the 
amounts  levied  under  that  Act  from  the 
ordinary  cess ;  whether  £4,000  repayable 
by  the  landlords  has  ever  been  repaid  by 
them  owing  to  this  practice ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  prevoit  the  recur- 
rence of  this  abuse  ? 

Mr.  JAOESON  :  The  subject-matter 
•of  this  question  does  not  come  within 
ithe  cognizance  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
jnent.  I,  however,  caused  a  copy  of  this 
question  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
ifO  the  Grand  Jury  for  any  observations 
Idiey  might  desire  to  offer.  No  reply  has 
^  far  rrached  me. 


THE  REOISTBAR  OF  BELFAST 

COUNTY  COURT. 

Ma.  KNOX  (for  Br.  Tanner)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  the  attention  of  the  authorities 
has  been  directed  to  the  inconvenience 
occasioned  by  the  late  attendance  of  Mr. 
H.  M'Neill  M'Gormick,  Registrar  of  the 
Belfast  County  Court ;  is  he  aware  that 
Mr.  M'Gormi^  is  nearly  always  late  in 
his  attendance  at  Court,  occasionally 
many  hours  late,  and  that  on  Thursday, 
14th  April  last,  when  he  should  have 
attended  at  11.30,  he  did  not  come  until 
5  p.m.,  to  the  great  discontent  of  counsel 
and  clients  ;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  remedy  this  inconvenience  2 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  No  information  has  reached 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  question,  nor 
am  I  aware  of  any  complaints  having 
been  made  in  regard  to  it.  The  matter 
is  not  one  in  which  I  have  any  right  to 
interpose  or  any  right  to  inquire. 

THE  DISSOLUTION. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  I  think  it  is  antici- 
pated from  conversation  which  passed  on 
a  previous  occasion,  and  I  think  the 
House  will  be  anxious  to  know  whether 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
is  now  in  a  portion  to  make  a  final 
announcement  as  to  the  measures  to  be 
proceeded  with,  and  also  if  he  will  give  us 
some  definite  statement  as  to  the  day  for 
the  Dissolution  of  Parliament  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchestei-, 
E.):  Everybody,  I  think,  will  admit 
that  the  request  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  a  very  reasonable  one.  As  I 
understand  the  position  of  Public  Business 
it  is  this :  There  still  remain  on  the 
Paper  seventeen  Orders  of  the  Day.  I 
understand  from  my  right  hon.  Ftiend 
that  No.  13— Public  Authorities  Protec- 
tion Bill — is  not  one  which  the  Irish 
Government  desire  to  see  pressed,  and  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  omit  that.  The 
remaining  Orders  of  the  Day  can  pro- 
bably be  passed  into  law  without  any 
serious  delay  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  House 
of  Commons  is  concerned,  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  get  through  all  the 
measures  we  have  on  the  Papei'  by 
Wednesday  next,  unless,  indeed,  we  pro- 
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ceed  with  the  British  Oolumbia  Bill,  which, 
being  a  Money  Bill,  requires  a  separate 
day  for  each  one  of  its  stages,  and  which 
could  notf  therefore,  be  passed  before 
Thursday.  With  that  exception  we  can, 
I  believe,  get  through  all  the  bufflness 
on  the  Paper  by  Wednesday.  Nor  is 
that  general  view  of  our  prospects  at  all 
modified  by  the  fact  that  I  find  there 
are  four  Government  Bills  coming  down 
from  another  place,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  the  titles :  Fisheries  (Scotland) 
Bill,  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877,  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Forged  Ti-ansfer  Bill,  and  the 
Bills  of  Sale  Act  Amendment  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  Fisheries  (Scotland)  BUI,  I 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion  pointed 
out  to  the  House  that  this  was  a  measure 
which  I  was  led  to  understand  has 
excited  great  tiiterest  in  Scotland  ;  but  I 
do  not  beUeve  it  is  likely  to  be  opposed, 
as  it  u  not  of  a  controversial  character. 
I  hope  that  is  still  the  view  of  the  House, 
and  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
passing  that  Bill  into  law  before  Wednes- 
day. The  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877, 
Amendment  Bill  is  a  Bill  dealing  with 
a  verj'  small  subject ;  it  is  only  intended 
torectifycertainwrongor  informal  entries 
"with  regard  to  cei-tain  Colonial  Stock  in 
this  country.  The  Forged  Transfer  Bill 
and  the  Bills  of  Sale  Bill  are  Legal  Bills, 
more  or  less  important,  which  could  pass 
if  they  were  generally  assented  to ;  but 
which,  of  course,  the  Government  could 
not  and  wotdd  not  attempt  to  force 
down  the  throats  even  of  a  small  minority 
if  they  were  objected  to.  So  much  for 
the  business  that  we  have  to  get  through 
in  this  House,  and  I  may  say,  in  passing, 
I  think  we  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  efforts 
of  right  hon,  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who  have  enabled  us  to  trans- 
act so  rapidly  and  so  successfully  a  veiy 
large  mnas  of  important  Public  Business. 
The  Session,  however,  cannot  be  brought 
to  a  close  until  the  business  of  the  other 
House  is  fdso  brought  to  a  termination, 
and,  therefore,  I  see  do  prospect  of  being 
able  to  conclude  our  work  at  so  early  a 
date.  We  have  sent  up  a  very  large 
number  of  very  important  Bills ;  and,  so 
far  I  have  been  able  to  understiind  the 
procedure  in  another  place,  there  is  no 
probability,  or  oven  possibility,  of  these 
Public  Bills  being  dealt  with  before  the 
end  of  the  week.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
further,  and  in  some  respects  a  more  in- 
Ruperable,  difficulty  in  concluding  the 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


business  of  the  Session  arising  out  <^ 
certain  very  important  Provisional 
Orders,  which,  as  I  am  informed,  must 
lie  on  the  Table  for  a  certain  length  of 
time  —  seven  days  —  in  order  to  give- 
private  interests  which  may  be  affected 
power  to  appeal.  That  time  cannot  be 
shortened  without  violating  all  the 
tenets  of  public  equity,  which  both  Housea 
have  invariably  observed  ;  even  if  th* 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of  Lordft 
were  suspended  with  regard  to  thee» 
Provisional  Orders  it  would  not,  as  I 
understand,  be  possible  to  get  them 
through  before  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
a  very  great  deal  of  hardship  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  various  localities  con- 
cerned, for  if  they  were  not  passed  thesfr 
localities  could  not  obtain  the  water 
supplies,  and  other  matters  with  which 
the  Orders  deal,  until  another  year  has- 
elapsed.  Under  these  cironmBtances,  I 
should  propose  that  we  should  adjourn 
House  on  Wednesday.  Monday  must 
be  kept  open  in  case  we  have  to- 
deal  with  Lords'  Amendments,  and  I 
should  propose,  as  soon  after  that  as^ 
possible,  the  Dissolution  should  take- 
place  :  it  cannot  possibly  be  later  than. 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  in  next  week. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  intends  to  insist  on  passing 
Order  No.  1 7,  the  Archdeaccmry  m 
Cornwall  Bill  ?  He  said  he  was  un- 
willing to  press  a  certain  Bill  down  the 
throate  of  even  a  small  minority.  Does 
he  regard  this  as  a  Bill  that  ought  to  be 
pressed  down  the  throats  of  a  small 
minority  ? 


MOTIONS. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSE, 

Date  of  Pkorooation. 
Mr.  Labouchebe,  Member  for  the- 
Borough  of  Northampton,  rose  ixt  his 
place,  and  asked  leave  to  move  the- 
Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter 
of  urgent  public  importance — namely,. 
"  the  general  inconvenience  to  the 
Countiy  of  the  lengthened  period  Uk^ 
to  elapse  before  the  Prorogation  <« 
Parliament " ;  and  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  hanng  been  signified : — 
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'■  Ms.  LABOUCHERE:  My  observa- 
tions must  be  very  brief,  because  I  have 
already  almost  lost  my  voice  owing  to 
tliis  FroTc^tion  being  put  oS.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  statement  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  very  satis- 
factory to  Members  on  either  side  of  the 
Houf«.  It  appears  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  admits  that  we  have  done  our 
host  to  facilitate  the  conduct  of  business. 
We  have  done  tjjat,  and  we  are  told 
that,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned,  the 
Prorogation  could  take  place  next  Wed- 
nesday or  Thursday;  but',  owing  to  the 
ai-tion  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Uiis  tur- 
nrail  and  disquietude,  which  is  incident 
to  elections,  ih  to  be  continued  for  a  fur- 
ther week  or  two.  I  may  also  point  out 
that  our  great  object  on  this  side  of  the 
House  is  to  cheapen  elections  as  much  as 
possible,  and  that  every  day  after  a  con- 
test has  commenced  there  is  a  certain 
cost  to  candidates.  Therefore,  candi- 
dates unite  with  electors  in  wishing  that, 
as  F-oon  as  practically  it  is  announced 
that  the  Dissolution  is  to  take  place,  the 
Dissolution  should  take  place.  Now, 
what  are  we  told  the  Lords  ai-e  going  to 
do  ?  The  Lords  are  going,  calmly  and 
tjuietly,  absolutely  ignoring  the  feeling 
of  this  House  and  of  the  country,  to 
treat  their  business  as  if  time  were  no 
object.  We  are  anxious  to  give  the 
Lords  an  opportunity  of  looking  into 
Hills.  We  sent  up  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill  after  much  disciisNion  in 
t!ommittee,  in  order  to  give  the  Lords 
iin  opportunity  of  diacu-ssing  it.  They 
i\id  not  do  so.  We  met  again  on  Thurs- 
ilay.  The  Lnrdti  did  not  meet  on  Thurs- 
day. They  wanted  to  have  a  longer 
holi<la3-.  On  Monday  they  carried  the 
Stcond  Beading  of  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill.  ^N'aturally,  we  expected 
that  they  would  have  put  the  Bill  down 
for  Committee  on  Tuesday  or  on  Wed- 
nesday. I  do  not  say  for  a  moment  that 
it  was  due  to  Ascot  races  going  on ;  but, 
ns  a  matter  of  fact,  a  good  many  noble 
Ijords  did  go  to  Ascot,  and  the  Bill  was 
put  off  until  to-day.  Therefore,  we 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House,  because  I 
liope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  use 
the  great  influence  he  has  with  the  other 
House  in  order  to  induce  them  to  facili- 
tate business  by  sending  down  their 
Jtills  to  enable  ns  to  pass  theon  before 
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the  end  of  next  week.  And  I  move  the 
Adjournment  in  order  to  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  further  statement,  and  to  give  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  strengthening  the  arguments,, 
or  the  suggestions,  that  I  have  used  by 
many  of  the  cogent  reasons  which,  no- 
doubt,  will  occur  to  them. 

MQtion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  LitboucJiere.) 

(4.12.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby) :  At  last  we  have  had  avowed 
the  plan  whidi'  has  obviously  been  under 
condderation  for  a  long  time.  We  have 
been  asked  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
to  facilitate  the  public  business  of  the- 
country  and  of  the  (Jovemment ;  we  have 
agreed  to  and  supported  that  request ;  we^ 
have  carried  out  our  part  faithfully  and 
well.  But  all  the  time  the  Government 
had  in  reserve,  as  an  instrument  of 
obstruction,  the  House  of  Lords ;  and 
while  we  were  asked  to  pass  Bills  witJi 
very  little  (liscussion  in  this  House^ 
the  Prorogation  of  Parliament  is  to  be 
delayed  by  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Lords  at  the  instigation  of  the  Govern* 
ment.  And  what  is  the  object?  The 
object  is  to  prevent  a  large- 
number  of  electors  of  this  country  re- 
cording their  votes,  especially  the  poorer- 
members  of  the  community.  When  the 
London  Council  elections  took  place  a  few 
months  ago,  in  the  Tory  organs  it  was 
stated  that  the  success  of  the  Liberal 
Party  had  been  due  to  the  elections  tak- 
ing place  on  a  Saturday.  It  was,  there- 
fore, determined  that  a  day  should  be- 
fixed  for  the  Dissolution  which  should 
make  it  impossible  that  a  poll  should  be 
taken  in  the  boroughs  of  this  countzy- 
upon  a  Saturday ;  and  the  proof  of  it  is 
that  such  a  day  has  been  selected.  There- 
are  only  two  days  that  you  can  select 
which  would  make  it  impossible  under 
any  circumstances  for  a  poll  to  be  taken- 
upon  a  Saturday,  and  these  are  the  two 
days  of  the  week  named  hy  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Ti-easury — namely,  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday.  If  you  took  any 
other  day  the  poll  might  take  place  upon 
a  Saturday.  These  are  the  two  day^ 
which  make  it  impossible,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly well  known  that  preventing  the- 
poll  on  a  Saturday  is  preventing  many 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  men  from 
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reoording  their  votes.    I  can  speak  of 
my  own  constituencjr.     When  I  was 
there  the  other  day  I  asked  what  is  the 
•day  upon  which  the  largest  number  of 
■votee  can  be  polled.   There  is  a  large 
jxnmber  of  working  men  in  the  railway 
works  there,  and  a  great  many  of  these 
in  the  employment  of  the  Midkrnd  Bail- 
way  are  abiseut  dimng  the  whole  week. 
They  only  return  to  their  homes  upon 
*he  Saturday,  and  they  go  away  on  the 
Monday  morning.     Hundreds  of  these 
men   will    be    disfranchised    fay  Her 
Majesty's  Government  using  the  House 
of  Lords  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away 
the  votes  of  the  working  men  of  this 
country.    You  think  you  will  gain  by 
this  trickery.    In  my  opinion,  yo\x  will 
lose  by  it.  The  resentment  and  the  indig- 
nation which  will  be  raised  by  this  con- 
trivance throughout  the  country  will,  in 
my  opinion,   rally   against   you  many 
thousand  more  votes  than  you  will  gain 
by  this  design.    Now,  if  you  had  issued 
the  Writs  on  Saturday  next  it  would  not 
have  compelled  the  polling  to  have  been 
taken  upon  a  Saturday.  Nobody  has  ever 
■asked  that;  nobody  haseverwished  that. 
.All  that  we  ask  is  that  there  should  be 
.An  opportunity  given  that,  in  the  places 
where  it  is  most  convenient,  in  the  places 
where  it  would  admit  of  a  lai^er  number 
■of  men  voting  than  would  otherwise  do 
40,  the  poll   should  be  taken  on  a 
-Saturday ;  and  if  you  had  issued  the 
Writs  next  Saturday,  as  you  could  do, 
■and  as  you  know  you  could  do,  and  as  I 
will  prove  you  could  do,  and,  according 
to  all  former  practice.s  ycu  would  have 
•done,  what  would  have  been  the  days  ? 
The  earliest  day  would  have  been  the 
Friday  following.   The  Saturday  would 
have  been  open,  the  Monday,  and  the 
TueBday.    These  would  have  been  the 
four  days  upon  which  the  poll  ooold  be 
taken ;  yet  you  have  selected  the  day 
which  you  knew  must  exclude  Saturday. 
And  upon  what  pretence  ?  Let  anybody 
who  has  any  experience  or  knowledge  of 
the  conduct  of  public  business  ask  whe- 
ther, with  the  Bills  sent  up  at  the  close 
of  a  Session,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
Loi-ds  in  foi-mer  days  to  demand  a  long 
time  for  their  consideration.    Why,  we 
know  how  they  have  swallowed  them 
whole  rather  than  sit  for  half-an-hour. 
What  has  been  the  history  of  the  past 
week  ?  There  has  been  a  Bill  which  th^ 
consider,  I  suppose,  of  great  conse- 
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quence — the  Small  Agricultural  Holdings 
Bill.  That  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Hooae 
of  Commons  before  Whitsuntide.  What 
has  the  House  of  Lords  been  doing  since  * 
Whitsuntide — this  Assembly,  whK;h  re- 
quires 60  much  time  to  consider  all  these 
measures  carefully — what  has  it  been 
doing  since  Whitsuntide  with  the  Small 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  ?  Their  Lord* 
ships  met  together  upon  the  Monday, 
and  the  Government  announced  that  it 
intends  to  strike  out  of  the  Bill,  I  was 
going  to  say  almost  the  only  Uheral  pro- 
vision, which  they  accepted  under  the 
pressure  of  both  sides  of  this  Houm. 
That  is  all  thOT  have  been  doing  all  this 
week.    Why  has  the  House  of  Lords 
not  been  sitting  to  consider  Bills  during 
the  present  week  ?   Why,  because  they- 
were  meant  to  spend  next  week  or  the 
next  ten   days   upon   those  measures 
which  have  been  refeired  to  them  !  Now, 
as  to  the  Bills  which  we  have  sent  np,  I 
undertake  to  say  that,  according  to  the 
practice  of  Parliament  in  former  dayti, 
the  House  of  Lords  would  not  have 
required  a  week  or  ten  days  to  dis- 
pose of  them.    We  all  know  pei'fectly 
well  that  they  would  have  been  dis- 
posed of  in  a  couple  of  days,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  House  c/t  Lords 
in  formw  Parliaments.     The  Money 
Bills,  of  course,  could  be  disposed  of  in 
one  day,  aa  they  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders ;  and  as  to  the  rest  of  the  Bilk, 
which  we  have  disposed  of  iu  two  days, 
will  anybody  say  that   the  House  of 
Lords  could  not  dispose  of  them  in  two 
days,  if  we  coidd  do  so,  after  we  have  sent 
them  up  from  this  House  ?    I  think  the 
nature  of  this  delay,  and  the  object  of 
this  delay,  will  become  apparent.  I 
cannot  think  that  it  has  been  a  very 
prudent  course  on  behalf  of  the  Govem- 
ment  to  employ  the  House  of  Lords  for 
audi  a  purpose  as  this.   I  think  it  will 
be  thoroughly  understood  throughout 
the     country.      (Cheers.^     Yes  ;  we 
will  take  care  that   it  is  thoroughly 
understood ;  we  will  make  it  understood 
to  every  one  of  those  men  whom  you  do 
not  intend  to  poll  on   Saturday,  and 
whom  you  will  have  deprived  of  the 
franchise,   what   is  the  object  of  this 
performance ;  and  we  will  let  them  also 
understoud  that  upon  the  great  issue 
that  is  put  before  the  countxy  you  have 
aiTanged  your  proceedings  so  that  by  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Lords  yon  may,  as 
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^ar  as  possible,  disfranchise  the  working 
men  in  the  constituencies. 

(4.20.)  The  FIRST  LORD  op  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  £.)  :  The  attack  of  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman,  both  upon  the 
House  of  Lords  and  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, appears  to  me  to  be  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary-  and  one  of  the 
most  unfounded  that  even  it  has  been 
^given  to  bfai,  in  his  ransiderable  Parlia- 
mentary experience  of  such  attacks,  to 
■make  in  this  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  think,  when  I 
-■stated  that  that  House  would  probably 
xequire  next  week  to  consider  the 
measures  that  we  have  sent  up  to  them, 
that  I  was  indicating  that  the  House  of 
Lords  were  asking  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  time  they  could  to  consider 
the  legislation  which  they  are  expected 
to  pass.  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  what  that  legislation  is — of  its 
:anu)unt,  or  oS  its  quality  ?  He  talks  as 
thoi^h  it  was  the  practice  of  the  House 
of  Lords  at  the  end  of  the  Session  to 
•deal  with  Bills  of  the  kind  they  will  have 
ix>  deal  with  next  week  in  a  day,  or  two 
'days.  He  expects,  because  the  right 
ihon.  Gentleman  happens,  in  the  borough 
•of  Derby,  to  wish  an  election  on  the 
Saturday,  that  therefore  the  House  of 
Lords  are  to  suspend  all  their  Standing 
Orders.  I  deny  that  it  is  the  practice  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  or  that  they  can 
4>e  reasonably  expected,  to  suspend  their 
Standing  Orders  on  such  Bills,  and  1 
•deny  that  they  can  reasonably  be  asked 
to  do  so. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOURT  :  I  did 
not  say  that  they  should  suspend  theii* 
Standing  Orders.  My  statement  was 
that  the  Bills  which  have  been  sent  up  to 
the  Lords  in  the  last  two  days  could  be 
•dealt  with  by  the  House  of  Lords 
between  Monday  and  Thursday  next, 
.and  that,  without  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders  at  all.  Tbere  is  not 
the  least  necessity  for  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders. 

Me.  BALFOUR:  If  the  House  of 
Lords  were  to  follow  their  ordinary 
procedure — and  I  cannot  see  why  they 
■are  not  to  follow  their  ordinary  procedure 
— in  dealing  with  Bills,  for  example,  so 
important  and  so  complicated  as  that  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jackson) 
in  connection  with  Irish  Education — it  is 
4ibsurd  to  expect  the  House  of  Lords  to 


deal  with  that  Bill  before  Thursday  next. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  belongs  to 
that  class  of  politicians  which  dasires  to 
abolish  the  House  of  Ix>rds.     By  all 
means  abolish  the  House  of  Lords,  if  you 
can.    That  may  be  a  perfectly  le^timate 
object  of  public  policy ;  but  so  long  as  the 
House  of  Lords  is  an  integral  portion  of 
our  Constitution,  in  Heaven's  name,  at 
all  events,  allow  the  House  of  Lords  to 
fulfil  the  duties  which  are  entrusted  to 
them  by  the  Constitution.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  no  allusion  to  a 
matter  which  I  suppose  affects  him  very 
little — namely,  the  extreme  desirability, 
if  possible,  of  getting  various  Provisional 
Orders  through  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
which  I  adverted  in  the  brief  statement 
I  made  just  now.    These  Provisional 
Orders  cannot   by  any  possibility  be 
hurried.   The  very  briefest  time  allowed 
will  carry  them  over  next  week,  and  I 
utterly  fail  to  see  why  we  are  to  saci'ifice, 
not  the  House  of  Lcnrds,  or  their  discus- 
sions, but  the  interest  of  all  the  com- 
munities in  whose  behalf,  and  for  whose 
sake,  these  Provisional  Orders  are  to  be 
passed,  merely  in  order  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
may  have  an  election  in  Derby  on  a  Satur- 
day.   There  is  one  other  point  which  h  is 
to  be  borne  in  mind.    I  think  it  is  of 
importance,  though  not  of  quite  such 
importance  as  those  to  which  I  have 
ali-eady  adverted.    There  are  at  tliis 
moment  befoi*e  the  House  of  Lords  one 
or  two  Private  Bills  in  the  very  first 
rank  of  impcvtanoe.    It  is  possible  for 
us — Mid,  of  course,  we  shall  do  it— to 
pass  a  Resolution  by  which,  even  if  those 
Bills  are  not  pajwed,  the  money  spent  in 
promoting  them   shall   not  be  wholly 
wasted.    It  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Bills  should  pass  in  the  coui-se 
of   the  present  Session ;   but  what  is 
most  expedient  and  most  desirable  in 
that  the  Committee  stage  of  such  a  Bill 
as  the  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincoln- 
shire Railway  should  be  got  through, 
and  even  if  the  Bill  cannot  pass  into 
law  this  Session — which  I  am  afraid  is 
very  mdikely — that  enormous  investiga- 
tion should  not  be  cut  in  half  before 
the  Committee  which  is  now  carrying  it 
on.    Now,  I  do  not  put  that  in  the  first 
rank  of  importance ;  I  do  not  say  that 
the  whole  business  of  the  country  should 
be  made  to  stand  still  on  account  of  a 
Private  Bill|  however  lai^e ;  but  I  say 
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thiit  when  we  are  considei-iug  what ' 
course  the  House  of  Lords  should  pursue 
in  this  matter  we  must  not,  and  cannot, 
leave  out  of  sight  the  immense  private 
interests  involved  in  such  legislation  as 
that  to  which  I  have  ventured  to  advert. 
If  it  be  admitted — as  I  think  it  must  be 
admitted — that  the  House  of  Lords  are 
only  asking  what  is  reasonable  when  they 
demand  a  week  to  discuss,  I  do  not  know 
how  many,  but  twenty,  tiiirty,  or  forty 
Bills  which  we  have  sent  up,  among  which 
is  included  a  Bill  of  such  immense 
importance  and  of  so  controversial  a 
character  as  that  which  has  lately  been 
in  charge  in  this  House  of  my  right  hon. 
tViend  t!ie  Chief  Secretitry  for  Ireland, 
I  t'.iink  I  have  done  enough  to  show  the 
House  and  the  country  that  we  are  not 
asking  anything  unreasonable  for  the 
House  of  Lords  in  giving  them  that 
length  of  time  to  discuss  their  business. 
Wliat  is  the  objection  to  the  House  cf 
Lords  having  this  very  moderate  period 
for  debating  these  Bills  t  The  objection 
is  that  if  the  Dissolution  takes  places  on 
ono  of  two  days  next  week  it  will  be 
found  difficult,  and  perhaps  impossible, 
to  have  the  election  on  a  Saturday,  and 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  works  himself 
up  into  a  storm  of  virtuous  indignation 
over  the  iniquities  of  a  Government 
which  should  so  arrange  matters  that  the 
elections  should  not  be  on  a  Saturday. 
Tlie  first  observation  I  have  to  make  upon 
that  is  that  the  Statutes  by  which  the 
times  of  elections  are  fixed  have  often 
been  under  consideration  in  this  House, 
and  never  was  it  professed  that  the  Bis- 
solation  should  not  take  place  on  certain 
days  because  of  its  operation  in  connec- 
tion with  a  Saturday  election.  Possibly 
the'  point  never  occurred  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
at  that  time.  I  do  not  dwell  upjn 
that ;  but  I  point  to  the  experience  we 
have  actually  had  in  this  matter,  I  am 
given  to  understand  that  in  1885  only 
two  London  borotighs  polled  on  Saturday 
and  eight  county  boroughs ;  and  in 
1886  only  two  London  boroughs  and 
thirty-one  county  elections  polled  on 
Saturday.  I  conclude  from  that  that 
it  is  not  the  view  of  those  in  the  counti-y 
who  are  responsible  for  these  things  that 
Saturday  is  the  bestd;iy ;  and  I  am  bound 
to  say — although  I  do  not  pi-ofess  to 
have  the  electioneeiing  experience  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
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Derby  —  that  such  considerations  as 
have  been  brought  before  me  in  this- 
particular  would  certainly  not  induce 
me,  if  I  wei-e  a  returning  officer,  to  fix 
an  election  on  Saturday.  I  must  point 
out  certain  very  large  errors  ^f  fact  in 
the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  as.serted  that  the  London- 
County  Council  elections  took  place  on  a 
Saturday,  and  that  certain  Conservative- 
newspapers  stated  that  the  auocess  of  the 
Progressive  Party  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  elections  were  on  a  Saturday, 
and  be  concludes  from  that  that 
Saturday  is  the  proper  day  on  which> 
to  hold  an  election.  But  we  must 
examine  the  facts  more  closely  before- 
we  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion. 
What  are  the  true  principles  which 
should  determine  this  House  when 
it  deals  with  matters  of  this  kind  {' 
What  we  desire,  and  what,  I  suppose 
from  his  speech,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man desires,  is  that  the  very  largest 
number  of  people  possible  should  be- 
allowed  to  go  to  the  poll,  without  in> 
flicting  upon  thton  a  pecuniary  fine.  As 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  Saturday  i» 
the  most  disfranchising  of  all  days.  Before- 
the  extension  of  the  hours  of  polling  to 
eight  o'clock,  no  doubt  it  was  perfwtly 
true  that  to  have  an  election  on  any  other- 
day  than  Saturday  disfranchised  large- 
and  important  masses  of  the  working 
classes.  Now  that  the  hours  of  polling 
have  been  extended  to  eight  o'clock,  I 
cannot  believe  that  any  disfranchisement 
of  a  large  kind  can  operate  with  regard 
to  the  working  classes ;  but  if  you  choose- 
to  have  your  elections  on  Saturday,  yon 
must  di^ranchise  an  enormous  multitnde- 
of  snuller  tradesmen  in  the  large  towns,, 
who  are  obliged  to  keep  their  shops  open 
till  late  on  Saturday  night,  and  who  can- 
not go  to  the  poll  without  making  ai 
distinct,  and  for  them  important,  pecu- 
niary sacrifice.  Therefore,  if  the  re- 
turning officers  insisted  in  any  case  on 
having  the  poll  on  Saturday — though  no 
doubt  they  would  be  acting  within  their- 
right,  and  I  should  never  criticise  their- 
action — still  it  appears  tomethattheresult- 
of  their  action  would  be,  not  to  enfranchise,, 
but  to  disfranchise,  those  on  whom 
Parliament  has  bestowed  the  privil^e 
of  returning  Members  oS  Farliamenfr. 
There  is  another  class,  not  indeed  afaeo- 
lutely  disfranchised,  but  something  very 
like  it,  by  an  election  on  Saturday.  The- 
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-Jews  are  not  a  very  large  section  of  the 
population,  except  in  certain  consti- 
tuencieg ;  but  in  some  cases,  both  in  London 
And  the  country,  they  are  a  very  large 
4ind  very  important  element  in  the  con- 
stituencies, and  they  are  pi-actically 
disfranchised  by  any  returning  oflicer 
who  insists  on  having  the  election  on  a 
Saturday.  There  are  other  and  sub- 
sidiary objections  on  which  I  do  not  care 
to  dwell,  but  I  think  that  mauy 
persons  must  be  painfully  aware  of  the 
fact  that  au  election  on  a  Saturday  may 
.often,  has  often,  and  may  again,  produce 
scenes  of  drunkenness  and  disorder.  Hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  belong  to  the 
teetotal  party,  but  I  suppoBe  they  will 
Admit  that  an  election  is  frequently  ac- 
companied by  scenes  of  drunkenness  and 
•disorder.  Ajiother  result  of  having  the 
•election  on  a  Saturday  in  that  a  vast 
■amount  of  Sunday  labour  is  thrown  on 
the  various  classes  of  the  community  con- 
nected with  the  working  of  an  election. 
I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  these  points, 
as  being  comparable  in  importance  with 
the  disfranchising  effect  of  a  Saturday 
election.  I  only  quote  them  as  circum- 
stances which  should  not  be  left  out  of 
■account.  I  should  not  have  gone  into 
this  question  of  the  day  of  the  week  on 
-which  an  election  should  or  should  not 
be  held  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  dragged  me  into  it.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  controversy,  and  I  am  not 
■afraid  of  it  ;  but  the  fact  that  we  cannot 
finish  our  busine^;  this  week  has  nothing 
to  do,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  an  elec- 
tion on  a  Saturday.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
{possibility  of  getting  through  public 
business ;  and  I  say  distinctly — having 
made  the  best  endeavotu*  I  can  to  dis- 
cover what  the  views  are  of  those  who 
Are  better  acquainted  than  I  can  be  with 
the  business  of  the  House  of  Lords — 
that  it  is  impassible  for  that  Assembly  to 
deal  with  the  enormous  mass  of  business 
-we  have  sent  up  to  them  before  the  day 
I  have  mentioned.  I  hope  the  House 
will  feel  that,  at  all  events,  the  way  of 
hastening  the  election  is  not  to  move 
the  Adjournment  of  the  House,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  will  not  support  the 
Motion. 

(4.35.)  Mr.  W.  E.  'GLADSTONE 
(Edinburgh,  Midlothian) :  I  should  wish, 
Bir,  to  endeavour  to  brush  one  or  two 
cobwebs  out  of  the  way,  as  a  preliminaiy 
operation.  Beferring  to  what  was  stated 
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by  my  right  hon.  Friend,  and  what  I 
believe  is  an  indisputable  &ct,  as  to  the 
great  r^ison  alleged  by  the  OonaervtAive 
newspapers  of  London  for  the  success  of 
the  Progressive  Party  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion— namely,  that  it  was  because  the 
election  was  held  on  a  Saturday — we 
now  see  how  much  weight  Her  Majesty's 
Government  assign  to  reasons  alleged 
in  Conservative  newspapers.  It  could 
have  had  nothuig  whatever  to  do  with 
the  success  of  the  Progressive  Party. 

Mr.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  disfranchise- 
ment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  So  that  the 
success  of  the  Progressive  Taxty  tended 
i-ather  to  disfranchisemoit  in  the  view 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Then,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said — it  was  a 
piece  of  Parliamentary  fencing — that  the 
question  we  wei-e  discussing  was  whether 
the  election  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Hur- 
court)  should  or  should  not  be  held  on  a 
Saturday,  that  it  was  convenient  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  that  that  day 
should  be  chosen,  and  consequently  he 
had  made  this  extraordinary  attack 
on  the  Government.  Now,  Sii*,  my 
opinion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend's 
position  at  Derby  is  this — that  it  does 
not  signify  one  pin  to  him  on  what  day 
of  the  week  the  Section  may  take  place  ; 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  fix 
it,  if  they  please,  on  suchdayastheysliall 
select,  and  at  such  hour  of  the  day  as  they 
shall  select,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend 
would  be  entirely  unapproachable  by  any 
one  of  them,  or  by  the  whole  of  them, 
in  the  confidence  of  the  constituency  of 
Derby.  Then  there  are  two  subjecte  in 
the  main  which  have  been  raised  before 
us,  and  the  first  is  as  to  the  House  of 
Loids.  It  appears — to  my  olM»rvat;on 
and  memory  for  the  first  time— that  the 
House  of  Lords  is  in  the  habit  of 
giving  such  cheerful  and  careful 
attention  to  the  Bills  that  go  to  the 
House  of  Lords  from  this  House,  tl.at 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  them  to  get 
through  the  business  in  less  than  the 
whole  of  next  week — closing,  if  I  undei-- 
stood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rightly, 
with  the  Monday  of  the  next  w^eek. 
It  is  quite  impossible  for  them  to  do 
the  business  in  less  than  that  time. 
Now,  what  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
see  is  this — ^that  the  Bills  that  have 
occupied  this  House  for  months  are 
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disposed  of  in  the  Honse  of  Lords  in 
days.  The  House  of  Lords  has  not  been 
eichausted  by  its  recent  labours.  The 
work  of  the  House  of  Lords  during  the 
present  week  has  not  been  of  an  over- 
[wwering  character.  My  right  hon. 
Fiiend  ha**  pointed  out — and  I  entirely 
support  what  he  says — that  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  of 
next  week  are  available,  compatibly  with 
a  Dissolution  next  week,  for  the  despatch 
of  its  business.  It  will  be  curious  to 
vi'atch  the  hours  on  those  days  of  next 
week  during  which  the  House  of  Lords 
— in  that  self-sacrificing  way  which 
always  distinguishes  it — shall  devote 
itself  to  the  consideration  of  these 
nieasui-es.  Of  course,  I  take  it  for 
gi-anted,  from  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  that  it  is  the  inteiitii>n 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday,  to  meet  at  three  or  four  o'clock, 
or  whatever  the  time  may  be,  and  to 
sit  steadily  until  twelve  o'clock  for  the 
consideration  of  these  Bills.  Manifestly 
this  is  the  first  demand  we  are  entitled 
to  make  upon  them.  Will  they  do  it  ? 
No,  Sir,  nothing  of  the  sort ;  it  cannot 
be  done.  They  may  request  a  few  Peers 
to  speak ;  they  may  put  the  Whips 
in  motion  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up 
what  may  be  called  bogus  Debates ;  but  I 
defy  them,  with  all  their  efforts,  to  make 
a  show  of  business  which  shall  occupy 
them  even  the  time  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  pointed  out  as  amply  sufficient 
for  the  disdiarge  of  this  business.  No, 
Sir ;  my  recollection  of  the  House  of 
Loi^Js  is  this  :  that  during  all  the  years 
of  my  Fftrliamentary  remembrance— and 
Heaven  knows  thm  are  qnice  enough 
of  them — there  has  not  been  a  single 
occasion  on  which  the  Honse  of 
Lords  haa  been  set  up  to  create 
a  difficulty  until  the  occasion  has 
now  arisen.  The  House  of  Lords 
is  the  most  accommodating,  is  the  most 
elastic,  and  is  the  most  squeezable  body, 
so  far  as  procedure  is  concerned,  that 
has  ever  discharged  legislative  functions. 
I  will  not  say  that  I  denounce,  but  I 
must  protest  against  the  whole  attempt 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Oovemment  to  set  up  these  necessities 
of  the  Honse  of  Lords  to  have  prolonged 
and  repeated  Sittings  for  the  purpose  of 
dischai'ging  business  which  we  know  to 
be  perfectly  capable  <rf    being  gone 

Mr,  Gladstone 


through  during  the  time  pointe<]  out. 
It  is  one  of  the  idlest  and  thinnest 
fictions  that  has  ever  been  set  up  for 
the  purpose  of  entrapping  an  unwary 
Parliament  and  an  unwary  public — if 
such  a  public  thei-e  were  in  this  country, 
and  I  suspect  there  is  not.  We  know" 
very  well  that  when  we  are  talking  of 
the  House  of  Lords  we  are  talking  of 
the  GovernmeLt.  ("No,  no!")  That  is- 
our  humble  and  respectful  opinion.  Oh^ 
I  know  there  are  certain  points  oa 
which  the  House  of  Lords  will  rebel  on 
certain  occasions ;  but  those  are  isolated 
cases— when  the  House  of  Lords  is- 
touched  in  a  tender  place — when  un- 
questionably it  will,  if  galled,  wince  and 
make  even  the  Government,  with  whom 
they  fully  agree,  feel  the  effect  of  their 
wincing  ;  but  for  all  ordinary  purposes, 
for  the  discharge  of  business,  the  House- 
of  Lords,  if  not  under  the  control  of  the- 
Government,  gives  a  willing,  a  ready,  a 
loyal,  and  universal  assent  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  Conse- 
quently, we  perfectly  understand  that  it 
is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who,  with  a 
certain  limited  amount  of  aid  from  the 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Iincoln8hir& 
Railway  Bill,  has  set  up  this  remarkable 
defence  for  the  postponement  of  tho 
Dissolution.  Then  we  come  to  the 
question  of  the  effect  of  disfranchise- 
ment produced  by  the  choice  of  one  day 
or  the  other ;  and  here  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  set  up  the  case  that  Saturday 
was  a  disfranchising  day.  Why  is  it  a 
disfranchising  day?  It  is  a  disfran- 
chising day  for  two  reai«)n8.  The  Jews 
— that  most  worthy  and  excellent  body 
of  men — have  been  paraded  before  us  as> 
a  reason  vhy  tiiere  should  be  no  Section 
on  a  Saturday,  the  fact  being  tlu^  in 
forty-nine  out  of  fifty  constituencies  in 
the  country  there  is  not  a  single 
Jew  in  the  constituency.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  there  are 
constituencies  where  there  are  large 
fractions  of  Jews.  Very  well,  Sir,  and 
if  there  are  such  constituencies,  let  the 
returning  officers  take  that  into  considera* 
tion.  We  do  not  ask  to  have  the 
elections  fixed  on  a  Saturday,  but  we  ask 
that  it  should  be  left  open  to  the  return- 
ing officer  to  fix  the  election  for  a  Sator- 
day.  So  I  think  I  have  dispdsed  of  the 
Jews.  Then  there  is  the  case  of  the 
small  tradesmen.  What  is  to  become  of 
them?   If  you  have  an  election  on  a 
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Saturday  no  small  tradesman  can  vote 
without  inflicting  on  his  business  a  fear- 
ful loss,  and  putting  him,  perhaps,  in 
danger  of  the  Gazette.  Why  cannot  a 
small  tradesman  vote,  as  I  believe  he 
always  does,  in  the  daytime  2  He  is  not 
dependent  on  the  extension  of  the  poll 
to  eight  o'clock,  aa  the  workman  is.  The 
small  tradesman's  pressure  of  business 
does  not  commence  at  those  hours  when 
the  poll  commences.  Therefore  the 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  is 
that  there  will  not  be  a  sin^e  small 
tradesman  or  a  single  big  tradesman 
throughout  the  country  disfranchised. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  formed 
the  opinion  that  Saturday  is  an  incon- 
venient day  altogether  ;  and  I  must  say 
that  we  are  so  far  indebted  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  laid  down  a 
sound  principle,  and  said  we  ought  to 
have  the  day  which  is  the  least  dis- 
franchising. The  answer  is  that  it  ought 
to  be,  at  the  vei-y  least,  left  open  to  the 
i-eturning  officer ;  we  ought  not  to  pre- 
clude him  from  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
cretion, and  have  the  election  on  Saturday 
if  he  so  thinks  fit.  Who  are  the  persons 
raainly  interested  ? '  I  think  I  have  given 
him  a  fair  answer  for  the  Jews — let  them 
be  considered  by  the  returning  officer.  I 
think,  too,  I  have  given  him  a  fair 
answer  for  the  small  tradesmen — they 
have  the  whple  forenoon  and  afternoon 
at  their  disposal.  But  what  ai-e  we  to 
say  for  the  working  men  of  this  country  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  suppose, 
will  be  inclined  to  admit  that  the  work- 
ing men  of  this  country  are  at  all  events 
entitled  to  have  an  opinion,  and  that  they 
might  entertain  an  opinion  entitled  to  mwm 
attention  on  the  question  of  which  is  the 
best  day  for  the  election.  The  working 
men  of  this  country  form  the  large 
majority  of  the  constituents.  Our  con- 
tention is  that  in  the  boroughs  the 
Saturday  is  by  far  the  best  day,  the  day 
of  least  disfranchisement — the  only  day 
for  perfectly  free  voting ;  and  conse- 
quently, theworking  men  being  themost 
numerous  class  in  uiis  countiy,  the  day 
on  which  the  nation  can  most  freely 
and  adequately  exercise  the  suffrage. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  has  had  some 
evidence  put  before  him  on  this  subject. 
I  had  an  opportunity  yesterday  of  re- 
ceiving a  deputation  of  working  men, 
who,  undoubtedly,  whether  they  repre- 
sented the  whole  working  class  of  the 
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country  or  not,  are  representative  to  a 
very  large  extent — ^unquestionably  repre- 
sentative— of  tbe  Metropolis ;  and  un- 
doubtedly this  question  is  more  impor- 
tant in  the  Metropolis  than  anywhere 
else.  What,  Sir,  is  their  view  ?  They  in- 
formed me  that  they  had  presented  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spontaneously — 
not  any  influence  from  above,  and  not' 
as  the  result  of  any  political  machinations^ 
but  spontaneously — a  Memorial  settin^f- 
forth  on  their  behalf  that  Saturday  is  the 
day  on  which  they  can  most  ea»ly  and 
freely  vote ;  that  if  Saturday  be  not 
appointed  in  many  cases  a  considerable- 
disfranchisement  of  .their  class  will  take 
place,  and  that  consequently  there  ought 
to  be  a  free  discretion  to  fix  the  election 
on  Saturday.  I  think  that  is  a  moderate 
contention,  and  T  cannot  help  stating 
that,  in  my  opinion.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  been  very  ill-advised  in 
taking  a  course — a  courso  which  they 
might  have  avoided — which  will  prevent 
what,  the  working  classes  themselves- 
believe  to  be  the  best  means  of  allomng 
them  fully  and  adequately  to  exercise  the 
sufitage.  The  construction  placed  upon 
the  matter  would  undoubtedly  be  that 
whatever  the  profession  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  be  as  to  the  propriety  of 
appointing  the  day  of  least  disfranchise- 
ment, his  action  is  not  in  conformity 
with  that  profession,  and  that  he  and  the 
Government  to  which  he  belongs  have 
deliberately  and  advisedly  adopted  an 
arrangement  for  the  Dissolution  of 
Pwliament  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
working  men  themselves,  will  make  it 
impossible  for  them  to  exercise  t^e 
franchise  in  that  large  and  unrestricted 
manner  in  whidi  it  was  the  desire  of ' 
Parliament,  and  in  which  it  is  for  the 
t>enefit  of  the  country,  that  it  should 
be  exercised. 

(4.49.)     Me.    JAMES    STUART ' 
(Shoreditch,  Hoxton) ;   The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  about  to  take  a  step  which  will 
have   the  effect   of  disfranchising  the  - 
working  men  of  London.    There  can  be 
no  doubt  about  it.   His  argument  about 
the  small  shopkeepers  is  worth  nothing 
at  all.   The  working  men  believe  that . 
they  can  vote  in  larger  numbers  on 
Saturday  than  on  any  other  day.  Tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  quoted  the  ex- 
perience in  past  elections.  There  are  very 
few  constituencies  in  London  in  which 
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■the  returning  officers  are  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Party  opposite,  and  thes^e 
returning  officers  must  have  been  con- 
vinced by  the  experience  of  the  5th  March 
last  that  the  day  on  which  London  could 
really  poll  is  on  a  Saturday,  and  on 
that  day  alone.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  got  up  a  case  about  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  says  that  there 
will  be  delay  because  the  House  of 
Lords  cannot  dispose  of  their  business 
In  the  tune.  If  that  is  so,  the  House  of 
Lords  is  to  blame. 

Mr.  BALFOUR :  How  can  that  be, 
-when  only  to-day  this  House  sent  up 
■to  the  House  of  Lords  a  most  important 

Bill? 

Mr.  STUART :  They  have  a  week 
in  which  to  get  through  the  business. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  his 
whole  hand,  for  his  speech  was  dead 
against  a  Saturday  brang  chosen  for  the 
«lection.  When  answering  the  question 
I  put  to  him,  he  chose  to  regard  it  as 
one  asking  the  Government  to  declare 
dn  favour  of  a  Satui'day.  We  only  want 
to  be  free  to  have  a  Saturday,  and  that 
is  a  very  moderate  request  indeed.  The 
public  will  be  able  to  judge  with  regard 
to  it  for  themselves.  There  is  a  marked 
difference  between  Saturdayand  anyother 
•day,  and  we  say  that  the  election  ought 
to  take  place  on  the  day  wliich  we  are 
•convinced  is  the  most  convenient  for  the 
masses  of  the  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  that  he  is  in  favour 
of  better  r^istration  laws,  but  he  and 
his  Party  have  sneered  at  us  for  im- 
proving registration — they  say  we  are 
always  tinkering  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  people  of  London  will  now 
nee  what  tinkeiiug  with  the  Constitution 
means.  Disfranchised  as  the  working 
men  are  through  the  state  of  the  regis- 
tration laws,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Is  going  to  disfranchise  them  still  more 
by  keeping  from  them  any  opportunity 
of  voting  on  a  Saturday.  There  is  no 
-obligation  on  the  returning  officer  to 
have  the  election  on  Saturday  in  con- 
stituencies in  which  tiiere  are  great 
ntunbers  cf  Jews.  I  ai^eal,  therefore, 
from  the  i  ight  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
people  of  London,  who  will  see  well 
mough  who  it  is  that  is  preventing 
them  from  exercising  their  privileges. 

Mr,  James  Stuart 


*(4.52.)  The  CHANCELLOR  of  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschex,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square):  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ap- 
pears to  think  that  enfranchisement 
simply  means  the  power  of  voting  on 
the  part  of  those  who  agree  with  him  in 
politics.  ("No,  no!")  He  pointed  to 
the  5th  March  as  a  proof  that  Satur- 
day was  the  best  day  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  fixed  for  the  election,  but  what 
was  the  result?  That  scansely  more 
than  one-half  of  the  whole  of  the  con- 
stituencies in  London  were  able  to  vote. 

Mr.  STUART :  Yes,  but  veiy  many 
more  voted  than  would  have  done  had 
it  not  been  a  Saturday. 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  That  day  happens 
to  show  that  there  was  a  very  snuUl 
poll  indeed,  and  the  greater  portion  of 
that  poll  was  on  the  side  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  A  subsequent  bye-election 
showed  that  the  biends  of  the  hon. 
Member  had  voted  in  their  f ull'strength 
on  the  Saturday.  If  there  wa.s  dis- 
franchisement then,  where  was  it  ?  It 
was  of  the  small  shopkeepers,  who  wei  *- 
not  able  to  vote  on  a  Saturday,  but  who 
voted  on  the  other  day.  No  proof  fans 
been  offered  whatever  except  the 
Memorial  referred  to  that  Saturday  is  so 
inconvenient  to  the  working  dassesashas 
been  suggested  byhon.Gentlemenopposite. 
There  is  no  proof  whatever,  except  the 
desire  which  they  have  expressed  and 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt),  that  the  railway  employees 
in  Derby  would  not  be  able  to  vote 
except  on  Satui-day.  Hut  the  curious 
thing  is  that  in  Manchester  it  is  stated 
that  hundreds  of  voters  among  the 
working  classes  in  the  employ  of  the 
railway  would  not  be  able  to  vot«  if  the 
elections  took  place  on  a  Saturday.  This 
mutter  has  been  considered  by  the  Man- 
chester Trades  Council,  and  by  an  ovei*- 
whelming  majority  they  approved  thf 
previous  question  against  using  any  in- 
fluence with  regard  to  this  matter. 
And  what  did  they  state?  One  dele^te 
stated  that  Saturday  would  not  suit 
thousands  of  shopkeepers.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  do  not  caiv 
apparently  to  have  the  small  shop- 
keepers* vote.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  said  that 
we  wished  to  disfranchise  the  working 
classes. 
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SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  What 
I  have  done  is  this :  I  have  only  in- 
sisted on  polling  on  Saturday  where  it  is 
convenient.  What  we  say  is — poll  on 
Saturday  where  it  is  convenient,  and 
where  it  is  inomiTenidnt  poll  on  some 
other  day.  What  you  are  doing,  how- 
ever, is  to  make  Saturday  pollmg  im- 
posdble. 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN:  It  is  not  we  oui> 
selves  who  choose  that  day ;  but  we 
say  that  Saturday  is  not  more  an  en- 
frandiising  day  than  any  other  day, 
and  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  dis- 
franchises a  large  number  in  the  con- 
stituencies. In  proof  of  that,  we  cite 
the  County  Coun<ul  elections  in  London. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to 
give  the  imjnession  that  we  want  to 
dis&anchise  the  working  dasses. 
While  we  deny  the  allegation,  we  are 
entitled  to  say  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  are  anxious  to  avail 
themselves  of  a  day  when  they  cannot 
have  retwrded  against  them  the  votes 
which  we  believe  will,  if  recorded,  de- 
feat them.  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
has  said  that  my  right  hon.  Friend's 
speech  was  a  speech  dead  against 
Saturday  polling ;  but  my  right  hon. 
Jriend  was  only  replying  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby, 
who  dragged  that  particular  day  into 
the  discussion.  It  is  therefore  he  who 
is  reep<nisible  tor  raising  the  question, 
which  is  not  a  question  for  the  House, 
but  for  the  returning  officers,  who  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  consider 
that  Saturday  is  ncft  a  good  but 
a  bad  day  for  the  election. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.):  There  are  four  days  in  the 
week  any  one  of  which  the  returning 
officer  may  choose  for  the  holding  of  the 
polls;  and  in  making  that  choice  they 
will  consult  the  interests  of  the  locality 
and  the  general  local  feeling.  But  what 
the  Government  are  doing  is  to  make  it 
impossible  for  Saturday  to  be  one  of  those 
four  days,  and  Uiat  is  the  gist  of  the 
controversy  between  us.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  in  some  districts 
Saturday  is  not  a  convenient  day.  I 
quite  agree  with  him  that  there  are 
some  districts  in  which  Monday  is  a 
much  more  convenient  day ;  but  when  he 
says  that  there  is  no  proof  that  Saturday 
is  a  convenient  day,  I  can  assure  him 
that  he  is  entirely  in  error.  A  large 
number    of    industries   would  prefer 

VOL.  v.  [FOUSTH  BKBIB8.] 
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Saturday  to  any  other  day ;  but  that  i 
not  the  question  for  the  House  to  argue 
now.  What  we  want  to  argue  is  that  no 
Government  have  the  right  to  make  any 
such  urangements  as  render  it  im- 
possible for,  at  all  events,  a  ^naiderable 
number  of  localities  to  hoM  the  poll  on 
the  day  they  prefer,  and  whidi,  if  not 
selected,  would  involve  their  dis&ai^hise- 
ment.  The  whole  case  is  perfectly  plain 
and  transparent.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  argued 
against  Saturday  altogether,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen)  has  also  argued  against  Satur- 
day altogether. 

Ma.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  desir« 
to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  what  I  at^ed  was  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  finish  the  Business  of 
^e  Government  before  the  end  of  next 
week;  and  I  pointed  out  the  result 
might  be  that  the  eledaon  could  not  ta^ 
place  on  Saturday;  and  1  answered 
certain  arguments  against  that  course. 

Me.  fowler  :  But  that  was  not 
the  point  which  was  so  rapturously 
cheei^  by  those  behind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  What  his  Party  so  rap- 
turously cheered,  and  especially  the 
London  Conservative  Members,  whom  I 
should  Uke  to  hear  express  their  views 
openly  and  audibly  in  this  House,  was 
the  argument  against  Saturday  elections. 
I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the  LondcMi 
Conservative  Members  should,  in  the 
interests  of  tiudr  constituents,  present 
thur  vieira  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  (St  Pancras,  B.):  I 
have  stood  up  in  my  place  three  times, 
and  it  is  not  my  fault  that  I  have  not 
been  called  on. 

Mb.  FOWLER:  We  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  when  the 
time  arrives.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  that 
the  Public  Business  cannot  be  cUsposed 
of.  I  wish  he  would  take  the  volumes 
of  Sansard  for  the  last  three  years  and 
read  what  has  been  the  reecod  of  the 
Hiousa  of  liords  in  the  last  two  da^  of 
each  of  the  last  three  Sessions.  And  I 
wish  he  would  note  the  speed  with  which 
they  can  despatch  Public  Business  when 
the  12th  August  is  looming.  Last  year 
on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  Se^on 
theHouseof  Lords  immediately  suspended 
all  the  Standing  Orders  relating  to  every 
Bill,  and  they  passed  them  as  I  may  say 
by  shovelsf  ul,  and  they  adjourned  at  six 
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o'clock,  after  passing  all  the  Bills  the 
House  of  Commons  had  sent  them  with 
the  greatest  rapidity  in  the  last  week  of 
the  Session.  When  the  last  Dissolution 
took  place  in  1886,  the  whole  of  the 
House  of  Lords'  Busing  was  completed 
ib  two  or  'three  days,  and  always  has 
been  at  the  end  of  the  Session.  The 
i^ht  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us  that  the 
Irish  Educational  Bill  is  to  occupy  a  con- 
siderable time  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
But  what  the  right  hon.  Gentlamau 
dwelt  upon  was  Frirate  Business  and  the 
great  injustice  that  would  be  inflicted  on 
persons  proipoting  Private  Bills.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  aware  of  the  Motion  which  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr. 
Courtney)  is  going  to  move  on  Monday. 
He  is  going  to  make  a  Motion  on  Monday 
relative  to  the  Stuidine  Orders,  which 
will  simply  suspend  all  these  Provisional 
Orders  and  all  these  Private  Bills,  so  that 
nobody  would  be  put  to  any  loss.  The 
extreme  amount  of  delay  which  will  take 
place  will  be  the  thirty-five  or  forty  days 
between  the  dissolution  of  this  Parlia- 
ment and  the  meeting  of  the  new 
Parliament.  I  am  sure  the  country  will 
believe  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
delay  on  account  of  business ;  but  the 
Government  are,ofooiu^,  the  masters  of 
the  ntuation,  and  they  can  dissolve  Parlia- 
ment on  any  day  they  think  proper. 
Let  us,  however,  distinctly  mark  that 
there  are  two  da^  in  the  week  which  if 
taken  for  the  IMesolution  will  render  a 
Saturday  election  impossible,  and  that 
the  Government  have  deliberately 
announced  that  they  intend  to  select  one 
of  the  two. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  :  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned as  a  London  Conservative  Member, 
all  I  wish  is  that  at  the  n6xt  General 
Election  we  may  have  a  latge  poll  and  not 
a  Gounty  Council  poll,  which  in  my  con- 
stituency was  not  much  over  twenty-five 
per  cent.  A  large  number  of  shopkeepers 
were  to  my  knowledge  disfranchised.  I 
was  personally  in  St.  Fancrasonthatday, 
and  I  asked  a  large  number  of  the  shop- 
keepers to  vote  for  my  friends,  but  they 
told  me  that  they  were  unable  to  leave 
their  business.  It  is  not  right  or  fair 
that  either  sliopkeepers  or  any  other 
class  of  the  community  should  be  dis- 
franchised. It  appears  to  me  that  the 
working  class  can  vote  equally  well  on 
any  day  of  l^e  week ;  but  Saturday  to 
the  tradesmen  in  Londtm  is  practically 

^fr.  Fowler 


market  day,  and  they  are  therefore 
obliged  to  be  in  the  shop  from  two  o'clock 
to  eight  in  the  evening.  Thud  to 
have  Sw  poll  on  Saturday  would  virtually 
disfranchise  the  tradesman.  lAok  at  the 
last  electi<ni.  The  poll  was  not  thirty  or 
forty  per  cent  as  in  the  case  of  the 
County  Council  election,  bnt  eighty  or 
eighty-five  per  cent. ;  and  I  find  that  in 
Blackburn,  where  there  was  the  lai^est 
poll  of  all  the  constituencies — ninety-five 
per  cent,  of  the  voters  on  the  register — 
the  poll  was  not  taken  on  a  Saturday, 
but  was  either  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 
Therefore  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
working  classes  in  the  towns  can,  as  I 
have  said,  vote  equally  well  on  any  day 
in  the  week ;  while,  by  having  the  poll 
on  Saturday,  you  would  virtually  dis- 
franchise a  laive  number  the  ahap- 
keepers  of  London. 

Mr.  JAMES  BOWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  have  had  some  experience 
of  elections  in  London,  and  I  deny  that 
the  working  classes  can  go  to  the  poll 
between  the  hours  of  8  and  8,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  prove  that  a  large  proportion 
of  electors  are  disfranchised  by  the  clasing 
of  the  poll  at  8  o'clock.  We  are  told 
that  we  are  not  to  have  elections  on 
Saturday  because  of  the  percentage  of 
voting  that  took  place  on  5th  March ; 
but  are  we  to  be  responsible  because  our 
friends  on  the  other  side  could  not  get 
their  friends  to  vote  for  their  programme  9 
They  brought  the  Duke  of  Westminster 
into  London  and  also  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  then  they  could  not  get  their 
people  to  the  poll.  That,  however,  was 
not  our  fault.  We  offered  an  attractive 
programme ;  we  won  the  election,  and 
that  programme  is  the  whole  secret  of 
our  County  Council  victory.  I^et  me 
point  out  that  with  regard  to  this  polling 
on  5th  March  there  has  been  left  out  ot 
the  calculations  this  fact — that  we  were 
able  to  vote  on  the  system  of  one  man 
one  vote  for  London.  That  was  one 
reason  why  the  p^  appeu^ed  less 
than  it  reaUy  was.  What  has  been  the 
sort  of  argument  offered  ?  l%e  argument 
used  by  the  Leader  of  this  House  hi '  an 
insult  to  the  working  class  of  London, 
and  I  throw  it  back  to  liim  as  contumely 
upon  that  class.  He  said  that  if  we  wierto 
to  have  a  Saturday  election  we  should 
have  a  vast  amount  of  drunkenness. 
Was  there  drunkenness  on  the  5th 
March  ?  I  went  through  several  of  th^ 
constitnencies,  and  I  eaw  none  of  that 
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debauchery  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wishes  to  make  appear;  and  I  believe 
this  absence  is  characteristic  of  the  whole 
of  the  working  cla.ss  constituencies 
throughout  London.  If  that  drunkenness 
exists;,  it  must  exist  among  the  friends 
of  the  right  hon.  Oentlc^n,  and  not 
among  the  Badical  electors  of  London. 
Kever,  I  believe,  was  a  greater  insult 
ofTered  to  the  working  class  than  is  con- 
tained in  that  statement.  The  class  that, 
unfortunately,  get«  drunk  on  Saturday 
is  the  elas8  which  does  not  take  -  interest 
in  public  affairs.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  whole  question  remains  with  the 
returning  officer,  but  we  know  that  it 
does  not.  Anyone  acquainted  with  the 
Act  knows  well  that  it  is  distinctly  laid 
down  that  after  the  receipt  of  the  Writ 
certain  stages  up  to  the  date  of  the 
Election  are  all  settled  for  the  returning 
officer,  and  must  take  place  within  a 
period  of  given  ^ays.  If  you  have  the 
Dissolution  on  a  day  which  does  not 
allow  Saturday  to  come  within  those 
dates,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
returning  officer  to  choose  Saturdiiy.  I 
have  reaj50n  to  believe  that  a  very  large 
number  of  returning  officers  in  London 
would,  from  their  pnst  experience,  fix 
Saturday  as  the  day  of  polling ;  and 
when  we  are  told  that  this  might  suit 
the  working  class,  but  would  not  suit 
another  class,  does  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  seek  to  admit  that  his  Party 
doea  not  expect  to  have  the  working 
dass  vote  at  this  Election — ^that  they 
hare  lost  it?  As  to  the  small  shop- 
keepers, I  find  that  they  choose  the  quiet 
period  of  the  morning  between  9  and  II 
o'clock  for  recording  their  votes.  Our 
wish  is  not  to  disfranchise  the  small 
shopkeepers.  I  think  this  Debate  has 
been  of  a  very  interesting  character  to 
the  working  classes,  because  it  has  been 
dearly  demonstrated,  whatever  may  be 
the  theory  laid  down,  that  the  First 
Lord  will  not  afford  the  facilities  which 
will  allow  the  vast  mass  of  the  working 
class  to  go  to  the  poll.  Take  the  question 
of  Saturday  from  another  point.  Will  any 
hon.  Membw  say  that  the  day  upon 
whidi  the  working  classes  have  most 
leisure  is  not  the  best  occasion  they  could 
have  for  voting  ?  Many  of  them  work  a 
long  way  out,  and  are  prevented  by 
distance  from  getting  back  to  their  homes 
in  time  for  a  poll  that  closes  at  8  o'dock. 
Especially  does  that  apply  where  the 
working  men  have  to  take  a  railway 
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journey.  Go  to  Liverpool  Street  and  see 
the  working  men's  trains  going  back  at 
8  o'clock  on  an  ordinary  day.  On 
Saturdays  these  return  about  2,  3,  and 
4  o'dock,  and  the  passengers  are  not,  as 
the  First  Lord  said,  in  a  state  of 
drunkenness. 

Ma.  BALFOUR :  What  I  said  was 
that  there  was  more  drunkenness  on 
Saturday  than  on  other  days.  Is  that 
denied  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  ? 

Mr.  ROWLANDS:  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  is  more  drunkenness  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  ;  but  I  say  that  those  who 
take  an  interest  in  public  mattei'S  do  not 
get  drunk  on  Saturday  afternoon  in  con- 
sequence of  going  to  the  poll,  and  thus 
there  is  no  argument  in  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  think  my  , 
object  has  been  fulfilled.  Under  ordinary 
drcumstances,  I  should  be  desirous  of 

dividing  the  House ;  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  if  we  were  to  carry  the  adjourn- 
ment, which  is  very  possible,  we  should 
furnish  the  Government  with  an  addi- 
tior  al  excuse  for  the  extraordinai  y 
course  they  are  pursuing  on  this  occasion. 
I  beg,  therefore,  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  Motion. 

Ma.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  One  reason, 
apparently,  why  a  longer  time  is  required 
by  the  other  House  for  the  discharge  of 
Public  Business  is  that  the  Peers  are  at 
present  so  busily  engaged  in  electioneer- 
ing. So  many  of  them  arc  taking  part 
in  the  elections  that  1  do  not  wonder 
they  cannot  attend  to  their  duties.  Only 
the  other  day  I  had  a  message  from 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Rugby 
(Mr.  Cobb),  who  at  present  is  in  hi&  con- 
stituency, stating  that  thereare  two  noble 
Lords  going  about  with  the  Conservative 
candidate  and  taking  the  chair  at  that 
candidate's  meetings.  Therefore,  I  do 
not  think  we  need  be  much  moved  by 
the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  all  next  week  would  be  required 
for  the  discha^  of  Business. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT:  There 
is  one  matter  of  Public  Bosiness  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  a 
statement  about.  Late  last  night  tiie 
question  of  Private  Bills  was  raised,  and 
I  hope  it  may  be  fully  understood  now 
that  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  will  at 
the  conclusion  of  Public  Business  move 


the  Adjournment  of  the 
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Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
understand  thataMotion  for  theAdjoum- 
ment  of  this  House  will  be  moved  hy  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  That  will 
be  the  proper  opportunity  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question. 

Moticm,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  BALFOTTR:  I  think  the 
question  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  William  Harconrt)  asks  will 
be  answered  by  the  Motion  that  I  now 
make:  "That,  at  the  conclusion  of 
Government  Business  this  day,  this 
House  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That,  at  the  conoluBion  of  OoTenunent 
BuBinew  this  day,  this  House  do  adjourn  till 
Mondsy  next."— (3fr.  A.J.  Balfour.) 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Can 
it  be  understood  by  those  who  desire  to 
leave  London  that  it  should  be  the  rule 
hereafter,  as  long  as  the  House  sits,  that 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment  shall  be 
made  at  midnight  when  Government 
Business  is  concluded? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  Yes.  I  am  in 
aocordance  with  that  appeal. 

Mb.  FICTOK  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  the  whole  of  the 
Government  Orders  must  be  carried? 
Does  he  include  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Cornwall  Bill  ? 

Motion  a^«ed  to. 

BANKS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PATUENT8)  BILL.-(Nd.  406.) 

COMHITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfa8t,W.) :  I  see  this 
Bill  includes  the  Bank  of  England.  Up 
to  the  present  moment  the  House  has 
not  had  one  syllable  of  explanation  with 
regard  to  the  Bill.  I  ask  for  some  light 
on  the  Bill. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GoscHES,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  have  already  said 
that  we  have  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  similar  to  that  made 
with  the  Bank  of  England.  The  Bill 
has  been  sent  over  to  Ireland,  and  every 
opportunity  alTorded  for  the  study  of  its 
details. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Will  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  is  tlie  reduction  of 


the  rate  of  interest  due  from  the  public 
to  those  banks,  and  by  what  amount  the 
remuneration  of  these  banks  is  to  he- 
altered? 

^Mb.  GOSOHEN  :  The  total  amount 
by  which  the  remuneration  to  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  will  be  diminished,  including 
the  diminution  in  the  rate  of  interest  on- 
the  Government  Debt,  is  over  w67,500. 
The  interest  is  reduced  by  one  quarter 
per  cent,  on  the  debt,  the  amount  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Bill.  Then 
there  are  two  items  of  ^600,  and  this- 
w£l,200~one-half  of  which  is  in  connec' 
tion  with  the  altered  scale  of  payment 
to  the  Bank  for  managing  the  Public 
Debt — and  the  reduction  of  the  quarter 
per  cent,  in  the  interest  on  Uie  Debt  to 
the  Bank  make  up  the  total  diminution) 
in  the  remuneration  of  the  Bank. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Is  the  effect  of  the ' 
Bill  to  lessen  the  charge  upon  the  public? 

-Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  Sir;  I  stated 
that  the  charge  upon  the  public  connected 
with  both  banks  is  diminished  by  a  sumi 
between  ^52,000  and  £53,000. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDlfCNT 
BILU-(No.  224.) 

CONSIDERATION. 

Aj*  amended,  considered. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ejhber  (Wands- 
worth) the  following  Amendment  was- 
agreed  to : — 

Clause  9,  Dage  6,  line  25,  at  end,  insert 
"  access  to  waioi  is  obtwned  from  the  street' 
through  a  court,  passage,  or  otherwise,"  and. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albert  Rou.rF 
(Islington,  S.)  the  foUo^-ing  Amendment 
was  agreed  to: — Clause  19,  page  18^ 
line  21,  leave  out  "kerbed." 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILU. 

(No.  4ia) 

COHHITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line- 
9,  leave  out "  Ist  day  of  November,"  and 
insert  "  31st  day  of  December." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  n«ct-  . 
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ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  FSOTECTION 
ACT(188Z)  AMENDMENT  BUJi.— (No.  406.) 
OOUHITTBB. 

Comddered  in  Cfnninitteew 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Clati8e2. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  18,  to  add  the  words,  "for  the 
purpose  of  exercising  in  Ireland  the  powers 
oonlttTed  by  this  Act  "—{Sir  John  LtOboek.^ 

Amencbient  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to« 
Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Sia  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University);  I  beg  to  move  the 
following  Clause: — 

(Applioation  of  Act) 

"This  Bill  shall  not  i^ljr  to  En^tand 
wSootiand." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  upon  Monday  next.^ 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.— (No.  345.) 
As  amended,  considered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

GAB  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

B^KVted  without  Amendment  [Fro- 
vinon^  Orders  oonfinned] ;  Bill  to  be 
read  the  thud  time  upon  Monday  next. 

TRAMWATS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 

(No.  1)  BILL  [Lortfo.]— (No.  397.) 

Reported  without  Amendment  [Fro- 
visional  Orders  confirmed] ;  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 

Report  to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed. 

MIDWIVES  REGISTRATION. 
'  Beport  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix, 
brought  up,  and  read  [Inquiry  not  com- 
pleted]. 

Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  289.] 

CLERGY  DISCIPLINE  (IMMORALITY) 

BILL.-(No.  239.) 
Lords    Amendments    to  Commons 
Amendments,  and  Consequential  Amend- 
ments, to  be  considered  forthwith ;  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
OBDER  (N&  15)  BILL.— (No.  374.) 
Reported,  with  Amendments  pPnm- 
sional  Order  confirmed]. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  oonndered; 
upon  Monday  next. 

(X)NBOLIDATED  FDND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
Ctmsidered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
withoot  Amendment;  to  be  read  the 
thud  time  npon  Monday  next. 

TELEGRAPHS  (re-committed)  BILL. 
(No.  377.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;  read  the  third* 
time,  and  passed. 

TECHNICAL   AND   INDUSTRIAL  IN- 
STITUTIONS BILL.  ILards.} 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Bill  read  the- 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES  (ANIMAI£> 
BILL.— (No.  422.) 
Read  a  second  time,  and  oommitted' 

for  Monday  next. 

MILITARY    LANDS  CONSOUDATION 
BILL.— (No,  184.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
(No.  417.) 

Conffldered  in  C!ommittee,and  reported, 

without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the- 
third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

TECHNICAL   INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL.— (No.  362.) 
CJonaidered  in  Committee,  and  reported-, 
without  Amendment;  to  be  read  the 
tMrd  time  upon  Mcmday  next. 

MAURITIUS  LOAN  BILL.— (No.  425.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  oommitted 
for  Monday  next. 


BRITISH   COLUMBIA  [LOAN]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  Treasury  to  advBnoa,  out  of  the  CoqboU- 
dated  Fond  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  loan  of 
£150,000  to  the  GoTenunent  apd^Pror^aeof 
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Bciftiab  Columbi*  for  the  porpoBe  of  tinui»- 
ferriiw  and  BetUins  in  that  FroTince  familieB 
from  Crofter  Puiuesiii  Scotland,  and  to  make 
proifidon  for  raising  (or  a  limited  period  the 
Bom  necessarjr  (or  toe  said  loan,  the  principal 
mone^B  so  raised  and  the  interest'  thereon 
being  charged  on  the  ConsoUdated  Fond. 
Baaototion  to  be  reported  ugan  Uonday 

METROPOLITAN   HOSFITALS.  &c. 
Ordered — 

That  a  llMsage  be  Bent  to  the  Ltwda,  to 
nqneat  that  their  LordBbips  will  be  pleaaed  (a 

communicate  to  this  House,  a  Copy  ot  the 
Report  (rom  the  Select  Committee  appointed 
by  their  Lordships  4>n  Metropolitan  HoBpitalB, 
&c.,  with  the  Proceedings  A  the  Committee. 
— (Afr.  Biichie.) 

BANKS   OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  [REMUNERATION], 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(Id  the  Committee.) 

Besolved,  That  is  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  payment,  out  ot  the  Consolidated  Fnnd, 
of  an  iQcrease  in  the  remtmeration  (or  the 
management  of  Treasury  Bills,  and  the  pay- 
meat,  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament 
for  Uie  aerrice  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission, 
of  remuneration  (or  the  management  of 
Oaaranteed  Land  Stock,  in  pursuance  of  an 
Act  of  the  present  Session  (or  making  further 
mVTision  respecting  certain  payments  to  the 
Bvaka  ot  England  and  Iiehuia. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  it  is  due  to  a  blunder 
on  the  part  of  some  GoTemment  ofScial 
that  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Banks 
of  England  and  Ireland  (Payments)  Bill 
was  placed  upon  the  Oi*der  Paper  before 
the  Money  Kesolution  relating  to  the 
same  Bill,  because  I  noticed  that,  instead 
of  proceeding  with  the  clauses  of  that 
Bill  when  the  House  went  into  Ck}mmittee 
upon  it,  a  Member  of  the  Government  at 
(moe  moved  to  report  Progress,  which 
was  done. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  JoHK  GoBST,  Chatham) :  I 
might  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that, 
apart  from  the  question  of  whether  there 
has  been  any  mistake  in  putting  the  Bill 
upon  the  Paper  as  No.  3  and  the  Money 
Riesolution  as  No.  5,  no  progress  could 
h&  made  with  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
until  the  Money  Resolution  has  been 
reported.    As  that  cannot  be  done  until 


Monday,  no  delay  will  take  place  in 
consequence  of  the  order  in  which 
the  two  -  stages  have  been  placed  upon 
the  Paper. 

SiE  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  I  wish  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Stuart  Wortley^  with  reference  to  the 
Shop  Hours  Bill.  It  has  been  unaai- 
mously  passed  by  a  Select  Committee, 
who  went  so  far  as  to  pass  a  Resolutioik 
that  it  was  very  desirable  the  Bill  should 
pass.  It  is  a  Bill  to  enable  Local 
Authorfties  to  appoint  Inspectors  ta 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
passed  in  this  House  two  years  ago ;  and 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  cannot  agree  to  granting 
facilities  so  that  the  Bill  may  become  law? 

*The  XJNDER  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuabt  V^oitn.ET,Sheffield, 
Hallam):  The  right  hon.  Baronet  ut 
aware,  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  con- 
trol the  business  of  the  House,  but  I  will 
convey  to  the  First  Lord  the  facts  stated 
by  him.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  con- 
ditions necessary  for  its  being  put  into- 
the  Paper  with  Government  Bills  have 
been  met,  so  far  as  they  could  be  met  on 
this  side  of  the  House. 

*SiE  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  ;  With  reference  to  the  Secon- 
dary School  Teachers'  Registration 
Bill,  No.  21  on  the  Pftper,  I  think  those- 
who  are  interested  in  it  are  entitled,  in 
some  degree,  to  protest  against  the- 
arrangement  of  the  Government  whereby 
that  Bill,  whidi  has  been  read  a  second 
time,  Is  shut  out  from  the  Committee- 
stage.  It  is  a  Bill  which,  although  intro- 
duced by  a  private  Member,  has  received 
a  considerable  amount  of  support,  being 
backed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ecdes 
(Mr.  Roby)  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair).  It  is  based  on  the  Report  of 
a  Select  Committee  of  this  House,  and  is 
approved  by  the  Education  Department. 
I  submit  that,  as  it  has  been  shat  out 
from  the  Committee  sta^  to-day,  some 
opportunity  should  be  given  for  passing 
it  next  week.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  carefully  consider  if  that  cannot  be 
done. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

Honse  adjonmed  at  a  quarter 
before  o'ctQok. 
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HOUSE    OF    LOR  DS, 
Monday,  20th  June,  1892. 


REPRESENTATIVE  PEERS  FOR 

IRELAND. 

Earl  of  Glonmell  (Claim  to  vote  for 
Representative  Peers  for  Ireland) — 
Ordered  and  Directed,  That  a  Certifi- 
cate be  sent  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Treland,  stating  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  the  United  Kingdom  has  re- 
ported to  the  House  of  Lords  that  the 
right  of  the  Earl  of  Clonraell  to  vote 
at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers 
for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the 
satisfaction  of  him  the  said  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  and  that  the  House  of  Lords  has 
ordered  such  report  to  be  sent  to  the  said 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  :  And  it 
is  hereby  also  Ordered,  That  the  said 
Report  of  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  be 
sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  in 
Ireland. 

Earl  of  Clanwilliam — Report  made 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the 
right  of  Richard  James  Meade,  Earl  of 
Clanwilliam,  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 
Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has 
been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Viscount  Doneraile — Report  made 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the 
right  of  Edward  Viscount  Doneraile  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

NEW  PEER. 

The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Henry 
John  Selwin-Ibbetson,  Baronet,  hav- 
ing been  created  Baron  Eookwood  of 
Bookwood  Hall  and  Down  Hall,  both 
in  the  county  of  Essex — Was  in  the 
usual  manner  introduced. 

COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bills  received  the 
Royal  Assent  :~ 

1.  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue. 

2.  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2). 
VOL.  V.      [foubth  BBBias.] 


3.  Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Pro 
perty  Act,  1881,  Amendment. 

4.  Roads  and  Bridges  (Scotland) 
Acts  Amendment. 

5.  Mortmain  and  Charitable  Use's 
Act  Amendment. 

6.  Indian  Councils  Act  (1861)  Amend- 
ment. 

7.  Charity  Inquiries. 

8.  Weights  and  Measures  (Purchase). 

9.  Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Ex- 
tracts. 

10.  Statute  Law  Revision. 

11.  High  Court  of  Justiciary  (Scot- 
land). 

12.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

(Scotland). 

13.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1). 

14.  Electric  Lighting  ^*ovi8ional 
Orders  (No.  2). 

15.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3). 

16.  Dublin  Barracks  Improvement. 

17.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Abbotsbury,  &c.). 

18.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pi*o- 
visional  Order  (Brecon  and  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Junction,  &c.). 

19.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 

visional  Order  (Cambrian,  &c.). 

20.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Cleator  and  Working- 
ton Junction,  Ac). 

21.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (East  London,  Ac). 

22.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Festiniog,  &c.). 

23.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Fumess,  &c.). 

24.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Hull,  Bamsley,  and 
West  Riding  Junction). 

25.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Isle  of  Wight,  &c.). 

26.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Lancashire  and  York- 
shire, &c.). 

27.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (London,  Tilbury,  and 
Southend,  &c.). 

28.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Manchester,  Sheffield, 
and  Lincolnshire,  &c.). 
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29.  Bail  way  Bates  and  Charges  Fro- 
visional  Order  (Metropolitan,  &c.)> 

30.  Bailway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Midland  and  South 
Western  Junction,  Ac). 

31.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Fro-, 
visional  Order  (North  Eastern,  &o.). 

32.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (North  London). 

33.  Bailway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (North  Staffordshire, 

34.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
vision Order  (Taflf  Vale,  &c.). 

35.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Caledonian,  &c.). 

36.  Bailway  Rates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Callander  and  Oban). 

37.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (City  of  Glasgow  Union). 

38.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Glasgow  and  South 
'Western,  &o.). 

39.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Great  North  of  Scot- 
land). 

40.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Highland). 

41.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (North  British,  &c.). 

42.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  (Atlienry  and  Ennis 
Junction,  &c.). 

43.  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (Milnathort  Water). 

44.  Gas  Provisional  Orders. 

45.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2). 

46.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders. 

47.  Local  Government  Proviuonal 
Orders  (No.  2). 

48.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3). 

49.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4). 

50.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5). 

51.  Public  Health   (Scotland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (Bathgate  Water). 

52.  Allotments  Provisional  Order. 

53.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6). 


PRIVATE  AND  PROVISIONAI^  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILLS. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Orders  made  on  the 
16th  day  of  March  last, 

That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  CommoDB  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  liter  Tuesday  tiie  2lBt  day  of  June  next : 

That  no  BUI  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  confirming  any  provisional  order  in 
pursuance  of  a  report  of  the  Board  of  A^- 
oulture  relating  to  the  enclosure  or  regulation 
of  a  common,  or  confirming  any  scheme 
certified  by  the  said  Board  relating  to  a 
Metropolitan  common,  or  eonfimuDg  any 
scheme  of  the  Charity  ComraissionerB  for 
England  and  Walea,  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  Tuesday  the  28th  day  of  June 
next : 

And  that  no  Bill  brot^ht  from  the  House  of 
Commons  confirming  any  provisional  order  or 
proTisional  certificate  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  Tuesday  the  28th  day  of  June 
next : 

be  discharged. 

•'EVELYN  r.  HURLBERT.** 
BESOLUTION. 

•Lord  COLERIDGE:  My  Lords, 
before  drawing  attention  to  the  Rule 
which  is  the  subject  matter  of  this  dis- 
cussion it  may  be  convenient  that  I 
should  state  shortly  to  your  Lordships 
what  was  the  state  of  the  case  before 
that  Bule  or  Order  was  passed.  When 
the  Courts  sat  at  Westminster  before  the 
building  in  which  they  sat  was  destroyed 
there  was  no  room  at  all  appropriated  for 
keeping  documents.  Sometimes,  as  in 
a  very  well-known  case  that  was  tried 
twice  and  lasted  a  long  while,  these  docu- 
ments were  exceedingly  voluminous, 
and  the  Associate  had  no  place  except 
his  own  spare  room  for  putting  these 
documents  aside ;  he  did  the  best  he 
could,  but  he  had  no  strong  room,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  keeping  docu- 
ments safely  which,  for  a  time  at  all 
events,  it  was  very  often  important 
should  be  so  kept.  When  the  Courts 
moved  to  the  Strand  we  were  more 
fortunate.  The  Government  of  the 
day  gave  us  a  strong  room  where 
documents  could  be  properly  kept  and 
are  properly  kept,  but  it  is  obvious 
that  a  strong  room  for  the  keeping  of 
documents  is  of  comparatively  little 
value  unless  the  Court  that  impounds 
them  has  during  the  time  that  they  are 
so  impounded  complete  control  over 
them.  To  put  documents  into  a  strong 
room  to  which  anybodv^as  acoBss  is 
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■of  course  idle,  and  it  is  desirable,  there- 
fore, that  there  should  be  somewhere  a 
proper  control  exercised  over  the 
documents  that  are  impounded.  Now, 
there  being  no  Kule,  this  matter  was 
left  really  in  the  hands  of  the  Asso- 
ciate, the  present  Associate  being  Mr. 
Erie,  and  personally  they  cannot  be  in 
better  hands,  but  he  had  no  real 
authority  about  the  matter,  and  when 
he  was  asked,  for  any  purpose,  to  give 
over  a  document  to  this  person  or  that, 
he  had  no  authority  himself  either  to 
fiive  or  to  withhold.  He  did  for  the 
best ;  he  sometimes  consulted  me  as 
i^uing  the  head  of  the  Queen's  Bench, 
but  I  was  consulted  only  as 
a,  friend  and  unofficially ;  I  had  no 
power  whatever  to  give  orders  in  the 
matter.  He  was  left  very  much  at 
sea  as  to  what  was  the  state  of 
the  document  or  documents  which 
the  Court  had  ordered  to  be  im- 
pounded. That  was  so  in  the  month 
of  April  last  year,  in  which  month, 
from  the  13th  to  the  20th,  a  case  which 
is  known  to  many  of  us  through  the 
papers  called  "  Evelyn  v.  Hurlbert "  was 
tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Cave.  The 
case  lasted  a  very  long  time ;  there 
were  a  number  of  documentsrelating  to 
it  which  were  produced.  I  did  not 
try  the  case  myself,  but  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  looking  at  Mr,  Justice 
Cave's  notes,  and  I  have  got  from 
the  officers  of  the  Court  a  very  clear 
account  of  what  passed.  The  action 
was  for  breach  of  promise  of 
marriage,  and  the  letters  which  were 
the  subject-matter  of  the  discussion 
-were  only  incidentally  produced;  the 
action  was  not  about  them,  but  they 
were  produced  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  defendant  had  promised 
the  plaintiffto  marry  her.  The  greater 
part  of  the  correspondence  was  put  in 
in  packets  ;  it  was  referred  to  on  both 
eides  when  necessary,  the  plaintiff  pro- 
ducing and  putting  in  most  of  the 
letters.  A  few  only  of  the  letters  were 
shown  both  to  the  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant ;  the  plaintiff  swearing  that  a 
person  called  Wilfrid  Murray  and  the 
defendant  were  one  and  the  same 
person,  the  defendant  denying  this  and 
denying  all  knowledge  of  the  letters. 
The  plaintiff  was  examined  and  cross- 
examined  as  to  certain  diaries  besides 
these  letters.     The  defendant  pro- 


duced and  put  in  two  letters  signed  by 
Wilfrid  Murray  and  addressed  to 
himself ;  he  also  produced  a  photo- 
graph with  writing  on  the  back  irom 
Mr.  Murray  to  Mr.  Hurlbert.  He  also 
produced  a  number  of  letters  signed 
"  Hurlbert,"  which  were  obtained  from 
persons  to  whom  they  had  been  sent, 
mostly  bankers,  as  genuine  specimens 
of  his  handwriting.  There  is  no  note  of 
any  formal  question  having  been  put  to 
the  jury  either  in  Mr.  Justice  Cave's 
note-book  or  in  any  other  report 
which  is  accessible  to  me.  The 
jury  found  there  was  no  promise  of 
marriage.  In  the  report  of  the  sum- 
ming up  the  following  passage,  however, 
occurs ; — 

"  If  the  defeodant  did  not  write  these 
letters  thero  was  an  end  of  the  plaiatifTs  case; 
but  if  he  did  there  was  still  the  question 
whether  there  had  been  a  promise  of  marriage, 
for  unless  there  was  a  promise  the  plvntiff 
had  no  cause  of  action," 

and  judgment  accordingly  was  given 
for  the  defendant.  Upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Attorney  General  the 
Judge  ordered  all  the  documents  to  be 
impounded  on  the  20th  April.  In  that 
case  the  Attoi-ney  Generu  was  leading 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  but  do  not 
let  me  be  supposed  for  an  instant  to 
suggest  that  in  his  so  being,  and  after- 
wards being  obliged  to  act  ofiicially  in 
the  matter,  I,  for  one,  make  the  smallest 
complaint.  Years  ago,  when  I  was  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  I  resisted  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  the  Motion  made 
by  Mr.  Fawcett  to  restrain  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  from  private 
practice;  I  thought  then  and  think 
now  that  so  to  restrain  the  Law 
Officers  would  be  a  very  mis- 
chievous thing.  Therefore  I  never 
have  made  and  never  should  think  of 
making  the  smallest  complaint  that 
the  .Attorney  General  takes  part  in  any 
case  in  which  he  is  retained  as  a 
private  barrister.  But  it  must  of 
course  now  and  then  a  little  complicate 
the  matter  when  he  acts  as  a  private 
person  as  a  Queen's  Counsel  on  one 
side  or  the  other  of  a  great  case,  and 
then  afterwards  as  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown  and  as  representing  practically 
the  Government  of  the  day  takes  some 
step  either  for  or  against  the  person  for 
whom  he  has  appeared  as  a  private 
practitioner  in  Court;  it-^s  a  cpn- 
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8ec|iience,  however,  that  I.  for  one,  am 

Joitepreparedtosay  must  be  faced.  Mr. 
ustice  Cave  was  asked  to  allow  the 
oouDsel  for  the  plaiuti£E  to  hare  access 
to  these  documents  that  had  been 
directed  to  be  impounded.  This  was 
mentioned  to  myself,  and  I  agreed 
with  Mr.  Justice  Cave,  and  upon  the 
action  of  both  of  us  the  documents 
were  not  allowed  to  be  given.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  ought  to  say  that  of  Mr. 
Hurlbert  personally  I  know  nothing 
whatever;  I  never  saw  him  ;  I  never 
met  him  ;  I  never  read  a  word  of  his 
writing ;  I  am  absolutely  ignorant  of  him. 
Whether  he  is  entitled  to  the  descrip- 
tion which  an  illustrious  American 
gave  of  him — namely,  that  he  is  a  man 
of  fathomless  and  measureless  turpi- 
tude, or  whether  he  is  a  person  en- 
titled to  the  eulogies  that  have  been 
passed  upon  him,  and  to  the  respect, 
admiration,  and  intimacy  which  has 
been  given  to  him  by  persons  of  very 
high  rank  and  position  in  this  country 
I  neither  know  nor  care.  He  is 
an  absolute  stranger  to  me.  But  it 
was  obvious  to  me,  and  I  think  it  must 
be  obvious  to  your  Lordships,  that  if 
he  was  the  person  the  plaintiff  repre- 
sented him  to  be,  and  if  he  was 
capable  of  the  production  of  those 
letters,  three  only  of  which  I  have 
looked  at,  and  until  I  saw  those 
letters  the  capacity  of  the  human  mind 
for  filth  was  unknown  to  me,  if  I  say 
he  was  the  person  capable  of  writing 
those  letters — I  say  "  if,"  for  I  do  not 
know  or  suggest  whether  he  was  or 
not — it  is  olmous  that  such  a  person 
would  spare  no  means  and  would 
spend  any  money  he  had  got  to  make 
himself  the  possessor  of  this  body  of 
letters,  I  foi^et  the  exact  number,  I 
think  something  over  two  hundred.  I 
have  only  seen  three  of  them,  but  I 
suppose  they  were  all  much  of  the  same 
character.  Under  those  circumstances 
it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  right, 
the  officer  having  no  authority 
of  his  own  and  there  being  no  Rule  to 
give  him  any  authority,  that  there 
should  be  some  distinct  authority  to 
apply  to  documents  which  were  im- 
pounded by  Order  of  the  Court  and 
which  should  authorise  the  person 
who  had  those  documents  to  act  under 
the  Orders  of  the  Court  as  might  be 
advisable ;  and  under  those  circum- 

Lord  Cnleridne 


stances  it  was  that  the  Rule  which  I 
will  read  to  your  Lordships  and  which 
has  occasioned  so  much  discussion  waa 
passed.  The  action,  as  I  have  told 
your  Lordships,  was  In  April ;  the 
judgment  was  on  the  20th  April,  and 
this  Rule  was  passed  in  May — 

"  Imponnded  documents  which  are  in  tha- 
custody  of  the  Court  are  not  to  be  parted  witb 
aod  are  not  to  be  inspected  except  od  a  written. 
Order  signed  by  the  Judge  on  whose  Order 
they  were  impounded,  and  Dy  the  President  of 
the  Division  in  which  they  are  impounded,  or 
in  case  of  documents  impounded  by  an  Order 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  Dy  an  Order  of  that 
Court.  Such  documents  shall  not  be  deliTered 
out  of  the  custody  of  the  Court  exoapt  waaa 
an  Order  made  on  a  motion  in  open  Court. 

I  pause  there  only  for  a  moment,, 
because  in  the  correspondence  I  shall 
have  to  refer  to  presently  there  is  an 
entire  misconception  of  the  meaning  of 
this  last  phrase — 

"  Such  doeumenta  shall  not  be  delirered  out 
of  the  custody  of  the  Court  except  upon  an 
Order  made  on  a  motion  in  open  Court 

My  Lords,  the  Judges  were  not  so  un- 
reasonable or  so  foolish  as  to  make  a 
Rule  which  prescribed  that  nothing 
should  be  done,  that  no  Order  should  l». 
made  upon  them  except  upon  a  motion 
in  open  Court  which  might  be  the  most 
mischievous  possible  Rule,  and  would 
be  felt  by  any  person  accustomed  to- 
public  affairs  to  be  capable  of  being, 
misapplied.  The  meaning  of  that 
clause,  as  anyone  who  considers  the 
subject  will  see  in  a  moment,  is  that 
the  documents  are  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Court  and  are  to  be 
kept  by  the  Court  as  long  as  is  material 
for  the  purposes  of  justice ;  and  then 
they  are  not  to  be  kept  in  the  Court 
which  so  far  as  its  own  function  is  con- 
cemed  has  done  with  them,  but  they 
are,  as  soon  as  they  have  become 
useless  for  purposes  of  justice,  to  be 
parted  with,  given  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  Court,  and  returned  to  any  person 
who  has  a  right  to  their  possession. 
But  that  is  a  motion  which,  inasmuch 
as  some  of  these  documents  are  very  im- 
portant documents,  we  thought  at  all 
events  should  be  made  by  counsel  in 
Court,  not  that  every  Order  dealing^ 
with  them  should  be  made  in  open 
Court,  but  that  the  documents  having 
come  into  the  custody  of  the  Court 
should  only  leave  the  Court  for  cood 
under  such  Order  as  ia  mentiomM.  ia 
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the  Rule.  That,  my  Lords,  was  in  May, 
and  in  June  there  followed  this  corre- 
spondence which  has  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  with 
which  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  your 
Lordships  at  any  length ;  it  was  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  both  Houses  I  be- 
lieve, but  it  was  ordered  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  be  printed  on  the  13th 
May  of  the  present  year.  The  first 
document  is  a  letter  from  Sir  Augustus 
Stephenson  to  Mr,  Erie,  saying  that  he 
was  informed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  formal  application  to  see  these 
documents,  and  he  proposed  to  ask  him 
to  be  good  enough  to  give  him  an  ap- 
pointment to  attend  with  the  expert 
lor  the  purpose  of  making  the  neces- 
sary inspection  and  comparison.  To 
that  Mr.  Erie  replied,  after  oommuni- 
catins  with  us,  that  we  wanted  to  know 
ior  what  purpose  he  desired  the  docu- 
ments :  that  if  he  wanted  them  for  any 
public  purpose  no  objectioii  of  course 
could  be  taken  for  a  moment  to  their 
production,  but  we  thought  it  right  to 
say — I  do  not  wish  to  deny  my  full  re- 
•sponsibility  in  the  matter — that  my 
learned  brother  who  tried  the  case  was 
of  opinion — and  I  entirely  agreed  with 
him — that  any  prosecution  of  the 
plaintiff  apon  these  letters  was  a  thing 
that  we  were  not  disposed  to  encourage. 
Whoever  was  inclined  to  prosecute  the 
plaintiff  was  at  liberty  to  prosecute 
her,  but  so  far  as  any  facilities  which 
we  could  give  for  such  prosecution 
were  concerned  we  were  not  disposed 
to  give  them.  Then  Sir  Augustus 
Stephenson  writes  a  long  letter  saying 
that  he  desired  to  confer  with  counsel 
"with  respect  to  the  particular  docu- 
ments, and  he  goes  on  to  say — ■ 

**  The  Attorney  General  has  directed  me  to 
net  ander  tfaa  directiona  of  the  Solicitor 
General,  to  whom  I  have,  therefore,  forwarded 
a  copy  of  our  correspondence,  and  pending  his 
directions  I  have  only  to  ask  that  yon  will  con- 
sider ray  a^ication  with  reference  to  the 
impounded  docomenti  as  ^thdrawn." 

I  cannot  help  thinking — I  do  not  want 
to  blame  anybody — that  there  was  too 
much  form  about  this.  If  instead  of 
this  a  letter  had  been  written  to  myself 
or  to  Mr.  Justice  Cave  saying :  **  There 
is  no  mystery  about  this ;  we  want  for 
the  purpose  of  a  prosecution  of  thedefen- 
•dant  to  have  the  documents  compared 
^th  undoubted  genuine  documents  by 


an  expert,  and  we  are  goingto  institute  a 
prosecution,"  no  man  in  his  senses  would 
have  interposed  the  slightest  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  such  a  proceeding.  Well, 
my  Lords,  nothing  takes  place  from 
that  time  until  the  7th  July  when  a 
letter  from  the  Solicitor  General  is  sent 
^ving  the  information  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  prosecute  Mr.  Hurlbert  and 
asking  that  they  may  see  the  documents. 
Then  Mr.  Erie  says  that  there 
is  a  Rule,  and  that  they  can  have 
inspection  it  they  like;  but  he 
(the  Associate)  being  bound  by  the 
Bule,  and  no  application  having  been 
made  except  to  the  Associate  up  to  this 
point,  Sir  Augustus  Stephenson  is  in- 
formed that  he  may  come  and  inspect 
them,  and  compare  them,  and  do  any- 
thing he  likes  with  them,  but  he  must 
not  take  copies.  Then  he  asks  for  the 
name  of  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff, 
which  is  given.  Then  on  the  13th 
August  Mr.  Erie  says — 

"  By  all  means  let  ua  know  who  your  expert 
is,  and  every  arrangement  shall  be  made  for 
his  convenience." 

Then  on  22nd  August  Mr.  Inglis  is 
nominated  by  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  and 
then  on  24th  August  Mr.  Inglis  goes, 
as  is  stated  by  Mr.  Hullah,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  Associate's  Department,  aa 
follows - 

"  I  beg  leave  to  aoknowiedge  the  reodpt  of 
your  letter  of  2and  Angaet,  1891.  iix.  Inglis 
18  now  here,  and  haa  commenced  hli  examina- 
tion of  the  letters." 

From  that  time  to  the  27th  November, 
more  than  three  months,  nothing  takes 
place.  Why  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
never  heard — it  is  no  business  of  mine 
to  inquire  why  there  was  this  very  long 
delay  of  three  months  on  the  part  of 
Sir  Augustus  Stephenson — but  it  is 
obvious  that  every  information  having 
been  given  on  24th  August,  and  indeed 
Mr.  Inglis  having  inspected  the  docu- 
ments and  formed  his  opinion  and 
reported,  I  presume,  to  those  who 
represent  the  Government  about  this 
case,  nothing  was  done  by  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  from 
24thAagustto27thNovember.  On27th 
November  there  is  a  long  letter  written 
recounting  what  had  taken  place,  and 
then  saying  that  they  are  going  to 
apply  to  the  American  Government  for 
an  extradition — 
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"  I  have  therefore  now  respectfully  to  apply 
for  permission  to  Inspeet  the  impounded  docu- 
ments, and  to  take  copies  of  such  as  1  may 
consider  material.  If  their  Lordships  require 
that  this  application  should  be  made  in  Court  ' 
(which,  my  Lords,  we  never  did  require  or 
dreamed  of  requiring),  "  I  can  of  course 
iastmct  couns«l  on  my  behalf,  but  at  present, 
in  my  judgment,  it  would  not  be  expedient  in 
the  interests  of  pnblie  justice  to  take  that 
course." 

Immediately  upon  that,  on  4th  Decem- 
ber there  is  an  answer  from  Mr.  Erie 
saying  that  he  is  authorised  to  say  that 
Sir  Augustus  Stephenson  is  quite  at 
liberty  to  have  any  inspection  made 
and  a  list  taken  of  the  documents  im- 
pounded in  each  case.  Then  on  8th 
December  there  is  a  letter  from  Sir 
Augustus  Stephenson  saying  that  mean- 
while Mr.  Hurlbert,  who  had  been  ex- 
pected to  be  arrested  in  New  York,  had 
suddenly  disappeai*ed,  that  where  he 
had  gone  they  did  not  know,  and  that 
in  consequence  no  action  could  be  taken 
at  that  time  ;  and  no  action  has  been 
taken  from  that  time  to  the  present. 
That  is  really  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
respondence. In  that  last  letter  there 
is  a  statement  that  I  have  already  by 
anticipation  answered  saying — 

"  I  now  understand  that  their  Lordships  no 
longer  insist  on  tiie  application  of  the  Rule  of 
Court  33a  in  this  case,  and  are  willing  to  grant 
me  permission  to  inspect  and  take  a  list  of  the 
impounded  documents  without  making  a 
motion  in  open  Court" . 

I  hare  explained  already  that  that 

is  a  misconception  ;  the  Bule  does  not 
authorise,  and  certainly  the  Judges 
never  contemplated  that  any  motion 
ill  respect  of  these  documents,  as  long 
as  they  were  impounded  and  remained 
in  the  custody  of  the  Court,  should  be 
made  in  open  Court  at  all.  The  mean- 
ing of  that  Bule  was  that  when  the 
documents  were  done  with,  when  the 
Court  had  no  longer  any  occasion  to 
keep  them,  when  they  were  a  mere  in- 
cumbrance to  the  Court,  they  might 
properly  go  back  to  the  persons  to 
whom  they  belonged,  and  that  that 
should  be  upon  an  application  made  in 
open  Court,  to  which  there  could  be 
no  objection,  but  upon  which  I  could 
not  think  it  important  to  insist.  So 
the  matter  remained  till  some  days  ago 
when  in  a  meeting  of  the  Rule  Com- 
mittee, at  the  suggestion  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  I  myself  moved  a  Rule 
which  has  been  passed  unanimoasty  by 
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the  Rule  Committee  and  which  pro- 
vided as  follows : — 

"  Impounded  documents  in  the  custody  of 
the  Court  shall,  upon  the  requisition  in  writing 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  or  e  ther 
of  them  representing  the  Crown,  begiven  int» 
the  custody  of  such  Law  Officer." 

My  Lords,  when  the  Rule  was  first 
passed  it  is  true  that  we  had  never  con- 
sidered the  matter  about  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  at  all ; 
we  were  looking  at  the  matter  between 
party  and  party,  and  the  interference  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  espe- 
cially the  Attorney  Generalrepresenting- 
the  function  of  the  Public  Prosecutor 
never  occurred  to  us,  perhaps  it  ought 
to  have  occurred  to  us ;  but  it 
did  not,  and  the  words  of  the 
Rule  therefore  did  not  except' 
them.  To  the  Bule  not  excepting  them. 
I  felt  at  once  that  great  objection' 
might  be  taken.  The  Government,, 
represented  by  the  Attorney  General, 
clearly,  in  my  judgment,  if  they  chose 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  prosecution 
and  of  the  custody  of  these  documents, 
ought  to  have  them  ;  and  not  only  in 
relief  of  the  Court,  but  on  the  plainest 
principles,  if  the  Attorney  General  or 
Solicitor  General,  representing  the 
Crown,  want  documents  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justice,  undoubtedly,  on  their 
request,  the  documents  ought  to  be 
handed  over  to  them.  ^e  result 
therefore,  upon  the  whole,  is  that  it  was 
important  in  my  judgment,  and  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  agree  with  me, 
that  there  should  be  some  Rule  to  pro- 
tect the  Law  Officers  ;  it  was  important 
that  the  words  of  that  Rule  should  be 
clearly  ascertained  which  would  be 
binding  upon  them  and  upon  everj'body 
who  comes  to  the  Courts  for  justice  ; 
but  the  moment  it  was  pointed  out 
that  although  the  Rule  might  be  a  right 
Rule  it  might  nevertheless  interfere 
with  public  justice,  because  it  ham* 
pered  the  action  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General,  at  once  I  con- 
ceived that  it  was  desirable  that 
that  qualification  should  be  made 
which  now  is  made ;  and  the  docu- 
ments will  be  handed  over  to  either 
the  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General.  If 
he  thinks  fit  to  ask  for  them  and  has 
a  use  for  them  that  is  a  matter  with 
which  we,  the  Court,  can  have  nothing 
to  do,  because  if  he  should — which  la 
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not  likely — in  the  least  abuse  the  pos- 
session of  such  documents  he  is  respon- 
sible to  Parliament,  as  he  ought  to  be, 
and  is  not  responsible  to  any  other 
person.  My  Lords,  I  thank  you  for 
the  attention  which  you  have  given  to 
me,  and  I  make  this  Motion,  vrhich  is 
leally  for  the  purpose  of  making  these 
remarks,  and  vthxch  I  will  either  press 
or  withdraw  as  your  Lordships  think  fit. 

Moved, "  That  a  copy  of  Rule  33a  in 
Part  H.  of  the  Rules  of  the  Supreme 
Court  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House."— (rA«  Lord  Coleridge.) 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
inasmuch  as  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  stated  that  a  Rule  has  now 
been  made  which  provides  that  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  under 
whose  advice  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  acts,  will  in  future  be  in 
a  position  to  require  the  delivery  to  the 
latter  of  impounded  documents  if  they 
consider  it  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
considering,  whether  there  should  be 
a  prosecuuon  and  a^inst  whom  it 
should  proceed,  all  that  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  said  is  really  now 
matter  of  past  historj-.  It  refers  to  an 
incident  which  cannot  occur  again,  and, 
being  matter  of  past  history,  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  up  your  Lordships' 
time  in  discussing  it.  In  future  no 
such  difficulty  can  arise  as  has  arisen 
in  the  past ;  and,  although  different 
views  may  be  taken  perhaps  with 
regard,  for  example,  to  the  question 
how  far  it  is  lor  the  Judges  to 
consider  against  whom  prosecutions 
should  be  maintained  by  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  upon  such  difference 
of  opinion.  All  that  is  removed 
absolutely  for  the  future  by  the  definite 
Rule  which  has  been  passed,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  useful  object  would  be 
sen-ed  by  discussing  what  certainly 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbuby)  :  I  only  desire  to  say  that 
when  the  Rule  in  its  original  form 
was  first  proposed  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
I  can  answer  that  it  did  not  occur  to 
any  one  of  the  Rule  Committee  that  there 
would  be  any  probability  of  a  conflict 
arising  between  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
Judges  and  the  people  representing  the 


s,  1892}     Belief  {Scotland}  Bill  1514. 

Public  Prosecutor.  The  real  object, 
was  to  have  a  regular  Rule  that  docu- ' 
meuts  should  be  placed  in  custody 
when  they  are  impounded  by  the  Court, 
and — in  the  sense  that  there  was  no 
Rule  about  the  matter — that  the  some- 
what unauthorised  and  irregular  custody 
by  the  officers  of  the  Court  should  be 
protected  by  a  Rule,  and  that  there 
should  be  some  authority  to  whom 
application  might  properly  be  made — 
the  whole  intention  being  to  keep  back 
from  idle  and  prurient  curiosity  docu- 
ments that  might  have  been  received 
in  Court,  and  for  which  no  le^timate 
reason  could  be  alleged  that  they  ought 
to  be  inspected  or  seen.  The  moment  it 
occurred  to  the  Rule  Committee  that 
the  Rule,  so  framed,  could  be  so  inter- 
preted, and  possibly  so  misunderstood, 
as  to  place  any  bar  in  the  way  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  without  any 
exception  at  all,  including  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Rule  ought  to  be 
amended  at  once ;  and  we  have  passed 
a  Rule,  as  your  Lordships  have  heard 
from  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  who 
last  sat  down,  to  prevent  any  such  con- 
flict of  opinion  arising  in  future. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House) 

withdrawn. 

EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL: 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

*LoBD  BALFOUR:  My  Lords,  I 
will  ask  your  Lordships  to  allow  mo  to 
explain  in  a  very  few  words  the 
necessity  that  has  arisen  for  the  intro- 
duction and  passage  of  this  Bill. 
Those  of  your  Lordships  who  are 
connected  with  Scotland  will  be  aware 
that,  under  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1889,  the  residue  of  the  Probate  and 
Excise  Duties,  amounting  to  about 
£250,000,  was  assigned  for  the  payment 
of  fees  in  the  public  elementary  schools. 
That  sum  was  to  be  distributed  as  a 
capitation  grant,  but  the  amount  was 
not  a  fixed  one,  because  it  depended 
upon  the  amount  of  the  probate  grant 
for  the  United  Kingdom.  For  the  first 
year  the  sum  distriouted  was  sufficient 
to  pay  a  capitation  grant  of  about 
eleven  shillings  for  every  child  in 
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average  attendance  at  the  pubHc  schools 
in  Scotland ;  for  the  next  year  the 
amount  had  rather  increased,  and  it 
was  further  supplemented  » by  an 
additional  sum  of  £40,000  paid  out  of 
the  Local  Taxation,  the  Customs  and 
Excise  Act  Fund  of  1890 ;  so  that  the 
whole  amount  availabte  in  that  year 
was  sufficient  to  pay  a  grant,  not  of 
eleven  shillings  as  in  the  previous 
year,  but  of  twelve  shillings,  tor  every 
child  in  average  attendance  in  Scot- 
land. Last  year,  as  your  Lordships 
know,  a  grant  was  made  of  public 
funds  for  relieving  fees  in  elementary 
Bchools  in  England.  That  however, 
cjuld  not  be  done  out  of  the  same  fund 
as  was  devoted  to  that  puroose  in 
Scotland,  because  that  fundm  England 
had  been  already  devoted  to  various 
purposes  under  the  provisions  that 
had  been  arranged  in  the  previous 
year.  Therefore  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  provided  for  the  payment 
of  fees  in  English  schools  out  of  a 
Parliamentary  Vote,  the  amount  being 
calculated  at  ten  shillings  a  head.  It  is 
obvious  when  that  was  donefor  England, 
that  Scotland  had  a  claim  to  an  equi- 
valent sum.  Scotland,  as  I  have  said 
to  your  Lordships,  had  provided  for 
the  relief  of  the  payment  of  the  fees  of 
schools  out  of  the  Probate  and  Excise 
Orant*  which  had  gone  in  Englajid  to 
the  relief  of  the  rates.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  when  England  got  the  fees  paid 
out  of  public  funds  it  was  obvious  that 
Scotland  had  a  right  to  have  a  propor- 
tionate sum  paid  out  of  the  pxiblic 
funds  for  Scottish  purposes.  Now  the 
pr-)portion,  established  by  careful 
inquiry,  out  of  one  hundred  would  be 
eleven  for  Scotland,  eighty  for  England, 
and  nine  for  Ireland.  On  this  calcula- 
tion the  sum  which  is  to  be  paid  to  put 
Scotland  on  an  equality  with  England 
in  this  matter  amounts  to  about 
£265,000 ;  but  it  is  also  obvious  that  an 
increased  amount  will  have  to  be  paid 
to  Scotland  if  the  amount  paid  in 
future  years  f«r  England  at  the  rate  of 
ten  shillings  a  head  fails  to  be 
increased.  Now  it  might,  no  doubt, 
have  been  possible  simply  to  assign 
this  sum  ol  £265,000  a  year  to  the 
various  purposes  for  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  employ  it  in 
England ;  hut  I  am  assured  that  this 
would  lead  to  very  grave  inconvenience, 
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and  it  would  for  all  time  to  come  have 
prevented    the    proper  comparison 
between    the    local   taxation  relief 
granted  in  England  and  that  granted 
in  Scotland.    It  has  accordingly  been 
thought  better  to  transfer  the  payment 
of  the  fees  in  Scotland,  as  in  England, 
to  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  and  to  set 
free   an   equivalent   sum  from  the 
Probate    and    Licence    Duties  to 
be  employed  for  miscellaneous  pur- 
poses ;    but,    on    the   other  hand, 
it  was  not  thought  right  to  make 
the  fee  grant  in  Scotland,  as  it  is  in 
England,  a  mere  fixed  capitation  grant 
of  ten  shillings,  because  the  fee  in 
public  elementary  schools  in  Scotland 
averages  more  nearly  twelve  shillings 
than  ten  shillings.    It  has,  therefore, 
been  necessary  to  introduce  this  Bill ; 
and  the  way  in   which    this  Bill 
regulates  the  matter  is  as  follows  : 
The  Scotch  Education  Department  will 
receive  from  the  Exchequer  a  sinn 
equal  to  eleven-eightieths  of  the  grant 
for  the  payment  of  fees  in  England  year 
by  year.    This  year  that  sum  will  be 
£265,000  ;    but    it    will  be  eleven- 
hundredths  of  the  sum  which  is  paid  to 
England,  whatever  that  sum  may  be. 
To  this  amount  the  sum  of  £40,000, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned  as  being 
given  under  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Act,  1890,  will  be  added,  and  in  return 
that  fund  will  surrender  £250.000  oat 
of  the  Probate  and  Licence  residue,  and 
will  receive  what  is  left  of  that  residue. 
This  year  what  is  left  will  amount  alto- 
gether, as  I  have  said,  to  £265,000,  and 
with  the  £40,000  and  the  remnant  of  the 
Probate  and  Licence  residue  the  sum 
available  for  fees  in  Scotland  is  expected 
to  amount  to  £307,000.    Now  it  has 
been  thought  better  to  deal  with  the 
distribution  of  the  £265,000,  now  paid 
to  Scotland  for  the  first  time,  in  a  com- 
prehensive manner,  and  in  terms  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  rather  than  to  leave 
it  to  be  distributed  year  by  yeai*  either 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  or  by  a  Minute  of  any  Public 
Department;  and  it  has  been  thought 
better  to  place  in  the  Act  of  Parhament, 
within  certain  limits,  the  objects  to 
which  it  is  to  be  attributed,  rather  than 
to  leave  the  matter  to  local  option.  \% 
is  thought  that,  if  there  is  a  fund  so 
large  as  this  to  be  struggled  for  year  by 
year,  it  would  lead  in  future  to  a  great 
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'deal  of  dispute  and  very  likely  jealousy 
and  heartboming ;  and  therefore 
that  it  is  much  better  to  settle  it,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  settled,  within  the  terms  of 
.an  Act  of  Parliament.  My  Lords,  in 
suggesting  to  Parliament  the  alloca- 
tion of  this  sum,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  considered  carefully  the 
various  claims  that  were  made  ujpon 
him  for  attention  and  consideration. 
•Of  course  there  was  a  party  who  urged 
%hat  the  whole  sum  should  be  given  iu 
relief  of  the  rates,  and  anybody  who 
had  a  special  subject  which  he  thought 
more  specially  worthy  of  attention  put 
in  a  claim  for  a  share  of  the  fund.  My 
Lords.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  the 
abstract  I  think  the  Scottish  ratepayer 
would  have  a  very  strong  claim  to  a 
very  large  portion  of  this  fund,  perhaps 
to  the  whole  of  it,  because  he  had  not 
for  three  years  got  the  relief  which  his 
English  brother  had  got.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  the  incidence  of  local 
rating  is  not,  perhaps,  so  severely  felt  in 
Scotland  as  it  is  in  England,  because 
new  rates,  as  your  Lord^ips  are  aware, 
are  in  that  country,  for  most 
purposes,  divided  between  occupiers 
.and  owners.  I  must  say  I  think  those 
who  are  more  particularly  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
^Scottish  ratepayer  are  entitled  to 
have  it  said  publicly  on  this  occasion 
that  they  have  shown  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  generosity  in 
this  matter,  because  so  far  as  we  could 
;gather,  they  are  quite  content  with  the 
allocation  which  is  made  in  this  Bill. 
The  whole  sum,  as  I  have  indicated, 
has  not  been  given  to  the  relief  of  the 
rates  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  £30,000  a 
year  has  been  assigned  to  the  Uni- 
versities, and  that  sum  will  be  distri- 
buted according  to  an  Ordinance  which 
is  to  be  issued  hereafter  by  the  Uni- 
versities Commission  which  is  now 
sitting.  Next,  your  Lordships  will  find 
a  provision  in  the  Bill  for  allocating 
£60,000  to  the  purposes  of  secon- 
•dary  education;  £3,000  out  of  that  sum 
will  be  required  to  carry  out  the 
inspection  of  secondary  schools  pro- 
vided for  under  a  recent  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  which  has  only  been  carried 
■on  up  to  the  present  time  with  consider- 
able difficulty  for  want  of  funds ;  and 
■out  of  that  £3,000  also  will  be  paid  the 
•expenses  of  the  examinations  conducted 


in  most  of  the  higher  class  schools  of 
Scotland  for  granting  leaving  certificates. 
The  balance  of  the  sum  that  I  have 
mentioned— £50.000— will,  I  think,  be 
a  substantial  assistance  to  the  higher 
education  schools.  I  can  assure  your 
Lordships,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that 
there  is  no  object  to  which  assistance 
can  be  better  devoted,  or  for  which 
assistance  is  more  urgently  required, 
than  for  the  promotion  of  higher  educa- 
tion schools.  I  had  the  honour  of 
serving  upon  a  Commission,  of  which  I 
was  appointed  Chairman  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Earl  Spencer) — who  is  not  in  the 
House  now — some  ten  years  ago,  and 
the  result  of  that  work,  which  was  to 
reorganise  the  educational  endowments 
of  Scotland,  convinced  me  that  in  many 
districts  higher  education  was  suffering 
from  the  educational  policy  of  past  years 
— I  do  not  say  sufferingin  any  way  which 
might  not  have  been  expected,  or  was 
not  perhaps  the  inevitable  consequence 
■of  what  had  been  done  for  primary 
education  in  1872 ;  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
of  the  Uu*ger  centres  of  population  and 
some  districts  of  the  country  that  were 
well  off  for  endowments,  the  provision 
made  from  public  funds  and  other 
sources  for  secondary  education  was 
lamentably  deficient,  not  only  for  the 
wants  of  the  population  in  the  abstract, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  provision  which 
had  been  made  for  primary  education  ; 
and  also  in  comparison  with  the  atten- 
tion which  has  for  many  years  been 
devoted  to  University  education  in 
Scotland.  Hy  Lords,  I  sincerely  hope 
and  believe  that  this  sum  of  £57,000 
will  be  a  really  substantial  assistance 
to  secondary  education  in  Scotland.  A 
great  deal  of  discussion  has  taken  place 
as  to  the  terms  upon  which  it  should 
be  distributed.  That  matter  is  not 
contained  in  this  Bill ;  but  it  has  been 
remitted  to  a  Committee  over  which 
Lord  Elgin  presides,  and  he  has  to 
assist  him  persons  skilled  in  education, 
not  only  as  regards  the  special  circum- 
stances of  S(X>tland,  but  as  regards 
what  has  been  done  in  Wales,  and  also 
with  some  English  experience;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  out- 
come of  their  deliberations  will  be  such 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland's 
Department  and  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  will  find  great  assist- 
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anoe  tn  Bpecifying  the.  conditions  upon, 
which  this  money  is  to  be  distributed. 

The  remainder  of  this  sum  of  .£265,000 
which  is  dealt  with  under  this  Act  is 
devoted  in  the  following  proportions : 
v£25,000  goes  to  the  Parochial  Boards 
in  addition  to  the  grant  they  now  re- 
ceive for  pauper  lunatics  under  the 
Local  Government  Act ;  £50,000  will 
go  to  the  same  Public  Bodies  for  the 
relief  of  local  rates ;  and  the  remaining 
sum  of  £100,000  will  be  given  to  the 
County  Councils  and  to  the  Town 
Councils,  partly  in  the  relief  of  the 
rates  which  they  administer,  and 
partly,  as  the  words  of  the  Bill  express 
it,  for  any  scheme  of  public  utility 
framed  by  those  bodies  respectively, 
but  which  shall  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
You  have  therefore,  in  the  apportion- 
ment uf  that  large  sum,  the  initiation 
of  the  Local  Authority,  controlled  and 
regulated  by  the  wider  experience  of 
those  at  headquarters.  I  believe,  my 
Lords,  that  although  there  has  been 
considerable  discussion  about  the 
terms  of  this  Bill  in  another  place,  so 
faraslcan  now  gather  from  theordinary 
channels  of  information  and  from  com- 
munications that  reach  me,  there  is  no 
general  dissatisfaction,  hut,  on  the 
contrary,  a  considerable  amount  of 
satisfaction  at  the  settlement  which 
has  been  reached,  and  to  which, 
by  passing  this  Bill,  Task  your  Lord- 
ships to  give  your  sanction.  I  beg  to 
move  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time  ;  and  I  propose  to  put  it 
down  for  Committee  on  Thursday 
next,  if  your  Lordships  are  good  enough 
to  give  it  a  Second  Beading  to-day. 

Moved,' '  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
—{The  Lord  Balfour,) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2' 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day nest. 

MIXED   MARRIAGES,  MALTA. 

question.  observations. 

•TheArchbishopofCANTERBURY: 
My  Lords,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  a  very  few  words  in  explanation  of 
the  question  which  I  have  placed  upon 
ihe  Paper.  Your  Lordships  will  re- 
member that  some  time  e^o  there  was 
very  considerable  anxiety  among  many 
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of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  Island 
of  Malta  on  account  of  the  doubt  which 
had  been  thrown  by  independent 
authorities  upon  the  validity  of  mar- 
riages which  had  been  celebrated  by 
other  than  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy. 
A  question  was  raised  as  to  the  validity 
of  past  marriages,  and  as  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  in  future.  The  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial  Office 
promised  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  true  state  of  the  law^ 
and  also  in  March,  1890,  Mr.  Smith,  in 
the  other  House,  promised  that  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privj*  Council  in  order 
to  obtain  an  exact  statement  of  the 
existing  relations.  Some  time  has 
elapsed  and  the  anxiety  upon  this  sub- 
ject has  not  diminished,  although  it  is 
known  that  inquiries  have  been 
proceeding  and  the  anxiety  has  been 
increased  recently  by  the  appear- 
ance in  Malta  in  the  Government 
Gazette  of  the  1st  June  of  a  Draft 
Ordinance  on  the  subject  proposed  to  be 
enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Malta  ^vith 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council 
of  the  Government  thereof.  I  am 
aware,  of  course,  that  this  is  of  no  pre- 
sent value  until  it  has  received  confir- 
mation in  England ;  but  nevertheless 
as  it  is  a  Draft  Ordinance,  and  as  it 
threatens  to  place  the  anxious  part  of 
the  population  in  a  worse  position  than 
they  were  in  before,  the  anxiety  has 
deepened  greatly  just  now,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  a  strong  feelmg  upon  the 
subject  in  the  island,  and  amongst 
those  great  communities  which,  one  or 
other,  are  interested  in  all  the  Protes- 
tant population  of  the  island.  The  first 
Article  of  this  draft  states  that  in 
future  a  mixed  marriage  contracted 
between  a  person  who  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  a  Protestant  shall  be  in- 
valid. In  fact,  the  statement  is  that 
it  should  have  no  civil  effect  either  in 
regard  to  married  persons  or  their  issue 
unless  it  be  celebrated  according  to  the 
ritesof  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
by  priests  of  that  Church.  It  is  not 
the  less  important,  but  rather  more,  to 
observe  the  third  Article,  which  states 
that  the  marriage  between  persons 
who,  with  a  view  to  elude  the  laws  of 
the  CathoUc  Church,  or  in  Jraudem 
legis,  have  abandoned  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  is  invalid.   This  i» 
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more  formidable  because  it  threatens 
an  inquisition  into  motives  of  a  painful 
and  may  be  of  a  destructive  character. 
I  venture  therefore  to  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  an  answer  to  the 
question  which  I  have  placed  upon  the 
Paper  before  your  Lordships  :  Whether 
the  questions  of  the  validity  of  the 
unmixed  (Protestant)  and  mixed 
marriages,  celebrated  in  Malta  by 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  Ebgland  and  by 
Presbyterian  and  Wesleyan  ministers 
since  the  British  occupation  of  the 
island,  have  been  referred  to  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
in  order  to  obtain  an  authoritative 
declaration  of  law  relating  to  the 
validity  of  such  marriages ;  and,  if  the 
questions  raised  have  not  been  so 
referred,  whether  the  Order  of  Reference 
will  be  completed  before  the  Dissolution 
•  of  the  present  Parliament  ? 

-The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Lord  Knutsfobd)  : 
I  think  I  can  relieve  the  mind  of  the 
most  rev.  Prelate.  As  regards  that 
Draft  Ordinance,  it  is  so  far  as  I  know 
a  Draft  Ordinance  which  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  Legislative  Council 
by  an  unofficial  Member  for  whom 
we  are  not  responsible,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  likely  to  get  what 
is  called  here  a  Second  Beading  ;  but, 
assuming  that  it  did  pass  the  Council, 
I  can  undertake  that  it  shall  not  receive 
Her  Majesty's  Assent  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  My  Lords,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  of  these  marriages 
is  about  to  be  referred  to  the  Judicial 
Committee.  A  case  has  been  prepared 
by  Dr.  Tristram  in  support  of  the  con- 
tention that  the  marriages  are  valid, 
and  the  other  case  has  been  prepared 
by  Sir  Giusseppe  Carbone,  the  Crown 
Advocate  in  Malta,  in  support  of  the 
view  which  he  contended  for,  and  which 
I  had  occasion  once  before  to  state 
to  your  Lordships,  of  the  invalidity  of 
the  marriages.  I  think  I  may  say 
that  the  cases  are  now  ready,  and 
it  is  intended  that  an  Order  in  Council 
shall  be  passed  at  the  next  Council 
referring  these  two  cases  to  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 


CORONERS'   DEPUTIEB   BILL.  ; 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"—{Th4!  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,, 
my  attention  has  been  called  to  two- 
matters  in  this  Bill  to  which  I  should 
like  to  direct  the  attention  of  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend.  I  understand  that 
this  Bill  for  the  first  time  makes  it 
necessary  for  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  be  obtained  in  the  case 
of  the  appointment  of  deputies  for 
County  Coroners.  The  approval  is  not 
necessary  as  I  understand  in  the  case  of 
all  Coroners. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  Yes, 
it  is. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  But  in  some 
boroughs  Coroners  are  appointed,  as  I 
understand,  by  the  County  Council  ? 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  Yes. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL  :  That  is  what 
I  had  in  view ;  it  is  the  borough  county 
to  which  my  observations  apply,  and 
whether  it  is  necessary  in  those  casea^ 
to  require  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  which  has  not  hitherto  been 
required,  I  should  like  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  to  consider.  Also  for  the 
first  time,  as  I  understand,  in  the  case 
of  a  County  Coroner  it  is  necessary  for 
him  to  obtain  a  certificate  signed  by  a- 
Justice  of  the  Peace  before  he  can  be 
absent  and  his  deputy  can  act.  That 
requirement  is  said  to  give  rise,  even 
in  the  case  of  Borough  Coroners,  to  very 
considerable  inconvenience ;  and  it  has- 
been  represented  to  me  that  it  is  not 
an  expedient  policy  to  extend  that  to- 
the  County  Coroners,  as  is  done  by  the 
Bill.  I  will  not  say  more  now,  but  I 
ask  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
to  consider  those  matters  which  have 
been  represented  to  me. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole  House  To-morrov7* 

GALWAY  INFIRMARY  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  LORD  PBIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  Lords,  this  Bill  pro- 
vides for  the  re-constitution  of  Galway 
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Infirmary  as  a  Public  General  Hos- 
pital available  fot  patients  in  the  town 
«8  well  as  in  the  coiinty.  The  institu- 
tion was  originally  a  eonnty  infirmary, 
and  will  in  fature,  so  far  as  it  is  not 
self-supporting,  be  maintained  out  of 
the  poor  rate. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
Sr.— (The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

SMALL  AGRICULTUKAL  HOLDINGS 
BILL. 

REPORT  OP  AMENDMENTS. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Beport  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  read. 

Eabl  cadogan  :  My  Lords,  there 
.are  a  few  Amendments,  which  I  am 
sorry  to  say  are  not  printed,  because 
there  was  no  time  to  do  so,  which  I 
wish  to  propose  to  your  Lordships. 

Clause  4. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  My  Lords,  I  pro- 
pose in  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out 

them  "  and  insert  "  the  Council "  ;  it 
is  purely  a  verbal  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  I  move,  in  page 
4,  line  35,  after  the  word  "  be"  insert 
the  word  "divided,"  and  leave  out 
the  word  "let,"  and  insert  the  same 
word  after  the  word  "assign."  In 
the  clause  as  it  was  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee, the  word  "sub-let"  was  in- 
serted, and  the  word  "  let "  was 
omitted.  The  clause,  as  I  propose  to 
amend  it,  will  read  as  follows  : — 

"  That  the  holdisga  should  not  be  divided, 
tab-divided,  assigned,  or  sab-let,  witboat  tbe 
eotuent  of  we  County  CoaooU." 

Claiute,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment to  move  in  page  5,  line  5,  to 
meet  the  objection  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Basing)  to  the  wording  of 
the  sub-section  (g)  which  was  moved 
in  Committee.  I  promised  to  bring 
up  a  new  sub-section,  whicli  is  as 
loUows : — 

"  In  the  ease  of  any  holding,  on  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  County  CoancU  a  dwelliog- 
iioase  ongbt  not  to  be  erected,  no  dwelling- 
hoQse  shall  be  erected  on  tbe  holding  without 
Ute  consent  of  the  County  Council." 

Earl  Cadogan 


It  is  simply  an  amended  form  of  the 
same  sub-section  which  was  approved 
in  Committee. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. 

Lord  HEESCHELL:  My  Lordi*. 
before  moving  the  Amendment  of  which 
I  have  given  notice,  I  should  like  to  ask 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  whether 
something  must  not  be  done  as  regards 
Clause  10  ? 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOR:  I 
have  some  Amendments  to  move  with' 
regard  to  Clause  10.  I  think  the  form 
in  which  Clause  10  was  left  by  the 
Amendments  actually  made  renders  it 
impossible  for  the  clause  to  stand  as  it 
is.  I  liave  to  move,  in  page  6,  lines  1 
and  2,  to  leave  out  "sold  a  small  hold- 
ing to  a  purchaser"  iind  insert  "pur- 
chased the  land  ";  in  Hues  2  and  3  to 
leave  out  "for  bis  registration  as  the 
proprietor  "  and  insert  "for  registration 
as  proprietor";  and  to  leave  out  all 
after  "  1875  "  in  line  3  to  the  end  of 
line  9.  That  would  make  the  clause 
workable  as  it  was  amended  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendments  ELgreed  to. 

New  Clause  11. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords, 
in  making  the  proposal  to  insert  the 
clause  of  which  I  gave  notice,  in  place 
of  that  which  was  struck  out  at  the 
last  stage  of  the  Bill,  I  desire  to  say  at 
the  outset  that,  if  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment state  that  they  intend,  as 
was  suggested  at  all  events  by  the  noble 
Earl  in  charge  of  the  BiU,  to'  propose  a 
clause  in  another  place,  in  substitu- 
tion for  that  which  was  struck  out  at 
the  last  stage  of  the  Bill,  I  shall,  on 
receiving  that  assurance,  at  once  with- 
draw my  proposal ;  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  the  particular  form  in  which  I 
have  proposed  it  before  your  Lordships, 
or  to  press  it  at  aU  here,  if  I  receive 
the  assurance  that  the  Government  in- 
tend, as  was  at  one  time  suggested,  to 
make  the  proposal  in  another  place. 
But,  my  Lords,  supposing  I  do  not 
receive  that  assurance,  I  shall  ask  your 
Lordships  to  adopt  this  clause.  Un- 
doubtedly it  is  a  matter  to  wbich  many 
persons  attach  very  considerable  im- 
portance, and  I  do  not  think  that  to 
adopt  it  would  be  making  any  violent 
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change  in  the  law ;  it  would  be  pro- 
ceeding in  the  direction  in  which  the 
L^slature  has  to  some  extent  already 
proceeded  in  the  Act  which  was  referred 
to  when  this  matter  was  last  discussed, 
which  made,  in  the  case  of  small  pro- 
perties, a  provision  for  the  widow 
whether  the  estate  be  real  or  personal 
estate.  But  it  is  only  for  the  widow 
that  they  have  made  provision  where 
the  estate  does  not  exceed  £500.  Sup- 
posing there  be  no  widow  in  the  case 
of  small  property,  the  whole  of  it  will 
go  still  to  the  eldest  son,  and  there  is 
no  provision  whatever  for  the  younger 
children.  Now  we  expect  these  small 
holdings  to  be  held  by  persons  who 
will  have  but  little  property ;  very 
often  the  whole  of  that  property  will 
be  invested  in  this  shape ;  and  they 
will  certainly  be  of  a  class  amongst 
whom  it  is  extremely  common  not  to 
make  wills ;  it  is  in  the  case  of  these 
small  owners  of  property  that  the  pre- 
sent law  of  intestacy  has  the  widest 
operation.  The  owners  of  large  estates 
almost  invariably  dispose  of  them 
either  by  settlement  or  by  will ;  but 
amongst  the  owners  of  small  portions 
of  landed  property  I  believe  the  prac- 
tice is  exactly  the  contrary,  and  that 
yoa  would  find  it  is  a  mmority  only 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  making  wills. 
I  was  told  in  a  part  of  the  country 
where  there  are  a  number  of  small 
freeholders,  by,  I  forget  whether  it  was 
the  Conservative  candidate,  at  all  events 
it  wasa  Conservative  attending  a  meeting 
there,  that  he  asked  those  present 
among  the  small  owners  of  land  who 
had  made  wills  to  hold  up  their  hands, 
and  then  those  who  had  not  made  wills  ; 
and  the  vast  majority  had  not  made 
wills.  And  I  think  that  the  experience 
one  has  had  as  Law  Officer  ^ows  how 
common  a  thing  it  is,  even  in  cases 
where  a  person,  being  illegitimate,  has 
no  heir,  so  that  the  property  would  go 
to  the  Crown,  that  still  no  will  is  made, 
and  the  children  are  left  unprovided 
for,  and  dependent  upon  any  grant  that 
tbey  may  apply  for  from  the  Crown. 
Therefore  you  have  these  small  owners 
very  often  not  making  wills ;  and  I 
think  that  the  law  ought,  if  possible, 
to  make,  so  far  as  it  can,  for  those  who 
do  not  make  wills,  a  just  distribution  of 
the  property.  In  the  case  of  these 
Rmall  owners  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  a 


just  distribution  that  the  whole  of  the 
property  will  go  to  the  eldest  son  and 
nothing  be  left  to  the  other  children. 
Of  course  a  measure  of  this  sort — and- 
that  I  think  is  a  justification  for  deal- 
ing with  it  as  is  proposed  in  this  Bill — 
tends  to  increase  that  state  of  things. 
You  are  intending  here  to  encourage  a 
number  of  people  to  own  a  small  piece 
of  land  only  ;  that  is  the  very  object  of 
your  Bill.    Therefore  you  are  going  to- 
induce  a  number  of  persons,  who  other- 
wise might  have  had  such  savings  as 
tbey  had  gathered  invested  in  a  fashion 
by  which,  in  cases  of  intestacy,  all 
would  be  distributed  amongst  their- 
children,  to  invest  them  in  such  form 
that,  if  they  die  intestate,  the  whole- 
will  go  to  one  child  and  the  others  will 
be  unprovided  for ;  and  the  question  is. 
whether,  when  introducing  a  measure 
which  would   have   that  effect,  the 
proper  course  is  not  that  which  com- 
mended itself  to  the  other  House — ■ 
namely,  to  deal  exceptionally,  by  way 
of  legislation,  with  the  small  holdings, 
and  to  provide  that  they  shall  descend 
as  personal  estate  ?    My  Lords,  it  is 
said  that  this  will  create  an  anomalv— 
and  that  no  doubt  is  the  case ;  but 
there  is  a  good  deal  that  is  anomalous 
in  the  Bill  itself.   You  are  interfering 
in  this  way  to  induce  persons  to  become 
the  proprietors  of  these  small  holdinge, , 
and  that  law  is  justified  on  account 
of  the  public  benefit  which  will  result- 
I  do  not  think  it  will  create  any  real 
confusion  or  difficulty,  because  all  this 
land  is  to  be  registered  ;  and  I  should 
propose,    if  this    Amendment  were 
carried,  as  a  consequential  Amendment 
at  the  next  stage  of  the  Bill,  to  require 
that  it  should  appear  on  the  face  (»  the 
register  when  it  is  conveyed  under  thia 
Act  as  a  sm^  holding.    You  will 
therefore  have  on  the  face  of  the 
register  a  clear  indication  that  it  was 
land  under  this  Act,  and  to  which 
therefore  this  clause  would  apply.  That 
I  think  would  prevent  doubt,  difficulty,, 
or  confusion,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
land  came  within  the  clause  which  I 
am  now  proposing.    Even  supposing 
that  the  difficulties  are  greater  than 
theyare,  I  would  submit  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  they  are  not  at  fJl  sufficient 
to  outweigh  the  injustice  that  is  likely 
to  result  from  the  change  in  the  law 
which  will  aggravate  the  evils  of  the 
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■existing  system.  And  those  who  desire 
that  the  law  should  remain  unchanged, 
I  should  have  thought,  would  have  de- 
sired to  remove  one  of  their  difficulties 
by  encouraging  a  change  in  the  law 
such  as  this  in  the  case  of  small  pro- 
perties. But  the  fear  is,  after  all, 
.as  to  its  effect  upon  larger  estates 
and  family  properties.  That  is  the 
reason  they  are  apprehensive  of  the 
change  in  the  law,  and  desire  that  it 
should  not  be  made.  But  the  views 
they  express  really  do  not  apply  to  such 
s.nall  holdings  as  these,  to  which  alone 
the  change  of  the  law  would  be  appli- 
.  cable.  I  hope,  therefore,  your  Lordships 
will  see  your  way  to  make  this  change. 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  will  tend  in 
the  direction  of  a  just  distribution  of  the 
property  ;  that  It  will  tend  to  make  the 
measure  more  popular  than  it  is ;  and 
that  its  tendency  will  be  to  create  more 
of  these  small  holders  of  land,  in  whose 
•case  the  present  law  frequently  works 
an  injustice.  Sly  Lords,  I  move  the  new 
clause  which  I  have  put  on  the  Paper. 

Moved,  after  Clause  10,  to  insert  a 
new  Clause — 

"  Where  b  County  Council  have  sold  a  small 
.holding  to  a  purchaser  under  thlii  Act  and  be 
.has  been  registered  as  proprietor  as  herein- 
'  before  provided,  the  land  so  sold  thereupon  be 
aodremMn  personal  property;  provided  that 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  render  any  such 
land  liable  to  probate  duty  or  legacy  duty,  or 
•«xenipt  it  from  snceeHsion  duty." — (TAe  Lord 
Herschell.) 

The  PBIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY OP  STATE  FOB  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  the  difficulty  that 
we  have  to  deal  with  is  that  there  is  a 
balance  of  advantages  on  both  sides ;  I 
do  not  maintain  that  the  argument  is 
all  'one  side ;  but  there  seem  to  me 
-serious  objections  to  the  course  recom- 
mended by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
of  which  he  has  taken  no  notice.  The 
first  objection  is  one  that  I  ventured  to 
bring  before  him  the  other  ni^t,  and 
vtrhich  I  thought  he  swept  away  in  a 
summary  manner  which  showed  that 
he  had  not  sufficiently  considered  it ; 
and  it  is  this  :  that  the  operation  of 
your  clause  in  cases  of  intestacy  will  be 
precisely  in  the  opposite  direction  to 
the  operation  which  you  desire  to  give 
your  Bill.  That  is  to  say,  that  if 
we  assume  cases  of  intestacy  to  be 

Lord  Herschell 


very  numerous  —  I  take  that  as 
the  hypothesis — your  small  holdings 
will  be  re-absorbed  in  larger  estates 
almost  as  fast  as  you  make  them  ; 
whenever  there  is  intestacy,  if  this 
clause  passes,  practically  the  small 
holding  must  be  sold ;  the  County 
Coimeil  are  not  forced  to  sell  it,  but 
they  are  invited  to  sell  it.  But  there 
is  another  circumstance  of  which 
sufficient  account  has  not  been  taken. 
By  the  Act  of  1890  where  there  is  real 
property  a  scale  is  given  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  its  value  is,  and,  on  its 
value  so  ascertained,  the  widow  must 
have  £500  worth,  if  there  is  so  much. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  I  think  that 
is  whether  it  is  real  or  personal. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
That  is  true  ;  but,  in  the  case  of  real 
property,  without  selling  the  property, 
a  scale  is  indicated  by  which  you  may 
ascertain  what  the  value  is — it  is  to  be 
twenty-five  years'  purchase  of  the 
Income  Tax  value  of  the  land.  But  if 
it  is  personal  property  there  is  no  such 
scale ;  you  are  simply  to  take  the  net 
value  of  the  property  after  all  debts 
and  liabilities  have  been  cleared  up. 
I  submit  myself  to  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite ;  but  my  impres- 
sion is  that,  for  the  purpose  of  paying; 
a  debt  of  that  kind,  executors  would 
very  seldom  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  valuing  the  property, 
but  practically  they  would  always  put 
it  up  for  sale.  The  result,  therefore, 
of  the  clause,  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  brought  forward,  will  be  that  these 
small  holdings,  in  all  eases  of  intestacy, 
will  be  sold;  if  sold,  they  would  be 
sold  by  auction  ;  and  you  know  what 
the  state  of  things  is  in  countrv 
districts  ;  you  know  how  many  biddei's 
there  are  for  small  holdings  to  keep 
them  in  that  condition.  We  are 
obliged  to  give  special  induce- 
ments, in  the  way  of  a  very  large 
advance  of  capital,  and  the  power  of 
putting  off  payment,  in  order  to 
make  this  kind  of  purchase  as  palatable 
as  we  desire  that  it  should  be.  One  of 
two  things  is  true— either  intestacies 
are  numerous,  or  they  are  not.  If  they 
are  numerous  you  will  have  the  small 
holdings  purchased  again  by  larger 
proprietors,  and  the  main  object  with 
which  your  Bill  has  been  introduced 
will  be  frustrated.   If  intestacies  are 
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verv  few  it  ia  not  worth  while  dis- 
tiirijing  the  general  law  of  the  country 
and  the  general  uniformity  of  the 
devolution  of  freehold  estates  in  order 
to  provide  for  such  cattes.  My  Iiord%  I 
wish  that  for  all  these  disoussions  some 
measure  could  be  taken  for  ascertaining 
whether  these  intestacies  are  numerous 
or  not.  I  do  not  nieasm*e  my  ex- 
perience by  the  side  of  that  of  a  former 
Law  Officer  of  the  Crown ;  but,  such 
as  it  ia,  my  experience  is  entirely  in 
the  opposite  direction :  that  intestacy 
is  becoming  very  rare,  and  rarer  every 
day ;  that  intestacy  is  a  condition 
which  is  produced  by  want  of  education, 
and  that,  as  education  goes  on, 
intestacy  will  become  quite  an  excep- 
tional occurrence.  It  is  possible  that 
the  persons  with  whose  estates  the 
noble  Lord  had  to  deal  were  persons 
who  had  come  to  an  age  of  dtscretioil 
in  a  pre-educational  era ;  but  these 
holders,  the  owners  of  these  small 
holdings — fori  do  not  suppose  men  will 
undertake  such  an  enterprise  late  in 
life— will  ail,  or  very  nearly  all,  be 
people  who  were  under  the  age  of  four- 
teen when  twenty-two  years  ago  pro- 
-vision  was  made  for  education  in  every 
parish  in  the  country.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  doubt  the  fact  of  intestacy 
being  very  common  ;  but  I  repeat  again 
that  you  have  the  alternative  that,  if  it 
is  common,  you  will  undo  the  working 
of  your  Bill,  and,  if  it  is  not  common, 
you  will  have  incurred  the  disad- 
vantages gratuitously.  Now  the  dis- 
advantages are  real.  This  is  a  very 
serious  provision ;  it  attaches  to  the 
land,  no  matter  what  its  fate, 
no  matter  what  vicissitudes  it  may  go 
through,  a  peculiar  character  for  a]l 
time.  The  land  may  be  bought,  on  in- 
testacy, by  a  neighbouring  proprietor  of 
ten  or  twenty  acres,  and  the  holding 
may  be  merged  in  a  large  forty  or  fifty 
acre  field, — the  very  boundaries  of 
which  may  be  forgotten  ;  and  yet  there 
will  be  attached  to  that  land  this 
character  :  that  for  all  time,  on  certain 
occasions,  it  will  have  a  diflferent 
devolution  and  will  be  assigned  dif- 
ferently compared  with  the  land  by 
which  it  is  surrounded.  Surely,  there 
is  great  danger  that  these  boundaries 
will  be  forgotten,  and  people  will  not 
remember  that  this  bit  <n  land  in  a 
.grass  field  has  attached  to  it  a  dlfEwent 


law  of  devolution  from  that  of  the  land 
in  which  it  lies ;  and  great  doubt,  and 
controversy,  and  litigation,  and  loss, 
and  inju&tice  will  arise  from  the  fact  of 
the  different  destinies  of  those  two  kinds 
of  land  being  forgotten,  and  the  requisite 
precautions  for  preventing  coniusion 
not  being  taken.  I  feel  that  that  is  a 
danger ;  and  I  think  that  the  noble 
Lord,  with  his  experience  as  Law 
Ofl&cer,  will  bear  me  out  in  this :  that 
it  is  a  danger  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  with  respect  to  copyhold 
land  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  experience  that 
the  boundaries  of  a  bit  of  copyhold  land 
are  lost  sight  of,  and  you  only  know 
that  there  is  a  bit  of  copyhold  land 
somewhere  in  a  big  field,  but  you  do 
not  know  where  you  can  light  upon  it ; 
and  that  causes  great  difficulty  and 
confusion.  That  is  the  evil.  Is  there 
any  advantage  in  this  Bill  that  should 
justify  you  in  incurring  that  evil?  I 
doubt  it  very  much.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  in  the  other  House  and  in 
this  House  of  the  wife.  It  was  said 
that  by  the  Intestate  Estates  Act  of 
1890  the  wife  will  always  have 
her  £500.  The  limit  of  a  holding 
is  £50,  and  only  one-fifth  of 
that  is  paid  for;  and  my  impression 
is  that,  at  the  prices  at  which  the 
G)imty  Council  can  buy,  ten  acres  of 
land  will  very  seldom  cost  more  than 
£500.  Consequently  all  these  holdings, 
as  a  matter  of  practice,  will  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  Act  of  1890  ;  the 
widow  will  get  the  land  absolutely  as 
her  own ;  and  this  Act  converting  it 
into  personal  property  will  not  inter- 
fere. Therefore  I  do  not  think  you 
will  confer  any  advantage  whatever 
upon  the  widow.  The  only  advantage 
is  of  course  upon  the  other  children ; 
and,  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion that  land  should  be  sold  and  the 
money  equally  divided  among  the 
children,  instead  of  the  land  being  left 
to  one  son,  is  to  my  mind  a  matter  of 
very  great  doubt.  I  do  not  think  you 
are  moving  on  hues  parallel  to  the 
public  sentiment  on  that  point.  But 
finally  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  noble 
Lord  that,  as  the  Bill  stands,  it  enables 
every  'County  Goancil  to  do  exactly 
what  he  desires ;  they  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  revert  to  a  form  of  tenure 
with  which  I  am  sure  be  must  be  very 
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familiar,  namely,  a  999  year  lease,  1 
which  is  a  very  common  form  of  tenure 
in  various  parts  of  England.  That  is 
personal  property.  The  Council, 
instead  of  selling,  are  perfectly  com- 
petent to  give  999  year  leases,  and  that 
will  answer  all  the  objects  of  the 
noble  Lord,  without  running  the  very 
considerable  danger  of  the  legal  con- 
fusion which  his  very  unusual  and 
strange  enactment  may  produce.  I 
doubt  whether  the  noble  Lord  has 
sufficiently  considered  all  the  cases  in 
which  the  words  "  personal "  and 
"real"  property  are  applicable,  and 
whether  he  is  quite  certain  that  it  is 
safe,  in  this  sudden  way.  to  substitute 
the  word  "personalty"  for  the  word 
"  realty."  But,  if  the  House  desires  to 
do  it,  and  if  the  County  Councils  desire 
to  do  it,  theprovisions  of  the  Billenable 
the  County  Council,  instead  of  granting 
the  freehold,  to  grant  a  lease  for  999 
years. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  They  can 
only  do  that  where  they  are  satisfied  that 
the  persona  desiring  to  cultivate  it  are 
unable  to  buy  under  Clause  4,  Sub- 
section 2.  The  general  law  is  as  to 
land  which  they  themselves  hire  or 
otherwise. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBUBY: 
But  they  may  take  it  themselves  on  a 
999  year  lease,  which  will  meet  the 
difficulty. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  No;  they 
can  only  do  that  under  Clause  2. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY: 
They  can  do  that,  I  think,  up  to 
fifteen  acres  without  hindrance.  How- 
ever, upon  that  point,  if  it  would  meet 
the  view  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  should  be 
ready  to  introduce  modifying  words 
into  the  Bill.  But  the  advantage  of 
doing  that,  if  you  are  to  do  it,  by  way 
of  long  lease,  is  that,  as  noble  Lords 
well  know,  in  1882  an  Act  of  Lord 
Cairns  enabled  any  subsequent  free- 
holder to  convert  it  into  freehold  if  he 
pleased.  That  leaves  it  absolutely  free. 
If  it  turned  out  that  the  noble  Lord 
was  ^ving  a  gift  to  the  holder  which 
he  did  not  appreciate  and  did  not  want 
to  have,  Lord  Caims's  Act  of  1882 
would  enable  him  at  once  to  convert  it 
into  ordinary  freelK>ld.  Therefore, 
though  I  do  not  think  myself  that  any 
change  is  desirable,  and  though  I  shall 
certainly  vote  against  the  proposal  of 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


the  noble  Lord  as  it  stands  upon  the 
Paper,  if  he  wi^es  to  give  the  County 
Councils  the  power  of  making  this 
experiment,  I  suggest  that  the 
mode  of  doing  it  by  long  lease  is- 
a  *mode  which  will  not  disturb  the 
machinery  of  the  law,  and  will 
enable  all  that  is  desirable  in  his  pro- 
posal to  be  attained. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  is  pretty  clear  that 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  does  not  give  such 
power  to  the  County  Coimcil  as  the 
noble  Marquess  suggests.  There  are 
only  two  clauses  in  it  relating  to  the 
letting  of  land:  one  is  Clause  2,  by 
which  they  are  permitted  to  let  land 
where  the  purchase  would  be  too  high 
on  account  of  its  being  likely  to  be  used 
for  building  or  for  other  reasons ;  and 
the  other  is  Clause  4,  Sub-section  2, 
which  enables  the  County  Coimcil  to 
let  land  where  the  persons  are  unable- 
to  buy. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  Clause  2  em- 
powers them  to  hire. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Quite 
so ;  but  that  is  not  my  point.  My 
point  is  that  tbey  cannot  let  upon  a  999 
year  let^;  they  cannot  feu  out  the 
land,  as  it  iscalledin  Scotland, because 
they  are  given  no  such  power  except 
in  the  two  special  cases  to  which 
I  have  just  referred.  It  is  possible,  of 
course,  for  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
if  they  think  proper  and  desirable,  to 
introduce  into  the  Bill  a  power  to  the 
County  Councils  to  feu  or  let  out 
land  for  999  years.  With  regard  tO' 
the  supposed  danger  which  may  arise 
from  confusion  as  to  the  tenure  on 
which  this  land  is  held,  what  the  noble 
Marquess  said  about  copyholds  is  quite 
true ;  but  I  would  point  out  to  nim 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  confusion 
arising  under  this  Bill,  because  every 
one  of  these  holdings  will  have  to  b© 
registered,  and,  when  registered  in  the 
Registry  Office,  they  are  registered  with 
a  map  of  the  boundary  as  fixed  by  the 
map ;  and,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  deal  with  that  land  in  any  way  except 
through  the  Registry  Office,  it  is  incon- 
ceiv^Ue  that  anybody  should  be  un- 
aware that  it  is  land  which  is 
subject  to  this  particular  tenure. 
Precisely  the  same  argument  mig^t  be 
used  with  regard  to  registration  gener- 
ally. You  might  say  that  no  one  can  tell 
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— ^nor  oan  they  without  inquiry — whe- 
ther any  particuliir  land  is  registered ; 
but  you  cannot  become  possessed  of 
land  now  by  purchase,  when  once  it  is 
registered,  except  throUt^h  the  Registry 
Office.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious  tbat, 
if  you  made  the  mistake  of  imagining 
land  was  registered  when  it  was  not, 
and  you  took  possession  of  it  without 
going  to  the  Registry  Ofl&ce,  you  would 
not  be  able  to  make  good  the  title  to 
it.  With  regard  to  the  general  question 
whether  agricultural  labourers  are  in 
the  habit  of  allowing  property  to 
descend  without  making  wills,  one  must 
have  an  extensive  knowledge  to  make 
an  absolute  assertion.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  set  my  experience  against  that  of 
the  noble  Marquess  ;  but  I  have  con- 
stantly found  it  the  case — far  more 
often  than  not — that  men  holding 
small  pieces  of  land  do  not  make  wills. 
However  no  individual  can  lay  down  a 
genend  proposition  on  such  a  matter 
as  that,  and  I  should  not  be  so  rash ; 
but  it  is  my  strong  impression  that  you 
will  find  that  they  very  frequently  die 
intestate.  And  with  regard  to  what 
the  noble  Marquess  said,  that  such  an 
Amendment  as  that  which  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  proposes  would  be 
in  the  teeth  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill, 
whidu  are  that  there  should  be  small 
holdings  held  by  one  person,  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to 
suppose — at  least  if  I  read  the  Bill 
rightly — that,  when  this  land  is  sold  by 
the  action  of  the  County  Council,  it 
can  be  sold  to  a  large  landowner; 
because,  unless  the  County  Council 
■determine  that  for  special  reasons 
at  shall  be  exempt,  it  must 
(remain  for  twenty  years  subject 
to  the  conditions  in  the  Bill.  At  the 
■end  of  twenty  years,  under  all  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  emancipated  from 
those  conditions,  and  might  be  sold 
back  to  a  large  landowner.  Therefore, 
for  the  twenty  years,  for  which  you 
have  provided  that  it  shall  remain  as  a 
small  holding,  cultivated  by  one  person, 
unless  the  County  Council  otherwise 
decide  for  special  reasons,  it  cannot  be 
«old  to  any  large  landowner :  it  must 
be  sold  to  a  single  person  who  must  cul- 
tivate it  himself.  Then  as  regards  the 
effect  of  the  sub-division,  the  argument 
of  the  noble  Marquess  seems  to  me  to 
point  to  this  J  that  the  Bill  ought  to 
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provide  that,  under  no  circumstances 
whatever,  should  it  be  possible  to  sell 
this  land  in  consequence  of  sub-division. 
But  that  is  not  so  ;  because  you  leave  to 
such  holder  a  perfect  power  of  bequeath- 
ing the  land,  and,  if  he  bequeaths  the 
land  to  his  children  generally,  precisely 
the  same  operation  would  take  place  as 
if  it  takes  place  by  the  course  of  law. 
You  have  not  provided  in  the  Bill  that 
it  shall  unalterably  be  subject  alwajrs  to 
these  cond:tions,  but  you  have  provided 
that  for  twenty  years  it  shall  be  subject 
to  them  miless  the  County  Council 
shall  otherwise  direct.  My  Lords,  I 
should  have  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
hardship  to  the  family  of  a  labourer  to 
find  that,  in  consequence  of  his  not 
having  made  a  will,  all  the  children, 
except  the  eldest  son,  will  be  left  with- 
out a  share  of  the  property  whatever.  I 
cannot  conceive  anything  more  likely  to 
cause  discontent  and  discouragement 
amongst  labourers  who  may  have  be- 
come possessed  of  land.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  cannot  see  the 
balance  of  advantages  of  which  the  noble 
Marquess  spoke.  I  do  not  see  any  advan- 
tage on  the  other  side  in  maintaining 
the  present  system  of  tenure  in  this 
land.  The  only  argument  that  I  can 
see — and  that  argument  I  admit  may 
have  weight  with  some  of  your  Lord- 
ships— is  that  you  are  introducing  a 
modification  in  the  Law  of  SuccEssioh, 
and,  if  you  do  that  with  regard  to 
small  holdings,  you  may  be  paving  the 
way  for  a  similar  alteration  of  the  law 
in  regard  to  all  the  land  of  the  country. 
Apart  from  that,  it  seems  to  me  that 
every  one  of  the  arguments  are  dis- 
tinctly in  favour  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend.  The  argument  from 
the  desire  you  have  to  make  this  Bill 
generally  popular  :  the  argument  from 
your  wish  that  it  shall  not  in  any  way 
lead  to  sub-division  on  the  part  of  men 
who  become  possessed  of  small 
holdings — every  one  of  these  considera- 
tions seems  to  me  to  make  in  favour  of 
the  clause;  and  I  submit  that  it  would 
be  very  much  to  be  regretted  if  the 
Honse  should  strike  out  a  clause  put 
in  by  the  other  House,  which  I  think 
is  quite  in  accordance  with  the  general 
provisions  and  objects  of  the  Bill,  and 
which  I  cannot  see  could  lead  to  any 
serious  difficulties  or  dangers. 

3  h 
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•The  Eael  of  SELBORNE  :  My 
Lords,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  general 
question  ii  raised  by  this  Amendment 
under  very  peculiar  and  exceptional 
circumstances.  I  have  some  time 
since  given  in  my  adhesion  to  the 
general  proposition  that,  on  the  whole, 
when  the  law  has  to  make  a  will 
for  a  man  who  does  not  make  it 
himself,  the  most  equal  distribution  of 
the  property  is  the  best ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  it  were  a  question  of  general 
law,  I  should  no  doubt  adhere 
to  that  conclusion — which  was  not 
arrived  at  suddenly,  because  formerly  I 
did  not  think  so.  But  I  have  always 
felt  that  against  that  alteration  of  the 
general  law  the  strongest  argument 
arose  from  this  very  class  of  cases ; 
because  it  is  not  the  wish  of  any  of  us,  I 
should  think,  to  see  the  process  of 
absorption  of  small  holdings  into  larger 
ones  going  on,  and  we  should  certainly 
prefer  that  they  should  remain  in  the 
families  to  which  they  belong.  But  it 
has  always  seemed  to  me  that  changing 
the  tenure  from  that  of  real  to  that  of 
personal  estate  would  generally  make 
sale  necessary  ;  and  certainly  one 
is  struck  with  the  opposition  of 
that  consequence  to  what  seems  to  be 
the  policy  of  this  particular  Bill,  which 
is  to  create  small  holdings,  and,  I  pre- 
sume, that  they  should  so  continue. 
I  am  further  struck  with  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  reconciling  wiiat 
is  proposed  with  .  the  conditions 
which  are  to  be  enforced  for  twenty 
years — namely,  that  the  holding  shall 
not  be  sub-divided,  let,  assigned,  or 
sub-let  without  the  consent  of  the  County 
Council.  Now,  unless  we  assume  that 
in  these  cases  of  intestacy  the  County 
Council  would  always  allow  sub- 
division, you  will  be  placing  this  land 
in  a  very  singular  and  anomalous 
position.  If  the  Amendment  is  made 
law,  it  cannot  be  divided ;  therefore  it 
must  be  sold  if  it  is  to  be  dealt  with  at 
all. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  Clause  4, 
Sub-section  2,  contemplates  sub-division 
on  death. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
That  implies  the  consent  of  the  County 
Council. 

*The  Eabl  op  SELBORNE:  The 
County  Council  may  require  it  to  be 
sold;  but  I  see  nothing  there  about 


division.  So  far  as  assignment  is 
concerned,  the  objection  no  doubt 
would  not  arise,  but  it  could  not 
be  sub-divided  amongst  the  holders 
as  any  other  estate  might  be.  I 
confess  I  am  very  much  perplexed  with 
this.  It  seems  to  be  introducing  a  change 
into  the  law  exactly  at  the  point  where 
the  change  is  attended  with  the 
greatest  difficulty. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  for  one 
explanation.  In  his  clause  he  proposes 
to  enact  that,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  land  so  sold  shall  thereupon 
be  and  remain  personal  property. 
How  long  does  he  mean  it  to  be  and 
remain?  Is  it  to  be  only  during  the 
twenty  years,  or  how  long? 

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  I  meant  alto- 
gether. I  think  there  would  be  a  great 
difficulty  in  making  it  shift  backwards 
and  forwards  from  real  to  personal.  I 
think  it  should  remain  without  any 
limitation.  I  might  say  that  I  pro- 
pose to  change  the  word  "property" 
into  "estate"  in  moving  the  clause. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I 
must  say  that  I  think  one  of  the 
great  sources  of  confusion  in  the  law  is 
where,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Legis- 
lature has  thought  proper  to  say  that 
something  should  mean  something  that 
it  is  hot.  And  this  is  really,  in  that 
vray,  to  enact  by  Statute  that  a  small 
holding  shall  be  personal  and  subject 
to  be  assigned  so  by  devolution  of  it 
upon  death.  That  is  the  only  object 
I  understand  that  is  insisted  upon.  If 
that  is  to  be  done,  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  done  directly  and  by  a  precise 
apportionment  of  what  is  to  he  done 
in  such  and  such  cases,  according  to 
the  analogy  of  the  Statute  of  Distribu-  - 
tions.  I  must  say  I  object  very  much 
to  simply  making  it  personalty,  which, 
no  doubt,  from  one  point  of  view,  may 
be  a  small  thing,  but  which  may  add 
to  it  other  inoidents.  I  do  not  think 
any  human  intelligence  is  capable  of 
foreseeing  what  the  consequences  would 
be  if  you  turn  this  into  personalty. 
I  think  that  if  what  is  sought  to 
be  done  is  to  be  done,  it  should  be  done 
in  a  different  way.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  what  my  noble  Friend 
the  Prime  Minister  suggested  would 
meet  the  case — nameW.  that  the 
County  Oouncils  should  have  power  to 


Digitized  by 


1537      SnuUl  Agrieuitund      {20  June,  1892}         Holdings  SiU.  1538 


grant  long  leases;  and,  if  that  power 
does  not  exist  nq,w — and  I  am  dis- 
posed to  agree  with  my  noble  and 
laarned  Friend  in  thinking  that  it  does 
not — nothing  would  be  easier  than  to 
suggest  an  Amendment  by  which  the 
power  of  the  County  Councils  could  be 
enlarged  to  give  long  leases. 

Earl  NELSON:  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  we  have 
taken  itr  for.  granted  that  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  would  wish  his  property 
to  be  divided  ;  but  I  myself  believe 
that  one  of  the  great  desires  of  the 
small  holder  to  have  property  is  that 
it  may  continue  in  his  family,  and  I 
believe  that,  if  we  are  making  it  im- 
possible for  the  eldest  son  to  continue 
the  holding,  we  shall  be  taking  away 
one  of  the  great  incentives  that  they 
have  at  present  for  desiring  the  posses- 
sion of  small  holdings. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  di- 
vided : — Contents  21 ;  Not  Contents  63. 

New  Clause  11,  negatived  accord- 
ingly. 

Clause  11. 

Babl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  an  Amendment  to  propose  in 
Clause  11,  page  6,  line  16,  aiter  the 
word  "doing"  to  insert  "whether  the 
holding  is  situate  within  a  town  or 
built  upon  or  not."  It  is  necessary  to 
insert  these  words,  so  that  the  exemp- 
tion from  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  the  Bill  as  it  stands  may  not 
be  increased,  and  I  move  the  insertion 
of  these  words. 

'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
another  Amendment  to  move  to  meet 
the  point  raised  by  my  noble  Friend 
(Viscount  Galway)  with  regard  to  the 
pre-emption  in  the  case  of  any  land 
which  has  been  acquired  by  the 
County  Council  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, and  is  found  not  to  be  suitable 
for  agricultural  purposes.  My  noble 
Friend  raised  the  point  that  it  would 
be  possible  that  the  County  Council, 
before  offering  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  the  previous  owner,  would  build 
upon  the  land  or  might  use  it  for  other 
than  agricultural  purposes. 

Viscount  GALWAY :  Or  sell  it  as 
building  land. 


Eabl  CADOGAN :  And,  therefore, 
to  give  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
previous  owner  as  building  land.  In 
order  to  provide  against  that  contin- 
gency I  propose  in  line  21,  after  the 
word  "  section,"  to  insert,  "  before  any 
such  buildings  or  works  as  aforesaid 
are  erected  or  executed  on  the  land 
proposed  to  be  sold." 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEELEY:  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  seems  to  me 
quite  right ;  but  do  I  rightly  understand 
that  it  would  compel  "the  County 
Council,  in  every  case  where  buildings 
are  to  be  erected,  to  come  to  the 
previous  owner  ? 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  That  is  not  quite 
the  object.  The  object  is  that  the 
County  Council  acquire  the  land  as 
being  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes ; 
and,  having  acquired  it,  it  is  found  that 
some  portion  of  that  land  is  not  suit- 
able for  agricultural  purposes.  It  was 
then  provided  that  they  should  sell  it, 
but  that  there  should  be  a  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  previous  owner,  and,  I 
think  in  the  second  instance,  to  the 
contiguous  owner ;  therefore  it  was 
found  necessary  to  provide  that  the 
County  Councils  should  not  enter  into 
building  speculations  which  should 
oblige  the  previous  owner  to  buy  back 
his  own  land  at  building  land  prices. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY:  The 
operation  is  that  where  the  County 
Council  think  it  necessary  to  erect 
buildings,  in  order  to  sell  or  let  the 
land,  in  those  cases  they  must  offer  it 
to  the  previous  owner. 

The  Duke  op  RICHMOND  and 
GOEDON  :  That  is  before  they  erect 
buildings  upon  it ;  otherwise  they 
might  have  bought  the  land  at  an  agri- 
cultural price,  and  might  sell  it  back  at 
a  building  land  price. 

The  Eabd  of  KIMBEBLEY:  I 
think  that  is  very  desirable. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  If  I  may  I  will 
put  it  in  still  wider  words :  "  before 
they  use  it  for  purposes  oUier  than 
agricultural." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  There  is  a  purely 
verbal  Amendment  to  CUuae  20,  page 
10,  line  2,  to  leave  out  "  their "  and 

insert "  its." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Bill  reported  with  Amendments ;  to 
be  read  3*  To-morrow;  and  to  be 
printed  as  amended.   (No.  204.) 

DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  tbe  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Eael  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Bill  brought  forward  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  fulfilment  of 
a  pledge  made  I  think  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  last  year. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  substantially 
the  same  as  that  of  last  year,  namely 
to  put  the  occupier,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, in  the  position  of  the 
owner  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  Drainage  Acts.  When  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  brought  in  the  Bill 
last  year  he  was  kind  enough  to  with- 
draw it. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  brought 
before  this  House  the  Bill  as  carried  in 
the  other  House. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  But  the  noble 
Lord  bad  charge  of  it  in  this  House 
and  withdrew  it  on  a  pledge  that  we 
would  produce  a  Bill  this  year.  This 
BiU  is  substantially  the  same  as  that ; 
but  there  are  two  changes  in  it  which 
are  intended  to  meet  the  objections 
raised  by  the  noble  Lord  (Marquess 
of  Waterford) .  In  Clause  3,  hues 
12  to  16  have  been  added,  giving 
to  the  proprietors  the  same  powers 
as  they  have  at  present  of  putting 
a  veto  on  the  formation  of  a 
drainage  district,  provided  that  the 
owners  of  one-third  of  the  land  impli- 
cated record  a  vote  of  dissent  from  the 
scheme.  In  other  words,  I  must  point 
out  to  my  noble  Friend  that,  if  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  tenants  may  vote  for  a 
scheme,  the  landlord  still  has  the  power 
of  veto.  Then  the  other  Amendment 
which  we  have  introduced  in  the  BiU 
is  to  be  fouud  in  Clause  6.  By  last 
year's  Bill,  if  the  tenant's  interest  was 
determined,  following  that  which  was 
then  believed  to  be  the  law,  the  land- 
lord became  liable  to  the  charge  of 
arrears  thereof ;  but,  by  the  present 
Bill,  in  the  future,  if  the  interest  of  the 
person  primarily  liable  is  determined, 
then  the  rent-charge  and  one  year's 
arrears  only  are  to  become  a  charge  on 
the  landlord.  '  Tbe  noble  and  learned 


Lord  will  remember  that  there  was  a 
matter  before  the  Courts  at  the  time, 
and  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  decision 
then  arrived  at  that  we  have  intro- 
duced this  Amendment  in  the  BiU. 

Moved,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read 

2^"—{The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

-The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  this  is  a  much  better 
BiU  than  that  of  last  year ;  but  still  I 
have  objections  to  certain  clauses.  I 
object  very  much  to  the  proposal  that 
the  landlord  is  to  pay  one  year's 
arrears.  I  cannot  see  why  that  sliould 
be  inserted.  And  why,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  tenancy,  when  the  landlord 
is  likely  to  be  put  to  a  large  amount 
of  expense,  should  he  be  charged  for 
one  year's  arrears  for  work  from  which 
he  has  obtained  no  benefit  ?  The  effect 
will  simply  be  that  the  Drainage  Board 
will  never  attempt  to  collect  the  last 
year's  arrears.  When  a  tenancy  is 
falling  out  at  the  end  of  a  lease,  or 
when  a  man  is  likely  to  be  evicted,  they 
wiU  not  take  the  least  trouble  to  collect 
the  arrears,  but  wiU  merely  apply  to 
the  owner  in  fee  to  pay  them  ;  it  wiU 
save  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  most  unfair.  Then 
the  owner  wiU  have  no  power  to 
collect  those  arrears  from  the  out- 
going tenant ;  he,  the  owner,  will 
have  to  pay  them  in  every  case.  I 
hope  my  noble  Friend  will  agree  to 
leaving  that  out.  I  object  also  to 
putting  chains  upon  an  inheritance  to 
which  tbe  owner  has  never  had  any- 
thing to  say.  While  I  think  this  Bill 
is  very  much  better  in  respect  of  the 
landlords,  in  that  a  certain  number  of 
them  may  object  to  the  drainage  Im- 
provements being  made,  at  the  same 
time  I  think  they  should  not  be  charged 
with  these  arrears.  The  PubUe  Works 
Department  wiU  have  no  inducement 
whatever  to  keep  up  the  maintenance 
of  the  work  if  they  can  make  those 
charges  upon  the  fee.  Then  I  have 
attempted  to  understand  Clause  8,  but 
I  have  been  perfectly  unable  to  do  so. 
It  seems  that  the  Board  have  got  into 
some  difficulty  and  have  put  in  that 
clause  to  get  them  out  of  it ;  but  it  is 
difficult  CO  understand  what  the  advan- 
tage of  the  clause  is.  I  have  consulted 
others  who  know  about  these  Acts  and 
they  have  not  been  able  to  explain  it. 
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Earl  CADOGAN  :  Claase  8  is  put 

in  merely  to  explain  the  Bill. 

*The  Mabquess  op  WATERFORD  : 
Then  there  is  another  alteration  in  this 
Bill  of  which  my  noble  Friend  did  not 
tell  us  in  Clause  9,  which  enables  occu- 
piers to  borrow  as  small  a  sum  as  <£50 
for  a  drainage  improvement.  It  seems 
vei7  ridiculous  that  such  a  small  sum 
as  £50  can  be  borrowed  for  such  a  pur- 
pose ;  it  is  only  an  inducement  to  these 
small  tenants  to  borrow  money.  I  think 
it  woul,d  be  very  much  better  to  leave  the 
law  as  it  is.  At  the  present  time  £100 
is  the  lowest  amount  they  are  able  to 
borrow.  My  Lords,  I  remember  the 
noble  Duke  whom  I  do  not  see  in  his 
place  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)  protested 
iagainst  these  advances  being  made  to 
small  tenants  throughout  Ireland, 
which  .probably  would  do  the  tenants 
no  good  and  would  not  be  satisfactorily 
expended  upon  improvements.  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  will  not  keep  the 
clause  as  it  is  with  regard  to  that. 
Then  I  will  draw  the  noble  Lord's 
attention  to  Clause  10  which  I  think 
is  much  too  elaborate  in  its  present 
form  to  collect  such  a  small  sum  as 
£5 ;  it  gives  enormous  powers  of 
creating  trustees  and  everything  of  that 
sort  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  a  very, 
small  sum  ;  and  I  think  that  might  be' 
amended  with  great  advantage.  Then, 
my  Lords,  I  think  there  is  a  mistake 
in  punctuation  in  Clause  12.  If  the 
noble  Lord  will  turn  to  line  16,  it 
reads  thus— 

"  MeanB  the  Bum  for  which  a  draioage 
Board  assesses  rates  and  taxes,  the  proprietors 
of  the  land." 

I  think  the  comma  between  "taxes" 
and  "  the  proprietors  "  must  be  a  mis- 
take. I  believe  the  noble  Lord  is 
putting  down  this  Bill  for  to-morrow, 
and,  therefore,  I  will  put  down  the 
Amendments  that  I  have  named  on  the 
Paper  this  evening,  if  that  will  suit  the 
noble  Lord. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
would  only  say  that  this  Bill  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  complete  redemption  of  the 
pledge  which  was  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  I  withdrew  the  Bill  of  last 
year. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2»  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 


ACCUMULATIONS  BILL. 
GOMMIITBE. 

House  in  Committee  (aooording  to 

order). 

LoBD  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
pointed  out  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  that  Clause  1  as  it  stood 
would  have  no  operation,  and  that 
the  words  "  loan  "  and  "  only  "  ought 
to  be  struck  out,  with  which  I  think 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  was  dis- 
posed to  f^ee.  But  I  have  considered 
the  matter  since  then,  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  even  then  this  Bill  would  be 
likely  to  have  little  or  no  operation. 
It  is  only  to  apply  to  a  provision 
under  a  will  or  deed  (chiefly  wills)  tor 
the  accumulation  of  property  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  land ;  it  does 
not  prohibit  any  other  kind  of  accumu- 
lation, and  it  does  not,  of  course,  pro- 
hibit the  investment  in  land  of  the 
accumulated  money ;  it  would  not 
even  render  it  illegal  for  a  person 
to  express  to  his  Trustees  his 
desire  that  they  should  so  invest 
it,  provided  that  he  did  not  impose  it 
upon  them  as  a  legal  obligation.  The 
real  truth  is,  therefore,  that  anybody, 
desiring  to  do  that  which  you  are  going 
to  prohibit  by  this  Act,  can  do  it  just 
as  well,  for  all  practical  purposes,  after 
the  Bill  has  passed  as  before.  If  that 
was  not  the  intention  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  should  be  carried  out  in  some 
more  effectual  way  than  is  done,  or  we 
shall  be  passing  an  Act  with  apparently 
the  intention  of  preventing  accumula- 
tions which  would  not  prevent  them  at 
all.  My  Lords,  I  have  had  several 
communications  upon  the  subject  of 
Clause  2 ;  I  am  not  going  to  allude 
to  them  now,  as  we  are  on  Clause 
1,  further  than  to  tell  your  Lordships 
that  serious  objection  is  taken  to  the 
form  in  which  the  clause  stands  ;  and 
I  would  ask  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 
defer  this  measure  to  the  next  Session, 
or  the  next  Parhament,  and  really  to 
consider  whether  there  is  any  use  in  it 
in  this  form,  and  whether  it  could  not 
be  put  into  a  shape  that  would  render 
it  more  effectual  ? 

^'The  Eabl  of  SELBORNE:  My 
Lords,  I  cannot  help  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Bill  may  require 
more  consideration  than  it  can  really 
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receive  at  this  time.  I  do  not  know 
whether,  if  it  passes  through  Com- 
mittee now,  it  will  be  proposed  to 
negative  the  Reference  to  the  Standing 
Committee  ;  but  I  think  this  is  a  Bill 
which  ought  to  go  to  the  Standing 
Committee.  My  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  pointed  out  that,  so  far  as 
the  operation  of  Clause  1,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  concerned,  it  would  be  so 
easily  evaded  as  practically  to  amount 
to  very  little.  The  direction  in  which 
the  clause  points  commends  itself 
to  my  mind  now,  as  it  has  done 
always;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  would  not  be  a  very  easy  thing 
offhand  to  meet  that  objection,  if  the 
limitation  as  to  investments  in  land  is  to 
remain  at  all.  I  will  not  go  into 
'any  other  criticisms  that  might  arise 
as  to  the  imperfection  of  the  means 
provided  for  determining  who  is  to  take 
that  which  may  be  directed  to  be  ac- 
cumulated. But  with  regard  to  Clause 
2,  I  must  say  that  I  certainly  myself 
understood  it  not  to  be  retrospective. 
Doubts,  however,  were  thrown  upon 
that  point  on  a  former  occaraon,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  words 
"  as  from  the  passing  of  this  Act  "  may 
not  introduce  such  a  doubt.  Certainly 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  grave  matter 
to  pass  a  measure  of  this  kind  which 
was  retrospective,  without  having 
clearly  in  view  before  you  the  cases  to 
which  it  was  expected  to  apply ;  and, 
if  there  is  in  any  part  of  the  country 
an  apprehension  that  in  any  cases  it 
might  work  injustice,  that  seems  to 
me  a  cogent  argument  against  dealing 
too  heavily  with  the  matter. 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  in  the  face  of  the  objections  that 
have  been  made  to  this  Bill,  I  certainly 
do  not  think  I  could  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  allow  it  to  leave  this  House 
without  its  having  undergone  examina- 
tion by  the  Standing  Committee;  there- 
fore I  shall  move  that  it  he  referred 
to  that  Committee;  and,  indeed,  I 
shotdd  have-  taken  advantage  of  the 
suggestion  made  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  opposite  to  remove  the 
same  objections  myself.  I  assume  that 
the  Bill  will  have  to  go  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and,  if  there  we  can  agree 
upon  something  which  will  effect 
the  object  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  as- 

Tke  Earl  of  Selbome 
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sisted  them  in  their  views.  But,  at 
present,  I  do  not  think  it  would  he  a 
ccmvenient  thing  to  amend  iAie  Bill  as 
it  now  stands  here.  I  shall  therefore 
ask  your  Lordships  to  remit  it  to  the 
Standing  Committee. 

Lord  HERSCHELL.:  I  do  not  know 
that  this  is  the  time  to  say  so,  but  it  is 
not  very  convenient  to  send  the  mea- 
stu'e  now  to  the  Standing  Committee  to 
he  considered.  It  is  a  Government 
Bill,  and,  therefore,  the  ordinary  diffi- 
culties of  private  Members  do  not 
apply ;  but  I  should  have  thought,  if  it 
was  a  Bill  to  be  pressed,  it  might  have 
been  sent  np  before.  At  the  presept 
time  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  together. 

^  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  BIJ^L. 
SECOND  BEADIMO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Eakl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Billenabling  members  of  the  Boards 
of  Poor  Law  district  schools  in  Ireland 
to  charge  their  travelhng  expenses. 
Those  expenses  are  allowed  in  England, 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  objection  in 
this  case.  I  believe  there  is  only  one 
school  of  this  character  in  Ireland ; 
therefore  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2'."— (TAe  Earl  Cadogan.) 

*The  Eabl  of  COURTOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  working  of  these  institu- 
tions, but  this  Bill  appears  to  me  most 
unnecessary.  These  Guardians  are 
persons  who  have  a  great  many 
pubhc  duties  to  perform  without 
payment ;  they  have  to  attend  as 
jurors  at  Assizes,  and  at  Quarter 
Sessions  and  at  Presentment  Sessions, 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  are  just  the 
men  who  will  fumisb  our  Comity 
Councillors  in  the  future.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  proposed  to  pay  them 
in  any  of  those  capacities.  And,  besides 
performing  all  those  duties,  they  are 
just  the  men  who  find  time  to  attend 
public  meetings.  And,  my  Lords, 
I   cannot  understand  the  object  of 
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providing  for  the  payment  of  clerks  of 
Unions ;  they  are  not  officers  of  the 
district  schools,  and  the  District 
"Schools  Act  provides  for  the  salaries  of 
their  officers.  And  I  think  I  under- 
stood the  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  tell  us 
that  there  was  only  one  of  these 
schools.  The  Act  providing  for  these 
schools  I  believe  came  into  existence  in 
1843,  and  all  that  time  it  has  not  been 
thoc^t  necessary  to  reform  the  law. 
It  so  happens  that  I  was  present  last 
year  with  a  good  many  Guardians  at  a 
discussion  as  to  the  value  of  these 
schools,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  advisable  to  adopt  them. 
The  industrial  schools  formed  under 
the  Industrial  Schools  Act  do  a  great 
deal  of  good  in  consequence  of  the 
stringent  powers  of  the  Industrial 
Schools  Act ;  but  these  schools  have  no 
such  stringent  powers — they  are  worked 
under  the  ordinary  Poor  Law  Acts. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  that  the  noble  Lord  disapproves 
of  these  schools  which  it  is  intended  to 
encourage,  because,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  it  is 
very  desirable  to  establish  these  schools 
which  are  created  by  the  joint  action  of 
several  Unions.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  the  Guar^ans  of  the  Unions  close 
to  where  the  school  was  would  very 
easily  do  the  work  in  connection  with 
the  school,  but  that  the  other  Guardians 
might  have  a  long  way  to  travel  in 
■order  to  take  part  in  the  work,  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  not  only 
desirable  but  just  that  their  expenses, 
in  accordance  with  the  English  law, 
should  be  defrayed. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee 
.of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow, 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
■Committee  negatived :  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To- 
morrow. 

MABRUGES  ABROAD  BILL  [H.L.] 
Commons  Amendments  considered 
(according  to  order),  and  agreed  to. 


POLICE  RETURNS  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  7) 
BILL. 

Beport  from  the  Committee,  That 
the  necessary  proofs  have  be&n  given  : 
Bill  reported  with  Amendments  ;  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow ;  and  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered 
in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Beported  from  the  Select  Committee 
without  amendment ;  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
To-morrow;  and  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order 
to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

CLERGY  DISCIPLINE  (IMMORALITY) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to 
the  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons, 
and  consemiential  Amendments  to  the 
Bill,  agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDER  (GLASGOW,  fte.)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Betumed  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 
Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

LAND   DRAINAGE  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (MORTON  FEN)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  To-morrow. 
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METROPOLITAN  POLICE 
PROVISIONAL   ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
'and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL   ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 

PROVISIONAL   ORDER   {No.  5)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL   ORDER   (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment:  Standing  Committee  ne^tived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  aRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
.  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
oommitted  to   a  Committee  of  the 
.  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (aoooidiDg  to  order). 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow ;  and  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  oon- 
sidered  To-morrow  in  order  to  its 
being  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the 
said  Bill. 


NATIONAL    DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS' 
RELIEF)  BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

SUPERANNUATION   ACTS  AMEND. 
MENT  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  th& 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

TECHNICAL  AND  INDUBTRLAJC* 
INSTITUTIONS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered 
(according  to  order),  and  agreed  to, 
with  a  consequential  Amendment  to 
the  Bill ;  and  Bill  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

ALKALI,  &c.  WORKS  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to- 
order)  :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEPOSITS  AND 
BONDS  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
B«ad  3*  (according  to  order),  andf 
passed. 

NATIONAL   DEBT    (CONVERSION  OF" 
EXCHEQUER  BONDS)  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

POST  OFFICE  ACT  (1891)  EXTENSION 
BILL. 

Bead  3'  (aooording  to  order),  and 
passed. 

TAXES  (REGULATION  OF  REMUNERA- 
TION) BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 

Amendment  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To- 
morrow. 
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MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (siccording  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  To-morrow. 

PL'BLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1'; 
t"»  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2'  To- 
morrow.— (The  Lord  Macnaghten.)  (No 
205.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL. 

i-irought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1'  ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.   (No.  206.) 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
past  Seven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  20th  June,  1892. 


PBIVATE  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Standing  Orders  for  the  Suspension 
of  Private  Bills,  or  Bills  to  confirm  any 
Provisional  Order  or  Certificate. 

(3.10.)  The  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS 
AND  MEANS  (Mr.  Coubtney,  Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) :  It  is  proper  that  I 
should  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the 
Besolutions  I  have  the  honour  of 
moving.  Their  object  is  understood 
by  the  House — ^namely,  to  enable  the 
promoters  of  Private  Bills  who  have 
not  succeeded  in  getting  their  Bills 
passed  into  law  this  Session  to  sus- 
pend further  proceedings  at  the  stage 
thsy  may  have  reached  when  this 
Session  comes  to  an  end,  and  to  resume 
those  proceedings  in  a  new  Session  of 
Parliament,  so  that  promoters  may  not 
be  forced  to  go  through  again  the  work 
transacted  in  respect  to  such  Bills  in 
the  present  Session,  and  be  put  to  the 
expense  of  fees  in  relation  to  those 


stages  which  have  been  passed.  These 
Resolutions  have  beep  agi-eed  to  on 
similar  occasions  more  than  once  in 
recent  times,  and  their  operation  is 
perfectly  well  understood ;  but  the 
condition  of  affairs  this  Session 
materially  differs  from  the  conditions 
on  previous  occasions.  In  1880  and 
again  in  1886  there  were  interruptions 
of  the  work  of  the  Session,  consequent 
upon  the  Dissolution  of  Parliament,, 
and  Private  Business  was  suspended 
and  resumed  when  Parliament  met 
again.  But  it  will  be  remembered  that 
in  1880  the  Dissolution  happened  be- 
fore Easter,  when  the  work  of  th« 
Session  was  not  one-third  through,, 
when  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  Public  Business  left  over  for  the 
beginning  of  the  new  Session.  Again 
in  1886,  although  the  amount  of 
legislation  left  for  the  House  when 
it  re-assembled  was  small,  a  great 
amount  of  administrative  work — a  large 
number  of  Votes  in  Supply — had 
to  be  disposed  of ;  and  under  the 
circumstances  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  calling  together  the  necessary 
Committees  to  carry  the  Private 
Business  to  completion.  But  in  the 
present  Session,  with  all  the  Public 
Biuiness  transacted  and  no  Votes  re^ 
maining  in  Supply,  it  must  be  obvious 
to  everybody  that  the  prospect  of  ob- 
taining Committees  to  sit  and  consider 
Private  Billsafter  a  General  Election  and 
in  the  month  of  August  is  small ;  there- 
fore, unless  the  stages  which  remain 
are  purely  formal,  not  calling  for 
the  action  of  Members  in  Committee, 
or  unless  the  Bills  have  reached  a 
stage  only  calling  for  assent  to  Amend- 
ments made  in  the  other  House,  all 
practical  work  being  completed  ;  unless 
such  a  stage  is  reached  when  Parlia- 
ment adjourns  and  is  dissolved,  it 
would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  to  carry 
them  through  in  the  autumn ;  they 
must,  in  fact,  be  suspended  until 
February ;  and  so  long  a  suspension,, 
with  possibly  considerable  changes  in 
the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Bills  were  promoted,  might  involve^ 
greater  hardships  to  promoters  than 
was  involved  in  the  years  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  1880  and  1886.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  present  year  are 
altogether  novel,  and  the  assistance 
which   the    House  has  been  abto 
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to  give  to  promoters  on  former 
occasions,  enabling  them  to  re- 
sume proceedings  after  a  short  inter- 
ruption, cannot  practically  now 
be  offered  until  many  months  have 
gone  by.  Under  these  circumstanoes 
we  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
oondnot  of  Private  Business  have 
endeavoured  to  get  as  many  Bills  as 
possible  through  their  stages,  so  that 
as  small  a  nmm)er  as  possible  may  be 
left  over  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
of  the  Bills  promoted,  so  fair  as  this 
House  is  concerned,  only  about  ten  ora 
dozen  will  be  left  over,  among  them 
being  two  very  important  Bills — the 
Ijeeds  Corporation  Bill  and  the  Black- 
pool Improvement  Bill.  These  must 
be  left,  and  be  carried  through  in 
another  year.  The  other  Bills  are  of 
4X>mparatively  minor  importance,though 
etill  of  importance  ;  but  altogether  I  do 
not  think  there  are  more  than  teu  or 
-twelve.  I  am  bound  to  say  the  list  is 
actually  longer,  but  we  hope  with  the 
4x>ncurrence  of  the  other  House  to 
dispose  of  several  this  week.  The 
time  has  not  elapsed  within  which 
parties  may  lodge  Petitions  against 
■some  seven  or  eight  Bills,  and  until  the 
time  has  elapsed  we  have  no  security 
•that  parties  will  not  appear,  though 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  Bills  will 
be  unopposed.  In  the  course  of  the 
week  the  required  time  will  expire, 
And  the  House  sitting  for  another  week, 
these  seven  or  eight  Bills  may  pass 
both  Houses  and  be  ripe  for  the  assent 
of  the  Crown.  I  feel  bound  to  express 
the  opinion  that  there  are  grave  reasons 
why  this  Private  Bill  legislation  should 
•be  dissociated  from  the  chances  and 
fortunes  of  Parliamentary  life  so  long 
as  we  retain  control  of  Private  Busi- 
ness, and  that  we  are  bound  to 
ido  all  we  can  to  alleviate  the  pressure 
tlie  exigencies  of  the  situation  throw 
upon  the  promoters  of  these  very  useful 
measures.  I  am  glad  that  we  are  able 
io  do  so  much,  and  that  the  remnant 
that  must  stand  over  will  be  so  small, 
although  included  in  the  number  are 
two  very  important  Bills  in  which  large 
•Corporations  are  interested. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  1.  That  the  Promoters  of  every  Private  Bill 
vhich  shall  bare  been  introduced  into  this 
House,  or  broaght  from  the  House  of  Lords  in 

Mr.  Couriney 


the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  shall  have 
leave  to  suspend  any  further  proceeding  there- 
upon, in  oraer  to  proceed  with  the  same  Bill 
in  the  next  Session  of  Pajrliunent. 

2.  That  the  Promoters  of  every  such  Bill 
shall  give  notice  io  the  Private  Bill  Office,  not 
later  than  the  day  prior  to  the  dose  oC  tte 
present  Session,  of  their  intention  to  suspend 
any  further  proceedings  thereon ;  or,  in  the 
case  of  Bills  which  sball  have  been  suspended 
on  the  Report  of  a  Committee,  or  whichj 
having  passed  this  House,  shall  then  be  pend- 
ing in  the  House  of  Lords,  ol  their  intention  to 
proceed  with  the  same  Bill  in  this  Hoosein  the 
next  Session. 

3.  That  an  Al^betioal  Uit  of  all  noch 
Bills,  with  a  statement  of  the  stage  at  which 
the  same  were  suspended,  shall  be  mrepared  by 
the  Private  Bill  Office,  and  printed." 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Greeu, 
N.E.)  :  I  presume  the  list  will  be 
circulated  ? 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  assented. 

"4.  That,  not  later  than  three  clear  daysatter 
the  next  meeting  of  Parliament,  every  Bill 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  House 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  in 
the  form  required  by  Standing  Order  No.  201, 
with  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Agent 
annexed  thereto,  stating  that  the  Bill  is  the 
same,  in  every  respect,  as  the  Bill  with  respect 
to  which  proceedingH  have  been  so  suspended, 
at  the  last  stage  of  its  proceeding  in  the 
House  in  the  present  Session ;  and,  where 
any  sum  of  money  has  been  deposited,  thiU 
such  deposit  has  not  been  withdrawn,  togeUier 
with  a  certiScate  of  that  fact  from  the  proper 
ofBcer  of  the  Chancetr  Division  ol  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  England  or  Irdand,  or 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

5.  That  such  Bills,  indorsed  by  one  of  the 
Clerks  in  the  Private  Bill  OfBc^  as  having 
been  duly  deposited  with  such  declarations 
and  certificates  annexed,  be  Uad  by  one  of 
the  Clerks  of  that  Office  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House,  in  the  next  Seiwion  of  Parliament, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  shall  stand  upon 
sueh  List 

6.  That  in  respect  of  every  Bill  so  laid  upon 
the  Table,  the  Petition  for  the  Bill  and  the 
Order  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  same  in  the 
present  Session  shall  be  read,  and  thereupon 
such  Bill  shaJl  be  read  a  first  time;  and  a. 
second  time  (if  the  Bill  sliall  have  been  read  a 
second  time  previously  to  its  being  suspended); 
and  if  sueh  Bill  shall  have  been  reported  by 
any  Committee  in  the  present  Sesdon,  tua 
Order  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee 
shall  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  or  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  the  case  may  be. 

7.  That  in  case  any  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  present  Session,  upon 
which  the  proceedings  shall  have  been  sus- 
pended in  this  House,  diall  be  brought  from 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament, the  Agent  for  such  Bill  hhall  deposit 
in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  prior  to  the  first 
reading  thereof,  a  declaration  stating  that  the 
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Sin  is  the  BHne,  in  every  reepeet,  m  the  Bill 
which  WM  brought  from  the  House  of  Lorda 
in  the  present  Session ;  sod  where  any  sum  of 
money  has  been  depraited,  that  such  deposit 
has  not  been  withdrawn,  together  with  a  cer- 
tificate of  that  fact  from  the  proper  officer; 
'Vad  so  soon  as  one  ot  the  Clerks  in  the  Private 
BiU  Office  has  eertifled  that  saoh  deposit  has 
been  doly  made,  the  Bill  shall  be  read  a  first 
time,  and  be  further  proceeded  with  in  the 
•ame  manner  as  Bills  iutrodoeed  into  this 
House  during  the  present  Session. 

8.  That  all  Petitions  presented  in  the  present 
Session  against  Private  Bills,  or  against  any 
BiU  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order  or  Cer- 
tificate, and  which  stood  referred  to  the  Com- 
'mitteee  on  such  Bills,  shall  stand  referred  to 
4he  Committees  on  the  same  Bills,  in  the  next 
fieesion  of  Parliament ;  and  that  all  Notices 
■and  grounds  of  objection  to  the  right  of  Peti- 
tioners to  be  heard  given  in  the  present  Ses- 
eion  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Rules 

-of  the  Keferees  relating  to  such  Notices  shall 
be  held  applicable  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament 

9.  That  no  Petitioners  shall  be  heard  before 
.the  CommiUee  on  soeh  Bills,  unlesB  Uieir 
Petition  shall  have  been  presented  within  the 
time  limited  in  the  preeont  Session. 

10.  Thae  in  ease  the  time  limited  for  pre- 
-senting  Petitions  agunst  any  such  Bills  shall 
not  have  expired  at  the  close  of  the  present 
Session,  Petitioners  may  be  heard  before  the 
Committee  on  such  Bja,  provided  their  Peti- 
tA3B  be  presented  previous  to,  ornot  later  than, 
'Seven  dear  days  after  the  next  meeting  of 

Pariiament. 

11.  That  all  Instnictious  to  Comndttees  on 
Private  Bills  in  the  present  Session  which  shall 
'  be  suspended  previously  to  their  beingreported 
by  any  Committee  be  Instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittees on  the  same  BilU  in  the  next  Session. 

12.  That  no  new  Fees  be  charged  in  respect 
of  any  stage  of  a  BUI  upon  which  Fees  have 
-already  been  incurred  during  the  present 
Session. 

13.  That  all  Standing  Ordors  complied  with 
in  respect  of  any  Public  BiU  introduoed,  or  in- 
tended to  be  introdaced,  during  the  present 
Sestiion,  shaU  be  held  applicable  to  any  Bill 
for  the  same  objects  introduced  in  the  next 
Session,  and  where  the  Examiner  has  already 
reported  upon  the  compUance  with  the  Stand- 
ins  Orders  in  respect  of  any  such  Bill,  he  shall 
oidy  report  in  the  next  Session  whether  any 
further  Standing  Orders  are  applicable. 

14.  That  BiUs  to  oonflrm  any  Provisional 
■Order  or  Certificate  introduced  into  this 

House,  or  brought  from  the  House  of  Ixirds 
in  tlw  preeent  Session,  shall  be  suspended  from 
(he  cloee  of  the  present  Session,  in  order  to 
be  proceeded  with  in  the  next  Session  of 
Pariiament. 

15.  That  with  regard  to  any  such  Bills  the 
Order  of  Leave  in  the  present  Session  shall  be 
read,  and  tliereupoo  the  BiU  ehaU  be  read  a 
first  time  and  a  eeeond  time  (it  the  BUI  shall 
have  been  read  a  second  time  during  the 
present  Session)  ;  and  if  such  BiU  shalfhave 
been  reported  by  any  Committee  in  the  pre- 

<Mnt  Session,  tlie  Order  for  referring  the  BiU 


to  a  Committee  shall  be  dispensed  wiUi,  and 
the  BiU  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  or  to 
be  read  a  third  time,  as  the  case  may  be. 

16.  That  all  applications  made,  and  Certifi* 
cates  given,  and  all  other  prooeedings  taken 
with  reference  to  any  BiU  introduced,  or  in- 
tended to  be  introduoed  in  the  present  Session 
for  confirming  any  Provisional  Order  in 
respeet  to  tiie  Indosare  of  Commons,  under 
'  The  Commons  Act,  187&'  shaU  be  deemed 
to  appljr  to  any  BiU  introduoed  for  tlw  snme 
object  m  the  next  Session, 

17.  That  the  said  Orders  be  Standing  Orders 
of  this  House,  and  be  printed."— (TAe  Chair- 
man  of  Wayt  and  Means.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  My  next  pro- 
posal is  to  facilitate  the  more  rapid 
consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments 
that  may  be  returned  to  us  this 
Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  pro- 
posed, 

"That  Standing  Orders  220  and  2)6,  re- 
lating to  Private  Bills,  be  suspended  for  the 
remainder  of  the  Session. 

That,  aa  regards  Private  Bills  already 
returned  bv  the  House  of  Lords,  with  Amend- 
ments, suctt  Amendments  be  now  conudered. 

That,  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  returned 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  with  Amendments, 
such  Amendments  be  considered  forthwith. 

Tb&t,  when  it  is  intended  to  propose  any 
Amendments  thereto,  a  Copy  of  such  Amend- 
ments shall  be  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill 
OfQce,  and  notice  given  on  the  day  on  which 
the  Bill  shall  have  lieeQ  returned  from  the 
Jjords,  and  such  Amradments  may  lie  con- 
sidered  forthwith."— (7Ae  Ckairman  of  Ways 
and  Means.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

REGENrs  CANAL,  CITY,  AND  DOCKS 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lorda], 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That,  in  the  cose  of  the  Regent's  Canal, 
City,and  Docks  Kailway  Bill  [Lortis], Standing 
Orders  84,  214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  BUI  be  now  taken  into  considera- 
tion, provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been 
previously  deposited." — {Dr.  Clark.) 

(3.25.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I 
think  there  are  some  reasons  for  object- 
ing to  this.  I  presume,  if  objection  is 
taken,  it  stands  over  till  to-morrow  ?  I 
think  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  put 
it  off. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  There  is  the 
Third  Reading  afterwards. 

Mr.  PICTON  :  I  think  some  reasons 
should  be  given  why  this  scheme  should 
have  been  hung  up  for  eleven  years.  I 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


1555     .The  Land  Purchase       {COMMONS}         Commission,  d-c.  1550 


think  we  ought  to  have  a  full  explana- 
tion of  the  subject,  which  I  suppose  we 
can  scarcely  have  to-day ;  therefore  I 

object. 

Mr.  SPBAKEB:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  object  to  this  Motion,  or  to  the 
Third  Reading  ? 

Me.  PICTON  :  To  the  Motion. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  Then  it  is  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

Q  UESTIONS. 


A  GALLERY  OF  BRITISH  ART. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  hold 
out  any  hopes  of  a  successful  resump- 
tion of  negotiations  with  Mr.  Tate,  and 
the  acceptance  by  Government  of  his 
generous  contribution  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  Gallery  of  British 
Art ;  and  whether  it  might  be  possible 
to  induce  Mr.  Tate  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  National  Gallery  to  agree  to  some 
kind  of  compromise,  by  which  his 
valuable  collection  might  be  housed  at 
the  St.  George's  Barracks'  site  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  As  regards  the  first 
question,  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  posi- 
tion to  hold  out  any  such  hopes.  As 
regards  the  second  question,  it  would 
be  most  agreeable  to  me  to  see  such  a 
compromise  effected,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  it  could  not  be  possible;  but  I 
have  no  information  at  the  present 
moment  to  entitle  me  to  admit  its  pro- 
bability. 

THE  TR-UNINQ  SHIP  "BRITANNIA." 

Mb.  GOUBLEY  (Sunderland)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty if  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  has  yet  made  his  oflBcial 
Report  upon  the  system  of  fagging  dis- 
covered on  board  the  cadet  training 
ship  " Britannia"  last  autumn;  if  so, 
will  he  state  the  nature  of  the  recom- 
mendations that  have  been  made  ? 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI-. 
RALTY  (Mr,  Ashhead  -  Bartlett, 
Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  (who  replied)  :  In 
the  absence  of  my  noble  Friend  I  have 
to  say  that  no  Report  of  the  kind 
suggested  was  made ;  but  certain  cadets, 
havmg  been  detected  in  practices  of  a 

Mr.  Picton 


very  reprehensible  character,  were  ex- 
pelled the  ship,  and  warning  was  given 
to  all  the  cadets  that  any  repetition  of 
these  offences  would  meet  with  sum- 
mary punishment. 

Mr.  GOURLEY  :  "Was  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  called  upon  to  make  any 
Report  ? 

Me.    ASHMBAD-BARTLETT:  X 

believe  not. 

BOYS  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  GOTJRLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  the 
1,292  boys  just  reported  as  being  pro- 
posed for  entry  into  the  Navy  during 
the  current  financial  year  is  in  addition 
to  the  annual  entry  of  3,700  boys  for 
three  vears,  or  2,500  less? 

Mr.'  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  :  The 
number,  1,292,  is  the  estimated  increase 
on  the  total  number  of  boys  to  be  borne 
in  the  Navy,  both  for  service  and  train- 
ing, for  the  year  1892-93,  as  compared 
with  the  same  total  for  the  year  1891- 
92.  The  number  to  be  entered  during. 
1892-93  is  3.700,  which  is  two  hundred 
more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

THE  LAND  PURCHASE  COMMISSION 
AND  THE  GREVILLE  ESTATES. 
Colonel  LLOYD  ANSTRUTHER 
(Suffolk,  Woodbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  be  can  ex- 
plain the  delay  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Commissioners  in  adjudicating  upon 
the  o£Fer8  of  certain  tenants  on  the 
Greville  Estates,  County  Lon^ord,  to 
purchase  their  holdings  under  the 
terms  of  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act ;  whe- 
ther be  is  aware  that  agreements  tO' 
purchase  to  the  extent  of  £76,000  were 
signed  between  April  and  December, 
1889,  by  tenants  on  the  Granard 
portion  of  the  estate  ;  that  up  to  the 
present  time  sales  representing 
£49,266  hare  been  sanctioned;  and 
that  there  remain  on  this  portion  of  the 
estate  a  large  number  of  cases  still 
pending  on  which  no  final  decision  has 
been  given ;  and  that  agreements  to 
purchase  to  the  extent  of  £12,944  were 
signed,  for  the  most  part,  in  October 
and  November,  1889,  by  tenants  on 
the  Bally maoormick  portion  of  the 
estate ;  that  up  to  the  present  time 
only  three  of  these  cases,  representing 
£1,257.  have  been  sanctioned ;  that  the 
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remiuning  coses  were  postponed  by  the  I 
OommiBsioners  on  a  question  of  turbary  | 
rights ;  that  this  question  was  settled, 
and  the  cases  were  remitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Conniiissioners 
in  November,  1891 ;  and  that  offers  to 
purchase  on  this  portion  of  the  estate, 
to  the  extent  of  £11,687,  are  still 
awaiting  their  decision  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) 
<who  replied) :  My  right  hop.  Friend 
has  asked  me  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion. The  Land  Purchase  Commis- 
sioners report  that  there  has  been 
no  delay  on  their  part  in  dealing 
with  the  applications  from  the  Greville 
Estate,  which  have  been  adjudi- 
•cated  upon  in  due  course  according 
as  the  necessary  information  and  recti- 
fications as  to  areas,  tenancies,  turbary 
rights,  grazing  rights,  and  otherwise 
have  been  suppUed.  The  total 
number  of  applications  from  both 
sections  of  the  estate  was  186  for 
sums  amounting  to  £86,360.  Of  these 
128  have  been  sanctioned  for  sums 
amounting  to  £62,018,  and  fifty  have 
heen  refused  for  sums  amounting  to 
£22,562.  There  remain  only  eight 
cases  to  be  adjudicated  on,  and  these 
are  stayed  for  replies  to  queries  which 
have  tieen  issued  long  since.  A 
sum  of  £48,624  has  been  lodged  to  the 
credit  of  the  estate  in  the  Bank  of 
Ireland. 

THE  TRANSVAAL. 
Mb.  young  (Christchurch)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  the  statement 
in  the  Gold  Fields  News  of  last  October, 
that  a  party  of  Englishmen  were  arrested 
in  Zambaan's  territory  by  a  Transvaal 
Sheriff  and  were  turned  out  of  the 
country,  has  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  whether  any  Dutchmen,  on  be- 
half the  Transvaal,  demand  taxes 
within  the  territories  of  Zambaan  and 
M'Bigesa  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  taking  any  steps  to 
prevent  concessions  being  granted  to  the 
subjects  of  the  Transvaal  similar  to 
those  which  were  acquired  by  them  in 
Swaziland? 
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The   UNDER   SECRETARY  of 

STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  DE  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
tech) :  The  statement  in  the  Gold  Fickh 
News,  which  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
not  seen,  no  doubt  refers  to  a  case 
which  occurred  in  September  last,  when 
a  party  of  white  men  were  arrested  by 
a  Transvaal  ofi^cial  while  on  their  way 
to  Zambaan's  kraal.  It  is  not  stated 
that  the  men  were  British  subjects,  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  spot  where 
the  arrest  took  place  was,  or  was  not, 
within  the  Transvaal  boundary.  The 
Transvaal  official  maintained  that  it 
was.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  not 
aware  that  taxes  are  being  demanded 
in  the  territories  of  Zambaan  and 
M'Bigesa  by  a  Dutchman  on  behalf  of 
the  Transvaal  Government.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  prevent 
the  grant  of  concessions  by  independent 
chiefs,  but  they  must  reserve  the  ques- 
tion whether  they  would  lie  under  an 
obligation  to  recognise  such  conces- 
sions hereafter  under  altered  circum- 
stances. 

COUNTY  CE86  RECEIPTS. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cess  col- 
lectors in  Cavan  have,  by  direction  of 
the  Grand  Jury,  refused  or  omitted  to 
give  separate  receipts  for  county  cess 
under  the  Relief  of  Distress  Act, 
1880,  half  of  which  is  recoverable  from 
the  landlord,  or  in  any  way  to  separate 
the  amounts  levied  under  that  Act  from 
the  ordinary  cess ;  whether  £4,000  re- 
payable by  the  landlords  has  ever  been 
repaid  by  them  owing  to  this  practice ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  this  abuse  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
answered  this  question  on  Friday  to 
the  effect  that  it  is  a  matter  which  does 
not  come  within  the  cognisance  of  the 
Government,  bat  that  the  question  had 
been  referred  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Grand  Jury  for  any  observations  the 
Grand  Jury  might  desire  to  offer.  No 
reply  had  then  been  received,  and  I  am 
informed  that  up  to  the  present  no 
information  has  reached  the  Irish 
Office. 
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Mr.  KNOX:  Is  it  not  customary, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  a  Grand  Jury  to  reply  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN:  Oh,  yes.  I  have 
always  received  the  fullest  information 
from  Secretaries  to  Grand  Juries,  and 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in- 
formatiou  in  this  case  will  be  trans- 
mitted. I  merely  notify  to  the  hou. 
Member  t^t  it  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived., 

THE  CA.VAN  GUARDIANS  COSTS. 

Mb.  EKOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  what  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  as  to  the  payment  of 
the  costs,  &c.,  in  the  case  of  "  Ryan  v. 
the  Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union  "  ? 

Snt  JOHN  GOBST :  I  have  again 
made  inquiry,  and  am  informed  that 
the  Inspector  did  not  recommend  the 
Guardians  to  reject  the  potatoes  after 
handpicking,  and  that  it  was  not  in 
obedience  to  his  order  that  they  re- 
jected the  handpicked  seed.  The  In- 
spector examined  the  seed  supplied  by 
Mr.  Byan  to  the  Guardians  after  de- 
livery, and  reported  that  it  was  very 
uneven  and  not  equal  to  the  sample 
handed  in  by  the  contractor.  The 
hon.  Member  will  see  that  my  informa- 
tion does  not  confirm  the  accuracy  of 
the  statements  made  on  the  subject  in 
this  House,  so  that  I  do  not  as  yet  see 
my  way  to  sanction  payment  of  the 
costs ;  but  I  have  asked  for,  and  am 
still  awaiting,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  case,  so  as  to  leave  no  means 
untried  of  obtaining  perfectly  complete 
information. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  RESERVE  PENSIONS. 

Mb.  FEANCIS  EVANS  (Southamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Benjamin 
Young,  who  joined  the  Naval  Beserve 
in  November,  1874,  having,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  whilst  on  board  H.M.S. 
*'  Trincomalee,"  sustained  single  rup- 
ture, the  injury  from  which  he  is  now 
suffering,  and  who  was  granted  a  pen- 
sion of  £9  2s.  per  annum,  which  was 
discontinued  after  the  second  year,  the 
Admiralty  giving  him  a  gratuity  of  £5 
on  account  of  the  injury  sustained; 
whether  ho  is  aware  that  Young  applied 


for  a  pension  such  as  would  be  given 
to  a  man  who  had  served  fifteen  years 
in  the  Royal  Navy  under  the  Queen's 
Eegulations,  Article  2,003,  vii.,  and 
Article  2,004  (c) — namely,  6d.  a  day 
for  life — and  that  the  Admiralty  de- 
clined by  letter,  dated  the  19th  of  April,, 
1892,  to  grant  the  deferred  pension  of" 
Royal  Naval  Beserve,  for  which  Ben- 
jamin Youn^  did  not  apply;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
Young  applied  only  for  the  pension  of 
6d.  a  day  under  the  Queen's  Regula- 
tions, Article  2,003,  vii.,  and  Article 
2,004  (c),  he  will  direct  that  an  inquiry 
be  made  into  the  claim,  with  a  view  to- 
Young  receiving  the  pension  to  which' 
he  is  entitled  ? 

SiE  JOHN  GORST  (who  replied) : 
Benjamin  Young  sustained  a  single 
rupture  in  December,  1889,  while 
loading  sand  in  a  boat  during  the  period 
of  his  drill  on  board  the  "  Trincomalee."" 
For  this  injury  he  was  awarded  a  pen- 
sion of  £9  2s.  a  year  for  two  years,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  a  ^tuity  of 
£5.  This  is  the  utmost  assistance  that 
the  Admiralty  are  justified  in  grantii^ 
under  the  regulations,  as  although  the 
rupture  incapacitated  him  for  further 
service  in  the  Royal  Naval  Beserve,  yet 
it  did  not  render  him  incapable  of  con- 
tributing to  his  own  support.  The 
conditions  of  service  of  men  in  the 
Royal  Navy  are  very  different  from 
those  of  merchant  seamen  enrolled  in 
the  Boyal  Naval  Beserve,  who  in  the 
ordinary  course  are  only  called  upon 
to  undergo  an  annual  driU  of  a  few 
weeks'  duration.  It  is  not,  therefore^ 
considered  that  fifteen  years*  service  in 
the  Naval  Reserve  entitles  a  man  to 
the  same  pension  as  fifteen  years*  ser- 
vice in  the  Navy. 

SKERRIFF  PIER. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  Irish  Board  of  Works  have  received 
a  Memorial  from  the  people  interested 
in  Skerrifif  Pier,  and  vr^ther  a  reply 
has  been  given ;  and  what  action  they 
intend  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

SiB  JOHN  GORST :  This  subject  i» 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  who  are  willing  to  do  what 
is  possible  to  meet  the  hon.  Member's 
wishes'. 
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OPIUM  SALES  IS  BURMAH. 
Sir    JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  a 

question  of  which  I  have  given  him  pri- 
vate notice  :  whether  any  reply  has  been 
received  from  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Burmah  to  the  Despatch  of  29th  July, 
to  the  Government  of  India,  and  para- 
graph 9  of  that  Despatch,  as  to  the 
possibility  of  a  total  prohibition  of  the 
use  of  opium  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  No  reply  has 
yet  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Will  a 
Return  be  given  of  the  issue  of  licences 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  and 
opium  in  Burmah,  or  is  it  desirable  to 
move  for  it  ? 

Mb.  CUBZON:  I  shall  be  obliged  if 
the  hon.  Gentteman  will  put  notice  of 
the  question  on  the  Paper. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  do  not 
see  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in 
his  place,  but  perhaps  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  can  say  is  it  the 
intention  to  push  forward  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Cornwall  Bill? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  the  question ;  but 
tny  right  hon.  Friend  will  be  in  his 
place  in  afew  minutes,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  will  answer  the 
question. 


Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.):  Per- 
haps the  Financial  Secretary  can  say 
under  what  circumstances,  by  whose 
authority,  and  upon  what  information 
have  the  bands  in  Limerick  been  pro- 
hibited from  playing  ? 

Snt  JOHN  GORST:  That  is  a 
question  quite  out  of  my  Department. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  give 
notice  of  it  ? 

Mr.  CONWAY :  Under  the  circum- 
stances, and  as  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  is  within  the  precincts  of 
the  House,  perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wOI  so  far  assist  me  to  the 


information  as  to  send  for  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  ? 


Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  May  I  ask  the  Chancellw 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  the  Govern- 
ment,  seeing  that  the  Shop  Hours  Bill 
has  no  opposition,  will  agree  to  "star"" 
that  Bill  so  that  it  may  be  included  in 
the  list  of  Government  Bills  for  to- 
morrow ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  will  report  the 
matter  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the- 
First  Lord.    I  now  beg  to  move — 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  or  this  Session^. 
Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  each  day 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  GoTernmsnt  buuness 
without  Question  put." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

"That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session, 
Mr.  Speaker  do  adjonro  the  House  each  day 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  OoTemment  bnsineiff. 
without  Question  put"— (Jfr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exefteguer.^ 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK ;  May  I  ask 
if  the  Shop  Hours  Bill,  to  which  I  just 
now  referred,  will  be  starred  and  in- 
cluded in  the  Government  Bills? 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) 
I  hope  we  shall  have  some  guarantee 
that  Ministers  will  be  present  to  answer 
questions   Members   may   desire  to 
ask. 

Mr.  CONWAY:  Seeing  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  in  his  place,  I  b^, 
to  repeat  my  question  :  Under  what 
circumstances  and  b^  whose  authority 
have  bands  in  Limerick  been  prohibited 
from  playing  in  public  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  I  think  the  hon,. 
Member  will  recognise  that  the  ques- 
tion is  one  I  cannot  possibly  answer 
without  notice. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  Order,  order  f  I 
must  remind  the  House  of  the  Question 
before  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
OBDBBS  OF  THE  DAT, 


CONSOLIDATED   FUND  (APFROPRIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

THIRD  BEADINQ. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, . 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 
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that  postmasters  and  others  in  the 
Service  should  take  prominent  parts  in 
Party  elections.  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  go  that  far.  But  if  this  is  fair 
towards  postal  employees,  then  it  is  a 
rule  which  should  equally  apply  to  all 
Civil  servants  of  the  Crown.  But  it  is 
wellknown  in  the  House,  or  it  ought  to 
be  well  known  inthe  House,  that  many 
of  the  higher  ofiBcials  in  the  service  of 
the  Crown  employ  much  of  their  time 
—and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  they  do  not 
employ  time  which  should  be  devoted 
to  the  Public  Service— in  taking  part 
in  Parliamentary  elections  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving  the  candidate  of  the 
Party  they  support  in  any  given  con- 
stituency. Now,  what  is  right  with 
regard  to  the  higher  paid  ofl&cers  in  the 
Service  ought  to  be  right  for  those  who 
are  underpaid.  The  rights  of  the  latter 
should  be  more  secure,  and  they  should 
hane  the  opportunity  of  putting  their 
grievances  before  the  House.  But  the 
Postmaster  General  would-  deny  to 
these  men  the  right  of  pubUc  petition 
through  their  own  representatives  for 
the  Division  in  which  they  happen  to 
reside  when  they  have  any  grievance  to 
bring  before  the  House.  I  have  no 
wish,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  unseemly 
for  me,  to  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  Division  on  this  question  ;  but  I 
should  like  to  learn  from  the  Post- 
master General  under  what  authority, 
under  what  Statute.under  what  regula- 
tion passed  by  this  House,  he  has 
or  warned,  to  use  the 

words  of  tE&^ 
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(3.47.)  Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
■Green,  N.E.) :  I  desire  for  a  moment  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  a  notice, 
>vhich  was  issued  by  the  authority  of 
the  latter,  apparently  since  the  Debate 
which  took  place  at  the  latter  end  of 
last  week,  in  which  the  Postmaster 
-General  cautions  postal  employees  with 
regard  to  their  conduct  in  the  forth- 
coming General  Election.  One  parti- 
•cular  paragraph  in  the  notice  I  desire 
to  call  attention  to.   It  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  PoBtmastor  General  at  the  same  time 
desirea  to  warn  Post  Office  servants  tiiat  it 
would  be  improper  fortbem,  in  combination  or 
individo^y,  to  endeavour  to  extract  promises 
from  any  candidate  for  election  to  the  House 
of  Commons  with  reference  to  their  pay  or 
iluties." 

This  is  dated  Friday,  17th  June,  and  I 
feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  call  the  attention 
-of  the  House  to  the  position  in  which 
postal  employees  are  placed  by  a  notice 
of  this  kind.  In  the  first  place  they 
are  denied  the  right  of  ordinary  com- 
bination, and  the  leaders  in  such 
combination ,  contrary  to  the  law 
of  the  realm,  were  a  year  or  two 
1^0  punisned  for  such  combination. 
.Some  of  them  were  deprived  of  their 
positions,  and  others  had  their  good 
-conduct  stripes  taken  from  them,  and 
they  have  n"^-  -been-^restoi^^  and 
now  these  employees  are  placed  m 
unfortunate  position  that  they  are 
denied  the  right  of  combination  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled ;  and 
they  are  refused  the  right  of  appealing 
to  Parliament  through  the  Members 
for  their  constituency  in  regard  to 
their  duties  and  pay.  Now,  I 
hold  it  is  not  witmn  the  com- 
petence of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  issue  a  notice  of  this  kind.  I  hold  it 
is  altogether  a  violation  of  the  duties  of 
the  position  of  Postmaster  General  to 
deny  to  postal  employees  this  right  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  law.  If  these  men 
are  not  permitted  to  combine  and  are 
not  permitted  to  bring  their  complaints 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  how  are 
they  to  obtain  any  redress  of  the 
grievances  of  which  they  complain  ?  I 
fully  admit  it  would  be  very  improper 
with  regai-d  to  the  rules  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  issued  in  1885 


2ce  to 


"  Servants  of  the  F 
be  improper  forthem,  whether  \ 
or  individually,   to  endeavour 
promiscB  from  any  candidate  in 
their  duties  and  pay"  ? 

Let  me  remind  the  House  that  this  is 
done  particularly  by  two  branches  of 
the  Public  Service.  Every  Session  we 
have  Members  representing  the  Army 
and  Navy  bringing  forward  grievances 
of  men  in  those  Services,  and  long  De- 
bates ensue.  But  men  in  the  Postal 
Service  have  no  Members  here  capable 
of  representingthoir  case.  Theonlyman 
capable  of  dealing  with  these  questions 
is  the  Postmaster  General,  and  he  deals 
with  them  adversely  to  the  interest  of 
the  employees.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty, 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
copy  of  this  notice  issued,  to  declare 
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that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,!  do  not 

understand  there  is  any  right  on  the 
part  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  issue 
such  a  warning;  and  I  ask  him  under 
what  Statute  does  he  exercise  such 
authority  ?  So  far  as  my  information 
goes,  every  postal  employee  in  the 
couutry  whatever  his  position  has  the 
right  of  every  citizen  to  apply  to  the 
SEember  for  his  Division  for  representa- 
tion to  the  House  of  Commons  of 
grievances  of  which  he  may  have  to 
comphun.  When  and  where  has  Par- 
liament sanctioned  any  regulation  in 
abrogation  of  such  a  right  ? 

-(3.55.)  The  POSTMASTER GJINE- 
EAL  (Sir  James  Fergubson,  Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  The  hon.  Member  has 
correctly  quoted  a  passage  in  the  cir- 
cular which  has  been  issued  to  servants 
of  the  Post  Office,  and  it  has  been 
usual  to  issue  such  a  circular  previous 
to  a  General  Election  warning  public 
servants  not  to  take  a  prominent  part  in 
elections.  It  is  desirable,  and  it  is 
recognised  as  proper,  that  while  public 
servants  should  be  entrusted  with  the 
franchise — and  we  will  not  quarrel  now 
over  the  question  of  whether  it  is  a 
privilege  or  a  right— they  shall  not 
take  a  leading  part  in  elections.  It 
■would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  and 
lead  to  all  sorts  of  abuses,  were  officers 
of  the  Post  Office  to  be  at  liberty 
to  do  so.  To  this  circular  has  been 
Added  a  special  caution  on  account  of  a 
disposition  which  has  been  shown  in 
some  brandies  of  the  Sennce  to  put 
test  questions  to  candidates  at  the 
Oeneral  Election.  I  read  to  the  House 
the  other  night  passages  from  a  circular 
which  had  been  issued,  and  which  bore 
the  very  strong  appearance  of  being 
put  to  candidates  as  the  condition  upon 
■which  the  votes  of  members  of  the  Ser- 
-vice  would  be  given.  That,  as  I  said 
then  to  the  House,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  an  abuse  of  the  privilege  of 
the  franchise,  and  calculated  to  im- 
pair the  purity  of  elections.  The 
hon.  Member  has,  I  think,  overstrained 
his  case  in  asserting  that  in  issuing 
this  caution,  this  warning,  to  servants 
of  the  Post  Office  against  putting  test 
■questions  in  reference  to  pay  and  duties, 
X  have  gone  the  length  of  denying  the 
right  of  pubUc  petition.  I  in  no  way 
deny  the  right  of  members  of  the 
^Public  Service  to  appeal  to  Members  of 

VOL.  V.       [fourth  bbbibb.'] 


and  Elections.  1566 

this  House  to  get  their  case  represented 
here.  But  there  is  all  the  difference 
between  Members  being  asked  to  repre- 
sent a  prinui  facte  case  and  candidates 
being  asked  to  pledge  themselves  upon 
an  cx  parte  statement  to  support  a  re- 
vision or  a  commission  of  inqmry — in 
fact,  to  prejudge  the  ease.  To  ask  for 
such  a  promise  as  a  condition  of 
giving  a  vote  does  seem  to  me  incon- 
sistent with  the  duties  of  a  public 
servant,  and  to  go  beyond  his  constitu- 
tional privileges.  In  that  view  the 
warninghasbeenissued.  Bywhatlawor 
right  has  this  been  done  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber asks  ?  By  the  right  and  duty  which 
belongs  to  the  head  of  a  Department  to 
preserve  proper  discipline.  Of  course 
my  actions  in  this  respect  are  subject 
to  review  in  Parliament,  and  I  sub- 
mit the  grounds  on  which  I  acted. 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  officials  of 
a  higher  grade  take  a  prominent  part  in 
elections  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
cases.  If  this  has  been  the  case  such 
officials  have  undoubtedly  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  discipline  and  are  open 
to  censure.  For  my  part,  I  make  no 
distinction  between  the  lower  and 
higher  branches  of  the  Service.  The 
hon.  Member  refers  to  discussions 
upon  the  Army  and  Navy  Services,  and 
I  make  no  objection  to  similar  dis- 
cussions on  the  Postal  Service  ;  but 
that  is  altogether  different  from  this 
putting  of  test  questions  to  candidates. 
If  such  a  practice  were  carried  out,  say 
by  such  public  -servants  as  soldiers, 
where  would  discipline  be  ?  It  is 
surely  desirable  that  there  should  be 
some  reserve  maintained  by  all  public 
servants.  The  hon  Gentleman  says 
that  I  have  been  insensible  to  the 
wants  of  the  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment while  I  have  been  active  in 
maintaining  discipline.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  the  feeling  of  the  officers  of  the 
Department,  nor  would  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  say  so,  and  I  repel 
the  charge  as  undeserved. 

Mr.  HOWELL:  May  I  be  aUowed 
to  make  the  explanation  that  I  know 

nothing  whatever  of  the  test  question 
being  applied?  I  have  had  no  test 
question  put  before  me,  nor  have  I  had 
any  information  from  the  employees 
themselves.  I  have  taken  the  matter 
up  simply  as  a  public  duty. 
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The  Ulsteb  Convention. 

Mk.  JOHN  O'CONNOB  (Tipperary, 
S.) :  My  hon.  Friend  behind  me  re- 
marked on  the  absence  of  Members  of 
the  Government  from  their  places.  I 
regret  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  of  the  Under 
Secretary,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  statement  made 
at  the  Ulster  Convention  a  few  days 
ago*  whichinvolvesthe  characterand  the 
credit  of  a  great  General  at  present  in 
the  service  of  the  Government.  The 
statement  I  refer  to  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Kane,  who,  alluding  to  Lord 
Wolseley,  said — 

*■  He  ia  one  of  ub — an  Irish  Loyalist  to  the 
core.  Our  fathers  followed  his  gallaat  ances- 
tor at  Nentownbatler,  and  followed  him  to 
victory ;  and  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  fix 
onr  eyes  on  the  oriflamme  of  Wolseley,  and 
follow  hun  in  his  war  upon  domestic  treason." 

I  want  to  know  whether  the  War 
Bepartment  will  ask  from  Lord 
Wolseley  an  explanation,  and  request 
him  to  state  whether  he  has  given  any 
person  or  persons  in  Ireland  authority 
to  say  that  he  was  prepared  to  lead 
them  in  civil  war  against  this  country  ? 
It  is  a  very  serious  matter  if  we  have 
in  our  employment  at  the  present  time 
receiving  pay,  great  rewards,  and  some- 
times entrusted  with  the  execution  of 
great  military  expeditions,  a  man  who 
professes  sentiments  that  amount  to 
treason.  We  are  told  by  the  news- 
papers, and  it  was  even  stated  by  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  yester- 
day or  the  day  before,  that  the 
language  used  at  Belfast  was  moderate 
language.  I  deny,  Sir,  that  the 
language  was  moderate.  The  Duke  of 
Abercorn,  who  presided,  said  that  they 
wished  to  tell  the  English  people 
what  might  occur  under  certain 
eventualities.  What  are  those  even- 
tualities? Perhaps  it  is  to  kick  the 
Queen's  Crown  into  the  Boyne,  as  some 
gentlemen  said  they  would  before  the 
Disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church. 
That  was  a  statement  made  by  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  endorsed  >  by  a  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  now  occupies  a 
position  in  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
It  was  endorsed,  too,  by  the  very  gen- 
tlemen who  were  present  at  the  Belfast 
Convention  the  other  day,  and  it  is  the 


sentiment  that  permeates  the  oi^fEinisa- 
tion  they  were  representing  the  other 
day.  I  want  to  know,  is  Lord  Wolseley 

to  aid  and  assist  those  people  in  kick- 
ing the  Queen'sCrown  into  the  Boyne? 
There  was  even  worse  language  used  at 
the  Convention.  Mr.  Thomas  St.Clair» 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  said — 

"  If  it  be  ever  set  up  (that  is  the  power)  in 
Dublin,  we  will  simply  ignore  its  existence 
its  Acts  will  be  to  us  as  waste  paper  ;  its  police- 
will  find  tbeir  barracks  pre-occupied  by  our 
constabulary;  its  judges  will  sit  in  empty- 
court  houses ;  tiie  early  efforts  of  its  existence 
will  be  spout  in  devising  means  to  deal  with  a 
passive  resistance  co-exteusive  with  tHster." 

What  is  this  passive  resistance  ?  If 
it  means  anything,  it  means  resist- 
ance to  the  payment  of  taxes;  and  I 
wish  to  know  whether  Lord  Wolseley 
will  be  on  the  side  of  the  people  who- 
resist  payment  and  opposed  to  those- 
who  enforce  the  law?  Mr.  Thomas- 
Andrews,  a  man  of  great  influence  oa 
their  side,  said — 

"  If  England  and  Scotland  are  determined 
to  force  us  into  civil  war,  on  them  let  the  re- 
sponsibility rest.  As  a  last  resort  we  shall 
be  piapared  to  defend  ourseUeSt  and  we- 
shall  not  be  without  allies." 

Who  are  the  "  allies "  ?  Is  Lord 
Wolseley  to  be  one  of  them  ?  Is  he  to- 
be  engaged  in  civil  war?  If  he  is,  this 
House  ought  to  know.  I  think  the- 
Government  ought  to  demand  from  him 
some  explanation  as  to  what  his  con- 
duct is  likely  to  be  under  those  eventu- 
alities. There  were  days  when  military 
commanders  floated  revolutions  in  this 
country ;  there  were  days  when 
Puritan  armies  passed  resolutions  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  coercion  of 
Parliament ;  and  it  may  be  possible  that 
unless  the  intentions  of  this  military 
tyrant  be  checked  in  time  he  may  be 
found  to  be  a  second  Cromwell,  and 
enter  this  House,  and  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  " take  away  that  bauble." 
We  have  seen  elsewhere  the  deplorable 
results  of  military  combinations  and 
revolution,  from  which  this  country  has 
long  been  free.  While  I  wish  it  to  re- 
main free  from  these  treasonable  com- 
pacts, I  hold  that  Lord  Wolseleyshould 
be  asked  what  encouragement  he  gave 
the  utterers  of  these  statements  affect- 
ing his  credit  in  this  country.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  these  statements  have 
been  made.  They  were  made  in  1886, 
and  they  have  remained  uncontradicted 
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since.  They  are  made  now  in  greater 
force,  and  I  want  to  know  what  asunrance 
we  are  to  get  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  them  in  fact?  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  severe  on  Lord  Wolseley.  He  is 
a  gallant  Irishman,  and  I  have  fre- 
qcentiy  pointed  to  him  as  a  splendid 
specimen  of  the  Irish  military  com- 
mander. It  does  not  matter  to  me 
whether  a  military  commander  comes 
from  Tyrone  or  Tipperary,  so  long  as 
his  talents  are  engaged  in  the  service 
of  this  country  and  used  in  the  protec- 
tion of  this  Empire.  I  do  not  care  from 
what  part*  of  Ireland  he  comes ;  pro- 
viding he  is  an  Irishman  I  am  fJways 
proud  of  him.  Hence  it  is  that  I  shall 
be  glad  if  Lord  "Wolseley  is  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  clearing  himself  from  the 
charge  that  must  inevitably  be  made 
against  him  by  all  reasonable  men. 
That  is  why  I  am  anxious  that  some 
Representative  of  the  War  Office  should 
have  been  in  his  place  to-day  to  give 
an  assiurance  in  this  House  that  Lord 
Wolseley  repudiates  all  connection  with 
the  statemepts  made  concerning  his 
character  as  a  soldier  and  a  citizen  of 
this  country.  If  those  Members  of  the 
Government  I  am  now  addressing  are 
not  capable  of  giving  me  some  satisfac- 
tion in  this  matter,  I  hope  that  before 
the  close  of  the  Debate  the  Secretary 
for  War  wiU  be  in  bis  place,  will  be 
informed  of  what  has  taken  place,  and 
will  make  some  statement  that  will 
relieve  Lord  Wolseley's  character  from 
the  stigma  of  rebellion  which  has  been 
placed  upon  it. 

The  Dissolution. 
Mb.  LABOUGHERB  (Northamp- 
ton) :  We  are  now  going  to  part  en- 
tirely with  control  of  the  finances  of 
the  country,  and  before  we  do  so  I 
think  we  should  obtain  some  clear  and 
satisfactory  assurance  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  as  to  the  exact  date  when  the 
Dissolution  is  going  to  take  place.  I 
would  also  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  has  communicated 
with  his  colleagues  in  the  other  House 
the  very  strong  opinion  that  was  felt  a 
few  days  ago,  when  the  matter  was 
discussed,  as  to  the  dilatonrproceedings 
of  the  House  <A  Lords  ?  I  observe  that 
on  the  evening  when  the  discussion 
took  place  here,  the  other  House  ad- 


journed before  dinner,  and  I  think  it  is 
possible  that  they  will  adjourn  at  an 
earUer  hour  to-day — perhaps  also  to- 
morrow and  Wednesday,  and  possibly 
Thursday  and  Friday — than  we  are 
accustomed  to  adjourn  at.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
not  communicate  with  his  colleagues 
and  say  that  the  Dissolution  shall  take 
place  on  Thursday  or  Friday  of  this 
week  ?  As  he  is  aware,  our  business 
will  be  entirely  concluded  on  Thursday, 
and  therefore  it  will  be  open  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  proceedings  to  bring  about 
the  Dissolution  and  the  issue  of  the 
new  Writs  for  the  next  Parliament 
during  the  present  week.  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  vrill,  before 
this  Bill  is  passed  

ROYAL  ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners ; — 

The  House  went; — and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mr.  Speakek  reported  the  Boyal 
assent  to, — 

1.  Customs  and  Inland  Bevenue 

Act,  1892. 

2.  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2)  Act, 
1892. 

3.  Conveyancing  and  Law  of 
Property  Act,  1892. 

4.  Boads  and  Bridges  (Scotland) 
Amendment  Act,  1892. 

5.  Mortmain  and  Charitable  Uses 
Act  Amendment  Act,  1692. 

6.  Indian  Councils  Act,  1892. 

7.  Charity  Inquiries  (Expenses) 
Act,  1892. 

8.  Weights  and  Measures*  (Pur- 
chase) Act,  1892. 

9.  Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Ex- 
tracts Act,  1892. 

10.  Statute  Law  Bevision  Act,  1892. 

11.  High  Court  of  Justiciary  (Soot- 
land)  Act,  1892. 

12.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act, 
1892. 

13.  Electric  Lij^ting  Order  Con- 
firmation (No.  1)  Act,  1892. 

14.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2)  Act,  1892. 
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15.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
Srmation  (No.  3)  Act,  1892. 

16.  Dublin  Barracks  ImproTenient 
Act,  1892. 

17.  Kailway  Rates  and  Charges, 
No.  1  (Abbotsbury  Railway,  &o.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

18.  Railway  Batra  and  Chaises, 
No.  2  (Brecon  and  Merthyr  Tydfil 
Junction  BailwAy,  &c.)  Order  Confir- 

ation  Act,  1892. 

19.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 
3  (Cambrian  Railway,  &o.)  Order  Con- 
firmation Act,  1892. 

20.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges, 
No.  4  (Cleator  and  Workington  Junc- 
tion Railway,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation 
Act,  1892. 

21.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges, 
No.  6  (East  London  Railway,  &o.) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

22.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges^ 
No.  6  (Festiniog  Railway,  Ac.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

23.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges, 
No.  7  (Fumess  Railway,  &o.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

24.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges, 
No.  8  (Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West 
Biding  Junction  Railway)  Order  Gon- 
firmaUon  Act,  1692. 

25.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges, 
No.  9  (Isle  of  Wight  Railway,  <!kc.) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892, 

26.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

10  (Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway, 
Sec.)  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1893. 

27.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges,  No. 

11  (London,  Tilbary,  and  Sonthend 
Railway,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation  Act, 
1892, 

28.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No, 

12  (Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincoln- 
shire Railway,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation 
Act,  1892. 

29.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges,  No. 

13  (Metropolitan  Railway,  &c.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

30.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

14  (Midland  and  South  Western 
Junction  Railway,  Sic.)  Order  Gonfir- 
mation  Act,  1892. 

81.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges,  No. 

15  (North  Eastern  Railway  Company, 
&o.)  Order*  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 


32.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

16  (North  London  Railway)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

33.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

17  (North  Staffordshire  Railway,  &o.) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

34.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

18  (Taff  Vale  Railway,  &c.)  Order  Con- 
firmation Act,  1892. 

35.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

19  (Caledonian  Railway,  &c.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

36.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

20  (Callander  and  Oban  i^ilway) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

37.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

21  (City  of  Glasgow  Union  Railway) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

38.  Bailway  Bates  and  Charges,  No. 

22  (Glasgow  and  South  Western  Rail- 
way, &c.)  Order  Confirmation  Act, 
1892. 

39.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

23  (Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway) 
Order  Coofirmation  Act,  1892. 

40-  Bailway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

24  (Highland  Railway)  Order  Confir- 
mation .\ct,  1892. 

41.  Railway  Rates  and  Charges,  No. 

25  (North  British  Railway,  &c.)  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

42.  Railway  Bates  and  Charges,  No. 

26  (Athenry  and  Ennis  Junction  Bail- 
way,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation  Act, 
1892. 

43.  Milnathort  Water  Supply  Con- 
fimation  Act,  1892. 

44.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Act,  1892. 

45.  Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2)  Act,  1892. 

46.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
Ttsional    Orders    Confirmation  Act, 

1892. 

47.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Act,  1892. 

48.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3) 
Act,  1892. 

49.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4.) 
Act,  1892. 

50.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  5) 
Act,  1892. 
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51.  Bathgate  Water  Supply  Con- 
firmation Act,  1892. 

52.  Allotments  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

53.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
Act  (No.  6)  Act.  1892. 


The  Dissolution. 
(4.36.)  Mb.  LABOUCHEHE:  I 
only  rose  before  in  order  to  elicit  some 
information  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  As  I  have  pointed  out,  the 
business  here  will  be  fimshed  absolutely 
on  Thursday,  and  with  a  little  good- 
will on  the  part  of  the  Lords  the 
business  in  the  Upper  Chamber  could 
also  be  finished  by  Thursday.  The 
writs  could  then  be  issued  on  Friday, 
and  delivered  on  Saturday  to  the 
constituencies.  The  election  could 
also  take  place  the  week  afterwards. 
Not  only  that,  but  the  Saturday  for 
which  we  are  contending  would  be 
included  in  the  permissible  days  upon 
which  the  polling  could  take  place.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  "Evai  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  there  are  places  where, 
no  doubt,  Saturday  would  be  an  un- 
desirable day  for  the  election.  We 
never  for  one  moment  asseiiied  that  it 
would  be  a  universally  convenient  day 
for  the  purpose.  We  merely  said  that 
in  a  certain  number  of  places  it  is 
considered — whether  rightly  or  wrongly 
— that  Saturday  is  the  most  convenient 
day,  and  we  only  desired  that  the 
Saturday  should  be  included  in  the 
days  upon  which  the  returning  officer 
may  order  the  poll  to  be  taken. 
Under  those  circumstances  I  hope  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  re-consider  the  position  he  took  up 
a  day  or  two  ago,  and  that  after  having 
communicated  with  his  colleagues  and 
the  House  of  Ijords  we  shaU  be  in- 
formed that  the  Dissolution  is  to  take 
place  so  that  the  polling  may  occur  on 
the  Saturday. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  also 
do  well  to  complete  the  information 
which  he  gave  the  other  day  as  to  the 
work  we  are  eitpected  to  do  before  we 
are  released.   Certain  measures  were 


to  be  passed,  but  there  were  others  with 
regard  to  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  said  nothing  definite.  It  is 
very  inconvenient  for  Members  who 
are  interested  in  the  measures  about 
which  there  is  no  certainty  to  come 
here  when  perhaps  they  are  wanted 
elsewhere.  There  is  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Cornwall  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  vei^  well  that  there 
is  no  desire  for  it  except  on  the  part  of 
certain  interested  individuals,  and  that 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  public  opposition 
to  it.  I  think,  therefore,  he  might  say 
whether  that  BiU  is  to  be  pushed  on 
under  present  circumstances.  There  is 
another  matter  I  should  like  to  refer  to, 
and  that  is  the  continual  interference 
by  Peers  of  the  Eealm  in  the  elections 
of  Members  of  this  House,  which  has 
been  ruled  in  this  House  to  be  ex- 
tremely improper.  I  know  that  we 
have  no  control  over,  the  House  of 
Peers,  but  I  do  not  think  it  should  be 
allowed.  It  is  scarcely  courteous  to  this 
House  for  noblemen  who  occupy  high 
positions  to  set  at  defiance  the  privileges 
of  this  House.  I  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  set  my  mind  and 
the  minds  of  others  at  rest  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  that  he  will  also 
say  that  the  Archdeaconry  of  GomwiJl 
BiU  shall  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Stockport) : 
I  wish  to  make  one  remark  with 
reference  to  the  day  of  the  Dissolution. 
It  is  clear  that  whatever  days  are  fixed 
certain  other  days  must  be  excluded. 
Hon.  Members  are  desirous  of  including 
Saturday  and  Monday  among  the  days 
to  be  selected  ;  but  if  reference  is  made 
to  the  election  of  1866  it  will  be 
found  that  the  larger  number  of  the 
elections  took  place  on  the  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  to  some 
extent  on  Friday.  Therefore  the 
Government  would  not  do  wisely  in 
excluding  those  days  for  the  other  two 
days.  I  think  the  two  most  incon- 
venient days  all  round,  owing  to  the 
disfranchisement  which  takes  place  on 
them,  are  the  Saturday  and  the  Mon- 
day, and  I  hope  that  in  the  interests  of 
Democratic  principles  the  Government 
will  take  care  that  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, Thursday  and,  Friday  are  not 
excluded,  but  that  the  elections  shall 
take  place  on  those  days. 
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The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpoub,  Man- 
ehester,  E.)  :  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  my  hon.  Friend  into  the 
discussion  which  we  went  into  last 
Thursday  upon  this  question.  I  rise  to 
answer  the  questions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  (Mr.Picton)  with  regard 
to  the  Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill. 
I  desired  to  see  that  BiU  passed  into 
law ;  but  I  am  aware  that  there  is 
opposition  to  it  in  the  House,  and  that 
one  result  of  dealing  with  it  would  be 
to  keep  Gentlemen  here  at  a  time  when, 
in  the  ordinary  course,  they  would 
probably  be  occupying  themselves  in 
another,  if  not  more  agreeable,  fashion. 
Under  those  circumstances,  I  shall  not 
endeavour  to  proceed  with  it.  In  re- 
gard to  what  has  been  said  as  to  the 
action  of  Members  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  I  have  always  understood  that 
the  mode  in  which  the  rule  has 
hitherto  been  applied  is  that  no  peer 
shall  speak  in  favour  of  a  candidate 
after  the  writ  for  tlie  election  has  been 
issued.  I  am  not  a  legal  authority, 
but  that  is  the  view  I  have  always 
heard  taken  in  this  House.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  justification  for 
entering  into  a  conflict  with  the  House 
of  Lords  as  to  the  precise  line  of 
demarcation  on  one  side  of  which  it 
should  be  legitimate  for  a  peer  to 
speak  in  a  constituency  at  an  election, 
while  on  the  other  side  it  would  be 
illegitimate  for  him  Ho  do  so.  I  have 
no  doubt  my  coKeagues  in  the  House 
of  Lords  have  made  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  passed  in  this 
House  the  other  night,  and  that  they 
know  there  is  a  desire  to  close  the 
business  of  the  Session  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. It  must,  however,  be  recol- 
lected that  when  this  House  sends  up 
not  only  many  Bills,  but  important 
Bills,  to  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  end 
of  the  Session,  it  is  not  fair  to  ask 
the  House  of  Lords  to  do  what  we 
■would  not  do  in  this  House — namely, 
suspend  the  Standing  Orders,  so  that 
they  may  take  all  the  stages  of  those 
Bills  on  the  same  day.  That  is  a  pro- 
ceeding which  the  House  of  Commons 
is  prepared  to  take  with  reference  to 
minor  and  uncontroversial  Bills ;  but 
that  course  oould  not  possibly  be  taken, 
either  in  the  House  of  Lords  or  in  this 
House,  in  respect  of  measures  about 


which  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  may  exist.  Have  we  any 
right,  for '  instance,  to  expect  that  all 
the  successive  stages  of  the  Education 
Bill  should  be  got  rid  of  by  the  House 
of  Lords  in  one  day  ?  It  would  be  a 
proceeding  which  would  be  contrary  not 
only  to  their  practice,  but  contrary 
to  our  practice  as  well.  There  is 
this  further  point  to  bear  in  mind. 
One  of  the  most  important  Bills  is  the 
Small  Holdings  Bill.  It  is  possible 
that  some  discussion  may  be  necessary 
on  the  Amendments  passed  by  the 
House  of  Lords  with  reference  to  that 
Bill.  Personally,  I  should  deplore  that 
result,  but  it  is  a  contingency  that 
may  arise.  For  these  reasons,  I  do 
not  think  that  anything  has  occurred 
which  should  lead  me  to  depart  from 
the  position  previously  taken  up,  and 
which  rendered  it  absolutely  impos- 
sible that  the  Council  for  the  Proroga- 
tion could  be  held  earlier  than  next 
week. 

-(4.48.)  Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.) ;  Before  we  part  from 
the  question,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the 
House,  according  to  precedent,  that 
the  Government  should  state  the  date 
upon  which  they  intend  to  prorogue 
and  te  dissolve.  When  we  were  in 
precisely  similar  circumstances  last 
time,  my  right  hon.  PViend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby,  who  then  represented 
the  Government,  was  called  upon  by 
the  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  state  to  the  House  the  dates 
of  Prorogation  and  Dissolution.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  at  once  complied 
with  the  request,  and  I  think  he  told 
the  House  that  it  would  be  prorogued 
on  the  fViday  and  dissolved  on  the 
Saturday.  I  do  not  wish  to  re- 
itpflin  the  question  about  the  Satur- 
day/NJ?he  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port thOH^t  that  Monday  would 
not  be  a  cOBXgnient  day  for  the 
working  classes,  rijull  only  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  Monday^W^d  be  a  con- 
venient day  for  polling  in  TOfiny  places 
outside  London.  Strong  aJgltfients 
may  be  used  for  and  against  Satm*d^y> 
but  that  Monday  woxild  be  a  most  coTte 
venient  day  there  cannot  be  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt.  I  will  not  pursue  that 
question  further.  I  will  only  point  out 
that  on  the  last  occasion  the  Thitd 
Beading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  took 
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place  on  the  Monday,  as  it  will  take 
place  to-night.  .The  Indian  Budget 
was  then  brought  in,  as  it  will  be  on 
this  occasion,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
Session  the  House  adjourned  until 
the  Thursday  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
Bills  from  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
House  of  Lords  then  had  the  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  as 
they  will  now  have.  The  Bills  were 
Jttrought  back  on  the  Thursday,  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  on  the  Friday,  and 
the  Dissolution  took  place  on  the 
Saturday.  I  would  further  point  out 
that  there  are  no  important  Bills  now 
■on  the  Paper — every  important  Bill 
having  gone  to  the  otner  House. 
'There  is  no  necessity  then  for  the 
House  of  Lords  to  suspend  their 
Standing  Orders,  because  all  the  im- 
portant Bills  were  ^here  last  week.  I 
would  therefore  now  ask  the  right  hon. 
-Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  state  the  date  of  the  Dissolu- 
tion. Will  it  be  Tuesday,  the  28tb, 
Wednesday,  the  29th,  or  Thursday,  the 
30th?  I  think  we  should  know  the 
■date  before  this  Bill  is  allowed  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

(4.52.)  Mb.  BALFOUR:  I  have 
refrained  from  fixing  absolutely,  within 
twelve  hours,  the  date  on  which  the 
Dissolution  should  take  place ;  but 
AS  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
■an  appeal  to  me,  I  do  not  think  that  I 
-should  be  justified  in  resisting  it.  I 
wiH  say,  therefore,  that  the  Gonnoil  for 
the  Proijogation  and  Dissolution  will 
he  held  on  the  first  day  on  which,  I 
think,  we  can  clearly  look  forward  to 
having  completed  all  the  business  which 
is  before  us,  and  that  would  be  Tuesday, 
the  28th. 

Mb.  fowler  :  Dissolution  on  the 
'Tuesday? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  Yes. 

Parliamentaby  Bepokting. 
(4.54.)  Mr.  MORTON  (Peter- 
l^orou^h) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■said  just  now  something  about  the 
House  of  Lords  requiring  time  to  con- 
■sider  the  Bills  sent  up  to  it  from  this 
House.  That  may  be  so,  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  he  asked  this 
House  to  go  through  Supply  without 
proper  consideration  in  order  that  the 
Dissolution  might  take  place  this  week. 
J  now  want  to  ask  the  right  hon. 


Gentleman  a  question  as  to  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  Committee  with  rmerenoe 
to  the  Beports  of  the  Parliamentary 

Debates.  Early  in  this  Session  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  on  the  Vote  on 
Account,  I  brought  before  this  House 
the  question  of  the  contract  for  the 
reporting  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
and  we  were  then  promised  that  a 
Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
consider  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  do  not  know  why  that  Committee  was 
not  appointed  till  just  before  the  Whit- 
suntide Recess,  or  why  the  Committee 
itself  was  not  called  tqggther  till  the 
10th  of  this  month.  When  I  called 
attention  to  the  question  I  referred  to 
the  conditions  of  the  present  contract, 
and  I  then  said  that  a  month's 
notice  was  required  to  put  an  end  to 
it  previous  to  the  end  of  the  Session. 
What  I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  is 
this — that  by  putting  oS  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  and  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  he  has 
practically  prevented  anything  being 
done  this  Session.  The  Committee 
were  not  called  together  until  it  was 
too  late  to  give  the  notice  required  to 
terminate  the  contract,  if  it  was  so 
desired.  I  want  to  know  why  he  put 
off  the  appointment  of  the  Committee 
and  the  calling  together  the  Committee 
until  it  was  too  late  to  do  anything — 
thus  making  a  farce  of  the  whole  busi- 
mess  ?  I  do  not  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  anything  about 
the  matter  or  not ;  but  at  any  rate  he  is 
responsible  for  what  has  happened.  As 
the  matter  now  stands  we  have  been 
done  out  of  the  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing it  and  of  being  in  a  position  to 
terminate  the  contract  if  the  House 
or  the  Government  thought  fit  to  do  it.  • 
All  sorts  of  rumours  are  about  of 
friends  of  the  Government  being  con- 
nected with  the  contract,  and  that 
therefore  they  are  not  willing  to  do 
anything  to  upset  it .  What  value  there 
is  in  these  remarks  I  do  not  Imow — 
they  are  only  rumours ;  but  I  should  be 
incUned  to  think  there  is  something  in 
them.  Asa  matterof  fact,  some  validity 
has  been  given  to  these  rumours  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  have 
treated  this  matter.  Everyone  knows 
who  has  looked  into  the  matter  that 
there  is  a  general  opinion  with  regard 
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to  the  present  system.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  one  word  against  the  present 
contractors  for  the  reporting,  because 
for  the  price  at  which  the  work  is 
being  done  it  is  impossible  for  Parlia- 
ment to  have  the  work  done  properly. 
There  is,  however,  an  opinion  pre- 
valent that  some  alteration  should 
be  made.  Some  of  us  think,  as  I 
think  myself,  that  the  money  now 
being  spent  upon  it — £'2,000  or  what- 
ever it  is — will  be  absolutely  wasted, 
because  the  THmes  weekly  reports 
are  quite  as  good  as  Beuter's  reports. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say  on  the 
subject,  but  1  must  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  some  explanation  why 
the  Committee  was  not  called  to- 
gether until  it  was  too  late,  under 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  to  do  any- 
thing. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANKS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILL.— (No.  406.) 
COHMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses,  1  to  3  agreed  to. 
Clause  4. 

On  Motion  of  The  Chakcellob  of 
the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square),  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  was  agreed  to ; — Page  2, 
line  9,  leave  out  "thirteen,"  and  insert 
"twelve." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  to  7  agreed  to. 

Clause  8. 

Amendment  proposed,  in   page  4, 
,  line  17,  leave  out  Sub-section  (3). 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  To-morrow. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL.— (No.  418.) 
CONSIDEBATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mb.  lea  (Londonderry,  S.)  :  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  hon.  and  learned 
(jentleman  the  Attorney  General 
Mr,  Morton 


whether  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing  Act 
is  continued  under  .  the  Bill  ?  The 
exemption  of  certain  towns  under  this 
Act  1ms  been  renewed  year  after  year 
now  for  ten  years,  and  I  hope  that  the 
next  Parliam^it  will  find  time  to  deal 
with  the  matter  once  for  all. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHAUD  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  I 
have  not  had  time  to  consult  with  ray 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  on  this 
point;  but,  speaking  from  memory,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Act  referred  to 
is  continued  under  this  Act. 

BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
ACT  (1882)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
(No.  405.) 
CONSIDERATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  John  Lubbock 
{London  University) ,  the  following 
Amendment  was  agreed  to : — 

"  Thkt  the  word  '  Ireland '  be  ioserted  in  th» 

title  of  the  BiU." 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  an  amended  Title. 

MOTION. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  (SUPPLE- 
MENTARY STATEMENT).  . 

The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Ashmead  -  Babtlett» 
Sheffield,  Ecclesall) :  I  may  say  in 
explanation  of  this  additional  Estimata 
that  it  is  an  earnest  of  the  desire  of  th& 
Government  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Cbrnmittee  aa 
to  Greenwich  age  pensions.  It  will 
be  within  the  recollection  erf  the  House 
that  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  those 
naval  pensioners,  above  fifty-five  years 
of  age,  who  are  not  in  the  enjoyment 
of  age  pensions,  to  such  pensions,  and, 
after  a  careful  examination,  the  Com- 
mittee reported  favourably  to  the 
claims  of  the  naval  pensioners.  And, 
Sir,  that  Committee  indicated  two 
principal  ways  in  which  the  sum 
requisite  to  carry  out  their  recommen- 
dations might  be  provided.  The  first 
of  these  was  an  extra  grant  to  be  paid 
out  of  naval  funds  to  the  Greenwich 
funds  for  the  use  of  the  Greenwich. 

Digitized  by 


1581  East  India 

Hospital  buildings  as  a  Boyal, Naval 
College ;  and  the  second  was  to  re-grant 
to  the  Greenwich  fnnds  the  sum  of 

£16,000  a  year,  which  was  paid  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  under  Act  of 
Parliament,  from  1834  to  1869.  This 
second  question  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Admiralty  and 
Ti-easury ;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  necessi- 
tates a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  it  is 
impossible  at  this  period  of  the  present 
Session  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Well, 
Sir,  as  I  have  already  said,  this  present 
sum  of  £5,000  is  an  earnest  of  the  wish 
of  the  Government  to  carry  out  one  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
It  will  be  granted  at  once,  and  it  will 
enable  the  Admiralty  to  give  600  addi- 
tional pensions,  which,  together  with 
400  already  granted  this  year,  will 
make  a  total  of  1,000  extra  pensions 
granted  during  1892. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Sapplementary  Statement  of  the 
esUtnated  additional  Income  and  Ezpenditaro 
of  Greenwich  Hospital  for  the  year  ending 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1893,  beyond  the 
Amounts  included  in  the  Statement  already 
approved  by  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  dated  the  14th  day  of  June,  1892 
(Parliamentary  Paper,  Mo.  243,  of  Session 
18^),  prepared  in  pursoanee  of  Act  48  wid 
49  Vic.,  0.  42,  be  approTed."— (^r.  Aahmead- 
Bartleti.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  Leave  the 
Chair." 

•Sir  KOPER  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  I  hope.  Sir,  that  the  in- 
terest which  is  <elt  by  this  House  and 
by  the  country  at  large  in  the  affairs 
of  our  greatest  Dependency  will  not  be 
measured  in  the  opinion  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  therein  either  by  the  num- 
ber of  Members  who  are  present 
or  are  likely  to  be  present  during  this 
Debate,  or  by  the  period  of  the  Session 
at  which  the  Indian  Budget  is  now 
usually  introduced.  In  every  Session 
of  the  Pairliament  that  is  now  drawing 
to  a  close,  I,  and  many  other  Members 
intei'ested  in  Indian  affairs,  have  pro- 
tested against  the  postponement  of 
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this  Debate  until  such  a  late  period. 
It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that 
there  is  some  reason  for  this  Debate- 
being  fixed  so  near  the  end  of  th& 
present  Session,  because  the  circum- 
stances of  this  year  are  altogether 
exceptional.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  wisdom  of  this  vei-y  House,, 
now  nearing  its  Dissolution,  ordained 
only  last  year  a  return  to  our  ancient, 
procedure,  which  allows  a  general  dis- 
cussion on  Indian  affairs  on  the  Motion 
that  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  should  leave  the^ 
Chair.  Since  that  alteration  in  our 
procedure  I  have  visited  nearly  every 
province  of  the  Indian  Empire,  and  I 
can  assure  hon.  Members  that  the 
change  has  given  the  liveliest  satisfac- 
tion to  every  section  of  the  Indian: 
community — native  as  well  as  European 
official  as  well  as  non-official — and  it  ia- 
regarded  as  a  proof  that  there  is  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  House- 
of  Commons  to  exercise  at  least  once  a 
year  some  controlling  influence  over- 
the  afEairs  of  India.  Sir,  I  desire  on 
this.occasion  to  take  advantage  of  this- 
alteration  in  our  procedure  to  submit 
to  this  House  a  statement,  as  brief  as 
I  can  make  it,  of  some  of  the  grievances- 
of  the  Indian  Uncovenanted  Civil  Ser- 
vants in  that  country-.  In  bringing 
this  subject  forward  it  is  especially 
desired  by  every  one,  I  think,  for  whom 
I  speak  to-night  that  it  should  be  made 
quite  clear  that  it  is  in  no  spirit  of 
hostility  to  the  Indian  Government,, 
still  less  with  a  desire  to  throw  the 
blame  on  any  particular  persons  or 
authorities,  either  here  or  in  India. 
The  grievances  to  which  I  allude  have- 
grown  up  during  a  very  long  number 
of  years.  And,  Sir,  these  Uncovenanted 
Civil  Servants,  for  whom  I  speak,  are 
fully  aware  that  when  I  was  in 
Calcutta  last  winter  I  received  from 
Lord  Lansdowne,  the  present  Viceroy, 
a  most  patient  hearing  of  every  particnlar 
connected  with  their  grievances,  and 
the  Service,  therefore,  are  assured 
that  they  will  find  in  Lord  Lans- 
downe a  most  sympathetic  judge  of 
the  merits  of  their  case.  The  Uncove- 
nanted Civil  Servants  are  also  aware 
that  they  owe  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  through  the  motion  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  present 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
who  was  .then  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  the  Sel^t^^^i^^tee 
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■of  this  House,  to  whose  Report  I  wish 
to  draw  attention,  and  from  whose 
inquiries  they  have  obtained  the  only 
redress  of  their  grievances  that  they  have 
«Ter  yet  received.  The  Uncovenanted 
Gvil  Service  feel  that,  from  the  Report 
of  that  Select  Committee,  if  carried  out 
in  a  spirit  of  reasonable  liberality,  they 
«an  obtain  all  that  is  necessary  to 
content  them.  Sir,  they  are  quite 
aware  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  regards  himself — and  very  rightly 
80 — the  natural  guardian  of  the  Indian 
taxpayers.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  to  whom  I 
appeal  to  give  this  statement  his 
favourable  consideration,  will  doubtless 
tell  us  that  the  taxpayers  must  be  con- 
aidered  first  of  aU.  Sir,  those  for 
whom  I  speak  witirely  agree  with  and 
support  that  position,  but  they  desire 
to  point  out  that  the  alterations  they 
ask  for  would  certainly  not  be  very 
costly.  Moreover,  what  they  demand 
from  the  Government  of  India  is  not 
generosity  but  justice,  and  they  main- 
tain that  native  public  opinion  in 
India,  equally  with   English  public 

rion  there  and  here,  will  commend 
resolution  that  renders  that 
justice.  I  ^lall  not  attempt  to  go  into 
any  detailto-night  with  regard  to  these 
grievances,  because  various  detailed 
statements  in  regard  to  them  have 
already  been  submitted  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  His  Excellency  the 
Viceroy,  and  to  hon.  Members  of  this 
House.  But  I  do  desire  to  be  per- 
mitted to  advert  very  briefly  to  one  or 
two  pointp  of  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  that  sat  in  1890,  and  to  the 
evidence  upon  which  that  Report  was 
framed,  and  to  the  steps  that  have  sub- 
sequently been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  thereupon.  The  inquiry 
before  that  Select  Committee  was  dis- 
tinctly and  avowedly  of  the  nature 
of  an  arbitration,  and  that  it  was  so 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
shown  by  the  Despatch  of  28th  August, 
1890,  paragraph  4,  which  says : — 

"  Your  Excellency  .  .  .  preferrect  that 
fhe  grievanceB  of  the  officers  should  be  iaveBti- 
S^ed  by  ft  Select  Committee  of  the  Hooae  of 
Commons;  and  in  oompliBoce  with  your 
opinion,  Her  Majesty's  Ooveromeot  oonBented 
to  its  nominatioB.  Although,  therefore,  the 
vecommeDdation  of  the  Committee  voutd 
impose  on  the  revenues  of  India  a  heavier 
charge  than  I  had  intended,  I  do  not  think 

Sir  Roper  Lethhridge 


that  it  will  be  ri^t  tn  heritato  in  its  acoept- 

ance." 

And  I,  Sir,  do  not  think  it  would  be 
right  for  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  to  object  to  the  ruling  of 
this  Select  Committee.  That  disposes 
of  the  argument  —  an  argument 
which  I  feel  sure  no  hon.  Member 
will  countenance — that  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Select  Committee  will  be 
shelved  by  the  Administration  of  India, 
and  may  be  disregarded.  I  do  not 
think  that  argument  will  be  used,  but 
I  desire  to  anticipate  it  by  quoting  the 
language  of  the  Secretary  of  State  him- 
self. Now,  the  reference  that  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  India  Office 
and  those  who  represented  the  Un- 
covenanted Civil  Servants  is  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  the 
same  Despatch,  andincloded  an  inquiry 
into — ■ 

"  The  alleged  grievances  of  the  Uncoven- 
anted Civil  Servants  of  India  arising  from  the 
change  in  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver 
money,  and  their  leave  and  pension  rules.*' 

It  will  be  therefore  seen  that  nothing 
relating  to  the  leave  and  pension  rules  of 
the  Indian  Uncovenanted  Service  was 
outside  the  scope  of  this  reference.  The 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  was 
couched  in  the  broadest  and  most 
general — and  I  may  add  liberal — terms. 
It  practically  declared  that  the  alleged 
grievances,  or  some  of  them,  were 
estabhshed,  and  that  reform  and  re- 
dress were  required.  In  one  particular 
case,  that  of  the  "  one-and-ninepeimy 
rupee,"  it  specified  the  exact  amount 
of  the  redress  that  should  be  accorded. 
But  in  addition  to  that  I  find  it  recom- 
mends to  the  consideration  of  the 
Indian  Government  and  the  Sectetary 
of  State  for  India  these  points : — ^First, 
a  general  re>adjustment  of  the  pen- 
sions ;  secondly,  a  "  uniform  scheme  " 
for  pensions  and  furloughs — to  do  away, 
as  I  take  it,  with  the  invidious  differ- 
ences of  treatment  that  have  caused  so 
much  heartburning  between  the  various 
Departments  in  India ;  and,  thirdly,  the 
Committee  asked  the  consideration  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  to  "  the 
obstaeles  in  taking  furlough  arising 
from  the  insufficiency  of  the  present 
furlough  ^y"  and  they  added  ^  that 
some  penod  of  furlough  should  in  all 
cases  count  as  service  for  pension." 
There  was  one  other  recommendation. 
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pensions  were  concerned,  was  loyally 
accepted,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  every 
officer  throughout  the  Service.  They 
said,  "  We  cannot  expect  to  get  every- 
thing  we  had  hoped  for,  and  we  will 
accept  Is.  9d."  But  they  expected 
that  something  of  the  same  kind  would 
be  done  in  the  matter  of  furlough 
allowances.  This  was  one  concession 
out  of  a  large  number.  I  now  come 
to  another  one,  which  I  believe  if  was 
the  intention  of  the  Select  Committee 
and  of  the  Government  to  grant,  hut 
owing  to  some  extraordinary  mistake 
it  has  not  been  granted.  I  refer  to  the 
reduction  of  the  term  of  pensionable 
service — a  service  that  is  compulsory 
on  these  officers  in  that  terrible  climate 
— from  thirty  years  to  twenty-five.  I 
will,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
quote  one  or  two  statements  made  by 
officers  to  the  Select  Committee.  I 
find  from  the  Report  of  that  Committee 
that  many  witnesses  declared  that  the 
attempt  to  put  in  a  service  of  thirty 
years  "  imperilled  the  health  and 
sometimes  the  lives  "  of  many  officers. 
Mr.  Hynes  said — 

"  A  great  msay  of  us  never  live  to  complete 
thirty  years,  and  die  in  the  country," 


•on  a  minute  and  infinitesimal  point — 
namely,  that  "pensionable  service 
should  commence  at  the  age  of 
twenty,"  bat  as  that  has  been  granted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
^  it  is  a  matter  of  very  small 
moment,  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it. 
But  how  have  these  further  recom- 
mendations been  dealt  with  by 
the  Government  of  India  ?  AU 
the  recommendations  were  practi- 
cally put  aside ;  every  detail  that  was 
left  to  the  Government  of  India  was 
pat  aside,  and  the  only  concessions 
,made  were  simply  the  two  points  on 
which  the  Committee  gave  definite  and 
specific  instructions.  I  do  not  wish,  and 
those  for  whom  I  am  speaking  do  not 
wi^,  to  minimise  the  value  of  the  two 
■concessions  that  have  been  made— they 
are  concessions  of  considerable  im- 
portance ;  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  what  they  did  ask  is  that 
all  payments  for  pensions,  sick  leave,  or 
furlough  allowances  should  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  2s.  to  the  rupee.  They  pointed 
-out  that  mtmy  of  the  officers  possess 
Ihis  by  legal  right,  because  they 
happened  to  have  from  the  Secretary  of 
Statis  a  written  agreement,  and  where 
they  have  this  Ittera  scripta  it  is  im- 

fiossible  for  anyone  to  go  behind  it.  The 
atter,  more  or  less  universally,  get  the 
2s.  payment;  the  Government  is  bound 
io  grant  it.  It  was  legally  decided  that 
certain  officers  were  under  the  wording 
of  their  contract  entitled  to  the  2s.  in 
payment  of  their  furlough  allowances, 
and  the  very  same  words  which  made 
this  legal  claim  are  used  on  the  con- 
tracts with  respect  to  pensions  and 
leave  allowances.  The  Select  Com- 
mittee-went very  fully  into  this  point, 
and  took  the  evidence  of  everyone  who 
-coald  speak  with  any  authority  on 
the  matter.  Not  only  did  they  take 
the  evidence  of  the  officers,  but  they 
had  a  statement  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  then  Under  Secre- 
tary for  India  and  was  the  Chairman 
■  of  the  Select  Committee  (Sir  John 
Gorst),  and  they  also  heard  the  evi- 
•^ence  of  Mr.  Waterfield,  the  able 
Secretanr  of  the  India  Office.  They 
nltimately  said,  "  We  advise  a  com- 
promise. We  do  not  advise  that  the 
fuU  sum  of  2s.  should  be  given  in  pen- 
sions, but  that  a  sum  of  Is.  9d.  should 
be  given."    That  compromise,  so  far  as 


Mr.  Camac,  one  of  the  highest  officers 
in  the  Financial  Department  in  India, 

said — 

"  Ab  an  officer  of  the  Finaficial  Department 
I  can  say  safely  that  very  few  non-domiciled 
Enropeans  ever  live  to  take  their  thirty  yeare' 
BuperaoDuation  pension.  They  either  die  or 
they  are  seat  home  on  invalid  pensions ;  in 
fact  they  do  not  get  out  of  India  until  their 
health  is  broken  down." 

I  will  not  quote  the  evidence  of  any 
more  officers,  though  a  number  of  them 
gave  evidence  to  the  same  effect.  But 
what  did  Mr.  Waterfield,  speaking  for 
the  India  Office,  say?  I  will  take 
three  extracts  from  the  Beport — 

"  (Question  2,230)— Has  not  the  Government 
of  India  repeatedly  represented  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  a  serrice  of  thirty  ^wn  in 
the  Indian  climate  is  too  great  a  atram  upon 
a  European  ? 

Mr.  Waterfleld,forthe  India  Office:  Ye«. 

(QueBtion  2,303)  —  Has  it  not  come  re- 
peatedly under  your  observation  that  officera 
have  not  been  able  to  afford  to  take  furlouj^ 
on  aooount  of  leave  not  counting  towards  pen- 
sion ;  it  must  have  done  so,  must  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Waterfleld ;  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  bo. 

(Question  2,307)— Did  they  [the  Furlough 
Committee  of  the  Government  of  India]  not 
suggest  that  of  the  periods  qualifying  for 
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said  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  take- 
that  leave  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  every  European  Hving  in  IncQa^ 
whether  it  be  for  the  sake  of  body  or 
mind.  I  will  quote  one  answer  of  Mr. 
de  Brath,  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
position  in  the  Service.    He  said — 


pension  onft-tenth 'should  be  spent  on  for- 
lough? 
Hr.  Waterfleld :  Yes." 

The  result  was  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  recommended  first 
of  all  the  general  readjustment  of  pen- 
sions, which  would  allow  absence  on 
furlough  to  count  as  service  for  pension, 
a  readjustment  in  which  no  distinction 
^ould  be  made  in  furlough  and  pension 
rules  between  Europeans  and  natives, 
andther^oreof  course  none  between  the 
various  Departments.  I  believe,  and 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Curzon)  will 
correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  that  the 
Government  of  India  intended  to  grant 
this  most  reasonable  and  most  mode- 
rate concession,  and  to  cut  down  this 
inordinate  term  of  sen'ice  from  thirty 
years  to  the  more  reasonable  term  of 
twenty-five  years.  It  seems  to  me 
clear  that  the  Government  of  India 
itself  contemplated  this  reduction,  for 
we  have  their  communication  of  the 
17th  December,  1890,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  had  proposed, 
and  the  Indian  Go\'eniment  had 
accepted,  a  concession  of  consider- 
able value.  That  concession  was 
that  one  year's  leave  with  allowances 
in  fifteen  years'  service,  and  two  years 
in  twenty-five  years'  service,  shall  be 
allowed  to  count  as  service  for  pension, 
provided  that  such  leave  is  taken  out 
of  India.  There  is  not  one  word  in 
these  orders  about  thirty  years'  service, 
and  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  these  unfor- 
tunate men  have  to  ser\-e  for  thirty 
years  in  India,  except  for  the  two 
years  they  may  take  on  furlough  at 
home.  But  there  is  another  subject 
which  is  of  even  greater  importance  to 
the  uncovenanted  officers — I  refer  to  the 
claim  for  improved  furlough  allowances 
all  along  the  line.  They  ask  for  a 
leveUing-up  of  the  rules  as  to  amount 
of  furlough  permissible,  to  the  standard 
of  those  enjoyed  by  the  most  favoured 
branches  of  the  Public  Works  and 
Telegraph  Departments.  A  minimum 
furlough  allowance,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  least  highly  paid  officers ;  and  more 
liberal  furlough  pay,  in  sterling.  I 
will  here  again  quote  one  or  two  state- 
ments given  in  evidence  before  the 
Select  Committee.  Practically  every 
witness  examined  of  those  on  active 
service  bitterly  complained  of  the 
present  state  of  furlough  rules,  and 
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"In  the  first  turlough  I  took,  mj  leave- 
allowances  after  six  years'  service  were- 
actualty  insafficient  to  pay  my  mere  passage 
out  and  home." 

That  means  to  say  that  the  furlough 

allowances  are  insufficient  to  pay  a 
man's  passage  out  and  home,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  necessary  expenses  of 
his  wife  and  family.  But  the  real 
complaint  goes  far  beyond  that.  Mr. 
Camac  on  the  same  subject  says — 

"  The  rules  do  not  give  ns  enou^  leave  to* 

keep  our  health." 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  a  gentleman  who  holds 
a  position  of  some  importance  and  who 
is  well  known  to  some  Members  of 
this  House,  also  gave  evidence,  and  he 
is  reported  to  have  said — 

"  The  result  in  my  own  personal  case  is  that 
I  have  had  eighteen  years'  actual  Indian  sei^ 
vice,  and  have  not  been  able  to  take  a  single 
day  furlough." — "  Because  of  the  low  rale  ot 
furlough  pay  to  which  you  are  entitled  ? 
«  Yes?^ 

Mr.    Davidson,   another  well-known 

officer,  said : — 

"  I  compluo  ttiat  X  have  been  kept  out  in  India- 
a  numbw  of  yean,  beeanse  I  ooold  not  afford 
to  come  home." 

Every  member  of  the  Service  who 
is  now  on  active  service  and  was  ex- 
amined before  the  Select  Committee, 
gave  evidence  of  this  character,  and  at 
last  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee^ 
who  is  now  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Sir  John  Gorst),  when  the  ques- 
tion kept  cropping  up,  and  when  wit- 
nesses persisted  in  giving  evidence 
of  the  intolerable  hardships  of  these 
absurd  furlough  rules,  said — and  I 
should  like  the  House  to  listen  very 
carefully  to  his  words — 

"  I  think  you  need  hardly  ^ve  evidence  ot 
that  kind  to  the  Committee ;  it  is  quite  (4ear 
that  if  the  furiongh  pay  is  s*  bad,  men  will  not 
take  leave." 

I  would  also  ask  attention  to  what 
Mr.  "Waterfield,  theFinancial  Secretary 
to  the  India  Office,  said  on  the  same 
subject.  In  answer  to  Question  2,305- 
he  is  reported  to  have  said  that — 
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"  The  Furlough  Committee  of  the  Uovem- 
IQ^Dt  oflndiaof  1668  had  reported  that 'it  was 
for  the  beoeAt  of  the  Public  Service  that  oflB- 
oers.  especially  Europeans,  gbonld  be  encon- 
njed  to  take  a  moderate  amoaatot  leaTO,*  and 
that  *  the  present  role  is  strongly  prohibiUve 
-of  their  doing  bo.*" 

These  statements  were  surely  enough 
to  make  the  whole  of  the  Service  feel  cer- 
tain that  they  WQuld  obtain  that  con- 
-siderati  on  to  which  they  thought  they 
■were  entitled  ;  and  when  the  Report  of 
•the  Select  Committee  appeared  it  re- 
<commended  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  the 
'Strongest  terms  that  the  obstacles  to 
taking  furlough  arose  from  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  present  furlough  pay , 
and  *  the  Committee  strongly  re- 
•commended  the  matter  to  the 
-consideration  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  think  this  House  ought  to 
give  an  ear  to  the  representations  of 
their  fellow-countrymen,  who,  in  one 
■of  the  most  fearful  climates  in  the 
world,  have  suffered  for  so  many  years 
under  this  system.  I  hope  the  House 
will  give  ear  to  their  representations,  and 
I  do  appeal  most  strongly  to  the  Under 
Secretary  to  utter  at  least  one  word 
■which  will  give  encouragement  to  our 
Civil  servants  on  this  matter.  There  is 
■one  other  point  which  may  seem  a 
small  matter,  but  it  is  <^  considerable 
importance  to  a  large  number  of  those 
who  are  at  the  head  of  the  Service.  It 
is  a  point,  moreover,  in  which  the 
honour  and  good  faith  of  the  British 
Government  is  involved,  because  many 
of  the  officers  were  led  to  expect  that 
their  pension  would  be  £500  a  year,  and 
not  merely  five  thousand  rupees.  The 
difference  is  small ;  it  is  only  some- 
thing Uke  £80  a  year,  or  a  little  more. 
But  I  gather  from  a  large  number  of 
these  officers  with  whom  I  have  spoken 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  greatest  im- 
,  portance  to  many  of  them  who  have 
large  families  to  maintain  and  to  start 
in  hfe  ;  and  that  whether  they  shall 
eome  home  on  a  little  more  than  £400 
a  year  or  £500  means,  I  will  not  say 
whether  they  shall  live  in  poverty  or 
comfort;  but  it  does  mean  whether  they 
shall  be  able  to  place  their  children 
properly  or  the  reverse.  I  will  again 
ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to 
quote  from  the  Beport  of  the  Select 
Committee : — 
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Mr.  Rowe's  evidence.  Questions  635-653  : — 
"  £500 1  was  told  I  should  receive,  and  £500 
I  expected  to  get." 
Mr.  Hyne'a  evidence,  Question  242 : — 

"  I  was  certainly  under  the  impreaaion  that 
when  I  earned  the  maximum  pension,  I  should 
get  £500,  and  not  £350  or  £354,  of  whatever 
the  rate  [of  exchange  for  Ra.  5,000]  maybe." 

The  £350  to  which  Mr.  Hynes  referred 
was  the  ordinary  market  rate  of  ex- 
change, but  the  concession  that  haa 
already  been  made  has  transformed 
that  £350  into  something  a  httle  over 
£400.  What  I  now  adc  is  that  full 
justice  should  be  done,  and  I  ask  that, 
'  because  these  men  were  evidently  led 
to  believe  that  their  pension  would  be 
£500,  and  would  not  be  dependent  on 
the  value  of  the  rupee.  It  is  not 
denied  that  the  full  sum  was  contem- 
plated by  the  India  Office,  and  it  is 
clear  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Water- 
field,  the  one  gentleman  in  England 
who  is  absolutely  acquainted  with  all 
the  details  of  this  subject,  that  it  was 
contemplated.  Here  is  what  he  said — 

"  (Question  2.215) :  In  fact,  we  may  take  it 
that,  up  to  1871,  neither  party  [neiUier  Go- 
vernment nor  officers]  contemplated  the  tail 
in  exchange  which  has  taken  plsee  ? 

Mr.  Waterfleld  ('or  the  India  Olfiee) :  Cer- 
tainly. 

(Question  2,216) :  And  that,  if  the  £500 
were  paid,  it  would  be  no  more  than  the  people 
at  that  time  contemplated  ? 

Mr.  AVaterfield  :  That,  I  have  no  doubt,  is 
correct.   It  is  what  was  contemplated." 

That  admission  was  honourably  and 
cheerfully  made,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  Government  of  India  will  not 
further  resist  such  a  just  claim  ;  and 
with  that  I  will  leave  the  question  of 
the  grievances  of  the  uncovenanted 
Civil  Servants  of  India.  I  should  like 
now  to  advert  to  another  matter  arising 
mainly  out  of  my  recent  travels  in 
India,  where  I  have  visited  every  part 
of  the  coontryf  and  have  endeavomred 
to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the 
condition  of  affairs.  There  was,  as  the 
House  is  aware,  a  threatened  scarcity 
which  has  not  yet  been  altogether 
averted;  but  the  last  reports  are  that  the 
monsoon  has  broken  on  the  West  Coa:  c 
and  over  the  whole  of  the  South  o: 
India,  and  to  some  extent  over  Ben- 
gal, and  that  the  grave  danger  of 
a  terrible  famine  is  by  God's  mercy 
over  for  the  present  year.  I  have 
visited  every  part  of  the  famine  dis- 
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triots,  and  I  say  that  the  very  greatest 
credit  is  due  to  the  administrative 
officers  there  for  the  precautions  they 
have  taken.  I  have  seen,  in  districts 
which  this  House  knows  are  the  worst 
districts  for  health  in  all  India — I  have 
peen  the  Government  officers  under  the 
bmning  sun  carefully  investigating  the 
circumstances  of  all  cases,  and  provid- 
ing for  any  possible  development  of  the 
famine.  I  have  seen  them  at  this  work 
day  by  day,  wanting  only  a  word  of 
a^^roval  m>m  those  at  home,  and  I 
think  this  House  will  not  be  slow  to 
speak  that  word.  I  think  every  credit 
should  be  given  to  the  heads  of  the 
Government  for  the  loyal  support  they 
have  given  to  their  administrative 
officers  both  in  Bombay  and  Madras — 
both  by  Lord  Harris  and  by  Lord 
Wenlock — for  the  energy  and  foresight 
they  have  displayed,  and  for  the  loyal 
assistance  they  have  given  to  the  dis- 
trict officers.  Their  wisdom  and  care 
has  been  rewarded ;  but  I  fear  that  in 
Behar,  the  upper  part  of  the  great 
Province  of  Bengal,  once  so  ably  ad- 
ministered by  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  B. 
Temple),  the  danger  of  famine  is  not 
^et  over.  The  rains  have  not  yet  set 
in,  as  we  hoped,  and  I  must  say  that  I 
do  not  think  that  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment there  is  to  be  applauded 
to  the  same  extent  as  in  Bombay  and 
Madras.  The  Government  of  Bengal — 
actuated,  I  am  sure,  by  the  best 
motives,  and  desiring  mainly  to  increase 
the  revenue  from  taxation  of  land,  and 
thereby,  of  course,  to  lighten  the 
burdens  of  the  people — have  de- 
termined, notwithstanding  the  scarcity 
that  has  prevailed  find  the  dan- 
ger that  still  exists  of  famine,  to 
press  on  the  Cadastral  Survey  of 
Bengal,  from  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  a  larger  revenue  from  the  land. 
I  have  talked  on  this  subject  with  almost 
every  person  in  Calcutta  who  is  well 
qualified  to  form  an  opinion,  and  every- 
one expresses  dissent  from  the  action 
of  the  Government  of  Bengal.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  measure  in  its 
execution  will  produce  terrible  extor- 
tion and  terrible  oppression,  because  it 
must  be  largely  carried  on  by  men 
who  are  foreign  to  the  country — more 
foreign  than  we  are  ourselves.  It  will, 
I  fear,  produce  endless  litigation,  and 
will  bring  about  bitter  friction  between 
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landlord  and  tenant.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  suggest  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal  Uiat,  at  any 
rate  for  the  present,  considering  the: 
scarcity  and  distress,  they  should 
postpone  this  measure.  I  can  assure 
the  Government  from  what  I  hear  that 
this  measure  will  be  resisted  with 
the  utmost  determination  not  only  by 
the  Zemindars,  not  only  by  the  land- 
lords and  the  planters,  not  only  by  the 
merchants  and  bankers  of  Calcutta, 
but  also  by  the  ryots  and  the  occupying 
tenants  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
province.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  ofier  some  su^es- 
tion  to  the  Government  of  Beng^  in 
this  respect.  There  is  one  other  point 
on  which  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  spent  a  considerable  portion 
of  last  winter  in  the  feudatory  estates 
of  Hyderabad  and  Mysore,  and  I  had 
also  the  pleasure  of  meeting  that  dis- 
tinguished Prince  who  has  now  come 
to  England,  His  Highness  the  Maharajah 
Gaekwar  of  Baroda.  I  hope  the  visit  of 
that  illustrious  Prince  to  this  country 
wiU  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
Government  to  make  some  definite 
advance  in  the  liberality  of  the  policy 
with  which  they  will  deal  with  the 
feudatory  States.  I  wish  to  bear  my 
testimony,  especially  to  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Mysore.  I  travelled  through 
that  province  into  its  remotest  districts, 
and  I  can  assure  the  House  that  the 
administration  of  that  province  and 
the  care  with  which  the  interests  of  the 
people  are  looked  after  will  compare  not 
unfavourably  with  the  administration  in 
the  best  portions  of  our  own  territory. 
The  same  thing  holds  good  in  Baroda 
and  i^yderabad.  The  concession  made 
in  regard  to  the  rendition  of  th& 
Kingdom  of  Mysore  to  His  Highness 
the  Maharajah  some  years  ago 
has  turned  out  a  most  marvellous- 
success  ;  it  has  shown  us  how  native 
statesmen  and  politicians,  possessing 
fully  the  sympathy  of  those  whom  they 
rule,  and  possessing  also  the  enlighten- 
ment and  knowledge  which  Western 
education  has  given  them,  are  as  well 
qualified  as  any  people  in  the  world  to 
administer  Native  States  in  India.  I 
would  say  that  that  precedent — whidi 
also  was  followed  when  the  fort  of 
Gwalior  was  restored  to  the  Maharajah 
Sciudia  of  Gwalior,  which  created 
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a  favoorable  impression  throughout 
India — ^might  enable  us  to  carry  out 
some  similar  recognition  with  regard 
to  the  rendition  of  the  Berars  to  His 
Highness  the  Nizam  of  the  Deccan,  to 
which  we  have  long  been  pledged.  I 
have  travelled  through  the  famine 
districts  of  Hyderabad,  and  I  must  say 
that  the  famine  administration  was  as 
merciful,  as  careful,  and  as  sufficient 
aa  either  in  Mysore  or  British  territory. 
That  is  a  fact  upon  which  those 
interested  in  India  may  fairly  con- 
gratulate the  administrators  of  India. 
They  may  fairly  congratulate  our  fellow- 
countrymen  in  India  also,  who  have 
raised  up  such  a  class  of  statesmen 
amongst  the  natives  of  India  as  those  to 
whom  I  have  been  referring.  I  hope 
the  present  opportunity  of  the  visit  of 
the  Maharajah  Gaekwar  may  be 
taken  to  make  some  advance,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  in  doing  that  the 
Oo%'emment  will  not  only  be  bene- 
fiting the  people  of  the  States  con- 
cerned, out  conferring  a  lasting 
benefit  on  the  Empire.  I  thank 
the  House  for  its  patient  hearing, 
and  express  a  respectful  hope  that  my 
remarks,  especially  on  the  grievances 
of  the  uncovenanted  civilians,  may  come 
home  to  the  mind  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
who  so  ably  fills  the  position  of  Uwder 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  that 
they  may  elicit  from  him  some 
favourable  statement  with  regard  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Government 
which  will  introduce  into  official  life  in 
India  a  joy  and  content  to  whit^  it  has 
long  been  a  stranger. 

-(6.5.)  The  UNDER  SECRETAEY 
OF  STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Curzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  I  confess, 
Sir,  I  think  it  is  somewhat  unfortunate 
that  the  practice  of  raising  a  general 
discussion  on  the  Motion  that  you  do 
leave  the  Chair,  to  which  we  reverted 
last  year,  should  be  made  the  occasion 
for  the  delivery  of  speeches  on  a  great 
variety  of  subjects  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  more  properly  raised  aner  the 
Budget  has  been  introduced. 

Sm  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE  :  We 
are  not  allowed  to  do  it  afterwards. 

*Mb.  CURZON :  Debates  on  one  par- 
ticular subject  may  more  appropriately 
be  raised,  aslastyear.  I  shall,  therefore, 
now  confine  myself  to  the  case  of  the 
Uncovenanted  Service,  which  my  hon. 


Friend  dealt  with  in  the  opening 
parts  of  his  speech.  I  must  acknow- 
ledge the  clearness  and  the  sympathetio 
tone  of  that  speech,  and  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  my  hon.  Friend  for  the 
courtesy  which  induced  him  to  place- 
before  me  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
grievances  of  his  clients  on  this  occa- 
sion and  of  the  arguments  on  whicb 
they  rely.  I  have  endeavoured  to. 
master  the  details  of  what  is,  no  doubi. 
a  very  complicated  subject ;  and,  if  I  am 
compelled  in  many  particulars  to  take 
up  an  attitude  which  is  hostile  to  the 
claims  of  the  officers  whom  my  hon. 
Friend  so  ably  represents,  I  am  sure  ho 
vrill  believe  me  when  I  say  that  it  ariseff 
from  no  want  of  sympathy  on  my  part 
or  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
with  that  most  distinguished  body  of 
public  servants.  Still  less  do  I  desire 
to  shirk  any  one  of  the  points  whicb 
he  has  put  before  the  House.  I  propose 
to  ai^ethe  case  point  by  point,  and  I 
think  I  shall  succeed  in  showing  th& 
House  that  some  of  what  my  hon 
Friend  conceives  to  be  the  strongest 
points  in  his  case  are  in  reality  based 
on  a  misinterpretation  or  misreading  of 
the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  op- 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  which 
it  will  be  easy  to  expose.  Broadly 
speaking,  my  hon.  Friend  attacks^ 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  tho- 
Govemment  of  India  for  having  failed 
to  carry  out  the  instructions,  or  lov 
having  ignored  the  recommendations,^ 
of  the  Select  Conunittee  which  sat  two 
years  ago.  To-night  he  has  dereloped 
that  chiurge  with  some  moderation ;  but 
I  am  in  the  fortunate  position  of 
having  read  his  speeches  elsewhere, 
and  in  a  less  temperate  atmosphere 
than  the  House  of  Commons,  whe»e  he 
has  used  language  of  a  more  violent 
character,  and  has  spoken  of  the 
delinquent  officials  expiating  their 
offences  in  the  Clock  Tower  of 
this  House.  With  re^fd  to  this 
House,  however,  it  is  unnecessary  for 
the  House  to  go  farther  than  the 
Report  of  the  Sdeet  Committee,  and  I 
am  only  concerned  to  defend  the- 
acfcion  of  the  Government  since  that 
Committee  was  appointed,  and  to 
show  how  far  it  is  reasonable  or  un- 
reasonable, not  that  old  grievances 
should  previously  have  existed  or  that 
some  of  them  should  still  continue  to- 
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■exist — for,  after  all,  this  House  is  not 
■a  Court  of  Appeal  to  revise  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee — 
but  bow  far  it  is  just  and  fair  that  new 
grievances  should  be  described  as 
arising  from  the  action  taken  by  the 
Government  on  the  Beport  of  that 
Committee.  The  points  of  the  case 
I  will  take  one  by  one,  as  stated  by 
my  hon.  Friend.  The  first  is  the 
fixing  of  a  minimum  rate  of  exchange 
for  payment  of  pensions.  The  Com- 
:mittee  opened  their  Beport  with  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion— 

"  That  the  unforeseen  change  in  the  relaUve 
value  of  gold  and  silver  money  affords 
«quitable  grounds  fortfaere-adjastmentof  the 
pensions  of  Uncovenanted  Civil  Servants." 

They  made  that  expression  of  opinion 
the  justification  for  their  two  first  reso- 
lutions— namely,  that  a  minimum  rate 
of  exchange  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions should  be  fixed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  that  minimum  rate  should 
be  one  shilling  and  ninepence  per  rupee. 
This  was  the  precise  and  definite  re- 
commendation of  the  Committee,  and 
■as  such  it  was  accepted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  though  a  minimum  of  one 
.and  eightpence  had  formerly  been  sug- 
^gested  by  him.  But  it  still  appears 
that  there  are  a  number  of  uncove- 
nanted officers  who  are  disappointed  at 
not  getting  the  full  two  shillings,  and 
my  hon.  Friend  has  argued  that  there 
.are  some  cases  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment either  ought  to  have  given  or 
•should  now  give  the  two  shillings. 
'That  means  that  this  recommendation, 
which  was  discussed  at  the  greatest 
possible  length  in  the  Committee,  and 

decided  deliberately  

Sm  BOPEB  LETHBBIDGE:  I 
-should  like  to  explain.  I  do  not  mean 
in  the  sli^test  degree  to  go  behind  the 
-  compromise  of  Is.  9d.  for  pensions  paid 
in  England.  That  was  accepted  loyally 
by  every  member  of  the  Service.  The 
remarks  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  refers 
simply  pointed  out  what  had  been  the 
claims  of  the  Ser\'ice  before  that  com- 
promise was  arrived  at.  It  was  with 
regard  to  furlough  I  was  speaking. 

-Mb.  CUBZON  :  If  the  claim  made 
by  my  hon.  Friend  is  antecedent  to  the 
.  Beport  of  the  Committee  and  no  longer 
exists,  I  can  leave  the  point.  Un- 
doubtedly, from  certain  remarks  of  his 
.alluding  to  certain  officers  who  were 
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in  exceptional  circumstances,  I  drew 
the  inference  that  he  claims  on  behalf 
of  the  others  that  similar  favourable 
terms  as  regards  pensions,  as  well  asi 
furlough,  should  be  extended  to  the 
generfu  body  of  servants.  I  should 
uke  to  give  the  House  some  idea  of  the 
extent  to  which  this  fixed  rat-e  of  ex- 
change has  benefited  the  Uncovenanted 
Service  in  India,  and  the  extent  of  the 
charges  which  have,  in  consequence, 
been  laid  upon  the  Government.  At 
the  date  of  the  Beport  of  the  Select 
Committee  the  rate  for  bills  was  Is.  7Jd.; 
at  the  present  time  it  is  Is.  3|d.,  which 
is  itself  some  indication  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  Service  has  benefited  by 
the  fixing  of  the  minimum  rate  of 
Is.  9d.  for  pensions.  But  I  have  other 
figures  more  interesting  still.  In 
m89-90,  which  was  the  year  before  the 
adoption  of  this  part  of  the  Committee's 
Beport,  the  amount  of  pensions  paid  to 
uncovenanted  officers  in  England  was 
about  £90,000 ;  in  consequence  of  this 
concession  that  sum  rose  in  the  succeed- 
ing year  by  no  less  than  £30,000,  and 
in  the  following  yeai-  by  £22,000,  in  all 
a  rise  of  £52,000  sterling  in  two  years. 

Sib  BOPEB  LETHBBIDGE :  That 
was  not  altogether  due  to  the  change. 
*Mb.  CUBZON  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me,  I  will  explain.  The 
actual  increase  on  pensions  paid  in 
England  was  £52,000  sterling  in  two 
years,  while  the  charge  entailed  upon 
the  Government  of  India  is  no  less 
than  Bx.75,000,  or  an  increase  of  nearly 
fifty-eight  per  cent,  in  two  years.  The 
hon.  Member  says.  Is  this  due  wholly  or 
mainly  to  the  payment  of  pensions  at  a 
fixed  rate  ?  It  is  undoubtedly  mainly 
due  to  the  direct  payment  of  pensions 
at  one  shillmg  and  ninepence  the  rupee, 
and  the  only  other  cause  to  which  1 
conceive  it  can  be  secondarily  due  is 
the  fact  that  many  of  those  officei-s 
who  previously  remained  in  India  have 
been  induced  by  this  concession  to 
come  over  to  England  and  receive  their 
pensions  here  at  the  fixed  rate  of  ex- 
change. Apart  from  these  two  causes  I 
know  of  no  other  cause  which  can  account 
for  this  great  increase,  and  I  think  it 
may  be  put  forward  as  the  measure  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  of  the 
concession  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  now  come,  Sir,  to  a  sub- 
sidiary point  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend 
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in  the  same  context,  and  that  is  his 

claim  for  the  Uncovenanted  Service 
that  the  B.5,000,  which  is  the 
maximum  Umit  of  pensions,  should 
be  paid  in  sterling — £50Cf — instead  of 
at  a  lowev  rate  of  exchange.  When 
a  number  of  officers  joined  the  Service 
who  have  since  risen  to  the  position 
qualifying  for  full  pension,  it  is  per- 
fectly true  that  nobody  anticipated  this 
disastrous  fall  in  the  rate  of  exchange  ; 
but  that  faJl  has  occurred  quite  apart 
from  any  responsibility  for  it  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  As  regards 
the  merits  of  the  case,  I  must  remind 
the  House  that  no  pensions,  fixed  in 
rupees,  were  payable  in  England  till 
18iia,  and  only  then  on  the  express 
understanding  that  they  should  be  paid 
at  the  fluctuating  rate  of  exchange,  and 
yet  it  was  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
these  conditions  that  the  officers  have 
continued  in  the  Service.  My  hon. 
Friend  quoted  a  sentence  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Waterfield,  to  the  effect 
that  a  few  years  a£o  the  Government 
of  India  recommended  the  fixing  of  the 
niaxiAium  at  £500,  and  argues  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  bound  by  that 
recommendation.  At  the  same  time, 
the  suggestion  also  came  from  the 
Governmentof  India  that  the  minimum 
rate  should  be  one  shiUing  and  eight- 
pence  instead  of  one  shilling  and  nine- 
pence,  but  my  hon.  Friend  does  not  say 
that  the  Government  should  be  bound 
iiy  that  recommendation.  The  recom- 
mendation was  made,  but  was  not 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council.  I  do  not,  however,  think 
that  I  need  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
case  further,  since  the  point  was 
fully  examined  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  there  is  no  recommendation 
made  by  them  upon  it,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  obvious  that  they  considered  the 
maximum  of  one  shilling  andninepence 
just  andfair.  I  next  come  to  that  which 
is  one  of  the  piincipal  grievances  of  my 
hon.  Friend-'namely,  the  claim  of  the 
Uncovenanted  Service  that  the  term  of 
service  quaUfying  for  pension  should  be 
reduced  from  thirty  to  twenty-five 
years.  I  must  inform  the  House  that 
this  terra  only  apphes  to  able-bodied 
men  ;  those  who  have  sick  certificates 
can  retire  after  twenty-five  years  on 
exactly  the  same  pensions  as  those 
without  medical  certificates  after  thurty 
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years,  so  that  all  the  moving  quotations 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  as  to  the 
injury  to  health  from  thirty  years'  ser- 
vice fall  to  the  ground.  Here  again  he 
quoted  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Waterfield, 
who,  in  answer  to  a  question,  said  that 
representations  upon  this  subject  had 
been  made  to  the  Government.  But  I 
would  point  out  that  the  admission  of  this 
fact  is  by  no  means  an  admission  of  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  Upon  the  grievance 
as  to  the  term  of  service  quaUfying  for 
pension,  the  Committee  had  the  fullest 
possible  statement  before  them,  and 
what  did  they  decide  ?  They  decided 
in  Resolutions  5  and  6  that  some  period 
of  furlough  should  in  all  cases  count 
as  service  for  pension  ;  and  that  pen- 
sionable service  should  commence  at 
twenty.  The  second  point,  that  pen- 
sionable service  should  commence  at 
twenty,  was  at  once  frankly  conceded  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  though  Lord 
Bufferin  had  reported  in  favour  of 
twenty-one.  In  regard  to  the  point  that 
some  furlough  should  always  count  as 
service  for  pension,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  Committee  left  complete  freedom  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  ;  they  did  not 
specify  the  period  of  furlough.anddidnot 
say  anything  as  to  the  reduction  of  service 
from  thirty  to  twenty-five  years.  The 
Uncovenanted  Service  was  ably  repre- 
sented on  the  Committee  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Hull  (Mr.  King), 
and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that,  ha4 
he  felt  strongly  on  this  subject,  he  would 
have  allowed  the  opportunity  for  an 
expression  of  feeling  to  pass  in  com- 
plete silence.  Are  we  to  believe  that 
the  Committee,  being  anxious  to  reduce 
the  term  of  service  to  twenty-five  years 
all  round,  would  have  adopted  a  form 
of  words  so  little  calculated  to  attain 
their  object  ?  Such  an  hypothesis  may 
be  favourable  to  the  claim  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  but  it  is  uncomplimentary  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Central  Hull.  Well,  Sir,  what  did 
the  Secretary  of  State  do  ?  Acting 
upon  the  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
Committee  that  some  period  of  furlough 
should  count  as  service  for  pension, 
he  accepted,  a  previous  suggestion  of 
Lord  Dufferin  that  one  year  in  fifteen 
and  two  years  in  twenty-five  should 
count  as  service  for  pension,  thereby 
reducing  the  quaUfying  period  for 
able-bodied  men  from  thirty  to  twenty- 
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eight  years.  My  hon.  Friend  may  say 
that  IS  illiberal  if  he  chooses,  but  not 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  ignored.  If  there  be  any 
fatUt,  it  is  with  the  Committee  for 
leaving  the  discretion  to  the  Secretary 
of  Rtate,  and  not  with,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  using  it.  Here,  howeyer,  my 
hon.  Friend  came  in  with  a  new  point, 
and  said  that  these  advantages  as 
regards  the  term  of  qualifying  service 
are  already  enjoyed  by  certain  uncove- 
nanted  officials,  alluding  to  the  officers 
in  the  Public  Works  Department. 
Here  also,  as  he  did  in  many  other 
parts  of  his  speech,  he  detaches  from  its 
context  a  Besolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee— namely,  Besolution  4 — 

*'  That  no  distinction  in  the  furlough  and 
pension  rules  should  be  made  between 
Europeans  and  natives  " ;  •  > 

and  he  argues  that,  if  there  is  to  be  no 
distinction  between  Europeans  and 
natives,  a  fortiori,  there  should  be  none 
between  Europeans  and  Europeans, , 
and,  therefore,  that  all  Europeans 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  most  highly- 
favoured  terras.  If  all  Europeans  ought 
to  be  put  on  the  most  highly-favoured 
scale — and  if,  at  the  same  time,  we 
have  the  instruction  of  the  Committee 
that  there  is  to  be  no  distinction  between 
Europeans  and  natives  —  obviously 
natives  must  be  put  on  the  most  highly- 
favoured  terms  also.  I  am  surprised 
that  my  hon.  Friend  does  not  see  the  ab- 
surd dilemma  in  which  he  is  placed.  All 
natives  cannot  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  Europeans,  because  of  the 
enormous  expense  it  would  involve ; 
neither  can  all  Europeans  be  put  on  the 
3ame  footing  as  natives,  because  that 
would  amount  to  a  great  injustice.  As 
regards  the  difference  of  terms  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  Public  Service 
— between  officers  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  and  others — the  Grovem- 
ment  of  India  have  never  admitted,  and 
never  can  admit,  the  obligation 
to  give  all  officers  the  same  con- 
ditions of  service,  irrespective  of  duties. 
The  principle  on  which  they  act  is 
to  consider  the  qualifications  requisite 
for  each  Department,  and  then  to  offer 
conditions  which  will  attract  qualified 
persons  to  the  different  Departments  ; 
and,  whatever  my  hon.  Friend  may 
think  about  the  terms  themselves,  he 
cannot  deny  that  up  to  the  present 
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they  have  attracted  a  sufficient 
number  of  qualified  officers.  I 
should  like,  however,  having  im- 
pugned the  interpretation  given  by 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  Besolution  of 
the  Committee,  that  no  distinction  in 
furlough  or  pension  rules  should  be' 
made  between  Europeans  and  natives* 
which  Besolution  is  quoted  by  him  over 
and  over  again  in  support  of  almost 
every  part  of  his  case — I  should  like  to- 
explain  to  the  House  what  the  real 
meaning  of  that  Resolution  was.  No 
doubt,  Sir,  if  these  words  are  taken, 
alone,  without  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Committee,  they 
appear  extraordinary,  because  they  are 
more  or  less  subversive  of  the  most  ele- 
mentary principles  of  government  in 
India,  l^ey  might  be  held  to  mean- 
either  that  all  natives  ought  to  have 
the  same  furlough  and  pensions  as. 
Europeans,  which  is  impossible  on  the 
score  of  expense,  or  that  all  Europeans 
should  have  the  same  furlough  and 
pensions  as  natives,  which  would  be 
impossible  on  the  score  of  justice. 
The  Select  Committee  meant  nothing' 
of  the  kind.  They  never  meant  to 
question  or  subvert  the  whole  system 
of  our  organisation  in  India,  a  system 
under  which  there  are  and  must  remain 
two  branches  in  every  Department — 
the  higher  branch  manned  chiefly  by 
Europeans  recruited  in  England,  and 
the  lower  branch  manned  chiefly  by- 
natives  appointed  in  India,  wi  th 
different  conditions  of  service  for 
each.  No  such  suggestion  was  ever 
even  made.  What  the  Committee 
meant  in  putting  that  statemenb 
among  their  Resolutions  was  that  in 
the  higher  branches  one  scale  should 
be  applicable  to  Europeans  and 
natives,  and  that  in  the  lower 
branches  also  one  scale  should  apply- 
to  both;  in  other  words,  that  in  the 
higher  branches  natives  should  not,, 
because  of  their  nationality,  be  denied 
the  advantages  given  to  Europeans^ 
and  that  in  the  lower  branches 
Europeans  should  not,  because  of  their 
nationality,  be  given  the  advantages 
denied  to  natives.  How  did  the  question 
arise  ?  In  past  years  a  number  of  Euro- 
pean gentlemen  have  been  appointed  in 
India  by  the  Local  Government  to 
posts  ordinarily  filled  by  natives.  \% 
time  went  on,  this  method  of  appoint- 
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ment  was  adopted  to  so  large  an  extent 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  thought  it 
was  an  abuse  of  patrona^,  and  that  it 
was  desirable  to  check  the  indis- 
criminate appointment  of  Europeans 
to  posts  which  were  intended  to  be 
filled  by  natives.  Therefore  the  rule 
was  introduced  that  only  officers 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or  by  the  Government  of  India  with 
his  sanction,  should  have  the  favour- 
able rules  given  to  Europeans  re- 
cruited in  England,  and  that 
Europeans  appointed  in  India,  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
should  have  the  less  favourable  rules 
given  to  natives  appointed  in  India. 
Well,  these  are  the  gentlemen  who  now 
complain.  They  appeared  before  the 
Committee  and  stated  their  case.  They 
asked  to  be  exempted  from  the  con- 
ditions of  service  under  which  they 
took  their  appointments.  That  request 
was  considered  and  deliberately  refused 
by  the  Select  Committee ;  and  refused 
on  the  ground  stated  in  the  Reso- 
lution, that  no  distinction  should 
be  made  between  Europeans  and 
natives  in  India,  which,  after  all,  is 
merely  a  re-assertion  of  a  cardinal 
principle  of  our  administration  in  that 
country.  This  is  the  history  and  this 
is  the  particular  and  distinct  appli- 
cation of  this  paragraph  in  the  Beport 
of  the  Committee,  which  in  the  hands 
of  my  hon.  Friend  and  his  clients  is 
made  to  do  such  extraordinary  service. 
There  remain  two  points  in  the  case  of 
the  hon.  Member  to  which  I  shall 
refer.  I  have  now  dealt  with  the 
Besolutions  of  the  Committee,  and  with 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
My  hon.  Friend  ijays  that  there  were 
only  two  isolated  concessions.  Having 
laid  the  above  facts  before  the  House,  I 
must  leave  the  House  to  draw  its  own  con- 
clusions, both  as  to  the  real  number  and 
the  qmdity  of  these  concessions.  I  now 
pass  on  to  the  last  two  recommendations 
with  which  the  Committee  concluded 
their  Beport.  In  the  first  they  called 
attention  to  the  ambiguity  in  which 
the  terms  of  service  have  from  time  to 
time  been  stated,  and  they  recommended 
that  in  future  there  should  be  as 
nearly  as  possible  a  uniform  scheme 
with  reference  to  pensions  and  furlough. 
Acting  upon  this  recommendation,  the 


Secretary  of  State,  in  the  despatoh 

quoted,  wrote  to  the  Government  of 
India,  and  suggested  that  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice furlough  andpension  rules  should  be 
made  more  simple;  and  he  proposed  the 
preparation  by  the  Government  of  India 
of  a  small  pamphlet  containing  the 
more  important  regulations,  but  at 
the  same  time  pointed  out  that 
one  scheme  for  all  branches  of  the 
Civil  Service  was  impossible.  The 
Government  of  India,  in  their  despatch 
in  reply,  defended  and  explained  the 
bulk  and  apparent  complexity  of  the 
rules,  as  being  necessary  to  intelli- 
gent administration.  But  they  con- 
sented to  the  preparation  of  the 
pamphlet.  My  hon.  Friend  cheered  the 
words  "  uniform  scheme,"  when  I  used 
them.  Now  he  uses  these  words  in 
his  speech  and  in  bis  public  statement 
of  the  grievances  of  his  friends,  and 
contends  that  when  the  Committee 
used  them  they  meant  that  every  Euro- 
pean officer  should  be  treated  equally , 
in  other  words,  that  there  shot^a  be  a 
general  levelling-up  to  the  most  highly 
favoured  grade.  The  Committee 
meant  nothing  whatever  of  the  kind. 
Does  my  hon.  Friend  contend  for  one 
moment  that  you  could  have  a  uniform 
scheme,  say,  for  a  pilot  on  the  Hooghly 
and  some  eminent  Civil  servant  such 
as  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal  ? 
Yet  this  is  the  position  in  which  he  is 
landed  by  the  use  of  the  words  *'  uni- 
form scheme,"  detached  from  their 
context.  A  mere  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  will  show 
that  they  never  contemplated  such  an 
assimilation  of  the  conditions  of  the 
Civil  Service  in  each  separate  Depart- 
ment. The  object  of  the  uniform 
scheme  was  to  prevent  the  ambiguity 
which  had  been  so  much  complained  of 
in  the  past,  and  to  which  so  many  of 
the  grievances  were  due.  The  object  of 
the  Committee  was  not  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  service,  but  to  expound 
them  for  the  use  of  those  officers  who 
might  be  appointed  in  the  future,  so 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake.  If  they 
meant  anything  else,  they  would  have 
said  so.  In  fact,  I  have  done  them  the 
compliment  of  assuming  throughout 
that  they  said  what  they  meant ;  but 
my  hon.  Friend  has  assumed  that,  while 
saying  one  thing,  they  almost  invariably 
meant  something  else.   There  remains 
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the  second  and  concluding  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee,  about  the 
insufficiency  of  the  furlough  pay.  This 
is  the  recommendation — 

"  Tour  Committee  have  had  their  attention 
called  to  the  obBtacles  in  taking  furlough, 
arising  from  the  inaufficieucy  ot  the  present 
furlough  pay,  and  they  recommend  this  matter 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
in  Coancil." 

These  words  contain  no  injunction 
whatever.  This  is  not  a  mandatory 
clause ;  it  is  rather  a  commendatory 
clause.  The  matter  is  left  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
What  did  the  Secretary  of  State  do  in 
deference  to  this  recommendation  ?  The 
coiTespondence  has  been  published,  and 
hon.  Members  can  read  it  for  them- 
selves. Practically  there  were  two 
proposals.  The  Government  of  India 
proposed  that  a  minimum  i-ate  of  fur- 
lough pay  of  £250  a  year,  or  the  last 
pay  of  the  officer  converted  at  the 
official  rate  of  exchange,  should  be 
given  to  officers  recruited  in  England. 
The  Secretary  of  State  considered  that 
this  would  be  beneficial  chiefly  to 
the  more  highly-paid  officials,  and 
at  the  same  time  that  it  would 
give  advantages  to  certain  classes  of 
artisans  coming  from  England,  advan- 
tages which  would  be  denied  to 
officers  of  the  higher  Departments  if  re- 
cruited in  India;  and  accordingly  he  de- 
clined that  proposal,  and  made  the  pro- 
posal that  £200  minimum  furlough  pay, 
or  three-quarters  of  the  pay,  should  be 
given  to  all  officers,  whether  appointed 
in  EngUnd  or  in  India.  Nothing  would 
have  pleased  him  more  than  to  have 
been  able  to  give  this  concession  to  all; 
but  on  account  of  the  expense  he  was 
unable  to  do  so,  and  accordingly 
be  chose  the  less  highly  -  paid 
class,  and  made  the  concession  to 
them.  There  is  another  point  in 
the  case  of  my  hon.  Friend — namely, 
about  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
mftlrg  ex  post  facto  alterations  in  the 
roles,  which  he  has  not  raised  to- 
night; 80  that  I  need  not  trouble 
the  House  by  referring  to  it,  further 
than  to  say  that  the  pledges  which 
were  given  by  my  predecessor  are 
cordiaUy  endorsed  and  accepted  by  the 
Government ;  and  that.while  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  like  all  Governments, 
must  claim  the  right  of  altering  the 
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rules,  yet  they  have  no  desire  or  inten- 
tion to  alter  them  to  the  detriment  of 
any  officer  serving  under  them ;  and 
they  have  already  signified  their 
willingness  to  consider  the  question  of 
compensation  in  any  case  where 
such  alteration  may  have  operated 
to  the  detriment  of  any  officer. 
I  have  now  shown  the  House  how 
the  Besolutions  of  the  Committee 
have  been  carried  out ;  I  have  next 
dealt  witn  its  recommendations,  and 
have  shown  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  acted  upon  these  recom- 
mendations, using  the  discretion  which 
was  designedly  left  to  him  by  the 
Select  Committee ;  and,  if  the  exercise 
of  that  discretion  has  been  inadequate, 
then  the  blame  is  due  not  to  him,  but 
to  the  Committee  for  not  having  given 
him  more  distinct  guidance.  I  have 
also  shown  that  the  sum  total  of  the 
concessions  made  by  him  is  by  no 
means  slender  or  illiberal,  and  that  in 
several '  particulars'  the  imcovenanted 
officers,  in  resuming  the  agitation,  are 
adopting  arguments  which  will  not 
stand  examination,  and  are  reading 
into  the  Report  what  was  not  placed 
,  there,  and  what  never  was  intended  to 
be  placed  there.  My  hon.  Friend  said 
to-night  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  were  in  the  nature  of  an 
arbitration,  and  that  both  parties  have 
pledged  themselves  to  accept  and  carry 
out  its  suggestions.  I  have  shown 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  loyally 
fulfilled  his  part  of  the  undertaking; 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  those 
officers  for  whom  the  hon.  Member 
speaks  so  sympathetically  will  equally 
fulfil  theirs.  Itwonldbe  a  most  unfortu- 
nate thing  if  this  agitation  were  to  be 
resumed  either  in  England  or  in  India. 
The  Secretary  of  State  would  be  most 
reluctant  to  see  a  resmrection  of  anv 
discontent  among  so  important  an^ 
distinguished  a  body  of  public  servants. 
On  the  Beport  ol  the  Select  Committee 
his  conscience  is  perfectly  clear ;  but  I 
may  add  that  his  responsibili^  for  the 
welfare  of  these  uncovenanted  officers 
by  no  means  ended  with  the  issue  of 
that  Beport.  On  the  contrary,  certain 
suggestions  having  been  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Report  of  the  Public 
Sen'ice  Commission  as  to  the  organisa- 
tion of  special  Departments,  he  has 
asked  the  Government  of   India  to 
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consider  the  conditions  which  may  be 
applied  to  officers  of  the  higher  grades 
in  fnture,  and  how  far  they  may  be 
applicable  to  officers  already  in  the  Ser- 
vice. Until  an  answer  has  been  received 
I  can  say  no  more  on  the  subject.  I 
regret  if  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  in  any  respect  not  so  far 
earned  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the 
nncovenanted  officers  of  all  grades;  but 
I  hope  I  have  shown  the  House  that 
there  are  good  reasons  for  believing 
that  it  has  been  neither  inconsistent, 
illogical,  nor  ungenerous. 

(6.42.)  Sib  WILUAM  PLOWDEN 
(Wolverhampton,  W.) :  I  think  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  intention 
and  meaning  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Indian  TJncovenanted 
Civil  Service,  as  set  forth  in  their 
Eeport,  is  that  they  intended  to  equalise 
the  rules  in  reference  to  furlough  and 
pensions  with  regard  to  natives  and 
Europeans,  so  that  the  rules  should  be 
identical  in  both  cases.  But  I  do  not 
rise  to  go  into  the  grievances  of  the  un- 
covenanted  Civil  servants  of  India. 
I  think  they  have  a  very  powerful 
advocate  in  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site (Sir  Roper  Lethbndge),  and  I 
think  their  claims  have  been  very 
fully  and  fairly  considered  by  the 
Special  Committee  which  was  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  But  I  should  like 
the  Under  Secretary  for  India  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Select  Committee  did 
not  deal  with  any  of  those  cases  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  claims  of 
the  uncovenanted  officers  were  regulated 
by  special  contract,  and  that  there  were 
particular  terms  of  contract  by  which 
better  conditions  in  regard  to  furlough 
and  pensions  were  reserved.  It  was 
held,  and  accepted  by  the  Government, 
that  in  all  these  cases  an  equitable  con- 
struction should  be  placed  upon  the 
contract,  even  where  there  was  not 
an  absolutely  legal  contract.  With 
regard  to  the  administration  of  India, 
I  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  the 
tribute  which  was  paid  to  the  Mysore 
Government  by  the  hun.  Member  for 
North  Kensington.  That  is  evidence, 
if  evidence  were  wanting,  to  prove  to 
those  in  this  country,  who  have  not 
personal  knowledge  on  this  subject, 
how  very  efficient  the  administration 
of  the  natives  may  be,  where  that  ad- 


ministration is  carried  on  by  honest  and 
able  men — and,  of  course,  it  goes  without 
saying  that  amongst  the  vast  multitudes 
we  govern  in  India  there  are  thousands 
of  honest  and  able  men.  The  Go- 
vernment  of  India  has  already  gone 
some  steps  forward,  I  think,  in  the 
direction  of  increasing  largely  the 
native  officials  in  their  administration 
of  the  great  Empire  of  India ;  but  I 
do  not  think  they  have  gone  far  enough, 
and  I  am  an  advocate  of  going  very 
considerably  further.  I  think  all 
those  who,  like  myself,  have  had  for  a 
very  long  time  a  share  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  India  will  take  the  same 
view.  We  do  not  always  agree  as  to 
the  particular  direction  in  which  the 
movement  should  be  advanced,  but  I 
think  we  ail  are  agreed  that  the 
natives  of  the  country  are  fully  en- 
titled to  a  larger  share  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  country  than  they  have 
had.  Some  officers  of  high  distinction 
seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  higher 
posts  in  our  administration,  particu- 
larly in  our  Civil  administration — I  am 
not  speaking  particularly  of  our  mili- 
tary administration  just  now — should 
be  reserved  for  European  servants; 
but  I  do  not  share  that  view  at  all.  I 
consider  that,  so  far  as  etwgy,  ability, 
efficiency,  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
which  are  considered  desirable  for 
good  administration,  are  concerned, 
the  native  gentlemen  are  just  as  good 
as  European  gentlemen.  And  while  I 
would  place  the  natives  on  exactly  the 
same  footing  as  Em*opeans  in  respect 
of  offices,  I  must  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  backed  up  by  the 
Government  of  this  country,  deserve 
great  credit  for  the  advances  which 
they  have  made  in  this  direction  of 
late ;  but  these  advances,  I  think,  may 
be  carried  very  much  further  with  very 
great  advantage  to  themselves  and  to 
this  country.  Speaking  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mysore,  that  province  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  native  adminis- 
trators. I  believe  in  that  native  ad- 
ministration there  is  a  certain  Bepre* 
sentative  Counoil.  Experience  there 
lias  shown  that  the'  natives  are  just  as 
good  for  administration  as  Europeans. 
Some  time  ago  my  hon.  IViend  the 
Member  for  Evesham  made  some  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  which  I  took 
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occasion  to  object  to,  and  which  I 
wish  now  fco  object  to  more  fully  than 
I  did  then.  He  stated  that  while  he 
had  no  desire  to  cast  any  aspersion  on 
the  character  of  oxir  fellow  subjects  in 
India,  he  meant  to  say  and  stiU  said 
that— 

"  In  the  valour,  capactl^,  and  energy  which, 
are  necessary  for  a  onsis  of  danger,  the  natives 
of  India  are  aot  equal  to,  and  eaanot  replace, 
Earopeana." 

I  entirely  dissent  from  that  statement ; 
and  I  think  if  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  in  India  during  the  Mutiny  in 
1857  he  would  not  have  made  that 
statement.  Perhaps  one  of  the  moat 
remarkable  instances  of  energy  and 
valour  and  of  the  wisdom  of  native 
administration  wa?  given  at  the  very 
outset  of  that  unfoi'tunate  occurrence 
by  the  conduct  of  the  Maharajah  of 
Fattialla,  who  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Mutiny  announced  his  intention  of 
sending  down  his  own  troops  to  clear 
the  way,  and  hold  the  road  to  Delhi. 
I  only  instance  this  to  show  that  the 
Mysore  Administration  is  not  the  only 
one  which  can  be  referred  to  as  one  of 
a  very  high  class,  and  also  to  show 
that  native  administrators  in  India  are 
men  fitted  to  take  the  place  of 
Europeans  in  a  crisis  of  danger.  I 
may  further  mentiou  the  case  of 
the  Tuhsildar  of  Thanah  Bhawan,  a 
Mahomedan  official  of  that  district, 
who  remained  and  fought  at  his  post 
and  died  of  his  wounds,  while  his 
EuropeEwi  superior  had  left  his  charge 
and  disappeared.  A  great  deal  has 
been  done  in  connection  with  furthering 
the  native  administration  of  India  by 
theefiforts  of  the  Government,  especially 
of  the  Local  Government,  with  ragard 
to  municipal  administration.  There 
has  been  in  the  last  ten  years  a 
remarkable  advance  in  the  local  self- 
govemment  of  the  municipalities  in 
India;  but  the  municipalities  in  India 
embrace  a  very  small  section  of  the 
Indian  people.  According  to  the  recent 
census  of  1891  they  only  embraced 
some  15,000,000  out  of  the  288,000,000 
who  form  that  huge  population.  But 
apart  from  municipalities,  there  is  that 
vast  remnant  of  the  population  who 
have  no  share  in  the  government  of 
their  country.  I  am  extremely  anxious 
to  see  a  further  extension  of  Local 
Sir  WiUiam  PUnvden 


Government  amongst  the  rural  places 
of  India,  as  I  believe  it  would  be  found 
to  be  very  advantageous.  The  village 
system  lends  itself  completely  to  local 
administration ;  and  if  there  was  an 
amalgamation  ef  some  of  the  villages, 
situated  favourably  for  such  ami^a- 
mation,  administration  in  the  rural 
districts  might,  I  think,  be  very  easily 
conducted  by  the  natives  themselves. 
I  do  not  hope,  and  I  do  not  propose, 
that  a  system  of  that  nature  could  be 
carried  out  in  a  very  extensive 
manner;  at  all  events  I  should  not 
propose  that  the  powers  to  be 
entrusted  to  those  Local  Authorities 
should  be  at  first,  at  any  rate,  more 
than  of  a  very  simple  character. 
I  commend  this  to  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  hope  he  will  be- 
able  to  induce  the  Government  of 
India  to  take  ah  interest  In  this  matter 
and  to  devote  their  enei^es  and  their 
wisdom  and  their  experience  to  lome 
system  by  which  the  proposals  I  have 
sketched  out  may  he  carried  into 
practical  effect. 
-(7.0.)  Mh.  SAMUEL  SMITH 
(Flintshire) :  I  have  listened  with 
much  interest  to  the  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  I  entirely 
acquiesce  in  the  liberal  views  which  he 
has  put  forward  with  regard  to  the 
more  extensive  employment  of  natives 
of  India  in  important  posts  of  adminis- 
tration. The  hon.  Gentleman  has  a 
large  Indian  experience,  and  he  has 
distinguished  himself  in  this  House 
by  always  taking  a  very  liberal  view 
of  the  rights  and  capacities  of  the 
natives  of  India,  and  I  feel  sure  his 
speech  will  do  much  to  lead  the 
Indian  people  to  look  hopefully  to 
the  future.  But  I  wish,  in  the  few 
remarks  I  have  to  offer,  to  call  attention 
to  a  somewhat  different  class  of 
subject.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  as  briefly  as  possible  to  the 
condition  of  India,  as  described  in  the 
explanatory  Memorandum  which  has 
been  placed  in  our  hands,  and  I  am 
sorry  mdeed  to  have  to  state  that  the 
financial  state  of  India  as  detailed  in 
this  important  Paper  is  in  the  laat 
degree  unsatisfactory.  I  observe  with 
great  regret  that  last  year  we  showed  a 
small  deficit,  and  I  observe  in  the 
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comini^  year  the  Budget  Estimate  shows 
«  nominal  sorolus  of  146,000  tens  of 
rupees,  or  £100,000  sterli^.  I  wish  to 
oul  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
fact :  that  this  apparently  small  surplus 
is  based  upon  taking  the  exchange  at  the 
rate  of  one  shilling  and  fourpence ;  but 
the  Under  Secretary  himself  has  just 
stated  that  the  present  rate  is  one 
shilling  and  threepence  three  farthings. 
And  it  has  been  as  low  as  one  sl^'l^'"g 
and  threepence.  I  am  very  much 
afraid  we  may  again  have  one  of 
those  miscalculations  as  to  the 
rate  of  exchange,  causing  a  great 
deficit.  I  am  afraid  we  may  have 
the  experience  of  last  year  repeated, 
because  no  one  can  deny  that 
the  present  condition  of  the  silver 
market  is  in  the  last  degree  uncertain 
and  precarious.  The  price  of  silver  fell 
recently  as  low  as  thirty-nine  pence  per 
ounce,  and  the  exchange  rate  fell  to 
one  shilling  and  threepence.  We  have 
seen  a  httle  recovery  from  that,  owing  in 
part  to  the  agreement  of  the  Western 
Powers  to  hold  an  International 
Monetary  Conference.  A  certain  degree 
of  hojpe  has  sprung  up  that  possibly  this 
Conference  may  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  rehabilitating  the 
monetary  position  of  silver.  But  the 
House  and  the  country  must  well 
understand  that  if  this  Monetary 
Conference  should  altogether  fail  to 
come  to  any  conclusions  beneficial  to  the 
position  of  silver  as  money  we  may 
Took  forward  to  another  very  rapid 
collapse  in  the  price  of  silver,  and  I 
think  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  in 
the  event  of  the  failure  of  this  coming 
Conference  we  may  see  the  rate  of 
exchange  down  to  one  shilling  and 
twopence  before  this  year  is  over, 
^and  possibly  within  a  few  years  it 
will  go  down  much  lower,  because  it 
appears  not  at  all  unlikely  that  if  the 
efforts  oftbeUnited  States  to  rehabilitate 
silver  in  alliance  with  the  Great  Powers  of 
the  world  should  fail,  there  may  arise 
A  strong  movement  in  America  to 
cease  altogether  the  coinage  of  silver 
in  order  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
England.  Undoubtedly  if  that  policy 
were  adopted  we  may  conclude  that 
we  should  see  the  rate  of  exchange  at  one 
shilling  and  a  further  loss  of  three  or  four 
jaailhon  tens  of  rupees  thrown  upon  the 


Indian  Kevenue.  I  call  attention  to 
tiiese  facta  because  they  must  he  faced 
by  the  authorities  ref^cmsihle  for  the 
finances  of  India  and  oeax  upon  the  in- 
structions to  be  given  to  the  delegates 
of  this  coimtry  at  the  approaching 
International  Convention.  Looking  at 
the  table  of  the  losses  in  exchange,  I 
find  that  they  have  steadily  increased 
year  by  year  till  they,  last  year,  reached 
the  enormous  figure  of  eight  and  a 
quarter  miUion  tens  of  rupees ;  though, 
of  course,  at  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change that  is  only  equal  to  five 
miUions  sterling.  To  show  the  pro- 
digious increase  of  this  source  of 
drainage  I  wiU  quote  the  figures  for  the 
past  ten  years.  In  1382  the  loss  on 
exchange  was  under  three  million  tens 
of  rupees,  next  year  3,200,000,  then 
3,300,000,  then  3,500,000,  then 
4,300,000,  then  5,600,000,  then 
6.000,000,  then  6,3»0,000,  then 
6,700,000,  then  5,400,000,  then 
7,200,000,  and  last  year  8,200,000. 
These  figures,  I  think,  are  alarming ;  and 
so  far  as  I  can  see  it  would  not  surprise 
me  at  all,  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of 
this  International  Conference,  if  we 
shall  see  nine  million  or  ten  millions 
reached  within  the  next  year  or  two. 
When  I  look  at  this  question  I  am 
filled  wi^ih  apprehension.  I  think  every 
thoughtful  person  who  is  cognisant 
of  the  financial  position  of  India  at  the 
present  time  must  have  grave  appre- 
hensions as  to  the  future.  Wb^  I 
refer  to  the  main  sources  of  revenue  I 
find  some  of  them  are  declining, 
some  of  them  are  threatened,  and 
some  of  them  are  uncertain.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  find  that  the  sources 
of  expenditure  are  continually  rising. 
As  to  income,  take,  first  of  all,  the 
great  opium  revenue.  It  has  fallen 
steadily  from  eight  millions  to  live 
and  a  half  milUons.  No  one  can 
doubt,  with  the  present  feeling  of  this 
country  upon  the  subject,  that  the 
opium  revenue  is  bound  to  decline,  for 
this  country  will  insist'  upon  putting 
every  possible  restriction  upon  the 
consumption  of  opium  and  all  other 
narcotic  drugs.  Therefore  we  may 
conclude  that  this  source  of  revenue  is 
a  most  precarious  one.  The  revenue 
derived  from  salt  also  stands  in  a  pre- 
carious position,  and  it  is  acknow- 
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ledged  on  all  hands  that  it  Is  cruelly 
severe  on  the  population  of  India.    It  is 
two  and  a  half  rupees  per  maund 
against  half  a  rupee  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century,  and  the  Government 
stand  pledged  to  take  off  the  last  half 
rupee  as  soon  as  they  can  ;  so  the  salt 
revenue  is  precarious  and  uncertain. 
I  find,  on  the  other  hand,  a  steady 
and     constant     increase     in  the 
military  expenditure.    Last  year  we 
had  the  astounding   figure  of  very 
nearly  twenty-two  millions,  and  this 
year  we  have  an  estimateof  over  twenty- 
one  millions  for  military  expenditure. 
I  believe  in  the  time  of  Lord  North- 
brook  the  military  expenditure  was  be- 
tween fourteen  and  fifteen  millions,  so 
that  it  has  since  his  time  increased  by 
nearly  fifty  per  cent.  And  we  must  re- 
member this  military  expenditure  does 
not  cover  all  that  comes  under  that 
head  in  India,  for  we  have  a  heavy 
capital  expenditure  for  strategic  rail- 
ways- on   the  frontier,  which   is  a 
military  expenditure,  though  charged 
to    the     railway    account.  Fifteen 
millions  have  been  spent  on  these 
absolutely  unproductive  strategic  rail- 
ways.    I  wish  to  impress  upon  the 
Government,  if  they  do  not  wish  to 
have  national  bankruptcy  in  India,  that 
they  must  face  this  question  of  gigantic 
military  expenditure  and  take  most 
drastic  means  to  reduce  it.    In  con- 
nection with  the  military  expenditure  I 
will  just  observe  that  a  great  part  of  it 
is  non-effective.   It  is  in  the  shape  of 
pensions  and  of  furlough  allowances, 
which  amount  to  about  four  and  a- 
quarter  million   tens   of  rupees,  or 
about  double  what  you  pay  to  the 
whole  Native  Army  of  India.    That  is 
an  item  which  it  ought  to  be  the 
business  of  the  Government  to  curtail 
in  the  future  as  much  as  they  possibly 
can.    I  would  just  like  to  make  a 
single   remark    on    the  question  of 
pohoy.    We  have  contrived  to  get 
mto   bad    relations    with  Afghan- 
istan.  I  am  informed  by  a  genUeman 
who  has  travelled  over  the  Indian 
frontier  that  the  main  cause  of  the  ill- 
feeling  which  has  arisen  between  the 
Government  of  India  and  ourselves 
is  the  making  of  the  Khojak  Tunnel 
without  the  consent  of  the  Ameer. 
The  Ameer  was  most  friendly  disposed 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith 


towards  this  country,  and  if  we  had 
waited  till  we  had  his  consent,  I  am 
told  there  is  very  little  doubt  but 
that  it  would  have  been  obtained. 
But  our  strategists  thought  it  was  a 
more  advisable  course  to  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands,  and  in  a  certain 
sense  to  try  to  hoodwink  the  Ameer,, 
and  carry  this  tunnel  into  his- 
dominions. 

Mb.  CUBZON  :  This  tunnel  is  not 
made  in  the  dominions  of  the  Ameer. 
There  has  been  no  intention  of  con- 
ducting the  operation  in  a  secret  or 
underhand  manner. 
•Mb.  SMITH:  Of  course,  I  accepts 
the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,, 
who  understands  the  frontier  question 
much  better  than  I  do.  My  informant^ 
however,  is  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  who  has  travelled  all  over  the 
country  in  question,  and  who  told  me 
that  it  was  our  present  policy  which 
has  induced  the  jealousy  of  the  Ameer. 
I  think  that  it  might  have  been  carried 
out  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  the  fric- 
tion which  has  unhappily  arisen.  As 
some  persons  are  endeavouring  to  in- 
duce the  Government  to  push  on  the  rail- 
way to  Candahar,  I  beg  to  enter  my  very 
strong  protest  against  that  proposal.  I 
hope  all  ideas  of  the  kind  will  be  laid 
aside.  But  the  main  object  of  these 
remarks  is  to  press  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  for  retrenchment 
and  economy  in  the  Government  of 
India.  We  are  drifting  into  a  position 
of  gravefinanoial  embarrassment.  That 
cannot  be  denied  by  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  Government  of 
India.  Had  the  threatened  famine 
arisen,  the  financial  position  of  India 
would  have  been  very  dangerous ; 
but,  even  as  it  is,  in  all  proba- 
bility we  shall  have  a  deficit.  That 
being  the  case,  looking  to  the  extreme 
poverty  of  the  people  of  India,  and  io 
the  strong  feeling  of  discontent  which 
exists  there,  and  which  I  fear  is  much 
more  ^an  is  generally  known — as  one 
who  has  been  a  good  deal  in  contact 
with  native  opinion  for  many  years,  I 
hold  there  is  much  discontent  in  India 
at  the  expensiveness  of  our  govern- 
ment— there  is  most  certainly  a  strong 
need  for  retrenchment ;  otherwise^ 
there  will  be  a  bad  time  in  store  for  us. 
There  is  one  direction  in  which  I  be- 
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licve  it  possible  to  lai^ely  increase 
the  resources  o!  ludia,  and  that  ia  to 
alter  the  system  of  land  taxation.  As 
the  House  knows,  the  assessment  of 
the  land  of  India  is  generally  fixed 
for  a  term'  of  thirty  years.  The 
result  is  that  improvements  of  great 
value  are  hindered  towards  the 
end  of  that  period  in  consequence  of 
the  uncertainty  which  is  naturally 
feltas  to  the  assessment.  There  is  no 
difiference  of  opinion  among  the  edu- 
cated people  of  India  that  if  we  adopted 
a  policy  for  India  similar  to  what  we 
have  adopted  in  Ireland,  and  gave 
fixity  or  perpetuity  of  tenure  and  fair 
rent,  we  should  see  in  the  course  of 
time  a  very  great  improvement  in  the 
productiveness  of  the  soil  of  India. 
The  wells  that  are  sunk  are  far  too  few, 
for  the  tenant  is  afraid  that  just  as  he 
improves  the  soil  he  will  have  his 
assessment  raised ;  but  if  he  had  abso- 
lute security  for  the  possession  of  all 
additional  value  he  gave  to  the  land  I 
believe  you  would  see  a  new  chapter 
opened  in  the  agricultural  history 
of  India.  One  other  suggestion  I  wish 
to  press  upon  the  Government.  More 
attention  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
proposals  of  Sir  Wilham  Wedderbum 
for  the  establishment  of  land  banks. 
Sir  William  Wedderbum  has  devoted 
many  years  to  this  subject,  and  he  has 
pointed  out,  what  is  perfectly  well 
known,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
peasantry  are  deeply  and  hopelessly  in 
debt,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  they 
pay  is  most  usurious,  being  certainly 
not  less  than  two  or  three  per  cent,  per 
month.  I  am  told  that  so  entirely  are 
the  mass  of  the  peasants  in  the  hands 
of  the  money  lenders  that  they  are 
deban'ed  from  improving  their  lands 
from  the  knowledge  that?  whatever 
improvements  they  make  are  simply 
grasped  at  once  by  their  creditors ;  and, 
consequently,  they  are  compelled  to  do 
with  the  minimum  amount  of  culture 
to  keep  their  families  in  existence.  The 
removal  of  this  crushing  load  of  debt 
should  be  one  of  the  main  objects  of 
the  Government,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  land  banks  is  a  valuable 
proposal.  These  banks  would  be  able 
to  lend  the  money  at  a  moderate  rate  of 
interest  and  yet  make  a  handsome 
profit,  and  the  people  would  through 


them  be  able  to  discharge  these  usurious 
debts  on  which  they  pay  such  an  enor- 
mous interest.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
further  into  general  criticisms  upon 
the  state  of  India,  for  I  know  that  the 
House  is  waiting  with  some  impatience 
for  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  for  India 
but  I  will  just,  in  conclusion,  say  that^ 
looking  to  the  poverty  stricken  condi- 
tion of  India  and  to  the  grave  financial 
difficulties  that  are  looming  in  th& 
future,  it  is  most  desimble  that  we 
should  associate  with  ourselves  in  the 
government  of  India  the  ablest  natives  of 
that  country;  and  I  hope  that  the  Bill 
which  received  the  Royal  Assent  to-day, 
and  which  contains  within  itself  the 
seeds  of  the  elective  system,  if  the  Indian 
Government  chooses  so  to  interpret  it, 
will  be  hberally  interpreted  by  the  Go- 
vernment, so  that  out  of  it  may  grow  & 
system  of  elective  representation,  which 
will  enable  the  Government  of  India 
to  associate  with  themselves  the 
ablest  intellects  of  that  country  in  solv* 
ing  these  problems  which  threaten  the 
future  of  that  great  country. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

•(7.25.)  Me.  CURZON  :  I  am  afraid. 

Sir,  with  the  shadow  of  coming  events 
lying  so  large  across  our  path,  that  I 
cannot  expect  my  Budget  Statement  to 
have  much  interest  for  a  jaded  and 
depleted  House  of  Commons.  And 
yet  the  story  of  the  finances  of  India, 
although  it  does  not  appear  to 
excite  much  concern  in  this  House,, 
must  be  told,  because  it  affects  the 
prosperity  and  deals  with  the  welfare 
of  many  hundred  millions  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  whose  interests,  even  with  a 
General  Election  impending,  this 
House  cannot  afford  to  ignore.  But,, 
late  as  is  the  period  of  the  Session  at 
which  I  have  to  make  this  statement^ 
and  empty  as  is  the  House,  I  at  any  rate 
may  congratulate  myself  that  oppor- 
tunities have  not  been  wasting  in  this 
Session  of  Parliament  for  considering  the 
affairs  of  India.  We  had  an  Amend- 
ment upon  the  Address  in  reply  to  tha 
Queen's  Speech ;  later  on,  the  Adjourn- 
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ment  of  the  House  was  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sontii  Donegal,  to  dis- 
0U8S  the  question  of  the  scarcity  and 
•distress  existing  in  different  parts 
•of  India ;  later,  again,  we  had  two  full 
nights'  debate  upon  the  Secoud  Bead- 
ing and  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Indian  Councils  Bill  which  has  just 
passed  into  law ;  and,  therefore,  at  any 
rate,  the  reproach  cannot  be  made 
.against  us  that  in  the  concluding 
Session  of  this  Parliament  we  have 
•ahown  that  indifference  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  so  characteristic  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  interests  of 
•our  felloW'Subjeots  in  India.  But  one 
source  of  regret,  however,  I  must 
admit ;  and  that  is  that  the  right  hon. 
<irentleman  who  preceded  me  in  the 
office  I  now  hold,  and  whose  financial 
Abilities  have  found  a  larger  and  better 
sphere  elsewhere,  has  not  been  able  to 
make  this  statement  himself.  I  should 
have  been  glad  if  he  could  have  com- 
pleted the  term  of  this  ParUament  in 
the  delivery  of  a  statement  to  which 
he  always  lent  the  graces  both  of 
lucidity  and  of  style;  and  I  should 
have  been  all  the  more  glad  if  he 
could  have  done  so  on  this  occa- 
sion, inasmuch  as  the  tale  I  have 
to  tell  the  Committee  is  less  satis- 
factory than  those  which  on  previous 
occasions  he  has  given.  The  Accounts 
which  I  have  to  present  to  the  House 
relate  as  usual  in  these  statements  to 
three  years — the  closed  Accounts  of 

1890-  91;  the  Revised  Estimate  for 

1891-  92 ;  and  the  Budget  Estimate  for 
the  present  financial  year.  Each  of 
these  I  will  take  in  turn.  First,  the 
•closed  Account  of  1890-91,  which  was 
the  Revised  Estimate  of  last  year. 
Here  the  gross  revenue,  in  tens  of 
rupees,  was  86,741,649,  the  gross 
.expenditure  83,053,478 ;  while  the  net 
revenue  was  49,354,219,  and  the  net 
.expenditure  45,666,048  tens  of  rupees, 
showing  a  realised  surplus  of  3,688,171 
tens  of  rupees.  In  giving  the  House  the 
figures  of  gross  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture and  net  revenue  and  expenditure, 
J  need  hardly  explain  that  the  net 
revenue  is  arrived  at  after  deducting 
the  cost  of  collection  and  certain  other 
refunds  and  rebates,  while  the  net  ex- 
penditure is  the  amount  spent  in  the 
rariouB  Departments,  deducting  the 

Mr.  Curzon 


receipts  of  those  Departments.  This 
large  surplus  of  1890-91  is  slightly 
better — by  23,071  tens  of  rupees — than 
the  revised  Estimate  of  3,655,100 
tens  of  rupees  made  by  my  pre- 
decessor in  the  debate  of  last  year. 
On  that  occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  present  Financial  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  explained  that  this 
large  surplus  was  due,  partly  to  a  gene- 
ral increase  of  income,  and  partly  to  a 
large  ^eduction  in  expenditure,  but  still 
more  to  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
rupee  to  one  shilling  and  ninepence, 
due  to  American  speculations  in  silver, 
and  the  consequent  rise  in  the  exchange 
value  of  the  rupee.  The  result  of  those 
circumstances  was  to  give  the  rupee  an 
average  value  of  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence, which  is  nearly  three  halfpence 
above  the  Budget  rate.  I  am  afraid 
that  I  must  warn  the  House  that  that 
year  was  the  last  of  the  series  of  very 
fat  years  which  the  Government  of 
India  is  likely  to  enjoy  for  some 
time,  and  that  we  must  look  for- 
ward to  an  era  of  contracted  sur- 
pluses for  some  years  to  come.  The 
next  point  to  jvhich  I  have  to  refer 
is  the  Bevised  Estimate  for  1891-2, 
the  figures  of  which  were  given  by  Sir 
D.  Barbour  in  March  of  the  present 
year  as  follows  : — Gross  Eevenue, 
Ex.88,585,900  ;  gross  Expenditure, 
Rx.  88,665,900  ;  net  Revenue, 
Rx.49,726,900  ;  net  Expenditure, 
Rx.49,806,900 ;  showing  a  Deficit  of 
Rx.80,000.  Sir  D.  Barbour,  however, 
explained  that  those  figures  were  not 
the  final  ones,  and  he  expressed  a 
hope  that  before  the  close  of  the  year 
the  equilibrium  would  be  restored ;  and 
I  am  now  happy  to  say  that  the 
Approximate  Account  shows  that  there 
is  a  surplus  instead  of  a  deficit.  The 
Approximate  Accoimt  shows  a  net 
revenue  of  Bx.49,927.900,and  a  net  ex- 
penditure of  Rx.49,573,900,  giving  a 
surplus  of  Rx.354,000.  Comparing  this 
result  with  the  various  estimates 
hitherto  made,  it  appears  that  Sir 
D.  Barbour  in  March,  1891,  estimated 
a  surplus  of  Bx. 115,600,  that  the  Fincm- 
cial  Secretary  in  August,  1891,  esti- 
mated a  surplus  of  Bx. 395,600,  while 
Sir  D.  Barbour  in  March  of  the  present 
year  estimated  a  deficit  of  Bx.80,000 ; 
and  accordin^y  the  result  is  better  by 
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Bx.238,400  thaD  the  first  estimate,  and 
is  worse  hy  only  Bx.41,600  than  the 
second,  and  better  by  Rx.434,000  than 
the  third.  The  explanation  of  the  fall 
from  the  fine  snrplns  of  the  preceding 
year  mainly  consists  in  the  capricious, 
and,  in  this  case,  the  calamitous, 
factor  of  exchange.  The  Budget 
of   the  year   was   framed   on  the 

■  estimate  that  the  gold  value  of  the 
rupee  would  be  one  shilling  and  five- 
pence  farthing,  while  it  has  proved 
to  be  about  one  shilling  and  four- 
penoe  three  farthing.  This  fall  in 
value  has  involved  an  additional  charge 
Tipon  the  year's  accounts  of  Bx. 659,000 
forexchange.  TheApproximateAccount 
of  1B91-2,  which  I  am  now  stating  to 
the  Committee,  and  which  is  based 
upon  later  figures  than  those  appearing 
in  the  Explanatory  Memorandum,  com- 
pared with  Sir  D.  Barbour's  Budget  Esti- 
mate of  lastyear,  shows  that,dividingthe 
additional  charge  for  exchange  among 
the  various  heads  to  which  it  apper- 
tained, the  following  were  the  main 

■  alterations :  —  The  improvements  on 
the  Budget  Estimate  have  been  better 
in  the  case  of  railways  by  Ex. 1,107,900, 
the  increase  being  due  to  the  unusual 
traffic  in  wheat  and  seeds  for  export. 

'  The  revenue  has  been  better  in  the  case 
of  opium  by  Rx  .807,200,  owing  to  the 
higher  price  of  the  article  and  to  the 

■  export  fromBombayhaving  been  greater 
than  was  anticipated  in  the  Budget, 
while  there  was  a  reduction  of  chaise 
in  consequence  of  the  small  crop.  The 
revenue  bom  salt  ia  better  than  the  esti- 
mate in  the  Budget  by  Bx.299,900,  that 
from  the  excise  is  better  by  Ex. 158, 100, 
and  that  from  stamps  is  better  by 
Bx. 118,600,  making  a  total  gain  upon 
the  estimate  of  Rx.2,491,700.  The 
expenditure  on  the  Army  is  worse 
than  the  estimate  by  Bx.1,329,000, 
owing  to  the  various  miUtary  expedi- 
tions which  the  Indian  Government 
were  compelled  to  send  out — firstly, 
lor  the  purpose  of  protecting  our 
«xi8ting  frontier  from  raids  by  border 
tribes ;  secondly,  to  meet  a  sudden  and 
isolated  outbreak,  as  at  Manipur;  and, 
thirdly,  to  preserve  order  in  the  im- 
settled  regions  of  North  Burmah. 
There  smaD  wars  are  capricious  in 
their  origin,  even  if  they  are  fruitful  in 
adventure.    None  of  them  are  wars  of 


aggressioB.  All  of  them  are  wars  of 
necessity ;  and  they  may  be  described 
as  'the  premium  which  we  pay  upon  the 
insurance  of  our  Indian  Empire.  The 
land  revenue  is  worse  than  the  estimate 
by  Bx. 423,800,  interest  is  worse  by 
Bx.374,700,  and  other  heads  are  worse 
by  Bx. 10,200,  making  a  loss  upon  the 
Budget  Estimate  of  Bx.2,137,700,  and, 
leaving  the  surplus  above-mentioned  of 
Bx  .354,000.  It  must  be  obvious  to  the 
Committee  that  with  so  slender  a  sur- 

§lus  it  is  impossible  to  effect  any  re- 
uotion  in  taxation,  especially  as  evea 
that  slender  surplus  is  due  to  accidental 
causes,  such  as  arrears  not  having  been 
paid  to  the  War  0£6ce,  as  was  intended. 
So  much  for  the  Approximate  Account 
of  1891-2.  I  now  come  to  the  third 
table  in  my  statement — namely,  the 
Budget  Estimate  for  the  year  from  the 
3l8t  March,  1892,  to  the  Slst  March, 
1893.  Underthis  head  the  gross  revenue 
is  Bx.88,368,000,  and  the  gross  expen- 
diture Bx.88,221.000,  while  the  net 
revenue  is  Bx.49,583,000,  and  the  net 
expenditure  Bx. 49, 436,000,  showing  a 
surplus  of  Bx. 147,000.  As  there  is  a  sur- 
plus of  Bx.354,0()0  in  the  Approximate 
Account  of  1891-2,  these  figures  show  a 
reduction  of  Rx.207,000,  the  net 
revenue  being  less  by  Bx. 345,000,  and 
the  net  expenditure  by  Bx. 138,000. 
The  fall  in  the  value  of  the  rupee  from 
one  shilling  and  fourpence  three  far- 
things to  one  shilling  and  fourpence 
has  caused  an  addition  of  Bx.1,049,000 
to  the  charges  of  the  year;  but,  if 
that  be  spr^bd,  aa  I  have  previously 
done  in  the  case  of  1891-2,  over  the 
heads  to  which  it  appertains,  the  altera- 
tions may  be  explained  as  follows:  In 
railways  we  are  worse  off  by  Ex  .1 ,190,000 
arising  from  the  anticipation  of  smaller 
traffic  and  the  increased  charge  for  ex- 
change ;  in  opium  by  Bx.726,000,  which 
nearly  absorbs  the  gain  of  last  year, 
the  reduction  in  this  case  being  due  to 
the  decreased  sale  of  250  chests  per 
month  announced  in  June,  1891, 
taking  full  effect  this  year,  and  also 
to  the  heavier  chaiiges  incurred, 
amounting  to  an  increase  of  Bx.348,000. 
The  Civil  Departments  will  be  worse  by 
Bx. 332,000,  and  the  construction  of 
railways  out  of  revenue  by  Bx. 171,000, 
making  a  total  in  which  we  are  worse 
off  than  in  the  Approximate  Account  of 
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1691-2  of  Bx.2,419»000.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  are  better  off  in  the  following 
particulars  :  Land  revenue  and  pro- 
vincial  rates,  Ex. 679,000  ;  interest, 
Bx. 364,000  ;  buildings  and  roads, 
^x.233,000;  Army,  Ex.420,000,  mainly 
owing  to  the  absence  of  any  provision 
for  special  expeditions  ;  provincial 
agreements,  Rx.466,000 — upon  which 
point  I  shall  have  some  explanation  to 
place  before  the  Committee ;  and  under 
other  heads,  Bx.50,000  ;  making  a  total 
of  K3c.2,212,000,  in  which  the  Budget 
Estimate  is  better  than  the  Approximate 
Account  of  Last  year.  The  net  result 
of  these  two  tables  is  that  we  are 
worse  off  by  itx.207,000  than  the 
Approximate  Account  of  1891-2.  The 
hon.  Member  who  preceded  me  to-night 
has  anticipated  that  the  small  surplus  of 
Ex. 146,600  which  we  contemplate  for 
tlie  current  year  may,  owing  to  the 
subsequent  fall  in  exchange,  be  wholly 
swallowed  up  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  that  we  may  have  to  face  a 
deficit. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  :  It  is 
■  146,000  rupees,  not  146,000  tens  of 

rupees. 

-Mr.  CUEZON  :  I  think  that  state- 
ment must  be  a  mistake. 

Mk.  smith  :  What  page  ? 

-Mb.  CURZON  :  I  think,  if  the  hon. 
Member  looks  at  page  62,  the  very  last 
figures,  he  will  see  an  estimated  surplus 
of  Ex.146,600.  That  is  the  figure  to 
which  I  am  alluding,  and  he  may  take  it 
that  the  figures  are  teus  of  rupees,  and 
not  rupees.  I  wew  about  to  point  out, 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  some- 
what gloomy  prophecy,  that  the  last 
telegram  vre  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,dated  16th  June,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Debate,  leads  rae  to  an- 
ticipate a  more  favourable  result  than  the 
hon.  Member  has  predicted.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  final  ref^tilt 
of  the  year  will  be  very  much  the 
same  as  the  Budget  Estimate  framed 
about  three  months  ago.  It  is  per- 
fectly tme  that  there  has  been  the 
fall  in  exchange  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  spoken  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  railways  are  doing  well  and 
the  general  revenue  is  satisfactory, 
while  owing  to  the  bad  opium  crop 
Mr.  Curzon 
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there  will  be  a  considerable  saving  of 
chaise  under  thathead.  On  the  other 
hand  there  has  been  a  fall  of  a  halfpenny 
per  rupee  in  the  exchange,  and  with  the 
payments  to  the  War  OfBce  deferred 
from  the  previous  year,  discount  on  the 
loan  in  England,  and  minor  increase  of 
expenditure,  the  improvement  in  the 
receipts  is  almost  exactly  balanced  ;  so 
that,  in  giving  these  figures,  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  expects  to  be  better 
than  the  Budget  Estimate  of  three 
months  ago  in  railways  and  gene- 
ral  revenue  by  sixty  or  seventy  mkhs^ 
while  the  opium  expenditure  will  be  re- 
duced by  sixty-six  lakhs,  making  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  lakhs.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  expect  to  be  worse  by 
seventy-nine  lakhs  on  exchange,  thirty- 
four  laJkhs  on  Home  charges,  and  twenty 
lakhs  on  other  charges,  making  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  lakhs — 
almost  exactly  balancing  those  items- 
on  which  a  gain  is  expected.  Al- 
though these  figures  do  not  justify 
the  sinister  vaticinations  we  have  heard, 
yet  I  do  not  pretend,  to  say  that  this  is 
a  very  gratifying  statement  which  I 
am  now  making  to  the  House ;  but 
I  think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it 
discloses  features  which  may  give 
satisfaction.  In  the  first  place,  there 
is  the  anticipated  rise  in  the  land 
revenue,  which  is  a  satisfactory  sign  as 
proving  the  general  fairness  of  assess- 
ment and  also  the  general  expansion  of 
cultivation,  although  it  is  fair  to  explain 
that  this  rise  will  in  part  be  due  in  the 
current  year  to  the  anticipated  recovery 
from  circumstances  that  have  necessi- 
tated the  postponement  of  revenue  col- 
lection in  the  distressed  districts  during 
the  past  year.  We  may  also  note  as  a 
satisfactory  sign  the  absence  of  pro- 
vision for  special  frontier  expeditions; 
and  I  may  say  myself  that  I  earnestly 
hope  in  the  future  that  the  necessity 
for  punitive  expeditions  may  steadily 
diminish,  and  that  the  recurrence  of  acts 
of  plunder  followed  by  punishment,  may 
be  gradually  superseded  by  the  concilia- 
tory absorption  of  the  border  tribes  of 
whom  I  have  been  speaking,  not  into- 
subjection,  but  into  contented  depend- 
ence on  the  Government  of  India.  It 
is  gratifying,  too,  to  know  that  the  main 
heads  of  revenue  show  a  steady  im- 
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provement,  enabling  us  to  cope  with 
the  lamentable  fall  in  the  exclmnge 
value  of  the  rupee,  and  I  venture  to 
submit  that,  in  a  year  when  these  great 
financial  difficulties  have  to  be  faced,  it 
is  no  mean  achidvement  to  be  able  to 
place  before  the  House  a  Budget 
Estimate  showing  such  results  as  I 
have  stated.  Undoubtedly  the  hon. 
Member  is  right  in  saying  that  the 
main  element  of  disappointment  and 
•disturbance  in  the  finances  of 
India,  both  now  and  not  unlikely 
in  the  immediate  future,  is  the  fall  in 
•exchange.  Perhaps,  as  no  subject  can 
be  more  interesting  in  connection  with 
Indian  finance  than  this,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  give  the  figures.  The  total 
charge  on  revenue  for  exchange  has 
been  in  recent  years  as  follows :  1889-90 
Rx.6,693,000  ;  1890-1,  Rx.5,383,000  ; 
Revised  Estimate,  1891-2,  Rx.7,222,000, 
Budgetof  1892-3,  Rx.8,224,000,  showing 
adifierenceof  no  less  than  Rx.2, 841,000, 
in  two  years.  How  has  this  arisen  ? 
In  December,  1890,  the  gold  value  of 
silver  was  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  halfpenny  the 
rupee,  in  four  months  the  selling  rate 
had  fallen  to  one  shilling  and  fourpence 
three-farthings,  which  difference  on  the 
remittances  for  the  year  would  have 
caused  an  increased  charge  of 
Rx.2,168,000.  In  1890-1  bills  on  India 
were  sold  in  April  at  one  shilling  and 
fivepence  and  one-sixteenth,  ana  five 
months  afterwards,  in  September,  at 
one  shilling  and  eightpence  and  twenty- 
nine-thirty-seconds  of  a  penny.  The 
difference  between  these  two  rates  on  a 
remittance  of  £16,000,000  is  about 
Bx.4,137,800.  When  the  Budget  for 
1892-3  was  under  consideration,  the  gold 
value  of  the  rupee  from  the  middle  of 
February  to  18th  March  ranged  between 
one  shilling  and  fourpence  and  one 
shilling  and  threepence  three-farthings, 
and  the  Government  based  their  esti- 
mate on  the  higher  rate.  Witliin 
eleven  days  after  the  publication  of  the 
Budget  the  market  rate  in  India  had 
fallen  below  one  shilling  and  three- 
pence, at  which  rate  a  fall  of  one  penny 
in  the  rupee  would  cause  an  additional 
charge  in  the  present  year  exceeding 
Rx. 1,700,000.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  these  figures  are  serious.  They 
present  a  problem  which  is  well  calcu- 


lated to  appeal  to  the  intelligence  and 
the  study  of  cm*  ablest  financiers. 
Xhib  ib  not  iLc  occasion,  and  I  confess 
that  I  am  not  the  man,  to  deal  at  all 
exhaustively  with  the  character  of  that 
problem ;  but,  in  order  to  illustrate  to 
the  House  the  complexity  of  the  situa- 
tion which  we  have  to  face,  Imay  at  least 
remind  the  Committee  of  the  number 
of  divergent  interests,  classes,  and  per- 
sons who  are  concerned.  On  the  one 
hand  there  are  the  Lancashire  cotton 
spinners,  who  argue  that  this  fall  in  the 
gold  price  of  silver  in  India  amounts  to 
little  less  than  a  bounty  of  twenty  to 
thirty  per  cent,  to  the  producer  in 
Bombay.  In  the  second  place  you 
have  the  Indian  Government,  which 
findsitself  cruelly  crippled  in  the  matter 
of  home  remittances  and  sterling 
charges  ;  and  you  have,  thirdly,  a  large 
number  of  Civil  servants  in  India  who 
complain — and  it  seems  to  me  there  is 
great  force  and  justice  in  their  com* 
plaint — that  they,  too,  are  seriously 
affected  in  the  matter  of  home  remit- 
tances for  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  in  the  provision  of  those 
European  comforts  which  may  some- 
times be  described  as  almost 
European  necessities  in  connection  with 
life  in  India.  Each  of  these  classes 
has  its  own  remedy.  Some  advocate 
bi-metallism,  while  a  new  school  which 
has  lately  arisen  suggests  the  institu- 
tion of  a  gold  standard  for  India.  All 
agree  in  saying  that  some  action  should 
be  taken  by  the  Government,  but  as  to 
what  that  action  should  be  no  two  pei^ 
sons,  certainly  no  two  classes,  in  India 
agree.  Butthere  remains  a  fourth  class 
whose  interests  should  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  and  that  is  the  Indian  population 
itself,  the  Indian  cultivator  and  artisan. 
There  are  many  who  argue  that  the  fall 
in  the  exchange  value  of  silver  is  an 
industrial  gain  to  India ;  that  it  enables 
the  producer  or  the  labourer  or  artisan 
to  get  more  for  his  produce  and  to  pay 
his  rent  and  taxes  more  easily ;  and 
that,  in  fact,  the  fall  in  the  price  of  silver 
may  be  considered  an  indirect  measure 
for  the  relief  of  taxation  to  the  labourei', 
inasmuch  as,  with  the  taxes  fixed,  a  less 
portion  of  his  produce  goes  into  the 
pocket  of  the  Government,  while  a 
larger  fraction  remains  in  his  own.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  the  mea- 
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sure  of  inconvenience  in  this  respect 
to  the  Government  of  India  and 
the  C  ivil  servants  is  greater  than 
the  measnre  of  apparent  gain  to 
the  taxpayer,  or  whether  it  is  less ; 
but  at  least  I  hope  the  considerations 
I  have  placed  before  the  Committee 
will  show  the  immense  complexity  of 
the  problem  we  have  to  deal  with,  and 
will .  illustrate  the  inadvisability  of 
accepting  any  unduly  rapid  solution, 
l^ereisthis  farther  fact:  that  it  is  not 
British  or  Indian  interests  in  the  last 
resort  that  are  considered  by  other 
people.  These  are  very  little  considered 
by  foreign  legislation,  which  shapes 
its  processes  without  the  slightest 
regard  to  our  interests.  The  extreme 
uncertainty  of  exchange,  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  opium  revenue,  and  the 
demands  made  upon  the  revenue  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  scarcity, 
render  any  prediction  at  this  moment 
as  to  the  future  peculiarly  unsafe. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  impress 
upon  the  Government  of  India  the 
necessity  of  exercising  strict  economy 
in  every  direction.  I  mentioned  some 
little  time  ago  that  in  the  Budget 
Estimate  for  the  present  year  we  expect 
to  be  Rx.466,000  better  than  last  year 
in  the  matter  of  the  provincial  agree- 
ments ;  and  the  fact  that  these  agree- 
ments are  being  revised  during  the 
present  year  affords  me  an  opportimity 
of  briefly  explaining  to  the  Committee 
the  most  interesting  points  which  they 
suggest.  By  far  me  greater  part  of 
the  revenue  in  India  is  collected  by 
officers  of  .the  Provincial  Governments, 
and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  civil 
expenditure  is  under  their  control  ; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  highly  desirable 
that  the  Provincial  Governments 
should  have  a  direct  interest  in  the 
effective  collection  of  the  one  and  in  the 
economical  administration  of  the  other. 
It  is  with  this  view  that  the  Government 
of  India,  as  a  part  of  their  settled  policv 
for  over  twenty  years,  have  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  provincial 
Governments,  under  which  the  latter 
receive  certain  proportions  of  the  main 
sources  of  revenue, together  with  nearly 
all  the  departmental  receipts,  and  bear 
the  responsibility  of  the  whole,  or  a 
fixed  proportion,  of  the  charges  under 
most  of  the  heads.  The  prolmble  posi- 
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tion  of  the  several  local  Governments 
is  then  carefully  examined,  and  a 
specific  sum  in  each  case  is  either 
added  to  or  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  the  provincial  revenues.  The  last 
agreements  were  made  in  1887,  and 
lasted  till  1892,  so  that  the  present 
year  has  seen  their  revision,  and  the 
fixing  of  fresh  terms  for  another  period 
of  five  years.  The  estimate  framed  in 
1887  gave  a  virtual  equilibrium  to  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Provin- 
cial Governments.  Their  revenue, 
however,  during  the  five  years  was- 
better  than  the  estimate  in  every  case 
except  that  of  the  North- West  Pro- 
vinces ;  and,  on  the  whole,  they  re- 
ceived more  by  Ex. 6,101,300  than 
the  estimate  of  expenditure  which  they 
were  expected  to  meet.  -  Of  this  annuGd 
amount  they,  in  1890-91,  contributed 
Bx.490,000  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government  of  India,  and  they  spent 
Bx.5,281,700  on  their  various  adminis- 
trations. According  to  the  revised 
estimate  for  last  year  the  total  pro- 
vincial revenues  were  better  than  the 
estimates  of  1887-8  by  Ex  .2,042,700,. 
and  of  this  sum  they  have  now  been 
required,  as  the  basis  of  the  fresh 
agreements,  to  contribute  to  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  Government  of 
India  Ex. 466,300  annually,  or  between 
one-fourth  and  one-fifth  of  their  im- 
proved revenues,  the  remainder  being 
left  in  their  own  hands.  This  contri- 
bution is,  in  fact,  the  Betum  that  ia 
demanded  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments for  the  favourable  bargain  that 
was  made  with  them  five  years  ago. 
No  doubt  the  Provincial  Governments 
would  have  liked  to  retain  the  entire 
sum ;  no  doubt  the  Government  of 
India  would  have  been  glad  to  leave 
it  to  them,  if  possible ;  for  there  is- 
scarcely  a  branch  of  provincial  ad- 
ministration that  womd  not  be  the 
better  for  an  increased  expenditmre. 
But,  inasmuch  as  this  would  have  in- 
volved additional  taxation,  whidi  the- 
Government  of  India  is  in  the  last 
degree  anxious  to  avoid,  such  a  com- 
plete surrender  of  these  funds  was  im- 
possible. Now,  although,  unfortunately, 
I  have  myself  no  surplus  to  dispose  of,. 
I  may  remind  the  House  that  in  1889-9(> 
there  was  a  surplus  of  Bx.3,6ia,000» 
^nd   m   1890-91    of  Bx.3,688,000,. 
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inainly  due  to  the  rise  in  the  selling 
price  of  opiam  and  to  the  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  rise  in  the  exchange 
value  of  the  rupee.  Well,  Sir,  the 
House  may  like  to  know  what  has  been 
done  with  this  surplus  of  Bx.6,300,000 
in  the  two  years.  In  England,  of 
course,  a  surplus  so  acquired  is  devoted 
by  law  to  the  reduction  of  debt ;  but  this 
surplus  of  Bx.6,300,000  has  been 
practically  devoted  to  the  construction 
of  railways  and  other  projected  public 
works  in  India,  and  it  has  enabled  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  amount  they 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  borrow, 
and  to  dispense  for  the  third  year 
in  succession  with  the  necessity  of 
raising  a  loan.  A  word  or  two  now 
an  to  the  debt  of  India.  Although, 
as  I  have  just  said,  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  able  to  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  borrowing  in 
India,  yet  in  the  three  years  under 
review  there  has  been  in  England  an 
addition  to  the  debt  of  £6,491,452, 
more  than  half  of  which  was  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  the  South  Indian 
Railway.  The  remainder  has  been 
used  for  advances  to  companies  under 
engagement  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  construction  of  railways  in 
India,  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
sanctioned  by  Parliament,  by  which 
the  Government  is  raabled  to  borrow  on 
behalf  of  the  oompaiiies  at  a  lower  rate 
of  interest  than  they  eould  procure  for 
themselves.  Before  leaving  this  ques- 
tion of  the  debt  of  India,  I  may  mention 
that  perhaps  a  better  test  than  any 
other  of  the  stability  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  is  furnished  by  the  high 
credit  which  it  enjoys  in  the  City  of 
London.  In  illustration  of  this  I  may 
state  than  an  issue  of  £1,300.000  India 
three  per  cent,  stock  was  offered  In 
April  of  the  present  year,  and  was 
subscribed  for  at  an  average  rate  of 
£96  IBs.  4d.,  equivalent  to  norrowing 
at  somewhat  less  than  three  and  one- 
tenth  per  cent.,  figures  which  I  think 
must  be  extremely  gratifying.  Another 
advantage  of  this  good  credit  is  that 
the  Government  of  India  has  been 
enabled  in  recent  years,  and  is  still 
continuing,  to  reduce  the  interest  upon 
theirdebt.  mie  Committee  will  perhaps 
have  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
nuocessfnl  conversion  of  the  four  and 
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a-half  per  cent,  rupee  loans,  mention 
of  which  has  been  made  in  the 
speeches  of  my  predecessors.  In 
1878-79  the  Government  of  India 
raised  debt  bearing  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  interest,  with  the  view  of  con- 
verting their  five  and  a  half  per  cent, 
debt  into  it ;  and  one  of  the  conditions 
of  the  new  loan  was  that  it  should  not 
be  liable  to  discharge  till  the  15th 
September,  1893,  or  any  subsequent 
date  of  which  three  months'  notice 
should  have  been  given.  The  amount 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  debt  so 
existing  on  the  31st  March,  1890,  was 
Bx.20,480,313.  On  the  25th  June^ 
1890,  the  Government  of  India  made 
an  offer  to  the  holders  to  exchange- 
their  securities  for  notes  bearing  four 
per  cent,  interest,  receiving  at  once,  in 
anticipation,  the  additional  half  per 
cent,  per  annum  which  otherwise 
would  be  payable  till  September, 
1893.  The  amount  so  converted  was 
Bx. 8,073, 620  ;  and,  some  minor  sums 
having  been  discharged,  the  amount 
outstanding  on  the  29th  February,  1892, , 
was  about  Bx.12,126,900.  The  Govern- 
ment have  now  issued  a  new  notice, 
dated  the  6th  instant,  by  which  the 
remaining  holders  are  invited  to  accept 
four  per  cent,  securities  from  the  30th 
June,  1892,  foregoing  the  additional 
half  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  next 
fifteen  months.  This  offer  we  can 
afford  to  make  less  favourable  than 
that  made  in  1890,  because  the  four 
per  cent,  stock  stands  in  the  Indian 
market  at  the  present  time  at  108, 
while  those  who  do  not  accept  the 
offer  are  liable  to  be  paid  off  at  par. 
The  Government  of  India  have  reserved 
the  right  of  withdrawing  the  offer  if  it 
thinks  that  a  sufBcient  amount  has 
been  converted,  but  otherwise  it  will 
remain  open  till  the  15th  July,  1892. 
Well,  Sir,  the  object  I  have  in  making 
these  remu*k8  is  to  show  the  credit  we 
enjoy  and  the  savings  we  make.  By 
the  conversion  made  in  1890  there  will 
be  an  annual  saving  after  1893  of 
Rx.40,318.  to  which  will  be  added 
upwardsof  Bx60,000 if  the  whole  amount 
of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  rupee 
loans  now  outstanding  is  discharged. 
After  this  strictly  financial  part  of  my 
statement,  I  may  perhaps,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Committee,  before  I  re- 
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sume  my  seat,  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
a  question  which  has  attracted  great 
interest  in  this  House — namely,  the 
recent  scarcity  and  distress  that  have 
arisen  in  various  parts  of  India.  The 
matter  is  one  that,  of  course,  has  its 
financial  aspect,  hecanse  it  affects  very 
materially  the  increase  of  the  Estimates. 
The  Committee  will  remember  that  at 
an  earlier  period  of  this  Session  a  dis- 
■cussion  was  raised  upon  this  question 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal 
{Mr.  MacNeill)  on  a  Motion  for  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House.  On  that 
occasion  I  did  not  attempt  to  minimise 
the  gravity  of  the  circumstances,  such 
as  tney  were,  but  I  assured  the  House 
that  the  Grovernment  were  conscious 
of  their  great  responsibility  and  were 
acting  up  to  it,  and  that  the  prospects 
were  oy  no  means  so  bad  or  so  serious 
as  some  ill-informed  persons  would 
lead  us  to  expect,  and,  as  regards  the 
particular  charges  which  the  hon. 
Member  thought  fit  to  bring  either 
against  the  Government  or  against 
independent  officers,  that  those  charges 
had  not  one  shred  of  foundation.  I  had 
at  that  time  to  submit  to  the  charge 
-of  official  optimism  which  is  so 
frequently  levelled  against  this  Bench, 
but  I  suDmitted  with  perfect  grace, 
looking  forward  to  the  revenge'which  I 
hoped  to  be  able  to  take  when  I  was 
called  upon  to  make  this  statement  to 
the  House ;  and,  though  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Donegal  is  not  here  on 
the  present  occasion,  I  hope,  in  the 
intervals  of  electioneering,  he  may  find 
time  to  read  the  statement  which  I 
now  have  the  pleasure  of  placing  before 
the  House.  lam  happy  to  say  that 
both  the  statements  I  then  made  and 
the  predictions  in  which  I  indulged — 
both  of  which  were  characterised  at 
the  time  as  unduly  optimistic — as  to 
the  conduct  of  alfairs  and  as  to  the 
future  have  been  amply  verified  by 
resiJts.  I  have  here  two  recent  tele- 
grams from  the  Viceroy  of  India,  dated 
the  i5th  and  19th  June  respectively. 
The  upshot  of  these  telegrams  is  that 
the  expected  monsoon  has  set  in  earher 
than  usual  on  both  coasts,  and,  although 
light  at  present,  has  given  sufficient 
rain  in  Bengal  to  remove  all  anxiety 
and  to  supply  ample  food  and  water  to 
cattle ;  that  the  number  on  relief  works 
Mr.  Citrzon 


has  already  fallen  by  ten  thousand ; 
that  in  Madras  the  monsoon  has 
favourably  affected  considerable  dis- 
tricts, and  is  expected  later  on  to  do 
the  same  in  others.  With  a  view  of 
showing  the  Committee  the  manner  and 
the  extent  of  the  steps  which  were 
taken  by  the  Government,  and  are 
being  taken  at  this  very  moment,  to 
meet  the  distress,  I  may  mention  that 
the  latest  figures  give  the  number  on 
the  relief  works  at  248,000,  and  16,000 
in  receipt  of  gratuitous  relief,  while 
large  sums  have  been  advanced  to 
landholders  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
vide employment  for  the  poor  on  their 
estates,  and  there  has  also  been  a  large 
suspension  of  revenue.  The  financial 
loss  to  the  Indian  Treasury  up  to  the 
Slst  March  of  the  present  year  entailed 
by  this  scarcity  has  been  as  follows: — 
Relief  Expenditure,  Ex.  233,000  : 
Advances  on  Loan,  Rx.  233,000  ;  Sus- 
pension of  Revenue,  Rx.  381,000 ;  total, 
Rx.  847,000.  Some  of  this  will  no  doubt 
be  recovered  in  the  present  financial 
year,  but  it  does  not  include  the  outlay 
incurred  in  the  Native  States.  I  re- 
member on  the  former  occasion  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Donegal  said,  with 
a  want  of  restraint  which  I  noted  at 
the  time,  that  people  were  perishing  by 
thousands  in  India  from  starvation,  l 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  last  telegram 
from  the  Government  of  India  con- 
tains the  following  statement : — 

"  No  case  of  starration  or  even  of  serious 
emaciation  has  come  to  U^t,  notwithstanding 
the  vigilant  inspection  maintained  by  the  local 
officials." 

And,  although  the  death-rate,  it  is  per- 
fectly true,  rose  considerably  above  its 
normal  level  at  the  end  of  last  year,  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  year,  due 
in  many  cases  to  cholera  and  other 
concomitants  of  the  prevailing  distress, 
yet  in  the  bulk  of  the  a£fectea  districts 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  mortality  is 
returning  to  its  normal  level,  while, 
owing  to  the  great  railway  de\elop- 
ment  of  recent  years  in  India,  food 
supplies  have  never  failed  in  any  one 
of  those  imperilled  regions^  and  prices 
have  never  anywhere  risen  to  anything 
like  the  figures  they  did  in  the  last  great 
visitation.  These  facts,  which  I  place 
before  the  House,  are  I  think  en- 
couraging for  the  future.    If  this 
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monsoon  brings  with  it  good  rain,  I 
hope  by  the  olessing  of  Providence 
that  the  danger  which  was  anticipated 
may  be  averted ;  that  scarcity  wiU  not 
anywhere  deepen,  as  it  has  not  hitherto 
deepened,  into  famine ;  and  also  that 
the  experience  gained  may  fit  us  to  face 
with  equal  or  greater  ability  the  re- 
currence of  distress  in  years  to  oome. 
I  will  conclude  by  apologising  to  the 
Committee  for  the  necessarily  tedious 
characterof  the  statement  which  I  hare 
been  called  upon  to  make,  although  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  hon.  Menibers 
have  to  some  extent  discounted  the 
necessity  for  that  apology  by  the 
almost  complete  unanimity  with  which 
they  have  absented  themselves  from 
these  iHoceedings.  I  thank  those 
bon.  Members  who  have  been  here 
to  listen  to  me,  and  I  hope  that 
next  year  I  or  someone  else  in  my 
place  may  be  able  to  make  a  more 
interesting  statement  to  a  more 
interested  and  a  fuller  House  of 
Commons.  I  move  the  Besolution 
that  stands  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"Thkt  U  appears,  by  the  Accoanti  laid 
before  this  Hotue,  that  the  total  Reveoue  of 
lodia  for  the  yew  endioR  the  Slit  day  of 
March,  1891.  waa  Rx.65,741,649 ;  that  the 
total  Expenditure  ic  India  and  in  En^od 
charged  agunet  the  Revenne  was  Rx. 
82,063,478;  that  there  was  a  surplus  of 
Revenue  ow  Bxpenditnre  of  Rx.3,688,171 ; 
and  that  the  eai^tal  OntlMr  on  Railways  and 
Irrigation  Works  was  Ifat3,365,e32."— (Jfr. 

(8.55.)  Sm  EICHABB  TEMPLE 
(Worcester,  Evediam) :  I  am  not  at  all 
dismayed  by  the  spectacle  of  the  desert 
of  green  benches  around  me,  because  I 
know  well  that,  through  the  kindness 
of  our  friends  in  the  Press  Gallery, 
what  we  say  here  is  reported  both  to 
Knglsmd  and  to  India.  I  desire  now 
to  express  my  satisfaction  that  at  all 
events  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Se- 
cretary for  India  has  returned  to  his 
place,  for  that  gives  me  an  opportunity 
of  congratulating  him  personally  upon 
the  statement  which  he  has  just  made. 
It  was  but  likely  that  he  would  make 
such  a  statement,  because  I,  for  one, 
am  indined  to  believe  in  all  that  he 
says  about  India.  I  recollect  that  he 
gave  the  best  account  I  ever  saw  of  the 
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whole  length  of  the  north-west  frontier 
of  India — a  region  with  which  I  am 
myself  intimately  acquainted  inch  by 
inch — while  his  subsequent  studies  in 
Central  Asia  and  in  Persia  have  given 
him  much  prdliminary  qualification  for 
dealing  wiui  Indian  questions.  I  may 
further  congratulate  my  bon.  Friend 
upon  the  excellent  mumer  in  which  he 
has  prepared  his  case.  He  has  stated 
his  figmres  with  remarkable  lucidity 
and  accuracy ;  and  I  would  commend 
all  his  commentaries  and  remarks  to 
the  confidence  both  of  this  House  and 
of  the  country  at  large.  Now,  I  may 
report  to  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  just 
before  you  took  the  Chair  to  preside 
over  the  remainder  of  our  deliberations 
this  evening  the  hon.  Member  for 
FUntshire,  who  has  had,  I  believe,  to 
leave  ue  to  oatch  a  train,  poured  forth 
his  annual  flood  of  well-intraiticmed  and 
sincerely  -  designed  pessimisms  over 
India  in  the  House  of  Comipons ;  but 
that  flood  will  have  become  shallow 
and  almost  dried  up  by  the  sunlight  of 
official  figures  which  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Under  Secretary  has  presented,  as 
I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  show. 
My  hon.  Friend  said  that  his  statement 
would  not  be  gratifying.  I  am  afraid 
he  hardly  did  himself  justice;  he  was 
far  too  modest.  I  contend  that  it  was 
in  all  reiroects  a  most  gratifying  state- 
ment. I  have  heard  mcmy  sooh  state- 
ments delivered  ;  but  I  never  heard  one 
which  gave  me  greater  confidence  in 
the  future  stability  of  Indian  finance, 
despite  all  sinister  anticipations,  than 
the  statement  to  which  we  havehstened 
to-night.  What  does  it  show  ?  There 
was,  in  the  first  place,  one  year  of 
abundant  surplus  following  the  failures 
of  what  my  hon.  Friend  calls  the 
famine  years.  That  rioh  jeax  was 
followed  by  two  years  not  so  good ;  but 
the  second  year  and  the  third  year 
have  both  been  .  marked  by  surpluses. 
In  the  second  year  we  have  a  limited 
surplus,  and  in  the  third  year  a  small 
surplus,  which  was  disparaged  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Flintshire, 
but  which  is  shown  in  the  financial 
statement  to  be  after  all  better  than 
was  at  first  supposed.  My  hon.  Friend 
opposite  says  that  the  narrow  surplus 
mu.  not  be  maintained,  but  the  tgarea 
tnrodnced  hejre  show  that  it  will  be 
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more  than  maintained.  The  House 
will  kmdly  observe  that  the  first  year 
of  abundant  surplus  is  followed  by  two 
years  of  narrow  surpluses,  and  that  in 
these  two  yeaxa  this  fairly  satisfactory 
result  has  been  achieved,  despite  the 
most  tremendous  disadvantages.  My 
hon.  Friend  was  quite  right  in  using 
the  word  tremendous,  for  the  loss  by 
exchange  can  only  be  characterised  by 
that  term.  My  hon.  Friend  further 
showed  that  there  had  been  a  loss  of 
nearly  a  million  by  the  famine,  meaning 
thereby  a  loss  in  point  of  revenue  and 
an  addition  to  expenditure.  Yet, 
despite  these  awful  disadvantages,  still 
a  surplus  has  been  effected.  Could 
India  show  stronger  evidence  of  the 
stability  of  her  financial  condition  than 
this?  And  when  one  comes  to  con- 
sider the  causes  why  India  has  been 
able  to  keepher  head  so  well  above  water 
in  certain  times  of  monetary  misfortune 
it  oannot  but  be  seen  that  they  are 
most  eatisfaotory.  In  the  first  place 
the  revenue  has  been  not  only  main- 
tained, but  has  gone  on  increasing. 
The  land  Tax  yields  better  and  better 
resnitB  every  year,  notvrithstanding  the 
temporary  suspensions  and  remissions 
on  account  of  famine.  The  Income  Tax 
Betums  are  also  most  satisfactory. 
Then  the  Salt  Tax  shows  an  increase, 
the  Excise  Revenue  and  the  Customs 
Bevenue  show  an  increase  enough  to 
counterbalance  any  possible  trouble 
there  may  be  in  the  opium  revenue.  It 
is  this  constant  growth  of  revenue  and 
KMoeipts  in  almost  all  Departments 
except  opium  which  enables  India  to 
sustain  the  stability  of  her  finances 
despite  these  grievous  disadvantages, 
which  are  admitted.  There  is  another 
satisfactory  feature,  and  that  is  the 
good  management  of  India.  The 
figures  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary  has  produced  give 
proof  of  that  good  management  in 
every  Department.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Committee  fully  follows 
the  details  of  what  my  hon.  Eriend  said 
regarding  the  provincial  finances,  but  I 
can  assure  the  Committee  that  the 
statement  afforded  the  most  remark- 
able instance  of  the  good  financial 
and  administrative  management  of  the 
Government  of  India.  But  there  is  a 
still  further  reason,  and  that  is  the 
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progress  of  public  improvements.  Her 
railways  and  canals  have  enabled 
India  to  bear  \ip  against  misfortune,  and 
I  hope  the  House  observed  that  these 
excellent  works  have  during  the  past 
three  years  been  carried  out  with  very 
little  addition  to  the  Public  Debt.  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  showed  that 
it  was  by  the  husbanding  first,  and  the 
utilising  afterwards,  of  the  cash 
balances  which  had  accrued  during  the 
cycle  of  fat  years  vrith  which  her 
finances  had  been  visited.  Another 
reason  is  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
people.  The  hon.  Member  for  Flint- 
shire has  stoted,  perhaps  for  the  tenth 
time  in  the  House,  that  the  people  of 
India  axe  poverty-stricken,  and  I  have 
to  repeat  my  denial,  also  for  the  tenth 
time,  that  they  are  poverty-stricken. 
It  has  been  proved  by  the  extension  of 
their  trade,  of  their  agriculture,  of 
their  manufactures,  of  their  industries, 
of  everything  that  constitutes  the 
prosperity  of  a  people.  The  enormous 
increase  of  the  population  is  another 
reason  why  India  has  been  able  to  bear 
up  against  monetary  misfortunes.  Her 
popmation  is  increasing  more  rapidly 
than  the  population  of  any  other 
country.  Every  year  adds  between 
two  and  three  millions  of  taxpayers  to 
British  India,  and  that  increase  is 
something  to  go  on  with.  Is  it  siu-- 
prising  that,  with  a  population  increas- 
mg  at  so  unique  a  rate,  India  should 
be  able  to  bear  up  against  monetary 
misfortune?  Another  reason  is  the 
gradual  rednotiou  of  the  National  Debt 
and  of  the  interest  upon  that  Debt. 
This  brings  me  to  the  point  of  ex- 
change. Now,  there  is  no  denying  the 
great  misfortune  which  this  brings 
upon  the  Indian  Exchequer,  and  most 
of  all  upon  our  unfortimate  fellow- 
countrymen.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kensington  (Sir  Boper 
Lethbridge)  knows  as  well  as  I  how  it 
affects  all  branches  of  the  Uncove* 
nanted  Civil  Service  and  also  members 
of  the  Civil  Service.  Many  of  them  in- 
vested their  money  in  Indian  Securities 
on  the  faith  that  the  value  of  the  rupee 
would  be  sustained,  and  investments 
coming  from  such  a  quarter  have 
always  added  to  the  public  credit  of 
the  Indian  Exchequer.  These  men 
have  aafifered  enormoaBly.  If  they  had 
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known  what  was  going  to  happen,  they 
would  have  invested  their  savings  in 
European  Securities.  But  I  venture 
to  say  this  cheapness  of  silver  has 
something  to  do  with  the  prosperity  of 
India.  It  has  undoubtedly  benefited 
her  industries,  and,  therefore,  if  India 
loses  in  some  respects  through  the  fall 
of  exchange,  she  gains  in  other 
respects,  and  I  am  not  sure  whether 
the  loss  which  she  sustains  in  her  ex- 
penditure by  the  fall  in  exchange  is 
not  partially,  if  not  wholly,  recouped 
by  ^e  gain  in  her  revenue  hrom  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  people, 
to  which  the  cheapness  of  sil- 
ver conduces.  All  these  are 
very  satisfactory  explanations  of  the 
reasons  why  the  condition  of  India 
is  so  improved  that  she  is  able  to  sus- 
tain truly  fearful  losses  through  the 
&11  in  the  rate  of  exchange.  The 
Under  Secretary  has  expired  the 
magnitude  of  these  losses.  They  are 
almost  unique  in  the  l^tonr  of  the 
finance  of  any  nation,  and  yet,  in 
spite  of  that,  there  India  is  with  her 
public  works  developed,  with  her 
military  and  civil  establishments 
thoroughly  well  maintained  and  de- 
veloped, and  with  her  public  improve- 
ments constantly  progressing.  You 
have  nothing  stinted,  but  everything 
provided  for  on  an  extensive  scale  for 
the  general  good  of  the  country.  When 
I  was  Finance  Minister,  if  I  had  had 
BOoh  losses  I  should  have  been  driven 
to  despur.  We  must  have  doubled  the 
Income  Tax,  and  resorted  to  a  hundred 
dangerous  devices.  It  seems  to  me 
astounding  that  India  should  have 
borne  sucH  losses,  and  it  speaks  volumes 
with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country  within  the  last  generation.  I 
think  the  Committee  and  the  country 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  existing 
state  of  things  as  shown  by  the  Budget 
this  evening.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Flintshire  said  we  were  gradually  ap- 
proaching the  verge  of  the  precipice  of 
national  insolvency.  He  made  the  most 
of  any  losses  from  opium,  and  belittled 
the  progress  we  had  made  in  the  other 
branches  of  the  Bevenue.  To  hear  him 
describing  the  finances  of  India  you 
would  think  we  were  in  a  rapid  de- 
cline, which  must  end  in  insolvency. 
But  at  this  moment  the  credit  of 
India  in  the  Money  Market  stands 


as  high,  if  not  higher,  than  ever.  It 
is  quite  clear  that  those  who  are  best 
able  to  judge,  who  are  bound  to  inform 
themselves  properly,  because  their  own 
interests  are  concerned,  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  credit  of 
India  is  good,  that  the  people  are 
strong  and  are  rising  in  wealth 
and  prosperity,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  thoroughly  to  be  relied  upon. 
Those  who  are  best  able  to  judge  and 
to  inform  themselves  on  the  subject 
have  oome  to  the  concluuon  that  the 
credit  of  India  is  good,  that  the  country 
is  rising  in  wealth  and  prosperity,  and 
that  the  Government  is  to  be  thoroughly 
reUed  upon.  The  power  of  reducing, 
the  interest  on  the  National  Debt  from 
year  to  year  is  adding  still  further  to 
the  stability  of  the  national  finance. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  has 
referred  to  the  military  expenditure  as 
something  which  could  be  cut  and 
carved  about  at  pleasure.  That  is  not 
the  case.  The  Under  Secretary  himself, 
in  his  excellent  book  on  Central  Asia, 
has  indicated  the  forces  which  Bussia 
may  bring  to  bear  on  the  Indian 
frontier,  and  the  forces  with  which 
England  could  reply.  Those  who 
understand  the  miUtary  conditions  of 
Asia  know  that  the  only  question  is 
whether  or  not  our  forces  are  adequate. 
No  man  can  doubt  that  the  army  of 
India  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  no 
larger  than  is  necessaxy,  not  for  a^^res- 
sion,  but  merely  for  the  defence  of 
India.  It  is  idle  to  talk  about  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  army  expenditure,  and  it 
would  be  misleading  the  House  to  hold 
out  any  hope  of  such  reduction.  Neither 
is  there  any  reasonable  hope  of  a 
serious  reduction  in  the  Civil  Service 
expenditure.  That  is  necessary  for 
the  due  progress  and  good  government 
of  the  country.  The  only  nope  is  of  a 
constant  augmentation  of  revenue  pro- 
ceeding from  the  nowing  prosperity 
of  the  country  and  thephysiml,  moral, 
and  mental  development  of  the  people. 
Of  that  I  have  the  greatest  hope,  and 
I  never  have  felt  more  confident  of  it 
than  when  I  was  listening  to  the  spirit* 
stirring  record  which  has  been  given  to 
the  House  to-night.  Seldom  has  there 
been  exhibited  a  grander  and  nobler 
case  of  a  nation  of  Asiatics  struggling 
successfully  against  monetary  mis- 
fortune. 
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(9.32.)    Mk.    MOETON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  can  understand  the  speeoh 
we  have  just  listened  to  from  the  hon. 
Baronet,  who  no  doubt  knows  a  great 
deal  about  India.    The  hon.  Baronet 
always  takes  the  purely  official  Tiew 
of  Indian  afEiairs,  which  assumes  that 
everything  is  right  as  it  is,  whatever 
Government  is  in  power,  so  long  as 
they  are  spending  plenty  of  money  on 
British  officials  of  all  sorts  and  sizes. 
At  the  same  time,  I  believe  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  takes  a  kinder  view  of 
the  people  of  India  than  do  some  other 
I>eople.    I  do  not  agree  with  him  as  to 
the  expenditure  on  military  affairs.  I 
believe  that  a  great  deal  too  much 
money  is  spent  on  the  axmy  in  India, 
owin^  to  a  scare  of  what  Bussia  might 
do  with  r^ard  to  it.   If  the  people  of 
India  were  allowed  to  help  to  govern 
their  own  country,  the  expenditure 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  reduced  and 
greater  security  would  be  achieved. 
Instead  of   spending   so   much  on 
military  affairs,  more  money  should  be 
devoted  towards  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  by  that  means  make  it  im- 
possible to  attack  India  from  the  outside. 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  wrong 
that  we  should  create  such  a  large 
revenue  in  connection  with  tm  artide 
that  causes  degradation  wherever  it 
goes,  and  considering  the  professions 
we  make  we  ought  rather  to  endeavour 
to  do  away  with  opium  and  discover 
other  means  of  raising  our  revenue.  I 
should  Uke  to  see  a  reduction  of  the 
salt  tax,  and  to  see  also  more  money 
spent  on  education.   If  any  country  is 
to  be  govOTued  properly,  it  must  be  by 
educauon,  and  by  making  the  people 
interested  in  the  conduct  of  affairs. 
Hien  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  of  in- 
creased expenditure  on  publicworksand 
railways.    The  late  John  Bright  many 
years  ago  said  in  tli'ij  connection  that 
if  we  had  spent  on  public  works  and 
improvements  one  ti^e  the  money  de- 
voted to    warlike  operations,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  or  danger  in 
regard  to  India.     Having  undertaken 
responubility  in  connection  with  that 
country,  it  is  our  duty  to  so  direct 
afbirs  tlut  the  people  may  live  in  a 


decent  and  proper  manner.     Surely  it 
ought  to  be  possible  to  diminish  the 
loss  of  life   and   decrease  suffering 
caused  by  famine.    When  I  consider 
all    these    elements    it    seems  to 
me  that   we   are,    in  relation  to 
India,  spending  too  much  on  pensions 
or-   8Ux>erumuation,    although  per- 
haps   this    country    has    set  the 
Indian  Government  a  bad  example. 
A   poor  country  like  India  cannot 
afford  to  pay  the  large  sums  I  notice 
in  these  accounts  for  superannuation 
without  the  people  being  impoverished. 
If  the  charges  for  superannuation  can 
be  reduced  it  will  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  India  and  a  credit  to 
us  as  the  governing  country.   The  hon . 
Baronet  in  the  course  of  his  speech  said 
that  we  were  governing  India  on  a 
most  expensive  scale.   I  believe  he  is 
right.   Economy  is  needed  in  India 
perhaps  more  than  in  En^and.  The 
hon.  Baronet  also  made  some  remarks 
about  Indian  credit  being  good  in  the 
City  of  London.    This  country  is  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  money  borrowed 
by  the  Indian   Government,   and  it 
therefore  seems  to  me  that  Indian 
credit  means  British  credit,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  money  shoold  not  be 
obtained  for  various  purposes  by  the 
Indian  Government  at  the  same  low 
ralo  of  interest  as  it  can  be  borrowed 
when  the  British  Government  requires 
it  for  this  country  or  for  the  Colonies. 
Considering  the  large  sums  concerned 
in  these  accounts,  I  am  sorry  that  we 
have  not  taken  the  peopleof  Indiamore 
fully  into  our  confidence  and  given  them 
a  greater  share  in  the  government  of 
their  own  country,  and  by  that  means 
obtained  their  assistance  in  preventing 
any  outside  attacks  upon  that  lai^ 
Dependency.   I  believe  the  only  pos- 
sible way  to  make  that  country  safe, 
and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the  very 
large  annual  expenditure  for  warlike 
affairs,  is  by  getting  the  population  of 
India  interested  in  their  own  affairs- 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not 
time  to  consider  these  fintmcial  matters 
at  greater  len^h,  and  it  is  especially 
to  DC  regretted  that  the  Indian  Budget 
is  not'  brought   before   the  House 
until    80  late    a    period   of  the 
Session.   No  doubt  when  we  have  given 
tiie  various  nationalities  of  this  country 
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that  Home  Bule  thoy  are  crying  out  for, 
and  so  divest  this  Hoase  qf  a  lot  of 
local  business  that  can  be  better  done 
in  the  various  countries,  we  shall  have 
more  time  to  consider  the  financial 
affairs  of  India  as  well  as  other  im- 
portant qoestiouB. 

(9.30.)  Sir  WILLIAM  PLOW- 
DEN  :  I  do  not  altogether  agree 
with  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir 
'Bichard  Temple)  as  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  reducing  the  civil  expendi- 
ture of  India,  which  of  course  forms 
a  large  portion  of  the  Accounts 
that  have. been  presented  to  us.  I 
admit  that  the  reduction  that  can  be 
made  is  not  large,  but  still  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  attempt  to 
reduce  the  expenditure  if  it  is  only  by 
a  sniall  amount.  And  I  will  again  im- 
press upon  the  Government  the  pro- 
priety of  endeavouring  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Army 
Commission  which  sat  a  few  years  ( 
ago  with  respect  to  reducing  the  ex- 
penditure upon  the  miUtary  commands 
in  Madras  and  Bombay.  There  might 
certainly  be  a  considerable  saving 
effected  in  that  direction.  I  should 
like  to  obtain  some  explanation  from 
the  hon.  Member  in  charge  (Mr.  Curzon) 
with  regard  to  the  non-effective  charges, 
which  seem  to  have  increased  in  every 
way.  These  non-effective  charges  are 
enormous,  and  an  investigation  into 
them  would,  I  believe,  show  the  possi- 
bility of  their  being  greatly  reduced. 
I  fully  cononr  with  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  regard  to  the  greatly 
improved  condition  of  the  masses  of 
the  population  in  India.  A  Beport,  I 
understand,  has  lately  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
dealing  especially  with  the  material 
conditions  of  the  population  of  Madras. 
I  asked  some  time  ago  across  the  floor 
of  the  House  whether  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  placing  that  Beport 
on  the  Table  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
public.  Considering  that  it  is  a  Beport 
drawn  up  by  a  gentleman  unconnected 
with  the  Service,  and  is  of  a  highly 
satisfactory  character,  I  think  we 
should  have  some  assurance  thaA  it 
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should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
public. 

•(9.34.)  Mb.  CUEZON:  The  re- 
marks which  have  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  deserve  some  reply.  As  regards 
the  non-effective  charges  to  which  he 
calls  attention,  I  do  not  myself  observe, 
on  reference  to  page  14,  that  there  is  the 
great  increase  of  which  ho  complains. 
We  have,  on  pages  14  and  47,  the  figures 
of  these  non-effective  chaises,  both  civil 
and  military,  stating  in  each  case  the 
actual  increase  of  me  charge  and  the 
loss  on  exchange,  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  difference  between  the  charges 
of  this  and  the  preceding  year  is  mainly 
a  matter  of  loss  on  exchange.  With 
regard  to  the  Beport  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  population  in  the  Presidency  of 
Madras,  I  may  say  that  I  have  not 
myself  had  time  to  study  that  Beport, 
but  I  believe  it  answers  to  the  description 
the  hon.  Member  has  given.  Whether 
it  is  advisable  to  pubush  the  Beport  in 
its  entirety  I  do  not  know.  I  believe 
it  is  of  considerably  greater  length  than 
the  hon.  Member  seems  to  imagine, 
but  I  have  httle  doubt  that,  if  it  is  not 
published  as  a  whole,  the  British  public 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  of  reading 
parts  oiit  in  a  shorter  form. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  Is  there  any  inten- 
tion of  reducing  the  Salt  Tax  ? 

*Mb.  CUBZON  :  The  reduction  of 
the  Salt  Tax,  as  the  hon.  Member  is 


aware,  is  one  of  those  measures  which 
are  contemplated,  and  will  be  steadily 

kept  in  view  both  by  the  Indian  Finance 
Minister  and  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  addition  to  the  Salt  Tax  four 
years  ago  was  duo  to  the  stress  of 
exceptional  circumstances,  and  a  pledge 
was  given  that,  as  soon  as  financial  con- 
ditions would  allow,  the  tax  would  be 
reduced.  That  resolution  the  Qovem- 
ment  have  no  intention  of  departing 
from.  If  the  hon.  Member  ha^  paid 
me  the  compliment  of  being  in  the 
House  and  listening  to  the  statement 
I  made  earlier  in  the  evening,  he  would 
have  ascertained  that  the  financial  con- 
dition of  India  at  present  is  not  of  a 
character  to  justify  any  such  reduction. 
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I  can  inform  the  hon.  Member,  how- 
ever, that,  so  far  from  the  consumption 
of  salt  having  decreased,  as  it  might 
have  been  expected  to  had  this  tax  been 
felt  to  be  a  serions  burden,  the  consump- 
tion has  steadily  increased  from  year  to 
year.  With  respect  to  the  price,  I  may 
say  that  it  remains  fairly  stationary. 
It  certainly  has  not  increased,  and 
there  may  nave  been  a  slight  decrease. 
I  mention  these  points  with  the  view  of 
showing  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
burden  of  taxation  is  not  so  heavy  as 
he  is  disposed  to  think.  As  regards 
the  general  pohcy  of  the  duty,  the  Go- 
vernment adhere  to  the  position  they 
have  taken  up  before,  and  we  look  for- 
ward to  the  day  wbrai  we  may  be  able 
to  reduce  the  tax  on  this  very  necessary 
article. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  I  must  express  my 
regret  that  ourcnmstanoeB  prevented  me 
from  being  in  the  House  to  hear  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
should  like  to  ask  about  the  revenue 
from  opium,  which,  so  far  as  I  can  un- 
derstand these  figures,  appears  to  be  less 
than  it  was  in  the  previous  year.  I  ask 
whether  that  was  on  account  of  the  de- 
crease in  consamption  or  of  a  decnase 
in  taxation?  I  should  like  to  know 
that  it  arises  in  consequence  of  a 
decrease  in  consumption. 

•(9.44.)  Mb.  CURZON  :  The  rise  or 
fall  of  the  Bevenue  is  not  determined 
by  the  considerations  the  hon.  Member 
refers  to.  It  depends,  in  the  firstplace, 
upon  the  state  of  the  market  for  opium 
in  China  and  elsewhere.  It  depends, 
in  the  second  place,  on  the  amount  of 
o^um  kept  in  the  reserves;  and  it 
depends,  in  the  third  place, 
on  the  quality  and  extent  of  the 
crop  which  is  raised  from  year  to  year. 
These  are  factors  which  are  fluctuating, 
and  cannot,  therefore,  be  relied  upon, 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  predict 
the  results  from  year  to  year.  In  one 
year  we  get,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
a  rise  to  the  extent  of  800,000 
tens  of  rupees,  and  the  following  year 
there  is  a  corresponding  fall.  The 
trade  is  one  of  varying  character,  and 
it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  determine 
it  with  accuracy.  As  regards  the  policy 
of  the  Government  of  India,  that 
Mr.  Curson 


I  need  not  enlarge  upon,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  the  subject  of  a  despatch 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  probably 
seen,  and  it  has  more  than  once  been 
explained  in  this  House  by  those  who 
have  spoken  for  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment. That  policy  is  to  restrict  as  far 
as  possible  the  consumption  of  opium 
in  India. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Besolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

PUBUC  AUTHORITIES  PROTECTION 
BILL  iLordsl—OHo.  389.) 
SECOND  READINO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  second 

time." 

Mb.  MOBTON  (Peterborough):  I 
should  like  to  ask  meaning  of  this 
Bill.  I  am  always  suspicious  of  any- 
thing that  comes  from  the  House  of 
Lords,  especially  when  they  are  in  a 
hurry,  and  especially  when  they  adjourn 
without  any  reason,  as  they  did  last 
week. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
he  is  not  entitled  to  ^leak  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  those 

terms. 

Mb.  MOBTON  :  Very  weU,  Sur,  but 
I  hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Qraitle- 
man  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  will  give 
us  some  explanation  of  this  Bill. 
In  the  Schedule  at  the  end  I  see  an 
Act  for  the  punishment  of  idle  and  ^b- 
orderly  persons,  for  the  suppression  of 
certain  games,  and  so  forth.  It  may 
be  all  very  well,  but  what  is  the 
meaning  of  it  ?  I  should  say  it  ought 
to  have  gone  to  a  Select  Committee,  so 
that  we  might  know  that  the  matter 
had  been  looked  into  by  the  proper 
persons.  If  the  Government  say  ^ey 
nave  looked  into  it  that  would  be  some- 
thing. 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
BioHABD  Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight)  : 
The  matter  has  been  carefully  investi- 
gated  by  those  whom  the  hon.  Qentle- 
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man  calls  the  proper  persons.  Under 
a  nomber  of  existing  Acts,  tiie  periods 
of  time  for  notice  of  action  vary  very 
much,  and  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
reduce  the  period  of  notice  in  all  the 
Acts  in  the  Schedule  to  one  period. 
Nothing  is  done  beyond  that  with 
regard  to  the  Acts  in  the  Schedule,  and 
the  Bill  is  sim^y  a  Consolidation  Bill 
to  simplify  the  law. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  fmd  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

OAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

ILordel 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDER    (GLASGOW,    &e.)  BILL 
[Zonfa].— {No.  66.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  fuid  passed, 

without  Amendment. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL.— (No.  374.) 
As  amended,  considered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 

(No.  1)  BILL.— (No.  397.) 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

EDUCATION    PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION    (LONDON)  BILL 
[iorda].— (No.  412.) 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC  UOHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  4)  BILL  [Lords] 
(No.  413.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (Na  6)  BILL  lLord$J 
(N0.4U) 

Bead  a  seoond  time,  and  committed. 


LOCAL  OOVBRNHENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  16)  BILL.-(No.3ff7.) 

Ordered — 

That  the  Order  of  Slat  May,  for  referring 
the  Bill  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Billa,  be  read,  and  dioohai^ed. 

Bill  withdrawn. — (Jfr.  Long.") 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [LordaJ. 

Bead  the 'first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow,  sjid  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  429.] 

COLONIAL  STOCK  ACT  (1877)  AMEND 
MBNT  BILL  iLorda], 

Bead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  430.] 

FISHERY  BOARD   (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
[Lords}, 

Bead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  431.] 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
BILL.-(No.  422.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL.-(No.  417.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TECHNICAL    INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BiLL.-KNa  aea) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAURITIUS  LOAN  BILL.— (No.  42&) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment;  lo  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

TECHNICAL   AND  INDUSTRIAL 
INSTITUTIONS  BILL  [Lords}. 

Consequential  Amendment  made  by 
the  Lords  to  be  considered  forthwith ; 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

ARCHDEACONRY  OF  CORNWALL  BILL 
[Lorda}.-iHo.  362.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
dischai^^. 
Bill  withdrawn. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Consoli- 
dated Fund  (No.  2)  Bill ;  High  Court 
of  Justiciary  (Scotland)  Bill;  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  (Scotland) Bill; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill;  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Provisional  Order  (Bathgate 
Water)  Bill;  Local  Government  (ire- 
land)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ; 
Allotments  Provisional  Order  Bill. 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No  6)  Bill;  Amendment  to—Tech- 
nical Industrial  Institutions  Bill,  with 
a  Consequential  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  Act  to  remove  doubts  as  to 
the  meaning  of '  The  Forged  Transfers 
Act,  1891."'  [Forged  Transfers  Bill 
[Lords.l 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating 
to  Bills  of  Sale."  [Bills  of  Sale  Bill 
\Lords.^ 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  An  Act  to 
amend  •  The  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877,' 
so  far  as  regards  the  mode  of  transfer 
of  stock' to.  which  that  Act  applies." 
[Colonial  Stock  Act  (1877)  Amendment 
Bill  [Lords.'] 

And,  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland,  and  to  amend  the 
Law  in  regard  to  Sea  Fisheries  in  Scot- 
land."' [Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Bill 
[Lords.] 

Metropolitan  Hospitals,  &c., — That 
they  do  communicate  Copy  of  the 
Third  Report,  &c.,  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  their  Lordships  in 
the  present  Session  of  Parliament  on 
Metropolitan  Hospitals,  &c.,  as  desired 
by  this  House. 

BANES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND  (PAY- 
MENTS) [remuneration]. 
ResolutioD  reported ; 

"  Tfaat  it  is  expedieDt  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  the  Consolidated  Fnnd,  of  an  io- 
creaee  in  the  retnunention  Cmr  the  manage- 


{COMMONS}     {Seagoing  War  Ships).  1644 

ment  of  Treasory  Bills,  and  the  payment,  oat 
of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  for  the 
service  of  the  Irish  Xiaod  Commisaion,  of 
remuneration  for  the  management  of  Guar- 
anteed Land  Stoch,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act 
of  the  present  Session  for  making  fiuther 
provision  respoeting  certain  payments  to  the 
Banks  of  England  and  Ireland." 
Reaolution  agreed  to. 


BHITISH  COLUMBIA    [LOAN]  . 
nesolution  reported ; 

'*That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
Treasury  to  advance,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  loan  of 
£150,000  to  the  Oovernment  and  Province  of 
British  Columbia  for  the  purpoia  Of  trans- 
ferring and  settling  in  that  Provinoe  familfot 
from  Crofter  Parishes  in  Scotland,  and  to 
make  provision  tor  raising  tot  a  Umited  period 
the  snm  necessary  for  the  said  loan,  the  priih- 
cipal  moneys  so  ndsed  and  the  interest  thereon 
being  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Pond." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  Baron  Henry  da 
Worms. 

Bill  presented;  and  read  first  time.  [BID  432.] 

NAVY  (SEAGOING  WAR  SHIPS). 
Order  [3rd  August  1891]  for  Return 
relative  thereto  read,  and  discharged ; 
and,  instead  thereof : — 

Naty  (Seaooihq  Was  Ships). 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Return  of  Seagoing  War  Bhipa  in 
Commission,  in  Reserve,  and  Building,  and 
showing  the  Naval  Expenditure,  Revenue, 
Tonnage  of  Mercantile  Marine,  and  Value  of 
Seaborne  Commerce  of  various  Countries  for 
the  year  1891 :" 

"And,  Return  showing  Naval  Expenditure 
on  Seagoing  Force,  the  Value  of  Seaborne 
Commerce  (exclusive  of  interchange  with  the 
United  Kingdom),  and  the  Revenue  of  British 
self-governing  Colonies  for  the  year  189L"— 
(Lord  George  Bamition.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  314.] 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Ques- 
tion put. 
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HOUSE   OF  LORDS, 
Tuesday,  2Ut  June,  1892. 


SAX  FIRST. 

The  Viscount  Hampden,  after  the 
death  of  his  father. 

The  liord  Abingei*,  after  the  death  of 
his  father. 

ROYAL   ARTILLERY  VOLUNTEER 
FORCE. 
QUESTION.  OBSERVATIONS. 

ViacouKT  SIDMOUTH  :  Seeing  my 
noble  Friend  in  his  place,  I  wish  to 
ask  him  whether  there  would  be  any 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Eeport  of  a 
Commission  appointed  by  the  Admi- 
ralty to  examine  into  the  claims  for 
compensation,  and  to  specify  the  com- 
pensation that  will  be  due  to  the 
members  of  the  Eoyal  Artillery  Force 
which  is  now  disbanded?  I  under- 
stand that  the  Papers  are  already  in 
print,  and  have  been  seen  by  some 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  House. 

LoBD  ELPHINSTONE :  There  is 
no  objection  to  lay  the  Papers  asked 
for  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

SMALL   AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS 
BILL. 
THIBD  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third 
Beading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
d^:'—(The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  having 
a  Motion  on  the  Paper  that  this  BiU 
should  be  read  a  third  time  this  day 
six  months.  I  might  have  been  taken 
greatly  by  surprise,  this  being  a  Tues- 
day, if  I  had  been  down  in  the  country 
intending  to  be  in  time  for  the  meeting 
of  the  House  at  half  past  five, 
when  I  should  have  found  this  Bill 
had  passed.  My  Lords,  the  speech 
which  I  ventured  to  make  on  moving 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  was  never  sub- 
mitted to  me  for  correction,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  this  measure  should  be 
passed  without  full  consideration  of 
those  objections  which  I  ventured  to 

VOL.  V.      [fourth  brribs.] 


explain  to  yonr  Lordships.  My  Lords^ 
in  my  own  small  way  I  have  had  an 
experience  of  small  holdings.  There 
was  one  poor  man  had  eight  acres ;  ho 
was  employed  in  the  mines,  and  there- 
fore was  enabled  to  pay  for  the  mow- 
ing of  his  hay,  and  so  it  answered  him 
to  keep  this  small  portion  of  land; 
but,  in  fact,  unless  persons  have 
other  means,  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  go  on  with  small  holdings. 
So  far  as  my  experience  gote  I  have 
two  farms,  one  of  350  acres,  and 
another  of  50  acres ;  the  land  in  one  is 
extremely  good,  and  the  land  in  the 
other  is  not  so  good ;  therefore,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  tenant,  I  put  those  two 
farms  together,  and  I  have  never 
regretted  it.  Some  of  my  neighbours 
are  extremely  desirous  to  have  the 
best  part  of  it,  and  are  always  asking 
me  if  I  will  sub-divide  the  farm,  which 
I  certainly  never  will.  My  Lords,  the 
misfortune  of  the  present  day  is  that 
we  do  everything  in  extremes.  The 
old  system  of  Common  rights  over 
grass  was  the  foundation  of  everything 
in  Ireland,  but  it  produced  the  greatest 
confusion.  I  can  only  say  that  I  am 
ready  to  substantiate  all  I  said  on  the 
Second  Beading.  My  Lords,  if  you 
pass  this  Bill  without  having  given  full 
notice  to  the  country  that  it  is  for 
Third  Beading  to  day — for  the  Times 
has  omitted  all  mention  of  the  business 
for  the  day  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
that  not  very  truthful  journal — this  is  a 
thing  which  ought  to  be  known  by 
every  holder  of  land,  whether  gentle  or 
simple.  My  Lords,  it  woum  be  a 
disturbance  of  every  farm  in  the 
country,  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  that ; 
and  as  for  the  possession  of  a  small 
plot  of  land  without  plenty  of  capital 
to  support  it,  it  is  nothing  but  ruin. 
You  have  been  going  upon  the  Unes  of 
John  Bright  rather  too  long.  When 
Lord  Ashbourne  passed  the  first 
measure  for  the  purchase  of  land  I 
ventured  to  say  :  "  All  that  is  Bright 
must  fade,  the  Brightest  still  the 
fleetest."  He  said  to  me  "Fray  do 
not  have  that  repOTted  in  your  speech,'* 
and,  consequently,  I  omitted  it.  But 
it  is  only  too  true  that  poor  proprietors 
cannot  thrive.  When  many  years  ago 
my  wife's  father  purchased  a  farm  in 
East  Lothian  the  price  of  com  was 
sixty-three  shillings  a  quarter  ;  now  it 
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is  reduced  to  thirty  shillings,  and  it  is 
rather  a  loss  to  grow  com  ;  but, 
for  sake  of  the  straw,  and  for 
the  land,  it  has  always  been  my 
endeavour  to  grow  the  greatest 
qnuitity  of  wheat  I  can  ;  out  it 
18  not  80  good  as  that  which  comes 
from  India.  But,  my  Lords,  if 
foreigners  come  in  and  take  their  place 
in  our  markets,  surely  they  ought  to 
pay  market  dues?  Poor  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  thought  market  dues  were  in- 
jurious to  the  farmer.  My  Lords,  when 
the  late  Prince  Albert  Victor  went  to 
Sheffield  it  was  to  inaugurate  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  market  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  which  was  built  at  an  enor- 
mouft  expenditure  of  money.  But  is 
the  Duke  to  lose  hiB  rights^  to  the  fees 
for  the  use  of  that  market  ?  My  Lords, 
you  are  altogether  tending  to  confusion. 
My  Lords,  mine  is  the  speech  of  an 
old  man ;  I  give  you  Horace's  descrip- 
tion of  an  old  man,  and  you  will  see 
how  far  I  am  pictured  by  it : 

Malta  lenem  eircamvemant  incommodA ;  vel 

Qncerit,  et  ioTentis  miser  abstinet,  ao  timet 
aU ; 

Vel  quod  reB  omnes  Umide  geltdeque  miois- 
tnt; 

Dilator,  spe  longus,  iners  aviduBque  futuri, 

laudator  temporiB  act! 
Se  puero,  castigator  cenurque  minorum. 

My  Lords,  my  experience  in  this  House 
gives  me  the  right  to  explain  my 
opinions,  and  they  are  these  :  that  in 
any  measure,  involving  many  great 
and  important  principles,  you  never 
can  by  a  free  conference,  which  is 
likely  to  be  absolutely  necessary  if  the 
Amendments  are  submitted  to  the  other 
House,  get  the  House  to  remain  patient 
and  to  state  what  they  believe  to  be  the  ; 
truth.  My  Lords,  I  believe  it  would 
be  much  oetter  in  every  respect  for 
^is  Bill  not  to  have  gone  into  Com- 
mittee at  all.  There  is  a  very  strong' 
feeling,  it  is  said  in  the  Times,  against 
this  Bill  on  both  sides  of  the  House  ; 
I  do  not  know  how  far  that  is  true ; 
but  supposing,  the  Government  being 
in  a  minority  in  this  House,  a  new 
election  should  be  rife  in  the  country, 
just  consider  what  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  intimidation  and  violence  would 
ensue.  There  is  nothing  settled  in 
Ire^d ;  the  differences  between  Pro- 
testants and  Roman  Catholics  are  more 
Lord  Denman 


rife  than  ever.  My  Lords,  you  would 
hardly  recollect  what  the  author  of 
Church  and  State  said  in  the  very  first 
passage  of  his  work — he  said  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  think  that  every  re- 
ligion but  their  own  ought  to  suocntub. 
My  Lords,  the  differences  are  exagge- 
rated in  every  way.  Let  the  Septennial 
Act  have  its  full  swing,  and  that  will 
be  the  best  thing  for  this  country..  I 
never  heard  that  Her  Majesty  had  told 
her  people  that  she  would  submit  to  a 
Dissolution  under  any  circumstances. 
I  always  thought  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  a  minority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  they  were  obliged  to  resign 
— that  was  always  the  rule  in  old 
times ;  if  the  Government  had  not  a 
handsome  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  they  always  gave  the 
Sovereign  an  opportunity  to  change 
Her  Ministers.  That  is  not  so  now. 
I  am  a  friend  of  every  Govern- 
ment, and  I  wish  to  thwart 
no  Government.  For  instance,  the 
Women's  Suffrage  Bill  was  the  first 
Bill  after  the  Becess ;  but  I  with- 
drew it  beforehand,  in  order  that  any 
Government  measure  might  come  first. 
My  Lords,  it  will  not  do  to  oppress 
any  individual.  I  happen  to  have 
observed  a  great  deal  as  I  have  gone 
through  my  short  career ;  but  I  nave 
also  to  look  back  to  the  career  of  my 
respected  father,  and  to  try  to  act  as  I 
know  he  would  have  done.  My  Lords, 
you  little  understand  his  memory ;  his 
memoirs  were  most  unfairly  represented 
by  the  editor  

The  prime  MINISTER  and  S£. 

CRETAEY  OP  STATE  fob  FOREIGN 
AFF  AIRS(The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
My  Lords,  I  rise  to  order ;  the  noble 
Lord  has  not  been  anywhere  near  the 
Bill  before  the  House  for  the  last  two 
or  three  minutes. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  You  wish  to 
cloture  me  again,  do  you  ?  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you.  I  beg  leave 
to  tell  yon  that  I  have  a  right  to  refer 
in  a  Hereditary  House  to  the  best  man 
that  ever  sat  in  it.  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  ba  read  a  third 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
now'")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
otion  ("  this  day  six  months."} — (T/k 
Lord  Demum.) 
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Amendment  negatived ;  Bill  read  3* 
(according  to  order)  with  the  Amend- 
ments ;  further  Amendments  made ; 
Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

PRIVATE  AND  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILLS. 

RESOLUTION. 

The  CHAIBMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES (The  Earl  of  Morley)  : 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  the  Besola- 
tion  which  stands  in  my  name ;  the 
object  being  to  enable  Private  Bills 
that  are  intermpted  during  the  present 
Session  to  re-appear  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament  without  going 
through  the  formal  stages. 

Moved,  '*  That  such  Bills  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  Private  Bill  OEBoe  not  later  than  Three 
o'clock  OD  or  before  the  third  day  on  which 
the  Houae  iihall  ait  after  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament,  with  a  declaration  anneied  there- 
to, siftned  in  the  case  of  a  Private  Bill  by  the 
agen^  and  in  the  ease  of  a  Proviiional  OtAn 
Oinfirmation  Bill  by  an  ofBcer  of  the  Depart- 
tment  which  the  Orders  to  be  conOrmed  by 
■such  Bill  are  made,  statinij  that  the  Bill  is  the 
same  in  every  respect  aa  the  Bill  at  the  last 
41806  of  the  proceedings  thereon  lii  this  Hoose 
in  UM  prasent  Session,  and  where  any  sum  of 
money  has  been  depoHited,  as  required  by 
Standing  Order  No.  57,  that  such  deposit  has 
not  been  withdrawn,  together  with  a  certificate 
•bf  that  fact  from  the  proper  olBoer  of  the 
court  in  whieh  sach  mooey  was  deposited ; 

That  the  proceedings  on  such  Bills  shall  be 
pro  forma  only  in  regard  to  every  sta^ 
through  which  the  same  shall  have  passed  in 
the  present  Session  ;  and  that  no  new  fees  be 
■obai^^  in  regard  to  such  stages ; 

That  as  regards  all  Private  and  Provisional 
Order  Conflraiation  Bills  which  shall  have  been 
'brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
present  Seaston,  such  Bills  shall  be 
Allowed  to  proceed  to  the  same  stage  at 
which  they  shall  have  arrived  in  the 
present  Session,  on  the  same  conditions  as 
those  set  forth  in  tiie  preceding  Orders  in 
respect  to  Bills  originating  in  this  Honse ; 
the  declaration  to  be  signed  as  aforesaid, 
-stating  that  the  BUI  is  in  every  respect  the 
-same  as  when  brought  to  this  Boose  in  this 
Session ; 

That  if  an^  such  Bill  shall  have  been 
amended  in  this  House  in  the  present  Session 
the  sam  j  Amendments  shall  be  uuntted  bjr  the 
Coram. ttee  on  the  Bill ; 

Thi'.  (he  Standing  Orders  by  which  the 
prooj.'dings  on  Bills  are  rwulated  shall  not 
■apply  to  any  Printe  or  fSvvisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  whieh  shall  have  been  in- 
troduced into  Parliament  in  the  present 
'■Session,  in  regard  to  any  of  the  stages  throng 
which  the  same  shall  have  passed ; 


Ttat  all  petitions  presented  in  this  Session 
relating  to  any  Private  Bill  shall,  if  necessary, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  lo 
the  nSTt  Session ; 

That  no  petitioners  shall  be  heard  before 
the  Committee  on  any  BUI  unless  their  peti- 
tion shall  have  been  presented  within  the 
time  limited  in  the  present  Session,  unless 
that  time  shall  not  nave  expired  before  it 
closes,  in  which  case,  in  order  to  be  heard, 
their  petition  shall  he  presented  not  later  tiban 
the  fourth  dajr  on  which  the  Hoose  shall  idtin 
the  next  Session ; 

That  the  promoters  of  every  Private  or  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  Bill  whieh  shall 
have  been  introduced  into  this  House  in  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament,  and  which 
shall  have  passed  this  Hoase  and  been  sent  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  or  which  shall  be 
pending  in  this  House,  shall  have  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  same  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament, provided  that  notice  of  thetr  inten- 
tion to  do  BO  be  lodged  in  the  Private  Bill 
Office  not  later  than  Tliree  o'clock  on  tlu  day 
prior  to  the  close  of  the  present  Session,  and 
that  all  tees  due  thereon,  up  to  that  period,  be 
paid; 

That  an  alphabetical  list  of  ^  such  Bills, 
with  a  statement  of  the  stages  at  which  tiiey 
shall  have  arrived,  shall  be  prepared  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office,  and  printed.''— CZ%«  Earl 
of  Morley.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Eabl  of  MOBLEY  :  My  Lords 
I  beg  to  move  certain  Amendments  to 
the  Standing  Orders  of  which  I  have 
given  notice.  I  do  not  suppose  the 
House  will  expect  me  to  go  through 
them  all  ;  but,  if  any  noble  Lord 
requires  any  explanation,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  it — 


Note. — The  words  quoted  are  to  be  omitted, 
and  the  words  printed  in  Italic  are  to  be  in- 
serted. 


Moved,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
be  amended  as  follows  : — 

(Notices  to  specify  limits  in  case  of  gasworks, 
sewage  works,  burial  ground,  destructor,  or 
hottpital.) 

"  b.  In  cases  of  Bills  for  constructing  gas- 
works or  aewage  works,  or  works  for  the  manu- 
facture or  conversion  of  the  residual  products, 
or  for  making  or  constructing  a  sewage  farm, 
cemetery,  burial  ground,  destructor,  <  or  * 
hospital  for  infectious  disease,  or  railway  or 
tratnroad  to  be  worked  by  electricity  supplied 
from  a  generating  station,  the  notices  shall  set 
forth  and  specify  the  limits  within  which  such 
fpuworks,  sewage  works,  works  for  the  manu- 
facture or  converuon  of  residual  products, 
farm,  cemetery,  burial  ground,  destructor  ■  or  > 
hospital,  or  generating  station,  is  intended  to 
be  made  or  constructed." 
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9.  Publication  of  notices  in  Gazettes 
and  newspapers — 

"  (3.)  In  the  case  ot  a  Bill  authorising  the 
construction  of  works  or  the  takitw  of 
lands,  or  extending  the  time  granted  by 
a  former  Act  for  the  cone^ction  of 
works  or  the  taking  of  lands,  in  more 
than  one  county,  or  relating  to  an  under- 
taking situate  in  more  than  one  county, 
or  promoted  by  a  company  or  companies 
or  other  parties  possessed  of  an  under- 
taking situate  in  more  than  one  county, 
the  noticeshAll  be  published  once  in  each 
of  two  suceessiTe  weeks,  with  an  inter- 
val between  such  publications  of  not  les^ 
than  six  clear  days,  in  some  one  and  the 
same  newspaper  of  the  county  in  which 
the  principal  office  of  the  company  or 
companies  or  other  parties  who  are  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  is  situate,  or  in 
COM  there  it  no  such  ojffice  then  in  a  nctcs' 
2>aper  publisJicd  in  each  county  in  which 
any  attch  works,  lands,  or  njtderlaking 
are  situate,  and  in  some  one  and  the 
same  newspaper  published  in  each 
country  in  which  any  new  works  are  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed,  or  inwhichany 
lands  ate  intended  to  be  taken,  or  in 
which  any  works  or  lands  are  situate, 
in  respect  of  which  any  new  or  fur- 
ther powers  for  the  completion  or 
taking  thereof  are  intended  to  be  applied 
for,  or  if  there  benonewspaperpublisbed 
therein,  then  in  some  one  and  the  same 
newspaper  published  in  some  county 
adjoining  or  near  thereto:  Provid^ 
always,  that  if  the  Bill  relates  to  lands 
or  works  situate  in  more  than  one  county, 
it  shall  be  sufficient  (at  the  option  of  the 
promoters)  to  publish  in  each  of  such 
counties  S3  much  only  of  the  notice  as 
relates  specifically  to  the  lands  or  works 
situate  in  Uiat  county  together  with  the 
short  title  of  the  notice,  and  an  intima- 
tion that  the  notice  has  been  published 
in  full,  or  sent  for  publication  m  full,  in 
the  Gazette." 

New  Standing  Order— 

(Deposit  of  Bills  at  Board  of  Agriculture.) 
33b.  On  or  be/ore  the  01st  day  of 
December  a  printed  copy  of  every  local 
Bill  which  relates  to  the  dratjtage  of  land 
in  Kngtand  or  Wales,  or  which  relates 
to  the  improvement  of  land  in  England, 
Wales,  or  Scotland,  or  to  the  erection,  improve- 
ment, repair,  maintenance,  or  regulation  of  any 
market  or  market  place  at  which  cattle  are  ex- 
posed for  saleor  to  any  matter  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  or 
which  proposes  to  alter  the  boundary  of  any 
county,  sanitary  district,  parish,  or  any  oHier 
administrative  area  in  the  United  Kingdtnn, 
shall  be  deposited  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture" 

New  Standing  Order — 

(Lateral  deviation  of  embankment  or  retaining 
wall  of  reservoir,) 
"  40a.    In  cases  where  it  is  proposed  to  tnake, 
vary,  extend,  or  enlarge  any  reservoir,  the  plan 
shall  describe  the  embankment  orretatning  wall 

The  Earl  of  Morley 


thereof,  and  where  it  is  the  intention  of  the  pro* 
motrrs  to  apply  for  potvers  to  make  any  lateral 
deviation  frotn  ilte  line  of  such  embankment  or 
retaining  wall,  the  limits  of  deviation  shall  be 
defined  on  the  plan,  and  all  lands  included 
within  such  Hmtts  shall  be  marked  thereon." 

67.  Paragraph  2,  line  1,  after  ("introduced") 
insert  ("  or  proposed  to  be  introduced.") 

(Petitions  for  additional  provision.) 
"  All  Petitions  for  additional  provision  in 
local  Bills  originating  in  this  House  shall, 
on  the  presentation  thereof,  be  referred  to  th» 
Examiners,  who  shall  examine  the  same,  and 
report  thereon  in  respect  of  all  Orders  which 
tcovld  be  applicable  in  the  case  of  a  Bill." 

91.  Time  for  Second  Reading  of  Bills,  Iiu» 
1,  leave  out  ("or  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill.") 

(Terms  of  proposed  amalgamation,  &c.  to  be 
specified  in  Bill.) 
"  124.  When  by  any  Bill  powers  are  applied 
for  to  amalgamate  with  any  other  company, 
or  to  sell  or  lease  the  undertaking,  or  any  part 
tliereof,  or  to  purchase  or  take  on  lease  the 
undertaking  of  any  other  company,  public 
body,  or  private  undertakers,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  to  enter  into  a  working  agreement, 
otherwise  than  under  the  provisions  of  Part 
III.  (working  agreements)  of  the  Bailway 
Clauses  Act,  1863,  as  amended  by  the  Railway 
and  Canal  Traffic  Acts,  187S  and  1888,  the- 
company,  public  body,  pewmn  or  persons,  with, 
to,  from,  or  by  whom,  and  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions on  which  it  is  proposed  that  such 
amalgamation,  sale,  purchase,  lease,  or 
working  agreement  shall  be  made,  shall  be 
specified  in  the  Bill  as  introduced  into 
Parliament." 

137.  SnWction  (3),  leave  out  ("United 
Kingdom  and  the  lue  of  Man")  and  insert 

("  British  Islands  ") 

(Clause  for  defining  limits  of  gasworks,  sewagO' 
works,  cemetery,  burial  ground,  destractor^ 
or  hospital.) 
"  139.  In  every  Bill  for  making  oroonstnict- 
ing  gasworks  or  sewage  works,  or  works  for 
the  manufacture  or  conversion  of  the  residual 
products,  or  for  making  or  constructing,  alter- 
ing or  enlarging  any  sewage  farm,  cemetery, 
burial  ground,  destructor,  hospital  for  infec- 
tious disease,  or  railway  or  tramroad  to  be 
worked  by  electricity  supulied  from  a  genera- 
ting station,  there  shall  oe  inserted  a  clause 
defining  the  limits  within  which  such  gas- 
works, sewage  works,  farm,  cemetery,  burial 
ground,  destructor,  hospibU,  or  generettinff 
station,  may  be  made  or  conBtmoted.'* 

Appendix  A. — Application  to  owners, 
&c.  before  15th  December,  referred  to 
in  Standing  Order  No.  11,  after  the 
third  paragraph  as  a  separate  para- 
graph :— 

"  We  also  beg  to  inform  yoti  that  it  is  intended 
that  the  Act  shall  provide  that  where  the  tunnel 
[or  otlier  work]  as  sltown  on  the  deposited 
sections  is  to  be  constructed  at  a  depth  of  (40/ 
feet  or  upwards  between  the  crown  of  tht  tunnel 
and  the  surface  of  the  ground,  the  undertakerp 
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May  acquire  an  easement  or  right  of  constmcting 
•and  using  the  tunnel  {or  work]  withoiU  being 
■obliged  to  purchase  the  surface.  — (The  Earl  of 
.Morletj.) 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITALS  BILL  [h.u] 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Ordsr  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

*LoBD  THRING :  My  Lords,  a  very 
few  minutes  will  suffice  for  explaining 
the  Bill  to  which  I  trust  your  Ix>rd- 
ships  will  give  a  Second  Beading,  in 
•order  that  the  subject  may  be  dis- 
-oussed,   and    considered  during  the 
Becess.    The  Bill  is  brought  in  at  the 
instance  and  recommendation  of  the 
-County  Councils  Association ;  it  is  to 
provide  for    isolation    hospitals,  or 
rather  to  facilitate  the  promotion  of 
isolation  hospitals — or,  in  other  words, 
hospitals  for  the  reception  of  people 
suffering    from    dangerous  infectious 
•diseases.    With  regard  to  the  necessity 
-of  such  isolation  I  tmnk  I  need  say  hardly 
a  word.   We  all  know  that  if  there  is 
■one  thingwhichisrenderedmorecertain 
than  another  by  the  progress  of  medical 
science,  it  is  that  the  most  dangerous 
■diseases  that  affect  the  human  race, 
such  as  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  or  small- 
pox, may  be  toa  great  extent  prevented 
by  isolation.  A  vessel  comes  into  port  on 
which  there  is  a  case  of  cholera ;  the 
vessel  is  sent  into  quarantine,  which  is 
the  most  effectuf^  isolation  hospital, 
Mid  the  dangw  practically  ceases.  But 
we  all  know  the  dangers  that  occur 
from  small-poz  coming  into  a  parish — 
it  creates  a  centre  of  infection,  and 
desolates  the  parish ;  whereas,  if  at  the 
first  moment  the  patient  is  isolated  the 
disease  is  reduced  to  a  condition  in 
which  there  is   little   risk,  and  the 
patient  alone  suffers.    At  the  present 
moment   the    authorities  who  have 
power  to  make  infectious  hospitals  are 
the  Bural  Sanitary  Authorities,  and 
the  Urban  Sanita^  Authorities.  My 
Lords,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  these 
authorities;  in    the   larger  towns, 
notably  in  London,  there  are  complete 
estabUshments  for  the  purpose  of  isola- 
tion.   But  when  you  come  to  the 
Bural  Sanitary  Authorities,  to  the  ad- 
ministrative counties,  for  which  I  am 
pleading,  you  find  that  in  a  great  many 
oases  itideed  infectious  hospitals  are 
not  established.   The  reason  for  this 


is  not  far  to  seek.  The  Bural  Sanitary 
Districts  are  extremely  inconvenient 
areas,  they  very  of  ten  comprise  parishes 
whicti  are  not  connected  together  by 
any  link  ;   and,  on  the  other  hand, 
Urban  Sanitary  Authorities  in  counties 
are  very  often  too  small  for  establish* 
ing  infectious  hospitals.    These  then 
are  the  difficulties  which  this  Bill  en* 
deavours  to  palliate ;  and  it  does  so 
through  the  medium  of  the  County 
Council.   The  Bill  says  that  when 
a  local  application  is  made  to  the 
County  Council,  the   Council  may 
then  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  an  infectious  hospital.    The  proce- 
dure is  as  follows :  A  local  application 
must  be  made  by  the  Bural  or  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  or  by  a  contribu- 
tory place — that  is  by  one  of  the  con- 
stituent parishes,  or  villages,  that  form 
puut  of  the  Bural  Sanitary  district. 
There  is  also  one  provision  which  is  in 
some  deraree  a  coercive  power.  The 
County  Council  may  proceed  on  the 
authority  of  their  Medical  Officer  as  if 
it  were  a  local  application  if  he  reports 
that  any  part  of  the  county  is  so 
desolated  fay  disease  or  so  open  to  in- 
fectious disease,  that  it  absolutely  re- 
quires an  infectious  hospital.  When 
this  application  is  made  the  County 
Council  are  to  durect  a  local  inquiry 
wh3ther   an    infectious    hospital  is 
wanted  or  not.    Supposing  the  answer 
to  be  in  the  affirmative,  they  either 
adopt  the  area  suggested  in  the  Beport, 
or  they  have  power  to  subtract  or  add 
to  the  area.   But  here  again  the  local 
feeling  is  consulted ;  for  any  Local 
Authority,  or  bodies  of  Local  Authorities 
may  appeal  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  they  think  that  area  is  im- 
properly constructed.    Supposing  the 
area  to  be  approved  of,  then  the  next 
thing  the  County  Council  have  to  do  is 
to  estabhsh  a  Hospital  Committee.  This 
they  do,  either  out  of    the  Local 
Authorities  themselves,  or  partly  out 
of  the  Local  Authorities,  and  partly 
out  of  their  own  members.   And  here 
again  we  have  safeguarded  the  Local 
Authorities,  because  any  of  them  may 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
if  they  think  they  are  inadequately,  or 
imperfectly  represented.    I  come  now 
to  the  powers  necessary  for  estabhshing 
an  infectious'  hospital.    With  regard 
to  the  power  ctf  purchasing  land  we 
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give  them  compulsory  powers  only 
through  a  Provisional  Order ;  so  that 
there  can  be  no  complaint  on  that 
point.  The  expense  is  to  be  thrown,  as 
it  is  now,  upon  the  Local  Authority, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  sanitary  rate. 
These  expenses  are  divided  into 
structmral  expenses,  establishment 
expenses,  and  patients'  expenses. 
The  structural  expenses  are  those 
of  building;  the  establishment  ex- 
penses are  those  of  maintenance 
of  the  building;  and  the  patients*  ex- 
penses are  the  costs  for  the  patient 
while  lying  on  his  sink  bed — medicine 
and  food.  With  respect  to  structural 
expenses,  supposing  the  district  con- 
sists of  more  than  one  contributory 
place,  the  constituent  places  are  to 
contribute  in  proportion  to  the  rateable 
value ;  we  think  the  villages  in  the  dis- 
tinct ought  to  put  up  the  buildings. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  management 
expenses  are  to  be  paid  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  as  we  think  they 
ought  to  be  paid  according  to  the  use 
of  the  hospital.  These  axe  details  to 
be  considered.  "With  respect  to 
patients'  expenses  we  have  adopted 
altogether  the  principle  which  prevails 
in  the  metropolitan  infectious  hospitals. 
We  are  told,  and  I  believe  rightly,  that 
isolation  is  a  public  benefit,  not  a 
private  good ;  it  is  for  the  public  benefit 
that  you  take  a  man  suffering  from  a 
dangerous  infectious  disease  and  put 
him  into  a  hospital ;  we  therefore  adopt 
the  principle  of  the  present  metro- 
politan legislation,  and  declare  that  the 
expenses  of  the  patient,  rich  or  poor, 
are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  sanitary  rate. 
There  is  one  exception.  We  think, 
and  I  submit  rightly,  that  there  may  be 
a  class  of  patients  who  we  hope  will 
come  to  the  hospital — a  higher  class 
altogether — well-to-do  and  rich  persons, 
who  we  think  may  be  very  well  asked 
to  pay ;  we  do  not  compel  them,  but 
give  them  inducements  to  do  so.  We 
say  that  if  they  like  to  pay  their  own 
expenses,  and  any  additional  sum 
which  the  hospital  may  have  to 
incur,  they  can  have  separate  rooms 
and  attendance.  That  my  Lords,  is 
the  scheme  of  the  Bill.  You  will 
perceive  that  it  interferes  in  no 
respect  with  the  Local  Authorities ;  it 
endeavours  to  aid  them.  I  will  not 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  any  further 

Lord  Thring 


{Ireland)  BiU.  1656 

description  of  the  Bill ;  all  I  say  is  that 
it  is  an  honest  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  County  Gouncifs  Association  to 
improve  the  law.  We  create  no  fresh 
Uabilities ;  we  only  aid  the  Local 
Authorities  ;  and  I  trust  your  Lordships 
will  consent  to  read  the  BiU  a  second 
time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2"."— (T/ie  Lord  ThriTig.) 

*LoRD  HENNIKER:  Perhaps  my 
noble  Friend  opposite,  whose  endeavour 
to  improve  our  system  of  Local 
Government  whenever  he  can  we  all 
appreciate,  will  expect  me  to  say  a 
few  words.  Looking  to  the  laot 
that  it  is  impossible  that  this  Bill 
can  be  passed  during  this  Session^ 
your  Lordships  will  not  expect  me 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  details  of 
the  Bill ;  but  it  is,  undoubtedy,  a 
question  of  considerable  importancet 
and  very  much  to  be  desired,  that  these 
hospitals  which  the  measure  deals  with 
should  be  provided  much  more  gene- 
rally than  they  are  at  present.  I  do 
not  think  I  need  say  anything  more  at 
the  present  moment.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Bill  cannot  be  proceeded  with  this 
year ;  but,  perhaps,  in  the  next 
Session,  when  it  is  brought  forward,  it 
may  be  put  into  shape. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRBLAND) 

BILL. 
SECOND  READINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 

Beading  read. 

•The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  Lords,  I  feel  I  ought  to- 
apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  the- 
numerous  occasions  on  which  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  intrude  on  the  businesa 
of  this  House  during  the  last  week ;  I 
can  assure  your  Lordships  that  I  have 
done  so  most  unwillingly  ;  but  the  fa«t 
is  thatin  the  present  legislative  orgy  into- 
which  we  are  now  plunged,  your  Lord- 
ships have  pressed  upon  your  attention 
Bills  of  all  kinds  and  sorts,  relating  to- 
various  portions  of  the  Empire,  and  all 
within  a  very  hmited  space  of  time. 
My  Lords,  I  will  not  refer  to  th» 
remarks  which  have  been  made  upon* 
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the  conduct  of  business  in  your  Lord- 
ships* House  further  than  to  say  that 
the  oircomstanoes  of  the  last  few  days 
have  been  especially  inconvenient  in 
this  respect.  The  other  House  of 
Parliament  has  sent  up  a  very  large 
number  of  Bills,  and  it  h&s  been  found 
necessary  to  take  them  all  at  once ; 
and  the  result  has  been  a  considerable 
congestion  in  the  printing  department 
of  the  House,  and  also  I  think  I  may 
say  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
business  of  the  officers  of  the  House  ; 
and  in  consequence  I  am  afraid 
many  of  your  Lordships  have  been 
put  to  serious  inconvenience.  With 
regard,  for  instance,  to  the  Bill 
of  which  I  have  now  to  propose  the 
Second  Beading  I  may  say  thab  I  only 
received  a  copy  of  it  myself  this  day  at 
one  o'clock  ;  and  the  same  thing 
happened  with  a  Bill  a  few  days  ago. 
This  renders  it  difficult  for  noble  Lords 
to  place  Amendments  upon  the  Table 
within  the  various  stages  of  a  Bill,  and 
makes  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure 
a  proper  examination  of  Bills.  With 
regard  to  this  Bill,  which  I  think  noble 
Lords  on  both  sides  of  the  House  will 
admit  to  be  one  of  the  very  greatest 
importance,  I  do  not  intend  at  this 
stage  to  delay  the  House  with  any 
lengthened  remarks,  or  to  enter  into 
any  details ;  but  I  will  endeavour 
bi'iefly  to  expound  to  the  Pouse  the 
main  provisions  of  the  Bill.  My 
Lords,  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  find  ourselves  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  education  in 
Ireland  can  be  veiy  briefly  stated. 
Last  year,  as  your  Lordships  know,  by 
a  grant  of  money  education  was 
practically  freed  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  a  sum  of  money,  which  may 
be  considered  to  be  an  equivalent  grant 
to  Ireland,  was  voted  at  the  same  time. 
The  opportunity  therefore  arose,  not 
only  for  assisting  Irish  education,  but 
'also  for  taking  steps  to  increase  its 
efficiency,  and  to  enlarge  the  scope  of 
operations,  in  accordance  with  the 
legislative  principles  which  were  enacted 
in  .England.  My  Lords,  the  Irish 
National  Education  Commissioners 
have,  since  the  year  1831,  had  the 
management  of  education  in  Ireland 
practically  in  their  own  hands.  I  think 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  they 
have  carried  out  the  important  duties 


assigned  to  them,  not  only  with 
credit  to  themselves,  but  with  the 
greatest  advantage  to  education 
throughout  Ireland,  and  that  they 
have  earned  a  debt  of  gratitude  from 
all  those  who  value  this  important 
matter.  It  may  be  said  of  these 
Education  Commissioners  that  they 
have  more  immediate  relations  with 
the  schools  than  the  Education  Depart- 
ment has  in  England,  and  that  they 
have  a  far  larger  responsibility,  as 
noble  Lords  from  Ireland  know,  as 
regards  education  than  the  Depart- 
ment in  England.  I  may  say  in 
passing  that,  whereas  in  England 
and  Scotland  the  State  contributes 
two-fifths  of  the  cost  of  education, 
in  Ireland  the  State  contributes 
about  four-fifths.  My  Lords,  I  shall 
not  enter  into  the  vexed  question  of 
denominational  as  against  mixed  edu- 
cation ;  that  is  not  a  matter  which  I 
think  need  arise  upon  the  present  Bill. 
But  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  is  highly 
desirable,  and  that  it  would  be  extremely 
advantageous  to  Li^land,  if  national 
schools  could  be,  not  only  encouraged, 
but  increased.  By  the  Act  of  1870, 
coupled  with  that  of  1876,  education 
was,  as  your  Lordships  know, 
made  compulsory  in  England.  I 
shall  avoid  giving  too  many  statistics ; 
but,  as  this  Bill  deals  with  compulsion, 
I  think  it  may  be  well,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  your  Lordships,  that  I  should 
give  a  very  few  short  statistics  to  show 
what  the  effect  of  that  compulsion  has 
been.  My  Lords,  there  has  been  un- 
doubtedly an  enormous  increase  in  the 
attendance  in  schools  in  this  country 
since  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the 
measures  to  which  I  have  alluded.  In 
1872  the  average  attendance  in  English 
schools  was  1,300,000  odd ;  in  1876 
it  was  1,900,000;  in  1880  it  was 
2,590,000 ;  and  in  1890  it  had  risen 
to  3,700,000.  In  1872  the  average 
attendance,  compared  with  the  popu- 
lation of  England  and  Ireland,  was 
about  equal.  But  we  find  that  the  at- 
tendance in  1890  in  England  was  nearly  - 
80  per  cent,  of  the  children  ;  whereas 
in  1890  in  Ireland  it  was  only  60  per 
cent.  Therefore  a  fall  of  20  per  cent, 
has  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  attend- 
ance in  Ireland,  as  compared  with  that 
in  England,  since  the  passing  of  the 
compulsory  Acts ;  or  perhaps  I  ought  to 
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put  it  the  other  way,  and  say  that  there 
has  heen  a  rise  of  20  per  cent,  in  the 
average    attendance  in  England  and 
Scotland  since  the  passing  of  the  com- 
pulsory Acts,  as  compared  with  that 
which  prevailed  in  Ireland.   I  may  say 
that  in  England  and  Scotland  we  nave 
an  average  attendtmce  of  nearly  13  per 
cent. ;  whereas  the  average  attendance 
in  Ireland  is  only  10  per  cent.  That 
difference  of   3  per  cent,  has  been 
roughly    calculated    to    amount  to 
110,000  or  120,000  children  in  Ireland 
—that  is  to  say,  from  the  absence 
of  compulsion  in  Ireland,  it  appears 
there  are  over  110,000  children  who 
ought  to  go  to   school  in  Ireland, 
and  who  do  not.    I  think  these  figures, 
at  all  events,  not  only  establish  a  prima 
facie  case  for  compulsory  edacation, 
out  go  to  show  that  m  a  comparatively 
short  time  there  has  been  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  average  attendance  at  the 
schools  in  consequence  of  the  operation 
of  these  Acts.    My  Lords,  the  conclu- 
sion, therefore,  that  we  have  come  to 
is  that  we  nmst  devise  some  remedy  for 
this  falling  off  in  the  average  attend- 
ance at  schools  in  Ireland,  and  we  con- 
sider that  that  remedy  can  only  he 
found  in  compulsion.  In  some  portions, 
that  is  to  say  in  the  towns  at  first,  in 
Ireland  we  propose  to  establish  the 
principle  of  compulsion.    In  England, 
as  your  Lordships  know,  a  parent  is 
compelled  to  send  his  child  to  school 
from  the  age  of  six  to  fourteen  ;  we 
propose  to  take  the  same  standard 
in    Ireland.     We  propose  to  make 
employment    illegal    up  to   the  age 
of  eleven,   and,    under  exceptional 
circumstances,    that    is    by  certifi- 
cates of  proficiency,  that  age  may  be 
extended  from  eleven  to  fourteen.  My 
Lords,  the  compulsion,  as  I  said  before, 
will  at  present  apply  only  to  the  towns, 
that  is  to  say  to  towns  under  Corpora- 
tions or  under  Town  Commissioners. 
Your  Lordships  will  observe  that  those 
are  authorities  which  now  exist.  There 
are  no  authorities  outside  the  towns  in 
Ireland  to  whom  such  duties  and  such 
authority  could  he  properly  committed ; 
and  we  believe  that  the  towns,  in  which 
compulsion  will  now  be  applied,  will 
furnish  about  one-fonrth  of  the  popula- 
tion.   Of  course  in  future  it  is  tb  be 
hoped  that  compulsion  may  be  ex- 
tended  to  the  rural  districts ;  but 
Earl  Cadogan 


that  will  depend  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  some  adequate  au- 
thority, such  as  that  proposed  under 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Bill,  which  the  Government  have,  un- 
fortunately, been  obliged  to  drop  for 
the  present  Session.  The  attendance 
of  these  i^ildren  will  be  provided  for  by 
the  Attendance  Committee  which  is  to 
be  appointed,  half  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rities and  half  by  the  Education  Com- 
missioners, The  number  of  attendances 
required  will  be  seventy-five  for  each 
half  year.  With  regard  to  the  financial 
arrangements,  this  House  has  less  to  do 
with  them,  and  would  probably  not  care 
to  enter  into  them  in  great  detaiL 
But  I  may  state  that  there  was 
£90,000  due  to  Ireland  on  the  last 
financial  year,  concluded  on  the  31st  of 
March  last,  which  was  expended  in 
additions  to  the  Teachers'  Pensions 
Fund.  The  sum  to  which  I  alluded  at 
the  beginning  of  my  remarks,  as  the 
sum  which  is  at  our  disposal  as  an 
equivalent  grant  for  the  ensuing  year, 
will  amount  to  £210,000.  And  perhaps 
the  House  will  allow  me,  very  briefly, 
to  state  how  it  is  proposed  that  that 
£210,000  should  be  expended.  Koughly 
speaking  one-half  of  it  will  go  to  an 
addition  to  the  teachers'  class  salaries. 
I  may  say  that  there  have  been  com- 
plaints, whicli  I  believe  were  amply 
justified,  that  teachers  and  assistant 
teachers  ^ii  Ireland  are  underpaid ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  thought  t}iat  this 
is  a  grievance  which  might  be 
remedied  ;  and  one-half  of  the 
sum  is  to  go  to  adding  to  the 
teachers'  class  salaries,  and  to  the 
salaries  of  assistant  teachers,  and, 
further,  to  a  bonus  for  the  assistant 
teachers  who  have  served  five  years 
There  will  also  be  a  provision  for  a 
grant  in  aid  for  inra^sing  the  salaries 
of  small  school  teachers.  That  will 
provide  for  the  first  half  of  the 
£210,000.  The  other  half  will  be  em- 
ployed  in  increasing  by  Ss.  6d.  the 
capitation  grant  to  schools  I'eceiving 
such  grant,  and  the  residue  to  the 
capitation  grant  in  aid  of  schools  at 
present  assisted  by  the  Education 
Commissioners.  In  return  for  these 
grants  of  money  we  shall  ask  that 
all  achoolsi  the  fees  of  which  do  not 
exceed  68.  a  year  per  ohild,  shall  in 
future  be  ireed  from  school  pence. 
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That  18  to  say,  that  such  freedom  will 
•chiefly  act  upon  the  poorer  schools. 
The  Bill,  therefore,  as  summarised, 
•deals  with  three  subjects.  It  deals 
with  compulsory  education ;  it  deals 
with  prohibition  of  employment  of 
children  up  to  a  certain  age ;  and  it 
deals,  lastly,  with  freeing  education  in 
the  poorer  and  smaller  schools  by  the 
distribution  of  the  grant  of  £210,000. 
My  Lords,  these  I  think  are  the 
•chief  provisions  of  the  Bill.  But 
there  is  one  otiier  to  which,  I  think, 
the  attention  of  this  House  will 
Ibe  probably  directed,  namely,  that  of 
<31ause  17,  which  gives  power  to  the 
Education  Commissioners  to  authorise 
the  compulsory  purchase  of  land  for 
school  sites  and  for  teachers'  resi- 
•dences.  I  may  say,  in  explanation  of 
this  provision,  that  I  believe  that  any 
one  who  knows  Ireland  will  admit  the 
Jiecessity  of  some  such  compul- 
■aory  clause.  Certainly  when  you 
•establish  compulsory  schools  there  will 
undoubtedly  be  place^I  am  told  that 
in  fact  there  are  many — where  it  will 
ibe  impossible,  within  a  radius  of  some 
miles,  to  obtain  sites  unless  under  com- 
.pulsion.  The  power  I  need  not  remind 
your  Lordships  is  given  in  England  and 
Scotland,  under  the  Education  Act  in 
those  countries.  And  lastly,  the  Bill, 
:a8  your  Lordships  see,  provides  for 
■compensation  under  the  Lands  Clauses 
Act,  which  provision,  if  opposed,  must 
be  confirmed  by  Parliament — that  is  to 
say,  it  will  be  made  subject  to  a  Pro- 
visional Order  which  will  be  laid  before 
Parliament  in  the  usual  way.  My 
Lords,  I  really  do  not  think  I  need 
'detain  the  House  any  further  on  this 
stage  of  the  Bill.  The  policy  of  the 
Bill  is  derived  largely  from  that  which 
has  found  favoiu:  and  is  established  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
It  is  founded  on  the  Education  Acts, 
which  are  all  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  House.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
•consider  Amendments  which  may 
be  proposed  in  Committee.  But  of 
'the  principle  I  am  confident  that  the 
.House  WiU  approve;  and  I  can  only 
trust  that  the  House  will  believe,  as  I 
do,  that  some  measure  of  this  sort  is 
not  only  urgently  required,  but  that, 
as  a  matter  of  justice,  it  should  be 
conceded  to  Ireland ;  and  I  have  no 
<toubt  that  it  is   one    which  will 


redound  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
country,  and  wiU  improve  and  increase 
largely  the  benefits  ^rived  from  educa- 
tion. My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2"," — (The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

*The  Mabquess  of  WATERFOED  ; 
My  Lords,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  measure  which  has 
been  introduced  by  my  noble  Friend. 
This  is  a  Bill  which  consists  of  twenty 
clauses,  and  my  noble  Friend  took  great 
credit  for  the  «ust  that  comptdsion  had 
done  so  much  good  in  England,  and  he 
hoped,  and  I  hope  he  is  right,  that 
compulsion  would  also  do  great  good 
in  Ireland.  This  is  a  Bill  which  has 
peculiar  Irish  characteristics  ;  it  takes 
fifteen  clauses  out  of  twenty  to  arrange 
for  compulsion  in  Ireland  ;  but  by  one 
sub-section — I  allude  to  Clause  1,  Sub- 
section 3  (b) — those  fifteen  clauses  are 
rendered  entirely  inoperative.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  anyone  in  Ireland 
who  wishes  to  evade  the  Act  can  do 
so.  I  will  ^int  out  what  I  mean. 
This  sub-seotion  begins  by  sapng — 

"  Any  of  the  followiag  reasons  shall  be  a 
reasonable  excuse  for  non-attendance  of  a 

child"; 

and  then  it  goes  on  to  say — 

"  by  reason  of  being  engaged  in  necessary 
operations  of  husbandry." 

Necessary  operations  of  husbandry  go 
on  all  through  the  year.  But  there  is 
something  worse  than  that — 

"  or  giving  assistance  in  ttie  fisheries.** 

Well,  ray  Lords,  there  is  no  close  time 
for  fisheries ;  that  goes  on  the  whole 
year  ;  therefore,  if  a  parent,  living  near 
a  fishery,  ap|dies  to  have  his  son  let  off 
from  attending  school,  he  can  do  so 
during  every  portion  of  the  year. 
Then  it  goes  on  again  even  worse — 

or  other  work  requiring  to  be  done  at  a  par- 
ticular time  or  season." 

My  Lords,  I  ask  you  whether  this 
compulsion,  which  my  noble  fVieud 
takes  such  credit  for  as  naving  been  ^ut 
into  the  Bill,  is  not  rendered  entirely  in- 
operative by  those  Amendments  which 
were  unfortunately  admitted  in  the 
other  House.  As  I  said  before,  I  think 
this  is  essentially  an  Irish  measure.  I 
hope  my  noble  Friend  will  agree,  if  he 
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really  wishes  for  compulsion,  to  an 
Amendment  of  that  particular  clause. 
My  Lords,  I  niust  say  how  grate- 
ful I  am  mdividually  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  for  having 
dealt  with  this  most  thorny  subject 
in  such  a  very  clever  and  liberal 
way.  I  say  "clever  and  liberal,*' 
because  it  appears  that  they  have 
actually  fairly  satisfied  all  parties — 
and  to  fairly  satisfy  all  parties  in  Ireland 
requires  a  great  deal  of  cleverness.  My 
Lords,  the  opposition  in  another  place 
I  do  not  think  was  a  really  genuine 
opposition :  because  I  do  not  believe 
that  one  of  those  men  who  spoke 
against  this  Bill  would  really  have 
taken  upon  himself  to  reject  the 
benefits  which  this  Bill  undoubtedly 
gives  to  Ireland.  Certain  Amendments, 
one  of  which  I  have  pointed  out,  were 
allowed  to  creep  into  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee in  the  other  House,  I  fancy 
probably  through  stress  of  work  owing 
to  the  period  of  the  Session,  and  every- 
thing being  in  a  state  of  winding  up — 
certain  Amendment  which  our  friends 
objected  to,  and  I  hope  some  of  them 
will  find  themselves  amended  again. 
Certainly  that  one  about  compulsion 
should  be  amended ;  and  I  propose  to 
point  out  one  or  two  others  to  my  noble 
Friend.  My  Lords,  this  Bill  is  only 
one  of  several  measures  that  the 
present  Government  have  passed  for 
Ireland.  I  do  not  think  any  Govern- 
ment has  ever  done  so  much  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Irish  people.  Your 
Lordships  must  not  forget  that  this 
Government  succeeded  to  office  when 
Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  actual  chaos 
— when  anarchy,  terrorism,  bloodshed, 
and  boycotting  reigned  supreme — and 
that  law  and  order  have  been  re-estab- 
lished and  prosperity  is  now  beginning 
to  return  again.  .  My  Lords,  we  were 
told  by  the  noble  Lords  opposite 
that  it  was  impossible  to  govern 
Ireland.  Well,  I  think  the  late  Chief 
Secretary  has  shown  uncontestably 
that  that  is  not  the  case.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  he  has  re-established 
the  Queen's  Law  in  Ireland,  and  has 
given  back  liberty  to  the  Queen's  sul^'ects, 
that  he  has  administered  the  laws 
with  firmness  and  fairness  to  all  classes. 
Great  proof  of  whether  a  country  is 
well-governed  or  not  is  whether 
pi*08perity  is  going  away  or  coming 

The  l^arquess  of  Waterford 


back  ;  and  prosperity  is  coming  back  to 
Ireland.  My  Lords,  last  year  yon 
passed  a  kindred  Act,  and  a  most 
liberal  Act  too^  which  will  be  of  tbfr 
greatest  benefit  to  Ireland  if  it  will 
work — that  is  to  say,  the  Land  Act, 
1891,  in  which  Imperial  credit 
was  given  for  three  millions  of 
money.  And  you  also  passed  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Act,  which  I  am  told 
is  now  already  being  put  into  operation, 
and  is  doing  immense  good  ;  and  which 
will  no  doubt  produce  prosperity  in 
districts  where  prosperity  has  never 
been  known  before.  My  Lords,  my 
noble  Friend  has  told  you  what  the 
present  Bill  proposes  to  do.  It  gives. 
£210,000  in  addition  to  the  money 
already  allocated  to  education  in 
Ireland.  Are  your  Lordships  aware  of 
the  enormous  sum  that  is  spent  upon 
education  in  Ireland  ?  The  grant  for 
education  in  Ireland  is  about  £800,000  a 
year,  and  this  will  make  it  £1,010,000 
a  year.  As  my  noble  Friend  pointed 
out,  up  to  the  present  time,  unlike  the 
procedure  in  England,  you  have  been 
paying  four-fifths  of  the  expenses  of 
education  in  Ireland,  and  I  would  a^ 
yon,  when  you  think  of  this  enormous 
sum  of  money  going  for  the  advantage 
of  the  coxmtry,  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  expect  a  Home  Rule  Govern- 
ment to  be  able  to  advance  anything  of 
the  kind  with  the  other  large  expenses 
they  would  have  to  undertake  ?  My 
Lords,  the  teachers  in  Ireland  are  a 
most  deserving  class,  and  they  are  very 
much  benefited  by  this  Bill.  They 
have  done  their  duty  very  well  indeed, 
and  I  believe  the  education  they  have 
given  in  Ireland  has  been  extremely 
good.  They  will  have  their  salaries 
increased  by  twenty  per  cent.,  and  in 
addition  they  will  get  a  bonus  of  £9  if 
they  have  been  five  years  in  the 
service.  That  is  an  enormous  thing  to 
the  teachers,  who  will  have  their  result 
fees  as  well  to  trust  to.  But  my  noble 
Friend  did  not  allude  to  another 
matter  which  I  think  is  of  very  great 
importance — namely,  the  subject  of 
pensions.  Are  your  Ix)rd8hi{»  aware 
that,  at  this  moment,  there  are  some* 
thing  like  940  old  and  worn-out 
teachers  who  are  receiving  £33,000  a 
year  in  pensions  ?  My  Lords,  I  aia 
informed — I  can  hardly  believe  it — 
that  in  England  there  is  only  a  very 
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8u»m  fund,  something  like  £16,000  a 
year,  voted  by  Parliament  for  pensions. 
It  seems  wonderful  that  Ireland  in  this 
respect  should  bestow  so  much  more 
liberal  a  sum  than  England.  I  think 
if  you  look  at  the  amount  that  the 
teachers  are  to  receive  in  Ireland 
under  this  Bill,  and  take  it  with 
their  pensions,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Irish  Education  Board  ought 
to  be  able  to  get  the  services  of  the  very 
best  men :  and  I  sincerely  hope  they 
will.  I  consider  this  is  a  most  liberal 
measure  in  every  way.  My  noble  Friend 
alluded  to  small  schools.  Well,  my 
Lords,  the  small  schools  are  of 
the  very  greatest  importance  to 
us  Protestants  in  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland,  because  it  is 
difficult  to  get  a  sufficient  number 
of  children  together  in  order  to  start  a 
school.  There  is  a  great  boon  given  I 
admit  in  reducing  the  number  required 
to  fill  a  school  from  thirty  to  twenty. 
If  there  are  twenty  scholars  the  teacher 
gets  a  third-class  salary.  But  I  would 
ask  my  noble  Friend  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  two-thirds  of  a  third- 
class  salary  if  there  were  less  than 
twenty  scholars ;  because  in  many 
places  in  Ireland  it  is  impossible  to  get 
twenty  Protestants  together.  I  will 
deal  with  denominational  education 
afterwards,  which  no  doubt  now  is  ac- 
cepted by  all  parties  in  Ireland.  I 
wish  to  pass  to  the  question  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  of  whom  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  another 
place.  The  Christian  Brothers  I  know, 
fi"om  my  own  knowledge,  give  most 
admirable  education,  and  I  should  be 
vei-y  glad  to  see  them  admitted  under 
this  Bill.  But  there  is  no  reason  in 
the  world  why  they  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted ;  they  could  have  been  admitted 
under  the  old  Act;  they  have  only 
to  agi-ee  to  the  National  Board  Bules. 
My  Lords,  I  am  told — at  least  I  saw 
in  a  newspaper-— something  about  some 
an-angement  by  which  the  Christian 
Brothers  were  to  be  admitted  under  this 
Bill  by  altering  the  National  Education 
Clause  and  inserting  the  Intermediate 
Education  Clause  instead,  and  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  that ;  but  I  should 
object  most  particularly  to  doing  away 
with  the  Conscience  Clause  in  Ireland 
in  any  respect  whatever.  I  think  it 
would  be  the  greatest  possible  injury 


to  the  country,  and  a  great  injury  tO' 
education.  My  Lords,  I  would  ask  m  j 
noble  Friend  to  explain  to  us — because 
it  is  very  difficult  at  this  period  of  the 
Session  to  understand  what  has  been 
done  in  another  place — what  is 
arranged  about  these  Christian 
Brothers.  If  my  noble  Friend  will  tell 
us  when  we  come  to  Committee  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged  to  him.  I  think 
it  is  necessary  that  the  county  should 
know.  Some  advocates  of  the  Chriatian 
Brothers  have  given  out  that  the 
Conscience  Clause  is  to  be  done  away 
with  in  their  behalf ;  others  say, 
nothing  of  the  kind.  We  do  not  know 
what  has  been  done,  but  I  think  we 
should  be  told.  As  my  noble  Friend 
has  told  you,  school  fees  are  to  be- 
practioally  done  away  with  in  Ireland. 
I  think  this  treatment  of  Ireland 
is  very  superior  to  the  treatment 
of  England ;  because  in  England  you 
had  compulsion  long  before  the  fees 
were  done  away  with,  and  it  rested 
with  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  do 
away  with  them,  although  I  think 
another  Government  gave  compulsion* 
But  in  Ireland  you  have  got  school  fees 
done  away  with  first,  and  compulsion,, 
in  a  verj'  moderate  form,  is  going  to 
be  applied  afterwards.  I  said  just  now 
that  I  would  refer  to  denominational 
schools.  I  have  always  been  in  favour 
of  denominational  schools.  I  am  told 
that  we  are  gradually  creeping  into- 
denominationcd  education  in  Ireland 
under  the  National  Board,  because- 
half  the  schools  in  Ireland  are  of  on& 
denomination,  and  therefore  religious- 
instruction  can  be  given.  I  have  al- 
ways been  in  favour  of  religious  in- 
struction being  given  in  these  schools, 
because  it  is  the  only  opportunity 
that  the  children  in  any  country 
of  that  class  have  of  learning  any- 
thing about  religion  at  all.  I  know 
there  is  the  greatest  difficulty,  where 
you  have  mixed  religions,  about  re- 
ligions instruction ;  and  the  fact  of  the^ 
matter  is  that  there  is  none  in  schools 
where  there  are  mixed  religions ; 
but  where  you  have  only  one- 
denomination  there  is  no  difficulty.  I 
would  ask  my  noble  Friend  whether  he 
can  do  something  for  these  smaller 
schools  which  are  under  the  National 
Board,  but  which  deserve  some  con* 
sideration,  because  if  the  children  oannoft- 
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fo  to  them  they  must  go  to  the  mixed 
rational  Board  schools  where  they  get 
no  religions  instruction  whatever. 
Then  as  to  technical  education,  I  am 
sorry  there  is  nothing  about  it  in  the 
Bill.  I  believe  a  great  deal  has  been 
done  towards  starting  technical  educa- 
tion in  Ireland ;  but  this  Bill,  at  any 
rate,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not  deal 
with  it.  I  suppose  we  cannot  expect 
too  much.  My  Ijords,  I  have  only  to 
4X)nclude  by  mentioning  the  Amend- 
znentB  whion  I  consider  necessary  to  the 
Bill.  Among  others  I  refer  to  Clause  2 
Sub-section  2,  which  is  another  of  the 
Amendments  that  slipped  in  in  another 
place  at  the  last  moment.  It  is  an 
Amendment  which  will  have  the  very 
•worst  effect  in  Ireland.  It  affects  what 
are  called  half-time  children.  I  allude  to 
two  lines  at  the  end  of  the  clause — 

"But  no  employer  BhoU  compel  a  child  to 
«titend  a  school  to  which  its  parents  otqeot  on 
rel^ioot  grounds." 

That  sounds  extremely  reasonable,  but 
the  effect  of  it  will  be  that  Boman 
'Catholic  children  will  not  be 
able  to  be  employed  in  many 
of  these  factories,  because  no  doubt 
their  parents  will  remove  them  from 
the  factory  schools.  In  many  of  these 
factories  where  there  are  half-time 
children  employed  there  are  schools 
.attached,  and  those  schools  are  under 
the  present  Board  and  have  a  Con- 
science Clause,  therefore  no  parent 
•can  have  any  objection  to  religious 
teaching,  because  he  hasonlytoma^ean 
•objection  to  his  children  biaing  taught 
reUgion  under  the  Conscirace  Clause, 
•and  it  cannot  be  taught.  The  effect  of 
these  two  lines  would  be  that  the 
■children  would  be  taken  away  from 
these  factory  schools,  where  they  are 
taught  under  the  National  Board  rules 
with  the  Conscience  Clause  in  existence 
(by  interested  persons,  and  removed  to 
schools  at  a  distance,  thereby  causing 
the  greatest  inconvenience  to  the 
•children  and  the  greatest  inconvenience 
to  the  employers  ;  so  much  so  that  the 
■employer  wiU  have  to  give  up  the  em- 
ployment of  Boman  Catholic  children, 
which  I  assure  your  Lordships  would  be 
extremely  distressing  to  the  employers. 
I  hope  my  noble  Friend  will  agree  to  an 
Amendment  on  that  point.  That  has 
really  caused  the  greatest  anxiety  in 
4he  North  of  Ireland,  where  Protestants 
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employ  numbere  of  Boman  Catholic 
children.  If  this  clause  is  retained,  and 
a  fine  of  forty  shillings  is  imposed  for 
every  breach  of  this  law,  I  am  quite 
certain  that  a  large  number  of  these 
children  will  be  driven  out  of  employ- 
ment. My  Lords,  there  is  one  other 
point  I  wish  to  mention.  Perhaps  my 
noble  Friend  wifl  explain  why  it  is  so 
desirable,  with  the  modified  compulsion 
that  this  Bill  gives,  that  the  advantages 
of  it  should  be  put  off  till  another  year. 
The  original  draft  of  the  Bill  was  that 
this  Bill  was  to  oome  into  operation  on 
the  Ist  January,  1893,  and  it  only 
gives  compulsion  in  the  towns  of  Ire* 
land  ;  we  are  to  wait  for  the  County 
Councils  Bill  to  give  compulsion  all 
over  Ireland.  But  why  are  we  to  put 
it  off  to  January,  1894?  I  hope  my 
noble  Friend  will  agree  to  put  the  date 
back  to  what  it  was  originally.  My 
Lords,  I  must  again  express  my  grati- 
tude to  Hef  Majesty's  Government  for 
this  very  liberal  measure,  and  for  the 
liberal  treatment  that  Ireland  has 
received  at  their  hands ;  and  I  sincerely 
hope  and  believe  that  this  Bill  will  have 
the  most  beneficial  results,  and  will 
materially  improve  the  system  of  edu- 
cation throughout  Ireland. 
*The  Earl  of  COURTOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  must  express  my  great  regi-et 
that  the  Archbishop  of  Dubhn,  who, 
as  Lord  Plunket,  has  a  seat  in  your 
Lordships*  House,  is  not  present  on 
this  occasion.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  circumstances  that  have  been 
mentioned  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  in 
his  opening  address  have  made  it  neces- 
sary that  this  Bill  should  be  brought 
on  at  short  notice ;  but  the  absence  of 
the  Archbishop,  or  perhaps  I  should 
call  him  here  Lord  Plunket,  hasdeprived 
us  of  a  Member  of  your  Lordships' 
House  who  is  possessed  of  more  in- 
formation on  this  subject  than  any  of 
your  Lordships.  It  is  especially  un- 
fortunate, I  think,  that  he  should  not 
be  present  when  we  are  discussing  this 
matter  in  Committee.  Whether  it  will 
be  possible  for  him  to  be  here  then 
or  not  I  do  not  know;  bat  in  bis 
absence  I  feel  bound  to  make  a  few 
remarks,  connected  as  I  am,  as  some 
of  your  Lordships  know,  with  the 
government  of  the  Church  of  Ireland. 
At  the  same  time  I  would  wish  your 
Lordships  clearly  to  understand  that, 
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in  the  few  remarks  that  I  shall  make, 
I  do  not  speak  in  any  way  with  autho- 
rity, and  that  any  remarks  of  mine 
must  not  be  taken  as  binding  anyone 
but  myself.  My  Lords,  I  may  join,  I 
think,  in  the  expression,  used  by  the 
noble  Marquess  who  has  just  spoken, 
of  gratitude  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  having  introduced  this  mea- 
sure. The  contents  of  the  Bill  have 
been  before  the  public  in  Ireland 
for  some  time ;  they  have  been  discussed 
with  the  greatest  care  in  different  quar- 
ters, and  I  think  have  met  with  general 
i^proval.  In  one  particular  I  regret 
that  Lord  Flunket,  Arohbishop  of 
Dublin,  should  not  be  here,  particu- 
larly if  there  is  any  discussion  on  the 
question  the  noble  Marquess  has  raised 
as  to  increased  grants  to  small  schools. 
I  know  that  the  question  of  grants  to 
schools  is  a  subject  of  most  anxious 
deliberation — that  the  whole  subject 
was  gone  into  with  the  greatest  possible 
care;  and  I  should  certainly  hesitate 
very  much  before  consenting  to  any 
alteration  which  could  in  any  way  dis- 
turb the  most  ouefuUy-oonsidered  plan 
which  is  contained  in  this  Bill.  My 
Lords,  this  measure  has  met  with  the 
approval  of  certainly  all  the  Protestant 
subjects  in  Ireland.  The  national 
teachers  of  whatever  denomination  also 
approve  of  it.  At  one  time  there  was 
a  hope  that  the  Itoman  Catholic  Pre- 
lates would  have  approved  of  it,  too ;  but 
after  a  certain  time,  a  statement  was 
made  by  Archbishop  Walsh,  speaking, 
I  believe,  in  the  name  of  others, 
that  he  oould  not  approve  of 
the  measure  that  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  Christian  Brothers. 
That  apparently  has  been  arranged  ; 
from  a  conversation  that  took  place  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  Mr. 
Sexton,  who  is  supposed  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy,  made  an  application  for  an 
alteration  of  the  Conscience  Clause  on 
behalf  of  the  Christian  Brothers' 
sc^tools.  It  was  met  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  a  way  thai  satisfied 
Mr.  Sexton.  I  would  defer  for  the 
present  some  remarks  that  I  have  to 
make  on  that,  because  I  think  it  re- 
quires very  careful  consideration  ;  but 
the  result  is,  I  think  I  may  say,  that 
this  is  a  measure  that  has  met  with 
Ter>-  general  approval  in  Ireland,  and, 
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as  the  noble  Marquess  has  done 
on  behalf  of  all  Irishmen  present,, 
we  may  thank  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
msnt  for  a  most  valuable  measure. 
My  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  arrange- 
ment that  took  place  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  the  circumstances 
were  rather  peculiar  and  a  little  un- 
usual. As  we  all  know,  at  the  end  of 
a  Session  the  Government  is  liable  to 
very  considerable  pressure.  The  Go- 
vernment are  anxious — and  no  doubt 
the  country  is  anxious — to  i»bss  a 
measure  which  they  consider  justly  and 
very  properly  of  great  importance  to- 
the  country,  Mr.  Sexton,  speaking  in 
his  placti,  was  perfectly  weU  awaro 
that,  if  the  Bill  was  opposed  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Christian  Brothers,  it 
would  have  been  lost,  and  that  would 
have  brought  all  the  national  school 
teachers  down  upon  him  ;  so  he  spoke 
under  compulsion,  too.  Under  these- 
circumstances  you  may  very  well 
imagine  that  an  arrangement  was. 
easily  come  to  on  both  sides.  But 
then  what  was  that  arrangement  2 
When  I  first  read  the  report  in  the 
papers  it  appeared  to  me  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  made  a 
most  dangerous  concession,  likely 
to  give  rise  to  very  considerable! 
excitement  and  very  special  dissatis- 
faction. But  when  I  came  to  study  the 
speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, and  the  explanation  that  was- 

fiven  by  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  following 
ay,  I  felt  quite  satisfied  that  there 
was  no  pledge  whatever  given.  I 
think  the  position  of  the  Government 
was  thoroughly  put  and  may  be  t^a 
in  Mr.  Balfour's  words — 

"That  all  tus  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  done  was  to  promiM  that  the 
Natumal  Education  CommissioDers  Bboold 
eoBiider  the  two  alternative  ContoieDce  Clauses 
referred  to  in  the  Debate." 

The  noble  Marquess  has  made  an 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  speak 
somewhat  further  on  this  subject  in 
the  course  of  this  Debate,  and  I  shall  be- 
glad  if  he  does  so  ;  but,  whether  hedoea 
think  proper  to  do  so  or  not,  it  appears  to 
me  that  that  statement  of  Mr.  Balfour 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  the-  Govern- 
ment are  not  pledged  to  alter  the 
Conscience  Clause :  that  it  is  to  be- 
referred  to  the  National  Education 
Commissioners  to  see  if  the  Gonsoienoe^ 
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■Clause  existing  in  the  Intermediate 
Education  Bill  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  Chiistian  Brothers  too.  I  think  it 
is  of  importance  to  insist  upon  that 
condition,  because  I  am  very  well 
satisfied  that  a  claim  will  be  made  that 
a.  promise  has  been  given  to  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers  that  the  Conscience 
Clause  shall  positively  be  removed  or 
altered  in  their  favour.  Should  the 
present  Government  be  in  power,  I  can 
■quite  understand  that  pressure  will  be 
put  iroon  them  to  fulfil  what  may  be 
4»illea  a  promise,  where  no  promise 
has  been  made.  Should  noble  Lfords 
on  the  other  side  be  in  office,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  pressure  will  be  put 
upon  them  that  the  existing  Govern- 
ment have  given  a  pledge  which  they 
must  fulfil.  I  think  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  it  should  be 
understood  that  there  is  no  pledge, 
further  than  is  contained  in  those 
words  of  Mr.  Balfour.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  Con- 
science Clause,  and  the  principle  of  the 
Conscience  Clause,  should  be  main- 
tained in  the  national  schools  in 
Ireland.  The  noble  Marquess  spoke 
■  of  it,  and  I  can  entirely  concur  with 
him.  It  is  a  general  opinion  that  the 
Conscience  Clause  is  only  wanted  for 
the  poor  Protestants  in  the  South  and 
West ;  but  it  is  entirely  forgotten  and 
overlooked  that  there  may  be  a 
necesuty  for  the  Conscience  Clause  for 
the  Boman  Catholics  in  the  North. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  Lordships  may 
have  seen  the  Census  Returns  that  are 
now  being  publisdied,  which  contun 
very  valuable  tables  on  th»  subject  of 
religion,  and  in  connection  with  educa- 
tion. Taking  the  subject  of  population 
only,  I  find  that  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  Boman  Catholic  population 
in  County  Antrim  is  now  21-8  per 
cent.,  and  that  it  is  steadily 
decreasing,  and  has  been  decreasing 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  It  is  the 
flame  with  regard  to  Belfast  and  with 
regard  to  County  Down.  In  each  of 
those  two  counties  and  that  city  the 
relative  proportion  of  the  Boman 
'  Cathohc  population  is  steadily  diminish- 
ing; and  It  will  be  of  the  greatest 
importan : !  i  hat  the  Conscience  Clause 
shall  be  maintained  in  their  schools. 
Mr.  Sexton  acknowledged  that  in  his 
speech.   He  said  there  were,  I  think, 
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thirty  towns  in  which  Boman  Catholic 
boys  had  no  option  but  to  attend 
schools  conducted  by  Protestant 
teachers.  So  that  this  question  of  the 
Conscience  Clause  is  as  much  a  Boman 
Catholic  as  it  is  a  Protestant  question. 
With  us  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland  it  is  a  most  difficult  question 
to  deal  with,  I  am  of  opinion,  which 
others  may  not  share,  that  a  national 
school  under  Boman  Catholic 
patronage  is  not  a  school  that  a  Pro- 
testant child  can  go  into  with  perfect 
safetv  to  his  faith ;  and  I  think,  wher- 
ever it  is  possible,  a  Protestant  school 
should  be  kept  up.  But,  my  Lords, 
connected  as  I  am  with  the  govern 
ment  of  the  Church,  I  know  the 
extreme  difl5culty  there  is  in  keeping 
up  the  payment  of  the  clerg}',  and  in 
keeping  up  theiChurches  in  the  southern 
and  western  districts  of  Ireland  ;  and, 
if  it  be  difiBcult  for  us  to  pay  our  clergy 
and  to  maintain  our  Churches — if  it  is 
neoessar}'  to  consolidate  parishes — I 
need  hardly  point  out  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  maintain  our  schools ; 
we  do  our  best,  but  circumstances  must 
arise  in  which  the  Protestant  children 
must  go  into  Boman  Catholic  schools ; 
and,  in  protection  of  those  minorities, 
I  say  it  is  of  the  most  pressing  im- 
portance that  every  safeguard  that  can 
be  devised  should  be  maintained.  My 
Lords,  with  regard  to  the  Christian 
Brothers'  schooU,  I  sincerely  hope  that 
some  plan  may  be  devised  for  bringing 
these  schools  into  omnection  with  the 
National  Board.  I  believe  they  are 
doing  a  great  and  good  work.  And  I 
must  point  out  that,  when  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal  speaks  of  the  deficiency  of 
education  in  Ireland,  the  great  illiteracy 
is  in  the  Boman  CathoUc  popolation.  I 
do  not  go  into  the  causes — I  merely 
assert  the  fact.  In  the  Census  Betums 
there  are  some  Betums  of  populatiou 
in  connection  vrith  the  education 
which  show  the  percentage  of  the 
number  of  persons  of  five  years  old  and 
upwards  who  are  illiterate.  My  Lords, 
I  find  that  the  greatest  number  of 
Protestant  illiterates  is  among  the 
Church  of  Ireland  population  in  (>>unty 
Armagh,  where  over  fifteen  per  cent, 
are  illiterate.  The  highest  Boman 
CathoUc  iUiteraoy  is  in  County  Donegal, 
where  it  is  over  thirtj'-seven  per  cent. 
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The  lowest  Boman  Catholic  illiteracy  | 
is  in  County  Dublin,  13'2  per  cent.  I 
think  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  speaking 
■of  the  dropping  back,  as  it  were,  of 
education  in  Ireland,  cannot  be  aware 
of  the  progress  that  is  being  made ;  it 
may  not  be  all  that  it  should  be ;  but 
it  is  being  made  ;  and  I  shall  be  very 
^lad  if  the  proposed  system .  of  com- 
pulsion will  increase  the  spread  of 
education.  My  Lords,  I  will  say 
nothing  further  than  to  thank  Her 
Majesty's  Government  for  the  great 
boon  which  has  been  conveyed  to 
Ireland  by  this  Bill. 

'■Viscount  de  VESCI  ;  My  Lords, 
after  the  clear  statement  made  by  my 
noble  Friend,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  I 
•do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to  detain 
the  House  at  any  length  this  evening, 
further  than  to  express  my  cordial 
agreement  in  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
and  to  congratulate  Her  Majesty's 
■Government  on  this  further  instalment 
-of  the  policy  of  assimilating  the  insti- 
tutions of  Ireland  to  those  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  when  local  circum- 
-stances  and  conditions  permit.  I  only 
regret  that  the  other  great  Irish  measure 
has  not  been  sent  up  to  your  Lordships 
to  be  passed  into  law.  So  far  as  that 
measure  is  referred  to  in  the  Bill 
before  the  House  now,  I  would  ask  my 
noble  Friend  to  consider  before  the 
■Committee  stage  whether  it  is  advisable 
to  retain  in  Clause  15,  Sub'section  2, 
those  permissive  portions  which  do  not 
■enforce  on  the  future  County  Councils 
the  putting  of  this  Act  into  force.  I 
do  not  press  the  point ;  I  ask  my 
noble  Friend  to  consider  it.  My 
Lords,  I  pass  to  a  far  more  important 
matter  in  connection  with  the  Bill, 
which  has  been  already  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  Marquess  and  the  noble 
Earl — that  is  as  to '  the  admission  of 
schools  managed  by  the  Christian 
Brothers  to  the  benefits  and  control 
of  the  sys^m  of  national  educa- 
tion. It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  ad- 
dress your  Lordships  upon  this  point, 
because  I  cannot  hnd  in  a  single  line 
of  the  Bill  any  reference  to  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers,  or  to  the  agreement  that 
was  made  in  another  place;  but  I 
think  it  is  common  knowledge  that  the 
furtherance  of  this  Bill  was  imperilled 
on  that  very  point,  and  that  some  con- 
cession, or  agreement  at  any  rate,  was 


made  between  the  Government  and 
those  who  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  by  which  a  modi- 
fied Conscience  Clause  was  agreed 
upon.  I  am  fully  in  agreement  with 
the  admission  of  these  schools  to  the 
benefits  of  the  national  system  of  edu- 
cation, and  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  these  schools:  they  are 
admirably  managed  by  a  body  of 
gentlemen  who  have  enrolled  them- 
selves as  a  religious  Order,  mainly,  if 
not  entirely,  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. But  I  would  point  out  that  this 
is  a  step,  and  a  long  step,  towards  the 
reversal  of  the  policy  of  the  undeuoiiii- 
national  education  of  Ireland  ;  and  1 
think  it  is  only  i  ight  to  ask  my  noble 
Friend  whether  at  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill — this  point  has  already 
been  pressed  upon  him  by  the  noble 
Marquess — he  will  be  prepared  to 
lay^  on  the  Table  the  modified  Con- 
science Clause,  if  it  has  been  agreed 
upon  and  accepted  by  the  Govermqeut 
and  the  superior  authorities  of  the 
Christian  Brotherhood.  Besides  this 
Conscience  Clause — I  speak  under 
correction — I  understand  that  for  the 
future  religious  emblems  will  be  per- 
mitted to  be  exhibited  in  schools. 
This  is  a  concession  which  hitherto 
has  been  denied  to  all  other 
national  schools — it  has  naturally 
always  been  asked  for  in  the  Boman 
Catholic  schools.  If  this  is  permitted, 
I  would  further  press  upon  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  National  Board  should 
be  empowered,  in  cases  where  there  is 
a  scattered  population  of  Protestants, 
as  in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland,  to 
deal  generously  with  those  schools 
which  now  exist  or  may  be  provided 
for  parents  who  object,  on  conscientious 
grounds,  to  send  their  children  to 
schools  where  religious  emblems,  on 
equally  conscientious  grounds,  are 
exhibited.  My  Lords,  there  is  yet 
one  moi-e  point  that  I  wish  to  press 
in  regard  to  the  Christian  Brothers. 
It  is  possible  that  a  certain  pressure 
may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Board  of  National  Education  to  trans- 
fer schools  which  are  now  taught  by 
laymen — and  I  am  referring  now  solely 
to  Boman  Catholic  laymen— to  the 
management  of  the  Christian  Brothel's. 
I  hope  the  National  Board  will  resist 
any  pressure  or  attempt  of  that  kind ;  it 
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would  be  a  source  of  injustice  to 
existing  teachers  and  those  in  training  ; 
and  I  think  education  generally  would 
be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  competition 
between  the  lay-taught  schools  and  those 
managed  by  the  Christian  Brothers. 
My  Lords,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
aay  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill.  I  only 
wish  to  say  that  I  am  confident  that 
this  Bill  will  be  a  success.  I  am  sure 
it  will  be  popular  in  Ireland,  where  the 
standard  of  education  has  always  been 
higher  than  most  people  suppose 
judging  from  the  returns  of  bogus 
illiterates  at  General  Elections ;  and 
where  education  has  always  been 
gladly  taken  advantage  of  where 
proi)er  facilities  have  been  provided. 

*The  Earl  of  ERNE  :  My  Lords,  1 
wish  to  express  the  hope  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  before  we  get 
into  Committee,  will  consider  the  point 
raised  by  my  noble  Friend  with  regard 
to  the  date  for  the  operation  of  the 
Bill.  In  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  I 
live,  this  Bill  is  regarded  very  favour- 
ably, and  there  is  a  great  desire  that  we 
shall  be  in  a  position  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  that  it  confers  upon  the 
community  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible.  My  noble  Friend  has  pointed 
ont  that  the  Bill,  aa  originally  on^ted, 
was  intended  to  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  January,  1893,  and  I 
should  have  thought  that  six  months 
would  have  been  plenty  of  time  in 
which  to  have  done  any  necessary 
preliminary  business.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, in  Committee  the  noble  Lord 
will  consent  to  restore  that  date. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2" 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

MILITARY  LANDS  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOB  WAR  (Barl  Bbown- 
Low) :  My  Lords,  this  is  merely  a 
Consolidation  Bill,  which  has  lieen 
compiled  for  the  purpose  of  consolida- 
ting the  varioas  Acts  which  have  been 
passed,  from  time  to  time,  to  enable 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 

Viteouni  de  Vesd 


acquire  lands  for  military  purposes. 
There  is  nothing,  I  think,  that  is  new 
in  this  Bill;  some  Acts  have  been 
repealed  and  some  have  been  partially 
repealed,  and  some  that  have  been 
repealed  have  been  re-enacted,  or 
partially  re-enacted.  There  is  only 
one  clause  to  which,  perhaps,  I  may 
be  allowed  for  one  moment  to  call 
your  Lordships'  attention,  and  that 
is  Clause  24,  which  was  put  into  the 
Bill  on  the  representation  of  certain 
persons  interested  in  the  New  Forest, 
By  this  clause  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  bound,  if  he  requires  land  for  military 
purposes  in  the  New  Forest,  to  proceed 
by  Provisional  Order.  The  remainder 
of  the  Bill  is  of  a  purely  formal  nature ; 
it  has  received  great  attention  in 
another  place;  ana  therefore  I  trust 
your  Lordships  wiU  be  able  to  pass- 
it  without  further  Amendment.  I 
move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2,\"—{The  Earl  BrownUnv.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
Eiccordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
SECOND  BEAOmO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 

Reading  read. 

-Lord  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  I  ask 
your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  this  Bill.  If  I  were  to 
detain  the  House  with  a  speech  in  pro- 
portion to  the  length  of  the  Bill,  I  am 
afraid  I  should  detain  your  liordshipa 
for  a  considerable  period,  as  there  are 
516  clauses  in  the  Bill ;  bat  it  has  been 
before  Parliament  for  more  than  ten 
years,  and  it  has  been  sifted  by  a 
Select  Committee  both  of  this  House 
and  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Bill 
is  now  presented  to  the  House,  practi- 
cally, in  the  same  shape  in  which  it 
passed  a  Committee  of  this  House 
seven  years  ago.  Since  that  time 
some  Amendments  have  been  made 
in  it,  and  some  alterations  which  are 
rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of 
intervening  legislation,  bat  the  struc- 
ture and  general  provisions  of  the  BUI 
remain  as  they  were  then  settled. 
There  will,  I  am  hopefal,  be  very  few 
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Amendments  to  be  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee, and  I  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»."— {'ffte  Lord  Balfour.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2' 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

BAILWAY  AMD  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 
(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

•LoBD  BALFOUR :  This,  my  Lords, 
is  a  Bill  of  a  single  clause,  and  its 
object  is  this :  Under  Section  24  of  the 
Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888. 
the  Board  of  Trade  were  directed  to 
present  Provisional  Orders  for  the 
regulation  of  rates  and  charges  upon 
railways  and  canals ;  but  under  one 
sub-seotion  of  that  section  it  is  pro- 
vided that  a  recess  should,  in 
case  of  disagreement,  interrene  be- 
tween the  Report  presented  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  legislation 
consequent  upon  that  Report.  As  the 
proceedings  in  connection  with  this  Act 
nave  now  gone  on  so  long,  it  is  generally 
agreed,  both  by  those  interested  in 
canals  and  those  who  have  objections 
to  their  Schedules,  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  this  delay  should  take 
place.  In  consequence  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Session  of  Parliament  this 
year  at  an  earlier  date  than  usual,  the 
inquiry  which  is  being  held  into  canals 
at  the  present  Ume,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  cannot  be  com- 
pleted in  time  to  enable  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  present  a  Report  during  this 
Session.  The  sole  object  of  the  Bill 
is  to  enable  the  Board  of  Trade  to  legis- 
late, with  the  conpent.oEcourse.of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  same  Session  in  which 
they  present  a  Report.  I  am  able 
to  assure  your  Lordships  that  that  is 
desired  by  both  parties  to  the  inquiry ; 
the  BiU  passed  through  the  other 
House  without  Amendment ;  and  X 
ask  your  Lordships  to  give  it  a  Second 
Beading. 

Moved,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a*."— (TAfi  Lord  Balfour,) 

VOL.  V.      [foubtb  sebies.] 


Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL- 
SECOND  BEADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

'^LoBD  BALFOUR:  My  Lords,  the 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  obtain  Parlia- 
mentary authority,  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  the  policy  explained 
in  a  Treasury  Minute  which 
was  presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  on  the  23rd  May  in  the 
present  year.  The  main  feature  of  the 
policy  is  the  division  of  the  system  of 
telephones,  now  existing  throughout 
the  country,  between  the  Postmaster 
General aDOprivate companies  licensed 
by  him.  The  lines  upon  which  that 
division  proceeds  are  these :  The  main 
or  trunk  lines  of  telephonic  communi- 
cation between  town  and  town  will  re- 
main the  property  of  the  Post  Office  ; 
but  the  different  companies  will  have 
the  privilege  of  interchanging  the  busi- 
ness between  town  and  town,  and  they 
are  to  be  endowed  with  all  proper 
facilities  for  effecting  that  purpose. 
They  will  also  remain  in  possession  of 
the  communication  between  points  in 
the  same  town.  My  Lords,  there  is  only 
one  clause  of  the  Bill  to  which  I  think  it 
necessary  to  call  attention.  In  some 
districts  of  the  country  the  inhabitants 
are  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  tele- 
phonic communication  on  account  of 
the  impossibility  of  getting  the  land- 
lords to  fix  wires  upon  any  part  of  their 
property,  or  to  insert  poles  into  the 
ground  for  the  pxirpose  of  putting  wires 
upon  them  ;  and  the  clause  to  which  I 
refer  proposes  that  in  extreme  oases, 
where  the  Postmaster  Greneral  con- 
siders that  the  inhabituits  of  the  dis- 
trict are  being  unduly  debarred  trom  a 
public  convenience  in  the  way  of  tele- 
phones, he  may  apply  to  the  Railway 
Commissioners  to  authorise  the  fixing 
of  wires  to  buildings,  and,  if  the  Rail- 
way Commission  consent  and  the  owner 
of  the  property  is  still  dissatisfied,  the 
Order  is  to  be  laid  before  Parliament, 
and  will  then  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
way  as  all  Provisional  Orders  are  dealt 
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with ;  so  that  ample  opportunity  will 
be  given  to  tho^e  who  think  that 
they  are  being  seriously  damnified  to 
appeal  in  the  usual  way.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  agree  that  the  time  has  come 
when^  if  I  may  use  the  expression 
in  an  inoffensive  sense,  the  obstruc- 
ti  on  of  one  or  two  people  should 
n  ot  be  allowed  to  deprive  others 
of  the  advantages  of  telephonic 
communication.  Some  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill  refer  to  money  matters, 
which  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
deal  with  id  your  Iiordships'  House; 
but  when  we  get  into  Committee,  if 
there  are  any  questions  to  be  asked,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  answer  them  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  and 
I  propose  to  take  the  Bill  on  Thursday 
next. 

Moved,  '.'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"—{The  Lord  Balfour.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2' 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  LAW  CONSOLIDA. 
TION  BILL. 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Lord  SANDHUBST  :  My  Lords, 
this  is  merely  a  Consolidation  Bill 
which  makes  no  material  alteration  in 
the  law.  It  was  brought  in  by  Sir  John 
Lubbock  and  passed  through  the  House 
of  Commons  with  no  opposition,  and  I 
beg  to  move  that  your  Lordships  give  it 
a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*." — [The  Lord  Sandhurst.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

DRAIKAOE  AMD   IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order.) 

Clauses  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 
Lord  Balfour 


Clause  6. 

*The  Marquess  of  WATEBFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name,  to 
leave  out  the  following  words : — 

"  And  the  arrears  thereof  to  &□  amount  not 
ezceediog  one  year's  arrears,  accrued  before 
Bach  ceiser  or  determination." 

I  cannot  see  on  what  principle  the  land- 
lord is  to  be  charged  one  year's  arrears, 
for  work  that  was  done  on  the  tenant's 
holding  for  the  benefit  of  ^e  tenant, 
before  the  termination  of  the  tenancy. 
Why  should  not  the  Board  of  Works 
collect  the  money  from  the  tenant  ? 
It   is   a    time  when   probably  the 
landlord  might  lose  a   great  deal  of 
money,  for  rent  would  in  all  probability 
be  due,  and  why  should  he  be  respon- 
sible for  these  arrears  in  addition  i 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  this 
clause  propose  to  make  the  estate 
liable  for  these  chains  in  future  at  the 
end  of  the  tenancy,  and  that  is  bad 
enough  surely  when  it  happens.  Why 
should  they  go  further  back  than  the 
end  of  the  tenancy  and  charge  a  year's 
arrears  ?    We  object  very  much  to  the 
way  in  which  the  work  is  done  in  Ire- 
land— it  is  very  often   badly  done. 
Supposing  the  tenant  is  in  occupation, 
and  has  a  lease  during  the  last  year  of 
his  lease  he  will,  naturally,  under  this 
clause,  not  pay  the  Board  of  Works ; 
then  the  Board  of  Works  will  not 
attempt  to  collect  the  money  from  him, 
because  they  know  they  can  go  to  the 
landlord  and  make  him  pay.   And  the 
landlord  has  no  means  of  recovery 
from  the  tenant.  I  must  protest  against 
this  provision  being  put  into  this  clause 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  beg  to  move  the 
omission  of  those  words. 

Amendment  moved. 

In  page  3,  line  5,  to  leave  oat  "and  the 
arrears  thereof  to  an  amount  not  oceeading 
one  year's  arrears,  acerued  before  saob  eesser 
or  determination."— (TAfitf^argius*  ^  WaUi^ 
ford.) 

Earl  CADOGAN  ;  My  Lords.  I  con- 
fess I  have  some  sympathy  with  the 
grievance  of  which  my  noble  Friend 
complains ;  but  I  think  I  ou^t  to  re- 
mind him  that  a  great  deal  is  covered 
under  this  Bill  by  the  veto  which 
I  explained  at  the  last  stage,  which, 
perhaps,  to  a  certain  extent  re- 
moves the  grievance.   But  my  noble 
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Friend  oomplains,  as  I  understand,  not 
of  the  rent  chai^^,  which,  naturally, 
must  go  on  accruing  after  the  deter- 
mination of  the  interest,  but  simply  of 
the  year's  arrears.  I  may  explain  that 
that  was  put  in  as  a  compromise. 
Originally  the  Board  of  Works,  as  my 
noble  Friend  knows,  claimed  the  whole 
of  the  arrears,  but  after  discussion,  and 
as  a  compromise,  it  was  settled  that 
the  rent  charged  should  go  on  the 
fee,  and  one  year's  arrears.  But,  as  I 
said  before,  I  have  considerable  sym- 
pathy with  my  noble  Friend,  and  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment which  will  Btrike  out  the  year's 
arrears  while  leaving  the  rent  charged. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

New  Clause  7. 

The  Mabqobbs  of  WATERFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
my  noble  Friend  for  having  accepted 
my  first  Amendment,  and  I  hope  he 
will  treat  me  equally  well  on  this 
occasion.  This  Amendment  is  taken 
from  the  Board  of  Works  Loans  Bill 
of  1889 ;  it  proposes  merely  that  if  you 
are  going  to  put  this  chai^  upon  the 
fee  simple,  you  should  not  put  on  a 
greater  chai^  than  the  amount  of 
the  ^ue  of  the  improvement  at  the 
termination  of  the  tenancy.  Sup- 
posing £1,000  has  been  expended  on 
a  certain  improvement,  and  whether, 
from  the  mis-management,  or  bad  ex 
penditure  of  money,  or  from  lapse  of 
time,  when  the  landlord  comes  into 
possession,  that  drainage  improvement 
IS  only  worth  £500.  then  only  £500 
should  be  chained  upon  the  fee.  And 
very  often  there  is  a  great  deterioration 
in  these  improvements ;  and  I  do  not 
think,  if  the  owner  in  fee  is  to  have  a 
oharge  placed  upon  his  property,  it 
should  be  a  greater  charge  than  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ment when  he  steps  in.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  beg  to  move  the  insertion  of 
this  new  clause. 

Amendment  moved. 

After  Llatua  6,  page  3,  to  insert  new  cUtue 
«B  follows  i—"  The  rent  charge  oharged  under 
the  next  precedins  leoUon  of  this  Act  on  the 
fee  liinple  and  ioheritenoe  shkll  not  exceed 
the  iniproved  valae  of  the  Und  at  the  time  of 
the  cesser  or  determination  of  the  pac> 
4icalar  estate,  resnliing  iFrom  the  ontlaj  of the 


money  advanced  on  loan,  snoh  improved  value 
in  the  case  of  dispute  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Commisiioner  of  Valuation  in  Ireland,  in  ao- 
cordanoe  with  rules  to  be  made  by  him." — 
(r/K  Mtsrqwu  of  IFater/Drd.) 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  Mv  Lords, 
I  think  this  Amendment  ought  to  he 
put  in.  There  is  no  doubt  that  serious 
evils  do  occur  from  the  way  in  which 
tenants'  improvements  are  executed 
under  the  Act.  Gases  have  come 
within  my  own  knowledge  in  which 
complaints  have  been  made,  and  ad- 
mitted at  the  time,  either  from  some 
oversight  in  inspection,  or  from  some 
direct  fraud,  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  has  been  carried  on.  The 
result  is  that,  if  the  landlord  has  to  take 
to  them  at  the  expiry  of  the  term  for 
which  the  lease  has  been  granted,  they 
are  not  worth  fifty  per  Gent.'what  they 
profess  to  be  worth.  It  is  very  easy, 
especially  in  such  a  climate  as  IreUmd, 
to  execute  building  work  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  may  for  a  time  pass 
muster  very  respectably,  and  then 
from  the  damp  and  other  causes  it 
gradually  goes  to  decay.  It  is  a 
very  hard  thing  indeed  if,  at  the 
end  of  the  lease,  the  landlord  suc- 
ceeds to  that  pro^rty  when  it  is  in  a 
thoroughly  depreciated  state.  He  has 
had  no  opportunity  of  prohibiting  the 
improvements,  such  as  they  are,  being 
made ;  he  has  had  uo  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  work  in  progress,  of 
checking  waste,  or  of  seeing  that  work 
done  originally  under  these  powers 
should  be  kept  in  proper  repair ;  and 
yet  he  is  to  be  saddled  at  the  end  with 
the  full  cost  of  that  work  as  if  for  value 
received  ;  instead  of  which  he  gets  a 
very  different  value  indeed  from  tbat 
which  the  law,  as  proposed,  puts  upon 
it.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Marquess  goes 
beyond  what  is  fair  and  equitable,  and 
I  hope  your  Lordships  will  accept  it. 

LoKD  INCHIQUIN  :  My  Lords,  I 
entirely  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
who  has  just  spoken  in  regard  to  the 

Proposed  Amendment.  Only  the  other 
ay,  I  had,  unfortunately,  to  take  up  a 
large  farm,  the  rent  of  which  was  £350 
a  year,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  there 
was  a  sum  of  £1,100.  and  odd,  due  on 
that  farm.  As  I  understand  I  am  to 
be  saddled  with  the  charge  for  drainage 
works  which  were  supposed  to  have 
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1>een  executed  on  that  farm.   I  walked 

over  the  wtole  farm  the  other  day, 
and  I  could  see  no  trace  of 
any  money  having  been  laid  out 
upon  it,  certainly  within  a  considerable 
space  of  time.  In  our  part  of  the 
country  it  is  very  frequently  the  case 
that  tenants  borrow  money  without 
the  landlord  having  any  information 
about  it,  or  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
whether  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the 
estate  that  it  should  be  borrowed ;  the 
tenants  are  supposed  to  lay  the  money 
out  in  cleaning  drains,  and  main  out- 
falls, when  very  often  the  money,  if 
expended  at  all,  is  not  expended 
properly,  or  to  any  advantage.  If  the 
noble  Marquess  goes  to  a  Division, 
which  I  hope  he  wiU,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  support  him. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  My  tiOrds.  the 
clause  which  my  noble  Friend  proposes 
is  applicable  to  loans  made  to  indi- 
viduda  under  the  Landed  Property 
Improvement  Act  when  the  value 
deteriorates  as  time  goes  on.  I  think 
that  view  is  borne  out  by  the  speech  of 
my  noble  Friend  who  has  just  sat 
down.  I  may  point  out  that  the 
proposed  clause  is  not  applicable  to 
loans  under  the  Drains^  Acts  relating 
to  Drainage  Boards,  because  the 
benefit  to  the  land  is  permanent  if  the 
drainage  works  are  maintained.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  noble  Friend 
sees  the  point. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD  : 
I  cannot  see  why  it  is  not  applicable  to 
drainage  loans,  if  it  is  applicable  to 
other  loans.  In  the  Board  of  Works 
Loans  Act,  1889,  these  charges  were 
first  placed  upon  the  fee,  and  now,  for 
the  first  time,  under  this  Drainage 
Act,  yon  propose  to  do  a  similar  thing. 
Why  not  treat  us  in  a  similar  way  ? 
My  noble  Friend's  argument  upon  the 
Second  Reading  was  that  it  was 
perfectly  fair,  under  Clause  6,  that  the 
landlord  should  pay  because  his 
property  would  be  improved.  I  only 
ask  that  he  should  pay  the  amount  by 
which  his  property  is  improved,  and 
not  the  amount  of  the  original  im- 
provement. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  I  cannot  help 
suggesting  that  there  is  a  little  in- 
consistency between  this  proposal 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  and  that  which 

Lord  Inchiquin 
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he  has  just  succeeded  in  canying; 
because,  if  in  each  case  you  are  to 
have  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  the 
amount  of  the  charge  will  be  represented 
by  the  improved  value,  I  do  not 
see  why  the  person  who  owns  the- 
land  should  not  be  responsible  also  for 
the  arrears.  The  fair  thing  would 
have  been  to  leave  them  in  if  yon  are- 
to  insert  this  clause. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD; 
I  quite  see  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
argument ;  but  he  must  remember  that 
this  charge  is  made  previously,  without 
the  landlord's  consent,  and  he  knows- 
nothing  about  it ;  but  in  the  question 
of  arrears,  this,  I  understand,  only 
deals  with  future  loans  :  and  I  certainly 
object  to  the  system  of  putting  charges 
upon  property  that  a  man  knows- 
nothing  about. 

*Earl  CADOGAK:  Might  I  say 
once  more  that  there  is  a  distinction 
between  loans  to  individuals  and 
loans  for  draina|;e  purposes  to  Drain- 
age Boards?  In  the  case  of  loans- 
to  individuals  under  the  Landed 
Property  Improvement  Act  the  value- 
deteriorates  as  time  goes  on,  which  is 
the  point  the  noble  Marquess  has  made  ; 
but  this  clause  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  moved  is  not  appUcable  to 
loans  under  the  Drainage  Acta  tO' 
which  the  Bill  refers. 

The  Marquess  of  WATBBFOBD  : 
I  quite  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
that  the  clause  does  not  apply  when 
benefit  remains ;  but  it  is  only  in  cases 
where  it  does  not  remain  that  it  can 
come  into  operation. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  Not  under  the 
BiU. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  • 
My  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
risk  must  lie  with  somebody,  and  it  is 
rather  hard  to  put  it  upon  the  lender. 
If  the  Treasury  lends  the  money,  and 
the  improvement  fails,  I  should  have 
thought  the  risk  must  b*  with  the 
person  who  borrows  the  money.  Of 
course  if  a  person  borrows  money 
without  his  own  consent  being  asked,  he 
is  placed  iti  a  very  hard  position  ;  but 
that,  as  I  understand,  is  not  the  pro- 
vision of  the  present  Bill,  because  the 
landlord  has  the  right  of  refusing  to 
borrow  if  he  likes.    If  he  chooses  to 
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borrow  it  is,  Biirely,  hard  to  pat  the  risk 
of  the  operation  failing  upon  the 
Treasury.  '  Hy  experience  is  tiiat 
improTements  tail  quite  as  often  as 
they  succeed,  and  therefore,  it  must  be 
a  risk  that  you  must  always  look  to. 

The  Mabqdhsb  of  WATEEFORD  : 
The  noble  Marquess  says  that  the 
landlord  borrows;  really  the  land- 
lord does  not  borrow.  If  a  number  of 
landlords  agree  tt^ether  to  veto  the 
improvement  they  have  the  power  of 
refusing ;  but  by  his  position  one 
man  might  have  a  very  large  estate, 
and  he  might  be  liable  for  a  very  high 
charge. 

After  some  further  conversation, 
New  Clause  7  negatived. 
Clauses  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

*The  Marquebs  of  WATEBFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  move  to  omit  this  clause 
l)ecause  I  think  it  would  be  very  in- 
jurious to  Ireland  to  have  these  very 
small  loans.  I  think  .£100  is  quite 
little  enough.  These  small  loans  are 
made  to  very  small  tenants  in  Ireland 
■who  very  often  apply  for  them,  and 
•expend  no  money  in  carrying  out  im- 
provements, but  do  the  work  them- 
selves, and  the  work  is  done  badly ; 
And  the  result  of  this  lending  is  that  we 
have  these  clauses  that  I  object  to  put 
into  the  Boiurd  of  Works  Loans  Act,  and 
ihisDrainageBilleveryyear.  TheBoard 
•of  Works  is  always  lenmng  mon^  with- 
out proper  security,  and  it  does  not  see 
that  the  work  is  properly  carried  out. 
That  is  the  case  all  over  Ireland; 
and  it  is  monstrous  to  be  obliged  to 
pay  for  the  bad  debts  incurred  by 
the  Board  of  Works.  I  am  told 
they  have  volumes  and  volumes  full 
of  bad  debts.  My  Lords  we  have 
been  protesting  all  along  against  this 
system,  and  I  think  it  would  hs  a  great 
lienefit  if  the  law  were  not  altered  in 
diis  particular,  that  a  less  sum  than 
£100  should  not  be  lent. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  3, 
line  26,  to  leave  out  Clause  9.— {The 
Marquess  of  Waterford.) 

Eael  CADOGAN  :  Might  I  point 
out  to  my  noble  Friend  that  this  clause 
•does  not  apply  to  drainage  loans — 


it  affiles  only  to  small  loans  for  other 
purposes?  My  noble  Friend  will  see 
that  the  title  of  the  Bill  is,  "  An  Act 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
drainage  and  improvement  of  land 
in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes ", 
and  it  appeared  desirable  to  mtUie  pro* 
vision  for  smidler  loans  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD  : 
I  think  it  is  a  most  undesirable  thing 
myself,  and  I  would  wish  the  noble 
Duke  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)  were  here 
because  he  has  protesb^  against  the 
loans  over  and  over  a^in. 

The  Eabl  of  AIU^N:  My  Lords, 
very  often,  in  the  case  of  these  small 
loans,  by  the  time  the  land,  for  which 
they  were  borrowed,  comes  into  the 
landlord's  hands,  the  improvements 
have  disappeared  altogether,  and  there 
is  no  benefit  left. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. 

-The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD : 
I  have  got  an  Amendment  to  this 
clause  which  is  very  technical ;  but  I 
believe  the  machinery  put  into  this  Bill 
has  been  put  in  by  mistake.  My 
Amendment  is  in  line  30  to  insert  sub- 
sections 1,  2,  3,  5  and  6.  I  am  told 
that  the  machinery  in  the  clause  is 
very  much  too  cumbrous,  and  too 
expensive  to  deal  with  the  collection  of 
a  £5  debt.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
able  to  argue  the  question,  but  I  am 
sure  it  was  not  intended  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  apply  such  an  extremely  com- 
plicated clause  to  the  collection  of  £5. 
I  hope  the  noble  Lord  vrill  agree  to 
the  Amendment. 

Earl  CADOGAN:  If  my  noble 
Friend  moves  the  Amendment  as  it 
stands  on  the  Paper  I  am  prepared  to 
agree  to  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  10,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  11  and  12  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next. 

IIERCHANT  SHIPPma  ACTS  AUEND- 
UENT  BILL. 
THIRD  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third 
Reading  read. 
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Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
3»." — (rA*  Jj^yrd  Herschell.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  Question?  that  the  Bill  do  pass, 
Lord  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  before 
this  Bill  passes,  I  wish  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  m  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  he 
would  see  any  objectloa  to  inserting 
the  word  "default"  in  place  of  the 
word  "offence"  in  Clause  2,  line  15? 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  is  some- 
what important,  because,  under  an  Act 
of  1884,  anybody  convicted  of  an  offence 
is  liable  to  be  put  into  prison,  and  it  is 
held  by  some  that  the  occurrence  of 
ihe  word  "offence"  in  this  clause 
might  apply  to  the  defaults  with  re- 
spect to  the  nature  of  the  pubUcation  or 
dehvery  of  copies  of  certificates. 
Obviously,  to  put  a  man  into  prison 
for  a  default  of  that  kind  would  be 
too  severe  a  penalty.  X  think  also 
the  clause  will  run  better  with 
the  word  "default,"  because  in  the 
opening  words  of  the  clause  the  expres- 
sion is  "  If  any  person  makes  default." 

Lord  HEBSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  Amendment ; 
I  doubt  whether  the  apprehensions  are 
well-founded  ;  but  it  la  a  mere  matter 

of  drafting,  and  I  have  no  objection. 

Amendment  moved,  in  Clause  2,  line 
15,  omit  ("  oflfence  ")  and  insert  ("  de- 
fault ").—(Tke  Lord  Balfour) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

MAB  PEERAGE. 
MOTION — DISCUSSION. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  My 
Loi*d8,I  am  sorry  that  I  should  be  called 
upon  to  detain  your  Lordships  for  some 
time,  at  this  late  hour,  with  reference 
to  the  letter  which  is  referred  to  in  my 
notice  on  the  Paper ;  but  the  matter  is 
of  great  importance  to  the  persons  in- 
terested, and  I  think  it  reference 
to  the  regularity  of  your  Lordships' 
House  and  the  proceedings  therein. 
I  also  think  it  has  Very  serious  reference 
indeed  to  the  mode  of  administering 
judgment  in  this  country.  My  Lords, 
before  I  refer  to  the  contents  of 
the  letter,  I  wish  to  oall  the  attention 
of  the  noble  Lords  who.  have  signed 


it  to  the  concluding  paragraph.  I 
should  say,  my  Lords,  that  this  ques- 
tion of  the  matter  with  which  the 
letter  deals  would  have  been  treated  of 
long  since,  but  that  the  noble  Lord  who 
is  principally  interested  in  the  question 
requested,  in  consequence  of  the  state 
of  his  health,  that  the  matter  should, 
not  be  brought  on  before  Easter — he 
being  compelled,  by  the  state  of  hia 
health  and  that  of  some  members  of 
his  family,  to  be  away  from  England ; 
and  he  aiterwards  requested  a  further 
delay,  that  it  should  not  be  brought  on 
before  Whitsuntide.  My  Lords,  I  say 
this  to  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay- 
that  has  taken  place  in  bringing  forward 
this  matter  for  discussion  here.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  have  thought  it  right, 
before  giving  notice  that  I  should  bring^ 
this  matter  forward  in  your  Lordships' 
House  for  discussion,  to  cause  a  letter 
to  be  written  to  each  of  the  noble 
Lords  who  have  signed  this  document » 
which  purports  to  be  a  letter  addressed, 
to  myself.  Three  or  four  copies  of  it 
have  come  into  my  possession ;  it  ap- 
pears to  be  a  closely  typewritten  letter 
of  four  pages,  containing  a  great  num- 
ber of  statements,  about  which  I  must 
say  a  word  presently ;  but  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  is  one  which  appears 
to  me  to  raise  a  serious  question,  and  1 
am  anxious  that  the  noble  Lords  who 
signed  it,  who  I  hope  are  here  present, 
will  give  me  some  explanation  as  to 
what  it  is  intended  to  convey  by  the 
paragraph  in  question.  I  have  given 
notice,  as  I  say,  to  each  of  them — ^no 
less  than  five  and  forty  noble  Lords^ 
members  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
who  have  signed  various  copies  of  this 
document,  apparently ;  and  I  want  to 
know,  from  any  one  of  them,  if  they 
will  be  good  enough  to  explain  what  ia 
the  meaning  of  the  concluding  para- 
gi-aph  of  this  letter.  My  Lords,  after 
reciting  statements  both  of  lawand  fact, 
to  which  X  shall  have  to  refer  in  a 
moment  for  another  purpose,  they  pro- 
ceed thus — 

"  It  ia  obvions  that  Uie  matter  cannot  rest 
in  its  preseot  position :  therefore,  before 
bringing  it  forward  poblioly,  and  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  be  arranged  so  as  to  caase  M 
litUe  scandal  as  pOBsible,  we  Tentare  to  ask 
your  Ix>rdahip  kindly  to  take  the  matter  into 
your  consideration,  and  also  we  venture,  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  made  at  tiift 
recent  meeting  of  Peereat  Stafford  House" 
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— what  that  refers  to  I  do  not  know,  and 
no  information  is  conveyed  to  me  by 
the  document  in  question — 

"  to  beg  yonr  Lordship  to  b«  bo  kind  u  to 
advise  us  as  to  what  atep*  shovdd  be  tahen^  to 
remove  this  bar  to  property,  which  the  actioD 
of  the  House  of  Lords  has  ioadvertently 
l^aced  to  the  obvious  advantage  of  Lord 
Kelli^  teoA  to  the  Borions  detriment  of  Lord 
Mar  and  his  heirs,  thus  nawarrantably  Inter- 
fering with  individual  rights." 

My  Lords,  that  is  the  concluding 
paragraph ;  and  with  perfect  sincerity 
I  am  compelled  to  admit  that  I  do  not 
know  what  it  means.   Is  it  supposed 
that,  speaking  of  myself  in  my  judicial 
capacity,  1  am  to  give  advice  to  some 
one  of  the  parties  to  a  litigation  as  to 
how  they  should  proceed?    I  cannot 
suppose  that  any  noble  Lord  who  put 
his  hand  to  this  Paper  could  for  a 
moment   suggest    that  an  ex  parte 
application  should  be  made  to  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Judges,  who  wonld 
ultimately  have  to  c^ide  some  ques- 
tion judicially,  to  give  him  advice  as  to 
how  he  should  proceed.    My  Lords, 
for  reasons  which  I  will  explain  in  a 
moment,   I  was  unable  to  give  the 
answer  that  I  should  give  to  any 
such  suggestion,   if    it    were  made 
seriously  in  the  sense  which  I  have 
attributed  to  those  words — namely, 
tliat  nothing  could  be  more  irregular 
or  improper  than  to  apply  ex  parte, 
behind  the  back  of  the  other  side,  to  a 
Judge  to  step  in  and  advise  in  any 
way  on  such  a  subject.   The  reason 
why    I  could  not   give   any  such 
answer    is    that     the    matter  is, 
both    by    legislation    and  judicial 
decision,  absolutely  concluded,  and  that 
no  question,  no  investigation,  no  fur- 
ther inquiry  into  the    matter,  can 
possibly  be  had ;  therefore  I  could  not 
say  that  it  would  come  before  me  as  a 
Judge,  because  it  certainly  could  not 
— and  I  was  for  that  reason  unable  to 
give  that  answer.   But,  my  Lords,  one 
knows  that  from  time  to  time  this 
question  has  been  mooted  in  this 
House,  and  I  shall  have  to  read  to 
your  Lordships  presently  the  Resolu- 
tion which  stands  on  the  Records  of 
this  House  upon  this  subject ;  and  for 
that  reason  also  I  was  unable  to  give 
the  answer  that  I  suggested  should  be 

given  if  a  judicial  matter  was  brought 
efore  me  for  advice  by  one  of  the 


parties.    But,  my  Lords,  I  want  now 
to  ask  another  question  of  any  of  the 
noble  Lords  who  are  here  and  have 
signed  this  Paper.    I  find  in  it  a  great 
number  of  statements  of  fact  and  of 
law  which,  according  to  ray  view,  are 
absolutely  inaccurate.   I  do  not  say 
whether  they  are  wrong — I  only  give 
my  opinion  upon  the  matter— but  I  tmnk 
they  are.   And  what  I  ask  is :  Do  the 
noble  Lords  who  put  their  names  to 
this  document,  the  five  and  forty  of 
them,  mean  to  suggest  that  they  have 
investigated  these  facts  for  themselves 
and  come  to  this  conclusion  ?    I  am 
aware  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
noble  Lord,  I  think,  rose  in  his  place 
and  said  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  say 
that  the  noble  Lords  had  pledged  them- 
selves to  the  various  facts  and  state- 
ments, either  of  law  or  fact,  that  were 
therein  contained,  and  that  all  that 
they  intended  to  imply  by  their  si^a- 
tures  was  that  the  matter  required 
investigation.    Whether  that  proposi- 
tion was  a  good  excuse  in  that  case  or 
not,  I  cannot  say ;  but  it  certainly  is 
not  applicable  to  the  present  document 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand ;  because  this 
is  addressed  to  me  under  the  signature 
of  those  five  and  forty  noble  Lords. 
They  say,  '*  We  find  "  ;  and  then  they 
proceed  with  a  variety  of  statements 
with  which,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  un- 
able to  concur.    Now,  my  Lords,  you 
will  see  at  once  that  there  are  two 
things   which   are    dealt    with  in, 
this  Paper.     One  is   a   question  of 
principle ;    and,    as    your  Lordships 
will     have     gathered     from  the 
concluding  paragraph  that  I  have  read, 
it  is  said  that  some  great  injustice  has 
been  done  to  the  noble  Lord.    Let  me 
assure  the  noble  Lord  that  what  I  have 
to  say  on  this  matter  is  conceived  in  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to  him.    I  can  well 
understand  and  appreciate  the  fact  that 
he,  in  common  with  every  other  liti- 
gant who  is  unsuccessful,  is  under  the 
impression  that  the  tribunal  which  de- 
cided against  him  is  entirely  wrong ;  I 
assume  that  that  is  the  sincere  state  of 
his  mind.    But  it  is  new  to  me  that 
any  litigant  whatever,  after  a  matter 
has  been  adjudicated  finally  by  the 
final  Court  of  Appeal,  can  ask  a^in 
and  again  to  raise  the  same  question. 
Let  me,  In  the  first  instance,  apply 
myself  to  the  question  of  the  property 
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That,  my  Lords,  depended  upon  the 
construction  of  a  written  instrument. 
It  came  before  the  Lord  Ordinary  in 
Scotland ;  it  then  came  on  appeal  be- 
fore the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Seasion. 
Both  of  those  tribunids  unanimously 
pronounced  in  one  direction.  It  then 
came  before  your  Lordships,  sitting  as 
a  Court  of  Appeal — the  final  Court  of 
Appeal  in  this  country ;  and,  by  an 
equally  unanimous  decision  of  this 
House,  the  decision  of  the  Lord 
Ordinary,  and  the  decision  of  the 
whole  Court  of  Session  of  Scotland, 
were  afiirmed.  Now,  in  that  condition 
of  things,  I  do  not  know  what  privi- 
lege there  is  on  the  part  of  any  noble 
Lord,  a  member  of  this  House,  any 
more  than  on  the  part  of  the  humblest 
of  the  Queen's  subjects,  to  raise  again 
a  question  that  has  once  been  judi- 
cially decided ;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  a  most  serious  and  important  ques- 
tion if  such  a  matter  could  be  enter- 
tained for  a  moment.  My  Lords,  I  am 
aware  that  in  this  Paper,  it  is  said — 
and  I  think  most  inaccurately  said — 
that  the  noble  Lord  was  precluded 
from  urging  his  claim  as  he  otherwise 
might  have  done,  because  he  was  not  at 
that  time  permitted  his  right  to  call 
himself,  and  to  claim  the  privile^  of, 
the  Earl  of  Mar.  My  Lords,  such  a 
question  was  absolutely  irrelevant  to 
the  decision.  The  decision  proceeded 
on  the  construction  of  a  written 
document,  and  whether  the  noble 
Lord  called  himself  by  the  title  which 
he  now,  under  Statute,  enjoys,  or 
whether  he  was  only  pleading  in  the 
Court  as  a  commoner,  was  absolutely 
and  entirely  irrelevant.  The  unanimous 
decision  of  all  the  Courts  in  Scotland 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  unanimous 
decision  of  your  Lordf  mips'  House,  and 
under  no  circumstances  is  it  possible  to 
raise  the  question  again.  My  Lords, 
I  will  confine  myself  for  a  moment  to 
the  question  of  property,  and  I  do  en- 
treat the  noble  Lords  who  have  signed 
this  document  to  ask  themselves 
whether  it  is  calculated  to  aid  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  or  in  main- 
taining the  dignity  and  position  of  your 
Lordwips'  House,  that  because  a  liti- 
gant is  a  member  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  he  should  be  permitted  to  raise 
a^in,  by  a  discossion,  apparently,  in 
tlds  House,  in  its  legislative  and  de- 

The  Lord  QhanceUor 


liberative  capacity,  questions  which 
have  been  finally  decided  by  the  final 
Court  of  Appeal?  My  Lords,  I  now 
turn  to  the  question  of  title.  That 
there  were  dimcolties  about  the  ques- 
tion of  title  there  is  no  doubt.  A  great 
many  people  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  re- 
ceived what  was  justly  due  to  him, 
namely  the  title  and  honours  which  he 
now  possesses  and  enjoys  ;  and  accord- 
ingly, in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  difii- 
cuity  that  was  felt  by  himself  and  other 
persons,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
passed  on  the  subject,  and  that  Act  of 
Parliament  is  absolutely  final  so  far  as 
litigation  can  go.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  greater  ^ower  in  this  country  ofi 
such  a  question ;  it  is  absolutely  and 
finally  determined.  Then,  my  Lorde, 
what  remains  ?  If  the  noble  Lords 
who  signed  the  Paper  ask  me  publicly 
in  my  place  in  Parliament  what  is  the 
mode  by  which  they  should  proceed, 
my  answer  is  very  simple :  Repeal  that 
Act  of  Parliament ;  proceed  in  due 
course  of  law  before  the  Courts  on  a 
question  of  litigation,  and  take  the  final 
decision.  If  you  want  to  get  rid  of 
what  an  Act  of  Parliament  has  done, 
you  mast  repeal  that  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Therefore  the  answer  is  a  very 
simple  one  ;  and  in  that  form  let  the 
noble  Lord,  or  some  person  who  is 
interested  on  his  behalf,  prepare  a  Bill 
and  bring  it  in  ;  and  then  that  question, 
which  he  thinks  waserroneously  decided 
by  the  Statute  that  has  been  passed 
upon  the  subject,  can  be  properly  de- 
bated, and  if  it  should  please  Her 
Majesty — for  Her  Majesty's  prerogative 
isincluded  also  in  this  transaction — that 
matter  can  be  deliberated  again.  But, 
in  the  meantime,  the  question  of  title 
having  been  finally  decided  by  Statute, 
and  the  question  of  property  having 
been  decided  by  the  last  tribunal  in 
this  country,  it  appears  to  me  that  such 
a  letter  as  I  have  pointed  out,  about 
raising  the  question  with  as  little 
scandal  as  possible — using  the  language 
of  the  document  itself — and  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  alter  what  has 
been  finally  decided,  both  by  the  Legis- 
lature and  by  the  Courts  of  Law,  is 
entirely  inappropriate.  My  Lords,  I 
have  mentioned  also  that  this  question 
has  already  been  raised  in  this  House, 
when  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Galloway. 
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moved  a  Besolntion;  which  was  met  on 
the  1st  July,  1889,  by  an  Amendment 
moved  by  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Selborne),  who  ia  near  me, 
which  is  in  these  words,  and  which  now 
stands  upon  the  Records  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House : — 

That  the  right  of  the  Karl  of  Mar  and 
Kellie,  in  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  to  an  Earl- 
dom of  Mar,  created  in  1565,  having  been 
-established  on  claim  duly  made  before  the 
Committee  of  Frivilcme,  and  eoofirmed 
Y13  Resolution  of  this  Hoose  in  1876,  and 
iMTing  been  since  reeognUed  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1865  for  the  restitution 

■  of  the  more  aneient  Earldom  of  Hsr,  and  the 
]ate  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kellie  having  aat  in  this 
House  bythattitleasoneof  theRepreseotatiTe 
Peers  for  Scotland,  the  right  and  title  of  his 
suoeessor,  now  Ban  of  Her  and  KelUe,  to  that 
Pemge  is  unimpeachable  in  law,  and  cannot 
be  oaUed  in  question  in  this  House." 

'That  Besolution,  I  say,  was  passed, 
and  stands  on  the  Becords  of  your 
Lordships'  House;  and  under  those 
-  circumstances  I  do  venture  to  ask 
noble  Lords  whether  it  is  consistent 
with  the  respect  due  to  a  Besolution  so 
passed  that  such  a  document  as  I  have 
referred  to  should  be  presented  to  me 
for  my  advice  and  assistance  in  order 
to  raise  this  question  again.  My  Lords, 
I  have  made  this  statement,  and  I  do 
assure  the  noble  Earl  who  is  principally 
interested  that  it  is  with  the  most 
hearty  sympathy  that  I  have  felt  it  ray 
•  duty  to  say  this.  I  am  sure  he  thinks 
he  is  ill-used,  and,  for  all  I  know  to  the 

■  contrary,  he  may  have  been  ;  but  what 
I  venture  to  point  out  to  hiui,  as  I 
would  to  anybody  who  is  disappointed 
in  litigation,  is  that  he  must  acquiesce 
in  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  Law, 
and  that  when  once  the  decision  of  the 
final  Ck)urt  has  been  reached  there  is 
no  appeal. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  just  to  add  a  word  only  to 
what  my  noble  and  leainied  Friend  has 
said.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  that  he  is  labouring 
under  a  complete  misapprehension 
in  sup^sing  that  the  decision  which 
determmed  the  question  of  Privilege — 
which  of  course  is  a  question  in 
which  he  is  deeply  interested — was  in 
the  slightest  degree  afifected  by  the 
'  question  which  was  determined  on  by 
the  Committee  of  Privileges,  and  after- 
wards affirmed  by  this  House.  Sup- 
posing that  that  decision  had  been  the 


other  way,  supposing  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privikges  Imd  found  against 
the  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kellie  in  his  daim 
to  the  Earldom  of  Mar,  the  fact  that  they 
had  done  so  would  not  have  been  a  bar  to 
his  proceeding  to  obtain  a  declaration 
of  his  right  to  the  property,  and  the 
decision  of  this  House  would  have 
been  precisely  and  absolutely  the 
same.  It  is  always  difficult,  I  know, 
to  persuade  those  who  entertain  a 
strong  view  about  any  question  that 
nearly  concerns  themselves ;  but  I 
am  quite  sm:e  the  noble  Earl  will 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  in  saying 
this  my  sole  desire  is,  if  possible,  to 
disabnse  him  of  the  impression  that,  as 
regards  the  question  of  property,  any 
mistake,  if  a  mistake  was  made,  in  the 
previous  decision  as  regards  title,  can 
have  in  the  slightest  degree  prejudiced 
him.  The  question  of  property  was 
determined  upon  different  considera- 
tions from  those  which  had  issue  in 
the  Peerage  case ;  and,  as  I  have  said, 
if  the  claimant  in  the  Peerage  case  had 
been  unsuccessful,  the  decision  of  the 
Courts  and  of  this  House  must  have 
been  the  same.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  think  the  noble  Lord  will  see 
that  nothing  really  is  to  be  gained  by 
the  continuance  of  this  controversy. 
As  regards  the  question  of  the  Peerage, 
he  enjoys  now  the  ancient  Earldom 
under  undoubted  right,  for  it  has  been 
confirmed  to  him  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
As  regards  the  property,  the  decision 
has  been  against  him — no  doubt 
unfortunately  for  him — of  the  Courts 
and  of  this  House ;  and  that  b^  has 
no  means  of  altering;  because  I  am 
quite  sure  that  this  House  would  never 
dream — nor  would  Parliament  ever 
dream  of  altering  by  legislation — and 
that  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  could 
be  altered — in  favour  of  one  of  two 
litigants  a  decision  of  this  House  in 
favour  of  the  other ;  it  is  a  matter  of 
absolute  impossibility ;  it  has  never 
been  done ;  it  never  could  be  done. 
If,  therefore,  I  could  only  persuade 
the  noble  Earl  that  he  is  dissipating 
energy,  really,  on  a  hopeless  endeavotir, 
I  should,  I  am  ^uite  sure,  have  done 
bim  the  best  service  that  anybody  could 
possibly  render  him. 
•The  Earl  of  SELBORNE:  My 
Lords,  I  have  been  much  more  fre- 
quently called  upon  than  I  could  wish 
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to  advise  this  House  on  questions  con- 
nected with  this  subject ;  but  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Earl  opposite,  and  all 
your  Lordships,  that  in  anything  which 
I  have  at  any  time  said  or  done— and 
I  am  sensible  that  it  has  been  in  some 
quarters  misconstrued — I  have  never 
had  anything  whatever  in  view  but  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  and  the  duty  whioh  I  con- 
ceived to  be  incumbent  upon  those  who 
occupied  the  position  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  occupying,  namely,  to 
maintain  the  ordinary  course  of  the 
administration  of  law,  including  the 
authority  of  the  decisions  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House  in  Committee  of  Privileges 
on  the  subject  of  claims  to  Peerages. 
My  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  property, 
it  fell  to  my  lot  to  be  one  of  those 
Lords  who  had  to  hear  the  arguments 
in  that  'Oase,  and  to  take  part  in  the 
decision ;  Lord  Cairns  was  dnother,  and 
Lord  O'Hagan  was  a  third.  In  the 
argument,  some  question  was  sug- 
gested as  to  an  intention  of  the  creator 
of  the  entail  of  the  property  to  unite 
it  with  the  Peerage.  In  the  view  of 
Lord  Cairns  and  of  myself,  there  was 
no  foundation  for  that  argument,  as 
aftecting  the  question  under  appeal,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  neither  Lord  Cairns 
nor  myself  so  much  as  referred  to  the 
title  to  the  Peerage  in  deciding  that 
qnestion.  As  the  matter  had  been 
argued,  it  was  noticed,  I  think,  by  our 
noble  colleague,  Lord  O'Hagan,  who 
said  that  if  that  point  were  material,  or 
something  to  that  effect,  the  right  to 
the  Peerage  held  by  the  Earl  of  Mar 
and  Kelhe  had  been  estabhshedby  this 
House,  and  that,  in  hisopinion,  from  that 
point  of  view  the  case  would  not  have 
prospered  more  than  from  any  other. 
But  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl  that 
in  the  opinion  of  every  one  of  the 
Loi*ds  who  decided  that  case,  and  also, 
as  I  understood,  in  the  opinion  of  both 
branches  of  the  Court  of  Session  of 
Scotland,  the  right  to  the  property  was 
clear,  without  any  reference  whatever 
to  the  Peerage. 

*Thk  Eakl  op  MAR:  My  Lords,  I 
must  first  express  my  thanks  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack for  his  good  nature  in  allowing 
this  matter  to  be  postponed  on  account 
of  my  absence  abroad;  and  I  must 
next  regret  the  absence,  through  death. 

The  Marl  of  Selbome 


of  several  noble  Lords  who  signed  this- 
letter  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 
I  may  safely  say,  at  the  outset,  that 
this  is  one  of  the  gravest  matter  that 
have  ever  come  before  your  Lordships  ; 
it  serioudy  affects  the  dignity  of  this- 
House  and  the  integrity  of  the  whole 
Peerage — not  only  of  the  Peerage  of 
Scotlfuid  but  of  the  whole  Peerage — 
which  has  been  violated  by  the  action, 
of  tfais  House,  and  by  most  of  the 
members  of  this  House  in  perfect 
ignorance  of  the  facts  which  have 
caused  that  violation  of  the  integrity  of 
the  Peerage.  It  has  also  a&ected^ 
as  I  maintain  and  am  prepared  to  con- 
tend, and  I  am  sure  my  heira  after  mo- 
will  contend,  in  a  most  serious  way  th& 
rights  to  the  property  enjoyed  by  my 
ancestors  in  the  same  line  through 
which  I  maintain  that  I  am  entitled  t(v 
the  property,  under  the  entail  made  by 
my  ancestors,  for  the  express  and 
admitted  purpose  and  defcerminationi 
of  providing  for  the  ancient  Earldom 
of  Mar  attainted  in  1715,  and  restored, 
emphatically  and  explicitly  tbix>ugh 
female  succession,  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  1824,  and  which  has  devolved 
upon  me  under  that  Act.  I  have 
a  copy  of  the  entail  here  close  at  hand,, 
every  word  of  which  I  published ;  I  like 
every  word  that  I  say  to  be  known  on 
the  housetop — the  whole  of  the  entail 
is  public  property,  while  my  opponents- 
try  to  hush  it  up  and  to  stifle  aSi 
investigation — and  that  being  the  case, 
with  the  entail  before  me  which  I 
could  read,  but  from  which  I  will  only 
quote  a  short  passage  from  memory,  I 
say  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that 
the  entailers  could  have  intended  the 
Mar  Estates  of  Alloa  to  have  devolved 
upon  my  opponent  the  Earl  of  Kellie. 
I  say  that  with  the  most  perfect  con- 
fidence, and  will  quote  as  follows : — 

"  The  entailers  ((oreBeeioK  this  reitoratioB> 
of  the  ancient  Earldom  of  Mar  through  the 
female  succeaaion  in  1824)  expresBly  provided 
that  the  heirs  mate  and  female  who  succeed 
to  these  estates  under  this  destination  shall, 
in  case  the  attainder  of  the  Earldom  of  Mar 
be  reversed,  hold  the  ancient  dignity  of  Mar." 

They  anticipated  this  restoration  of 
1824  in  the  plainest  language,  and 
went  on  to  say  : — 

"  This  rigbtHhall  always  anduulteraUy  fall 
and  pertain  to  the  aearest  heir." 

Now  Lord  Keliie  does  not  even  claim 
to  be  the  nearest  heir.   My  Lords,  it  is> 
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but  right  that  I  should  explain  to  you 
in  a  word  that  Lord  KeUie  does  not 
claim  these  estates  as  heir  male,  as  it 
has  very  generally  been  given  oat  that 
he  does.  If  your  Lordships  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  entail  for  your- 
selves, and  also  the  judgments  of  the 
Courta,  you  will  find  that  Lord  KeUie 
is  obliged  to  put  a  construction  on  the 
entail  that  it  is  neither  for  the  Earl- 
dom of  Mar,  alleged  to  have  been  given 
to  him  and  confirmed  by  this  House  in 
1875,  as  a  title  restricted  to  heirs 
male,  nor  for  the  ancient  Earldom 
of  Mar,  through  female  heirship, 
in  right  of  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  address  your  Lordships.  I 
say  therefore  :  Is  it  right,  in  the  face  of 
that  oonstruction  of  this  entail,  which 
ought  to  be  perfectly  public  and  ought 
to  be  before  your  Lordships'  House, 
that  Lord  KeUie  should  be  possessing 
these  estates?  My  Lords,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  and 
two  noble  Lords  opposite  have  been 
good  enough  to  say  that  they  consider 
that  there  has  been  no  bar  to  my  rights 
owing  to  the  construction  put  on  the 
entail  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Session  and  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  beg  to  express  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion.  With  all  deference  to 
their  Lordships,  I  say  that  the  bar  is  a 
very  serious  one,  and  that  it  has  been 
caused  by  a  perversion  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  entailers.  The  Courts 
have  adjudged  these  estates  on  the 
gi-ound  that  I  was  a  commoner. 
Now  a  man  cannot  be  a  commoner 
and  a  Peer  at  the  same  time,  and 
I  was  a  Peer  when  the  case  was 
before .  the  Courts.  There  was  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1885, 
which  has  already  been  mentioned 
and  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  refer  to. 
Under  that  Act,  which  could  not  make  me 
Lord  Mar,  it  was  declared  that  I 
had,  in  1866,  on  my  uncle's  death, 
already  inherited  this  Earldom  through 
a  long  line  of  ancestry  from  early  days. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  am  independent  of 
that  Act.  I  stand  here  under  the  Act 
of  1824,  which  has  been  ignored  and 
evaded  by  this  House.  That  Act 
of  1824  araures  me  of  my  rights 
through  the  female  succession ;  and 
I  say  that  it  is  a  very  great  indig- 
nity to  this  House  that  that  Act  should 
have  been  ignored  and  evaded.  My 


Lords,  what  did  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  say  with  regard  to  that  Act 
in  1875,  on  Lord  Kellie'a  claim  ?  The 
late  Lord  Chelmsford  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  explicit  acknowledgment  of 
the  succession  through  female  descent^ 
that  "it  is  an  accurate  description  of  hia 
title  without  reference  to  the  course  by 
which  it  was  derived."  My  Lords,  I 
venture  to  say  that  that  is  in  plain 
words  nonsense.  The  late  Lord  Bedes- 
dale  said  that  the  Act  could  not  be 
held  to  have  any  application  to  the 
matter,  and  it  was  not  inquired  into. 
Now,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  very  serious 
point  connected  with  that.  The  late 
Lord  Bedesdale  must  have  been  under 
a  very  serious  misapprehension — I  am 
afraid  it  was  something  rather  wofse — ■ 
when  he  said  it  was  not  inquired  into. 
What  do  I  find  ?  There  was  a  Report 
of  Inquiry  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  preliminary  to  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  on  which  the  Act  was  con- 
fessedly constructed,  though  the  late 
Lord  Redesdale  said  that  there  was  no- 
inquiry  made.  This  inquiry  and  Re- 
port of  1824,  which  I  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  order  to  be  presented  to  thi«- 
House,  on  which  this  Act  was  con* 
structed,  distinctly  shows  that  my 
uncle,  whom  I  succeeded  in  1866,  ana 
his  father  and  grandfather,  succeeded 
as  the  heirs  of  Lady  Frances,  the 
daughter  of  the  attainted  Earl.  The 
Report  and  the  Act  rest  this  restora- 
tion upon  the  fact  of  the  femalo 
descent  1  Now,  Lord  KeUie  claimed 
by  a  restriction  to  heirs  male  ;  and  yet 
that  Report,  signed  by  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  declaring  the 
Restoration  to  be  through  femals 
heirship,  was  treated  as  waste  paper.- 
When  this  Report  came  before  your 
Lordships'  House  in  1876,  it  was 
ignored  and  evaded,  and  rejected  as 
evidence,  although,  my  Lords,  the 
same  three  Lords  on  the  Committee*, 
who  sat  on  the  Nairn  Peerage  case 
shortly  afterwards,  accepted  an  exactly 
similar  Report  to  that  which  they 
rejected  in  the  Mar  case  on 
Lord  Kellie's  claim.  My  Lords,  why 
are  these  things  to  be?  Why  should 
an  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  which  support  my 
rights  be  scattered  to  the  winds  in 
your  Lordships'  House,  either  in  Debate 
or  when  the  matter  is  before  the  Com- 
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ndttee  of  PriTilegeB?   It  seems  to  me 
'extraordinaire  that  the  interests  of  one 
individual  should  be  bolstered  up  by 
eTaBions   uid  distortions,  while  the 
Restoration  Act  of  1824,  under  which 
my  uncle  and  his  ancestors  held  the 
title  of  Mar,  should  be  scattered  to  the 
"winds,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  which  dis- 
tinctly   declared    that    the  estates 
as  well  as  the  title,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  heirs  male,   had  been 
transmitted  to  the  heirs  of  the  Lady 
Frances— thereby  putting  Lord  KeUie, 
if   I   may  use  a  common  expres- 
sion, out  of  the  field.    My  Lords,  I 
must  allude  to  one  authority  whom  all 
•of  your  Lordships  will  respect  very 
much  indeed  —  I  refer  to  the  late  Lord 
Famborough,  whom  I  had  the  privilege 
•of  knowing  very  well  as  Sir  Erskine 
May.    He  told  me  again  and  again 
that  it  was  all  very  well  for  the  House 
-of  Lords  to  try  and  ignore  the  fact,  but 
-they  never  could  get  over  the  fact  that 
"the  1824  Bestoraticn  Act,  which  was 
passed  by  the  Crown,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, enectu^y  put  Lord  Kellie  out 
•of  the  field  if  it  was  ^ven  the  weight 
that  it  was  entitled  to.  and  that  it 
-substantiated  my  rights  to  the  ancient 
Earldom  of  Mar.    My  Lords,  this  was 
long  before  1886 ;  and  I  think  Lord 
Famborough  was  as  good  an  inter- 
preter of  Acts  of  ParUament  as  anyone 
■else  —  indeed  a  good  deal  better — and 
■as  we  all  know  he  was  the  greatest 
■authority  on  constitutional  law.  Now, 
my  Lords,  the  Preamble  of  that  Act 
•of   1824    states  that  "  whereas  he 
was  the  grandson  and  lineal  repre- 
sentative through  his  mother"  there- 
fore   he    was    restored.  Another 
.authority,  Sir  Peter  Maxwell,  in  his 
-work     on     the     interpretation  of 
Statutes,  says  that  the  Preamble  of 
^an  Act  is  to  represent  the  meaning  of 
it.    My  Lords,  I  will  pass  on  from 
the  Act  of  1824,  pausing  only  to  say 
this.    I  am  reminded  that,  when  this 
Act  of  1824  was  brought  before  a 
<!ommittee  of  your  Lordships'  House 
-on  the  Bill  of  1885,  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  has  gone  out  of  the 
House  (Lord  Selbome),  who  was  then 
in  the  Chair,  actually  got  this  Act 
■of  1824  rejected.     That  is  the  way 
in  which  Acts  of   Parliament  have 
Jbeen  treated  when  they  go  against 
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Lord  Kellie  and  when  they  support  my 
rights. 

*Thb  Duke  op  EICHMOND  and 
GOBDON  :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  Order. 
X  do  not  offer  any  opinion  upon  the 
merits  of  this  case  ;  but  I  really  do  not 
think  that  the  noble  Lord  behind  me 
has  any  right  to  impugn  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Lord  Selbome  in  the  way 
he  has  now  done.  Lord  Selbome  has  told 
your  Lordships  very  plainly  the  coui-se 
which  he  took  and  which  was  taken  in 
this  House ;  and  for  the  noble  Lord 
behind  me  to  say  that  Lord  Selbome 
got  an  Act  of  Parliament  set  aside, 
because  it  was  in  Lord  Mar's  favour 
and  against  the  noble*  Lord  who  was 
contending  with  him  for  the  title,  is  a 
line  of  conduct  which  I  do  not  think 
your  Lordships  will  consider  ought  to 
be  pursued. 
*The  Eabl  of  MAB  :  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Duke  it  is  but  fair  to  me  that  I 
should  recall,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can, 
the  action  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  has  left  the  House  (Lord 
Selbome)  with  regard  to  me.  It  is  but 
a  very  short  time  ago  that  his  Lordship 
got  up  in  his  place  and  said  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Kellie  asking  him  to  advocate  his  cause — 
"an  appeal,"  his  Lordship  said,  "which 
I  could  not  resist."  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  was  very  extraordinary  conduct 
for  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  who  has 
been  Lord  Chancellor,  and  whose  duty 
I  conceive  it  may  be  to  sit  on  a  judiciaJ 
question  still,  to  get  up  in  this  House 
and  say  that  he  is  advocating  the  cause 
of  one  individual  and  throwing  the 
whole  weight  of  his  influence  and  the 
very  great  weight  that  attaches  to 
every  word  that  he  says  in  favour  of 
one  litigant  1 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  am  afraid  I  must  intermpt  the 
noble  Lord ;  he  is,  unintentionally  I 
have  no  doubt,  misrepresenting  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  who  is  absent. 
All  that  Lord  Selborne  did  on  that  oc- 
casion— it  was  on  a  former  occasion, 
long  after  the  judicial  decision  had 
been  arrived  at — was  this  :  the  matter 
was  brou^t  forward  by  the  noble  Lord, 
Lord  Galloway,  and  Lord  Selbome  said 
that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Lord  Mar  and  KelUe,  who 
was  at  that  time  a  minor  and  not 
a  member  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
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and,  therefore,  was  not  able  himself  to 
answer  the  noble  Earl  who  is  address- 
ing your  Lordships  now ;  and  Lord 
Selbome  said  that  as,  under  these 
circumstances,  Lord  Mar  and  Kellie 
was  unable  to  appear  himself,  he  had 
been  appealed  to  to  give  his  version  of 
what  the  noble  Earl  is  now  discussing, 
and  which  without  Lord  Selbome's 
advocacy,  or  whatever  phrase  was 
used,  might,  according  to  the  view  of 
Lord  Mar  and  Kellie,  not  have  been 
represented  in  this  House.  I  wanted 
to  correct  the  noble  Earl  in  what  he 
appears  to  be  representing — that  Lord 
Selbome,  in  his  judicial  capacity,  ever 
uttered  any  such  phrase. 

*The  Eabl  op  mar  :  I  am  obliged  to 
remind  your  Lordships  of  the  action  of 
Lord  Selborne,  who  has  left  the  House ; 
because  he  made  a  remark  of  which  I 
took  a  note  just  now.  His  Lordship 
said  that  he  had  never  done  anything 
but  to  uphold  to  the  best  of  his  ability 
the  dignity  of  this  House,  and  to 
maintain  law  and  order.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  venture  to  think  that  it  is  not 
exactly  maintaining  law  and  order  and 
upholding  the  dignity  of  this  House  to 
have  brought  in,  as  his  Lordship  did 
when  he  was  Lord  Chancellor,  a  Bill, 
called  the.  Scotch  Representative 
Peers  Bill,  but  which  was  a  Bill  really 
framed  with  the  object  of  altering 
the  time-honoured  Union  Roll,  scatter- 
ing to  the  winds  the  Treaty  of  Union, 
and  making  a  list  of  Peers  instead  of 
Peerages ;  and,  when  it  was  narrowed 
Ao\\n  to  its  true  intent,  the  noble 
Lord  was  obliged  to  get  up  in  his  place 
in  his  defence  and  say  that  he  had  been 
very  seriously  misled  in  the  framing  of 
that  Bill.  But  it  was  found  that  the 
Bill  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of,  I 
must  say,  bolstering  up  the  title  of  Lord 
Kellie,  which  is  widely  known  all  over 
the  world  to  have  been  an  official 
fiction  of  1875,  and  never  to 
have  been  among  the  Peerages  of 
Scotland ;  and  it  never  can  be  funong 
the  Peerages  of  Scotland,  because, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  the  Crown, 
Lords,  and  Commons  are  precluded 
from  creating  a  Peerage  of  Scotland, 
which  in  this  case  is  attempted.  The 
Bill  was  accepted  by  your  Lordships 
unwittingly.  But,  my  Lords,  what 
happened  to  this  Bill  of  Lord  Sel- 
boL-ne's   in    1875  ?    I    am  bound 


to  say  that,  with  the  great  weight 
attaching  to  the  position  of  tbo 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  especially  aa 
Lord  Chancellor  at  the  time,  it  passed 
through  your  Lordships'  House.  Bub 
what  happened  immediately  after  ? 
This  Bill  was  protested  against  by  no 
less  than  eighty-one  Peers — a  most  un- 
usual event  to  happen — and  I  trust 
such  a  thing  will  never  happen  again, 
that  this  House  should  be  so  dismraoed 
by  that  noble  and  learned  upholder  of 
law  and  order  I  It  went  down  to  the> 
other  House  protested  against  by^ 
eighty-one  Peers  as  *'  an  act  of  indi- 
vidual injustice "  against  me,  and  the-- 
Bill  was  perforce  withdrawn.  My 
Lords,  what  did  the  late  noble  and 
very  learned  Lord  Crawford  and  Bal- 
carres  say  in  his  great  work  on  the 
Earldom  of  Mar  ?  He  said  that 
"  Lord  Selborne's  views  were  fatal  to 
the  whole  Peerage  of  Scotland,  if  not 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  itself.'* 
(Vol.  ii.,  p.  294).  You  must  admit  that 
no  one  has  ever  given  such  attrition 
to  the  matter  of  Scotch  Peerage  Law  as- 
the  late  Lord  Crawford,  who,  although 
he  was  a  layman,  was  really  in  intelli- 
gence, cultivation,  and  knowledge  one 
of  the  greatest  Peerage  lawyers  of  the 
day.  My  Lords,  I  think  it  does  not  ■ 
come  very  well  from  the  noble  Lord, 
Lord  Selbome,  to  say  that  he  has 
been  consistent  in  endeavouring  to 
maintain  law  and  order  and  to  uphold 
the  dignity  of  the  House.  Now,  my 
Lords,  it  is  my  duty  to  allude  to  the 
Bill  of  1885.  That  Bill  was  produced 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances ;  it 
was  led  up  to,  I  may  say,  by  the  voice 
and  opinion  of  public  feeling  among 
Members  of  this  House  that  I  had 
suffered  from  great  injustice.  They 
addressed  a  Petition  to  the  Queen, 
which  Her  Majesty  received  most 
graciously,  and  it  is  an  open  secret 
that  it  was  Her  Majesty's  wish 
that  the  matter  should  be  put  right, 
and  that  I  should  no  longer  sufGer 
from  the  denial  of  my  rights  which 
I  already  inherited  under  the  Act  of 
1824.  More  than  one  hundred  Peers  who 
addressed  that  Petition  to  the  Queen 
declared  most  emphatically  that  I  was 
already  Lord  Mar  by  the  laws  of  my 
country.  My  Lords,  I  did  not  need 
the  Act  of  1885,  but  my  friends  on  my 
behalf  advised  me,  and  I  reluotantly 
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acqniesced,  to  avail  myself  of  that  Bill 
^8  a  means  of  getting  this  House  out  of 
a  dilemma  and  difficulty  through  the 
■continued  recognition  of  Lord  Eellie 
as  Mar. 

Lord  SALTOUN  :  My  Lords,  is  the 
noble  Lori  in  Order  in  calling  the  Earl 
of  Mar  and  Kellie  the  Earl  of  Kellie  ? 

*Thb  Eabl  op  MAB  :  My  Lords, 
-what  did  Lord  Mansfield,  who  1  am 
sorry  not  to  see  in  his  place  here,  say 
some  time  ago  ?  Very  soon  after  the 
■decision  of  theCommitteeof  FriTileges, 
Lord  Mansfield  got  up  in  a  House  of 
160  Peers,  including  the  three  noble 
liords  who  formed  the  Committee  cf 
Privileges,  and  who,  I  must  say,  fabri- 
cated this  title  for  Lord  Kellie,  and  he 
said  fearlessly  before  this  House  that 
^' there  was  not  a  scrap  or  tittle  of 
evidence  for  this  new  creation  which 
you  have  conceded  to  Lord  Kellie ' ' ;  and 
then  he  went  on  to  say  that  "the  noble 
and  learned  Lords  who  wrote  their 
judgment  must  have  taken  great  pains, 
because  to  write  a  judgment  with  all 
the  facts  against  you  must  be  a  difficult 
thing  to  do."  If  Lord  Mansfield  was  in 
■order  in  addressing  the  House,  in- 
cluding the  noble  Lords  whc  formed  the 
Committee  themselves,  in  such  powerful 
and  forcible  language,  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  am  quite  in  order  in  what  I  say, 
and  that  it  is  for  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  to  call  me  to 
Order  if  he  diinks  fit.  My  Lords,  I  am 
detuning  you  to  a  late  hour ;  there  is 
not  much  time  for  all  I  wish  to  say.  It 
has  been  very  generiJly  stated  that  X 
accepted  that  Bill  of  1885  as  a  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  To  that  I  must 
give  the  most  complete  and  em- 
phatic denial.  As  the  hour  is 
late,  I  cannot  venture  to  read,  but  I 
beg  to  refer  your  Lordships  to,  a 
letter  which  was  printed  in  the  paper 
Piccadilly  last  week,  and  which  I  re- 
commend to  your  Lordships*  notice, 
stating  that,  so  far  from  acceptuig  that 
Bill,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  very  am- 
biguous advantage  to  me.  I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  Her  Majesty  for  Her  wish 
that  some  such  method  should  have 
been  adopted,  because  it  was  felt 
that  the  tardy  recognition  of  my  rights, 
unjustly  wittiheld  for  ten  years.and  caus- 
ing this  bj.r  to  the  property  that  I  refer 
to,  should  no  longer  exist.  Therefore 
I  expressed  my  a^nowledgments  from 
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that  point  of  view.  But  the  Bill  con- 
tained provisions  which  I  beheve  were 
drafted  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
Lord  Seloome,  because  he  confessedly 
took  charge  of  the  Bill  before  and 
afterwards  in  the  House — there  is  a 
provision  in  that  Bill  that  Lord  Kellie 
should  vote  as  Earl  of  Mar. "  the  Decreet 
of  Banking  and  the  Union  Boll  not- 
withstanding." My  Lords,  is  it 
respect  for  law  and  honour,  and  up- 
holding the  dignity  of  the  whole  Peer- 
age that  a  provision  should  be  made 
in  a  Bill,  brought  in  ostensibly  as  a 
measure  of  tardy  justice  to  me,  and 
yet  especially  to  provide  that  Lord 
Kellie,  another  individual,  is  to  vote 
in  a  place  different  from  what  he 
had  voted  in  for  ten  years?  If  his 
title  of  Mar  has  any  solid  foundation, 
why  cannot  it  stand  on  that  founda- 
tion, without  all  this  tinkering  and 
tampering  with  the  position  of  the 
Earldom  of  Mar  on  the  Boll  accepted 
as  "  authentic  "  at  the  Union  ?  For 
ten  years  he  appropriated  my  place,  and 
voted  under  the  ancient  title,  through 
female  succession,  through  a  chain  of 
seven  ladies  ;  and  yet.  under  the  title 
that  your  Lordships'  House  conceded 
to  him  in  strict  male  succession,  he 
actually  voted  in  that  place  for  ten 
years.  After  that,  he  has  been  voting 
in  another  place.  All  the  other  Peers 
of  Scotland^  when  they  go  to  Holyrood 
House,  vote  in  their  place  in  the  Boll ; 
they  do  not  vote  in  one  place  and  then 
in  another.  At  the  election  at  Holy- 
rood,  all  the  Peerages  are  put  down 
in  their  proper  places,  without  dates ; 
but  they  now  caU  this  alleged  title  of 
Mar  that  Lord  KeUie  assumes,  which 
never  has  been  on  the  Boll,  and  never 
can  be,  with  an  assumed  date,  1565, 
after  it.  Is  it  not  against  law  and 
order,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage, 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  says 
he  has  done  nothing  but  uphold,  that 
Lord  Kellie's  title  should  rest  on  such 
a  shallow  and  shadowy  foundation? 
And,  my  Lords,  be  did  not  pretend 
to  vote  under  the  decision  of  this 
House,  because  he  voted  directly 
against  it.  This  House  decided  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  Peerage  of 
1565  ;  yet  he  went  against  it,  and  voted 
under  the  old  title.  Now  my  noble 
Friend  near  me  will  have  something 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  voting  at 
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Holyrood;  but,  before  I  conclude,  I 
must  say  that  I  think  it  is  very  ex- 
traordinary that  the  Act  of  1824,  and 
the  Beport  of  the  Law  OfiBcers  of  the 
Crown,  on  which  that  Act  proceeded, 
«hould  be  evaded  by  your  Lordships' 
House.  I  mast  also  say,  with  all 
respect  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack,  that  I  think  he  has 
failed  to  answer  the  two  points  of  the 
letter — namely.  Was  not  the  title  of 
Mar  assumed  by  Ijord  KelUe  as  a 
«reation  of  156fi,  under  attaint  in 
1715  ;  and  has  it  ever  been  restored  ? 
I  venture  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  as  this  letter  has  been  brought 
forward  in  this  public  way  by  his 
Lordship,  if  he  will  be  kind  enough — 
I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  forty-five  Peers 
who  signed  the  letter  as  well  as  in  my 
■own  interest  and  that  of  my  heirs,  and 
in  the  interest  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Peerage — to  put  in  writing  his  definite 
reply  to  the  letter.  Does  he  consider 
that  the  title  of  Mar,  oonoeded  to  the 
Earl  of  EeUie  in  1875,  and  restricted 
to  heirs  male  has,  if  it  ever  existed, 
^ver  been  restored :  and  'if  so,  how  is 
it  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  never 
mentioned  it ;  because  the  Act  of  1824 
mentions  only  one  Earldom  of  Mar, 
which  your  Lordships'  House  has  dis- 
tinctly acknowledged  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  me  ?  I  say,  if  it  was  created 
in  1565,  it  was  attainted  in  1715,  and 
it  must  either  have  been  restored  or 
not  by  the  Act  of  1824.  If  it  has 
been  restored,  I  hope  that  Bill  of 
Bestoration  wUl  be  laid  on  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House,  so  that  your 
Lordships  will  see  the  exact  position  on 
which  the  alleged  title  of  Lord  Kellie 
of  1565  stands.  If  it  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, there  is  only  one  conclusion  to 
be  drawn — namely,  that  the  title  never 
has  been  restored  at  all  because  it 
never  existed. 
-The  Duke  op  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON:  My  Lords,  I  am  reaUy 
loth  to  intermpt  the  noble  Lord,  but 
surely  there  is  no  Motion  before  the 
House.  The  noble  Lord  is  making  a 
long  speech  about  notiiing.  Nobody 
has  moved  anything.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor has  explained  ■  to  us  what  he  has 
done  with  regard  to  the  letter  that  he 
has  received,  and  the  noble  Lord  is 
now  going  over  the  whole  of  this  case 
again,  when  really  there  is  no  Motion 
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before  the  House.  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships ought  to  decide  whether  it  is 
proper  that  this  discussion  should 
continue. 

•The  Eabl  op  MAR :  One  single 
word  more,  as  it  is  so  late  in  the 
evening.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it 
is  beginning  to  be  understood  very 
widely  that  the  Mar  case  is  a  question 
of  property,  and  that  Lord  Kellie's 
assumption  of  a  title  of!Mar  hascaused, 
and  stui  causes,  a  bu:  between  me  and 
my  estates;  and  I  venture  to  trust 
that  it  will  be  unnecessary  that  the 
matter  should  be  taken  up  vigorously 
in  other  quarters,  and  that  your  Lord- 
ships will  uphold  the  dignity  of  the 
House  by  moving  that  there  should  be 
an  investigation  into  the  whole  matter, 
which  would  tend  to  terminate  the 
odium  that  has  attached  to  the  Hou  ^e 
so  long,  and  remove  the  bar  which 
exists,  and  the  grievous  wrong  from 
which  I  still  suffer  through  my  having 
been  prevented  from  claiming,  in  the 
course  of  law,  as  Earl  of  Mar,  my 
estates,  which,  by  the  entail,  are 
entailed  upon  my  Peerage. 

•The  Earl  op  GALLOWAY  :  My 
Lords,  some  of  your  Lordships,  whose 
faces  1  recognise  before  me,  are  aware 
that,  as  at  the  present  moment,  I  have 
not  always  been  fortunate  in  the  hour 
when  I  have  brought  on  a  Motion, 
cognate  with  that  on  the  Notice  Paper 
in  your  Lordships'  hands.  But  I  wish 
to  assure  your  Lordships  that  on  this 
occasion  I  really  have  no  intention  and 
no  desire  to  keep  you  for  any  length  at 
all ;  and  I  think,  if  yon  will  bear  with 
me  while  I  read  just  two  or  three  lines 
of  this  protest,  you  will  understand 
why  it  is  that  I  have  felt  it  my  bounden 
duty,  under  the  Treaty  of  Union 
between  the  two  countries,  entered 
into  in  1707,  to  bring  this  Motion 
before  you.  By  the  provisions  of  that 
Treaty  of  Union,  you  are  bound  to  hear 
the  protest  that  I  made  at  the  election 
under  Boyal  Proclamation  by  Her 
Majesty's  command  at  Holyrood 
House,  and  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Lord  Clerk  Register,  whoever  may 
officiate  in  that  position,  to  accept  that 
protest,  and  at  any  rate  not  to  stifle  it 
before  he  even  knows  one  word  in  the 
protest.  That  is  his  duty,  ratified 
especially  by  the  Act  of  1847,  which  I 
know  is  an  Act  specially  entitled  "to 
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correct  abuses."  Now  I  think  it  is 
very  unfortunate  that  my  noble  Friend, 
for  whom  I  have  always  entertained 
great  regard,  the  noble  Duke  the 
Lord  Clerk  Register,  whom  I 
hoped  I  should  have  seen  in  his 
place  on  this  occasion,  is  not  here ;  be- 
cause I  do  think  he  was  most  ill- 
advised  on  the  occafflon — I  am  quite  sure 
it  was  not  by  either  of  the  oflQciating 
Clerks  on  the  right  and  left  of  him,  for 
I  am  certain  that  if  he  had  appealed  to 
them  for  advice  he  would  have  got 
good  advice.  It  is  not  for  me  to  aay, 
though  I  think  I  could  mention  it,  to 
whose  very  foolish  advice  he  gave 
wav ;  and  in  consequence  did  that 
which  I  say  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  confirmed  again  in 
the  year  1847  by  a  fresh  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, was  utterly  illegal.  My  request 
at  that  time  was  a  most  legitimate  one 
to  the  Lord  Clerk  Register — to  receive 
from  my  own  hand  the  protest  that  I 
held  in  that  hand.  I  pressed  him,  at 
the  same  time,  to  follow  the  Act  of 
Parliajnent,  by  transmitting  it  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  for  the  know- 
ledge of  the  House,  and  that  the  House 
might  deal  with  it.  Having  been  pre- 
cluded from  my  right  in  that  way,  I 
now  ask  your  Lorduiipa'  permission  to 
allow  me  to  hand  in  this  protest  which 
I  signed  on  the  7th  Decemoor  last,  three 
days  before  our  meeting  at  Holyrood 
House,  on  account  of  being  ill  at  the 
time,  and  not  expecting  to  be  able  to 
attend.  Happily  I  found  myself  better, 
and  was  able  to  attend  ;  and  therefore 
I  wished  to  present  it  in  person,  which 
is  the  usual  way  if  a  Peer  can  be  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion  of  a  Convention 
of  Scotch  Peers  by  Boyal  Procla- 
mation. Having  been  unable  to  in- 
duce the  Lord  Clerk  Begister  to  re- 
ceive it,  I  hope  I  shall  meet  with  your 
Lordships'  acquiescence  if  I  now  hand 
it  in  to  the  Clerk  at  the  Table ;  and  it 
will  be  for  your  Lordships  to  say  whe- 
ther you  will  have  it  printed,  which  I 
should  think  would  certainly  be  a  matter 
of  satisfaction  to  the  House,  in  order 
that  you  may  see  what  is  in  it.  I  should 
have  ventured  to  read  it  if  it  were  a 
little  eaxlier.  I  am  quite  sure  there  is 
not  one  single  word  in  it  that  cannot 
be  borne  out,  and  in  very  appropriate 
language.  I  cannot,  of  course,  press 
my  three  Resolutions  upon  your  Lord- 
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ships  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
late  hour ;  but  I  do  say  this  :  that  I  am 
quite  confident  that  had  you  heard  the- 
words  of  the  simple  protest,  yon  must 
have  come  to  the  oonolnuon  that  my 
three  Besolutions  were  a  simple 
corollary  to  the  protest,  narrating  the 
effect  of  the  various  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  and  especially  that 
the  only  one  title  of  Mar  ut  the  Peerage 
of  Scotland,  as  certified  to  this  House  in 
the  year  1707,  was  what  is  termed  the 
ancient  Earldom  descendible  in  direct 
line  from  Isabel  Countess  of  Mar,  1404. 
I  thank  your  Lordships  for  having  heard 
me,  and  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to- 
hand  in  this  protest  to  the  Clerk  at 
the  Table. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  if  the  noble  Earl  moves  that,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
move  your  Lordships  that  the  Motion 
be  not  accepted,  and  that  the  noble 
Lord  be  not  permitted  to  hand  that 
protest  in.  My  Lords,  this  matter  has 
been  the  subject  of  constant  debate, 
and  I  believe  some  unpleasant  scenes 
at  the  elections  in  Scotland.  The 
Lord  Clerk  Register  has  been  good 
enough  to  favour  me  with  his  view  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  rejected 
the  protest,  and  they  seem  to  me  to 
be  very  well-founded  and  good 
grounds  in  law.  A  protest  ma^  mean 
nothing,  and  very  often  it  is  said  that 
a  person  may  protest  and  ms^  do  no 
harm,  because  a  protest  effects  no- 
thing ;  and  I  believe  some  noble  Lords 
have  been  induced  to  fall  into  that  view, 
because  they  did  not  understand  what 
the  meaning  of  a  protest  was  at  these 
proceedings  in  Scotland.  That  is  not 
quite  accurate  as  applicable  to  the  pro- 
ceedings there.  A  protest  on  uiat 
occasion  is  supposed  to  have  some 
operation  as  an  appeal  for  redress  to 
the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Eabl  of  GALLOWAY  :  Hear, 
heart 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  The 
noble  Lord  assents  to  that  view,  that  a 
protest  has  a  different  operation  there 
from  what  is  generally  ascribed  to  it,  . 
namely,  that  as  long  as  the 
matter  was  in  debate  it  could  be  re- 
ceived. 
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The  Eabi.  op  GALLOWAY:  What 
matter  ? 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR:  The 
matter  of  privilege — namely,  the  order 
in  which  tne  Earl  of  Mar  should  be 
called.  As  long  as  that  matter  was  in 
debate  protests  were  received.  But 
the  Lord  Clerk  Kegister  was  of  opinion — 
and  I,  for  one,  think  he  was  absolutely 
and  entirely  right — that,  to  proceed  in 
taking  those  steps  towards  the  redress 
of  some  irregularity  in  the  order  of  the 
noble  Lords  who  were  then  called 
would  be  in  the  face  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  being  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  clause  of  the  Earldom  of  Mar 
Bestoration  Act,  1885,  which  clause 
is  in  these  words — 

"From  and  after  the  paaung  of  this  Act  the 
Earldom  of  Mar  herebv  restored  shall  be 
Called  at  all  elections  of  Representative  Peers 
lor  Sootlaod  nest  aSiav  the  Earldom  of  Suther- 
land ;  and  tiie  B^dom  of  Mar  now  vetted  in 
the  said  Walter  Henry,  Eari  of  Har  and 
Kellie,  shall  be  called  at  all  saoh  elections  in 
the  place  and  order  properly  belonging  to  an 
Eandom  created  in  the  year  one  thoosand  five 
hundred  and  sizty-flve." 

As  I  understand,  the  Protest 
was  against  that  proceeding,  and 
the  Lord  Clerk  Begister  was 
of  opinion— and  X  think  he  was  right, 
— that  to  receive  the  Protest,  as  a  step 
towards  a  proceeding  in  this  House  in 
the  face  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
would  be  irregular  and  improper ;  and 
for  those  reasons  I  move  the  House 
that  the  Protest  now  sought  to  be 
handed  in  by  the  noble  Lord  be  not 
received. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Protest  refmed  aeoept- 
anoe  at  Holyrood  House  by  the  Lord  Clerk 
Renter  on  10th  December,  1891,  and  now 
offered  for  presentation  to  the  Hoose  by  the 
Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies  {E.  Oalloway\  be 
not  reeeived."— (TAe  Lord  Chancellor.) 

The  Babl  of  GALLOWAY :  May  I 
have  one  word  ?  I  am  afraid  X  cannot 
have  made  myself  very  clear.  [Cries  of 
"  Order  I  "]  I  think  I  made  it  clear 
to  your  Lordships  that  I  was  not 
allowed  to  say  one  word  as  to  what  my 
Protest  was  to  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister. 
[Bepeated  cries  of  "  Order  I  "] 

The  SEGBBTABY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Viscomit  Cbobb)  :  The  noble 
Lord  has  spoken  already. 
•The  Eael  of  GALLOWAY :  I  am 
explaining.  If  any  noble  Lord  says  I 
did  say  that  before,  I  am  afraid  I 
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must  have  been  misunderstood;  but 
I  will  not  press  the  question  now. 
*Thb  Babl  of  MAB  :  The  noble  and 
learned  Ijord  has  read  the  provision  in 
the  Act  with  regfurd  to  Lord  Kellie 
voting  as  Earl  of  Mar  in  that  place. 
That,  my  Lords,  is  the  reason  why  a 
great  many  Peers  have  thought  it  right 
to  protest  at  Holyrood ;  and  I  was  one 
of  those  Peers  whose  Protest  was  not 
looked  into ;  therefore  how  could  the 
Lord  Clerk  Begister  know  what  was  in 
it?  He  does  not  know  what  I  said 
and  what  I  did  not  say.  A  great  many 
Peers,  I  say,  felt  it  their  duty  to  pro- 
test at  Holyrood  against  the  violation 
of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  the 
Decreet  of  Banking,  by  going  through 
the  faroe,  as  I  must  call  it,  and  the 
pretence  that  there  is  a  second  Earl- 
dom of  Mar,  and  that  Lord  Kellie  can 
vote  under  it,  which  of  course  is  laughed 
at  throughout  Scotland,  where  every- 
body knows  that  the  title  never  existed 
and  never  can  be  on  the  Boll.  My 
Lords,  it  has  been  said  by  the  other  side 
that  the  Act  of  1885 prohibited  Protests. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  your  Xjordships 
look  through  the  Act  you  will  find  that 
there  is  not  one  word  in  it  to  prohibit 
Protests ;  on  the  contrary  it  has  opened 
the  way  to  Protests ;  it  is  because  of 
that  provision  that  noble  Lords  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  protest.  What 
does  "  Bobertson's  Proceedings  at 
Holyrood  Elections  "  say  ?  That  there 
is  a  place  provided  for  Peers  to  pro- 
test, and  that  if  they  feel  aggrieved 
they  must  protest.  The  noble  Duke 
who  presid^  on  the  occasion  may  not 
agree  with  the  texma  of  Protests,  and 
may  not  sympathise  with  them  ;  and  I 
imderstand  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack  does  not  sympathise 
with  them ;  but  I  say  that  that  is 
beside  the  mark  entirely.  It  has  been 
the  custom  from  1707  for  Protests  to 
be  made  by  Peers  who  feel  themselves 
aggrieved ;  and  I  conceive  it  is  their 
duty  to  make  them.  It  is  a  time- 
honoured  custom  for  the  Lord  Clerk 
Begister  to  receive  Peers'  Pro- 
tests, and  under  the  l^slaticm  of 
1847  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Lord 
Clerk  Begister  to  transmit  those 
Peers*  Protests  to  this  House.  My 
Lords*  has  that  Act  of  the  Legislature 
of  184:7— which  you  cannot  say  is  ob- 
solete— been  acted  up  to,  or  has  it 
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been  violated  ?  Ab  I  have  already 
said,  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  the 
noble  and  learned  Ijord  on  the  Wool- 
SEick  would  be  so  kind  as  to  give  a 
direct  written  answer  to  the  letter 
of  the  forty-five  Peers ;  and  I 
ask  him  the  plain  question :  Has 
the  Lord  Clerk  Bedster  acted  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Le^slftture  which 
enjoins  that  a  certain  thing  shall  be 
done,  OF  has  he  not  done  so?  The 
noble  Duke  who  presided  was  new  to 
the  office,  and  I  think  he  must  have 
been  extremely  badly  advised,  and 
rather  sorry  that  he  acted  as  he  did. 
My  Lords,  I  may  say  this  matter  is 
well  known.  What  did  the  Scotsman 
say  ?  Why,  it  had  a  leading  article,  in 
which  it  said  that  the  rejection  of 
Protests  was  illegal.  Do  you  think 
that  such  a  respectable  paper  as 
the  Scotsman  would,  unless  it  were 
true,  commit  itself  to  a  leading  article 
saying  that  the  noble  Duke  acted 
illegaSy.  and  giving  chapter  and  verse 
for  it  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  the  ques- 
tion will  have  to  be  threshed  out  and 
answered ;  and  it  is  only,  I  think,  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  this  House 
that  the  whole  matter  of  what  is  called 
the  Mar  case,  and  the  wrongs  I  suffer, 
shall  be  threshed  out  from  beginning 
to  end  by  a  free  and  open  inquiry — 
free  from  the  heat  of  debate  in  this 
House — ^b^  investigation  by  a  Com- 
mittee or  m  some  other  manner. 

*LoBD  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
reluctant  to  intervene  in  this  discussion, 
but  I  was  present  upon  the  occasion  of 
the  election  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
Motion  which  is  proposed  to  be  made 
by  the  noble  Lord  behind  me,  and  I 
have  in  my  hand  the  official  Minutes  of 
what  took  place  on  that  occasion ;  they 
are  in  a  public  document,  printed  by 
Order  of  your  Lordships'  House,  and 
anyone  can  refer  to  It.  On  Page  4 
wiU  be  found  a  clear,  saooinot,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  accurate  account  of 
what  took  place.  It  is  quite  short,  and 
I  will  read  it  to  your  Lordships — 

"  During  the  eftlliog  of  the  Boll,  and  imme- 
diately after  the  title  of  the  Earl  of  Mar  of 
1665  had  beeo  called,  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Advo- 
cate, at  Proeurator  »r  the  Eari  of  Mar,  rose 
and  said  that  be  nndentood  that  altiUMgh 
Lord  Kellie  w«a  not  present  he  had  sent  in  a 
signed  list 
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"  The  Lord  Clerk  Register  rose  and  inquired 
as  to  the  purport  of  coonsel's  iaterruptios, 
and  objeet  to  be  gained. 

'*  Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  to  lodge,  as 
on  preTioiiB  oocasioos,  a  Protest  against  the 
Ean  of  Kellie  answering  to  the  title  of  Mar. 

"  The  Lord  Clerk  Register  sud  it  had  been 
decided  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  the  Earl  of 
Mar  and  Kellie  should  be  called  in  the  pori- 
tion  in  which  his  name  was  on  Uie  Boll,  and  as 
it  would  require  an  Aot  of  Parliamuit  to  altsr 
that  he  must  decline  to  reeeive  any  ptoteafe. 

**  Mr.  Smith  said  the  object  of  his  interren- 
tion  had  been  mimnderstood." 

Then  he  made  a  short  speech,  and 
after  that — 

"The  Lord  Clerk  Register  said  hethooghi 
this  was  BQ  ioterruption  of  the  proceedings. 
It  was  impossiUe  to  go  back  on  the  Act  of 
Pariiament,  and  if  there  was  to  be  any  Pro- 
test it  must  be  to  the  Hoose  of  Lords. 

'*The  Earl  of  Galloway  rose  andaaid  he  hoped 
the LordClerk Roister wouldsllow  himawordt 
He  thought  his  Lordship  had  misunderstood 
the  object  of  the  learned  counsel.  His  request, 
as  he  (Uie  Earl  of  Galloway)  understood  it, 
was  uiat  his  Lordship  should  receive  this 
Protest,  aa  had  always,  from  time  im- 
memorial, been  done,  and  forward  it  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  That  was  the  ivfaole  object, 
aa  be  understood  it,  of  the  learned  counsel 
He  thought  it  would  be  found  that  there  had 
never  been  any  objection  yet  to  any  Protest  of 
the  kind  being  reeeived.  The  Lord  Clerk 
Begieter  said  he  had  not  thought  it  right  to 
interrupt  the  nobte  Earl  in  his  remarks; 
being  a  Peer,  he  was  quite  entitled  to  nuke 
them.  But  he  had  already  said  that  he  most 
decline  to  receive  the  Protest  that  had  been 
attempted  to  be  lodged." 

And  now,  my  Lords,  comes  the  decision 
of  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister.  And  here 
I  pause  to  say  that  the  Lord  Clerk 
Begister  has  communicated  with  me  by 
a  letter  that  I  received  this  morning, 
saying  that  if  any  allusion  was  made  to 
his  absence  he  desired  it  to  be  explained 
that  he  was  serving  in  Scotland  with 
the  Yeomanry,  and  that  the  interval 
since  the  noble  Earl's  Motion  had 
appeared  on  the  Paper  was  too  short 
to  enable  him  to  get  here  in  time  for  this 
discussion.  Therefore  I  can  assure  the 
noble  Earl  that  it  is  through  no  dis- 
courtesy on  the  part  of  the  noble  Duke 
that  he  is  not  here  on  this  occasion. 
My  Lords,  it  is  inaccurate  to  suppose 
that  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister  acted 
without  precedent  at  the  recent  election. 
He  followed  the  precedent  set  at  the 
Election  on  the  6th  January,  1890, 
when  the  late  Lord  Glasgow  was  Lord 
Clerk  Begister,  and  delivered  a  written 
judgment  upon  the  matter  terminating 
m  these  words — 
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"  Inumneb,  therefore,  m  the  Proteate  now 
teodered  are  entirely  inoonsietent  with  these 
cleaseB  o<  the  Eanaom  of  Mar  Bestitntion 
Aet,  1685,  the  wud  Protests  cannot  be  received 
or  reoorded.  It  could  only  be  minated  that 
theProtesta  were  tendered,  and  that  they  were 
neither  reeetved  nor  recoroed." 

Now  an  attempt  has  been  made, 
I  am  ]9erfect)iy  sure  in  good 
faith,  to  mdicabe  that  that  ie  in 
coDtravention  of  the  terms  of  the 
Act  of  1847.  It  is  not  so.  I  thought 
that  point  would  be  raised,  and  I  have 

Srepared  myself  upon  the  subject.  The 
uty  of  the  Lord  Clerk  Register,  as 
enjoined  in  the  Act  of  1847,  is  to  record 
and  transmit  all  Protests  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  It  may  be  observed  that 
the  allegation  of  the  noble  Earl  in  his 
Motion  is  that  that  Act  enjoins  upon 
the  Lord  Clerk  Bister  the  duty  of 
recording  and  transmitting  all  FrotestB 
to  the  House  of  Lords.  Those  are  not 
the  terms  of  the  Act,  Sections  directs 
that  where  any  Protest  shall  be  made 
by  any  two  or  more  Peers  against  a 
claim  to  vote,  the  Lord  Clerk  Register 
"  shall  forthwith  transmit  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  a  certified  copy," 
not  of  the  Protest,  but  "  of  the  whole 
proceedings  at  such  meeting."  My  Lords, 
the  Lord  Clerk  Register  has  done  so, 
.  and  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  have  read 
hrom,  the  Minutes  taken  on  that 
occasion  ;  and  1  maintain  that,  in  the 
course  he  took,  the  Lord  Clerk  Register 
has  acted  according  to  the  spirit  and 
the  letter  of  the  Act  of  1847.  And  I 
do  not  think  that  the  Act  of  1847  can 
be  made  out,  in  any  way  whatever,  to 
lay  a  greater  duty  upon  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register.  My  Lords,  the  result 
of  those  Protests,  if  transmitted  to 
this  House,  would  be  to  lead  this 
House  into  an  inquiry  into  the  matter 
raised  by  such  Protests.  But  it  has 
been  pointed  out — and  into  that  I 
shall  certainly  not  go — by  three  noble 
and  learned  Lords,  that  that  matter  is 
res  judicata,  and  it  is  absurd  to  ask 
that  an  inquiry  shall  he  made  into  a 
matter  which  has  been  directly  settled 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament :  unless  that 
Actof Parllamentisrepealed.  MyLords, 
I  apologise  for  having  trespassed  upon 
your  Lordships'  time,  and  I  certainly 
should  not  have  done  so  if  it  had  not 
been,  first,  that  I  was  present  upon  the 
occasion  ;  and,  secondly,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  the  noble  Muqness,  whom 


we  Scottish  Peers  recognise  as  our 
leader — an  absence  which  arises  from 
a  cause  with  which  every  one  of  your 
Lordships  will  sympathise,  and  but  for 
which  I  should  not  have  thou^t  it 
right  to  intrude  myseU  upon  the 
House. 

On  Question,  Resolved  in  the  Affir- 
mative. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  ARTILLERY 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 

Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  inqoire  into  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  be  awarded  to  the  late 
corps  of  Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volimteen. — 

iThe  Viacount  Sidmouth.} 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  on 
Thursday  next. 

POLICE  RETURNS  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  l^ursday 
next. 

GALWAT  INFUUCART  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment: Standing  Committee  ni^atived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  G^ursday 
next. 

NATIOIJaL  DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS' 
RELIEF)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (^acoording  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  on  Thursday 
next. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMSNDHBNT- 
(No.  2)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (ELcoording  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday 
next. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Ck>mmittee  (according  to 
order):  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  n^atived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  8*  on  l%nrsday 
next. 
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ALKALI,  &c.  WORKS  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Beported,  with  Amendments. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL   ORDER  (No.  7)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  on  Thursday 
next. 

PIER  AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 
House  ia  Committee  (according  to 
order)  :  Bill  reported  witnout  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
considered  (according  to  order)  and 
dispensed  with ;  Bill  read  3*  and 
passed. 

PIER  AND  HABOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)  :  An  Amendment  made :  Stand- 
ing Committeee  ne^tived :  Then 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  con- 
sidered (according  to  order),  and  dis- 
pensed with  :  Amendment  reported  ; 
Bill  read  3*  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNBIENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 
Read  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 
Read  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 
Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Read  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

LAND   DRAINAGE  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (MORTON  PEN)  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PRIX 
VISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  (»der)..  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 

PROVISIONAL   ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (N«i  6)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER   (N*  4)  BILL^ 
Bead  3"  (aooordtng,  to  order)  ^  and. 
passed. 
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I>OCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  withont  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday 
next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  0)  BILL. 

Hottse  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)  :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  n^atived  ; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  on  llmrsday 
next. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1' ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Thursday  next. 
— (The  Marquess  of  Saidsbury.) 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
ACT  (16S2)  AMENDMENT  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2"  on 
Thursday  next. — (The  Earl  Stanhope.) 
(No.  208.) 

CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1' ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next. — {Th£  Lord  President 
[V.  Cranbrook].)    (No.  209.) 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read 
1*;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.— (The Lord  Chancellor.) 
(No.  210.) 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1" ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2'  on 
Thursday  next.  —  {The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury.)    (No.  211.) 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.— (T^  Lord  Watson.) 
(No.  212.) 


MAURITIUS  LOAN  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2"  on 
Thursday  next. — (The  Lord  Knutsford.) 

(No.  213.) 

BANKS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILU 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1' ;  to  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  next.  —  (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury.)   (No.  214.) 

SHOPS  HOURS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1' ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2'  on 
Thursday  next. — (The  Lord  Knutsford.) 
(No.  216.) 

HooBS  adjourned  at  too  nuoutea 
pait  Eight  o'dook. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  21st  June,  1892. 


PRIVATE    B  U  SINESS, 


REGENTS  CANAL;  CITY  AND  DOCKS 
BAILWAY  BILL  (fiy  Order)  \_Lord3.-] 
CONSIDERATION. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That Standing  Orders  8\214,  215,  and  239 
be  Btupended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken 
into  consideration,  provided  amended  prints 
Bball  have  been  previoualy  deposited."— (3fr. 

CaZdwell.} 

(3.15.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester): 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
this  BiU  and  the  long  suspension  of 
the  undertaking  of  the  works  sanc- 
tioned. I  happen  to  have  personal 
knowledge  of  the  injury  that  has  been 
done,  and  I  may  say  at  once  that 
thoneh  I  am  a  resident  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Regent's  Park,  and  on  the 
line  of  thd  proposed  railway,  I  have 
personally  no  interest  in  the  matter.  I 
am  but  a  temporary  dweller  there,  and 
can  leave  the  district  at  any  time 
without  any  pecuniary  loss,  and  no 
personal  considerations  influence  me. 
But  I  do  know,  from  personal  observa- 
tion and  inquiry,  that  the  land  in  the 
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disfcriot  has  been  broken  up  into  small 
ownerships,  and  the  owners  are  not 
able  or  willing  to  incur  the  very  heavy 
expenses  that  attend  representation 
beiore  a  Parliamentary  Committee.  I 
know  that  our  Select  Committees  do 
their  work  in  a  thoroughly  judicial 
manner,  and  endeavour  to  administer 
justice  all  rotmd  ;  but  there  are  cases 
that  do  not,  and  cannot,  come  before 
them,  and  I  think  such  cases  of  hard- 
ships may  very  fairly,  in  relation  to  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  be  brought  before  the 
House.  In  1882  this  Bill  was  first  ob- 
tained— ten  years  ago — and  the  time 
wherein  to  construct  the  line  has  been 
lengthened  from  period  to  period,  and 
now  it  is  still  proposed  to  extend  the 
time  for  another  yeu:.  If  we  were 
quite  certain  that  work  would  be  begun 
in  1893,  I  should  have  little  to  say  on 
the  subject ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
work  will  actually  be  carried  on  when 
this  Bill  is  passed.  Meantime,  houses 
remain  unoccupied  owing  to  the  un- 
certainty as  to  what  is  going  to  be 
done,  and  owners  are  put  to  great  loss, 
and,  of  course,  when  the  property  is 
taken,  only  the  present  value  or  com- 
pulsory purchase  terms  will  be 
awarded.  It  is  a  hardship  upon  these 
owners,  and  I  earnestly  nope  that  if 
this  Bill  goes  forward  the  promoters 
will  favourably  consider  the  claims  of 
these  owners.  This  is  only  one  case 
out  of  many  enterprises  continually 
undertaken  and  remaining  suspended 
from  year  to  year,  to  the  detriment  of 
property  in  the  neighbourhood.  Surely 
it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  when 
promoters  undertake  a  railway  scheme 
such  as  this,  they  should  count  the 
cost  beforehand  and  estimate  the 
probabilities  of  raising  their  capital,  not 
rushing  hastily  into  a  project  to  the 
great  injury  of  property  that  may  be 
affected.  If  completed  1  have  no  doubt 
this  railway  would  be  a  beneficent 
work,  though  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
will  greatly  interfere  with  the  pleasant 
aspect  of  one  of  our  most  E^reeable 
parks  on  the  north  side  of  London, 
Regent's  Park.  Bat  no  doubt  it  will 
be  a  useful  Hne,  and  will  be  of  great 
public  convenience;  I  allow  all  that. 
Still,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some  ex- 
planation of  this  very  long  delay  in 
undertaking    the    work,    and  some 

Mr.  Pkton 


assurance  that  if  we  suspend  the 
Standing  Orders  to  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress of  this  Bill  we  shall  not  be  met 
with  a  similar  demand  next  year. 

(3.19.)  Me.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  will  not  detain  the 
House,  and  only  interpose  to  correct 
a  statement  which  appeared  in  one 
of  the  morning  papers  to  the  effect 
that  I  yesterday  opposed  this  Bill 
and  caused  this  Motion  to  be  de- 
ferred to  to-day.  That  is  absolutely 
incorrect.  I  had  no  intention  of 
opposing  the  Bill,  and  could  not  have 
done  so,  for  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  Motion  was  made.  Per- 
sonally I  am  inclined  to  support  the 
Bill,  and  the  Commisdoners  of  Sewers 
for  the  City  of  London,  of  which  body 
I  am  a  member,  are  supporters  of  the 
Bill. 

(3.20.)  Mr.  DIXON-HAETLAND 
(Middlesex,  Uxbridge) :  In  reference  to 
what  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester  (Mr.  Picton),  I  may  say 
that  of  the  ten  thousand  small  owners 
who  are  more  or  less  interested  in  this 
railway,  and  who  have  all  had  the 
opportunity  of  petitioning  against  it, 
not  one  has  done  so,  and  this,  I  think, 
shows  that  the  feeling  of  owners  of 
property  is  in  favour  of  the  proposal. 
As  to  the  prospect  of  the  undertakieg 
being  carried  through,  I  am  informed 
that  directly  the  capital  is  obtained 
work  will  commence. 

(3.21.)  Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Green,  N.E.) :  I  took  some  interest  in 
the  Bill  when  it  was  before  the  House 
on  previous  occasions,  and  I  take  an 
interest  in  it  still.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Leicester  has  not 
apparently  been  informed  as  to  the 
chief  causes  of  the  delay  which 
has  occurred,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  a  portion  of  the  scheme, 
which  was  to  have  been  undertaken 
by  the  Great  Northern  Company 
and  another  Railway  Company.  This 
has  necessitated  the  Bill  coming  again 
before  a  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
were  satisfied  with  the  explanations 
given  ;  and  I  am  assured  that  the  pro- 
moters have  every  belief  that  the  line 
will  soon  be  completed,  the  great  diffi- 
culty being  removed  by  the  subsidiary 
lines,  the  construction  of  which  would 
have  been  very  costly,  having  been 
abandoned  with  the  object  of  bringing 
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the  capital  of  the  company  down  to  a 
manageable  amount.  The  length  of 
the  line  will  be  thirteen  miles,  and  I 
hope  this  will  be  completed ;  for, 
ja^ng  of  the  Bill  asit  is,  with  arrange- 
ments for  cheap  trains,  there  can  be 
no  question  it  would  be  a  great  boon 
to  our  working  class  population  in 
London. 

(3.24.)  The  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Mr.  Courtney,  Cornwall, 
Bodmin) :  No  doubt  it  is  an  incon- 
venient thing  to  have  a  great  project 
like  this  hanging  up  for  ten  years,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  has 
said.  I  hope,  however,  without  being 
too  sanguine,  that  the  difficulties  may 
soon  be  removed.  In  its  original  con- 
ception the  project  was  a  vast  one,  and 
required  a  very  large  amount  of  capital 
to  carry  out.  Hence  it  was  that  from 
time  to  time  the  promoters  had  to 
come  to  Parliament  for  a  renewal  of 
their  powers.  They  are  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  that  with  the  abandonment 
of  two  railways,  and  a  portion  of  a 
railway  authorised  by  the  Act  of  1882, 
a  very  costly  part  of  the  scheme,  the 
release  of  so  much  of  the  capital  as 
these  portions  of  the  scheme  involved, 
the  reduction  of  the  capital  to  be 
raised,  and  the  payment  of  interest 
at  the  rate  of  three  instead  of  four  per 
cent.,  there  is  every  prospect  of  the 
work  going  forward.  The  financial 
proposals  have  been  examined  and 
approved,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
make  no  objection  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  subsidiary  lines. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered. 

To  be  read  the  third  time. 

STANDING    ORDERS  —  DEPOSIT  OF 
BII^S   WITH    THE    BOABD  OF 
AGRICULTURE. 
(3.26.)     Mr.    COURTNEY :  The 
several  Motions  I  have  to  move  have 
reference  to  the  same  object.    It  is 
well  known  that  a  copy  of  every  Bill, 
in  the  subject  -  matter  of  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  in  any  way 
concerned,  must  be  lodged  with  that 
Department.   The  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture is  a  Department  of  recent  creation, 
and  is  naturally  interested  in  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  drainage  and  im- 


provement of  land,  the  creation  and 
regulation  of  markets  for  the  sale  of 
cattle,  and  other  matters  coming  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department ; 
and  the  Board  desire  that  a  copy  of 
every  liocal  Bill  having  relation  to 
such  matters  shall  be  lodged  at  the 
office.  The  Amendments  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  I  propose  are  designed  to 
carry  that  desire  into  effect. 

Standing  Order  60a  read,  and 
amended,  by  adding,  at  the  end  thereof, 

the  words — 

"  And  a  COOT  of  every  Bill  required  to  be 
depouted  at  toe  ofBce  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
cultore  under  Standing  Order  33b  shaU  be 
deposited  at  that  office  not  later  than  two 
days  after  the  Bill »  read  a  first  time." 

Standing  Order  84  read,  and  amended, 
by  inserting,  in  line  11,  after  the  words 
"  Local  Government  Board,"  the  words 
"  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture." 

New  Standing  Order  to  follow 
Standing  Order  33a 

(Deposit  of  Bills  with  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.) 
33b.  Reeolved,  That,  on  or  before  the  2lBt 
day  of  December,  a  printed  copy  of  every 
looal  BUI  whieh  relates  to  the  drainage  of 
land  ID  Enf^and  or  Wales,  or  whioh  rdatei  to 
the  improvement  of  land  in  England,  Wales, 
or  Scotland,  or  to  tlw  erection,  improvement, 
repair,  maintenance,  or  regulation  of  any 
market  or  market  place  at  which  cattle  are 
exposed  for  sale,  or  to  any  matter  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  or 
which  proposes  to  alter  the  boundary  of  any 
ooant^,  sanitary  district,  parish  or  any  other 
administratiTe  area  in  the  United  KiogdcMn 
shall  be  deponted  at  the  office  of  the  Board 
of  Agrienltare. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Besolution  be 
a  Standing  Order  of  the  House. — {The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

QUESTIONS. 


LANDING  OF  TROOPS  IN  DUBLIN. 
Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  if  he  would  explain 
why,  although  a  siding  has  been  com- 
pleted on  the  Victoria  Wharf  since  the 
Slst  March  last,  for  which  money  was 
taken  in  the  Army  Estimates,  the 
Wioklow  Militia  were  brought  by 
train,  on  the  24th  May,  past  Kings- 
town, a  distance  of  seven  miles,  to 
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AmienB  Street,  Dublin,  and  horn  that 

station  were  marched,  and  their  bag- 
gage carried  down,  to  the  North  Wall 
Extension,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  ; 
and  whether,  when  thia  rc^ment  re- 
turns to  Ireland,  it  is  inten&d  to  land 
them  at  Kingstown  ? 

The  financial  SECBETAEY  to 
THE  WAB  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  Had  the  Wicklow 
Artillery  been  conveyed  from  Dublin 
in  a  Government  troopship  the  Victoria 
Wharf  would  probably  have  been  used. 
No  troopship  was  available,  however, 
and  passage  was  taken  by  the  Admi- 
ralty in  a  hired  steamer,  which  was 
berthed  by  the  Local  Harbour  Autho- 
rities at  North  WaU.  On  its  return  it 
is  intended  that  the  regiment  shall 
proceed  direct  to  Wioklow. 

DUNDALK  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  OfBce  if  he  has  received  any 
communications  from  the  Dundalk 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  subject 
of  a  rifle  range  at  Blackrock,  Dundalk; 
and,  if  so,  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  connection  with  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  BRODBICK:  No  communica- 
tion h^  been  received  from  the  Dun- 
dalk Chamber  of  Commerce  relative  to 
a  rifle  range  at  Blackrock,  Dundalk. 

Mb  NOLAN:  The  Bed  Barnes 
Range? 

Mb.  BRODEICK  :  No ;  and  there 
is  no  intention  of  making  any  change. 

LICHFIELD  MAGISTRATES. 

Snt  JOHN  SWINBUBNE  (Stafford- 
shire, Lichfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment whether  he  will  ascertain 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor  if  the  Lord 
Chancellor  received  any  communication 
other  than  that  from  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  City  and  County  of 
the  City  of  Lichfield  upon  the  subject 
of  appointing  additional  Magistrates 
for  the  City  and  County  of  the  City  of 
Lichfield,  between  30tb  December, 
1890,  and  8th  June,  1892 ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  state  the  nature  of  that 
communication,  and  from  whom  the 
communication  was  received  ? 

Mr*  Macartney 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
Lord  Chancellor  has,  no  doubt,  received 
a  great  many  communications  in  respect 
to  the  appointment  of  additional  Magis- 
trates for  Lichfield,  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  as  he  does  constantly 
in  respect  of  the  other  appointments 
which  it  is  his  duty  to  make,  but  it  has 
always  been  the  practice,  from  which  he 
sees  no  reason  to  depart,  to  treat  such 
communications  as  confidential. 

Sib  JOHN  SWINBURNE:  The 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
somewhat  vague;  can  he  not  say  whether 
the  Lord  Chancellor  has  received  any 
communicatrion  other  than  that  from 
the  Town  Council  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  no  other 
answer  to  give. 

LOSS  OP  LIFE  AT  SEA. 

Mr.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Pins- 
bury,  E.)  (for  Mr.  Howell,  Bethnal 
Green,  N.E^:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  be 

can  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Return  of  the  Loss  of  Life  at  Sea 
during  the  years  1890  and  1891  ;  and, 
if  not  for  1891,  for  '1890 ;  in  continua- 
tion of  previous  Returns  on  this  sub- 
ject? 

•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  A  Return  of  the  Loss  of 
Life  at  Sea  in  the  year  1890  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  in  con- 
tinuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  150, 
1891.  The  figures  for  1891  are  not  yet 
complete. 

SHIP-OWNING  MAGISTRATES. 
Mb.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (for  Mr. 
Howell)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  why 
it  is  that  the  Return  respecting  Ship- 
owning  Magistrates,  ordered  by  the 
House  some  weeks  ago,  on  the  Motion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain)  is  not  yet  issued  to 
Members  of  the  House ;  and  whether 
he  can  say  when  the  Return  will  be 
issued  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  Return  in 
question  has  been  delayed  because  I 
nave  hitherto  failed  in  obtfumng  the 
necessary  information  from  one  port  erf 
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some  importance.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  difficulty  may  be  got  over  in 
time  to  enable  me  to  present  the  Re- 
turn before  the  close  of  the  Session. 

PBEE  RE-DIRECTION  OP  POST  CARDS. 

.  Mb.  HENNIKER  HBATON  (Can- 
.terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whetlur  he  can  see  his  way  to 
extend  to  postcards  the  boon  of  free  re- 
direction  already  conferred  upon  the 
public  in  respect  of  letters  ? 

•The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febousson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  do 
this,  inasmuch  as  the  halfpenny  rate 
barely  pays  the  cost  of  one  trans- 
mission. 

PRISON  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

■  Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  has  received  a  commuQlca- 
tion  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Bills  Committee  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  submitting  to  him 
a  statement  on  behalf  of  the  Committoe 
concerning  certain  hardships  and  dis- 
advantages in  the  present  duties,  pay, 
and  prospects  of  the  medical  officers  of 
prisons ;  and  whether  he  is  able  to  say 
that  he  will  take  measures  to  give  effect 
to  the  suggestions  set  out  in  the  Memo- 
rial submitted  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir,  a 
communication  of  the  nature  described 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  has  been  received.  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  important  and  useful 
services  rendered  by  this  branch  of 
prison  officers,  and  any  representations 
ooming  from  them  will  meet  with  my 
most  attentive  consideration.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the 
pay  of  the  medical  officers  and  assis- 
tants was  revised  and  increased  so 
lately  as  1883.  I  do  not  feel  able  to 
say  that  I  can  make  any  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Treasury  upon  the  Memo- 
rial referred  to. 

Db.  FABQUHABSON:  Has  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  any  objeotion  to 
lay  the  correspondence  on  the  Table  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS ;  To  what  corre- 
spondence does  the  hon.  Member  refer  ? 


Db.  FARQUHARSON:  That  be- 
tween the  Chairman  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  and  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  The  Chairman 
sent  me  a  copy  of  a  printed  Report  with 
a  letter  which  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
show  the  hon.  Member  with  my  reply, 
but  I  scarcely  think  the  oorresponduice 
is  of  sufficient  public  interest  to  lay  on 
the  Table. 

MISS  HUBERT  AND  NEWFOUND- 
LAND. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  any  compensation 
is  to  be  given  to  those  who  have  been 
con^ulsorily  removed  from  Newfound- 
land and  district  in  consequence  of  the 
arrangement  with  France ;  and  whether 
one  of  the  persons,  Miss  Anabella 
Hubert,  had  a  grant  for  her  property 
from  His  Majesty  King  George  the 
Third,  yet  has  been  removed  without 
compensation  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  POK  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  DB  WoBHB,  Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
teth) :  No  persons  have  been  removed 
from  Newfoundland  in  consequence  of 
the  arrangement  withFrance ;  although, 
as  the  hon  Member  is  doubtless  aware 
from  the  Debates  of  last  year,  certain 
lobster  factories  on  the  treaty  shore 
have  been  closed.  The  claim  of  Miss 
Hubert,  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  relates  to  land  in  Cape  Breton, 
which  is  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  is  not 
affected  by  the  Newfotmdland  arrange- 
ment. 

EDINBURGH    SUPERINTENDING  IN- 
SPECTORSHIP OF  TAXES. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  it  is 
the  intention  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Fraser  by  the 
appointment  of  the  officer  next  in 
seniority,  or  by  an  Inspector  from 
Somerset  House  ? 

•The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J, 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities)  (who  replied)  :  I  am 
desired  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  to 
say  that  the  post  of  Superintending 
Inspector,  vacant  by  the  mromotion  of 
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Mr.  Fraser,  has  been  filled  by  the 
promotion  of  the  officer  next  in 
seniority. 

THE  SABINE  OFFICE. 
Dr.  GLABK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  explain  why,  in 
view  of  the  Minute  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  of  7th  February,  1890,  regu- 
lating the  organisation  of  the  office  of 
the  General  Register  of  Sasines,  which 
was  based  on  the  Report  of  an  inquiry 
instituted  in  answer  to  representations 
made  m  this  House  on  behalf  of  the 
clerks,  the  two  vacancies  in  the  first 
class,  one  of  these  dating  from  October, 
1891 ,  are  not  filled  up,  although  there 
are  fifty  clerks,  some  of  whom  have 
been  in  the  Service  over  twenty  years, 
in  the  second  class  to  select  from  for 
these  posts? 

•Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  It  is  impos- 
sible within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to 

give  it!  detail  the  reasons  why  the  two 
vacancies  referred  to  have  not  yet  been 
filled  Many  alterations  by  way  of 
promotion  have  taken  place'  since  the 
date  of  the  Minute  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
vacancies  now  existing  will  shortly  be 
filled  up. 

THE    LATE     SIR.    THOMAS  ALLAN 
AND   THE   POST  OFFICE. 

£>B.  CLARE  (for  Mr.  Gunihohaue 
Graham,  Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General,  m  view 
of  the  facts  that  he  stands,  under  the 
Telegraphs  Acts,  1868  and  1869,  as 
trustee  of  the  United  Kingdom  Electric 
Telegraph  Company  in  liquidation,  and 
that  the  Post  Office  is  the  user  of  the 
properties  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Allan,  all  of  which  properties  are 
deemed  by  the  Telegraph  Acts,  1868 
and  1869,  to  be  as  land,  is  he  aware 
that  the  Postmaster  General  had  notice 
of  this  claim  in  1870,  and  that,  on  30th 
July,  1888,  in  the  interlocutory  appeal 
of  "William  Hind  v.  CroU,"  which  came 
before  Mr.  Justice  (now  Lord)  Field 
and  Mr.  Justice  Cave  sitting  as  a 
Divisional  Com-t,  the  last-mentioned 
Judge  ruled  that  the  non-payment  of 
this  claim  was  a  scandal  to  the  Courts ; 
and  whether  this  claim  will  be  at  onoe 
paid? 

The  Lord  Advocate 


•Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  Under 
the  Telegraphs  Act  it  was  provided  that 
the  Postmaster  General  should  not  be 
required  to  see  to  the  application  of  the 
money  in  respect  of  the  purchase  of  the 
undertaking  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Electric  Telegraph  Company  or  bia  re- 
sponsible for  any  misapplication  then- 
of.  The  Postmaster  General,  therefore, 
dearly  does  not  stand  in  the  position  U 
a  trustee.  Mr.  Allan's  claim  has  been 
many  times  before  the  Courts,  and  has 
on  each  occasion  been  dismissed.  In 
fact,  the  Lords  Justices  made  an  order 
forbidding  the  issue  of  a  further  writ 
of  smnmons  against  the  Postmaster 
General  without  the  leave  of  the  Court. 
The  matter  was  also  specially  investi- 
gated by  the  Treasury,  and  the  result 
was  commimioated  to  Parliament  in 
1879.  The  matter  may  therefore  be 
said  to  have  been  finally  disposed  of, 
and  it  ought  not  now  to  be  revived. 

MAINTENANCE  OF  MAIN  ROAD 

FOOTWAYS. 
Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  the  County  Councils  having 
claimed  the  footways  along  the  main 
roads  are  liable  to  repair  and  keep 
them  in  order  after  the  decision  in  the 
case  of "  Local  Board  of  Warminster  v. 
County  Council  of  Wilts,"  which  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  footpaths  form 
part  of  the  main  roads  which  they 
adjoin  ? 

•The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's): 
My  hon.  Friend  uses  the  ptirase 
"  County  Councils  having  claimed  the 
footways  along  the  main  roads."  No 
claim  has  been  made,  the  roads  are 
vested  in  them  and  the  footways  are 
included.  I  can  only  state  generally 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  it  devolves 
upon  the  County  Council  to  maintain 
and  keep  in  repair  any  footway  which, 
accordii^  to  the  decision  of  the  Court 
in  the  Warminster  case,  forms  part  of 
a  main  road  if  the  Sanitary  Authority 
of  the  district  in  which  it  is  included 
have  not  claimed  to  maintain  such 
main  road. 

Mb.  FICTON  (Leicester) :  Axe  all 
roads  vested  in  the  County  Counoils? 

*Mb.  RITCHIE :  Only  main  roads. 
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SUB-LETTING   OF    WAR  OFFICE 

CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  has  recently 
received  any  complaints  of  sub-letting 
of  contracts  in  connection  with  the 
Albany  Street  Barracks  and  other 
barrack  contracts ;  and  what  steps 
have  been  taken  in  connection  with 
them? 

Mb.  BBODBIGE  :  Complaints  as  to 
Bub-letting  under  various  barrack 
contracts  were  received  from  the 
liondon  Building  Trades  Committee 
and  were  inquired  into.  It  was  found 
that  at  the  Albany  and  Wellington 
Bfirracks  there  was  no  sub-letting, 
though  the  cutting  of  the  arches  had, 
as  usual  in  the  trade,  been  given  out 
as  piecework.  At  Plymouth  the  con- 
tractors for  certain  buildings  had 
obtained  their  joinery  from  sub- 
contractors ;  but  the  latter  were  paid 
one  half-penny  per  hour  above  the 
local  rateior  the  use  of  their  workshop 
and  machin^.  The  complaints, 
therefore,  appear  to  have  mid  no 
foimdation. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS'  HOURS  OF 
LABOUR. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  C.  BOLTON  (Stir- 
ling) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whethffl*  he  has 
observed  that  the  Setnm  "  Railway 

Servants  (Hours  of  Labour)  (Inspectors* 
Eeports)  "  contains  instances  of  railway 
accid  ents  other  than  and  differing 
essentially  from  those  ordered  by  the 
House  of  Commons  to  be  reported 

"  as  instancee  in  which  the  loapectora  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  represented  that  the 
hours  of  any  of  the  nilwaj  serrants  on  duty 
on  the  occasion  of  suoh  acoidenU  have  been 
unduly  long ; " 

and  whether  he  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  the  correction  of  the  Return 
and  its  compliance  with  the  Order  of 
the  House  of  Commons  dated  26th 
April,  1892? 

*SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  column  of 
extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the 
Inspectors  that  in  nearly  all  cases  the 
words  "  unduly  long  "  would  be  gener- 
ally admitted  as  a  correct  description 
of  the  hours.   The  term,  however,  is 
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indefinite,  and  it  was  thou^^t  right  to. 
include  in  the  Betum  every  case  in 
which  the  Inspector  repcniiing  upon  it 
had  expressed  an  unfavourable  opinion 

either  as  to  the  length  of  the  hours 
worked  or  as  to  the  insufficiency  of 
previous  rest.  Of  course,  it  is  for 
those  interested  in  the  Return  to  form 
their  own  opinions  as  to  whether  the 
views  of  the  Inspectors  were  justified. . 

Me.  BOLTON  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  noted  the  fact  that  theRetum 
ordered  by  the  House  referred  to  ser' 
vants  on  duty  on  the  occasion  of  such 
accidents  having  had  hours  of  duty 
unduly  long ;  whereas  the  Return  made 
to  the  House  is  of  instances  in  which 
Inspectors  have  called  attention  to  the 
hours  of  work,  not  restricting  it  entirely 
to  those  occasions  on  which  accidents 
happened  ? 

•Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  : 
It  is  restricted,  as  I  have  endeavoured 
to  explain,  to  those  instances  in  which 
Inspectors  thought  the  hours  were  un- 
duly long  or  the  previous  rest  in- 
sufficient. '' 

Mb.  BOLTON :  But  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that  in 
some  instances  the  hours  were  not 
unduly  long,  unless  he  calls  six  hours 
and  three-quarters  unduly  long? 

-Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

PETROLEUM  IN  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AfEairs  whetner  he'  is  aware 
that  there  is  only  one  steamer  afloat 
which  purports  to  comply  with  the  Pro- 
visional Regulations  of  the  Suez  Canal 
Company,  that  that  steamer  belongs  to 
a  syndicate,  that  she  was  contracted 
for  before  the  Provisional  Regulations 
were  issued,  and  that,  in  regard  to  all 
the  other  tank  steamers,  about  a 
hundred,  the  Provisional  Regulations 
are  so  arranged  as  to  debar  their  passage ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  inter- 
national question  now  raised  in  the 
Courts  of  Egypt,  this  one  steamer  will 
be  allowed  to  pass  the  Canal  under 
the  Provisional  Regulations,  while  the 
other  ninety-nine  are  debarred,  pending 
the  decision  of  the  Egyptian  Courts  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB,  Cumberland, 
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Penritli) :  There  axe  no  statistics  of  the 
number  of  steamers  which  will  be 
affected  by  the  Begulations  in  question 
in  the  possession  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
The  r^;ulatioQ  of  the  tranmt  of  these 
vessels  is  not  within  the  functions  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  who  exer- 
cise no  con^l  in  the  matter. 

THE  LONDON  COMMON  POOR  FUND. 

■  Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
liocal  Government  Board  what  are  the 
existing  arrangements  in  regard  to  the 
Beceivership  of  the  London  Common 
Poor  Fund;  whether  any ^G^ovemment 
officials  connected  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  are  paid  out  of  this 
fund,  in  addition  to  their  salaries  as 
Government  officials;  and  whether 
some  arrangement  can  be  made  by 
which  these  moneys  can  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Local  Government  Board 
without  any  additional  salaries  from 
the  fund  being  paid  ? 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  office  of  Re- 
ceiver of  the  Metropolitan  Common 
Poor  Fund  was  held  by  the  late  Sir 
John  Lambert  when  he  was  Permanent 
Secretary  of  the  liocal  Government 
Board,  and  I  have  appointed  the  pre- 
sent Permanent  Secretary  of  the 
Department  as  his  successor.  There 
is  considerable  advantage  in  the  office 
being  held  by  one  who  has  the  ex- 
perience and  general  knowledge  which 
the  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Board 
possesses  as  regards  administration 
arrangements  In  connection  with  the 
expenditure  by  Boards  of  Guardians, 
which  is  payable  out  of  the  Common 
Poor  Fund  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Statute.  Before 
making  an  appointment,  I  revised  the 
arrangements  with  regard  to  the  re- 
muneration. The  late  Receiver  of  the 
fund  received  a  salary  of  £700,  to  in- 
clude expenses  of  assistance.  I  have 
reduced  the  remuneration  from  £700 
to  £400,  and  it  is  understood  that  out 
of  the  £400  payments  for  assistance  not 
less  than  £200  will  be  made.  The 
claims  on  the  Common  Poor  Fund  in 
respect  of  the  last  completed  year 
exceeded  £1,000,000.  The  net  sum 
received  by  the  Receiver  and  distributed 
by  him  exceeded  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
The  responsibility,  therefore,  is  great, 
and  the  remuneration  cannot  be  re- 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther 


garded  as  exceraive.  The  duties  of  the 
x>ffice  of  Receiver  are  not  to  be  allowed 
in  any  way  to  clash  with  the  daties 
devolving  on  the  Secretary.  It  Is  iait 
to  the  Seoretuy  to  add  that  he  made 
no  ai^ication  fbr  the  post. 

MARRIAGE  LAW  IN  MALTA. 
Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  SO :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  it  is  intended 
immediately  to  press  through  the 
Council  of  Government  of  Malta  the 
Ordinance  relating  to  the  civil  effect  of 
marriages  in  that  island,  a  draft  whereof 
appears  in  the  Malta  Gazette  of  1st 
June,  1892,  without  giving  Parliament 
an  opportunity  of  discussmg  either  the 
contents  of  that  Ordinance,  which 
seriously  afiects  the  Marriage  Law  of 
Malta,  or  the  considerations  of  policy 
which  have  actuated  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  proposing  it  ? 

Babon  H.  de  WORMS :  The  draft 
Ordinance  to  which  the  hon.  ^ember's 
question  refers  was  introduced  by  a 
private  Member,  and  will  not  be  sup- 
ported by  the  official  Members  of  the 
Council  of  Government,  and  if  passed 
will  not  be  assented  to  by  the  Governor, 
who  has  been  instructed  not  to  assent 
to  any  Ordinance  relating  to  marriage 
pending  the  reference  which  is  about  to 
be  made  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

Mb.  BRYCE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  this  matter  will 
come  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  ? 

Babon  H.  db  WORMS  :  I  believe  it 
is  before  the  Committee  now. 

PROHIBITION  OF  BANDS  IN 
LIMERICK. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  poUce  of  Limerick  have 
prohibited  the  city  bands  from  playing 
m  public ;  and  considering  no  informa- 
tions have  been  sworn  before  the  Magis- 
trates as  to  any  possible  danger  arising 
from  a  musical  demonstration  of  the 
bands,  under  what  circumstances  and 
by  whose  authority  have  the  police 
exercised  such  prohibition  ? 
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The  ATTOBNEY  OENEBAL  tob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Maddsk,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity)  (who  replied) :  It  appears  tioA 
a  fall  Bench  of  Magistrates,  with  the 
Mayor  presiding,  at  Limerick  City 
Petty  Sessions  on  Friday  last,  prohibited 
the  playing  of  bands  in  the  streets  until 
after  the  elections.  Rioting  had  been 
caused  by  the  bands  in  the  streets  on 
the  previous  Sunday,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  public.  Informations 
were  duly  sworn.  The  Magistrates 
were  unanimous  in  their  decision,  and 
ordered  the  poHce  to  warn  the  bands  of 
tile  prohibition. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mb.  CX)NWAY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  considered 
the  subject-matter  of  the  letters  of  the 
9th  January,  1892,  and  of  12th  May, 
1892,  sent  to  him  by  the  Cork  Evicted 
Tenants'  Association  ;  and  whether  he 
is  prepared  to  give  a  definite  answer  in 
regard  to  the  reinstatement  in  their 
holdings  of  the  6,000  evicted  tenants 
concerned  ? 

Mb.  madden  (who  replied):  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  is  unable  to  add  anything 
on  the  subject-matter  of  this  question 
to  his  replies  to  similar  questions 
addressed  to  him  in  the  House  on 
19th  February  and  28th  April  last. 

UNITED  STATES  MAILS. 
Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  beg 
to  a'^k  the  Postmaster  General  if  he  can 
state  the  weight — number  of  pounds — 
of  letters  and  of  newspapers  and  other 
articles,  respectively,  despatched  to  the 
United  States  last  year ;  tbe  weight  of 
letters  and  of  other  articles,  respectively, 
received  from  the  United  States  last 
year ;  the  amomit  paid  by  the  United 
States  Government  for  such  convey* 
anoe  of  mails — as  given  in  the  United 
States  Postmaster  General's  Annual 
Report ;  and  the  amount  paid  by  the 
British  Government  for  the  conveyance 
of  our  mails  to  America  ? 

*SiB  JAMES  FEBGUSSON:  The 
weight  of  mails  despatched  trom  this 
country  to  the  United  States  and  to 
countries  served  through  the  United 
States  during  the  year  1891,  was  as 


follows:  Posted  in  United  Eang- 
dom. — Letters  and  postcards,  843,475 
pounds;  other  articles,  3,061,990 
pounds.  Posted  in  other  countries  and 

sent  uwi  United  Kingdom. — Letters 
and  postcards,  '93,463  pounds ;  other 
articles,  396,534  pounds.  No  record 
is  kept  in  this  country  of  the 
weight  of  mails  received  from  the 
United  States.  According  to  the 
Report  of  the  Postmaster  General  of 
the  United  States  for  1891,  the  amount 
paid  by  tbe  United  States  for  Trans- 
atlantic services  was  as  follows: 
Mails  from  United  States,  417,117dols. 
78c. ;  Foreign  Mails  sent  via  United 
States,  37,272dol8.  91o.— 454,390dols. 
69c.,  or  £93,000.  The  amount  paid  by 
the  British  Government  for  the  sea 
conveyance  of  mails  to  the  United 
States  during  the  year  was  £98,300. 

THE  DISSOLUTION. 
Ma.  LABOUCHERE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  in  view  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  Government  to  include  Saturday 
within  the  permissible  polling  days^ 
if  this  can  be  done  without  inter- 
ference with  Public  Business,  any 
returning  officer  will  be  allowed  to 
send  a  special  messenger  on  Tuesday 
to  the  Pnvy  Council  Office  after  the 
Council  for  the  Dissolution  has  been 
held,  and  if  the  writ  wiU  be  given  to 
that  special  messenger  to  be  delivered 
to  the  returning  officer  on  Tuesday 
evening,  by  which  polling  might  be  held 
^  on  Saturday.  Secondly,  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  as 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has 
already  stated  that  business  in  tbe 
House  of  Lords  will  be  entirely  over 
on  Friday,  he  will  consider  if  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  have  a  Sitting  of  this 
House  on  Saturday  instead  of  Monday, 
having  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
Monday,  by  which  means  also  Saturday 
might  be  included  in  the  permissible 
polling  days  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.GoscHEN.St.George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  give  notice  of  that 
question. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  I  give  noticft 
that  I  will  ask  the  question  to-morrow. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  BBYCE  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer say  when  the  Government 
intend  to  ask  the  House  to  take  into 
consideration  the  liords'  Amendments 
to  the  Small  Agricultural  Holdings 
Bill? 

Mr.  GOSCHBN  ;  To-morrow,  I 
think;  but  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
First  Lord,  who  will  be  in  his  place 
presently,  will  give  the  hon.  Gentleman 
a  more  specific  answer. 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  I  desire  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion m  reference  to  the  ninth  Order  of 
the  Day.  the  Public  Authorities'  Pro- 
tection Bill.  This  Bill  has  not  been 
included  in  any  of  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  as  one  of  those  to  be 
proceeded  with.  It  requires  five  closely- 
printed  pages  to  explain  its  meaning 
and  contains  a  very  long  list  of  repeals; 
and  though  it  may  be— I  do  not  say  it 
is  not — a  useful  measure,  yet  I  do 
think  some  little  consideration  should  be 
given  to  what  must  be  a  great  change 
m  ^e  law;  and  I  would  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  or  the  Attorney 
General  whether  it  is  proposed  to  pro- 
ceed with  it  to-night  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  the  question.  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sidered that  the  BiU  required  any 
lengthened  investigation,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  he  had  had  time  to 
bestow  upon  it  he  would  have  found 
that  it  is  a  very  simple  proposal.  The 
object  is  to  reduce  to  one  simple 
system  those  provisions  in  various  Acts 
of  Parliament  which  relate  to  the  times 
for  notices  to  be  given  before  proceed- 
ings are  to  be  taken.  But  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  have  time 
to  look  into  it  we  do  not  want  to  prera 
the  Bill  to-night,  and  when  the  Order 
is  reached  it  will  be  withdrawn. 

MOTION. 


COMMITTEES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session 
all  Committees  have  leave  to  sit  not- 


withstanding any  Ebdjoumment  of  the 
House.  "~-(i^r.    Chancellor    of  iht 
Exchequer.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 

OBDBBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
[LoFd8.]--(No.  431.) 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

\3.52.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
This  Bill  is  for  the  re-construction  of 
the  Scotch  Fishery  -Board.  We  have 
already  passed  an  Act  for  the  purpose, 
and  this  is  the  second  attempt  at  re- 
constructing the  Board  by  this  Parha- 
ment.  I  understood,  when  I  assisted 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  in  aiding 
the  Government  to  finish  their  business, 
that  no  measures  controversial  in  their 
character  would  come  before  us  this 
Session.  Here,  however,  is  a  Bill 
which  comes  to  us  from  the  Lords  and 
is  now  down  for  Second  Reading — an 
old  friend  of  ours  we  discussed  last 
year  and  were  unable  to  agree  with. 
Last  year  we  asked  that  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjori- 
banks)  and  this  Bill,  which  is  a  Umita- 
tion  of  the  Bill  of  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Gona* 
mittee  that  the  whole  matter  might  be 
thoroughly  threshed  out.  This  the 
Government  refused,  and  now  we  have 
their  Bill  before  us  again.  I  see  my 
right  hon.-  Friend  (Mr.  Marjoribanks) 
has  a  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill,  but  he  is  in  Berwickshire  now 
and  cannot  move  that  Motion,  but  it 
indicates  that  theBillisof  a  contentious 
charaoter.  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
are  to  contest  it,  but  I  can  tell  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  we  who  represent 
constituencies  interested  are  strongly 
opposed  to  every  one  of  the  proposala 
in  the  Bill.  In  the  re-constitution  of 
the  Board  we  want  the  application  of 
the  elective  principle,  with  a  scientific 
member,  a  legal  member  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  appointed  by 
the  Government.    We  are  opposed  to 
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the  constitution  of  the  Fishery  Com- 
mittees ;  we  want  them  to  be  elective. 
We  are  opposed  to  the  division  of  the 
districts  into  five — we  want  eight  or 
nine.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  divide 
the  Scottish  ooasts  into  five  districts 
only;  we  are  opposed  also  to  the 
provisions  in  regard  to  mussel  fisheries ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  a 
settdement  of  our  differences  is  to  take 
the  suggestion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
and  refer  the  two  BUls  to  a  Select 
Committee.  Surely  now,  in  the  last 
hours  of  a  dying  Parliament,  the 
Government  will  not  seriously  attempt 
to  press  forward  a  Bill  bristling  with 
difficulties  which  has  not  received  a 
Second  Beading  ?  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  am  justified  in  moving  the 
Motion  of  which  my  right  hon.  ]^end 
has  given  notice. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 

Question  to  add  the  words  "upon  this 
day  three  months." — {Dr.  Clark.) 

Question    proposed,    "  That  the 

word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

(3.58.)  The  first  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpoub, 
Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  surprised  at 
the  line  taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caithness.  He  appears  to  think  that 
this  Bill  has  been  brought  down  from 
the  other  House  suddenly  to  surprise 
and  astonish  the  House  of  Commons ; 
but  I  may  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  in  every  statement  I  have  made 
with  regard  to  public  business  I  have 
mentioned  this  Fishery  Board  Bill  for 
Scotland  as  one  of  those  we  greatly 
desired  to  pass,  and  which  we  had  every 
reason  to  hope  would  not  meet  with 
serioas  opposition.  I  confess  that  hope 
Ims  been  somewhat  shaken  by  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
Motion  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
tor  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjoribanks). 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemui  is  not  here 
for  me  to  appeal  to  him ;  but  I  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  Caithness  to  recollect 
that  this  Bill  does  meet  a  great  want 
on  the  part  of  the  fishing  community  of 
Scotland,  and  that  if  the  Bill  does  not 
pass  now  it  means  that  a  settlement  of 
this  question  will  be  postponed,  cer- 


tainly for  a  year  and  probably  for  a 
much  longer  period.  It  is  a  very  serious 
responsibility  for  the  hon.  Member  and 
his  friends  to  imdertake  to  prevent  the 
use  of  public  money  for  the  purpose  of 
mussel  beds,  and  to  say  that  these  pro- 
visions for  the  encouragement  of  the 
fishing  industry  so  earnestly  desired 
shall  be  deferred  because  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  friends  have  not  had 
time  to  consider  the  Bill.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are  well  known,  they 
have  been  a  considerable  time  before 
the  House  and  are  desired  by  the 
Scottish  people,  but  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  his  friends  really  mean  to 
press  their  opposition  to  the  extreme,  of 
course  we  cannot  hope  to  pass  the  Bill ; 
but  I  must  distinctly  point  out  that  the 
responsibility  of  preventing  the  carry- 
ing out  of  these  beneficial  arrangements 
in  favour  of  the  fishermenof  Scotland — 
not  the  least  deserving  class  in  Scot- 
land— must  rest  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Caithness  and  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Berwickshire.  What  view 
their  constituents  may  take  of  that  I 
cannot  say  ;  but,  at  all  events,  the  Go- 
vernment are  absolved  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  having  failed  to  deal 
with  the  question,  and  the  whole 
weight  of  the  feeling  of  disappointment 
that  may  be  raised  must  rest  upon 
the  hon.  Member  mA  his  friends. 

Question  put. 

(4.0.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
59 ;  Noes  27.— (Div.  List,  No.  192.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

BRITISH    COLUMBIA  LOAN 
BILL.~(No.  432.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  Surely 
we  should  have  some  explanation  as 
to  what  is  to  be  done  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  I  understand  that  a  Memo- 
randum, which  has  not  been  delivered, 
should  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
Members  this  morning. 
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*The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square):  The  Bill 
authorises  a  loan  of  £150,000,  which  i& 
to  be  made  to  the  •Government  of 
British  Columbia  for  the  piuposes  of 
a  colonisation  scheme,  mainly  with 
reference  to  the  Scotch  crofters.  The 
Prime  Minister  of  British  Columbia  is 
atpresent  in  this  country,  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  Columbia  make  them- 
selves entirely  responsible  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  colonists,  to  whom  they 
look  to  develop  the  fisheries  and  other 
industries  quite  as  much,  and  perhaps 
more  than  the  agricultural  industry.  In 
order  to  assiu-e  the  House  of  the  way 
in  which  the  scheme  will  be  carried 
out,  it  is  thought  best  that  an  agree- 
ment should  be  made  between  the 
Governments,  and  that  that  agrrament 
should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  I  trust  this  general  statement 
will  satisfy  the  hon.  Member  that  no 
risk  is  undertaken  by  this  country,  but 
that  the  whole  financial  risk  rests  with 
the  Government  of  British  Columbia, 
who  at  the  same  time  make  themselves 
responsible  for  the  well-being  of  the 
colonists  who  may  go  out. 

Sib  JOHN  SWINBUENE  (Stafford- 
shire, Lichfidd)  :  What  interest  will 
the  Columbian  Government  pay  ? 
*Mb,  GOSCHEN  :  Three  per  cent. 

Mb.  MORTON  (Peterborough)  :  I 
object  strongly  to  this  Bill,  the  object 
of  which,  I  understand,  is  to  riemove 
^e  (^fters  from  Scotland  to  a  far-off 
country  at  considerable  exx^ense.  As 
regards  that  portion  of  Scotland 
whioh  the  Bill  will  affoct,  I  believe 
there  is  plenty  of  land  for  these  people 
if  you  would  only  let  them  have  it.  It 
is  preserved,  however,  for  deer  and 
other  like  purposes,  find  the  object  ap- 
pears to  be  to  drive  these  people  away 
from  the  country.  As  a  protest 
against  giving  a  guarantee  to  the  colony 
of  Columbia,  and  as  a  protest  against 
driving  these  people  from  the 
country,  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  t&bA  this  day  three 
months. 

Mr.  Fhilifps  (Lanark,  Mid)  signified 
that  he  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave 
oat  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words 

Dr,  Olarh  ' 
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"upon  this  day  three  months." — {Mr. 

Morton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Dr.  CLARK :  You  lend  money  to 
the  Coimty  Councils  for  home  colonisa- 
tion at  three  and  one-eighth  per  cent., 
and  as  you  lend  money  to  the  Colonies 
at  three  per  cent,  the  infer- 
ence is  that^you  prefer  foreiga 
colonisation.  What  you  are  now 
doing  will  be  of  no  avail ;  the  only  solu- 
tion of  the  crofters'  question  is  to  let 
the  people  re-take  the  land  their  fore- 
fathers had.  Since  the  Crofters'  Com- 
mission reported  about  half  a  million 
acres  of  land  have  been  turned  into 
deer  forests.  The  First  Lord  said  the 
other  night  that  no  crofters  have  been 
removed  in  order  to  create  deer  forests, 
and  that  is  perfectly  true.  The  pro- 
cess has  been  first  to  remove  the 
crofters  in  order  that  the  land  mu;ht  be 
turned  into  grazing  tracks.  Subse- 
quently these  tracks  so  diminish  in 
value  that  they  will  not  carry  half  the 
sheep  they  used  to  do,  because  the 
drains  become  filled  up,  and  because 
bracken,  heather,  and  rushes  displace 
the  nutritive  grasses.  The  sheep 
farmers  then  hand  them  over  to  the 
landlord,  and  they  are  then  transformed 
into  deer  forests.  Now,  all  that  you 
propose  to  do  is  to  permit  our  country 
to  become  a  hunting  ground,  and  to 
send  the  people  away  to  Muoitoba  and 
British  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  the  resources  of  those 
colonies.  I  protest,  as  I  have  done 
many  times  already,  against  that  as  a 
means  of  solving  a  difficulty  which  can 
alone  be  solved  by  giving  the  people 
sufficient  land  on  which  they  can  live 
and  thrive.  I  protest  against  that  policy, 
and  I  hope  that  on  the  appeal  to  the 
country  we  shall  have  a  Government 
which  will  pursue  the  policy  of  home  as 
against  foreign  colonisation. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  told  the  House  with 
perfect  truth  that  this  is  not  the  first 
occasion  on  which  he  has  spoken  on 
the  question  before  us  ;  but  I  cannot 
allow,  even  for  a  second  or  third  time, 
the  doctrine  which  he  has  advanced 
to  go  unchallenged.   Those  doctrines 

Digitized  by 


{COMMONS} 


1741        British  Columbia        {21  Juke.  1892} 


Lorn  Bill.  1742 


BwreW  are  to  be  addressed  to  persons, 
totally  unacqnainted  with  the  conditions 
of  agricalture  in  the  Highlands,  and 
the  oonditione  under  which  alone  it 
is  possible  for  pastural  or  agricultural 
industry  to  thrive  in  the  districts  where 
sheep  farms  have  existed,  and  where  in 
many  oases  deer  forests  now  exist.  It 
is  impossible  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  devoted  to  sheep  or  deer 
that  any  human  being,  highlander  or 
otherwise,  can  live  and  flourish  as  hon. 
Members  suggest.  Conditions  of  natnre 
and  of  agriculture  have  rendered  such  a 
condition  of  things  perfectly  impossible. 
It  is,  I  believe,  possible  in  certain  dis- 
tricts for  persons  with  large  capital  to 
carry  on  pastoral  pursuits  with  some 
degree  of  success  ;  but  the  idea  of  turn- 
ing the  land  into  small  holdings  to  be 
cmtirated  by  the  spade,  on  which  men 
can  live  and  flourish,  is  perfectly 
ridiculous  in  reference  to  the  Highlands. 
It  is  quite  true  that  in  Sutherlandshire 
and  some  other  dlBtricts  there  was  a 
population  which  was  moved  down  to 
the  coast  by  the  proprietors,  but  that 
has  not  been  done  with  a  view  of  profit, 
but  solely  with  a  view  of  preventing 
those  recurring  epidemics  of  starvation 
by  which  from  time  to  time  they  were 
assailed.  If  you  insist  upon  restoring 
to  these  HigUand  glens  the  people  who 
once  lived  in  them,  you  will  again  enter 
on  the  same  economic  conditions  which 
have  produced  so  much  harm.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  system  of  agricul- 
ture or  State  aid  can  by  any  possible 
contrivance  convert  these  Highland 
valleys  into  places  where  Highland 
populations  can  live  with  comfort. 
Such  experience  as  I  have  in  the  High- 
lands shows  me  that  as  the  standard  of 
comfort  increases  it  is  found  more  and 
more  difficult  to  induce  the  people  to 
live  in  these  'remote  corries  subject  to 
all  the  rigours  of  the  oUmate,  which  is 
hard  on  the  people  and  harder  on  the 
crops  they  endeavour  to  raise.  I  do 
not  think  a  greater  crime  can  be  com- 
mitted than  for  those  who  have  in- 
fluence over  the  crofters  to  induce  them 
not  to  move  to  homes  of  industry  where 
they  can  really  live  and  thrive,  and  to 
hold  out  before  their  eyes  a  prospect  of 
change  which,  however  much  it  might 
injure  the  landlord,  would  inflict  far 
more  serious  injury  upon  the  popula- 
tion -  With  regard  to  this  particular  Bill, 

VOL.  V.         [VOUUTU  tiUUIKS.] 


I  do  not  understand  that  the  hon. 

Member  desires  to  oppose  it ;  but  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  will  admit  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  any 
conceivable, system  of  migration  which 
would  benefit  the  fishermen  of  Lewis. 
The  only  conceivable  alternative  is  to 
find  some  home  across  the  sea,  where, 
still  under  the  British  flag,  they  can 
find  more  favourable  conditions  for 
pursuing  the  industry  by  which  tl}ey 
have  endeavoured  so  far  to  obtain  a 
living  at  home.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
takes  that  i^ew  it  is  not  necessary  for 
us  to  further  pursue  the  controversy 
with  regard  to  emigration.  Let  it  be 
understood  that  there  are  portions  of 
the  population  that  would  be  benefited 
by  migration,  and  if  that  small  con- 
cession is  made  I  think  the  House  may 
agree  to  tlus  stage  of  the  measure. 

Mb.  ANGUS  SUTHEBLAND 
(Sutherland) :  This  policy,  bo  far  as 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  a  policy 
on  the  subject,  is  perfectly  well  known 
to  the  country.  I  think,  however,  we 
have  cause  to  complain  that  a  Bill  of 
this  importance  should  have  been 
rushed  through  the  House  at  this  late 
and  inconvenient  period  of  the  Session. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  talked 
about  the  bad  climate,  and  of  other 
natural  drawbacks ;  hut  it  is  surely  a 
strong  commentary  upon  that  ail- 
ment that  hon.  Members  are  frequently 
in  a  great  hurry  to  bring  their  duties 
to  a  close  in  order  that  they  may  go  to 
recuperate  in  that  climate.  It  is  held 
by  some  that  crops  cannot  ripen  in  the 
Highlands,  and  in  reference  to  this 
I  may  point  out  that  we  have  never 
asserted  that  the  quality  of  the  soil  of 
the  Highlands  approaches  the  soil  of 
the  Lowlands.  We,  however,  desire 
that  such  advantages  as  nature  has 
given  should  be  availed  of  before  any 
other  remedy  is  tried.  I  have  no  desire 
to  open  up  old  sores ;  but  if  there  is  one 
lesson  that  has  been  taught  by  what 
has  happened  in  the  Highlands  it  is  that 
there  is  only  hope  in  reversion  to  the 
old  mode  of  distribution  of  the  land. 
The  Government  have  not  shown  the 
slightest  indication  of  reverting  to  that 
policy.  The  Boyal  Commission  of  1883 
made  special  provisions  for  putting  the 
people  back  on  the  soil ;  and  does  tha 
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GoverniiieDt  mean  to  say  that  these, 
preparations  would  have  been  made, 
if  the  land  had  been  unfit? 
I  would  ask  HerMajesty's  Government 
whether  they  have  received  any  resolu- 
tions from  the  crofters  asking  to  be  sent 
to  British  Columbia?  They  have  re- 
ceived no  such  resolutions.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  ashamed  of  themselves  to  come 
forward  at  the  end  of  the  Session  with 
such  a  proposal.  A  Special  Committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ques- 
tion of  emigration  trom  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  qneation,  however,  has 
been  nan-owed  down  to  that  of  emigra- 
tion from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  persist  in  the  attempt  to  rush  the 
Bill  through  at  this  late  stage  of  the 
Session.  If  he  does,  the  Members  for 
Scotland  will  take  every  opportunity  of 
moving  Amendments  in  Committee.  We 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  the  Highlands,  and  have 
no  wish  to  see  them  handed  over  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  Board  of  Emigra- 
tion. 

*{4.33.)  Mb.  GOSCHBN:  With  re- 
gard  to  the  remark  of  the  hon.  Member, 
that  this  Bill  is  being  rushed  through 
the  House  at  the  end  of  the  Session,  I 
think  it  is  only  respectful  to  the  House 
and  to  the  hon.  Member  himself  that 
I  should  state  that  the  reason  why  the 
Bill  has  been  brought  forward  so  late  ia 
that  we  have  been  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  Prime  Minister  of  British 
Columbia,  who,  after  the  Bill  passed 
the  Colonial  Legislature,  was  deputed  to 
come  to  England  in  order  to  arrive  at 
an  agreement  with  the  Home  Govern- 
ment. It  was  impossible  to  finally ; 
settle  the  details  before  he  came.  I 
would  further  remind  the  hon.  Member 
and  the  House  that  the  scheme  was 
strongly  recommended  by  the  Select 
Committee  on  Colonization,  and  that 
the  House  has  been  informed  of  its 
general  ch^acter  for  a  long  time  past. 

Mr.  SUTHEBLAND:  Have  the 
Committee  had  before  them  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Colonial  Legislature? 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN:  They  had  the 
general  scheme  of  emigration  to  British 
Columbia  before  the.m,  but  not  the  Act 
itself.  Several  hon.  Members  for 
Scotland  have  spoken  of  the  crofters 
being  sent  to  British  Columbia,  as  U 

Mr.  Angus  Sutherland 


they  were  to  be  expatriated  fagainst 
their  will.  It  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  &cts  are,  that  here  is  a  thriving 
Colony  anxious  to  receive  settlers, 
and  there  are  crofters  anxious  to  go 
as  settlers.  No  compulsion  whatever 
is  exercised  in  the  matter.  The 
Government  of  British  Columbia  have 
made  themselves  responsible  for  the 
welfare  of  the  emigrants,  and  there  is 
strong  reason  for  hoping  that  this 
experiment,  if  carried  out  as  has  been 
arranged,  will  be  successful.  AU  that 
we  now  ask  of  the  House  is  to 
authorize  an  advance.  The  House 
will  afterwards  have  full  opportunity 
of  criticising  the  way  in  which  the 
scheme  has  been  carried  out. 
-(4.40.)  Sir  JOHN  SWINBURNE 
Granting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  these  Scotch  crofters  are  anxions 
to  go  to  British  Columbia,  and  that 
the  Government  of  the  Colony  are 
anxious  to  receive  them,  may  I  ask 
why  the  Colonial  Government  should 
not  themselves  find  the  money  for 
emigrating  the  crofters  without  calling 
upon  the  Home  Government  in  the 
matter?  I  object  to  this  loan  to 
British  Columbia,  and  especially  at  a 
lower  rate  of  interest  than  is  charged 
to  the  County  Councils.  Nor  do  I 
see  what  claim  the  Government  of 
British  Columbia  can  have  on  the  tax- 
payers of  the  United  Kingdom  when 
they  levy  heavy  import  duties  upon  all 
products  from  the  Mother  Country.  The 
result  will  be  a  repetition  of  previous 
experience  in  simiUur  oases.  In  a  few 
years  we  shall  be  called  upon,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  to  forego  the  interest 
on  the  loan.and  a^in,  a  few  years  later, 
we  shall  be  asked  to  forego  the  capital. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  go  to  a 
Division  on  the  question. 

Mr.  PHIUPPS  :  I  wish  to  

Mb.  SPEAEEB  :  Order !  The  bon. 
Member  took  off  his  hat  in  response 
to  the  question  I  put  whether  anyone 
seconded  the  Amendment.  He  has. 
therefore,  lost  his  right  of  speaking. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  66; 
Noes  22.— (Div.  List,  No.  193.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 
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FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTUIND) 
EXPENSES.  . 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  it  IB  expedient  to  aotboriHe  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  out 
of  rooneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of 
aoma  to  be  diBtriboted  by  the  Board  among 
local  aea  flahery  committees ;  and  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  money!  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment, of  .the  personal  and  travelling  expensoB 
of  the  membera  of  the  FiBhery  Board,  which 
may  become  payaUe  nnder  the  proTteions  of 
any  Act  of  the  preaent  Beaaion  for  altering 
the  oonatitntion  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotlandi  and  amending  the  Lavr  in  regard  to 
San  Fiaheriea  in  SeoUand."— (Z%e  Lord 
Advocate.') 

Dr.  CLAEK  :  I  beg  to  move  to  re- 
port Progress,  and  that  the  Chairman 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  Our  position  is 
this :  that  a  Bill  bristling  with  contro- 
versial points  has  been  introduced  for 
the  first  time  this  day,  and  that  we 
have  had  no  time  to  put  down  Amend- 
ments and  to  get  them  discussed. 
There  is  also  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Berwickshire.  We  are 
not  agreed  as  to  the  composition  of  the 
Fishery  Board,  and  nearly  all  the 
Members  representing  the  fishery 
districts  of  Scotland  are  opposed  to  this 
proposal.  There  is  also  the  question 
of  representation.  We  are  anxious  to 
.  have  some  representation  of  Town 
Councils  in  fishery  burghs.  The 
members  elected  on  the  Boards  should 
not  be  nominated,  but  elected 
by  those '  engwed  in  the  fil- 
ing indoBtry.  We  have  a  nnmber 
of  AmoidmentB  to  pat  down,  but  if  the 
matter  is  rushed  throogh  in  this  fashion 
there  will  be  no  opportonity  of  discuss- 
ing them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chahrman  do  report  Pn^gress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Dr. 
Ciark.) 

(4.56.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALfOUB:  I 
have  explained  to  the  House  what  the 
position  of  the  Government  is  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  I  admit  that  if  its  de- 
tails require  prolonged  discussion,  or, 
rather,  if  hon.  Members  insist  upon 
discussion  at  any  length,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  proceed  with  the  Bill  this 
Session.  In  that  case  the  responsi- 
bility will  rest  on  those  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  will  deprive  the  fishermen  of 
the  benefits  of  this  proposal,  while 


waiting  for  a  more  perfect  measure* 
I  would  invite  the  hon.  Member  to  put 
bis  Amendments  on  the  Paper  in  order 
that  the  Government  may  see  the  ex- 
tent of  the  opposition.  Jf  much  dis- 
cussion is  required,  of  course  the 
Government  will  not  press  the  Bill 
forward,  but  I  trust  that  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  pursue  his  opposi- 
tion. 

(4.58.)  Db.  CLARK :  I  would  ask 
that  the  Committee  stage  should  be 
postponed  until  Thursday,  in  order  to 
admit  of  time  for  drafting  Amend- 
ments. 

(4.59.)  Mb.  BALFOUB:  If  the 
hon.  Member  vrishes  to  bring  the  Bill 
into  accord  with  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire 
(Mr.  Marjoribanks),  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  difficult  to  draft  Amendments 
with  that  object. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  pnt,  and  agreed 
to. 

BeBolved,  That  it  i«  expedient  to  authorise 
the  payment  to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scot- 
land, oat  of  moQeys  to  be  pronded  by  Parlia- 
ment, of  sums  to  be  distributed  by  the  Board 
among  local  aea  fishery  committees ;  and  the 
payment,  out  of  mooeya  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  the  personal  and  travelling  ex- 
pensea  of  the  membera  of  the  Fiahery  Board, 
which  may  become  payable  under  the  provi- 
sions of  any  Act  of  the  preaent  Session  for 
the  constitution  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland,  and  amending  the  Law  in  regard  to 
Sea  Fisheries  in  Sootland. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  To- 
morrow. 

ELECrrWC  LIGHTING  ORDBRS  CON- 
FIRMATION   (No.    5}    BILL  ILorda}, 
(No.  42&) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Orderad.That  Standing  Orders  211  and  236 
be  suspended,  and  that  ^e  Committee  on  tb« 
Bill  have  leava  to  ait  and  proceed  forthwith.— 
(Jfr.  CaldufeU.) 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  {LonUl—iHo.  426.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  SUndiog  Orders  211  and  236 
be  Boapmdad,  and  that  the  Committae  on  the 
Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith.— 
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WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 
[Lor*].— (No.  427.) 

Bead  a  Becond  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  Standisg  Orden  21t  and  236 
be  BuspeDded,  and  that  the  CommiUee  on  the 
Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith.— 
(Jfr.  CaldweU.} 

EDUCATION     PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION      (LONDON)  BILL 
lLords}.~(No.  412.) 

Ordered, — 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  E^dacation  Pro- 
▼iBional  Order  Cooflrmatioo  (London)  Bill 
[Lords},  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be 
■uapended,  and  mat  the  Committee  on  tiie 
Bilfhave  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith." — 
(Afr.  CatdweU.} 

ELECTAIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  4)  BILL  ILords}. 
(No.  413.) 

Ordered, — 

"That,  in  the  case  of  the  Electric  Lwhting 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill  ILords], 
Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  have 
leave  to  ait  and  proceed  forthwith."— (ifn 
CatdwelL) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FXRBiATION    (No.    6)    BILL  [Lonis]. 
(No.  414.) 

Ordered, — 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Eleetrio  Lighting 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  6)  Bill  [Lords], 
Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Ctnnmittra  on  tiie  Bill  have  leave 
to  Bit  and  proceed  forUiwith.— (3fr.  CaldtveU.') 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
of  this  House,  as  amended,  be  printed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  6)  BILL.— (No.  307.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

BANES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILL.— (No.  406.) 
As  amended,  considered ;  lead  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MAURITIUS  LOAN  BlLL.--(No.  425.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


FORGED  TRANSFERS   BILL  [Lonis]. 
(No.  4Z9.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

COLONIAL  STOCK  ACT  (1877)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [Lonl8].-(No.  430.) 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC   AUTHORITIES  PROTECTION 
BILL  [JWs].— (No.  389.) 

Order  for*  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Small 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

SHOP  HOURS  (re-eammitUd)  BILL. 
(No.  26.) 

Considered  in  Cyommittee,  and  re- 
ported; as  amended,  considered;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOURNALS. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  : — 
General  Index  to  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons  commencing  with 
Vol.  136  (1880),  and  ending  with  Vol. 
145  (1890). 

*  Ordered,  That  the  said  General 
Index  be  printed. 

EAST  IKDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
ReBolutioo  [20tb  June]  reported : 
"  That  it  appears,  by  the  Accounts  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  that  the  total  Revenae  of 
India  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  trf 
March,  1891,  was  Rx.85,741,649;  thai  the  totd 
Expenditure  in  India  and  in  Endand  charged 
agwnst  the  Revenue  was  Rx.82i053/(78  ;  that 
there  was  a  surplus  of  Revenue  over  Expendi- 
ture of  Rx.3,688,171 ;  and  that  the  capital 
Outlay  on  Railways  and  Irrigation  Works  was 
Rx.3,365,632." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speakbb 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

HouM  adjonmad  at  five  mioutea 
attar  Win  o*<do(dL 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  22nd  June,  1892. 


A  quorum  was  not  found  present 
until  twenty-five  minutes  past  Twelve 
o'clock. 

QUESTIONS  . 


THE  DISSOLUTION. 

Mb.  LABOUCHBBE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  consider  the  expediency  of  this 
House  sitting  on  Saturday  next,  with  a 
view  to  the  Council  for  the  Prorogation 
and  Dissolution  being  held  on  the  sub- 
sequent Monday,  in  order  to  include 
Saturday  in  the  legal  days  for  polling ; 
and  whether  it  will  be  open  to  any 
returning  officer  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  the  Writ  Office  imme- 
diately after  the  Council  for  the  Disso- 
lution has  been  held  and  to  receive  the 
writ  for  a  constituency  by  said  messen- 
ger, so  as  to  enable  him  to  issue  the 
statutory  notice  on  that  day,  and 
thereby  render  the  following  Saturday 
one  of  the  legal  days  for  polling  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  As  the  hon.  Member 
knows,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H. 
H.  Fowler)  pressed  me  veiy  strongly 
on  Monday  to  state  exphcitly  and 
finally  the  day  for  Dissolution.  I  was 
rather  disinclined  to  do  so  then,  but 
I  yielded  to  his  exhortations  and  stated 
that  the  two  Councils  for  Prorogation 
and  Dissolution  would  be  held  on 
Tuesday.  It  would  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make  an 
alteration  in  Hie  date  now,  and  I  think 
the  public  would  have  reason  to  com- 
plain if  a  statement  thus  publicly 
made  were  withdrawn  from.  As  to 
the  second  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question,  I  am  advised  that,  liaving 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
58  Geo.  III.,  cap.  89,  the  course  the 
hon.  Member  proposes  would  be  illegal. 

VOL.  V.       [fotibth  sebies.] 


Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  are  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  Saturday 
Sitting  and  the  Council  meeting  on 
Monday  ? 

Mb.  BALFOUR:  One  of  the 
difficulties — I  need  not  go  into  them  in 
detail — consists  in  my  having  publicly 
stated  in  answer  to  a  question  put  to 
me  that  the  Dis8olution  would  be  on 
Tuesday.  Every  one  concerned  has 
made  his  arrangements  upon  that 
understanding,  and  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  depart  from  it. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  Does  the 
Attorney  Genera!  confirm  the  First 
Lord's  view  of  the  law,  that  the  Writs 
could  not  be  handed  to  a  special 
messenger  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
Certainly. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  House  will  sit  to- 
morrow, and  that  then  a  Motion  will 
be  made  for  adjournment  to  Monday  ? 

Mk.  BALFOUR:  Yes.  I  think  the 
House  must  sit  to-morrow  to  take  the 
last  stage  of  the  British  Columbia  Loan 
Bill.  When  that  Bill  is  disposed  of, 
and  other  unopposed  measures  are 
passed,  a  Motion  will  be  made  for 
adjournment  to  Monday. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  Then  I  he'A 
to  give  notice  that,  on  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment,  I  shall  call  attention  to 
the  way  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  thrown  difficulties  ui 
the  way  of  the  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise by  large  numbers  of  the  artisan 
class  in  the  General  Election. 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Member, ' 
of  course,  is  within  his  right,  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  other  engagements 
will  prevent  my  being  here  to  answer, 
for  the  third  time,  his  arguments  on 
this  subject. 

THE  METROPOUTAN  CATTLE  TRADE. 

Mr.  DARLING  (Deptford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  a  question  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice  :  whether  Ike 
thinks  it  is  now  possible  to  relax  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  remoral  of 
3  T 
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cattle  to  and  from  the  Metropolitan 
Cattle  Markets  ? 

The     president      op  the 

BOAED  OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr. 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  In 
tmswer  to  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to 
say  that  I  think  the  time  has  come 
when  the  propriety  of  relaxing  the  re- 
gulations imposed  on  the  movement  of 
cattle  in  the  Metropolis  may  be  con- 
sidered, and  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be 
able  to  annomice  some  relaxation  of  the 
present  restrictions. 

obdehs  of  the  day. 


BUALL    AOBICULTURAL  HOLDINGS 
BILL.— (No.  183.) 
Lords'  Amendments  considered. 

Page  1— 

Lines  14  and  15,  leave  out  ("  which 
appears  to  the  Council  to  be  suitable 
for  agriculture  ")  and  insert  ("  acquired 
by  a  Council  under  the  powers  and  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  which  "). 

Line  23,  leave  out  ("  not  exceeding 
fifteen  acres  each  ")  and  insert  (*<  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  this 
Act "). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Page  2— 

Line  27,  after  ("Act")  insert  ("or 
where  the  land  has  been  hired  by  the 
Council  on  lease  or  otherwise"). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Page  3— 

Line  13,  leave  out  ("  a  ")  and  insert 

("the"). 

Line  18,  leave  out  ^"  part ")  and  in- 
sert ("  electoral  division  "). 

Lines  22  and  23,  leave  out  (*'  all  the 
costs  of  conveyance  to  the  purchaser, 
including  any")  and  insert  ("the"). 

Line  37.  after  ("  and  ")  insert  ("  shall 
either"). 

Line  38,  after  ("instalments")  in- 
sert ("  of  principal "). 

Line  40,  leave  out  ("  and  ")  and  in- 
sert ("or  shall"). 

Line  41,  leave  out  ("  shall"). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Darling 


Page  4 — 

Line  12,  leave  out  Sub-section  (7). 

Line  ^9,  after  ("  Act ' ')  insert  ("  except 
as  otherwise  provided"). 

Line  27,  leave  out  ("  register  ")  and 
insert  ("  list  "). 

Line  30,  leave  out  from  ("  let  ")  to 
the  end  of  clause. 

Transpose  Sub-sections  {b)  and  (c)  of 
Clause  9. 

Lines  38,  39,  leave  out  (**  unless 
let  with  the  consent  of  the  County 
Council  "). 

Line  39,  after  ("owner")  insert  ("or 
occupier  as  the  case  may  be  "). 

Line  41,  leave  out  ("sub-divided  or 
let")  and  insert  ("divided,  sub-divided, 
assigned,  let,  or  sub-let 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Page  5 — 

Line?,  Bfter  ("liquors")  insert— "  (fif.)  la 
the  case  of  any  holding  on  which,,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  County  Council,  a  dwelliog- 
houBO  ought  not  to  he  erected,  that  no  dwell- 
ing houBe  shall  be  ereetad  on  the  holdiiw  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  County  Couneil.'^ 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Page  6— 

Lines  1,  2,  leave  out  ("  sold  a  small 
holding  to  a  purchaser")  and  insert 
("  purchased  land  "). 

Lines  2  and  3,  leave  out  ("  his  regis- 
tration as  the  proprietors  ")  and  insert 
("  their  registration  as  proprietors  "), 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Line  3, after thereof  ")  insert  ("with 
an  absolute  title"),  leave  out  Irom 
("  1875  ")  to  end  of  sub-Bection,  leave 
out  Clause  11. 

(12.40.)  Mb.  gust  (Lincolnshire, 
Stamford) :  I  only  wish  to  ask  my 
right  hon.  Friend  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  with  reference 
to  this  clause,  which  in  its  final  form 
was  drafted  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
himself,  or  by  the  Government  drafts- 
man. It  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  Lord  Cadogan,  who  had 
chaise  of  the  Bill  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing, expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the 
principle,  recommending  however  that 
the  clause  should  be  onutted  and  an 
improved  and  amended  clause  inserted 
at  this  stage.  In  Committee  in  the  other 
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House  the  clause  was  sbruok  out,  and 
in  the  subsequent  stage  an  alternative 
proposal  by  Lord  Herschell  was  re- 
jected. I  now  ask  my  right  hon. 
Friend  whether  he  intends  to  uphold 
the  undertaking  givenby  Lord  Cadogan, 
or  what  course  he  proposes  to  take  ? 

(12.40.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  the 
BOARD  OP  AGRICULTURE  (Mr. 
Chapun,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  :  As 

the  House  is  aware,  when  this  clause 
was  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons 
originally  I  expressed  the  objections  I 
entertained  to  it.  Underpressure,  how- 

•  ever,  I  eventually  inserted  the  clause 
on  Report  stage.  Various  points  of 
difficulty  were  discussed  in  the  other 
House,  and  a  clause  to  carry  out  the 
view  of  my  hon.  Friend  was  opposed 
by  the  Prime  Minister  and  rejected  by 

.  a  large  majority.  I  own  that  so  far  as 
I  am  cencemed  J  have  not  changed  the 

'  opinion  which  I  entertained  when  the 
proposal  was  made.  Ha\*ing  in  view  all 
the  drcumstauces  of  the  case,  the 
period  of  the  Session,  and  in  my  great 
anxiety:  to  do  nothing  to  delay  or  pre- 

,  judice  the  possibility  of  the  Bill  passing 
into  law,  under  the  circumstauces  I  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  alteration,  but 

;  to  accept  the  Lords'  Amendment. 

^=(12.41.)    Mr.   SHAW  LEFEVRE 
>  (Bradford,  Central) .:  It  is  quite  true 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expressed 
'  objection  to  the  proposal  when  it  was 
first  introduced  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stanford  (Mr.  Gust)^  but  later,  and 
.f^r  considerable  discussion  in  the 
House,  and  when  there  weie  strong 
manifestatioas  of  opinion    on  the 
-  other  side  of  the  House  in  favour  of 
the   proposal  of  the  hon.  Member, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  way, 
.and  the  hon.  Member  for  Stamford 
'Withdrew  his  clause,  with  the  object  of 
.another .clause 'being  subsequently  pro- 
posed to  'deal  with  the  subject  in  a 
more  satisfactory  way.;  and  on  the 
Report  stage  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  prc^posed  the  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  ccurrying  into  effect  the 

•  object  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stamford. 
Now,  I  have  always  understood  that 

,  when    a   Minister  in  charge  of  a 
Dill  after  a  long  discussion  agrees  to 
■an  important  Amendment  he  do^s  so 
lon  behalf  -of  his  oolleagoeB,  and  upon 


the  understanding  that  Ministers  in 
the  other  Hoiue  will  support  the 
Amendment.  The  present  case  i» 
much  stronger  than  usual,  because  it 
was  not  merely  the  acceptance  of  an 
Amendment  in  this  House.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  introduced  the 
clause  on  the  Report  stage  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  in 
view.  The  clause  was,  therefore,  pre- 
pared by  the  Government  draftsman, 
and  was  adopted  after  careful  oon' 
sideration  by  the  Government.  When 
the  Bill  went  to  the  other  House, 
LoixL  Cadogan,  who  had  charge  of  it, 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  support  the  principle  of 
the  clause.  He  added  that  the  clause 
as  framed  did  not  meet  his  view,  but 
that  at  a  I  ater  stage  he  would  support 
another  clause  having  the  same  object 
in  view.  But  when  at  a  later  stage  a 
clause  in  this  sense  was  moved  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Government  opposed 
the  principle  of  it,  and  I^ord  Hersohell's 
clause  was  rejected.  The  members  of  the 
Government,  therefore,  in  the  other 
House  adopted  a  totally  different 
course  to  that  pursued  by  the 
Minister  here,  a  course  altogether 
contrary  to  the  usual  practice.  The 
proper  course  is  for  Members  of  the 
Government  in  the  other  House  to 
support  a  promise  given  or  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  Members  of  the 
Government  here.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  for  Stamford 
proposes  to  disagree  with  the  Ix)rds' 
Amendment  ? 

Mb.  CUST:  No,  not  unless  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
is  willing  to  consider  a  new  clause. 

*Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  That  is  a 
somewhat  strange  course  to  follow.  I 
should  have  thought  the  hon.  Member 
would  have  been  prepared  to  move 
to  disagree  with  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ment, and  to  support  the  view  he 
entertained  when  the  Bill  was  before 
the  House.  Under  the  circumstances, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  the  House, 
and  when  the  hon.  Member  who 
originally  proposed  the  clause  is  not 
prepared  to  disagree  with  the  Lords' 
Amendment,  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  asking  the 
House  to  £sagree  with  the  Amend- 
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ment.  I  must,  however,  enter  my 
protest  against  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Government,  which  is  extremely 
inconsistent  and  not  in  accordance 
with  well-understood  practice.  The 
clause  which  has  been  rejected  was 
an  extremely  valuable  one.  The 
change  made  in  the  measure  will, 
I  think,  be  productive  of  grave 
iaoonvenience.  I  need  hardly  point 
oat  we  have  direct  precedent  for  the 
cUttise,  because  such  a  proposal  in 
regard  to  small  holdings  passed  both 
Houses  last  year  in  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Act.  Small  holdings  in 
Ireland  are  by  that  Act  converted 
into  personalty.  That  is  a  precedent 
and  an  exact  analogy  for  the  apphcation 
uf  the  same  principle  in  this  case.  I 
observe  that  Lord  Sahsbury  has  stated 
as  an  argument  for  not  agreeing  to  the 
clause  that  it  is  competent  for  the 
Local  Authority  to  grant  leiues  for 
land  under  the  Bill  for  999  years ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  say  it  is  not  competent 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  do  this.  The 
power  of  the  Local  Authority  is  strictly 
limited,  and  it  will  not  be  possible  for 
the  Council  to  grant  leases  for  999 
years.  Such  leases  do  not  come  within 
the  general  purview  of  the  Bill,  and 
therefore  the  course  suggested  by 
Lord  Salisbury  could  not  be  followed. 
On  the  whole,  I  think  grave  incon- 
venience must  result  from  this  change, 
and  it  would  have  been  a  great  benefit 
to  those  for  whom  the  Bill  is  in- 
tended if  the  intention  of  making  these 
small  holdings  personalty  were  carried 
out.  If  the  Government  had  resisted 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stamford  when  it  was  before  the  House 
the  Government  would  probably  have 
been  defeated;  and  it  is  not  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government  after  they 
saved  themselves  from  defeat  by  con- 
cession that  they  should  strike  out  that 
concession  in  the  other  House. 

(12.48.)  MB.BIBBELL(Fife,W.): 
I  nope  tne  hon.  Member  for  Stamford 
will  have  the  courage  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  House  on  the  question. 
I  regret  the  attitude  of  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture.  No  one  who  has  had 
even  the  limited  experience  of  convey- 
ancing that  I  have  had  can  doubt  the 
hardships  that  arise  out  of  the  mode  of 
devolution  of  real  estate.  It  was  said 
Mr.  Shaw  Le/evre 


in  the  other  House  that  this  is  not  the 
Bill  upon  which  to  introduce  such  a 
change  in  the  law,  but  I  differ  from  that 
view  altogether.  What  is  it  you  are 
doing  by  this  Bill  ?  You  are  inviting, 
you  are  tempting,  poor  men  to  scrape 
together  all  their  pecuniary  resources 
for  investment  in  land.  Whether  they 
will  yield  to  the  temptation  I  do  not 
know,  but  for  the  purpose  of  aj^ing 
on  the  Bill  we  assume  they  will.  A 
poor  man  is  templ^  by  the  favourable 
terms  offered  intiieBill,  and  invests  all 
his  money  in  a  small  holding.  He  dies 
intestate,  leaving  a  widow  and  young 
children  ;  the  land  descends  to  the 
eldest  son,  it  may  be  an  infant ;  the 
farm  cannot  be  carried  on,  the  estate 
must  be  sold,  with  all  the  attendant 
expenses,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  family. 
We  are  told  this  is  not  a  suitable  time 
to  make  this  reform ;  but  I  say  when 
you  are  tempting  a  poor  man  to  invest 
all  his  means  in  land  you  should  make 
provision,  in  case  of  his  dying  intes- 
tate, for  his  property  being  distributed 
in  a  just  and  equitable  manner. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  say  that  everybody  should 
make  a  will.  Even  if  the  owners  of 
these  small  holdings  did  make  wills, 
such  wills,  like  those  of  certain  Lord 
Chancellors,  might  not  be  intelligible, 
and  might  give  rise  to  long  and  expen- 
sive litigation.  As  we  live  in  a  betting 
age,  I  would  not  mind  betting  an  even 
^  note  that  if  the  will  of  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor  were  critically 
examined,  flaws  might  be  found  in  it, 
especially  if  he  had  drawn  it  up  him- 
self. After  tempting  poor  people  to 
invest  their  small  savings  in  land  we 
might  injure  them  by  putting  them  to 
the  expense  of  making  a  will,  which 
would  perhaps  afterwards  require  the 
decision  of  a  Court.  I,  therefore,  hope 
that  the  Lords'  Amendment  will  be 
disagreed  from. 

(12.62.)  Mh.  JOHN  ELLIS 
(Nottingham,  BushcHffe) :  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  mto  the 
question  of  wills.  I  only  wish  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  allow  the  arrange-, 
ment  which  was  entered  into  in  this 
House  in  regard  to  this  matter  to  be 
set  aside  by  their  colleagues  in  the 
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other  House.  I  think  that  the 
OoTemment  should  stand  by  it  and 
make  the  best  of  it. 

(12.54.)  The  ATTOBNEY  GENE- 
RAL {Sir  Richard  Websteb,  Isle  of 
Wight) :  At  the  time  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stamford 
was  accepted  by  the  Grovemment  it 
was  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  difficult 
matter,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  did  not  accept 
it  till  the  Report  stage.  Personally 
speaking,  I  was  satisfied  that  when  the 
clause  left  this  House  it  had  not 
been  fully  and  properly  considered. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEB :  I  would 

point  out  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture  himself 
moved  the  clause. 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  am 
aware  of  that  fact,  but  I  do  not 
understand  the  necessity  for  the 
■  interruption ;  I  simply  say  that  the 
diflSculty  of  working  the  clause  had 
not  been  properly  understood.  When 
it  came  to  be  fully  examined  in 
the  other  House,  a  majority  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lords  deemed  it 
would  be  unworkable,  and  that  it  would 
not  cure  the  evil  that  it  was  intended 
to  meet.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
that  their  opinion  is  entitled  to  some 
respect  on  such  a  question.  By  the  Act 
of  1890  it  is  provided  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  owner  of  a  small  landed  property 
dying  intestate,  the  widow  is  to  receive 
up  to  £500  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale.  That  provision  would  prevent  to 
a  great  extent  the  mischief  which  the 
right  hon .  Gentleman  opposite  has 
pointed  out  as  likely  to  arise  under  this 
Bill.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I 
am  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  present  position  of 
afiairs.  I  have  done  my  best  to  advise 
my  right  hon.  Friend  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it 
requires  still  further  consideration.  It 
is  a  question  which  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  he  properly  dealt  with  in  a 
short  clause.  I  would  further  state,  in 
reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
I  can  find  no  words  in  the  Bill  which 
would  prevent  County  Councils  from 
granting  leases  for  999  years  or  other 
long  terms. 


(12.58.)  Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen, 
N.) :  The  action  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  this  matter  has,  I  think,  been  ex- 
tremely cruel — I  might  almost  use  even 
a  strongs  term.  Where  large  landed 
properties  are  concerned  provision  is 
made  by  settlements  and  wills  for  the 
younger  members  of  a  family ;  but  poor 
men  are  extremely  reluctant  to  spend 
money  upon  lawyers  for  making  wills, 
more  particularly  as  the  circumstances 
of  their  lives  may  change,  and  after 
making  one  will  they  may  have  to  make 
another.  Therefore  poor  men  often  put 
off  making  a  will,  and  die  intestate. 
Then,  again,  there  have  been  numerous 
cases  in  which  the  eldest  son  may  be  a 
spendthrift,  and  the  greatest  hardship 
might  be  entailed  upon  the  widow  and 
younger  children.  The  House  of  Lords 
have  never  used  its  power  with  less 
reason,  justice,  or  consideration  for  the 
poorer  classes  than  when  it  insisted  on 
maintaining  an  antiquated  system  of 
succession. 

(1.5.)  Mr.  SYDNEY GEDGE  (Stock- 
port) :  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the 
Government  revert,  if  it  were  possible, 
to  their  former  position  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  especially  as  we  cannot 
alter  the  Act  of  1890. 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  There  is  no  use  in 
fighting  against  the  Master  of  many 
legions.  We  can  only  enter  our  pro- 
test against  the  Government  accepting, 
without  a  discussion,  a  clause  in  one 
House  which  they  rejected  in  another, 
especially  when  the  Government  have 
the  control  of  the  other  House.  This 
Bill  left  the  House  of  Commons  before 
Whitsuntide,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  expect  that  it  would  come 
back  when  there  would  be  sufficient 
Members  to  consider  it ;  but  it  has 
been  deliberately  kept  hack  until  the 
last  moment,  when  it  cannot  be 
properly  considered.  We  know  the 
difficulties  with  which  the  House  of 
Lords  have  been  overwhelmed,  its  long 
Sittings,  and  the  vast  amount  of  busi- 
ness with  which  it  has  had  to  deal ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  looking  to  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Bill  occupies,  as  the 
most  important  measure  of  the  Session, 
the  House  of  Commons  has  a  right  to 
expect  that  these  Amendments  shall 
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be  considered  at  a  time  when  they 
would  not  be  precluded  from  expressiiig 
an  opimcm  upon  them. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  When  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  says  that  the  re-con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  has  been  deliber- 
ately postponed  in  order  to  secure  its 
consideration  in  a  thin  House,  when 
practical  discussion  would  be  out  of 
the  question,  I  must  differ  from  him 
altogether.  So  far  as  I  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  we  have  been 
anxiousthat  the  Bill  should  come  before 
the  House  at  a  time  which  would  allow 
of  its  thorough  discussion ;  and  I  wish 
the  House  in  fairness  to  consider  exactly 
what  the  position  has  been,  to  recollect 
the  circumstances  under  which  this 
clause  left  the  House,  and  to  remember 
that  I  did  my  best  to  give  effect  to  the 
pledge  I  gave  that  I  would  introduce  a 
clause  on  the  subject.  But  I  think 
those  who  followed  the  discussion  in 
the  other  House  must  have  also  been 
convinced  that  the  clause  suggested 
woald  not  have  worked  satisfactorily 
or  well.  Then  we  are  in  this  position — 
that  if  I  were  in  the  very  last  hours  of 
the  Session  to  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  one  of  the  most  important  ob- 
jects the  House  of  Commons  could  con- 
sider would  be  dealt  with  hurriedly 
and  without  full  consideration.  Then 
what  should  we  gain  ?  Although  I  am 
entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  views  of 
my  hon.  Friend  I  think  the  gain  would 
be  practically  nothing,  because  the 
question  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  near  future ;  and  thus  we  have  to 
consider  how  many  cases  would  be 
dealt  with  by  this  Bill  in  the  meantime. 
I  hope  it  will  have  a  large  operation, 
and  come  promptly  into  effect,  but  some 
months  must  elapse  before  people  can 
come  into  possession  of  these  holdings, 
and  surely  when  they  do  take  posses- 
sion it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
will  die  off  hke  flies.  Possibly  before 
even  a  single  death  takes  place  a  new 
law  will  have  been  made,  and,  under 
these  ciroumstances,  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

(1.15.)  The  House  divided : — Avea 
48;  Noes  17.— (Div.  list.  No.  194.)' 

Line  24.  leave  out  ("  or  sell  "). 
Jlfr.  B.  3.  Fowler 


Lme  25,  after  ("doing**)  insenrfe 
("  whether  the  holding  is  situate  within 
a  town  or  built  upon  or  not  "). 

Page  7— 

Line  28,  after  ("  section  **)  insert— 

("  And  before  any  such  building!  or  works 
as  aforesaid  are  erected  or  executed  on  the 
land  proposed  to  be  sold.") 

Line  34,  leave  out  the  first  ("  the  '*) 
and  insert  ("  any"),  leave  out  the  third 
("  the  ")  and  insert  ("  any"). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Page  10— 

Line  6,  leave  out  ("  their  ")  and  in- 
sert ("  its  "). 

Line  8,  leave  out  from  ("  fund")  to 
end  of  paragraph  and  insert — ("The 
expression  *  county  elector '  shall  in- 
clude burgess  "). 

Line  27,  after  ("  apply  ")  insert— 

"  ^)  The  expression  *  ooont^  elector '  ihdl 
have  the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Local  Oo> 

vernment  (Scotland)  Act,  1889." 

Line  30,  after  ("Scotland")  insert 
("in  Ueu  of  Sub-sections  4  and 5 of 
Section  6  of  this  Act  "). 

Line  33,  leave  out  ("  an  annual  fen- 
duty  or  ground  annual")  and  insert 
("  a  perpetual  rentchaige  which  shall 
be  a  real  burden  affecting  the  hold- 
ing"). 

Line  38,  leave  out  ('*  feu  duty  or 
ground  annual")  and  insert  ("rent- 
charge  "). 

Lines  40  and  41,  leave  out  ("  feu 
duty  or  ground  annual")  and  insert 
("  rentcharge"). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Page  11— 

Line  1,  after  ("and")  insert  ("  shall 
either"),  and  after  ("instalments") 
insert  ("  of  principal  "). 

Line  4,  leave  out  ("  and  ")  and  insert 
("  or  shall "),  and  leave  out  ("  shall  be 
repayable  ")  and  insert  ("  be  repaid  "). 

Leave  out  Clause  24. 

After  Clause  27  insert  Clause  A. 

A.  This  Act  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion on  .the  first  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety* 
two. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1761         Fishery  Board  {22  June,  1892}       (Scotland)  Bill.  16T' 


FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
[£o«fa].— (No.  43L) 

COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  (committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Dr.  CLAEK  (Caithness)  :  I  wish  to 
inform  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Balfour)  that  my  hon. Friends  andl  have 
handed  in  our  Amendments,  but  they  do 
not  appear  on  the  Paper,  as  we  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time  yesterday  only 
haJf-an-hour  before  the  House  ad- 
joomed.  Under  the  circumstances,  I 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
postpone  further  proceedings  with  the 
Bill  until  to-morrow,  and  with  that 
objeot  I  move  that  Progfess  be  now 
reported.  Then,  to-morrow,  we  can 
carry  on  the  discussion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Dr. 
Clark.) 

Mr.  HUNTEE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  :  I 
hope  the  Government  will  consent  to 
report  Progress  with  a  view  to  with- 
drawing the  Bill,  unless  it  should  be 
possible  to  make  arrangements  by 
which  some  of  the  Amendments  handed 
in  can  be  accepted.  We  all  agree  that 
the  time  has  come  when  some  change 
should  be  made  in  the  Fishery  Board 
of  Scotland  ;  but  those  whom  I 
represent  have  a  strong  feeling  that 
there  should  be  no  re-constitution  of  the 
Fishery  Board  unless  accompanied  by 
provision  for  the  representation  of 
fishermen  by  election  on  that  Board. 
There  is  no  provision  of  the  kind  in  the 
Bill  at  present.  I  would  point  out  to 
the  First  Lord  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, this  Bill  is  highly  conten- 
tious, and  that  it  is  not  right  or  fair  to 
the  Scotch  Members  that  it  should  be 
taken  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
House,  when  there  are  only  five  Scotch 
Members  left  on  this  side,  and  when 
there  are  no  Scotch  Members  on  the 
other  side,  except  Members  of  the 
Government.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  would  be  altogether 
unreasonable  to  now  proceed  with  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  think  the  delay  that 
would  talu  plfuse  until  a  new  BesBion 


is  a  serious  matter  ;  at  least, it  is  not  to- 
be  compared  with  the  disadvantage  of 
carrying  the  Bill  in  its  present  form. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TEEA. 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  small  moment 
that  any  settlement  of  this  qnestioD 
should  be  deferred  to  another  Parlia- 
ment. I  know  bow  difficult  it  is  to  get 
Bills  of  this  kind  through  any  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  know  how  long  a  Bill  of 
this  sort,  even  when  promised  by  a 
Government,  takes  to  get  throiogh. 
Therefore  I  fear  if,  through  the  action 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends, 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  is  deferred,  tliat 
it  may  be  a  long  time  before  we  see  the 
question  taken  up  again  in  a  serious 
spirit  and  brought  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. But,  at  the  same  time,  if  it 
be  true;  as  I  understand  it  is  from 
hon.  Members  who  have  spoken,  that 
large  and  important  Amendments  are 
put  down  which  make  it  impossible  to 
take  the  Bill  to-day,  and  therefore  in- 
volve a  postponement  of  the  further 
stages  of  the  Bill,  I  have  to  recognise 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  pass  the  Bill  during  the 
present  Session.  I  can  only  repeat 
that  I  regard  the  decision  of  hon. 
Crentlemen  with  great  re^t,  and  I 
must  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
them.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
consent  to  report  Progress,  and  I  shall 
not  endeavour  to  do  that  which  is 
absolutely  impossible — to  carry  the 
Bill  in  the  course  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment. 

Db.  CLARK ;  We  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  killing  the  Bill  if  necessary. 
My  Amendments  and  those  of  my  hon. 
Friends  aim  simply  at  bringing  the  Bill 
back  to  its  original  condition.  The 
reason  we  have  this  Bill  before  us  is 
because  we  had  a  Select  Committee. 
The  Scotch  Office  asked  the  Chairman 
of  that  Committee  to  draft  a  Bill, 
which  he  did,  expecting  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  assist  in  carrying  it 
out.  But  what  have  they  done  ?  In- 
stead of  attempting  to  pass  the  Bill  as 
he  drafted,  it,  they  have  taken  al- 
most everything  valuable  out  of  it. 
All  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  put  the  Bill 
into  something  like  its  original  shape, . 
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80 'as  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  and  Select 
Committee  who  sat  on  this  matter;  and 
unless  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
adopt  their  recommendations  we  will 
gladly  kill  the  Bill.  One  point  we 
intend  to  insist  upon  is  that  the 
members  of  these  fishery  committees 
shall,  instead  of  being  nominated,  be 
elected  by  persons  connected  with  the 
filing  Indnscry.  Another  point  is 
whether  there  shall  be  five  or  eight 
fishery  committees.  If  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate can  show  that  it  is  possible  by 
dividing  Scotland  into  five  districts 
only  to  make  this  a  workable  measure, 
we  will  not  oppose  it ;  but  at  the 
present  time  we  think  there  must  be 
eight  of  these  committees.  Our  Amend- 
ments are  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
making  this  Bill  a  really  useful  and 
workable  one.  This  is  the  second  time 
in  the  present  Parliament  that  the 
House  has  re-construoted  the  Fishery 
Board,  and  we  do  not  want  to  have  to 
re-construct  it  in  the  first  Session  of 
the  next  Parliament.  Therefore,  unless 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  meet 
us  in  these  and  other  respects,  and  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  and  Select  Com- 
mittee, we  do  not  want  the  Bill  at  all. 

Mr.  hunter  :  I  have  in  my  con- 
stituency some  four  hundred  voters  who 
are  fishermen,  and  I  am  certain  they 
would  not  vote  for  me  at  the  next  elec- 
tion if  I  were  to  allow  a  Bill  to  go 
through  this  House  which  did  not  give 
them  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the 
Fishery  Board.  Therefore  I  cheerfully 
accept  the  responsibility  which  may  be 
supposed  to  attach  to  the  attitude  I 
have  taken  up,  and  I  am  sure  that 
neither  my  friends  the  fishermen  nor 
anyone  else  will  regret  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Bill. 

Mocion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

BRITISH  COLUMBU  (LOAN)  BILL. 
(No.  432.) 

COHHITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Dr,  Clark 


Clause  2. 

Dr.  CLAHK  (Caithness)  :  I  was 
only  able  to  put  down  one  Amend- 
ment   to    this     clause  yesterday, 
because  I  had  not  tim^  to  further 
consider    it.     There    are,  however, 
one  or  two  important  points  in  con- 
nection with  this  clause  about  which 
I  should  like  some  information.  I 
notice  by  this  second  clause  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  lend 
the  money  out  of  the  CouRolidated 
Fund,  whereas  the  proposal  when  it 
came  before  the  Select  Committee,  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  was  that  the 
Government  should  simply  guarantee 
the  loan.      I  believe  if  the  British 
Columbia  Government  were  to  put  their 
bonds  for  this  three  percent,  loan  upon 
the  market  they  would  stand  at  par, 
with  the  guarantee  of  the  British  Cxo- 
vemmentbehind  them.    If  that  course 
were  pursued  the  bondholders  couldonly 
come  down  upon  the  Home  Government 
in  case  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia  repudiated  the  debt.  But 
the  proposal  before  the  House  opens  up- 
a  very  different  state  of  things  from  that. 
We  are  to  take  the  bonds  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  British  Columbia,  and  lend 
them  the  money  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.    Now,  we  know  what 
has  occurred  in  the  past  with  reference 
to  a  number  of  loans  of  that  description , 
both     as     regards     the  Colonies 
and  various   Local  Bodies.  Unless 
the     thing     is     a    success  the 
British  taxpayer  has  to   find  the 
money,  and  I  am  a  little  doubtful 
about  the  success  of  this  movemenb.  I 
think  the  Government  should  not  have 
gone    further   than   the  ^scheme  as 
originally  drafted  by  Mr.  Begg,  simply 
for  commercial  purposes,  because  there 
is  a  strong  commercial  element  in  this- 
matter.    Then  I  should  hke  an  ex- 
planation of  Sub-section  (2).   It  says 
the  Government  of  British  Columbia — 

Shall  repay  erery  sain  advanced  by  equal- 
balf-rearly  iDitalmenbi  within  twenty  years, 
from  the  data  of  iU  advaae*,  and  tiie  fint  or 
Booh  inBtalmento  ahaO  be  Mid  witiiin  ftva 
yean  from  the  date  of  the  aaTanoe." 

Does  that  mean  that  for  five  years  they 
aro  to  have  the  loan  free  of  interest,  or 
is  it  merely  to  be  a  deferred  payment  ?* 
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•The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GOBCHEN,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Squaxe):  Withregard 
to  the  first  question,  I  would  point 
oat  that  the  proposal  before  the  Select 
Committee  was  not  the  gnurantee  of  a 
loan.  Its  the  hon.  Member  appears  to 
think,  bat  the  adTanoe  of  £150,000  at 
two  and  three-quarters  per  cent.  On 
the  second  point  about  which  he  asks 
for  information,  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  of  British  Columbia  will 
pay  three  per  cent,  interest  during  the 
first  five  years,  such  interest  being 
added  each  year  to  the  capital  so  as  to 
become  compound  interest.  The  Com- 
mittee will  see,  therefore,  that  the 
British  taxpayer  will  lose  nothing  in 
the  way  of  mterest. 

Mb.  HUHTER  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I 
should  like  to  more,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  2,  to  leave  out 
in  line  27  the  words  "  one-bundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds,"  and  in- 
sert "  one  thousand  pounds."  That  is 
to  say,  that  the  sum  to  be  advanced 
shall  not  exceed  £1,000,  instead  of 
£160,000.  I  do  this  in  order  to  enter 
my  protest  against  what  I  regard  as  an 
o£ous  squandering  of  public  money 
and  a  most  discreditable  association 
with  land  adventurers.  The  proper 
way  to  cure  the  existing  state  of  things 
in  the  Highlands  is  not  by  spending 
public  money  to  remove  from  the 
country  the  working  portion  of  the 
population.  If  we  are  to  spend  public 
money  at  all  for  the  purposes  of 
emigration  it  should  be  to  remove  the 
landlords — the  idle  ahd  uselesis  part 
of  the  population.  I  mast  respect- 
fully enter  my  protest  against  what  is 
a  scandalous  abuse  of  the  powers  of 
the  Imperial  Government  in  employing 
money  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
land  schemers  and  land  adventurers  in 
British  Columbia  to  rob  Scotland  of 
population  which  it  can  ill  afford  to 
spare. 

The  chairman  (Mr.  J.  W.  Low- 
THER,  Cumberland,  Penrith)  ;  The 
Amendment  proposed  is  hardly  of  a 
serious  character,  and  it  would  com- 
pletely alter  the  character  of  the  Bill. 
The  proper  coarse  for  the  hon.  Member 
to  take  would  be  to  object  to  the 
second  clause,  and  when  I  put  it  to  vote 
against  it. 

VOL.  V.          [fOUBTH  BBBIE8.] 


Db.  CLARE:  In  the  past  we  have 
always  been  permitted  to  move  the 
reduction  of  any  sum  proposed  by  the 
Treasury.  On  the  Second  Reading  "We 
affirmed  the  principle  that  some  sum 
should  be  given,  and  on  the  Third 
Beading  of  the  Bill,  as  we  are  not 
allowed  to  reduce  the  amount,  we  will 
give  it  a  parting  kick.  If  my  hon. 
Friend  does  not  press  his  Amendment 
I  shall  move  the  one  of  which  I  have 
given  notice,  namely,  that  the  rate  of 
interest  to  be  charged  be  three  and 
one-eighth  per  cent,  instead  of  three 
per  cent.  We  recently  had  before  the 
Hoase  a  sdieme  for  the  creation  cA 
small  holdings,  and  we  then  asked  tiie 
TrpasaiT  to  lend  the  necessary  money 
to  the  County  Councils — a  body  over 
which  we  have  much  more  control 
than  we  have  over  a  Colonial  Govern- 
ment— at  three  per  cent,  in  order  that 
they  might  carry  out  this  policy  of 
home  colonisation.  However,  we 
were  told  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  charge  three  and  one- 
eighth  per  cent,  unless  we  were  to  make 
a  loss.  Either  that  statement  was  wrong 
or  the  Treasury  are  proposing  to  lend 
this  money  to  the  Government  of 
British  Columbia  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  cost  will  be.  The  object  of  my 
Amendment,  which  I  now  b^  to  move, 
is  to  place  the  Colony  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  County  Councils. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  page  2,  line  6,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
"  three,  and  insert  the  nords  three  and  one- 
eighth.*— (2»r.  CtorAr.) 

Question  proposed, '  *  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•Mr.  GOSCHEN:  If  I  were  con- 
vinced by  the  ingenious  aigument  of 
the  hon.  Member  I  should  lie  unable 
to  accept  his  Amendment,  because  the 
Colony  has  passed  an  Act  to  accept 
this  advance  at  three  percent,  interest, 
and  theywould  refuse  to  carry  out  this 
scheme  of  colonisation  in  British 
Columbia  except  under  the  terms  of 
that  Act.  With  regard  to  the  very 
ingenious  dilemma  which  he  seeks  to 
create,  that  either  this  three  per  cent, 
to  be  charged  to  the  Colony  is  too  low 
or  the  rate  of  interest  charged  to  the 
County  Councils  is  too  hi^,  I  mi^ht 
point  out  that  this  arrangement  with 
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British  Columbia  is  the  result  of 
negotiations  between  ourselTes  and  the 
L^slatnre  of  that  oountry.  Originally 
the  GohHiy  wished  to  pay  only  two  and 
three-poarters  cent.,  bat  eventnally 
we  amved  at  a  compromise  by  which 
they  aereed  to  pav  three  per  cent.  It 
is  iM^ess,  therefore  r  to  suppose  that 
.the  Government  of  British  Columbia 
will  consent  to  carry  out  this  coloni- 
sation scheme  unless  they  can  borrow 
the  money  at  three  per  cent. 

(1.50.)  .D».  CLARK  :  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  a  very  serious  evil  if  the 
Bill  were  postponed  and  new  nego- 
tiations were  entered  into  between  the 
Government  of  British  Colombia  and 
the  Treasury.  I  happen  to  know  the 
wholehistory  of  this  from  the  beginning, 
because  Mr.  Be^  is  one  of  my  con- 
stituents, or  rather  he  comes  from 
Caithness.  He  took  up  this  scheme 
and  formed  the  company  which  is  to 
find  a  market  for  the  nsh,  and  by 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  got  them  to 
countenance  the  scheme.  He  is  run- 
ning the  undertaking  as  a  commercial 
speculation  for  profit  to  himself,  and 
the  moment  this  money  is  paid  to 
British  Columbia  the  company  will 
o<»ne  into  active  operation.  I  say 
there  is  no  need  for  this  loan.  There 
is  plenty  of  room  for  these  High- 
landers at  home.  I  will  not  ask  the 
Government  to  take  my  word  or  the 
word  of  any  Eadical,  but  I  will  give 
them  the  evidence  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, composed  of  six  gentlemen, 
five  of  whom  were  Conservative  land- 
lords who  have  fifty  acres  of  deer 
forests.  The  evidence  given  to  the 
Commission  will  prove  that  there  is  no 
need  for  this  Bill.  All  that  is  wanted 
is  to  place  the  people  where  they  ought 
to  be,  and  then  there  would  be  no  con- 
gestion whatever.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  evidence  will  convince  the 
Government,  but  it  would  convince  any 
unbiassed  person  that  there  isnot  conges- 
tion there  of  the  kind  that  exists  in  the 
East  End  of  London  and  in  the  large 
manufacturing  towns.  It  is  an 
artificial  congestion ;  and  if  the  Trea- 
sury are  going  to  lend  the  money 
to  the  Colonies  to  relieve  congestion  of 
this  kind,  they  might  easily  lend  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  ^gain,  I 
Mr.  Gosehen 


retion  whether  we  ou^t  to  permit 
Treasury  to  lend  money  to  the 
Colonies  at  a  lower  rate  than  it 
advances  money  to  got  own  Conn^ 
Councils.  I  trunk  we  oo^t  rathsr 
to  increase  it.  And  I  must  point  cot 
to  the  Government  tiiat  at  the  present 
moment  British  Colombia  cannot  raise 
money  at  less  than  four  per  cent.  I 
hold  their  bonds  at  that  price,  and  if 
they  go  into  the  open  market  they 
cannot  get  money  for  less.  With  the 
figures  in  the  Bill  if  the  money  were 
borrowed  it  would  be  below  par,  at 
ninety-six  or  ninety-seven  probably, 
and  there  would  be  a  certain  amount 
of  risk.  The  undertaking,  as  I  have 
said,  is  purely  commercial;  there  is 
nothing  philanthropic  in  it,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  such  terms  shoold  be 
given. 

-(1.54.)  The  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL  (Sir  James  Febqussoh, 
Manchester,  N.E.) :  The  hon.  Member 
is  following  out  the  line  he  took  on 
the  Committee  some  time  ago,  but 
he  did  not  divide  the  Committee  against 
this  scheme  for  British  Columbia.  He 
did  oppose  the  principle,  and  he  divided 
the  Committee  on  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  the  experiment  to  Manitoba, 
and  he  stood  alone.  The  hon. 
Member  complained  at  the  tinae  of 
the  way  in  which  the  Goveminent 
were  treating  these  Highlanders  in  pre- 
ferring emigration  to  migration,  and  I 
admit  that  he  is  now  only  following  out 
the  action  he  then  took.  No  one  can 
quarrel  with  thalt,  but  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  large  majority  of  the 
Committee  approved  of  the  scheme. 
The  question  of  the  percentage  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  matter  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  one  in  which  the 
Committee  need  not  interfere.  With 
respect  to  the  suggestion  that  British 
Columbia  might  repudiate  its  liabilities 
and  obligations  under  this  loan,  I  think 
it  should  not  have  been  made,  tuid  I 
am  sure  this  House  will  give  no  en- 
couragement to  the  supposition.  No 
Britidb  colony  has  ever  yet  failed  in  its- 
obligations.  This  colony  is  one  of' 
immense  resources,  and  its  statesmeo 
have  shown  a  prudence  and  abiUty 
which  are  not  at  all  likely  to  lead  to> 
the  evil  example  of  repudiation. 
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(1.56.)  Db.  GLABE:  !  vas  not 
spefttkiitg  of  way  fear  of  British 
Columbia  repudiating  the  liability,  but 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  must  know 
that  there  are  several  cases  in  which 
toans  have  been  made  to  Crown 
Colonies,  and  even  to  self-governing 
Colonies,  and  the  money  has  not  been 
repaid  to  the  Treasury.  The  same 
thing  has  occurred  locally,  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  idea  that  when  money 
is  borrowed  from  the  Treasury  for  a 
special  purpose  and  the  experiment  is 
not  a  success,  the  Treasury  must  bear 
the  brunt.  That  argument  has  been 
use  in  several  cases.  I  frankly  admit 
that  on  the  Committee  several  years 
ago  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
^Sir  James  Fergusson)  has  referred,  I 
did  not  object  to  this  particular 
scheme,  because  the  Government  were 
determined  to  have  somekind  of  emigra- 
tion experiment,  and  they  voted  £30,000 
for  it.  The  experiment  was  a  failure 
because  of  the  biid  way  in  which  it 
was  carried  out,  but  I  think  the 
present  experiment  has  a  far  greater 
chance  of  success.  I  shall  watch  the 
experiment  with  interest,  and  it  is 
because  I  believe  it  has  greater  chances 
of  success  that  I  do  not  oppose  it  so 
strongly.  But  I  do  oppose  it  in  the 
interest  of  the  taxpayer,  and  also 
because  these  people,  whose  emigration 
is  to  be  provided  for,  could  under 
just  and  reasonable  conditions  be  quite 
as  happy  at  home. 

Question  put. 

(2.0.)  The  House  divided Ayes  9  ; 
Noes  40.— (Div.  List,  No.  195.) 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 


HE68AOE  FROM  THE  LORDa 
That  they  have  agreed  to : — Parlia- 
mentary Deposits  and  Bonds  Bill,  Isle 
of  Man  (Customs)  Bill,  National  Debt 
(Conversion  of  Exchequer  Bonds)  Bill, 
Post  Office  Act  (1891)  Extension  Bill, 
Taxes  (Regulation  of  Bemuneration) 
Bill :  —  Amendments    to  Marriages 


Abroad    Bill :  —  Merchant  Shining 
Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Pier  and  Har- 
bour Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill, 
with  an  Amendment  to  each  Bill 
Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill. 


BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  (by  Order}. 

Lords  Amendments  considered  forth- 
with,  and  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  KNiaHTS  OF  WINDSOR  BILU 

(No.  359.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

MERCHANT  SHUPPINO  ACTS  (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL.-(No.  229.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  5)  BILI  (Na  369.) 

Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

CHURCH  BUILDING  ACTS  (COMPUL- 
SORY   POWERS    REPEAL)  BILL. 

(No.  65.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

POUCE  AND  SANITARY  REGULA- 
TIONS COMMITTEE. 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  Police 
and  Sanitary  Begulations,  and  of 
Section  A  and  of  Section  B,  be  printed^ 
[No.  328.] 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [LonZt]. 

(No.  429.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  withonfe 
Amendment. 
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COLONIAL  STOCK  ACT  aSTT)  AMENI>- 
HENT  BILL  [Lordty—gio,  430.) 

-  Gonmdered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, with  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time»  and  passed,  without  Amend- 
ment. 


RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 

■  Copy  presented, — of  General  Eeport 
on  accidents  that  have  occurred  on  the 
Bailways  of  the  United  Kingdom 
during  1891  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 

Copy  presented, — of  Eetums  of 
Accidents  and  Casualties  reported  by 
the  several  Bailway  Companies  in  the 
tJnited  Kingdom  during  the  three 
months  ended  31st  March,  1892,  with 
Reports  of  Inspecting  Officers  upon 
certain  accidents  which  were  inquired 
into  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Copy  presented,— of  Eetums  by 
Railway  Companies  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  six  months  ended 
30th  June  1892  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
apon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS. 

Hours  op  Doty  exceedimg  Twel\-e. 

Copy  presented,— of  Return  of  weekly 
paid  Servants  who  were,  during  the 
month  of  December  1891,  on  duty  on 
the  Railways  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  more  than  twelve  hours  a  time, 
or  who,  after  being  on  duty  more  than 
twelve  hours,  were  allowed  to  resume 
work  with  less  than  eight  hours'  rest 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

■  Hours  of  Duty  exceeding  Ten. 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Return  of 
weekly  paid  Servants  who  were,  during 
the  month  of  December  1891,  on  duty 
on  the  Bailways  of  the  United  King- 
dom for  more  than  ten  hours  at  a  time, 
or  who,  after  being  on  duty  more  than 
ten  hours,  were  allowed  to  resume 
work  with  less  than  eight  hours'  rest 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


• 

RAILWAYS  (TIMES  OF  TRAINS). 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Betum,  lor 
alternate  months  of  the  year  1891 

commencing  with  January,  from  certam 
Railways  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
showing  the  arrival  of  all  Passenger 
Trains  at  the  Stations  therein  named, 
severally  specified,  as  shown  in  the 
published  Time  Tables  of  the  Com- 
panies, &c.  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


FISHERY  BOABD  (sCOTIiANO)  [eXPEN^s]. 

ReMrfatimi  reported ; 

"That  it  is  espedient  to  aathoriae  the  paj- 
meai  to  the  fishery  Board  tor  SeoUand,  oat 
of  monejTB  to  be  pronded  by  Pariiameai^  of 
Bums  to  be  divtribnted  the  Board  aino^ 
local  sea  flaher;  committees;  and  the  paj- 
ment,  oat  of  moneys  to  bo  provided  by  Pari»- 
meot,  of  the  pereonal  and  travelling  espenees 
of  the  members  of  the  Fishery  Board,  which 
may  become  payable  under  the  provisions  of 
any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for  altering 
the  constitution  of  the  Fishery  Board  toe 
BcotUind,  and  amending  the  Law  in  r^ard  to 
Sea  Fisheries  in  Scotland." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

EAST  IKDIA  (MILITAIX  ILCMIIP) 
EXPENDITL*RE. 
The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Akebb-Douglas,  Kent,  St, 
Augustine's) :  I  should  like  to  call  your 
attention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  fact  that 
the  first  Motion  on  the  Paper  was 
moved  as  an  unopposed  Return,  where« 
consent  had  not  previously  been  ob- 
tained in  favour  of  the  Motion. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  understood  it 
was  to  be  moved  as  an  unopposed 
Return  on  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member? 

Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  No,  Su:; 
consent  had  not  been  obtained. 

■Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Ques- 
tion put. 

House  adjoamed  at  ten  minutes 
after  Two  o'doclt. 
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HOUSE    OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  23rd  June,  1892. 


TtEPBBSENTATIVE  PEERS  FOB 
IRELAND. 

Earl  of  CliANWILLIAH. 

Viseoont  Dohebaile. 

(Claims  to  vote  for  Representative 

j  Peers  for   Ireland)  —  Ordered  and 

I  Directed,  That  a  Certificate  be  sent  by 

I  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  to  the 

»  'Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  stating 

\  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United 

:  Kingdom  has  reported  to  the  House  of 

I  Lords  that  the  right  of  the  Earl  of 

!  ClanwiUiam  and  the  Viscount  Doneraile 

[  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Bepresenta- 

!  tive  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  estab- 

I  lished  to  the  satisfaction  of  him  the 

:  said  Lord  Chancellor ;  and  that  the 

■  House  of  Lords  has  ordered  such  re- 

[  ;p9rts  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of  the 

I*  Crown  in  Ireland.    And  it  is  hereby 

t  also  Ordered,  That  the  said  Reports  of 

^  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  be  sent  to  the 

!  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland, 
i 

I  NEW  PEER 

I  The    Bight     Honourable  Robert 

I  Bourke,  G.C.I.E.,  having  been  created 

I  Saron  Connemara  of  Connemara  in 

\  the  County  of  Galway — Was  in  the 

'      ■usual  manner  introduced. 

» 

I 

1  X^ASUAL   WARDS  BILL. 

I  SECOND  BEADING. 

I  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 

I  Reading  read. 

\  Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 

'  •2».— (FAe  Lord  Henniker.) 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLBY  :  My 
Lords,  I  have  to  present  a  Petition  in 
regard  to  this  Bill  from  the  Guardians 
of  the  Kensington  Union,  and  I  may 
be  allowed,  perhaps,  to  say  that  I 
entirely  -concur  with  the  statements 
set  forDU  in  it,  and  as  it  is  very  short, 
with  your  Lordships'  permission  I  will 
read  it — 


"Without  ezprening  ao^  opinion  u  to 
the  deiinbilty,  or  otherwise,  of  the  provi- 
^oioDBof  the  Bill,  your  petitionen,  *i  penons 
intereBted  im  the  afaiinigtratfon  of  the  Poor 

VOIl.  V.  [FOURTH  BERIEB.] 


Law,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  that 
a  measure  embodying  important  qaestionB  of 
principle  should  be  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment at  BO  late  a  period  of  the  Session  when 
the  full  consideration  which  such  questicnu 
require  oannot  be  given  to  them." 

That,  my  Lords,  is  signed  by  several 
members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 

the  Union. 

LoBD  BASING  :  My  Lords,  I  wish 
to  ask  my  noble  Friend  in  charge  of 

the  Bill  whether  he  thinks  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  it  should  be  passed  into 
law  within  the  very  short  period  that 
now  remains  of  the  present  Session, 
that  is  to  say,  without  adequate  discus- 
sion. The  subject  is  a  very  important 
one.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  proviaon 
of  casual  wards  in  the  Metropolis 
should  be  made  uniform,  and  ought 
to  be  made  subject  to  some  more 
satisfactory  authority ;  but  it  is  not 
only  the  Guardians  of  certain  Unions, 
who  might  have  to  be  coerced  into 
providing  casual  wards,  who  are 
concerned  with  the  Bill,  but  the 
MetropoUtan  Asylums  Board  would 
have  a  right  to  say  whether  it  is  reason- 
able that  such  provision  should  be 
made  without  their  view  being  heard. 
My  Locds,  I  maintain  that  it  is  very 
important  that  they  should  be  con- 
sidered, being,  as  they  are,  about  the 
most  influential  and  important  body 
of  voluntary  workers  in  the  Metro- 
polis, or  any  other  part  of  the 
Kingdom.  I  believe  they  have  not 
been  consulted  as  to  the  very  impor- 
tant part  that  is  assigned  to  them  by 
the  Bill  in  relation  to  the  management 
of  casual  wards. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  Lords,  perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed,  in  my  private  capacity,  to 
say  that  I  also  presented  a  Petition  the 
other  day,  very  much  of  the  same 
tenour  as  that  presented  by  my  noble 
Friend  opposite,  and  I  very  much  trust 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  represents  the 
Department  will  not  press  this  Bill  at 
this  period  of  the  Session.  There  is  one 
clause  in  it  which  provides  for  an  alter- 
native  body  who  would  have  the  autho- 
rity which  the  Board  of  Guardians  at 
present  have,  and  I  think  it  is 
extremely  undesirable,  at  this  period  of 
the  Session,  that  they  should  be  brought 
in  in  that  way.   I  shaU  be  very  gUd  to 

3  X 
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hear  that  my  Doble  Friend  has  no  in- 
tention of  proceeding  with  the  Bill. 

Lord  HENNIKEE  :  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Bill  of  some  importance,  and  one 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of 
Parliament  hereafter ;  but,  in  the  face 
of  the  feeling  that  has  been  expressed 
in  this  House  and  outside,  that  those 
who  are  connected  with  the  different 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  London  require 
more  time  to  consider  it,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  does 
not  wish  to  press  it,  and  therefore,  with 
your  Lordships'  permission,  I  will  move 
that  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading 
of  the  Bill  be  dischai^ed. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Moved,  "That  the  Order  for  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  be  dis- 
ohai^ed." — [The  Lord  Henniker.) 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  am 
rery  glad  that  the  noble  Lord  has  taken 
that  course.  I  have  no  wish  to  oppose 
the  Bill  on  its  merits  ;  but  I  am  glad 
on  the  simple  ground  stated  in  the 
Petition,  namely,  that  the  various 
Boards  of  Guaraians  of  London  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  thoroughly 
considering  a  measure  which  is  to 
them  of  great  importance.  Otherwise, 
my  Lords,  the  measure  is  one  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  your  Lord- 
ships ;  but  I  think  it  is  the  more 
reasonable  course  not  to  press  it. 

LoBD  HENNIKEB :  I  hope  it  will 
be  understood,  as  I  expressed  to  your 
Lordships,  that  the  reason  why  I  vrith- 
drew  the  Bill  was  that  the  different 
Boards  of  Guardians  wish  for  more 
time  to  consider  the  measure,  which, 
however,  is  one  of  great  importance. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Order  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  aRELAND) 
BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to 
be  put  into  Committee  read. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  in 
moving  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill,  I  think  it  due  to 
those  of  your  Lordships  who  addressed 
me  upon  (me  subject  the  other  day  that 

Earl  Cadogan 


I  should  offer  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion on  that  subject — namely,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Christian  Brothers.  My 
noble  Friend,  Lord  de  Vesci,  who  is 
not,  I  think,  in  his  place,  asked  me- 
whether  I  would  make  a  statement 
to-day  with  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  on  that  qiiestion.  In 
the  course  of '  the  Debate  <m  Monday 
night,  it  was  intimated  by  several  noble- 
Lords  from  Ireland  that  tbey  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  some  arrangements  with 
the  Christian  Brothers'  schools,,  whereby 
there  should  be  some  raodificaFtion  of 
the  Conscience  Clauses  which  they 
might  be  induced  to  accept,,  and  which 
would  produce  a  novel  state  of  things. 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to  say — and  I  hope- 
the  noble  Lords  will  accept  the  state- 
ment as  genuine — that  there  has  been- 
no  arrangement  whatever  with  refer- 
ence to  any  modification  of  the  Con- 
science Glauses,  constituted  under  legal 
sanction  with  especial  reference  to- 
these  schools.  And,  perhaps^  if  the- 
House  will  allow  me,  I  may  read 
exactly  what  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasurj'  did  say  upon  that  subject  in 
the  House  of  Commons.    He  said — 

"  The  Boggestion  had  been  mule-  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  proposed,  not  merely  to 
BuggcKt  to  the  consideratioD'  of  the  Comtnis- 
sionera  two  alternative  Conaeieoce  ClauBes, 
but  also  desired  to  have  the  other  nifes  and 
regulationB  of  the  Board  overhaaled,  with  a 
view  of  modifying  the  present  system,  br 
wbioh  edacation  was  reguFated  in  Ire)ana. 
SuggestioDH  had  been  made- thatbis  right  lion. 
Friend  desired,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  open  up  the  vexed  and  much  controverted 
question  of  emblems.  That  was  not  the  ron- 
clusion  from  anything  bis  right  hon.  Frii>nd 
had  sud,  and  dia  not  express  either  the  view 
or  inclination  oftheOovemmeot.  That  being 
BO,  he  thought  both  his  hen.  Friends,  who  were 
the  only  repreaentatives  that  day  of  Uister 
opinion  on  that  question,  would  feef  that  the 
Government  had  not  in  any  way  attempted  U> 
import  into  this  Bill  awy  question  to  which 
legitimate  objeetion  cotnd  be  taken  bj  aoy 
8c«tion  of  Protestant  oiwuen  in  any  put  of 
Ireland." 

My  Lords,  it  ts  true,  therefore,  that, 
inasmnch  as  nothing  new  was  imported 
into  these  Conscience  ClauseSr  no  change 
was  contemplated  in  them.  It  is  true 
that  no  mention  whatever  of  these 
special  schools  is  made  in  the  Bill  that 
I  had  the  honour  to  introduce.  There- 
fore I  trust  that  your  Lordships  will 
understand  that  there  has  been  nothing 
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novel  in  that  respect ;  that  the  only 
mSans  whereby  these  schools  can  come 
under  the  operation  of  the  Act  is  by 
adopting  one  of  the  two  Conscience 
Clauses  sanctioned  under  Parliamen- 
tarv  enactment :  either  the  one  under 
Bules  by  the  first  Act,  or  that  defined 
in  the  Act  of  1878. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
saidBill."— (r/ie  ^;aW  Cadogan.) 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBEELEY  :  May 
I  ask  the  noble  Earl,  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  they  have  the  option  now  of 
having  the  Conscience  Clause  under 
the  Act  of  1878,  or  whether  they  are 
not  obliged  to  conform  themselves  to 
the  Conscience  Clause  under  the  Bules 
of  the  Commissioners  ? 

Bael  CADOGAN  :  The  Government 
have  taken  no  step  themselves  in  that 
direction.  All  they  have  done  is  to 
refer  the  two  Conscience  Clauses  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners ; 
there  has  been  no  arrangement  for  any 
modification  of  those  Conscience 
Clauses,  or  for  any  altoratlon  in  thern. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLHY:  That 
is  not  exactly  what  I  wished  to  ask.  I 
waht  to  know  whether  tliese  schools 
have  now  the  option.  If  they  have 
not,  I  understand  that  it  is  referred 
merely  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Commissioners  that  the)[  should  he 
able  to  adopt  the  Conscience  Clause 
of  1878. 

Eabl  CADOGAN:  They  have  the 
option  tff  adoptinj^  either  as  it  is,  as 
the  law  stands  ;  both  Conscience 
Clauses  are  under  the  authority  of 
legal  enactment.  The  first,  it  is  true, 
was  made  by  conditions  and  rules  by 
the  Commissioners  under  the  powers 
of  the  Aot ;  and  the  Conscience  Clause 
of  1878  was  made  directly  by  the  Act 
itself ;  but,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the 
Commissioners  have  the  option,  and  all 
that  was  done  by  the  Government  was 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
missioners as  to  which  they  should 
adopt. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBEELEY :  The 
Commissioners  have  the  option,  no 
donbt,  of  imposing  either  Conscience 
Claiue  ;  but  the  school  authorities, 
I  iapprehend,  have  not  now  the  option, 
-  altoough  they  might  have  the  option 
if  the  Commissioners  so  resolved. 


Eabl  CADOGAN  :  That  is  the  very 
point  that  has  been  referred  to  them. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Com- 
mittee according  to  order. 

Clause  1. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  I 
think  it  is  perhaps  convenient  that  I 
should  explain  to  the  House  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  withdraw  the  Amendmetit  that 
stands  in  my  name.  It  is  found  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  accept  any 
Amendments  to  tliis  Bill  on  the  present 
occaaion,  owin^'  to  the  position  of 
affairs  in  anotlier  place,  to  which  I 
cannot  in  detail  refer ;  but  I  may 
simply  say  what  1  think  many  noble 
Lords  know  to  be  the  fact,  that,  it 
any  Amendments  are  proposed,  and 
if  this  Bill  goes  hack  to  the  other 
House,  the  passing  of  it  will  be  im- 
pei  tlted ;  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  y&cy 
doubtful  whether  it  would  ever 
he  allowed  to  become  law.  My 
Lords,  we  consider  that  it  is  of  vital 
importance  that  this  Bill  should 
become  law  during  the  present  Session. 
Undoubtedly  there  are  Amendments 
which  might  very  properly  be  made  to 
the  Bill,  and  those  Amendments  are,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  required  by  certain 
deficiencies  in  the  Bill  which  the  noble 
Marquess  pointed  out  the  other  day, 
and  in  some  of  which  I  entirely  concur^ 
My  Ijords,  I  think  I  have  sufBciently 
shown  that  concurrence  by  having  my- 
self placed  on  the  paper  an  Amend- 
ment in  the  sense  indicated  by  my 
noble  Friend.  But,  all  things  con- 
sidered, I  am  afraid  there  is.no  other 
course  open  to  us  to  pursue.  We  aro 
anxious  that  this  measure  should  bo 
passed  during  the  present  Session ;  wo 
believe  that  if  Amendments  are  carried, 
and  the  measure  returns  to  another 
place,  for  reasons  which  all  your  Lord- 
ships are  acquainted  with,  the  passing 
of  the  measure  will  be  greatly  im- 
perilled;  and,  much  as  I  regret  it,  our 
duty  will  be  to  resist  any  Amendments 
at  this  stage  of  the  Bill. 

*The  Mabquess  of  W  a  T  E  E- 
FOBD  :  My  Lords,  the  position  of 
afbirs  seems  to  be  that  your  Lordships 
are  asked  to  pass  a  Bill  whioh,  as  I 
endeavoured  to  point  out  on  the  Second 
Beading,  has  fifteen  clauses  applying 
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compulsion  to  Ireland,  and  one  sub- 
section absolutely  sweeping  those  fifteen 
clauses  away.  My  Lords,  but  for  a 
sense  of  deference  to  your  Lordships, 'I 
should  say  that  the  Bill  is  absolute 
nonsense.  As  to  the  Amendments  that 
I  have  put  on  the  Paper,  I  think  they 
are  all  of  them  verj-  important ;  but  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  imperil  the 
passing  of  this  BiU,  because  I  think  it 
18  a  very  important  Bill,  and  will  be  of 
immense  use  to  Ireland;  and  I  cer- 
tainly should  be  the  last  one  to  move 
an  Amendment  if  I  thought  that  by 
doing  so  I  should  imperil  the  Bill.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  think  that  this  treatment 
of  your  Lordships'  House  is  not  at  all 
what  it  ought  to  be,  if  I  maybe  allowed 
to  say  so  ;  it  is  an  absolute  mockery 
that  your  Lordships  should  be  asked  to 
consider  the  Bill,  and  then  that  your 
Iiordships  should  be  told  that  you  are 
not  allowed  to  amend  it  in  Committee — 
not  evMi  to  dot  an  i  or  cross  a  t; 
therefore  it  might  just  as  well  not  have 
been  sent  up  to  your  Lordships ;  and, 
though  I  am  not  prepared  to  move 
any  Amendment,  I  must  protest 
most  emphatically  against  this  treat- 
ment of  your  Lordships'  House.  It  is 
absolutely  useless  for  your  Lordships 
to  sit  here  and  consider  a  Bill,  if  you 
are  not  allowed  to  amend  it.  My 
Lords,  under  the  circumstances,  and 
after  making  this  protest  as  strongly  as 
I  can,  I  shall  certainly  withdraw  the 
Amendments  that  I  have  on  the  Paper, 
being  told  i^t  if  I  move  one  of  them, 
or  carry  one  of  them,  it  will  lose  the 
Bill ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  alone 
that  I  take  this  course. 

The  Eabl  of  AERAN  :  My  Lords, 
I  cannot  too  strongly  endorse  every 
word  that  has  fallen  from  my  noble 
fViend.  Speaking  for  the  part  of 
Irdand  with  which  I  am  connected,  I 
can  only  say  that,  if  the  Bill  passes  in 
its  present  form,  it  will  be  an  absolutely 
dead  letter ;  but  of  course,  in  the  face 
of  the  statement  made  by  my  noble 
Friend,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  I  can  only 
acquiesce,  and  I  also  withdraw  the 
Amendment  that  I  was  about  to  move 
in  the  place  of  Lord  de  Vesoi,  who  is 
unfortunately  absent. 

Lord  HEESCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  heard  the  statement  that  has  just 
been  made  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  with 
some  surprise,  because  it  appears  to 
The  Marquess  of  Water jord 


place  QS  in  a  very  nnfortimate  and 
pectUiar  position.    There  was  great 

anxiety  expressed  in  another  place  for 
an  early  Dissolution,  but  they  were 
assured  that  that  was  impossible,  at 
any  rate  so  early  as  was  desired, 
because,  if  it  took  place,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  this  House  to  consider 
the  Bills  that  were  being  sent  up  to  it, 
and  to  make  the  Amendments  which 
might  be  the  result  of  their  considera- 
tion. And  now,  my  Lords,  the 
Dissolution  having  been  postponed,  we 
are  told  that  if  we  consider  Bills,  and 
make  Amendments  in  them,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  those  BiUs  to  pass, 
and  therefore  we  must  make  no 
Amendments. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  :  Not  all  Bills. 

LoBD  HEESCHELL  :  This  appears 
to  be  the  most  important  of  those  that 
have  come  before  this  House.  The 
other  House  have  been  told  that 
it  is  impossible  to  dissolve  so  early 
as  was  anticipated,  and  was  genendly 
desired  by  many,  on  that  aooount ; 
and  then,  when  we  come  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Bills,  we  are  told  that  if 
we  consider  them — and  it  is  no  use 
considering  unless  we  can  act  upon 
that  consideration — the  Bills  will  be 
lost,  because  there  is  not  time  to  con- 
sider them  in  the  other  House.  With 
reference  to  the  subject  itself  of  this 
measure,  I  certainly  cannot  help  feel- 
ing that}  in  introducing  a  measure 
this  description  into  Ireland  for  the 
first  time,  probably  the  end,  which  all 
of  us  desire,  would  be  likelQr  to  be 
better  attained  ultimately  by  proceed- 
ing without  framing  too  hard  and  fast  a 
line,  allowing  a  little  power  of  relaxa- 
tion beyond  even  what  one  would  de- 
sire, perhaps,  ultimately  to  see.  You  may 
mitigate  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  it  in 
the  first  instance,  and  may  gradu- 
ally bring  about  the  state  of  things 
you  desire  more  effectually,  in  that  way 
than  if,  in  the  first  instance,  you  tried 
to  do  too  much.  Personally,  therefore, 
although  I  quite  see  that  this  is  a 
very  elastic  clause,  I  can  conceive 
that,  not  looking  to  the  moment  only, 
but  looking  forward,  when  you  have 
introduced  this  system  and  gradually 
put  it  into  force,  you  may  mtimately 
find  yourselves  in  as  good  a  position 
as  if  you  had  done  more  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 
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The  Eabl^op  COUBTOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  particularly  interested  in 
the  Amendments  that  were  to  have  been 
moved  by  the  noble  Marquess,  because, 
as  a  Magistrate,  I  shall  have  to  ad- 
minister this  Act,  and  I  look  forward 
with  considerable  apprehension  as  to 
how  I  am  to  ^ut  the  Act  into  force. 
But  certainly,  in  view  of  the  very  im- 
portant character  of  this  measure,  I  do 
not  think  that  anything  of  that  sort 
should  stand  in  the  way  of  the  Bill 
being  passed  this  Session.  If  it  is 
found  practically  difficult  to  carry  out, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  who  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience in  the  charge  of  Irish  mea- 
sures, may  very  likely  have,  in  a  short 
space  of  time — or  whoever  may  happen 
to  have  the  charge  of  Irish  business — 
to  deal  with  an  Amendment  of  this  im- 
portant Act.  But  whatever  defects 
there  may  be  in  the  Bill,  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
passing  this  very  important  measure. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  Bill 
to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

CORONERS'  DEPUTIES  BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Clause  1. 

LoBD  HEBSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
this  Bill  proposes  that — 

"Every  coroner  in  a  county  or  borough 
shall  appoint,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  a  fit 
perROn,  approved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  not 
Dptng  an  aldertnui  orcouQcUlorof  UieCoancil 
who  appointed  the  coroner,  to  be  hia  deputy." 

To  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  in  this 
\vj,y  I  take  no  objection;  the  only  point 
that  I  raise  is  as  to  the  authority  that 
is  to  approve  the  appointment.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  where  the  Council 
of  aboroughor  county  make  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  principal,  the  Coroner  him- 
self, it  would  be  better  that  they  should 
aiiprove  of  the  deputy,  rather  than  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should.  My  Lords, 
if  you  truat  them  to  appoint  the 
pi-incipal,  you  can  aurely  trust  them  to 
appoint  the  deputy  ;  and  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  bringing  the  LordChan- 
ceuor  into  the  matter  at  all.  Objection 
is  taken  to  this  by  some  of  theCouncils, 
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1  and  Ithink  reasonably.  One  objection 
j  which  they  take  is  that  if  the  Deputy 
'  Coroner  comes  to  be  an  applicant  after- 
wards for  the  office  of  Coroner,  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  so  approved  may  be 
raised  and  alleged  as  a  reason  for 
appointing  him  in  the  place  of  any 
others  who  are  competitors  with  him. 
And  I  think  the  principle  is  an  unsound 
one.  I  think  that  tne  person  who 
appoints  should  be  the  person  toapprove 
the  appointment  of  the  deputy.  I  shall 
therefore  move,  as  an  Amendment,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  Lord  Chancellor" 
and  insert  the  words  "  Council  who 
have  appointed  the  Coroner ' ' ;  and  then 
there  is  a  consequential  Amendment,  to 
leave  out  the  word  "  the  "  and  insert 
the  word  *'  such." 

Amendments  moved,  in  page  1,  line 
7,  omit  the  words  ("  Lord  Chancellor  ") 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  {*'  Council 
who  have  appointed  the  Coroner ") ; 
and  in  line  8  omit  ("  the  ")  and  inscnrt 
("  such").— {TAe  Lord  HerschelL) 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOB:  My 
Lords,  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
was  good  enough  to  call  my  attention 
to  this  point  the  other  day.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  at  that  time  I  did  not 
know  anything  of  the  history  of  the 
Bill ;  but  I  imderetand  now  that  it  was 
originally  a  Bill  introduced  by  a  private 
Member,  and  afterwards  taken  charge 
of  by  the  Government.  With  regard 
to  the  Amendment  that  uiy  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  moved,  I  confess 
that  I  do  not  regard  it  as  of  great  im- 
portance one  way  or  the  other  ;  but  I 
have  ascertained  that  this  matter  was 
the  subject  of  Debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  a  Division  was  taken 
upon  it ;  and  I  should  be  disposed  to 
leave  the  Bill  as  it  is,  and  not  to 
accept  the  Amendment.  The  reason, 
I  understand,  that  was  urged  for  the 
Amendment,  was  that  where  the 
Council  of  a  borough  appoints  the 
Coroner,  there  is  no  such  provision. 
The  freeholders,  as  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  originally  had  the  appointment 
of  the  Coroner,  until,  under  the  Local 
Government  Bill,  the  appointment  was 
given  to  the  County  Councils.  The 
question,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  was  whether  there 
should  be  a  uniformity  in  practice,  both 
in  the  counties  and  boroughs,  and  as  to 
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that  whether  the  counties  should  con- 
form to  the  practice  in  the  boroughs, 
or  whether  die  boroughs  should  con- 
form to  the  practice  in  the  counties ; 
and  it  was  determined  that  the  approval 
should  be  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, either  the  present  or  any  future 
holder  of  the  oflfice,  is  not  anxious  to 
increase  the  number  of  his  respon- 
mbilities ;  but  I  think  the  objection 
taken  by  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
is  not  a  very  sound  one.  I  do  not  think 
that  making  the  appointment  subject 
to  approval  means  a  veto ;  it  is 
not  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  inter- 
venes in  the  question  of  an  absolute 
preference  for  this  or  that  particular 
officer ;  it  is  that,  if  there  is  any  objection 
to  him,  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  exer- 
cise a  veto.  The  words  are  "  with  the 
approval,"  I  ax  aware  ;  but  one  knows 
what  that  means ;  that  is  practically 
giving  a  veto  if  there  is  any  objection. 
And,  my  Lords,  inasmuch  as  the 
Coroner  is  a  judicial  person,  I  think, 
if  any  veto  is  to  be  exercised,  it  should 
be  exercised  by  some  person  entrusted 
with  judicial  powers,  and  not  a  popular 
body.  I  therefore  must  say  that  I  am 
not  able  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  rather  surprised  to  hear 
the  argument  of  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend.  It  is  no  doubt  a  fair  mode  of 
putting  the  case  to  say  that  an  officer, 
who  is  Sk  quasi  judicial  officer,  should  be 
appointed  by  a  judicial  person. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  I  did 
not  say  appointed. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  That 
his  appointment  should  be  approved, — 
that  argument  is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. But  in  this  ease  I  cannot  see 
what  force  there  is  in  it,  because  Par- 
liament has  decided  that,  not  only  the 
deputy,  but  the  principal  oflicer,  who  is 
a  judicial,  or  quasi  judicial,  officer, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Council ; 
therefore  the  matter  is  decided  in  the 
very  teeth  of  the  principle  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  wishes  to  apply 
to  this  case.  I  have  always  heard  that 
it  was  a  principle  that  the  greater  in- 
olnded  the  less ;  but  in  the  present 
case  the  Lord  Chancellor  seems  to 
think  that  the  less  is  of  more  impor- 
tance than  the  greater,  because  he 

The  Lord  Chancellor 


argues  that  in  the  case  merely  of 
appointing  a  deputy  you  want  the  con- 
firmation of  a  high  law  officer^  and  not 
in  the  case  of  the  Coroner  him- 
self. I  see  no  object  in  the 
Lord  Chancellor  confirming  in  this 
case  ;  he  is  less  able  to  judge  whether 
the  deputy  is  a  fit  person  than  the 
County  Council,  because  he  cannot 
know  the  qualifications  of  the  difierent 
people  in  the  county  likely  to  fill  the 
office  so  well  as  the  Council.  There- 
fore, why  should  we  go  out  of  our  way 
to  give  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  a 
troublesome  duty,  which  is  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  necessary,  and  to  take 
away  from  the  counties  that  which 
seems  an  obvious  part  of  their  busi- 
ness ;  and  why  we  should  put  this 
slight  upon  them  I  am  unable  to  con- 
ceive. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords, 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  is  under 
a  misapprehension,  I  think,  in  one 
respect.  He  said  that  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion in  the  other  House  on  this 
point. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  So  I 
was  told. 

Lord  HEBSCHELL:  But  I  am 
told  that  the  proposition  for  the  inser- 
tion of  "the  Lord  Chancellor,"  and 

insisting  upon  it,  came  from  the 
Governinent,  and,  as  I  am  further  told, 
under  the  impression  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  insisted  upon  it.  So  far  as 
the  Home  Office  were  concerned,  I  am 
told  that  they  were  quite  prepared  to 
put  it  in  the  way  I  suggest,  but  they 
said  they  could  not,  because  the  Lord 
Chancellor  insisted  that  the  appoint- 
ment should  have  his  approval.  There- 
fore I  do  not  think  it  would  be  found 
that  there  would  be  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  the  other  House  in  accepting 
mv  Amendment. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  All  I 
can  say  is  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
never  heard  of  it  till  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  was  good  enough  to 
call  my  attention  to  the  fact.  But  if 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  Government  sup- 
ported it  in  the  other  House,  I  must 
say  at  once  that,  without  consulting 
them,  I  cannot  express  their  opinion 
upon  the  point. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  Perhaps  if  1 
put  the  Amendment  off  till  the  Third 
Reading,  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 

Digitized  by 


1785  Burgh  Police 

'wonld  inquire  if  that  is  so,  and  then, 
if  there  is  no  objection,  except  the  sup- 
posed objection  from  himself,  perhaps 
we  might  amend  the  danee  at  tbat 

time. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  I 
have  no  objection  to  put  it  off  for  the 
Third  Readings  and  in  the  meantime  I 
will  inquire.  Speaking  for  myself,  I 
muBt  say  that  I  regard  with  very  great 

.jealousy  Bills  being  introduced  by 
private     Members    and  afterwards 

-adopted  by  the  Government  without 
sufficient  knowledge. 

Bill  reported  without  amepdmeat : 
Standing  Committee  negatived;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

BUBGH  POUCE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
COUHITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (aocordirg  to 
order). 

Amendments  made. 

Clause  62. 

*LoBD  WATSON  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
an  Amendment  to  move  on  Clause  62. 
I  propose  that  your  Lordships  should 
delete  the  words  in  line  22,  "  n6r  as  an 
■election  agent  in  any  Parliamentary 
•election."  I  may  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  by  Clause  61  the  Commis- 
sioners are  empowered  to  appoint  a 
■clerk,  and  the  duties  of  the  clerk  are 
prescribed  by  that  section  ;  but  not  one 
•of  the  duties  required  of  the  clerk  by 
tins  Act  has  the  smallest  reference  to 
Parliamentary  elections.  Clause  62 
as  originally  framed  forbade  the  clerk 
or  any  partner  or  any  person  in  his 
employ  or  that  of  his  partner  to  act  as 
agantor  solicitor  in  the  trial  of  any 
■ofieuoe  in  the  police  court.  That  en- 
aotmeat  is  a  ^ry  proper  one,  which  I 
should  not  ask  your  Lordships  to  dis- 
turb. Then  it  goes  on  to  provide  that 
these  officials,  who  are  in  no  wise  con- 
nected with  Parliamentary  elections 
from  the  duties  they  are  to  perform, 
shall  be  incapable  of  acting  as 
agents  in  any  Parliamentary  elec- 
tion— A  provision  for  which  I  can  find 
no  justitication  whatever  in  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  which  would,  I  am  cer- 
tain, put  Parliamentary  candidates,  in 
many  parts  of  Scotland,  to  a  great  deal 
•of  inconvenience  and  much  disadvan- 
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tage.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  say  more;  but  I  should  lite 
to  point  out  to  the  noble  Lord  ia 
charge  of  the  Bill,  that  although  this 
Bill  has  been  before  the  country  and 
before  the  House  for  the  last  tenyears^ 
this  Amendment  was  not  known  until 
the  other  day  to  those  parties 
who  are  personally  interested  in  the 
matter.  One  reason,  I  observe,  that 
was  urged  for  not  permitting  them 
to  discharge  these  duties  was  that 
they  are  well-paid  officials.  That  may  be 
true  of  one  or  two  town  clerks  to  the 
larger  cities  and  burghs ;  but  when 
I  tell  your  Lordships  that  these  are 
gentlemen  of  good  standing  and  position 
in  their  profession,  and  that  the  rate  of 
remuneration  for  the  duties  of  police 
clerk  ranges  from  the  large  sum  of 
between  £5  and  £10  in  some  burghs 
to  sometimes  £50,  and  in  a  very  few 
cases  reaching  or  exceeding  £100,  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  not  regard 
it  as  a  proper  provision  to  make  them 
rely  solely  upon  their  salary  as  clerk. 
But,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  still  further 
objection.  I  am  sure  that  all  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  will  feel  the  force  of 
the  observation  that  I  make,  namely, 
that  legislation  upon  a  subject  which 
the  Bill  does  not  contemplate — 
which  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Bill — 
ought  not  to  be  hidden  away  in  the 
middle  of  a  single  clause  in  a  Bill  of 
five  hundred  and  odd  clauses.  The 
Bill  deals  with  police  administration 
exclusively,  andthis  Amendment,  which 
was  introduced  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
which  occupies  about  half  of  one  line 
in  this  enormous  Bill,  is  a  piece  of 
legislation  which  has  reference  solely 
to  the  Representation  of  the  People 
(Scotland)  Act,  My  Lords,  I  move  ftie 
Amendment  that  stands  in  my  name. 

.\mendment,  in  page  28,  line  22, 
delete  ("  nor  as  an  election  agent  in  any 
Parliamentary  elections.") — {The  Lord 
Watson.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, and  I  think  that  some  of  the 
reasons  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
urged  are  very  forcible,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly make  impression  upon  your 
Lordships'  minds.  The  one,  I  may 
say,  which    influences  me  most  in 
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accepting  the  Amendment  is  the  one 
which  the  noble  Lord  put  last,  namely, 
Uiat  this  is  not  really  a  subject  that 
ought  to  be  l^slated  upon  in  this 
BiU ;  it  appertains  to  Election  Law ; 
and,  if  the  change  in  the  law  that  is 
proposed  is  right,  as  to  which  at  the 
present  moment  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  express  an  opinion,  I 
think  it  ought  rather  to  be  made  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  General  Election 
Law  of  the  country  than,  as  the  noble 
Lord  says,  hidden  away  in  a  BiU  deal- 
ing entirely  with  municipal  matters. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  62,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Further  Amendments  made. 

BiU,  as  amended,  agreed  to :  Stand- 
ing Committea  negatived ;  and  Bill  to 
be  reported  To-morrow. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL. 
COHMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords, 
before  I  move  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name,  I  should  like  just 
to  explain  to  your  Lordships  what  its 
effect  would  be.  At  present,  as  I  read 
the  BiU,  the  Post  Office  has  complete 
power,  if  it  thinks  fit.  either  to  place 
overhead  wires  in  a  neighbourhood,  or, 
if  the  owners  of  the  property  object  to 
overhead  wires,  to  take  them  before  the 
Bailway  Commissioners,  and  to  put 
private  individuals  to  a  large  expense 
in  consequence  of  their  thwarting  this 
influential  Government  Department. 
My  Lords,  I  think  that  is  scarcely  fair. 
I  may  teU  your  Lordships  that  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Wimb^don,  who  are 
thirty  thousand  in  number,  object 
strongly  to  overhead  wires;  and  the 
County  Cooncilof  Surrey,  of  which  I  have 
the  bononr  to  be  a  member,  absolutely 
refuses  to  allow  any  overhead  wires 
under  any  circumstances ;  therefore 
we  cannot  be  surprised  if  those  who 
are  subject  to  this  authority  think  they 
are  rather  hardly  treated 'if  the  Post 
OfBce  has  the  power,  which  I  under- 
stand it  wiU  have  by  the  Bill,  to  fasten 
overhead  wires  upon  them.  My  Lords, 
the  clause  which  I  have  drafted,  and 
which  I  venture  to  move,  would,  I 

Lord  Balfour 


think,  not  do  any  injustice  to  the  Post 
Office,  and  it  would  certainly  be  a. 
great  satisfaction  to  those  who  are 
immediately  affected  by  it.  I  may  be 
met  by  the  remark  that  this  ouktise' 
ought  to  have  been  moved  in  another- 
^ace  when  the  BiU  was  in  C(Mnmittee. 
The  simple  reason  why  it  was  not  is- 
that  Bills  have  been  so  hurried,  I  do- 
not  say  intentionaUy,  in  another  place 
during  the  last  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
that  it  would  have  be«i  xmdoubtedly 
impossible  for  those  aifected  by  this 
provision  to  know  what  was  going  on. 
If  they  had  been  aware,  this  Amend- 
ment would  have  been  moved  in 
another  place ;  as  it  is,  I  venture  to* 
move  it  now. 

Amendment  moved, 

Id  Oatue  1,  page  1,  after  Section  2,  add" 
"Provided  lUvays,  Uiat  tbe  Postmaster 
General  shall  not  consider  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  district  or  any  PnbUo  Aathority 
arft  debarred  from  the  pablic  coDvenience  of 
telegraphic  communioation  in  any  case  where 
it  is  pmeticable  to  effect  roch  commuBioation. 
by  means  of  undeigronnd  wires,  and  when 
Bach  refusal  to  consent  to  th*  coostmctioo  or- 
maintenance  of  a  work  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  telegraphic  communica- 
tion is  effected,  or  is  intended  to  be  effected, 
by  means  of  overhead  and  not  by  meani  of  on— 
dei^und  wires."— (TA«  Viaeount  MidUton.y 

LoBD  BALFOUR  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
unable  to  accept  the  Amendment ;  but 
I  think  there  is  a  point  which  I  must 
take  beforehand.  The  noble  Lord- 
moves  it  as  a  proviso  to  Clause  1, 
and  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  a  proviso 
to  Clause  2.  We  must  dispose  of 
Clause  1  be£ore  I  make  the  answer  to 
what  the  nofolle  Lord  has  said. 

Clause    1,.    without  AmeadmeBt*. 

agreed  toi. 

Clause  2.. 

■^LoBsBALFOUB:  My  Loods)  taking- 
the  proviso  as  moved  to  this  clause* 
I  must  ask  the  House  not  to  aooept 
it.  I  think,,  if  your  Londshipfr  wdl: 
look  at  the  clause,,  you  wiU  see 
that  it  is  designed  only  to  meet 
extreme  cases,  and'  is  c«tamly  one 
that  will  not  be  used  unless  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  because  the  delay  andi 
expense  whieh  wiU  be  caused  by  it,  not 
only  to  private  individuals,  but  also- 
to  the  Government  Department  itself^ 
wiU  be  sufficient  guarantee,  I  thinks 
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that  the  machinery  will  not  be  put  in 
force  except  in  an  extremely  urgent 
case.  The  noble  Lord  has  raised  the 
question  of  overhead  wires  and  under- 
ground communication.  My  Lords,  I 
shall  agree  with  him  m  the  abstract 
that  underground  wires  are  very  much 
better  than  overhead  wires  when  that 
method  of  oommnnication  can  be 
obtained,  and  probably  the  House  will 
agree  with  that  in  the  abstract ;  but  the 
demgn  of  Clause  2  is  only  to  provide  for  the 
extension  of  the  telephone  into  sparsely 
populated  districts  and  to  places  where 
the  expense  of  carrying  a  wire  under- 
ground would  practicaUy  be  prohibitive, 
and  if  this  proviso  were  put  in  it  would 
nullify  Clause  2  altogether,  and  really 
would  have  the  result  of  making  one 
or  two  owners  complete  masters  of  the 
^tnation,  enabUng  their  prejudices  to 
prevent  all  telephonic  communication 
in  the  district.  The  provision  which 
is  contained  in  the  clause  was  deliber- 
ately approved  of  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  House,  and 
it  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee 
on  telephone  and  telegraph  wires 
appointed  by  the  other  House  in  1885. 
It  has  been  a  long  time  before  the 
public  and  Parliament,  and  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  not  accept  the 
Amendment  which  is  now  moved.  I 
have  only  to  say  finally  that  in  many 
oases  the  working  of  the  ordinary  line 
of  a  telegraph,  and  still  more  of  a  tele- 
phone, would  be  seriously  affected  if  it 
had  to  be  laid  underground.  I  do  not 
say  that  that  is  of  universal  application, 
but  the  acceptance  of  this  proviso  might 
force  the  Post  Ofiice  into  an  expense 
which  would  be  prohibitive,  and  would 
altogether  prevent  the  extension  of 
telephonic  communication  to  the  dis- 
tricts to  which  it  is  intended  to  ex- 
tend it. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords, 
I  very  much  regret  the  decision  at 
which  the  Post  0£5oe  has  arrived.  I 

think  the  proviso  that  I  have  ventured 
to  suggest  for  insertion  would  only  have 
done  scant  justice  to  those  affected  by 
it ;  but  I  do  not  propose  at  this  late 
period  of  the  Session  to  put  your  Lord- 
ships to  the  trouble  of  dividing  upon 
the  Amendment,  especially  as  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  up  their  position, 


and  I  should  probably  be  beatw  if  I 
did  so. 

Amendment  (by  leave  <^  the  Com* 
mittee)  withdrawn. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3.  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Lord  BALFOUB  :  My  Lords,  the, 
object  of  this  Amendment  which  I  have 
to  more  is  to  prevent  the  alteration  of 
the  law  by  a  side  wind  in  a  matter  on 
which  it  should  not  be  altered  without 
the  full  knowledge  of  all  concerned. 
The  Bill  as  it  stands,  especially  Clause 
6,  would  give  the  London  County 
Council  certain  powers  within  the  City 
of  London  which  are  now  exercised  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  and  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  is  to  maintain 
the  existing  law  which  was  settled  after 
careful  discussion  when  the  Electrie 
Lighting  Act  of  1882  was  passing 
through  Parliament.  The  only  effect 
of  the  Amendment,  so  far  as 
we  know,  is  to  preserve  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  in  the  City  of  London,  but  it 
has,  of  course,  this  other  effect,  of 
which  I  think  your  Lordships  will  ap- 
prove :  that  if  this  Amendment  is  in- 
serted there  can  be  no  difference  be- 
tween the  Lot»l  Authority  which  has 
to  exercise  the  powers  under  this  Bill 
and  the  Local  Authority  which  gives 
or  withholds  consent  under  the  Eleo* 
trie  Lighting  Act,  1882.  On  those 
grounds,  my  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  moved, 

To  omit  the  word  ("in")  in  line  32  to  th» 
word  ("  Council  ")  in  line  35,  and  insert  ("  of 
the  l^ocal  Authority  as  defined  b;^  the  Eleotrio 
Lighting  Act,  ISSZ,  for  the  district  witbin- 
wbich  Buch  electric  line  is  laid.") — {The  Lord 
Balfour.") 

Amendment  agi'eed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  agreed  to ;  and  to 
be  reported  To-morrow. 

LAND  COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  My  Lords,  this 
Bill  provides  for  an  increase  of  sala- 
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ries  of  the  Land  Porohase  Commis- 
sioners, and  for  reducing  their  number 
when  vacancies  occur,  if  the  business 
should  permit.  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Moved.  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 

(The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

The  Marquess  op  WATERFOBD  ; 
I  should  like  to  ask  my  noble  Friend 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal  why  this  increase 
of  salaries  should  not  be  for  this  year. 
The  Land  Purchase  Commissioners  ap- 
parently will  have  just  as  much  to  do 
this  year  as  next  year.  What  is  the 
object  for  the  increase  of  salaries 
being  postponed  for  a  whole  year  ? 

Eabl  cadogan  :  My  Lords,  the 
Bill  is  practically  a  Treasury  Bill,  and 
is  one  with  which  this  House,  I  am 
'  afraid,  is  incompetent  to  deal ;  but  I 
will  make'  inquiries,  and  will  answer 
my  noble  Friend's  question  at  the  next 
stage. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2"  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

DBAINAGB   AND   IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
BEFORT  OF  AMEND&IEMTS. 

Amendments  reported,  (according  to 
•order). 

Clause  9. 

*The  Marquess  op  WATERFOED  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  a  further  Amend- 
ment upon  the  Paper,  which  I  beg  to 
move  in  consequence  of  the  statement 
made  by  my  noble  Friend  when  we 
were  discussing  this  Bill  on  the  Second 
Beading.  At  that  time  I  objected  to  a 
smaller  sum  than  £100,  which  is  the 
sum  named  under  the  present  law, 
being  applied  to  drainage  and  other 
improvements  in  Ireland ;  and  my 
noble  Friend  stated  that  this  clause 
only  applied  to  buildings,  to  which  I 
should  have  no  objection  ;  but  I  think  it 
is-a  ridiculous  thing  to  talk  of  creating 
a  drainage  district  and  allowing  an 
advance  of  £50.  I.  therefore,  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  that  stands  in 
my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  3,  line 
27,  after  ("  loan  ")  to  insert  ("  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  *'). — {The  Marquess 
<rf  Waterford.) 

Earl  Cadogan 


Eabl  CADOGAN:  My  Lords,  as  I 
intimated  on  the  last  occasion  that  the 
Irish  Government  take  the  same  view 
as  the  noble  Marquess  takes  with  re- 
gard to  this  clause,  I  see  no  objection 
to  his  Amendment  if  it  is  satisfactory 
to  him. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Lord  COLVILLB  of  CULROSS  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  been  requested,  by 
my  noble  Friend,  Lord  Stalbridge,  to 
move  the  Amendment  that  stands  in 
his  name ;  but,  with  your  Lordships' 
permission,  I  will  defer  doing  so  till 
the  Third  Beading  to-morrow,  when  I 
will  submit  it  to  you  in  an  amended 
form. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
ACT  (1382)  AMENDMENT  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Earl  STANHOPE  :  My  Lords,  this 
Bill  has  passed  through  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  by  general  assent ; 

its  object  is  merely  to  give  the  Com- 
missioners of  Works  power  to  extend 
the  Schedule  of  the  Act  of  1882,  which 
refers  to  ancient  monuments,  and  I 
truBL  your  Lordships  will  give  the  Bill 
a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2^."— {The  Earl  Stanhope.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To- 
morrow. 
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■CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
^  BILL. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
.  COUNCIL  {Viscount  Cranbhook)  :  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  to  give  more  elas- 
ticity to  the  division  of  the  money, 
which  division  is  at  present  fixed  by 
Act  of  Parliament  as  a  certain  amount 
for  England  and  a  certain  amount 
for  Ireland ;  this  Bill  will  enable  the 
moaey  to  be  divided  by  the  Treasury 
and  the  Agricultural  Department 
together  as  it  is  required  by  the  one 
country  and  the  other ;  and  I  trust 
your  Lordships  will  give  the  Bill  a 
Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2'." — {The  Viscoutit  Cninbruok.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2'  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

SI-:COND  IlKADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2'." — (The  Viscount  Cranbrook.) 

*The  Marquess  of  WATERFOED: 
My  Lords,  this  is  a  very  peculiar  Bill ; 
it  18  very  much  on  the  lines  of  the  Bill 
your  Lordships  discussed  the  or  her 
night,  but  it  is  a.  tliousand  times 
worse  for  the  landloi<ls  of  Ireland ; 
it  proposes  to  put  tipon  the  fee  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  indeed  -- 
namely,  loans  advanctKl  under  pre- 
vious Acts  of  Parliament.  The 
Drainage  Bill  nun-ely  dealt  with  loans 
of  the  future;  tliis  Jiill  deals  with 
loans  of  the  past.  Clause  6  states 
that— 

"Sections  5  and  6  of  tno  riiblie  Works 
LoBQfl  Act,  ISBO,  Bhall  apply  to  any  rent- 
charge  created  before  the  passiog  of  this 
Act." 

And  then  it  goes  on  to  :->&y  that  it  shall 
apply  to  any  reiit-cliarge  created  cither 
before  or  after  the  Act  of  1883  ;  there- 
fore it  takes  in  the  wliole  of  the  ad- 
vances in  Ireland.  Now  these  Sec- 
tions 5  and  6  of  the  Act  of  1889  were 


80  complicated  that  at  the  time  I  asked 

a  question  upon  them,  and  in  reply 
for  the  Government  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Cadogan)  said  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  feeling  of  uncertainty 
which  I  described  as  existing  as  to 
the  exact  interpretation  to  be  placed  on 
these  sections,  and  he  promised  that 
the  matter  should  he  looked  into,  and 
he  would  give  me  further  information. 
But,  my  Lords,  from  that  day  to  this, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  my  noble  Friend 
never  gave  me  that  information.  My 
Lords,  the  oifect  of  applying  those 
sections  to  this  liill  is  simply  that  it 
will  add  very  inueli  to  tlie  complica- 
tion, because,  if  those  sections  were 
complicated  as  applied  to  the  former 
Act,  tiiey  wili  ho  a  tliousand  times 
more  complicated  under  this  Bill  as  ap- 
plied to  many  otiier  charges  of  a  dif- 
ferent description.  This  Bill  brings  in 
rent-char^^ps  under  other  Acts  which  are 
entirely  di  i  Verent  from  the  Drainage  Act ; 
it  brinj^s  in  the  1881  charges  as  well, 
whicji  are  I'  u-  more  complicated.  There- 
fore I  tliink  it  is  essential  that  we 
should  know  wtu'  we  nre  passing  into 
law  iuJore  \\(!  pass  tliis  J>ill  with  this 
clii'i'si:  ill  iL,  b'.'ciiuse  nnbodv,  up  to  the 
prnsoiic  lime,  has  e>;plaiiied  what  those 
sect  ions  mc.m.  'I'he  general  object  of 
tliis  ilill  's  siriijilv  (-<)  make  the  land - 
lonis  uaiiiMiely  liitljle  for  loans  made 
to  tenants.  Viy  Lords,  the  landlords 
of  Ireland  have  protested  against  these 
loans  being  matlu  over  and  over  f^ain. 
We  know  ];er.f^ect!y  well  that  those 
loans  tiuve  very  often  been  obtained 
by  teiianis  and  very  badly  applied ; 
wii  liiLVe  :;(3en  it  all  over  the  country. 
We  iiavo  iiuL  hiul  one  word  to  say 
as  to  the  gfanting  of  ihese  loans; 
our  i!roii;.-'.1.s  have  hoc  been  attended 
to  ;  Joiins  ttave  bei'ii  made  to  tenants 
by  the  lu't.-ird  of  Works  against  our 
\vir>li  and  advice.  And  now,  my  Lords, 
the  iioard  of  Works  actually  come 
down,  at  this  period  of  the  Session, 
when  tiiey  know  there  is  no  attendance 
in  another  place,  and  slip  in  these 
clauses,  which  are  virtually  to  place 
the  re-payment  of  these  loans  upon  the 
^fco  simple  of  the  landlord's  property. 
My  Lords,  in  the  Drainage  Bill  the 
other  night.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment took  credit  for  the  fact  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  landlords  would  have  a 
veto  if  one-third  objected  to  the  drain- 
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age  scheme ;  but  here  they  have  never 
had  a  veto  at  all,  and  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  admit  that  a  veto  would 

be  necessary  if  they  are  to  be  made 
responsible.  My  Lords,  the  sum  of 
money  is  very  large  indeed.  I  have 
taken  a  Beturn  of  the  31st  March, 
1891,  of  the  Board  of  Works  itself, 
which  says  that  their  land  improve- 
jnent  loans  amount  to  5,070  in  number, 
and  in  amount  to  £1,304,053;  and 
their  district  drainage  loans  amount  in 
money  to  £608,000.  It  is  fair  to  say 
that  some  of  the  former  have  been  bor- 
rowed by  the  landlords,  and  therefore, 
of  coarse,  the  landlords  are  liable  to 
the  amount  borrowed  by  themselves ; 
but  a  very  large  proportion  was  bor- 
rowed by  the  tenants,  and  it  is  sought 
to  make  the  landlords  responsible 
for  that.  But  here,  in  addition,  my 
Lords,  is  a  loan  to  the  tenants 
under  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
amounting  to  £608,000,  every  bit  of  it 
borrowed  by  the  tenants  against  the 
landlords'  wish ;  and  it  is  sought  to 
put  the  whole  of  that,  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  tenancy,  upon  the  owner 
in  fee.  I  do  not  think  that  a  more 
monstrous  proposal  has  ever  been 
made  ;  it  is  nothing  but  unadulterated 
robbery.  The  noble  Marquess,  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  other  night  said 
that  somebody  must  pay  ;  but  surely 
the  noble  Marquess  would  not  wish  the 
wrong  person  to  pay.  No  doubt  the 
Board  of  Works  has  committed  itself ; 
and  I  think  it  would  not  be  at  all  a  bad 
plan  if  a  Committee  of  your  Lordships' 
House  inquired  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  ;  I 
can  assure  your  Lordships  that  they 
require  looking  into  carefully.  The 
Board  of  Wcrks  advance  money  to  all 
sorts  of  people  who  are  incompetent  to 
repay  it,  and  now,  because  they  have 
made  a  number  of  bad  debts  which  are 
on  their  books,  they  are  going  to  try 
and  make  the  persons  who  did  not 
borrow  the  money  repay  them,  in 
order  to  try  and  put  the  matter  right. 
What  would  your  Lordships  think 
of  any  tradesman,  who,  because  he 
had  bad  debts,  tried  to  make  some- 
one else  pay  them  ?  That  is  very 
much  what  the  noble  Marquess  hinted 
at  the  other  day  on  the  Drainage 
Bill.  My  Lords,  I  pass  to  another 
point — one  which  was  very  carefully 

The  Marqvess  of  Waierford 


debated.   I  am  not  sure  whether  the 
Amendments  were  put  in  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House  or  not;  but  under  Section 
31  of  the  Act  of  1881  the  Board  of " 
Works  were  only  allowed  to  lend  the 
money  to  a  tenant  when  they  were 
satisfied  that  the  tenancy  or  security 
which  the  tenant  might  have  to  offer 
was  such  as  to  insure  repayment  of 
principal  and  interest  within  such  a 
number  of  years  as  the  Treasury  might 
fix.    That  is  what  the  Board  of  Works- 
have  not  done,  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge.  And  Sub-section  52  further  ex- 
pressly provided  tl)at  any  such  loan- 
should  not  have  priority  over  rent — 
and  yet  here,  by  this  Bill,  it  is  to  have- 
priority  over  everything  the  landlord 
possesses — unless  the  landlord  was  a 
party  to  the  advance,  and  agreed  to- 
postpone  the  rent  to   the  advance.- 
But,  my  Lords,  the  landlord  did  not 
agree  m  these  cases.     And  it  was 
further  provided  that  the  loan  shall 
not  have  priority  over  any  charge  <»- 
incumbrance  of  the  tenant  of  which 
the  Board  of  Works  may  have  had 
notice  in  writing  given  them  before 
making  the  advance.   The  effect  of 
that    is    that    the    landlord,  the 
owner  in  fee,  is  to  pay  this  charge^ 
and  anybody  else,  from  whom  the- 
tenant  has  borrowed  money,  will  come 
in  before  the  landlord,  the  owner  in 
fee,  if  he  has  given  notice  ;  and  the  in- 
cumbrancer, who  has  given  notice,  has- 
priority  over  the  landlord's  interest^ 
and  even  over  the  Board  of  Works 
claim.    This,  again,  is  a  mon8troiiB> 
suggestion.   But,  my  Lords,  there  is- 
another  point.    Last  year  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  mentioned,   when  the- 
Drainage  Bill  was  before  the  House,, 
that  there  was  a  suit  w^hich  had  not 
been  decided  in  Ireland,  the  case  of  the- 
"  Attorney  General     Ireland."  That 
was  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  £1,007 
of  these  loans.    In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Ireland,  the  tenancy  had  come  to  an- 
end,  and  the  Board  of  Works  sought 
to  make  him  pay  for  moneys  that  the- 
tenant  had  borrowed,  and  for  all  the- 
aiTears  due  by  the  tenant.    That  cue- 
was  tried  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
Ireland,  and  it  was  unanimously  dis- 
missed with  costs.     Therefore  this, 
clause  in  the  Bill  is  to  over-ride  that 
decision.    And,  my  Lords,  more  than 
that,  in  this  Bill  there  is  a  provision: 

Digitized  by 


1797         Public  Works 

in  the-  Schedule  to  wipe  out  that 
olaim  as  agunst  Mr.  Ireland ;  and 
therefore  Mr.  Ireland,  because  he  took 
action  last  year,  is  to  have  his  olaim 
wiped  out,  and  every  other  landlord  in 
Ireland  is  to  pay  the  interest  on  these 
charges.  Nothing  in  the  world,  I 
think,  can  better  ahow  how  unfair 
this  proposal  is.  My  Lords,  I  pass 
on  to  Clause  7  of  this  Bill,  by  which  it 
is  proposed — 

"  Id  addiUoa  to  any  som  payable  in  reBpeot 
of  principal  and  interest  under  any  loan  here- 
after granted,  or  in  respect  ol  any  reot-cbaiige 
.hereafter  granted" — 

my  Lords,  I  am  not  a  draftsman, 
but  I  should  have  thought  a  rent-charge 
is  not  granted  ;  I  should  have  thought 
that  **  created  "  was  the  proper  word 
there — 

"by  the  Commiisioners  of  PaUie  Works 
in  Ireland,  there  shall  be  ^d  to  the  said 
<?(miinission««  one  ihillinff  in  tiie  pound  on 
the  said  sum  as  receiver's  fees  thereon." 

The  effect  of  this  clause  is  that 
the  landlord  will  have,  in  addition 
to  the  other  charges  placed  upon  him, 
.a  charge  of  a  shilling  per  cent,  to 
pay  if  the  tenant  makes  default, 
and  the  rent-ohai^  is  not  paid 
within  one  month.  I  think  that  is  a 
most  monstrous  proposal.  What  is 
proposed  to  be  done  is  simply  that  a 
receiver  is  to  be  established  to  recover 
this  debt  if  the  tenants  do  not  pay, 
and  the  charge  of  a  shilling  is  to  be 
added  for  the  payment  of  the  receiver's 
fees.  Naturally,  my  Lords,  if  a  tenant 
does  refuse  to  pay,  and  the  Board  of 
Works  can  come  down  on  the  owner  in 
fee,  and  can  force  the  owner  to  pay 
not  only  the  interest  on  the  original 
grant,  but  .this  receiver's  fee  as  well, 
they  will  do  so.  It  is  a  curious  thing, 
but  that  entirely  over-rides  the  Act  of 
1887,  by  which,  in  any  proceedings 
against  the  tenant,  including  proceed- 
ings by  the  Board  of  Works,  where 
there  is  an  order  for  payment  by 
instalments,  if  the  tenant  proves  that 
he  cannot  pay  any  charge,  he  is  to 
have  a  reasonable  time  given  him  for 
payment.  If  the  tenant  is  to  have  time 
without  a  receiver  being  put  on,  why 
should  not  the  landlord  have  time 
also  ?  I  cannot-  see  why  there  is  to  be 
one  law  for  one  class  and  another  law 
for  another  class.  My  Lords,  I  pass 
■to  Clause  9.   Here  is  a  clause  which  I 
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believe  does  not  exist  in  any  other  Act 
of  Parliament  at  the  present  time,  as  I 
am  informed  on  good  authority.  Here 
is  a  subordinate  department  in  Ireland 
given  power  to  levy  charges  upon  the 
fee.  1  draw  noble  Lords'  attention  to 
this,  because  I  think  it  is  a  legal 
question — 

"  A  certificate  purporting  to  be  under  the 
common  seal  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  io  Ireland  shall  be  conclusive  evidence 
— (i)  That  anj  naa  stated  thenmi  to  be  due 
to  the  ComimBBioners  and  to  be  charged  <m 
any  property  named  therein  ii  so  doe  and 
cha^ed.^ 

That  is  to  say,  if  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ireland — and  I  say  distinctly  that  the 
Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  is  not  to  be 
trusted — choose  to  charge  any  property 
in  Ireland  with  a  sum  of  money,  the 
owner  of  that  property  has  no  appeal 
whatever.  That  again,  I  think,  is  an 
outrageous  proposal.  In  this  very 
case  of  Mr.  Ireland  who  appealed 
against  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  saved  paying  £1,007  in  costs, 
he  would  have  been  unable  to  have 
appealed  under  this  clause.  Why  should 
this  subordinate  Department  of  the 
Treasxiry  in  Ireland  be  given  this  powei- 
to  place  any  charge  upon  any  property 
without  any  appeal  whatever?  My 
Lords,  I  shall  certainly,  in  Committee 
on  this  Bill,  move  the  rejection  of  these 
clauses,  or  at  any  rate  try  to  effect 
their  amendment.  I  should  prefer 
the  rejection  of  them,  and  X  hope  the 
noble  Lord  will  agree  that  these  clauses 
should  be  left  out  of  this  Bill. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords. 
I  think  this  BiU  is  the  most  flagrant 
instance  of  ex  post  facto  l^slation 
that  I  have  ever  seen  since  I  had  the 
honour  to  have  a  seat  in  this  House. 
The  original  Act  placed  the  tenants  in 
this  position:  that,  upon  the  interest 
which  had  been  created  by  them  under 
the  Land  Act,  they  were  permitted  to 
borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money ;  that 
sum  of  money  and  the  objects  to  which 
it  was  to  be  appUed  were  to  be  defined 
and  regulated  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ireland — no  other  body  had  any 
responsibility,  except  the  Treasury, 
who  were  behind  the  Board  of  Worte. 
The  landlord  was  not  consulted;  he 
had  no  power  of  objection,  although  he 
might  be  perfectly  aware  that  the 
money  obtained  would  not  be  honestly 
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spent,  and  that  the  objects  professed  to 
be  aimed  at  were  not  the  real  objects 
for  which  the  money  was  borrowed. 
Instances  occur  to  everyone,  who  has 
any  knowledge  of  the  course  of  things 
in  Ireland,  in  which  such  things  have 
actually  been  done.  My  Lords,  what 
happens?  A  Bill  is  introduced  into 
another  place  at  the  fag  end  of  the 
Session.  The  Members  who  represent 
the  interests  of  the  tenants  are 
thoroughly  alive  to  every  dodge  and 
device  by  which  a  further  portion  of 
the  landlords'  interest  can  be 
confiscated .  My  Lords ,  I  do  not 
blarae  them  in  the  least ;  they 
are  there  to  represent  a  particular 
class,  and  they  do  their  duty  admir- 
ably ;  but  the  landlords  of  the  South 
and  West  of  Ireland  are  almost  entirely 
uhrepresented  in  another  place,  and , 
the  consequence  is  that  clause  after 
clause  has  been  slipped  into  Bills 
affecting  Ireland  which  never  would 
have  passed  your  liOrdships'  House 
for  a  single  moment  if  the  full  purport 
of  them  had  been  understood.  I  can- 
not at  all  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister, 
that  somebody  must  pay.  Of  course 
somebody  must  pay.  A  person  who 
has  made  an  unfortunate  advance 
always  has  to  pay,  and  why  not 
the  Board  of  Works  and  the  Treasury  ? 
If  they  think  proper,  without  consult- 
ing anyone  interested  in  the  land,  to 
place  a  particular  value  upon  a  parti- 
cular racurity,  and  they  find  out  that 
they  have  maide  a  bad  bargain,  why 
should  they  be  allowed  to  add  another 
security  over  which  they  ought  to  have 
no  control?  It  is  not  common  fair 
play  between  man  and  man.  If  the 
landlords  are  eventually  to  be  mulcted 
in  the  advances  made  upon  the  security 
of  the  tenants'  interest,  let  the  thing 
be  fairly  stated,  and  let  them  have  an 
opportunity  of  objecting,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  the  advance  which  is  Bought  to  be 
made.  And  now,  because  the  Court 
of  Appeal  has  wisely  decided  that  thev 
are  under  no  liabihty,  we  have  a  Bill 
brought  into  the  other  House,  and 
finally  brought  up  to  this  House,  which 
is  to  place  upon  them  a  liability  which 
does  not  attach  to  them  at  present 
by  law,  but  is  to  be  placed  upon  them 
by  ex  post  facto  legislation  on  the  part 
of  your  Lordships'  House.   I  rrally 

Viscount  Midleton 


trust  that  a  Bill,  which  so  manifestly 
infringes  the  principles  upon  which 
your  Lordships'  House  has  always- 
acted,  will  not  be  allowed  to  become 
law  in  its  present  shape.  Personally 
I  would  far  rather  see  it  thrown  out 
altogether  than  passed  with  these- 
clauses  in  it  to  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  called  attention.  I  do  hope 
that  the  common  principles  of  fairness- 
will  not  be  departed  from  in  this 
instance,  and  that  your  Lordships  vnll 
decline  to  recognise  the  claim  on  the- 
part  of  the  Board  of  Works,  which  I 
think  never  should  have  been  set  up, 
and  which,  if  any  private  individual 
or  company  of  any  kind  were  to 
make,  would  be  scouted  out  of  your 
Lordships'  House  with  contempt. 
I  cannot  understand  upon  what  prin- 
ciple of  law  or  equity  legislation  is  to 
take  place  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
this  Bill,  and  why  a  body  of  men,  who 
have  never  had  any  opportunity  of 
giving  their  opinion  on  these  advances, 
and  who,  in  many  instances,  derive  no 
interest  from  the  advances  when  made, 
should  be  made  the  scapegoat  for  the 
indolence  or  ignorance  of  the  Board  of 
Works.  It  is  the  old  classical  prin- 
ciple, Delirant  reges  plsctuntiir 
Achivi.  But  I  do  not  see  why  that 
most  unenviable  position  should  be 
forced  upon  the  landlords  by  your  Lord- 
ships, who  have  had  nothing  to  say, 
and  who,  in  many  cases,  would,  if  they 
had  been  able  to,  have  objected  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

LoBD  INOHIQTJIN  :  My  Lords,  I 
ventured  the  other  evening  to  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  another  Bill,  and  all 
I  wish  to  say  upon  this  Bill  is  that  what 
I  said  upon  that  occasion  applies  with 
double  force  to  the  Bill  before  your 
Lordships  now.  I  am  not  going  to 
repeat  those  words,  but  I  merely  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  force  of  this  Bill 
is  in  Clauses  6  and  7,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  relieve  the  Treasury  and 
the  Board  of  Works  from  what  they 
have  undertaken  to  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  landlord.  What  they 
undertook  was  to  give  the  tenants  loans 
for  carrying  out  improvements  upon 
their  farms,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
were  pledged  to  Parliament  to  send 
down  competent  men  to  see  that  those 
works  were  properly  carried  out,  and 
that  they  had  proper  security  for  ihe- 
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repayment  of  the  loan.    My  Lords, 
what  is  done  on  this  occasion  by  these 
clauses  ?    It  is  proposed  to  refer  to 
certain  sections  in  a  former  Act_,  the 
force  of  which  is  not  at  all  clear,  asthe 
noble  Earl  said  in  response  to  a  ques- 
tion of  the  noble  Marquess  a  little  time 
ago.    The  e£Fect  of  that  is  to  try  and 
over-ride  these  clauses,  and  make  the 
landlord  responsible  for  advances  that 
he  has  had  no  voioe  whatever  upon. 
And  when  a  tenant  borrows  in  Ireland 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  he  is  not 
even  bound  to  give  the  landlord  any 
notice  whatever.     I  have  frequently 
found  my  tenants  have  borrowed  large 
sums,   and  have  spent  them,  with- 
out   any   knowledge    of   myself  or 
my  agent  that  any  such  sum  was 
borrowed  or  supposed  to  be  expended. 
I  think  this  is  a  Bill  of  such  great 
importance,  and  does  snch  gross  injus- 
tice to  the  landlords,  that  I  must  ask 
the  Lord  President,  who  has  charge 
of  the  Bill,  seriously  to  consider  what 
the  position  is.    I  suppose,  if  we  pro- 
pose to  make  Amendments  in  this  Bill, 
when  it  comes  into  Committee  we  shall 
be  precisely  in  the  same  position  as  the 
noble  Earl  just  now  told  us  he  was 
in  with  r^ard  to  the  Education  Bill, 
because  it  will  throw  the  Bill  out ;  but, 
as  the  noble  Marquess  has  said,  I 
would  far  rather  see  the  BiU  thrown 
out  altogether  than  that  these  clauses 
should  be  allowed  to  stand.  The  noble 
Marquess  said  that  he  thought  an 
inquiry  was  necessary  with  regard  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ireland.    In  that  I  entirely  agree,  and 
I  will  mention  to  your  Lordships  a  case 
that  came  under  my   observation.  A 
railway  was  to  be  made,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Board  of  Works  to 
send  down  a  gentleman  to  examine 
the  coarse  of  the  line,  and  see  whether 
it  was  correct;  he  was  called  before 
the  Privy  Gooncil ;  I  was  one  of  those 
at  that  time  opposing  this  line,  and, 
being  anxious  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
this  gentleman's  opinion,  I  stood  beside 
counsel,  and  made  him  cross-examine 
him  very  closely  as  to  what  he  knew 
of  the  line.   He  said  he  had  been  down 
and  examined  it,  and  knew,  of  his  own 
opinion,  that  it  was  a  proper  line,  pro- 
perly engineered,  and  so  on.  WAien 
we  cross-examined  him,  it  came  out 
that  he  had  taken  an  outside  car  and 


travelled  over  the  road  that  runs  in 
some  parts  almost  parallel,  it  is  true 
to  the  line,  but  still,  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  it  was  not  at  all  neartheline^ 
Yet  he  came  to  the  Privy  Council  to-- 
swear  that  the  line  was  a  proper  one,  and 
that  he  had  thoroughly  examined  it.  ■ 
That  case  was  a  very  strong  one, 
and  it  strikes  me  as  showing  that  the 
Board  of  Works  require  over- 
hauling. I  know  that  these  loans, 
which  the  Board  of  Works  have  granted 
to  tenants,  have  not  been  carefully 
spent,  and  that  they  have  been  given 
in  many  cases  where  they  ought  not, 
and  the  money  has  not  been  expended 
at  all,  but  has  been  employed,  in  many 
instances,  to  pay  the  rent.  My  Lords^ 
I  protest  strongly  against  these  olausesr 
and  I  hope  the  Lord  President  will  see 
his  way  to  amend  the  clauses  in 
Committee,  or  to  withdraw  the  Bill. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbrook)  :  My 
Lords,   I   am   rather  unexpectedly,, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  my  noble 
Friend  the  head  of  the  Government, 
in   charge  of  this  Bill.  Generally 
speaking,   the  Public  Works  Loans 
Bills,  and  Bills  of  a  financial  character, 
pass  without  opposition,  and  in  fact 
upon  the  present  occasion  I  understand 
there  is  no  opposition  to  the  passage 
of  the  Second  Reading  that  I  have 
moved  to-day.    With  regard  to  the 
objections  that  have  been  raised  by  the 
noble  Lords  behind  me,  to  a  person 
listening  to  them  I  am  bound  to  say 
they  have  considerable  force,  and,  if  the 
clauses  have  the  meaning  which  they 
put  upon  them,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  objections  to  be  taken  to ' 
them  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  their  view  be 
correct,  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
ascertain  at  a  moment's  notice.  But 
if  it  be    correct   that   persons  are 
made  responsible  for  loans  which  they 
gave  no  authority  for  borrowing,  and 
then  the  charge  is  made  upon  their  fee 
simple,  though  the  loan  was  never 
advanced  to  themselves,  or  with  their 
consent,  that  seems  to  me  rather  a 
strong  measure.    I  can  only  say  that 
I  wiU  take  care  that  this  matter  is 
represented  to  my  noble  Friend  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  no  doubt  he  will 
be  able  to  give  some  explanation  of  the 
subject. 
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Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2' 
■acoordingly.  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hoaee  To-morrow. 

MAUWTIUS   LOAN  BILL, 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 
•The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Lord  Knutspobd): 
My  Iiords,  I  move  the  Second  Beading 
of  this  Bill,  and  I  desire  to  express,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  I  may  express  it  on  the  part 
of  all  your  Lordships,  our  deep  regi-et 
.  at  the  calamity  which  has  overwhelmed 
the  Colony  of  Mauritius,  and  our 
sympathy  with  the  sufferers.  I  regret 
to  Bay  that  the  accounts  which  were 
first  sent  over  by  telegraph  have 
unfortunately  been  confirmed  by  the 
des[utche8 1  nave  received.  I  may  men- 
tion to  your  Lordships  that  there  have 
been  1,200  deaths,  and  a  vast  number 
of  wounded ;  that  the  damage  to 
Government  property  and  private 
houses  is  estimated  at  about  £193,750; 
the  injury  to  the  crops  is  calculated 
at  fifty  per  cent. ;  and  to  the  factories 
and  mil&  there  is  a  loss  of  2,500,000 
rupees.  AltogethertheGovernorinforms 
me  that  he  is  under-estimating  the  loss 
•  of  every  kind  at  18,000,000  rupees, 
which  IS  about  £1,162,500.  As  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
at  my  request,  was  kind  enough  to 
open  a  subscription  hst,  and  appointed 
a  Sub-Committee  to  deal  with  the  case ; 
very  good  work  has  been  done  by 
that  Committee ;  and  contributions  have 
been  very  liberal.  And  perhaps  I  may 
express  tne  pleasure  with  which  I  have 
beard  of  the  kindly  sympathy  shown 
in  a  very  practical  manner  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  neighbouring  island 
of  B^union.  When  they  heard  of 
this  calamity,  they  called  a  public 
meeting,  subscriptions  flowed  in,  and 
a  liberal  contribution  was  sent  over  at 
once  to  Mauritius.  My  Lords,  I  also 
desire  to  express  my  admiration — an 
admiration  which  your  Lordships  will 
also  feel — for  the  calm  and  gallant 
manner  in  which  this  calamity  has 
been  faced  by  all — by  officials  and  un- 
officials ;  by  poor  and  rich ;  and  also 
for  the  exertions  that  have  been  made 


Hours  BiU.  1601 

to  meet  the  suffering  of  the  poorer 
classes.  My  Lords,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  add,  because  I  am  qnite  sure 
that  your  Lordships  will  have  great 
pleasure  in  giving  a  Second  Beading  to 
the  Bill. 

Moved,"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— (2%e  Lord  Knutsford.) 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  like  to  let  this  occasion 
pass  without  saying  on  my  own  behalf, 
and  I  am  sure  on  behalf  of  everyone  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  how  entirely  I 
agree  with  every  word  that  has  been 
said  by  the  noble  Lord.  Everyone  who 
has  heard  of  the  frightful  calamity 
which  has  befallen  the  Colony  of 
Mauritius  must  feel  the  deepest  and 
most  profound  sympathy  with  the 
population,  not  omy  for  the  immense 
loss  of  property,  but  for  the  even  more 
terrible  loss  of  hfe  incurred  on  this 
occasion.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  I 
can  add  anything  further,  except  to  say 
that  we  only  nope  that  with  the 
energy,  and  also  the  calmness,  in  meet- 
ing this  calamity,  which  the  noble  Lord 
says  has  been  evinced,  the  inhabitants 
of  Mauritius  may,  with  the  assistance 
given,  most  properly,  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  most  cordially  oonctured  in 
by  this  House,  be  able  to  restore 
Mauritius  to  its  former  condition  of 
pro8i»erity. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To- 
morrow. 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

*LoRD  KNUTSFORD  :  My  Lords,  I 
shall  not  have  to  detain  your  Lordships 
many  minutes  in  moving  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  because  the  pro* 
visions  of  it  are,  with  one  exception, 
identical  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
passed  in  1836  for  three  years,  and 
which  has  been  continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  That  Act  was  passed 
after  the  subject  of  shop  labour  bad 
been  most  carefully  investigated  by  a 
very  strong  Select  Committee.  The 
exoeption  to  which  I  referred  is  the 
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'insertion  of  Clause  8,  which  provides 
for  the  appointmeot  of  Inspectors.  The 
Bill  as  originally  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  this  year  included 
women,  and  also  aelauae  for  inspection. 
Upon  the  question  of  the  inclusion  of 
women  in  the  Bill,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable discussion  in  the  other  House, 

;-and  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time 
npon  the  understanding  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
The    Select   Committee,  who  took 

■  evidenca,  and  went  thoroughly  into  the 
'Case,  out  out  the  words  by  which 

women  were  introduced,  and  in  fact 
restored  the  Bill  to  the  same  state  as 
the  Act  of  1886,  excejpt  as  to  the  clause 
for  inspection.  The  Inspection  Clause 
as  originally  introduced  in  the  House 
•of  Commons  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Inspectors  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  f«r  the  Home  Department,  foUow- 
ing  the  precedent  of  the  Factories  and 
■"(Workships  Act,  1878 ;  but  this  was 
altered  by  the  Select  Committee,  and 
I  think  properly  altered,  and,  as  your 
Lordships  will  see,  by  Clause  :8  the 

■  appointment  of  Inspectors  is  now  vested 
in  the  Council  of  any  county  or 
-borough  ;  and,  in  the  City  of  London, 
in  the  County  Council.  I  ^erefore  ask 
jour  Lordships,  as  this  is  a  BiU  the 
principle  of  which  has  been  ajqiroved 
and  acted  upon  ever  since  l^iS,  the 
'Only  difference  being  from  the  necessity 
of  giving  more  effect  to  that  principle 
•by  the  appointment  of  Inspectors,  to 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (TAe  Lord  Knutsford.) 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOB  (Lord 
Halbbitbt)  :  As  my 'noble  iFViend  is  in 
charge  ^f  the  Bill,  I  will  ask  him  a 
question  which  I  should  naturally 
Jiave  asked  of  one  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Colleagues:  namely,  whether 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  explain 
what  is  the  meaning  of  Clause  6  ?  I 
havi  been  endeavouring  to  bring  my 
intilligence  to  understand  it,  and  I  con- 
fess I  am  unable  to  do  so.  Clause  6 
■ay-  — 

"  Whem  the  emplojer  of  may  yooag  penoa, 
M  4eflD«d  in  this  Aet,  is  ebairaed  with  an 
offeBMftguQst  thil  Aet,  he  ■halTbe  entiUed 
'  opoD  infMmation  411I7  laid  before  lUn." 

iWhat  does  that  mean  ? 

VOL.  y.         [POUBTH  SEBIES.J 


LoBD  HEBSCHELL  ;  I  think 
"  before "  must  be  intended  to  be 
"against."  I  have  been  endeavouring 
to  und^tand  it,  and  that  is  the  only 
conclusion  that  I  can  come  to.  And  I 
do  not  understand  why  all  these  pro- 
visions are  repeated. 

^LoBD KNUTSFORD:  It  is  intended 
to  make  the  Act  permanent,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  thought  more  convenient 
to  re-enact  the  whole. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  But  when 
one  is  obliged  to  look  at  it  again — and 
we  are  now  asked  to  pass  the  Bill- 
there  seems  to  have  been  some  slip, 
and  it  is  desirable  to  put  it  right  if  it  is 
to  be  a  permanent  Bill.  It  is  nonsense 
as  it  stands  now.  Then  Clause  10,  I 
think,  needs  a  little  looking  into — 

Nothing  in  this  Aet  shall  apply  to  shops 
where  Uie  only  persons  employed  are  at  home, 
that  is  to  say,  are  members  of  the  same  family 
there,  or  to  members  of  the  employer's  family 
dwelling  in  a  bouse  to  which  the  shop  is 
attached.'* 

I  understand  the  last  part  of  it :  that 
nothing  is  to  apply  to  members  of  the 
employer's  family  dwelling  in  a  house  to 
which  the  shop  is  attached ;  but,  if  you 
look  at  the  former  part,  nothing  is  to 
apply  to  shops  where  the.  only  persons 
employed  are  at  home,  tnat  is  to  say, 
are  members  of  the  same  family 
dwelling  there.  I  suppose  the  latter 
part  is  the  definition  of  being  at  home. 
But  those,  I  suppose,  need  not  be  the 
employer's  family,  if  they  are  all  of  the 
same  family.  Yet  those  persons  are 
only  exempted  if  they  are  living  in  the 
shop — not  if  they  are  living  in  a  house 
to  which  the  shop  is  attached. 

*LoRD  KNUTSFORD:  I  have  only 
just  had  this  BiU  entrusted  to  my  care. 
Those  two  sections  have  been  in 
full  force,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
any  misapprehension  has  arisen  upon 
them,  or  any  question,  since  1886. 
But  as  regai^  Clause  6,  it  appears 
to  me  it  means  that  where  the 
employer  of  any  young  person  as 
defined  in  this  Act  is  charged  with  an 
offence  against  this  Act,  he  shall  be 
entitled,  upon  information  duty  lodged 
before  the  Court — that  is  what  it  must 
mean — to  have  any  bther  person  whom 
he  chaises  as  the  actual  offender 
brought  before  the  Court. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  That  is  the 
meaning,  but  it  must  meui  that  there 

3  Y  D  g  t  zea  by  Google 


I 


1807  North  {LOBDS}  Borneo.  ^808 


is  to  be  an  information  laid  against  the 
person  brought  before  the  Court — that 
the  employer  shall  be  entitled  to  have 
any  other  person  whom  he  charges  as 
the  actual  offender,  upon  information 
duly  laid  against  him,  brought  before 
the  Court. 

LoKD  THBING:  My  Lords,  I  can 
explain  from  memory  exactly  what  is 
intended.  This  is  a  clause  that  has 
been  inserted  in  a  great  many  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  and  it 
means  that  if  a  man  is  brought  up  before 
a  Court,  and,  when  he  comes  up, 
pleads  that  the  offence  was,  without 
his  privity  and  knowledge,  committed 
by  one  of  his  under  people,  the  Court 
may,  if  it  is  satisfied  that  the  master 
was  not  to  blame,  have  that  person 
summoned  in  his  place. 

LoBD  KNUT8F0SD:  This  is  a 
clause  that  was  in  the  Act  of  1886,  and 
has  been  in  force  ever  since  ;  but  I 
think  that  what  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite  suggests  will  probably 
meet  the  case.  I  will  call  attention  to 
the  further  point  in  Clause  10,  which 
also  has  been  in  operation  since  1886. 
I  understfmd  it  to  mean,  members  of 
the  same  family  dwelling  there,  or 
members  of  the  employers'  family 
dwelling  in  a  house  to  which  the  shop 
is  attached. 

LoBD  HKBSCHELL :  But  there  is 
the  shop. 

Lord  KNUTSFOBD:  No;  there 
may  be  a  family  dwelUng  there,  or  there 
may  be  members  of  the  employer's 
family  iu  a  house  to  which  the  shop  is 
attached. 

LoBD  HEBSCHBLL:  But  if  they 
are  not  members  of  the  employer's 
family,  I  think  the  noble  Lord  will  see 
that  they  must  Uve  in  the  shop  to  come 
within  the  clause.  The  truth  is  that 
this  Act  of  1886  was  one  that  received 
the  Boyal  Assent  on  the  day  of  the 
Dissolution  in  1886,  and  no  doubt  came 
up  to  this  House  without  ever  being 
seen. 

Lord  KNUTSFORD  :  But  it  has 
been  through  two  Select  Committees  in 
another  place,  and  has  received  their 
approval. 

Ths  Qabl  of  KIMBEBLEY  : 
Perhaps  it  may  have  a  better  fate  this 
time,  as  the  Dissolution  has  not  come 
80  rapidly,  and  the  noble  Lord  may  be 

Lord  Herschell 


able  to  introduce  some  Amendment 

into  it. 

Lord  KNUTSFOED  :  I  should  not 
like  to  lose  the  Bill. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  I  can 
only  express  my  satisfaction  that,  as 
these  sections  have  been  in  force  for  sO' 
many  years,  they  have  not  come  before 
me  in  my  judicial  capacity. 

Lord  KNUTSFORD:  Ko  doubt  if 
they  had  they  would  have  received  an 
excellent  interpretation  at  the  noble  and 
learned  Ix)rd'8  hands  ;  but  it  is  some- 
thing in  their  favour  that  they  have 
been  in  operation  during  these  years, 
and  no  doubt  has  been  raised  upon 
them. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  3* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

NORTH  BORNEO. 

QUBBTION— OBSEBVATIOHS. 

•Lord  BRASSEY:  My  Lords,  in 
laying  before  you  a  few  observations 
relating  to  affairs  in  Borneo,  I  promise 
to  be  very  brief.  The  subject  is 
one  which  well  merits  the  attentrion 
of  Parliament,  and  specially  at  the 
present  time,  in  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  difficulties  with  which  the  North 
Borneo  Company  are  contending,  and 
which  threaten  to  make  it  difficult  to 
maintain,  in  the  vast  territory  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  that  well  ordered 
government  which  it  was  the  inten- 
tion that  they  should  exercise.  Per- 
haps it  is  not  superfluous  to  men- 
tion that,  if  you  regard  Australia  as 
a  continent,  Borneo  is  the  lai^est 
'  island  in  the  world,  abounding  in  vege- 
table and  mineral  resources  ;  and, 
though  perhaps  not  adapted  for  settle- 
ment, yet  offering  a  wide  field  for 
British  capital  under  European  super- 
vision. Borneo  lies  on  the  highroad 
of  our  great  trade  to  China  and  Jajpan. 
Its  north-west  coast,  with  which  I  am 
more  particularly  dealing,  is  hundreds 
of  miles  in  extent,  and  it  po^esses 
several  secure  and  capacious  harbours. 
At  Labuan  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Brunei  river  good  coal  is  found 
on  the  surface.  In  short  you  have 
every  condition  that  would  make 
Borneo  suitable  for  a  coaling  station, 
which,  in  certain  contingencies,  we- 
should  scarcely  like  to  see  in  possesnoa 
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of  a  hostile  Power.  Omitting  earlier, 
but  not  unimportant,  history,  I  may 
mention  that  in  1877  Sir  Alfred  Dent 
acquired  from  the  native  chiefs  a  per- 
petual lease  of  certain  extensive  terri- 
tories, and  that  he  applied  for  a 
charter  of  incorporation  of  a  Com- 
pany that  he  was  about  to  form. 
After  some  considerable  delay  a 
charter  was  granted  in  1881 ;  and 
finsJIy,  in  1888,  a  British  Protectorate 
was  established  over  the  .  whole  of 
North  Borneo.  I  can  only  approve 
of  the  policy  which  led  to  the  grant- 
ing of  that  charter  and  the  estf^lish- 
ment  of  a  British  protectorate.  The 
country  was  derelict.  The  nativechiefs 
were  feeble,  ignorant  men  wielding  no 
authority.  My  own  impression  of 
the  necessity  for  British  occupation 
was  very  materially  strengthened  in 
the  course  of  a  morning  call  which 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  paying 
some  five  years  ago  upon  the  Sultan 
of  Brunei.  A  charter  having  been 
panted,  the  British  North  Borneo 
Company  was  formed.  The  Directorate 
included  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Elphin- 
stone),  who  I  hope  will  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  present  occasion,  and  it  in- 
cluded Sir  Harry  Keppel.  The  Chair- 
man was  Sir  Eutherford  Alcock,  who, 
after  years  of  efficient  service,  has 
lately  retired  in  favour  of  Mr.  Martin, 
the  well-known  banker.  The  autho- 
rised capital  of  the  Company  was 
£2,000,000  sterling ;  of  this  sum 
about  £500,000  has  been  actually 
subscribed.  The  retunis  from  the 
capital,  which  has  been  contributed 
1^  the  shareholders,  have  been 
hitherto  scanty ;  and  I  am  bound 
to  add  that  the  shareholders  of  the 
North  Borneo  Company  have  shown 
exemplary  patience.  In  saying  this 
I  make  no  reflections  upon  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  by 
tiie  North  Borneo  Company.  On  the 
contrary,  I  desire  to  say  that  they 
have  achieved  a  very  large  measure 
of  success  under  extremely  difficult 
circumstances.  It  must  be  obvious 
that  in  first  setting  up  an  orderly  and 
civilised  Government  in  an  un- 
developed country,  inhabited  by  pirates 
and  barbarous  nomad  tribes,  the 
expenditure  must  be  largely  in  excess 
of  the  receipts.  Everything  had  to  be 
formed ;  highways  have  to  be  made ;  a 


Civil  Service  has  to  be  established ;  police 
have  to  be  organised ;  and  communica- 
tions, both  internal  and  external,  have 
to  be  created.  Since  the  first  constitution 
of  the  North  Borneo  Company  the 
expenditure  has  largely  exceeded  the 
receipts.  No  doubt  the  income  is 
increasing,  but  the  expenditure  has 
more  than  kept  pace  in  most  years 
with  that  increase.  And,  tmfortu- 
nately,  the  income  is  derived  from  pre- 
carious sources.  The  main  source  of 
income  is  the  planting  of  tobacco.  In 
the  year  1890  a  sum  of  more  than 
£36,000  was  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  plantations. 
Unfortunately,  partly  from  the  inex- 
perience in  first  cultivation  in  a  new 
country,  and  partly  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  climate,  the  produce  from 
the  tobacco  plantations,  although  of 
excellent  quality,  has  been  disappoint- 
ing in  quantity.  The  result  is  that  at 
the  present  time  the  income  derived 
irom  the  sale  of  lands  and  from  the 
plantations  has  temporarily  ceased. 
The  income  derived  from  taxes  odA 
customs  depends,  almost  as  much  as 
does  the  sale  of  land,  upon  the  fluctua- 
ting fortunes  of  the  tobacco  planters. 
The  income  of  the  North  Borneo  Com- 
pany varies  with  the  number  of  Chinese 
employed  upon  the  plantations.  To 
put  it  shortly,  the  total  income  of  the 
North  Borneo  Company  has  fallen 
from  £101,000  in  the  year  1890  to 
.£70,000  in  the  year  1891 ;  meanwhile 
the  expenditure  has  increased,  and  is 
now  greatly  in  excess  of  Ijie  income. 
It  must  be  obvious  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  make  a  reduction  of  expen- 
diture in  Borneo  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  that  country.  The  main  expen- 
diture is  incurred  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  police  force,  and,  if  you  largely 
reduce  that  police  force,  you  run  the 
risk  of  depriving  the  planters  and  their 
property,  of  that  protection  which  it  is 
the  first  duty  of  a  Government  to  afford. 
In  view  of  the  financial  difficulties, 
which  I  think  I  have  sufficiently  indi- 
cated, it  seems  to  me  that  at  no 
distant  date  it  may  be  necessary 
for  the  Imperial  Government  to 
step  in.  My  Lords,  I  would  venture 
to  say  that,  if  that  step  should  some 
day  be  taken,  it  would  not  be  a  mis- 
fortune for  Borneo.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  Qovemment  must  in  many 

3  Y  3 

Digitized  by 


1811  NffTth 

Departments  be  much  more  efiicient 
under  the  Crown  than  under  any  Com- 
mercial Company.  I  will  illustrate 
tiiis  position  by  one  or  two  practical 
examples.  For  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order  in  North  Borneo  a  Sikh 
police  force  '  under  English  officers 
IS  kept  up.  The  Sikh  police 
force  is  recruited  from  retired 
soldiers  from  the  Indian  Army.  It 
must  be  evident  that  a  Commercial 
Company  can  have  no  advantages  for 
organising  such  a  force  as  I  have 
described.  If  you  turn  to  the  Civil 
Government,  it  must  be  clear  that  a 
service  under  the  Crown  has  more 
prestige  and  attractions  in  many  ways 
than  can  be  ofifered  by  a. private  com- 
pany. The  Crown  oflfers  a  wider  field ; 
it  offers  better  prospects  of  promotion. 
The  Government  can  give  pensions. 
A  Commercial  Company,  not  sure  of  its 
future,  cannot  do  so ;  and,  unless  you 
give  pensions,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
constitute  a  permanent  Civil  Service 
animated  by  a  thoroughly  loyal 
spirit.  My  Lords,  I  have  had  more 
opportunities  than  fall  to  the  lot  of 
most  men  of  seeing  the  members  of  our 
Colonial  Service  at  their  work,  and  I 
desire  to  bear  my  hearty  testimony  to 
the  efficiency  and  the  zeal  and  the 
patriotism  with  which  they  discharge 
their  duties  in  distant  places,  very  far 
away  from  public  observation  ;  and  I 
can  desire  nothing  better  for  North 
Borneo  than  that  it  should  be  com- 
mitted to  their  care.  I  feel  confident 
that,  if  Borneo  should  ultimately  be 
placed  under  the  direct  authority  of  the 
Grown,  the  progress  will  be  more  rapid, 
planters  will  feel  more  oonfidenoe,  and 
railways  and  other  public  works,  which 
are  necessary  for  ^e  development  of 
the  country,  will  be  more  readuy  under- 
taken. My  Lords,  whenever  the  time 
arrives  when,  in  the  judgment  of 
ihe  Government,  it  is  proper  that  they 
should  step  in,  as  I  have  suggested  they 
should,  and  take  a  general  control  over 
North  Borneo,  various  plans  will  have 
to  be  considered.  It  might  possibly 
be  easily  arranged  that  a  Deputy 
Governor  or  Besident  Administrator 
should  be  appointed  in  that  country, 
acting  imder  the  supervision  of  the 
Governor  of  the  Straits  Settlements, 
and  charged  with  the  collection  of 
revenue  and  the  maintenance  of  order. 
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It  is  quite  clear  that  a  Besident  Officer 
of  the  Crown  would  be  better  able  to 
deal  with  the  local  requirements  than 
a  Board  of  Directors  consisting  of 
busy  men  sitting  in  London,  and 
unable  to  visit  the  countries  over 
which  they  have  no  control.  If 
North  Borneo  should  hereafter  be 
treated  as  a  Crown  Colony,  the  North 
Borneo  Company  might  be  kept  alive 
as  a  land-owning  company,  and,  by 
gradual  sdles  of  land,  they  might  be 
able  to  repay  to  the  shareholders  the 
sums  of  money  they  have  advanced 
imder  the  encouragement  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  for  a  great  public  object. 
Under  any  arrangement  that  is  made,  I 
feel  sure  that  those  who  have  sup- 
ported the  North  Bom«>  Company, 
under  the  encouragement  of  a  Boyal 
Charter,  would  find  their  claims  duly 
and  properly  considered.  Another 
alternative  that  suggests  itself  would 
be  an  extension  of  the  control,  now 
exercised  by  Kajah  Brooke  over 
Sarawak,  over  the  whole  of  North 
Borneo.  Sarawak  is  an  admirable 
example  of  what  can  be  accomphshed 
in  substituting  order  for  anarchy,  and 
civilisation  for  barbarism,  by  a  single 
En^ish  family  unaided  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  working  with  a  free  hand. 
But  the  objections  to  giving  that  in- 
creased responsibility  to  Bajah  Brooke, 
or  any  individual,  are  obvious — you 
place  vast  territories  under  the  control 
of  one  man,  who  may  or  may  not  have 
a  competent  successor.  There  is  a 
third  and  last  alternative  which  1 
would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Government.  Itr  is  one  that  seems 
to  me  the  preferable  solution.  It 
would  be  that  a  comprehensive  plan 
should  be  devised  under  which  the 
territories  of  the  North  Borneo  Com- 
pany, Sarawak — should  the  Bajah  con- 
sent— the  protected  States  of  the 
Malay  Archipelago,  and  the  Straits 
Settlements,  should  be  combined  into 
one  large  colony.  In  some  of  these 
protected  States,  which  are  more 
advanced,  there  is  a  surplus ;  in 
others,  which  are  less  a!dvanced, 
there  is  a  deficit.  The  total 
revenues  now  raised  from  the  territories 
I  have  mentioned  amount  to  £1,500,000 
a  year.  With  such  a  large  revenue  it 
is  plain  that  great  things  might  be 
done.  Itwould  be  possible  to  relieve  the 
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British  taxpayer  of  any  further  charge 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  coaling 
station  at  Singapore  ;  the  native  terri- 
tories might  be  more  rapidly  developed 
than  at  present ;  mines,  \rhich  are  now 
neglected  in  these  native  territories, 
might  be  worked ;  the  Colony  of  the 
Straits  Settlements,  which  now  prac- 
tically consists  of  two  sea  ports,  being 
extended  to  the  mainland,  might  pro- 
bably, at  no  distant  date,  be  connected  by 
a  railway  with  our  great  Indian  Empire. 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  acknowledge 
that  I  owe  the  suggestion  which  I  have 
ventured  to  place  before  your  Lord- 
ships, largely,  to  Mr.  Crocker,  a  gentle- 
man whom  I  had  the  honour  of  con- 
veying to  Borneo  at  the  time  he  was 
temporarily  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  uie  duties  of  Governor  of  Korth 
Borneo,  and  whose  long  service  under 
Eajah  Brooke,  and  now  under  the 
North  Borneo  Company,  make  him  an 
exceedingly  competent  authority.  I  may 
Uige  that  the  suggestion  that  I  have 
made,  for  the  adoption  of  a  compre- 
hensive plan  for  dealing  with  the 
countries  which  I  have  brought  before 
your  Lordships'  notice,  is  in  harmony 
with  the  process  of  grouping  and 
federation  which  of  late  years  we  have 
adopted  in  various  parts  of  the  Empire 
— certainly  to  the  local  advantage,  and 
greatly  for  the  promotion  of  good 
relations  between  the  mother  country 
and  all  parts  of  the  Empire.  In  con- 
clusion I  would  submit  to  your  Lord- 
ships that,  sooner  or  later,  it  may  be- 
come necessary,  and  I  think  it  is 
already  desirable,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  exercise  a  more  direct 
authority  over  North  Borneo.  With  or 
without  Imperial  control,  it  is  clear 
that  the  Imperial  Grovemment  never 
can  be  absolved  from  responsibility  for 
the  good  government  of  territories  over 
which  it  permits  the  British  Flag  to 
wave. 

•Lord  ELPHINSTONE  :  Before  the 
noble  Lord  answers  for  the  Govern- 
ment I,  as  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
British  North  Borneo  Company,  would 
like  to  give  a  brief  narrative  of  what 
the  Company  has  done,  and  also  at  the 
Bome  time  to  call  your  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  the  country  now, 
as  compared  with  what  it  was  previous 
to  the  year  1881,  when,  by  the  grant 
of  a  Royal  Charter,  we  assumed  all  the 
rights  over  a  territory  of  131,000  square 


miles,  with  a  seaboard  of  nine  hundi'ed 
miles,  and  with  a  population  estimated 
at  150,000—1  say  estimated  at  150,000, 
because,  although  we  have  endeavoured 
by  a  census  to  arrive  at  what  the  popu- 
lation really  is,  there  has  been  so  much 
.difficulty  in  uunibering  the  scattered 
tribes  in  the  interior  that  we  are  obliged 
to  take  a  rough  estimate.   My  Lords, 
when  I  first  visited  the  country  over 
forty  years  ago  the  greater  part  of  the 
country,  so  far  as  we  could  see  from 
the  rivers  which   we  went  up,  was 
covered  with  a  dense  forest,  and,  as  I 
have  good  reason  to  remember,  an 
almost  impenetrable  jungle,  liiere 
was  no  industry,  no  trade,  no  revenue ; 
slavery  and  kidnapping  were  rampant ; 
there  was  no  security  for  life  or  pro- 
perty ;  and,  to  put  the  whole  thing  in 
three  words,  "Mi^twas  right."  On 
the  east   coast,  where  our  seat  of 
government  now  is,  the  population  was 
eparse,    and    the    settlements  very 
scattered ;  and  this  was  due  entirely 
to  the  dread  of  the  ravages  of  pirates 
by  sea  and  to  the  very  natural  dread 
of  head-hunters  on  shore.    I  think  it 
is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  every 
;  man  living  on  or  near  the  coast  was  a 
pirate  at  heart,  and,  whenever  he  had 
an  opportunity,  he  was  a  pirate  indeed ; 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
a  strong  piratical  stockade,  and  dis- 
persing a  band  of  pirates,  that  the  ship, 
to  which  I  then  belonged,  was  sent  to 
the  north  east  coast  of  what  is  now 
British  territory.    The  last  piratical 
raid  upon  our  coast  was  in  1879,  when 
the  Balagnini  tribe  carried  off  or  mur* 
dered  sixty-five  of  the  Bajans  or  Sea 
Gipsies  —  a    wandering    race  living 
entirely  in  boats  upon  the  sea  shore. 
I  referred  to  the  fear  and  dread  of 
head-hunters.    I  do  not  know  whether 
your  Lordships  know  about  them.  They 
are  what  one  might  call  the  "  Braves  " ; 
they    were    supposed   to   be  brave 
men,  and  at  any  rate  they  considered 
themselves  so  ;  but  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  agree  with  me  that  a  more 
cruel,  cool-blooded,  cowardly  system 
of  murder  among  any  class  of  people 
never  existed.    Originally  it  was  the 
custom  to  take  the  heads  of  their  ene- 
mies who  were  killed  in  battle,  and 
these  were  kept  as  trophies ;  but  gradu- 
ally it  came  to  be  considered  as  the 
correct  thing  that  a  man  should  be  in 
possession  of  a  ceitain^y  oiujibertiQf 
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heads.   It  is  said,  and  I  believe  with 
truth,  that  the  success  of  a  young  m&n, 
aspiriiu;  to  the  hand  of  a  dusky  maiden, 
depended  upon  his  being  in  possession 
of  one  or  more  heads.   And  the  victims 
might  be  members  of  a  friendly  tribe, 
or  might  be  his  personal  friends.  They 
were  taken  by  treachery  and  ambush — 
it  might  be  man,  woman  or  child — a 
head  was  a  head,  and  a  bead  had  to  be 
taken.    Only  a  few  years  ago  many 
of  the  houses,  or  huts,  were  ornamented 
with  a  string  of  heads  hung  up  round 
about  them ;  and  it  even  went  so  far 
that  there  would  be    a  periodical 
balance  of  accounts  between  tribes ; 
the  number  of  heads  taken  or  lost  would 
be  counted ;  and,  if  any  deficiency 
were  found  upon    the  part  of  the 
stronger  tribe,  that  deficiency  was  very 
soon  made  up.    That  was  only  one  of 
the  difficulties  of  old  customs  that  we 
had  to  contend  with.     There  was 
another  custom,  even  more  ghastly, 
and  that  was  the  custom  of  human 
sacrifice.     The  object  of  this  human 
sacrifice  was  to  enable  the  living  to 
send  messages  to  their  dead  friends  or 
relatives ;  and  for  this  purpose  they 
would  take  a  slave,  bind  him,  and  after 
certain  religious  ceremonies  had  been 
gone  through,  one  atber  the  other  stuck 
a  spear  into  him  an  inch  or  two — not 
to  kill  him — and  at  the  same  time 
give  him  a  message  to  a  dead  friend. 
This  went  on  till  the  victim  died  of 
severe  wounds,  freighted  with  messages 
which  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
he  never  delivered.    That  custom  still 
goes   on — not   in  our  country,  but 
further  south.    There  the  custom  is, 
if  the  people  vnsh  to  send  a  message  to 
a  dead  friend,  that  they  club  together 
and  bay  a  slave,  and,  after  the  religious 
ceremonies  are  gone  through,  they  all 
t^ether  thrust  their  spears  into  him, 
giving himamessagefor thedead.  That 
at  any  rate  has  the  advantage  of  being  in- 
stantaneous death;  whereas  the  old 
custom  was  what  I  might  describe  as  slow 
torture.    .That  was  the  state  of  the 
country  up  to  not  long  before  the  grant 
of  the  Royal  Charter.    In  our  country, 
as  in    Sarawak,  all   these  horrible 

CBtices  are  put  an  end  to ;  order 
been  established;  slavery  and 
kidnapping  are  very  rapidly  being 
abolished  ;  religion  is  being  attended  to 
— we  have  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  missions,  with  churches  and 
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schools ;    650,000   acres   have  been 
leased  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco ; 
a  trade  in  timber  with  China  and 
Australia  has  sprang  up.    That  trade 
generally  is  also  increasing  is  shown  by 
the  shipping   returns,  which  show 
that  in  1890  67,000  tons  entered  our 
ports,  and  65,000  tons  were  cleared 
outwards.    Then,  my  Lords,  I  turn  to 
our   revenue  —  our   revenue  proper. 
The  noble  Lord  says  that  our  revenue 
is  decreasing  and  that  bankruptcy  is 
looking  us  in  the  face.     Our  revenue 
proper,  that  is  without  the  sale  of  land, 
is  rapidly  on  the  increase.  In  1885  the 
revenue  proper  was  £22,000 ;  in  1890 
it  was  over  £60,000 ;  and  in  1891  it 
amounted  to  over  £71,000.    The  noble 
Lord,  in  referring  to  the  decrease  in 
our  revenue,  has,  I  tfaii^,  fallen  into 
this  error :  that  he  has  called  the  money, 
derived  by  the  sale  of  land  for  tobacco 
and  other  cultivation,  revenue  proper. 
That,   my  Lords,    is    necessarily  a 
very  .fluctuating    revenue,    and  we 
do    not    call    it    revenue  proper. 
To  show  you  how  it  does  fluctuate, 
I    may   state   that    in     1888  the 
land    sales    amounted   to  £49,000; 
in   1889  to  £51,000  ;    in    1890  to 
£44,000 ;  and  in  1891  to  £1,500.  As 
I  say,  our  revenue  is  increasing,  and 
has  increased  between  the  years  1890-91 
by  -over  £11,000 ;   and  that,  I  must 
point  out,  without  any  assistance  from 
the  Government ;  we  have  asked  for 
nothing  and  we  have  received  nothing. 
On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  said,  and  it 
is  said  by  some,  that  we  have  rendered 
assistance    to  the    Government  by 
having    relieved    them    from  the 
administration    of    the    Island  of 
Labuan  which  was  a  source  of  trouble. 
In  one  way,  my  Lords,  the  Govern* 
ment  may  help  us — I  do  not  say  whe- 
ther they  will,  but  they  could  very 
materially — and  that  is  by  assisting 
us  in  the  construction  of  a '  railway 
across  the  country.    A  railway  is  ven" 
much  needed  to  open  up  the  country. 
In  that  way  the  Government  could 
assist  us,  somewhat  in  the  manner  as 
it  has  been  proposed  to  assist  tin; 
British  Bast  Airica  Company.  Then, 
again,  as  1  have  described,  the  native- 
formerly  had  no  security  for  life  or 
property— tbey  had  no  protection— 
whereas  now,  under  our  rule,  tliev 
follow  their  avocations  in  peace  anil 
safety ;  theX)i||^t,  they  oo^t  jungle 
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produce,  they  coUeet   edible  birds' 
nests,  gutta-peroha,  and  pearls,  and 
they  also  cultivate  s^o,  pepper,  and 
small  quantities  of  tobacco.  Then 
again  gold  is  found,  not  in  any  great 
quantity  yet,  but  it  is  found  in  the  beds 
■of  some  of  the  rivers  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  enable  the  Chinamen  to  make  a 
livisg  of  four  shilUngs  a  day ;  and  I 
have  not  the  sUghtest  doubt  that  some 
day  we  shall  find  the  matrix,  and  that  it 
wiU  become  a  profitable  industry.  And 
'  coal  we  know  exists  in  some  parts  of 
the  country.  My  Lords,  I  quite  think, 
with  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  that  the 
time  may  and  will  come  when  the 
Imperial  Government    will  be  con- 
strained to  take  over  the  administra- 
-tioa  of  North  Borneo.    I  think  so  on 
.account    of    its    geographical  and 
■strategic  position,  within  a  thousand 
iniles  of  Singapore,  and  situated  in  a 
•direct  line— almost  midway — between 
Australia  and  Hong  Kong,' with  some 
of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world 
round  the  coast,  and  especially  the 
•  east  eoast.   Whether  the  district  could 
•be  administered  more  ecpnomically 
under  Imperial  than  under  company 
rule  is,  I  think,  open  to  question. 
'  There  is  no  douht,  as  the  noble  Lord 
has  pointed  out,  that  Imperial  Go- 
vernment   has    many  advantages — 
necessarily  so-^that  as  a  company  we 
•cannot  possess.    But,  if  a  comparison 
■1)6  instituted  with  the  progress  of  any 
modern  Colony,  British  or  foreign,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  is  not  one 
which  can  show  such  good  resuhs  in  so 
short  a  time,  and,  at  so  little  cost.  My 
Lords,  I  confess  I  doubt  whether  the 
suggestions  shadowed  forth  by  my 
noble  Friend  would  altogether  recom- 
mend themselves  to  the  shareholders, 
unless,  of  course,  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  deal  with  us  on  vary 
liberal  terms.    The  shareholders  have 
waited  patiently  for  the  rewarf  which 
•they  have  every  reason  to  hope  will  be 
theurs  at  no  distant  date,  and,  unless 
they  were  very  liberally  dealt  with,  I 
'think  they  would  hesitate  to  abandon 
the  prospect  which  they  have  kept 
steadily  in  view  for  so  long.    I  admit 
that,  so  far,  the  venture  is  not  a  financial 
success.    Our  expenditure  exceeds  in 
a  measnre  our  {oresent  revenue  ;  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  su^ose  that  that 
will  go  on ;  on  the  contrary  we  are  able 
■to  make  very  large  reductions  which 


will  at  any  rate  balance  them.  We 

have  had,  with  all  our  difficulty,  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling,  and  I  think 
we  may  take  a  pEurdonable  pride  in 
feeling,  that  we  have  been  laying  the 
foimdation  of  what  promises  to  become 
a  thriving  and  prosperous  Colony  of 
the  British  Crown. 
*LoBD  KNUTSFOED  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Lord  who  first  spoke  drew 
a  somewhat  gloomy  picture  of  the 
Company's  position ;  the  parts  in 
shadow  were  very  largely  predonunant 
over  the  parts  in  light ;  but  another 
painter  has  been  at  work  since 
then,  and  has  thrown  in  a  few  lights, 
and  certainly  has  made  it  a  more 
agreeable  picture  to  look  upon  than  it 
was  when  it  left  the  hands  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  I  would  observe  that  to 
my  mind  it  is  not  at  all  clear  how  the 
state  of  things  would  be  improved  if 
this  territory  were  made  a  Grown 
Colony,  unless  indeed  at  the  expense  of 
the  British  people,  by  grants  in  aid 
and  loans,  and  in  other  ways  by  which 
money  is  drawn  from  the  pocket  of  the 
British  taxpayer.  A  colonial  admini- 
stration, though  it  may  have  a  con- 
siderably greater  prestige  than  the 
administration  of  a  company,  could  not 
certainly  be  more  cheaply  or  more 
economically  carried  on.  The  great 
complaint  against  colonial  govern- 
ment is  that  the  staff  which  the 
Governor  or  the  administrator  has  is 
always  in  excess  of  what  the  colonists 
think  necessary,  and  they  look  upon 
the  staff  bf  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment as  a  happy  home  for  EugUshmen. 
I  do  not  really  believe  that  it  would 
be  possible,  merely  because  a  Colonial 
Government  would  be  able  more  easily 
to  engage  Sikhs  perhaps  for  the  police, 
for  a  Colonial  Government  to  be  ad- 
ministered more  cheaply  and  economi- 
cally than  that  of  a  company.  The 
territory  has  already  been  placed,  as 
your  liordships  are  probably  aware, 
under  Her  Majesty's  protection  by  an 
Agreement  made  on  the  12th  May 
1888  ;  so  that  as  regards  any  outward 
attack  the  Company  are  well  secured, 
and  it  would  be  in  no  better  position  if 
the  territory  were  turned  into  a  colony. 
The  revenue  that  is  derived  from  duties 
and  taxes  could  not  be  diminished, 
unless  indeed,  as  I  said  before,  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  taxpayer,  or 
unless  thenoble  fed  oP^^fe*™ 
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that  a  ColoDial  administration  is  abso- 
lutely cheaper  and  more  economical 
than  the  administration  of  a  Company. 
My  Lords,  I  have  ventm-ed  to  throw 
out  these  su^estions ;  but,  so  far  as 
regards  the  question  really  put  before 
us  by  tiie  noble  Lord,  I  wotdd  submit 
that  it  is  not  ripe  for  ccHisideration.  It 
has  been  stated  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
followed  that  the  Company  have  not 
sought  to  put  an  end  to  the  Agree- 
ment of  1888,  by  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  bound  not  to  interfere 
in  the  administration  of  the  Company, 
except  so  far  as  is  provided  by  the 
Charter.  If  the  Company  desire  to 
raise  this  question  they  will  of 
course  do  so  in  an  official  form , 
with  full  particulars  of  their  posi- 
tion, and  with  a  statement  of  the 
financial  conditions  which  they  are 
ready  and  prepared  to  meet.  Then 
due  consideration  will,  of  course,  be 
given  to  a  statement  of  that  kind. 
What  the  result  of  such  consideration 
would  be  I  am  certainly  not  in  a 
position  to  say ;  nor  would  it  in  my 
opinion  serve  any  good  purpose  now  to 
disouBS  any  of  the  other  plans  which 
have  been  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  for  getting  rid  of  the  Com- 
pany. !From  what  he  has  said  I  do  not 
think  that  he  has  sufficiently  appre- 
ciated the  difficulties  that  would 
necessarily  follow  upon  any  of  the 
changes  he  has  suggested. 

THE  CASE  OF  EMILY  WILLIAMS. 

QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

•Lord  SANDHURST:  My  Lords, 
I  have  brought  forward  the  question 
which  stands  in  my  name  on  the  Paper 
of  your  Lordships'  House,  owing 
to  the  very  great  interest  which  is 
taken  in  the  subject  in  the  diBtrict 
of  Fulham,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  strongly  support  the  petition  for 
inquiry  into  the  case  from  the  district, 
and  also  because  of  the  danger  which 
I  think  may  occur  to  the  successful 
working  of  the  prevention  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Act  of  1891.  And 
what  I  am  about  to  say  to  the  House 
I  have  taken  from  the  local  Press 
where  the  case  is  reported  verbatim. 
In  regard  to  part  of  the  question  that 
I  have  put  down,  I  have  already  got  an 
mswer,  owing  to  the  courtesy  of  the 

^wmanent  Secretary  of  the  Local  Go- 
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vemment  Board  ;   but  I  wish  to  call 
particular  attention  to  the  severe  fine- 
which  was  inflicted,  and  the  comments 
of  the  Magistrate  when  inflicting  it  ; . 
and  also  to  lay  before  the  Home  Office - 
whether  they  consider  it  is  advisable 
that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,, 
with  a  population  of  90,000  to  look 
after,  should  engage  in  private  practice.. 
In  regard  to  this  case  I  found  it  ont 
because  I  visited  the  hospital  where 
this  child  was  taken  in,  find,  having 
ascertained  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  the  matter  with  her  wiien  she- 
was  taken  by  the  Magistrate's  order  to* 
the  Fever  Hospital,  I  went  as  rapidly 
as  I  could  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  Office  to  try  and  ensure  the 
isolation  of  this  child..  I  a^  went  to 
the  Home  Office  and  laid*  the  matter 
before  the  Permanent  Secretary,  and  I 
am  extremely  glad  to  say  that  I  have 
had  a  communication  from  the  Perma- 
nent Secretary  of  the  Home  Office 
saying  that  while  Mr.  Matthews,  the 
Home  Secretary,  considers  that 

"The  action  of  Dr.  Cooney  antf  Dr.  Bruoo- 
in  a  case  peritapn  of  (RfBcalt  mmI  doublCiil. 
diagDOBis  does  not  appear  t*  hin  open  to* 

critioiBm  " — 

and  I  may  say  at  once  that  1  have- 
no  intention  of  criticising  the  diagnoeis 
of  these  gentlemen — 

"yet,  looking  to  the  evidence  Babeeqaeiitly 
produced  before  the  Magistrate,  and  to  th»- 
(aot  that  on  Sth  June  the  child  was  removed- 
from  her  mother's  house  to  the  Middleux 
Hospital,  and  that  the  requirements  of  the- 
Publio  Health  Act  were  there  by  practically 
satisfied,  he  has  thought  it  right  to  advise  Her- 
Majesty  to  remit  the  [leualfy  and  cmIb  in  thia> 
case." 

That  I  think  is  a  very  satisfaietory  and' 
just  conclusion  for  the  Home  Secre- 
tary to  come  to,  if  I  may  presuoue  to- 
say  so.  My  Lords,  the  facts  of  this- 
case  are  as  follows : — On  th»  19feh 
May  the  parish  doctor  was  called 
in  to  see  the  child,  Emily  Yniliams;. 
he  considerad  that  she  wa»  BofTering 
from  scarlet  fever  and  gave  an  order  for 
her  admission  into  the  Fever  Hospital  ; 
that  was  not  an  order  from  the  magis- 
trate, but  merely  one  ensorrng  her 
admission  when  the  child  was  sent 
there.  But  half  an  hour  alter  this- 
parish  doctor  had  made  the-  examina- 
tion of  this  child,  whicdi  I  onderstanct 
was  rather  a  cursory  onev  anotfaer* 
doctor  was  called  in  who  certified  tfaat- 
she  bad  no  symptom  wb^;^ej;.of  spadat 
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fever ;  and  the  mother,  under  the 
oircumstanceB,  when  the  ambulance 
came  for  this  child,  refused  to  let  her 
go.  About  fourteen  days  later  this 
child  was  again  seen  by  three  medical 
men,  Mr.  Cooney,  the  Medical  OflBcer 
of  Health ;  Mr.  Wells,  the  Public 
Vaccinator  and  Workhouse  doctor ; 
and  Mr.  Bruce,  of  the  Fever  Hos- 
pital ;  •  and  these  three  gentlemen, 
all  officials,  concurred  in  the  idea 
that  the  child  had  scarlet  fever.  I 
might  say  that  one  medical  man,  Dr. 
Clarke,  had  had  chai^  of  this  child  for 
a  period  of  ten  days,  and  had  left  her 
convalescent  after  some  trifling  ailment, 
and  was  perfectly  certain  that  she  had 
no  traca  of  scarlet  fever.  The  Medicil 
Officer  of  Health  nevertheless  applie.l, 
on  a  certificate,  signed  by  himself  and 
his  official  colleagues,  to  the  Magistrate 
for  an  order  to  convey  this  child  to  the 
West  Lond(m  Fever  Hospital.  In  the 
meantime  one  of  these  gentlemen  who 
did  not  think  the  child  was  suffering 
from  scarlet  fever  telegraphed  to  the 
well-known  expert,  Dr.  Cayley,  to  come 
and  see  tbe  child,  and  I  might  mention 
parenthetically  that  Dr.  Cayley,  upon 
whom  the  Magistrate  afterwards  cast 
very  severe  aspersions,  is  a  distin- 
gnished  expert  in  fevers.  He  went 
down  to  see  this  case  out  of  pure 
philanthropy,  and  had  no  intention  or 
expectation  of  receiving  any  fee.  He 
also  saw  the  child,  and  came  to  a  very 
strong  conclusion  that  there  were  no 
symptoms  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  case. 
He  was  applied  to  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  done,  and  he  remarked  that  under 
the  circumstances  he  could  not  recom- 
mend the  child  going  to  the  fever 
hospital ;  but  that  the  best  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  would  be  that  she  should 
be  taken  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 
where  he  was  consulting  physician, 
and  placed  under  his  care,  and'where, 
if  the  case  proved  to  be  scarlet  fever, 
and  to  which  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  there  was  no  scarlet  fever, 
she  could  be  isolated.  I  should  just  like 
to  read  a  note  which  Dr.  Cayley  wrote 
to  the  admitting  officer  at  the  Hospital, 
because  of  the  remarks  of  the  Magis- 
trate.   He  says — 

"I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  take 
the  child  in  uader  me.  There  is  a  locaJ  dispute 
M  to  whether  it  is  scarlatina,  and  if  tt  is 
not  admitted  into  the  workhouse  it  will  be 
lent  to  one  of  the  ABylum  Board  Ho8{dtaIs. 
I  am  Batlsfled  it  has  not  got  soariatina." 


Of  course  it  must  occur  in  a  general 
hospital  sometimes  that  a  patient  is 
taken  in  ailing  from   stwuething  or 
another  which  may  eventually  become 
scarlet  fever ;  but  there  is  provision 
made  in  these  hospitals  that,  as  soon, 
as  anything  of  the  kind  occurs,  the 
patient  is  isolated;  communication  is. 
made  with  the  London  Fever  Hospitali 
where  patients  pay  for  their  treat- 
ment, and  the  organisation  of  that 
institution  is  very  good ;  an  ambolance- 
is  rapidly  at  the  door  of  tbe  place  from^ 
which  the  communication  has  come,, 
and  probably  in  an  hour  or  so  the- 
patient  is  in  the  hospital.    This  child' 
was  under  the    supervision   in  the 
Middlesex  Hospital  of  Dr.  Cayley  and' 
his  assistant  house  physician,  the  latter 
of  whom  watches  the  cases  during 
the  former's  absence,  and  also  under- 
the  care  of  another  officer  called  the^ 
resident  medical  officer,  a  man  o 
considerable    experience.'    But  Dr.. 
Cayley  did  not  rest  there.    He  sent 
to  the  Fever  Hospital  for  tbe  principal 
physician,  a  certain  Dr.  Phillips,  who- 
came  to  the  conclusion,  as  Dr.  Cayley 
did,  that  there  was  no  symptom  of 
scarlet  fever.     I  do  not  of  course 
defend  the  mother  for  evading  tbia 
Magistrate's  order  ;  but  there  is  ample- 
evidence  in  the  case  that  the  child,, 
when  taken  away,  was  as  well  as  any 
one  of  your    Lordshits  is   at  this- 
moment.   And  your  Lordships  will 
find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  an  officer- 
was  sent  to  that  hospital  who  carried 
that  child  away  to  the  fever  hospital,, 
where  she  is  at  this  moment  located. 
Then,  in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Magistrate,  he  first  of   all  charac- 
terised that  letter  which  I  have  read 
from  Dr.  Cayley,  as  stating  what  wae- 
very  far  short  of  the  case ;  and  he 
doubted  Dr.  Cayley's  honesty  and  his 
motives  in  attending  this  case.    I  do 
not  think  Dr.  Galley's  repntaticHi  is 
likely  to  suffer  owmg  to  what  I  must 
term  the  intemperate  remarks  of  the 
Police  Magistrate,  who  appeared  to  be- 
suffering  from  some   irritation ;  but, 
as  the    Police    Magistrate  said  he 
should    like     to    know    what  the 
hospital  authorities   would  say,  and 
what    the    public    who  subscribe' 
to  the  hospital  would  say,  and  what 
course  the  College  of  Physicians  would 
take — I  may  say  that  I  was  not  myself 
present  at  the  n^|^,^jjig^@g,(g^fje. 
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Board  of  that  charity — but  they  im- 
mediately passed  a  vote  of  confidence 
in  Dr.  Cayley ;  and  as  regards  the 
admission  of  the  case,  I  should  be 
glad  to  defend  his  conduct  against 

■  any  body  of  ^  subscribers  who  might 

■  be  called  together.  And,  more  than 
that,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  the  distinguished  Presi- 

■  dent  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, Sir  Andrew  Clarke,  and  he 
says  that  Dr.  Cayley  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  Fellows  of  the 

'Colteige,  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  cases  of  fever 
that  exists  in  London.  In  regard  to 
the  absolute  legality  of  the  action  of 

■the  Magistrate  I  should  like  to  call  to 
the  attention  of  the  Home  Office  that 
the  Act  provides  that,  where  there  is 
not  means  of  isolation  in  a  house,  a 

.  child  or  patient  may  be  removed  by  the 
order  of  a  M-agistrate  ;  but  this  patient 
was  in  a  hospital  where,  as  I  have 
said  there  are  means  of  isolation,  and 
the  patient  could  be  well  treated,  in 
fact  as  well  treated  as  if  she  was  in  the 
fever  hospital  itself.  To  that  point  I 
invite  the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  will  reply  to  the  question.  As 
regards  isolation  in  a  doubtful  case,  I 
went  to  see  the  Permanent  Secretary 

■  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
he  was  good  enough  to  make  a  special 

■  communication,  that  this  child  should 
be  isolated,  and  Dr.  Brydges,  the 
Medical  Superintendent,  informed  nie 
that  every  care  had  been  taken  already, 

.before  my  notice  went  to  the  Local 
ttovemment  Board,  and  that  every- 
thing as  regards  isolation  was  satis- 
factory in  that  respect.  Further, 
in  regai'd  to  this  Act,  the' Magistrate 
said  that  in  future  he  should  grant 
these  orders  on  the  certificate  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  without 
allowing  any  discussion  whatever. 
Now  the  Act  says  that  on  the  certificate 
of  any  duly  qualified  practitioner  an 
order  may  be  granted.  But,  my  Lords, 
does  not  that  seem  a  tremendous 
power  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  will 
virtually  issue  all  these  orders  himself '? 
And,  considering  the  very  large  popula- 
tion that  this  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  is  also  the  parish  doctor,  has  to 
superintend,  which  really  means  that 
he  has   to  do   with    a  population 

•considerably    over    90,000,     I  do 

Lord  Sandhurst 


ask  yoiu:  Lordships  whether  it  is 
advisable  that  the  Medical  Ofiicer 
Health  should  continue  in  private 
practice  as  well.  What  I  very  much 
fear  is  that,  if  some  very  careful  inquiry, 
for  which  I  understand  a  Petition  has 
been  presented  and  very  strougly 
supported,  is  not  made  into  this  caee. 
we  may  succeed  through  the  arbitrary 
action  of  ofQcials,  in  making  this  Act, 
which  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community,  extremely  unpopular 
and  almost  unworkable.  In  support  of 
this  Petition  I  have  thought  it  well  to 
lay  these  facts  before  your  Lordships. 
I  have  taken  everything  I  have  said 
from  the  public  Press  ;  and  I  hope  the 
Home  Office  will  give  serious  attention 
to  the  matter,  which  is  I  think  one  of 
very  great  importance,  and  that  ihu 
inquiry  desired  may  be  instituted. 

-Lord  de  RAMSEY :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Lord  has  put  his  case  so  clearly 
and  so  well,  and  has  stated  the  details 
of  this  sad  case  so  very  fairly,  that  I 
shall  detain  your  Lordships  but  a 
few  minutes.  There  is  hardly  any- 
thing that  the  noble  Lord  has  said,  with 
the  exception  of  the  matter  that  [ 
shall  deal  with  presently  relating  to 
the  Magistrate,  in  which  I  do  not  my- 
self cordially  sympathise  with  him.  My 
Lords,  this  has  been  a  bad  and  certainly 
a  very  sad  case  ;  and  I  think  the  very 
fact  of  the  noble  Lord  having  brought 
it  foi'ward  in  this  temperate  way,  know- 
ing as  we  all  do  that  he  is  chairman 
of  a  hospital,  and  that  a  large  pait  of 
his  time  is  devoted  to  good  works,  will 
do  a  veiy  great  deal  of  good.  With  le- 
gard  to  the  question  that  he  has  asked 
me,  as  regards  the  medicalofficer  takii:g 
private  practice  when  he  has  the  super  - 
vision of  a  very  large  numbei'  of  human 
lives,  I  cannot  off-hand  give  an  opi- 
nion upon  that ;  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  him  upon  the  point ;  and  that 
point,  I  think,  has  not  been  raised  in 
his  question  ;  but  with  regard  to  what 
he  said,  towards  the  close  of  his  re- 
marks, as  to  the  effect  that  the  action 
taken  in  this  matter  may  have  upon 
the  working  of  this  Act,  I  think  he  was 
perfectlyjustified  and  tight  in  what  h  ' 
said.  The  Aot  ot  course  that  he  refei 
to,  and  which  your  Lordships  doubt  • 
less  know,  is  the  Public  Healt  li 
(London)  Act,  1891,  and  if,  as  the  noblt* 
Lord  truly  says,  the  authority  which  i;* 
wielded  by  pu^liot  ..pfficiala  becomes 
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BO  arbitrary  as  to  tear  children  away 
from  their  parents,  the  syinptoins 
in  those  children  being  subject 
to  great  differences  of  opinion  amongst 
doctors,  then  I  say  it  is  only  another 
case  where  it  is  most  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  have  the  supreme  control  of  the 
Home  Office  to  keep  those  oflicials  in 
order.  The  noble  Lord  knows  as  well 
as  I  do,  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  to  be  very  careful  in  this 
matter  as  regards  taking  in  time  any 
cases  of  contagion,  which  may  rapidly 
spread  into  disease  and  cause  a  very 
great  amount  of  misery ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  no  question  about  it 
that  when,  in  this  case,  there  was  a 
very  lai^e  difference  of  opinion  amongst 
most  competent  men  on  both  sides, 
although  I  daresay  the  diagnosis  of  the 
case  may  have  been  difficult,  it  would 
have  been  more  advisable  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  have 
waited  a  little ;  and  especially  with 
such  a  weight  of  evidence  figainst 
the  child  having  scarlet  fever  at 
■alL     My  Lords,  with  regard  to  the 

•  question  which  the  noble  Lord  has  put 
about  the  Magistrate,  I  desire  to  speak 
with  the  utmost  caution.  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  not  had  the  benefit  of 
hearing  the  Magistrate's  views  on  this 

.  case,   as  he  is  away  on    leave  of 
.  absence,  and   therefore  I  am  sure 
■the  noble  Lord  would  not  wish  nie  to 
make  any  remarks  without  our  having 
■been  able  to  hear  what  the  Mi^strnte 
has  to  say.    The  uufoi-tunate  part  of 
this  business  certainly  arose  in  what 
the  noble  Lord  has  called  a  local  dis- 

gute.  It  was  also  of  course  intensified 
y  the  mother's  refusal  to  allow  her 

•  child  to  go;  and,  in  passing  i  would 
say  that  although,  of  course,  the 
mother  behaved  wrongly,  at  the  same 
time  she  behaved  most  naturally ;  and 

>  one  cannot  help  regarding  her  action 
iwith  some  amount  of  sympathy  in  such 
■  a  case  as  this.  My  Lords,  I  think  I 
have  answered  every  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  question  except  one,  and  that  is 
with  regard  to  isolation.  The  noble 
Lord  wishes  to  know  whether  there  is 
■every  means  of  isolation  in  the  West 
London  Fever  Hospital.  That  is  so. 
There  is  every  facility  for  isolation  in 
4hat  Hospital. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  merely  wish  to  make  one  re- 
mark. .1  think  my  noble  Friend  behind 
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me  has  not  at  all  exaggerated  the  im- 
portance   of   this    case.     There  is 

nothing  in  the  world  that  is  more 
dangerous,  and  more  to  be  deprecated, 
than  the  unwise  administration  of 
these  somewhat  arbitrary  laws.  I 
entirely  approve  of  the  laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  health  ;  but,  if 
you  administer  those  laws  in  the  apii'it 
in  which  this  case  was  dealt  with,  you 
will  set  the  whole  population  against 
the  laws,  and  you  will  entirely  Tajl  in 
enforcing  them  at  all.  My  Lords,  the 
point  that  I  do  not  understand  at  all — 
and  I  daresay  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
in  a  position  to  answer-  -is  this  : 
How  could  the  Magistrate  come  to  a  de- 
cision that  the  child  should  be  removed 
from  the  Middlesex  Hospital  where 
there  are  every  means  of  isolation  ?  I 
am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  do  not  pretend 
to  interpret  the  Act;  but  I  am  confi- 
dent, as  a  layman,  that  I  express  the 
opinion  of  everjone  who  knows  that 
Act  when  I  say  that  I  believe  no  one 
ever  for  an  instant  supposed  that  it 
could  be  possible  that  a  child,  who  was 
in  a  house  where  there  was  ample 
powor  of  isolation,  could  by  a  medical 
officer's  order  be  taken  to  a  fever  hos- 
pital. Undoubtedly,  if  there  were 
means  of  isolation  in  a  house  in  whicii  I 
had  a  child  ill,  and  I  was  advised  by 
the  proper  medical  authority  that  there 
was  every  means  of  isolation,  nothing 
would  induce  me  to  comply  with  a 
Magistrate's  order  except  force.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  possible 
ground  there  could  be  for  an  order  to 
remove  this  child  from  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal hospitals  in  this  city,  where 
there  is  ample  means  of  isolation.  I 
maintain  that  the  child  must  have  been 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act.  With  regard  to  the  Magistrate's 
conduct  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord 
that  we  should  fxercise  the  greatest 
caution  in  judging  of  magistrates  doing 
their  duty.  One  can  only  judge  fcom 
the  reports  in  the  newspap^.  But 
this  I  will  say,  that  I  am  extremely 
glad  the  Home  Office  have  remitted  the 
fine ;  and,  if  they  should  find,  as  I 
hope  they  will  not,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Magistrate,  that  he  has  at 
all  acted  in  the  manner  which  the 
newspapers  represent,  I  hope  the  Home 
Office  will,  in  some  way  or  other,  en- 
deavour to  prevent  sfteh^vafdnes  in 
the  future.   Thih^ 'fe^tlliN#lS)cou^ 
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to  anyone  who  is  a  .Tustice  of  the 
Peace  and  has  to  administer  the 
law ;  but  nothing  in  the  world  is  so 
foolish  as  to  deal  with  cases  arbi- 
trarily, and,  where  there  is  a  doubt,  to 
enforce  the  law  against  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  and  with  a  chance  of 
bringing  the  magistrate's  decision  into 
considerable  opprobrium.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Magis- 
trate's explanation  may  be  amply  suf- 
ficient to  clear  him  of  all  blame,  and 
I  only  say  what  I  have  said  upon  the 
supposition  that  it  may  be  possible  to 
explain  what  has  been  reported  in  the 
papers. 

COI^NIAL  STOCK  ACT,  1877,  AMENI>- 
UENT  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

FORGED  TRANSFERS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OP  WINDSOR  BILL. 

Betmrned  from  the  Commons,  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

SHALL   AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  a^eed  to. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)  ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment;  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

GALWAY  INFIRMARY  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

NATIONAL    DEBT  (STOCKHOLDERS' 
RELIEF)  BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
paffiied. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

(No.  2)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
jsassed. 

Tke  Earl  of  Kimberley 


RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 
(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend* 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  To-morrow. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  BILL, 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

C0N80UDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order)  ; 
Committee  n^atived  ;  find  Bill  to  be= 
read  3*  To-morrow. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  Order),  anci 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  (LOAN)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  B 
read  1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read 
2*  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROYISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
without  Amendment,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
To-morrow. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (TRAM. 

WAYS)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill;  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (LONDON)  BILL  [H.L.> 
Betumed  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION  (No.  4)  BILL  [h.!.] 
Beturned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
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BLECTRIC  LiaHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  6)  BILL  [HJ^] 

Betomed  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

PIER   AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  : 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
oonsidered  (aeoording  to  order),  and 
dispensed  with:  Bill  read  3*,  and 
pa^ed. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (Now  7)  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    ( IRELAND ) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7}  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
•  order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
-and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
<order)  :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
-  Committee  negatived :  The  Report  of 
.Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL. 
House  in  C!ommittee  ^according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  witnout  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
•and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVBRNHBNT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  (POOR   LAW)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
■:«nd  Bill  to  be  r«ad  3*  To-morrow. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  8) 
BILL. 

Bead  3"  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  (K>VERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  9) 
BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 
Bead  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed   to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  14)  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL     ORDER    (No.  10) 

BILL. 

Bead  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  (Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

GENERAL    POLICE    AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT   (SCOTLAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (INVERNESS)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole  House  To-morrow. 

MILITARY  LANDS  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  wiUiont  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passaa,  and 
returned  to  the 
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POLICE  BETUBNS  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  LAW  CONSOLI- 
DATION BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

BANES  OP  ENOLANB  AND  IRELAND 

(PAYMENTS)  BILL. 
Bead  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

TECmnCAL    INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

House  adjonmed  at  half  past 
Seven  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Thursda/y,  23rd  June,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


BAND  PLAYING  IN  LIHEBICE. 
Mb.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) 
(for  Mr.  Patrick  O'Bbien,  Monaghan, 
N.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Irwin,  the  Eesident  Magis- 
trate in  Limerick,  dissented  from 
the  decision  of  the  Limerick  Bench  of 
Magistrates  in  regard  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  band  playing  until  the  election 
is  OT^,  the  Government  will  cause 
the  order  of  the  Magistrates  to  be  with- 
drawn? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENBBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
■University) :  I  am  informed  that  the 
Besident  Magistrate  did  not  dissent 
from  the  decision  of  the  Limerick  Bench 
of  Magistrates,  but  he  threw  out  the 
suggestion  that  until  the  election  is 
actually  in  progress  it  might  be  sufficient 
to  prohibit  the  band  &om  playing  on 
Stmday  and  upon  other  days  after 
ni^^tfall.   The  Executive  Govunment 


have  no  power  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  the  Magistrates  in  thia 
matter. 

ELECTION  CONFLICTS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.): 
Having  reference  to  the  same  subject, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  question  of  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  give  notice,  but  which  perhaps 
he  can  answer  off-hand :  WhetliOT^ 
having  in  view  the  possibility  of  con- 
flicts arising  between  rival  political 
parties  in  Ireland  during  the  forth- 
coming Farhamentary  elections,  the 
Government  will  take  special  care  that 
peaceable  citizens  who  desire  to  record 
their  votes  shall  have  all  necessary 
protection  in  doing  so  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  If  my  hon.  Friend 
requires  information  as  to  any  specific 
occasion  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
make  inquiry ;  but,  of  course,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  and  those 
responsible  for  the  peace  of  any  district 
during  the  elections  to  take  care  that- 
the  peace  is  preserved,  and  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  this  duty  will  be  carried 
out. 

SORTING   CLERKS  IN  THE  DUBLIN 

POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  NOLAN  (for  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  if  he  will  explain 
why,  since  the  acceleration  of  the 
day  mails  to  the  North  of  Ireland, 
the  sorting  clerks  of  the  Dublin  Office 
have  been  compelled  to  perform  a  third 
daily  duty,  and  this  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  xmderstanding  under  which  they 
entered  the  Service,  which  was  to  the 
effect  that  their  daily  duty  was  to  be 
performed  in  two  penods  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  this  duty  keeps  the  staff 
practically  on  duty  from  a  very  early 
hour  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the- 
evening,  and  forces  the  majority  of 
them,  who  have  to  live  through  neces- 
sity at  long  distances  from  the  General 
Post  Office,  to  walk  three  hours  a  day 
going  to  and  from  their  duty ;  and  if 
he  will  see  his  way  to  abolish  this  duty 
by  keeping  the  staff  up  to  its  fuU 
strength,  as  it  has  been  considerably 
short  for  a  long  period,  and  by  having 
the  night  mails  disposed  of  in  the 
v^ous  travelling  post-offices,  ^riiioh 
would  meet  the  exigency  which  created 
the  duty  complained  of  ? 
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*Thk  postmaster  general 

(Sir  Jaubs  Febgusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  A  Report  has  been  asked  f9r 
from  Dubhn  upon  the  first  two  para- 
graphs of  the  hon.  Member's  question. 
As  to  the  third  parE^raph,the  mforma- 
tion  in  the  London  Office  shows  that 
there  axe  twenty-six  vacancies  in  the 
staff  of  262  sorting  clerks  at  Dublin 
not  yet  filled  up.  Some  delay  has 
arisen  in  the  re-oonstmction  of  the 
arrangements,  but  a  Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  has  now 
reported,  and  soon  the  staff  will  be 
brought  up  to  its  proper  strength. 

ANNUAL    LEAVE   OP  PRISON 
0FFICEB8. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  in 
reference  to  the  fourteen  days'  annual 
leave  granted  to  the  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  Convict  Prison^  Portland, 
which  leave  is  to  be  taken  under  the 
r^^ations  as  to  one  seven  days  before 
the  Ist  July  in  each  year,  and  as  to 
the  remaining  seven  days  after  the  Ist 
July,  whether  it  was  intended  that 
such  divided  leave  should  be  granted 
to  the  prison  officers  so  far  as  possible 
when  convenient  to  them,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that,  when 
they  were  formerly  allowed  eleven  days' 
leave  of  absence,  such  leave  was  not 
only  granted  without  aj^rtionment 
into  two  halves  as  now^  bat  was 
obtainable  when  most  convenient  to 
the  appHcant  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  It  is 
intended  that  leave  should  be  granted 
when  most  convenient  to  the  officers, 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  ser- 
vice and  the  claims  for  preference  of 
<dioice  among  the  officers  themselves. 
It  was  found  formerly  when  no  system 
was  followed  that  applications  for 
leave  were  made  at  the  same  period  of 
the  year,  with  the  result  that  they 
could  not  all  be  granted.  The  present 
system  has  been  in  force  at  other  con- 
vict prisons,  with  the  result  of  spreading 
the  wave  more  equally  over  the  year. 

ELECTION  PLACARDS  ON  PUBLIC 

BUIIJ>IN6S. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  do  not 
know  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 


answer  a  question  of  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  give  him  notice  :  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  High  Bamet  a 
placard  inviting  the  electors  to  vote 
for  the  local  Conservative  candidate  is 
affixed  to  the  Court  House ;  and  is  that 
consistent  with  the  law  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  answer  the  question  without 
consulting  the  Statutes. 

MOTION, 


ADJOURNMENT— THE  DISSOLUTION, 

Motion  made*  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  this  House,  at  its  rising 
this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next." 
— (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

(3.37.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE 
(Northampton) :  I  do  not  quite  see 
why  we  should  adjourn  to  Monday.  I 
presume  we  have  to  adjourn  over  one 
day  because  we  have  to  wait  for  cer- 
tain Bills  to  come  to  us  from  the 
Lords.  But,  as  I  understand,  the 
House  of  Lords  will  finish  these  BiUs 
on  Friday  ;  consequently  if  we  have  a 
Sitting  on  Saturday,  instead  of  ad- 
journing  from  now  to  Monday,  the 
Dissolution  Councils  could  be  held  on 
Monday,  and  the  Writs  issued  the 
same  day,  and  then  Saturday,  about 
i^ich  day  there  has  been  some  little 
dispute,  wotdd  be  included  in  the  per- 
missible days  on  which  polling  might 
take  place.  Now,  we  fully  understood 
that  as  soon  as  the  necessary  business 
was  disposed  of  the  Dissolution  would 
take  place.  At  the  same  time  we  were 
no  doubt  informed — in  fact,  we  knew 
— that  a  certain  time  would  have 
to  be  allowed  to  the  House  of 
Lords  to  discuss  and  pass  certain 
Bills  sent  up  to  them  from  this  House. 
We  allowed  the  House  of  Lords 
ample  time.  We  passed — think  we 
were  urged  to  do  so — the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill  before  Whitsuntide,  and 
we  anticipated  that  the  House  of  Lords 
would  pass  the  Second  Reading  of 
that  Bill  before  Whitsuntide.  But 
they  did  not  do  that,  and  they  also 
took  two  days  extra  holidays  for  their 
Whitsuntide  Recess  beyond  that  we 
thought  sufficient  for  oniselves, 
although  our  labours  are  more  ex- 
hausting  than  those  of  the  House  of 
Lords.   On  Monday  the^  passed  tho 
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Second  Beading  o(  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill,  and  then  they  absolutely 
■adjourned  it  for  three  days  and  only 
took  the  Bill  in  Committee  on  Friday. 
Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  told  us  to  keep  a  special 
eye  upon  the  House  of  Lords  to  see 
how  long  those  noblemen  sat  each  day, 
and  I  have  kept  an  eye  upon  their  pro- 
ceedings.   On  Monday  they  adjourned 
before  dinner,  at  seven  o'clock.  On 
'Tuesday  they   adjourned  important 
matters  they  had  under  discussion 
shortly  after  seven  o'clock,  and  then 
amased  themselves  for  some  time  dis- 
•oassing  some  question  in  relation  to 
the  Earldom  of  Mar,  which  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  be  of  great  public  interest. 
•On  Wednesday,  of  course,  the  House 
•  of  Lords  does  not  usually  sit ;  but  I 
think  under  the  pressure  of  business, 
and  to  further  the  desire  in  the  country 
for  a  Dissolution  as  early  as  possible, 
they  might  have  stretched  a  point  and 
sat  on    Wednesday,   but  they  did 
Jiot.     But,    Mr.    Speaker,  anxious 
as  the  noble  Lords  seem  to  have 
been    to    adopt    a    dilatory  policy 
in  regard  to  the  Public  Business  of 
the  country,  they  have  not  the  staying 
power  some  of  us  have  in  this  House. 
Do  what  they  would  they  were  unable 
to  extend  what  they  are  pleased  to 
call  their  labours  up  to  Saturday.  So 
it  becomes  clear  they  will  finish  on 
Friday,  and  if  we  have  a  Sitting  on 
Saturday  we  can  have  the  Dissolution 
'  on  Monday.    Gren^ally  speaking,  and 
I  think  almost  always  at  the  end  of  a 
Session,  Saturday  is  taken  to  lexpedite 
business  and  bring  the  Session  to  an 
«nd ;  and  I  must  say  it  seems  some- 
what strange  that   the  Government 
should  now  refuse  a  Saturday  Sitting, 
not  only  to  bring  the  Session  to  a  close 
this  week,  but  to  expedite  the  Dissolu- 
tion.   Yesterday  I  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the    Treasury  whether  he 
would  consider   the   expediency  of 
meeting  on  Saturday  to  finish  the 
business  oi  the  House,  and  the  only 
reason  t  le  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
urge  agL<'i  t  adopting  that  course  was 
that  he  had  given  an  assurance  to  my 
right  hon.   Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
that  the  Dissolution  would  not  take 
place  before  Tuesday.   But,  Sir,  I  am 
authorised  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  to 

Mr.  Lahouehare 


say  that  he  will  entirely  release  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  any  pledge 
he  has  given  on  the  subject.    It  may 
suit  my  right  hon.  FViend  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton,  and  perhaps  othei's 
in  the  House,  that  the  arrangement 
should  not  be  altered  in  connection 
with  the  elections ;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friend    feels    that  he  oiight  not  to 
stand     in    the    way   of    what  he 
considers    the    desire   and  wish  of 
a   great    number   of   electors,  and 
I  need  not  say  that  at  the  present 
moment  we  are  all  anxious  to  please 
the  electors.    Therefore,  perhaps,  it 
will  remove  any  difficulty  the  f^rst 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  may  feel  as  to 
his  having  given  a  pledge,  that  niy 
right  hon.  Friend  entirely  releases  him 
from  it.    We  do  not — and  I  cannot 
nrge  this  too  often — for  a  moment  ask 
that  all  the  elections  shall  take  place  on 
Saturday.    The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  said  that  Saturday  would  be 
a  disfranchising  day,  because  small 
traders  could  not  leave  their  business  to 
vote,  and  Jews  could  not  vote  on  that 
day.   But  the  small  traders  are  in 
the  habit  of  voting  in  the  morning. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  they  can 
and  do  vote  then,  when  they  have 
plenty  of  time,  because  their  business 
does  not  begin  until  the  evening.  As 
regards  Jews,  they,  no  doubt,  are  in 
considerable  numbers  in  some  consti- 
tuencies ;  but  in  other  constituencies 
they  may  be  said  hardly  to  exist  as 
electors.    Where  they  are  in  large 
numbers  the  returning  officer  no  doubt 
will  take  the  fact  into  consideration 
and  appoint  a  day  other  than  Saturday ; 
but  in  other  places  the  returning  officers 
would  comply  with  a  strong  feeling  that 
Saturday  is  the  most  convenient  day 
for  the  great  body  of  the  electors. 
we  want  is  that  Saturday  shall  be  a 
permissible  day    for    polling.  But 
what  do  we  find  ?  That  the  Hoase  of 
Lords  have  gone  out  of  their  way 
to  prevent   Saturday    being  avail- 
able, but  when  the  efforts  of  the 
House  of  Lords   have  faited,  and 
when  Saturday  can  be  inclndjed  in 
the  available  polling  days,  this  recourse 
is  had  to  the  expedient  of  adjourning 
from  Thursday  to  Monday,  and  the 
First  Lord  steps  forward  and  jokingly 
says  he  would  be  happy  to  do  what  is 
desired,  but  he  has  given  a  pledge  he 
must  adhere  to.   I  think  we  ought  to 
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make  this  perfectly  dear  to  the  electors, 
that  a  great  many  of  them  are  to  be 

disfranchised  by  the  action  of  the 
Government.  In  saying  this  I  do  not 
pretend  to  ba  quite  (res  from  Party 
considerations.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
all  electors  are  ready  to  sacrifice  some 
portion  of  their  time  and  even  a  certain 

Sortion  of  their  salaries  to  perform  their 
uty  in  voting,  and  many  of  them  will 
be  the  more  induced  to  do  this  when 
they  detect  what  I  cannot  help  calling 
this  shabby  trick  to  defraud  them  of 
the  constitutional  rights  given  them. 
I  am  glad  to  see  the  Attorney  General 
in  his  place.    I  asked  him  yesterday 
whether  he  confirmed  the  view  of  the 
First  Lord  with  regard  to  the  issue  of 
the  Writs  by  post  on  the  day  of  the 
Dissolution  Council.  I  asked  the  First 
tiord  whether  it  would  be  possible  for 
a  returning  oflicer  to  send  an  accredited 
messenger  to  receive  the  Writ,  and 
the  Attorney  General  confirmed  the 
view  of  the  First  Lord  that  this  could 
not  be  done.    The  Attorney  General 
was  perfectly  right,  butl-haveobtfuned 
an  opinion  on  this  matter  which  per- 
haps the  House  will  allow  me  to  read, 
showing  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable 
with  a  little  goodwill  to  bring  Satur- 
day within  the  polling  days.    This  is 
the  opinion  of  an  ex-Attorney  General 
who  is  unable  to  be  present  to-day,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Hackney  ^Sir  Charles 
Bussell).   He  cites  the  different  Acts 
which  apply,  and  this  is  his  con- 
clusions : — ■ 

"  It  would  appareDily  be  illegal  to  deliver 
the  Writ  to  a  special  mesKnger  who  woald  be 
an  agent  appointed  1^  tbe  Sheriff.  It  must  be 
oooTered  to  the  Sheriff's  office  or  the  GeDeral 
Post  once,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  tbe  officer 
appointed  by  tbe  Lord  ChancAlIor.  The 
Statute,  58  Georae  IIL,  ie  imperative  that  a 
messeoger  of  the  Great  Seal  shall  forthwith — 
n^orthwith  is  underlined] — carry  suoh  of  the 
Writs  as  are  directed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  London 
and  Middlesex  ta  their  respective  offices,  and 
by  the  third  section  this  direction  is  enlarged 
BO  as  to  include  any  Sheriff  who  shall  hold 
office  within  the  Cities  of  London  and  West- 
minster or  iht  Borough  of  Sonthwark,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof.  It  seems  clear, 
therefore,  that  in  all  London,  in  tbe  wide 
sense,  Writs  must  be  delivered  by  the  officer 
performing  the  duty  of  messenger  to  the 
Great  Seal  at  tbe  office  of  the  Sheriffs  on  the 
day  on  which  the  Dtasolution  takes  place," 

I  suppose  the  Attorney  General  accepts 
that? 

VOL.  V.        [FOUBTH  8SBIXS.] 


The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) ; 
That  is  well  understood. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERIi:  Well,  if  the 
Council  Is  held  at  some  reasonable 
time,  and  if  the  Writs  are  issued  im- 
mediately to  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlesex,  and  they  are  at  their  offices 
to  receive  them,  then  three  clear  days 
will  bring  us  up  only  to  Friday,  and  an 
election  can  take  place  when  it  is 
desired  and  when  it  is  so  determined 
by  the  Sheriff  on  the  Saturday. 
Therefore,  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  who  for  the  moment 
is  Leader  of  the  House,  whether  we 
are  to  understand  that  all  due  speed 
will  be  made  at  the  Writ  Office  to 
forward  tbe  Writs  immediately  to  the 
Sherifib  of  London  and  Middlesex, 
so  that  it  may  be  possible  to  include 
Saturday  within  tbe  permissible  days 
for  polling? 

*(3.50.)  The  PRESIDENT  of  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARI> 
(Mr.  Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St 
George's)  :  The  hon.  Member  has  again 
brought  forward  a  subject  which  haa 
been  fully  discussed  more  than  once 
within  the  last  few  days — the  question 
of  including  Saturday  as  a  polling  day — 
and  he  has  frankly  admitted  that  he 
has  brought  it  forward  to-day  to  serve 
his  purpose  in  regard  to  the  coming 
General  Election. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  No,  I  did  not 
say  that.  I  think  that  is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  inference. 
•Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  is  the  natural 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  what  the 
hon.  Member  said.  I  do  not  propose 
again  to  go  into  the  reasons  why,  in  our 
opinion,  Saturday  is  not  that  ad- 
vantageous day  for  polling,  so  far  as  the 
great  mass  of  the  electors  are  concerned, 
which  the  hon.  Meinber  professes  to 
think  it  is.  Instances  have  again 
and  again  been  given  within  the  last 
few  days  to  show  that  in  cases  when 
the  polling  has  been  fixed  for  a  Satur- 
day the  poll  has  been  smaller  in  the 
same  constituency  than  when  the  polling 
has  been  on  another  day ;  and  we 
know  also  that  when  Saturday  has 
been  within  the  available  days  for 
polUng,  it  has  rarely  been  availed  of, 
just  because  it  has  been  felt  not  to 
bo  a  convenient  day.  As  a  fact, 
the  selection  of ,  tjhftt  df^  -wo^d^dis- 

3  Z 


1839         Adjournment—         (COMMONS}        The  Dissolution.  1840< 


franchise  electors  of  the  Jewish  religion, 
and,  I  think,  a  large  number  of  small 
shopkeepers.  The  hon.  Member  does 
not  think  the  latter  class  would  be 
affected,  and  tHere  is  our  difference  of 
opinion.  I  am  convinced  that  in  the 
East  End  of  London  to  fix  the  polling 
day  for  Saturday  would  disfranchise  a 
la^  number  of  this  class.  I  do  not 
say  they  could  not  vote.  Of  course  they 
could,  but  you  would  call  u^wn  them  to 
do  so  at  a  considerable  sacrifice  of  their 
business  interests,  which  perhaps  many 
of  them,  not  such  keen  politicians  as 
the  hon.  Member,  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  make.  It  is  admitted  that,  so 
far  as  Jews  are  concerned,  Saturday 
would  he  a  disfranchising  day  for 
them.  To  say  that  the  working  classes 
do  not  have  sufBcient  opportunity  for 
voting  on  any  day  biit  Saturday  is  to 
ignore  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  hours 
of  polliuff  have  been  extended  to  enable 
the  working  class  electors  to  record 
their  votes,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 
the  slightest  evidence  of  value  to  show 
there  is  any  difficulty  whatever  in  th^t 
respect.  So  we  have  by  a  Saturday 
poll  one  class  certainly  disfran- 
chised, and  probably  a  considerable 
portion  of  another  class,  and  I  find  no 
evidence  that  anyone  would  gain  by 
the  Saturday  poll.     But   the  hon. 

Gentleman  insists  upon  Saturday  ■ 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  Saturday 
being  included  in  the  possible  days. 
*Mb.  BITCHIB:  I  was  about 
to  say  insists  upon  Saturday  as 
oar  final  da^  for  sitting  prior  to 
the  Dissolution  ;  that  we  should 
adjourn  to  Saturday  instead  of  Mon- 
day. Well,  the  answer  to  that  has 
been  given,  and  it  is  absolute.  My 
right  hon.  Friend,  as  the  House  knows, 
was  unwilling  to  name  an  absolute 
day  for  the  Dissolution.  He  stated 
that,  so  far  as  he  could  foresee,  it 
would  not  be  later  than  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  in  next  week ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhunpton  insisted  upon  a  day 
being  named  absolutely.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  hon.  Member  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  release 
my  right  hon.  Friend  from  that  under- 
taking; it  was  far  more  than  a  personal 
promise.  Does  the  hon.  Member 
imagine  that  only  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
is  interested  in  the  decision  amved 
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at?  Is  the  hon.  Member  not  aware 
that  the  fact  that  Tuesday  was  fixed 

was  at  once  made  known  all  over  the 
country,  and  arrangements  have  bean- 
made  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
preliminaries  in  accordance  with  that 
fixture.  Though  the  hon.  Member  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  may  be  quite 
willing,  it  is  quite  impossible  now  to- 
alter  the  arrangement.  Even  if  it 
were  possible  and  desirable,  I  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  underrates  the 
difBoulties  in  the  way;  he  thinket. 
the  measures  now  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  which  possibly  Amendments 
may  be  introduced,  could  readily  be 
dealt  with. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  We  will  pass 
them  all. 

*Me.  RITCHIE:  The  hon.  Member  is 
complaisant  as  regards  Amendments  he 
is  not  aware  of.  But  I  am  informed 
that  even  if  the  House  of  Lords  proceed 
with  the  greatest  rapidity  in'  carrying 
out  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  them, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  ensure  a 
Dissolution  before  Tuesday.  We  do 
not  think  it  is  desirable  that  this  House 
should  be  asked  to  meet  on  an  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  day  when  na 
practical  effect  will  be  derived  from  sa 
meeting.  We  think  it  is  not  possible 
to  depart  from  the  arrangement  made ;. 
it  is  not  practicable  ana  it  is  not  de- 
sirable. The  hon.  Member  has  re- 
marked upon  the  House  of  Lords  dis- 
posing of  business  at  an  early  hour, 
and  he  has  ai^ed  that  they  have  no- 
right  to  take  up  so  much  time  with 
Bills  now  before  them ;  but  let  me  point 
out  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  many  hours 
each  day.  Bills  have  to  go  through 
certain  stages ;  and  although  each 
sta^  may  not  occupy  a  long  time  in  a 
Sitting,  still  it  is  necessary  that  Bills 
should  go  through  the  stages.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  they  can  be  disposed  of 
quickly.  Then  the  hon.  Member  asks  if, 
so  far  as  London  is  concerned,  the 
Writs  will  be  delivered  on  Tuesday.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Member 
is  aware  of  the  fact  that  Writs  must  be 
delivered  to  the  returning  offioer  be- 
fore four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
There  will  have  to  be  two  Cooncila 
held  on  Tuesday — one  for  Prorogation 
and  one  for  Dissolution — and  I  can 
quite  conceive  that  the  difficulties  will  be 
very  considerable  in  arranging  all  that 
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IB  necessary  in  order  that  in  due  course 
■of  law  the  Writs  for  London  may  be 
delivered  to  the  returning  officers  before 
four  o'clock. 

*(3.59.)    Mb.  CREMEE  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston) :  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  is  justified  in  pressing 
this  question  again  and  to  we  last 
moment,  though  I  have  little  hope  that 
^e  can  induce  the  Government  to  give 
way.  We  should,  however,  be  neglecting 
■our  duty  if  we  did  not  give  expression  to 
what  I  know  to  be  the  feeling  of 
large  masses  of  the  electorate  of  London 
in  this  matter.    It  is  a  very  simple 
matter  we  ask — that  among  the  days  on 
which  the  polling  may  take  place  Satur- 
day shall  be  included.  If  hon.  Members 
opposite  think  their  prospect  of  being 
.returned  to  the  new  House  of  Commons 
is  improved  by  the  polling  being  held 
on  any  other  day  of  the  week,  we  are  will- 
ing they  should  have  the  opportunity; 
and  no  doubt  the  returning  officers 
will  meet  their  wishes  in  this  respect. 
There  are  some  constituencies  in  which 
Saturday  poUing  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary.    I  do  not  speak  of  my  own 
•constituency  when  I  say  tliis,  because 
I  do  not  beheve  it  will  affect  me  very 
i-seriously  whether  the  polling  takes 
'place  on  Saturday,  Monday,  Tuesday, 
or  any  other  day;  but  I  am  satined 
:that  there  are  constituencies,  especially 
in  the  East  End,  in  which  numbers  of 
relectorswill  be  practically  disfranchised 
if  the  polling  takes  place  on  any  other 
•day  than  Saturday,  because  many  of 
fthem  are  not  able  to  return  from  their 
■work  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
-except  on  that  day.    I  do  not  think  the 
1  people  of  London  or  of  the  country  gene- 
. rally  will  be  deluded  by  the  statement 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  House  of 
.Ijords  to  get  through  its  business  in 
time  to  enable  the  Election  to  take 
'place  on  a  Saturday.   We  have  seen 
Bills  rushed  through  this  House  by 
-suspending  the   Standing  Orders  in 
cases  of   emergency,  and  the  same 
course  could  have  been  adopted  in  the 
House  of  Lords.     Their  Lordships 
•  cannot   sit  for  a  few  hours  longer 
when  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but 
they  can  find  time  to  disport  them- 
•selves  at  Ascot.   I  do  not  mean  to  say 
-that  I  envy  them :  they  are  welcome 
to  go  there  if  they  like  to  do  so  ;  in- 
■^eed,   I  should  not  mind  if  they 
stopped  there  altogether. 
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•(4.3.)  Mr.  SPEAKER :  These 
constant  references  to  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  tone  of  the  hon. 
Member  are  out  of  Order. 

*Mb.  CEEMER  :  We  have  been  told 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Bills  now 
before  their  Lordships  to  be  advanced 
in  a  more  rapid  way. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  I  was  referrmg  to 
the  tone  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
spoke  of  the  Members  of  the  other 
House  of  Legislature.  It  is  necessary 
that  Members  of  this  House  should  treat 
their  Lordships  with  respect,  and  the 
hon .  Member  has  not  treated  them  with 
respect. 

-Mb.  GREMER  :  I  am  sorry  to  have 
shocked  hon.  Members  

-Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

-Mb.  CREMER:  I  will  not  repeat 
the  expression  I  used  just  now.  I  will 
only  say  that  we  have  instances  on 
record  in  which  Bills  have  been 
advanced  various  stages  in  a  rapid 
manner  through  both  this  House  and  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  that  what  has 
been  done  before  could  have  been  done 
again,  if  there  had  been  any  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  have 
had  the  polling  on  the  Saturday.  I 
suppose  it  is  of  no  use  to  appeal  to  the 
Government  at  this  stEige  to  allow  the 
electors  to  poll  on  Saturday  in  those 
constituencies  in  whi(^  there  is  a 
strong  desire  to  do  so;  althou^  it 
must  be  seen  that  the  convenience  of  a 
large  number  of  voters  in  some  London 
districts  would  be  met  by  lurranging 
that  the  Election  should  take  place  on 
that  day. 

(4.9.)  Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON 
(Cumberland,  Cockermouth) :  I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  protest  against  this 
delay,  as  well  as  against  the  con- 
venience of  the  whole  country  beingsub- 
ordinated  to  that  of  a  few  individuals. 
We  do  not  wish  to  lay  down  any  hard- 
and-fast  rule  as  to  when  the  Election 
should  be  held,  but  we  think  that  the 
returning  officers  should  be  allowed  to 
choose  the  day  which  would  be  most 
convenient  for  the  polling.  I  consider 
that  the  Government  have,  by  their 
action,  shown  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  returning  officers.  The  Jews  and 
the  small  shopkeepers  now  appear  to  be 
the  only  hope  of  the  Tory  Party. 

(4.iy  Mb.  CAtSTON  (South- 
wark,  W.) :  I  waited  to  see  whether 
any  of  the  hon.D^ggB^^sgi©($^(Other 
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side  of  the  House  who  represent, 
London  constituencies  would  rise  to 
protest  against  the  Election  not  being 
-  held  on  the  Saturday  before  I  rose  to 
speak  on  the  question.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Government  have  been 
struck  with  the  remarkable  results  of 
the  County  Council  Elections  in 
London,  which  were  held  on  a  Satur- 
<lay.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  stated  that  it  was  a  small 
]>oll ;  but  I  would  ask  him  to  compare  it 
Avith  the  polling  which  took  place  at  the 
previous  County  Council  Election.  He 
would  then  find  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  the  numbers 
t>olled  this  year,  as  against  those  who 
voted  at  the  last  election.  It  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  Saturda}'  is  the  most 
convenient  day  for  the  working  men  of 
London  to  record  their  votes.  In  those 
districts  in  which  there  is  a  large 
Jewish  population  another  day  could, 
of  course,  be  selected  for  the  Election. 
The  small  shopkeepers  would  suffer  no 
inconvenience  from  having  the  Election 
on  a  Saturday.  I  consider  that  the 
ease  set  up  by  the  First  Xx)rd  of  the 
Treasury  has  altogether  broken  down. 
It  was  well  known  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  was  a  general  desire 
for  a  Saturday  polling,  but  in  spite  of 
that  they  have  done  their  best  to  make 
it  impossible.  Therefore  I  utter  my 
protest,  and  I  think  some  of  the 
liOndon  Tory  Members  should  do  like- 
wise. 

(4.15.)  Mb.  LAFONE  (Southwark, 
Bermondsey) :  I  should  like  hon. 
Members  who  plead  for  a  Saturday 
pollingtocome  down  to  my  constituency 
and  to  air  their  opinions  on  the  subject 
in  the  quarter  frequented  by  the  coster- 
mongers.  There  are  many  similar  con- 
stituencies throughout  London  and  in 
the  country.  It  would  be  found  that 
if  the  polling  were  to  take  place  on  the 
Saturday  it  would  practically  mean 
the  dismuichisement  of  the  whole  of 
the  costermonger  class.  The  coster- 
mongers  could  not  vote  on  a  Saturday, 
because  they  go  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  do  not  get  home  until  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Saturday  is 
really  their  harvest  day.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  would  come 
down  to  my  constituency,  I  would  take 
him  into  the  costermonger  quarter^  and 
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if  he  did  not  there  learn  a  lesson  I 
should  be  very  much  surprised. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
ORDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


BRITISH   COLUMBIA  (LOAN)  BILI« 
(No.  432.) 
TBtBD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." 

(4.18.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
This  is  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  a  loan  to  British 
Columbia.  The  Colonial  Government 
wishes  to  develop  its  fisheries,  which 
are  chiefiy  in  the  hands  of  natives  and 
Chinamen,  and  to  get  white  men  out 
there  in  order  that  the  fisheries  may  be 
carried  on  in  a  more  scientific  manner 
than  hitherto.  It  is  proposed  to  use 
the  unfortunate  crofters  for  the  purpose. 
Certain  statements  have  been  made  by 
the  Government,  and  especially  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasmry  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  which  I  have 
been  unable  to  refer  to  before.  We 
have  been  told  that  no  crofter  holdings 
have  been  taken  in  order  to  make  the 
great  deer  forests,  which  form  about 
three  millions  of  acres ;  but  if  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  only  read 
the  evidence  which  was  given  before 
the  Royal  Commission,  he  will  find 
that  something  very  different  is  the 
case.  The  Rev.  Angus  McRae,  minister 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  Glen 
Urquhart,  Inverness-shire,  gave  the 
following  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sion : — 

"  I  beg  to  submit  to  the  Royal  Commission 
that  tliere  hau  beea  a  decrease  of  the  popala- 
tion  of  this  parish  during  the  last  '  censua 
decade'  of  34Z  in  a  population  of  2,438,  which 
I  ascribe  principally  to  our  lar^e  deer  toreste. 
The  late  Uird  of  Olenmoriston,  who  was  one 
of  the  kindest  moA  most  humane  proprietors 
in  the  North,  erred  latterly  io  adopting  the 
system  of  turning  farms  into  deer  forests : 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  young  heir  will 
reverse  this  system  as  soon  as  he  gets  fall 
possessioQ  of  the  estate.  The  deer  forest  of 
BiJmacaan,  in  Glen  Urquhart,  is  about  twenty 
miles  io  length,  and  is  noted  for  £3,000  per 
annum ;  to  uiia  forest  a  great  deal  of  good 
land  has  been  added,  even  within  the  last  six- 
teen years,  besides  the  large  tracts  that 
were  added  to  it  at  differrat  periods  tomwilr. 
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■of  BalmacMa  whete  ttwra  were  over  twenty 
families  who  were  living  pretty  comfortably, 
had  to  he  turned  out  in  a  body,  u  the  place 
was  to  be  added  directly  to  the  forest. 

The  witness  goes  on  to  give  details, 
and  then  says — 

Of  course,  there  was  a  small  forest  above 
the  ordinary  pasture,  from  time  immemorial, 
but  recently  there  hiu  been  added  to  it  the 
grazing  of  sboat  ten  thousand  sheep." 

The  Bev.  James  Bain,  the  Bev. 
Boderiek  Morison,  ministers  of  the 
Established  Charch  in  Duthill,  Inver* 
ness-shite,  and  Kintail,  Boss-shire, 
also  gave  evidenee  of  the  efEects  of  the 
deer  forest  system  in  the  country, 
and  the  evidence  generally  shows 
that  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman  has 
made  assertions  which  are  the  reverse 
of  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
So  far  as  even  the  Island  of  Lewis  is 
-coQcemed,  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Commission  shows  that  the 
people  there  thirty  years  ago  were 
much  more  oomfortable  than  they  are 
at  the  present  time ;  and  I  would  ask 
the  House  to  listen  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  Bev.  Malcolm 
MoBitchie,  minister  of  the  Free 
Church  at  Knock,  Stornoway.  He 
said — 

'*  Having  been  bora  in  Lewis  in  the  year 
1833,  and  since  intimately  acquainted  with 
•every  part  of  it,  allow  me  to  submit  the 
following  statement  bearing  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  island  as  a  whole,  as  contrasted 
with  what  existed  within  my  own  memory  ; 
and  also  a  more  particular  statement  as  to  Uie 
-condition  of  things  in  tha  quoad  sacra  Parish 
-of  Knock,  in  which  1  have  laboured  for  many 
years  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  at  a 
former  period  as  teacher.    Hy  recollections 
of  Lewis  go  back  for  seventy  years,  and  I 
well  remBmher  the  comfortable  circumstances 
of  the  large  population  Uiat  then  inhabited 
inv  native  Parish  of  Uig.   The  population  of 
(he  parish  then  woold  be  about  three  thousand, 
as  against  the  preiient  population  of  3,489 ; 
but  how  different  the  comfort  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  population  of  sixty  years  ago  I 
All  the  people  were  then  in  a  state  of  com- 
parative comfort,  having  arable  land,  and  hill 
pasture  for  sheep  ana  cattle,  whereas  now 
poverty  and  want  largely  predominate.  In- 
crease of  population  cannot  here  be  the  cause 
of  the  immense  difference  in  the  condition  of 
the  people.   The  present  population  of  3,489 
is  only  some        more  than  fifty  years  af{0, 
when  the  parish  had  a  population  of  3,041, 
•nd  when  the  circumstances  of  the  people 
were  much  more  comfortable,  and  this  is  so 
in  the  face  of  the  large  increase  in  the  valoeof 
the  fishing  industry  since  1831,  affording  a 
soaroe  of  income  to  the  people  many  times 
laraer  now  than  it  was  then.    Why,  then,  the 
vnCavonraMe  eonditioD  of  the  people  at  con- 
trasted with  their  conditim  ttaa  ?  Simply 


beoauae  the  large  reaches  of  pasture  ground 
then  in  their  possession  have  been  tiUten  from 
the  people  since,  and  are  formed  into  sheep 
I  walks  and  deer  forests  without  any  abatement 
of  rents  formetiy  charged,  yea,  with  Inerease 
in  many  cases.*^ 

After  giving  facts  which  are  very  im- 
;  portant,  he  goes  on  to  say — 

i'*01ose  upon  23,000  of  the  crofterpopula* 
tion  in  Lewis  pay  only  about  £8,200  of  the 
£20,000  rental  yiekted  by  the  island,  while  the 
.  other  £12,000  are  paid  by  a  few  large  fanners 
and  sportsmen.   The  soil  in  possession  of  the 
I  large  farmers  is  by  far  the  best  in  Lewis,  and 
yields,  considering  its  quality,  a  far  lower  rent 
than  the  portion  in  possession  of  the  crofters. 
The  best  of  the  land  was  taken  for  the  purpose 
'  of  forming  those  large   farms,   and  the 
,  crofters  were  driven  from  them  and  huddled 
together  on  inferior  ground." 

Another  minister  of  the  Established 
,  Church,  the  Bev.  Angus  Maciver,  of 
Stornoway,  says  of  the  crofters — 

"  Fifty  or  forty  years  ago  they  were  quite 
comfortable  and  able  to  live  well,  but  now  they 
find  it  very  difficult  to  make  a  bare  living.  The 
population  has  increased  enormously  for  the 
last  forty  years,  and  instead  of  the  proprietoni 
sedog  to  the  comfort  of  these  peopw  by  ^ving 
them  more  lands,  tbey  have  just  been 
deprived  of  them  in  proportion  to  the  increase, 
and  these  made  into  sheep  farms  and  deer 
forests.  The  result  now  is  a  congestion  of 
population  in  the  various  districts  where  they 
reside;  and  unless  a  very  decided  change 
takes  place  soon,  a  chronic,  state  of  destitu- 
tion will  be  the  consequence." 

This  evidence,  it  will  be  seen,  is  entirely 
opposite  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  Then,  again,  the 
Eeport  of  the  Boyal  Commission  gives 
details  with  reference  to  four  parishes 
as  typical  of  the  whole.  The  parishes 
chosen  for  the  purpose  are  those  of 
Farr  in  Sutherland,  Uig  in  Lewis, 
Duirmish  in  Skye,  and  South  Uist  in 
the  Long  Island. 

Mr.  LAFONE  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) :  I  rise  to  Order.  Is  it  right 
that  the  House  should  endure  uiis 
extended  argument  when  the  hon. 
Member  has  driven  the  whole  of  the 
Members  on  his  ovm  side  out  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  Sfeaeeb  made  no  reply. 

Dr.  CLABK  :  The  hon.  Member  has 
referred  to  the  costermongers  in  his 
constituency ;  he  should  listen  to  the 
grievances  which  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would  like  to  ventilate.  I  am  engf^^ 
in  bringing  forward  statements  to  show 
the  mistakes  whi(^,|^%x?(&?fU§4^ 
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and  the  fallaotes  of  the  arguments 
which  have  been  urged  in  support  of 
this  proposal.  The  Boyal  CommiBsion 
state  in  their  Beport  that,  taking  the 
four  typical  parishes  I  have  referred 
to,  it  appears  that  out  of  3,266  families 

■309  depend  upon  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil ;  that  825  families,  comprising  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  population,  are 
without  land,  and  without  regular 
access  to  local  wages ;  and  that  thirty 

■occupiers,  or  less  than  one  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  community,  are  in  the  occu- 

;pation  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  land. 
Now,  this  is  a  state  of  things  that  can- 
not go  on.  I  contend  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  simply  making  the  parishes 
into  a  pauper  warren,  and  seriously 
affecting  the  moral  standard  of  the 
people.  The  amount  of  this  loan  is  a 
mere  drop  in  the  bucket.  The  only 
way  to  provide  st  remedy  is  to  break 
up  the  large  grazing  and  sporting 
tracts   of  land,  and  to  restore  the 

,  people  to  it.  There  is  as  good  land 
in  Caithness  as  anywhere,  except  in 
America,  and  the  crofters  can  live 
upon  it  if  allowed  to  do  so. 
But  they  are  paymg  higher  rents  than 
they  are  here.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  an  estate,  but  like  a  wise  man 
he  is  selling  it  before  this  deer  business 
bursts.  In  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Highlands  there  is  plenty  of  room,  and 

.  the  peoj^e  are  not  satisfied,  and  ought 
not  to  oe  satisfied,  until  they  have  a 

■chance  of  living  comfortably  in  their 
own  country.  In  Caithness  the  arable 
farms  are  so  large  that  the  railway  will 
take  you  five  or  six  miles  through  one 
immense  farm,  all  arable  and  all  culti- 
■vated.  But  take  the  cultivated  land 
of  Caithness,  the  best  half  is  in  the 
occupation  of  twenty-five  persons ;  the 
remaining  and  worse  half  being  left  to 

'25,000  occupiers.   Betribution,  how- 

•ever,  is  taking  place.  The  men  who 
have  improved  the  estates  and  made 
large  farms  are  now  ruined,  and  the 

'bulk  of  their  estates  are  in  the  hands 
of  Trustees;  while  the  £10  and  £'20 
men  are  living  comfortably,  owning 
the  land  and  getting  a  decent  return 
from  it.  The  men  who  have  made 
improvements  are  not  receiving  from 
them  three  per  cent.  I  will  not  oppose 
the  Bill  further,  because  I  believe  it 
may  be  useful  to  a  section  other  than  the 

•  crofters — ^the  men  who  are  fishermen 

>tmly.   These  are  the  men  who  are 
Dr.  Clark. 


wanted  for  the  development  of  the 
Columbian  fisheries,  and  I  shall  watoh 
the  experiment  with  interest,  as  you 
are  endeavouring  to  relieve  fishing  con- 
gestion. I  trust  that  both  Govern- 
ments will  see  that  any  company  whioh 
is  formed  makes  proper  pr^>arations 
in  order  that  these  people  may  not 
be  exposed  to  hardships  on  their 
arriTal. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  COK- 
FIRUATION  (No.  4)  BILL  iLorda}.— 
(No.  413.) 

Beported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional  Orders  confirmed];  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON. 
FHUIATION  (No.  6)  bill  ILortU].-^ 
(No.  414.) 

Beported,  without  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed]  ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (LONDON)  BILL 

[Lords].— (No.  412.) 

Beported  [Provisional  Order  con- 
firmed] ;  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 


KITCHEN  AND  REPRB8HHENT  ROOMS 
(HOUSE  or  COMUONS). 

Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Kitchen  and  Befreshment  Booms 
(House  of  Commons)  to  report  their 
Observations  to  the  House.  —  {Mr. 
Sidney  Herbert.) 

Beport,  with  Observations,  bron^t 

up,  and  read. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  314.] 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  ^e 
Orders  of  the  House,  Mr.  Spsaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put  until  Monday  next. 

Houie  adjourned  at  tventy^va  nunutes  before 
Fire  o'clock  tiU  Hooday  nnct. 
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HOUSE   OF  LOBDS. 

Frida^t  24th  June,  1892. 


jbastboubne  ucfroyeuent  act 

(1886)  AfiCEND&IENT  BILU 

THIBD  BEADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third 
Beading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
3»." — {The  Earl  of  Morley.) 

*IiOBD  STANLEY  op  ALDEBLEY: 
My  Lords*  I  hope  yoor  Ijordships  are 
not  ^ing  to  let  this  Bill  pass.  It  was 
introduced  entirely  from  electioneering 
motives,  and  the  fact  is  that  it  is  a  Bill 
simply  for  sanctioning  the  rioting  of 
the  Salvation  Army,  which  has  set  its 
face  against  a  clause  in  the  Act  which 
this  is  to  amend,  and  thereby  made 
Eastbourne  a  riotous  place.  The 
Mayor  and  all  the  respectable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  petitioned  against  the 
Bill,  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  ceason  why  such  a  bad  principle 
should  be  adopted  as  to  pass  legislation 
simply  to  give  way  to  demonstra- 
tions in  the  streets.  There  are  Peers 
who  have  more  acqoadntance  with 
Eastbourne  than  I  have,  and  I  hope 
they  will  address  your  Lordships  on 
the  subject.  I  move  that  this  Bill  be 
read  .a  third  time  this  day  three 
months. 

Amendment  moved  to  leave  out 
("  now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("  this  day  three  months.")— 
(SVhe  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley.) 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
HaiiSbitby)  :  My  Lords,  I  have  some 
difficulty  about  this  matter.  When  I 
originally  addressed  your  Lordships 
upon  this  subject  there  was  no  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill,  and  I  vrds  informed 
hhskt  the  Bill  woold  have  gone  through 
m  the -ordinary  course  with  no  Com- 
mittee sti^  at  aU ;  and,  in  the  then 
condition  of  things,  I  shoTild  certainly 
have  been  prepared  to  move  the  same 
Amen  Iment  that  my  noble  Friend  has 
just  moved.  But  I  feel  a  difficulty 
about  doing  that  now  for  this  reason : 
tha    the  Bill  has  been  remitted  to  a 

.  Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
who  have  heard  evidence  upon  the 

:  subject,  which  I  have  not,  and  have 

VOL.  V.         {roUBTH  SBBIBS.] 


reported  in  favour  of  passing  the  Bill. 
My  Lords,  under  those  circumstances  I 
hesitate  to  place  my  individual  opinion 
against  theirs.  I  am  quite  certain  that 
the  noble  Lords  who  sat  on  that  Com- 
mittee were  not  actuated  by  any  such 
bargain  as  it  was  suggested  had  taken 
place  in  the  House  oi  Commons ;  and 
indeed  that  bargain,  as  I  imderstand 
lately,  has  been  denied  as  having  taken 
place.  I  can  only  say  that  I  read  with 
great  particularity  and  minuteness  the 
accounts  in  the  papers,  and  I  had  at 
that  time  no  other  means  of  obtaining 
information  upon  the  subject.  I 
do  not,  therefore,  myself  intend 
to  propose  or  to  support  the 
Amendment  oF  my  noble  Friend. 
At  the  same  time  I  cannot  forbear  from 
saying  that  the  whole  conduct  of  those 
who  are  promoting  this  Bill  has  been 
calculated  to  enUst  the  sympathy  of 
every  law-abiding  citizen  against  them 
in  the  strongest  way.  The  only  thing 
I  can  say  is  that  thwe  t^pears  to  have 
been  another  party  even  more  out- 
rageous, if  possible,  in  breaking  the 
law  than  themselves ;  and  the  passing 
or  rejecting  of  this  Bill  seems  to  be 
susceptible  to  a  claim  of  triumph  on 
either  side.  My  Lords,  I  certainly  am 
not  disposed  to  give  a  cause  of  triumph 
to  the  Skeleton  Army ;  the  outrageous 
violence  of  which  those  persons  have 
been  guilty  would  seem  rather  to  enlist 
one's  sympathy  on  the  other  ude.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  would  certaiidy  suggest  to 
these  persons,  some  of  whom  I  mlieve 
are  very  good  persons  and  desirous  of 
doing  good  to  their  fellow  creatures  by 
preaching  religion,  that  when  they  are 
very  angry  with  people  who  outrage 
the  law  it  is  obvious  to  inquire  who 
first  set  the  example  of  defying  the  law. 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  I  have  received 
complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ma^^ 
trates  and  the  police,  and  I  can  only 
say  that,  from  the  materials  at  my 
command,  I  am  of  ojonion  that  both 
the  Magistrates  and  the  police  have 
acted  with  perfect  propriety  and  with 
unexampled  patience  and  forbearance 
towards  two  sets  of  persons,  both  out- 
raging the  law,  and  joining  together  in 
nothing  except  defying  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  place.  My  Lords, 
after  what  I  said  on  a  former  occasion 
I  feel  that  I  ought  to  explain  the 
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reasons  why  I  am  unable  to  agree 
with  the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  noble 
liOrds  who  composed  the  Committee 
have  proceeded  upon  the  sounder 
ground  than  I  suggested  before, — 
namely,  that  a  particular  place  ought 
not  to  have  a  particular  law  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  community.  It  is 
part  of  the  history  of  this  particular 
Bill  that  my  right  hen.  Friend  Mr. 
Matthews,  uhen  he  was  applied  to, 
objected  to  this  particular  clause  upon 
that  ground.  Unfortunately  his  re- 
monstrance at  that  time  was  hot 
attended  to,  and  the  House  of  Commons 
passed  the  Bill  in  spite  of  that  remon- 
Qtranoe.  I  believe  in  this  House  also 
the  late  Lord  BedesdsJe  objected  to 
the  clause,  but,  when  it  came  back 
again  inserted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  rather  than  reject  the 
Bill  he  waived  his  own  ob- 
jection. Under  those  circumstances, 
with  every  desire  to  enforce  the  law, 
and  to  teach  the  people  that  they  must 
not  disobey  the  law,  I  feel  myself 
compelled,  in  the  interests  of  East- 
bourne itself,  not  to  throw  them  back 
again  into  the  state  iu  which  they  have 
previously  been.  As  I  understand, 
since  this  Bill  has  been  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  things  in  East- 
Ibonme  have  been  much  quieter  and 
calmer  than  they  were  before.  Strongly 
therefore  as  I  desire  to  show  that  I 
would  not  yield  one  inch  to  those 
persons  who  thought  proper  to  defy 
the  law  as  long  as  it  existed,  still,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  the  interests  of  the 

riace  of  Eastbourne  itself  I  do  not  feel 
can  properly  support  the  Motion  that 
has  been  made  for  the  rejection  of  the 
BilL 

*Thb  chairman  of  com- 
mittees (The  Earl  of  Moblet)  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the 
question  of  who  was  to  blame,  or  who 
was  not,  in  these  riots  that  have  taken 
place  at  Eastbourne.  I  merely  rise  to 
add  emphasis  to  the  remarks  that  have 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack  as  to  the  extreme 
inconvenience  and  undearableness  of 
iM^ving  a  law  difiEsring  in  different 
sjace?.  I  believe  the  nolale  and  learned 
l^rd  is  quite  correct  in  saying  that 
when,  in  18S5,  the  Eastbourne  Act 
before  Parliament,  the  noble  Lord, 

The  Lord  ChaneeUor 


Lord  Eedesdale,  my  predecessor  in: 
office,  did  object  to  the  clause  which  is 
now  sought  to  be  repealed.  And,  my 
Lords,  I  am  very  glad  the  noble  ana 
learned  Lord  has  made  that  remark 
from  the  Woolsack ;  because  I  think  it' 
will  add  considerable  force  to  any 
attempts  that  I  may  have  to  mako 
in  resisting  such  alterations  in  the 
general  law  as  applied  to  individusl 
localities  in  future.  My  Lords,  as  the 
Bill  does  away  with  this  anomaly  I 
think  it  is  one  that  your  Lordships 
should  not  hesitate  to  pass.  I  merely 
make  these  remarks,  because  I  think 
it  will  greatly  aid  me  iu  resisting  the 
introduction  of  any  such  enactments- 
into  private  legislation  in  future. 

LoED  WANTAGE:  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  need  addanything  to- 
what  has  been  said  by  the  Lord' 
Chancellor ;  but,  having  sat  on  the- 
Committee,  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  the  question  was  examined  most 
carefully  by  those  who  were  on  the 
Committee,  and  that  the  Committee 
almost  unanimously,  with  one  excep- 
tion, came  to  a  decision  that  there 
was  no  modus  vivendi  without 
repealing  this  clause.  I  think  it  only 
ri^ht  to  say  that  there  was  not  the- 
slightest  wish  on  tlw  part  of  those  who  ■ 
sat  on  t^e  Committee  to  do  anything 
other  than  express  their  strong  sense 
of  disapprobation  against  those  whe 
were  engaged  in  breaking  the  law,  al- 
though that  law  was  especially  directed 
against  one  particular  borough  ;  I  may 
go  further  and  say  that  it  was  directed 
against  one  particular  body  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects,  that  being  the 
Salvation  Army.  Now  nothing,  my 
Lords,  could  be  more  clear  to  us  than 
that  these  people  were  engaged  in 
what  they  think  their  duty,  generally 
carrying  it  on  with  propriety,  until 
they  were  met  by  another  body  known 
as  the  Skeleton  Army  when  these  great 
disturbances  arose,  in  which,  on  some 
occasions,  several  thousand  people 
were  scrimmaging  and  fighting  in  the 
streets ;  and  I  think  during  all  these 
unseemly  troubles  something  like 
thirty-six  persons  were  sent  to  gaol. 
The  Committee  therefore  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  tbeore  really  was  no 
modm  vwendi  except  to  repeal  this 
clause ;  and  they  were  the  more  dis- 
posed to  do  so  l)ecause  they  felt  that  • 
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there  was  a  complete  remedy  in  the 
hands  of  the  authorities  of  Eastboiune, 
by  doing  that  which  other  boroughs 
have  ab^ady  done,  namely,  by  frammg 
reasonable  bye-laws,  and  sending  them 
up  to  hare  them  confirmed  hj  the 
proper  authorities.  Now,  my  Lords, 
I  entirely  concur  with  what  has 
been  said  by  the  Lord  Chancellor : 
that  nothing  could  have  been  better 
than  the  conduct  of  <the  police.  I 
heard  nothing  but  praise  of  this 
admirable  bodv,  who  nad  to  put  up 
with  a  ^at  deal  in  dispersing  these 
riots  durmg  those  troublesome  times ; 
and  the  Salvationists  themselves 
passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  police 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  haa  done 
so.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  the 
House  will  see  fit  to  read  this  Bill  a 
third  time  and  to  put  an  end  to  this 
unseemly  state  of  things. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  3*,  and 
passed. 

WITNESSES  (PUBUC  INQUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  BILL. 
SECOND  KEADZNO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
this  is  a  Bill  which  passed  the  other 
House  after  consideration  by  a  Select 
Committee.  Two  Bills  were  introduced 
into  the  other  House,  by  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  case  of  witnesses  who 
were  threatened  that  they  might  be 
damnified  by  reason  of  evidence  they 
had  given,  or  might  give,  before  a 
Committee  of  either  House,  or  a  Boyal 
OommiBsion,  or  a  Public  Body  of  that 
description  authorised  to  conduct  an 
inquiry.  There  exists,  of  course,  a 
mode  of  punishing  such  an  offence  by 
treating  it  as  a  contempt  of  the  House ; 
but  it  was  felt  generally,  in  the  c^her 
House,  that  that  was  not  a  satisfactory 
or  adequate  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
offence ;  and,  owing  to  incidents  which 
took  place  there,  and  which  brought 
the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  House, 
two  Bills  were  introduced,  one  from 
the  Ccauervalive  ude  and  the  other 
by  Sir  Charles  Bussell;  both  these 
Bills  were  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 


mittee, which  reported  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  now 
before  the  House,  and  in  which  it 
passed  the  other  House  with  general 
assent.  The  Bill  makes  it  an  ofEence 
to  intimidate  witnesses,  or  to  threaten 
them  with  a  penalty,  or  to  inflict 
penalties  upon  them  in  respect  of 
evidence  they  have  given,  and  it  pro- 
vides a  machinery  for  compensation  to 
a  person  who'  has  been  injured  unlaw- 
fully in  that  respect,  and  makes  the 
oflfence  triable  by  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  unless  either  party  requires 
that  the  case  should  be  sent  to  the 
Sessions  or  Assizes,  in  which  case  the 
person  is  to  be  permitted  to  be  tried  by 
jury.  It  was  felt  in  the  other  House, 
and  I  think  your  Lordships  will  feel, 
that  the  Bill  supplies  a  want.  It  is 
obviously  not  right  that,  .when  an 
Inquiry  has  been  ordered  by  this 
House,  or  the  other  House,  or  by  any 
Public  Authority,  persons  should  be 
debarred,  through  fear  of  consequences, 
or  threats  of  unpleasant  consequences, 
from  coming  forward,  freely  and  fully, 
to  give  the  information  which  it  is 
desired  to  elicit  in  the  public  interest ; 
and  I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree 
that  the  method  of  punishing  by  bnng- 
ing  the  parties  to  the  Bar,  and  punish- 
ing them  for  contempt — and  it  may  be 
by  imprisonment — is  not  a  mode  that 
is  altogether  satisfactory,  but  for  which 
it  would  be  very  desirable  to  substitute 
such  a  procedure  as  that  provided  for 
in  this  Bill.  Under  those  circum- 
stances I  trust  your  Lordships  will  see 
your  way  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (2%e  Lord  Herschell.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read 
accordiiu^v,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

WOMBN^  SUFFRAGE  BILL  [HJ..]. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  Mv  Lords,  I  was 
summoned  by  the  nobb  Earl,  who  la 
called  the  Whip,  to  support  Govern- 
ment measures,  and  I  rather  hoped 
that  this  was  included  as  a  Govern- 
ment measure,  seeing  that  at  least  one 
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Member  of  the  (iovemment  has  sup- 
ported a  measure  of  the  kind  in  another 
place ;  but,  my  Lords,  I  find  that  there 
are  objections.  The  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  to  me  asked  whether  Peeresses 
were  entitled  to  sit  in  this  House ; 
they  certainly  are  entitled  to  a  place 
•in  the  Gallery,  but  not  to  sit  in 
the  House;  and  when  Lady  Abbesses 
sat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  sat 
and  voted  by  proxy.  My  liords,  it 
would  be  an  extrem^y  easy  thing  to 
carry  a  measure  of  this  kind,  because 
the  whole  cotmtry  is  in  favour  of  it ; 
and  iha  great  commotion  at  St.  James's 
Hall  the  oth&e  day  shows  what  a 
dangerous  thing  it  is  to  leave  this  an 
open  question  before  a  new  election. 
My  Bill  has  been  well  considered.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  corresponding 
with  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  many 
years,  and  I  know  to  what  extent  he 
has  gone  with  me.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  proceed  any  further  than  to  give  the 
vote  to  women  householders  who  are 
spinstcarfr— I  do  not  propose  to  extend 
it  to  the  lod^r  franchise.  This  may 
cause  opposition  in  another  place,  and 
you  may  think  it  is  impossible  to 
carry  this  Bill;  but,  as  I  told  Mrs. 
Fawcett,  my  father  Sblways  said,  "  If  a 
thing  is  pronounced  impossible  it  will 
happen  in  a  fortnight."  I  can  hardly 
hope  for  so  early  a  settlement  of  this 

gaestion,  but  at  the  same  time  it  would 
e  a  very  great  boon  if  the  numerous 
public  speeches  from  the  Throne,  and 
Answers  to  Addresses,  were  done  away 
with ;  and,  in  answor  to  the  objeotion 
that  was  made  to  this  measure  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack, that  the  2nd  September  would 
be  too  late  for  carrying  such  a  measure, 
I  wish,  my  Lords,  I  could  move  that 
this  House  shoiild  adjourn  to  the 
2nd  September ;  because,  if  that 
were  carried,  then  it  would  be 
in  Her  Majesty's  power  to  say 
whether  she  would  dissolve  Parliament 
at  once  for  this  interference  with  the 
course  of  business.  Th&  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AGhirs 
has  said  that  we  could  not  interfere 
with  the  other  House  of  Parliament ; 
but  the  Triennial  Act  was  introduced 
by  an  ancestor  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire in  this  House,  and  was  carried  in 
tiie  other  House.   My  Lords,  I  am 

Lord  Detman 


very  old,  and  I  am  extremely  anxious 
that  this  Bill  should  pass.  My  words 
may  not  produce  even  a  dngle  teller, 
but  I  thiiJc  it  really  would  be  courteous 
of  your  Lordships  to  show  that  tl^re 
are  some  who  are  in  favour  of  voting 
by  female  householders.  I  beg  to 
move  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now 

read  2*." — {The  Lord  Denman.) 

The  prime  MINISTER  akd 
SECRETARY  op  STATE  voh 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  SaiiIbbcbt)  :  My  Lords,  it  is  my  duty 
to  oppose  the  Second  Beading  of  this 
Bill,  as  on  former  occasions,  not  on  the 
question  of  its  merits — I  express  no 
hostility  whatever  to  the  views  of  the 
noble  Lord — but  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  consistent  with  the  comity 
of  Parliament  that  we  should  entertain 
a  Bill  affecting  the  constitution  of  the 
other  House.  That  seems  to  me  a 
principle  which  it  is  not  desirable  to 
infringe,  and  I  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
("  now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("this  day  three  months.") — 
{The  Marquess  of  Salisbury), 

On  Question  whether  ("now'*)  shall 
stand  part  of  the  Motion,  Resolved  in 

the  Negative. 

Bill  to  be  read  2*  this  day  three 
months. 

NATIONAL    EDUCATION  (IRELAND} 
BILL. 
THIBD  BEADINQ. 

Bill  read  3*  (aooording  to  order). 

The  Dukb  op  ARGYLL :  My  Lords, 
before  this  Bill  passes  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  House,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  upon 
an  aspect  of  the  question  whidi  nas 
not  been  much  noticed.The  main  part  of 
this  Bill  is  Clause  18,  which  gives  a 
large  sum  of  public  money  in  sa^Kvt  ol 
the  present  system  of  national  odoea- 
tion  in  Ireland ;  and  what  I  want  to  say 
is  that  the  Bill  is  an  important  Bill  in 
this  respect]:  that  it  is  a  great  step  in 
strengthening  the  existing  system  of 
school  education  in  Ireland,  and  that 
tliftt  system  is  virtually  a  draomina' 
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tional  system.  I  do  not  think  the 
people  of  this  county  clearly  under- 
stand that ;  they  have  a  notion  that  a 
system  of  common  education  was 
established  forty  years  ago  by  the  late 
Iiord  Derby,  when  Lord  Stsmley,  and 
that  that  still  goes  on  as  a  mixed  and 
common  systMU  of  education.  Now 
really,  and  to  a  very  lai^  extent,  the 
existing  system  of  education  in  Ireland 
is  a  sbriotly  denominational  system ; 
with  this  modification,  that  there  is  a 
strict  Conscience  Clause,  and  that  all 
schools,  whether  vested  or  not  vested, 
are  obliged  to  admit  all  scholars  with- 
out insisting  upon  the  religious  instruc- 
tion of  the  school.  Well,  my  Lords, 
I  do  not  think  that  in  the  passage  of 
this  Bill  through  Parliament  any 
attempt  has  been  made,  or  any  desire 
expressed,  npon  the  part  of  anybody, 
to  alter  that  system  so  as  to  make  it 
either  more  or  less  denominational. 
Last  night  there  was  a  discussion,  I 
understand — I  had  not  the  honour  of 
being  present  in  the  House — about  a 
question  which  has  been  raised  in  the 
House  of  Commona;  and  your  Lord- 
ships must  have  seen  it  raised  else- 
where in  the  papers,  about  the  con- 
nection of  a  body  called  the  Christian 
Brothers  in  Ireland  with  the  system  of 
national  education.  My  Lords,  I  cer- 
tainly had  understood  Mr.  Balfoxu-  to 
say  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
some  arrangement  was  likely  to  be 
come  to  with  that  body,  whereby  their 
schools  might  be  admitted  to  the 
benefit  of  a  grant,  without  depart- 
ing from  their  strict  rules  in 
regard  to  religious  instruction .  I 
bel  ieve  my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Privy 
last  night  explained  to  the  House 
that  there  was  virtually  no  new  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind  at  all,  but  that  hopes 
may  be  entertained  that  the  Christian 
Brothers  may  arrive  at  some  under- 
standing with  the  Government  as  to 
the  adoption  of  a  Conscience  Clause. 
Further  than  that,  I  understand  that 
no  arrangement  has  been  made.  There 
is  therefore  no  modification  or  addition 
made  in  the  denominational  system  of 
Irish  education.  Now,  my  Lords,  I 
am  very  glad  of  this.  I  heartily  ap- 
prove of  the  denominational  system  of 
education.  I  know  it  is  unpopular  on 
the  Liberal  side  of  the  House,  but  I 
have  always  dissented  from  my  noble 


and  right  hon.  Friends  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  there 
should  be  a  united  system  oi  education, 
where  the  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church  who  are  concerned  are  heartily 
agreed  in  such  a  direction.  But  where 
they  are  not  agreed,  if  a  compromise 
is  forced  upon  them,  I  think  it  is 
an  injurious  system  to  insist  u^n; 
and  I  feel  very  strongly  that  in  a 
country  like  Ireland,  where  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  people  are  very  deep  and 
earnest,  and  somewhat  exclusive,  it  is 
quite  hopeless  to  force  upon  that 
people  a  united  system  of  education 
when  they  are  determined  not  to  adopt 
it.  And  this  I  feel  still  more  strongly — 
that  for  the  State  to  refuse  to  support 
schools  which  give  a  good  secular  edu- 
cation, because  they  also  give  a  special 
religious  education,  is  a  ^reat  injustice, 
and  is,  in  fact,  a  boycotting  of  religion. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  want  to  ask  this 
question  of  the  House  :  Would  any  of 
your  Lordships  think  it  fair  to  say  ttiat 
giving  money  to  a  Boman  Catholic 
school  for  its  secular  education  is  an 
endowment  of  the  Bomaji  Catholic 
religion  ?  I  think  it  would  be  a  gross 
fallacy  to  say  so  ;  and  therefore  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  statement  which  I  confess  greatly 
astonished  me,  made  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  Mr.  Gladstone  the  ol^er  day 
in  a  public  speech  to  the  Noncon- 
formists of  England.  He  said  that  there 
was  great  fear  that  any  new  Parliament 
in  Dublin  would  endow  or  maintain 
educational  institutions  in  the  direct 
interests  of  Boman  Catholics ;  and  he 
went  on  to  say — 

**  Thia  is  indeed  a  danger  ;  but  it  ia  a  danger 
which  does  not  come  from  an  Irish  Parliament, 
but  from  a  much  nearer  hand  " ; 
and  h&  proceeded  ■  to  assert  that  that 
danger  came  from  Mr.  Balfour,  the 
present  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who,  three  years  ago,  had 
made  a  distinct  proposal  to  endow 
Boman  Catholic  academical  institutions 
in  the  interest  of  Boman  Catholicism. 
My  Lords,  when  I  read  that  statement, 
I  could  not  conceive  what  Mr.  Glad- 
stone could  mean.  I  remembered  no 
such  proposal  coming  from  any  Member 
of  the  Government ;  I  remembered  no 
such  proposal  being  discussed  in  the 
public  Press  in  connection  with  any 
proposal  of  the  Government.  And 
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tben  t  recolleeted  the  foundation  for 

this  extraordinary  charge  against  Mr. 
Balfour — ^because  it  was  a  charge ;  it 
was  made  at  a  meeting  of  Nonconform- 
ists, and  it  was  intended  to  rouse  their 
iiltra-Frotestant  feelings  against  the 
Government  as  intending  to  give  a 
specifio  endowment  to  Boman  Catholics 
in  the  interests  of  Boman  Catholicism. 
Then  I  recollected  the  fact,  and  the 
onl^  fact — the  rudimentary  [fact — on 
which  this  unjust  charge  was  raised 
against  the  GoTemm«it.  My  Lords, 
in  the  year  1889,  towards  the  end  of 
the  Session,  Mr.  Balfour  made  a  cursory 
remark  that  academical  or  university 
education  in  Ireland  was  not  at  present 
in  a  satisfactory  state  as  regards  the 
Boman  Catholic  population ;  he  said 
that  it  did  not  meet  their  wants,  and 
that  probably  we  should  soon  have  to 
consider  some  other  mode  in  which 
their  desires  should  be  met.  That  was 
the  sole  foundation.  As  to  any  pro- 
posal, nothmg  of  the  sort  was  mMe  ; 
the  words  of  Mr.  Balfour  were  so  vague 
and  general  that  they  night  have 
pointed  to  anything.  For  instance, 
they  might  have  pointed  to  giving  a 
charter  to  the  Boman  Catholic  Univer- 
sities, or  to  any  one  of  a  dozen  proposals 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Boman 
Catholics.  Now,  when  that  speech  of 
Mr.  Balfour's  was  made,  he  was 
instantly  assailed  by  a  howl  from  a 
great  proportion  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
who  said  that  he  contemplated  the  en- 
dowment of  Boman  Catholicism ;  and 
this  speech  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  to  the 
Nonconformists  of  England  is  nothing 
but  a  resuscitation  of  that  howl,  for 
which  there  was  no  foundation 
whatever.  Even  if  the  matter  stood 
thus  alone,  the  accusation  against  Mr. 
Balfour  would  have  been  most  unjust 
and  imcalled  for ;  but  it  does  not  stand 
alone  ;  that  was  not  all  that  Mr.  Bal- 
four said.  He  went  down  soon  after 
that  to  Glasgow,  and  he  made  a  long 
speech  at  a  place  cidled  Partick,  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow, 
in  which  he  repelled  the  charge  which 
had  been  made  against  him,  and  the 
misinterpretation  which  had  been  put 
upon  his  language ;  and  in  that  speech, 
going  beyond  what  he  was  called  upon 
to  do,  with  that  perfect  openness  and 
candour  which  is  part  of  his  character 
and  has  secured  for  him  so  large  a 

The  Duke  of  Argyll 


portion  of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  he  explained  ^aotiy 
what  ne  did  mean  ;  and,  instead 
of  its  being  a  proposal  to  endow 
the  Boman  Catholic  Universities,  he 
distinctly  declared  that  he  had  no  such 
idea  in  his  head.  He  said  that  in  any 
scheme  to  meet  the  Boman  Catholic 
claims  in  Ireland*  there  were  three 
essential  conditions.   He  said — 

"  My  own  view  is  that  we  cannot,  in  the 
first  place,  with  pablio  advantage,  tonnd  a 
Boman  Catholic  University  " ; 

— ^that  was  a  distinct  denial,  in  broad 
terms,  of  that  wMoh  indirectly  bnt 
effectively  'Mr.  Gladstone  pretended 

that  he  had  proposed — 

"  That  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  eaaee  of 
higher  education  in  Ireland  if  the  Oatholios 
and  Proteatanta  were  not  brought  into  com- 
petition in  degrees." 

The  second  declaration  that  he  made 
was  thia — 

"  We  eannot  give  any  State  endowment  of 
theolomsal  teaching — sueh  a  request,  it  made, 

would  be  scouted." 

And  the  third  was,  that  in  any  system 
whatever  for  academical  education  in 
Ireland  the  Conscience  Clause  would 
be  an  indispensable  condition.  Now, 
my  Lords,  after  that  explanation  by 
Mr.  Balfour  of  the  speech  he  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  I  must  say 
that  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  should  have  made  a  charge 
soutterly  unfounded,  and  so  contrary  to 
the  fact,  as  that  which  I  find  in  this 
speech  to  the  Nonconformists  of  Eng- 
land. I  have  very  little  doubt  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  either  did  notsee.orhadnever 
read,  Mr.  Balfour's  address  at  Partick ; 
but  still  it  was  a  public  document  which 
was  much  commented  upon  at  the  time, 
and  therefore  it  is  one  to  which  I  can  ap- 
peU  in  your  Lordships'  House  when  I 
appeal  against  the  erroneous  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  know  what  the  secret  of  this 
is,  beioauBe,  in  the  middle  of  the  period 
between  this  and  1873 — and  here  I 
must  explain  the  interest  that  I  feel  in 
it,  which  is  this — and  I  would  refer  to 
my  noble  Friend  behind  me  (the  Earl 
of  Kiraberley),  because  ray  noble  Friend 
and  I  were  both  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  1873  ;  we  were  not  all,  of 
course,  responsible  for  everything  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  then,  but  we  were 
jointly  responsible  for  the  proposais 
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made  by  the  Goremment,  fatal  ae  those 

proposals  ultimately  were  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  injurious  to  its  credit,  Mr. 
Oladstone  entered  upon  a  great  scheme 
-of  reform  for  the  University  of  Ireland. 
It  was  a  complete  and  disastrous 
failure.  He  opened  his  address  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  a  very  grave  and 
^serioas  manner.   He  said — 

This  Bcbeme  of  Unirernty  reform  for  Ire- 
.land  iB  the  oomplement  of  the  two  other  great 
.  roecsores  which  we  have  passed — one,  for  the 
-disestebUshment  of  the  Protentant  Church, 
■and  the  other,  the  Land  Act.  This  reform  of 
•the  academical  instruction  in  Ireland  we  are 
•dealing  with  ia  the  third  great  branch  of  Irish 
.grievaoeea." 

l^othing  could  be  more  solemn  than 
lhat.  But  he  did  not  stop  there.  He 
"went  on  to  explain  to  the  House  of 
Cionunons  the  facts  of  Irish  academical 
education,  and  he  ended  by  saying — ■ 

"  There  are  some  persons  who  say,  and  even 
iwbo  venture  to  maintain,  that  under  the 
Univert^  ajstem  of  Ireland,  as  it  now  is,  the 
Roman  GstholicB  do  not  stand,  after  aU,  so 
Tery  ill.  I  disagree  entirely  witii  those  who 
.  say  BO.  I  say  that  the  position  of  Roman 
'  Catholics  with  respect  to  University  education 
is  bad ;  I  KO  further  and  I  say  it  i>  scaoda- 
.  lously  bad.^' 

'Those  vwe  the  words  of  Mr.  Glad- 
T  stone ;  and  he  summed  up  a  long  part 
•  of  his  speech  by  saying — 

"  Well  now,  I  have  proved  to  the  House 
'^lat  in  regard  to  national  education  there  is  a 
:  great  religious  ^ievance  in  Ireland." 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  s^  that,  although 
'we  are  ^ot  all  indivimially  responsible 
for  the  details  of  that  Bill,  with  which, 
I  coafess,  I  had  nothing  to 
•do,  and  which  I  regarded  with  some 
.  astonsshmeot,  yet,  as  regards  the 
^general  principle,  that  there  was  a 
Boman  Catholic  religious  grievance  in 
Ireland,  we  were  all  responsible ;  and 
I  deny  that  that  grievance  has  been 
^removed  to  the  present  day.  From 
that  day  to  this  Mr.  Gladstone  has 
never  lifted  a  single  hand  to  alter  or 
-amend  the  system  of  education  of  Ire- 
land with  a  view  to  meet  that  grievance 
•of  the  Boman  CathoHos  of  Iretond. 
Why?  Because  he  never  forgave  the 
Boman  Catholic  priesthood  for  turning 
against  him  on  that  occasion.  And  in 
his  very  speech  to  the  Nonconformists  of 
England,  he  alludes  to  the  rejection  of 
that  Bill.  But,  my  Lords,  the  secret 
.is    this:   that   in    the  intervening 


year  Mr.  Gladstone  wrote  a  very 
violent  pamphlet  a^nst  Vaticanism, 
in  which  the  whole  feeling  comes  out. 
He  says — 

"  I  consider  that  the  Liberal  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  Qovemment  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  and  sati^aetion  t» 
belong,  formally  tendered  payn«nt  in  full  ot 
this  portion  at  the  debt  doe  ^^the  Iriah 
University  BiU  of  February,  lff73.  Some, 
indeed,  uiink  it  was  overpaid  —  a  quMtion 
into  which  this  is  manifestly  not  the  plaoe  to 
enter— after  the  Roman  Catholio  Prelates  in 
Ireland  thought  fit  to  procure  the  re- 
jection ot  that  measure  by  the  direct  infloenea 
tiiey  exercise  vrith  a  certain  number  of  Irish 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  temptation 
which  was  thus  offered  to  bid,  in  effect,  which 
is  a  homely  phrase,  to  attract  the  support  of 
the  Tory  OpposiUon.  Their  efforts  were 
crowned  with  complete  succesa.  From  that 
day  forward,  I  have  felt  that  the  situation  waa 
changed— the  debt  to  Irelwd  had  been  paid." 

Now  Mr.  Gladstone's  position  is  this : 
he  annoimced  to  all  the  world  in  1873, 
with  the  sanction  of  all  his  colleagues, 
that  there  was  agreatand  real  grievance 
in  Ireland  with  respect  to  University 
education,  and  he  proposed  a  scheme 
which  was  so  absurd  in  itself  that  it 
broke  down  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  was  rejected  even  by  his  own 
friends — for  instance,  Sir  Lyon  Playfair 
and  Professor  Fawcett  were  strong 
opponents,  and  voted  against  it — but 
because  the  scheme  waa  rejected,  he 
turns  round  and  says :  "I  will  not  now 
admit  that  there  is  any  Boman  Catholio 
grievance  at  all;  my  debt  has  been 
paid ;  I  offered  them  this  BiU  and  they 
would  not  accept  it,  and  nothing  more  is 
due  from  me  to  them."  That  is  the' 
language  that  he  uses.  I  feel  that  this 
language  ia  wholly  unworthy.  I  mean 
to  say  that  if  we  other  members  of  the 
Government  of  1873  were  to  adopt  that 
language  I  should  be  ashamed  of 
myself.  We  were  parties  to  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  a  grievance,  and  I 
maintain  that  there  is  a  grievance  still, 
and  that  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  not  only  by  the 
Boman  Catholics,  but  by  his  own 
friends,  does  not  relieve  us  from  the 
duty  and  necessity  of  some  day  going 
forward  in  this  matter  and  giving  some 
relief  to  the  Boman  Catholics  in 
respect  to  University  education.  And 
now,  my  Lords,  the  connection  that  I 
draw  between  that  and  this  BiU  now 
on  your  Lordships'  Table  is  this  :  it  is 
the  connection  drawn  by  Mr.  Balfour 
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in  his  speech  at  Partick.  He  says : 
"  Ton  do  not  call  it  an  wdowment  of  a 
Boman  Cafiholio  school  because  yoa 
pay  for  its  secular  instmotion;  why 
should  you  call  it  an  endowment  of  a 
Boman  Catholic  College  if  yon  pay  for 
its  secular  instruction?"  That  was 
the  suggestion  that  he  made,  and  the 
only  one ;  but  as  to  making  a  distinct 
proposal,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, that  the  State  should  endow 
Boman  Catholic  education  in  the 
interest  of  Boman  Catholicism,  it  is 
directly  in  the  teeth  of  Mr.  Balfour's 
dedaration  at  Partick.  Now  I  approve 
of  t^s  Bill  myself  heartily,  because  it 
is  a  considerable  strengthening  of  a 
purely  denominational  system  of  educa- 
tion with  a  Conscience  Clause,  and  I, 
for  one,  should  be  very  glad  to  see  such 
a  denominational  system  adopted,  all 
over  the  country.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  state  of  feeling  among  all  classes  in 
Ireland  is  such  that  they  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  any  education  which 
divorces  secular  from  religions.  You 
must  deal  with  the  Irish  people 
according  to  their  feelings;  and  the 
only  result  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  speech 
will  be  to  increase  the  prejudice  against 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  leave 
everything  to  be  done  by  the  new  Irish 
Parliament.  And  then  indeed  we  shall 
have  a  pretty  row ;  because  an  Imperial 
Parliament,  legislating  on  this  matter 
with  the  full  consent  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  country,  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  a  local  Parliament 
tucing  Ireland  alone  for  these  Boman 
Catholic  institutions.  My  Lords,  I 
have  thon^t  it  right  to  bring  the 
matter  forward,  because  I  think  that 
the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  not  only  most  injurious  to  the 
Government  and  unjust  to  Mr.  Bal- 
four, but  most  injurious  to  the  cause 
of  the  Union  between  the  two  coim- 
tries.  Although  I  am  a  Presbyteriw 
and  a  Protestant,  I  am  in  favour  of 
full  and  absolute  justice  to  the  Boman 
Catholic  population  of  Ireland,  and  I 
agree  with  the  late  Matthew  Arnold, 
vmo  always  maintained  that  both  Far- 
ties  in  the  country  were  wrong  in  this 
matter,  and  that  we  ought  to  go  for- 
ward, and  {Ay  the  Boman  Catholics, 
not  only  in  their  schools,  but  in  what- 
ever colleges  they  erect,  for  their 
secular  education,  without  taking  the 

The  Duke  of  ArgyU 
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least  notice  of  the  religiouB  edoeafeioB 
th^  give. 
♦The  Eabl  of  KIMBEELET  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
immediate  connection  between  the 
attack  which  my  noble  Friend  has  made 
upon  Mr.  Gladstone — and  he  is  always- 
very  glad  to  attack  him  whenever 
he  can — and  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  No  doubt  the  question  is 
education ;  but  the  question  is  not 
University  education  at  all.  However 
I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  have  not 
looked  into  this  matter,  nor  have 
a  very  vivid  remembrance  of  what  Mr. 
BaUour  said  some  three  yeara  age- 
But  this  I  do  remember :  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  a  great  many  persons^, 
which,  I  think,  was  not  confined  by 
any  means  to  the  opposite  side,  that 
in  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Bal- 
four had  used  some  rather  vague  ex- 
pression— at  all  events,  he  gave  that 
impression  to  a  certain  number  of 
people,  which  implied  that  there  was 
at  that  time  to  be  a  special  endow- 
ment of  the  Boman  Gathc^e  higher 
education  in  Ireland.  As  the  noble- 
Duke  saya,  Mr.  Balfour  evidently 
thought  there  was  some  possibility  of 
his  language  bearing  that  interpreta- 
tion, because  at  the  same  time,  at- 
Glasgow,  he  took  a  great  deal  of  pains- 
to  explain  more  precisely  what  he~ 
meant ;  and  I  think  it  was  generally 
thought  that  he  found  that  there  was. 
a  considerable  opinion  on  the  subject 
in  the  country  at  the  time  that  he  had 
touched  the  (Question  in  a  numner  wheeb 
was  likely  to give8omeofi'ence,.espeeially 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  that  it  was- 
therefore  absolutely  necessary  for  him 
to  explain  away  what  he  had  said  in* 
the  House  of  Commons.  With  negardT 
to  what  my  noble  Friend  said  as  to- 
the  part  we  took  in  the  Bill  at  the- 
close  of  the  Government  of  1868,  I  am 
not  quite  prepared  to  stand  in  the  white- 
sheet,  as  my  noble  Friend  does.  He- 
says  the  Bill  was  an  absurd  Bill.  lam 
not  prepared  to  say  it  was  an  sbsnr^ 
Bill;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  iI^ 
many  respects  it  was  a  very  good* 
Bill.  I  know  well  that  a  great  deaP 
of  opposition  was  raised  against  the 
BiU,  but,  so  far  as  I  remember,  it 
was  principally  against  one  or  two-' 
clauses  which  had  reference  to  certaia 
Chairs  w^ch-  were^to  be  af^ropriatedk 
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for  the  teaching  of  certain  subjects, 
because  it  was  thought  religious  preju- 
dices might  be  excited.     Since  that 
time  there  have  been  changes  made  in 
Ireland  which  have  placed  the  higher 
education  of  the  Boman  Catholics  npon 
a  better  footing,  and  I  believe  they  are, 
on  the  whole,  satisfied  that  there  has 
been  an  improvement  in  their  position. 
My  Lords,  I  understsmd  that  what  Mr. 
Gladstone  said  the  other  day  was  that, 
if  there  was  any  ground  for  appre- 
hending that  there  would   be  any 
endowment    of    Boman  Catholicism 
such  as  to  give  offence  to  those  who 
differed  from  them,  Mr.  Balfour  had 
certainly  shadowed  forth  something  of 
the  kind,  and  that  if  there  was  any 
apprehension  to  be  felt,  it  must  come 
from  that  quarter.    So  far  e»  I  know, 
the  real  point  at  issue  must  have  been 
whether  or  not.  if  there  were  to  be  what 
is  called  a  Home  Bule  Parliament  es- 
tablished in  Dublin,  it  would  be  likely 
to  endow  the  Boman  Catholics  in  that 
country   as  regards  education  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  considered 
unfair  to  the  Protestant  population. 
My  noble  Friend  rather  gives  colour 
to  that ;  he  speaks  of  the  dangers 
that  there  might  be  in  case  a  Home 
Bule  FarUament  were  established.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  con- 
venient to  raise  incidentally,  upon  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  the  great  question 
whether  th^  should  be  what  is  called 
Home  Bule  for  Irehmd  or  not.   It  is 
known  that  we  have  strong  opinions  on 
this  subject,  and  strong  opinions  are 
held  on  the  other  side ;   and  upon 
that  very  matter  there  will  be  an  issue 
before  the  country  in  a  very  few  days, 
and  we  shall  know  what  the  country 
thinks  upon  it.    I  can  only  say  that  I 
firmly  believe  that,  if  there  should  be  a 
Home  Bule  Parliament  established  in 
Dublin,  there  is  not  the  smallest  pro- 
babiUty  that  they  will  deal  unffurly 
with  their  Protestant  fellow-country- 
men, or  in  any  way  interfere  with  them 
in  any  arrangement  that  they  may 
make.    As  regards  what  my  noble 
Friend  says  of  his  wish  that  the  Boman 
Catholics  should   enjoy    the  fullest 
advantages   of    education    in  every 
respect,  in  the  same  way  as  all  other 
subjects  of  the  Queen,  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  difierence  of  opinion 
on  that  point.  The  strongest  proof  that 


can  be  given  that  upon  the  Liberal  side 
there  is  that  wish  is  that  very  Bill 
which  we  st^ed  our  existence  upon  in 
the  former  Government  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone— that "  absurd  "  Bill,  as  my  noble 
Friend  calls  it.  I  do  not  call  it  an 
absurd  Bill;  I  think  that  in  principle 
it  was  an  exceedingly  good  Bill.  There 
were  undoubtedly  deficiencies  in  d^ail, 
which  afterwards  we  all  regretted. 
I  have  no  more  to  say  on  the  Bubject. 
I  do  not  think  the  occasion  is  one^ 
when  my  noble  Friend  need  have  ^ 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  make  this 
fiery  attack  on  Mr.  Gladstone ;  but 
I  have  no  doubt  it  has  ^ven  him 
great  pleasure ;  he  has  ample  oppor- 
tunities here,  and  on  platforms  of 
doing  so ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is 
not  the  last  time  that  I  shall  hear  from 
him  these  strong  denunciations  of  one 
who  once  was  our  common  leader. 

Bill  passed. 

CORONEBS'  DEPUTIES  BILL. 

THIHD  XtEADINO. 

Bill  read  3*  (according  to  order). 
On  Question,  That  the  Bill  do  pass. 

Lord  HBESCHBLL:  My  Lords,. 
I  have  an  Amendment  to  the  first 
clause,  to  which  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  yesterday,  and  which  I 
hope  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  will 
assent  to. 

The  LOED  CHANCBLLOE:  My 
noble  Friend  will  forgive  me  if  I  say  at 
once  that  I  do  not  object  to  the  principle 
of  the  Amendment,  but  I  do  not  thmk 
it  will  do  in  its  present  form.  It  strikes  . 
me  that  the  County  Coimoil  is  rather 
an  inconvenient  body ;  but  if  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  will  substitute  the 
Chairman  of  the  County  Council  in  the 
case  of  the  County  Coroner,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  Borough  in  the  case  of 
the  Borough  Coroner,  I  shall  not  object  . 
to  his  Amendment. 

LoBD  HEBSCHELL:  Then  it  wiU 
be  the  Chairman,  or  Mayor,  as  the  case 
may  be,  of  the  Council  ? 

Thb  LOBD  CHANOELLOB:  Yes. 

Lord  HEBSCHELL;  Then  I  will 
move  the  Amendment  in  that  form. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  Clause  1,  line  7,  to  omit  (**Lorct  Chan- 
cellor Mid  insert,  in  lien  thereof,  ("  ChairmMi 
or  Mayor,  u  the  can  may  be,  of  the  CoancU"^ 
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.  mnd  In  liite  8,  lesTe  ont  the,")  and  insert 
<"  such  ").—  (r^  £ord  HencheiL) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  passed. 

TEIiEGRAPHS  BILIi. 
EBPOBT  OF  AHENDUENT8. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order). 

•LoBD  HOBHOUSE :  My  Lords,  I 
-do  not  propose  to  offer  any  opposition 
to  ^3^s  Bill  at  this  Btage  or  any  other  ; 
<but  I  do  not  like  to  let  the  Bill  proceed 
to  its  end  without  calling  attention  to 
the  effect  that  it  will  have  upon  the 
state  of  things  in  the  Goimty  of  London. 
Your  Lordships  are,  no  doubt,  aware 
that,  after  very  long  agitation  by  the 
Local  Authorities,  there  waspassedlast 
year  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
under  some  public  control,  in  the 

feneral  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of 
jondon,  all  the  overhead  vrires  in 
London;  but  from  the  control  which 
was  thereby  given  to  the  London 
County  Couneil  the  lines  vested  in 
the  Postmaster  General  were  excepted. 
I  do  not  quite  know  on  what 
principle  the  exception  was  made, 
whether  it  was  that  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  Postmaster  General 
was  a  great  public  official  who  himself 
would  look  after  the  matter  in  the 
general  interests  of  London,  or  whether 
it  was  considered  simpiv  that  it  was 
not  well  to  have  one  public  body  look- 
ing after  another  in  the  same  matter. 
However,  so  it  was ;  it  was  not  liked  on 
behalf  of  the  Londoners,  but  it  was  a 
very  small  matter,  for  I  believe  a  very 
small  percentage,  say  five  per  cent,  it 
may  be  of  the  lines,  was  vested  in  the 
Postmaster  General.  Well,  now  it  is 
proposed  to  supply  the  Postmaster 
■  General  with  money  to  buy  up  the  lines, 
at  all  events  the  main  trunk  lines,  of 
communication,  and  possibly  the 
whole.  And  so  far  as  the  object  of 
this  Bill  is  carried  into  effect,  so  far 
will  the  Act  of  last  year  be  rendered  of 
no  effect.  I  certainly  do  not  think  it 
right  to  offer  any  obstacle  or  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  Bill  passing,  it  being 
a  general  measure  all  over  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  effects  of  it 
being  uncertain  as  to  what  extent 
the  Postmaster  General  would  re- 
quire these  lines  in  London.  Nor 
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did  I  see  my  way  to  moving  uiy 
Amendment,  simply  to  save  the  existing 
jurisdiction  of  the  Xiondon  County 
Council,  because  the  effect  of  that 

would  be  to  introduce  some  confusion 
into  the  lines  possessed  by  the  Post- 
master General,  some  of  which  would 
be  subject  and  others  not  subject  to  the 
London  County  Council.  I  therefore 
did  not  see  my  way  to  propose  to 
maintain  the  jurisdiction  vested  in  the 
London  County  Council  over  the  lines 
they  have  now.  But  your  Lordships 
will  see  that  it  does  make  a  very  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  state  of 
things,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  this 
Act  is  generally  put  into  force,  the 
time  will  come,  perhaps  next  yesir, 
when  the  whole  subject  must  be 
reviewed,  and  it  must  be  con- 
sidered whether  it  is  not  right  to 
have  some  authority  which,  in  the 
general  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London,  shall  have  some  jurisdiction 
over  these  Unes.  I  do  not  propose  to 
review  the  principle  now,  but  I  do  not 
like  to  let  the  Bill  pass  without  givine 
full  notice  that  there  will  be  a  demand 
to  review  it. 
*LoBD  BALFOUB  :  My  Lords,  I 
believe  the  House  will  expect  me  to  say 
a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  noble  Ix>rd  ;  and  I  should 
like  to  say  at  once  that  I  cordially  and 
cheerfully  acknowledge  the  courtesy 
which  he  has  displayed  in  not 
moving  an  Amendment,  and  simply 
confining  himself,  at  this  period  to 
the  Session,  to  making  a  protest,  and 
giving  the  notice  that  he  has  been  good 
enough  to  give  on  this  occasion.  My 
Lords,  I  am  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  I  think  that  in  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  London  County  Council  he 
overrates  the  importance  of  the  change 
made  by  this  Bill.  As  he  told  your 
Lordships  fairly  and  frankly,  the  lines 
owned  by  the  Postmaster  General  on 
behalf  of  the  Post  Office  were  exempted 
from  the  Bill  of  last  year.  But  there 
was  no  prohibition  in  the  Bill  of  last 
year  against  the  Postmaster  General 
acquiring  existing  lines,  and  therefore, 
if  without  this  Bill  at  all  the  Postmaster 
General  had  acquired  any  lines,  they 
would  ipso  facto  have  passed  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  London  County 
Council.  Therefore,  the  only  connection 
of  the  Bill  with  the  matter,  is  beoaosa 
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the  Bill  proposes  to  give  the  Treasury 
pover  to  raise  a  million  of  money  to 
expend  on  telephones.  I  am  not  on 
thia  |K>int  able  to  speak  with  absolute 
-  certainty ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that 
not  much  of  that  million  pounds  can  be 
eTEpended  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

■  County  Council  of  London.  I  say  not 
muchrelatively.andforthisreason:  that 
the  policy  of  the  Post  Office,  confirmed 
■by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  is,  as  I  explained 
to  the  House  the  other  day,  that  the 
Post  Office  should  purchase  the  trunk 
Unes,  and  not  the  lines  of  intercom  muni - 

■  cation  between  points  within  municipal 
areas.  For  instance,  the  exchange 
in  London  from  one  point  of 
London  to  another  will,  as  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  remain  in  the  hands 

■  of  the  companies ;  and  similarly  at 
Birmingham,  Liverpool,  or  Leeds.  If 
at  any  point  one  man  in  Birmingham 

■  desires  to  communicate  with  another 
in  Birmingham  he  will  commimicate 
with  him  under  the  control  of  the 

■company  having  the  licence  for  that 

■  commnnity.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
procure  for  the  PostmAster  General  the 
trunk  lines  between  London  and  Bir- 
mingham, and  Birmingham  and  Liver- 
pool, or  any  other  of  the  important 

■  centres;  and  therefore,  although  I  quite 
admit  that,  if  wires  are  purchased  by 
the  Postmaster  General  within  the 

.  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  of 
London,  to  that  extent  they  will  pass 
out  of  the  provisions  at  the  Bill  of  last 
year  and  into  the  exceptions,  I  have 
abeady  said  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
mister  of  great  importance ;  and  I 
think,  my  Lords,  I  may  say  this,  on 

-behalf  of  the  Post  Office,  that  they 
will  be  prepared  to  receive  and  con- 

■  sider  any  representation  on  the  matter 
which  the  London  County  Council  may 

■  be  good  enough  to  make  to  them, 
having  regard  to  the  way  in  which  this 
Bill  has  been  received  by  the  County 

'  Council  on  this  occasion.  At  the  same 
time  I  would  like  to  say  that  on  this 
point  the  Bill  has  not  been  altered 
since  it  left  another  place,  and  that  the 
Post  Office  would  have  been  very  glad 
to  discuss  the  matter  in  the  other 
House,  where  there  was  more  time  to 
<3o  it,  but  where  they  did  not  know 
thai  any  objection  was  entertained 

■  to  any  of  the    provisions  of  the 


Bill  on  behalf  of  the  London  County 
Council. 

LoBD  HOBHOTJSE:  May  I  say 
one  word — that  the  speed  with  which 
this  Bill  was  passed  through  the  House 
of  Commons  and  has  come  up  to  this 
House  has  been  such  that  the  County 
Council  have  hardly  had  time  to  take 
breath  in  the  matter  ? 
•LoBD  BALFOUR:  The  Bill  was 
for  some  time  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee— at  least  I  understand  so. 

LoBD  HOBHOUSE :  I  di4  not  know 
anything  about  that. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LAND  COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 
COHBUTTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 

order). 

*The  Mabquesb  op  WATERFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  asked  my  noble  Friend  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  last  night  why  the 
extra  payment  for  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners was  put  off  for  a  year?  If  the 
noble  Lord  is  unable  to  answer  me 
now  I  will  ask  the  question  again  to- 
morrow. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived;  and  Bill' 
to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

EXFIRINQ  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 

BILL. 
C0UMITTE£. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 

order). 

Clauses  agreed  to. 
Schedule  1 — 

*The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD : 
My  Lords,  I  have  an  Amendment  to  leave 
out  of  the  first  Schedule  lines  43,  44, 
45,  and  46.  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  very 
important  Bill  for  us,  and  I  should 
like  shortly  to  tell  your  Lordships 
what  effect  this  Schedule  would  have. 
In  the  year  1887  your  Lordships'  House 
passed  an  Act  which,  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  left  your  Lordships'  House, 
provided  that  a  tenant,  who  held 
a  lease,  would  either  go  into 
Court  or  be  taken  before  the  Court 
to  have  his  lease  reviewed.  That 
was  objected  to  because  many  tenants 
held  leases  which  were  of  great  advan- 
tage to  them,  and  those  tenants  did 
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not  wish  to  be  brought  in.  Therefore 
Mr.  Famell  objected  to  this  proposal, 
because  he  said  that  tenants  woidd  be 
compelled  to  come  into  Court  and 
become  yearly  tenants,  whether  they 
wished  to  or  not.  Mr.  Balfour  agreed 
with  him  on  that  point,  and  said  that, 
if  the  clause  were  carried  in  that  state, 
the  moment  it  passed  all  leases  woold 
be  broken,  whether  they  were  in  favour 
of  the  landlord  or  the  tenant.  Mr. 
Pamell  proposed  an  Amendment  pro- 
viding that  the  clatiae  should  not  come 
into  operation,  except  upon  application 
by  the  tenant,  in  the  prescribed  manner 
in  the  Court  of  Lessees.  That  appears 
to  have  been  accepted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Famell  that  that  should  take  place  if 
the  leaseholders  applied  to  the  Court 
of  Lessees  within  three  years  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  Mr.  Famell  was 
at  that  period  the  Leader  of  a  very 
powerful  Farty  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  he  thought  that  three  years 
would  satisfy  all  the  necessities  of  the 
case ;  it  would  not  be  an  extensive 
period,  bnt  it  would  enable  substantial 
justice  to  be  done  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
T.  W.  Eussell  had  another  Amend- 
.ment  to  Umit  the  time  to  two  years, 
and,  after  a  time,  Mr.  Balfour  suggested 
that  two  years  was  quite  sufficient ; 
Mr.  Famell  then  agreed  to  limit  it 
to  two  years,  and  he  himself  moved 
that  that  should  be  the  limit.  The 
result  of  that  has  been  that  it  enabled 
leaseholders  to  go  into  Court  and  have 
their  rents  fixed,  if  thev  wished  to  do 
so,  and  the  time  given  them  was  to  the 
23rd  August,  1889.  Now,  my  Lords, 
what  has  been  done  with  regard  to 
this  Act  ?  Each  year  it  has  been 
slipped  into  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Act ;  it  was  slipped  in  in  1889, 
1890  and  1891,  and  now  it  is  again 
proposed  to  be  slipped  in.  I  protested 
last  year  in  your  Lordships'  House 
that  it  was  very  unfair  to  keep  this 
matter  unsettled-— the  leaseholders 
have  ample  time  to  go  into  Court  if 
they  wish  it,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  your  Lordships'  House,  or  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  should  have 
put  a  limit  into  the  Bill  if  it  is  to  be 
continually  extended  by  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill —  there  is  no 
meaning  in  a  limit  in  that  case— 
you   had   better   pass   a  Bill  per- 
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mitting  leaseholders  to  go  into- 
Court  for  ever.  The  Government 
of  Lreland — and  that  is  the  only  fault 
I  have  to  find  with  them — have  never 
any  finahty  about  anything.  Let  me 
point  out  also  that,  if  you  strike  these 
lines  out  of  the  Schedule,  the  lease- 
holders will  have  their  attention  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  if  they  want  to  apply 
to  the  Court  they  can  do  so,  and  they 
have  got  to  the  31st  December  this 
year.  Is  not  that  enough?  On  the 
other  hand,  if  you  put  this  into  the 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  they 
will  have  a  year  and  a  half ;  next  year 
they  will  have  another,  as  it  will  be  con- 
tinuously slipped  in.  And  I  may  tell 
your  Lcnrdsmps  that  the  only  reason 
given  in  another  place  for  this, . 
by  the  Minister  in  charge,  was  that 
it  had  been  slipped  in  continually 
before,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should 
not  be  again.  My  Lords,  I  protest 
against  that  system  of  legislation,  and 
I  beg  to  move  ,  the  Amendment  that 
stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  First  Schedule, 
page  5,  line  43,  to  leave  out  lines  43, 
44,  45,  and  46. — {The  Marquess  of 
Waterford.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOE:  The 
noble  Marquess  has  explained  with 
great  cleamess,  and  with  the  familiarity 
that  on  such  occasions  he  always  dis- 
plays, the  matter  with  which  he  is 
defying ;  but  1  am  afraid  I  cannot 
accept  his  Amendment,  and  I  must  ask 
your  Lordships  to  affirm  the  clauses 
and  the  schemtles  as  they  stand.  Bat, 
my  Lords,  I  do  so  upon  a  much  moie 
simple  ground  than  that  which  the 
noble  Marquess  attributes  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  in  the  other  House ;  and 
my  ground  for  asking  it  is  that  the 
Chief  Secretary,  who  is  familiar  with 
the  question,  I  submit,  in  Ireland,  says 
that  it  is  absolutely  necesSKry  for  the 
administration  of  this  law  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  referred,  and  that  he 
could  not  possibly  diq)en8e  with  the 
period  for  which  he  mIsa,  unless  your 
Lordships  insist  upon  hia  doing  so. 
The  noble  Marquess  says  that  it  has 
happened  three  times  already,  and  this 
will  be  the  fourth  time,  and  I  think 
that  his  argument,  which  he  has 
very  powerfully  urged,  increases  in 
force  as  time  goes  on,  and  that  tbe^ 
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noble  Marquess  will  have  made  a  very 
powerful  attack  upon  the  continuance 
of  this  praotioe  in  future.  My  Lords, 
it  always  does  happen  that  at  the  end 
of  a  somewhat  exciting  and  busy  time 
something  is  not  disposed  of  or  swept 
up,  so  to  speak,  in  Parliament.  I  am 
not  competent  to  argue  the  fact 
whether  these  leaseholders  hare  or  have 
not  a  sufficient  time,  and  whether  it  is 
possible  to  enforce  it  upon  them  within 
as.  months ;  I  can  only  take  what  my 
right  hon.  Colleague  tells  me — namely, 
that  he  cannot  do  without  it ;  and  I 
should  think  the  noble  Marquess  him- 
self would  hesitate  to  insist  upon  his 
Amendment  in  the  face  of  such  an 
assurance.  I  can  know  nothing  about 
the  merits,  certainly  not  so  much  as 
the  noble  Marquess  does ;  but  I  give 
him  the  assurance  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary ;  and  if  the  same  attempt  is  made 
another  year  I  will  undert^e  not  to 
move  this  Bill  with  that  provision  in  it. 

Lord  HEB80HELL:  My  Lords.  I 
do  not  feel  perfectly  sure  that  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  is  that  which  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  says  is  intended — ^it  is 
ceztaioly  rather  a  curious  method  of 
legislation.  Section  1  of  the  Act  of 
1887  provides  that  at  any  time  within 
two  years  after  the  passing  of  that  Act 
an  application  may  be  made.  What 
does  this  Bill  do?  It  says  that  the 
Aots  mentioned  in  the  first  schedule, 
inolnding  this  Act  of  1887,  shall  to  the 
extent  specified  in  column  2  be  con- 
tinned  until  the  31st  December,  1893, 
and  what  is  specified  in  column  2  is 
so  much  of  Section  1  of  50  and  51  Vic- 
toriai  ohajpter  33,  "as  relates  to  the 
time  withm  which  applications  unc^ 
the  section  may  be  made."  But  what 
you  extend  is  that  part  of  the  Act 
which  provides  that  application  must 
be  made  before  the  Slst  December, 
1889 ;  you  do  not  alter,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  the  provision  that  the  a^pHcation 
must  be  made  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  and  before  the  endii^  of  the  year 
1889 ;  at  least  it  seema  to  me  by  no 
means  dear  that  you  do.  What  really 
is  ^proposed  is  not  to  extend  the  exist- 
ing law  at  all,  bat  to  amend  the  Act  by 
providing  that  the  time  for  application 
may  extend  to  a  certain  date ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  very  doubtful  indeed  whe- 
ther yoa  bare  done  so  by  saying  that 
tiie  Act,  or  a  part  of  the  Ant  which 


provides  a  particular  thing,  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  a  particular  date. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  :  My  Lords, 
I  think  the  observation  of  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  is  justified ;  but  I 
must  say  that  this  is  the  way  in  which 
Aots  have  been  extended  for  many 
years,  and  I  am  sorry  that  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  has  drawn  attention 
to  it. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  It 
there  is  any  doubt  I  think  it  would 
be  very  easy  to  frame  an  Amendment 
which  would  set  it  right. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN:  I  would 
ask  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  not  to 
alter  it  now,  because  there  are  so  many 
cases  of  the  same  nature. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  But,  if  it 
were  altered  now,  it  would  be  altered 
to  validate  the  extension  as  from  the 
original  date. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  lam 
not  quite  certain  that  I  concur  with 
the  construction  which  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  puts  upon  it.  What  is 
extended  is  so  much  of  Section  1  as 
relates  to  the  time  within  which  appli- 
cations under  the  section  may  be 
made ;  that  is  in  the  gmeral  sense. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN:  I  thmk 
the  words  are  the  same  as  in  the  other 
Act.  I  believe  it  has  been  extended  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  way. 

The  Marquess  op  WATERFORD  : 
It  has. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  amend  it,  because,  if  it 
has  been  done  by  those  same  words  in 
otho:  Acts,  I  am  afraid,  if  what  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  proposes 
were  done,  you  would  have  to  vahdate 
what  has  been  done  under  the  other 
Acts,  and  that  I  think  would  be  a 
very  serious  undertaking  to  go  through. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  withdraw 
any  observations  that  I  n^e,  in  the 
hope  that  in  the  future  some  dearer 
mode  may  be  adopted. 
*Thb  Marquess  of  WATEBFOBD: 
My  Lords,  I  think  the  answer  of  tile 
Chief  Secretary,  which  the  noble  and 
leiffned  Lord  luis  given  to  me,  that  he 
cannot  administer  the  law,  unless  this 
Act  is  continued  in  the  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  is  a  very  extraordinary 
one.  What  are  the  facts?  There  is 
no  feeling — there  has  never  been  a 
meeting  in  Ireland  in  favou  ohii; 
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every  single  leaseholder  who  wishes  to 
oome  in  has  six  months  still  in  which 
to  lodge  his  application.  Beally,  I 
think  that  on  the  part  of  the  Chief 
Seoretary  to  the  Lord  Lieatenant  it  is  a 
very  unfair  wswer  to  give  to  say  that  he 
cannot  carry  on  the  government  of 
Ireland  without  It.  My  Lords,  it  is 
not  really  very  material — shonld 
divide  your  Lordships*  House  upon  it 
if  I  thought  it  were — but  I  do  not 
think  BO,  and  if  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  will  give  me  the  promise  that, 
if  he  has  charge  of  this  Bill  next  year, 
he  will  not  again  propose  this  same 
extension,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment.  Bat  really, 
my  Lords,  it  is  not  fair  to  keep  us 
always  in  this  seething  state  of  ex- 
eitement. 

VisooDNT  MIDLETON :  My  Lords, 
I  entirely  concur  with  what  the  noble 
Marquees  has  said  with  regard  to  the 
extreme  difficulty  which  is  occasioned, 
in  the  management  of  any  estate  in 
Ireland,  by  the  constant  changes  that 
Parliament  is  making.  I  pointed  out 
to  your  Lordships  the  other  day  that 
these  things  are  much  better  under- 
stood by  Uie  tenants'  representatives 
in  another  place  than  by  anybody  else, 
because  they  comprise  a  large  number 
of  men  who  are  dther  barristers  or  so- 
licitors practising  at  Quarter  Sessions 
and  the  Courts,  and  familiar  with  every 
turn  and  trick  of  these  tribunals.  The 
result  is  that,  whenever  a  Bill  is 
brought  in  connected  with  Ireland,  one 
small  Amendment  and  another  is  put 
in,  all  in  the  tenants'  interests,  and  all 
whittling  down  what  remains  of  the 
landlords'  interests,  and  it  is  not  fair 
play.  And  not  only  so,  but  the  moment 
you  have  adapted  tiie  management  of 
an  estate,  both  in  sgint  and  in  letter, 
to  the  decrees  of  the  L^islature,  some- 
thing  else — it  may  be  a  small  or  it 
may  be  a  large  matter — comes  down 
upon  you,  is  imposed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  you  have  to  ohange  every 
firrangement  that  you  have  made. 
What  is  the  result  ?  Even  on  estates 
whexe  Ifuidlords  are  on  the  best  of 
terms  with  their  tenants,  the  lawyer  is 
never  out  of  the  ofiBce;  not  because 
there  is  any  doubt  about  the  law  as  it 
origin^y  stood,  but  because  every 
year  this  or  that  little  thine  is  intro- 
duced, which  noble  Lords  frequently 
ecosider  of  very  small  importance,  but 
The  Marquetz  of  Wat&rford 
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which,  when  it  comes  to  be  worked  out, 
makes  a  considerable  difference  in  the 
administration  of  an  estate.  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  understand  why  Par- 
liament in  its  wisdom,  having  imposed 
a  certain  limit  of  time  within  which 
leaseholders  should  come  in,  idumld, 
by  a  side  wind,  alter  the  very  enact- 
ment which  FarUament  passed,  and 
which  was  folly  fu^oed  in  another 
place  at  the  time.  T\a&:Q  was  no  man 
who  better  understood  what  the  inte* 
rests  of  those  whom  he  represented 
were  than  the  late  Mr.  Pamell.  Afterfoll 
discussion,  he  was  satisfied  that  twfr 
years  were  suf&cient  for  this  purpose ; 
and  it  was  after  a  Debate,  and  a^r  a 
suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Balfour,  who 
was  then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
that  that  limit  of  two  years  was  inserted. 
Now  it  has  been  three  times  enlarged, 
and  is  about  to  be  enlarged  for  tiie 
fourth  time.  And,  my  Lords,  what  is. 
the  use  of  it  ?  If  there  were  any  real 
hardship  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
would  wish  to  do  anything  that 
savours  of  sharp  practice  as  r^ards 
the  tenants ;  but  in  this  case  there  can 
be  no  possible  harm.  As  my  noble 
Friend  has  pointed  out,  there  are  stUl 
six  months  during  which  any  lease- 
holder may  avail  himself  of  the  Duwfits 
of  the  Act,  which  Mr.  Pamell  would 
have  been  satisfied  with  had  it  tenni> 
nated  three  years  ago.  Under  those 
circumstances,  what  possible  hardship 
can  there  be?  The  leaseholders  oi 
Ireland  are  decidedly  the  best  class  of 
tenants,  taking  them  all  round;  they 
are  the  most  intelligent ;  they  know 
their  own  interests  far  better  than  any 
of  your  Lordships  do ;  they  are  com- 
petent to  take  care  of  themselves ;  and, 
if  they  have  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  Axit  up  to  this  time,  what  pos^le 
reason  is  there  for  now  extending  it?* 
If  anybody,  by  mistake  or  from  iUmss,. 
or  any  other  cause,  has  been  unable  to- 
come  in,  he  would  now  have  full  notice- 
that  he  must  make  his  application  within 
the  next  six  months.  Surely,  my  Lords 
that  meets  the  justice  of  the  case. 
It  is  turning  the  whole  question  into  a- 
f  arce  if  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Bill  is  to  be  passed  and  an  Act  of  this- 
kmd,  whidi  was  not  considered  neces- 
sary at  the  time,  which  has  already 
had  ample  scope  for  eztenucm,  is  now 
to  be  included  again  a  fourth  in 
the  Bin. 
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The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  I 
think  the  noble  Marquess,  in  quotingme, 
substituted  one  word  for  what  I  said, 
wliioh  makes  a  considerable  difference. 
I  never  said  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
oould  not  carry  on  the  government  of 
Ireland  without  this  Bill.  What  I  said 
was,  that  he  oould  not  administer  this 
law  without  more  than  the  six  months 
which  wondd  be  left  to  him;  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  be  quoted  as  having 
said  that  this  Bill  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com* 
mittee)  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived;  and 
Bill  to  TO  read  3*  To-morrow. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
COUMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 

put  into  Committee  read. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Gadoqan)  :  My  Lords,  in  the  absence 
of  my  noble  Friend  the  Prime 
Mimster,  I  have  been  requested  to 
take  chATge  of  the  Bill  at  this  stage, 
and  I  propose  to  move  that  your  Lord- 
ships go>  into  Committee  upon  it ;  but 
perhaps  it  will  save  time  if  I  say  that 
the  objections  raised  to  certain  pro- 
vinons  in  this  Bill,  to  which  I  think 
the  noble  Marquess  referred  yesterday, 
are  of  a  description  which,  in  our 
opinion,  renders  it  almost  impossible  to 
press  the  clauses  which  contain  those 
provisions.  The  noble  Marquess  has 
told  us  that  be  has  been  reduced  to  a 
state  of  seething  excitement,  and  I 
confess  that  I  think  it  is  probable  that 
alarge  proportion  of  that  metamorphosis 
is  owing  to  the  provisicme  contuned  in 
thme  (dauses;  and  I  hope  that  now  he 
will  be  to  a  certain  extent  cooled.  I 
therefore  simply  move  that  your 
Lcurdahips  go  into  Committee  on  the 
BiU. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  Bin."— {The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

The  Habl  of  ARRAN  :  My  Lords, 
after  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble 
Earl  I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that 
I  should  like  to  point  out  the  extreme 
iDOonvenienoe  of  drafting  clauses  of  this 
Mrt  in  t^  way  in  which  these  dauses 


are  drafted.  Here  is  a  clause,  involving 
the  transfer  of  a  liability  to  repay 
something  like  half-a-million  of  money, 
and  the  only  means  your  Lordships 
have  of  arriving  at  the  true  meaning  of 
it  is  by  wading  through  a  number  of 
Acts  of  Parliament,  admittedly  very 
difficult  of  construction,  and  which  it 
probably  would  require  a  legal  head  to 
Tmderstand. 

Motion  agreed  to;  House  in  Com- 
mittee accordingly ;  Amendments  made ; 
Standing  Committee  nagatived;  The 
Report  of   the  Amencunents  to  h%- 
received  To-morrow. 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL. 
OOHHITTEB. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to 
be  put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  BiU." 

*LoRD  KNUTSFORD :  My  Lords,  in 
deference  to  certain  criticisms  which 
have  been  passed  on  this  Bill,  I  have 
prepared  some  Amendments  which  vrill 
be  printed  to-day,  and  I  propose  to  tak» 
them  on  the  Third  Reading. 

Motion  agreed  to;  House  in  Com- 
mittee accordin^y. 

BiU  reported  without  amendment ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived;  and 
BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  (LOAN)  BILL. 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 

Reading,  read. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Lord  Knutsfobd): 
My  Lords,  a  scheme  for  the  coloniza- 
tion in  British  Columbia  of  a  number 
of  famiUes  of  crofters  was  discmsed 
in  this  House  last  year,  in  the 
month  of  April,  and,  I  thmk  I  may  say, 
received  general  a{^»robation.  The 
terms  of  an  ^reement  at  that 
time  between  the  Colonial  Government 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
not  been  quite  arranged,  but,  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  then  stated  that  they  viewed  with 
favour  the  proposal  for  a  colonisation 
of  this  kind  coming  from  a  province  so 
weU  eJble  to  secure  the  performance  of 
their  agreement  as  British  Columbia. 
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I  will  only  add  that  the  scheme  was 
strongly  approved  by  a  very  strong 
•  Select  Committee  upon  Colonisation 
which  was  formed  from  both  sides  of 
the  House  of  Commons;  and  therefore  I 
confidently  recommend  this  Bill  to  your 
Lordships  for  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
<2,\"—{The  Lord  Krmtsford.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE— SUNDAY  LABOUR. 
MOTION  FOB  A  BErCUBN. 

*The  Eabl  OF  HARBOWBY:  My 
Lordsj  I  should  like  to  explain  in  a  few 
words  my  reason  for  moving  for  this 
Betom  on  the  Paper.  I  hope  that  it 
will  show  the  successful  conclusion 
of  a  movement  which  affects  a  great 
army  of  meritorious  public  servants — 
the  Post  Office  official^which  has  been 
going  OQ  now  for  a  long  period  of 
years,  ajid  has  interested  a  number  of 
persons,  the  greater  proportion  of  whom 
are  of  the  working  class.  This  Betum 
that  I  move  for  is  similar  to  one  that 
was  given  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  Motion  of  the  Becorder  of 
London,  about  twenty-five  years  ago; 
but,  at  the  request  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  I  have  somewhat  reduced  its 
size:  having  struck  out  the  detaik, 
added  in  1867  at  the  request,  I  believe, 
of  the  then  Post  Office  authorities,  which 
seem  to  me  now  to  be  of  little  value. 
At  that  time  attention  was  called  to  the 
serious  grievance  which  a  large  number 
of  the  Post  Of&ce  officials  laboured 
mider,  of  having  to  work  all  the  seven 
days  of  the  week — sometimes,  I  think 
I  have  been  informed,  as  much  on 
Sundays  as  on  weekdays — an  excep- 
tional state  of  things  as  compared  with 
almost  any  other  public  servants.  The 
intblerable  amount  of  toil  which  letter 
carriers  and  rural  messengers  had  to 
undergo  in  this  way,  all  the  seven  days 
of  the  week,  nearly  aU  through  the 
year  was  startling  to  many  persons; 
it  arrested  the  attention  of  the  House 
of  Communis  shortly  after  this  Betum 
was  give  i  in  1867 ;  they  passed  a 
strong  Besolution  in  favour  of  reducing 
Sunday  labour  by  all  prudent  means ; 
an  important  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
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Lord  Palhousie,  and  Mr.  Monsell,  was 
appointed  to  go  into  the  question, 
winch  introduced  great  improvements ; 
and  there  the  matter  rested  for  a 
while.  Becently  again,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  the  Post  Office  has  lai^ly 
introduced  a  system  of  relief,  by  means 
of  which  many  I  believe  of  these  meri- 
torious men  are  able  to  have  alternate 
Sundays  to  themselves.  It  undoubtedly 
would  appear  that  it  has  taken  rather 
a  long  time  to  bring  the  Post  Office 
round  to  what  one  would  imagine  was 
a  simple  matter  of  organisation,  the 
cost  of  which  the  lai^  profits  on  their 
business  which  they  pay  into  the 
Treasury  could  well  afford.  I  have 
little  doubt,  however,  that  it  was  the 
Treasury,  which  has  often  stood  in 
the  way  of  other  good  things,  which 
has  hampered  the  beneficent  desires 
of  the  Post  Office.  In  1887  a  House 
of  Commons  Committee  was  appointed 
to  invest^te  the  arrangements  of 
the  Post  Office  as  to  Snn^y  labour ; 
they  found  that  the  evil  was  still 
liirking — that  some  sorting  clerks 
had  Simday  duty  every  week  in 
the  year :  that  many  had  seven 
Sundays  at  work  out  of  eight:  and 
some  three  Sundays  at  work  out  of 
four;  they  found  also  that  about  a 
thousand  rural  messengers  worked 
every  Sunday  in  the  year.  They  made 
various  recommendations  as  to  the 
Sunday  collection  of  printed  matter, 
and  as  to  other  subjects,  with  a  view 
of  checking  Sunday  labour,  and  I 
think,  if  I  remember  right,  recom- 
mended that  all  should  have  alternate 
Sundays  free.  I  have  a  good  hope 
that  by  this  time  the  evils  have 
been  remedied^  and  that  we  shall 
find  that  this  movement,  which  has 
taken  a  great  deal  of  labour  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
othera,  has  come  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. My  Lords,  there  is  another 
reason  why  I  wish  for  this  Betum ; 
ajid  that  is  to  compare  what  haa  been 
done  by  our  Post  Office  with  the 
results  in  similar  offices  abroad,  in 
consequence  of  the  striking  change 
as  to  Sunday  Postal  labour  and 
Sunday  labour  generally  in  the  capitals 
of  the  Continental  countries  since  M. 
li^on  Say's  great  International  Con- 
gress in  1889  at  Paris  in  connection 
with  the  Universal  Exhibition  in 
favour  of  the  Seventh  Day's  Beat. 
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"i/Ly  Xtords,  it  must  be  a  gratification 
"to   US  in  England  to  feel  that  not 
only  have  we  released  oar  own  Post 
Office  officials  from  the  undue  pressure 
of  Sunday  work,  but  that  our  example 
has  been  burgely  followed  abroad.  In 
the  last  two  or  three  years  Berlin  and 
Vienna  have,  I  am  informed,  knocked  o£F 
almost  all  Sunday  work,  by  jredncing 
the  Sunday  deliveries  to  one ;  in  Copen- 
hagen, Strasburg,  Germany  generally, 
Sweden,  &c. ,  since  the  Congress  in  Paris, 
and.  very  much  owing  to  the  example 
of  liondon  and  of  England  generally, 
the  Sunday  work  has  been  largely 
duninished  for  these  officials;  and 
Switzerland  has  t^Een  the  strong  line 
of  passing  a  law  of  the  State  that  all 
postal  officers  must  have  fifty-two  free 
Bays  in  the  year,  of  which  seventeen 
must  be  Sundays ;  while  they  have  ex- 
tended this  further  to  men  employed  on 
railways,  steamers,  omnibuses,  and 
trams.   So  that  this  movement,  which 
was  initiated,  now  many  years  ago, 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  for 
releasing  our  Post  Office  servants  from 
Sunday  labour,  has  not  only  been 
froitful  at  home,  but  has  done  an 
infinite  service  to  large  bodies  of  men 
insimihuremployment  on  the  Continent. 
My  LcMrds,  I  wish  then  not  only 
to  compare  these  returns  with  those 
from  abroad,  but  also  to  encourage 
those  who  are  working  abroad  for 
the  same  cause   by   the  conclusive 
example  of  England  after  all  her  ex- 
perienca.   I  wish  also  to  see  that  the 
Post  Office  has  finally  concluded,  as  I 
hope  we  shall  find,  this  really  impor- 
tont   matter,   afiieoting  large  num- 
Ixirs  of  men,  so  that  we  shookl  be  able 
to  show  that  erenr  possilile  ftrranpie- 
ment  has  been  made  for  the  rednction 
of  Sunday  work  and  the  fixing  of 
Swday  rest.   I  also  think  that  tnere 
is  one  other  reason  of  no  slight  im- 
portance in  favour   of  securing  this 
Betum — ^namely,  that  thereby  we  shall 
.QaJl  the  attention  of  the  Post  Office 
Authorities— ^who  have   not  always 
formerly  been  sufficiently  alive  to  this 
qaestlon — ^to  the  fact  tliat  Parliament 
aiiid  many  people  outside  are  watching 
■any  enoroachmwts  upon  this  matter 
ol  Sunday  test,  at  a  nuxoent  when 
&ere  have  been  some  signs  in  London 
■o{  a  desire  to  increase  the  labour  of  the 
•offioials  instead  oi  diminishing  It  on  the 
jeventik  day  of  rest. 

VOL.  V.        [FOUBTH  SBIUBB.] 


Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 

House, 

"  Retarng— Of  the  number  of  persons  of  all 
ranks  and  oUsses  employed,  in  1867  and  in 
1892,  in  tbe  serrice  of  th*  Pott  OfBee  in  the 
United  Kingdom ; 

Of  the  number  of  Borreyors,  inspectors, 
pOBtmMters,  postmasten'  clerks,  stamper^ 
lorters,  letter  carriers,  rural  messengers,  and 
other  persona  emplored  in  the  service  ot  the 
Post  Office  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  Sun- 
days; 

Of  the  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
Kinedom  which  are  open  to  the  public  on 
Sundays,  showing  generally  the  number  of 
hours  during  which  thay  are  ao  open ; 

Of  the  names  ot  all  post  town*  in  the 
United  Kingdom  OnMpoctive  of  London  and 
its  suburbs)  where  there  is  no  hoose-to-hoase 
delivery  of  letters  on  Sunday;  also  of  the 
names  of  all  such  post  towns  where  there  is 
only  a  delivery  on  Sunday  from  the  post  office 
window,  showing  the  number  of  letters 
delivered  weekly  in  each  of  such  post  towns ; 

Of  the  names  of  lUl  post  towns  and  numl 
districts  where  the  postmen  are  released  from 
Sunday  delivery  on  lUteniate  Bundi^,  with 
the  number  ot  postmen  ao  relieved  in  eaeb 
town  or  district ; 

Of  the  nomber  ot  total  poat  messengers 
that  work  on  Sundays  ; 

Ot  the  number  of  rural  post  messengers 
that  do  not  work  on  Sundays.  —(!Z%e  Ban  of 
Harrotoby.) 

*LoBD  BALFOUB :  My  Lords,  I  am 
prepared,  on  bcdisJf  of  the  Post  Office, 
to  assent  to  the  Betum  being  given  as 
it  is  now  asked  for  on  the  Paper.  The 
form  in  which  the  Motion  first  appeared 
was  open  to  objection  into  which  I  need 
not  enter,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  been 
good  enough  to  move  for  the  Betum  in 
its  present  form.  My  Lords,  I  have 
only  one  remark  to  make.  I  think  the 
noble  Earl  and  l^e  House  will  do 
wisely  to  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  re- 
forms which  have  been  instituted,  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred,  one 
of  the  not  least  important  of  wose 
which  have  been  introduced  ui  the  last 
few  years  is  that,  instead  of  there 
being  a  certain  payment  oc  weekly 
wage  for  the  werk  of  seven  days, 
there  is  now  a  certain  payment  for  six 
days'  work  and  an  additional  parent 
when  the  Sunday  is  employed  m  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office.  And,  so 
f^  as  any  attempt  is  concerned  to 
force  work,  as  I  think  the  noble  Barl 
said,upon  Post  Office  servants  on  Sunday 
in  London  or  elsewhere,  I  think  he  vm. 
find  that  the  pressure  is  just  as  often 
on  the  part  of  the  servants  to  get  the 
additional  payment  provided  «>r  the 
seventh  day's  wcnrk,  as  uptuutbe  past  of 
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the  Post  Office  to  impose  the  seventh 
day'e  work  upon  the  servant.  With 
that  explanation  I  am  willing  to  assent 
to  the  Betum. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CBIIUNAL  LAW,  IBELAND. 
QUBSnON— OBBSaVATIONS. 

Thb  Eabi.  OF  GAMFEBDOWN :  My 
liords,  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Honse  should  have  exact  and  accurate 
information  with  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  Criminal  Law  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887,  especially  with  regard 
to  the  pperation  of  that  part  of  Section 
2  under  which  chargesfor  intimidation, 
oriminal  conspiracy,  or  using  violence 
fure  triable  simply  before  two  Magis- 
trates, and  in  which  the  right  of  t^al 
by  jury  is  taken  away  from  the  person 
aoGOsed.  I  therefore  wish  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government :  (1)  How  many 
persons  are  now  in  prison  in  Ireland 
under  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
Act,  1887 ;  (2)  How  many  persons 
have  been  proceeded  against,  and  how 
many  have  been  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment under  the  Act,  since  Ist  January, 
1892 ;  (9)  In  how  many  counties  or 
parts  of  counties  is  that  portion  of  the 
Act  in  force  whi<^  confers  on  Magis- 
trates summary  jurisdiction,  as  r^s^ds 
oriminal  conspuracy,  using  violence,  or 
intimidation ;  (4)  Has  the  axes  in  wMch 
this  portion  of  the  Act  is  in  force  been 
reduced  since  1st  January,  1892  ? 

Eabi  CADOGAN:  My  Lords,  in 
reply  to  the  first  question  of  my 
noble  Friend,  I  have  to  say  that 
there  are  at  the  present  time  only 
two  persons  in  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land in  prison  under  the  Criminal 
Law  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887. 
while  the  daily  average  number  of 
prisoners  under  this  Act  during  its 
earUer  application,  namely  in  the  June 

fuarter  of  1888,  was  as  high  as  118. 
n  reply  to  the  second  question,  since 
1st  January,  1892,  74  persons  have 
been  proceeded  against  imder  this  Aet, 
and  of  these  66  were  convicted;  but 
the  Magistrates  felt  themselves  able  to 
deal  with  fifty  of  these  ca«es  by  merely 
ordering  the  defendants  to  enter  into 
soieties  or  recc^sanoes,  and  sixteen 
pwBons  only  have  been  sentenced  to 
miprisonment  under  the  Aot  since  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  Of  those 
uxteen,  as  I  have  already  stated,  two 
Lord  Balfowr 


only  are  in  custody :  one  undergoing  a 
term  of  three  calendar  months'  imprison- 
ment, dating  from  the  4th  April,  under 
conviction  and  sentence  for  intimida- 
tion committed  in  the  County  of  Cleure  ; 
and  the  other  undei^ing  a  like  term 
of  imprisonment,  dating  from  the  8th 
April,  for  the  offence  of  taking  forsible 
possession.  With  regard  to  the  third 
and  fourth  qnmtions,  the  areas  in 
which  the  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Clause  of  the  Act  has  been  enforced 
in  regard  to  criminal  conspiracy,  in- 
timidation, and  using  violence  have 
been  reduced  from  time  to  time  as 
the  condition  of  Ireland  warranted, 
until  they  became  limited  on  13th  June, 
1891,  to  the  County  of  Clare  and  to 
parts  of  the  Counties  of  Donegal, 
Galway,  and  Timierary.  On  25th 
April,  1892,  it  was  found  to  be  jio  longer 
necessary  to  maintain  the  summary 
jurisdiction  of  Magistrates  under  the 
Act  in  the  Uut  three  counties  named^ 
so  far  as  regards  the  offences  above 
specified,  and  their  proclamation  was^ 
on  that  date  revoked  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council ;  so  that  at  the 
present  time  the  only  area  in  the  whole 
of  Ireland  in  which  that  clause  is 
operative  is  the  County  of  Clare. 

THE  EARLDOM  OF  HAB. 

On  the  Earl  of  Mab  rising  to  put  a 
question,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,, 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  namely — 

"1.  Whether  his  LordBhip  will  read  to  the 
House  the  whole  of  the  letter  ftddnssed  to- 
him  by  45  Peers,  referred  to  on  the  2lBt 
ioBtuit,  which  points  ont  that  the  entail  ot 
the  Mar  estates  at  Alloa  in  1739  smciaUj  pro- 
vides that,  shoold  the  an<uent  Earldom  ot 
Mar,  attainted  in  1716,  be  restorecl  (as  it  wu 
restored  through  female  heirship  bj  Act  of 
Pariiament  in  1624),  the  nearest  bars  male- 
and  female  who  sacceed  ooder  the  said  entail 
to  these  estates  sh^  earry  the  said  restored 
honours  ot  Mar :  and  whioh  letter  idao  points 
oat  that  the  denial  of  the  rights  ot  the  boUar- 
of  the  said  andeDt  Earidmn  <rf  Mar  (tha 
restored),  under  the  said  Act  ot  1824,  to  claim, 
these  Mar  estates  as  Earl  of  Mar,  was  not 
good  in  law,  being  in  direct  ditr^ard  of  the 
said  Aot  of  1824;  and  also  that  the  alleged 
'Earidom  of  Mar  craated  in  156^'  aasomed 
by  the  Earl  of  Kdlie,  not  haviag  been  reitond 
bV  tin  said  Aot  of  1824  fnm  the  attaindw  ot 
1715,  is,  if  it  erer  eaisted,  still  on  dor  attaint ; 

2.  Whether,  aa  his  Lordship  obserrad  od> 
the  21st  instant,  that  the  said  letter  '  contained 
a  great  number  of  statements  of  fact  and  law* 
wmoh  are  inaccurate,'  he  will  kindly  send  te- 
the  Peers  who  sined  that  letter  an  answer  in 
writing  to  the  aaid  points  raised  therein ;  anft 
also  be  good  enoG^  to  sUe  dettnit^  ia. 
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case  which  has  been  decided  by  litiga- 
tion should  be  constantly  a  matter  of 
Debate  in  this  House. 


writiiig  &U  the  aUeged  inaeoaraoies,  and  ex- 
plain exactly  in  wha£  rapect  these  Btatemeots 
ace  <  inaoooratQ ' 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  before  the  noble  Earl  puts 
the  question  upon  the  Paper,  I 
think,  both  in  justice  to  the  noble 
Lords  who  sent  the  letter  to  me 
signed  with  their  names,  and  in  justice 
to  myself,  I  ought  to  a^  him  whether, 
since  the  expiration  I  ^ve  the  other 
night,  he  has  received  the  authority  of 
those  noble  Lords  to  put  timt  question 
a«un,  and  especially  in  the  form  in 
which  it  now  stands  on  the  Paper  ? 

The  Eabl  op  MAR :  My  Lords,  in 
answer  to  the  cmestion  that  the  noble 
and  l^umed  Loxd  has  just  put  to  me,  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
aU|  the  noble  Lords  who  signed  that 
letter,  but  I  have  seen  some  of  them, 
and  I  consider  myself  quite  justified,  on 
behalf  of  those  whom  I  have  seen,  in 
saying  briefly  that  

*Thb  Dukb  op  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  move 
that  the  noble  Lord  be  not  heard. 
After  what  took  place  on  Tuesday 
night  when  this  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion, and  the  very  full  and  clear 
statement  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
who  put  before  us  all  the  facts, — in  fact 
it  was  more  like  reading  a  written 
jodgment  than  anything  else,  because 
he  went  so  minutely  into  the  details, — 
and  after  what  fell  from  the  noble  and 
leiffned  Lord  omnsite  (Lord  Herschell) 
and  from  Lord  Selbome,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  be  guilty  of  disrespect 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  this 
House,  if  again  to-night  the  very  same 
question  should  be  discussed  as  was 
discussed,  and,  as  I  think,  very 
properly  dealt  with  on  Tuesday  night. 
I  therefore  ask  your  Lordships  not  to 
hear  the  noble  Earl. 

Moved,  That  the  Earl  of  Mar  be 
not  heard." — {The  Duke  of  Bichmond 
and  Gordon.) 

The  Babi.  op  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
noble  Duke,  and  I  should  put  it  very 
much  on  this  ground  :  that  it  seems  to 
me  indeoorous  uid  improper  that  any 


Motion  agreed  to. 

SALMON   AND  FBE8H-WATBB 
FISHBBIEB  BILL, 
Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  To-morrow. 

EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATIOH 
BELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Spread  3»  (according  to  order),  and 

MILITAEY  LANDS  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL. 

Spread  3"  (accordmg  to  order),  and 

BUKGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order).  andBiU  to  be  read  S'  To-monow. 

BAILWAT  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT 
(1888)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Bill  read  3»  (according  to  order),  and 
passed.  ' 

PnBLIC  LIBRARIES  LAW  CONSOLIDA^ 

TION  BILL. 

Bill  read  3"  (accordmg  to  order)  and 
passed.  ' 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Read  (according  to  order) :  Amend- 
ments made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APFBOFBIA- 
HON)  BILL. 

Read  3*  (accordinj?  to  order),  and 
passed. 

ANCIENT  MONUBJBNTB  PROTECTION 
ACT    (1882)    AMENDMENT  (IRB- 

LAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Ck)mmittee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  * 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow;  ' 
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C0MTAOI0U8  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
BILL. 

Honse  in  CJommittee  (acoording  to 
order) ;  BiU  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  BiU  to  be  road  3*  To-morrow. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Standing  Order  No,  XXXIX.  to  be 
considered  To-morrow  in  order  to  its 
being  euspended  for  the  remainder  of 
tha  Session. — {The  Marqmtt  of  Saiis- 
bury.) 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  BiU  reported  wimout  amoid- 
ipent :  Stfrnding  Committee  lugatived ; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-mmrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ( IRELAND ) 
FROTiaiONAL  ORDERS  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Bead  3*  (aooording  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LDCAh  GOVBRNHENT  PROVISIONAL 
OBDBRS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Bead  3*  (aooording  to  ordsr),  and 
passed. 

UOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (acoording  to 
order),  aad  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL, 
^ead  3"  (according  to  order),  and 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDBR  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 
9*  (according  to  order),  and 


LOCAL  GOVBRNHENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

JEoQfle  in  Committee  faocording  to 
er) :  BiU  reported  wiuxont  amend- 
mont :  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
md  BUI  to  be  i«ad  3*  To-morrow. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIOMAL 
ORDERS  (No.  U)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (acoording  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  n^atived; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GtOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  14}  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  Qujoording  to 
order) :  BiU  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  (committee  n^atived; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ( IRELAND } 
PROVISIONAL  OKDBB  (No.  10) 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (aoo(nrding  to 
order) :  BUI  reported  without  amend- 
ment: Standing  Committee  n^atived; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (INVERNESS)  BILL. 

TTonse  in  Committee  (according  o 
" :  ^er) :  BiU  reported  without  amend- 
ment:  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  with  the 

Amendments ;  BiU  passed,  andretmned 

to  the  Commons. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (acoording  to 
order);  Amendments  made;  Standipg 
Committee  negatived ;  The  Beport  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 

BCAURinUS  LOAN  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  BiU  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  n^tived; 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

BANKS  OP  ENGLAND  AND  IRBLAND 
(PATMENTS)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (accorcting  to 
order) :  BiU  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
aod  BiU  to  be  read  3^  To-morrow. 

HooM  a^joanwAj^  twenty  utelM 
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HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
Saturday,  25th  June,  1892. 


BUSIKE88   OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  con- 
sidered (according  to  order),  and  sus- 
Dended  for  the   remainder    of  the 


Session. 

ACCUMITLATIONS  BILL. 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOB  (Lord 
Halsbuby)  ;  My  Lords,  in  moving  the 
Motion  that  stands  in  my  name  I  will 
venture  to  remind  yom-  Lordships  of 
what  took  place  at  the  last  stage  of  the 
Bill  in  Committee.  My  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Herschell)  took 
an  objection  to  the  Bill  which  was  not 
disposed  of  by  taking  a  Division ;  but 
he  suggested  that  the  Bill  was  one  that 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  it  was  so  referred  in 
due  course.  The  effect,  however,  of  so 
referring  it  would  be  to  negative  the 
Bill,  and  I  propose  therefore  upon  the 
Third  Beading  to  strike  out  the  objec- 
tionable clause,  Clause  2,  which  was 
the  subject  of  debate,  and  to  meet  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  just  criti- 
cisms of  the  first  clause ;  and  with  these 
Amendments  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  pass  the  Bill.  I  have  to  move 
accordingly  that  Standing  Order  XLV. 
be  dispensed  with,  so  that  the  Bill  may 
be  considered  in  Committee. 

Moved, "  That  Standing  Order  XLV. 
be  dispensed  with." — {The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.) 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
desire  to  call  your  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  Motion  is  made.  This  Accumula- 
tions BSU  was  brought  up  from  the 
other  House  at  a  very  late  period  of  the 
Session;  it  belongs  to  a  class  of  what 
may  be  denominated  Law  Bills,  and  it 
was  introduced,  when  it  came  up  from 
the  other  House,  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack.  I 
should  like  to  say  first  that  it  is  a  Bill 
of  such  a  character  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  have  been  much 
better  brought  in  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  in  this  House  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  Bes^ioDt  or,  in. 

VOL.  V.       [foubth  aBBiEs.] 


fact,  during  any  part  of  the  Sesuon 
except  just  now,  when  we  should 
have  had  ample  time  to  consider  it 

and  put  it  into  shape.  It  is  just 
one  of  those  Bills  upon  which  I  should 
have  thought  your  Lordships  might 
have  been  usefully  employed,  and 
to  which  your  Lordships  could 
have  paid  that  attention  which  could 
not  be,  and  was  not,  given  to  it  in  the 
other  House.  My  Lords,  when  the  Bill 
came  on,  on  the  Motion  to  go  into 
Committee,  Lord  Selbome.  like  my- 
self, took  exception  to  it,  and  he  said 
— these  are  his  very  words — 

"  If  ever  there  was  a  Bill  in  this  House  that 
ought  to  go  to  a  Standing  Committee  and 
have  its  details  carefully  considered,  this  is 

tlio  BilL" 

Upon  that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
agreed  that  the  Bill  should  go  to  the 
Standing  Committee.  That  was  some 
days  ago ;  and  now  to  day,  on  practically 
the  last  day  of  the  Session,  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  moves  to  rescind  the 
Order  of  this  House  that  the  Bill  should 
go  to  the  Standing  Committee ;  and 
on  the  Third  Beading,  having  been 
practically  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  amending  the  Bill  in  Committee, 
by  the  course  taken  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  we  are  asked  to  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  My 
Lords,  if  there  were  any  urgency  in 
the  matter  I  should  not  stand  in  the 
way ;  if  it  could  be  shown  that  to 
delay  this  Bill  would  work  the  slightest 
possible  mischief  I  should  not  seek  to 
interpose  delay ;  but  my  noble  and 
learned  iViend  proposes  to  strike  out 
Clause  2,  which  gives  the  Bill  a  retro- 
spective operation,  and,  therefore,  the 
Bill  will  only  have  a  prospective  opera- 
tion. Can  there  be  any  public 
advantage  in  passing  the  first  clause 
of  this  Bill,  which  will  only  deal  with 
future  dispositions  in  such  a  shape  that, 
as  Lord  Selborne  pointed  out  the  other 
day,  the  object  you  have  in  view,  if  it 
is  a  good  object,  can  be  entirely  defeated 
and  evaded  ?  Will  it  be  creditable  to 
the  Legislature  to  pass  the  Bill  in  that 
form  ?  My  Lords,  what  the  reason  for 
insisting,  at  this  last  moment,  upon 
dealing  with  a  measure  in  this  fashion 
can  be  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imderstand. 
If  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Bill 
must  pass  this  Session  the  Standing 
Committee  might  have  be^^^i^Q^ij^. 
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for  the  next  day.  -  Certainly,  when  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  agreed  to 
that,  I  understood  that  be  thought  the 
Bill  was  one  that  ought  to  be  considered 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  and  that, 
unless  that  could  be  done  in  the 
ordinary  way,  it  could  wait  until  next 
Session.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
it  is  a  desirable  way  of  dealing  with 
such  a  Bill  as  this  when,  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  so  experienced  a  Member 
of  your  Lordships'  House  as  Lord 
Selborne  upon  such  a  question  as  this 
that  the  Bill  ought  not  to  pass  in  its 
present  shape,  and  ought  not  to  pass 
until  it  had  been  carefully  considered 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  the  House 
referred  it  to  the  Standing  Committee, 
and  then  to-day  the  House  rescinds 
that  Order  and  proceeds,  on  the  Third 
Beading,  for  the  first  time,  to  consider 
its  dctiAils 

The  prime  MINISTEE  and 
SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury):  My  Lords,  I  think 
the  principle  on  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  is  going  is  one 
which  has  produced  more  obstruction 
to  legislation  than  any  other,  though 
it  seems  reasonable ;  it  is  the  principle 
of  objecting  to  piecemeal  legi^- 
tion,  and  insisting  that  you  should 
not  deal  with  the  core  of  a 
subject  unless  you  deal  with  the  whole 
of  it.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  did 
not  say  that,  but  it  lies  at  the  base 
of  his  argument.  It  is  impossible  to 
deal  with  subjects  in  that  entire  fashion , 
though  I  quite  agree  that  the  principle, 
which  I  think  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  practically  recommended,  is  a 
counsel  of  perfection,  and  that  it  would 
be  much  better  if  we  never  touched 
any  bits  of  subjects,  but  always  took 
them  up  in  a  liu^  form.  But,  as  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  knows  very 
well,  directly  a  subject  assumes  a  large 
form  and  you  go  deep  into  it,  you  are 
exposed  to  so  many  difiiculcies  that  it 
is  only  one  or  two  strongly-pushed 
questions  that  can  pass  through  Parlia- 
ment in  one  Session.  I  think  this  is  a 
case  where  the  French  proverb  is  true 
that :  "  The  better  is  the  enemy  of  the 
good."  This  is  a  small  proposal — I 
know  very  little  about  it ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  so  far  as  it  goes  (that  is  to  say. 
Clause  1)  a  reasoQable  proposal,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  misMce  to  pot  it 

Lord  Semh^ 


off  to  next  Session,  simply  because  we 
might  do  the  thing  in  a  more  abundant 
and  wide-reaching  fashion  next  year. 
I  do  not  think  any  advantage  would 
be  gained  by  that  process.  With 
reference  to  the  Standing  Committee,  it 
was  a  mistake  no  doubt  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  the  Standing  Committee,  when 
there  was  not  any  prospect  of  the 
Standing  Committee  beinggot  together. 
We  are  in  the  unfortunate  position 
that,  while  we  have  been  belaboured 
without  mercy  in  the  Lower  House  for 
going  too  slowly,  we  are  being  be- 
laboured in  this  House  for  going  too 
fast.  I  regret  very  much  that  the 
Standing  Committee  could  not  be 
summoned  ;  but,  that  being  now 
essentially  impossible  to  arrange, 
it  appears  to  me  a  reasonable 
coarse  to  cut  out  the  olanae  on 
which  all  the  controversy  would  arise — 
for  I  understand  nobody  to  object  to 
Clause  1 — and  to  pass  Clause  1  as  it 
stands.  If  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
appeals  to  a  Division  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  should  not  run  foul  of  a 
Standing  Order ;  that  is  for  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  to  consider ;  but. 
without  professing  any  exaggerated 
enthusiasm  for  the  BiU,  I  think  the 
wiser  course  would  be  to  pass  the  first 
clause. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBBBLET  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  the  ingenious 
remarks  of  the  noble  Marquess  have 
touched  the  point  that  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  insisted  upon,  namely, 
that  the  House  is  not  being  fairly  dealt 
with  in  the  manner  that  this  Bill  comes 
before  it.  My  noble  and  learned  Friend 
pointed  out  that  Lord  Selborne,  who 
is  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in 
matters  of  this  kind — upon  which  I  am 
no  authority — said  that  this  was  a  BiU 
that  ought  not  to  pass  without  being 
considered  by  the  Standing  Committee. 
That  was  a  weighty  objection  of  course, 
and,  after  he  had  made  it,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
appeared  to  entirely  concur  with  that 
view,  and  moved  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee. 
And  now,  on  the  very  last  day  of  the 
Session,  it  is  proposed  to  rescind  that 
which  was  understood  by  us  to  be  a 
matter  already  decided,  in  order  to 
pass  a  Bill  for  which  ihan  can  be  no 
possible  urgency.  And  aa  to  the  outcry, 
if  you  like,  that   has  b^eil  macn 

Digitized  by  tjOOg IC 


1893         Accumulations         f25  June,  1892} 


1894 


against  this  House  for  not  proceeding 
sufficiently  fast  with  Bills,  that  may  be 
a  perfectly  just  accusation,  in  the  case 
of  Bills  that  must  be  passed ;  but  here 
is  a  Bill  for  which  there  is  no  necessity. 
And,  my  Lords,  it  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  consistent  with  a  due  respect 
for  this  House  that  we  should  be  forced 
on  the  ver^  last  day  of  the  Session  to 
push  a  Bill  for  which  there  is  no 
necessity,  which  so  great  an  authority 
as  Lord  Selbome  says  is  a  most  imper- 
fect Bill,  and  which  an  authority  which 
is  very  considerable,  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  behind  me,  also  says, 
unless  amended,  would  be  a  most 
unsatisfactory  piece  of  legislation.  If 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  divides 
the  House  I  shall  TOte  with  him  as  a 
protest  against  what  I  consider  an 
exceedingly  wrong  proceeding. 

Thb  lord  chancellor  :  My 
Lords,  as  the  Motion  is  mine  I  have  a 
ri^ht  to  reply.  I  think  two  things 
might  be  somewhat  obscured  by  the 
speeches  that  have  been  made.  In  the 
first  place,  when  it  is  said  that  there  was 
a  specific  Motion  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee, 
that  is  a  mistake.  That  was  simply  to 
follow  the  ordinary  course,  as  it  would 
automatically  have  been  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  if  no  Motion  had 
been  made.  And  in  the  second  place 
there  was  no  discussion  

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  There  was  a 
discussion  on  the  subject,  because  my 
noble  and  learned  fViend  said  that  the 
Standing  Committee  ought  not  to  be 
negatived. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
noble  and  learned  Friend  has  inter- 
rupted me,  and  has  not  heard  me  finish 
my  sentence.  I  said  that  there  was  no 
discussion  of  there  being  a  Standing 
Committee  which  could  meet ;  but,  at 
the  end  of  the  Session,  I  think  rather 
the  meaning  was  that  those  interested 
in  having  a  Standing  Committee  were 
desirous  of  having  an  indirect  mode  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  BiU  altogether. 
My  Lords,  I  recognise  the  force  of  the 
objection  that  has  been  made,  as  I 
think  is  clear  by  the  fact  that  I  have 
moved  to  omit  Clause  2  altogether, 
upon  the  substance  of  which,  in  truth, 
the  whole  discussion  proceeded;  the 
objection  made  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  reference  simply  to 
the  drafting,  which  showed  that  unless 


the  Bill  was  amended  it  would  effect 
nothing;  and  I  think  he  showed  very 
effectively  that,  if  the  word  "  wholly  " 
was  left  in,  the  Bill  would  not  operate 
at  all,  because  it  might  be  evaded.  My 
Lords.  I  felt  that  that  was  very  true, 
and,  accordingly,  I  have  moved  myself 
that  the  word  "  wholly  "  be  omitted, 
and  the  words  inserted  "  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,"  which  seems  to  me 
to  leave  the  Bill  entirely  free  from  ob- 
jection to  a  degree  that  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  himself  recognised  on 
the  First  Reading  of  the  Bill  ;  because 
he  said  it  did  not  go  far  enough,  and 
he  wished  it  went  further,  but  that  he 
welcomed  it  as  an  instalment  (these 
were  his  own  words).  Accordingly 
I  have  stripped  the  BiU  of  everything 
that  seems  to  me  to  be  contrc>versial ; 
and,  in  asking  your  Lordships  now  to 
pass  the  Bill,  I  am  doing  what  is  quite 
possible  because  I  gave  notice  last 
night  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  proceed  to  consider  the 
Bill. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  I  may  say 
that  if  I  thought  I  could  defeat  the 
BiU  in  the  way  hinted  at  by  the  noble 
Marquess,  by  reason  of  lack  of  numbers, 
I  would  do  so ;  but  I  am  a&aid  I  have 
ascertained  that  that  is  impossible. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Standing  Order 
XLV.  suspended. 

House  in  Committee :  Amendments 
made,  and  BiU  read  3'. 

Moved,  "  That  the  BiU  do  pass."— 

{The  Lord  Chancellor,) 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
upon  the  Motion  that  the  Bill  do  pass 
I  should  like  to  say  that  my  objection 
to  it  was  not  merely  that  it  ought  to 
go  further,  but  that,  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  professes  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  it  would  be  ineffectual.  You 
have  no  doubt  said  that  no  person 
should  direct  that  his  money  should 
be  accumulated  for  the  purpose  of 
being  laid  out  in  land ;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  his  leading  it  to 
trustees  with  full  power  to  do  so  ;  and 
the  trustees  may  lay  it  out  in  land 
just  as  if  he  had  directed  it ;  and, 
further,  if  he  had  expressed  any  wish — 
I  am  not  speaking  of  any  wish  in  his 
wiU,  but  any  desire  that  they  should 
do  so — they  would  no  doubt  comply 
with  that  desire ;  and  therefore,  as 
Lord  Selbome  B^^j^|^4^@0<^ec»° 
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do  everything  that  they  can  do  now,- 
notwithstanding  that  the  Bill  is  passed. 
That  was  the  objection  to  Clause  1, 
and  that  objection  still  remains.  And, 
as  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  has 
struck  out  Clause  2,  I  do  not  Icnow 
quite  what  the  effect  now  will  be, 
because  you  do  not  make  the  trans- 
action void ;  all  you  say  is  that  no 
person  shall  so  dispose  of  his  property. 
In  Clause  2  you  made  the  transaction 
vnid,  and  said  what  should  become  of 
the  property  so  disposed  of,  as  is 
always  done  in  Bills  of  this  kind.  Pro- 
bably now  the  person  would  be  indict- 
able for  a  misdemeanour,  but,  inasmuch 
as  these  things  are  generally  done  by 
will  and  he  would  be  dead,  I  do  not 
think  that  much  matters. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
The  objection  with  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  began  was  an 
objection  of  a  much  further  reaching 
kind  than,  I  think,  he  soems  to 
remember.  It  is  an  objection  to  all 
the  Mortmain  Acts.  You  are  always 
confronted  with  the  possibility  of  a 
secret  trust;  but  no  one  has  ever 
thought  that  the  Mortmain  Acts  were 
inexpedient  because  of  the  possibility 
of  a  secret  trust.  And  a  secret  trust 
is  possible  here,  but  that  does  not 
make  the  Bill  an  undesirable  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INiJUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to 
be  put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  Bill."— (77«;  Ltmi  HerachdL) 

-Lord  MORRIS:  My  Lords,  before 
this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  should 
like  to  make  a  few  observations  upon 
it.  I  was  not  present  when  it  passed 
the  Second  Reading ;  but  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  Bill  of  dangerous  import, 
and  liable  to  be  used  in  a  very  mis- 
chievous direction.  It  has  arisen.  I 
understand,  in  consequence  of  circum- 
stances which  occurred  in  another 
place  in  which,  for  argument's  sake,  I 
will  assume  that  the  employer  verj- 
harstily  dismissed  his  employee.  I  say 
I  will  assume  it — for  I  do  not  be- 
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lieve  it ;  but  hard  cases  we  all  know 
make  very  bad  law  for  asserting  general 
principles.  Now  what  is  the  principle 
asserted  in  this  Bill?  In  the  first 
place,  the  Bill  does  what  I  have  a  very 
strong  objection  to  personally  ;  and  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  opposite  I  am 
sure  also  has  the  same  ;  it  constitutes 
a  new  crime.  This  country  has  in 
many  places  had  the  constitution  of 
new  crimes  very  much  commented  on, 
particularly  in  a  case  in  which  it  was 
not  the  constitution  of  a  new  crime, 
but  only  a  new  mode  of  dealing  with  an 
old  crime.  Now  Clause  2  of  this  Bill 
says — 

"  Every  porson  who  commits  any  of  the 
toUomiDg  acts,  that  is  to  say,  who  threatens, 
oria  aoy  way  puninhes,  damnifios,  or  injures, 
or  attempts  to  punittb,  damnify,  or  injure,  any 
person  for  having  given  evidence  upon  any 
such  inquiry,  unless  such  evidence  ix  shown 
to  have  been  given  in  bad  faith,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  be  liable  upon 
conviction  thereof  to  a  maximum  penalty  Of 
one  hundred  pounds,  or  to  a  maximum  im- 
prisonment of  three  months." 

My  Lords,  what  the  distinction  is  be- 
tween "  damnifies  or  injures "  and 
"  attempting  to  damnify  or  injure  "  I 
really  cannot  follow.  The  Bill  goes  to 
such  an  extent  that  a  person  who  used 
the  first  syllable  of  the  word  '*  dam- 
nify "  might  very  possibly  be  brought 
before  the  Court  on  the  charge  of 
having  committed  this  new  crime. 
Then,  my  Lords,  what  is  an  employer 
to  do  supposing  he  has  an  imtrust- 
worthy  servant  who  has  repeatedly 
been  guilty  of  breaches  of  trust 
for  which  he  ought  to  have  beea 
dismissed  ;  but  because  this  untrust- 
worthy servant  has  given  evidence 
before  one  of  these  inquiries  the  em- 
ployer is  simply  precluded  from  dis- 
missing him  unless  he  finds  that  he 
has  given  false  evidence.  The  Bill 
proposes  that  it  shall  be  a  mis- 
deameanour  punishable  by  a  penalty  of 
£1(X)  or  imprisonment  for  three  months  ; 
and  it  does  so  unless — the  onus  of 
proof  is  thrown  upon  him — he  can 
show  that  such  evidence  is  given 
in  bad  faith.  Why  is  the  onus 
not  thrown  upon  the  party,  who 
wants  to  make  his  employer  guilty  of  a 
new  crime,  to  show  that  it  was  given  in 
good  faitli?  And,  my  Lords,  those  who 
are  acquainted   with    Common  Law 

Sractice  know  that  it  is  difficult  to 
ecide  what  the  law  holds-to  be  malice. 
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which  is  only  another  name  for  things 
done  in  bad  faith.  But,  my  Lords,  it 
does  not  stop  there.  This  prosecution 
is  to  be  instituted  before  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  under  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts,  that  is  to 
say,  before  a  Ma^jistrate.  It  is  true 
that  either  party  is  to  have  the  option 
of  having  the  case  sent  to  Quarter 
Sessions  or  Assizes,  where  it  would  be 
tried  before  a  jury — an  option  which, 
in  the  country  that  I  am  familiar  with, 
I  think  parties  would  not  very  often  be 
anxious  to  take.  But  it  does  not  stop 
there ;  because  it  provides  further  that 
it  may  be  lawful  for  this  Magistrate, 
having  sent  the  employer  to  gaol  for 
three  months,  or  iSned  him  £100,  then 
to  award,  under  the  name  of  compen- 
sation, any  sum  of  money  to  the  com- 
plainer — £10,000 — I  mention  that  as. a 
round  figure ;  and  that  amount,  so 
ascertained,  is,  ipso  facto,  to  become  a 
judgment  debt  on  his  property.  My 
Lords,  I  heard  my  noble  and  leai*n6d 
Friend  a  few  minutes  ago  speak  very 
strongly  indeed,  and  I  agree  with  very 
much  that  he  said,  about  rushing  Bills 
through  this  House  on  the  last  day  of 
sitting  of  the  House ;  but  here  is  a 
Bill  for  which  there  is  no  urgent  demand 
that  I  am  aware  of,  considering  that 
things  in  this  country  have  gone  on 
from  time  immemorial  without  the 
necessity  for  this  Bill.  My  Lords,  I 
have  only  called  attention  to  these  very 
striking  portions  of  the  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  it  is  a  Bill,  at 
all  events,  that  should  not  be  rushed 
through  on  the  last  day  of  the  sit- 
tings of  this  House,  but  one  which 
should  either  have  been  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee,  as  was  so  very 
ably  put  by  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  in  the  case  of  another  Bill,  or 
to  the  Law  Committee,  who  would  be 
able  to  deal  with  it.  At  present  it 
stands  thus :  that  for  dismissing  an 
untrustworthy  servant  you  may  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  or  to  be  fined, 
to  pay  him  any  compensation,  such  as 
a  jury  might  award,  and,  this  being 
constituted  a  misdemeanour,  the  em- 
ployer is  statutorily  disqualified  from 
holding  certain  appointments.  My 
Lords,  I  object  to  this  Bill  going  into 
Committee  without  its  being  sent  before 
the  Standing  Committee  who  could 
deal  with  it,  or  before  a  Law  Com- 
mittee, and  because,  at  aiil  events. 


there  is  no  particular  hurry  for  it  now, 
when  there  is  no  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering or  amending  it.  I  suggest 
that  this  is  a  case  where  the  Bill 
should  not  go  into  Committee  at  all, 
but  should  be  brought  in  again  at  a 
time  when  it  can  go  before  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
{*'  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("this  day  six  months.") — 

{The  Lord  Morris.) 

•LoBD  WATSON  :  My  Lords,  I  wish 
to  ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  for 
an  explanation  on  one  or  two  points. 

In  the  first  place,  what  is  meant  by 
giving  evidence  in  bad  faith?  Does  it 
mean  perjury  ?  And,  if  it  does  not 
mean  perjury,  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  what  it  does  mean  ?  In 
the  second  place,  I  assume  that  the 
evidence  is  given  in  good  faith,  and 
that  the  employer  believes  it ;  but 
that  it  brings  to  his  knowledge  for  the 
first  time  acts  committed  by  the  servant 
which  in  ordinary  circumstances 
would  warrant  his  dismissal.  If  I 
understand  the  Bill,  if  the  master's 
suspicions  are  corroborated  by  the 
evidence  of  the  servant,  the  result  is 
that  the  doing  of  that  by  the  master 
which  any  other  master  in  the  country 
would  do,  and  which  a  Court  of  Law 
would  consider  proper,  is  by  the  Bill  to 
become  a  misdemeanour  warranting 
three  months'  imprisonment. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  noble  and 
learned  Friend  suggests  that  this  is  a 
Bill  which  needs  looking  into  by  the 
Standing  Committee,  ana  says  that  he 
had  great  sympathy  with  the  observa- 
tions that  I  made  on  the  previous  Bill. 
He  did  not  exhibit  that  sympathy  in 
any  practical  fashion.  If  he  had 
got  up  and  supported  me  on 
that  occasion,  which  was  a  much 
grosser  case  than  he  can  suggest 
this  to  be,  I  might  have  had  more  dis- 
position to  regard  favourably  any 
observations  that  he  has  made  on  that 
point  on  the  present  occasion.  But, 
my  Lords,  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
has  said  that  this  Bill  creates  a  new 
offence,  and  that  that  is  a  bad  thing. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him  at  all.  We 
are  constantly  creating  new  offences. 
What  does  the  Legislature  exist  for 
but  to  create  new  punishments  for  acts, 
if  those  acts  are  proved  ^^®q^^ 
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judicial  to  the  community,  and  such  as 
ought  to  be  visited  with  punishment? 
Therefore  the  mere  fact  that  you  have 
created  a  new  offence  seems  to  me  to 
amount  to  nothing.  The  question  ia 
whether  there  is  an  occasion  for  doing 
so.  Then  my  nohle  and  teamed  Friend 
said  that  hard  case^  make  bad  law. 
My  Lords,  I  think  that  is  a  maxim 
which  is  frequently  very  much  abused. 
Hard  cases  make  bad  law,  no  doubt, 
when  you  are  dealing  with  a  matter 
judicially,  and  you  are  tempted  by  a 
hard  case  to  decide  contrary  to  the 
law ;  but  hard  cases  constantly  make 
very  good  law,  when  you  are  dealing 
with  a  matter  of  legislation,  because 
those  hard  cases  call  attention  to  an 
evil  that  needs  to  be  met,  and  needs 
the  Legislature  to  set  it  right.  Now 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  says  there 
is  DO  demand  for  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
blame  him  for  that;  his  time  is  no 
doubt  much  occupied,  but  obviously 
he  does  not  read  the  proceedings  that 
take  place  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament ;  because  he  makes  that  state- 
ment in  absolute  disregard  of  all  that 
has  taken  place  there.  This  matter 
was  considered  so  urgent  and  impor- 
tant that  two  Members  of  the  other 
House,  one  on  one  side  of  the  House 
and  one  on  the  other,  introduced  Bills 
on  the  subject,  each  of  them  backed  by 
a  number  of  Members.  These  two 
Bills,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  with  their  full  assent,  were 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  who 
dealt  with  the  two  Bills,  and  the  Bill 
now  before  your  Lordships  is  the  result, 
and  was  passed  with  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
supported  by  the  Government,  because 
it  was  believed  to  be  a  measure  that 
was  desirable  and  necessary.  And 
now  your  Lordships  are  asked  to 
treat  it  in  the  summary  fashion 
that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  sug- 
gests when  it  comes  before  this  House. 
My  Lords,  of  course  I  should  not  be 
anwiUing  to  consider  any  Amendments 
that  may  be  proposed.  And  with  re- 
gard to  my  noble  and  learned  Friend's 
criticism,  is  it  reasonable  to  make  it  an 
offence  where  on  public  grounds  a 
person  is  summoned  to  give  evidence 
because  it  is  thought  desirable  in  the 
public  interest  that  the  facts  should  be 
elicited  ?  I  would  say  is  it  not  right 
that  a  man  should  have  protection 
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when  he  comes  forward  in  obedience 
to  that  summons ;  is  it  not  mon- 
strously unfair  that,  having  come  for- 
ward in  the  public  interest  to  give  that 
evidence  ,so  summoned,  he  should  be 
subjected  to  disabilities  and  injuries 
and  pecuniary  loss  by  reason  of  so 
doing  ?  There  can  be  but  one  answer 
to  that  question,  and  it  is  to  meet  that 
that  this  Bill  was  introduced  and  passed 
with  common  assent.  With  regard  to 
the  question  put  by  my  noble  anfl 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Watson),  I  cannot 
think  that  Clause  2  could  be  construed 
to  apply  to  such  a  case  as  he  has  re- 
ferred to.  It  is  in  respect  of  the 
nature,  character,  and  quahty  of  the 
evidence  that  is  given,  and  not  because 
of  some  act  that  a  man  has  done.  That 
does  not  prevent  your  dismissing  him  if 
he  has  committed  such  an  act ;  you  do 
not  dismiss  him  because  of  the  evidence, 
or  the  nature,  character,  and  quality  of 
the  evidence ;  you  dismiss  him  because 
he  embezzles,  or  commits  some  other 
breach  of  trust.  That  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  come  within  the  words  of 
Clause  2 ;  but,  if  it  is  suggested  that 
the  clause  should  be  put  in  better 
form,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  the 
suggestion.  But  the  Bill,  in  the  fonii 
in  which  it  comes  before  your  Lord- 
ships for  consideration,  is  the  work  of 
some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  other 
House,  and  I  think  myself  it  would 
really  not  be  possible  reasonably  to 
construe  it  to  do  any  injustice. 
•LoKD  WATSON :  I  should  like  to 
ask  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  if 
he  will  refer  to  the  words  he  has 
specially  mentioned?  I  do  not  object 
to  the  Bill,  or  to  its  scope  as  ex- 
plained by  him ;  but  I  have  difficulty 
in  regard  to  the  expression ;  "  in 
respect  of  the  nature,  quality,  or 
character  of  the  evidence."  I  take  it 
that,  if  a  man  made  a  disclosure,  any 
punishment  inflicted  by  his  master 
would  follow  from  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  that  he  gave,  unless  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  can  satisfy  me 
that  it  is  not  so. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  1  myself  entirelv 
concur  with  what  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  (Lord  Watson)  has  just  said.  I 
do  not  know  either  what  is  the  meaning 
of  giving  evidence  in  bad  faith.  If  it 
means  false  evidence,  it  is  intelligible ; 
but  what  ig„,i?,/@^yOg^^:  giving 
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evidence  in  bad  faith?  It  seems  to 
me  rather  to  point  to  not  being  abso- 
lutely false,  but  to  evidence  given  with 
the  desire  to  injure  the  master.  Would 
that  be  giving  evidence  in  bad  faith  ? 
Surely,  if  new  offences  are  to  be 
created  without  very  minute  examina- 
tion of  the  language  in  which  they 
are  created,  it  may  give  rise  to  very 
considerable  inconvenience. 
*LoED  MOBRIS:  My  noble  and 
learned  Friend  must  have  misunder- 
stood what  I  said  about  there  being 
no  demand  for  the  Bill — I  said  it  was 
going  to  be  passed  in  a  hurry.  I  did 
not  say  there  was  no  demand  for  it. 
And  a  good  deal  of  what  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  said  is  applicable  to  a 
contention  which  I  did  not  raise.  I  do 
not  say  that  a  Bill  of  this  nature  might 
not  be  a  very  proper  Bill  to  go  before 
a  CJommittee,  and  eventually  to  pass 
into  law ;  but  I  do  object  if  at 
this  stage  we  are  to  pass  it  without 
consideration,  merely  because  it  was 
submitted  to  a  Committee  in  another 
place  consisting  of  very  distinguished 
lawyers.  My  Lords,  this  House,  after 
all,  is  the  Oourt  of  Appeal  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  law  of  the 
coantry,  and,  if  any  prerogative  of 
yoar  Lordships'  House  is  to  remain,  I 
should  say,  at  all  events,  that  it  should 
be  the  privilege  to  consider  all  matters 
regarding  le^al  positions. 

On  Question,  whether  ("  now ") 
shall  stand  part  of  the  Motion. 

Their  Lordships  divided : — Contents 
10 ;  Not-Contents  19. 

It  appearing  that  thirty  Lords  were 
not  present, 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said : 
My  Lords,  it  is  my  duty  under  the 
Standing  Order  to  declare  that  the 
question  ia  not  decided. 

LobdHERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  give  notice  that  on  Monday  I 
shall  again  endeavour  to  proceed  vnth 
the  BiU. 

potion  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

LAND  COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

THIBD  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third 
Beading  read. 

Moved.  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
3»."— (2%«  Earl  Cadogtm.) 


*Thb  Makqubss  of  WATERFORD: 
Ifwould  remind  the  noble  Lord  that  I 
asked  him  a  question  about  this  BiU 
yesterday,  which  I  said  I  would  put 
again  to-day. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  :  My  noble  Friend  asked  why 
the  date  was  fixed  in  one  of  these 
alternatives  as  the  Ist  of  June,  1893. 
The  reason  is  very  simple.  It  is  actu- 
ally in  the  clause  itself,  if  my  noble 
Friend  takes  the  trouble  to  read  the 
clause : 

"  From  and  after  the  date  at  which  the 
appeals  mentioDed  in  Snh-section  2  of  Section 
29  of  the  Farchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891,  shall  have  been  dMposed  ot" 

And  that  sub-section  of  Section  29  runs 
as  follows : 

"  Provided  that  the  duty  of  aaDctioning  ad- 
vances under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  and  this 
Act  shall  be  discharged  ezelorivelT  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  nnder  the  Purchase 

of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1885,  until  the  fair  rent 
appeals  lodged  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
June  one  thouHand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  sh^l  have  been  disposed  of." 

It  was  simply  in  order  to  make  the  two 
dates  run  together. 

-The  Marquess  op  WATERFORD :  I 
would  draw  my  noble  Friend's  atten- 
tion to  this,  that  the  one  alternative 
deals  with  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Act  of  1881,  and  the  other  with  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  1885  ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  unfair  that  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  1885 
are  to  wait  to  have  their  salaries  in- 
creased until  the  work  to  be  done  by 
the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  of 
1881  shall  have  been  finished. 

Earl  CADOGAN :  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  represent  the  Treasury  in  this  case. 
I  have  given  the  only  answer  that  I  have 
received  from  the  Treasury,  and  I  can 
do  no  more. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  3',  and  passed. 

8AI.M0N   AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  BILL. 

House  in  (Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  BiU  read  3', 
and  passed.  ^  . 
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BURGH    POLICE   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL. 
Read  3'  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
ACT  (1882)  AMENDMENT  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

CONTAGIOUS    DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order) :  An 
Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAKS  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) :  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read  3',  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

TECHNICAL     INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) :  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

MAURITIUS  LOAN  BILL. 
Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

BANKS  OP  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND 
(PAYMENTS)  BILK 
Read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL. 

.Eead3'(accordingtoorder):  Amend- 
mjents  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  (LOAN)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived: 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3', 
and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 
Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed :  The  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  tlie  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILU 

Bead  3"  (according  to  order),  and 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 
Bead  3^  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 

Bead  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
pabsed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER    (No.  14)  BILL. 
Read  3"  (according  to  order) :  An 
Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  10)  BILL. 

Read  3**  (according  to  order),  and 

passed. 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT  (SCOTLAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (INVERNESS)  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

HoQse  adjourned  at  Oae  o'docsk, 
to  Monday  oext,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'dook. 
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HOUSE    OF  liOBBS, 
Monday,  27th  June,  1892. 


COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the 
Boyal  Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated  Fund  (Appropria- 
tion). 

2.  Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality). 

3.  Marriages  Abroad. 

4.  Parliamentary  Deposits  and 
Bonds. 

5.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs). 

6.  National  Debt  (Conversion  of 
Exchequer  Bonds). 

7.  Post  Office  Act  (1891)  Exten- 
sion. 

8.  Taxes  (Begolation  of  Bemunera- 
tion). 

9.  Technical  and  Industrial  Insti- 
tutions. 

10.  Alkali,  4c.  Works. 

11.  Colonial  Stock  Act  (1877)  Amend- 
ment. 

12.  Forged  Transfers. 

13.  Naval  Knights  of  Windsor. 

14.  Small  Agricultural  Holdings. 

15.  Police  Betums. 

16.  National  Debt  (Stockholders* 
Belief). 

17.  Superannuation  Acts  Amend- 
ment (No.  2). 

18.  Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland). 

19.  Education  and  Local  Taxation 
Belief  (Scotland). 

20.  National  Education  (Ireland). 

21.  MiUtary  Lands  (Consolidation). 
33.  Merchant  Ship^nng  Acts  Ammd- 

ment. 

23.  Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act 
(1888)  Amendment. 

24.  Fublie  Libraries  Iaw  Consolida- 
tion. 

25.  Land  Commissioners  (Ireland). 

26.  Ancient  Monuments  Protection 
Act  (1882)  Amendment  (Ireland). 

37.  Contagious  Diseases  (AninuUs). 

38.  Maoritius  Loan. 

29.  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland 
payments). 

TOIi.  V.      [fouBSH  aaam.] 


30.  Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fish- 
eries. 

31.  British  Columbia  (Loan). 

32.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1). 

33.  Local  Government  (Scotland) 
Order  (Glasgow,  &c.) 

34.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation. 

36.  Local  Grovemment  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  6). 

36.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7). 

37.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8). 

38.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  9). 

39.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  11). 

40.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  13). 

41.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (Poor  Law). 

42.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3). 

43.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No,  4). 

44.  Pier  and  Harbour  FroTisional 
Orders  (No.  5). 

45.  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order 
(Morton  Fen). 

46.  Metropolitan  Police  Froviuonal 
Order. 

47.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2). 

48.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  3). 

49.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  4). 

50.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  5). 

51.  Local  Government  (Iceland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  7). 

52.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  8). 

53.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  9). 

64.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  10). 

55.  Galway  Infirmary. 

56.  Education  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London). 

57.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  4). 
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58.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
'  firmation  (No.  6). 

59.  General  Police  and  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Provisional  Order 
(Inverness). 

DE  WAHULL  BARONY. 

Committee  for  Privileges  met :  Claim 
considered  ;  and  the  Committee  re- 
solved that  the  Claimant  John  Chet- 
wood  Ghetwood-Aiken  has  failed  to 
show  that  there  was  created  any  such 
barony  of  Be  WahuU  as  he  alleges : 
Beport  thereof  to  be  made  to  the 
House. 

Report  from  the  Committee  for 
Privileges  that  the  Claimant  John 
Chetwood  Chetwood-Aiken  has  failed 
to  show  that  there  was  created  any  such 
barony  of  De  Wabull  as  he  -alleges ; 
made,  and  agreed  to,  and  resolved  and 
adjured  ao^nrdingly ;  and  Resolution 
and  Judgment  to  he  laid  before  Her 
Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 

Ordered  that  all  deeds,  documents, 
and  paperb  produced  on  behalf  of  the 
claimant  by  his  a^nt  be  delivered  to 
the  said  agent,  and  Uiat  the  evidence 
be  printed. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Lord  Barnard,  after  the  death 
of  his  kinsman. 

WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INqUIRIBS) 
PROTECTION  BILL. 

OOHHnTEIG.     [adjourned  DEBATE.] 

Order  of  the  Day  read  for  resuming 
the  Debate  on  the  Amendment  to  the 
Motion  that  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said 
Bill,  namely,  to  leave  out  ("now") 
and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion 
("  this  day  six  months"). 

Debate  resumed  accordingly. 

Lord  HEESCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
have,  of  course,  no  right  to  address  your 
Lordships  further,  inasmuch  as  this  is 
merely  an  Adjourned  Debate.  I  desire, 
however,  to  say  that  I  am  in  a  position 
to  move  an  Amendment  which,  I  think, 
will  remove  the  difficulty  that  my  noble 
aad  learned  Friend  (Lord  Watson)  had, 


and  I  should,  of  coarse,  be  willing  to 
consider   any  other  Amendment  in 
Committee. 
*LoRD  MORRIS  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
no  right  either  to  address  your  Lord- 
ships,  but,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, 
I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
Motion  that  this  House  be  now  put 
into  Committee.  I  have  considered  the 
position  of  the  Bill,  and,  as  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  opposite  proposes 
an  Amendment  which,  to  some  extent, 
meets  some  of  the  objections  I  made, 
and  which  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Watson)  made,  I  do  not  propose 
to  offer  any  further  opposition  to  the 
Motion.    At  the  same  time,  I  am  very 
glad  that  I  did  oppose  it  on  Saturday, 
because  the  pushing  of  Bills  of  impor- 
tance at  this  stage  of  the  existence  of 
Parliament  has,  to  my  mind,  now 
almost  reached  a  scandal.  My  opinion, 
as  a  recent  Member  of  your  Lordshipa' 
House,  cannot  be  of  as  much  value  as 
that  of  others,  but  I  am  glad  to  find  in 
the  Times  this  morning  a  very  good 
summary  of  the  reasons  assigned  by 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord 
Herschell)  against  passing  Bills  of  im- 
portance at  this  stage  of  the  Sittings  of 
this  House.    At  the  same  time,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  stood  in  a 
very  difficult  position,  for  in  abont  five 
minutes  after  he  had  delivered — I  will 
not  say  that  leoture,  but  that  ezptea- 

sion  of  opinion,  he  immediately  

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  I  beg 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  pardon  ; 
I  must  rise  to  Order ;  be  has  already 
spoken  and  divided  the  House.  My 
noble  and  learned  Fnend  will  wish  to 
answer  what  he  is  saying.  At  a  further 
stage  of  the  Bill  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  could  speak,  bat  I  think  he  is  out 
of  Order  at  present. 
*LoBD  MORRIS:  I  thought  I  was 
speaking  by  permission  of  the  House. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBERLEY:  I 
have  no  wish  to  prevent  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  from  speaking,  but  after 
my  noble  uid  learned  friend  has 
admitted  that  he  oonld  not  speak,  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  either. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
"Hjllsbvkv)  :  I  had  supposed  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  requested  Ui$ 
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leave  of  the  House  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

On  Question  whether  ("  now  ")  shall 
stand  piu-t  of  the  Motion,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

CHanse  2. 

LoED  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
in  order  to  meet  the  point  raised  by 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord 
Watson)  I  propose  to  leave  out  the 
words  in  line  13  "  in  respect  of  the 
nature,  quality,  and  character,"  and  to 
insert  "  on  account." 

Amendment  moved :  page  1,  line  13 
omit  ("  in  respect  of  the  nature,  quality, 
and  character ")  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  ("  on  account "). — (The  Lord 
Herschell) 

Lord  WATSON  :  That  completely 
obviates  my  objection. 

Thb  LOBD  CHANCELLOB  :  I  can- 
not forbear  from  saying  that,  if  the 
objection  was  a  good  one  beforehand,  I 
cannot  see  that  uie  Amendment  makes 
much  difference.  It  enumerates  a 
nmnber  of  causes  in  respect  to  which 
the  question  may  arise,  and  if  words 
sogeneralas"  on  accoimt "  comprehend, 
fts  I  think  they  do,  all  the  other  causes, 
I  do  not  see  why  a  general  word,  which 
comprehends  all  the  other  causes,  is 
better  than  the  enumeration  of  the 
particular  causes. 

Lobd  HEBSGHELL  :  The  point  is 
this.  It  was  suggested  that  saying 
that  you  were  not  to  do  something  "  in 
i^sq>eet  of  tiie  nature^  quality,  or 
ohatifMter"  were  broad  words  which 
nitp;h|  possibly  be  held  to  cover  your 
doing  it  in  regard  to  some  act  which 
the  witness  admitted  in  his  evidence 
he  had  done,  which,  of  course,  was  not 
intended ;  but,  if  you  say  that  it  shall 
not  be  done  on  account  of  the  evidence 
he  had  given,  that  cannot  be  held  to 
cover  your  doing  it  on  account  of  bodm 
act  he  did. 

Thk  lobd  CHANCELLOB:  But 
vhich  he  disclosed  in  the  evidence  he 
gave. 

Loan  HERSCHELL:  Yes.  You 
would  not  then  dismiss  him  on  account 
of  the  evidence  he  had  given,  but  on 
iMoount  of  the  act  he  had  done,  which, 


if  it  were  a  sufficient  ground  for  dis- 
missal, you  would  be  justified  in  doing 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Loud  HEBSCHELL :  My  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Morris)  took 
exception  to  the  burden  oi  proof  being 
thrown  upon  the  person  who  was 

charged  by  the  words,  "unless  it  is 
shown  to  have  been  given  in  bad  faith." 
I  myself  have  no  feeling  about  the  onus 
of  proof,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to  alter 
it  so  as  to  remove  that  objection,  and 
to  make  it  read  "  unless  such  evidence 
was  given  in  bad  faith."  I  think  that 
would  be  better,  because  the  other 
mixes  up  the  means  of  proving  it  with 
the  offence,  which  I  think  is  not  so 
good.  I  would  only  point  out,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  drafting,  that  I  think 
those  words  would  come  in  better  after 
the  word  "shall"  and  before  "be guilty 
of  a  misdemeanour,"  instead  of  being 
connected  with  the  words  that  imme- 
diately precede;  therefore,  I  propose 
the  Amendment  in  that  form. 

Amendment  moved :  line  15  leave 
out  ("  unless  it  is  shown  to  have  been 
given  in  bad  faith  ")  and  insert  in  line 
16  after  the  word  ("shall")  ("'unless 
such  evidence  was  given  in  bad  faith  "). 
—{The  Lord  Uerschell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Amendments 

reported. 

Moved,  *<  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
B\"—{The  Lord  fferscheU.) 

•Lobd  MORRIS:  Now  I  believe  I 
am  in  Order  in  making  a  few  observa- 
tions  to  your  Lordships.  I  have  not 
stood  in  the  way  of  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend,  the  patron 
of  the  Bill,  getting  it  into  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  was  about  to  say  that  I 
quite  acquiesce  in  the  very  trenchant 
language  used  by  him  on  Saturday,  and 
b^  the  noble  Earl  opposite  ^tbe  Earl  of 
Kimberley),  as  regards  passmg  Bills  of 
importance  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the 
Sittings  of  the  House.  Lord  Herschell 
ifl  reported  in  the  Times  to  have 
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"complained  of  the  course  tafaen  with  re- 
gard to  thit  Bill.  It  WAB  s  Bill  which  ought 
Dot  to  have  been  delayed  till  practically  the 
last  day  ot  the  Seuion,  becaute  it  was  one  on 
which  their  LordshipB  migbt  usefully  have 
been  oaoapied.  It  was  eminently  a  Bill 
which,  in  the  lanpoage  of  Lord  Selborne, 
ought  to  be  considered  in  detail  by  the 
Standing  Committee.  Yet  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor proposed  to  rescind  the  Order  to  send 
it  to  a  Standing  Committee,  so  that  practi- 
cally their  LordshipB  were  asked  to  consider 
the  pi^risioQS  of  the  Bill  on  Third  Readint^ 
He  protested  against  such  a  method  of  deal- 
ing with  an  important  Bill,  all  the  more  as  it 
hM  not  bean  shown  that  delay  would  work 
the  dightast  public  miidiief." 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley  was  ahnost  as 
strong  in  his  language.  He — 

"Denied  that  there  was  urgency  for  the 
BiU,  and  said  it  was  extremely  wrong  and 
inconvenient,  as  well  as  inconsistent  wi&  due 
respect  to  the  House,  that  they  should  be 
called  upon  at  the  last  momeDl  to  pass  an 
important  measure."  ' 

My  Lords,  these  were  all  observa- 
tions addressed  to  the  Accumula- 
tions Bill  —  a  Bill  deahng  with 
property.  My  objections  and  my 
protest  applied  to  a  Bill  of  far 
greater  importance,  becattse  it  deals 
not  alone  with  property  but  with  per- 
sonal liberty.  Notwithstanding,  how- 
ever, the  position  in  which  the  House 
has  been  placed  by  the  Bill  having  been 
only  brought  forward  substantially  on 
Saturday,  I  do  not  choose  to  take  upon 
myself  the  responsibility  of  the  Bill 
being  defeated,  and  accordingly  I 
have  allowed  it— so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  and  the  noble  Lords  who 
would  be  disposed  to  support  me — to 
go  into  Committee,  and  now  it  stands 
for  Third  Reading.  My  Lords,  it  has 
had  one  useful  lesson.  The  independent 
Peers  in  this  House  on  Saturday  out- , 
voted  both  the  Government  Bench  and 
Her  Majesty's  Opposition,  and  an 
independent  Peer  m  the  person  of 
Lord  Denraan ;  and  it  is  an  induce- 
ment to  noble  Lords,  I  think,  on  a 
future  occasion  not  to  allow  Bills  of 
this  kind  to  pass  wi^ut  protest  at  all 
events.  I  myself  was  very  much  in- 
fluenced in  not  wishing  this  Bill  to 
pass  without  being  sent  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  or  a  Law  Committee,  by 
what  happened  to  the  National  Edu- 
cation Bin  for  Ireland — a  BiU  of  the 
greatest  importano^  tQ  Ireland,  and  in 


regard  to  which  everybody  was 
assenting  to  Amendments  as  being 
necessary  to  prevent  its  being  an  im- 
perfect measure.  Notwithstanding 
that,  we  were  told  that  if  there  was  the 
shghtest  amendment  of  the  Bill  it 
would  fall  to  the  ground.  My  Lords, 
I  was  anxious  to  have  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  that  Bill,  and  if  there  is 
any  Member  of  your  Lordships*  House, 
who  may  be  supposed  to  have  some 
sort  of  legitimate  claim  to  do  so,  I 
think  I  would  be  the  ^rson,  as  I  am 
the  only  Member  of  either  House  of 
Parliament  who  is  a  CommisBioner  iot 
National  Education  in  Ireland  to  whan 
this  matter  is  entrusted  ;  and  I  was 
anxious  to  show  that  the  alleged 
pledges  made  were  inoperative,  and 
would  never  bring  a  deserving  body  like 
the  Christian  Brothers  within  the 
purview  of  the  Bill.  In  regard  to 
this  Bill,  I  do  not  like  it  as  it  is.  and  I 
have  already  put  forward  several 
objections  to  it  which  weighed  y/iih  iho 
great  majority  of  the  House ;  in  fact, 
the  accident  of  another  Peer  being 
present,  and  even  voting  for  the  BiU, 
would  have  negatived  it.  But  I  am  not 
sorry  at  the  result.  I  have  no  anxiety  to 
accommodate  gentlemen  in  straits  in 
dealing  with  the  labouring  classes,  in 
the  North  of  England  or  elsewhere,  in 
trying  to  draw  the  trail  across  the 
scent  of  the  flowers  of  the  labour 
question  by  diverting  their  attention 
from  it  to  an  interference  with  this 
House  in  a  matter  which  it  is  supposed 
will  be  of  advantage  to  the  labonring 
classes.  I  shall  not  facilitate  them; 
and  that  is  an  element  in  my 
withdrawing  my  opposition  to  the  BiO 
proceeding.  Under  these  cirtfam- 
stances  I  do  not  propose  to  do  more 
than  protest. 

LordHEESCHELL:  My  Lords,  aa 
it  is  rather  important  that  this  measure 
should  go  down  to  the  other  House,  I 
do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  a  detailed 
examination  of  what  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  said.  He  seems 
to  be  gratified  that  a  number  of  Peers 
succeeded  in  overcoming  the  OppositioD 
on  Saturday  ;  but  seeing  that  the 
Opposition  consisted  of  two,  he  did  not 
exhibit  any  unparalleled  strength  oa 
that  oooaaipn, 
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The  LOBD  GHANGELLOB  :  My 
Lords,  before  parting  with  this  Bill  I 
must  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  in 
a  condition  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
passed ;  but  I  do  not  deny  that  the 
subject  deserves  consideration  and 
treatment,  and,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
apply  to  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Justice, 
bat  it  is  limited  to  evidence  given  under 
the  authority  of  a  Boyal  Commission, 
a  Committee  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  any  other  public  statutory 
authority,  I  do  not  think  it  is  likely  to 
have  any  great  operation  between  this 
and  the  next  Sesmon  (rf  Parliament ; 
and,  if  it  is  supposed  to  affirm  the 
principle  that  witnesses  ought  to  be 
protected  in  giving  evidence  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  give,  whether  they 
like  it  or  not,  I  shonld  approve  of  that. 
I  do  not  like  the  mode  in  which  the 
Bill  is  passed ;  it  seems  to  me  to  leave 
a  great  deal  too  much  to  the  first 
authority  who  is  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  My  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Moms)  truly  said,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  debate  upon  the  subject, 
that  the  magistrate  might  inflict  a  fine 
of  £10,000,  and  there  is  no  power  to 
put  him  right.  I  d6  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  is  very  probable  that  that 
would  happen,  nor  do  I  suppose  my 
noble  and  warned  Friend  meant  to  say 
that  it  would;  but  that,  I  think,  is  a 
Boffioirat  indication  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  Bill  is  drawn  to  show  your 
I^ordships  that  it  has  not  been  a  very 
well-considered  measm*e  in  its  details. 
Who  is  responsible  for  that  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  I  know  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  will  say  that  the 
Bill  was  supported  by  the  Government. 
I  can  only  say  that  the  form  of  the 
Bill  appears  to  me  objectionable,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  will  do  any  harm  be- 
tween this  and  the  time  when  it  can  be 
amended,  and  I  am  reluctant  to  put 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  affirming 
a  principle  with  which  I  heartily 
ooDour. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  3*,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
tumed  to  the  Commons. 


ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  VACCINA- 
TION. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

LoED  HERSCHBLL:  My  Lords, 
as  some  inquiry  has  been  made  about 
my  not  having  brought  on  the  Motion 
of  which  I  gave  notice,  with  r^ard  to 
the  Beport  of  the  Boyal  Gomnussion 
on  Vaccination  and  legi^tion  upon  it, 
I  desire  to  say  that  immediately  after 
I  had  given  notice  the  Dissolution  was 
announced,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  bring  forward  a  Motion 
requiring  immediate  legislation  which, 
under  those  circumstuices,  was  ob- 
viously impossible. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Second  Eeport  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee considered  (according  to  order), 
and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  OOVEBNMEMT  PBOVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  10)  BILL. 
Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  forthwith :  Amendments 
made  (Cheltenham  Order  omitted) : 
Standing  Committee  negatived  :  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended)  Amendments  reported : 
Bill  read  3",  with  the  Amendments, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL. 

Bead  2*  (on  Motion)  (The  Lord 
Hartismere  [L.  Senniker] ),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  forthwith :  House  in  Committee 
accordingly  :  Amendments  made : 
Standing  Committee  negatived :  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended)  Amendments  reported: 
Bill  read  3'.  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure; 
House  resumed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  5)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Beturaed  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 
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WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Betumed  from  the  Commons  agreed 


to. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments:  The  said  Amendments 
considered  (on  motion),  and  agreed  to. 

CORONERS'  DEPITTIES  BILL. 
Betumed  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  a  con- 
sequential Amendment  to  the  Bill :  The 
said  consequential  Amendment  con- 
sidered (on  motion)^  and  agreed  to. 

ALLOTMENTS   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LAND  (IRELAND)  (No;  2)  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

ACCUMULATIONS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

BURGH   POLICE   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INQUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  BILU 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

TECHNICAL   INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agrwd  to. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PRCfVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.  10)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.   12)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER   (No.  16)  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILI* 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

TELEGRAPHS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  14)  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

House  adjoomed  at  a  quarter  before 
FiTB  o'clock,  tiU  To-morrow, 
Three  o'dodi. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  27th  June,  1892. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to-— Consoli- 
dated Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Alkali,  kc,  Works  Bill,  Police  Returns 
Bill,  National  Debt  (Stockholders* 
Relief)  Bill,  Superannuation  Acts 
Amendment  (No.  2)  Bill,  Poor  Law 
Schools  (Ireland)  Bill,  Education  and 
Local  Taxation  ReHef  (Scotland)  Bill, 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Military  Lands  (Consolidation)  Bill, 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act  (1888) 
Amendment  Bill,  Public  Libraries  Law 
&)n8oIidation  Bill,  Salmon  and  Fresh- 
water Fisheries  Bill,  Land  (Tommis* 
sioners  (Ireland)  Bill,  Ancient  Monu- 
ments Protection  Act  (1882)  Ameod- 
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ment  (Ireland)  Bill,  Contagious  Dis- 
eases (Animals)  Bill,  Mauritius  Loan 
Bill,  Banks  ol  England  and  Ireland 
(Payments)  Bill,  British  Columbia 
(Loan)  Bill,  Galway  Infirmary  Bill, 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill.  Land  Drainage  Pro- 
visional Order  (Morton  Fen)  Bill,  Me- 
tropolitan Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill,  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  3)  Bill,  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  5)  Bill,  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4) 
Bill,  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill,  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  7) 
Bill,  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  8)  Bill,  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  9)  Bill,  Local  Government 
^reland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2) 
Bill,  Local  Ooremmrat  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill,  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill,  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (Poor 
Law)  Bill,  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  8)  Bill,  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 

9)  Bill,  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  11)  Bill,  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No. 

10)  Bill,  General  Police  and  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  I^wrisional  Order 
[Inverness]  Bill. 

Telegraplis  Bill,  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  14)  Bill,  with 
an  Amendment  to  each  Bill. 

Allotments  (ScoUand)  Bill,  Coroners' 
Deputies  Bill,  Drainage  and  Improve- 
ment oi  Land  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill, 
t^iblic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
Accumulations  Bill,  Burgh  Police 
(Scotland^  Bill,  Public  Works  Loans 
Bill,  Technical  Instruction  (Scotland) 
Bill,  Shop  Hours  Bill,  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill, 
Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums, 
fto.)  BiU. 

^YAL  ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords 
Commissioners : — 

The  House  went;  uid  being 
returned : — 

Mr.  Speakeb  reported  the  Boyal 
Asswt  to — 


Boyal  Assent.  1918 

1.  Appropriation  Act,  1892. 

2.  Clergy  Discipline  Act,  1892. 

3.  Foreign  Marriage  Act,  1892. 

4.  Parliamentary  Deposits  and 
Bonds  Act,  1892. 

5.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs)  Act,  1892. 

6.  National  Debt  (Conversion  of 
Exchequer  Bonds)  Act,  1892. 

7.  Post  Office  Act,  1892. 

8.  Taxes  (Eegulation  of  Remunera- 
tion) Amendment  Act,  1892. 

9.  Technical  and  Industrial  Institu- 
tions Act,  1892. 

10.  Alkali,  &o.  Works  Begulation Act, 
1892. 

11.  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1893. 

12.  Forged  Transfers  Act,  1892. 

13.  Naval  Knights  of  Windsor 
(Dissolution)  Act,  1892. 

14.  Small  Holdings  Act,  1892. 

15.  Police  Betums  Act,  1892. 

16.  National  Debt  (Stockholders' 
Belief)  Act,  1892. 

17.  Superannuation  Act,  1892. 

18.  Boards  of  Management  of  Poor 
Law  District  Schools  (Ireland)  Act, 
1892. 

19.  Education  and  Local  Taxation 

Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

20.  Irish  Education  Act,  1892. 

21.  Military  Lands  Act,  1892. 

22.  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1892. 

23.  Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1892. 

24.  Public  Libraries  Act,  1892. 

25.  Land  Commissioners  (Ireland) 
Salaries  Act,  1892. 

26.  Ancient  Monuments  Protection 

(Ireland)  Act,  1892. 

27.  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  1892. 

28.  Mauritius  Hurricane  Loan  Act, 
1892. 

29.  Bank  Act,  1892. 

30.  Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries 

Act,  1892. 

31.  British  Columbia  (Loan)  Act, 
1892. 

32.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Act.  1892. 

33.  Glasgow,  &o.  Order  Confirma- 
tion Act,  1892. 

34.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Act,  1892. 
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35.  Local  Government  Board's  Fro- 
visional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  6) 
Act,  1892. 

36.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  7) 
Act,  1892. 

37.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Oders  Confirmation  ,  (No:  8) 
Act.  1892. 

38.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  9) 
Act,  1892. 

39.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  11) 
Act,  1892. 

40.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  13) 
Act,  1892. 

41.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  (Poor 
Law)  Act,  1892. 

42.  Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  3)  Act.  1892. 

43.  Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  4)  Act,  1892. 

44.  Pier  and  Harbour  Order  Con- 
firmation (No.  5)  Act,  1892. 

45.  Land  Drainage  Supplemental 
Act,  1892. 

46.  Metropolitan  Police  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1892. 

47.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  2)  Act,  1892. 

48.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  3)  Act,  1892.  . 

49.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  4)  Act,  1892. 

50.  Ijocal  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  5)  Act,  1892. 

51.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  7)  Act,  1892. 

52.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  8)  Act,  1892. 

53.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  9)  Act,  1892, 

54.  Local  Government  Board  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  10)  Act,  1892. 


55.  Galway  Hospital  Act,  1892. 

56.  Education  Department  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  (London) 
Act.  1892. 

57.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  4)  Act,  1892. 

58.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  6)  Act,  1892. 

59.  General  Police  and  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1862.  Order 
Confirmation  (Inverness)  Act,  1892. 

NORTH   EASTERN  RAILWAY  (HULL 
DOCKS)   BILL  ILordsl 

(3.35.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  With  your  permission,  Mr. 
Speaker,  X  desire  to  ask  whether  any 
report  is  to  be  made  to  the  House  as 
to  the  retirement  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company's  Bill  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Hull  Doc^  and  other 
purposes,  after  the  hearing  of  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  ;  and  what  effect  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Chairman  has  had 
on  the  finding  of  the  Committee? 

Mr.  speaker  :  In  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member.  I  have  to 
say  that  a  few  minutes  before  the 
Committee  sat  on  Friday  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Islington  (Mr.  Richard  Chamberlain) 
came  to  me  and  infornied  me  that  he 
was  under  some  doubt  as  to  his  being 
qualified  to  adjudicate  on  the  Bill  in 
consequence  of  some  interest  he  had  in, 
I  think,  tlie  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  who  are  iHX)moters,  I  believe, 
of  the  Hull  Docks  Bill.  I  had  no  time 
to  refer  to  any  precedents ;  tiw  Com- 
mittee was  about  to  sit,  and  I  recom- 
mended the  hon.  Member  to  take  the 
course  I  should  have  considered  it  my 
duty  to  take  under  like  circumstances, 
tiaving  doubt  as  to  my  competency  to 
adjudicate  upon  a  Bill.  I  had  the  less 
doubt  in  recommending  him  to  take 
that  course,  inasmuch  as  his  with- 
drawal would  not  in  any  way  invaii- 
date  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee; 
and  the  three  hon.  Gentlemen  left  on 
the  Committee — the  Chairman  faAving 
withdrawn  from  adjudication  and  taking 
no  further  part  in  the  proceedings — 
would  be  competent  to  choose  ancnher 
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Chairman  in  his  place,  and  proceed  to 
deal  with  their  Eeport.  This  they  did, 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  threw  out  the 
Bill.  A  Report  has,  in  accordance  with 
the  T^alations  of  the  House,  been  made 
to  the  Hoose  that  Mr«  Biohard  Cham- 
berlain— 

Haviiig  stated  he  was  luable  to  take 
further  part  io  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  aceouat  of  his  being  a  shareholder 
in  Uie  NorUi  Eastern  Rwlway  Company  did 
not  farther  attend  the  Committee." 

That  being  the  case,  I  do  not  know 
that  the  House  has  any  remedy  in  its 
luuids.  Though  the  Chairmui  con- 
mdered  himseu  disqualified  to  act,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  were  not 
invalidated  ab  initio  or  in  any  part,  and 
in  preparing  their  Beport  the  Committee 
came  to  the  decision  to  throw  out  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  think  the  House  has 
any  action  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Q  V  E  ST  ION  S. 


{27  June,  1892}  County  Council  Election.  1922 


POLLING  IRREGULARITY  AT  A 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  ELECTION. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  In  the 
absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Holmfirth  Division  (Mr.  H.  J. 
Wilson),  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  an  alleged  ill^al  practice  which  took 
place  at  the  polling  station  at  Hather- 
sage  in  connection  with  the  recent 
Derbyshire  County  Council  election, 
held  on  the  2nd  of  March ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Charles  Eyre  Bradshaw 
Bowles,  of  Abney,  near  Hathersage, 
who  is  registered  Els  the  owner  of  a 
certain  freehold  estate  there,  appUed 
at  the  polling  station  at  Hathersage, 
in  contravention  of  the  Ballot  and 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  for 
a  ballot  paper  in  the  name  of  Arthur 
Humphrey  Bowles,  who  is  registered 
and  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  in 
respect  of  his  occupation  of  the  said 
estate  ;  that  C.  E.  B.  Bowles  on  the 
2nd  of  March  entered  the  polling  station 
and  applied  for  a  ballot  paper,  and 
that  the  oCBcer  or  clerk  in  charge  of 
tbe  ballot  papers  in  the  station  read 
hrom  the  list  of  persons  entitled  to  vote 
at  such  election  the  name  of  Arthur 
Humphiey  BowleSi  and  also  his  de- 


scription, to  which  question  C.  E.  B. 
Bowles  replied  that  he  was  the  person 
therein  mentioned  ;  that  the  oflBcer  or 
clerk  thereupon  supplied  C.  E.  B. 
Bowles  with  a  ballot  paper,  which  was 
afterwards  spoilt  and  given  up  to  the 
presiding  officer ;  and  whether  C.  E.  B. 
Bowies  applied  for  and  obtained  a 
second  ballot  paper,  and  afterwards 
placed  the  same  in  the  ballot  box  in 
the  usual  way;  and  if  he  is  satisfied 
that  C.  E.  B.  Bowles  acted  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned  he  intends  to 
take  any  and  what  steps  in  connection 
therewith  ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this  question 
He  has  received  from  the  Betuming 
Ofi&cer  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Coun- 
cil the  following  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Charles  Eyre  Bradshaw 
Bowles,  of  Abney,  is  owner  of  a 
freehold  estate  there,  and  his  name 
is  upon  the  Farhamentary  register, 
but  by  some  oversight  his  name 
was  omitted  from  the  Coimty 
Council  register.  During  the  polling 
hours  he  entered  the  polling  station, 
and  on  being  asked  his  name  by  the 
presiding  officer  he  replied  "  Mr. 
Bowles.  The  officer  appears  then  to 
have  read  the  name  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Humphrey  Bowles.  Mr.  Bowles,  who 
is  stated  to  be  rather  deaf,  made  no 
reply,  and  the  officer  states  that  he 
thinks  Mr.  Bowles  did  not  hear  his 
brother's  name  read.  A  paper  was 
then  handed  to  Mr.  Bowles,  who  ap- 
pears accidentally  to  have  spoiled  it 
and  to  have  applied  for  another,  which 
he  placed  in  the  ballot-box.  The  matter 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Returning  Officer  some  days  after  the 
election,  and  he  then  made  full  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  He  further  states 
that,  as  Mr.  Bowles  is  well  known  in 
the  neighbourhood,  holding  the  posi- 
tion he  does  and  knowing  himself  to 
be  on  the  Parliamentary  register,  he 
naturally  assumed  his  name  was  on 
the  Council  register,  or  it  is  not  likely 
that  he  would  have  openly  acted  in 
the  way  he  did.  The  Returning  Officer, 
on  consideration  of  the  whole  matter, 
did  not  think  it  his  duty  to  take  emy 
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proceedings  which  he  did  not  think 
would  be  Buccessful ;  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend  does  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary, after  the  time  which  has  elapsed, 
to  interfere  with  his  decision. 

DISTRAINT  FOR  TAXES. 

Db.  CLABK  (for  Mr.  CuningAame 
Gbahau,  Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  conaent  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House,  or  otherwise  supply,  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  to  collectors  of 
taxes  upon  their  appointment,  and 
subsequently,  as  to  their  duties  gene- 
rally, and,  in  particular,  as  to  their 
procedure  in  cases  of  distress  when 
payment  of  taxes  has  to  be  enforced ; 
if  he  will  state  if  permission  is  at  any 
time  given  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
Department  for  the  employment  of 
unficensed  brokers  by  oollectors  of 
taxes ;  whethra  he  is  aware  that  a  tax- 
gatherer,  Bird,  of  the  first  East  Brixton 
oiTision,  took  an  unlicensed  broker 
with  him  to  No.  10,  Zenoria  Street, 
S.E.,  and  told  such  unlicensed  broker 
to  Wuse  to  give  his  name  or  address, 
and  that  the  man  thus  put  in  possession 
replied  to  the  request  for  his  name  and 
address,  "  I  refuse ;  and  what's  that 
got  to  do  with  you?"  whether  Bird 
Was  authorised  to  employ  any  person 
to  asBist  him,  and  whom,  in  the  en- 
forcement of  pay  ment  of  taxes  for  the  pre- 
mises named ;  and  whether  Bird  nas 
made  any  report  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
Department  in  vrriting ;  and,  as  affi- 
davits are  now  being  made  with  a 
view  to  further  proceedings,  a  copy  of 
any  and  all  reports  in  this  case,  made 
to  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  or 
the  local  Commissioners,  will  be  fur- 
nished to  the  persons  aggrieved,  so  that 
redress  may  he  obtained ;  and,  if  no 
written  report  has  been  made,  then 
will  the  Department  furnish  the  per- 
sons aggrieved  with  the  name  refused 
by  BiroTand  by  the  man  himself  who 
accompanied  him  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  facilitate  Public  Business  to 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Papers  relating  to  this  matter.  Col- 
lectors of  taxes  are  not  under  the  oon- 
trol  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue, 

Sir  Michati  Eieh$  Btaoh 


but  of  the  District  Oommisdoners.  It 
is  not  required  by  law  that  a  person 
employed  by  a  collector  in  cases  of  dis- 
traint should  be  a  broker.  Bird  has 
made  no  report  in  writing  to  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  or  the  District 
Commissioners.  The  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the 
name  of  the  person  employed  by  Bird. 
Bird  was  seen  by  one  of  the  Board 
Inspectors,  and  the  Bubstance  of  his 
answers  to  the  Inspector's  inquiries 
was  given  by  me  in  reply  to  a  questim 
on  the  16th  of  this  month.  As  I  io- 
formed  the  hon.  Member  who  ^en 
asked  the  question,  complaints  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  collector  of 
taxes  should  be  made  to  the  Dis- 
trict Commissioners,  and  not  to  me. 

THE  BBENNAN  TORPEDO. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  do  not  know  if  there  is  any 
representative  of  the  War  Department 
on  the  Treasury  Bench,  but  I  desire 
to  ask  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
statement  which  has  appeared  in  the 
Press  that  trials  have  demonstrated 
that  the  Brennan  torpedo  is  a  faUnze 
and  the  money  expended  upon  it  has 
been  practically  thrown  away  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

TOTING  AFTER  EIGHT  OX:LOCK. 
Db.  GLARE:  The  Attorney  General 
is  not  present,  but  perhaps,  as  it  is  a 
question  of  law  as  regards  polling,  the 
Lord  Advocate  can  answer  the  qnestiim 
which  stands  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Wallace),  namely,  whether  the  practice 
of  refusing  to  accept  the  votes  of  per- 
sons who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
polling  places  before  8  p.m.  but  have 
not  completed  voting  before  8  p.m.  is 
in  accordance  with  the  Ballot  Act; 
and,  if  not,  will  Returning  Officers  be 
informed  that  they  ought  to  allow  the 
voters  admitted  before  8  p.m.  to  the 
polling  place  to  fill  their  paper  and 
place  it  m  the  ballot  box  ? 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Sh-  C.  J. 
Peabson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities)  :  That  is  a  question  I 
could  not  undertake  to  answer  without 
notioe. 
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THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  WRITS. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  hare  a  telegram  from  the 
Liberal  election  agent  at  Birkenhead, 
in  which  he  states  that  the  solicitors 
to  the  Municipal  Corporation  hare  been 
informed  on  inquiry  at  the  Writ  Office 
tba  Writs  are  not  ukely  to  issue  until 
Wednesday ;  and  I  wish  to  ask  do3s 
the  arrangement  still  hold  good  under 
which  it  was  understood  that  the  Writs 
would  issue  on  Tuesday?  Perhaps 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  can 
give  me  an  answer  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  change  in  the  programme. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  :  May  I  take 
it,  then,  that  the  Writs  will  issue  on 
Tuesday? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  have  not  heai-d 
of  any  change. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  Would  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  be  likely  to  have 
heard  of  any  change  in  the  arrango- 
ments  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  think  it  is  highly 
probable  I  should  have  heard. 

THE  WITKE88ES  PROTECTION  BILL. 

Mr.  CREMEE  (Shoreditch,  Hag- 
gerston) :  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
any  information  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  able  to  give  as  to  the 
position  of  the  Witnesses  Protection 
Bill.  I  understand  that  on  Saturday 
a  Motion  to  go  into  Committee 
on  the  Bill  was  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  nineteen  to  ten,  but 
I  understand  Lord  Herschell,  after  the 
vote  had  been  taken,  expressed  an  in- 
tention to  raise  the  question  again  t6- 
day,  some  informality  having  attended 
the  Division.  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  give  us  any  informa- 
tion as  to  what  has  been  done  in 
reference  to  this  important  matter  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

DETECTIVE-SERGEANT  JOYCE'S 
FAMILY. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
can  answer  the  question  I  desire  to 
ask  in  reference  to  the  death  of  the 
dekeotire  who  was  shot  a  few  days  ago  1 


in  London  while  making  an  arrest  ?  It 
appears  that  the  family  of  this  officer 
wiU  derive  no  benefit  from  the  pension 
fund,  to  which  the  deceased  officer  had 
not  sufficiently  subscribed,  and  that  a 
public  subscription  has  been  started  on 
their  behi^.  I  wish  to  ask  is  there  no 
fund  from  which  the  family  could  receive 
assistance,  or  is  there  no  alternative 
between  destitution  and  public  charity  ? 

Mr.  CREMER:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  rises  to  answer,  may 
I  again  press  on  his  attention  the  ques- 
tion I  asked  just  now  ?  I  hope,  with  his 
usual  courtesy,  he  will  at  least  say  if 
he  has  any  information  to  give  the 
House. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  :  I 
should  have  risen  if  I  had  had  any- 
thing to  say  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  but  I  have  no  in- 
formation whatever.  An  hon.  Friend 
informs  me — and  I  believe  it  has  been 
so  stated  in  the  Press — that  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  endea- 
vour to  proceed  with  it  to-day.  As  to 
the  question  put  to  me  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness,  I  am  ahraid  I 
am  quite  unable  to  answer  it. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


TELEGRAPHS  BILL.— (No.  440.) 
Lords  Amendment  considered. 

Clause  6,  page  4,  line  32,  leave  out 
from  ("  consent  ")  to  ("  and  ")  in  Hue 
35,  and  insert  ("of  the  local  authority 
as  defined  by  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1882,  for  the  district  within  which 
such  electric  Une  is  laid"),  read  a 
second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

-Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  This  Bill  has  been  passed 
very  rapidly  through  its  stages  in  this 
House.  In  some  respects  it  affects  the 
powers  of  the  London  County  Council, 
but  the  Council  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  however,  objects 
to  the  measure ;  but  I  feel  that  at  the 
present  time  it  is  useless  to  do  more 
than  ojEfer  a  protest,  and  to  express  a 
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hope  that  in  future  any  measure  affect- 
ing London  shall  be  introduced  at  an 
earlier  period,  so  as  to  allow  full  time 
for  its  consideration. 
Question  put. 

(3.50.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
65;  Noes  11.— (Div.  List,  No.  196.) 


SHOP  HOURS  BILL.-(No.  438.) 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  3,  page  1,  line  15,  after  ("  in  ") 
insert  ("or  about");  line  18,  after 
('*  will  ")  insert  ("  together  with  the 
time  during  which  he  has  been  so 
previously  employed  ") ;  line  2i,  leave 
out  ("  therein  ")  and  insert  ("  in  that 
shop"). 

Clause  6,  page  2,  lines  3  and  4,  leave 
out  ("  as  defined  in  this  Act ") ;  line  5, 
leave  out  ("  before")  and  insert  ("  by  "). 

Clause  8,  page  2,  line  26,  leave  out 
("  corporation  ")  and  insert  ("  common 
council ") ;  line  27,  aftw  ("  Act ")  insert 

within  the  areas  of  their  respective 
jurisdictions ") ;  line  28,  leave  out 
("  sixty-nine  ") ;  Une  30,  after  ("  Act") 
insert— 

("  and  aB  if  the  expression  workshop  as  used 
in  those  sections  included  any  shop  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act.'^ 

Clause  9,  page  2,  lines  40  and  41, 
leave  out  ("but  does  not  include 
persons  wholly  employed  as  domestic 
servants  "). 

Clause  10,  page  3,  line  1,  leave  out 
("shops")  and  insert  ("a  shop"); 
line  2,  leave  out  from  ("  employed ") 
to  the  end  of  the  clause  and  insert — 
("  are  members  of  the  same  family,  dwelling 
m  the  building  of  which  the  shop  forma  part, 
or  to  which  the  shop  is  attached,  or  to  mem- 
bers of  the  employer's  family  so  dwettiiig,  or 
to  any  person  '  wholly '  employed  aa  a  domestic 
■emnt.") 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
(No.  441.) 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  16,  page  14,  line  16,  after  the 
first  ^"  council ")  insert  ("  or  police 
commissioners") ;  after  line  17  insert — 

("  The  flzpressioD  *  burgh'  includes  royal  and 
parliamentary  burghs  and  any  populous  place 
having  police  commissioners  under  any  general 
or  local  Police  Act") 

Line  18,  leave  out  ("  burgh.") 
Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Sir  John  Lubbock 


CORONERS'  DEPUTIES  BILL. 
(No.  442.) 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  leave  out 
("  Lord  Gmmoellor ")  and  insert 
("  chairman  or  mayor,  as  the  case  may 
be,  of  the  council  who  appointed  the 

coroner  "),  and  leave  out  ("  the  ")  and 
insert  ("  such  ") ;  line  8,  leave  out 
("  who  appointed  the  coroner.") 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to,  with 
a  consequential  Amendment. 

DRAINAGE   AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

LAND  (IRELAND)  '.(So.  8)  BILL. 
(No.  439.) 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  6,  page  3,  line  6,  leave  oat 
from  ("  same  ")  to  ("  shall ")  in  line  7. 

Clause  9,  page  3,  line  27,  after 
("  loan  ")  insert  ("  for  the  erection  of 
buildings"). 

Clause  10,  page  3,  line  30,  at  the 
beginning  of  we  clause  insert  ("sub- 
sections one,  two,  three,  five,  and  six 
of"). 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL.-(No.  443.) 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  1,  page  1,  line  26,  after  ("pre- 
paid") insert  ("registered"). 

Page  8,  after  Clause  21,  insert 
Clause  A : — 

(Railvaya  and  canals  abutting,  but  non-com- 
municatinf^  with  streets,  not  to  be  charge* 

able  vnth  private  street  expenses.) 
"  (A.)  No  railway  or  canal  compuiy  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  an  owner  or  occupier  tor  the 
pnrpoaes  of  this  Act  in  respect  of  ai^  laod  of 
such  company  upon  which  any  street  shall 
wholly  or  partially  front  or  abut,  and  which 
sh^  at  the  time  of  tfae  laying  out  of  nidi 
street  be  used  by  such  company  solely  as  a 
part  of  their  line  of  railway,  canal,  or  siding 
station,  towing-path,  or  works,  and  shall  have 
no  direct  communication  with  such  street; 
and  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  srban  autho- 
rity under  tha  powers  of  this  Act  which,  but 
for  tiiit  provision,  moh  company  would  be 
liable  to  pay,  shall  be  repaid  to  the  urbaa 
authority  by  the  owners  of  tfae  premises  in- 
cluded in  the  apportionments,  and  in  aoeh 
proportion  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  surveycr ; 
and  in  the  event  of  such  company  siuis^- 
quently  tnakinflr  a  commimication  with  vtA 
stroet  they  shall,  not  with  standing  sodi  rep^ 
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ment  u  last  afores^d,  My  to  tiie  urban 
authority  the  expeoBes  wnioh,  but  for  the 
(oreeoiDK  provisioD,  such  company  would  Id 
the  first  initance  hare  been  liable  to  pay,  and 
the  urban  authority  shall  divide  among  the 
owners  for  the  time  being  included  in  the 
apportionment  the  amount  so  paid  by  such 
company  to  the  urban  authority,  less  the  costs 
and  expenses  attendant  upon  such  division, 
in  such  proportion  as  shall,  be  settled  by  tha 
surveyor,  whose  decision  'shall  be  final  and 
conclusive.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to 
any  etoeefc  existing  at  the  date  of  the  adoption 
of  this  AeL" 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

ACCUHITLATIONS  BILL.— (No.  437.) 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Glanse  1,  page  1,  line  7,  leave  out 
("wholly")  and  insert  ("or  par- 
tially ")  ;  bne  9,  leave  out  ("  only  ") ; 
leave  out  Clause  2. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

BUBGH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL.— (No.  435.) 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  17,  page  11,  line  34,  leave  out 
from  ("  final ")  to  the  end  of  the  clause. 

Glanse  27,  page  16,  line  15.  after 
("  Session  ")  insert — 

"  (2.)  Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall 
affMt  the  patrimonial  ririits  of  any  body  of 
Csnars  at  the  passing  of  Oiis  Act  ndministered 
by  the  town  council  of  any  burgh  or  barony." 

Clause  51,  page  24,  line  17,  leave  out 
from  ("  time ")  to  the  end  of  the 
clause. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  62,  page  28,  line  22,  leave  out 
('*  nor  as  an  election  agent  in  any 
parliamentary  election  "). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

Db.  GLABE  (Caithness) :  I  have 
only  just  received  a  copy  of  the  Bill 
from  the  Public  Bill  Office,  and  thus 
have  not  been  able  to  read  the  Amend- 
ments. In  the  old  form  there  were  no 
such  words,  but  an  Amendment  was 
introduced  by  myself  to  disqualify  one 
class  of  officials.  That  Amendment 
was  adopted  by  the  Lord  Advocate, 
bat  has  since  been  taken  out.  I  do  not 
think  these  clerks  ought  to  be  agents 
to  any  ouididateB. 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Clause  77,  page  32,  line  23,  after 
("also")  insert  ("if  appointed  after  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-four  "). 

De.  CLARK :  This  is  another 
Amendment  regarding  which  I  think 
we  might  have  some  explanation  from 
the  Lord  Advocate.  On  the  Committee 
stage  he  adopted  an  Amendment  of 
mine,  and  on  the  Report  stage  certain 
words  modifying  the  Amendment  were 
inserted.  I  then  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  hard  if  the  present  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  were  compeUed  to  get 
registered  qualification.  As  far  as  I 
can  understand  the  Amendment,  it 
appears  that  a  medical  officer  might 
not  be  qualified  at  all  if  appointed  before 
15th  May,  1894.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  this  Amendment  will 
compel  qualification  in  medicine  and 
also  in  public  health.  For  the  latter, 
1  think,  medical  officers  should  have 
at  least  twelve  months'  time  to  qualify. 
Changes  of  this  kind  ought  to  conserve 
the  rights  of  the  present  holders,  and  in 
their  nivour  I  want  a  restriction. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Peabson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  This  Amendment  has 
been  framed  on  the  hues  which  the  hon. 
Member  himself  approved,  although  in 
the  details  it  perhaps  goesa  little  further. 
I  do  not  myself  see  that  any  objection 
can  be  taken  to  the  limit  which  the 
House  of  Lords  have  suggested  in  this 
clause. 

Lords  Amuidment  agreed  to. 
Other  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL.— (No.  436.) 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Clause  3,  page  1,  line  23,  leave  out 
("First.") 

Clause  6,  page  2,  leave  out  Clauses 
6  to  9. 

Schedules— page  4,  line  1,  leave  out 
("  Schedules ") ;  line  2,  leave  out 
("  First ") ;  page  5,  line  17,  leave  out 
the  Second  Schedule. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

WATEB  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 
[Lords].— <No.  427.) 
Reported,  without  Amendment ;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment, 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION (No.  5)  BILL  [Lords].— 
(No.  428.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 

Amendment. 

EXPIRING   LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL.-(No.  418.) 

Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  14)  BILL.-  (No.  358.) 
Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL.-(No.  444.) 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.— (No.  352.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

BELFAST  CORPORATION  (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS,  &C.)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to,— Witnesses 
(Public  Inquiries)  Protection  Bill, 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
fNo  10'»  Bill,  Local  Government  Pro- 
ii«onal  Order  (No.  16)  Bill,  with 
Amtsndments. 

WITNESSES  (PUBLIC  INQUIRIES) 
PROTECTION  BlLL.-(No.  366.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.-(No.  345.) 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 

forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL.-(No.  374.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forttnrith;  oonadered,  and  agreed  to. 


CUSTOMS. 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Thirty-sixth 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March  1893  [by 
Command] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  272,  of  Session  1890-91) 
[ordered  4th  March ;  Mr.  Maclure]  ; 
to  lie  apon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  347.] 

BUILDING  B0CIBTIB8. 

Return  presented,— relative  thereto 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper.  No.  154,  of  Session  1890-91) 
[ordered  16th  May;  SirJohnLubbock]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  348.] 

BANKRUPTCY   ACT,  1883f 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Account  presented,  —  showing 
Receipts  and  Expenditure  on  account 
of  Bankruptcy  Proceedings  during  the 
year  ended  31st  March  1892  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  349.] 

CIVIL   LIST  PENSIONS. 

Copy  presented,  —  of  List  of  all 
Pensions  granted  during  the  year 
ended  20th  June  1892  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  850.] 

COMPANIES  (WINDING-UP)  ACT,  189a 
Account  presented,  —  showing  the 
Receipts  and  Expenditure  in  respect  of 
proceedings  under  the  Act  during  the 
year  ended  Slst  March  1892  [by  Act]; 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  361.] 


Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  (Question 
pat. 

Home  adioimed  at  tweat^-flTe  minatM 
after  Foot  o'doek. 
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The  Treaties  have  been  duly  ratified 


HOUSE    OF  LOEDS, 
Tuesday,  28th  June,  1892. 


COMMISSION. 
The   following   Bills  received  the 
Boyal  Assent : — 

1.  Allotments  (Scotland). 

2.  Coroners'  Deputies. 

3.  Drainage  and  Improvement  of 
Land  (Ireland)  (No.  2). 

4.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment. 

5.  Accumolationa. 

6.  Burgh  Police  (Scotland). 

7.  Telegraphs. 

8.  Expiring  Laws  Continuance. 

9.  Public  Works  Loans. 

10.  Shop  Hours. 

11.  Technical  Instruction  (Scotland). 

12.  Witnesses  (Public  Inquiries) 
Protection. 

13.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10). 

14.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  12). 

15.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (No.  14). 

16.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (No.  15). 

17.  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

18.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  6), 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT. 

The  LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOE 
(in  pursuance  of  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
mands) delivered  Heh  Majesty's  Most 
Gbacious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  as  foUovreth : — 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ^ 
The  time  has  arrived  at  which  it  is 
expedient  that  the  electoral  body  of 
this  ooontry  should  be  consulted  by 
the  assemblage  of  a  new  Parliament. 
I  have  therefore  summoned  you  for  the 
Prorogation  of  Parliament  at  an  earlier 
period  than  usual. 

I  am  glad  to  record  that  the  friendly 
relations  I  have  maintained  with  foreign 
Fowera  remain  unaltered. 

VOL.  V.         [roOBIH  BBBIBS.] 


which  refer  our  differences  with  the 
United  States  in  respect  to  Behring's 
Sea  to  arbitration. 

The  ratification  also  of  the  Final  Act 

of  the  Brussels  Conference  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade  has,  after 
many  delays,  been  completed.  The 
Government  of  France,  however,  has 
made  reservations  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  provisions  vrhioh  affect  opera- 
tions against  the  maritime  Slave 
Trade. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Uouse  of  Commons, 
I  recognise  with  satisfaction  that, 
before  separating,  yon  have  made  full 
provision  for  the  requirements  of  the 
public  service. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have  gladly  given  my  assent  to 
several  Bills  which  you  have  been  able 
to  consider  and  to  sanction,  notwith- 
standing that  the  duration  of  the  Srasion 
has  been  exceptionally  short.  The 
arrangements  you  have  made  for 
enabling  labouring  men  to  become 
purchasers  of  small  agricultural  hold- 
ings will  increase  thecia  of  cultivating 
owners,  which  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  State.  The  application  to  Ire- 
land of  those  educational  measures 
which  have  been  recently  adopted  in 
Great  Britain  will  confer  great  benefits 
upon  the  poorer  classes  of  that  country. 
You  have  sanctioned  valuable  pro- 
visions for  reforming  the  Police 
Administration  in  Scottish  Burghs, 
and  for  extending  to  Scotland  the 
facilities  for  the  hire  of  allotments 
which  were  given  to  the  people  of 
England  and  Wales  a  few  years  ago. 
At  the  same  time,  you  have  done  much 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  local  taxation 
in  that  country,  and  to  foster  the  in- 
1  E 
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terests  of  secondary  and  of  University 
education.  The  Act  for  strengthening 
the  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  regard  to  moral  offences  accom- 
plishes a  necessary  reform  which  has 
been  too  long  delayed. 

I  have  willingly  accepted  a  measure 
for  improving  the  constitution  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislative  Councils  in 
India  which  will,  I  trust,  enable  my 
Government  in  that  country  more  fully 
to  ascertain  the  opinions  and  wishes  of 
various  races  and  classes  of  my  subjects, 
and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  those 
best  qualified  to  give  advice  and  assist- 
ance in  the  conduct  of  affairs. 

I  have  assented  gladly  to  the  mea- 
sures which  you  have  wisely  and 
generously  adopted  for  the  relief  of 
my  subjects  in  the  Island  of  Mauritius 
under  the  unexampled  calamity  which 
has  overtaken  them. 

In  closing  this  Parliament,  which 
has  been  unusually  laborious,  and  has 
also  been  highly  fruitful  in  beneficent 
legislation,  I  thank  you  for  the  as- 
siduous performance  of  your  momentous 
duties  during  the  last  six  years,  and  I 
heartily  commend  you  to  the  favour  of 
Almighty  God. 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us 
and  other  Lords  directed,  and  now 
read,  we  do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name 
and  in  obedience  to  Her  Comniands, 
prorogue  this  Parliament  to  Friday  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then 
here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Friday  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  next. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  28th  June,  1892. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Conse- 
quential Amendment  to, —  Coroners' 
Deputies  Bill,  Amendments  to  Amend- 
ments to  Public  Works  Loan  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 

niissioners  ; — 

The  House  went ;  and  the  Royal 
Assent  was  given  to, — 

1.  Allotments  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

2.  Coroners'  Act,  1892. 

3.  Drainage  and  Improvement  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1892. 

4.  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

5.  Accumulations  Act,  1892. 

6.  Burghs  Police  (Scotland)  Act, 

1892. 

7.  Telegraph  Act,  1892. 

8.  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Act, 

1892. 

9.  Public  Works  Loans  Act.  1892. 

10.  Shop  Hours  Act,  1892. 

11.  Technical  Instruction  Amend- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

12.  Witnesses  (Public  Inquiries)  Pro- 
tection Act,  1892. 

13.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
^Hsional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  10) 
Act,  1892. 

14.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (No.  12) 
Act,  1892. 

15.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  (No.  14) 
Act,  1892. 

16.  Local  Government  Board's  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  (No.  15) 
Act,  1892.  ^  . 
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17.  Wafer  Orders  Confirmation  Act, 
1892. 

18.  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  5)  Act,  1892. 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT. 

And  afterwards  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  by  the  Lobd 
HiOH  Chancellor  (in  pursuance  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commands). 

Then  a  Commission  for  prorcguing 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which. 


The  lobd  CHANCELLOB  said  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
mission, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us 
and  other  Lords  directed,  and  now 
read,  we  do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name 
and  in  obedience  to  Her  Commands, 
prorogue  this  FarUament  to  Friday  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then 
here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Friday  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  next. 
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PROROGATION  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


'[      Al  ilie  Court  at  WindaoTy  the  28<A  day  d/jime,  18^. 

PBEBBNT,  : 
Th@  Qukn's  Most  ExoeUeni  Majesty  in  Goimoil. 

IT  is  thiB  day  ordered  by  Her  Majesty  in  Conn<»l  that  the  Farliament  be 
prorogned  from  Tuesday,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  June  instant,  to 
Friday,  the  fiftwnth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
and  tlsa^  ths  lU^t  H<HionraUe  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  Grei^  Britain  do  cause  a  Commission  to  be  prepared 
bbA  isBued  in  Uie  usual  manner  for  proroguing  the  Parliament  acoordin^y. 
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DISSOLUTION  OF  PARLIAMENT 


BY  .THE  QUEEN. 


A  PROCLAMATION, 

For  Dissolving  the  present  Parliament^  and  declaring  the 

calling  of  anotlier, 

Itutana,  B. 

"WTTHBBEAS  We  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Our  Privy 
*  »  Council,  to  dissolve  this  present  Parliament  which  stands  prorogued  to 
Friday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next  :  We  do,  for  that  end,  publish  this  Our 
Royal  Proclamation,  and  do  hereby  dissolve  the  said  Parliament  accordingly; 
and  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bui^esses, 
and  the  Oommissioners  for  shires  and  bui^hs,  of  the  Hoase  of  Commons,  are 
dischai^ed  from  their  meeting  and  attendance  on  the  said  Friday,  the  fifteenth  day 
of  July  next  :  And  We,  being  desirous  and  resolved,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  meet 
Our  people,  and  to  have  their  advice  tn  Parliament,  do  hereby  make  known  to  all 
Our  loving  subjects  Our  Boyal  Will  and  Pleasure  to  call  anew  Parliament ;  aiid 
do  hereby  further  declare,  that,  with  the  advice  of  Our  Privy  Council,  We  have 
given  order  that  Our  Chancellor  of  that  part  of  Our  United  Kingdom  called 
Great  Britain  and  Our  Chancellor  of  Ireland  do  respectively,  upon  notice  tirareof, 
forthwith  issue  out  writs,  in  due  form  and  according  to  law,  for  calling  a  new 
Faflioment.  And  We  do  hereby  also,  by  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation  under 
Our  Great  Seal  of  Our  United  Kingdom,  require  writs  forthwith  to  be  issued 
accordingly  by  Our  said  Chancellors  respectively,  for  causing  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  who  are  to  serve  in  the  said  Parliament 
to  be  duly  returned  to,  and  give  their  attendance  in.  Our  said  ParUament  on 
the  fourth  day  of  August  next,  which  writs  are  to  be  returnable  in  due  course  of 
law. 

Given  at  Our  Court  at  Windsor,  this  twenty-eightti  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  in 
the  fifty-dxth  year  of  Our  Beign. 


GOD  save  the  QUEEM. 
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ELECTION  OF  SOOfTISH  PJiiERS. 


BY   THE  QUEEN. 


A  PROCLAMATION, 

In  order  to  the  Electing  and  Summoning  the  Sixteen  Peers  of 

Scotland. 

Vutsma,  B. 

HEBEAS  We  have  in  Our  Council  thought  fit  to  declare  Our  pleasure 

for  summoning  and  holding  a  Parliament  of  Our  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  August  next  ensuing 
the  date  hereof ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  the  electing  and  summoning  the  Sixteen 
Peers  of  Scotland  who  are  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  the  said  Parliament, 
We  do,  by  the  advice  of  Our  Privy  Council,  issue  forth  this  Our  Royal 
Proclamation,  strictly  charging  and  commanding  all  the  Peers  of  Scotland  to 
assemble  and  meet  at  HoljTood  House,  in  Edinbur^.  on  Thursday,  the 
fourteenth  day  of  July  next,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  in  the  after- 
noon, to  nominate  and  choose  the  Sixteen  Peers  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House  of 
Peers  in  the  said  ensuing  Parliament  by  open  election  and  plurality  of  voices  of 
the  Peers  that  shall  be  then  present,  and  of  the  proxies  of  such  as  shall  be 
absent  (such  proxies  being  Peers,  and  producing  a  mandate  in  writing  duly 
signed  before  witnesses,  and  both  the  constituent  and  proxy  being  qualified 
according  to  law) ;  and  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister,  or  the  two  Principal  Clerks  of 
the  Session  appointed  by  him  to  officiate  in  his  name,  are  hereby  respectively 
required  to  attend  such  meeting,  and  to  administer  the  oaths  required  by  law 
to  be  taken  there  by  the  said  Peers,  and  to  take  their  votes,  and  immediately 
after  such  election  made  and  duly  examined  to  certify  the  names  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers  so  elected,  and  to  sign  and  attest  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Peers  the  Electors,  and  return  such  certificate  into  Our  High  Court  of  Chancery 
of  Great  Britain.  And  We  do,  by  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation,  strictly 
command  and  require  the  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  all  other  the  Magistrates  of 
the  said  city,  to  take  especial  care  to  preserve  the  peace  thereof  during  the  time 
of  the  said  election,  and  to  prevent  all  manner  of  riots,  tumults,  disorders,  and 
violence  whatsoever.  And  We  strictly  charge  and  command  that  this  Our 
Boyal  Proclamation  be  duly  published  at  the  Market-Cross  at  Edinburgh,  and 
in  all  the  county  towns  of  Scotland,  ten  days  at  least  before  the  time  hereby 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  said  Peers  to  proceed  to  such  election. 

Witness  Ourselves  at  Wiwlsor,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  in  the  fifty-sixth  year 
of  Our  Beign. 

GOD  save  the  gUEEN. 
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FIFTH   VOLUME   OF    SESSION  1892, 


Explanation  op  the  Abbbetutionb. 


Bills,  Bead  !■,  1",  2»,  2",  3",  3«,  Read  the 
First,  Second,  or  Third  Time. 

IB..  2R.,  SB.  Speech  delivered  on 
First.  Second,  or  Tbizd  Beading. 

Adj.  Adjourned, 

A.  Answers. 

Cols.  Colonies. 

c.  Commons. 

Com.  Committee. 

com.  Committed. 


Dept.  Department. 
Intro.  Introduced. 
I,  Lords. 

Obs.  Observations. 
Pres.  Presented. 
Q.  Questions. 
Re-com.  Be-conunitted. 
Bep.  Beported. 
B.P.   Beport  Progress. 
Beso.   Besolution,  , 


The  subjects  of  Debate,  as  far  as  possible,  are  classified  under  General  Headiii^: — e^.. 
Abut — Boabd  or  Aaaiawruaa — Boabd  of  Xiude — Goi<onii!S — Education— ^obbioh 
APFjjas— IgpiA— Dmlahd— Navt— Pabliawbwt— Post  Office— Scotlahd,  &c 


ABRAHAM.  Mb.  William,  Lim- 
erick, W. 

Arabi  Pasha,  44,  441 
Inland  Bevenue  Officers,  546 
Irish  Teachers,  Besult  Fees,  456 
Petroleum  in  the  Suez  Canal.  1043,  1044, 

1287,  12B8 
Policemen  in  Military  Unifonn.  192 

Access  to  Hoontains  (Scotland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  213] 
Withdrawn,  1382 

Access  to  Hoiutains  (Scotland)  (No.  2) 

Bill  [c.  No.  879] 
Withdrawn,  1002 

VOL.  V.      [foubth  sbbiss.] 


Access  to  Scotch  Mountains 

Q.  Dr.  Farguharson,  Mr.  Biyce,  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  BaUour,  215 

Accidents  in  Weaving  Factories,  899 
Accumulations  Bill  [c  No.  277] 

Com.,  Bep.  562 

Bead  3°,  and  passed,  686 
I.  Prom  c,  Bead  1",  887 

Debated,  1023 ;  Bead  2*,  and  com.  1027 

Com.,  Bep.,  and  Be-com.  1543 

Standing  Order  45  dispensed  with,  1689; 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1895 
e.  Amendtfl.  considered,  1915, 1929 
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Addison,  Mr.  J.  E.  W..  AshUm-vnder- 
Lyne 
Vaccination,  1464 

Adjournment  Motions  under  Standing 
Order,  No.  9 
Betum  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lagan),  1388 

ADMniALTY  ("ee  NAVY) 
First  Lord — Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton 
Civil  Lord— 2fr.  E,  Aahmead-Bartlttt 
Seoretaiy— Jlfr.  A.  B.  Fonoood  ) 

Afbica 

Amatongalaaid,  1S71 
Awoonahs,  47 

British  East  Africa  Company,  67,  696,  825, 
906, 1278 

Chartered  Companies,  Besident  Injectors, 
46 

Gold  Coast,  Qeraldo  de  Lima,  47 
Lagos,  447 

Mombasa  Bmltoay,  Papers  pres.  414 
Swanland,  446, 1271 
Tramvaal,  1557 

Uganda,  864.  497,  577,  696,  825-881,  1051. 

1277 
ZuiuJand,  1272 

"  Agincourt,"  H.M.S. 
Q.  Mr.  Gkmrler.  A.  Lord  Geotge  Hamflton, 
1458 

AaUICTTLTUBAI..  BEFABTMENT 
(see  BOABD  of  AGBICULTUBS} 

^;rionltaral  Holdings  (see  SmaU  Agri- 
<yultural  Holdings  Bill) 

Agricultural  Statistics,  Collection  of 
Q.  Mr.  Oonybeare,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  375 ; 
Q.  Baron  Dimadale,  A.  Mr.  OoBcheu,  901 

Aeebs-Douolas,  Bight  Hon.  A.  (see 
Douolab) 

Albany  Street  Barracks  (Contracts) 

Q.  Mr.  Boulnois,  A.  Mr.  Brodziok,  1729 

"  Albert  Edward"  CoUision 
Q.Mr.  Caoston,  A.  Sir  Michael  HloksBeaoh, 

913 

Alien  Immigration 
.Q.  Mr.  James  Lowther,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  A.  3.  Balfour,  315 ;  Q.  Colonel  Howard 
Vincent,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  James  Low* 
ther,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  893 

ADcali,  fto.  Works  BiU     No.  264] 

Bead  20,  and  com.  567 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  822 


Alkali,  Ac,  Worltt  £tU— cont. 

I.  From  c,  Bead  1>,  887 
Bead  2*,  and  com.  1447 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1548 
Bead  8",  and  passed,  1715 

Allotments  Charity  Land>  363 

Allotments  Ftovisional  Order  Bill 

I.  Bead  2",  and  com.  1033 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1450 

Allotments  Beturn 
Q.  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Mr.  Stuart- Wortlej^ 
653 

AUotments  (Sootland)  Bill  [c.  No.  ssl] 

c.  Bead  2",  and  com.  575 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  687 

I.  From  c.  Bead  1",  888 
Read  2",  and  com.  1221 
Com.,  Amendts.  made,  1545, 1714 
Bead  3*,  and  returned  to  c.  1830, 1915 

e.  Amendts.  considered,  1927 

Amatongaland.  1271 
American  Mails 

Q.  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  A.  Sir  James 
Fei^usson,  Mr.  Goschen,  208  (seeT  also- 
1263);  Q.  Mr.  Henniker  Heabm,  A. 
Sir  James  Fergosson,  1733 

AuEBiGA,  United  States  of 

Canada  and  Beciprocity,  13 
Chicago  Exhibition,  901,  1068 
M'Kinley  Tariff,  381 

Ancient  Human  Bemaics,  Bathmore,. 
1365 

Andent  Honiunentfl   Protection  Act 
(1S82)  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill 

[C.  No.  406] 
Intro.  Sir  John  Luhhock ;  Bead  1«,  8S4 
Bead  2°,  and  com.  1390 
Com.,  Amendt.  Bep.  1497 
Amendt.  in  Title,  Bead  3*.  and  paaaed,-t580- 
I.  From  c.  Read  1717 
Bead  2*,  and  com.  1792 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendts.  1686 
Bead  3*,  and  passed.  1908 

Anglo-Malagasy  Treaty 
Q.  Mi.  Edward  Holden.  ^.Mr.J.W.Lowther, 
379 

Anstbutbeb,  Colonel  Lloyd,  Suffolk,. 
Woodbridge 
OreriUe  Estates.  Land  Furohase,  1556 

Anstbutbeb,  Mr.  H.  T.,  St.  Andrew's^ 

de. 

Buigh  Police  and  Health  Bill,  968, 1361 
Bemoval  Terms  in  Scotland,  196 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ant] 


SESSION 

Vol.  5. 


1892 


[Bal 


Antiquities  of  Mesopotamia,  556 

Antrim  and  Tyrone  Labourers  Cottages 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  213,  909 

Arabi  Pasha 

Q.  Mr.  William  Abraham,  Mr.  Conway,  Mr. 
Gox,  A.  Baron  H.  de  WoniiB,  44 ;  Q.  Mr. 
WilUam  Abraham,  Mr.  Cox,  Sir  WUtrid 
Lawson,  A.  Mr'.  J.  W.  Lowther,  441-44S 

Arehdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn,  1642 

Argyll,  Duke  of 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1856-1862 
Small  Amculturat  Holdings  Bill,  865 
Uganda  Troubles,  839,  830 

ASXT  (see  WAR  OFFICE  also) 
Albany  Street  Barracks,  1729 
Army  Estimates,  700-805 

BallimoUig  Water  Supply,  1046 
Barracks,  Leeds  and  Bradford,  1452 
BriHsh  East  Africa  Cos,  Officers,  579,  906, 
1277 

Colonels  Retiring  Pensions,  1041 

Cordite  Powder,  794 

Dublin  Barracks  Improvevient  Bill,  31 

Dundalk  Rifle  Range,  891,  1723 

Enlistment  under  Age,  892 

Great  Yarmouth  Rifle  Range,  1280 

Hampshire  Regiment,  221 

Landing  of  Troops,  Dublin,  1723 

Londonderry  Barracks,  Disturbance,  196 

Military  Lands  Consolidation   Bill,  1881, 

1498,  1675,  1830 
New  Forest  Rifle  Range,  48,  377,  553,  915, 

1468 

Ordnance  Stores,  Edinburgh,  380 
Police  in  Military  Clothes,  528 
Portjnamock  Rifle  Rarige,  881 
Purciiase  OfficersJJrievaneea,  907 
Recruiting,  1050 

Rifle  Ranges,— Dundalk,  891,  1723;— Wew 

Forest,  48,  377,  553,  915,  1468;— Porf- 

mamock,  381  ;—Tarmonth,  1280 
Robinson,  Miss,  Army  Chaplains,  464 
Boyai  Warrant,  Article  72,  28 
Russian  Interpreters  vn  Army,  539 
Soldiers  at  Political  Meetings,  1281 
Sub-letting  of  Contracts,  1729 
Supply — Chdsea  and  KilmaiaiihiHnHo^Uaia, 
Pensions,  dc.  799 

Clothing  Establishment,  798 

MedicaX  EstahUshmetU,  778 

W3^ary  EductMon,  795 

MiliHa  Pay,  do.  781 

Mxaoellan^iua  Effective  Servieea,  796 

Ordnance  Faetoriea,  802 

Proviaiont  and  Supplies,  700-777t 

SvjMramnueUioM,  dc.  802 
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Tranajyort  and  Remounts,  789 

Volunteers,  782 

Warlike  Stores,  794 

War  Office,  &c.  797 

Works,  Buildings,  t£c,  794 

Yeomanry,  781 
Thompson,  James,  Services  of,  35 
Uganda,  Officers  in,  579,  906,  1277 
Volunteer  Drill-Halls,  Rating,  201 
Volunteers—Dearth  of  Officers,  542,  894;— 

General  Election,  894; — Jury  Service,  1452 
Wantage's,  Lord,  Cotnviillee,  455 
Yeomanry  Committee  Report,  1277 

Abran,  Earl  of 
Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  (Ireland) 
Bill,  1686  ' 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1779 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  1877 

Artificial  Manures,  &e.  (Adnlteration) 
Bill  t"-  127] 
Withdrawn,  686 

Ashendon  School  Accommodation 
Q.  Mr.  Leon,  A.  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  1037 

Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  Ellis  (Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty),  Sheffield^ 

Eccleshall 

Boys  for  the  Navy,  1556 
Chatham  Dredging— Supply,  611 
Greenwich  Hospital,  1580 
Training  Ship  "  Britannia,"  1555 

Assessments,  Income  Tax,  456 

Aughaville  Postal  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly.  A.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  190 

Australian  Mail  Charges.  1264 

Australian  Mails 
Q.  Mr.  ^enniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  James 
Fergusson,  901 

Auxiliary  Postmen 
Q.  Mr.  Crilly,  A.  Sir  James  Pergusson,  902 

Baden-Powell,  Sir  George,  Liverpool^ 
Kirkdale 
Colour  Vision  Report,  372 

Bailey,  Sir  Joseph,  Ber^ord 
London  County  Council  (Gfeneral  Powers) 

BiU,  434,  438  ' 

Bailifib,  Biver,  Polioe  as.  S37 
Bain.  Sir  James,  WHtehmen 

'  Excise  Salaiy  Scale,  459 
New  Forest  Rifle  Rai^e.  6S§ 
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Baibd,  Mr.  J.  G.  A.,  Glasgow,  Central 
Coal  for  the  Navy,  1468 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Bead  3°,  and  passed,  690 

BALFOUR,  Eight  Hon.  A.  J.  (First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury^,  Manchester,  S. 

AccesB  to  Mountains  (ScoUand)  (No.  2)  Bill, 
1002 

Access  to  Scotch  Moimtains,  215 
Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill,  1575 
British  Colinnbia  Loan  Bill,  1737 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill, 

946,  947,  953,  961,  963 
Business  of  tiie  House,  52,  224  ,  382,  464, 
582,  584,  588,   698,  699,  915-921,  1056, 
1059,  1208,  1292,  1294. 1892, 1490,  1495 
Cavan  Guardians,  310 
Children  in  Public  Houses,  372 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  464 
Coroners  Depn  .ies  Bill,  665 
Gulrain  and  Lochinver  Railway,  695 
Customs  raid  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  111 
Derby  Day  Adjournment,  223 
Dissolution,   The,  1470,  1477,  1487,  1575, 

1577,  1749 
Duties  on  Foreign  Wines,  555 
East  India  Officers  Bill,  684,  1213 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  (Scotland) 
'    Bill,  402,  408,  927, 930,  931 
Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  558 
Fanner's  Alliance.  Intimidation,  54 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  BUI,  1737;  Ex- 
penses, 1745,  1746  ;  Bill,  1762 
Oovemment  Business,  Motion,  564,  586 
Highland  Railway  Routes,  560 
Inmii^tion,  Pauper  Aliens,  216 
Irish  Teachers  Pension  Fund,  378 
Kilcrohane  Relief  Works,  214 
Labour  Commission,  293,  462 
Law  of  Conspiracy,  409 
Meetings  in  Schools,  212,  376 
Merchant  Shipping  Acta  Amendment  Bill, 
820 

Mesopotamian  Antiquities,  556 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill.  1209, 
1304 

Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill,  683 
Point  of  Order,  561 

Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  104 
Postal  Services,  Rural  Districts,  144,  151 
Public  Elementary  Schools  Bill,  814,  1142 
Public  Houses  and  Children,  372 
Boads  and  Bridges,  Scotland,  560 
Saturday  Polling,  915,  1477, 1494 
Scottish  Comptroller,  Stamps,  &<!.  1052 
Scottish  Universities  Tests,  1291 
Sittings  of  the  House,  Standing  Order,  225 
Supply — Crofters  Colonisation,  1210 

Irish  Votes,  628,  632 

Navy  Estimates,  816 

Be  port  St^,  Closure,  411 

Works  and  Public  Bhildings,  817 
Uganda  Disturbances,  1051, 1278 
Wantage's,  Lord,  Committee,  667 
Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers) 

Bill,  1384 
Whitsuntide  Recess,  570 


Balfour,    Mr.    Gerald  W.,  Leeds, 
Central 
French  Duties  on  Leather,  1453 

BALFOUR  OP  BURLEIGH,  Lobd 
(Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade) 
Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill,  1676, 1786 
Education  and  Local  Tuation  (Scotland) 

Act,  1514-1519 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Bill,  1447 
Mar  Peerage,  1711 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

1446,  1687 
Postal  Facilities,  Circnlats,  176 
Railway   and   Oanal   Traffic   Act  (1886) 

Amendment  Bill,  1677 
Reciprocity  with  Canada,  24 
Simday  Labour,  Post  Office,  1882 
Telegraphs  BiU,  1678, 1788, 1789, 1868 

BalHncoUig  "Water  Supply 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  1046 

Ballot  Act,  Election  Circulars,  1050 

Ballymena  Labourers  Cottars,  535 

Ballyraughan  Labourers  Cotta^.  908 

Bankruptcy  Act,  1883  (Proceedings) 

Accounts  pres.  193S 

Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  (Pay- 
ments) Bill  ic.  No.  406] 
Intro.  Mr.  Ooschen ;  Read  1°,  922,  1006 
Read  2o,  and  com.  1386 
Com.  R.P.  1496 

Amendts.  made,  Bep.  1679,  Bead  3°,  and 
passed,  1747 
I.  Prom  c.  Read  1»,  1718 
Read  2>,  and  com.  1831 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1888 
Read  8>,  and  passed,  1908 

Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  (Pay- 
ments) Bemuneration 

Considered  in  Com.  1^9 
Reso.  agreed  to,  1644 

Barclay,  tAr.  J.  Vf.,  Forfarshire 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill, 

935,  940,  944,  947, 952,  968,  959 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  77 

Bai^eowners,  fte.  Liability  BiU  [e.  No. 

211] 

Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  Re-com.  413 

Barnard  Peerage 
Bep.  Com.,  Claim  sustained,  335 

Barrack  Accommodation,  Yorkshire, 
1451 
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Birmi ogham  Canal  Bates,  906 

Babton,  Mr.  D.  P.,  Armagh,  Mid 
National  Education  (Ireland)  BiU,  1192, 
1198, 1195, 1196,  1803, 1806 

Babttelot,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Walter  B., 
Sussex,  Nortk-West 
Army  Eatimatea,  700,  774,  775 
Postal  Arrangements,  Bnzal  Distriots,  138, 
139 

Small  A^oultoial  Holdings  "BXa,  56 
Uganda  Diflturbancea,  1051, 1278, 1279 

Basing,  Lord 

Camial  Wards  BUI,  1774 
&nall  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill.  1411, 1419, 
1488 

Bath,  Marquess  of 
Small  Agrioultoral  Holdine^  Bill,  1412 

Bauuann,  Mr.  A.  A.,  Camberwell, 
Peckkam 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
BiU),  418 

BEACH,  Right  Hon.  Sib  M.  E.  Hicks 
(President  of  the  Board  of  Trade), 
Bristol,  W. 

"  Albert  Edward  "  Collision,  913 

Birmingham  Canal  Rates,  90S 

Colour  Vision  Report,  371 

County  Council  Polling  Irregularity,  1923 

False  Trade  Marks,  .363 

Fisheries  Vote,  297,  299,  300 

Harbour  Accommodation,  Wales,  294 

Joyce,  Detective,  Family  of,  1926 

Loch  Sween  Foreshores,  895 

Merchant  Shipping  Acta  Amendment  Bill, 
1001 

BaUway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act  (1888)  Amend- 
ment BUI,  1146 
Railway  Block  System,  1459 
Railway  Servants  Hours,  410,  696. 1052, 1283 
Supply— Board  of  Trade,  653,  654,  655,  656 
Watertight  Compartments  in  Ships,  696 
Witnesses  (PnUfo  Inquiries),  &c.  BUI,  1084, 
1095 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums, 

&o.)  BUI 
c.  Bead  9*.  and  passed,  438 
Amendts.  from  I.  agreed  to,  1931 

Belfast  Factory  Accidents 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  899 

Belfast  Medical  Students 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1281 

Belfast  Postal  Staff 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  James  Feignsson,  897 
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Q.  Mr.  Knox,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1470 

Belper,  Lord 
Small  Agricultural  Hcddings  BUI,  1435 

Bere  Island 

Catholic  Chapel,  Q.  Mr.  OUhooly,  A.  Lord 

G.  Hamilton,  189 
Postal  FaeiUties,  Q.  Mr.  OUhocdy,  A.  Bit 

James  Fergusson,  372 

Bills  of  Sale  BiU 

l.  Bep.  with  Amenuts.  1081 
Amendts.  Bep.  1269 
Bead  3*,  and  sent  to  e.  1448 

BnsBECE,  Sir  Edward,  Norfolk,  E. 
Postal  Airangemrats,  Baral  Districts,  Beso* 

112, 146, 150 
Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  BiU,  152 

Birmingham  Canal  Bates 
Q.  Mr.  Biohard  Chamberlain,  filr.  Smith- 
Barry,  A.  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  905 

Birmingham  Corporatioa  Water  Bill 

c.  Debated,  887,  Read  3°,  348 
Amendts.  from  I.  agreed  to,  1770 

BiBKBLL,  Mr.  A.,  Fife,  W, 
SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  1755 

Black,  Superintendent,  Birmingham 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
551 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  iirmagh,  S. 
National  EducaUon  (Ireland)  BUI,  963 
Newtownards  Union  Schoolmaster,  84 
Omagh,  Letter  Boxes  in,  581 

Blaxall,  Dr.  (Retired  Naval  Pay),  li65 

Block  System  (Eaiiway) 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Dixon,  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Sit 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  1459 

Blundell,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.,  Lama- 
shire,  S.W.,  Ince 
Army  Estimates,  733,  760 

BOABD  OF  AOAICTJLTUBE 

President— Bfr.  H.  Chaplin 

Agricultural  Statistics,  376,  901 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  BUI,  1717, 
1793 

Farmer's  Alliance,  Alleged  Intimidation,  63, 
221,461 

Foot-and-Mottth  Disease,  217, 1068 
Metropolitan  Cattle  RestrieUons,  1750 
Ordnance  Surveys,  628-631 
SAmP  Scab  Bemedy,  656^ 
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Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  54-76, 
832-886,  1394-1445, 1523-1528, 1761-1760 

Supply  —  Vote,  656  ;  —  Foot  -  and  -  Mouth 
IHsease,  1068 ; — Ordnance  Surveys,  629 

BOABB  OF  TBABE 

President— Sir  M.  E.  Hieka  Beach 

Secretary — Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
"  Albert  Edward  "  Collision,  913 
Birmingham  Canal  Rates,  905 
Colour  Vision  Report,  371 
False  Trade  Marks,  363 
Harbour  Accommodation,  Wales,  294 
Joyce,  Detective,  Family  of,  1926 
Loch  Stoeen  Foreshores,  895 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts  AmmSmetU  BiU, 

411 

Railway  and  Canal   Traffic    Act  (1888) 

Amendment  BiU,  1146 
Railwj,y  Servants,  Hours  of  Labour,  410, 

695,  1052,  1283 
Raihvay  Block  System,  1469 
Supply— Vote,  652-656 
Watertight  Compartmmts,  Ships,  696 

Boilers  in  the  Navy 

Q.  Mr.  Gourley,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  202 

Bolton,  Mr.  J.  C,  Stirling 
BMigh  Police  and  Heoltii  (Scotland)  Bill, 
_^956 

Railway  Servants  Hours,  1739. 1780 

Bolton,  Mr.  T.  DolliDg,  Derbyshire, 

N.E. 

Mesopotamian  Antiquities,  S56 

Bolton,  Mr.  T.  H.,  St.  Pancras,  N. 
Contracts,  Sub-letting  of,  362 
Small  Agricultural  Holdmgs  Bill,  56,  60 

Bonded  Warehouses,  Dundee,  1036 

Book  Post  Delivery  in  Rome 

Q.  Mr.  Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  188 

Borneo,  North,  1808-1819 

BoBTHwiOK,  Sir  Algernon,  ^nsing- 
ton,  S. 
Xdbel  Bill,  Intro.  156 

BouLMOis,  Mr.      Marylehone,  B. 
Government  Contracts  (Sub-letting),  1729 

BouBFiELD,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Hackney,  JV. 

Uining  Boards  Bill,  Intro.  674 

Bowles,  Captain  H.  F.,  Middlesex, 
Enfield  . 
Army  Estimates,  803, 804 


Boys  for  the  Navy 

Q.  Mr.  Oourley,  A.  Ur.  Ashmead-Bartlett, 

1556 

Bradford  and  Leeds  Barracks,  1451 

Bbasset,  Lord 
North  Borneo,  1808 

Brazil,  Emigrants  to 

Q.  Mr.  Byron  Beed,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtber, 
1041 

Brehon  Law  Tracts 

Q.  Mr.  Kenny,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  195 

Brennan  Xoroedo 
Q.  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  1034 

Brideswell  Licensing  Cases 

Q.  Mr.  Donal  Sullivan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
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Bbioht,  Mr.  Jacob,  Manchester,  S.W. 
Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
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Bright,  Mr.  J.  Albert,  Birminyham, 
Central 

Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  102 

Brine  Fnmping  (Compensation  for  Sub- 
sidence) Frovisional  Order  Bill  [<;■ 

No.  347] 
Debated,  361 ;  Bead  3»,  861 

"  Britannia  "  Training  Ship 
Q.  Mr.  Oourley,  A.  Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett, 
1665 

British  Art,  Gallery  of  (Mr.  Tate) 
Q.  Dr.  Farquharson,  A.  Mr.  Ooschen,  1S55 

British  Columbia,  Emigration  to 
Q.  Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
1284 

British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill  [c-  No-  483] 

Reso.  in  Com.  1498,  1644 
Intro.  Mr.  Goschen ;  Read  1°,  1644 
Bead  3f>,  and  com.  1738-1744  , 
Com.  1768 ;  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1769 
Bead  3°,  and  pasHed,  1844 
I.  From  c.  Read  1",  1828 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1878 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendts.  1904 
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825,  906,  1278 

British  Seaman  Shot  at  Malta 
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Military  Education,  796 
Ordnance  Fautories,  803,  801 
Transport  and  Remounts,  790 
Volunteer  Corps,  787 
BaUincoUig  Water  Supply,  1046, 1047 
Barracks,  Leeds  and  Bradford,  1452 
'CoIoneU  Retiring  Pensions,  1041 
Dundalk  Rifle  Range,  1723 
Hampsbirs  Regiment,  221 
Irish  Slates,  552 

Landing  of  Troops,  Dublin,  1723 
Londonderry  Barracks,  Disturbance,  196 
:Military  Lands  Consolidation  Bill,  1381 
New  Forest  Rifle  Range,  48,  377,  663, 1468 
Ordnance  Stores,  Edinburgh,  380 
Police  in  Militaiy  Uuifonn,  62S 
Portmamock  Ranges,  881 
Recruiting,  Medical  Officer,  1050 
Rifle  Ranges.  48,  S77,  881,  553,  1380,  1468, 
1723 

Robinson,  Miss,  Army  Chaplains,  454 
RoBsian  ^terpreters  in  Army,  689 
Soldiers  at  Fiscal  Meetings,  1281 
.  Snb-Ietting  of  Oontraots,  17S9 
Thompson,  James,  Services  of,  35 
Uganda,  Officers  in,  579,  1277,  1278 
Volunteer  Officers,  Dearth  of,  542 
Volunteers  and  Jury  Serrioe,  1452 
Wantage's,  Lord,  Committee,  466 
Yarmouth  Rifle  Range,  1280 
Yeomanry  Committee  Report,  1277 

Bbookfield,  Mr.  A.  M.,  Sussex,  Bye 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorsility)  Bill,  471 
Yoltinteer  Officers,  Dearth  of,  542 

Bbow,  Mr.  A.  Hargreaves,  Shrop$hire, 
Wellington 
If  Iss  Bobinson  and  Army  Chaplains,  464 

BEOWNLOW,  Earl  (Undersecretary 

of  State  for  War) 
MilitaiT  Lands  Consolidation  BiU,  1676 
Royal  Warrant,  Article  72,  28 

Bbuce,  Lord  Henry,  Wilts,  Chd^pen- 
ham 

Aimy  Estimates,  764 

Bbunsbb,  Mr.  J.  T.,  ChMhire,  North- 
wich 

Brine  Pumfing  (Compensation,  ftc.)BUl,360 

Bbyce,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen,  S. 
Access  to  Mountains  Bill,  215 
Access  to  Moiintains  (No.    Bill,  1003 
Business  of  the  House,  1786 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Bill,  892, 894, 
401,980 

leant. 


Bbtoe,  Mr.  3.—cont. 
Maltese  Marriage  Law,  1782 
Opium  Sales  in  Burma,  1661 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff,  1280 
Supply— Consular  Establidunents,  998 
Theological  Tests,  1290 
Uganda,  367 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Edinburgh,  W. 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief  BUI, 
396 

Ordnance  Stores,  Edinbui^h,  380 
Post  Office  Guarantee  Fund,  203 
Sunday  Postal  Duty,  20S 
Uganda  Disturbances,  457,  458 

Bucharest  Legatioa,  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  1279.  1460 

Building  Societies 
Return  pres.  (Sir  J.  Lubbock),  1983 

Bulkheads  in  Ships,  696 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Sootlaiid)  Bill 

[c.  No.  230] 

Com.,  Divisions,  935-963 

New  Clauses,  1336,  Read  3°,  and  pasBsd,  186S 
I.  From  c,  Read  1448 

Read  2",  and  com.  1676 

Com.,  Standing  Com.  n^tived,  1766 

Amendts.  Rep.  1866 

Read  3",  and  passed,  1903, 1916 
c.  Amendts.  considered,  1929 

Burma,  Opium  Sales  in,  1561 

Business  of  the  House  (see  PABLIA- 

MENT) 

Return  ordered  of  Days  Oceupied  by 
Government  and  Private  Members  (Mr. 
M'Lagan).  1887 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  G.,  Tower  HamieU, 

Poplar 

Insanitary  Workshops,  1454, 1455 
Sub-Contracting  in  Ireland,  200 

Cabs,  Grawluog,  London,  1274 
CAD06AN,  Eabl  (liord  Privy  Seal) 

Casual  Wards  Bill,  1774 

Criminal  Law,  Ireland,  1883 

Drainage    and   Improvement    of  Land 

(Ireland)  (No.  2)  BiU,  1539,  1641,  IfiSO, 

1683,  1684,  1685,  1686,  1792 
Galway  Infirmary  Bill,  15^ 
Land  CommissionezB  (Ireland)  Bill,  SB. 

1790, 1791, 1902 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  SR.  166S, 

1776, 1777, 1778 
Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  BUI,  154<,  1646 
PubUe  Works  Loans  EMTim,  ^  I  ^ 
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Cadogan,  Earl — cont. 

SmftU  Agrioultural  Holdings  Bill,  2R.  832- 
846,  849,  854,  878,  879,  1394,  1395,  1396, 
1398,  1404,  1409,  1411,  1412,  1413, 1416, 
1416,  1417.  1418,  1419,  1426,  1429,  1430, 
1431,  1483,  1484,  1489,  1440,  1443, 1444, 
1446, 1633, 1682, 1637, 1588 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow,  St.  Eollox 
Ba^  Stieet  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill,  890 
Bnrgh  Police  and  Health  BiU,940,  942 
EducatioD  and  Local  Taxation  Belief  Bin, 
925 

Education  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
BUI.  1747 

Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  5)  Bill,  1746;  (No.  4)  Bill,  1747; 
(No.  6)  BUI,  1747 

Kmgstown  and  Kingsbridge  Railway  BUI, 
1168 

Local  Oovemment  Pronaional  Order  (No. 

15)  BUI,  689;  (No.  13)  Bill,  1006 
Loch  Sween  Foreshores,  894 
London  Connfy  Council  (Money)  Bill,  890, 

1006 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill, 
1746 

Water  Orders  Confirmalion  Bill,  1747 
Wear  Valley  Extension  Railway  Bill,  1360 

Cabiebon,  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  Wick,  <&c. 
Army  Estimates,  769, 773 
Bui^  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill, 

944,  963, 1343 
Crofters  Colonisation  Vote,  1074 
Garve  and  Ullapool  Railway  Bill,  348 

Caupbell,  Mr.  Henry,  Fermanagh,  S. 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1176 

Gahpbell-Bannebman,  Bight  Hon.  H., 
Stirling,  dc. 
Business  of  the  House,  1067 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief  Bill, 
9S6 

Boyal  Parks,  Employees,  580 

Caup£BD0wi4,  Eari  of 
Criminal  Law,  Ireland,  1863 
Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  BiU,  1338,  1224, 

1235.  1336, 1445 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  884, 1396, 

1431. 1432, 1438 
Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers) 

Bill,  160,  164. 173 

Canada.  Beciprooity  with,  13-27 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  197 

Canal  Bates  and  Tolls,  905 

Canons,  Church  of  England 
Q.  Mr.  BadclifEe  Cooke,  A.  Sir  lUohard 
Webster.  463 


Cantebbubt,  Archbishop  of 
Mixed  Marriages,  Malta,  1619 

"  Capercailzie  "  Yacht 

Q.  Mr.  Oourley,  A.  Lord  Q.  Hamilton,  903 

Cardiff  New  Post  Office 
Q.  Sir  Edward  Reed,  A.  Sir  James  Feiv 

gusson,  462 

Cabew,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Kilda/re,  lH, 
Skeletons  at  Rathmore,  1S65 

Carrickmaoross  County  Cess 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jaokson,  899 

Cabbington,  Lord 
Gibraltar  Sanitary  Board,  1228 
London  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill» 
3R.  1009, 10^ 

Casual  Wards  Bill  [c  No.  384] 

Intro.  Mr.  Ritchie ;  Read  1°,  334 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1318 
Read  3°,  and  passed,  1389 
I.  From  c.  Bead  1>,  1448 
3R.  Debate,  1773 ;  Withdrawn,  1776 

Cathedral  Ghnrohes  Bill  [c-  No.  146) 
Withdrawn,  1005 

Cattle  Trade,  Metropolis,  17€0 

Causton,  Mr.  E.  K.,  SouthwarJe,  TFl. 
"  Albert  Edward  "  Collision,  913 
Business  of  the  House,  1395 
Christ's  Hospital,  306 
Dissolution,  1842 

Cavan  Guardians  (Byan — Seed  Potato 

Case) 

Q.  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  John  OoiHt(. 
559,  1109,  1452,  1559 

Cemeteries  Bating'  BiU  [c  No.  393] 
Intro.  Mr.  Stephens;  Read  1<*.  416 

Central  Hall,  Flooring  of 
Q.  Sir  Thomas  Bsmonde,   A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  316 

Central  London  Railway  Bill 

Motion,  Mr.  PickerBgiU,  Dtrieion,  186- 

Certified  Day  Industrial  Schools 
Copy  of  Order  piis.  834 

Ghaddesley  Corbet  Allotments,  363 

Chaicbeklain,  Bight  Hon.  Joseph,  £tr- 
nanghamf  W. 
Biimingham  Corporation  Water  BUI,  38ft 
8man  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  68 
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Ghioago  Exhibition,  Indian  Exhibits 

Q.  General  Ooldsworthy,  A.  Mr.  Cunmn,  901 

Children  in  Public  Houses 

Q.  Mr-  Conybeare,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  A. 
3.  Balfour,  372 

Chinese  Government  and  Mr.  Wenyon, 
1040 

Christ's  Hospital  Removal 
Q.  Mr.  Causton,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  206 

Chronicles  of  the  Picts  and  Soots,  1282 

Church   Baildin^    Acts  (Compulsory 
Powers  Repeal)  Bill  [c  No.  55] 
Withdrawn,  1770 
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Ghabcbbblaut,  Mr.  Biohard,  lalington, 
W. 

Birmingham  Ganal  Rates,  905 
Puidie,  Mr.,  Arrest  of,  1273 

Channel  Fleet,  Voters  in,  694 

Channino,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Northampton,  E. 

Allotmente  Betum,  568 
Artificial  Manures,  &o..  Bill,  686 
Block  System,  1460 

Conscience  Clause  in  National  Schools,  190, 

191 ;  Ringstead  School,  693 
Railway  Servants  Hours,  695,  1283 
Small  Af[ricultura]  Holdings  Bill,  70 
Supply— Board  of  Tntde,  665 

CHAPUN,  Right  Hon.  H.  (President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture),  Lin- 
oolnskire,  Sleaford 
Agricultural  Statistics,  375 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  317, 1068 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Bestrictioos,  1760 
Sheep  Scab  Remedies,  656 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  54,  55,  57, 
59,  67,  69,  70,  71,  72,  74,  75,  76,  1753,  1759 
Supply— Board  of  Agriculture,  666,  667 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  1068 
Surreys,  629,  6S0 

Charitable  Trusts  (Recovery)  Act,  1891 

Copy  of  Rules,  414 

Charity  Inquiries  Bill 

I.  Bead  2",  and  com.  29  * 
Bep.,  Standing  Com.  negatived,  177 
Bead  3>,  and  passed,  328 

Charity  Land  Allotments 
Q.  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,    A.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  368 

* 

Chartered  African  Companies 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  46 
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Chnrch  of  England  Canons,  462 


Civil  Bill  Gonrts  (Ireland)  Bill  [«•  No. 

313] 

Bead  2°,  and  com.  567 
Withdrawn,  1388 

Civil  List  Pensions 

List  of  Grants  pres.  1982 
Civil  Pensions  and  Naval  Pay,  1465 
Civil  Servants  and  Elections,  1563 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart' 

ments 
Copy  of  Estimates,  823 
(See  under  Supply) 

Civil  Service  Promotions,  Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  Clancy,  A.  Sir  John  Oorst,  542 

Civil  Service  Writers 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  John  Oorst,  897 

Clanot,  Mr.  J,  J.,  DubUn  Co.,  N. 
Civil  Service  Promotion  in  Ireland,  642 

Clare  County  Police 
Q.  Mr.  Cox,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  89 

Clare  Slob  Lands 

Q.  Mr.  Cox,  A.  Sir  John  Oorst,  444 

GiiABE,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 
Allan,  Mr.  Thomas  (Post  Office),  1727 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill,  1788.  1740^ 

1764,  1766,  1767, 1769,  1844, 1846 
Bui^h  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill,  936, 
938,  939,  940,  943,  946,  947,  950,  951,  952, 
953,  954,  956,  957,  958,  960,  961,  962,  963, 
1336,  1337,  1340,  1341,  1342,  1343,  1344, 
1345,  1346,  1347,  1348,  1350,  1351,  1362, 
1929, 1980 
Business  of  the  House,  382, 1059 
Casual  Wards  Bill,  1213 
Coroners  Deputies  Bill,  1079,  1080 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  111 
Distraint  for  Taxes,  1923 
Early  Scottish  History,  1282 
Education  and  Local  Taxation,  &o,.  Bill, 

403,  923,  931 
Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  1786,  1746, 1746, 

1761,  1762 
Joyce's,  Detective,  Family,  1925 
Newfoundland,  Miss  Hubert,  1726 
Polling  Irregularity,  1920 
Polynesian  Labour,  Queensland,  90 
Begent's  Canal,  &c.,  Railway,  1654 
Sasine  Office,  Edinburgh,  1727 
Sarahster  Harbonr,  1054,  1055, 1352 
Stamps  and  Taxes,  Scottish  Controller,  105jL 
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<t3LABE,  Dr.  Or.  B.—eont. 

Supply— Civil  Services,  Vote  on  Account,  292 

Crofters  Colonisation,  1066,  1071,  1076, 

1209 

Diplomatic  Services,  1063 
Local  Loans  Fund,  1066 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  1069 
Universities,  Great  Britain,  1063 
.  Swaziland,  1273 

ThuRo  Harbour,  1353 

Uganda  Disturbances,  1052 

Uig  Post  Office,  1281 

Universities,  Great  Britain,  1062 

Vaccination  CommissioD,  220 

Voting  after  6  o'clock,  1924 

-Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill  t«* 

Ko.  289] 

■  C  Consideration,  464 ;  Bead  S^,  518 
k  Returned  from  c.  886 

Amendts.  considered  and  returned  to  c.  1359 
c.  Amendts.  a^teeA  to,  1497 
l  From  c,  agreed  to,  1546 

Closure  of  Debate 
Return  of  Applications,  1004 

Coal  for  the  Navy 

Q.  Mr.  Baiid,  Mr.  Watt,  A.  Lord  Q.  Hamil- 
ton, 1468 

Coal  Mines  Begolation  AotOSST)  Amend- 
ment (Ho.  3)  BiU  [e.  No.  380] 
Intro.  Mr.  Philipps ;  Bead  !<>,  166 

Cobb,  Mr.  H.  P.,   Warwick,  S.E., 
Bughy 
County  Court  Officials,  655 
Glove  Fights,  540 

Hawkshaw,  Rev.  E.  B.,  and  M.A.  Degree, 
629 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  73 

■Coercion  Act  (1887),  Prisoners,  1262 

Coleridge,  Lord 

Evelyn  v.  Hnrlbert,"  1504 

-CoLLiNOS,    Mr.    Jesse,  Birmingham, 
Bordesley 
Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Bill,  343 
Charity  Land  Allotments,  363 
SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  6S,  63, 63, 
70,  71,  72,  74,  76,  76 

•CoIjOhb,  Sir  John  G.  B,.,  Totper  SanUeU, 

Bow,  dc. 
Alternative  Routes  to  Pacific,  197 
Xiondon  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
BiU,  430 

Oolonels  Betiring  Pensions,  1041 


Colonial  Stock  Act  (1877)  Amendment 
Bill 

I.  Pras.  Lord  Knutsford ;  Read  1«,  869 

Bead  2>,  and  com.  1038 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1360 

Bead  S*,  and  sent  to  c.  1451 
e.  From  I.,  Bead  1°,  1643 

Bead  2°,  and  com.  1748 

Com.,  Bep.,  Read  8°,  and  passed,  1771 
I.  From  e.  s^[reed  to,  1837 

COLOHI£S 

Secretary  of  State — Lord  Knutsford 
Under  Secretary— Bonm  S.  de  Worms 

Amtaongaiand,  1371 

ArtiH  Paaha,  44 

British  Columhia  Loan,  1284, 1736-1744 
Canada,  Beeiprocity  vnth,  13-37 
Canadian  Padfio  Bailwaj/,  197 
Colonial  Stock  Act  Amendment  BUI,  1038 
Cyprv^  Tribute,  205,  448 
Oibraliar  —  DocA;,  1356  /—Sanitary  Board, 

1228-1266 
Gold  Coast,  Oeraldo  de  Lima,  48 
Lagoi,  447 

Maltese  Marriage  Law,  209, 1783 
Mauritius  Hurricane,  449,  541 
Mauritius  Loan  BiU,  1803 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  Dispute,  110, 660 
Newfoundland,  Mitt  Hubert,  1726 
North  Borneo,  1808-1819 
jQueensland — Polynesian  Labour,  693 
Supply— Colonial  Office,  650  . 
Swaziland,  446, 1271,  1272 
Transvaal,  1557 
Zululand,  1272 

Colour  Vision  Beport 
Q.  Sir  GQorge  Bnden-Powell,  A.  Sir  Mlehsd 
Hicks  Beach,  371 

CoLviLitE  of  CuLBoss,  Lord 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1793 

Commerctal  Treaties,  Spain  and  France 
Q.  Mr.  Leng,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  48; 
Q.  Mr.  Mather,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
456 

GOHHITTEE  OF  COUIICIL  OH  XDV- 
CATIOH 

Lord  President — Viscount  Cranbrook 
Vice  President— Str  W.  H.  Dyke 

(see  EDUCATION  Departimtni) 


Common 
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Poor   Fund  Beceivership, 


Commonweal,"  The 
Q.  Mr.  Cnninghame  Graham,  A.  Mr.  Mftt> 
thews,  1037         f-^  I 
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■■Companies  (Winding-up)  Act,  1890 
Account  of  Beceipta,  &,o.  1932 

■Compensation  Appeals,  Local  Govern- 
ment Act 
Q.  Mr.  Dizon-Hartland,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorat,  201 

GoHPTON,  Earl,  York,  W M.,  Barnsley 
Pcdynesiaii  Labour  in  Queensland,  102 

Comptroller  of  Stamps,  Scotland,  1052 

Compulsory  Education  in  Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton.  A.  Mr.  Madden,  689;  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  911 

'Conscience  Clause,  National  Schools 
Q.  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke.  190, 
191.698 

Comiolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill 

e.  Intro.  Mr.  Courtney  ;  Read  1",  1211 
Bead  2°,  and  com.  1352,  1378 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1498 
Disciueion,  1563-1S78 ;  Bead  S>>,  1670 

I.  From  c,  Bead  1",  1717 

Bead  2",  Com.  negatived,  162B 
Bead  ^,  and  passed,  1886 

Consolidated  Fund  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

>c  Intro.  Mr.  Courtney ;  Bead  1°,  414 
Bead  2°,  and  com.  520 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  575 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  686 
I.  Prom  c,  Bead  1",  887 
Read     Com.  negatived.  1081 
Bead  3",  and  passed.  1269 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  (Ireland) 
Com.  to  consider  Grant,  1008 
Beso.  agreed  to,  1144 

Contasioiu  Diseases  (Animals)  (Ireland) 

Bill  [c.  No.  422] 
Intro.  Mr.  Jackson ;  Bead  l",  1216 
Bead  2o,  and  com.  1498 
Com..  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1642 
I.  Prom  c,  Bead  1",  1717 
Read  2",  and  com.  1793 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1887 
Bead  8*,  and  passed,  1908 

■Contracts,  Sub-letting,  199,  362,  912, 
1729  ■ 

Conveyance  of  Mails  Abroad 

Q.  Mx.  Henniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  James 

Ferguason,  1263 

■  Convict  Prisons,  Hours  of  Labour 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  631 

'Convicts'  Life  Insurance 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr  Matthews, 
1265 


Conway,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim,  A. 
Arabi  Pasha,  44 
Business  of  the  House,  1561 
Cork,  Evicted  Tenants,  1733 
Limerick,  Bands,  1661, 1662, 1782 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  268,  271, 

1169,  1163,  1185,  1186,  1311, 1315,  1326 
Omagh  School  Accommodation,  194 
Supply — Public  Education,  Ireland,  996 

GoNYBEABE,  Mr.  G.  A.  v.,  Cornwall, 
Camborne 

Agricultural  Statistics,  375 

Children  in  Public  Houses,  372 

Osbom,  Conviction  of,  374 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 

(No.  2)  Bill,  Intro.  324 
Sapply— Civil  Services,  806,  SOT,  818, 819, 820 

Cooke,  Mr.  G.  W.  Baddiffo.  Newing- 

■   ton,  W. 

Church  of  England  Canons,  462  • 
Petrolenm  in  Suez  Canal,  1287 

GoBK  and  Obbeby,  Earl  of 

London  Coon^  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1021 

Cork  County,  Fair  Bents,  1270 

Cork,  Evicted  Tenants 
Q.  Mr.  Conway,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1733 

Cork  Guardians  (Mr.  f^tzgerald),  1267 
Corn  Sales 

Bep.  from  Select  Com.  1885 

Coroners  Deputies  Bill  [c-  No.  367] 

Title    changed    from    "  Coroners  in 

Boroughs  Bill " 

c.  Considered  as  amended,  413 

Consideration  deferred,  685 
I.  From  c.  Read  1»,  1268 

Bead  2",  and  com.  1522 

Com.  1761,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1785 

Read  3-,  and  passed,  1866 

From  c.  Amendt.  agreed  to,  1915, 1928 

Corporations  (Stamp  Bnties)  Bill  ^o* 

338] 
Withdrawn,  520 

County  Cess  Beceipts 

Q.  Mr.  Knox,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1469 ;  A.  Mr. 
Madden,  1558 

County  Cess,  Seizure  for,  899 


County  (Courts,  Officials 

Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Sir  Richard 
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COURTNEY,  Eight  Hon.  L.  H.  (Chair- 
man  of  Committees  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  Deputy  Speaker),  Com- 

wallt  Bodmin 

FOB  BULINGS—As  Chairman  of 
Committees  and  Deputy  Speaker 
see  under  SPEAKER,  Mr. 

Great  Korthem  and  Oity  Bailway  Bill,  186 
Kingstown  and  Kingabridge  Bailway  Bill, 
1163, 1166 

Private  Bills,  Standing  Orders,  1549, 1554 
Begent's  Canal  and   Docks  Bailway  Bill, 

1554,  1721 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  67,  70 
Standing  Orders,  Deposit  of  Bills,  Board  of 

Agricmture,  1721 

CouBTOWN,  Earl  of 
National  Ednoatdon  (Ireland)  Bill,  1668, 
1781 

Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill,  1544  • 

Cox,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Clare,  E. 
Arabi  Pasha,  44,  441,  442,  448 
Clare  Slob  Lands,  444 
County  Clare  Police,  39 
Eanis— ^ub-Postmastership,  445 
ScariS  Pier,  446, 1660 

Cbaio,  Mr.  J.,  Neivcastle-upmi-Tyne 
Public  Libraries  Law  Consolidation  Bill, 
1107 

Cbanbobne,  Viscount^ancos  Aire,  J^.iP. , 

Darwen 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  468, 
514,  515 

CEANBROOK,  Viscount  (Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council) 
Charity  Inquiries  Bill,  178 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Bill,  1717, 

2R  1793 
Public  Worte  Loans  BUI,  1803 
Water  Companies  (Begnlation  of  Powers) 
BiU, 171 

Cbawfobd,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark,  N.E. 
Eduoatton  and  Local  Taxation,  £0.,  Bill,  400 

Cbeheb,  Mr.  W.  R.,  Shoreditch,  Sag- 
gers ton 
Dissolution,  1S41,  1842 
Joyce's,  Detective,  Family,  1926 
London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 

Bill,  436,  437,  438 
Parliamentary  Voters  Registration  Bill,  156 
Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  lOS,  107 
Witnesses  Protection  BiU,  1092,  1094, 1099, 

1935 

Cbillt,  Mr.  D.,  Mayo,  N, 
Auxiliary  Postmen,  902 
Inland  Revenue  Officers,  902 
Suez  Canal  Regulations,  1044 
Supply — Parliament  BuUdings,  635 


Criminal  Lav.-,  Ireland 
Q.  Oba.  Earl  of  CamperdoTra,  Earl  Cadog&n^ 
1888 

Criminal  Warrants,  Mysore,  370 
Crofters'  Holdings  (SeoUand)  Bill  [e-  No. 

895] 

Intro.  Mr.  Seymour  Keay ;  Bead  V>,  416 

Cross,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Liverpool,  West 
Derby 

Brine  Pmuping  (Compensation,  £c.)  Bill, 
867 

Culrain  and  Lochinver  Railway 
Q.  Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  696 ;  ^.  Mr.  Goschen,  1048 

CURZON,  Hon.  G.  N.  (Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India),  Lancor- 
shire,  Southport 
Chicago  Exhibition,  Grant,  Ac.  901 
East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  1593-1606, 

1612,  1614-1629 
Indian  Budget,  1614-1629,  1638 
Indian  Officers  Furlough  AUowance,  545, 
1034 

Khojak  Tunnel,  1612 
EJshnagur  State  CoUege,  1286 
Marriages  in  India,  1285 
Medical  Officers,  Native  Regiments,  896 
Mortality  of  Indian  Troops,  546 
Mysore  Criminal  Warrants,  371 
National  Congress  and  Officials,  908 
Native  Indian  Troops,  45 
Opium  Sales  in  Burma,  1661, 1689 
Persian  Tobacco  Conoesnon  and  Hr.  Talbot 
42 

Salt  Tax,  1638 

Uncovenanted    Service   Grievances.  1593- 
1606 

CUBZON,  Viscount,  Bttcks,  Wycombe 
Roberts,  Lord,  Evidence  on  Recruiting,  455 

CnsT,  Mr.  H.  J.  C,  Lincolnshire,  Stam- 
ford 

SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  72, 1753. 
1754 

Customs 
Report  for  1891-3  pres.  1933 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill 

c.  Read  3",  and  passed,  110 

I.  (Marquess  of  Salisbury),  Read  !■,  178 

Read  S*,  Com.  negatived,  828 

Bead  8*,  and  passed,  886 

Customs  Boatmen 
Q.  Mr.  Cuninghamo    Grmfaam,    A.  Mr. 
Qoschen,  1289  1 
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Onstoms  Examinations 

Q.  Mr.  Montagu,  ^.  Mr.  Goschen,  206;  Q. 
Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien.  A.  Sir 
JcAm  Oorst,  Mr.  Ooaohen,  1275-1877 

dnstoms  Officers  Salaries 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  43 

Cyprus  Tribute 

Q.  Mr.  Smnmers,  A:  Mr.  Ooachen,  205 ;  Q. 
Mr.  Bobertson,  A.  Baron  de  Worms,  i43 

DAI.ZIEL,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Kirkcaldy^  dc. 
Parliamentary  Bepcnting,  567 
Police — ^Boot  Contracts,  ^ 

Babling,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Deptf&rd 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Trade,  17S0 
SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  65 
Witnesses  Protection  BilL  1083, 1087, 1094, 
1095 

Davet,  Sir  Horace,  Stx>ckton 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  72 
Witness^  Protection  Bill,  1095. 1096 

Deck  Cargoes  BiU  [e-  No.  104] 

Withdrawn,  1215 

De  Lima,  Geraldo,  Imprisonment  of 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  47 

Benmak,  Lord 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Amendt. 

872,  1645, 1648 
Women's  Suffrage  Bill,  1854 

De  Bahset,  Lord 

Emily  Williams,  Fever  Case,  1824 
Royal  CommiBsion  on  Vaccination,  333 

Derby  Day  Adjournment 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  A.  Mr. 

A.  Z.  Balfour,  Mr.  Speaker,  228 
Motion,  Major  Basoh,  Ac.  882-891 ;  Point  of 

Order.  661 

Deteotive  Joyoe's  Family,  1925 

Db  Vesci,  Viscount 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1678 

DE  WORMS,  Right  Hon.  Baeon  H. 

Snder  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
loniea),  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth 
Arabi  Pasha,  44 

Cyprus  and  Turkish  Trlbiite,  448 
Q^raldo  de  Lima's  Claim,  48 
Hubert,  Miss,  Newfound^nd,  1726 
Lagos,  447 

Maltese  Marriage  Law,  209,  1732 
Mauritius,  Hurricane,  449 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  Dispute,  110,  651 
Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  688 
Suj^y— Colonial  Office,  661 
Transvaal  and  Swaziland,  446, 1668 


DiMSDALE,  Baron  R.,  Herts,  Sitchdn 
Agricultural  Statistics,  901 
Duties  on  Foreign  Wines,  554 
I^easants  Eggs  (Waller  and  Street),  664 
Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers) 
Bill.  1384 

Dissolution,  The 

Q.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Picton,  A.  Mr. 
A.J.Balfour,  1470;  Motion,  Mr.  Labou- 
chere,  Ac.  1473-1496 ;  Q.  Mr.  Labouchere, 
1569,  Mr.  Picton,  Mr.  Gedge,  Mr.  H. 
Fowler,  A .  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  1573 ;  Q,  Mr. 
Labouchere,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  1784.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Sir  Biohard  Webster.  1749, 
Mr.  Bitchie,  1834 

Distraint  for  Taxes 
Q.   Mr.    Cuninghame   Graham,   A,  Mr. 
GoBcheu,  12B5,  Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  1923 

Disturbances  in  Uganda,  364-367.  457, 
677.  579,  696.  825. 1051.  1277 

Divisions  of  the  House 
Return  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lagan),  1387 

DixoN,  Mr.  George,  Biymingham,  Edg* 

boston 
Block  System,  1459 

Djxon-Eabtland,  Mx.'F.iy.fMiddlesex, 
Uxbridge 
Business  of  the  House,  1392 
Compensation  Appeals,  Return,  201 
Footways,  Mainteaance  of,  1728 
Bating  of  Volunteer  Drill-Halls,  201 
Regent's  Canal,  &c.,  Railway  Bill,  1720 
Royal  Parks,  Employees,  680 
School  Board  for  London  Superannuation 
BiU.  1388 


Donerule — Labourers  Cottages, 

Donnelly.  James,  Eviction  of 
Q.  Mr.  Kilbride,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  221 


DOUGLAS,  Right   Hon.  A.  Akeks 
(Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury), E£nt,  St.  Augustine's 
East  India  (Military  Frontier)  Expenditure. 
1772 

House  of  Commons  (Befreshment  Bocmu), 
Com.  ordered,  688 

Diaiiiage  and  Improvement  of  Land  die- 
land}  (Ho.  2)  jm  [c.  No.  293] 
c.  Bead  2o,  and  com.  322 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  619 

Road  3°,  and  passed,  576 
1.  From  c.  Read  1»,  888 

Read  2'>,  and  com.  1539 

Com.,  Amendts.  made,  1679-1666 

Bep.  of  Ameudts.  1791 

Bead  3",  and  passed,  1888, 1916 
c  Amendts.  considered,  1926 
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Q.  BIr.  Talbot.  A.  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke.  1370 

Drummoud  "Wolff,  Sir  H.  {Bucharest) 
Q.  Mr.  Legh,  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  1279;  Q.  Jtlr.  Shaw  Leferre, 
A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1460 

Dublin  and  Cork  Mails 
Q.  Mr.  Maurice  Healy»  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  1047 

Dublin  Barracks  Improvement  Bill 

i.  Bead  3«,  and  passed.  81 

Dablin  Sorting  Clerks,  1832 

Dublin,  Troops  Landing  in 
Q.  Mr.  Macartney,  A,  Mr.  Brodriok,  1722 

DcoDALE,         3.  S.,  Wartoiokshiret 
Nuneaton 

Small  Agricultural  Hol^ngs  Bill,  69,  78 

Dumfries  Bonded  WarehouBes 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton.  A.  Mr.  Ooschen, 

Dondalk  Mails,  Delay  - 

Q.  Mr.  Jordan,  A.  Sir  JEunes  Fergouon.  904 

Dondalk  Bifle  Bange,  891, 1723 

DUNBAVEN,  Eirl  of 
Beoiprocity  with  Canada.  Motion.  13 

DiTNSANY.  Lord,  Gloucester,  Thombury 

Mysore  Criminal  Warrants,  870 

Durrus  Petty  Sessions  Clerk 
Q.  Mr.  Oilhooly,  A.  Sir  Tames  Fei^asaoD, 
879 

Duties  on  Foreign  Wine 
Q.  Baron  Dimsdale,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
654 

DYKE,  Eight  Hon.   Sir  W.  Habt 
(Vice  President  of  the  Council  for 
Education),  Kent,  Dartford 
Ashendon  School  Accommodation.  1087 
Average  Attendance  and  Fee  Grant,  61 
Christ's  Hospital  Removal,  207 
Conscience  Clause,  National  Schools,  101, 
694 

Drawing  Examinations,  Teachers,  1271 
Edacation  Grant,  1216, 1855-187a 
Evening  Technical  Schools,  1276 
Meetings  in  Schools,  877 
Milton  School  Accommodation,  19S 
Science  and  Art  Begnlations,  8d8 
Supply— Education  Vote,  870, 672, 674, 677, 
678,  818 


Dynamite  Prisoners 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews^ 
914 

Early  Scottish  History  Books,  1282 

East  Africa  Company,  British,  577^ 
696,  826,  906. 1277 

Eastboome  ImproTement  Act  (1885> 
Amendment  Bill 

I.  Read  2^,  and  com.  325 
Am^t.  moved,  1848 ;  Read  8*,  and  pMsed^ 

East  India  (Military  Frontier)  Expen- 
diture 

Return  opposed,  1772 

East  India  Offieen  Bill  [e.  No.  346] 

c.  Bead  Sf,  and  com.  685 
Withdrawn.  1389 

East  India  Officers  (Expenses) 
Com.  B.P.,  1213 

East  India  (Opium) 
Address  for  Betnm  (Mr.  L.  Fry).  1007 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts 

To  be  pres.,  Reso.  for  Com.  1144 
Discussion,  1581-1640 
Beso.  agreed  to,  1748 

East  India  (Silver  Question) 
Betumpres.  688 

Ebbington,   Viscount.  Hevon,  Tavi- 
stock 

Arm;  Estimates,  711 
Yeomanry  Ccon.  Report,  1277 

Edinburgh  Ordnance  Stores,  S80 

Edinburgh  Post  Office 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan,  A.  Sir  J.  Feigusson.  903 

Edinburgh  Stamp  Comptroller,  1051* 
1726 

Education 
Notice  of  Stat^ent  (Sir  W.  Hart  Drkel 

laie 

Edu  cation  and  Local  TuEtloa  VMi$t 

(Scotland)  BUI  [«.  No.  906] 
e.  Debate,  Divlrions,  Ac.  891-406 

Bead  S",  and  passed,  933-986 
I.  From  c,  Read  1>,  1081 

Read  2*,  and  com.  1614 

Rep.  without  Amendt.  18S7 

Bead  8>,  and  passed,  1886 
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Education  Code,   "Average  Attend- 
ance " 

Q.  Viscount  Cranborae,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  I>yke, 
61 

Education,  GompolBozy,  Ireland,  689, 
911 

EDUCATION  DEFABTHEKT 

lord  President  of  the  Council — Viscount 
Cranbrook 
Vice  President— Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke 
ABhendon  School  Accommodation,  1037 
Avmige  AttetidaTtces,  Fee  Orant,  61 
Chriafs  Hospital  Removal,  207 
Cotucience  Clatm,  NaHonal  SchooU,  191, 
694 

Drawing  Examinatioru  for  Teachers,  1371 
Edveatum  Grant,  1355-1S73 
Eveniing  TechrUeal  Schools,  1S7& 
Milton  School  Accommodation,  196 
PubKe  Meetings  in  Schools,  212,  376 
Science  and  Art  Department  BegulatiotK,  898 
Supp^f—Vote,  670-679 

Education  (Evening  Schools) 
Copy  of  Minute  pres.  413 

Edooation  Qranta,  Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien.  A.  Hr.  Jackson,  891 

SdnoatioiL  Provisional  Order  Conflrmap 
ti<m  (London)  Bill 

t.  Committed  to  Com.  of  whole  House,  886 

Read  3",  passed,  and  sent  to  c.  1083 
c.  Prom  I.,  Bead  I",  1144 

Bead  2o,  and  com.  1642 

Standing  Orders  suspended,  1747 

Bead  3«,  and  passed,  1848 
I.  Betnmed  from  c.  agreed  to,  1838 

Eduoation  (Science  and  Art) 
Copy  of  89th  Beport  pres.  1007 

Egypt,  Trade  Marks  in.  446 

Elgho,  Lord,  Ipswich 
Dethj  Day,  887 

Election  Circulars  (Ballot  Act) 
Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Gardner,  A.  Sir  Bichard 
Webster,  1080 

Eleotion  Contests  in  Ireland 
Q,  Ur.  Macartney,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1883 

Election  Placards  at  Bamet 
Q.  Hr.  Labouohere,  A.  Hr.  Hatthews^  1688 


Electric  Lighting;  Orders  Confirmation: 
Bills 

(No.  4)  [c.  No.  418] 

I.  Conunitted,  887 

Bead  3<*,  and  paBsed,  1032 
c.  From  /.,  Read  1»,  1144 

Bead  2<>,  and  com.  1642 

Standing  Orders  suspended,  1747 

Bead  8«,  and  passed,  1848 
I,  Returned  from  c.  agreed  to,  1828 

(No.  5)  [c.  No.  428] 

I.  Committed,  887 
c.  From  I.,  Bead  1",  1891 

Read  a»,  and  com.  1746 

Read  d",  and  passed,  1981 
I.  From  c.  agreed  to,  1914 

(No.  6)  [c.  No.  414]: 

i.  Committed,  887 
Bead  3>,  passed,  and  seat  to  c.  1033 

0.  From  I.,  Bead  1°,  1145 
Bead  Sf,  and  com.  164S 
Standing  Orders  suspended,  1747 
Read  3°,  and  passed,  1848 

1.  Returned  from  c.  agreed  to,  1828 

Elementary  Bducation  (Blind  and  Deaf)- 
Bill 

I.  Order  for  Com.  discharged,  1356 

Elementary  Eduoation(Teacher8Snper- 
annuations) 
Report  from  Select  Com.  158 

EliiIS,  Mr.  James,  Leicestershire,  Bos- 
worth 

Navy  Estimates,  596 
Supply— Royal  Parks,  Ac.  619 

Ellis.    Mr.  John  E.,  Nottinghamf. 
Bushcliffe 

Business  of  the  House,  585,  698, 1068, 1891 
Closure  of  Debate,  Betum,  1004 
Coercion  Act  Prisoners,  12i52 
East  India  Officers  Bill,  684 
Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  698 
BaUway  Serrants  Hours,  1283 
Select  Committees,  Betum,  1004 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1756 
Supply— Educatdon  Department.  677 
Telegraphs  Advances,  815 
Telegraphs  Bill,  8S0, 831 

Ellis,  Mr.  Thomas  E..  MerionethiMn- 

Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Bill,  837 
Clergy  (ImmoraUty)  Bill,  471,  477,  481,  488, 

488.  500,  503,  504,  S12 
Postal  Services,  Rural  Districts,  143 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  61,  69,  70 
Supply— Civil  Services,  808 

ELPHINSTONB.   Lobd    (Lord  in 
Waiting) 
Gibraltar  Dock,  1267, 1258 
Naval  Artillery  Volunteers.  1646- 
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EuHiNSTOHE,  Lord — cont. 
Naval  Knights  of  Windflor  Bill,  1221, 1222, 

1224,  1228,  144S 
North  Borneo,  1613-18ia 

Emigration 
BraHl,  1041 
British  Columbia,  1284 

Emmanuel  Hospital 
Q.  Mr.  William  Lowther,  A.  Sir  Richard 
Webster.  1290 

Employees — Boyal  Faxks,  579 

Enlistment  under  Age 

Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  .4.  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 


Ennis — Sub-Postmaster 

Q.  Mr.  Cox,  A.  Sir  James  Pergusson,  445 

Ebne,  Earl  of 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1675 

Escorts  of  Irish  Judges 
Q,  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  209 

EBUONDE.'Sir  T.  G.,  Dublin  Co.,  S. 
Excise  Officers,  41 
Flooring  of  Central  Hall,  216 
Thoflipson,  James,  Service  of,  35 
Westport  Union  Election,  36 

EsBLEMOKT,  Mr.  P.,  Aberdeen,  E. 
Business  of  the  House,  52 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  78 

Evans,  Mr.  Francis  H.,  Southampton 
Inland  Revenue  Supervisors,  1466 
Naval  Beserve  Pensions,  1569 

Evans,  Mr.  Samuel  T.,  Glamorgan, 
Mid 

Oleigy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  464, 466, 
467,  468,  473,  476,  482,  484,  485,  491,  492, 
495,  497,  498,  500,  501,  606,  506,  507,  509, 
611,  612,  614,  616,  516,  617,  518 

Postal  Services,  Rural  Districts,  147 

PwUheli  Post  Office,  546 

Supply— CivU  Services,  297,  300,  309 
Education  Department,  673, 678 

Evelyn  v.  Hurlbert" 
Motion,  Lord  Coleridge,  1504-1614 

Evening  Technical  Schools 
g.  Mr.  Bankin,  A.  Sir  W.  Hart  pyke,  1S76 

Evicted  Tenants,  Cork.  1733 

Eviction  of  James  Donnelly 
Q.  Mr.  Kilbride,  A.  Mr.  Jaclraon,  221 


Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill 

Q,  Mr.  Kelly,  Colone^oward  Vincent,  A, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  568 

Excise,  Cost  of  Collection 

Q.  Mr.  KeUy,  A.  Sir  John  Oorrt.  50 

Excise  Officers 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  41 ;  Q. 
Sir  James  Bain,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  459 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 

Q.  ilr.  Maurice  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1047 

Ezpirine  Laws  Continuance  Bill  [e-  No 

418] 

Intro.  Sir  John  Gorst ;  Read  1°.  1146 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1215 
Com.  deferred,  1382 
Com.,  Amendt.  Rep.  1496 
Read  3",  and  passed,  1580 
I.  Prom  c.  Read  1»,  1717 
Read  2",  and  com.  1828 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1870 
Read  3<^,  Amendt.  made.  Returned  to  c.  1903 
From  c,  agreed  to,  1916,  1931 

Explosives,  Eoburite,  534  . 
Factories  and  Workshops 

Copy  of  Inspector's  Report  pies.  8S4 

Factories  (Belfast),  Accidents  in,  899 

Factory  Inspection 

Q.  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Octavius  Morgan,  Mr. 
Sinclair,  Hx.  Howell,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
680 

Fair  Bent  GommisBion,  Cork 
Q.  Mr.  Thomas  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1370 

False  Marking  of  Goods 
Q.  Colonel  H.  Vinoent,  A.  Mr.  7.  W. 
Lowther,  204,  868 

Farmer's  Alliance,  Alleged  Intimidation 

Q.  Mr.  Robertson,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  S3 ; 
Q.  Mr.  Robertson,  A.  Six  B.  Webster,  231,  461 

Farm  Servants  (Scotland)  Bill  [c  No.  394] 

Intro.  Mr.  Seymour  Keay  ;  Read  l",  416 

Fabquhabson,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Doraett  W. 

Army  Estimates,  794 

Fabquhabson,  Dr.  Bobert,  Aberdeen' 
shire,  W. 
Access  to  Scotch  Mountains,  215, 1382 
Army  Estimates.  726,  778 
British  Art  Oallety,  1S5S 
Prison  Medical  OfficetB,  1735 
Beoruiting,  1060 
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Pabquhabsok,  Dr.  Robert — coni. 

Supply — Art  and  Science  Buildings,  626, 627 
National  Galleir,  679 
Parliament  Buildings,  622, 623 

I^LLOWEs,  Hon.  A.  E.,  HuntingdoTi- 
shire,  Rantsey 
Postal  Service  in  Rural  Districts,  121 

!Pen\vick,   Mr.   C,  Northumberland, 
Wansbeck 
Alien  Immigration,  893 
Factory  Inspection,  580 
Shipping  Federation  Company,  Umlted,  87, 
38 

Wituetiscs  Protection  Bill,  1085, 1086, 1069, 
1093 

Ferguson,  Mr.  T.,  J.P.,  Alleged  In- 
solvency 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  47,  628 

FEEGUSSON,  Right  Hon.  Sib  James 
(Postmaster  General),  Man- 
chester, N.E. 

Allan,  the  late  Mr.  T.  1727 

American  Mails,  208,  1264,  1733 

Aughaville  Postal  Facilities,  190 

Australian  Mails,  902 

Auxiliary  Postmen,  902 

Belfast  Postal  Staff,  897 

Bere  Island  PoHtal  Ser\'ice,  372 

Book  Post  Delivery,  Rome,  188 

British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill,  1768 

■Cardiff  New  Pout  Office,  452 

■Charges  for  Conveying  Mails,  1263 

'Civil  Servants  and  Elections,  1566 

Dublin  and  Cork  Mail,  208 

Dublin  Sorting  Clerks,  1832 
'  Dundalk  Mail  Delays,  204 

Durrus  Petty  Sessiona  Clerk,  379 

Bdinbuigh  Post  Office,  203 

Ennis — Sub-Postmastership,  445 

Foreign  Moils,  Transit  Chuges,  1261 

Oood-Conduot  Stripes,  Ac.  1089 

HacketstowD,  Telegraph  for,  1289 

Hyde  Post  Office,  449 

Lenamore  Postmaster,  553,  1042 

Longford  New  Post  Office,  553,  1042 

Manchester  Postmen's  Pay,  463 

Missing  Letter  in  l^ione,  187 

Mutual  Quarantee  Fund,  203 

Omagh  Letter  Boxes,  531 

Postal  Salaries  and  Wages,  448 

Post  Cards,  Re-addressing,  1725 

Poet  Office  Vouchers  Destroyed,  1274 

Pwllheli  Post  Office,  546 

Be-addressed  Letters,  Charges  on,  1266, 1725 

Be-direction  of  Tjetters  Abroad,  692 

Rome,  Book  Post  Delivery,  188 

Ruril  Districts,  Postal  Amuigementa,  181, 
1  S',  144,  148 

■Sc  ;  II  Postal  Facilities,  190 

Sivii  1  ereen  Post  Office,  1270 

S'lmping  of  Circulars,  453 

Stamps  on  Mail  Steamers,  1035 
/Supply— Post  Office,  811 

Telegraphs  (Supplementary),  1076 
Telegraphs,  Salaries,  Ac.  1123, 1130 

(     Y.  [fOUBTH  8BBIES.]  \eoiU. 


Feboosson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  James — coat. 
Telegraph  Companies  and  Jlr.  T.  Allan,  1717 
Telegraphs  Bill,  699,  821 
Uig  Post  Office,  Notices  at,  1282 
Voting  Cards  Postage,  361,  1296 
Westmeath  Postal  Service,  444 

Fever  Cases,  Bemoval  of,  1819 

Fevebsham,  Earl  of 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1395, 1437 

Field,  Admiral  E.,  Sussex,  Eastbowme 
Chinese  Outrage  Claim  (Mr.  Wenyon),  1040 
Kavy  Estimates,  589,  596, 600. 602,  605, 613, 
616,617,618  ^      .      .  I 

Betired  Naval  Pay,  1466 

PiSHEB,  Mr.  W.  Hayes,  Fulham 

Witnesses  Protection  Bill,  1082,  1090,  1008. 
1099  ,    -w,  , 

Fisheiy  Board  (Scotland)  Bill  [c  No.  431] 

I.  Pres.  LozdKer;  Bead  1%  890 
Bead     and  com.  1029 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1260 
Amendt.,  Read  3*,  and  passed,  1446 

c.  From  Z.,  Read  1",  1642 
Read  2°,  and  com.  1736 
Com.  1761,  Bill  withdrawn,  1763 

Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Expenses 

Reso.  in  Com.  1746 
Reso.  agreed  to,  1772 

Fish  Fry,  Destruction  of 
g.  Mr.  I^trick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  918 

Fishings  in  Presh  Water  Bill  [e.  Ko.  sgi] 
Intro.  Mr.  Lloyd-George;  Bead  1",  416 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  E.,  Foi^d  Proxies 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1267 

FiTZWYGRAM,  General  Sir  F.  W.,  Hants, 
S. 

Army  Estimates,  729,  781,  791 
Navy  Estimates,  695 

Flooring  of  the  Central  Hall 
Q.  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  216 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork,  N. 
Kilcrobane  Relief  Works,  215 
Mahoney,  D.  J.,  Claim  for  Disturbance,  198 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  254 

Foley,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Galway,  Connetnara 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill.  1816 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease 
Q.  Mr.  John   Gathome-Hardy,   A.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  217 
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Footpaths  Preservatioii  Bill     No-  iGi] 
Wlthdiaim.  1S90 

footways — Maintenance 

Q.  iSx.  Dizon-Hartiand,  Mr.  Pioton,  A.  Mi 
Bitohie,  1738 

FOBEXOKAFFAniS 

Secretary  of  State— Jlforguess  of  Salisbury 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Afr.  J.  W. 
Lowther 

African  Ohaartered  Compames,  46 

Anglo-Malagaty  Treaty,  879 

AraXn  Paaha,  441,  448 

Branl,  Emigration  to,  104S 

Bucharest  Legation,  Salary,  'BffT,  1380, 1461 

Chinese  Outrage,  Mr.  Wenyon,  1040 

Commerdai  Treaties,  France  and  5j)a*n,  49, 
459 

Egypt,  Trade  Marks,  304 

False  Trade  Marks,  904 

.France,  Mr.  Purdie*s  Arrest,  1378 

J'rertch  Fishing  Boats,  648 

f  rencA  5Aore  Bill,  Newfoundland,  646 

French  Tariff  for  Leather,  880,  647, 1408 

U'Kinley  Tariff,  S81 

Malta,  Marriagt  Law  in,  49,  210 

.If<et(i/oundIand.  Jlforfus  Ftvendt,  646 

Nitrate  Bailwaya,  691 

Persian  Tobacco  Concesston,  42, 378,  MS,  998 

Boumania,  MiiUster's  Salary,  997, 1280, 1461 

Sanitary  Conference  at  Venice,  311 

Slam  Trade,  1000 

Spanish  Commercial  Treaty,  49, 459 

Sueg  Canal  Directors,  640 ; — Regulations,  60, 

869,  644,  692.  1044,  1287,  1450, 1468 
Supply—Foreign  Office  Vote,  645-660 
SwaMland  and  Transvaal,  1272 
Turkish  Debt,  192 

Uganda  Troubles,  866,  467,  643,  677,  696, 

826,  1051,  1211 
Wolff,  Sir  S.  Drummond,  Salary  of,  997, 

1380, 1461 

Forei^  Languages,  Naval  Offioers,  896 
Foreign  Mails,  Oharges  for,  1263 
Foreign  Wines,  Duties  on,  654 
Forged  Proxies,  Cork  Election,  1267 
Foi^d  Transfers  Bill 

{.  Bead  2>,  and  com.  30 

Bap.  and  Be-com.  176 

Rep.  with  Amendt.  337 

Amendt.  Bep.  886 

Bead  3*,  and  sent  to  c.  1447 
e.  From  I.,  Bead  1°  [No.  439] ,  164S 

Bead  2",  and  com.  1748 

Cora.,  Bep.,  Read  3'>,  and  passed,  1770 

Betumed  from  c.  agreed  to,  1837 


FoBTESouE,  Earl 
Eastbourne  Improvement  Aot  (1885)  Amwd- 

mentBiU,  336 
Small  Agriotdtural  Holdings  Bill,  140S 
Water  Companies  (Begolation  of  Fower^ 

Bill,  171 

FOEWOOD,  Right  Hon.  A.  B.  (Se- 
cretary to  the  Admiralty),  i/onon- 
shire,  Ormshirk 
Seaman  Shot  at  Malta,  362 
Snppty— Shipbuilding  Vote,  687, 600 

FosTEB,    Sir   B.    Walter,  ITerfiy^ 

Ukesixm 

Postal  Arrangements,  Bnral  Districts,  1S9 

Fowler,  Eight  Hon.  H.  H.,  TFoZtwr- 
h<j.mpton,  E. 
Ann;  Estimates,  792 
Bosiiiess  of  the  House,  563,  699, 1736 
Diflsolution,  1489,  1490,  1676, 1677 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1768 
Supply — Education  Departaoent.  671 
Bo^  PKcita,  Aa.  619 

Fbaseb,  Lt. -General  Sir  Charles  C.» 
Lambeth,  N. 
Arm;  Estimates,  717 
Lord  Wantage's  Committee,  667 
Fortmamook  Bifle  Bange,  861 
Purchase  Officers  Grievanoes,  907 
Betiring  Pen^ns,  1041 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks,  204,  363 

French  Duties  on  Leather,  379,  647* 
1453 

Friendly  Societies  and  Savings  Bankft 
Investments 
Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent,  A.  Mr.  Qosehen,  IfiT 

Furlough  Allowances,  India,  645,  103S 

Gallowat.  Earl  of 
Mar  Peerage,  1706, 1709 

Oalway  Inflrmary  Bill  [«.  No.  850] 

Select  Com.  nominated,  688 
Bep.  from  Select  Com.  and  Be-oom.  1914 
Com.,  Bead  So,  and  passed,  1878 
I.  From  c.  Bead  !■,  1448 
Bead  3«,  and  com.  1523 
C<ntt.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1714 
Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1837 


Galwat,  Viscount 
Small  Agricultural 
1431.  1SS7 


Holdingi  Bill,  1489;. 
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Gabdneb,  Mr.  Herbert.  Essex,  Saffron 
Walden 
BasinesB  of  the  House,  1291 
Election  Circulars,  1050 
Meetiogi  in  Irish  Schoolrooms,  211,  376 
Petroleum  in  the  Suez  Canal,  869 
Be-addressed  Letters,  1266 

Oarve  and  TTllapool  Eaiiway  Sill 
e.  Bead  3",  848 

Oas  Orders  Couflrmation  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

[c.  No.  898] 

e.  Prom  I.,  Bead  1°,  520 
Bead  2°,  and  com.  821 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  1497 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1641 

Oas  PioTiBional  Orders  Bill 
/.  Bead  8*,  and  passed,  867 

Gathorne-Habdy,  Hon.  A.  E.,  Sussex, 
East  Grinstead 

Small  Agrionltoral  HoldingB  Bill,  64 

Qathobne-Habdt,  Hon.  John  S.»  Kent, 

Medway 

Brine  Pumping  (Compensation,  &a.)  Bill,  8fi6 

Foot^nd-Mouth  Disease,  217 

Great  Northem  and  Oity  Bailway  Bill,  186 

Gedoe.  Mr.  Sydney,  Stocl^ort 

Derby  Day,  391 
Dissolution,  1574 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1302, 
1806 

Small  Agrioultnral  Holdings  BUI,  1756 

General  Election  and  Volimteers,  894 

Oeneral    Police    and  ImproTement 
(Seotland)  Act  (1862)  Amendment 
Bill  [c.  No.  188] 
Withdrawn,  1389 

Ooieral  PoUoe  and  Impiorement  (Scot- 
land) FroTiriomd  Order  dnTemess) 

Bill  [c.  No.  408] 
Intro.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson ;  Read  1",  674 
Bead  3",  and  com.  1142 
B^.  without  Amendt.  1214 
Bead     and  passed,  1380 
L  Bead  2»,  and  com.  1830 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1888 
Bead  8>,  and  passed.  1904 

Gibraltar  Dock 

Q.,  Obs.  Viscount  Sidmonth,  Lord  Elphin- 
Btone,  1256-1258 

Gibraltar  Sanitary  Board 

Q.,  Obs.  Lord  Carrington,  Lord  Knutsford, 
Earl  of  Kimberley,  Viscount  Sidmonth, 
1228-1255 


GiLHOOLY,  Mr.  J.,  Cork  Co.,  W. 
Aughaville  Postal  Facilities,  190 
Bere  Island  Catholic  Chapel,  189 
Bere  Island  Postal  Facilities,  372 
Durrus  Fet^  Sessions,  379 
Kilcrohane  Belief  Works,  214 
Schull  (East  and  West)  Postal  Servioe,  190 

Gilks,  Lewis,  Convict 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  MatlOiews. 

1266 

Gladstone,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.,  Edin- 
Imrgh,  Mialotkian 

Business  of  the  House,  1394 
Dissolution,  1470, 1481 

Glove  Contest  at  National  Sportinc 
Club  * 

Q.  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
Edward  Knatchbull  -  Hugessen,  Mr. 
Winterbotham,  A.  Mr.  Matthews  46o' 
451 ;  Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  640  ' 

GoLDswoRTHY,  Major-G«ner^  W.  T., 
Hammersmith 
Army  Estimates,  744 
Chicago  Exhibition,  901 
Suez  Canal  Begulatlons,  1045 

GOBST.  Bight  Hon.  Sib  John  B. 
{Secretary  to  the  ^easury), 
Chatham 

Blaxall,  Dr.,  and  Betired  Pay,  1466 

Business  of  the  House,  1499 

Cavan  Guardians,  310,  312,  559, 1110,  1482, 

CiTil  Service  Promotion,  Ireland,  543 
Civil  Service  Writers,  897 
Glare  Slob  Lands,  445 

Compensation  Appeals.  Local  Oovemment 

Act,  201 
Customs  Officers  Exams.  1276 
East  India  Officers  (Expenses),  ISlfi 
Excise,  Cost  of  Collection,  SO 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Intro.  1146. 

1382  ^ 
Free  Libraries,  Parliamentaiy  Papers,  661 
Oreville  Estate,  Land  Commission,  1557 
Greystones  Harbour,  639,  1049 
Irish  Constabulary  Pensions,  1036 
Irish  Teachers  Pension  Fund,  455 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acte  (Cottages),  686 
Law  Beports.  Library,  SOI,  90i 
Limerick  Band  Playmg,  1561 
Mining  Boyalties,  309 
Hullingftr  Labourers  Cottages,  218 
National  Debt  (Stockholders  Belief)  BilL 

Intro.  1008  ' 
Naval  Pay  and  Civil  Pensions,  1466 
Naval  Beserve  Pensions,  1560 
Painting  Contracts,  Dublin,  913 
Parliamentary  Beporting  Com.  557 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Intro.  1146 
Rush  Harbour,  538 
Scariff  Pier,  446, 1660 
Sub-letting  of  Government  Cmttacti,  900 
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GonsT,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.— coji/. 
Supply— Charity  CommisKion,  658 
Chicago  Exliibition,  lOGl 
Chief  Secretary's  Office,  1113, 1114, 1117 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1065,  1067 
House  of  Commons  Officers,  634,  685 
Mint  and  Coinage,  660 
Ordnance  Survey,  680 
Post  Office,  810 
Prisons,  Scotland,  6G7,  669 
Privy  Council  Office,  651 
PubUo  Works.  &c.,  Ireland,  965,  966.  96B, 
969 

Registrar  General's  Department,  991,  992 
Stationoi'y  and  Printing,  G61 
Treasury  Department,  636, 637. 638,  639 
Taxes  (Bei;ulation  of  Bemuneration)  Bill, 
680 

Telegraphs  (Advances)  Com.  688,  815 
Ulster  Canal  Employees,  697 

GOSCHEN,  Right  Hon.  G.  J.  (Chan- 
cellor   of  the    Exchequer),  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square 
Agricultural  Statistics,  901 
Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  (Payments) 
Bill,  Motion  for  Leave,  922 ;  Intro.  1008, 
1496 

British  Art,  Gallery  for,  1555 
British  Columbia,  Emigration,  1284 
British  Columbia  (Loans)  Bill,  Intro.  1644, 

1189.  1748.  1766,  1766 
Business  of  the  House,  1561,  1562, 1785 
Committees,  Sittings  of,  1736 
Crofters  Colonisation  Vote,  1069 
Culrain  and  Lochinver  Railway,  1048, 1058 
Customs  Boatmen's  Pay,  &o.,  48, 1290 
Customs  Examinations,  1277 
Cyprus  Tribute,  205 
Dissolution,  1734 
Distraint  for  Taxes,  1285, 1923 
Dublin  and  Cork  Mail  Service,  1047 
Dumfries  Bonded  Warehouses,  1036 
Examining  Officers,  Customs,  205 
Excise  Officers,  41 ;  Salaries,  459 
Friendly  Societies  Investments,  187 
Highland  Railway  Extensions,  906,  1049 
Income  Tax,  456, 1058 
Inland  Revenue  Officers  Petition,  547. 902 
Inland  Revenue  Supervisors,  1467 
Mail  Service,  Dublin  and  Cork,  208 
Mauritius  Hurricane,  641 
Mining  Royalties,  306,  307,  408 
Parliamentary  Writs,  Issue  of,  1925 
Patent  Fees,  899 

Postal  Service  in  B^ir&l  Districts,  141 
Saturday  PoUing,  1488,  1489 
Savings  Banks  Investments,  187 
Scrabster  Harbour,  1054 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill.  77 
Supply— Colonisation  of  Crofters,  1069 
.  Copenhagen  Chaplaincy,  1062 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  1061 
Taxes,  Distraint  for,  1285,  1923 
Volunteer  Drill  Halls,  Rating  of.  201 
WiBhaw  Building  Sooie^,  4S,  641 

GouBLEY,  Mr.  B.  T.,  Sunderland 

Boilers  in  the  Navy,  201 
Bots  for  the  Navy,  1656 
*'  Capercailzie  "  Yaoht,  202 

[COMt. 


GOOBLEY,  Mr.  E.  T.~cont. 
H.M.S.  "  Agincourt,"  1468 
H.M.S.  "  Wanderer,"  1458 
Training  Ship  "Britannia,"  1655 

Goverament  Contracts,  Sub-letting  of 
Q.   Mr.   Thomas   H.    Bolton,     A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  362;  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir 
John  Oorst,  912 ;  see  also  200 
Albany  Street  Barracks,  1729 

Gbaham,  Mr.  E.  Cuninghame,  Lanark, 
N.W. 

Chartered  Companies  of  Africa,  46 
"Commonweal,"  The,  1037 
Customs  Officers  Salaries,  42;  Boatmen, 
1289 

Distraint  for  Taxes,  1286 

Metropolitan  Cabs,  1274 

Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  97, 106 

Post  Office  Accounts,  1274 

Scotch  Prisons,  1273 

Shipping  Federation  and  Union,  39 

Grants,  Irish  Education,  891 

Great  Northern  and  City  Bailway  Bill 

Beso.  Mr.  PickersgiU,178:  Withdrawn,  186 

Great  Yarmouth  Bifie  Range,  1280 

Green  Street  Court  House,  316 

Greenwich  Hospital 
Supplementary  Statement — Mr.  Ashmoad- 

Bartlett,  1580 

Greville  Estates 
Q.  Colonel  Lloyd  Anstruthw,  A.  Sir  John 
Oorst,  1666 

Greystonts  Harbour 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  John  Ooist,  536;  Q. 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  1049 

Gbiuston.  Viscount,  Herts,  St.  Alban's 
Water  Companies  (Begolation  of  Powers) 
Bill,  1364 

Gbimthobpe,  Lord 
Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Povezs) 
Bill,  161 

Gbotbian,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Hull,  E. 
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Irish  Constabulary  Fen^oners 

Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  688, 1034 

Irish  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Act 
(1887),  Prisoners 
Q.  Mr.  John  Ellis,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1S63 

Irish  Education  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  560 

Irish  Judges  Escorts 

Q.  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  S09 

Irish  Mails,-  Quantities  Carried 

Q.  Mr.   Manrice   Healy,    A.  Sir  James 
Fergmaon,  Mr.  Goschen,  208 

Irish  Slates 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  552 

Irish  Teachers  Pension  Fund 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  878;  Q.  Mr.  Sexton, 
A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  454 


Irish  Teachers  Besult  Fees 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  456  ■ 

Isle  of  Han  (Costoms)  BiU  [e-  No.  863] 

c.  Bead  2»,  and  com.  323 

Com.,  Rep.,  Koad  3°,  and  passed,  676 
/.  From  c,  Read  1",  888 

Read  2",  and  com.,  1259 

Com.,  Kep.  without  An\endt.  1447 

Read  3*,  and  passed,  1548 

JACKSON,  Eight  Hon.  W.  L.  (Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland),  Leeds,  N. 
Boards  of  Guardians  Dissolved,  207 
Brehon  Law  Tracts,  195 
Brideswell  Licensing  Cases,  444 
Compulsory  Education.  Ireland,  911 
Convict  Prison  Hours  of  Labour,  982 
County  Cess.  Receipts,  1469 ;  Seizure  for,  899  ' 
County  Clare  Police,  39 
Donnelly,  James,  Eviction  of,  222 
Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  Bill,  832  - 
Education  Grants,  Ireland,  892 
Fair  Bents  and  Expiring  Laws  Bill,  1461 
Ferguson,  Mr.,  J.P.,  Solvency  of,  47.  528 
Fish  Fry,  Destmotion  of,  918 
Green  Street  Court  House,  817 
Housing  of  Working  Classes,  378 
Irish  Constabulary  Pensioners,  588 
Irish  Police  at  Meetings,  368 
Irish  Teachers,  Result  Foes,  456 
Kilkenny  Police  Protection,  548,  1043 
Labourers  Cottages, — Antrim  and  Tyrone, 
213,  909;  Ballymena,  535,  909;  Bally- 
vaughan,  909;  Doneraile,  910  ;  Kill,  535, 
;  Mallow,  536,  910 ;  Ulster.  463 
Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  BiU,  566, 1138, 

1138,  1139,  1140,  1380 
Limerick  Fisheries,  552 
Lough  Neagh  Drainage  Rate,  35 
Mahoney,  D.  J.,  Compensation,  198 
Meetings  in  Irish  Schools,  211,  376 
Mitchel's  (John)  Life  and  Writings,  1454 
MoneyglasR,  Proclaimed  Meeting,  199 
Mountjoy  Prison  Enclosure,  904 
MuUingar  Lunatic  Asylum,  222 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  256,  271, 
277,  278-286,  287,  560,  561,  1167,  1158, 
1160,  1161,  1177-1183,  1188.  1189,  1190, 
1191.  1193,  1194,  1196,  1197,  1198,  1200, 
1203,  1204,  1205,  1206,  1207,  1302,  1313, 
1314,  1316,  1318,  1319,  1320,  1321,  1322, 
1923,  1324,  1325,  1326,  1329,  1331,  1332, 
1333,  1335,  1336 
Newtownards  Union  Schoolmaster.  34 
Omagh  School  Accommodation.  194 
Pleuro-Pneumonia,  Dublin,  549 
Police  as  Biver  Bailiffs,  537 
Policemen  in  Military  Garb,  193,  528 
Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  BiU,  564,  665 
Richmond  and  Monntjov  Prisons,  152 
Shillelagh  Union  Election,  548,  1040 
SUgo  Polling  Station,  222 
Sub-letting  of  Contracts,  199 
Supply— Chief  Secretary's  Offices,  977,  97», 
982,  983,  984,  985,  1119,  1120 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  995 
Public  Works,  Ac.  Iceland,  966 
Railways,  Ireland,  969,  971.  972 
Salaries.  Land  Commission?  1122  i 
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Jackson,  Bight  Hon.  W.  L. — eowt. 
Trawling  in  Irish  Waters,  559 
Warders  Uniform,  318,  319 
Waterford  Streets,  Sunday  Scenes,  189 
Westport  Union  Election,  36 
Workhouse  Teachers,  1048 

Jaueb,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry,  Bury, 

Lancashire 
London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 

Bill,  437 

Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prsvention  o£  Pollution) 
Bill,  521,  527 

jEFFBET8,Mr.  A.  F.,  Hants^BoMngtiolu 

Army  Estimates,  762,  769 
Hampshire  Beglment,  220 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  69 

Jordan,  Mr.  J.,  Clare,  W. 

Dundalk  and  EnnisUllen  Mails,  204 

Journal  Committee,  House  of  Lords 
12Srd  Vol.  ready,  1898 

Journals  of  House  of  Commons 
Index  to  be  printed,  1748 

■Joyce,  Detective,  Family  of 

Q.  Dr.  Clark.  Mr.  Cremer,  A.  Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach,  19S5 

Judges  Escorts,  Ireland,  209 


Jury  Law  Amendment  Kll  [«•  No. 

Withdrawn,  1144 

Jury  Service  (Volunteers),  1452 
Kanaka  Labour  Question,  82-108 


Eeat,  Mr.  J.   Seymour,  Elgin  and 
Nairn 
Indian  Budget,  SIS 
Persian  Tobacco  Concession,  41, 42 

Kelly,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Camberwell,  N. 
Accumulations  Bill,  562,  563 
Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  558 
Excise,  Cost  of  Collection,  60 
Merger  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
BiU,  535 

Petroleum  in  Suez  Canal,  60,  868,  644,  692, 
1456 

Public  Elementary  Schools  Bill,  614 

Kenealy,  Mr.  G.  J.,  Police  Protection 
of,  548 

EsNNT,  Mr.  Matthew,  Tyrone,  Mid 

Brehon  Law  Tracts,  195 
Missing  Post  Letter,  187 
Bupply— Civil  Services.  802,  831 


Khojak  Tunnel,  161 

Kilbride,  Mr.  D.,  Kerry,  S. 
Donnelly,  James,  Magherafelt,  321 
Polling  Stations  in  Shgo,  ii22 

Eilcrohane  Belief  Works 
Q.  Mr.  Oilhooly.  Mr.  Flynn,  A.  Mr.  A.  3, 
Balfour,  214 

Kilkenny  Police  Protection,  548, 1043 

Kill,  Labourers  Cottages,  634 

Killaloe  Slate  Quarries,  552 

Kilmoganny,  Extra  Police 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1048 

KiUBEB,  Mr.  H.,  Wandsworth 
Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  Bill,  IBS 
London  County  Council  General  Powers 

Bill.  428,  483,  488 
Point  of  Order,  689 

KiHBSBLET,  Earl  of 

Accumulations  Bill,  1892 
Casual  Wards  Bill,  177S,  1774 
Coroners  Deputies  BiU,  1788 
Emily  Williams,  Fever  Case,  1835 
Gibraltar  Sanitary  Board,  1289,  1243,  1948, 
1253,  1354 

Manchester,   Sheffield,   and  LiDoolnshire 

Railway,  Ac.  Bill,  4 
Mar  Peerage,  1866 
Mauritius  Ix>an  Bill^  1804 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1777, 

1864 

Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  BiU,  1236,  1337 
Royal  Commission  on  Vaccination,  884, 

^5 

Shop  Hours  BUI,  1807 

SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  88,  878, 
879,  1394,  1395,  1396,  1415.  1416,  1481, 
1423,  1424,  1436,  1441,  1442,  163S,  1538 

Uganda  DisturbanceR,  828,  831 

Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers) 
BUI,  170 

Witnesses  (Pnblia  Inquiries)  Protecti<m  Bill, 
1908 

Koto,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Hull,  Central 
Indian  Officers  Furloughs,  646, 1088 
Persian  Tobacco  Concession,  644 

Kingstown  and  Kingibridge  Juwtioii 
Bailway  Bill 

e.  Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  1168 

KiNLOOH,  Sir  John  G.  8.,  Perth,  E, 
Burgh  PoUce  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill. 
948 

Kiahnaghur  State  College 
Q.  Sir  Roper  Lethbridge,  A.  Mr.  Cursott, 
1386  ^  I 
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KNATCHBULL-HuOBSraN,   Mr.    H.  T., 

Kent,  Faversham 
Navy  Estimates,  fiSl,  599 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  67 

EKATCHBULL-HcaBBflBH,  Hon.  Edwd., 
Bockester 
Glove  Fights,  Legality  of,  461 
Prison  WarderB  Pay,  1469 

Knox,  Mr.  E.  F.  V.,  Covon,  W. 

Belfast  Registrar.  1470 

Oavan  Ouanlians  Costs,  669,  1109,  1113, 

1114,  1117, 1453. 1669 
County  Cess  Receipts,  1469. 1668 
Labour  Commission,  IreUmd.  410 
MitcheL  John.  Writings  of,  1454 
MoneygiasB,  Proclaimed  Meeting,  199 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill.  287, 119S, 

1322, 1328 

Supply— Chief  Secretary's  Office,  1113, 1118. 
1117 

CivU  Services,  803,  804,  810,  811,  313, 
410 

PnbUo  Works,  Ireland,  1109, 1110 

KNUTSFORD,  Lord  (Secretary  of 
State  tot  the  Colonies) 

BriUah  Columbia  (Loan)  BUI,  187B 
Colonial  Stock  Act  (1867)  Amendment  Bill, 
2R.  1028 

Gibraltar  Sanitary  Board,  1232-1248,  1263, 

1254. 1256 
Mauritius  Loan  BUI,  1716 ;  2R.  1803 
Mixed  Marriages,  Malta,  1621 
North  Borneo,  1818 

Shop  Hours  BUI,  1718 ;  2B.  1804, 1806, 1807, 
1808, 1878 

Labouchebb,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Business  of  the  House,  62,  383 
Dissolution,  1472,  1494.  1669,  1578,  1784, 

1749,  1760. 1834. 1838,  1839 
Election  Placards,  1833 
Issue  of  Election  Writs,  1926 
Itondon  Common  Poor  Ftmd,  1781 
Mew  Forest  Bifle  Range,  377, 1467 
North  Eastern  Railway  (Hull  Docks)  BiU, 

1920 

Persian  Tobacco  Concession.  377 
Prison  Officers  Leave,  1633 
Uganda  Disturbances,  366 

Labour  Commission  and  Ireland 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  463 

Labourers  Cottages,  Ireland 

Antrim  and  Tyrone,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A,  Mr. 

Jackson.  213.  463.  909 
Ballymwa,   Q.   Mr.  Macartney,   A.  Mr. 

Jackson,  686 
Ballyvaughan,    Q.    Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr. 

Jackson,  908 
DtmeraiU,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner.  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 

909 

Sill,  g.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  534. 
907 

leant. 


Laixmren  Cotktget,  Ireland— can%. 
Mallow,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jaokwm,  686, 

910 

Mullingar,  Q,  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  Sir  John  OorBt, 

213 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  (Cottages) 
Betom  asked  for  (Dr.  Tanner)  686 

Lafone,  Mr.  A.  Southwark,  BermontUey 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  BUI,  1846 
Dissolution,  1848 

Lagan  Company,  697 
Lagos 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence,  A.  Baron  de  Wonns,  447 

LAinHGTOH,  Lord 
London  County  GonncU  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1018, 1038 

Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  Salaries 
In  Com.,  Beeo.,  80  May,  834 

Land  Commissionen  (Ireland)  ffiU 

No.  396] 

Intro.  Mr.  Courtney ;  Read  1',  414,  620 
Read  2<>,  666 
Com.  1180,  Rep.  1141 
Read  8<*,  and  passed,  1379 
I.  From  e..  Bead  1*,  1448 
Read  2>,  and  com.  1790 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1870 
Bead  8*.  and  passed.  1901 

Land  Drainage  FnnruionalOrder(Horton 

Fen)  Bill 
I.  Bead  2*.  and  com.  1460 
Com.,  Siep.  without  Amendt.  1546 
Read  8*,  and  passed,  1716 


Land  Uv  (Seotland)  BiU  [<•  No. 

Intro.  Dr.  Clark ;  Bead  1».  416 

Land  Begistration  Fees.  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Webb,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1369 


Lawbbhoe,    Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool, 

AbercTomby 
Brine  Pumping  (Compensation,  See.),  BiU, 

861,361 
Lagos  Trade  Routes,  447 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts  Amendment  BiU, 

411 

Supply— Post  and  Telegraph  Service,  1137 
Swaziland,  446, 1271,  lit73 
Trade  Marks  In  Egypt,  446 

Lawbon,    Sir    Wilfrid,  Cimberland, 
Cockermouth 
Arabi  Pasha,  443 

Derby  Day  Adjournment,  ^4, 886 
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Lawbok,  Sir  Wilfrid — eont. 
Dissolution,  1842 
Partridge  and  Pheasant  Eggs,  219 
Prize  Fight,  National  Sporting  Olub,  450, 461 

Lea,  Mr.  Thomas,  Londonderry,  8. 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  1579 
Sunday  Scenes  hi  Waterford,  189 

Leather  Trade  and  French  Tariflf 
Q.  Mr.  Edward  Holden,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  379 ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  A.  Mr. 
J.  W.  liowther,  1453 

Leeds  and  Bradford  Barracks 

Q.  Mr.  ^^n  Beed,  A.  ISx.  Brodriok,  1451 

Lees,  Mr.  Elliott,  Oldham 

Witnesses  Protection  Bill,  1096 


Lefe\-be,  Eight  Hon.  J.  G.  ShayrtBrad- 

ford.  Central 

New  Forest  Eifle  Range,  48 

Postal  Service,  Rural  Districts,  136 

Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  1460 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  55,  63,  70, 

1753,  1754, 1757 
Stealing  Pheasants  Eggs,  220 

Leoh,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Lancashire,  S.W., 

Netvton 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff,  1279 
Supply — <3on3ular  EatablinhmentB,  996 

Leighton,  Mr.   Stanley,  Shrop&hAre, 
Oswestry 
New  Forest  Rifle  Range,  915 

Lenamore  Postmaster 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,^.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  553 ; 
p.  Mr.  Maurice  Heaty,  A.  Sir  James 
Fergusson,  1042 

Leno,  Mr.  J.,  Dundee 
Commercial  Treaties,  Spain,  Slo.,  48 

Lkon,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Bucks,  N. 

Ashendon  School  Accommodation,  1087 

Lethbbidge,  Sit 'Roper,  I^nsiTigton,N. 
Business  of  the  House,  1298 
East  India  RcTenne  Accounts,  1581, 1698, 

1595,  1596 
Kishnaghur  State  College,  1286 
Marriages  in  India,  12S4 
Native  Indian  Troops,  45 
Uncovenanted  SeiTice  Grievances,  1581 

libel  BiUCc.  No.  382] 

Intro.  Sir  A.  Borthwick ;  Brad  l",  156 

liichfield  Magistrates 

Q.  Sir  John  Swinburne,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
1466, 1728 


Limerick  Bands,  Prohibition 

Q.  Mr.  Conway,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1732 ;  Q. 
Mr.  Joseph  Nolan,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1831 

Limerick  Fisheries 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 

552 

Lives  Lost  at  Sea,  1724 

Lloyd-George,  Mr.  D.,  Carnarvon,  etc. 
Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Bill,  341 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  470, 

472,  477,  478,  480,  489,  493,  499,  507,  509, 

513,  516,  517 
Petroleum  in  Suez  Canal,  369 
Royalties  on  Slate  Quarries,  S74 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  65 
Supply— Civil  Services  Vote,  292,  294,  205, 

298,  300,  308,  309,  408 

LOCAL  GOTERNUENT  BOABD 

President— JIfr.  C.  T.  JBitchie 
Secretary- Jfr.  W.  H.  Long 

Casual  Wards  Bill,  1076-1079 

Footways,  Maintenance  of,  1728 

Free  Libraries,  Inspector's  Inquiry,  659 

Insanitary  WorksJiops,  1456 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  Bills 

(see  separate  lists  following) 
London  Coviinojt  Poor  Fund,  1731 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendtnent  Bill,  1101. 

1106,  1715 
Saturday  Pollings  for  Elections,  1838 
Supply — Local  Goremment  Office,  059 
Vaccination,  807,  1464 

Local  Cktvemmeiit  (Ireland)  Bill  [e* 

No.  174] 
Withdrawn,  1006 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Fiovinonal 
Orders  Bills 
OSo.  2)  [c-  No.  298: 

c.  Bep.  without  Amendt.  519 

Bead  S",  and  passed,  575 
I.  Read  1»,  889 

Read  2",  and  com.  1715 

Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1829 

Read  3",  and  passed,  1887 

(Ho.  3)  [e.  No.  299] 

c.  Rep.  without  Amendt.  164 

Read  30,  and  passed,  323 
I.  Read  2",  and  com.  1450 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1547 
Bead  8",  and  passed,  1716 

(No.  4)  [C.N0.30OJ 

c.  Read  3",  and  passod,  153 
I.  Read  2<>,  and  com.  1450 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1547 

Read  3*,  and  passed,  1716 
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Xooal  Ctovernxnent  (Ireland)  ProTUional 
Orders  Bills— «>ni. 

(Kcfi)  [c.  No.  801] 

e.  Bead  3",  and  passed,  153 
I.  Bead  2>,  and  com.  1450 

Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1647 

Bead  S",  and  passed,  1716 

(No.  6)  [«-  No.  815] 

■c.  Read  3°,  and  passed,  153 
1.  Boad  2«,  and  com.  1033 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1450 

(No.  7)  [c.  No.  319] 

e.  Read  3*>,  and  passed,  1003 
L  Bead  -i".  and  com.  1450 

Com..  Rep.  with  Amendts.  1646,  1715 

Read  3",  and  passed,  1829 

(Ho.  8)  [C-  No.  343] 

«.  Bep.  without  Amendt.  619 

Bead  30,  and  passed,  675 
1.  Bead  1",  889 

Bead  2",  and  com.  1547 

Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1717 

Bead  3",  and  passed,  1630 

(No.  9)  [c-  No.  354] 

Bead  2°,  and  com.  323 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  822 
Bead  5",  and  passed,  1003 
I.  Read  1",  889 

Read  2%  and  com.  1547 

Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1717 

Bead  3*.  and  passed,  1830 

(No  lo)  [c.  No.  876] 

c.  Bead  2^  and  com.  575 

Bep.  with  Amendts.  1216 

Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1385 
J.  Bead  2",  and  com.  1830 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1888 

Read  3",  and  parsed,  1904 

Ixxial  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  15)  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  Caldwell,  A,  Mr.  Speaker 
Peel,  689 

Loeal  OoTemment  Frovisioiial  Ordery 
BillB 

(No.  1)  [c-  No.  266] 

I.  Read  2<>,  and  com.  1032 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1449 

(No.  2)  ic.  No.  367] 

J.  Bead  2*,  and  com.  1032 
Bead  8*,  and  passed,  1449 

(Ho.  3)  [c  No.  368] 

I.  Bead  2*,  and  com.  1032 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1449 

(No.  4)  tc.  No.  305] 

1.  Bead  2",  and  com.  1083 
Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1449 

(No.  5)  [0.  No.  806] 

2.  Bead  2<>,  and  com.  1033 
Bead  8*,  and  passed,  1449 

{eont. 


Local  GoTemmeat  ProvisioiLal  Orders 

(No.  6)  [c  No.  307] 

I.  Bead  2*,  and  00m.  1033 

Amendts.  Rep.  1449 

Bead  3",  and  passed,  1546 
c.  Amendts  from  I.  considered,  1747 


(No.  7) 

c.  Bead  2°,  and  com.  168 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  821 

I.  Bead  1-,  889 
Bead  2*,  and  com.  1716 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  1829 
Bead  3',  and  passed,  1887 


[e.  No.  339] 


[e.  No.  840] 


(No.  8) 
e.  Bep.  without  Amendt.  619 

Bead  30,  and  passed,  576 
I.  Bead  1%  889 
Bead  2*,  and  com.  1716 
Bep.  from  Select  Gom.  and  Be-cou.  1838, 
1887 

Bead  3>,  and  passed,  1904 


(No.  9) 

c.  Read  2",  and  com.  153 
Rep.  with  Amendts.  1215 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1385 

I.  Bead  2*,  and  com.  1830 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  1887 
Bead  3>,  and  passed,  1904 


[e.  No.  341] 


[c.  No.  345] 


(No.  10) 
c.  Bead  2°,  and  com.  153 
Bep.  with  Amendts.  1388 
Read  30,  and  passed,  1497 
Bead  1%  1449 
Bead  2>,  and  oom.  1904 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  1914, 1916, 1981 

(No.  11)  [c.  No.  346] 

c.  Bead  29,  and  com.  153 

Rep.  with  Amendts.  1142, 1214 

Read  30,  and  passed,  1385 
1.  Read  2',  and  com.  1830 

Rep.  without  Amendt.  1888 

Read  3*,  and  passed.  1904 

(No.  12)  [c-  No.  352] 

c.  Bead  3°,  and  passed,  675 

I  Bead  1",  889 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1716 
Com.,  Amendts.  made,  1829, 1887 
Bead  3-,  and  passed,  1904. 1916. 1981 

(No.  13)  [c.  No.  363] 

e.  Standing  Order  236  ouspended.  1006 

Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1143 
I.  Prom  c,  Bead  1*,  1031 

Read  2",  and  com.  1716 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1829 

Read  3",  and  passed.  1887 


[c.  No.  358] 


(No.  14) 

c.  Read  2°,  and  com.  412 
Read  S",  and  passed,  1142 

I.  Read  2",  and  com.  1830 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  1688 
Bead  8>,  and  passed,  1904. 1916. 1931 
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Local  QoTenunent  Provisiona  Orders 
Bills— 

'  (No.  15)  [c.  No.  874] 

e.  Bead  3°,  and  com.  686 
Bep.  with  Amendts.  1498 
Bead  3«,  and  passed,  1641 
I.  From  e..  Bead  1",  1549 
Bead  ^.Standing  Orders  suspended,  Bead 
3*,  and  passed,  1914, 1916 
e.  Amendts.  considered,  agreed  to,  1931 

(No.  16)  Ic-  No.  387] 

Intro.  Mr.  Long ;  Bead  l",  414 
Withdrawn,  1643 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law)  Bill  [c  No.  S4S] 

Bep.  without  Amendt.  519 
Bead  8°,  and  passed,  575 
I.  From  c,  Bead  869 
Bead  3^,  and  com.  1716 
Oom.,  Bep.  without  Amendfc.  1829 
Bead  S^,  and  passed,  1887 

Local  Government    (Scotland)  Order 
(GlasgOT,  &c.)  Bill 

c.  Bead  2°,  and  oom.  821 

Bead  3°,  and  rassed,  1641 
J.  From  c.  agreM  to,  1646 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise) 
Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill  [c  No. 

129] 

Withdrawn,  1215 

Local  Taxation  BetumB  (England) 
Copy  pres.  1007 

Local  Taxation  (Scotland) 

g.  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  A,  Sir  0.  3,  Peanon, 


Loch  Sween  Foreshores 
Q.  Mr.  Oaldwell,  A.  Sir  Michaal  Hioks 
Beach,  894 

Lochinver  Bailway,  695, 1048 
Lockwood  and  Purdie,  Messrs.,  1273 

LoDEB,  Mr.  Gerald,  Brighton 
Naval  ArtiUerr  Volunteers,  1038 
Port  Office  Telegraphs  Vote,  1076 

London  Common  Poor  Fund  (Beoeiver- 

ship) 

Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Mr.  lUtohie,  1781 

London  Gonnty  Conndl  (Omeial  Powers) 
BiU 

e.  Bep.  from  Select  Com.  164 

Debate  Adj.  414 
I,  Beported  with  Amendts.  1716 


EX}  [Lov 

5. 

London  Connty  Conndl  (Money)  Bill 

c.  Bead  S",  and  passed,  890, 1005 

London  Connty  Council  (Tramvays)  BiU 

I.  Debated,  1009,  Bead      and  com.  1022 
Bep.  from  Select  Com.,  not  ft^edient  to 
proceed  further,  1826 

Londonderry  Barracks  Disturbance 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Bxodziok,  196 

LONG,  Mb.  W.  H.  (Secretary  to  th« 
Local  Government  Board),  Wilttf 
Devizes 

Local  QoTemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  16) 
BiU.  Intro.  414 

Longford  Post  Ofi&ce 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Sir  James  Fergosson;. 
Q.  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  A.  Sir  James 
Fei^BSon,  1043 

Lord  Advocate  (see  Pbabboh,  Sir  G.  J.> 

LoKD  Chancellor  (see  HALSBUBTr 
Lord) 

Lord  President  of  the  Godhoil  (see 
Granbrook,  Viscount) 

Lord  Fbity  Seal  (see  Cadooan,  Earl) 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea 

g.  Mr.  James  Bowlands,  A.  Sir  M.  H. 

Beach,  1724 

LOTHIAN,  Marquess  of  (Lord  Keb) 
(Secretary  for  Scotland) 
AUotments  (Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  1217, 1220 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  1029 
High  Court  of  Jtuticiary  (Scotland)  BiU^ 
2B.  1027 

H^ingc^  Working  Classes  (Scotland)  Bill, 

Lough  Neagh  Drainage  Bate 
Q.  Mr.  Finkerton,  A.       Jackaon,  34 

LowTHBB,  Bight  Hon.  James,  ^nt 
Thanet 
Alien  Immigration,  216,  893 

LOWTHEB,  Mr.  J.  W.  (Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afhira), 

Ctimberland,  Penrith 

(Aa  Chairman  of  Committee) 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill,  1765 

African  Companies,  Besident  InspeotcwB,  46 
An(do-Mala^7  Treafy,  879 
Arabi  Pasha,  441,  448 

Brazil,  Emigrants  to,  1042 
Chinese  Ontrage,  Mr.  Wenyon,  1040 
Commereial  TnatiM,  Spain,  4Q,  4S9 
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ZjOWiseb,  Mr.  J.  W.— «on<. 

Ooanfcy  Cess  Beceipts,  1668 

Dnunmond  Wolff.  Six  H.,  at  Baoharest,  997, 

1280, 1461 
Egypt,  Trade  Marks  in,  446 
False  Trade  Marks,  204 
Flooring  in  Central  Hall,  216 
Fnnch  Fishing  Boats,  648,  649 
French  Tariff,  Leather  Trade,  880,  617, 1A68 
M'Einlej  Tariff.  881 
Maltese  Marriage  Law,  49,  210 
Newfoundland  modus  vivendi,  645,  646 
Nitoate  Railways  Companv,  691 
'  Persian  Tobacco  GoneesBion,  42,  S78,  545, 

998 

Petroleum  in  Suez  Canal,  60,  369.  870.  644, 

692,  698,  1044, 1046, 1287,  1288,  1456, 1468 
Purdie  and  Lockwood,  Messrs.  1278 
Boumania,  Minister  in,  997,  1280,  1461 
Sanitary  Conference,  International.  211 
SOTply— Embassies  Vote,  997,  998 

Foreign  Office,  645,  646,  647,648,649 

Slave  Trade,  1000 

Suez  Canal  Directors,  840 
Swaziland,  1272, 1278 
Turkish  Debt,  192 

Uganda,  866,  867,  467,  648,  677,  696, 1311 
Wear  Valley  Extension  Railway  Bill.  1156, 
1260 

LowTHBB,  Hon.  William,  WeaPmare- 
land,  Appleby 
Enunannel  Hospital.  1290 

Lubbock,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  John,  Lon- 
don University 
Ancient  Monuments  Protection,  1497, 1580 
Baker  Street  and  Waterioo  Railway  Bill,  890 
Bosiness  of  the  House,  1500, 1562 
Education  Grant,  1372 
London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill,  891 
Public  Libraries  Law  ConsoUdauon  BUI,  1008 
Telegraphs  BiU,  698, 1926 
Water  Companies  {Regulation  of  Powers) 
BUI.  1388. 1884 

Lunatic  Asylum,  MuUingar 
Q.  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  233 

Lyei^l,  Mr.  L.,  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (ScoUand)  BUI,  961 

Macabtney,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Antrim,  S. 
Antrim  Guardians  and  Colonel  Spaight, 

1118, 1119 
Election  Conflicts  in  Ireland,  1832 
Kingstown  and  Kingsbridge  Railway  BiU, 

1168, 1156 
Landing  of  Troops  in  Dublin,  1722 
National  Education  (Ireland)  BUI,  1166, 

1187,  1192,  1195,  1206.  1396,  1S06. 1819. 

1822,  1323,  1324 
Supply— Local  Government  Board,  Ireland, 

1118, 1119 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Oldham 
East  India  Officers  Expenses,  1213 
Petroleum  in  Suez  Canal,  643 


Maglubb,  Mr.  J.  W..  Lancashire,  S,E.^ 
Stretford 
Petroleum  in  Sues  Canal,  1157 
RaUway  Servants  Hours  1052 

Macnaobtkn,  Lord 
Expiring  Laws  Oontinuanoa  Bill,  1874 

MoDoNAUi,  Dr.  B.,  Boss  and  CrO' 
marty 

Crofters  Colonisation,  1210 
Garve  and  Ullapool  Railway,  350 

MgKenha,  Sir  Joseph,  Monaghan,  S, 
Turkish  Debt,  191 

MoEinley  Tariff  and  British  Trade 
g.  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  A.  Ur.  J.  W« 
Lowther,  881 

M'Laqan,  Mr.  Peter,  Linlithgow 
Business  of  the  House,  Return,  1387 
Divisions  of  the  House,  Return,  1387 
Mersey  and  IrweU  (Prevention  of  PoUntion) 

BUI,  521 
Private  Bills.  Return  of,  1386 
Pntdio  BUls,  Return  of,  1887 
Public  Petitions,  1387 
Sittings  of  the  House,  Return  of,  1886 

MoLabbm,  Mr.  W.  S.  B.,  Cheshire, 
Crewe 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill,  960 
Vaccination  Prosecutions,  807,  608 
Witnesses  Protection  BUI,  1082.  1067,  1091, 
1098 

Madagascar,  Treaty  with,  379 

MADDEN ,  Bight  Hon.  D.  H.  fAttomej 
General  for  Lreland),  DwiUn  Uni' 
versity 
Beliait  Medical  Students,  1281 
Belfast  Registrar's  Attendances,  1470 
CivU  BUI  Courts  (Ireland)  BUI,  667 
Compulsory  Education,  Ireland,  690 
Cork  Evicted  Tenants,  1733 
Election  Conflicts,  Izaland,  1682 
Escorts  for  Irish  Judges,  209 
Eniring  Laws  Continuance  BiU,  1047 
Fair  Rent  AppUcations,  Cork,  1270 
Fit^rald,  Mr.,  Cork  Guardians,  &c.,  1367, 
1368 

Galway  Infirmair  BiU,  1378 

Honihan,  John,  Case  of,  1291 

Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  BiU,  1141 

Law  Reports,  Headnotes.  548 

Limerick  Band  Playing,  1562,  1733. 1881 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill.  1199, 

1200,  1201,  1202,  1806,  1810,  1819, 1830, 

1828,  1330,  1331,  1384, 1335 
0'I)on(^ue,  Cornelius,  Conviction  o^  468 
Prisoners  under  Coercion  Act,  1262 
Rathmore,  Skeletons  found  at,  1265 
Registration  and  Land  CoDunission.  1269 
Supply — Local  Govemnient  Board,  Ireland, 

969,990 
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Magherafelt  Guardians 

Q.  Mr.  Kilbride,  A.  3Ir.  Jackson,  231 

Mfi^strates,  Shipowning,  1724 


Mahoney,  B.  J..  Eviction  of 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Milvain,  A.  Sir.  Jackson, 
198 

Mail  Steamers,  Sale  of  Stamps  on,  1035 

Mails,  Indian  anci  Australian,  Charges 
for,  1263 

Mails,  Irish,  Volume  and  Weight 
Q.  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  A.  Sir  James  Fer- 
guasou,  Mr.  (jOKclien,  208 

Malcolm,  Colonel  J.  W.,  Argyllshire 
Postal  Service,  Bural  Districts,  130 

Mallow,  Labourers  Cottagefi,  536,  910 
Malta,  *British  Seamen  Shot  at,  362 

Maltese  Marriage  Law 

Q.  Mr.  Timothy  Healy,  Mr.  WoodaU,  A.  Mr. 
J.  \V.  Lowther,  49  ;  Q.  Mr.  Woodall, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A.  Baron  de  Worms,  Mr. 
J.  \V.  Lowther,  209,210;  Q.  Obs.  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Lord  Knutslord, 
1520;  Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Baron  e 
Worms,  1732 

Manchester  Postmen's  Pay 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann,  A.  Sir  James  Fergusson, 
453 

Uanohester.  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire 
Railway  (Extension  to  London,  &c.) 
Bill 

I.  Read  2«,  and  com.  1 

Mab,  Earl  of 
Mar  Peerage,  1695,  1700, 1701,  1703,  1706. 
1710,  1884,  1885 

Mabjoribanks,  Biglit  Hon.  K., Berwick- 
shire 

Education  and  Local  Taxatitm  Bdief  BUI, 
891 

Mar  Peerage,  16S7-17U,  1884 
Kaniages  Abroad  Bill  [«•  No.  S6i] 

Read  2",  nud  com.  576 
Com.  680:  rep.  as  amended,  683 
Read  3f>,  ■■■■ud  passed,  822 
I.  ^tetumed  from  c.  886 
Amendts.  to  be  considered,  1449 
Considered  uid  agreed  to,  1S45 
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Marriages  in  India 
Q.  Sir  Roper  Letbbridge,  A.  Mr.  Curzon, 

1284 

Married  Women  Bill  [c.  No.  8i] 

Withdrawn,  1215 

Mather,  Mr.  W.,  Latieashire^  H^.j 

Gorton 

Commercial  Treaties  with  Spain,  458,  459 
"  Royal  Sovereign,"  Slachinery  Cost,  460 

MATTHEWS,  Right  Hon.  H.  (Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment), Birviinghavi,  E. 
Accidents,  Belfast  Factories,  900 
Black,  Superintendent,  Reward,  551 
"  Commonweal  "  Printing  Type,  1037 
Convicts,  Life  Insurance  of,  1265 
Dynamitards,  Access  to,  911 
Election  Platiards,  Bamet  Court  Hoost, 
1834 

Factory  Ins[>ectors,  580,  581,  644 

Fire  Precautions,  643 

Gilks,  Sentence  on,  12G6 

Glove  Contests,  450,  540 

Hawkshaw,  Rev.  K.  B.  530 

Immt^tion  of  Pauper  Aliens,  215,  893,  891 

Insanitary-  Workshops,  1455 

Lichfield  Magistrates,  1466,  1724 

Metropolitan  Cabw,  "Crawling,"  1274 

Mines  and  Roburite,  534 

National  Sporting  Club,  Glove  Fight,  , 

452,  540 
Osborn,  Conviction  of,  371 
Pheasant  and  Partridge  Eggs,  218,  220,  554 
Police  Boot  Contracts,  40 
Police  Returns  Bill,  684 
Prison  Medical  Officers,  1725 
Prison  Officers  Leave,  1833 
Prison  Warders  Pay,  Ac.  207,  1463 
Radnorshire  Chief  Constable,  1268 
Reay,  Industrial  School  Boy,  1168 
Roburite.  534 

Shipowning  Magistrates,  1724 
Suo^letting  Government  Contracts,  363 
Sunderland  Shipping  Disputes,  S7,  39 
Supply— Home  Office,  642,  643,  644 
Temporary  Commissions,  807,  809 
Vaccination  Commission,  220,  807 
Waller  and  Street  Case,  218,  551 

Mauritius  Hurricane 
Q.  Mr.    Brodie   Hoare  ;    A,   Baron  de 
Worms,  449 ;  Q.  Colonel  Howard  Tinoent, 
A.  3ir.  Goscheu,  540 

Xanritins  Loan  BUI  [c.  No.  iss] 

Intro.  Mr.  Goachen ;  Bead  1391 
Read  2°,  and  com.  1498 
Rep.  without  Amendt.  1643 
Read  3»,  and  passed,  1748 
I.  From  c,  Read  1',  1718 
Bead  3>,  and  com.  1803 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1888 
Bead  d>,  and  passed.  1908 

Mauritius  Loan  Guarantee 
Beso.  in  Com.  1S16 
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MAXWBLL.  Sib  H.  E.  (a  Lord  of  the 
Treasury),  WigU>n 
Irish  Teachers  Pension  Fund,  378 
Slate  Quarries,  Bojalties.  375 
Unemployed  Trade  Unioniste,  450 

Medicfd  Officers,  Native  Regiments 
Q.  Sir  Guyer  Hunter,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  896 

Medical  Students,  Belfast,  1281 

Meetings  in  Schoolrooms 
Q,  Mr.  Timothy  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  376 ; 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Gardner.  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Sir  Wmiam  Hart  Dyke,  376 

Meetings,  Irish  Police  at 

Q.  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  A .  Mr.  Jackson,  867 

Mercantile  Marine,  Colour  Tests 

Copy  of  Report  pres.  1007 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887  and  1891 
Copy  of  Regulations  pres.  155 ;  Q.  204 

Xerchant  Shipping  Acts  Ammdmait 

Bill  [«•  No.  279] 

In  Com.,  B.P.  154 

Com.,  New  Clause,  Bep.  411 

Consideration  deferred,  819 

Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1001 
I.  Bead  1',  1256 

Bead  i^,  and  com.  1446 

Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1549 

Bead  3*,  and  returned  to  c.  1687 
c.  Amendts.  agreed  to,  1770, 1827 

Xerchant  Shipping  (Fiihing  Boats)  Aeto 
Amendment  Bill 

No.  279  withdrawn 

(Vo.  2  Bill)  [c.  No.  883] 

Intro.,  Read  1«  154 

Xeney  and  Irwell  (Frerention  of  Pollu- 
tion KU 

e.  Standing  Orders  suspended ;  Read  3",  521 

Mesopotamian  Antiquities 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Bolton,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
657 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
Q.  Oba.  Lord  Sandhuntt.  Loid  Henniker, 
XicftA  Thring,  178 

Metropolitan  Gabs 
Q.  Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham,  A.  JSx. 
Matthews,  1374 

Metropolitan  Cattle  Markets 

Q.  Mr.  Charles  Darling,  A.  Mr.  Cbaplin,  1760 

VOL.  V.     [fourth  bebies.] 


Metropolitan  Police  District  (Open  Air 
Meetings) 
Return  pres.  686 

Metropolitan  Police  Provudonal  Oxdw 
Bill 

I.  Bead  2*,  and  com.,  1150 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1647 
Bead  3',  and  passed,  1716 

MiDLETON,  Viscount 
Drainage  and  Improvementof  Land  (Ireland) 
BiU,  1682  ' 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  1875 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  1798  ' 
Telegraphs  BUI,  1787, 1789 

Midwives  Begistration 
Bep.  from  Select  Com.  1497 

MiLDMAT,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Devon,  Totnes 
Voters  in  Channel  Fleet,  694 

Military  Lands  Consolidation  Bill  [«■  No. 

184] 

Bep.  from  Select  Com.  and  Be -com.  1006 

Com.,  Bep.  as  amended,  1381 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1496 
I.  Prom  c,  Read  1%  1451 
Bead  2*,  and  com.  1675 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendts.  1830 
Bead  3*.  and  passed,  1886 

Military  Uniform,  Police  in,  193,  527 

MiLNKB,    Sir    F.    G.,  Nottingham, 
Basse  tlaw 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  BiU,  517 

Milton  School  Accommodation 
Q.  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  195 

MiLVAiN,  Mr.  T.,  Durham 
Delay  in  JudCTient  on  Claim,  199 
Shippng  Trade  Disputes,  37 

Mines,  Bobnrite  in,  534 

Mining  Boards  Bill     ^o.  404] 


Intro.  Mr.  Bousfleld ;  Bead  !<>,  574 

Missing  Letter  in  Tyrone 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Kenny,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  187 

Mitchel,  John,  Life  and  Writings  of 
Q.  Mr.  Knox.  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1454 

Mixed  Marriages,  Malta,  49, 209. 1519, 
1732 

Moneyglass  Proclaimed  Meeting 
g.  Mr.  Knox.  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  199 
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Montagu,  Mr.   S.,  Tower  Samlets, 
Whitechapel 
EzaminerB  and  CuBtoms  Officers,  206 

Montagu  of  Beaulibu,  Lord 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  883 

MoBGAN,    Right    Hon.  G.  Osborne, 

Denbighshire,  E. 
■  Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  95 

MoBGAN,  Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  Carmarthen,  W. 
Supply— Civil  Servicea,  Fisheries,  296,  287, 
299,800 

MoBGAM,  Mr.  Octavias  V.,  Battersea 
Factory  Inspection,  581 

MoBGAN,  Mr.  W.  Pritchard.  Merthyr 

Tydvil 

Polynefiian  Labour  in  Queensland,  106 
Postal  Services,  Rural  Districts,  149, 151 
Sapply—Civil  Services,  801,  806,  307 

MoBLET,  Eari  of  {Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 

Eastbourne  Improvement  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  1851 

Iiondon  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
102L  1022 

Manchester.    Sheffield    and  Lineoliuhire 

Railway,  &c.  BiU,  3,  5 
Private  and  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 

Bills.  1649, 1650 
SmaU  Agrioultural  Holdings  Bill,  1S97, 1422 
WatOT  Companies  (Regulation  ol  Powers) 

Bill,  160 

MoBLBT,  Right  Hon.  John,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 
Bunneas  of  the  House,  683, 584 

MoBKis,  Lord 

Witnesses  (Public  Inquiries)  Proteciion  BiU, 
1896, 1901, 1908, 1910 

M^ortality  of  Indian  Soldiers 

g.  Mr.  Schwann,  A.  Mr.  Ourison,  546 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C,  Peterborough 
Admiralty,  Civil  Lord's  Duties,  606 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill,  1739 
Business  of  the  House,  58. 587, 699 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  112 
East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  1635,  1688, 
1639 

Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill,  812,  813 
Newf  oundhind  Fisheries  Dispute,  106 
Parliamentary  Reporting,  1577 
Public  Authorities  Protection  BiU,  1640 
QuaUflcation  of  Voters  (guardians)  Bill, 

Intro.  1146  ^ 
Regent's  Canal,  &c.  RaUway  BiU,  1720 
Rnral  Postal  Services,  146, 147 
gm>ii  A^ictiltazal  Holdings  BUt,  73,  76 

[dOHt. 


MoBTON,  Mr.  A.  C. — com/. 

Supply— Army  Estimates,  778, 786, 798, 794, 
797,  798,  802,  803,  805 
Board  of  Agriculture,  666,  657 
Board  of  Trade,  664 
Charity  Commission,  657,  658 
Chicago  Exhibition,  1063, 1064 
Chief  Secretary's  Office,  986,  987 
Colonial  Office,  650,  651 
Consular  Service,  999, 1062, 1063 
Crofters  Commission,  668,  664 
Customs  Vote,  809 

Education  Department,  673,  674,  676, 818 
Exchequer  Department,  659 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  1067 
Foreign  Office,  645,  646.  649 
Home  Office,  640 

House  of  Commons  Officers,  638,  684 

House  of  Lords  Offices,  633 

Houses  of  Parliament,  621,  623,  626  . 

Local  Government  Board,  659 

Local  Loans  Fnnd,  1065, 1067 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  978 

Navy  Estimates,  597,  600,  602,  608,  604, 

605,  607,  609,  612,  615,  618,  816,  816 
Post  Office  Vote,  809,  810,  811 
Railways  (Ireland),  972 
Boyal  Parks,  &c.  619,  620 
Scottish  Prisons,  669 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  662 
Stationery  and  Printing,  661 
Temporary  CommiBslons,  806 
TreasuiT  Department,  6S7,  638,  689 
Works  and  FubUo  Biuldlngs,  661, 817 

Mountjoy  Prison  Enclosure 
O.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
004 

MuUingar  Labotirers  Cottages 
Q.  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  Sir  John  Goist,  218 

Mtdlingar  Lunatio  Asylum 
g.  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  222 

Mullingar  Mails 
Q.  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergnsson,  89 

MuHDELU,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield, 
Brightside 
.National  Education  (Ireland)  KU,  1194 

Municipal  Corporations  (New  Charters) 

Widnes,  Copy  pres.  413 

Mutual  Guarantee  Fund.  Edinburgh 
Post  Office 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergosson,  903 

Mysore  Criminal  Warrants 
Q,  Lord  Dnnsany,  A.  Mr.  Otumm,  S70 

national  Debt  (Conversion  of  Exeheqaw 

Bonds)  BUI  [e.  No.  386] 

Reso.  agreed  to  in  Com.  156 
Intro.  Mr.  Courtney ;  Bead  1«,  834 
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HaUonal  DebtiOonvenionof  Exchtgutr  Bonds) 
BiU—coiA. 
Read  2»,  and  com.  676 
Com.,  Rep.  withoat  Amendt.  687 

Bead  3°,  and  passed.  822  , 
i.  From  c,  Bead  1",  888 
Bead  2«,  and  com.  1259 
-Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1447 
Read  S",  and  passed,  1548 

-Hational  Debt  (Stockholders  Belief)  Bill 

[e.  No.  407] 

Intro.  Sir  John  Gorat ;  Bead  I',  1008 
Bead  3»,  and  com.  1314 
Com.,  Read  3°,  and  passed,  1889 
I.  Prom  c,  Read  1»,  1448 
Read  2°,  and  com.  1548 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1714 
Read  3>,  and  passed,  1827 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  560, 
689 


national  Edacation  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  234] 

<i.  Debate,  225 ;  Read  2o,  and  com.  289 
Com.,  Instruction,  Adj.  562 
Adj.  Debate,  1157 ;   Rep.  as  amended, 
1908 

Re -com.  1296;  Bep.,  Read  ^^  and  pasBed, 
1336 

i..  Prom  c,  {Earl  Cadogan),  Bead  1",  1448 
Debated,  1657  ;  Read  2»,  and  com.  1675 
Com.  1775  ;  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1781 
Debated,  1856  ;  Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1866 

Kational  Edacation  (Ireland)  Grant 

lu  Com.,  Reso.  agreed  to,  076 
Reso.  Bep.  687 

National  Indian  Congress 
Q.  Mr.  Summers,  A.  lu.  Curzon,  903 

National  Sporting  Club,  450.  540 

National  Teachers,  Irish  Workhouses, 
1047 


Native  Indian  Troops 
Q.  Sir  R.  Lethbridge,  A.  Mr.  Onrzon,  45 

Naval  Artillery  Volunteers 
Q.  Mr.  Loder,  A.  Lord  Qeowe  Hamilton, 
1038 ;   Q.  Obs.,  Viscount  Sidmouth,  A. 
Lord  Elphinstoue,  1645 


Jfaval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill  [c  No. 

869] 

Read  S",  and  ccnn.  576 
Com.,  B.P.  688 

Ccon.,  Bep.  vitbont  Amendt.  812 
Bead  So.and  passed,  968 


Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill — cont, 
I.  From  c,  Bead  1",  1031 

Debated,  1221 ;  Read  2",  1228 

Com.,  Amendts.  made,  1445 

Amendts.  Rep.  1548 

Read  3".  and  pasi^ed,  1715 
c.  Amendts.  from  I.  agreed  to,  1770, 1837 

Naval  Officers  and  Foreign  Languages 
Q.  Mr.  Norris,  A.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  896 

Naval  Beserve  Pensions 

Q.  Mr.  Francis  Evans,  A.  Sir  John  Oorst, 
1569 

Naval  Eeserve  Uniform 
Q.   Colonel    Sandys,    A,   Lord  George 

Hamilton,  1461 

Navy  and  Army  Expnditure,  1890-91 
Com.  to  consider  Savings,  &g.,  1008 
Considered  in  Com.  1146-1152 

Navy  (Sea-going  War  Ships) 

Betumpres.  1644 

HAVY  (see  ADMIEALTT) 

Admirals,  Yftchls  for,  202 
"  Agincourt,"  H.M.$.,  1459 
Bere  Island  Catholic  Chapel,  189 
Blaxall,  Dr.,  Betir'ed  Pay,  1466 
Boilers  in  H.M.  Ships,  202 
Boys  for  the  Navy,  1556 
"  Britannia"  Training  Ship,  1666 
"  Capercailzie  "  Yacht,  2G2 
Chatham  Dredging,  611 
Civil  Lord's  Duties,  607,  608 
Coal  for  Naval  Use,  1468 
Foreign  Languages,  Naval  Officers,  896 
Oibraltar  Dock,  1257 
Greenwich  Hos^tal,  617, 1680 
JfoZto,  Seaman  Shot  at,  863 
Naval  Artillery  VoUmteers^  1038,  1646 
Navai  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill,  683,  813 
1221 

Naval  Reserve  Uniforms,  1463 
Navy  Ea^aenditure,  Savings^  Com.  114S 
Padfio  Station,  Alternative  Stmtes,  197 
PmaioiM,  Naval  Beserve,  1569 
Retired  Pay  and  Civil  Pension,  1466 
"  Royal  Sovereign,"  H.M.S.,  460 
Sea-going  War  Ships,  Return,  1644 
Seaman  Sitot  at  Malta,  3C2 
Supply—Admiralty  Office.eOi,  816 

Australian  Squadron,  618 

Civil  Pensions,  618 

EducatioTial  Services,  589 

Half-Pay,  dtc,  613 

Martial  Law,  dc,  589 

Medical  Establishments,  589,  815 

Miscellaneous  Services,  608/"" ,     ^.^  l,> 
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NAVY— coat. 

Naval  and  Marine  Pemions,  618 

Naval  Armaments,  600 

Naval  Reserve,  589 

Scientific  Services,  589 

S}mbuilding  —  Contract   Work,  600; — 
Materiel,  600     Personnel,  591 

Victualling  and  ClothiTig,  de.  589,  816 

Works,  Buildings,  dc.  601 
Voters  in  Channel  Fleet,  694 
<*  Wanderer,"  HM.S.,  1458 
Toung,  B.,  Deferred  Pennon,  1660 

NsLSON,  Earl 
Small  Agrioultaral  Holdings  BUI,  1587 

New  Foresb  Rifle  Bange»  48,  377,  653, 
916, 1467 

Newfoundland  Fisheries  Dispute 
Debate  in  Supply,  108 

Newfoundland  (Miss  Hubert),  1726 

Newtownards  Union  Soboolmastw 
Q.  Mr.  Blane,  A.  yii.  Jaakson,  84 

Nitrate  Eailways 
g.  Mr.  Plcton,  A,  Mi.  3,  W.  Lowther,  G91 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Galway,  N. 

Army  EBtimates.  746,  762,  784,  788,  790, 793, 

794,  795,  796,  800,  803 
British  East  Africa  Company,  906 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  Bill,  968 
Civil  Bill  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  568 
Expirhig  Laws  ConMnuanc«,  1461 
Kingstown  and  Kingsbridge  Railway  BUI, 

1156 

Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  Bill,  1136 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  342,  290, 
1169,  1167,  1177,  1190,  1191,  1196,  1197, 
1199.  1200,  1202,  1204,  ISOO,  1316. 1823, 
1826, 1836,  1828,  1S29,  1880, 1884, 1885, 
1886 

Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill,  666 
Supply— Gvil  Services  Vote,  S98 
Consular  EstabUshmenta,  999 
Looal  Government,  Ireland,  988 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Department,  974,  977, 

979,  983,  984 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  994 
Publio  Works,  Ac,  Ireland,  966 
Bailw^,  Ireland,  969 
Slave  Trade,  1000 
Uganda  Disturbances,  643, 548, 670, 677, 578, 
579,  1311, 1377. 1378 

Nolan,  Mr.  Joseph,  Louth,  N. 

Dondalk  Kifle  Bange,  1733 
National  Education  (Ir^and)  Bill,  1183, 
1187 

Suez  Canal,  Petroleum  in,  1780 


NoBBiB,Mr.E.  S.,  Tower  Hamlets,  Limt- 
house 

Naval  Officers  and  Foreign  Languages,  896 
Tolonteer  Begiments,  894 

North  Borneo 
Q.,  Obs.,  Lord  Brassy,    Lord  Elphln- 
stone,  Lord  Enutsford,  1808-1819 

NoBrFHCOTE,  Hon.  Sir  Stafford  H. .  Exeter 
Birmingham  Corporation  Water  BiU,  841 
Charity  Land  Al&tments,  863 

North  Eastern  Railway  (Hull  Books)' 
BiU 

Q.  Mr.  Labooohere,  A.  Hr.  Speaker  PeeL 
1930 

NoBTra,  Lord 
SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  1403 
Water  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers^ 
BiU,  168 

O'Bbhsn,  Mr.  Patrick,  Monaghan,  N, 

Army  Estimates,  787 
Black,  Inspector,  Orant  to,  651 
Oarrickmacross  County  Cess,  899 
Convict  Prisons,  Hours  o<  Labonr,  681 
Dynamitards,  914 
Zdooation  Oranta,  891 
Examinations  for  Customs,  1377 
Ferguson,  Mr.  T.,  J.P.,  Solvency  of,  4T,. 
628 

Pish  Pry  Destruction,  913 

Fitzgerald's,  Mr.,  Forged  Proxies,  1367 

Qeraldo  de  Lima's  Case,  47 

OUks,  Convict,  1266 

Haoketstown,  Telegraph  for,  1389 

Irish  Slates,  662 

Limerick  Fisheries,  553 

Londonderry  Barracks,  Disturbances,  19S 

Mountjoy  Prison,  904 

Pleuro-Rieumonia  in  Dublin,  648,  560> 

Police  in  Military  Uniform,  198,  6S7 

PoUce  Protection,  Kilkenny,  648 

Bush  Harbour,  637 

SbUIelagh  Union  Election.  647, 1089 

Suez  Canal  Regulations,  1288 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters,  669 

Uganda  Disturbances,  364,  696 

Ulster  Canal  Employees,  619ft 

UnioK  Clerks,  548 

Water^t  Bulkheads,  Merchant  Ships,  69& 

O'Connor,  Mr.  Arthur,  Donegal,  B. 

Complaints  Against  Police,  367 
Factory  Inspection,  581 
Housing  of  Working  Classes,  878 
Point  of  Order,  661 

Supply— Ordnance  Surv^,  628, 639, 680 

Treasury  Department,  687 
Uganda  Disturbances,  867,  468 

O'CoNNOB,  Mr.  John,  Tipperary,  S. 

Ulster  Convention,  1567 

O'Donnell's,  Martin,  Enlistment,  892- 
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O'Pono^ue,  Comeliue,  Conviction  of 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Maddan,  463 

O'Keeffb,  Mr.  Francis  A.,  Limerick 

jjuh  Jnd|[eB  Escorts,  Ac.  909 

^O'Kbllt,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Boacommant  N. 

-Bnflinesfl  of  the  Honse,  1662 
Uganda  I>istart>anoeB,  408 

Omagh  Letter  Boxes 

Q.  Mx.  Blane,  A.  Sir  James  Fetgusson,  581 

>Om£igh  School  Accommodation 

Q.  Mr.  Conway.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mf.  Jack- 
son, 1^3 

(.Opium  Sales,  Burma 

Q.  Sir  JoBepli  Pease,  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Mr. 
Curzon,  UiK. 

Ordnance  Stores,  Edinburgh 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan,  A.  Mr.  Brodriok,  860 

■Osbom,  Conviction  of 

Q.  Mr.  GoQjbeare,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  874 

'OzENBRiDOE,  Viscotmt 
Boyal  Warrant,  Article  73,  37 

Pacific  Station,  Transport  to,  197 

Paget,  Sir  R.  H.,  Somerset,  Wells 
Postal  Service,  Bural  DistrictB,  127 

Painting  Contracts,  Dublin,  912 

Pabkeb,  Mr.  C.  S,,  Perth 

Education  and  Ijooal  Taxation  Belief  Bill, 

397,  927 

Parks,  Boyal,  Employees,  579 

LORDS— 
JSamard  Peerage 

Beport  that  Henty  De  Vere  Vane  hath  made 
out  his  claim  to  the  title,  Ac.  81  May,  825 

Business  of  the  House 
Standii^   Order  No.  89  suspended  for 
remainder  of  Session,  25  June,  1893 

ConmUttee  for  Privileges 

De  Wahtdl  Barony  —  Report  that  John 
Chetwood  Chetwood-Aiken  has  failed  to 
show  that  such  Barony  was  created,  27 
June,  1907 

Duke  of  York's  seat  in  the  House,  18  June, 
832 ;  Beport  tiiereon,  14  June,  1009 ;  Her 
Majesty's  directions  as  to  seat,  17  June, 
1303 

[cont. 


PARLIAMENT— Lords— oout. 

New  Peers 
SO  /wfM— Sir  Heniy  John  Selwin-Ibbetson, 

Baronet,  created  Baron  Book. 

wood  of  Rookwood  Hall  and 

Down  Hall  in  the  County  ot 

Essez,  1601 
38  Jvm — Bight  Honourable  Robert  Bourke, 

created  Baron  Connemara  of 

Connemara  in  tiio  Oounty  of 

Qalway,  1773 

Eepresentative  Peers  for  Ireland 
Earl  of  ClonmeWs  Right  tc  Vote  established, 
13  June,  825 ;  Certificate  ordered,  30  June, 
1601 

Lord  Muskerry,  Certificate  of  Election 

delivered,  16  June,  1217 
Earl  of   Clanwilliam's    Right   to  Vote 

established,  20  June,  1601;  Certificate 

ordered,  23  June,  1773 
Viscount    Doneraile's     Right    to  Vote 

establiEhed,  20  June,  1601;  Certificate 

ordered,  23  June,  1773 

Sat  First 
30  May.— The  Earl  of  Stamford,  after  the 

death  of  his  uncle,  157 
18  June. — The  Duke  of  Aigyll,  created  Duke 

of   Argyll  in  Peerage  of  the 

United  Kingdom,  625 
17  June.— H.R.H.    The   Duke   of  York, 

1893 

The  Earl  of  Hontingdon,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  1398 
21  Jvju. — The  Viscoujit  Hampden,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  1645 
The  Lord   Abinger,    after  the 
death  of  his  father,  1646 
37  June. — The  Lord  Barnard,   after  the 
death  of  his  kinsman,  1907 

StandiTig  Orders 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  ConfirvuUUm 
Bills. — Orders  KoB.  72  and  62  suspended 
for  remainder  of  Session,  also  143  and 
143a  conditionally,  14  June,  1009 

Orders  made  on  16  March  discharged  30  June, 
1604 

COMMONS— 
Business  of  ike  Bouse,  Q.  Mr.  Lahouchere, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Esslemont,  Mr. 
Morton,  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
27  May,  53  ;  Q.  Mr.  Picton,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  SO  Maij,  224 ;  Q.  Mr.  Lahouchere, 
Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  81  May,  382;  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  Dr. 
Far^uharson,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  3 
June,  464;  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  John 
Morley,  Mr.  H.  Fowler,  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Mr. 
A.  Sutherland,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  9 
June,  582 ;  Q.  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  John  Ellis, 
Sir  J.  Lubbock,  Mr.  H.  Fowler,  Mr. 
Picton,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Morton,  A.  Sir  J. 
Pergusson,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  10  June, 
698;  Statement,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr. 
Sexton,  18  June,  921 ;  Q.&x  W.  Harcourt, 
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PABLIA  MENT— Commons— cont. 

Hr.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr.  Jolm  Ellis, 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  A.  Satherland,  Dr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Pioton,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr. 
Goschen,  14  June,  1066  ;  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Gardner,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Picton, 
Sir  R.  Lethbridge,  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone, 
Mr,  Cauaton,  A.  Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour,  Sir  J, 
Fergusson,  16  June,  1292 ;  also,  Q.  Mr. 
John  ElliB,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Dixou- 
Hartland,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  1891; 
Q.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone.  Mr.  Picton,  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  17  June,  1470 ;  Q.  Mr. 
Sexton,  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  Sir  R.  Temple,  A. 
Sir  John  Gorst,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley,  1500; 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  H.  Fowler,  A.  Mr. 
Goachen,  Sir  R.  Webster,  21  June,  1736 

Committees 

Kitclien  and  Refreshment  Rooms,  Report 
from  Select  Com.  23  June,  1B48 

Private  Bills 

Standing  Orders  for  suspension  of  Private 
Bills,  and  to  facilitate  consideration  of 
Lords  Amendments  (Mr.  Courtney),  20 
June,  1549-1554 

Sittings  and  Adjoununents  of  the  House 
Derbif  Day,  Debate,  31  May^  382-891 ;  no 

quorum  formed,  1  June,  416 
Government  Business,  Priority  of.  Motion,  9 

June,  564 

Motion  for  Adjournment,  to  discuss  "  the 
general  inconvenience  to  the  country  of 
the  lengthened  period  likely  to  elapse 
before  the  Prorogation  of  Parliament " 
(IMr.  Labouchere),  17  June,  1473 

Standing  Orders,  Exemption,  SO  May,  225  ; 
2  June,  464 

Whitsuntide  Recess,  Motion  agreed  to,  3 
June,  569-574 

Standing  Orders 

Ltfiposit  of  Bills  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture— Amended  and  New  Orders,  21  June, 
1721 

Parliamentary  Debates 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.  823 

Parliamentary  Deposits  and  Bonds  BUI 

Cc.  No.  360] 

Read  2",  and  com.  687 
Bead  3",  and  pas.sod,  822 
I.  Prom  c,  Read  1",  887 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1259 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1447 
Bead  8*,  and  passed,  1548 

Parliamentary  Oaths  Bill  (Point  of 
Order),  561 

Parliamentary  Beporting 

g.  Mr.  Palziel,  A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  557 ;  Q* 
Mr.  Morton,  1577 


Parliamentary  Voters  Begistratiott  Bill 

[c.  No.  381] 
Litro.  Mr.  Cremer;  Read  V,  156 

Parliamentary  Write 
Q.  Mr.  Roby,  A.  Sir  Bichaid  Webster,  55ft 
(see  also  1926) 

Passage  of  Petroleum,  Suez  Canal 
Copy  of  Correspondence  pres.  824 

Patent  Fees 

Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  899 

Pauper  Immigrants,  215 

PEABSON,  BiOHT  Hon.  Sib  G.  J. 
{Lord  Advocate),  Edinburgh  and 

St.  Andrew's  Univei^itvts 
Bmrgh  PoUee  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill^ 

937,  940,  942,  944,  947,  948,  949,951,  952, 

953,  954,  955,  957,  959,  960,  962.  1387, 

1340,  1341,  1343,  1344,  1345,  1346,  1347, 

1348,  1349,  1360,  1351,  1930 
Early  Scottish  History,  Books  on,  1282 
Edinburgh  Inspectorship  of  Taxes,  1726  '^H 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Belief  Bill* 

392,  399,  SR.  924 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  [Expenses] ,  1745- 
General  Police  and  Improvement  (Scotland^ 

Provisional  Order  (Inverness)  Bill,  Intro. 

574 

Port  Glasgow  School  Board,  314 

Removal  Terms  in  Scotland,  196 

Sasine  Office,  1727 

Scotch  Local  Taxation,  228 

Scotch  Prison  Staff,  875, 1273 

Scrabster  Harbour,  1054,  1364 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  78 

Supply — Colonisation  of  Crofters,  107ff 
Crofters  Commission,  664 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  G80 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  662 

Thurso  and  Scrabster  Harbour,  1354 

Voting  after  8  o'clock,  1924 

Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.,  Durham^  Bar' 

nard  Castle 
Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  Bill,  188 
Opium  Sales  in  Burma,  1561 
Prison  Warders  Pay,  &c.  207 
Wear  Valley  Extension  Railway  Bill,  1261 

Pensioners,  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary,. 
533,  1034 

Pension  Fund,  Irish  Teachers,  378, 454 

Pensions 
Boyal  Naval  Reservo,  1659 

Peuioiui  (Old  Age)  (Ko.  2)  BiU  [c.  Ko.  4191 
Intio.  Mr.  Rankin ;  Read  1°,  1145 
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Persian  Tobacco  Concession 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Keay,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  11  ;  Q.  Mr. 
Labouohere,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  377 ; 
Q.  Mr.  King,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  641 

Petroleum  in  the  Suez  Canal 

Q.  Mr.  Kelly,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  50, 
692 ;  Q.  Mr.  KeUy,  Mr.  H.  G&rdner,  Mr. 
Lloyd  George,  A.  Mr.  J.  TV.  Lowther,  868, 
370;  Q.  Mr.  Maclean,  Mr.  John  KeUy,  A. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  543,  644 ;  Q.  Mr.  W. 
Abraham,  Mr,  Crilly,  General  Goldfiworthy, 
A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1043-1045 ;  Q.  Mr. 
Radclifie  Cooke,  Mr.  W.  Abraham,  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
1287,  1288 ;  Q.  Mr.  Kelly,  Sir  Kichard 
Temple,  Mr.  Maclure,  Mr.  Philipps,  A. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1456-1458;  Q.  Mr. 
Joseph  Nolan,  A.  Mr.  3,  W.  Lowther,  1780 

Correspondence  pres.  821 

Pheasant  and  Partridge  Egg  Stealing 
Q.  Mr.  Picton,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  218-220; 
Q.  Baron  Dimsdale,  A.  "Mr.  Matthews,  554 

Philipps,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lanark,  Mid 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  Bill,  1739 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  473, 

188,  506,  618 
Goal  Mines  Begulation  Act  (1887)  Amend- 
ment (No.  3)  BiU,  Intro.  166 
Education  and  Local  Taxation,  Sic,  Bill,  402 
Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
Bill,  526 

Petroleum  in  the  Suez  Canal,  1458 
Wishaw  Building  Society,  15,  541 

PiCKERSOiLL,  Mr.  E.H.,  Be£^naZ  Gretn, 

S.W. 

Central  London  Railway  Bill,  186 
Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  Bill,  176, 
186 

Picton,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leicester 
Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  Bill,  699 
Army  Estimates,  716,  783,  786,  801 
Bu>iiness  of  the  House,  586,  588, 1059, 1S93, 

1472.  1561 
Coroners  Deputies  Bill,  1080 
Dissolution,  1494,  1495,  1573 
Maintenance  of  Footways,  1728 
Nitrate  Railways  Company,  691 
Pheasants  and  Partridges  Eggs,  218,  219 
Public  Elementary  Schools  Bill,  814 
Begent's  Canal,  &c.,  Railway   BiU,  1554, 

1718 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  57,  58 
Temporary  Commissions  Vote,  806,  808 
Uganda,  1278 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
Memo,  on  No.  4  and  5  Bills  pres.  155 

Pier  and  Harbonr  Froirisional  Orders 
BiUs 
(No.  2) 

I.  Bead  8>,  and  passed,  887 

.  [cotU. 


Pier  and  Harbonr  FroTislonal  Orders 

Bills— COM*. 


(No.  3) 

e.  Read      and  passed,  153 
I.  Bead  2»,  and  com.  887 
Bep.  without  Amendt.  1546 
Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1715 


[c.  No.  835] 


[C  No.  368] 


(No.  4) 

c.  Bead  2°,  and  com.  675 
Rep.  with  Amendts.  1001 

Read  8°,  and  passed,  1112 
I.  From  c.  Read  1",  1081 
Read  2",  1547 

Com.,  Rap.,  Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1829 

(No.  5)  [c.  No.  869] 

c.  Bead  2^,  and  com.  575 

Bep.  with  Amendts.  1004 

Bead  S",  and  passed,  1143 
t.  From  c.  Bead  1",  1031 

Read  2<^,  and  com.  1547 

Bead  3»,  and  returned  to  c.  1715 
c.  Amendts.  agreed  to,  1770 
!.  Returned  from  c,  agreed  to,  1828 

Piers  and  Harbours  (Ireland)  Bill 
No.  73] 
Withdrawn,  838 

PiNKERTON,  Mr.  J.,  Gahvay 

Xiough  Neagh  Drainage  Rate,  34 

Playfaib,    Right    Hon.    Sir  Lyon, 
Leeds,  S. 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1194 

Pleuro -Pneumonia 
Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Dr.  Tanner,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  548 

Plowpen,  Sir  "William  C,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, W. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  1606, 1687 

PLUNKET,  Eight  Hon.  D.  E.  {First 
Commissioner  of  Works),  Dublin 
University 
Employees  in  Royal  Parks,  579 
Supply — Art  and  Science  Buildings,  627 
Houses  of  Parliament,  622,  623,  624 
Buildings,  626 

Police  and  Sanitary  Eegulations 
Minutes  of  Com.  to  be  printed,  1770 

Police  as  Biver  Bailiffs 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jaokson,  537 

Police  at  Meetings,  367 

Police  Boot  Contracts 
Q.  Mr.  Dalziel,  A.  Mr.  Matthews.  10 
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Policemen  in  Soldiers  Clothes 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham  (Limerick),  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jaolraon,  198 ;  Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Brodriok,  627 

Police  Protection,  Kilkenny 
Q,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  648 

Police  Returns  Bill  {c  No.  876] 

Read  2",  and  com.  684 
Com.,  Bead  S^,  and  passed,  823 
I.  Prom  c,  Bead  1*,  888 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1546 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1714 
Read  3",  and  passed,  1831 

Political  Meetings,  Soldiers  at,  1280 

Polling  Districts,  Deptford 
Order  of  London  Oounty  Council  pres.  413 

Polling  Irregularity,  County  Council 
Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Sir  Michael  Hioks  Beach, 
1921 

Polling  on  Saturdays,  915 
Polling  Stations,  Sligo 

Q.  Mr.  Kilbride,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  222 

Polynesian  Labour,  Queensland 

Q.  Mr.  John  Ellia,  A.  Baron  de  Wonns,  698 

Debate  in  Supply,  82-108 

Poor  Fund,  London  Common  (Beceiver- 
ship),  1731 

Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  [c-  No. 

276] 
Bead  2»,  563 

Oom.,  Read  Z",  and  passed,  1004 
I.  From  c.  Read  1",  1031 
Read  2",  and  com.  1544 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1714 
Read  3»,  and  passed,  1828 

Portmarnock  Rifle  Range,  381 

Portland  Prison  Officers  Leave,  1833 

Postal  EmpWees  Circular 
In  Supply— cJbs.   Sir  J.  Fergusaon,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Storey,  1123- 
1130 

Postal  Facilities,  Rural  Districts 

Q.  Obs.  Lord  Sandhurst,  Lord  Balfonr,  177 

Postal  Salaries  and  Wages 
Q.  Mr.  Heoniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  James 
Feigusson,  447 


Postmen's  Badges 
Q.  I'Mr,.  Howell,  A.  Six  James  FerguBson, 
1088 


Post  Office  Act  (1891)  Extensioa  Bill 

[c.  No.  378 
Read  2",  and  com.  €87 
Read  3°,  and  passed,  822 
I.  From  c,  Read  1»,  888 
Bead  2",  and  com.  1259 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1447 
Bead  S",  and  passed,  1546 

POST  OFFICE 

Postmaster  Gteneral — Sir  Janus  Ferguaaon 
Allan,  the  late  Mr.  T.  1727 
American  Mails,  208, 1264, 17SS 
Australian  Mails,  902 
Auxiliary  Postmen,  902 
Book  Post  Delivery,  Rome,  188 
Cardiff  New  Post  Office,  452 
Charges  for  Conveying  Mails,  1263 
Circulars  Posted  in  Country,  176 
Civil  Servants  and  Elections,  1665 
Edinburgh  Post  Office,  203 
Foreign  Mails,  Transit  Charges,  1264 
Good-CoMnct  Stripes,  i£e.  1039 
Hyde  Post  Office,  449 
Letter  Cards,  810 
MaTiciiester  Postmen's  Pay,  453 
Mutual  Guarantee  Fund,  203 
Ocean  Penny  Postage,  810,  811 
Postal  Salaries  and  Wayes,  448 
Post  Cards,  Re-addressing  of,  1725 
Post  Office  Vouchers  Destroyed,  1274 
Pwllheli  Post  Office,  646 
Re-addresscd  Letters,  Charges  on,  1266, 1735 
Be-directioii  of  Letters  Abroadf  692 
Rom£,  Book  Post  Delivery,  188 
Rural  Districts  Postal  Arrangements — Mo- 
tion, 112-161 
StamptTtg  of  Circuiars,  176,  453 
Stam^  on  Mail  Steamers,  1035 
Sunday  Labour— Motitm,  1879-1888 
Sw^ly—Post  Office  Vote,  809-812 
Uig  Post  Office,  1282 
Votiiig  Cards  Postage,  361^1295 

Ireland 

Anghavillc  Poafal  Facilities,  190 
Belfast  Pot'tal  Staff,  897 
Bere  Island  Pnstnl  Service,  372 
Dublin  and  Cork  Mails,  208 
Dublin  Sorting  Clerks,  1832 
Dundalk  Mail  Delays,  204 
Ennis — Sub-Postmastership,  445 
Lenamorc  Postmaster,  553,  1042 
Longford  New  Post  Office,  553,  1013 
Missing  Letter  in  Tyrone,  187 
Ovmgh  Letter  Boxes,  531 
SchuU  Postal  Facilities,  190 
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POST  OFFICE— cont. 

Skibbereen  Post  O^,  1270 
Westmeath  Postal  Service,  Hi 

Telegraphs 

Advances,  Beso.  in  Com.  688,  814 
Hacketatoion,  Telegraph  for,  1289 
Supply—Salaries,  £e.,  1123-1180 

Supplementary  Vote,  1075 
Telegraph  Companies  and  Mr.  Allan,  1727 
TeUgrapha  BUI,  821, 1B78, 1787-1790 

PowEiiL,  Sir  Francis  8.»  Wigan 
Mersey  and  Inrell  (Pxerentioii  of  FolluUon) 

BiU,  623 

Public  Health  Aots  Amendment  Bill,  1102, 

1103 

Public  Libraries  Law  Conscdidatioii  BUI, 
1106, 1107, 1108, 1109 

FaiCB,  Captain  G.  E.,  Devanport 

Navy  Estimates,  698,  599,  602,  616 

Prison  Hoars  of  Labour,  531 

Prison  Medical  Officers 
Q.  Dr.  Farquhaison,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1726 

Prison  Officials*  Leave,  Portland 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1833 

Prisons  Staff  (Scotland)  Grievances 
g.  Mr.  Wallace,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  375 

Prison  Warders  Pay,  &c. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Pease,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  207  ;  Q. 
Mr.  Edward  Knatohboll-Hugessen,  A. 
Mr.  Matthews,  1168 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bills 

J.  Standing  Orders  92  and  93  suspended,  325 
Orders  of  16  March  discharged,  1601 
Beso.  (Earl  of  Morley),  Amendts.  1649 

Fiivate  Bill  Procedure  Bill  [c-  No.  242] 
Withdrawn,  687 

Private  Bills,  Standing  Orders,  1549 

Private  Bills 

Returns  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lagan,  1386 

Prize  Fight,  Gbves,  150,  540 
Prorogation,  Date  of,  1472 

Public  Accounts  Committee 
Fourth  Report  brought  np,  1216 


Fnblio  AnthoritieB  Protection  Bill  Cc. 

No.  389] 
Prom  I.,  Read  1«,  415 
Read  2»>  and  com.  1640 
Withdrawn.  1748 

Public  Bills 
Betum  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lapu),  1887 

Public  Elementary  Sohoob  BUI  No. 

371] 

2R.  deferred,  814,  1142 
Withdrawn,  1389 

Public  Health  Aota  Amendment  Bill 

No.  224] 

Com.  Amendts.  Rep.  1101-1106 

Read  3°,  and  passed,  1496 
I.  From  c.  Read  1',  1549 

Read  2",  and  com.  1715 

Bep.  without  Amendt.  1792 

Bead  3",  and  passed,  1886, 1915 
c.  Amoidteconudered,  1928 

Public  Health  (Interments)  Act  (1879) 
Amendment  Bill  [c-  No.  107] 
Withdrawn,  6S7 

PnbUc  Health  (Scotland)  Proriaional 
Order  (Bathgate  Water)  BiU  [•:•  No. 

348] 

Rep.  without  Amendt.  323 
Read  3°,  and  passed,  412 
I.  Prom  c,  Read  S",  and  com.  1088 
Bead  3%  and  passed,  1460 

Public  Houses,  Children  in,  372 
Public  Libraries  Law  (tensoUdation  BiU 

[c.  No.  143] 

c.  Com.  deferred,  1003 

Read  3",  and  passed,  1389 
I.  Fromc,  Read  1%  1448 

Read  2",  and  com.  1679 

Com..  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1831 

Bead  8>,  and  passed,  1886 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  376 

Public  Petitions 
Twelfth  Report  of  Com.  brought  up,  1216 
Betum  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lagan),  1387 

Public  'Works  Loan  Bill  [c  No.  417] 

Intro.  Sir  J.  Gorst ;  Read  1",  1146 
Read  2°,  and  com.  1215 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1498 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1642  • 
I.  From  c.  Read  1>,  1717 
Debate,  1793 ;  Read  2«,  and  com.  1803 
Com.,  Amendts  made,  1877 
Read  3»,  and  returned  to  c.  1903 
From  c,  Amendts  agreed  to,  1915, 1930 
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Purchase  Officers  Grievances 

Q.  Sir  Charles  Fraser,  A.  "Sir.  Edward 

Stanhope,  907 

Purdie,  Mr.,  Arrest  of 
Q.  Mr.  Richard  Chamberlain,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 

Lowther,  1273 

Pwllheli  Post  Office 
Q.  Kir.  Samuel  Evans,  A.  Sir  Jazoes  Fer- 

gu»iBoi:i,  546 

Qnalifloatioii  of  Voters  (Onardians)  Bill 

[c.  No.  416] 
■   latro.  Mr.  Morton ;  Head  lo,  1146 

Queen's  College  Students,  1281 
Queensland,  Polynesian  Labour,  693 

Qaestions  without  Notice 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Holden,  A.  Mr.  Speaker,  51 

Radnorshire  Chief  Constable 
Q.  Colonel  Hill,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1268 

Bailway  Accidents 
Copy  of  Report  pres.  1771 
Coyy  of  Return  pres.  1771 

Eailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act  (1888) 
Amendment  Bill  [c  No.  416] 

Intro.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  ;  Road  1°,  1146 
Bead  2°,  and  com.  1215 
Com.,  Read  S",  and  parsed,  1389 
I.  From  c.  Read  1*  1448 
Read  2*,  and  com.  1678 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1828 
Read  3>,  and  passed,  1886 

Bailway  Block  System,  1459 

Railway  Continuous  Brakes 
Copy  of  Returns  pres.  1771 

Bailway  Rates  and  Chaises  Provisional 
Order  (North  Eastern,  &c.)  Bill 

I.  Read  3»,  5 ;  Amendt.  negatived,  12 

Railway  Returns 
Capital,  Traffic,  &e.,  pres.  1006 

Railway  Ser\'ants  (Houi's  of  Labour) 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.  brought  up,  576 
Inspectors  Reports,  Return  pres.  688 

Q.  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  695;  Q.  Mr.  Maclure,  A.  Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  1052 ;  g.  Mr.  John 
Ellis,  Mr.  Channing.  .1.  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  1283;  Q.  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Bolton, 
A.  Sir  Michael  Hickii  Beach,  1729 

[eont. 


Railway  Servants  {Hmirs  of  Labour)— qooA. 
Hours  of  Duty  exceeding  Ten,  Return  pres. 
1771 

Hours  of  Duty  exceeding  Twelve,  Return 
pres.  1771 

Railways  (General  Report) 
Board  of  Trade  Report  pres.  1006 

Railways,  Highlands,  659,  905 

Railways  (Times  of  Trains) 
Return  pres.  1772 

Rankin,  Mr.  J.,  Herefordshire,  Leo- 
minster 
Evening  Technical  Schools,  1276 
Pensions  (Old  Age)  (No.  2)  BiU,  Intro.  114& 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C,  Essex,  S.E. 

Derby  Day,  382 

Navy  Estimates,  609,  611,  612 

Sheemess  Fishing  Grounds,  533 

Rates  and  Tolls,  Canals,  905 

Ratbmore,  Skeletons  at 

Q.  Mr.  Carew,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1265 

Ravenswobth,  Earl  of 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Bail- 
way,  Ac,  Bill,  3 

Reay,  Frederick  (Industrial  School) 
Q.  Sir  H.  Havelock-AUan,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
1468 

Reciprocity  with  Canada 
Reso.  Earl  of  Dunraven,  13 ;  i^reed  to,  27 

Aecreation  Gronnds  Bill  [c-  No.  20i] 

Withdrawn,  1006 

Recruiting 

Q.  Dr.  Farqnharson,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  1050 

Re-direction  of  Letters 
Q.  Mr.  Hoyle,  A.  Sir  James  Fergnsson,  691 ;. 
Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Gardner,  A.  Sir  James 
Fergusson,  1266 ;  Q.  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton, 
A:  Sir  James  Fet^sson,  1725 

Reed,  Sir  Edward  J.,  Cardiff 
Cardiff  New  Post  Office,  452 

Reed,  Mr.  H.  Byron,  Bradford,  E. 

Brazilian  Emigrants,  1041 
Derby  Day,  390 

Leeds  and  Bradford  Barracks,  1451 

Reformatory  Schools  Bill  [c-  No-  402} 

Intro.  Mr.  Matthews  ;  Bead  l",  620 
Withdrawn,  1006 
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Segenf  s  Canal,  City,  and  Docks  Railway 
Bill 

Motion  as  to  Standing  Orders,  1654 
e.  Conaiderad,  Bead  9',  1718 

Be  ID,  Mr.  Robert  T.,  Dumfries,  Ac. 
Witnesses  Protection  BiU,  1091 

Belief  Works,  KUcrohane 

Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly,  Mr.  Plynn,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  214 

Bentoul,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Down,  E. 
National  Education  (Ireland)  BiU,  258, 1168, 
1176 

Beporting  Parliamentary  Debates,  557, 
1578 

Betired  Naval  Pay  (Dr.  Blaxall) 

Q.  Admiral  Field,  A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  116S 

Betiring  Pensions,  Lient. -Colonels 

Q.  Sir  Charles  Praser,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  1041 
Beuter's  Parliamentary  Debates,  1578 

RlBBLESDALE,  Lord 

^maU  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1396, 1898, 
1406,  1417,  1418 

Richmond  and  Gordon,  Duke  of 
Manchester,   Sheffield,   and  liincolnshire 

Railway,  &c.,  Bill.  4 
arar  Peerage,  1700, 1705, 1885 
Hallway  Rates,  &c.  (North  Eastern,  &c.), 
BiU,  9, 11 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  846,  850, 
1426,  1437,  1441, 1444,  1538 

Bichmond  and  Mountjoy  Prisons 
Betom  moved  for  (Mr.  T.  Healy),  152 

Bifle  Banges 

New  Forest,   Q.  Mr.  S.  Lefevre,  A.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  48;  Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Mr, 

Brodrick,  377, 14C7  ;  Q.  Sir  J.  Bain,  A.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  553  ;  Q.  5Ir.  Stanley  Leighton, 

A.  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope,  915 
Dundalk,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Edward 

Stanhope,  691 ;   Q.  Mr.  Joseph  Nolan, 

A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  1723 
Portmamocic,  Q.  Sir  Charles  Fraser,  Mr. 

Timothy  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  381 
Tarmouih,  Q.  Sir  H.  TVler,.!.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

laso 

Bights  of  Way  (Scotland)  (Ho-  2)  Bill 

[c.  No.  156] 
Withdrawn,  1215 

Bingstead  School,  Gonscienoe  Clause, 
190,  693 


River  Bailiffs,  Police  as,  537 


BITCHIE,  Bight  Hon.  C.  T.  (President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board), 
Toioer  Hamlets,  St.  George's 

Casual  Wards  BUI,  2R.  1076 

Footways  Maintenance,  1728 

Free  Libraries  Inquiries,  659 

Insanitary  Workshops,  1456 

London  Common  Poor  Fund,  1731 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  BiU,  1101, 

1104,  1105 
Saturday  PoUing,  1838-1841 
Supply — Local  Government  Department,  659 
Vaccination  Commission,  807.  808 
Vaccination  Proaecntions,  1464 

Roads  and  Bridges,  Scotland 
Q.  Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  A.  Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfour.  560 

BoBEBTS,  Mr.  J.  Brjm,  Carnarvonshire^ 
Eifion 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  BiU,  190 

RoBEBTSON,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  BiU,  480 
Criminal  Conspiracy  Law,  408 
Farmer's  Alliance,  Intimidation,  53,  221 
461 

Sunderland  Shipping  Disputes,  39 

Turkish  Tribute,  443 

Witnesses  Protection  BUI,  1090, 1096 

Robinson,  Miss,  and  Army  Chaplains 

Q.  Mr.   A.  Hargreaves   Brown,   A.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  454 

Boburite  in  Mines 
Q,  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  S34 

RoBY,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Lancashire,  S.E.,. 

Eccles 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  499,  K)4 
Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  FoUution). 

Bill,  526 
ParUamentary  Writs,  556 
Supply— Civil  Services  Vote,  296,  301.  804 

RoLLiT,  Sir  Albert  K.,  Islington,  S. 
Alkali,  Ac,  Works  Bill,  566 
Business  of  the  House,  583 
CivU  Bin  Courts  (Ireland)  BiU,  569 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  BUI,  1101,. 

1102,  1103,  1104,  1105,  1496 
FubUo  Libraries  Law  ConsoUdatlon  BIU, 

1107, 1108 

Technical  and  Industrial  Institutions  BUI, 

585 

Witnesses  Protection  BUI,  1087 

Boutes  to  Pacific  Station 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  A.  Lord  G.  HamUton, 
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EowLANDs,  Mr.  James,  Finsbury,  E. 
DisBolution,  1492 

Factory  Clause  in  Irish  Contracts,  201 
Lobs  of  Life  at  Sea,  1724 
Ship-owning  Magistrates,  1724 

Boyal  Parks — Employees 
Q.  Sir  Biohaxd  Temple,   Mr.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Mr.  Dixon-Harttond,  A.  Mr. 
Plonket.  679 

"  Bovftl  Sovereign,"  H.M.S. 
Q.  Mr.  Mather,  A.  Lord  George  Hamilton, 
460 

Royalties  on  Slate  Quarries,  374 

Boyal  Warrant,  Article  72 
Q.  Obs.  Vlsoount  Ozenbridge,  Earl  Brown- 
low,  27 

Bural  Districts  Postal  Service 

Keso.  SirE.  Birkbeck,  112-151 

Bural  Labourers  Cottages  Bill  No. 

138] 

Withdrawn,  823 

Bush  Harboiir 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Sir  John  Gotst. 

537 

BussELL,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  S. 
National  Eduoation  (Ireleoid)  BiU,  340,  247 

Bussian  Interpreters  in  the  British 

AriEy 

Q.  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  689 

Sale  of  Intozioating  Liquors  to  Children 

(No.  2)  BiU  [c.  No.  386] 
Intro.  Mr.  Conybeara,  Bead  824 

SALISBURY,  Marquess  of  (Prime 
Minister  and  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Aflfairs) 
Accumulations  Bill,  1691, 1895 
Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  (Payments) 
Bill,  1718 

CouBolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BiU, 
1717 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  (Ire- 
land (No.  2)  BiU,  1684 

Manchester,,  Sheffield  and  Linoolnshire 
Railway,  &t>.,  Bill,  3,  4 

Naval  Knights  of  Windnor  Bill,  1227 

Public  Works  Loans  BiU,  1717 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  BiU,  IB.  83; 
Com.  1397,  1415,  1416,  1421,  1437, 1448, 
1627, 1628,  1531, 1635,  1648 

Uganda  Disturbances,  626,  828 

Vaccination  Commission,  335,  836 

Women's  Suffrage  Bill,  1866 


Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fidieries  BiU 

[c  No.  268] 

Adj.  Debate,  152 
Bead  3°,  and  passed,  324 
I.  Bead  2*,  and  com.  1666 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1902 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amend- 

ment  BiU  [c  No.  112] 
Bep.  from  Select  Com.,  and  Be-com.  412 

Salt  Tax,  1638 

Saltoun,  Lord 
Mar  Peerage,  1703 

SmaU  A^cultural  Holdings  BiU,  1430, 
1444 

Sandhubst,  Lord 

Emily  WiUiams,  Fever  Case,  1819 
X/ord  Wantage's  Committee,  831 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  173 
Postal  FaciUties,  Circulars,  176 
Public  Libraries  Law  Consolidation  BiU, 
1679 

Sandts,  Colonel  T.  M.,  Lancashire, 
S.W.,  BooUe 

Army  Estimates,  742 
Naml  Beserre  Uniform,  1461 

Sanitary  Conference  at  Venice 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  "Hv.  3.  W.  Lowtber,  310 

Sasine  Office,  Edinburgh 
Q.  Dr.  Chtrk,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  17S7 

Saturday  Polling 
Q.  Mr.  James  Stuart,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
916 

Savings  Banks 
Beturn  pres.  {Mr.  Maclure),  1932 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 

Acooimts  pres.  828 

Scariff  Pier 
Q.  Mr.  Cox,  A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  446, 1560 

School    Accommodation,  Ashendon, 
1037 

School  Board  for  London  (Superannua- 
tion) BiU  [c-  No.  96] 
c.  Read  2",  and  com.  1383 

Schoolrooms,  Meetings  in,  376 

SchuU  (B.  and  W.)  Postal  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly,  A.  Sir  James  Fergusson, 
190 
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ScHWAMN,  Mr.  C.  E.,  ManchssUr,  N. 
Income  Tax,  4S5,  1053 
ludi&n  Soldiers  Mortality,  645 
Manchester  PoBtmen's  ea.j,  468 

Soienoe  and  Art  Department  Regula- 
tions 

Q.  Mr.  Angus  Sntharland,  A.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke,  698 

Scotch  Local  Taxation 
Q.  Mr.  Mark  Stemrt,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson, 


Scotch  Prisons 
Q.  Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham,  A.  Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  1373 

Scotch  University  Tests,  1290 


SCOTLAHIk 

Secretary  for—JforgtUM  of  LoOuan 
Lord  AdTOoata— Sir  C.  J.  I^trson 
Solicitor  General— Kr.  A.  Q.  Murray 

Access  to  Scotch  Mountains,  215 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  Bill,  935-963, 1386, 
1676, 1930 

Culrain  and  Lochinver  Railway,  695,  906, 
1048 

Dumfries  Bonded  Vfarehouses,  1036 
Early  Scottish  History,  Books  on,  1282 
Edinburgh  In^ectorship  of  Taxes,  1726 
Education  and  Loeal  Taxatim  Belief  BOl, 
391-406 

Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Bill,  1029,  1736 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland)  Expenses,  1745 
General  Police  and  Improvement  Provisional 

Order  (Inverness)  Bill,  574 
Port  Glasgow  School  Board,  314 
Removal  Terms  in  Scotland,  196 
Boads  and  Bridges,  Scotland,  669 
Sasine  Office,  1727 
Scotch  Local  Taxation,  223 
ScoUh  Prison  Staff,  375,  667, 1273 
Smibster  Harbour,  1054,  1354 
Stomps  and  Taxes  Comptroller,  1052 
Supply — CoUmisation  of  Crofters,  1073 
Crofters  Commission,  664 
Puhlie  Education,  680, 1060 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  662 
Varvma  Scottish  Votes  (not  debated),  662- 
680 

Thurso  and  Serabster  Harbour,  1354 
,  University  Teste,  1390 
Wishaw  BuUding  Society,  45 

Scottish  History  (Picts  and  Scots) 
Q.  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  A,  Sir 
0.  J.  Pearson,  1282 


Serabster  Harbour 
Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  A.  Mr^ 
Oosohen,  1054 

Sea-going  War  Ships,  Return,  1644 

Sea,  Lose  of  Life  at,  1724 

Secondary  School  Teachers  B^iiBtratioii: 
Bill  [c.  No.  241]  ■  . 

Bead  3*,  and  com.  1890 

Sblborne,  Earl  of 
Accumulations  BiU,  1023,  1026,  1542 
Mar  Peerage,  1694 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1636 

Select  Committees 
Return  of  Numbers  ordered,  1004 

Settled  Land  Act 
Q.,  Obs.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Tha^ 
Lord  Chancellor,  81 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast,  W. 

Aimy  Estimates,  792,  797 

Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  ^11, 1495 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Astylmns)  Bill^ 

439 

Belfast  Factory  Accidents,  899 

Belfast  Postal  StafF,  697 

Business  of  the  House,  58,  464,  582,  586,. 

588,  921, 1499 
Cavan  Guardians  Costs,  669, 1110, 1111,1116 
Civil  BUI  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  568 
Civil  Service  Writers,  897 
Compulsory  Education  (Ireland),  689,  911 
Dumfries  Bonded  Warehouses,  1036 
Dundalk  Rifle  ^nge,  891 
Enlistment  under  Age,  892 
Expiring  Laws  Contmnance  Bill,  1382 
Galvay  Infirmary  BUI,  1378 
Orevstones  Harbour,  538 
Irish  ConstabulaiT  Pensions,  533, 1034 
Kingstown  and  Eingsbridge  Railway  BiU, 

1164 

Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  BiU,  666, 
1130,1134,  1138,  1189,  1140,  1141,  1379, 

1381 

Lenamore  Postmaster,  653 

Longford  Post  Office,  653 

National  Education  (Ireland)  BUI,  226,  S41» 
242,  258,  279,  281,  286,  560,  562,  699, 1167, 
1159,  1160,  1161,  1162,  1168,  1166,  1167, 
1179,  1181,  1186,  1187.  1188,  1189,  1190, 
1191,  1192.  1193,  1194,  1196,  1196,  1197, 
1198,  1199,  laOO,  1201,  1202,  1203,  1204, 
1305,  1306,  1S07,  1208,  1296.  1301,  1305, 
1808,  1310,  1313,  1315,  1316,  1318,  1319, 
1830,  1321,  1322,  1323,  1324,  1325,  1826, 
1327,  1328,  1329,  1330,  1331,  1333,  1383, 
1334,  1336,  1336 

Painting  Contracts,  Dublin,  912 

Patent  Fees,  899 

Poor  Law  Schools  (Ireland)  BUI,  563,  665 
School  Accommodation,  Ireland,  194 
Sub-letting  of  Contracts  in  Ireland,  199, 
200 
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■  Sexton,  Mr.  T.— coni. 

Supply— Chief  Secretary's  Office,  1111, 1115 
1116 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Office,  975 
Ordnance  Surveys,  631,  632 
Public  Worlis,  Ireland,  1059,  1110 
Statistics,  Ireland,  991,  992 
Teachers  Pension  Fund,  378,  454 

Sheerness  Fishing  Grounds 
Q.  Major  Basch,  683 

Sheriff  Courts  (ScoUand)  Extraets  Bill 

I.  Com.,  Rep,  and  Re-com.  29 
Rep,  without  Amendt.  337 
Bead  3",  and  passed,  886 

Shillelagh  Union  Election 
Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson. 
547,  1089 

Shipowning  Magistrates 
Q.  Mr.  James  Bowlands,  A.  "iSx.  Matthews, 
1724 

Shipping  Oasualties.  1890-91 
Returns  pres.  1007 

Shipping  Federation  Company,  37 

Shooting  a  British  Seaman,  Malta,  362 

Shop  Hours  Bill  [c  No.  26] 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  and  Re-com.  1S88 
Com.,  Rep.,  Read  3",  and  passed,  1748 

I.  Prom  c,  Read  1»,  1718 
Read  2",  and  com.  1804-1809 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  187B 
Bead      and  passed,  1903, 191S 

c.  Amendts.  considered,  agreed  to,  1927 

SiDEBOTHAM,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Cheshire,  Hyde 

Hyde  Post  Office  Site,  449 

SiDMOUTH,  Viscount 
(Hbialtar  Dock,  1255, 1258 
Gibraltar  Sanitary  Board,  1250 
Naval  ArtiUery  Volunteers,  1646, 1714 
Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill,  1S22 

SiNCZ<AiB,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Falhirle, 

Army  Estimates,  731 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  ftc.  Bill,  398 

Factory  Inspection,  581 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 

Bill,  429,  436 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  240 
Supply— Civil  Services,  321 

Education  Department,  670, 671 

Sittings  of  the  House 
Return  ordered  (Mr.  M'Lagan),  1366 

Skeletons  at  Bathmore,  1265 


Skibbereen  Post  Office 
Q.  Mr.  Thomas  Healy, 
Fergusson,  1270 


[Spe 

A.   Sir  James 


Slate  Quarries,  Eoyalties  on 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd   George,    A.  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  374 

Sligo  Polling  Stations 
Q,  Mr.  Kilbride,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  222 

Small  Affriotiltaral  Holdiiuni  Bill  [<• 

No.  188] 

e.  Consideration,  New  Clauses,  54 ;  Read  3^, 
79 

I.  Read  1«  [No.  139],  33 
Debated,  832 ;  Read  2»,  886 
Com.,  Ai;nendts.  made,  1394-1445 
Rep.  of  Amendts.  1523 ;  agreed  to,  1536 
Amendt.  negatived ;  Read  3',  1645 
c.  Amendts.  from  I.  agreed  to,  1751-1760 
/.  Returned  from  c.  agreed  to,  1827 

SmaU  Holdings  BiU  \c-  No.  148] 

Withdrawn,  1389 

SuiTH,  Mr.  J.  Parker,  Lartark,  Partick 
Supply — Public  Education,  Scotland,  679 

Smith,  Mr.  Samuel,  Flintshire 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  BUI, 
1350,  1361 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  1606, 1619 
Polynesian  Labonr,  Qnronsland,  91,  106 

SHiTH-BAitBY,  Mr.  A.  H.  (see  Barby) 

Soldiers  at  Political  Meetings 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Ur.  Brodriok,  1280 

Soldiers  Mortality,  Indii^,  545 
Solicitors  Appientioes  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  86] 
Withdrawn.  1113 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dublin 
Q.  Mr.  Joseph  Nolan,  A.  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson, 1882 

Spain,  Commercial  Treaties 
Q.  Mr.  Mather,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  458 

i^peaher,  Slie  (Bight  Eon.  Arthub 
Wellebley  Pebi.),  Warvmh  and 
Jjeamington 

mSCELLANSOUS 
Order  of  Debate,  27th  May,  67,  70,  78,  161, 
152  ;  SlBt  May,  361,  387  ;  2nd  June,  467, 
484,  485.  610,  516  ;  9th  June,  684.  685; 
10th  June,  689,  614,  819  ;  13th  June,  931, 
963;  14th  Jam,  1080,  1095;  16th  June, 
U67, 1209;  16th  June,  1346.  1361.  1888  ; 
17th  June,  1495;  aoth  June,  1655,  16G3. 
1640;  alst  June,  1744  ;  22ttd  June,  1772 
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Speaker,  The — cont. 

Irrelevancy,  27th  May,  146  ;  2nd  June,  481, 
482,  496 ;  13th  June,  691 ;  14th  June, 
1099 

Declining  to  put  Question,  31st  May,  391 
A^umentative  Questions,  3rd  June,  551 
Remarks  out  of  order,  20th  June,  1640; 
23rd  June,  1843 

RULINGS 

Sir  WiUrid  Lawson  :  "On  a  point  of  Order, 
may  I  respectfully  ask  whether  the  notice 
of  Amendment  to  the  Motion  put  on  the 
Paper  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Sydney  Oedge)  is  in  Order,  and  whe- 
ther it  can  be  discussed?  " 

Mr.  SPBAKEE— 

"  I  should  prefer  to  give  my  ruling  when 
the  question  arises.  But  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  not  in  order  on  a  Motion  of  that 
kind,  which,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
fiouse,  has  a  special  precedence  accorded 
to  it,  to  move  a  "reasonable  "Amend- 
ment, as  a  reason  why  the  Motion  should 
not  be  granted.  It  wonld  be  dragging  the 
House  into  the  discussion  of  a  question 
utterly  irrelevant  to  the  subject,  and  it 
might  lead  to  a  long  debate  on  a  question 
of  general  morality  not  exclusively  con- 
nected with  the  Derby  Day." — 30th  May, 
224 


"Sir  Henry  James :  "  I  rise  to  order,  Sir.  We 
have  now  been  occupied  over  an  hour  in 
discussing,  on  the  Motion  for  Third  Read- 
ing, a  clause  which  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Bill.  The  matter  was  raiwd  to 
meet  some  personal  attack  ;  but  I  ask  you, 
Sir,  whether  it  is  in  Order  to  carry  on  a 
protracted  diBcussion  on  matter  which  is 
not  contained  in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  ?  " 

Mr.  Speakeb — 
"  I  have  allowed  the  discussion  to  go  on  as 
long  as  it  has  done  so  as  to  permit  of  per- 
aonal  explanations.  ,  Then  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
a  claase  was  withdrawn.  Of  course,  a 
discussion  of  the  circomutances  under 
which  a  bridge  was  proposed  to  be  built, 
and  the  application  of  the  betterment 
principle  to  it,  is  unnecessary  now,  as  the 
clause  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bill. 
—2nd  June,  437 


Mr.  Henniker  Heaton:  "I  appeal  to  the 
House  and  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  say  if 
this  thing  is  to  continue  any  longer  ?  " 

Mr.  Speaker — 
"I  have  never  known  a  Bill  on  Bepoct 
debated  in  this  way.  I  have  never  known 
sooh  elementary  and  long  speeches  made 
on  every  Amendment ;  and  I  must  say 
that  if  this  sort  of  thing  continues  the 
House  hot  the  remedy  in  its  own  hands." 
—2nd  June,  505 


Uri  Arthur  O'Connor:  "  I  wish  to  ask  the 
SjMaker  whether  it  is  in  Order  for  the 
Fint  Lord  of  the  Tiearai;  to  introdooa 

[pout. 


Speaker,  The— con/. 

the  Motion  for  Adjounmieut  on  the 
Paper  in  the  middle  of  the  Orders  of  the 
Day  ?  It  is  necessary  that  a  notice  of 
that  kind  should  be  taken  at  the  com- 
mencement of  business.  I  would  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  on  Tuesday, 
24th  May,  1880,  the  Adjourned  Debate  on 
the  Parliamentary  Oaths  Bill  stood  first 
on  the  Paper,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
Brand  then  held  that  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment  over  the  Derby  Day,  which 
stood  lower  on  the  Paper,  bod  the  prece- 
dence. A  singular  disadvantage  would  be 
attached  to  tjio  arrangement  if  the  matter 
were  brought  on  at  ten  minutes  to  seven, 
and  any  hon.  Member  wished  to  move  aa 
Amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  Speaker — 
"  The  ruling  of  my  predecessor  was  given  in 
1882 ;  but  since  that  time,  in  1888,  a 
Standing  Order  has  been  passed  allowing 
the  Oovemment  to  arrange  its  bnsiness, 
whether  Orders  of  the  Day  or  Notices  of 
Motion,  as  they  think  fit,  and  that  course 
has  been  followed  on  several  occasions." 

Mr.  O'Connor :  "  May  I  ask  whether  (he 
Motion  could  be  proceeded  with  if  it  were 
taken  at  ten  minutes  to  seven,  and  were 

unopposed  ?  " 

Mr.  SpeaSeb — 
"  No."— 8  June,  661 


Mr.  Speakeb- 
"  Order,  order  I   I  am  sorry  to  say  that  that 
addition  would  be  an  enlaigement  of  the 
Instruction,  which  would  require  notice." 

Mr.  Sexton  :  "  May  I  explain  that  without  the 
addition  I  greatly  fear  the  effect  would  be 
to  defeat  the  object  of  the  scheme  of  the 
Government?  If  notice  be  necessary,  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
postpone  his  Instruction." 

Mr.  Speaker — 
"Probably  the  preferable  course  would  be 
to  pat  oft  the  Instruction  nntil  the  Amend- 
ment can  be  moved.   Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman {^ve  notice  now  ?  " 

Mr.  Sexton:  "Yes,  I  give  notice  now." — 
3  June,  563. 


Mr.  Labouchere:  "With  your  permission, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  ask  whether  any 
report  is  to  be  made  to  the  House  as  to 
the  retirement  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  upon  the  North  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company's  Bill  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Hull  Docks  and  other  purposes,  after 
the  hearing  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence  ; 
and  what  effect  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Chairman  has  had  on  the  finding  of  the 
Committee?" 

Mr.  SpeaKkb— 

**  In  reply  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member,  I  have  to  say  that  a  few  minutes 
before  the  Committee  sat  on  Friday  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Islington  (Mr.  Richard  Chamberlain)  came 
to  me  and  informed  me  thatjie  was  midar 
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some  doabt  as  to  his  being  qnalified  to 
adjudicate  on  the  Bill  in  consequence  of 
some  interest  he  had  in,  I  think,  the  North 
Eastern  Bailway  Company,  who  are  pro- 
moteiB,  I  believe,  of  the  Hull  Doclts  Bill. 
I  had  no  time  to  refer  to  any  preoedente ; 
the  Ccmimittee  was  aboat  to  sit,  and  I 
recommended  the  bon.  Memberto  take  the 
course  I  should  have  considered  it  my  duty 
to  take  under  like  circumstances,  haTing 
doubt  as  to  my  competency  to  adjudicate 
upon  a  Bill.  I  had  the  less  doubt  in 
recommending  him  to  take  that  course, 
inasmuch  as  his  vithdrajral  would  not  in 
any  way  invalidate  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee ;  and  the  three  hon.  Gentlemen 
left  on  the  Committee — the  Chairman 
having  withdrawn  from  adjudication  and 
taking  no  furtherpart  in  the  proceedings  - 
would  be  competent  to  choose  another 
Chairman  in  his  place,  and  proceed  to  deal 
with  their  Report.  This  they  did,  and,  as 
I  am  inf<nmed,  threw  out  the  Bill.  A 
Report  has,  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  House,  been  made  to  the 
House  that  Mr.  Richard  Chamberlain — 
'Having  stated  he  was  unable  to  take 
further  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Gommittoe  on  acootrnt  of  his  being  a 
shareholder  in  the  NorUi  Eastern  Bailway 
Company  did  not  further  attend  the  Com- 
mittee.' That  being  the  case,  I  do  not 
know  that  the  House  has  any  remedy  in 
its  hands.  Though  the  Chairman  con- 
sidered himself  disqualified  to  act,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  were  not 
invalidated  ab  initio  or  in  any  part,  and 
in  preparing  their  Report  the  Committee 
came  to  the  decision  to  throw  out  the  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  the  House  has  any  action 
to  take  in  the  matter."— S7  July,  193& 


JtpntB  Speaher    and  Chairman  op 

Committees  (Right  Hon.  L.  H. 
Courtney)  ,  Camwall,  Bodmin — 
(see  also  Courtnby) 
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^3,  296,  806  ;  9  June,  596,  638,  679; 

18.7«n«,97;  14<run«,1086;  IS  June,1187, 

1196,  1204,  1218;  16  .Tune.  1296,  1301, 

1881, 1832 
brdevancy,  13  June,  940 
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Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUimr,  1051, 
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Water  Companies  (B«nilation  of  FowersV 

BiU,  170 

STANHOPE,  Bight  Hon.  E.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War),  X«noo2n- 

shire,  HomcasiU 
British  East  Africa  Company,  906 
Cordito  Powder,  794 
Dundalk  Rifle  Range,  891 
Enlistment  under  Age,  892 
New  Forest  Rifle  Ruige,  916 
Purchase  Officers  Grievances,  907 
Supply — Army  Estimates,  717,  732,  748- 
760,  761,  772,  775 

Chelsea  Pensions,  801 

Miscellaneous  Services,  796 

Ordnance  Factories,  803 

Transport  and  Bemonnts,  789, 790, 708 

Volunteer  Corps,  Fay,  fto.,  78S,  788, 
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Bill,  1849 
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Bill,  6 
Settled  Land  Act,  31 
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Statistical  Abstract  (Colonies) 
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Copy  pres.  1006 

Statute  Law  Bevision 
Bep.  from  Joint  Com.  brought  up,  lOOA 

Statute  Law  BeTision  Bill 

I.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.  886 
Com.,  Standing  Order  negatived.  Bead  8*, 
1080 

c.  Prom  I.,  Read  1«»  [No.  411],  1144 

Read  30,  and  com.  1214 
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1108, 1109 
Supply— Post  Office,  1128 

Btreet  and  Waller,  Partridge  Eggs, 
218-320,  554 

Stuaet,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  BoxUm 
Dissolution,  1486,  1468 
London  County  Council  (Genetftl  Powers) 

BiU,  432,  433 
Saturday  Polling,  916 

Sub-letting  in  Irish  Contracts 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Boxton,  Mr.  J.  Rowlands, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  Sir  J.  Oorst,  199,  301 

Suez  Canal,  Petroleum  in,  50,  368, 543, 
544,  692, 1043, 1046,  1287,  1457, 
1730 

Correspondenoe  pres.  fi94 

SuLijivAN,  Mr.  Donal,  Weatmeath,  S. 
Brideswell  Licensing  Cases,  444 
LoughnaTalley  Postal  Facilities,  444 

StruMEBB,  Mr.  W.,  HtiddersjUld 

'  Cyprus  Tribute,  205 
Factory  Inspection,  581 
Indian  National  Congress,  903 

Sunday  Labour,  Post  Office 
Motion,  Earl  of  Harrowby,  Lord  Balfour, 
1879 

Sunday  Scenes  in  Waterford 

Q.  Mr.  Lea,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  189 

Sunderland  Shipping  Trade  Disputes 

Q.  Mr.  Fenwiok,  Mr.  Milvain,  Mr.  BobertBon, 
Mr.  C.  Qraham,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  88 

Snperannoation  Acts  Amendment  (ITo.  2) 

Bill  [e-  No.  276] 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  Re-com.  [No.  410] 

1143 

Com.,  Read  3°,  and  passed,  1888 
/.  From  c.  Read  1*,  1449 
Bead  2*.  and  com.  1548 
Com.,  Bep.  without  Amendt.  1714 
Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1837 

Superrisors,  Inland  Bevenue,  1466 
SUPPLY 

ARMY  ESTIMAT3S  1892-98. 
Votes  1  to  16  in  Com.  10  June,  700.605; 
Reported  18  June,  996 
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CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Vora  ON  ACOODHT. 

£4,632,360,  Com.  27  May,  80 ;  30  May.  389 : 

Report  31  May,  405 
{For  lAst  of  Votet,  see  p.  40S) 

Cms  I. 

Votes  18  to  30  in  Com.  9  June,  619^; 
Report  10  Jun«.  817 

Cubs  11 

Votes  81  to  61  In  Com.  9  June,  688^; 
Report  10  JtHV,  817 

Class  III. 

Votes  6S  to  75  In  Com.  9  June,  664-669 
Report  10  June,  818 

CUlAS  TV. 

Votes  76  to  85  in  Com.  9  June,  070-680; 
Report  10  June,  818 

Cl^ASSBa  v.,  VI.  AND  VH. 
Votes  17  to  29  In  Com.  10  June,  805-809 ; 
Report  13  June,  996 

Bbtzno  Dbpabtubhts. 
Votes  30  to  34  in  Com.  10  June,  809-812; 
30  to  S3,  Report  13  June,  1001 ;  84,  Report 
14  June,  1123-1130 

iBELAHn — ClASOTB  I  TO  VI. 

Votes  1  to  SS  in  Com.  18  June,  964^ ; 
Report  14  June,  1109-1133 

SUPPLKMESTAKY. 

Votes  1  to  10  in  Com.  14  June,  1069-1076 
Report  15  June,  1309 


NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1892-93. 
Votes  1  to  17  in  Com.  9  June,  68^619 
Report  10  June,  815 

SuTHEBEAND,  Mr.  Angus,  Sutherland 

Access  to  Mountains  Rill,  584 
British  Columbia  (Loan)  Rill,  1742,  1743 
Business  of  the  House,  1058 
Culrain  and  Lochinver  Railway,  696, 1046 
Early  Soottiah  HistorT,  1383 
'  Education  and  Locu  Taxation,  Ac,  BiU, 
397,  929 

Emigration,  British  Colambla,  1984 

Highland  Railways,  905 
Railway  Routes  to  the  Highlands,  559 
Roads  and  Bridges  (Scotland)  Bill,  660 
Science  and  Art  Regulations,  898 
Supply— Crofters  Colonisation,  1069,  1070 
1074 

Crofters  CommlsBion,  665 
Education  Deportment,  674 

Swaziland  and  Transvaal 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence,  A.  Baron  Ae  Worms,  446 ; 
g.  Mr.  Lawrence,  Dr.  Olaric,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  1S71-197S;  Q.  Mr.  Yoong,  A. 
Baron  de  Worms,  1657 
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Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  University 
Drawing  Examinations,  1270 

Tanneb,  Dr.  C.  K.,  Cork  County,  Mid 

Admirals  Yachts,  208 

Admiialtv,  Civil  Lord's  Duties,  606 

Army  Estimates,  777, 779,  780,  787,  789,  791, 

794, 795,  796,  799,  805 
BallincoUig  Water  Supply,  1045,  1046 
Belfast  Medical  Students,  1281 
BuMh  Police  and  Health  BiU,  962.  963 
GiTil  BUI  Courts  (Ireland)  BiU,  569 
Coroners  Deputies  BiU,  685 
Customs  and  Inland  Bevenne  BiU,  111 
.  Derby  Day  Adjournment,  156,  223 
Examinations  for  Customs,  1275 
Honihan,  John,  Imprisonment  of,  1291 
Ireland  and  Labour  Commission,  462 
.  Kilkenny  Extra  Police,  1043 

Laboiurers  Cottages,  Antrim  and  Tyrone- 
213,  909 ;  BaUymena,  535  ;  BaUyvaughan, 
908 ;  Doneraile, 909 ;  Kill,  534, 908;  Mallow, 
536,  910 ;  Ulster,  463  ;  Retom  moved  for, 
686 

Marriages  K'scobA  BUI,  680,  681,  682.  683 
Mersey  and  IrweU  (Prevention  of  PoUution) 
BiU,  527 

National  Education  (Ireland)  BUI,  1173 
Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  Bill,  683,  964 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  Dispute,  110 
O'Doncffibue,  ComeUus,  Conviction  of,  462 
Fleuro-Pnenmonia  in  Dublin,  649 
FoUce  as  River  BaUiffs,  537 
Police  at  Glove  Fights,  451 
PoUce  Returns  BiU,  684 
Public  Libraries  Law  Consolidation  BiU, 
1003 

Boburite  in  Mines,  534 
Sanitary  Conference  at  Venice,  210 
Soldiers  at  Public  Meetings,  1280 
Supply—Board  of  Agriculture,  656 

Board  of  Trade,  652,  653,  654 

Chief  Secretary's  Office,  979,  982,  988, 
985,  987 

Colonial  Office,  651 

Constabulary,  Ireland,  993 

Consular  Establishments,  999 

County  Court  Officers,  Ireland,  998 

Education  Department,  672,  678,  818 

Foreign  Office,  648,  649 

riome  Offlce,;641,'64^  643 

House  of  Commons  Officers,  634 

Local  GovemmentJ  Board,  Ireland,  989, 
990, 1120 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  973 

Navy  Estimates,  696,  601,  606,  609 

Ordnance  Surveys,  627,  628 

Privy  OouncU  Office,  651 1 

Public  Worta,  Ac.,  Ireland,  964, 965, 967, 

,  '  BftUTrays,  Ireland.  970,  978 


TAimER,  Dr.  C.  K.—cont. 
Statistics,  Ireland,  992 
Treasury  Department,  638,  639,  640 

Tnwling  In  Irish  Waters,  410 
Tate,  Mr.,  and  Art  Gallery,  1565 
Taxes,  Distraint  for,  1285, 1923 

Taxes  (Begnlation  of  Bemvaeration)  Bill 

[e.  No.  219] 

Read  30,  and  com.  57S 
Com.,  Rep.  680 
Head  3°,  and  passed,  822 
I.  From  c.  Bead  1%  888 
Read  2>,  and  com.  1269 
Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1448 
Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1548 

Teachers  Superannoation 
Select  C<mi.  Bepcnrt,  153 

Toohnioal  and  Zndnstiial  Inititatioiu 
Bill 

I.  Amendts.  Bep.  SI 

Bead  3',  and  sent  to  c.  178 
c.  Read  2",  and  com.  1143 
Com.,  Rep.  as  amended,  T379 
Read  3",  and  passed,  1498 
I.  From  c,  Amendte  to  be  considered,  1451 
Amendts  made,  and  returned  to  e.  1548, 
1G42 

Technical  Evening  Schools,  1275 
Teehnioal  Instmotion  (Scotland)  Bill 

No.  362] 

Bead  2°,  and  com.,  1989 

Com.,  Rep.  without  Amendt.  1498 

Bead  3°,  and  passed,  1643 

I.  From  c.  Road  1',  1717 
Read  2»,  and  com.  1831 
Com.,  Amendts.  made,  1688 
Read  3%  and  returned  to  c.  1903, 1915 

c.  Amendts.  considered,  ^nwd  to,  19S1 

Telegraph  Companies  and  the  Post 

Office 

Q.  Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham,  A.  Sir  James 
FergUBson,  1274;  Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Sir 
James  Fei^ussim,  1727 

Telegraphs  (Advances) 

Com.  to  consider,  688 
Reso.  agreed  to,  814 
Reso.  reported,  1006 

Telegraphs  Bill  [«-  No-  377] 

Read  S*",  and  com.  to  Select  Com.  676 
Select  Com.  nominated,  820 
Additional  Members,  1008 
Rep.  £rom  Select  Com.,  and  Re-com.  1385 
Oom.  ^iead  a**,  and  passed,  1498  . 
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Supply— Education  Department,  674,  67S, 
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Theological  Tests,  Sootoh  Universities 
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Thomas,  Mr.  Abel,  Carmarthen,  E. 
Supply— Civil  Services  Vote,  294 

Thomas,  Mr.  David  A.,  Merthyr  Tydvil 
Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  475, 478, 
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Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  35 

Thring,  Lord 
Charity  Inquiries  Bill,  177 
Infectious  Hospitals  BiU,  1653 
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Shop  Hours  Bill,  1807 
Small  Agrioultuial  Holdings  BiU,  1395, 1422, 
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Tobacco  Concession,  Persia,  41,  377, 
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Eddisbury 
Brine  Pomping  (Compensation,  &o,)  Bill,  858 

ToMLmsoN,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Army  Estimates,  783 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  516 
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Trade  Marks,  Fraudulent,  204,  363 

Trade  Marks  in  Egypt 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Loirther 
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Trawling  in  Irish  Waters 
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1214, 1548 
Patent  Fees,  899 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  1146,  1798, 1877 
Savings  Banks  Investments,'  187 
Supply — Treasury  Department,  635 
Taxes,  Distraint  for,  1285, 1923 
Taxes  (ReguUtHon  of  Bemmeration)  BiU, 
575,680 

TelegrapJu  (Advances),  688/ 
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Tbeteltan,  Eighfc  Hon.  Sir  G.  0., 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton 
Irish  BoaidB  of  Ouardians,  S07 

Troops  TrtWfting  in  Dublin,  1733 
tivoA  Investment  Act  Amendment  Bill 

Withdrawn,  1215 

TuiTE,  Mr.  J.,  Westmeatk,  N. 
Housing  of  Working  Classes,  373 
Labourers  GoUages  for  Mullingar,  213 
Lnnatio  Anrloin,  Mullingar, 
Uullingar  Mails,  89 

Turkish  Debt 
Q.  Sii  J.  MoKenna.  A.  Bfr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
191 

Tyiab,  Sir  Henry,  Great  Yarmouth 
Axmj  Estimates,  769 
Bifle  Kange,  Yarmouth,  1380 

Tyrone  and  Antrim  Labourers  Cottages 
Q.  I^.  Tamier,  A.  Mr.  Jacksoo,  313 

Uganda  Disturbances 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr.  Timothy  Healy, 
Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  Brjce,  Mr,  Arthur 
O'Connor,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 364-367 ; 
Q.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  A .  Mr.  J.  W_ 
Lowther,  467;  Q.  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr 
J.  W.  Lowther,  642,  543,  577  ;  Q.  Colonej 
Nohm,  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  579;  Q.  Mr 
FatoickCBrien,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,696 ;' 
Q.  Obs.  Lord  Herries,  Marauess  of  Salis- 
bury, Earl  of  Kimberley,  Dnke  of  Argyll, 
825-831 :  Q.  Sir  Walter  Barttelot.  SirW. 
Harcourt,  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1061;  Q.  Colonel  Nolan,  A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  1211;  Q.  Colonel  Nohkn,  Mr. 
Fioton,  Sir  Walter  Barttelot,  A.  Mt. 
Brodrick,  Mr.  A.  3,  Balfour,  1277-1279 

Uig  Post  Office,  Private  Notices  in 
Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Sir  James  Fei:ga8son,  1282 

Ulster  Canal  Employees 
Q,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  A.  Sir  John  Oorst, 
697 

Ulster  Convention 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  1567 

Ulster  Labourers  Cottages,  213, 463 

Unemployed  Trade  Unionists 
Q.  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  A.  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  449 

Uniform  of  Eoyal  Naval  Reserve,  1461 

Union  Clerks,  Directions  to 
g.  Ur.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  548 


[Wag 

United  States  Tariff,  381 

United  States  Mails.  308,  1263. 1738 

Vaccination  Commission 
Q.Dr.Chu-k,^.  Mr.  Matthews,  290;  Q.,Ohe., 
Lord  Henchell,  Lord  de  Bamsey,  Earl  of 
Kimberley,  Marquess  of  Salisbury.  S3a-8a6 

Vaccination  Laws 
Q.  Mr.  Addison,  A.  Mr.  Ititchie,  1464 ;  Obs. 
Lord  Herschell,  1914 

ViNCENT,ColonelC.E.Howard,SA«^eW, 
Central 
Alien  Immigration,  892 
Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  658 
False  Marking  of  Goods,  204.  363 
Hurricane  at  Mauritius,  640 
Inveatments   of   Friendly   SocieMes  and 

Savings  Banks,  187 
Russian  Interpreters  for  Army,  640 
Trade  Unionists,  Unemployed,  449 
United  States  Tariffs,  S81 
Volunteers  and  the  General  ElccUon,  891 
Volunteers  and  Jwry  Service,  1462 

Vivian,  SirH.  Hussey,  Swansea,  District 
Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Bill,  346 

Volunteer  Drill  Halls,  Bating 
Q.  Mr.  Dizon-Hartland,  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 

201 

Volunteer  Officers,  Dearth  of 
Q.  Mr.  Brookfield.  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  542  (see 
894) 

Volunteer  Begiments,  Composition  of 
Q.  Mr.  Norris,  A.  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope,  694 

Volunteers  and  General  Election 
Q.  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  A.  Mr.  Edward 
Stanhope.  894 

Volunteers  and  Jury  Service 
Q.  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  A .  Mr.  Btodrlok 
1463 

Voters  in  the  Channel  Fleet 

Q.  Mr.  Mildmay,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  694 

Voters  Begifltration  Bill  ic.  No.  lesj 
Withdrawn,  1005 

Voting  after  8  o'clock 
Q.  Dr.  Clark,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson.  1934 

Voting  Cards,  Posta^  of 
Q.  Mr.  Young.  A.  Sur  James  Fergusson, 

361 


Wages  (Police,  Boads,  Gas  and  Water) 
Return  of  Wages  Paid,  If  ~~ 
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'Walfhill,  Go-operative  Meeting  at,  367 
'Wallace.  Mr.  E.,  Edinburgh,  E. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation.  &e..  Bill, 

399,  401,  934 
Scotch  Friaons  Staff,  375 
Supply— -Home  Office,  64t 

Smtch  Prisons,  666,  668,  669 


Waller  and  Street  {Partridge  Eggs) 
Q.  Mr.  Picton,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  218-220; 
Q.  Baron  Dimsdale,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  664 

Walthamatow  Police  Station.  362 

"Wanderer,"  H.M.S. 
Q.  Mr.  GourlOT,  A.  Lord  George  Hamilton, 
1458 

Wantage  Committee 

Q.  Viscount  Corzon,  A.  Mr.  Brodriok,  455; 
Q.  Sir  Charles  Fraser,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  557;  Q.  Obs.  Lord  Sandhurst, 
Lord  Wantage,  831 

Wantage,  Lord 

Eastbourne  Improvement  Act  Amendment 

BiU,  1852 
Lord  Roberts'  Evidence,  831 

Wabuinoton,  Mr.  C.  M., Monmouth,  W. 
Witnesses  Protection  BiU,  1100 

WAB  OFFICE  (see  ARMY) 

Secretary  of  Statft— Jtfr.  E.  iSfanftope 
Under  Secretary  of  State— £arl  Brovmloto 
Financial  Secretary  —  Mr.    W.  St.  John 

Brodrick 

Warships,  Sea-going,  Betum,  1644 


Water  Companiei  (Begalation  of  FoTen) 

BiU 

I.  Ameudts.  Rop.  157-173 

Bead  3*,  and  sent  to  c.  328 
e.  SB.,  Debate  adj.  1883 

Watebfobd,  Marquess  of 

Drainage    and    ImproTemont   of  Land 
(Ireland)  (No.  2)  BiU,  1540,  1680,  1681, 
1683, 1684, 1685. 1686, 1791 
Xjxpirim;  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  1870, 1874 
Land  Commissioners  (Ireland)  Bill,  1791, 
1870,  1902 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  1662, 1778 
PabUo  Works  Loans  Bill,  1793 


Wateimen's  and  Idghtomen'B  Company 
BiU 

Bep.  firom  Sdect  Cnn.  1366 


Water  Orders  Confirmation  BUI  [c. 

427] 

c.  From  I.,  Read  1",  1391 

Read  2»,  and  com.  1747 

Bead  3*,  and  passed,  1930 
I.  "Pxam  c,  agreed  to,  1915 

Watertight  Compartments,  Mercantile 

Marine 

Q.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  696 

Watson,  Lord 
Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  BiU,  1785 
SmaU  Agricultural  Holdings,  1440,  1441, 
1444 

Technical  Instruction  (Scotland)  Bill,  1717 
Witnesses  Protection  Bill,  1898, 1900, 1909 

Watt,  Mr.  Hugh,  Glasgow,  Camlachie 

Coal  for  the  Navy,  1469 

WAYS  AHD  MEANS 

Chairman  of  Committees — Mr.  L.  Courtnty 

Reso.  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  ^Majesty  for  the  service  of 
the  year  ending  31  March,  1893,  the  sum 
of  £4,662,200  be  granted  out  of  the  Con- 
soUdated  Fund,  30  May,  324 ;  Report  31 
May,  414 
(See  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  BiU 

Reso.  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  f^e  service  of 
the  year  ending  31  March,  1893,  the  sum 
of  £44,094,083  be  granted  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  14  June,  1144  ;  Report  15 
June,  1211 

(See  Conaolidated  Fund,  {Appropriation) 
BW) 

Wear  VaUey  Extension  BaUway  BiU 

c.  Petition  against  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther),  1156 
Bead  30,  and  passed,  1260 

Webb,  Mr.  A.,  Waterford,  W. 
Land  Commission  Registration,  1269 
National  Edooatlon  (beland)  Bill,  366, 1174, 
1175 

Websteb,  Mr.  K.  G.,  St.  Pancras,  E. 
Dissolution,  1490,  1491 
Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  BiU,  184 

WEBSTER,  Sib  Eichabd  E.  (Attorney 
General),  Isle  of  Wight 

Accumulations  BiU,  563 

AlkaU,       Works  BUI,  5CG 

British  East  Africa  Company,  Officers'  Com- 
missions, 906 

Canons,  Church  of  England,  463 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  BiU,  465,  467, 
468,  471,  475,  477,  480,  485,  490,  491,  492, 
495,  499,  502,  509,  511,  513,  514,  515,  816, 
517,  518 

County  Court  Officials,  555 

Election  Circulars,  1061     ^  , 

Emmanuel  Hosp^^ 
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Websteb,  Sir  B.  E.— coni. 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  1580 
Farmer's  Alliance,  Intimidation,  221, 462 
Marriages  Abroad  Bill,  6S0,  681, 682,  68S 
FarliameutAr;  Writs,  556,  1638 
Public  Authorities  Protection  Bill,  1640, 
173S 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  74,  75, 
1767 

Witnesses  (Public  Inqiuries,  &c.)  Bill,  1086, 
1086. 1086, 1091. 1098. 1097, 1100 

Weights  and  Keasoies  (Pnrehase)  Bill 

[c.  No.  257] 

e,  Ijords  Amendts.  agreed  to,  822 
I.  Betumed  from  c.  886 


Wellington  College 
Copy  of  Report  pres.  824  i 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Water  Companies  (Begolation  of  Powers) 
Bill,  157, 166,  172 

Wenyon,  Mr.,  and  Chinese  Govern- 
ment 

Q,  Admiral  Field,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
1040 

Western  Highlands  Ballways,  559, 
905 

Westmeath  Postal  Facilities 

Q.  Mr.  Donal  Sullivan,  A.  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson,  444 

Westminster,  Duke  of 
Manchester,    Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire 
Railway  (Extension  to  London)  Bill,  1 

Westport  Union  Election 
Q.  &i  T.  Esmonde,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  86 

WHrFMORE,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Chelsea 

Oraat  Northern  and  Ci^  Railway  Bill,  182 

Will,  Mr.  J.  Shiress,  Montrose,  dc. 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill, 
958 

Williams,  Emily  (Fever  Case) 
Q,,  Obs.,  Lord  Sandhurst,  Lord  oe  Bamsoy, 
Lord  Kimberley,  1810.1827 

WiLLiAMB,  Mr.  Powell  J.,  Sirming- 
ham,  St 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  66 

Williamson^  Mr.  S.,  Kilmarnock,  &c. 
Supply'-Civil  Services,  298, 813,  316 


Wilson,  Mr.  Henry  J.,  Yiwifc,  TT.iJ., 
Holmfirth 
Supply— Education  Vote,  676 

Wilson,  Mr.  John,  Lanark,  Govan 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  79 

Wines,  Foreign  Duties  on,  554 

WiNTEBBOTHAM,  Mt.  A.  B.,  GhucesUr, 
Cirencester 
Birmingham  Gorporation  Wator  KU,  344 
Polynesian  Labour  in  Queensland,  82,  94 
Prize  Fights,  London  and  Coontey,  451 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  64 

Wishaw  Building  Society 
Q.  Mr.  Fhilipps,  A.  Mr.  Gosohm,  46, 641 

Witnesses  Protection  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  Cremer,  1925 

WitnoBses  (Public  InqnirieB)  Protection 
Bill  [c.  No.  865] 
(Formerly— Witnesses  (Royal  Commis^ons 
and  Parliament)  Protection  BUI  [No. 
287]  ) 
c.  Com.  R.P.  323 

Read  3",  and  pasBed,  1879 
I.  Prom  e..  Bead  1',  1449 
Read  2',  and  com.  1863 
Amendt.  moved,  1896 ;  Debate  adj.  1901 
Com.  1907,  Bead  3>,  and  passed,  1913, 1915 
e.  Amendts.  considered,  agreed  to,  1981 

WoLPF,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Belfast,  E. 
National  Educal4(m  (Lnland)  Bill,  1173 
1174 

Women's  Snifrage  Bill 

I.  2R.  put  ofE  for  three  months,  1654 

WooDALL,  Mr.  W.,  Hanley 
Maltese  Marriage  Law,  49, 309 

Workhouse  Teachers 
Q.  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1047 

Working  Classes,  Housing  of,  373 

Workshops,  Insanitary 
Q.  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  A.  Ur.  Uat&eWB, 
Mr.  Ritchie,  1454 

WORTLEY,Mb.  C.  B.  Stuaet  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department),  Sheffield,  Hallam 

Allotments  Botums,  664 

Brine  Pumping,  &c.  Provisional  Order  Bill, 

359 

Busktess  of  the  House,  1500 

CoronwB  Deputies  BiU,  107(K->        ,1  ' 
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